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NEW SYSTEM
OR, AN

ANALYSIS
O F

ANCIENT MYTHOLOGY.

O F

TEMPLE RITES
i

IN THE FIRST AGES.

IMuft

continually put the reader in mind, how common
it was among the Greeks, not only out of the titles of

the Deities, but out of the names of towers, and other

edifices, to form perfonages, and then to invent hiftories,

to fupport what they had done. When they had created

a number of fuch ideal beings, they tried to find out

VOL. II. B fome



2 THE ANALYSIS OF ANCIENT MYTHOLOGY.

fome relation : and thence proceeded to determine the pa-

rentage, and filiation of each, juft as fancy directed. Some

colonies from Egypt, and Canaan, fettled in Thrace ; as

appears from numberlefs memorials. The parts, which

they occupied, were upon the Hebrus, about Edonia, Si-

thon, and Mount Hasmus. They alfo held Pieria, and

Pgeonia, and all the fea-coaft region. It was their cuf-

tom, as I have before mentioned, in all their fettlements

to form puratheia ; and to introduce the rites of fire,

and worfhip of the Sun. Upon the coaft, of which I

have been fpeaking, a temple of this fort was founded,

which is called Torone. The name is a compound of

Tor-On, as I have before taken notice. The words pu-

rathus, and puratheia, were in the language of Egypt Pur-

Ath, and Pur-Ait, formed from two titles of the God of fire.

Out of one of thefe the Grecians made a perfonage, which

they expreffed Hgoiros, Prcetus, whofe daughters, or rather

priefleffes, were the Proetides. And as they followed the

Egyptian rites, and held a Cow facred ; they were in conle-

quence of it fuppofed to have been turned into
' cows ; juft

as the prieftefTes of Hippa were faid to have been changed into

mares
; the OEnotropse, and Peleiads into pigeons. Proteus

of Egypt, whom Menelaus was fuppofed to have confulted

about his paffage homeward, was a tower of this fort with

a purait. It was an edifice, where both priefts
and pilots

redded to give information ;
and where a light was conti-

nually burning to direct fhips in the night. The tower of

1

Proetides implerunt falfis mngitibus auras. Virgil. Eclog. 6. v. 48.

c Torone



THE ANALYSIS OF ANCIENT MYTHOLOGY. 3

Torone likewife was a Pharos, and therefore filled by Lyco-

phron pAsy^aia To^wwj, the flaming Torone. The country

about it was in like manner called
*

OAsy^a, Phlegra, both

from thefe flaming Towers, and from the worfhip there in-

troduced. There feems to have been a fire tower in this

region named Proteus ; for according to the ancient ac-

counts, Proteus is mentioned as having refided in thefe parts,

and is faid to have been married to Torone. He is accord-

ingly filled by the Poet,

w

Kfltf
$OLZgV.

The epithet fvyvo$ y gloomy, and fad, implies a bad cha-

rader, which arofe from the cruel rites pra&ifed in thefe

places. In all thefe temples, they made it a rule to facrifice

flrangers, whom fortune brought in their way. Torone flood

near 4
Pallene, which was filled s

r^yg!/wi> T0<0, the nurfe

of the earth-born, or giant brood. Under this character both

the fons of Chus, and the Anakim of Canaan are included.

Lycophron takes off from Proteus the imputation of being

1

Herod. L. 7. c. -123.

H nAA))!<); XgjfpsFwroSj
sv ica Ic^ucc v.snctt. TTPIV fj.sv TloTt^ctix, ruv <f'S

Ka<raac/^g/a, fyhfypxtct <5'e TTOIV tKa./\tiro. axovv ^ cuntii' It fttiMio/Mfot Vi^-sivrsf)

sG;'3< aaefe?, Kai avopui'. Strabo. Epitome. L. 7. p. 510.
'

Lycophron. V. 1 15.
*

Stephanus places Torone in Thrace, and fuppofes ic to have been named

from Torone, who was not the wife, but the daughter of Proteus. ATTO Topum
T);? FI^wTfws. Some made her the daughter of Pofeidon and Phcenice. See

Steph. fyteypMtz. There were more towers than one of this name.
5 ITaAAna>' TmA& rtiysvuv Tfofpot'. Lycoph. V. 127.

B 2 accefTary



4 THE ANALYSIS OF ANCIENT MYTHOLOGY.

acceffary to the vile practices, for which the place was

notorious ;
and makes only his fons guilty of murdering

ftrangers. He fays, that their father left them out of dif-

guft,

In this he alludes to a cuftom, of which I fliall take notice

hereafter. According to Euftathius the notion was, that

Proteus fled by a fubterraneous paffage to Egypt, in com-

pany with his daughter Eidothea. 7
A.7TO%UT?i/] si$ Qctgov

[j,srx
T( $iyar*0 Eifo@eo%. He went it feems from one

Pharos to another
; from Pallene to the mouth of the Nile.

The Pharos of Egypt was both a watch-tower, and a temple,

where people went to enquire about the fuccefs of their

voyage ; and to obtain the afliftancc of
pilots. Proteus was

;m Egyptian title of the Deity, under which he was wor-

fhiped both in the Pharos, and at
8

Memphis. He was the

fame as Oiiris, and Canobus : and particularly the God of

mariners, who confined his department to the 9 fea. From

hence, I think, we may unravel the myftery about the pilot

of Menelaus, who is faid to have been named Canobus, and

to have given name to the principal feaport in Egypt. The

prieils of the country laughed at the idle
I0

ftory ;
and they

had good reaion : for the place was far prior to the people

fpoken of, and the name, not of Grecian original. It is ob-

5

Lycophron. V. 124.
1 Euftath. on Dionyfius. V. 259.
3

Herodot. L. 2. c. 112.

9 HciwTfa ;oxA/;<r;ci>, Trti'Te x?.;:Tas e^orra. Orphic Hymn. 24.

Ariitides. Oratio TEgyptiaca. V. 3. p. 608.

fervablea
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fervable, that Stephanus of Byzantium gives the pilot another

name, calling him, inftead of Canobus, Oa^o?, Pharus. His

words are Oa^o^ o Ylgwgsvs Mgj/sAan, which are fcarce fenfe. I

make no doubt, from the hiflory of Proteus above, but that

in the original, whence Stephanus copied, or at leaft whence

the flory was firft taken, the reading was <DaOf o Ti.oursvg

MsvsXzx
j

that is, the Proteus of Menelaus, fo celebrated by

Homer, who is reprefented, as fo wife, and fo experienced
in navigation, whom they efteemed a great prophet, and

a Deity of the fea, was nothing elfe but a Pharos. In other

words, it was a temple of Proteus upon the Canobic branch

of the Nile, to which the Poet makes Menelaus have re-

courfe. Such was the original hiftory : but HpuTsvg Msvs-

Aaa has been changed to Tf^^vq j
and the God Canobus

turned into a Grecian pilot. As thefe were Ophite tem-

ples, a ftory has been added about this perfon having been

flung by a ferpent.
"

Hgwgsvz sv TV vr,<ry &ry$i VTTO cpswg

STapi/}. This Pilot was bitten by a ferpent^ and buried in the

ijland. Conformable to my opinion is the account criven by
Tzetzes, who fays, that Proteus refided in the 1J

Pharos : by
which is fignified, that he was the Deity of the place. He
is reprefented in the Orphic poetry as the firft-born of the

world, the chief God of the fea, and at the fame time a

mighty
' 3

prophet.
The hiftory then of Menelaus in Egypt, if fuch a perfon

"
Stephanus Byzant.

[i

Chilias. 2. Hift. 44. p. 31. npm-js $owjc;js $*wxs5 TT<X.IS

13

Orphic Hymn to Proteus. 24.

7 ever



6 THE ANALYSIS OF ANCIENT MYTHOLOGY,

ever exifted, amounts to this. In a ftate of uncertainty he

applied to a temple near Canobus, which was facred to Pro-

teus. This was one title out of many, by which the chief

Deity of the country was worshiped, and was equivalent to

On, Orus, Ofiris, and Canobus. From this place Menelaus

obtained proper advice, by which he direded his voyage.
Hence fome fay, that he had

QgovTts, Phrontis, for his pilot.
*

KuSsgWfityg agi?og Mgyg^aa o <J>om$, MS OvnTogog. Me-
nelaus had an excellent

pilot, 07ie Phrontis^ the fen of One-

tor. This, I think, confirms all that I have been faying :

for what is Phrontis, but advice and experience ? and what
is Onetor, but the Pharos, from whence it was obtained ?

Onetor is the fame as Torone, To^wyj], only reverfed. They
were both temples of Proteus, the fame as On, and Orus :

both OAsy^oaa;, by which is meant temples of fire, or light-

houfes. Hence we may be pretty certain, that the three pi-

.lots, Canobus, Phrontis, Pharos, together with Onetor,

were only poetical perfonages : and that the terms pro-

perly related to towers, and fanctuaries, which were of Egyp-
tian original.

Thefe places were courts of juftice, where the priefts

feem to have practifed a ftrict inquisition ; and where pains,

and penalties were very fevere. The notion of the Furies

was taken from thefe temples : for the term Furia is from

Ph'ur, ignis, and Signifies a prieft
of fire. It was on ac-

count of the cruelties here pradifed, that moft of the an-

cient judges are reprefented as inexorable ; and are there-

14 Euftath. in Dionyf. V. 14.

OjTog/JV. Homer. OdyfiT. F. V. 282. See alfo Hefych.

fore
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fore made judges in hell. Of what nature their department

was efteemed may be learned from Virgil,
' 5 Gnoflius hasc Rhadamanthus habet duriflima regna :

Caftigatque, auditque dolos, fubigitque fateri, 8cc.

The temple at Phlegya in Boeotia was probably one of thefe

courts; where juilice was partially administered, and where

great cruelties were exercifed by the priefts.
Hence a per-

fon, named Phlegyas, is reprefented in the fhades below,

crying out in continual agony, and exhorting people to juf-

tice.

16

Phlegyafque miferrimus omnes

Admonet, et trifti teftatur voce per umbras,

Difcite juftitiam moniti, et non temnere Divos.

Excellent counfel, but introduced rather too late. Phlegyas

was in reality the Sun ;
fo denominated by the ^Ethiopes, or

Cuthites, and efteemed the fame as Mithras of Perfis. They
looked up to him as their great benefactor, and lawgiver :

for they held their laws as of divine original. His worfhip

was introduced among the natives of Greece by the Cuthites,

ftiled Ethiopians, who came from Egypt. That this was

the true hiftory of Phlegyas we may be a/lured from Ste-

phanus, and Phavorinus. They mention both Phlegyas,

and Mithras, as men deified ;
and fpecify, that they were

of Ethiopian original.
I;

MiQgctv, mi OAsyyav, J^j*a
Ai&io-

7rc<.<; TO ysvog. Minos indeed is fpoken of, as an upright

judge : and the perfon alluded to under that character was

"
JF.nt'id. L. 6. v. 556.

15

Virg. ^Enrid. L. 6. v. 618.

'_ Stephanus. A^IQTTIX.

eminently
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eminently diftinguiilied for his
piety, and juftice. But his

priefts were efteemed far otherwife, for they were guilty of

great cruelties. Hence we find, that Minos was looked

upon as a judge of hell, and ftiled Quasfitor Minos. He was

in reality a Deity, the fame as Menes, and Menon of Egypt :

and as Manes of Lydia, Perils, and other countries. And

though his hiftory be not coniiftently exhibited, yet, fo muck

light may be gained from the Cretans, as to certify us, that

there was in their Ifland a temple called Men-Tor, the tower

of Men, or Menes. The Deity, from a particular
l8

hie-

roglyphic, under which the natives worfhiped him, was

'iwni'ajUYuA
ftiicd Minotaurus. To this temple the Athenians were

, obliged annually to fend fome of their prime youth to be fa-

'

crificed
; juft as the people of Carthage ufed to fend their

children to be victims at
' 9

Tyre. The Athenians were

obliged for fome time to pay this tribute, as appears from the

feftival in commemoration of their deliverance. The places

moft infamous for thefe cuftoms were thofe, which were fi-

tuated upon the feacoaft : and efpecially thofe dangerous

pafTes, where failors were obliged to go on more for afiift-

ance, to be directed in their way. Scylla upon the coaft of

Rhegium was one of thefe : and appears to have been parti-

. cularly dreaded by mariners. Ulyffes in Homer fays, that he

was afraid to mention her name to his companions, left they

fhould through aftonifhment have loft all fenfe of preferva-

tion.

! The hieroglyphic was a man with the head of a bull ; which had the fame

reference, as the Apis, and Mneuis of Egypt.
ly Diodorus Sic. L. 20. p. 756.
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OVJCST

Ssur&rres wroJjyfesi&v srougoi

snog Jg 7TVKa.oisv V$EKS O.VTZS.

Some fnppofe Scylla to have been a dangerous rock
; and

that, it was abominated on account of the frequent fhip-

wrecks. There was a rock of that name, but attended

with no fuch peril. We are informed by Seneca,
"
Scyllam

faxum efTe, et quidem non terribile navigantibus. It was

the temple, built of old upon that
"
eminence, and the cuf-

toms which prevailed within, that made it fo detefted. This

temple was a Petra : hence Scylla is by Homer ftiled

2wAA} HsTgouri j and the dogs, with which fhe was fup-

pofed to have been fur-rounded, were Cahen, or priefls.

As there was a Men-tor in Crete, fo there was a place of

the fame name, only reverfed, in Sicily, called Tor-men,
and Tauromenium. There is reafon to think, that the fame

cruel practices prevailed here. It flood in the country of

the Lamiae, Lefhygons, and Cyclopes, upon the river On-

Baal, which the Greeks rendered Onoballus. From hence

we may conclude, that it was one of the Cyclopian build-

ings. Homer has prefented us with fomething of truth,

though we receive it fadly mixed with fable. We find from

him, that when UlyfTes entered the dangerous pafs of

Rhegium, he had fix of his comrades feized by Scylla :

" Homer. OdyfT. M. v. 222.
-"

Epift. 79.
1
AjtBa/Aaas $cxi/ros xai 'E*aTs TW S^uAAai' Xtyti. ^Ttfo-^o^os JV> ei> T/t

2xuAA, Aa.fj.icts if\v SxuAAar (fnai bvycntga. sivoit. Apollonius. Schol. L. 4.

v. 828.

VOL. II. C and
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and he lofes the fame number in the cavern of the Cy-

clops, which that monfter devoured. Silenus, in a paf-

fage before taken notice of, is by Euripides made to fay,

that the moft agreeable repaft to the Cyclops was the flefli

of ftrangers : nobody came within his reach, that he did not

feed upon.
5

FAWWTaTa, QW19 TO, KgW T8$ %V8$ $glV'

Ovftsig jU-oAwy fevg, o&s 8
%<x,TV<ptt.yri.

From thefe accounts fome have been led to think, that the

priefts in thefe temples really fed upon the fleih of the

perfons facrificed : and that thefe ftories at bottom allude to

a Shocking depravity ; fuch, as one would hope, that human
nature could not be brought to. Nothing can be more

horrid, than the cruel procefs of the Cyclops, as it is repre-
fented by Homer. And though it be veiled under the {hades

of poetry, we may ftill learn the deteftation in which thefe

places were held.

Jyw jtta^af, fas (ntuXcMctg TTOTI youy

s% <T sy^s^aAoj ^ojctoJts pes,
fevs $s youcw.

T

re,

egy ogowvres, a^^oiviY] f %
55 He anfwered with his deed : his bloody hand

Snatch'd two unhappy of my martial band,

a '

Euripides. Cyclops. V. 126.
14

OdyfT. L. I. v. 289.
* 5 Imitated bv Mr. Pope.

And
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And dam'd like dogs againft the rocky floor :

The pavement fwims with brains, and mingled gore.

Torn limb from limb, he fpreads the horrid feaft,

And fierce devours it like a mountain beaft.

He fucks the marrow, and the blood he drains ;

Nor entrails, flefh, nor folid bone remains.

We fee the death, from which we cannot move,
And humbled groan beneath the hand of Jove.

One would not be very forward to ftrengthen an imputa-

tion, which difgraces human nature : yet there muft cer-

tainly have been fomething highly brutal and depraved in the

character of this people, to have given rife to this defcription

of foul and unnatural feeding. What muft not be concealed,

Euhemerus, an ancient writer, who was a native of thefe

parts, did aver, that this beftial practice once prevailed. Sa-

turn's devouring his own children is fuppofed to allude to

this cuftom. And we learn from this writer, as the paf-

fage has been tranfmitted by
26

Ennius, that not only Saturn,

but Ops, and the reft of mankind in their days, ufed to feed

upon human flefh.
* 7

Saturnum, et Opem, cseterofque turn

homines humanam carnem folitos efitare. He fpeaks of

Saturn, and Ops, as of perfons, who once lived in the world,

and were thus guilty. But the priefts of their temples were

the people to be really accufed ; the Cyclopians, Lamias,

Ennius translated into Latin the hiftory of Euhemerus, who feems to have

been a fenfible man, and faw into the bafe theology of his country. He like-

wife wrote againft it, and from hence made himfelf many enemies. Strabo treats

him as a man devoted to fiction. L. 2. p. 160.
;? Ex Ennii Hiftoria facra, quoted by Lactantius. Divin. Inftirut. Vol. r.'

c. 13. p. 59.

C 2 and
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and Leftrygons, who officiated at their altars. He fpeaks

of the cufiom, as well known : and it had undoubtedly been

praclifed in thofe parts, where in aftertimes he was born.

For he was a native
* 8 of Zancle, and lived in the very country,

of which we have been fpeaking, in the land of the Leftry-

gons, and Cyclopians. The promontory of Scylla was within

his fight. He was therefore well qualified to give an account

of thefe parts; and his evidence muft neceffarily have weight.

Without doubt thefe cruel practices left lading impreflions ;

and the memorials were not effaced for ages.

It is faid of Orpheus by Horace, Csedibus, et vittu fado

deterruit : by which one fhould be led to think, that the

putting a ftop to this unnatural gratification was owing to

him. Others think, that he only difcountenanced the eating

of raw flefh, which before had been ufual. But this could

not be true of Orpheus : for it was a circumftance, which

made one part of his inftitutes. If there were ever fuch a

man, as Orpheus, he enjoined the very thing, which he is fup-

pofed to have prohibited. For both in the *'
orgies of Bac-

chus and in the rites of Ceres, as well as of other Deities,

one part of the myfteries coniifted in a ceremony ftiled

|U.o<payja ; at which time they eat the flefh quite crude with

the blood. In Crete at the 3 Dionufiaca they ufed to tear the

flem with their teeth from the animal, when alive. This

"'"

Mewnviov EunfjLSoov. Strabo. L. i. p. Si.

19 Clemens. Cohort. P. 1 1. Arnobius. L. 5.
!

Aiovuffov Ma/coAoc cpytctQucrt Bax/^oj, wfj.c(fa.yia. TW 'ifgofActvLctv ayo>'Tf?> KOU

nfXiaKBuL Tas 3C>eoco/xias Ttuv <PQWV cufj-fjuji/groj TO/J otpfcriv* Clemens Cohort,

p. n.

they
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they did in commemoration of Dionufus. 3I Feftos funeris

dies ftatuunt, et annuum facrum trieterica confecratione

componunt, omnia per ordinem facientes, quae puer mo-

riens aut fecit, aut pafTus eft. J^ivum laniant dentibus Taurum,

crudeles epulas annuis commemorationibus excitantes. Apol-
lonius Rhodius fpeaking of perfons like to Bacchanalians,

reprefents them 3 * QVOLVIV
wtioSogQts wshcu, as favage as the

Thyades, who delighted in bloody banquets. Upon this

the Scholiaft obferves, that the Maenades, and Bacchse,

ufed to devour the raw limbs of animals, which they had

cut or torn afunder. 33 IloAAa^^ TJJ pana /iaTacr^si/Ta, mi

UfJLoa'Trctgoucrix,, efftuxM. In the ifland of Chios it was a reli-

gious cuftom to tear a man limb from limb by way of facri-

fice to Dionufus. The fame obtained in Tenedos. It is For-

phyry, who gives the account. He was a ftaunch Pagan, and

his evidence on that account is of confequence. He quotes for

the rites of Tenedos Euelpis the Caryftian.
34 EQvovTo $ mi

TW
I2|U,a(T/w Aiovvtry awQgiaKW hsvTTttiiTsg' HOLI sv Ts-

EvshTTie o
Kct.gv$-io<;.

From all which we may
learn one fad truth, that there is fcarce any thing fo impious
and unnatural, as not at times to have prevailed.

We need not then wonder at the character given of the

Leftrygones, Lamiae, and Cyclopians, who were inhabitants sl&{rfL

of
Sicily, and lived nearly in the fame part of the ifland.

^
/

-

They feem to have been the priefts, and priefteffes, of the '

"
Julius Firmicus. P. 14.

31
Apollon. Rhod. L. i. v. 636.

" Scholia Apollon. L. i. v. 635.
'*
Porphyry Trtgi CCTTO^H;. L. 2. p. 224.

Leontini, .&
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Leontini,who refided at Pelorus, and in the Cyclopian towers :

on which account the Lamise are by Lucilius termed 3S Tur-

ricolae. They are fuppofed to have delighted in human

blood, like the Cyclopians, but with this difference, that

their chief repaft was the flefh of young perfons and chil-

dren ; of which they are reprefented as very greedy. They
were priefts of Ham, called El Ham ; from whence was

formed 'Lamus and 'Lamia. Their chief city, the fame

probably, which was named Tauromenium, is mentioned by

Homer, as the city of Lamus.
36

E6fe|twtTj]
<T

/#0|0ts<r$a Aa^a GUTTV
TrrohisQgov.

And the inhabitants are reprefented as of the giant race.J

<T
upfiipoi Aoufgiryoves, aAAo

i, ovx
ctvfysvviv SQMOTSS, aAAa

Many give an account of the Leftrygons, and Lamiae, upon
the Liris in Italy ;

and alfo upon other parts of that coaft :

and fome of them did fettle there. But they were more

particularly to be found in 3?
Sicily near Leontium, as the

Scholiaft upon Lycophron obferves. 39

Aaj^yyoVg^, 01 vvv Ae-

OVTIVOI. 'The ancient Leftrygons were the people, isohofe pofte-

rity are now called Leontini. The fame writer takes notice

35 Turricolas Lamias, Fauni quas Pompiliique

Inftitucre Numae. Ladlant. de falfa Relig. L. i. c. 22. p.
36 Homer Odyff. K. v. 81.

37--- K. v. 120.

33 Ev
[tegei

TIVI rnf "Xp^ (rns S'^eA(as) KuxAw/m,

Thucyd. L. 6. p. 378.
"

Scholia. V. 956. Leon, in Leontium is a tranflation of Lai's (B"?) Leo :

Bocnart.

Q Of
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of their incivility to ftrangers :
4 Owf YI<TOLV

wro<Tgyg<r0af. That they were Amonians, and came origi-

nally from Babylonia, is pretty evident from the hiftory of

the Erythrean Sibyl ; who was no other than a Lamian

prieftefs.
She is faid to have been the daughter of Lamia,

who was the daughter of Pofeidon. 4I j&AAj/ Aapas
XGKV QvycLTSgct.

T8 Ilecrgi&Wdff. Under the character of one

perfon is to be underftood a priefthood : of which commu-

nity each man was called Lamus, and each prieftefs Lamia.

By the Sibyl being the daughter of Lamia, the daughter of

Pofeidon, is meant, that fhe was of Lamian original, and

ultimately defcended from the great Deity of the fea. Who
is alluded to under that character, will hereafter be {hewn.

The countries, to which the Sibyl is referred, point out her

extraction : for fhe is faid to have come from Egypt, and

Babylonia.
42 'Oi Jg OU/TW Ba&Twway, eregoi <Tg 2i&>AAav

xate<riv AtyvTrncw. If the Sibyl came from Babylonia and

Egypt, her fuppofed parent Lamia muft have been of the

fame original.

The Lamiee were not only to be found in Italy, and <*(#

Sicily, but Greece, Pontus, and 43

Libya. And however

widely they may have been feparated they are ftill repre-

'

Lycoph. above.
41 Plutarch de Defeft. Orac. Vol.' i. P. 398.

Erfgoi Tg
(pcta-tv fK MaAioK&jj' atf/jcgaOa/ Acedia.! QuytzTlptx. S'^AAar. Clem.

Alex. Strom. L. i. p. 358. Paulanias makes her the daughter of Jupiter and

Lamia. L. 10. p. 825.
42 Clemens Alex. L. i. p. 358.

J

See Diodorus. L. 20. p. 778. of the Lamia in Libya, and of her cavern.

fented
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fented in the fame unfavourable light. Euripides fays that

their very name was deteftable.

Tig Tovvofjia.
T0<T STromfoov goToi$

Oux. oik Actpictg TK Af&swi]? ysvog.

Philoftratus fpeaks of their btftial appetite, and unnatural

gluttony.
*5

AoLfuas rctgxwVy mi jUaAiju ow&gtaTCSitiW, sgctv.

And Ariftotle alludes to practices ftill more fhocking : as if

they tore open the bodies big with child, that they might

get at the infant to devour it. I fpeak, fays he, of people,

who have brutal appetites.
*6

Asyu Je ra; QyigiuJElSy
oiov TJO?

O^^&nrdy, tw 7vya(rt rag x.vx<ra,<;
a.vcx.V'fcifytra.v

TOL ffcuhot

%a,Ts<r@iv. Thefe defcriptions are perhaps carried to a great

excefs ; yet the hiftory was founded in truth : and fhews

plainly what fearful impreffions were left upon the minds of

men from the barbarity of the firft ages.

One of the principal places in Italy, where the Lamiae

feated themfelves, was about Formiae ; of which Horace

takes notice in his Ode to vElius Lamia.

7

JEli, vetufto nobilis ab Lamo, &c.

Authore ab illo ducis originem,

Qui Formiarum mcenia dicitur

Princeps, et innantem Maricse

Littoribus tenuifTe Lirim.

The chief temple of the Formians was upon the fea-coaft at

44
Euripides quoted ibid.

45
Philoftratus. Vita Apollon. L. 4. p. 183.

46
Ariftot. Ethic. L. 7. c. 6. p. 118. See Plutarch

And Arilloph. Vefps. Schol. v. 1030.
''

Horace. L. 3. Ode 17.

Caiete.
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Caietc. It is faid to have had its name from a woman, who

died here : and whom fome make the nurfe of ^Eneas, others

of Afcanius, others flill of 48 Creufa. The truth is this : it

flood near a cavern, facred to the God Ait, called Ate, Atis, txc4,VGLfoon (ft

and Attis ; and it was hence called Caieta, and Caiatta.

Strabo fays, that it was denominated from a cave, though
he did not know the precife

49

etymology. There were

alfo in the rock fome wonderful fubterranes, which branched JubLc#fayie.a>**/'abu

out into various apartments. Here the ancient Lamii,y(/n.//ui ^ JL^ rf /

the priefts of Ham, 5 refided : whence Silius Italicus, when / -5*

he fpeaks of the place, ftiles it
5I

Regnata Lamo Cai-

eta. They undoubtedly facrificed children here
; and pro-

bably the fame cuftom was common among the Lamii, as

prevailed among the Lacedaemonians, who ufed to whip
their children round the altar of Diana Orthia. Thus much
we are affured by Fulgentius, and others, that the ufual

term among the ancient Latines for the whipping of chil-

dren was Caiatio. S2

Apud Antiques Caiatio dicebatur

puerilis caedes.

The coaft of Campania feems to have been equally infa-

mous : and as much dreaded by mariners, as that of Rhe-

gium, and Sicily. Here the Sirens inhabited, who are J(ff

reprefented, as the bane of all, who navigated thofe feas.

They like the Lamii were Cuthite, and Canaanitifh priefts,

48

Virgil. JEn. L. 7. v. i. See Servius.
w Strabo. L. 5. p. 357. KO^TTOV KxiaTTav. xA.
50

Ibid. P. 356.
51

Silius. L. 8.

1 De Virgiliana continent!;!. P. 762. Caiat figniHed a kind of whip, or thong,

probably fuch was uied at Caiate.

VOL. II. D who
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who had founded temples in thefe parts ;
and particularly

near three final I iflands, to which they gave name. Thefc

temples were rendered more than ordinarily famous on ac-

count of the women, who officiated. They were much ad-

didled to the cruel rites, of which I have been fpeaking ;

fo that the fhores, upon which they refided, are defcribed,

as covered with the bones of men, deftroyed by their arti-

fice.

53

Jamque adeo fcopulos Sirenum adve&a fubibat,

Difficiles quondam, multorumque offibus albos.

They ufed hymns in their temples, accompanied with the

muiick of their country : which muft have been very en-

chanting, as we may judge from the traditions handed down

of its efficacy. I have mentioned, that the fongs of the

Canaanites and S4 Cretans were particularly plaintive, and

pleafing. But nothing can fhew more fully the power of

ancient harmony than the characler given of the Sirens.

Their cruelty the ancients held in deteftation ; yet always

fpeak feelingly of their muiic. They reprefent their fongs

as fo fatally winning, that nobody could withftand their

fweetnefs. All were foothed with it
; though their life was

the purchafe of the gratification. The Scholiaft upon Lyco-

phron makes them the children of the Mufe 5S

Terpfi-

chore. Nicander fuppofes their mother to have been Melpo-
mene : others make her Calliope. The whole of this is

merely an allegory ; and means only that they were the

53

Virgil. JEneld. L. 5. v. 864.
''* SeeNonnus. L. 19. p. 320.
): V. 653. See Natalis Comes.

9 daughters
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daughters of harmony. Their efficacy is mentioned by
56

Apollonius Rhodius : and by the Author of the Orphic
"

Argonautica : but the account given by Homer is by far the

moft affe&ing.
s

psv irgwov &q>i%eUy di fa rs

mi

mi

AAAa TS Zsigqvsg hiyvgy QsAyxviv

TTSgl
S >lVOl

They are the words of Circe to Ulyffes, giving him an ac- [cm to

count of the dangers, which he was to encounter.
59 Next where the Sirens dwell, you plough the feas,

Their fong is death, and makes deftruction pleafe.

Unbleft the man, whom mufic makes to ftray

Near the curft coaft, and liften to their lay.

No more that wretch mall view the joys of life,

His blooming offspring, or his pleafing wife.

In verdant meads they fport, and wide around

Lie human bones, that whiten all the ground :

The ground polluted floats with human gore,
And human carnage taints the dreadful ihore.

Fly, fly the dangerous coaft.

6
L. 4. v. 892.

57 V. 1269.
53

OdyfT. M. v. 39.
59 From Mr. Pope's Tranflation.

D 2 The
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The ftory at bottom relates to the people abovementioned ;

who with their mufic ufed to entice Grangers into the pur-
lieus of their temples, and then put them to death. Nor
was it mufic only, with which perfons were feduced to fol-

low them. The female part of their choirs were main-

tained for a twofold purpofe, both on account of their

voices and their beauty. They were accordingly very liberal

of their favours, and by thefe means enticed feafaring per-

/ / fons, who paid dearly for their entertainment. Scylla was

a perfonage of this fort : and among the fragments of Cal-

limachus we have a fhort, but a moft perfect, defcription of

her character.

ov

is by fome interpreted malefica : upon which the

learned Hemfterhufius remarks very juftly #aTa#a<ra cur

Latine vertatur malefica non video. Si Grammaticis obtem-

peres, meretricem interpretabere : erat enim revera NJJCT/WT^

KCX.XYI s?ougtt.}
ut Heraclitus

Trsgi CUTTI? : c. 2. Scylla then, un-

der which character we are here to underftand the chief

prieftefs of the place, was no other than a handfome ifland

ftrumpet. Her name it feems betokened as much, and me
did not belie it : \j^$0 zvop sy/zva. We may from thefe

data decipher the hiftory of Scylla, as given by Tzetzes.

<Js TrguTov ^K.v7\7\y, yvvq svTrgSTTw*
IlocrgjJaw $e vvmva.

qgiaQn, Scylla was originally a handfome wench
; but being

too free with feafaring people foe made herfelf a beaft. She

was, like the Sibyl of Campania, faid by Stefichorus to have

Callimachi Frag. 184. P. 510.

been
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been the daughter of
' '

Lamia. Hence we may learn, that

all, who redded in the places, which I have been defcribing,

were of, the fame religion, and of the fame family; being
the defcendants of Ham, and chiefly by the collateral

branches of Chus, and Canaan.

The like rites prevailed in Cyprus, which had in great

meafure been peopled by perfons of thefe
6l

families. One
of their principal cities was Curium, which was denomi-

nated from 63
Curos, the Sun, the Deity, to whom it was

facred. In the perilous voyages of the ancients nothing was

more common than for ftrangers, whether fhipwrecked, or

otherwife diftrefled, to
fly to the altar of the chief Deity,

8 <p;A<, mi fans, the God of charity and
hofpitality, for

his protection. This was fatal to thofe, who were driven

upon the weftern coaft of Cyprus. The natives of Curium
made it a rule to deftroy all fuch under an appearance of a

religious rite. Whoever laid their hands upon the altar of

Apollo, were caft down the precipice, upon which it flood.

4
EvQvg s?iv cwgix,, &$ qs p;/rT8<n TH; d-^ctfjisvovg

rx
Sky/.a ra

ATToAAwyoj. Strabo fpeaks of the practice, as if it fublifled

in his time. A like cuflom prevailed at the Tauric Cher-

fonefus, as we are informed by Herodotus. 6s Qvxvt u,sv 7/3

1

Apollon. L. 4. v. 828. Scholia. She is faid alfo to have been the daughter
of Hecate and Phorcun. Ibid. The daughter of a Deity means the pricftefs.

Phor-Cun fignifies Ignis Dominus, the fame as Hephaeftus.
:

Herodotus. L. 7. c. 90.
5

Kugcs o faiof. See Radicals. P. 40.
+

Strabo. L. 14. p. 1002. the promontory was called Curias. KVPIM O.KPK:

ftra. 7ToA<s

65 L. 4. c. 103.
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rs vvwyovs, %a.i T8 ex.v

To/wJg. KaTtn^^psnoi po^aAw TTCUXVI

'Oi
IJLSV <5) Asyacn, us TO

crw|U,a
OLTTO rs

STTI yctg %gq[JLV8 IfgVTOU TO
'igov.

%Th. 77je people of this place

ivorjhip the virgin Goddefs Artemis : at <whofe ferine they facri-

Jice all
fperfonS) who have the misfortune to be feipwrecked upo?i

their coaji : and all the Grecians, that they can lay hold
of,

when they are at any time thither driven. All thefe they with-

out any ceremony brain with a club. 'Though others fay, that

they JJjove them off headlong from a high precipice : for their

temple is founded upon a
cliff.

The Den of Cacus was properly Ca-Chus, the cavern, or

temple of Chus : out of which the poets and later hiftori-

ans have formed a ftrange perfonage, whom they reprefent

as a fhepherd, and the fon of Vulcan. Many ancient Divi-

nities, whofe rites and hiftory had any relation to Ur in

Chaldea, are faid to have been the children of Vulcan ; and

oftentimes to have been born in fire. There certainly flood

a temple of old upon the Aventine mountain in Latium,

which was the terror of the neighbourhood. The cruelties

of the priefls,
and their continual depredations, may be in-

ferred from the hiftory of Cacus. Virgil makes Evander

defcribe the place to ^Eneas ; though it is fuppofed in his

time to have been in ruins.

Jam primum faxis fufpenfam hanc afpice rupem,

Disjeclse procul ut moles, defertaque montis

Stat domus, et fcopuli ingentem traxere ruinam.

*6

Virgil. jEneid. L. 8. v. 190.

Hie
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Hie fpelunca fuit, vafto fubmota receflu,

Semihominis Caci, fades quam dira tegebat,

Solis inacceiTam radiis : femperque recenti

Casde tepebat humus ; foribufque affixa fuperbis

Ora virum trifti pendebant pallida tabo.

Huic monftro Vulcanus erat pater.

Livy mentions Cacus as a fhepherd, and a perfon of great

ftrength, and violence.
67

Patter, accola ejus loci, Cacus,

ferox viribus. He is mentioned alfo by Plutarch, who ftiles

him Caccus, KOM%O$. Tov

As there were both priefts, and prieftefles, in tem-

ples of this fort, perfons filled both Lami, and Lamiae
;

fo

we read both of a Cacus, and a Caca. The latter was fup-

pofed to have been a Goddefs, who was made a Deity for

having betrayed her brother to Hercules. 9 Colitur et Caca,

quas Herculi fecit indicium bourn ; divinitatem confecuta,

quia perdidit fratrem. In fhort, under the characters of

Caca, and Cacus, we have a hiftory of Cacuiian priefts,

who feem to have been a fet of people devoted to rapine
and murder.

What we exprefs Cocytus, and fuppofe to have been

merely a river, was originally a temple in Egypt called Co-

Cutus : for rivers were generally denominated from fome

town, or temple, near which they ran. Co-Cutus means the

Cuthite temple, the houfe of Cuth. It was certainly a place

67
Livy. L. i. c. 7.

!

Plutarch, in Amatorio. Vol. 2. p. 762.
69 Lactantius de F. R. L. i. c. 20. p. go.

of
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of inquisition, where great cruelties were exercifed. Hence
the river, which was denominated from it, was efteemed a

river of hell ; and was fuppofed to have continual cries, and

lamentations refounding upon its waters.

Cocytus, named of lamentation loud

Heard on its banks.

Milton fuppofes the river to have been named from the

Greek word KUXVTOS : but the reverfe is the truth. From
the baleful river and temple Co-cutus came the Greek terms

xuMTog, and K.UMVW. Acheron, another infernal river, was

./Lc/ur0nx.
properly a temple of Achor, the Qsog aTropviQ*;

of Egypt,

Paleftine, and Cyrene. It was a temple of the Sun, called

Achor-On : and it gave name to the river, on whofe banks

it ftood. Hence like Cocutus it was looked upon as a

melancholy ftream, and by the Poet Theocritus ftiled
1

ApgOfTa 9roAys"Oi/oz>, the river of lamentations. Arifto-

phanes fpeaks of an eminence of this name, and calls it

z

A^sgovTM <7V07rs?\.o? ca^aToray))?, the rock of Acheron^

dropping blood.

Milton. L. 2. v. 579.
71 Theoc. Idyll. 17. V. 47.
71

Aritloph, EaT>aj. V. 474. So Cocytus is by Claudian defcribed as the

river of tears.

preflb lacrymarum fonte refedit

Cocytos. De Rapt. Proferp. L. i. v. 87.

O F
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MEED or MHTI2,
-

-

AND

-The GODDESS HIPPA.

N E of the moft ancient Deities of the Amonians

was named Meed, or Meet ; by which was fignified

divine wifdom. It was rendered by the Grecians Mr\rig in

the mafculine : but feems to have been a feminine Deity ;

and reprefented under the fymbol of a beautiful female

countenance furrounded with ferpents. The author of

the Orphic Poetry makes Metis the origin of all
'

things :

which Proclus exprefles
"

Tqv <^uu8y{#i]P
OLITIOLV : and fuppofes

this perfonage to be the fame as Phanes, and Dionufus, from

whom all things proceeded. By Timotheus Chronogra-

phus, in his account of the creation, this Divinity was de-

fcribed as that vivifying light, which firfl: broke forth upon
the infant world, and produced life and motion. His notion

1 He makes Metis the fame as Athena. II. 31. L. 10.

In another place Metis is ftiled TTWOTSS 3 -evertao. Frag. 6., v. 19. p. 366,
"

Ibid. Fragni. 8. p. 373.

VOL. II. E is
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is faid to have been borrowed from Orpheus : Epfatre Jg (o
3

Qg$6VS) OTI TO <pw pyfeout
TOV

ouQega. SQUTIVS KCLPCM

<riv' sway, sxsivo stvcu TO $uq TO
prfcav

TQV
ouQsgtx.

TO

fJLSVW,
TO

VTTSgTV.TOV KOWTOW, %
OVOfJLd, OLVTO$ OgQSVS CMZFttS SX,

MO.VTSIOLS sfcsiTre MHTI2, ovsg SjfuiveuffTtu BOTAH,
ZI2OAOTHP.

[JUOLV
GlVQLl

WOLfJUV9
KOLl V

%g%TO<; T8-

ov$is ago.,
The account is remarkable. Hippa

was another Goddefs of the like antiquity, and equally ob-

folete. Some traces however are to be ftill found in the

Orphic verfes above mentioned, by which we may difcover

her original character and department. She is there repre-

fented, as the nurfe of 4
Dionufus, and feems to have been

the fame as Cybele, who was worshiped in the mountains

of s

Phrygia, and by the Lydians upon Tmolus. She is faid

to have been the foul of the
6
world : and the perfon, who

received, and foftered Dionufus, when he came from the

thigh of his father. This hiftory relates to his fecond birth,

when he returned to a fecond ftate of childhood. Dionufus

was the chief God of the Gentile world, and worfhiped

under various titles : which at length came to be looked

upon as different Deities. Moft of thefe fecondary Divini-

ties had the title of Hippius, and Hippia : and as they had

female attendants in their temples, thefe too had the name of

3 Eufcbii Chron. Log. p. 4. 1. 42.
4

ITT-TTCIV 5c/xA)?cr5tcu Bax^ Tgotyov. Hymn, 48.
5

Hymn. 47. v. 4.
6

Orphic Frag. 43. 'H ^zv ya.f> 'ITTTTK ra TracTcs B<T -$v%>i JcrA. Proclus. ibid.

p. 401.

Hippai.
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Hippai. What may have been the original of the term

Hippa, and Hippus, will be matter of future difquifition.

Thus much is certain, that the Greeks, who were but little

acquainted with the purport of their ancient theology, uni-

formly referred it to
7
horfes. Hence it was often prefixed

to the names of Gods, and of Goddeffes, when it had no re-

lation to their department ; and feemed inconfiftent with

their character. We have not only an account of Agqg

'ITTTTIO?, Mars the horfeman ;
but of Pofeidon Hippius, though

a God of the fea. He is accordingly complimented upon
this title by the Poet Ariftophanes.

Tlbvsifiw, w

Kcu

Ceres had the title of Hippia : and the Goddefs of wifdom

Minerva had the fame. We read alfo of Juno Hippia, who
at Olympia partook of joint rites, and worfhip with thofe

equeftrian Deities Neptune, and Mars. Paufanias mentions
9
IIo<riJ<wo 'ijnna, ton 'Hgzg 'I/ma jo^u-oi

: and hard by 7/1 [JLZV

Agsut; 'ITCTTIS, T/J $s A^vas 'ITTTTIZ
$O{JLQS.

In Arcadia, and

Elis, the mod ancient, rites were preferved : and the Gre-

cians might have known, that the terms Hippa and Hippia

7

Among the Egyptians the emblems, of which they made ufe, were arbitrary,

and very different from the things, to which they referred. An eagle, an ox, and

a horfe, were all ufed as fymbols, but had no real connection with the things

alluded to, nor any the leaft likenefs. The Grecians not considering this, were

always mifled by the type ; and never regarded the true hiftory, which was veiled

under it.

'

'iTTTTg/f. V. 548.
9 Paufan. L. 5. p. 414,

E 2 were
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were of foreign purport from the other titles given to Juno
at Olympia. For they facrificed here to

I0 Amonian Juno,
and to Juno Paramonian ; which were alfo titles of Hermes.

Hippa was a facred Egyptian term, and as fuch was confer-

red upon Arfinoe, the wife of Ptolemy Philadelphus : for

the princes of Egypt always affumed to themfelves facred

appellations.
"

'iwTCist. AgrivoY), q TS OiAaJsApa yvvq. As

the Grecians did not enquire into the hidden purport of an-

cient names, they have continually mifreprefented the hifto-

ries, of which they treated. As Ceres was ftiled Hippa, they

have imagined her to have been turned into a
IZ mare : and

Hippius Pofeidon was in like manner changed to a horfe,

and fuppofed in that fhape to have had an intimate acquaint-

ance with the Goddefs. Of this Ovid takes notice.

13 Et te, flava comas, frugum mitiffima mater

Senfit equum : te fenfit avem crinita colubris

Mater equi volucris.

The like is mentioned of the nymph
H Ocuroe : alfo of Phil-

lyra, who was fo changed by Saturn. He is faid to have

taken upon himfelf the fame fhape, and to have followed her

neighing over the mountains of ThefTaly.
1J Talis et ipfe jubam cervice effudit equina

Conjugis adventu pernix Saturnus, et altum

Pelion hinnitu fugiens implevit acuto.

Paufan. L. 5. p. 416.
"

Hefych. 'I;*.
'""

Paufan. L. 8. p. 649.
1J Metam. L. 6. v. 117.
14

Ovid. Metam. L. 2. v. 668.

15

Virg. Georg. L. 3. v. 92.

6 All
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All thefe legendary ftories arofe from this ancient term

being obfolete, and mifapplied. Homer makes mention ot

the mares of Apollo, which the God was fuppofed to have

bred in Pieria :

Tag sv Hiegiy dgsty agyyg>oToo ATroAAwv.

And he has accordingly put them in harnefs, and given

them to the hero Eumelus. Callimachus takes notice of the

fame mares in his hymn to the Shepherd God Apollo.

KCU Nofjuw Kix7\Y}<rzoyv y s^sri

en

vn

Thefe Hippai, mifconftrued mares, were prieftefies of the

Goddefs Hippa, who was of old worfhipped in ThefTaly;
and Thrace, and in many different regions. They chanted

hymns in her temples, and performed the rites of fire : but

the worfhip growing obfolete, the very terms were at laft

miftaken. How far this worfhip once prevailed may be

known from the many places denominated from Hippa. It

was a title of Apollo, or the Sun, and often compounded

Hippa On, and contracted Hippon : of which name places
occur in Africa near Carthage

18
. 'Hrs h K<Ta TfoXig ev-

mi 01 $vo 'iTTTruses. Argos was of old called Hip-

Iliad B. v. 766. He alfo mentions the mareS of Eridhonius, with which

Boreas was fuppcfcd to have been enamoured.

xai EOLSW
iiga.a-a-cc.To

J l

gicra/u.ei'ss Tra^sAg
At &'

t,7rix.vo-o-a.fj.evot.t erexov JujjcaJgna TrwAa;. Iliad. T. V. 224.
17 H. to Apollo, v. 47.
18

Strabo. L.. 17. p. ii8S.

peion
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peion ; not from the animal 'Lrsrcj, but I9
CUTTQ \Tfift^ 78

Aawa, from Hippa the daughter of Danaus : that is from a

prieflefs, who founded there a temple, and introduced the

rites of the Goddefs, whom fhe ferved. As it was a title of

the Sun, it was fometimes expreffed in the mafculine gender

Hippos : and Paufanias takes notice of a mofl curious, and

remarkable piece of antiquity, though he almofl ruins the

purport of it by referring it to an horfe. It flood near

mount Taygetus in Laconia, and was called the monument

of Hippos. The author tells us,
:0

that at particular inter-

vals from this monument flood fe*ve7i pillars, KOLTIX, T^OTTOf oi^zi

a.g'Xjx.iov , placed, fays he, as I imagine according to feme ancietit

rule and method ; which pillars were fuppofed to reprefent the

feven planets. If then thefe exterior flones related to the
a

feven erratic bodies in our fphere, the central monument of

Hippos mufl neceffarily have been designed for the Sun.

And however rude the whole may polTibly have appeared, it

is the moil ancient reprefentation upon record, and confe-

quently the mofl curious, of the planetary fyflem.

It is from hence, I think, manifefl, that the titles Hippa,
and Hippos, related to the luminary Ofiris

;
and betokened

fome particular department of that Deity, who was the fame

19
Hefych. 'lirirtiov.

TlffOlWQ-l Je llTTT'd KO^J3fitV2V fJ.VWJ.Ct. S~IV. KlOl'Bt J'? IttTTa, 01 TB lurnyiOLTOj

THTB lS%i}<nv O'J TTOA'J, V.O.TO.
TgOTTOl' OffJ.OC.1 TOV df^CHOV, O'JS OL^iCUV TOOl' n^Ct'JYniilV

(pxtTiv a^/aAjt/.xTa. Paufan. L. 3. p. 262.

They included the moon among the primary planets , not being acquainted

with any fecondary.

as
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as Dionufus. He was undoubtedly worfhiped under this

appellation in various regions : hence we read of Hippici
Montes in Colchis : 'ITTTTB

xufjuri
in Lycia : 'ITTTTB a^a in Li-

bya : 'inns
ogog

in Egypt : and a town Hippos in Arabia

Felix. There occur alfo in composition ", Hippon, Hippo-
rum, Hippouris, Hippana, Hipponefus, Hippocrene. This

lafl was a facred fountain, denominated from the God of

light, who was the patron of verfe, and fcience : but by the

Greeks it was referred to an animal, and fuppofed to have

been produced by the hoof of an horfe. The rites of Dio-

nufus Hippius were carried into Thrace, where the horfes of

Diomedes were faid to have been fed with human flefh.

Deianira is introduced by Ovid, as afking Hercules, if he did

not well remember this practice.
13 Non tibi fuccurrit crudi Diomedis imago,

Efferus humana qui dape pavit equos ?

Abderus, the founder of Abdera, is fuppofed to have been a

victim to thefe animals : of which Scymnus Chius gives the

following account.

*4 Tuv <

mi

TWV uquifws vsregov

'"

See Steph. Byzant. and Cellarius.
' r) Ovid. Deianira ad Here. Epift.
**

Geog. Vet. Vol. 2. v. 665. See alfo Diodorus. L. iv. p, 223. alfo Strabo

Epitome. L. 7. p. 511.

7 The fe
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Thefe horfes, jggittffTWWt, which fed upon the fleili of ftran-

gers, were the priefts of Hippa, and of Dionufus, ftiled Hip-

pus, or more properly Hippius. They feem to have refided

in an ifland, and probably in the Xhracian Cherfonefe :

which they denominated ^
Diu-Medes, or the ifland of the

Egyptian Deity Medes. From hence the Grecian Poets have

formed a perfonage Diomedes, whom they have made king
of the country. There were oppoflte to Apulia iflands of

the fame name, where fimilar rites prevailed. The priefts

were here Cycneans, and defcribed as a fpecies of fwans,

who were kind to people of their own race, but cruel to
25

ftrangers. A Diomedes is fuppofed to have been a king in

thefe parts, and to have given name to thefe iflands. It is

faid by Scymnus Chius above, that Abderus, who was de-

voured by the horfes of Diomedes in Thrace, built the city,

which bore his name. The Grecians continually fuppofed
the perfonage, in whofe honour a city was built, to have

been the founder. I have mentioned, that Abdera fisnifles* t3

the place of Abdir, which is a contraction of Abadir, the

ferpent Deity Ad-Ur, or Adorus. And it is plain from many
pafTages in ancient writers, that human facrifices were com-

mon at his fhrine ; and particularly thofe of infants. By
Abderus being a victim to the horfes of Diomedes is meant

that the natives of that place, which flood in the vicinity of

i? See Radicals, p. 96.
~ r> The birds at the lake Stymphalus are rlefcribed as feeding upon human flefh.

Ao^o? O^i''6a5
TTOTS

tx.vfgcitpa.yovs
TT CC<J~TU Tfafpxva/. Paulan. L. 8. p. 640. The

real hiftory of the place was, that the birds called Stymphalides were a Jet of

Can ib;d priefts.

the
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the Clierfonefus, were obliged to fubmit to the cruel rites of

the Diomedean
2 '

priefts. The very name muft have come

from them
;

for they worfhiped the Deity under the titles of

Meed, Hippa, and Abadir ; and various other appellations.

There is an account given by
28

Palasphatus of one Metra,

who in the more irathentic manufcripts is called Myjf^a,

Meeflra. It is faid of her, that (he could change herfelf into

various forms, particularly ex. xogqg yevsvQ&t vv
y

y.vu sivfof

KVVCL, %ou
ogveov,

that foe would inftead of a yoimg woman ap-

pear an ox^ or a cow ; or
elfe

be in the foape of a dog, or of a

bird. She is reprefented as the daughter of Erificthon : and

thefe uncommon properties are mentioned by Ovid 29
,
who

fets them off with much embellifhment. The ftory at bot-

tom is very plain. Egypt, the land of the Mizraim, was by
the Greeks often ftiled

3 Meftra and 3I Meftraia : and by the

perfon here called Meftra we are certainly to underftand a

woman of that country. She was fometimes mentioned

{imply as a Cahen, or prieftefs, which the Grecians have ren-

dered xwa, a dog. Women in this facred capacity attended

at the fhrine of Apis, and Mneuis
; and of the facred heifer

at Onuphis. Some of them in different countries were ftiled

Cygneans, and alfo Peleiadze, ofwhom the principal were the

*7
Glaucus, the fon of Sifyphus, is faid to have been eaten by horfes. Palas-

phatus. P. 58.
!

P. 54-
19

Metamorph. L. S. v. 873.
30

Jofephus calls Egypt Meftra. Antiq. L. i. c. 6. . 2. See Radicals. P. 7.

Notes.

O TT^WTCS oixyo-cts TC M^j-faiav a>a>', rnoi Atyvinov, MfrPa.it*.. Eufeb.

Chron. P. 17.

VOL. II. F women
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women at 32 Dodona. Many of them were
prieftefles of

Hippa, and upon that account filled Hippai, as I have

fhewn. Hence the mythologifts under the character of Mee-

ftra have reprefented an Egyptian prieftefs, who could af-

fume many departments, which were mifconftrued different

fhapes.
She could become, if we may credit Ovid,

Nunc equa, nunc ales, modo bos ;

or according to Palaephatus, ^v, #ui>a, mi ogveov:
a cow, &

dog, and a bird. The whole of this related to the particu-

lar fervice of the prieftefs ; and to the emblem, under which

the Deity was worfhiped.

!? Herodotus, L. 2. c. 55.

RITES
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RITE
O F

DAMATER, or CERES.

I
Shall now proceed to the rites of Ceres : and the ge-

neral character of this Goddefs is fo innocent and

rural, that one would imagine nothing cruel could proceed
from her Ihrine. But there was a time, when fome of her

temples were as much dreaded, as thofe of Scylla, and the

Cyclops. They were courts of juftice ; whence ihe is often

fpoken of as a lawgiver.

Prima Ceres unco terrain dimovit aratro,

Prima dedit leges.

She is joined by Cicero with Libera ; and they are ftiled the

Ovid. Metam. L. 5. V. 341. Moft temples of old were courts of juftice;

and the priefts were the judges, who there prefided.

/Elian. V, H. L, 14. c. 34. Aca<rai TO
ap%<xioi> Trap' AtyvirTtw 01 tepeis

F 2 Deities,
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Deities,
2
a quibus initia vitae, atque victus, legum, morum,

manfuetudinis, humanitatis, exempla hominibus, et civita-

tibus data, ac difpertita efle dicantur. The Deity, to whom
fhe was a fubftitute, was El, the Sun. He was primarily

it Inc JU.^
f

worfhiped in thefe temples : and I have fhewn, that they
were from Achor denominated Acherontian ;

alfo temples
of Ops, and Oupis, the great ferpent God. Hence it is

faid by Hefychius, that Acheron, and Ops, and Helle, and
3

Gerys, and Terra, andDemeter, were the fame. 'H

mi T, 5 TO

.OLVTO. Ceres was the Deity of fire : hence at Cnidus {he was

called Kt>>a,
6

Cura, a title of the Sun. Her Roman name

Ceres, expreffed by Hefychius Gerys, was by the Dorians

more properly rendered 7

Garys. It was originally a name

of a city, called Xa^ff : for many of the Deities were erro-

neoufly called by the names of the places where they wor-

fhiped. Charis is Char-Is, the
8

city of fire ; the place where

Orus and Hephaftus were worfhiped. Hence as a perfonage

fhe is made the wife of 9

Vulcan, on account of her relation

1 Oratio in Verrem. 5. Seft. ultima. Vol. 3. p. 291.
3 Ceres is mentioned by Varro quad Geres. L. 4, p. 18.

*
Hefychius. A^ei^ca.

5

Reperitur in poematiis antfqtris,
a Pithseo editis, carmen in laudem Solis

-,,

quod cum efle Liberum, et Cererem, et Jovem ftatuit. Huetius. Demonft. Evang.

Prop. 4. p. 142.
6

Cceiius Rhodig. L. 17. c. 27.

7 Varro fpeaks of Ceres, as if her name was originally Geres. L. 4. p. 18.

8 Thre was a place called Charifia in Arcadia. Paufan. L. 8. p. 603. Cha-

rtfus, and Charefene, in Phrygia. Charis in Perfis, and Parthia. See Treatife

upon the Cyclopes.
9 Paufan. L. 9. p. 781. Nonnus. L. 29. p. 760,

to
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to fire. Her title of Damater was equally foreign to Greece ;

and came from Babylonia, and the eaft. It may after this

feem extraordinary, that fhe fhould ever be efteemed the

Goddefs of com. This notion arofe in part from the Gre-

cians not underftanding their own theology : which bad ori-

ginally became continually more depraved, through their ig-

norance. The towers of Ceres were P'urtain, or
FLgvTctvsix ;

fo called from the fires, which were perpetually there pre-

ferved. The Grecians interpreted this
TTVgvt rct^siov ;

and

rendered, what was a temple of Orus, a granary of corn. In

confequence of this, though they did not abolifh the ancient

ufage of the place, they made it a repofitory of grain, from

whence they gave largeffes to the people upon any act of

merit.
10

TOTTOS w vaLg AQw0uoig3
sv u jcoivcu <riTri<rei$ rots J/i-

evegysraus e&jWo* cQev mi Hgvravstov sxahsiTo, oiovei

'

nvgo? yag o (Tiro?. In early times the corn there

depofited feems to have been for the priefts and
"

diviners.

But this was only a fecondary ufe, to which thefe places

were adapted. They were properly facred towers, where a fa.orc.0. 3tjWMJ
fff /><

perpetual fire was preferved. Paufanias takes notice of fuch

a one in Arcadia.
'

AiOjU.ioT^o^,
mi Kogqg isgov, nvg $s si/Tctvfa

Kcuzvt, Troixpsvoi <j>fQi>Ti$tt,, pi) Aa^j) <r<pf<ny tx.TrQO'Ssf&si}. He
mentions a like circumftance at the Prutaneion in Elis I3

:

Etymolog. Mag. and Suidas.

X5>;crfcoAo5'0; p.erei^ov TUS tv TUI TlovrctvStai cnrwf&fc'. Ariftoph. E/pr>?.

Scholia, v. 1084.
"

L. 8. p. 6 1 6.

" L. 5. p. 415.
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jj Efid rstpgag
KCU CXJTYI TTETroirip.evYi,

KOLI sir

GLVOL TrOLVCW T
if&g&lr,

%Zl SV flWJ} VVKTl UHTO.VTW XClieTCU. At-

tica at firft was divided into feparate and independent ham-

lets : each of which had its own Prutaneion, and Archon.

A

^
. Thefe Archons were priefts of the '* Prutaneia ; and were

J Tc denominated from their office. Archon is the fame as Orchon,
and like Chon-Or fignifies the God of light, and fire ; from

which title the priefts had their name. In Babylonia, and

Chaldea, they were called Urchani.

As in thefe temples there was always a ls

light, and a fire

burning on the hearth, fome of the Grecians have varied in

their etymology, and have derived the name from nvg. Pur.

Suidas fuppofes it to have been originally called Hugos Td-

[Jtsiov.

l6

Hguravsiov, Trvgos Tctpsiov, zi/Qcx. v\v ctcr&s-ov vug.
The

Scholiaft upon Thucydides fpeaks to the fame purpofe.

s $a.<riv, on TO
TlgVToi.vsiov 7rvgo<; Y\I> Tapsiov, svQa, v\v

wvg. Others tell usy that the Prutaneion was of old

called Puros Tame'ion, from KVg, pur : becaufe it was the repo-

ptory of a perpetual Jire.
It was facred to Heftia, the Vefta

of the Romans ;
which was only another title for Damater :

and the facred hearth had the fame name.

mXow Tf\v sv HgvTciveiw, sp is TO
TFvg

TO

I have mentioned, that thefe places were tem-

I+ n&uT&rsiy. TS e%uo-a. -x.au AO%OI>TO.S. Thucyd. L. 2. p. 107.

15 To t Au^fjov ev
nprctretCfj.

Theocrit. Idyl. 21.

16
Suidas.

17 L. 2. p. 107. Others gave another reafon. HPUTCCVSIOV gjcaAsjro,

i>TO 01 n^urare;?,
ci TMV oAwf TTgaypeerwv iomma.i. Ibid.

18

Julius Pollux. L. i. c. i. p. 7.

pies,



Proferpine armed the Furies. The notion of which Furies

arofe from the cruelties praclifcd in thefe Prutaneia. They
were called by the Latines Furiae ; and were originally only

priefts of fire : but were at laft ranked among the hellifh

tormentors. Ceres the benefactrefs, and lawgiver, was fome-

19

riguTavfiov <J-<P, ev w vo^oi ra ScAwros et<?i ytygaurj.srst.
Paufan. L. i. p. 41.

*
Plutarch in Solone. P. 92.

1

L. 44. p. 1152.
times
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pies, and at the fame time courts of juftice : hence we find, ^} wnplu a^cif.durf-

that in the Prutaneion at Athens the laws of Solon were
19

engraved. Thefe laws were defcribed upon wooden cylin-

ders : fome of which remained to the time of
~

Plutarch.

Many of thefe temples were dedicated to the Deity under

the name of Perfephone, or Proferpine, the fuppofed daugh-
ter of Ceres. They were in reality the fame perfonage,

Perfephone was ftiled Ko^a, Cora ; which the Greeks mif-

intcrpreted IIa0gj/0, the virgin, or damfel. How could a TrGLjvn-u/ queen ^
perfon, who according to the received accounts had been ra

vifhed by Pluto, and been his confort for ages ; who was

the reputed queen of hell, be ftiled by way of eminence

TloigQsvQS
? Ko^a, Cora, which they underftood was the fame

as Cura, a feminine title of the Sun : by which Ceres alfo

was called at Cnidos. However mild and gentle Proferpine

may have been reprefented in her virgin ftate by the Poets ;

yet her tribunal feems in many places to have been very for-

midable. In confequence of this we find her with Minos,

and Rhadamanthus, condemned to the fhades below, as an

infernal inquifitor. Nonnus fays,
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times enrolled in the lift of thefe demons. This is manifeft

from a pafiage in Antimachus, quoted by Paufanias, where

her temple is fpoken of as the flirine of a Fury.
;

A)|U.J]T0, roQi QCLVIV Ego/woe eivou e$s@hov.

The like is mentioned by the Scholiaft upon Lycophron :

13

Egivvvg f\ A^TI^ sv
Oyx,v.i<; notei TW AgMO&at wpxrou.

Her temple ftood upon the river Ladon, and fhe had this

name. given to her by the people of the place. KaA<n $s

Egivvvv 01 shTnurioi TJjy sov. The Thelpufians call the God-

defs Demeter a Fury. Herodotus fpeaks of a Prutaneion in

Achaia Pthiotic, called Leitus ; of which he gives a fearful

account. No perfon^ he fays, ever entered the prednEls^ who

returned. Whatever perfon ever ftrayed that way, was imme-

diately feized upon by the Priefts, and facrificed. The cuftom fo

far prevailed^ that many^ 'who thought they were liable to

fled away to foreign parts. And he adds^ that after a long

2
L. 8. p. 649. Mount Caucafus was denominated, as is fuppofed, ^"rorn a

fhepherd Caucafus. The women, who officiated in the temple, were ftiled the

daughters of Caucafus, and reprefented as Furies : by which were meant prieft-

efles of fire.

Caucafi fills Furise. See Epiphanius Anchorat. p. 90.
1!

Lycophron. Scholia. V. 1225. Kan KaAAijotx^os Eetvwv xxtei TW> Avu.ii-

Ta. Ibid.

Neptune is faid to have lain with Ceres, when in the form of a Fury. Apol-
lodorus. L. 3. p. 157. She is faid from thence to have conceived the horfe

Areion.

Lycophron alludes to her cruel rites, when he is fpeaking of Tantalus, and

Pelops.

On TraxTroi'
evytx.[JL<pcii(ru> 'Ewctist

v. 152.

8 when
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when any of them ventured to return, if they were caught, they

were immediately led to the Prutaneion. Here they were crowned

with garlands^ and in great parade condu&ed to the altar. I

fhall quote the author's words. **
A^TOV $ xa*.S3<ri TO Ugv-

01 A^aior ijy Jg enAA), eft, onus e%suri, ngiv j

i
jU-sAA)}* u>?e n ngog THTOKTI TTO^AOJ Y\$S roov

@v<r&r@au, feurourrss otyyvTo cwrofyautfBg sg

<jg
TCjdioVTQS,

07TKTOO XCLTShGoVTSS, W 0.^.1?JCMV

sg TO
TlgvTcwriiQv, ug Qvercu TS s^ysovroj $eiJ.fj.cL<Ti

wag

Gsig, mi ug <rvv no^ny s^oL^sig. The people of Leitus are

faid to have been the fons of Cutiflbrus. Herodotus fpeaks

of the temple, as remaining in his time : and of the cuftom

ftill fubfifting. He further mentions, that when Xerxes was

informed of the hiftory of this place, as he pafled through

ThefTaly, he withheld himfelf from being guilty of any vio-

lation. And he moreover ordered his army to pay due re-

gard to its fanctity ; fo very awful, it feems, was myfterious

cruelty.

I imagine, that the ftory of the Harpies relates to Priefts Hwfn'tu &til& (i A.
of the Sun. They were denominated from their feat of re-^/^ -

^ , .-.
'

fidence, which was an oracular temple called Harpi, and

Hirpi, analogous to Orphi, and Urphi in other places. I

have mewn, that the ancient name of a prieft was Cahen,
rendered miftakenly xvv, and canis. Hence the Harpies,
who were

priefts of Ur, are ftiled by Apollonius the Dogs of^oqs of
fout /.

Jove. Iris accofting Calais, and Zethus, tells them, that

14 Herodotus. L. 7. c. 197.

VOL. II. G it
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it would be a profanation to offer any injury to thofe per-

fonages.
25 Oy $^<?j w viets Bo8 %ip$sff&n gAacrira*

'A^TTwa?, j^eyaAojo A/o? KTNA2.
Tliis term in the common acceptation is not applicable to

the Harpies, either as birds, for fo they are reprefented ; or

as winged animals. But this reprefentation was only the

infigne of the people, as the vulture, and eagle were of the

Egyptians ; a lion of the Perfians. The Harpies were cer-

'tamly a
26

college of
priefts

in Bithynia ; and on that ac-

count called Cahen. They feem to have been a fet of rapa-
cious perfons, who for their repeated acts of violence, and

cruelty, were driven out of the country. Their temple was

ftiled Arpi ; and the environs Arpi-ai : hence the Grecians

formed 2?

'AgTrviou.
There was a region in Apulia named

Arpi ; and in its neighbourhood were the iflands of Dio-

medes, and the birds, which were fabled to have been like

fwans. I have before fhewn, that they were Amonian

priefts : fo likewife were the Hirpi near Soradle in Latium,

They were priefts of fire : of whofe cuftoms I have taken
-
Notice.

The perfons, who refided in thefe temples, are reprefented

as perfons of great ftrength, and ftature : for many of them

i5 L. 2. v. 288.

HfitThi.cj

i6 The Sirens and Harpies were perfons of the fame vocation : and of this the

Scholiaft upon Lycophron ieems to have been appriled. See v. 653.
27

Harpyia, 'AgTrvty.,
was certainly of old a name of a place. The town fo call-

ed is mentioned to have been near Enchelis: in Illyria. Here was an Amonian

Petra of Cadmus, and Harmonia.

i o wei
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were of the race of Anac. There is reafon to think, that a

cuftom prevailed in thefe places of making ftrangers engage

in fight with fome of the priefts trained up for that purpofe.

The manner of contention was either with the cseftus, or by

wreftling. And as the prieft appointed for the trial was

pretty fure of coming off the conqueror, the whole was

looked upon as a more fpecious kind of facrifice. Amycus,
who was king of Bithynia, is reprefented as of a

**

gigantic

fize, and a great proficient with the casftus. He was in con-

fequence of it the terror of all ftrangers who came upon the

coaft. Cercyon of Z9

Megara was equally famed for wreft-

ling ; by which art he flew many, whom he forced to the

unequal contention. But Cercyon was the name of the

30

place ; and they were the Cercyonians, the priefts
of the

temple, who were noted for thefe atchievements. Paufanias

gives an account of them under the character of one perfon.
31

'Eivy.i tie o Ksgzvuv hsysrou xsu ra aAAa uSbKS ei$ TZS %t%?,

KCU Kcthousw 8 EnfausiHHS* Cercyon <wa* in other refpefls lawlefe

in his behaviour towards ftrangers ; but
efpecially towards thoje

who would not contend 'with him in wreftling,
Thefe Cercyo-

nians were undoubtedly priefts of Ceres, or Damater : who

feems to have been tired of their fervice, and glad to get rid

of them, as we are informed by the poet,
3Z

Quaeque Ceres lasto vidit pereuntia vultu

Corpora Thefea Cercyonea manu.

a"f9. Theocrit. Idyl. 22. V. 94..

19 Pauian. L. i. p. 94..
'

KegxvMr is compounded of Ksr-Cuon, and fignifies the temple of t!.e Deity.
1

L. i. p. 04.

." Ovid. Ibis. v. 411.

G 2 Before
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Before moft temples of old were areas, which were defigned
for Gumnafia, where thefe feats of exercife were performed-
Lucian fpeaks of one before the temple of 32

Apollo Lucius.

And Paufanias mentions that particular
33

parade, where

Cercyon was fuppofed to have exhibited his art. It flood

before the tomb of A lope, and was called the Palaeflra of

Cercyon even in the time ot this writer, who takes notice of

many others. He ftiles it Tapo? A^OTTJK, as if it were a tomb.

But it was a Taph, or high altar, facred to Al-Ope, Sol Py-

tho, who was the Deity of the place called Cer-Cuon. Be-

fore this altar was the palaeftra; where the Cercyonian priefts

obliged people to contend with them. I have taken notice

of a Pharos at
34
Torone, which Proteus is faid to have quit-

ted, that he might not be witnefs to the cruelties of his fons,

He fled, it feems, to Egypt, Teavwv v.\v%&<; Tot? %evoxTovct

TraAa?, to fhun their wicked practices j for they were fo fkil-

led in the Palaeftric art, that they flew all ftrangers, whom

they forced to engage with them. Taurus, called Minotau-

to to. u,i
rus

>
was a temP^e in Crete; but by the Grecians is fpoken

of as a perfon. Under this character Taurus is reprefented

3Z Anacharfis. vol. 2. p. 388. Tvuvaaicv vq>' tiptuv cvsjwa^graf, KKI e<?iv legm

33 Kaj o TOTTOS CUTOS 7raAai^a "<*' 5 /x ExaAfiTO) ohryov TOU T(f c.u THS AAoTrws

afl-e^wc. Paufan. L. i. p. 94.

That very ancient temple of Pan on Mount Lyceum in Arcadia had a Gym-
nafium in a OTOVC. ET/ EC TU AUXGC(M Plato? TS Ico&c, xa;; ^r?p( auro aAaos

xi 'iTTTroJ^o/Aos Tf, xai
TT^a

auTB <p"a^/o!'. Paulan. L. 8. p. 678.
34

I have mentioned, that Torone was a temple of the Sun, and alfo '

by which was meant a place of fire, and a lighthoufe. This is not merely theory :

for the very tower may be feen upon coins, where it is reprefented as a Pharos with

a blaze of fire at the top. See vol. i. PLATE VI. page 408.

as
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as. a
35 renowned wreftler; and many perfons are faid to have

been fent from Athens to be victims to his prowefs. Eu-

febius ftiles him,
"*
6

wpos KOH
ctvqfj&gos,

a man of a cruel and

four difpofition.
After he had done much mifchief, The-

feus at length Tctvgcv #ctr7raAa<cr, foiled him in his own

art, and flew him. He is fuppofed to have done the like by

Cercyon.
37

Agysrat Jg o Kegjcvuv rovg &Gt?eu>7,$ 7ra.vT<x.q sg

xoC^Y\v
"
j8

ha$gigou TrAqi/ Qrpevg. For it isfaid of Cercyon, that

he Jls-w every perfon, who, ventured to cope with him in wreft-

ling, excepting Thefeus-. In. all thefe inftances the place is

put for the perfons, who refided in it : of which miftake

I have been obliged often to take notice.

Ancient hiftory affords numberlefs inftances of this unge-

nerous, and cruel practice..
The ftranger, who flood moft in

need of courtefy, was treated as a profeft enemy : and the

rites of hofpitality were evaded under the undue fandion of

a facrifice to the Gods. In the hiftory of Bufiris we have an >3

account of this cuftom prevailing in Egypt.
39

~B8<rigiv
Je

AryvTrrov TW A//
%.0LhXisgeiv <r<pct'yt<x.oinr<x, rx$ TragsKi-

HENOT2. It is faid of Bufiris, that he ufed to
offer

to Jupiter, as the moft acceptable facrifice, all the ftranger's,

15 Plutarch. Thefeus. p. 6.

36 Chron. Logos, p. 31. He was alfo named Afterus, Aflerion, and Afterius,

Lycoph. v. 1299. Schol. and Etymolog. Mag. Minois. Afterius was reprefented

as the fon of Anac.
A<f>/fia

TB AVKX.TO'. Pauian. L. 7. p. 524. Ardge a

VTTO v<reus uTrepsGxhfv o A^-spteav (o M^&.) Paufan. L. 2. p. 183.
r Paufan. L. i. p. 94.
8
Diodorus explains farther the charadter of this perfonage, TOV TaAaiorra

tgioixri.,
xa< TOT JiTTHSgyTa &aq>vfipovTct- L. 4. p. 226.

9 Diodorus Sic. L. 4. p. 225, and 233.

whom
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'whom chance brought into his country. There was a tradition

concerning Antasus, that he covered the roof of a temple,
facred to Pofeidon, with the fkulls of foreigners, whom he

forced to engage with him. The manner of the engagement
was by

4

wreftling. Eryx in Sicily was a proficient in this

art, and did much mifchief to ftrangers ; till he was in his

turn (lain. The Deity was the fame in thefe parts, as was

alluded to under the name of Taurus, and Minotaurus, in

Crete ; and the rites were the fame. Hence Lycophron

fpeaks of Eryx by the name of Taurus ; and calls the place
of exercife before the temple,

41

This the Scholiaft interprets Trcthous'gat.v
T8 Egvxos T8

KTOV8, the Gymnafium of Eryx, who ufed to murder ftrangers.

Androgeos the fon of Minos came to the 42 like end, who
; ^^ been fuperi r to every body in this art. Euripides ftiles

t^ie ^ero Cycnus
43

^gyo<Tai;tTay, on account of his cruelty to

ftrangers. He refided it feems near the fea-coaft ; and uicd

to oblige every perfon, who travelled that way, or whom ill

fortune brought on fhore, to contend with him. And his

ambition was to be able with the fkulls of the victims, which

he flew, to build a temple to Apollo.
^

KCLKO%ZVO$ o

sv iroi.o TW 0oAa<r<n] o/^wy, sKBrnowozi rov?

\$MI rov AVTO.IOV <pwi TUV HENfiN rtav imype-.'cav TOJ2 KPANIOIS
TOV TV rioo-fifuvoi yaw. Pindar. Ifth. Ode 4. Scholia, p. 458. See Dio-

dorus concerning Antasus crwaca^xa^ovTa row %tvusfnz'fra.\zttti'.
L. 4. p. 233.

41 V. 866, and Scholia.

4i Diodorus Sic. L. 4. p. 263.
*' Hercules Furens. v. 391.
** Pindar. Olymp. Ode 10. p. 97. Scholia, from the Cycnus of Stefichorus.
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mw TW AwoMww (saAo^syo; ex rwv #s<paAwi> iibjUlpmu. Men-

tion is made of Lycaon, qui advenas et hofpites trucidavit.

He is faid to have founded the temple of Jupiter
*5

Lycaeus,

and to have firft introduced human facrifices, particularly

thofe of infants. Aw&uv Jg SKI TOV Eupov Toy
*6 Avxouov

A^ $gs$o$ wsyxsv QLvQgwirov,
KM e$v<re ro

9f6$6$,
xcti effTreuren

STTI T8
(fwjifca

TO
ajjiia. Lycaon was the perfon^ who brought an

infant^ the offspring of a man^ to the altar of Zeus Lucaios :

and he Jlew the infant, and he fpr'mkled the altar with the blood

which iffued from it. Antinous in Homer threatens to fend

Irus to one Echetus, a king in Epirus, who was the dread

of that country. The fame threat is uttered againft
*7

Ulyf-

fes, if he fhould prefume to bend the bow, which Penelope

had laid before the fuitors. Under the character of Lycaon,

Cycnus, &c. we are to underftand Lycaonian and Cycnean

priefts ; which latter were from. Canaan : and this method

of interpretation is to be obferved all through thefe hi/lo-

ries. Echetus, E^STOf, was a title of Apollo, rendered more

commonly
*8 'E^aToj by the Greeks, as if it came from the

word sm$. It was an Amonian title, by which Orus, and

Oliris, were called : and this king Echetus was a prieft of

45
Euripides. Orefles. v. 1648. Schol. Lycaon was a Deity, and his priefts

were ftiled Lycaonidas. He was the fame as Jupiter Lycaeus, and Lucetius : the

fame alfo as Apollo.
46 Paufan. L. 8. p. 600.

47
OdyfT. L. *. v. 307.

4S
Mrij(7sjM.a, afe AaGo/fi/ ATroAAwros 'Ex.ct.roto. Homer. H, to Apollo, r. r.

Eu tiS'ciX ayofeus QcOTrgoTrtcts
'Exaroio. Iliad. A. v. 385.

'Exatwto. Iliad. T. v. 71.

that
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that family, who was named from the Deity, whom he

ferved. The Poet ftiles him
b^otfiM Ji]A^.oj/a,

from his cruelty
to ftrangers.

49

nSjinJ/w <r
HTfeigovSs SaXcw ev VY\I {J.ZXQLIVY\

Ei$ Esrov 6a<nAijiflt, jS^oT&w dqTityioya TTCWTUV.

a^o
p/ya ra^m, /a< aaTa, wj?\.gi'

a T'
e%sgv<rctt; ^ icuriv

I'll fend thee, caitiff, far beyond the feas,

To the grim tyrant Echetus, who mars

All he encounters ; bane of human kind.

Thine ears he'll lop, and pare the nofe away
From thy pale ghaftly vifage : dire to tell !

The very parts, which modefty conceals,

He'll tear relentlefs from the feat of life,

To feed his hungry hounds.

When the Spaniards got accefs to the weftern world, there

were to be obferved many rites, and many terms, fimilar to

thofe, which were fo common among the fons of Ham.

Among others was this particular cuftom of making the per-

fon, who was defigned for a victim, engage in fight with

a prieft
of the temple. In this manner he was flaughtered :

and this procedure was efteemed a proper method of 5 fa-

crifice.

The hiftories of which I have been {peaking were founded

in truth_, though the perfonages are not real. Such cuftoms

t

49
OdylT. 2. v. 83.

50 Purchas. Pilg. Vol. 5. p. 872. and Garcilaflb della Vega. Rycaut. p. 403.

did
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did prevail in the firft ages : and in confequence of thefe

cuftoms we find thofe beggarly attributes of wreftling and

boxing conferred upon fome of the chief Divinities. Her-

cules and Pollux were of that number, who were as imagi-

nary beings, as any mentioned above : yet reprefented upon
earth as fturdy fellows, who righted fome, and st

wronged

many. They were in fliort a kind of honourable Banditti,

who would fuffer nobody to do any mifchief, but themfelves.

From thefe cuftoms were derived the Ifthmian, Nemean,

Pythic, and Olympic games, together with thofe at Delos.

Of thefe laft Homer gives a fine defcription in his Hymn to

Apollo.
** AAXa cry A^Aw, $os

y

EvQa TO/
gTuep^rrwygg laovsg

<rvv 7eeu$e<r<rii KQLI euJbwjs aXo^ofcrf.

<rs nTFMAXIH* re, mi
ogxydfjiy, KOU ao/<3*>

iregnwriv,
OTO.V wrc/wrou ayw^a.

Thefe contentions had always in them fomething cruel, and

favage : but in later times they were conducted with an ap-

pearance of equity. Of old the whole ceremony was a moft

unfair and barbarous procefs.

'

See Plutarch's life of Thefeus. p. 3, 4. Vol. i.

51
v. 146.
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C A M P E and CAMP I.

N O T H E R name for thefe Amonian temples was

Campi, of the fame analogy, and nearly of the fame

purport, as Arpi above mentioned. It was in after times

made to fi^nify the parade before the temples, where they

wreftled, and otherwife celebrated their facred games ;
and

was exprefied Campus. When chariots came in fafhion,

thefe too were admitted within the precin&s ;
and races of

this fort introduced. Among the Latines the word Campus
came to mean any open and level fpace ; but among the Si-

cilians the true meaning was in fome degree preferved.

Ka^Tro? Imro^OfAOS, S^yAoj. Hefychius. It was properly

a place of exercife in general, and not confined to races.

Hence a combatant was ftyled
'

Campio, and the chief per-

fons, who prefided,
*

Campigeni. The exercife itfelf was by
the Greeks ftiled aywy, as^Aos, apAAa; all Amonian terms,

taken from the titles of the Deity, in whofe honour the

games were inftituted. Thefe temples partly from their

iymbols, and partly from their hiftory, being mi/interpreted,

were by the ancient mytholpgifts reprefented as fo many

1

Campio, Gladiator. Ifidorus.
1

Vegetius. L. 2. c, 7.

H 2
dragons,
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_

dragons, and monfters. Nonnus mentions both Arpe, and

Campe in this light ; and fays that the latter had
fifty heads,

each of fome different beaft :

a?ro

HvQse TrevTWorra, ^a^ara wouuhat.

But Campe was an oracular temple and inclofure, facred to
"
P . Ham or Cham : where people ufed to exercife. The

fifty-

heads related to the number of the Priefts, who there re-

fided ; and who were efteemed as fo many wild beafts for

their cruelty. Nonnus makes Jupiter kill Campe : but Dio-

dorus Siculus gives the honour to Dionufus ; who is fup-

pofed to have {lain this monfter at Zaborna in Libya ; and

to have raifed over her or it, %W|W,a Tra^S'ysSs^ a vaft

mound of earth. This heap of foil was in reality a high

place or altar ; which in after times was taken for a place of

burial. Thefe inclofures grew by degrees into difrepute ;

and the hiftory of them obfolete. In confequence of which

the T<po/, or mounds, were fuppofed to be the tombs of

heroes. The Grecians, who took every hiftory to them-

felves, imagined, that their Jupiter and Dionufus, and their

Hercules had flain them. But what they took for tombs of

enemies were in reality altars to thefe very Gods ; who were

not confined to Greece, nor of Grecian original. The Cam-

panians in Italy were an ancient Amonian colony : and they

were denominated from Campe or Campus, which was pro-

bably the firft temple they ereded. Stephanus Byzantinus

mews, that there was of old fuch a place : KafMfos

Nonnus. L. 18. p. 500.

Kff.fJL7fO.V8
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but would insinuate that it took its name from a

perfon the head of the colony. Euftathius more truly makes it

give name to the people : though he is not fufficiently deter-

minate. *

KctfJWOLm CUTTO roo-v
VTroK&oqfJL&wv SKSI

Ka.[jL7rwv wvopz-

c9rj<raf, YI owo Ka^Trz ffohewg. There were many of thefe

Campi in Greece, which are ftyled by Paufanias wroM$ja, in

contradiitinction to the temples, which were covered. They
are to be found in many parts of the world, where the Amo-
nian religion obtained, which was propagated much farther

than we are aware. In our ifland the exhibition of thofe

manly fports in vogue among country people is called

Camping : and the inclofures for that purpofe, where they
wreftle and contend, are called Camping clofes. There are

many of them in Cambridgefhire, as well as in other parts of

the kingdom. In Germany we meet with the name of

Kasmpenfelt ; in which word there is no part derived from

the Latine language : for the terms would then be fynony-

mous, and one of them redundant. Ksempenfelt was, I

imagine, an ancient name for a field of fports, and exercife,

like the gymnafium of the Greeks : and a Camping place in

Britain is of the like purport.

* Euftathius on Dionyfius. v. 357.

ANCIENT





( ss )

ANCIENT HEROES.

h QCUTIV (01 AiyvTmoi) rove
'

smfa.vesrat.Tovs 'H^wa? re, tccu @s%s, sn Js mi

rag nag ectvrwv. Diodorus Sic. L. i. p. 21.

IT
has been my uniform purpose, during the whole pro-

cefs, which I have made in my fyftem, to fhew, that the

Grecians formed Deities out of titles ; and that they often

attributed to one perfon, what belonged to a people. And

when they had compleated the hiftory, they generally took

the merit of it to themfelves. By means of this clue we may
obtain an infight into fome of the moft remote, and the moft

obfcure parts of antiquity. For many and great atchieve-

ments have been attributed to heroes of the firft ages, which

it was not poffible for them fingly to have performed. And
thefe adlions, though in fome degree diverfifled, and given

to different perfonages, yet upon examination will be found

to relate to one people or family ; and to be at bottom one,

and the fame hiftory.

OSIRIS,
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OSIRIS.
IF

we coniider the hiftory of Ofiris, he will appear a

wonderful conqueror, who travelled over the face of the

whole '

earth, winning new territories, wherever he came ;

yet always to the advantage of thofe, whom he fubdued.

He is faid to have been the fon of Rhea : and his chief at-

tendants in his peregrinations were Pan, Anubis, Macedo,
with Maro a great planter of vines

; alfo Triptolcmus much

/killed in hufbandry. The people of India claimed Oiiris,

as their own
; and maintained, that he was born at Nufa in

their
'

country. Others luppofed his birth-place to have

been at Nufa in 3

Arabia, where he firft planted the vine.

Many make him a native of Egypt : and mention the rout

of his travels as commencing from that country through

Arabia, and Ethiopia ; and then to India, and the regions

of the eaft. When he was arrived at the extremities of

the ocean, he turned back, and paffed through the upper

provinces of Aria, till he came to the Hellefpont, which

he croiTed, He then entered 4
Thrace, with the King of

which he had a fevere encounter : yet he is faid to have per-

fevered in his rout weftward, till he arrived at the foun-

tains of the Ifter. He was alfo in Italy, and Greece : from

the former of which he expelled the giants near Phlegra in

1

Diodorus Sicul. L. i. p. 13, 14.

Ojoioifcis Si T35 IrJ'a; TOV vssv Ttnof
iraL^ SOC.UTOIS a7ro<po.j'cr6a< yeyowai- Diod.

Sic. L. 4. p. 2 10.

' Diodorus. L. i. p. 14.

*. Piodorus. L. i. p. 17.

& Campania.
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Campania. He vifited many places upon the ocean : and

though he is reprefented as at the head of an army ;
and his

travels were attended with military operations ; yet he is at

the fame time defcribed with the Mufes, and Sciences in his

retinue. His march likewife was conducted with fongs, and

dances, and the found of every inftrument of mufic. He
built cities in various parts ; particularly

5

Hecatompulos,
which he denominated Theba, after the name of his mo-

ther. In every region, whither he came, he is faid to have

inftructed the people in
6

planting, and fowing, and other

ufeful arts. Fie particularly introduced the vine : and where

that was not adapted to the foil, he taught the natives the

ufe of ferment, and fhevved them the way to make 7 wine of

barley, little inferior to the juice of the grape. He was

efteemed a great blefling to the Egyptians both as a
8 Law-

giver, and a King. Fie firft built temples to the Gods :

and was reputed a general benefaclor of 9 mankind. After

many years travel they reprefent him as returning to Egypt
in great triumph, where after his death he was enmrined

as a Deity. His Taphos, or high altar, was fhewn in many
places : in all which he in aftertimes was fuppofed to have

been buried. The people of Memphis (hewed one of them ;

5 Diodorus. L, i. p. 14. This city is alfo faid to have been built by Hercules.

Diodorus. L. 4. p. 225.
*

Primus aratra manu folerti fecit Ofiris,

Et tenerarn ferro follicitavit humum. Tibull. L. i. El. 8. v. 29.
7

Zt/fo<;, ft. rcav Kf&tov WO/ACL. Diodorus. L. i. p. 37.

BavtAfvovTO. ce Offictv AtyvTmus euftus onropy fin KCU S-vpwfvs aTraAAafa/, jca/)-

TTCV; T J fitana., xa< roy.vs ^t-f/.evcv CIVTQIS. Plut. If. et Ofir. p. 356.
9 Eufebius. Pr. Ev. L. i. p. 44, 45.

VOL. II. I whereon
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whereon was a facred pillar, containing a detail of his life,

and great adions, to the following purport.
I0

My father
was Cronus^ theyoungeft of all the Gods. I am the king Of,risy

'who carried my arms over the face of the whole earth, till I
arrived at the uninhabited parts of India. From thence I

pafled through the regions of the north to the fountain head of
the Ifter. I vijited aljo

other remote countries ; nor flopped till

I came to the
iioejlern ocean. I am the eldeft fan of Cronus ;

fprungfrom the genuine and refpeflable race of (2uo<;) Sous, and
am related to the fountain of day. There is not a nation upon

earth, where I have not been ; and to
ivhoj'e good I have not

contributed.

This is a very curious piece of ancient hiftory : and it will

be found to be in great meafure true, if taken with this al-

lowance, that what is here faid to have been atchieved by
one perfon, was the work of many. Oiiris was a title con-

ferred upon more perfons than one ; by which means the

hiftory of the firft ages has been in fome degree confounded.

In this defcription the Cuthites are alluded to, who carried

on the expeditions here mentioned. They were one branch

of the pofterity of Ham ; who is here fpoken of as the eldeft

fon of Cronus. How juftly they conferred upon him this

rank of primogeniture, I will not determine. By
" Cronus

we are here to underfland the fame perfon, as is alfo repre-

Diodorus Sic. L. i. p. 24.
"

Both the Patriarch and his fon Ham, had the name of Cronus, as may be

learned from Sanchoniathon. EyevryQwrctv e x.a.i ev nacaia, Kportu rpeis -zzraiJV, Kpo-

ros ci/.tovufj.?; TW oTotTpi, 5trA. Euleb. Prcep. L. i. c. 10. p. 37.

Paraia is the fame as Pur-aia, the land of Ur ; from whence the Gentile writers

deduce all their mythology.
fented



THE ANALYSIS OF ANCIENT MYTHOLOGY. 59

fented under the name of Soiis. This would be more truly

expreiled S&OP, Soon; by which is meant the Sun. All the J

Amonian families affected to be ftiled Heliadce, or the off-

fpring of the Sun : and under this title they alluded to their

great anceftor, the father of all : as by Ofiris they generally

meant Ham. 2woj>, Soon, is the fame as
"
Zoon, and Zoan,

the fountain of day. The land of Zoan in Egypt was the

nome of Heliopolis : and the city Zoan the place of the

Sun. The perfon then ftiled here Soiis can be no other

than the great Patriarch under a title of the Sun. He is

accordingly by Philo Biblius called Oufoiis in an extract

from Sanchoniathon. He makes him indeed refide, where

Tyre was afterwards built : but fuppofes him to have lived

at a time, when there were great rains and ftorms ; and to

have been the firft constructor of a fhip, and the firft who
ventured upon the I3

feas. In
refpecl: to the travels of Ofiris,

we fhall find that the pofterity of Ham did traverfe at dif-

ferent times the regions above mentioned : and in many of

them took up their abode. They built the city Memphis in

Egypt ; alfo Hecatompulos, which they denominated Theba,

after the name of their reputed mother. They alfo built

Zoan, the city of the Sun.

Ofiris is a title often conferred upon the great patriarch

himfelf : and there is no way to find out the perfon meant

but by obferving the hiftory, which is fubjoined. When we
read of Ofiris being expofed in an ark, and being afterward

:

See Radicals, p. 35.

Pa.") S'onw i
) tiot'^rwi'

ov.@fmvx.ctt isrWiU-OLTtoii jtvjpi Aa?ou.?i':r TO:' Ov-

cw, (.a.'. aTroxAa/fycrai'va, ZET^DTO/ TcAjW.>!7( Sis .raAaouay gjttCnra"'.
Euicb. r*r.

Ev. L. i.e. IO. p. 35.

I 2 reftored
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reftored to day; of his planting the vine, and teaching man-
kind agriculture ;

and inculcating religion, and juftice ; the

perfon alluded to (lands too manifeft to need any further elu-

cidation. And when it is faid of Ofiris, that he went over

moft parts of the habitable globe, and built cities in various

regions; this too maybe eaiily underftood. It can allude to

nothing elfe, but a people called Ofirians, who traverfed the

regions mentioned. They were principally the Cuthites,

who went abroad under various denominations: and the hi-

ftories of all the great heroes, and heroines of the firft ages

will be found of the fame purport, as the foregoing. Ofiris

is fuppofed to have been fucceeded in Egypt by Orus. After

Orus came Thoules ; who was fucceeded by
'*

Sefoftris.

I+
Eufeb. Chron. p. 7. 1. 43.

PERSEUS.
IE R S E U S was one of the moft ancient heroes in the

mythology of Greece : the merit of whofe fuppofed

atchievements the Helladians took to themfelves ; and gave

out that he was a native of Argos. He travelled to the

temple of
' Ammon ;

and from thence traverfed the whole

extent of Africa. He fubdued the
2

Gorgons, who lived in

Mauritania, and at TartefTus in Boetica ; and defeated the

Ethiopians upon the weftern ocean, and the nations about

1

Strabo. L. 17. p. 1168.
' Tea Topy-ovais

e?r' ux.ea.rov ao-as rev -sr;ri -zs-o^.tv lx5 rnv Tctprfiftror, Schol.

in Lycophr. ad v. 838.
mount
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mount Atlas : which 3 mountain he only and Hercules are

faid to have pafTed. Being arrived at the extremity of the

continent, he found means to pafs over, and to get pofTeflion

of all the weftern lilands. He warred in the Eaft ; where

he freed *
Andromeda, the daughter of Cepheus king of the

eaftern Ethiopia, who was expofed to a fea-rnonfter. Some

imagine this to have happened at s

Joppa in Palefline, where

the
6
bones of this monfter of an extraordinary fize are fup-

pofed to have been for a long time preferved. He is faid to

have built 7 Tarfus in Cilicia, reputed the moft ancient city

in the world ; and to have planted the peach tree at
8 Mem-

phis. The Perfians were fuppofed to have been his defcend-

ants. He travelled through Afia Minor, to the country of

the 9

Hyperboreans upon the Ifter, and the lake Msotis ;

and from thence defcended to Greece. Here he built My-
cene, and Tiryns, faid by many to have been the work of the

Cyclopians. He eftablifhed a feminary at Helicon : and was

the founder of thofe families, which were ftiled Dorian, and

Herculean. It is a doubt amonp- writers, whether he cameo f

3

[Atlas] Apex Perfeo et Herculi pervius. Solin. C. 24.
4 Andromedam Perfeus

nigris porturit ab Indis. Ovid. Art. Amand. L. I. v. 53.
5 Paufan. L. 4. p. 370.
5

Pliny mentions thefe bones being brought from Joppa to Rome in the asdile-

fliip of M. Scaurus ; longitudine pedum 40, altitudine coftarum Indices elephan-
tos excedente, fpinas craflitudine fefquipedali. L. 9. c. 5.

7 Deferitur Taurique jugum, Perfeaque Tarfus. Lucan. L. 3. v. 225, See

Solin. c. 38.
8
Perleam quoque plantam a Perfeo Memphi fatam. Plin. L. 15. c. 13.

Of Perfeus in Cilicia, fee Chron. Pafch. p. 39.
'
Pindar. Pyth. Od. 10. v. 49 & 70. Et TO ruv Maxaipuv otrfptav etivos. Schol.

in v. 70.

into
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into Italy. Some of his family were there ; who defeated

the giant race in Campania, and who afterwards built Argi-

letum, and Ardea in Latium. Virgil fuppofes it to have

been effedled by Danae, the mother of this Hero :

Ardea quam dicitur olim

Acrifioneis Danae fundaiTe colonis.

But
"

Servius fays, that Perfeus himfelf in his childhood was

driven to the coaft of Daunia. He is reprefented as the an-

ceftor of the Grecian Hercules, fuppofed to have been born

at Thebes in Boeotia. In reality neither
12

Hercules, nor Per-

feus, was of Grecian original ; notwithftanding the genealo-

gies framed in that country. The hiftory of the latter came

apparently from Egypt, as we may learn from Diodorus
' 3

:

Oacn $s KQLI rov HS^TSOL ysyovevu.i KOLT AiyvKTov. Herodotus

more truly reprefents him as an I4

Aflyrian ; by which is

meant a Babylonian : and agreeably to this he is faid to have

married
' 5

Afterie, the daughter of Belus, the fame as Afta-

roth and Aftarte of Canaan ; by whom he had a daughter

Hecate. This, though taken from an idle fyftem of theo-

10

Virgil. /En. L. 7. v. 409.

Ardea a Danae Perfei matre condita. Plin. Hift. Nat. L. 3. p. 152.
"

Servius in Virgil HLn. L. 8.

'

Diodorus Sic. L. i. p. 21.

11 Ibidem.
'

1+ Herodotus. L. 6. c 54. See Chron. Pafchale. p. 38.

Some make him a Colchian. 'HAiw yap fyycrtv J;y$ ytvsa^au JUG fv TW TOTTOIS

entit'of, oi? 01'ou.a.Ta, w Hepcrem K&I AOJTW' TTB? cTg KccTctyeiv TVV "^viojiv x/ Ar/inn'

fj(.fv KoA^a? Kan Mx/wra?, Hepa-ey.
<Pe Tau^JtflS /2a<7-/Ag'J5-a;. Scliol. in Apollon.

Argonauric. L. 3. v. 199.
15 'H Jg nepc-x yjvn A^ewy. TTO./? w KM KOC.I $',I@K' o Koics <ff KO.I $3ifr OT-

PANOT TTccdgs. Schol. in Lycophron. v. 1175.

6 logy,
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logy, yet plainly mews, that the hiftory of Perfeus had been

greatly milapplied and lowered, by being inferted among the

fables of Greece. Writers fpeak of him as a great
l5

Aftro-

nomer, and a perfon of uncommon knowledge. He in-

Pcructed mariners to direct their way in the fea by the lights

of heaven ; and particularly by the polar conftellation. This

he rirft obferved, and gave it the name of Helice. Though
he was reprefented as a Babylonian ; yet he refided in Egypt,
and is laid to have reigned at Memphis. To fay the truth,

he was worshiped at that place : for Perfeus was a title of the

Deity;
I?

Hsg<TV<; o 'HA<0 ; Perfats was no other than the SuXySMfttM //u

the chief God of the Gentile world. On this account he

had a temple of great repute at
"
Chemnis, as well as at

Memphis, and in other parts of Egypt. Upon the Hera-

cleotic branch of the Nile, near the fea, was a celebrated

watchtower, denominated from him. His true name was

Perez, or Parez, rendered Perefis, Perfes, and Perfeus : and

in the account given of this perfonage we have the hiftory

of the Perefians, Parrhafians, and Perezites, in their feveral

peregrinations ; who were no other than the Heliadse, and

Ofirians above mentioned. It is a mixed hiftory, in which

their forefathers are alluded to
; particularly their great

rt
Natalis Comes. L. 7. c. 18.

7
Schol. in Lycophr. v. 18.

Lycophr. v. 17.

Tor %fuo-57raTpov fjicpfwi TO;' Htfcrea. Schol. in Lycophr. v. S jS.
18 Eu5 TM Ne/? 7roA;cs. He is faid to have introduced here Gymnic exerciies.

Herodot. L. 2. c. 91. And to have often appeared peribnally to the Priefts. He-

rodot. ibid.

Herodotus of the Dorians. L. 6. c. 54.

progenitor,
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progenitor, the father of mankind. He was fuppofed to

have had a renewal of life : they therefore defcribed Per-

feus as inclofed in an I9
ark, and expofed in a ftate of child-

hood upon the waters, after having been conceived in a

fhower of gold.

Bochart thinks that the name both of PeHis and Perfeus

was from Die, Paras, an Horfe : becaufe the Perfians were

celebrated horfemen, and took great delight in that animal.

But it muft be considered that the name is very ancient, and

prior to this ufe of horfes. P'aras, P'arez, and P'erez, how-

ever diverfified, fignify the Sun
; and are of the fame ana-

logy as P'ur, P'urrhos, P'oros, which betoken fire. Every

animal, which was in any degree appropriated to a Deity,

was called by fome facred
" '

title. Hence an horfe was

called P'arez : and the fame name but without the prefix

was given to a lion by many nations in the eaft. It was at

firfl only a mark of reference, and betokened a folar animal,

fpecifying the particular Deity, to whom it was facred.

There were many nations, which were diftinguimed in the

fame manner ; fome of whom the Greeks ftyled Parrhafians.

Hence the ancient Arcadians, thofe Selenitae, who were un-

doubtedly an Amonian colony, had this appellation. A

19 Ef Aapax/ fuAr&). Schol. in Lycophr. v. 838.

Ev xiGwTtu rtri. Chron. Pafch. p. 38. from Euripides.

The father of Danae
ivsip^a.f

atm;>' us iw KiGcarov p.ra TB FIAIAOS XJC

iK TO 7reAa^o5. Schol. in Find. Pyth. Od. 10. v. 72.
10

All falutary ftreams were confecrated to the Sun. There were fome waters

of this nature near Carthage, which were named Aquas Perfianre. See Apuleii

Florida. C. 16. p. 795, and p. 801. They were fo named from Perez, the Sun, to

whom they were facred.

10 people
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people in Elis had the fame. The Poets defcribed the con-

ftellation of Helice or the Bear by the title of Parrhafis Arc-

tos, and Parrhafis Urfa. This afterifm was confefledly, firft

taken notice of by Perez or Perfeus, by which is meant the

Persians.

Verfaque ab axe fuo Parrhafis Ar&os erat.

In the eaft, where the worfhip of Arez greatly prevailed, there

were to be found many nations called after this manner.

Part of Media, according to
"
Polybius, had the name of

Parrhafia. There were alfo Parrhaiii and Parrhafini in 1J

Sog-
diana ; and **

the like near Caucafus : alfo a town named
25 Parafmum in the Tauric Cherfonefus. The people ftyled
6
Parrhafians in Greece were the fame as the Dorians and

Heraclidse
;

all alike Cuthites, as were the ancient Perfians.

Hence it is truly faid by Plato, that the Heraclidae in Greece,

and the Achsemenidze among the Perfians were of the fame

flock :
' '

To tie 'H^a^Asss TS yzvos mi TO A^cn^sys^ sig Hegtrsct

TOV Aw avoLtpsgerai.
On this account

8

Herodotus makes

Xerxes claim kindred with the Argives of Greece, as being

11
Ovid. Trift. L. i. Eleg. 3. v. 48. See Natalis Comes. L. 7. c. 18.

1

Polyb. L. 5. p. 389.

'

"
Plin. Hift. Nat. L. 6. c. 16. See Q^Curtius, and Strabo.

14
Parrhafiii in Hyrcania. Strabo. L. 11. p. 775.

1:
Plin. Hift. Nat. L. 2. c. 98.

6 Of Parrhafians in Arcadia, Strabo. L. 8. p. 595. See Plin. Hift. Nat. L."

4. c. 6.

Tio? A/iUTTa Aa/^ta^os T'fiv ai'jQwJtgr

EIX.OV , OC.TT A^xa/iai riappacrio? y<~vta.\'.

Pauiiin. L. 6. p. 471. See alfo L. S. p. 654.
17 Plato in Alcibiad. Vol. 2. p. 120.
18

Herodot. L. 7. c. 150.

VOL. II. K equally
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equally of the pofterity of Perfes, the fame as Perfeus, the

Sun : under which character the Perfians defcribed the patri-

arch, from whom they were defcended. Perfeus was the fame

as Mithras, whofe facred cavern was ftiled Perfeum,

Mtiktn*. *9 phoebe parens feu te rofeum Titana vocari

Gentis Achaemenize ritu j feu prseftat Oiirin

Frugiferum ; feu Perfei fub rupibus antri

Indignata fequi torquentem cornua Mithram,

Of M Y R I N A,

And the AMAZONIANS of LYBIA.

FR
OM a notion that the Amazons were a community

of women, hiflorians have reprefented the chief per-

fonage of their nation as a 3 female. She is mentioned by
fome as having flourifhed long before the aera of 31

Troy: and

it is by others faid more precifely, that fhe lived in the time of

Orus, the fon of Ills and Ofiris. This removes her hiftory far

back; fo as to make it coeval with the firft annals of time.

Her dominions lay in the moil weftern parts of ^
Africa,,

at the extremity of Atlas ; where the mountain terminated

19 Statii Theb. L. i. v. 717. .

30 Diodorus Sicul. L. 3. p. 185.
31 floAAais y&'Sttis Tz-gcntpov TuvTpwtKav.

Ibid.

'*
T>;s A&JW sv TOIS -mpos la-jri^oLV y.epsfiv eTrt ra

-ZTsgciTos
TVS oiK&fAtrM. Diodorus

Sic. L. 3. p. 186.

She likewife was in pofleffion of the vtia-ot evfiziUQvis, or Iflands of the bleffed,

which lay oppofite to her dominions in Africa.

9 in
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in the ocean, to which it gave name. This country was cal-

led Mauritania
;
and was fuppofed to have been poflefled by

the Atlantes and Gorgons. The Grecian writers, who did

not know that the fame family went under different titles,

have often made the fame nation at variance with itfelf. And
as they imagined every migration to have been a warlike ex-

pedition, they have reprefented Myrina as making great cun~

quefts : and what is extraordinary, going over the fame

ground, only in a retrograde direction, which Ofiris had juft

patted before. Her firft engagement was with the Atlantes

of Cercene : againft whom flie inarched with an army of

30,000 foot, and 2000 horfe
; whom fhe completely armed

with the fkins of ferpents. Having defeated the Atlantes,

fhe marched againft the Gorgons, whom fhe likewife 33 con-

quered ; and proceeding forward fubdued the greater part
of Africa, till fhe arrived at the borders of Egypt. Having
entered into an alliance with Orus, fhe paffed the Nile, and

invaded the Arabians, whom fhe defeated. She then con-

quered the Syrians, and Cilicians, and all the nations about

Mount Taurus ; till fhe arrived at Phrygia, and the regions

about the river Ca'icus. Here fhe built many cities, parti-

cularly Cuma, Pitane, and Priene. She alfo got pofTeiTioii

of feveral iflands ;
and among others, of Lefbos and Samo-

thracia, in which laft fhe founded an afylum. After thefe

tranfaclions Myrina, accompanied with Mopfus the diviner,

Writers mention that flie raifed over the flam three large mounds of earth,

\vhich were called TOJ Aua^ow, the tombs of the Amazons. This fliews that'

the Gorgons and Amazons were the fame people, however feparated, and repro
frnred in a ft ate of warfnn*.

K 2 made
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made an expedition into Thrace, which was the ultimate of

her progrefs ;
for fhe was fuppo-fed to have been here flain.

According to Homer flie died in Phrygia : for he takes no-

tice of her tomb in the plains of Troas ; and reprefents it as

a notable performance.

X.CU
p i

YITOI o&fyss BaTJgjaj/

TS
(TJO|U.a

The tomb of this heroine was in reality a facred mound, or

high altar ; and Myrina a Gentile divinity. In her fuppofed

conquefts we may in great meafure fee the hiftory of Ofiris,

and Perfeus, reverfed, and in fome degree abridged ; yet not

fo far varied, but that the purport may be plainly difcerned.

Indeed there is no other way to obtain the hidden meaning,
but by collating the different hiftories, and bringing them in

one view under the eye of the reader.

HERCULES.
SIMILAR

to the foregoing are the expeditions of Her-

cules, and the conquefts, which he is fuppofed to have

performed. After many, exploits in Greece, the reputed

place of his nativity, he travelled as far as mount Caucafus

near Colchis, to free Prometheus, who was there expofed to

an eagle or vulture. Upon the Thermodon he engaged with

14 Iliad B. v. 81 1. Mocu'a" ovo/x V.VOIQV A^a^ocof. Scholia ibid.

the
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the Amazons, whom he utterly defeated ; and then pafled

over into Thrace. Upon his return into Greece he was

ordered to make an expedition into Iberia, a region in the

fartheft part of Spain ; where Chrufaor, a prince of great

wealth, reJlided. Hercules accepts of the commiflion ; but,

I know not for what reafon, goes firft to Crete, and from

thence to 35

Libya ; and what is extraordinary, proceeds to

Egypt. This makes the plan of his fuppofed rout fome-

what irregular and unaccountable. After forne time fpent

in thefe parts, he builds the city Hecatompulos, faid before

to have been built by Oliris : and then traverfes the whole

of Africa weftward, till he arrives at the Fretum Gadita-

num. Here he erects two pillars ; which being finimed, he

at laft enters Iberia. He defeats the fons of Chrufaor, who

were in arms to oppofe him ; and beftows their kingdom,

upon others. He likewiie feizes upon the oxen of Geryon.
He then marches into the country of the Celts, and 3& founds

the city Corunna, and likewife " Alefia in Gaul. He after-

wards fights with the giants Albion and Bergion near Are-

late, in the plain ftiled Campus Lapideus ; where are the

fait waters of Salona. He then paries the 38

Alpes ; and upon

35 Diodorus Sicu-1. L. 4- p- 216, 217, 225, 227, &c. See alfo Juilin. L. 44.

c. 4. and Apollodorus. L. 2. p. too.

Hercules of Tyre was faid to have been the Son of Alhamas, the fame as Pa-

ls nion.
36 Ludovicus Nonnius in Hifpania. p. 166. 170.
" Diodorus Sicul. L. 4. p. 227.

Corunna the fame as Kir-Ona.

Many Amonian cities of fimilar analogy to Alefu.
j8

Diodorus, ab.

the
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the banks of the Eridanus encounters a perfon of fhepherd

race
;
whom he kills, and feizes his 39

golden flocks. In his

way homeward he viiits Hetruria, and arrives at the moun-

tain Palatinus upon the Tiber. From thence he goes to the

maritime part of Campania, about Cuma, Heraclea, and the

lake Aornon. Not far from hence was an aduft and
fiery-

region ; fuppofed to have been the celebrated Phlegra, where

the giants warred againft heaven : in which war Hercules is

faid to have 4
aflifted. Here was an ancient oracular tern-

nard ty tne mountain Vefuvius, which in thofe

,.. days flamed violently, though it did not for many ages after-

wards. During his refldence here he vifited the hot foun-

tains near Mifenus and Diczearchea
; and made a large caufe-

way, called in aftertimes Via Herculanea, and Agger Puteo-

lanus. After having vifited the Locrians, and the people of

Rhegium, he croffed the fea to
Sicily ;

which fea he fwam

over, holding by the horn of an ox. At his arrival fome

warm fprings burft forth miraculoufly, to give him an op-

portunity of bathing. Here he boxed with Eryx ; defeated

the Sicani
; and performed many other exploits. What is

remarkable, having in Spain feized upon the cattle of Ge-

ryon, he is faid to have made them travel over the Pyrenean

mountains, and afterwards over the Alpes, into Italy ; and

from thence crofs the fea into Sicily ; and being now about

39

X^uo-a ^w.Aa 7rpocLT<x. Schol. in Apollon. Argonaut. L. 4. v. 1396.

Aypona ev F AiCt/x.{r.

Tot>
Hpa,K?\.fct) avfj.fj.oi^'dyTojr a-jru TUV S-fwr, v.^a.Titrra.1 T~A /MJ^, v.u.1 Tfe'5

TW
%<uga.v i^ii/j^ocaycti. Diodorus Sicul. L. 4. p. 229. Strabo.

L. 5. p. 376. and L. 6. p. 430.

to
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to leave that iiland, he fwims with them again to Rhegium :

and ranging up the coaft of the Adriatic, paries round to

Illyria, from thence to Epirus ; and fo defcends to Greece.

The whole of thefe travels is faid to have been completed in

ten years.

He was alfo reported, according to 4I

Megafthenes and

others, to have made an expedition into 4I
India, and to have

left many memorials of his tranfactlons in thofe parts. He
travelled likewife into the region called afterwards Scythia ;

the natives of which country were his
43 defcendants. He

alfo vifited the Hyperboreans. In all thefe peregrinations he

is generally defcribed as proceeding alone : at leaft we have

no intimation of any army to affift in the performance of thefe

great enterprifes. He is indeed fuppofed to have failed with

fix {Hips to **

Phrygia : but how he came by them is not

faid ; nor whence he raifed the men, who went with him.

At other times he is reprefented with a club in his hand,

and the fkin of an animal upon his fhoulders. When he paf-

fed over the ocean, he is faid to have been wafted in a golden
45 bowl. In Phrygia he freed Helione from a Cetus, or fea

moniler, juft as Perfeus delivered Andromeda. He is men-

tioned as founding many cities in parts very remote : the fea-

StrabQ. L. 15. p. 1007. and L. n.p. 771. Diodorus Sic. L. 2, p. 124.
1
Arrian. Hift. Indica. p. 321.

45 Herod. L. 4. c. 9. Ariftid. Orat. v. i. p. 85.
44 Ovid. Metam. L. 11. v. 218.

! Poculo Herculem vedlum ad Eriytheiam. Macrob. Sat. L. 5. c. 12. Apol-
lodorus. L. 2. p. 100. Schyl. Apollon. Argonaut. L. 4. v. 1396. from Phere-

cydes Syrus ;
and from the Libyca of Agroiras. AaW %CV<TW JsTrcts -JTKO'

f

HA;K

coaft
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coaft of Boetica, and Cantabria, was, according to fome writ-

ers, peopled by
*6 him. By Syncellus he is faid to have re-

Uded in Italy, and to have reigned in 47 Latium. The Gre-

cians fuppofed that he was burnt upon Mount OEta : but

the people of Gades fhevved his Taplios in their
48

city, juft

as the Egyptians fliewed the Taphos of Oliris at Memphis,
and elfewhere. Hence it was imagined by many, that Her-

cules was buried at Gades. The philofopher Megaclides
could not be brought to give the leaft aflent to the hiftories

of this
49 hero : and Strabo feems to have thought a great

part of them to have been a 5 fable. In fliort, the whole

account of this perfonage is very incontinent : and though
writers have tried to compromise matters by fuppoling more

perfons than one of this name, yet the whole is ftill incredi-

ble, and can never be fo adjufted as to merit the leaft belief.

How they multiplied the fame Deity, in order to remedy
their faulty mythology, may be feen in the following extract

from Cicero. 5l

Quanquam, quern potiilimum Herculem co-

lamus, fcire velim : plures enim nobis tradunt ii, qui inte-

riores fcrutantur et reconditas literas, Antiquifiimum Jove

natum, fed item Jove antiquiflimo : nam Joves quoque plu-

in prifcis
Graecormn literis invenimus. Ex eo igitur et

45
Strabo. L. 3. p. 237. He was fuppofed to have been the founder of Tar-

teffus, where he was worfhiped under the name of Archaleus. Etymolog. Mag.

47
Syncellus. p. 171.

8

Pomponius Mela. L. 3. c. 6.

' Athenasus. L. 12. c. 512.
"

Strabo. L. 15. p. 1009. FTAaiT/Aa TUV
'

Nat, Deorum. L. 3. c. 16.

10 Lyiito
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Lyiito eft is Hercules, quern concertafTe cum Apolline de

tripode accepimus. Alter traditur Nilo natus, ./Egyptius ;

quern aiunt Phrygias literas confcripfifle. Tertius eft ex Idasis

Daclylis, cui inferias afferunt. Quartus Jovis eft, et Afterite,

Latonze fororis, quern Tyrii maxime colunt ; cujus Crrthagi-
nem filium ferunt. Quintus in 5 *

India, qui Belus dicitur.

Sextus hie, ex Alcumena quern Jupiter genuit ; fed tertius

Jupiter : quoniam, ut docebo, plures Joves accepimus.

Hercules was a title given to the chief Deity of the Gen-

tiles, who have been multiplied into almoft as many per-

fonages, as there were countries where he was worshiped.
What has been attributed to this god Singly, was the work
of Herculeans

;
a people, who went under this title among

the many, which they affumed ;
and who were the fame

as the Ofirians, Perefians, and Cuthites. They built Tar-

teffus in Bcetica, and occupied great part of Iberia. They
likewife founded 53 Corunna in Cantabria, and 5+ Alefia in

Gaul : of which there are traditions to this day. Some of

them fettled near 5S Arelate : others among the 5<5

Alps : alfo

at Cuma, and Heraclea in Campania. They were alfo to be

found at Tyre, and in Egypt ; and even in the remoteft parts

Airian (peaks of this Indian Hercules together with the others mentioned by
Cicero. I^.i js ru -un^-a. Tavra, aAAss ai' eroi 'HpaxAejfi fin, &%' I /joa/c/5, o Tu-

<0?STCK, ft Al^UTTTlc:, V Tit Y.O.I KCLTO. KV'jJ %&pilV &
-ZZTSppW

T?!5 I^/WV yM UXKTfS.emi'

p.f)-a.; a.(ritej;. Hift. Ind. p. 319. Varro mentions forty of this name, who were

all reputed Deities.

! See Ludovicus Nonnius, in Hifpan. p. 196. 170.
* See Audigier Origines des Francois. Part. i. p. 225. 230.

5S Mela. L. 2. c. 5. 1. 30.

Petronius. p. 179. Eft locus Herculeis aris facer.

VOL. II. L of
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of 57 India. In fhort, wherever they were Heraclidas, or

Herculeans, an Hercules has been fuppofed. Hence his

character has been varioufly reprefented. One while he ap-

pears little better than a fturdy vagrant : at other times he is

mentioned as a great benefactor ; alfo as the patron of fcience,

the 58 God of eloquence with the Mufes in his train. On
this account he had the title of 59

Mufagetes ; and the Roman

general Fulvius dedicated a temple, which he had erected to

his honour, and infcribed it
6

Herculi Mufarwm. There are

gems, upon which he is reprefented as preliding among the

Deities of*
1

Science. He is faid to have been fwallowed by

\\ Jntcdiwt.<t,
a Cetus, or large 6fh> from which he was after fome time

a V/icoU, delivered. This hiftory will hereafter be eafily deciphered.
He was the chief deity of the

**
Gentile world ; the fame as

J fit. JU.YL Hermes, Oiiris, and Dionufus ; and his rites were introduced

into various parts by the Cuthites. In the detail of his pere-

grinations is contained, in great meafure, an hiftory of that

people, and of their fettlements. Each of thefe the Greeks

have defcribed as a warlike expedition ; and have taken the

glory of it to themfelves. He is faid to have had many fons.

57 He was worfhiped by the Suraceni, a particular Indian nation, who ftyled

him r>;>i/<;, or the Man of the Earth. Arrian. Hift. Indie, p. 321.
58 Hercules apud Celtas. See Vofs. de Idololat. L. i. c. 35. L. 2. c. 15.
59 Eumenius in Oral, pro Scholis inftaurandis. See Lilius Gyraklus, Synt. 10.

P- 330. ,

Suetonius in Augufto. C. 29. Livy. L. 40. c. 51.
1

Johan. Sambnci Emblemata.

He was the fame as Ofiris, the Sun. Ten fv wain KXI Jiy. ^avrv>v 'H/\/o'.

Macrob. Saturn. L. i. c. 20. p. 207. See Porphyry apud Eufeb. PnEp. Evang.
I,. J. p. 112.

jo One
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One of thefe was fi3

Archemagoras ; by which is meant the

father or chief of the Magi. There are many others enume-

rated : the principal of whom are faid to have been ;

6* Sar-

dus, or Sardon
; Cyrnus, Gelonus, Olynthus, Scythus, Gala-

thus, Lydus, Iberus, Celtus, Poimen. As thefe are all ma-

nifeftly the names of nations, we may perceive by the pur-

port of this hiftory, that the Sardinians, Corficans, Iberians,

Celtic, Galatse, Scyths, &c. &c. together with thofe ftyled

Shepherds, were Herculeans ; all defcended from that 65 Her-

cules, who was the father of Archemagoras the chief of

the Masi.

D I O N U S U S.

rT~AHE hiftory of Dionufus is clofely connected with that

of Bacchus, though they were two diftincT: perfons.

It is faid of the former, that he was born at
i Nufa in

61 See Lilius Gyraldus Syntag. 10. p. 592. Paufanias exprefles the name A<;y-

fjuzyopx.?. L. 8. p. 624.
6+ Lilius Gyrald. p. 595.
65 In the following extracts we may fee the character of this Deity among dif-

ferent nations. 'H^axAsa <fe ovriva. ts Ii'cTa; cc(p<xcr6a< AST/OS x.cne%tt -zzra^

IvSoKTi: 1

Yn-)SrSci Ag^etrSai* TUTOV TOP 'H^axAga /^aAifa -nr^os ^\jga.<jwu

Ir^ixs g6tKf. Arrian. Hift. Ind. p. 321.

AAAa T<? o.t.-^y.M e^t S-EOS AfyvTTTioto-i 'HcaxAe/;;' w e aurot teyxo-t erScc. s^i ITT-

rax/ir^/A/a xai
fj.vfitx.

t; A/j.ct<ni' (ZettrtfavtrciVTa.. Herod. L. 2. c. 4:5.

AAA' icrp.-.v A<>07rT/a;, oycv iiva. ctywiv 'H^axAfa, v.ou TU^/B?,
on -mpurov crt^uai

Oaav. Ariftid. Orat. V. i. p. 59. He had at Tyre a temple, as old as the city.

KO.I TO leov IB S-.-s ifuvQwcti. Herod. L. 2.

c. 44.

EIJ-< yap ev Tuva leocv Hpax Ages tzraAa/oTaTor, coc fj.vflfjcn oLVv

a TB Af)tiu 'H^axAea.;.
x. A. Arrian. Expedit. Alex. p. 88.

"
Diodorus Sic. L. 3. p. 195. 196. and p. 2OJ.

L 2 Arabia :
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Arabia: but the people upon the Indus infifted, that he was

a native of their 6?

country ;
and that the city Nufa, near

mount Meru, was the true place of his birth. There were,

however, fome among them, who allowed, that he came into

their parts from the weft
;
and that his arrival was in the

moft ancient times. He taught the nations, whither he came,

to build and to plant, and to enter into focieties. To effect

this, he collected the various families out of the villages, in

which they dwelt, and made them incorporate in towns and

cities, which he built in the mofl commodious fituatibn.s.

After they were thus eftablimed, he gave them laws, and in-

truded them in the worfhip of the Gods. He alfo taught

them to plant the vine, and to extract the juice of the

grape ; together with much other falutary knowledge. This

he did throughout all his
65

travels, till he had conquered

every region in the Eaft. Nor was it in thefe parts only,

that he fhewed himfelf fo beneficent a conqueror ; but over all

the habitable 6g world. The account given by the Egyptians
is confonant to that of the Indians : only they fuppofe him to

'

Aionia-v cc-Troy-ovus Qj~u$peatats. Strabo. L. 15. p. lOoS. The Tyrians laid the

fame claim to him. Tov Atovutrcv
Ti/ptot rofjufya-w eauTvu eivxi. Achill. Tatius. L. 2.

p. 67. So did hkewife the Cretans, and the people of Naxos. Some of the Li-

byans maintained, that he was educated in the grotto of the Nymphs upon the river

Triton. Didur. S;.\ L. 3. p. 202. 203. Concerning Dionufus the benefactor,

ice Arrian. ITul. Ind. p. 321.

Of his coming to India from the weft. Philoftratus L. 2. p. 64. ETT^UTOV xurov

8 Of his travels, fee Strabo. L. 15. p. 1008.
' Tor

*

uv Aioi'iHTOt', iTTt^ovra. fierce. <^pa.ro7TcS''d TZO.O-CX.V T;;V

(pinsiav TB a/UTreAa. Diodor. Sic. L. 3. p. 197.

erjai'Cjpy, Atorua&
-urfpt

-uroAAo^ Aoj-os xcx.T%ei} &s KXI TBTO

Arrian. Hift. Indie, p. 318.

have
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have been of their own country ; and to have fet out by the

way of Arabia and the Red Sea, till he arrived at the extre-

mities of the Eaft. He travelled alfo into 7

Lybia, quite to

the Atlantic ; of which performance Thymoetes is faid to

have given an account in an ancient Phrygian poem, After

his Indian expedition, which took him up three years, he

parTed from Alia by the Hellefpont into Thrace, where Ly-

curgus withftood him, and at laft put him to flight. He
came into Greece ;

and was there adopted by the people, and

reprefented as a native of their country. He vilited many

places upon the Mediterranean ; efpecially Campania, and the

coaft of Italy, where he was taken prifoner by the Hetrurian

pirates. Others fay, that he conquered all
71 Hetruria. He

had many attendants ; among whom were the Tityri, Satyri,

Thyades, and Amazons. The whole of his hiftory is very

inconfiftent in refpedt both to time and place. Writers there-

fore have tried to remedy this by introducing different peo-

ple of the fame name. Hence Dionufus is multiplied into

as many
7
'

perfonages as Hercules. His hiftory was looked

upon as very interefting ; and therefore was the chief theme

of all the ancient 73 bards. His flight, ftyled <pi>y)i Aiovvv'tS,

was particularly
7* recorded. He was the fame as Ofiris ;

and

Diodorus. L. 3. p. 204.

I; /as x.ai
Tujppw&s hey-dcrir, us K^rs^-p^xro (Atoi^x). Ariflid. Orat. in Dionuf.

P- 54-
1

Cic. de Nat. Deor. L. 3. c. 23. Of the various places of his birth, fee Dio-

dorus Sic. L. 3. p. 200.

7J
Linus, Orpheus, Panopides, Thymoetes, and Dionyfius Mikfius. Diodorus

Sic. L. 3. p. 20 1.

^
It was a common fubjecT: for Elegy. Plutarch. Ifis et Ofir.
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and many of the latter mythologifts acknowledged this truth.

<py.<nv sivy.1 TQV
itfa.g 'EAAfjO"* Aiovwov' TXTOV os

STTsXfleiv ttraTav rr,v OIKB^SVYIV 'Opoius $s mi TZS Iv$vg rov

Ssoy TZTOV 'Wag' soLvroig a,7ro$a.V<&cti yeyovsvcu. The Egyptians ^

fays
75
Diodorus, maintain that their God Ofiris is no other than

the Dionufus of Greece : And they farther mention, that he tra-

velled over the face of the whole earth In like manner the Indi

affure us, that it is the fame Deity^ who was converfant in their
6

country.

Di'onufus according to the Grecian mythology, is repre-

fented as having been twice born ;
and is faid to have had

two fathers and two mothers. He was alfo expofed in an
77
Ark, and wonderfully preferved. The purport of which

hiftories is plain. We muft however for the moft part con-

fe T;

xccTatTttjiio-ftxi ry yfvei TUV cuflpMTTCM- Diodorus Sicul. L. 4.

p. 210.

j\tvov (petal TOIS rithxa'yix.oK ypixfjt.fjiix.G'i <7UVTa.!:;ctf/.evsi> Tas TS nrcwTa ,iji'U(ry
zc'px^gic.

Diodorus Sic. L. 3. p. 201.
75 L. 4. p. 201. ^
TovO&ipiv Aiovvcrov eivxt Xtyuaiv. Herod. L. 2. c. 42. c. 145.
76 The Indians gave the fame account of Dionufus, as the Egyptians did of Ofiris.

Z7oA?0"/!', Coy T OTA
fat. Ir'jfof?

K.UTOV .CTTrSpfJidTa.' j2oa; Tt UTT'

etpoTpw ^fv^ot.1 &IOVUGQV
/zc"pwTtt.'~~Jcac( S"ss o"&;f on sS'iJ'a.^e Aioi'uo-os~ /crA. Arrian.

Hift. Indie, p. 321.
77 Paufan. L. 3. p. 272. As his rites came originally from Chaldea, and the

land of Ur, he is in confequence of it often ftyled TlupiyewK, and
Tlupviro^t;. Strabo.

L. 13. p. 932. EAO?j ftaxap Aiovva-s, FITPISnOPE, T<x.vpf*.eTa7re. Orphic.

Hymn. 44. v. i.

fid er
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fider the account given of Dionufus, as the hiftory of the

Dionufians. This is twofold. Part relates to their rites and

religion ; in which the great events of the infant world, and

the prefervation of mankind in general were recorded. In

the other part, which contains the expeditions and conquefts

of this perfonage, are enumerated the various colonies of the

people, who were denominated from him. They were the

fame as the Ofirians and Herculeans ; all of one family,

though under different appellations. I have fhewn, that

there were many places, which claimed his birth
;
and as

many, where was fhewn the fpot of his interment. Of thefe

we may find famples in Egypt, Arabia, and India ; as well

as in Africa, Greece, and its iflands. For the Grecians,

wherever they met with a grot or a cavern facred to him,

took it for granted that he was born there : and wherever

he had a taphos, or high altar, fuppofed, that he was there

7 * buried. The fame is alfo obfervable in the hiftory of all

the Gods.

From what has been faid we may perceive that the fame

hiftory has been appropriated to different perfonages : and if

we look farther into the annals of the firft ages, we {hall

find more inftances to the fame purpofe. It is faid of 79 Cro-

nus, and Aftarte, that they went over the whole earth ; dif-

pofing of the countries at their pleafure, and doing good
wherever they came. Cronus in confequence of it is repre-

78 There was a cavern, where they fuppofed him to be buried, at Delphi, -sntpa

%pua-tw ATroAAwn. Cyril, contra Jul. p. 342.
'

Kpovos trepituv TW OIXVIASVM. Sanchoniath. apud Eufeb. Prasp. Evan^. L. i.

c. 20. p. 38.

fented
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fented as an univerfal
8

benefactor
; who reclaimed men from

their favage way of life, and taught them to pafs their days
in innocence and truth. A like account is <nven of Oura-O

nus, the great king of the
8l

Atlantians, who obferving man-
kind in an unfettled and barbarous ftate, fet about building
cities for their reception ; and rendered them more humane

and civilized by his infritutions and laws. His influence was

very extenfive ; as he is fuppofed to have had the greater

part of the world under his rule. All this, and what was

above done by Cronus and Aftarte, the Grecians attributed to

Apollo and Themis. Strabo mentions from the hiftorian

Ephorus, that the oracle at Delphi was founded by thefe tv/o
12

deities at the time, when Apollo was going over the world

doing good to all mankind. He taught the nations, where

he came, to be more 8?

gentle and humane in their manners ;

and to abftain from their wild fruits, and foul banquets :

affording them inftrudions how to improve themfelves by
cultivation.

Some of thefe perfons are mentioned as proceeding in a

pacific manner : but thefe peregrinations in general are re-

!

Tor //.si'
HI' Kavyv OVTO. 'sr'tffGuTa.Tov /2a<nAeo: ysv':<r\).i' KCU ru; xa9 'KX.VTOV

T; o;>c=jU.Jr))4 TOT^' eHrwyriO-acrvKi <e Tra^t T'rii> rs

uvnv x.(xi T))i' ccTrAor/iTa f -^V%IK- Diodorus Sicul. L. 5. p. 334.
81

O'jparov -TB5 a!<6puTr&i
ijTroccc.3 iiv oiKtii'Ta.? <jvva.ytx.yttv Sis -sroAews

TS jJifv avo//.;a5 KOCL S-f/wcTa; jS.e Zcrauaou 3taTa-/'.7<7ao-6a; Si aurov T/

crA5(<ry. Diodorus Sicul. L. 3. p. 189.
11

ATraAAwi'a p.era. Og^ti^o?, wfeAria-act /3iAo//.froi' TO ysvoi n[Jiw' eircc, TC w<

CTJ eKfifj&poTtrrat sr^BJtaAsiTo.
Strabo. L. 9. p. 646.

83
Ko.9' oi' wzvjv ATroAAwra TJJC ynv eTriorTx TJ/X.^W res a,vvpu7T3; OCTO Tt TMV o.vn-

/3ici}i'.
Ibid.

prefented
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prcfented as a procefs of war ;
and all that was effected, was

fuppofed to have been "by conqueft. Thus Ofiris, Hercules,

Perfeus, Dionufus, difplayed their benevolence fword in

hand : and laid every country under an obligation to the

limits of the earth. The like is faid of Zeuth, the Zeus of

Greece, who was an tmiverfal conqueror and benefadtor :

84 Toy Aia xvgiov ysvofjLsvov
TM oAwz/ swshQeiv a/TWay t^v OIKZ-

svsgyerxvTtx.
TO

ysj/o?
Twf avQguTfwv' Stsveyitew

$s avrov

pwjitjj
jtou TOLLS aMais aartufeue ctgeTaus, ttou Jia

T8TO Tap^y xvgiov ysi/Sc^a*
T8 TV^CLn^ zorfJLZ. Zeus (or Ju-

piter) having got the intire fupremacy marched over the whole

earthy benefiting mankind wherever he came. And as he 'was a

$erfon of great bodily ftrength, and at the fame time had every

princely quality',
he very foonJubdued the whole world.

No mention is made of any conquefts atchieved by Orus :

and the reafon is, becaufe he was the fame as Ofiris. Indeed

they were all the fame perfonage : but Orus was more parti-

cularly Ofiris in his fecond ftate ; and therefore reprefented

by the ancient Egyptians as a child. What is omitted by

him, was made up by his immediate fucceflbr Thoules ; who
like thofe, who preceded, conquered every country, which

was inhabited. 8s
EITOL Oo"<{, |U,$'

ov Qgos, mi
jW-sra

avrov

08?u), os KOU ew$ T8 mscwx 'sraa'aj/ TJJV yr\v 'Grct.gsthYiipev. After
him (that is, Sous, or Sofis,) came Ofiris ; and then Orus : to

* Diodorus Sicul. L. 3. p. 195.

The wanderings of Ifis and lona relate to the fame hiltory : as do likcwife thofe

of Cadmus.
5 Eufcbii Chron. p. 7. 1. 37.

VOL. II. M
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isahom fucceeded 'Thoules^ isoho conquered the whole earth quite io

the ocean. The like hiftory is given of him by
8S

Suidas, and

by the author of the 8? Chronicon Pafchale.

Thefe accounts I have collated, and brought in fucceffton

to one another ; that we may at a view fee the abfurdity of

the hiftory, if taken in the common acceptation* And how-

ever numerous my inftances may have been, I ftiall introduce

other examples before I quit the
fubjecl:.

I muft particularly

fpeak of an Egyptian hero, equally ideal with thofe above-

mentioned ;
whofe hiftory, though the moft romantic and

improbable of any, has been admitted as credible and true.

The perfon, to whom I allude, is the celebrated Sefoftris.

Moft of the ancient hiftorians fpeak of his great achieve-

ments ; and the moft learned of the modern chronologifts

have endeavoured to determine his aera, and point out the

time of his reign. But their endeavours have been fruitlefs ;

and they vary about the time when he lived not lefs than a

thoufand years : nay, fome differ even more than this ia the

aera, which they aflign to him,

GyAi?. Q'JTCS eGacrihtucre -uja.cn}; AtyvTrTUy. x,a.t ic,.<$ eax.Sct.fti' xctt /JLIO.V TUIV tv

vnao;v sx.a.},a?i' oiiro TB ^ IB oio/jt.<y.Tos QuAyv. , S.uidas.

87 MtiTix Qcrtciv ici<Ti\iVcrEv Oficf ?iKt jj.iTix,
tcv Opoi- ifctij-tAfvcrf aA;5, o^-K t<7p-.

fs ^cgTa SwaiJj.ci.tt itvtt Tsarrai' rn> yvtv o? rai>'Ka:i'B. Chron'. Paich. p. 46..

He is mentioned by Cedrenus. BA5, o xcu ^5 ra wxtxya -waactv, rnv

. p. ?..o..

SESOSTRIS,
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SESOSTRIS.
AMONG the writers, who have written concerning "this

extraordinary perfonage, Diodorus Siculus is the moft

uniform and full ; and with his evidence I will begin my
account. He '

informs us, that, when this prince was a

youth, he was intrufted by his father with a great army.
He upon this invaded Arabia : and though he was obliged

to encounter hunger and thirft in the wilds, which he tra-

verfe-d ; yet he fubdued the whole of that large tradl of coun-

try. He was afterwards fent far into the weft ; where he

conquered all the regions of Lybia, and annexed great part

of that country to the kingdom of Egypt. After the death

of his father he formed a refolution to fubdue all the na-

tions upon earth. Accordingly having fettled every thing

at home, and appointed governors to each province, he fet

out with an army of fix hundred thoufand foot, and twenty
four thoufand horfe, and twenty feven thoufand armed

chariots. With thefe he invaded the Ethiopians to the

fouth
; whom he defeated and made tributaries to Egypt.

He then built a fleet of fhips upon the Red fea : and he is

recorded as the firft perfon, who conftrucled veffels fit for

diftant navigation. With thefe by means of his generals he

fubdued all the fea-coaft of Arabia, and all the coaft upon
the ocean as far as India. In the mean time he marched in

*

Diodorus Sicul. L. i.p. 49.

M 2 perfon



84 THE ANALYSIS OF ANCIENT MYTHOLOGY.

perfon with a puiflant army by land, and conquered the

whole continent of Alia. He not only overran the coun-

tries, which Alexander afterwards invaded ; but croffed both

the Indus, and the Ganges ; and from thence penetrated to

the eaftern ocean. He then turned to the north, and at-

tacked the nations of Scythia ;
till he at laft arrived at the

Tanais, which divides Europe and Afia. Here he founded

a colony : leaving behind him fome of his people, as he had

juft before done at
z
Colchis. Thefe nations are faid to the

laft to have retained memorials of their original from Egypt.
About the fame time Afia Minor, and moft of the iflands

near it, fell into his hands. He at laft paffed into 3

Thrace,

where he is faid to have been brought into fome difficulties.

He however perflfted, and fubdued all the regions of Europe.
In moft of thefe countries he creeled pillars

with hierogly-

phical iafcriptions ; denoting that thefe parts of the world

had been fubdued by the great Sefoftris, or, as
4 Diodorus ex-

prefles his name, Sefoofis. He likewife erected ftatues of

himfelf, formed of ftone, with a bow and a lance : which

ftatues were in length four cubits and four palms, according

to the dimensions of his own height and ftature. Having
thus fmifried his career of 5

victory, he returned laden with

2
See Apollon. Argonaut. L. 4. v. 277. and Herodot. L. 2.c. 102.

Syncellus. p. 59, 60.

3 Diodorus Sicul. above. He was near lofmg his whole army.
4 T)' S e ir,v

xjtiga.v
oTrAat; 3caT<rp4aTa 70 ' 5 *aU7"a (Gaff/Asus /5aa-<Awr, v.a.1 Ase-

TTOT> Z-fcr7roTci)f ^,s<y-oci}!7is. Diodor. Sicul. ibid.

5 He pafied through all Ethiopia to the Cinnamon country. Strabo. L. 17.

p. 1138. This muft be Indica Ethiopia, and the ifland Scran-Dive. Hence came

Cinnamon : here were <r>?Aaj *< i^i-)-fx^x\

Vcnit ad occafum, mundique extrema Sefofuis. Lucan. L. 10. v. 276.

fpoils
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fpoils
to Egypt, after an abfence of

6
nine years ; which is

one year lefs, than was attributed to the expeditions of Her-

cules.

The detail given by this hiflorian is very plain and pre-

cife : and we proceed very regularly and minutely in a geo-

graphical feries from one conquefl to another : fo that the

ftory is rendered iri fome degree plaufible, But we may
learn from Diodorus himfelf, that little credit is to be paid

to this narration, after all the pains he may have taken to

win upon our credulity. Fie ingenuouily owns, that not

only the Grecian writers, but even the priefls
of Egypt, and

the bards of the fame country, varied in the accounts, which

they gave of this hero ; and were guilty of great inconfiftence.

It was therefore his chief labour to collect what he thought

moil credible, and what appeared moft confonant to the me-

morials in Egypt, which time had fpared :
7 Ta

rots VTrctg'xzfLv
sn x.y.r& TQV ywgQLv <r^siois TO.

iehQsiv. But, as thefe memorials conrifted chiefly

in hieroglyphics, I do not fee how it was poffible for Dio-

dorus to underftand, what the bards and priefts could not

decipher. The adjuftment of this hiftory, had it been prac-

ticable, fhould have been the work of a native Egyptian,

and not of a perfon either from Greece, or Sicily. This

6

2g<7<u<Tf
is T?? ^/or, 03 a.7rai(j-ct.v f^ffipuffctrs

rw ATKX.V tv evicc'jTois evi'Sx. Syncellus.

r- 59-

Some make him advance farther, and conquer all Europe : oftoieos UTrerx^s xai

TKi' Affiav sTKca.V) Kat THN ETPHOHN, xai inv 'Sx.uQixi', KM T/JI' Mv<riv. Chron.

Paich. p. 47. Herodotus thinks that he did not proceed farther than Thrace. L. 2.

c. ioj.
7 Diodorus Sicul, L. i. p. 49.

writer
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writer afterwards mentions the mighty
8
works of Sefoftris

upon his return into Egypt : the temples, which he built,

and the great entrenchments, which he made to the eaft, to

guard the country from the Arabians : and having enume-

rated the whole of his actions, he concludes with an inge-

nuous confeflion, that 9
little could be obtained, that was pre-

cifely true. He has without doubt culled the moft pro-

bable atchievements of this hero ; and coloured and arranged

them to the bed advantage : yet they ftill exceed belief.

And if after this care and difpofition they feem incredible,

how would they appear in the garb, in which he found them?

Yet the hiftory of this perfonage has been admitted as cre-

dible by the moft learned
I0
writers and chronologifts : though,

ag j fafQTG mentioned, they cannot determine the aera of his

reign within a thoufand years. Sir John Marfham and Sir

Ifaac Newton fuppofe him to have been the Sefac of the fcrip-

tures ; and confequently bring his reign down to the time of

Rehoboam king of Judah. But the only reafon for this, as

far as I can perceive, feems to be, that Sefoftris is repre-

fented as a great conqueror ; and Sefac is prefumed from his

large
"
army to have been fo likewife. But there is nothing

8 Of all the great actions of Sefoftris, fee Marfham. Can. Chron. Sec. 14. p. 354.
9

riepi Je -TZTUV TO fj.ev aA6t? sxQevbcti /JLST axp&ati a
paoiov. Diodor. Sicul.

L. i. p. 52.
10

Sir John Marfham's Can. Chron. Sec. 14. p. 354,

Sir Ifaac Newton's Chronolgy. p. 217.
"

i Kings. C. 14. v. 25, 26. And it came to pafs, that in the fifth year of king

Reboboam Shijhak king of Egypt came up againft Jcrufalem (becaufe they had tranfgreffed

againfl the Lord) ; with twelve hundred chariots: and threefcore thoufand horfemen ; and

the people were without number, that came with him out of Egypt ; the Lubims, the Suk-

kiims, and the Ethiopians. 2. Chroa, c. 12. v. 2, 3.

7 more
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more faid of Sefac, than that he formed a plan of conquering
the king of Judah ; and accordingly came with the army be-

forementioned, to put his defign in execution. But the
11

capital being delivered into his hands without the leaft re-

fiftance, and the king intirely fubmitting himfelf to his will ;

he contented himfelf with the rich plunder, which he found,

and which he carried away at his departure. We may alfo

infer from the fervitude, to which the people of [udah were

reduced, that he impofed upon them fome future contribu-

tions. This is the whole of the hiftory of Sefac, or Shimak :

by whom no other expedition was undertaken that we know
of: nor is there mention made upon record of a /ingle battle,

which he fought. Yet from a notion that Sefac was a great

warrior, he is made the fame as Sefoftris : and the age of the

latter is brought down very many centuries beneath the aera,

to which the beft writers have adjudged it. When we differ

from received tradition, we fhould not pafs over in filence

what is faid on the contrary part ; but give it at large, and

then fhew our reafons for our departure from it. I have

taken notice of the fuppofed conquerors of the earth : and

among them of the reputed deities of Egypt, who came un-

der the names of Ofiris, Perfeus, Thoules, &c. Thefe are

fuppofed, if they ever exifted, to have lived in the firft ages

of the world, when Egypt was in its infant ftate : and Se-

foftris is made one of their number. He is by fome placed

after Orus ; by others after Thoules ;
but ftill referred to the

firft ages. He is reprefented under the name of Sethos,
'

' Se-

it Swaxos aaajfcMTi Tnv -zzroAir. Jofeph. Antic^. L. 8. C. 10.

'

Scthofis of Jofephus contra Apion. L. i. p. 447.
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thofis, Sefoofts, Sefonchofis, Sefoftris
;

but the hiftory, with

which thefe names are accompanied, fhews plainly the iden-

tity of the perfonage. Eufebius in reckoning up the dynafty

of kings, who reigned after Hephaiftus or Vulcan, mentions

them in the following order :

14 7%enfucceeded his fen Helms ;

after him Sofis^ then Qfiris, then Orus
y

then T&ou/es, who con-

quered the whole earth to the ocean ; and laft of all Sefoftris.

The ' 5 Scholiaft upon Apollonius Rhodius calls him Sefon-

chons ; and places him immediately after Orus, and the third

in fuccefiion from Ofiris : giving at the fame time an account

of his conquefts. He adds that he was the perfon, whom

Theopompus called Sefoftris. The fame Scholiaft quotes a

curious pafTage from Dicsearchus, in which Sefonchofis main-

tains the fame rank, and was confequently of the higheft

antiquity.
6
Diccsarchtts in the firft book of his hiftory mentions>

that immediately after the reign of Qrus^ the fen of IJis and

Qfiris, in Egypt, the government devolved to Sejonchofes : Jo that

from the time of Sefonchofis to Nilus were two thoufand years.

Cedrenus I7
calls him Sefoftris ;

and mentions him after Ofiris,

and Orus, and Thoules ;
which laft was by the above writer

omitted. O<rii<;. Qog. A>i, JLZTO, $s TXTQV 2,s<rus'i$. The

14 Eufeb. Chron. p. 7. 1. 43. GsAw* p.tra i TSTCI/ ^f
'

^.Saoy^oao'i?, AiyuTrru ura.viis /2.cr/AfU5 /USTO. fi^oi'
ifa Iai<Pos KOU Oaipioo;

A.a'iot.v
op[AWcra.$

WOLGO.V xcne<z~fi'^<x.To, o'p.oiM f~s TO. -zs-Aeifa TJ)5

sv TgtTu ^taca^-fiv <x.uTov KoiAsi. Schol. in Apollon. Argonaut.
L. 4. v. 272.

ev TzpcaTa, JJ^TOC. TOV Icrtfos x.a.i

O.TTO T

. Schol. in Apollon. Argonaut, ibid.

17 Cedrenus. V. i. p. 20. Ofiris, Orus, Thoules, Sefoftris.
h

author
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nuthor of the Chronicon Pafchale makes Orus to have been

fucceeded by the fame perfonage, as is mentioned above,

whom he calls Thoulis ;
and next to him introduces Sefoftris.

He relates all his great conquefls ; and gives us this farther

information, that this prince was the firft of the line of Ham,
who reigned in Egypt : in other words, he was the firft king
of the country.

!

Ev TZTOK; fJLsrcc
rat/rot

7wv AtyvTmuv TzrgttTot;
sx rw <pyAr, TOT XAM

Ariftotle fpeaks of Sefoftris ;
but does not determine the time

of his reign on account of its great antiquity. He only fays

that it was long before the age of Minos, who was fup-

pofed to have reigned in Crete. Apollonius Rhodius, who
is thought to have been a native of Egypt, fpeaks of the

great actions of this prince ;
but mentions no name : not

knowing, I imagine, by which properly to diftinguifli him,
as he was reprefented under fo many. He however attri-

butes to him every thing, which is faid of
"

Sefoftris ; par-

8
Succeeded by Qapau. Chron. Pafch. p. 48.

9
Joannes Antiochenus has borrowed the fame hiftory, and calls this king

Softris. E<*crifav(rev Aiyvinuav Ta-pwros ex. TYIS <fuA TH Xa;. 2<rfrt. p. 28. He
adds, that Softris, or Sefoftris, lived in the time of Hermes, 'E/f-twso Tpa-fteyuro;

AiyvTrnos. He was fucceeded by Pharaoh, TO-^TO?, the firft of the name. Ibid.

Herodotus calls him Pheron, and Pherona. L. 2. c. 1 1 1.

9 OoAw
VTTtprftvet TO/S

%govats TW Mtvca (2<x.a-iAtta.t/ n SfcrwTpic?. Politic. L. 7.

C. IO.

Apollon. Argonaut. L. 4. v. 272. EtQcv cT riva. (fctcri ^ea-oy^MO-iif. AiyuTrra

@oi<TitetK QeoTTOfATrc; ft tv rpiTiu ~S,v(ac?piv
cturov xceAfj. Schol. ibid.

titov
%gci>ui>,

x6' as- eyei'ero ^ecroyxfra-is, a fttv ATroAAwi'/os THTO ftovoy

us
7'ftf

acf c etTrewvoQev <x,ttai>. Schol. ibid.

Lycophron fpeaks of Apollo Zw^-^io;, and a promontory
i

Z<uytipioi't
ei> J legw

ATraAAwj'05. Schol. ad v. 1278.
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ticularly the fettling a colony at Colchis, and building innu-

merable cities in the countries, which he traverfed :

<T

He reprefents him as conquering all Afia and Europe ; and

this in times fo remote, that many of the cities, which he

built, were in ruins before the sera of the Argonauts.
From what has been faid, we may perceive that, if fuch a

perfon as Sefoftris had exifted, his reign mufl have been of

the earlieft date. He is by fome reprefented as fucceeding
Thoules : according to others he comes one degree higher,

being introduced after
ia

Orus, who in the catalogue of Pan-

odorus is placed firft of the Demigods, that reigned in

Egypt ;
but by

* 3 Herodotus is ranked among the deities.

According to Dicsearchus the reign of Sefoftris was two thou-

fand five hundred years before Nilus : and the reign of the

latter was four hundred and thirty-fix years before the firft

Olympiad. I do not place the leaft confidence in thefe

computations ; but would only fhew from them that the per-

fon fpoken of muft be referred to the mythic age, to the sera.

of the Demigods of Egypt, Some of thefe evidences are

taken notice of by Sir John
*4 Marfham ; who cannot extri-

cate himfelf from the difficulties, with which his fyftem is

*
Schol. Apollon. L. 4. v. 272. Syncellus joins him with Serapis. p. 91.

1! Herodotus. L. 2. c. 144.

OUTTU
TSipstx. TvcivTa, x.T.A. Apolbn. L. 4. v. 2$K See the whole, and Schol,

ibid.

z+ Canon. Chroaic. Sec. 10. p. 238. 259.

attendeda
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attended. He has taken for granted, that Sefoftris and Se-

conchofis are the Sefac of the Scriptures ; though every cir-

cumftance of their hiftory is repugnant to that notion.

15 / k?tow not) fays he, what to make of this Sefonchofis ; who is

reprefented as jive thoufandyears before Menes, and who is refer-

red to the time of the Demigods. In another place : Sefoftris.J O L J J

who is in the twelfth Dyjiafty of Africanus^ and whofe eera ex-

tends higher',
than the Canon of Eufebius reaches^ reigned accord-

ing to Scaliger s computation in the 1392^ year of the Julian
Period. By this calculation Sefojlris is made prior to Sefojlris ;

and this too by no
lefs

than 2355 years : for it is manifejl^ as

I will Jhew from Scripture^ that
Sefojlris

undertook his expe-

dition into Afia^ and got poffeffion of Jerufalem in the 3747^
year of the Period abovementioned. What is faid in the facred

writings, I have taken notice of before. Not a word occurs

about Sefoftris, nor of any fuch Afiatic expedition. I am

obliged to fay, that through the whole of this learned writer's

procefs, inftead of a proof, we find nothing elfe but the quef-
tion begged, and fome inferences of his own in confequencc
of this affumption. He indeed quotes the authority of Ma-
nethon from Jofephus, to prove that the great actions of Se-

foftris were the fame as were performed by Sefac. But Ma-
nethon fays no fuch thing : nor does Jofephus attribute any

'

Quis igitnr Sefonchofis ille, qui, Menen antevcrtens annis amplins 5000, inter

Semideos locum habere videatur? Marfham. Canon. Chronic. Sec. 10. p. 238.
Sefollris in XII. African! Dynaftia (quae Eufebiani Canonis epocham antevertit)

ex Scaligeri calculis regnavit anno Per. Jul. 1292 : quo ratiocinio Sefoftris faclus

eft annos 2355 ipfo Sefoftre fenior. Nam ex S. literis (fuo loco) apparebit, Se-

foftrim expeditionem fufcepifle in Afiam, et Hierolblyma cepiffe Anno Per. Jul.

3747. Ibid. p. 239.

N 2 fuch
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fuch exploits to Sefac : but exprefsly fays more than once,

that Sefac, and Sefoftris were two different
i6

perfons. It is

no where faid of Sefac, that he made an expedition into Aria;

much lefs that he conquered it, as is fuppofed of Sefoftris.

Sefac went up againft Jerufalem, and took it, ajW,srr;7f, with-

out meeting with any oppofition. Upon this he departed,

and carried with him the treafures, which he had there

feized : in other words, he went home again. There is not

the leaft mention made of his invading
2;

Samaria, or the

country about. Libanus, and Sidon ; or of his marching to

Syria : all which made but a fmall part of the great Conti-

nent, called in after-times Afia : much lefs did he vifit the

countries of the Affyrians, and Babylonians ;
or the regions

of Elam and the Medes. All this, and much more he muft

have done, to have come up to the character, to which they

would fain entitle him.

I will not enter into any further difcuflion of the great

conquefts attributed to this fuppofed monarch Sefoftris.

They are as ideal as thofe of Sefac, and fufficiently confute

themfelves. Firft Oiiris is faid to have conquered the whole

earth : then Zeus, then Perfeus, then
**

Hercules, all nearly

of the fame degree of antiquity, if we may believe the btft

Mythologies. Myrina comes in for a mare of conqueft in

*6

Antiq. L. 8. c. 10. p. 449. and 450.
* 7 He came merely as a confederate to Jeroboam, in favour of the kingdom of

Ifrael ; and his intention was to ruin Judah : but his cruel purpofe was averted by

the voluntary fubmiflion both of the king and people; and by the treafures they

gave up to him, which were the purchafe of their fecurity.
18

Hercules is laid to have commanded the armies of Ofiris. Diodorus Sicul.

L. i. p. 15.

the
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the time of Orus. After her Thoules fubdues the whole

from the Eaftern Ocean, to the great Atlantic : and as it no-

thing had been performed before, Sefoftris immediately fuc-

ceeds, and conquers it over again.
*9 Herodotus informs us,

as a token of thefe victories, that Sefoftris ere&ed pillars and

obelifks with emblematical infcriptions : and that he faw

fome of them in Phrygia, and in other countries, which had

been conquered. He without doubt faw pillars : but how

did he know for certain, by whom they were erected ?

and who taught him to interpret the fymbols ? Paufanias

takes 3 notice of a coloffal ftatue in the Thebais, and fays

that the hiftory given of it was not fatisfa&ory. He tells

us, that it ftood near the Syringes, in upper Egypt ; and

he viewed it with great admiration. It was the figure of a

man in a fitting pofture ;
which fome faid was the reprefen-

tation of Memnon the Ethiopian : others maintained, that it

was the ftatue of Phamenophis : and others again, that it re-

lated to Sefoftris. There were here emblems, and fymbols ;

yet a diversity of opinions. I want therefore to know, how

Herodotus could interpret in Phrygia, what a native could

not decipher in Egypt. The fame queftion may be afked

about the people of Syria, among whom were obelifks attri-

buted to the fame perfon. How came they to be fo deter-

*9 L. 2. c. 1 06. Concerning the interpretation of thefe emblems, fee Joan. Pierii

Hieroglyph. L. 34. c. 20.

30 Paufan. L. i. p. 101. The ftatue remains to this day. In like manner it was

reported that Dionufus raifed pillars. Strabo. L. 3. p. 260.

E*0a TS x.cti .j-wAai narytvt<K Awja-d. Dionys. Perieg. v. 623.

Hi rcules erected the like. All which was done by people ftyled Dionyfians and

lierculeans.

initiate
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minate about an Egyptian work ;
when people of that coun-

try in the fame circumftances were fo utterly at a lols ? the

whole undoubtedly was matter of furmife. I fhall not there-

fore fay any thing more of Sefoftris
;
as I muft again fpeak of

/ i
; him, when I come to the kings of Egypt.

If we compare the above hiftories, we may perceive that

they bear a manifeft iimilitude to one another ; though they

are attributed to different perfons. They contain accounts

of great atchievements in the firft ages : in effecting which

thefe ancient heroes are reprefented as traverfing immenfe re-

oions, and carrying their arms to the very limits of the known

world : the great Tartarian ocean to the eaft, and the At-

lantic weftward, being the boundaries of their travel. Some
' O

of them feem to have been of the fame age ;
and to have car-

ried on thefe conquefts at nearly the fame time : and thofe,

whofe asra may pofllbly differ, have this in common with the

others ;
that they virit the fame countries, march for the

moft part by the fame rout
; and are often joined by the fame

allies, and are followed by the like attendants. They are in

general efteemed benefactors, wherever they go : and carry

the fciences with them, as well as their religious rites ; in

which they inftrudl the natives in different parts of the world.

Thefe are to be fure noble occurrences ; which however

could not pofllbly have happened, as they are reprefented

above. It is not to be fuppofed, that any perfon in thofe

early ages, or in any age, could go over fuch a tract of coun-

try ; much lefs that he fliould fubdue it. It is ftill more

improbable, that fuch extenfive conquers fhould be fo im-

mediately repeated : and that they fhould in fome inftances

7 be
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be carried on by different people at nearly the fame time.

They, who fpeak of mighty empires being founded in thofe

early days, know little of true hiftory ; and have formed a

very wrong judgment of the politics, which then imiverfally

prevailed. The whole earth, as far as we can learn, was

divided into little coordinate ftates : every city feems to have

been fubfervient to its own Judge and Ruler, and independ-
ent of all others. In the land of 3I Canaan thirty-one kings

were fubdued by Jofhua, between Jordan and the fea : and

fome were ftill left by him unconquered. In thofe days,

fays the learned Marfham, quot urbes, tot regna. The like

was for many ages afterwards obfervable in Greece, as well

as in Latium, Samnium, and Hetruria. A powerful enemy
made Egypt unite under one head : and the neceflities of the

people in a time of dearth ferved to complete that fyftem.

The Israelites, too, when fettled in Canaan, formed a large

kingdom. Excepting thefe two nations we know of none of

any confiderable extent, that were thus united. The 32

Sy-

rians and the Philiftim were in feparate ftates, and under

different governors. The kingdoms of Nineve and Baby-
lonia confifted each of one mighty city, with its environs ; in

which were perhaps included fome fubordinate villages.

They were properly walled 33 Provinces : and the inhabitants

were in a ftate of reft for ages. The AlTyrian did not till

Jofhua. c. 12. v. 24. Adonibezek had threefccre and ten vafTal princes at his

feet ; if the headsman of every village may be fo called. Judges c. i. v. 7.

l* Benhadad of Damafcus was attended with thirty-two kings, when he invaded

Samaria, i. Kings, c. 20. v. i.

" The people plowed, and fowed, and had fruits, and pafluu-s, within their

walls,

abcut
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about feven hundred years before Chrift, begin to contend

for dominion, and make acquisition of territory : and we

may forin a judgment, from what he then 31"

gained, of what

he was porTeffed before. The cities Hala, Habor, Haran in

Mefopotamia, with Carchemifh upon the Euphrates, were

his firft conquefts : to thefe he added the puny ftates Ina

Iva, and Sepharvaim upon the fame river. He then pro-

ceeded to Hamath, Damafcus, and other cities of Syria ;
and

at laft came to Samaria. The line of conqueft points out

the rout, which he took ; and fhews that there were in Me-

fopotamia numberlefs little ftates, independent of Babylon
and Nineve, though in their immediate vicinity. Confe-

quently the notion of the extent, dominion, and antiquity

of thofe monarchies, as delivered by Ctefias and others, is

intirely void of truth. The conquefts likewife of thofe He-

roes and Demigods, who are made coeval with the fuppofed

foundations of thofe monarchies, muft be equally groundlefs.

To fay the truth, the very perfonages are ideal, and have

been formed out of the titles of the Deity : and the hiftory,

with which they are attended, related not to conqueft, but

to peregrinations of another nature ; to colonies, which went

abroad, and fettled in the countries mentioned. The An-

cients, as I have repeatedly faid, have given to a perfon, what

related to a people : and if we make this fmall allowance,

the hiftory will be found in great meafure true.

J*
2 Kings, c. 17. v. 6. and c. 18. v. u. and v. 34. Ifaiah. c. 10. v. 9. c. 37.

v. 13.

N INUS
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N I N U S and S E M I R A M I S.

AVING given an account of the mythic heroes ofO J

Egypt, I think it neceffary to fubjoin an hiftory of

two others of the like ftamp, who have made no lefs figure

in the annals of Babylon and Affyria. The perfons, to whom
I allude, are Ninus and Semiramis ; whofe conquefts, though

they did not extend fo far as thofe above, are yet alike won-

derful, and equally groundlefs. It is faid of Ninus, that he

was the firft king of
'

AlTyria : and being a prince of great

power, he made war on his neighbours the Babylonians,

whom he conquered. He afterwards invaded the Arme-

nians
;
whofe king Barfanes, finding himfelf much inferior

to his adverfary, diverted his anger by great prefents, and a

voluntary
2
fubmiilion. The next object of his ambition

was Media, which he foon fubdued
; and getting Phanius,

the king of the country, into his hands, together with his

wife and feven children, he condemned them all to be cruci-

fied. His hopes being greatly raifed by this fuccefs, he pro-
ceeded to reduce all the nations to his obedience between

the Tanais and the Nile : and in feventeen years he made fo

great a progrefs, that, excepting Badria, all Alia fubmitted

to him as far as the river Indus. In the feries of conquered
countries Ctefias enumerates Egypt, Phenicia, Coile Syria,

1

Diodorus Sicul. L. 2. p. 90.
*
Diodorus Sicul. L. 2. p. 91.

VOL. II. O Cicilia,
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Cilicia, Pamphylia, Lycia, Caria, Phrygia, Myfia, Lydia s

Cappadocia, and the nations in Pontus, and thofe near the

Tana'is. To thefe are added the Dacians, Hyrcanians, Der-

bicians, Carmanians, Parthians, with all Perils and Suiiana,

and the numerous nations upon the Cafpian fea. After thefe

notable actions he laid the foundation of the great city Ni-

neve ; which by miftake is faid to have been built upon the

banks of the 3

Euphrates. His laft expedition was againft

the Badtrians : at which time he firfl faw Semiramis, a wo-

man of uncommon endowments, and great perfonal charms.

He had an army which amounted to feven millions of foot,

and two millions of horfe, with two hundred thoufand cha-

riots with fcythes. For the
poflibility of which circum-

ftances Diodorus tries to account in favour of the hiftorian,

from whom he borrows. By the conduct of Semiramis the

Bactrians are fubdued ; and Ninus takes the capital of the

country : upon which in return for her fervices he makes

Semiramis his queen. Not long after he dies, leaving only
one fon by this princefs, who was called Ninyas.
The hiftory of Semiramis is varioufly related by different

authors. Some make her a native of Afcalon
; and fay that

{he was expofed in the defert, and nourifhed by pigeons.

She was in this iituation difcovered by a fhepherd named

Simma. He bred her up, and married her to Menon; whom
fhe deferted for Ninus. During her fon's minority fhe af-

furned the regal ftate : and the firft work which he un-

dertook, was the interment of her huuSand. She accordingly

buried him with great fplendor j and raifed over him a

3 Diodorus Sicul. L. i.
p. 92.

mound
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mound of earth, no lefs than a mile and a quarter high,

and proportionally wide at bottom : after which {he built

Babylon. This being fmifhed, {lie made an expedition into

Media ; and wherever (he came left memorials of her power
and munificence. This was effected by creeling vaft ftruc-

tures, forming lakes, and laying out gardens of great extent;

particularly in Chaonia and Ecbatana. In fhort, me le-

velled hills, and raifed 4 mounds of an immenfe height, which

retained her name for ages. After this (he invaded Egypt,

and conquered Ethiopia, with the greater part of Libya :

and having accomplished her wifh, and there being no ene-

my to cope with her, excepting the people of India, me
refolved to direct her forces towards that quarter. She had

an army of three millions of foot, five hundred thoufand

horfe, and one hundred thoufand chariots. For the pa/Ting

of rivers, and engaging with the enemy by water, me had

procured two thoufand mips to be fo constructed, as to be

taken to pieces for the advantage of carriage : which {hips

were built in Bactria by experienced perfons from Phoenicia,

Syria, and Cyprus. With thefe me entered into a naval en-

gagement with Strabrobates king of India ; and at the firft

encounter funk a thoufand of his {hips. Upon this me built

a bridge over the river Indus, and penetrated into the heart

of the country. Here Strabrobates engaged her ; but being

4
'AuT>? {tev KTrife^To ^U.OLTOC. ctvx ro urefico orra u^ioBetiTOt. Herod. L. r.

c. 184.

Such Wjt/.Ta were railed by the Amonians in all places where they fettled,

called ratfo/.

Four fuch were in Troas k E/<n p.sr av t.cpoi m-rap-', OAv;/.:rioi xaAy,n;i'^.

Strabo. L. 10. p. 72.0. There were fuch alfo of the Amazons in Mauritania.

O 2 deceived
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deceived by the numerous appearance of her elephants at

firft gave way. For being deficient in thofe animals {he had

procured the hides of three thoufand black oxen
; which be-

ing properly fewed, and ftufTed with ftraw, formed an ap-

pearance of fo many elephants. All this was done fo natu-

rally, that the real animals could not ftand the fight. But

this ftratagem being at laft difcovered, Semiramis was obliged
to retreat, after having loft a great part of her 5

army. Soon

after this fhe refigned the government to her fon Ninyas,
and died. According to fome writers, fhe was flam by his

hand.

The hiftory of Ninus and Semiramis, as here reprefented,

is in great meafure founded upon terms, which have been

mifconftrued
; and thefe fictions have been invented in con-

fequence of the miftakes. Under the character of Semiramis

we are certainly to underftand a people ftyled Sernarim, a

title affumed by the ancient Babylonians. They were called

Semarim from their inligne, which was a dove, expreffed Se-

maramas, of which I fhall fpeak hereafter more at large. It

was ufed as an object of worfhip ;
and efteemed the fame

as Rhea, the mother of the gods :

'

EeftigaifJUV
tcou rqv 'Psotv

xa.h8fj,svr,y -wag Avvvgioig.

If we take the hiftory of Semiramis, as it is given us by
Ctefias and others ; nothing can be more inconfiftent. Some

make her the wife of Ninus : others fay that fhe was his

5 She carried back but twenty men, according to Strabo. L. 15. p. 1051.

Chron. Pafchale. p. 36. Semiramis was, we find, Rhea: and Rhea was the

fame as Cybele, the mother of the Gods ; TV Pear, Kt^Ajji', xai KuV, KO.I Aivfu-

p.iiniv.
Strabo. L. 10. p. 721.

daup-hter :
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7

daughter : and about the time of her birth they vary be-

yond meafure. She is fometimes made coeval with the city

Nineve : at other times fhe is brought down within a few

centuries of
! Herodotus. She invades the Babylonians be-

fore the city was 9

built, from whence they were denomi-

nated : and makes fumptuous gardens at Ecbatana. Hence

that city is introduced as coeval with Nineve : though, if

the leaft credit may be given to
I0

Herodotus, it was built

many ages after by Deioces the Mede. The city Nineve it-

felf is by Cteiias placed upon the
"
Euphrates ; though every

other writer agrees, that it lay far to the eaft, and was

fituated upon the Tigris. This hews, how little credit is

7 Cononis narrationes apud Pact. p. 427.
!

Heroeiot. L. i. c. 184. five ages (ytrgsii) before Nitocris the mother of La-

bynitus, whom Cyrus conquered.

It may be worth while to obferve the different opinions of authors about the

time, when Semiramis is fuppofed to have lived.

Years.

According to Syncellus fhe lived before Chrifl 2I 77

Petavius makes the term 2060

Helvicus 2248

Eufebius 1984
Mr. Jackfon 1964

Abp. U flier 1215
Philo Biblius from Sanchoniathon (apud Eufeb. Prxp. Evano-. L. i. u.7

s
,

r > 1200
31.) about i

Herodotus about 713
What credit can be given to the hiftory of a perfon, the time of whole life cannot

be afcertained within 1535 years? for fo great is the difference of the extremes in

the numbers above given.

See Dionyf. Perieg. Sch:>l. in v. icc6.
9 Diodorus Sicul. L. i. c. 90.

Hu-odotus. L. i. p. 98.
11

Diodorus Sicul. L. t. p. gz.
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to be paid to Ctefias. The whole account of the fleet of

ihips built in Badlria, and carried upon camels to the Indus,

is a childifht forgery. How can we fuppofe, that there were

no woods to conftruct fuch vefTels, but in the moft inland

regions of Afia ? The ftory of the fictitious elephants, made

out of the hides of black oxen, which put to flight the real

elephants, is another
filly fable. Megafthenes, who wrote of

India, would not allow that Semiramis was ever in thofe
1

parts. Arrian feems to fpeak of it as a groundlefs
I3 fur-

mife. Her building of Babylon was by
I4 Berofus treated as

a fable. Herennius Philo maintained, that it was built by a

fon of Belus the wife, two thoufand years before her
' 5 birth.

Suidas fays, that fhe called Nineve l6

Babylon : fo uncertain

is every circumftance about this heroine. She is fuppofed
to have fent to Cyprus, and Phenicia, for artifts to conftrudl,

and manage the fhips abovementioned ; as if there had been

people in thofe parts famous for navigation before the founda-

tion of Nineve. They fometimes give to Semiramis herfelf

the merit of building the I7
firft fhip ;

and likewife the in-

vention of weaving cotton : and another invention more ex-

traordinary, which was that of emafculating
l8

men, that they

might be guardians and overfeers in her fervice. Yet it is

faid of her, that me took a man to her bed every night,

1
Strabo. L. 15. p. 1007.

'' Arrian. Hift. Ind. p. 318.
14

Jofephus cont. Ap. L. i. c. 19. p. 451.
15

Steph. Byzant. Ba^uAwr.
1(5

Suidas. 2^/pa/xi?.
17 Plin. L. 7. p. 417.
8
Semiramis teneros mares caftravit omnium prima. Marcdlinus. L. 14. c. 6.

7 whom
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whom fhe put to death in the morning. How can it be

imagined, if fhe was a woman of fuch unbridled I9
luft, that

fhe would admit fuch fpies upon her actions ? We may as

well fuppofe, that a felon would forge his own gyves, and

conftrudt his own prifon. Claudian thinks, that fhe did it

to conceal her own fex, by having a fet of beardlefs people
.about her.

Sen prima Semirami* aftu

AfTyriis mentita virum, ne vocis acutee

Mollifies, levefque genas fe prodere pofTent,

Hos fibi junxifTet focios : feu Parthica ferro

Luxuries nafci vetuit lanuginis umbram ;

Servatofque diu puerili flore coegit

Arte retardatam Veneri fervire juventam.

In refpeft to Semiramis I do not fee how this expedient could

avail. She might juft as well have dreiTed up her maids in

mens clothes, and with lefs trouble. In fhort the whole of

thefe hiftories in their common acceptation is to the laft

degree abfurd, and improbable : but if we make ufe of an

expedient, which I have often recommended, and for a

perfon fubftitute a people, we fliall find, when it is ftripped

of its falfe colouring, that there is much truth in the nar-

ration.

It was a common mode of expreffion to call a tribe or

family by the name of its founder : and a nation by the head

of the line. People^ are often fpoken of collectively iu the

9
2ey.if/x<5 ?:Cf)>rx outo;, -/.-LI ^ja/^ow. Athcnag, Lcgatio. p. 307.

C.laudian. in Kutrop. L. i. v. 339.

fingular
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fingular under fuch a patronymic. Hence we read in Scrip-

ture, that Ifrael abode in tents
;

that Judah was put to the

worft in battle; that Dan abode in fhips; and Afher remained

on the fea-coaft. The fame manner of fpeaking undoubtedly

prevailed both in Egypt, and in other countries : and Chus

mult have been often put for the Cuthites, or Cufeans ;

Amon for the Amonians
;
and Affur, or the Affyrian, for the

people of Affyria. Hence, when it was faid, that the Nine-

vite performed any great action, it has been afcribed to a per-

fon Ninus, the fuppofed founder of Nineve. And as none

of the Affyrian conquefts were antecedent to Pul, and Affur

Adon, writers have been guilty of an unpardonable anticipa-

tion, in afcribing thofe conquefts to the firft king of the

country. A like anticipation, amounting to a great many
centuries, is to be found in the annals of the Babylonians.

Every thing that was done in later times, has been attributed

to Belus, Semiramis, and other imaginary princes, who are

reprefented as the founders of the kingdom. We may, I

think, be affured, that under the character of Ninus, and

Ninyas, we are to underftand the Ninevites ;
as by Semira-

mis is meant a people called Samarim : and the great actions

of thefe two nations are in the hiftories of thefe perfonages

recorded. But writers have rendered the account incon-

fiftent, by limiting, what was an hiftorical feries of many

ages, to the life of a iingle perfon. The Ninevites and Sa-

marim did perform all that is attributed to Semiramis, and

Ninus. They did conquer the Medes, and Bactrians ; and

extended their dominions weftward as far as Phrygia, and the

river Tanais, and to the fouthward as far as Arabia, and

Egypt.
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Egypt. But thefe events were many ages after the founda-

tion of the two kingdoms. They began under Pul of Ni-

neve ; and were carried on by Aflur Adon, SalmanafTur, Sen-

nacherib, and other of his fucceffors. Nineve was at lad

ruined, and the kingdom of Affyria v/as united with that oi

;I

Babylonia. This is probably alluded to in the fuppofed

marriage of Semimmis and Ninus. Then it was, that the

Samarim performed the great works attributed to them. For

exclusive of what was performed at Babylon ; There are, fays
11

Strabo, almoft over the face of the whole earthy vaft
n momids

of earth^ and walls, and ramparts, attributed to Semiramis ;

and in thefe are fubterramous paffages of communication, and

tanks for water, with Jlaircafes of ftone. There are alfo

vaft canals to divert the
cotirfe of rivers, and lakes to receive

them ; together with highways and bridges of a woj-iderful ftruc-

ture. They built the famous terraces at
2*

Babylon ; and

thofe beautiful gardens at Egbatana, after that city had

fallen into their hands. To them was owing that cruel

device of emafculatinp- their Haves, that their numerousO J

wives and concubines might be more fecurely guarded :

This is the reafon that we find thefe kingdoms fo often confounded, and the

Babylonians continually fpoken of as Afiyrians, and fometimes as Perfians. ~E>ov-

}MV
Hepa-iKi! -arcAi?. Steph. Byz.

1

Strabo. L. 16. p. 1071.

Thefe mounds were high altars, upon which they facrificed to the Sun. By
Ctefias they are fuppofed to have been the tombs of her lovers, whom fhe buried

alive. Syncellus. p. 64.
1+

They built Babylon itfelf ; which by Eupolemus was faid to have been the

work of Belus, and the Giants. Eufeb. Pfsp. L. 9. c. 17. p. 418. Quint. Curt.

L. 5. c. i. Abydenus apud Eufeb. Prasp. L. 9. c. 15. Syncellus. p. 44.

VOL, II. P and
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an invention, which cannot confiftently be attributed

to a woman. They found out the art of weaving cot-

ton : which difcovery has by fome been affigned to thofe of

their family, who went into Egypt : for there were Sama-

rim here too. In confequence of this, the invention has

been attributed to a Semiramis, who is here reprefented as a

man, and a king of the country : or at leaft it is referred to

his reign.
*s E?n rs

2sfjLiga.fjL.swi; fix<nheu$ AiyvTrriuv ret /3y<r-

enj/a i^ancx. eugri<rQcu !?ogx<riv.
The Samarim of Egypt and

Babylonia, were of the fame family, the fons of Chus. They
came and fettled among the Mizraim, under the name of the

fhepherds, of whofe hiftory I have often fpoken. The reafon

of their being called Semarim, and Samarim, I fhall hereafter

difclofe, together with the purport of the name, and the hif-

tory, with which it is attended.

ZOROASTER.
rT~1HE celebrated Zoroafter feems to have been a perfon-

age as much miftaken, as any, who have preceded.

The ancients, who treated of him, have defcribed him in

the fame foreign light as they have reprefented Perfeus,

Dionufus, and Oiiris. They have formed a character, which

by length of time has been feparated, and eflranged, from the

perfon, to whom it originally belonged. And as among the

ancients there was not a proper uniformity obferved in the

*s Clemens Alexand. Strom, L. i. p. 364.

appropriation
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appropriation of terms, we fhall find more perfons than one

fpoken of under the character of Zoroafter : though there

was one principal, to whom it more truly related. It will be

found, that not only the perfon originally recorded and re-

verenced ; but others, by whom the rites were inftituted and

propagated, and by whom they were in after-times renewed,

have been mentioned under this title : Priefts being often de-

nominated from the Deity, whom they ferved.

Of men, ftyled Zoroafter, the firft was a deified perfon-

age, reverenced by fome of his pofterity, whofe worfliip was

ftyled Magia, and the profeffors of it Magi. His hiftory is

therefore to be looked for among the accounts transmitted

by the ancient Babylonians, and Chaldeans. They were the

firft people ftyled Magi ; and the inftitutors of thofe rites,

which related to Zoroafter. From them this worfhip was

imparted to the Perfians, who likewife had their Magi. And

when the Babylonians funk into a more complicated ido-

latry, the Perfians, who fucceeded to the fovereignty of

Afia, renewed under their Princes, and particularly under

Darius the fon of Hyftafpes, thefe rites, which had been in

a great degree effaced, and forgotten. That king was de-

voted to the religion ftyled Magia
l6

;
and looked upon it, as

one of his moft honourable titles, to be called a profeflbr of

thofe dodrines. The Perfians were originally named Pere-

fians, from the Deity Perez, or Parez the Sun ; whom they
alio worfliiped under the title of

*7 Zor-After. They were

6 He ordered it to be infcribed upon his tomb, art KO.I MotjiKuv yerotro fi<fu<r-

xaAsj. Porph. de Abllin. L. 4. p. 399.
17

By Z roafter \v; '-noted both the Deity, and alfo his prieft. It was a name

conferred upon iija:i
-

fonages.

P 2 at
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at different asras greatly diftreffed and perfecuted, efpecially

upon the death of their laft king Yefdegerd. Upon this

account they retired into Gedrofia, and India ; where peo-

ple of die fame family had for ages refided. They car-

ried with them fome {nattered memorials of their religion

in writing, from whence the Sadder, Shafter, Vedam, and

Zandavafta were compiled. Thefe memorials feem to have

been taken from ancient fymbols ill underftood ; and all

that remains of them confifts of extravagant allegories, and

fables, of which but little now can be deciphered. Upon
thefe traditions the religion of the Brahmins, and Perfees, is

founded.

The perfon, who is fuppofed to have firft formed a code

of inftitutes for this people, is faid to have been one of the

Magi, named Zerdufht. I mention this, becaufe Hyde, and

other learned men, have imagined this ZerduQit to have

been the ancient Zoroafter. They have gone fo far as to

fuppofe the two names to have been the
**
fame ; between

which I can fcarce defcry any refemblance. There feem

to have been many perfons ftyled Zoroafter : fo that if the

name had cafually retained any affinity ; or if it had been

literally the fame, yet it would not follow, that this Periic

and Indian Theologift was the perfon, of whom antiquity

fpeaks fo loudly. We read of perfons of this name in dif-

ferent parts of the world, who were all of them Magi, or

Priefts, and denominated from the rites of Zoroafter, which

they followed. Suidas mentions a Zoroafter, whom he ftyles

*'
Zerdumt, feu, ut femel cum vocali damna fcriptum vidi, Zordufh'r, idem eft,

qui Gratis ibnat Zw^oaTpw . Hyde Relig. Vet. Perfar. c. 24. p. 312.

an
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an Affyrian ; and another, whom he calls

Perfo-Medes : and defcribes them both as great in fcience.

There was a Zoroafter Proconnefius, in the time of Xerxes,

fpoken of by
'9

Pliny. Arnobius mentions Zoroaflres Bac-

trianus : and Zoroaftres Zoftriani nepos
3 Armenius. Cle-

mens Alexandrinus takes notice of Zoroafter 3I

Medus, who
is probably the fame as the Perfo-Medes of Suidas. Zoro'-

aftres Armenius is likewife mentioned by him, but is ftyled

the fon of 3 *

Armenius, and a Pamphylian. It is faid of him,
that he had a renewal of life : and that during the term

that he was in a ftate of death, he learned many things of the

Gods. This was a piece of mythology, which I imagine
did not relate to the Pamphylian Magus, but to the head of

all the Magi, who was reverenced and worfhiped by them.

There was another ftyled a Periian, whom Pythagoras is faid

to have 33 vifited. Juftin takes notice of the Bactrian 34 Zo-

roafter, whom he places in the time of Ninus. He is alfo

mentioned by
3S

Cephalion, who fpeaks of his birth, and the

birth of Semiramis (ysvevw %BfJL^ufJtswg
mi Zw^oar^s May**)

as of the fame date. The natives of India have a notion of

a Zoroafter, who was of Chinefe original, as we are in*-

' L. 30. c. i. p. 523.

Arnobius. L. i. p. 31.
1

Clemens. L. i. p. 399.

Clemens. L. 5. p. 71 1. Ta.fe avveypcttpev Zapootrpw o A'pusvtu TO yziK Tia.^

<fv\of. x.A. Ey ctf"n ysro/neros ta.r,v
'Gra.goL

icav-

'

Clemens. L. n. p. 357. Apuleius Florid, c. 15. p. 795, mentions a Zoroafter

after the reign of Cambyfes.
34

Juftin. L. i. c. i.

"
Syncellus. p. 167.

formed
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formed by
j6

Hyde. This learned man fuppofes all thefe

perfonages, the Mede, the Medo-Perfic, the Proconneiian,

the Badrian, the Pamphylian, &c. to have been one, and the

fame. This is very wonderful ; as they are by their hiftory

apparently different. He moreover adds, that however

people may differ about the origin of this perfon, yet all

are unanimous about the time, when he 37
lived. To fee

that thefe could not all be the fame perfon, we need only
to cart our eye back upon the evidence, which has been col-

lected above : and it will be equally certain, that they could

not be all of the fame sera. There are many fpecified in

hiftory ; but we may perceive, that there was one perfon

more ancient, and celebrated than the reft ; whofe hiftory

has been confounded with that of others, who came after

him. This is a circumftance, which has been obferved by
38

many : but this ingenious writer unfortunately oppofes all,

who have written upon the fubjecl: ; however determinately

they may have expreffed themfelves. 39 At quicquid dixerint,

ille (Zoroafter) fuit tantum unus, ifque tempore Darii Hy-
ftafpis : nee ejus nomine plures unquam extitere. It is to be

obferved, that the perfon, whom he ftyles Zoroafter, was one

36
P. 315. It is alfo taken notice of by Huetius. Sinam recentiores Perfas apud

Indos degentes faciunt (Zoroaftrem). D. E. Prop. 4. p. 89.
37 Sed haud mirum eft, fi Europasi hoc mode diffentiant de homine peregrine,

cum il'.ius populares orientales etiam de ejus profapia dubitent. At de ejus tem-

pore concordant omnes, unum tantum conftituentes Zoroaftrem, eumque in eodem

ieculo ponentes. p. 315.
3* Plures autem fuere Zoroaftres, ut fatis conftat. Gronovius in Marcellinum.

L. 23. p. 288. Arnobius and Clemens mention more than one. Stanley reckons

up fix. .

r
ee Cnaldaic Philofophy.

" P. 312.

9 Zerduflit,
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Zerdumt. He lived, it feems, in the reign of Darius,, the

father of Xerxes ; which was about the time of the battle of

Marathon : confequently not a century before the birth of

Eudoxus, Xenophon, and Plato. We have therefore no au-

thority to fuppofe
4 this Zerdumt to have been the famous

Zoroafter. He was apparently the renewer of the Sabian

rites : and we may be aflured, that he could not be the per-

fon fo celebrated by the ancients, who was referred to the

firft ages. Hyde afTerts, that all writers agree about the

time, when Zoroafter made his appearance : and he places

him, as we have feen above, in the reign of Darius. But

Xanthus Lydius made him above 4T
fix hundred years prior.

And 42 Suidas from fome anonymous author places him five

hundred years before the war of Troy. Hermadorus Plato-

nicus went much farther, and made him five thoufand years

before that 43
sera. Hermippus, who proferTedly wrote of his

doctrines, fuppofed him to have been of the fame 4*

antiquity.

Plutarch alfo 45
concurs, and allows him five thoufand years

before that war. Eudoxus, who was a consummate phi-

lofopher, and a great traveller, fuppofed him to have flou-

40 Zoroafter may have been called Zerdufht, and Zertooft: but he was not Zer-

dufht the fon of Gultafp, who is fuppofed to have lived during the Perfian mon-

archy. Sa'd Ebn 1", trick ftyles him Zorodafht, but places him in the time of Na-

hor, the father of Terah, before the days of Abraham. Vol. i. p. 63.
41

Diogenes Laert. Proem, p. 3.
*

TlpO TUV
TptiltXVV

friiTl
fy

41 Laertius Prccem. p. 3.
44

Pliny. L. 30. c. i.

f r. \f-.r.s* /"* rVlf ft fVl ]*Y*"1 ^ ' f^Vi*i Ct I CO* \*V

iffiw l^-o^ai,. Ifis et Ofir. p. 369.

rimed
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rimed fix thoufand years before the death of *6
Plato. Mofes

47
Chorenenfis, and 48

Cephalion, make him. only contem-

porary with Ninus, and Semiramis : but even this removes

him very far from the reign of Darius. Pliny goes beyond
them all

; and places him many thoufand years before Mofes.
49 Eft et alia Magices fadlio, a Mofe, et Jamne, et Lotapea

Judaeis pendens : fed multis millibus annorum poft Zoro-

aftrem. The numbers in all thefe authors are extravagant :

but fo much we may learn from them, that they relate to a

perfon of the higheft antiquity. And the purport of the

original writers, from whence the Grecians borrowed their

evidence, was undoubtedly to mew, that the perfon fpoken
of lived at the extent of time ; at the commencement of all

hifiorical data. No fad, no memorial upon record, is placed
fo high, as they have carried this perfonage. Had Zoroafter

been no earlier than Darius, Eudoxus would never have ad-

vanced him to this degree of antiquity. This writer was at

the fame diftance from Darius, as Plato, of whom he fpeaks :

and it is not to be believed, that he could be fo ignorant, as

not to diftinguim between a century, and fix thoufand years.

Agathias indeed mentions, that fome of the perfons had a

notion, that he flourifhed in the time of one Hyftafpes ;
but

he confefies, that who the Hyftafpes was, and at what time

he lived, was s uncertain. Ariftotle wrote not long after

Eudoxus,

*5 Zoroaflrem hunc fex millibus annorum ante Platonis mortem. Pliny. L. 30. c. i.

7 P. 16. and p. 47.
8
Eufeb. Chron. p. 32. Synccllus. p. 167.

49 Plin. L. 30. c. i. p. 524.

eircti fut$en sreTefOp Actptu -nraTMOj <Tf KO.I aAAos x A. He owns, that

he
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Eudoxus, when the hiftory of the Perflans was more known

to the Grecians : and he allots the fame number of years be-

tween Zoroafter and Plato, as had been 5I before given.

Thefe accounts are for the moft part carried too far; but at

the fame time, they fully afcertain the high antiquity of this

perfon, whofe asra is in queftion. It is plain that thefe writers

in general extend the time of his life to the aera of the world,

according to their edimation ; and make it prior to Inachus,

and Phoroneus, and JEgialeus of Sicyon.

Huetius takes notice of the various accounts in refped: to

his country.
5I Zoroaftrem nunc Pcrfam, nunc Medum pon.it

Clemens Alexandrinus ; Perfomedum Suidas ; plerique Bac-

trianum
;

alii ythiopem : quos inter ait Arnobius ex Ethio-

pia interiore per igneam Zonam veniffe Zoroaftrem. In fliort

they have fuppofed a Zoroafter, wherever there was a Zoro-

aftrian : that is, wherever the religion of the Magi was

adopted, or revived. Many were called after him
;
but who

among men was the Prototype can only be found out by dili-

gently collating the hiftories, which have been tranfmitted. I

mention among men ; for the title originally belonged to the

Sun ; but was metaphorically beftowed upon facred and en-

lightened perfonages. Some have thought that the perfon
alluded to was Ham. He has by others been taken for

Chus, alfo for Mizraim, and
'
l Nimrod : and by Huetius for

he could not find out, when Zoroafter lived. 'O/nji'ijca JASV (o

TC a^r, xxt TBS COOMBS gfiero, BX. evt^-i a-a<pa>$ 5*ttt,yv<ofau, L. 2. p. 62.
51

Pliny. L. 30. c. i."
:

Huetii Demons. Evan. Prop. 4. p. 83. 89.
' See Huetius ibid.

VOL, II. Q_ Mofes.
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Mofes. It may be worth while to conflder the primitive

character, as given by different writers. He was efteemed

the firft obferver of the heavens ; and it is {aid that the an-

cient Babylonians received their knowledge in Aftronomy
from him : which was afterwards revived under Oftanes ; and

from them it was derived to the 54

Egyptians, and to the

Greeks. Zoroafler was looked upon as the head of all thofe,

who are fuppofed to have followed his 5S inftitutes : confe-

quently he muft have been prior ta the Magi, and Magia,
the priefts, and worfhip, which were derived from him. Of
what antiquity they were may be learned from Ariftotle.

56

A^srorsA^ <T sv TZTgwry ixrsgi pjAoropjas (rag Maya?) ncai

'UrgsvSvTSgBS sirni TWV AiyvTrriwv.
'The Magi^ according to Arif-

tvtle, were prior even to the Egyptians : and with the antiquity

of the Egyptians we are well acquainted. Plato ftyles him

the fon of "
Oromazes, who was the chief Deity of Per-

fians : and it is faid of him that he laughed upon the dayr

on which he was ^ born. By this I imagine, that fomething
fortunate was fuppofed to be portended : fome indication,

that the child would prove a Welling to the world. In his

childhood he is faid to have been under the care of 59 Azo-

54
Af-pero/AUU' HT^WTOJ Bstl^Awwoi ffpsupov 10. Zcu^oxTpWj FJ<& av Q^a.vfc'a.y cav

AiyvTTTtot xa 'EXAw'SS g<Tgfavfo, Anon, apud Suidam. A<rpo^
55 Primas dicitur magicas artes inveniffe. Jufti^. L. i. c. i.

56

Diog. Laertius Proem, p. 6.

TV Mayttctv 'Zoopoa.c^pa ra n^o^a^a. Plato in Alcibiade. L. r. p. 122.

Agathias calls him the fon of Oromafdes. L. 2. p. 62.

58

Pliny. L. 7. c. 16. Rifit eodem, quo natus eft, die. See Lord's account of

the modern Perfees in India, c. 3. Jt is by them laid, that he laughed as foon as

he came into the world.
59

Hermippus apud Plinium. L. 30. c. i.

9 naces :
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naces : which I fhould imagine was a name of the chief

Deity Oromazes, his reputed father. He was in procefs of
time greatly enriched with knowledge, and became in high
repute for his

*'

piety, and juftice. He firft facrificed to the

Gods, and taught men to do the
6l

fame. He likewife in-

fbudted them in fcience, for which he was greatly
6 "

famed :

and was the firft, who gave them laws. The Babylonians
feem to have referred to him every thing, which by the

Egyptians was attributed to Thoth and Hermes. He had
the title of fij

Zarades, which fignifies the Lord of light, and
is equivalent to Orus, Oromanes, and Ofiris. It was fome-
times expreffed

6*
Zar-Atis, and fuppofed to belong to a fe-

minine Deity of the Perfians. Mofes Chorenenfis
ftyles

him ;

Zarovanus, and fpeaks of him as the father of the

Gods. Plutarch would insinuate, that he was author of
the dodrine, embraced afterwards by the Manicheans, con-

cerning two prevailing principles, the one good, and the
other evil

"
: the former of thefe was named Oromazes, the

latter Areimanius. But thefe notions were of late 6?
date, in

18

Dio Chryfoftom. Oratio Boryfthenica. 3 S. Fol. 448. Eufeb. Prcep. L. i.p. 42.
See alfo Agathias above.

x.ctt
%&.oiq-vpi<x.. Plutarch. If. et Ofir. p. 369.

Primus dicitur artes magicas invenifie, et mundi principia, fiderumque motus

diligentiffime fpeftafTe. Juftin. L. i. c. i.

Zat/))5
-

&TTH yxp tlT aOTw eTTWUlUCt. Agath. L. 2. p. 2.
*

ZfT<<, A^re/A*?, ll~>><rctt. Heiych.
Zar-Ades

fignifies the Lord of light : Zar-Atis and Atifli, the Lord of fire.
! L. i. c. 5. p. 1 6. Of the title Zar-Ovanus, I (hall treat hereafter.
'

Plutarch. If. et Ofiris. p. 369.
67 See Agathias. L. 2. p. 62.

comparifon
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companion of the antlo. y, which is attributed to
6S
Zoro-

after. If we might: credit what was delivered in the writ-

ings tranfmitted imJer his name, which were probably com-

pofed by fome of the later Magi, they would afford us a

much higher notion of his dodlrines. Or if the account

given by Oftanes were genuine, it would prove, that there

had been a true notion of the Deity tranfmitted from 69 Zo-

roafter, and kept up by the Magi, when the reft of the gen-
tile world was in darknefs. But this was by no means true.

It is faid of Zoroafter, that he had a renewal of 7
life : for I

apply to the original perfon of the name, what was attri-

buted to the Magus of Pamphylia : and it is related of him,

that while he was in the intermediate ftate of death, he was

inftructed by the 71 Gods. Some fpeak of his retiring to a

mountain of Armenia, where he had an intercourfe with the

7Z

Deity : and when the mountain burned with fire, he was

preferved unhurt. The place, to which he retired, according

to the Perfic writers, was in the region called " Adarbain ;

where in aftertimes was the greateft Purathcion in Afia.

This resion was in Armenia : and fome make him to have
'}

5t
'

Plutarch fays, that Zoroafter lived five thcufand years before the Trojan war.

Plutarch above. >j

'Ouroi (o Oils') s^tv 6
'uJpajTot, cc.tyQtx.DTci:, ai'JW, ctytvvyTot, a.p.fp)K3

wishes wtx.vrcs xaAy, aJaJpsJW/jro-:, ayancav a.yccvtoTa.TG$) <ppovi[j.uv

E^"j cTa xat
'zry.Tnp tuvofJLta.$, y.a.i Stxaiotrvvris, ctVTooi^ctKTOfy (pvaixo?, Jtai TfAgto;, v.oa

TO(p05, KCLl itp3 tfVa-lKU fJLOVK SUpSTtlS.
Ellfcb. P. E, L. I . p. 42.

Clemens. L. 5. p. 711.
71 Ev ad^Ji yevofJLtvos tanv map* Qewv. Ibid.

7i Dion Chryfoftom. Oratio Boryfthenica. p. 448,
73

Hyde. p. 312.

been
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been born in the fame country, upon one of the Gordiaean

7* mountains. Here it was, that he firft inftituted facrifices,

and gave laws to his followers ; which laws are fuppofed to

be contained in the facred book named Zandavafla. To him

has been attributed the invention of Magic ; which notion

has arifen from a mifapplication of terms. The Magi were-

priefts,
and they called religion in general Magia. They,

and their rights, grew into difrepute ;
in confequence of

which they were by the Greeks called aTroLTSWVs/;, <pot,gjQUCsvTou
:

jugglers, and conjurers.
But the Persians of old efteemed

them very highly.
7S

Mayoy, rov SgorgSj], xcu S-soAoyoy, x.&i

iscsa, 01 Hsgrou 8TW Asyatn;/. By a Magus, the Perfians"

underJland a facred perfon, a profejjor of theology, and a

Prieft. Ils^a Hegrous
7<5

Mayo; 01 (piAocro^oi, KCU SsopiXoi.

Among the Pcrjians, the Magi are perfons achU&ed to philofophy,

and to the worfiip of the Deity.
77 Dion Chryfoftom, and

Porphyry fpeak to the fame purpofe. By Zoroafter being-

the author of Ivr^ rm, is meant, that he was the flrft promoter
of religious rites, and the inftrucler of men in their duty to

God. The war of Minus with Zoroafter of Baclria relates

74
Abulpheda. Vol. 3. p. 58. See Hyde. p. 312.

1

Hefych,
715 Suidas. Ma.') ot.

1 Orafio Boryfthen. p. 449.

Ma>o/, at T&tpi TO Srgiif erotpii. Porph. de Abft. L. 4. p. 398.

Apuleius ftyles Magia Diis immortalibus acceptam, colendi eos ac venerandi

pergnaram, piam fcilicet ec divinifcientem, jam inde a Zoroaftre Oromazi, nobili

Caditum antiftite. Apol. i. p. 447. fo it fhould be read. See Apuleii Florida.

c. 15. p. 793. 1.3.

Ty (Tg M>as -z;tp Tg SrsfctTrnas Srwv &a.Tpea> )cA. Ckitarchus apud Laercium.

Prooem. p. 5.

probably
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probably to fome hoftilities carried on between the Ninevites

of AfTyria, and the Baclrians, who had embraced the Zoro-

aftrian rites. Their prieft,
or prince, for they were of old

:the fame, was named 78
Oxuartes; but from his office had

the title of Zoroafter ; which was properly the name of the

Sun, whom he adored. This religion began in Chaldea ;

and it is exprefsly faid of this Baclrian king, that he bor-

rowed the knowledge of it from that country, and added

to it largely.
"
Cujus jfcientias fsculis prifcis multa ex Chal-

dasorum arcanis Baclrianus addidit Zoroaftres. When the

Per/ians gained the empire in Afia, they renewed thefe rites,

and doctrines.
!o

Multa dei-nde (addidit) Hyftafpes Rex pru-

.dentiflimus, Darii pater. Thefe rites were idolatrous; yet not

fo totally depraved, and grofs, as thofe of other nations. They
were .introduced by Chus ; at leaft by the Cuthites ; one

branch of whom were the Perefians, or Perfians. The Cuth-

ites of Chaldea were the original Magi; and they gave to Chus
the title of Zoroafter ,Magus, as being the firft of the order.

Hence the account given by Gregorius Turonenfis is in a

great degree true.
'

Primogeniti Cham filii Noe fuit Chus.

Hie ad Perfas tranfiit, quem Perfae vocitavere Zoroaftrem.

Chus, we find, was called by this title ; and from him the

religion ftyled Magia palled to the Perfians. But titles, as I

have {hewn, were not always determinately appropriated : nor

78 Diodorus Sic. ]L. 2. p. 94.
79

Marcellinus. L. 23. p. 288.

Ibidem. It fhould be Regis prudentifllmi ; for Hyftafpes was no king.
Rerum Franc. L. i. He adds, Ab hoc etiam ignem adorare confueti, ipfum

divinitus igne confumptum, ut Deum colunt.

was
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was Chus the original perfon, who was called Zoroafter.

There was another beyond him, who was the firft deified

mortal, and the prototype in this worfhip. To whom I al-

lude, may, I think, be known from the hiftory given above.

It will not fail of being rendered very clear in the courfe of

my procedure.

The purport of the term Zoroafter is faid by the
8i Au-

thor of the Recognitions, and by others, to be the living fta?*z

and they fpeak of it, as if it were of Grecian etymology,
and from the words

^wj/,
and ap]. It is certainly com-

pounded of After, which among many nations fignified a

ftar. But,, in refpecl: to the former term, as the object of

the Perfic and Chaldaic worfhip was the Sun, and moft of

their titles were derived from thence -

y we may be pretty

certain, that by Zoro-After was meant Sol Afterius. Zor,

Sor, Sur, Sehor, among the Amonians always related to the

Sun. Eufebius fays, that Ofiris was efteemed the fame as

Dionufus, and the Sun : and that he was called 8s
Surius.

The region of Syria was hence denominated
Xvgiot. ; and is

at this day called Souria, from Sur, and Sehor, the Sun. The
Dea Syria at Hierapolis was properly Dea Solaris. In con-

fequence of the Sun's being called Sor, and Sur, we find that

Jiis temple is often mentioned under the name of
8* Beth-

o)o!'. Clemens Recognic. L. 4. c. 28. p. 546, Greg. Turonenfis

fupra. Some have interpreted the name
/jrgoflurJS.

3

ngovctyifeuuG-t xat
Zvptov. Pr. Evan. L. i. p. 27. Some would chinge it to

IHttcM : but they are both of the fame purport; and indeed the fame term differently

xprefTed. Perfe Zupn Deuoi vocanc. Lilius Gyrald. Synt. i. p. 5.
84

Jolhua, c. 15. v. 58.

Sur,
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Sur, and S5
Beth-Sura, which jofephus renders

?5

B/)$~y. It

was alfo called Beth-Sor, and Beth-Soron, as we learn from
Sy
Eufebius, and

8:

Jerome. That Suria was not merely a pro-

vincial title is plain from the Suria D.ea being wormiped at

Eryx in 8s

Sicily , and from an infcription to her at 9 Rome.

She was worshiped under the fame title in Britain, as we may
infer from an Infcription at Sir Robert Cotton's of Conning-
ton in Cambridgefhire.

9I DE^ SURI./E

SUB CALPURNIO
LEG. AUG.

Syria is called Sour, and Souriflan, at this day.

The Grecians therefore were wrong in their etymology ;

and we may trace the origin of their mifiake, when they fup-

pofed the meaning of Zoroafler to have been vivens aftrum.

I have mentioned, that both Zon and 9* Zoan fignified the

Sun : and the term Zor had the fame meaning. In confe-

SJ
i Maccab. c. 4. v. 61. called Beth-Zur. 2 Chron. c. n. v. 7. There was an

ancient city Sour, in Syria near Sidon. Judith, c. 2. v. 28. it retains its name at

this day.
85

B8<raf. Ar.tiq. L. 8. c. 10.

The Sun was termed Sehor, by the fons of Ham, rendered Sour, Surius, "Ssiptos,

by other nations.

S'/HO:, o 'HAjos- Hefych. ^stpto? ovo/net ag-epos,
o 'HAioj. Phavorinus.

87

EeSa-sp e~i vuv XW/XH BeQ<ropuv. In Onomaftico.

Bethfur eft hodie Bethforon. In locis Hebrseis.
89 Lilius Gyraldus Syntag. 13. p. 402.
90

Jovi. O. M. et Deae Surice : Gruter. p. 5. n. i.

D. M. STRIDE facrum. Patinus. p. 183.
1

Apud Brigantas in Northumbria. Cambden's Britannia, p. 107:.
91 See Radicals, p. 35. of Zon.

quence
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quence of this, when the Grecians were told that Zor-After

was the fame as Zoan-After, they by an uniform mode of

miftake exprefied the latter faov ;
and interpreted Zoroafter

OLfega. ^W. But Zoan Signified
the Sun. The city Zoan in

Egypt was Heliopolis ;
and the land of Zoan the Heliopoli-

tan nome. Both Zoan-After, and Zor-After, figniried Sol

Afterius. The God Menes was worshiped under the fymbol
of a bull

; and oftentimes under the fymbol of a bull, and a

man. Hence we read of Meno-Taur, and of Taur-Men, in

Crete, Sicily,
and other places. The fame perfon was alfo

ftyled limply
95

Taurus, from the emblem, under which he

was reprefented. This Taurus was alfo called After, and

Afterius, as we learn from 9+

Lycophron, and his Scholiaft.

'O AwgiGS OVTOS sfiv o mi
MivoT(X.vgo$. By Afterius is fgnified

the fame perfon as the Minotaur. This Taur-After is exactly

analogous to 95 Zor-After above. It was the fame emblem

as the Mneuis, or facred bull of Egypt : which was defcribed

with a ftar between his horns. Upon fome of the '6 entabla-

tures at Naki Ruftan, fuppofed to have been the ancient Per-

fepolis, we find the Sun to be defcribed under the appearance

of a bright
97

ftar : and nothing can better explain the hiftory

" Chron. Pafchale. p. 43. Servius uponVirg. ^Eneid. L. 6. v. 14.

94
Lycophron. v. 1301.

9i Zor and Taur among the Amonians had fometimes the fame meaning.
p6

See the engraving of the Mneuis, called by Herodotus the bull of Mycerinus.

Herod. L. 2. c. 130. Editio Weflrling. et Gronov.

97 See the Plates annexed, which are copied from Ksmpfer's Amcenitates Exo-

tics, p. 312. Le Bruyn. Plate 158. Hyde. Relig. Vet. Perf. Tab. 6. See alfo

Plate 2. and Plate 4. 5. Vol. i. of this work. They were all originally taken from

the noble ruins at Iftachar, and Naki Ruftan in Perfia.

VOL. II. R there
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there reprefented, than the account given of Zoroafter. He
was the reputed fon of Oromazes, the chief Deity ; and his

principal inftruclor was Azonaces, the fame perfon under a

different title. He is fpoken of as one greatly beloved by
heaven : and it is mentioned of him, that he longed very
much to fee the Deity, which at his importunity was granted
to him. This interview however was not effeded by his own

corporeal eyes, but by the mediation of an 98

angel. Through
this medium the vifion was performed : and he obtained a

view of the Deity furrounded with light. The angel,

through whofe intervention this favour was imparted, feems

to have been one of thofe ftyled Zoni, and " Azoni. All

the veflments of the priefts, and thofe, in which they ufed ta

apparel their Deities, had facred names, taken from terms in

their wormip. Such were Camife, Candys, Camia, Cidaris,

Mitra, Zona, and the like. The laft was a facred fillet, or

girdle, which they efteemed an emblem of the orbit defcribed

by Zon, the Sun. They either reprefented their Gods, as

girded round with a ferpent, which was an emblem of the

fame meaning ; or elfe with this bandage, denominated
100

Zona. They feem to have been fecondary Deities, who

were called Zoni and
"

Azoni. The term fignifies Heliadae :

and
9? Huetii Prop. 4. p. 92.

LfOrd in his account of the Perfees fays, that Zertooft (fo he exprefies the name)

was conveyed by an Angel, and faw the Deity in a vifion, who appeared like a

bright light or flame. Account of the Perfees. c. 3.

99 See Stanley's Chaldaic Philof. p. 7. and p. n. They were by Damafcius

ftyled Zaire/, and A^eovot : both terms of the fame purport, though diftinguiflied by

perions, who did not know their purport.

See Plates annexed.
'

Martianus Capella. L. i. c. 17. Ex cundYis igitur Cceli regionibus advocatis

Diis,
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and they were looked upon as aethereal effences, a kind of

emanation from the Sun. They were exhibited under dif-

ferent reprefentations ; and oftentimes like Cneph of Egypt.
The fillet, with which the Azoni were girded, is defcribed

as of a fiery nature : and they were fuppofed to have been

wafted through the air. Arnobius fpeaks of it in this light.
1

Age, nunc, veniat, quaefo, per igneam zonam Magus ab

interiore orbe Zoroaftres. I imagine, that by Azonaces,

A^tfyflbajf,
before mentioned, the reputed teacher of Zoro-

after, was meant the chief Deity, the fame as Oromanes, and

Oromafdes. He feems to have been the fupreme of thofe

sethereal fpirits defcribed above ; and to have been named

Azon-Nakis, which fignifies the great Lord,
3 Azon. Naki,

Nakis, Nachis, Nachus, Negus, all in different parts of the

world betoken a king. The temple at Iftachar, near which

thefe reprefentations were found, is at this day called the

palace of Naki Ruftan, whoever that perfonage may have

been.

Diis, cseteri, quos Azonos vocant, ipfo cornmonente Cyllenio, convocantur. Pfel-

lus ftyles them Awfo<, and Zuvctioi. See Scholia upon the Chaldaic Oracles.
1
Arnobius. L. i. p. 31.

1 The Sun was ftyled both Zon, and Azon
-,
Zan and Azan : f6 Dercetis was

called Atargatis ; Neith of Egypt Aneith. The fame was to be obferved in places.

Zelis was called Azilis : Saba, Azaba : Stura, Aftura : Puglia, Apuglia : Bufus,

Ebufus : Damafec, Adamafec. Azon was therefore the fame as Zon ; and Azon

Nakis may be interpreted Sol Rex, vel Dominus.

R 2 ORPHEUS.
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ORPHEUS.
'

I
^ H E chara&er of Orpheus is in fome refpe&s not un-

like that of Zoroafter, as will appear in the fequel.

He went over many regions of the earth ; and in all places,

whither he came, was efteemed both as a prieft, and a pro-

phet. There feems to be more in his hiftory than at firft

light appears : all which will by degrees be unfolded. His

(kill in harmony is reprefented as very wonderful : infomuch

that he is faid to have tamed the wild beafts of the foreft, and

made the very trees follow him. He likewife could calm the

winds, and appeafe the raging of the fea. Thefe lafl cir-

cumftances are taken notice of by a poet in fome fine verfes,,

wherein he laments his death.

STl

vuperuv

He is mentioned, as having been twice in a ftate of s death ;

which is reprefented as a twofold defcent to the fhades be-

low. There is alfo an obfcure piece of mythology about his

wife, and a ferpent ; alfo of the Rhoia or Pomegranate i

which feems to have been taken from fome fymbolical re-

prefentation at a time, when the purport was no longer un-

*
Antholog. L. 3. p. 269.

5 See Huetius. Demonf. Evang. Prop. 4. p. i2g.

10 derftood.
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derftood. The Orpheans dealt particularly in fymbols, as

we learn from Proclus.
6

Ogqwcoi Jita nuiSoitaw, IIy0ayo<M

(T/a eucovw, Ta 9-g/a
{JLWVSIV spispevoi. His character for fci-

ence was very great ; and Euripides takes particular notice

of fome ancient tablets, containing much falutary know-

ledge, which were bequeathed to the Thracians by Orpheus :

7
dg Ogpeiri mTsyga^e ytigvg.

Plato ftyles his works 8

fiiExuv

OUUtfov, a vaft lumber of learning, from the quantity> which

people pretended had been tranfmitted from him. He one

while refided in Greece ; and particularly at Thebes in Boe-

otia. Here he introduced the rites of Dionufus, and cele-

brated his Orgies upon mount 9 Cithasron. He is faid to

have been the firft who inftituted thofe rites ; and was the

author of all myfterious worfhip.
I0

YlguToe Ogpsvs {JLVfrigitx,

@suv t&a&e&dKSV* All thefe were accompanied with fcience

of another nature : for he is reputed to have been fkilled in

many arts.

From Thebes he travelled towards the feacoaft of Chaonia

in order to recover his loft Eurydice ; who had been killed

by a ferpent. According to
"
Agatharcides Cnidius it was

at Aorthon in EpiruSj that he defcended for this purpofe to

5

In Theolog. Platonis. L. i, c. 4.
7 QvSe TI

ev

O/xfej x<x.Ttycix.-^e yvgw. Alceftis. v. 96?.
8
Plato de Repub. L. 2. p. 364.

9 Ladlant. de F. R. L. i. p. 105.
IC

Scholia in Alceftin. v. 968.

Concerning Orpheus, fee Diodorus. L. i. p. 86. Ariftoph. Ranae v.

Eufeb. P. E. Lib. 10. p. 469.

'.' L. 22. See Natalis Comes. L. 7. p. 401.

the
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the fhades below. The fame account is given by
"
Paufa-

nias, who calls the place more truly Aornon. In the Or-

phic Argonauts it is faid to have been performed at Taenarus

in
' 3 Laconia. He likewife refided in Egypt, and travelled

over the regions of Libya ; and every where inftru&ed people
in the rites, and religion, which he profefTed. In the fame

manner he went over a great part of the world.

em

w, A/(?y>j TS, figorois
OLVC/L 9

-

s(T^aTa

Some make Orpheus by birth a Thracian ; fome an Arca-

dian ; others a Theban. Paufanias mentions it as an opinion

among the 1S

Egyptians, that both Orpheus, and Amphion,
were from their country. There is great uncertainty about

his parents. He is generally fuppofed to have been the fon of

OEagrus, and Calliope : but Afclepiades made him the fon

of Apollo, by that
l6

Goddefs. By fome his mother was faid

to have been Menippe ; by others I?

Polymnia. He is alfo

mentioned as the fon of Thamyras. Plato differs from

them all, and ftyles both Orpheus, and Mufaeus,
' 9 SsTu^s xou

Macros gyyoiw, the offspring of the Moon, and the Mufes ; in

"
L. 9. p. 768.

13 v. 4 i.

u
Ibid. v. 99.

15 L. 6. p. 505.
16

Apollon. Rhod. L. i. v. 23.
17 Scholia, ibid.

*

Natalis Comes. L. 7. p. 400.
19 De Repub. L. 2. p. 364. Mufaeus is likewife by the Scholiafl upon Arifto-

Ityled uios SsAww. Ranas. v. 1065. Schol.

which
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which account is contained fome curious mythology. The

principal place of his refidence is thought to have been in

Pieria near mount Haemus. He is alfo faid to have refided

among the Edonians ;
and in Sithonia at the foot of mount

Pangseus : alfo upon the feacoaft at Zona. In all thefe places

he difplayed his fuperiority in fcience : for he was not only a

Poet, and fkilled in harmony, but a great Theologift, and

Prophet ;
alfo very knowing in medicine, and in the hiftory

of the
*

heavens. According to Antipater Sidonius, he was

the author of Heroic verfe. And lome go fo far as to afcribe

to him the invention of letters ; and deduce all knowledget>
from "

him.

Many of the things, reported to have been done by Or-

pheus, are attributed to other perfons, fuch as
"
Eetion, Mu-

faeus, Melampus, Linus, Cadmus, and Philammon. Some of

thefe are faid to have had the fame
* 3

parents. Authors in

their accounts of Orpheus, do not agree about the manner of

his
24 death. The common notion is, that he was torn to

pieces by the Thracian women. But according to Leonides

in Laertius he was flain by lightning : and there is an
* 5

epi-

taph to that purpofe. The name of Orpheus is to be found

10
Lucian. Aftrologus.

1

See Lilius Gyraldus de Poetarum Hift. Dialog. 2. p. 73.

Opqew, $3f[s.txTKS acxJar
ixa.T-flp. Pindar. Pyth. Ode 4. p. 253.

L1

Clementis Cohort, p. 12. Diog. Laerr. Procem. p. 3. Herodotus. L. 2.0.49.
Diodorus. 1_>. i. p. 87. I. 3. p. 300. Apollodorus. L. i. p. 7.

13 Linus was the fon of Apollo, and Calliope. See Suidas, A;iw.
** There were in like manner different places, where he was fuppofed to have

been buried.

' Prooem. p. 5. Antholog. L. 3. p. 270. In like manner Zoroafter was faid

to have betn {lain by lightning.

6 in
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in the lifts of the Argonauts : and he is mentioned in the two

principal poems upon that
fubjecl:.

Yet there were writers,

who placed him eleven generations before the war of Troy,

confequently ten generations before that expedition.
* 6

Peyovs

TX^ IVL ysvsw roov Tguutuv fiiuvou $s ysvsag
'

01 $e IOL q>rtviv.

He 'was born eleven ages before the fiege of Troy, and he is faid
to have lived nine ages ; and according tofeme, eleven. This ex-

tent of 2;
life has been given him in order to bring him down

as low as the cera of the Argonauts : though, if we may be-

lieve Pherecydes Syrus, he had no fhare in that expedition.

To remedy the inconfiftencies, which arife in the hiftory

of Orpheus, writers have fuppofed many perfons of this name.

Suidas takes notice of no lefs than four in
a!
Thrace. But all

thefe will not make the hiftory confi.ft.ent. Voflius therefore

with good reafon doubts, whether fuch a perfon ever exifted.

Nay, he aflerts,
* 9 Triumviros iftos Poefeos, Orphea, Mu-

fsum, Linum, non fuiffe : fed efle nomina ab antiqua Phoeni-

cum lingua, qua ufi. Cadmus, et aliquamdiu pofteri. There

is great truth in what Voflius here advances : and in refpect

to Orpheus, the teftimony of Ariftotle, quoted by him from

Cicero, is very decisive. 3

Orpheum poetam docet Arifto-

teles nunquam fuifTe. Dionyfius, as we learn from Suidas,

affirmed the fame thing. Palaephatus indeed admits the

16
Suidas,

17 Tzetzes makes him live one hundred years before the war of Troy. Hift. 399.

Chil. 12.
18

Op<peus.
19 Voflius de Arte Poet. c. 13. p. 78.
30 Cicero de Nat. Deor. L. i. c. 38. See alfo JElian. Van Hift. L. 8. c. 6.

man ;
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man ;
but fets afide the hiftory.

3I
'PEofe mi o

iffegi
rx O^-

<pew$ uvQoi;. 'The biftory too of Orpheus is nothing elfe
but a

fable. From what has been faid, I think, it is plain, that

under the chara&er of this perfonage we are to underftand a

people named 3Z

Orpheans ; who, as VoiTms rightly inti-

mates, were the fame as the Cadmians. In confequence of

this, there will fometimes be found a great iimilarity between

the characters of thefe two perfons.

I have (hewn, that colonies from 33

Egypt fettled in the

region of Sethon, called afterwards Sethonia, upon the river

PalseiKnus. They were likewife to be found in the coun-

tries of Edonia, Pieria, and Peonia : in one of which they

founded a city and temple. The Grecians called this city

Orpheus:
3*

Ogtpevs s?i iffohis VTTO Ty Tliegiy. Orpheus is a city

of 'Thrace below Pieria. But the place was originally ex-

preffed Orphi, by which is meant the oracular temple of

Orus. From hence, and from the worfhip here inftituted,

the people were ftyled Orphites, and Orpheans. They were

noted for the Cabiritic myfteries ; and for the Dionufiaca,

and worfhip of Damater. They were likewife very famous

for the medicinal arts ; and for their fkill in aflronomy and

mufic. But the Grecians have comprehended under the

" C. 24. p. 84.
31

Through t
;

;e whole of this I am obliged to difient from a perfon of great eru-

dition, the late celebrated Profeflbr I. M. Gefner of Gottingen : to whom however

I am greatly indebted, and particularly for his curious edition of the Orphic poems

publifhed at Leipfick, 1764.
" All the Orphic rites were coufefledly from Egypt. Diodorus above. See

Lucian's Aftrologus.
J4 Suidas.

VOL. II. S character
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character of one perfon the hiftory of a people. When they
fettled in Thrace, they introduced their arts, and their wor-

fhip, among the barbarous 3S natives ; by whom they were

revered for their fuperior knowledge. They likevvife be-

queathed many memorials of themfelves, and of their fore-

fathers, which were probably fome emblematical fculptures

upon wood, or (tone : hence we read of the tablets of Or-

pheus preferved in Thrace, and particularly upon mount
36 Hsemus. The temple, which they built upon this moun-

tain, feems to have been a college, and to have confifted of

a fociety of priefts. They were much addicted to celibacy,

as we may judge from their hiftory ;
and were in great mea-

fure reclufes after the mode of Egypt, and Canaan. Hence

it is faid of Orpheus, that he fecreted himfelf from the

world, and led the life of a 37 Swan : and it is moreover men-

tioned of Ariftasus, when he made a vifit to Dionufus upon
mount Haemus, that he difappeared from the fight of men,

and was never after 38
feen. According to the moft com-

mon accounts concerning the death of Orpheus, it was owing
to his principles, and manner of life. He was a folitary, and

refufed all commerce with woman-kind. Hence the Masna-

des, and other women of Thrace, rofe upon him, and tore

him to pieces. It is faid, that his head, and lyre were

thrown into the Hebrus ; down which they were wafted to

!; Maximus Tyrius. c. 37. p. 441.

Scholia upon the Hecuba of Euripides, v. 1267. See alfo the Alceflis.

v. 968.
'

Plato de Repub. L. 10. p. 620.

Diodorus. L. 4. p. 282. The hiftory of Arifteus is nearly a parody of the

hiftories of Orpheus, and Cadmus.

Lemnos.
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Lemnos. What is here mentioned of Orpheus, undoubtedly
rektes to the Orpheans, and to their temple upon mount

Hremus. This temple was in procefs of time ruined : and

there is great reafon to think, that it was demolifhed upon ac-

count of the cruelties practifed by the priefts,
and probably

from a deteftation of their unnatural crimes, to which there

are frequent allufions. Ovid having given a character of Or-

pheus, concludes with an accufation to this purpofe.

39
Ille etiam Thracum populis fuit auttor amores

In teneros transferre mares : citraque juventani

/Etatis breve ver, et primos carpere flores.

Thofe of the community, who furvived the difafter, fled

down the Hebrus to Lefbos ;
where they either found, or

erected, a temple fimilar to that, which they had quitted.

Here the fame worfhip was inftituted
;
and the place grew

into great reputation. They likewife fettled at Lemnos.

This ifland lay at no great diftance from the former ;
and

was particularly devoted to the Deity of fire. It is faid by

Hecatseus, that it received the name of Lemnos from the

.Magna Dea, Cybele. She was ftyled by the natives A^o;,
and at her fhrine they ufed to facrifice young perfons.
40

ATTO ^yy.7\Tt^ hsyopevrg 33' raz/H) $s KOLI trroL^BvzG
evvov.

They feem to have named the temple at Lefbos Orphi, and @ff*l

" Ovid. Metamorph. L. 10. v. 83. The like is mentioned of the Cadinians. See

TLichylus. 'H?.-T TTI 0Jicai?. Procrm. Ailian. Var. Hift. L. 13. c. 5.

* 3

Mecatasus apud Steph. Byzant. A/xro?. The firft inhabitants are faid to

have been Thracians, ftyled i'irnes xcu S7ra;o/: the chief cities Myrina, and He-

S 2 Orphei
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Orphei caput : and it appears to have been very famous on

account of its oracle. Philoftratus fays, that the lonians,

and ./Eolians, of old univerfally confulted it : and, what is

extraordinary, that it was held in high eftimation by the

people of Babylonia. He calls the place the head of Or-

pheus : and mentions, that the 4I oracle proceeded from a ca-

vity in the earth ; and that it was confulted by Cyrus, the
J J

Persian. That the Babylonians had a great veneration for

a temple named Orphi, I make no doubt : but it certainly

could not be the temple at Lefbos. During the Babylonifh.

empire, Greece, and its iflands, were fcarcely known to peo-

ple of that country. And when the Persians fucceeded, it is

not credible, that they iliould apply to an oracle at Lefbos,

or to any oracle of Greece. They were too refined in their

religious notions to make any fitch application. It is noto-

rious, that, when Cambyfes, and Ochus, invaded Egypt, and

when Xerxes made his inroad into Greece, they burnt and

ruined the temples in each nation, out of abomination to the

worfhip. It was another place of this name, an oracle of

their own, to which the Babylonians, and Periians, applied.

For it cannot be fuppofed, in the times fpoken of, that they

had a correfpondence with the weftern world. It was Ur, in

Chaldea, the feat of the ancient Magi, which was ftyled Ur-

phi, and Orphi, on account of its being the feat of an oracle.

That there was fuch a temple is plain from Stephanus Byzan-

tinus, who tells us,
^ Mansion ssiv O.VTV?

1

Philoftrati Heroica. p. 677. tv xo<A>? T* yv
41

Steph. Byz.



THE ANALYSIS OF ANCIENT MYTHOLOGY.

tag AsApot tzra^'

c

EX*ij<n. The Chaldeans had an

oracle as famous among the people of thofe parts^ as Delphi was

among the Grecians. This temple was undoubtedly ftyled

Urphi. I do not mean that this was neceffarily a proper
name ;

but an appellative, by which oracular places were in

general diftinguiilied. The city EdefTa in Mefopotamia
ieems likewife to have had the name of Urphi, which was

given on account of the like rites, and worfhip. That it was

fo named, we may fairly prefume from its being by the na-

tives called 4J

Urpha, at this day. It was the former temple,
to which the Babylonians, and Perlians had recourfe : and it

was from the Magi of thefe parts, that the Orphic rites and

myfteries were originally derived. They came from Baby-
lonia to Egypt, and from thence to Greece. We accordingly
find this particular in the character of Orpheus,

4+
SIVCLI $s TOV

OgQsa (JLCtysvicu Jsiw, that he was great in all the myjleries of
the Magi. We moreover learn from Stephanus Monachius,
that Orphon, a term of the fame purport as Orpheus, was

one of the appellations, by which the Magi were called.

45

Orphon, quod Arabibus Magum fonat. In fhort, under QrpkcM
the character of Orpheus, we have the hiftory both of the

Deity, and of his votaries. The head of Orpheus was faid

to have been carried to Lemnos, juft as the head of Ofiris

ufed to be wafted to Byblus. He is defcribed as going to the. /,^
(hades below, and afterwards returning to upper air. This. ^^^ t- H /

is fimilar to the hiftory of Oiiris, who was fiippofed to have

4J Pocock's Travels. Vol. 2. p. 159.
44 Paufaa. L. 6. p. 505.
45 See Huetii Demonft. Evang. Pr. 4. p. 129.

been.
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been in a ftate of death, and after a time to have come to

life. There was moreover fomething myfterious in the death

of Orpheus ; for it feems to have been celebrated with the

fame frantic acts of grief, as people pradifed in their lamen-

tations for Thamuz and Ofiris, and at the rites of Baal.

The Biftonian women, who were the fame as the Thyades,
VOTM/A. and Masnades, ufed to gafli their arms with knives, and be-

fmear themfelves with 4<i

blood, and cover their heads with

ames. By this difplay of forrow we are to underftand a re-

ligious rite ;
for Orpheus was a title, under which the Deity

of the place was worfhiped. He was the fame as Orus of

Egypt, whom the Greeks efteemed both as Apollo, and He-

phaiftus. That he was a deity is plain from his temple
and oracle abovementioned : which, we find, were of great

repute, and reforted to by various people from the oppoiite

coaft.

As there was an Orpheus in Thrace, fo there appears to

have been an Orpha in 47
Laconia, of whofe hiftory we have

but few remains. They reprefent her as a Nymph, the

daughter of Dion, and greatly beloved by Dionufus. She

was faid at the clofe of her life, to have been changed to

a tree. The fable probably relates to the Dionufiaca, and

other Orphic rites, which had been in early times intro-

duced into the part of the world abovementioned, where

they were celebrated at a place called Orpha. But the rites

grew into difufe, and the hiftory of the place became ob-

46
2TJX.TBS <f'' tlp.a.^CiVTO |SfaJ/OraS, KfJLlpI (JLt^MlVfl

^\suofjt.i'tx.t c"7roJY(i QgyiKiov zHrAox.etjitoi'. Antholog. L. 3. p. 270.
47 Servius in Virgil. Eclog. 8. See Salmafius upon Solinus. p. 425.

I o folete :
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iolete : hence Orpha has been converted to a nymph, fa- Qr
voured of the God there worshiped ; and was afterwards fup-

pofed to have been changed to one of the trees, which grew
within its precindts.

Many undertook to write the hiftory of Orpheus; the prin-

cipal of whom were Zopurus of Heraclea, Prodicus Chins,

Epio;enes, and Herodotus. They feem all to have run into
/I rH I

that general miftake of forming a new perfonage from a title, /' 'tffffn jrrcm.

and making the Deity a native, where he was inmrined.

The writings, which were tranfmitted under the name ofO '

Orpheus, were innumerable: and arejuftly ridiculed by Lu-

cian, both for their quantity, and matter. There were how- Offt fat /fywuj.

ever fome curious hymns, which ufed to be of old fung in

Pieria, and Samothracia ; and which Onomacritus copied.

They contain indeed little more than a lift of titles, by which

the Deity in different places was addreffed. But thefe titles

are of great antiquity : and though the hymns are tranfmitted

in a modern garb, the perfon, through whom we receive

them, being as late as
48

Pififtratus, yet they deferve our no- sMi*i*a.bti - flu

tice. They muft neceffarily be of confequence, as they re- fi

fer to the worfhip of the firft ages, and afford us a great in-

fight into the theology of the ancients. Thofe fpecimens

alfo, which have been preferved by Proclus, in his differ-

tations upon Plato, afford matter of great curiofity. They
are all imitations, rather than translations of the ancient Or-

phic poetry, accompanied with a fhort comment. This

poetry was in the original Amonian language, which grew J\

48 nr< TM n7i'T)ix.o<ri' OAu^.7r(a/a. Tatianus Aflyr. p. 275. Thefe v/ere the
j

Orphic hymns, which were fung by the Lycomedce at Athens.

obfolete
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obfolete among the Helladians, and was no longer intelli-

gible : but was for a long time preferved in *9
Samothracia,

,
~

, . , . , ,

and uied in their lacred rites.

49 Diodorus Sic. p. L. 5. p. 322.

CADMUS.
ALTHOUGH I have faid fo much about Dionufus,
*

Sefoftris, and other great travellers, I cannot quit the

fubjedl, till I have taken notice of Cadmus : for his expedi-

tions, though not fo extenfive as fome, which 1 have been

mentioning, are yet efteemed of great confequence in the

hiftories of ancient nations. The time of his arrival in Greece

is looked up to as a fixed zera : and many circumftances in

chronology are thereby determined. He is commonly re-

puted to have been a Phenician by birth ; the fon of Agenor,
who was the king of that country. He was fent by his fa-

ther's order in queft of his fifter Europa ;
and after wander-

ing about a long time to little purpofe, he at laft fettled in

Greece. In this country were many traditions concerning

him ; efpecially in Attica, and Bocotia. The particular fpot,

where he is fuppofed to have taken up his relidence, was in

the latter province at Tanagra upon the river Ifmenus. He
afterwards built Thebes : and wherever he came, he intro-

.

'

duced the religion of his country. This confifted in the

worfhip of s Dionufus ; and in the rites, which by the later

50

Te%i'tK. Nonnus. Dionuf. L. 4. p. 128.

There will be found in fome circumftances a great refemblance between Cadmus

f a d i-w^d- OUM^ HPi>^> and Orpheus.
Greeks



i <;<cncE$ oVroi ot uw KccS/Jiu o.7riKo/J.?v3i licrwyayo:'

KO.I Sf\ KO.I y^a^u.aTa, ax. eovva -zr(>iv 'EAA<7n'. Herod. L. 5. c. 58.

Literas in Grxciam intulifle e Phoenice Cadmum, fcdecim numero. Pliny

L. 7. c. 56.
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Greeks were termed the Dionufiaca. They feem to have

been much the fame as the Cabiritic myfteries, which he is

faid to have eftablifhed in Samothracia. He fought with a.

mighty dragon: whofe teeth he afterwards fowed. and pro-'

.

duced an army of men. To him Greece is iuppoied to have^ ,

been indebted for the firft introduction of 5l
letters ; which are

faid to have been the letters of his country Phenicia, and in

number fixteen, He married Harmonia, the daughter of

Mars and Venus : and his nuptials were graced with the pre-

fence of all the Gods, and GoddefTes
;
each of whom con-

ferred fome gift upon the bride. He had feveral children ;

among whom was a daughter Semele, efteemed the mother of

Bacchus. After having experienced great viciilitudes in life,

he is faid to have retired with his wife Harmonia to the coaft

of Illyria,
where they were both changed to ferpents. He

was fucceeded at Thebes by his fon Polydorus, the father of

Labdacus, the father of Laius. This laft was the hufoand / curiw*
$.***!*

of Jocafta, by whom he had OEdipus.
Bochart with wonderful ingenuity, and equal learning,

tries to folve the aenigmas, under which this hiftory is repre-

fcnted. He fuppofes Cadmus to have been a fugitive Ca-

naanite, who fled from the face of Joifhua : and that he was

called Cadmus from being a Cadmonite, which is a family

mentioned by Mofes. In like manner he imagines, that Har-

monia had her name from mount Hermon, which was pro-
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bably in the diftricl: of the Cadmonites. The ftory of the

dragon he deduces from the Hevaei, or Hivites ; the fame

people as the Cadmonites. He proceeds afterwards with

great addrefs to explain the reft of the fable, concerning the

teeth of the dragon, which were fown ; and the armed men,

which from thence arofe : and what he fays is in many par-

ticulars attended with a great {hew of probability. Yet after

all his ingenious conjectures, I am obliged to diflent from

him in fome points ; and particularly in one, which is of the

greateft moment. I cannot be induced to think, that Cad-

mus was, as Bochart reprefents him, a Phenician. Indeed

I am perfuaded, that no fuch perfon exifted. If Cadmus

brought letters from Phenicia, how came he to bring but

fixteen ; when the people, from whom he imported them,

had undoubtedly more, as we may infer from their neigh-

bours ? And if they were the current letters of Greece, as

Herodotus intimates ; how came it to pafs, that the tablet

of Alcmena, the wife of Amphitryon, the third in defcent

from Cadmus, could not be underftood, as we are aflured by
51 Plutarch ? He fays, that in the reign of Agefiiaus of

Sparta, a written tablet was found in the tomb of Alcmena,

to whom it was infcribed : that the characters were obfolete,

and unintelligible ; on which account they fent it to Conu-

phis of Memphis in Egypt to be deciphered. If thefe cha-

racters were Phenician, why were they fent to a prieft of a

different country for interpretation ? and why is their date,

and antiquity defined by the reign of a king in Egypt ?

1
Plutarch. De Genio Socratis. Vol. i. p. 578.
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53
SIVOU

The form of the letters was thefame, as was in
ufe, when Pro-

teus reigned in that country. Herodotus indeed, to prove that

the Cadmians brought letters into Greece, afTurcs us, that he

faw fpecimens of their writing at Thebes in the temple of

Apollo
5* Ifmenius : that there was a tripod as ancient as the

reign of Laius, the fon of Labdacus ; with an infcription,

which imported, that it had been there dedicated by Amphi-

tryon upon his vidtory over the Teleboas. I make no doubt,

but that Herodotus faw tripods with ancient infcriptions :

and there might be one with the name of Amphitryon : but

how could he be fure that it was the writing of that perfon,

and of thofe times ? We know what a pleafure there is in

enhancing the antiquity of things; and how often infcrip- 'jniwifttiw*

tions are forged for that purpofe. Is it credible, that the

characters of Amphitryon fhould be fo eafy to be appre-

hended, when thofe of his wife Alcmena could not be under-

ftood ? and which of the two are we in this cafe to believe,

Herodotus or Plutarch ? 1 do not mean that I give any cre-

dence to the ftory of Alcmena, and her tablet : nor do I be-

lieve, that there was a tripod with characters as ancient as

Amphitryon. I only argue from the principles of the
(.j

YCUO-

Greeks, to prove their inconfiftency. The Pheneatae in Ar-

cadia fhewed to Paufanias an infcription upon the bails of a

! Plutarch above.
k 'O jJitv cf l/s TUV

AfjifytTgvitjv jw.' avtvitxev fwv OLTTO

Tctvrcc faiwnv ctv fin Kara. Aa'iov vov Aa^/axa. Herod. L. 5. c. 59.

T 2 brazen
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brazen ftatue, which was dedicated to 55 Pofeidon Hippius.
It was faid to have been written by UlyfTes ; and contained a

treaty made between him and fome fhepherds. But Paufa-

nias acknowledges, that it was an impofition : for neither

ftatues of brafs, nor ftatues of any fort, were in ufe at the

time alluded to.

It is faid of Cadmus, that he introduced the rites of
56 Bacchus into Greece. But how is this poffible, if Bacchus

was his defcendant, the fon of his daughter Semele ? To re-

medy this, the latter mythologifts fuppofe, that there was a

prior Bacchus, who was worfhiped by Cadmus. This is their

ufual recourfe, when they are hard preffed with inconfiften-

cies. They then create other perfonages, to help them out

,
of their difficulties. They form with great facility a new

Id"** / 6 /

Semiramis, or Minus ; another Belus, Perfeus, Minos, Her-

mes, Phoroneus, Apis, though to little purpofe : for the

miftake being fundamental, the inconveniencies cannot be

remedied by fuch fubftitutes. We are told, that Cadmus

was a Phenician : but Diodorus Siculus fpeaks of him as af-

furedly of Egypt ; and mentions moreover, that he was a na-

tive of the Thebais :
57

Kafyioy # YUV orra, TOOV AtyvTrnuv.

Pherecydes Syrus alfo, from whom moft of the mythology of

Greece was borrowed, makes Cadmus an 58

Egyptian, the

fon

T!
Paufanias. L. 8. p. 628.

He is faid to have introduced AioyucnaxHi', Tt/\STHpyia.r, (pccXhvQomxv.
1 Diodorus Sicul. L. i. p. 20.

Cadmum Pherecydes L. 4. Hiftoriarum ex Agenore et Argiope, Nili fluvii :

filin natum efle tradidit. Natalis Comes. L. 8. c. 23. p. 481. There are various

genealogies of this perfonage. AiGum TK E^ra^a xa.t nocrtdMK, Aywwp Jcai

Aywopos Kcei AvrtoTTtK TV; EnAa Ka/woj. Scholia Euripid. Phceniff. v. 5.
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fon of Agenor, and Argiope, who was the daughter of Nilus.

By others he is faid to have been the fon of Antiope, the

daughter of Belus : confequently he muft originally have been

of Babylonifh extraction . His father Agenor, from whom he

is fuppofed to have been inftrudted in the fciences, is repre-

fented by Nonnus as reiiding at Thebes.

59

Harlot. &cr7r<nj) dsdaqpevQe o^y/a,

evmeTw smroTrvhov WKSS

We learn the fame from the Scholiaft upon Lycophron, who

ftyles
the king Ogugus. Kou o ^lyvyot; Qrjowv AiyvnTiuv r\ii

Q&SV o Kafytoc woywj>, zhQuv sv 'EAAaJi ra,g 'Eifjxf

silTHTS. Moreover Ogugus was king of 'Thebes in Egypt :

of which country was Cadmus^ who came into Greece^ and built

the city jlyled Heptapulce. It was from the fame part of the

world, that the myfteries were imported, in which Cadmus

is reprefented as fo knowing : and here it was, that he was

taught hieroglyphics, and the other characters, which are at-

tributed to him. For he is faid to have been expert
6l
Xs<0

C7ncr$07ro0<o ^a^ayjitaTa Aoa ^a^acnr&M.
Thefe arts he car-

ried firft to the coaft of Sidon, and Syria ;
and from thence

he is fuppofed to have brought them to Greece : for before

ev area q/na-tv. Aywup t o noo-edavos yxuti &<x.p.vca rnv BAe'

%ei AiyuTTTos, Y.CU MsA/a, w iff^ei

NeiAa Ta -zeroTa/Aa' T8 S'& yivsra.1

Apollon. Scholia. L. 3. v. 1185.
59 Dionufiac. L. 4. p. 126.

'

V. 1206. The Poet calls the Thebans of Bceotia, Clyvya
" Nonnus. L. 4. p. 126.

he



142 THE ANALYSIS OF ANCIENT MYTHOLOGY,

lie came to Hellas, he is faid to have reigned in conjunction
with Phoenix, both at Sidon and Tyre.

6z

$omj mi KaJpjf,
OLTTO 0/]W ruv AiyvKTiow efahOovTsg st$ TY\V ZVPIXV TVPZ tcou

*<JW0 s6a<nAgy<raj'. Pheenix and Cadmus came
fro??i Thebes

in Egypt ^
a?id reigned at Tyre and Sidon.

Thus I have taken pains to {hew, that Cadmus was not,

as has been generally thought, a Phenician. My next en-

deavour will be to prove that no fuch perfon cxifted. . If we
confider the whole hiftory of this celebrated hero, we {hall

find, that it was impoflible for one perfon to have effected

what he is fuppofed to have performed. His expeditions

were various and wonderful ; and fuch as in thofe early times

would not have been attempted, nor could ever have been

compleated. The Helladians fay little more, than that he

built Thebes, and brought letters into Greece : that he flew

a dragon, from the teeth of which being fowed in the ground
there arofe an army of earthborn men. The writers of other

countries afford us a more extenfive account : among the

principal of which are to be efleemed Herodotus, Diodorus,

Strabo, and Paufanias. Some of them had their 63 doubts

about the reality of this adventurer : and from the hiftory,

which they have tranfmitted, we may fafely infer, that no

fuch perfon exifted, as has been defcribed under the character

of Cadmus.

He is faid to have failed firft to 6+ Phenicia and Cyprus ;

and afterwards to 6s Rhodes. Here he inftrudted the people

Eufeb. Chron. p. 27. and Syncellus. p. 152.
6| See Paufan. L. 9. p. 734.
4

)juv TUV AiyVTTTKtiV EfiA0{WT6S MS TflV "Z

Eufeb. Chron. p. 27.

?* Diodorus Sic. L. 5. p. 329.

in
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in the religion, which he profefTed ; and founded a temple

at Lindus, where he appointed an order of priefts. He did

the fame 66
at Thera, and afterwards was at

6? Thafus : and

proceeding in his travels partook of the Cabiritic myfteries

in
68
Samothracia. He vifited 69

Ionia, and all the coaft up-
wards to the Hellefpont and Propontis. He was at Lefbos,

which he named 7
Ifla ; where fome of his pofterity were

to be found long after. He was alfo at Anaphe, one of the

Sporades ; which ifland was denominated Membliaros from

one of his
7I

followers. Mention is made of his being upon
the 7t

Hellefpont, and in Thrace. Here he rerlded, and found

out a mine of 73

gold, having before found one of copper
in 74

Cyprus. Hence he is faid to have procured great wealth.
75 'O$e Kadp* 'srAaros tffegi %cwr\v,

xcu TO li&fycuov o^o?.
We

hear of him afterwards in ?6 Euboea ; where there are ,to be

found innumerable traces of him, and his followers* He

66
KaffJio? vB-f,oo-e<r%e

TW Qnptzv. Herod. L. ^ c. 147.
67 Conon apud Photium. p. 443. and Scholia Dionyfii. v< 517: Et%t e lepiv

X<XT<Z

* 8
Diodorus Sic. L. 5. p.

*9 Nonnus. L. 3. p. 86. Priene in Ionia called Cadmia. Strabo. L. 14. p. 94 j.

70
Lycophron. v. 219.

71
Steph. Byzant.

71 Nonnus. p. 86.

73 Auri metalla ct conflaturarn Cadmus Phccnix (invenit) ad Pangasum montem.

Plin. L. 7. c. 56. KaJ/Aos, xai 7>A(pao-<7a tv 0cax 3caTax;;ac. ApollodcM'US.

L. 3. p. 130.
74 Plin. L. 34. c. 10. Hygin. F. 274.
75 Strabo. L. 14. p. 998.
76 Strabo. L. 10. p. 685.

Q was
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was likewife at
77

Sparta ;
as we may infer from the Heroiim

erected to him by Eurotas, and his brethren, the fons of

Hurseus. He muft have refided a great while in ' 3

Attica;

for there were many edifices about Athens attributed to

him. He fettled at Tanagra in Bceotia ;
where he loft all

his companions, who were {lain by a dragon. Fie after-

wards built Thebes. Here he was king ;
and is faid to have

reigned fixty-two
79

years.
But as if his wanderings were

never to be terminated, he leaves his newly founded city,

and goes to Illyria.
Here we find him again in regal ftate.

80
Ba<n7wei Kafywj ruv iMwgiuv. He reigns over the coun-

try,
which receives its name from his fon.

'

ItovgicLcwo

78 Kafywi/os -nraife. Now whoever is truly acquainted with

antiquity, muft know, that in the times here fpoken of little

correfpondence was maintained between nation and nation.

Depredations were very frequent ;
and every little maritime

power was in a ftate of
8i

piracy
: fo that navigation was at-

tended with great peril.
It is not therefore to be believed,

that a perfon fhould fo often rove upon the feas amid fuch

variety of nations, and refide among them at his pleafure :

much lefs that he (hould build temples, found cities, and

introduce his religion,
wherever he lifted ;

and this too in

fuch tranfient vifits. Befides, according to the Egyptian

accounts, the chief of his adventures were in Libya.

77 Paufanias. L. 3. p. 245.
78 Herodotus. L. 5. c. 61.

79 Cedrenus. p. 23.
80

Apollodorus. L. 3. p. 143. Paufan. L. 9. p. 7*9-

81

Stephanus Byzantin.
Sl

Thucydid. L. i. c. 5, 6, . ,

married

10
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married Harmonia at the lake 8j Tritonis ; and is faid to have

founded in that part of the world no lefs than an hundred

cities :

84

Some of thefe cities feem to have been fituated far weft in

the remoter parts of Africa.

85 KO.I A&vss zgoLTOMTo iff&g 'EvTfegiw #?U|W,a

VOLIOVTSS

Carthage itfelf was of old called
86 Cadmeia : fo that he may-

be ranked among the founders of that city.

He is mentioned by Mofes Chorenenfi.s to have fettled in

87
Armenia, where there was a regio Cadmeia not far from

Colchis. He reigned here ; and is faid to have been of the

giant race, and to have come from
S8

Babylonia. And as the

city Carthage in Libya was called Cadmeia, fo in this region

Cadmeia there was a city Carthage :

8 '

Ka/jotas aATs. Nonnns. L. 13. p. 972.

Diodorus fays that he married her in Samothracia. L. 5. p. 323.
84 Nonnus. L. 23. p. 372.
85 Nonnus. L. 13. p. 370.
5

Stephanus Byzant. The Carthaginians are by Silius Italicus ftyled Cadmeans.

Sacri cum perfida padti

Gens Cadmea fuper regno certamina movit. L. T. v. 5.
:

L. i. c. 9, 10. p. 26. L. 2. c. 4. p. 87.
3

Mofes Choren. L. i. c. 9. p. 26. There was a city Cadmea in Cilicia. Ka/-

y.iia. gx.T/c-6/) xai 2<cf f^ K/Ai>ua. Eufebii Chron. p. 30. 1. 23.
89

Stephanus Byzant. Some think that this is a miftake for KaA^jjcJW, Chal-

cedon. But Chalcedon was not in Armenia, nor in its vicinity.

VOL. II. U Such
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Such are the expeditions of Cadmus. But is it credible

that any perfon could have penetrated into the various re-

gions, whither he is fuppofed to have gone? to have founded

colonies in Phenicia, Cyprus, Rhodes, Thera, Thafus, Ana-

phe, Samothracia ? to have twice viiited the Hellefpont ? to

have worked the mines in the Pangean mountains, and in

other places ? to have made fettlements in Euboea, Attica,

Boeotia, and Illyria ? and, above all, to have had fuch terri-

tories in Afric ? He is reprefented as heir to the kingdom of

Egypt : this he quitted, and obtained a kingdom in Phenicia.

He leaves this too ; and after much wandering arrives in

Greece ; where he founds feveral cities and reigns fixty-two

years. After this, hard to conceive ! he is made king in

Illyria. He muft alfo have reigned in Afric : and his domi-

nions feem to have been considerable, as he founded an hun-

dred cities. He is reprefented as a king in Armenia ; and

had there too no fmall territory. Sure kingdoms in thofe

times muft have been very cheap, if they were fo eafily at-

tainable. But the whole is certainly a miftake ;
at leaft in

refpect to 9 Cadmus. No perfon could poflibly have effected

Cadmus was coeval with Dardanus. He was in Samothrace before the foun-

dation of Troy. Diodorus Sicul. L. 5. p. 323. Yet he is laid to be contemporary
with the Argonauts: Clemens Alexandrinus Strom. L. i. p. 382. and pofterior to

Tirefias, who was in the time of Epigonoi.
' Yet Tirdias is laid to have prophefied

of Cadmus, and his offspring.

-zzroAAa <Tg Ka<5)/i)

Callimachi Lavacra Palladis. v. 125.

The fon of Cadmus is fuppofed to have lived at the time of the Trojan war :

Lycophron. v. 217. and Scholia. His daughter Semele is faid to have been fixteen

hundred years before Herodotus, by that writer's own account. L. 2. c. 145. She

was at this rate prior to the foundation of Argos : and many centuries before her

father; near a thouland years before her brother.

6 what
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what is attributed to him. They were not the atchievements

of one perfon, nor of one age. And place Cadmus at any

given a;ra, and arrange his hiftory, as may appear moft plau-
fible ; yet there will arife numberlefs inconfiftencies from the

connexions he muft have in refpect to time, place, and peo-

ple j
fuch as no art nor difpofition can remedy.

It may be afked, if there were no fuch man as Cadmus,
what did the ancients allude to under this character ? and

what is the true purport of thefe hiftories ? The travels of

Cadmus, like the expeditions of Perfeus, Sefoftris, and Oiiris,

relate to colonies, which at different times went abroad, and

were diftinguifhed by this title. But what was the work of

many, and performed at various feafons, has been attributed

to one perfon. Cadmus was one of the names of Ofiris, the / J*
' a^ p

f

chief Deity of Egypt. Both Europa, and Harmonia, are of

the like nature. They were titles of the Deity ; but affumed

by colonies, who went out, and fettled under thefe denomi-

nations. The native Egyptians feldom left their country,

but by force. This neceflity however did occur : for Egypt
at times underwent great

9I revolutions. It was likewife in

fome parts inhabited by people of a different caft ; particu-

larly by the fons of Chus. Thefe were obliged to retire : in

confequence of which they fpread themfelves over various

parts of the earth. All, who embarked under the fame

name, or title, were in after times fuppofed to have been un-

der the fame leader : and to him was attributed the honour

of every thing performed. And as colonies of the fame de-

91 See Excerpta ex Diodori L. 40. apud Photium. p. 1152. concerning the dif-

ferent nations in Egypt, and of their migrations from that country.

U 2 r.cminatl .
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nomination went to parts of the world widely diftant ;
their

ideal chieftain, whether Cadmus, or Bacchus, or Hercules,

was fuppofed to have traverfed the fame ground : and the

atchievements of different ages were conferred upon a fancied

hero of a day. This has been the caufe of great inconiift-

ency throughout the mythology of the ancients. To this

they added largely, by being fo lavifh of titles, out of rever-

ence to their Gods. Wherever they came, they built temples

to them, and cities, under various denominations ;
all which

were taken from fome fuppofed attribute. Thefe titles and

attributes, though they belonged originally to one God, the

JoeUKtJuhSun ; yet being
91

manifold, and mifapplied, gave rife to a

multitude of Deities, whofe aera never could be fettled, nor

their hiftory rendered confident. Cadmus was one of thefe.

He was the fame as Hermes of Egypt, called alfo Thoth,

Athoth, and Canathoth : and was fuppofed to have been the

inventer of letters. He was fometimes ftyled Cadmilus,

another name for Hermes
;
under which he was worfhiped in

Samothracia, and Hetruria. Lycophron fpeaking of the pro-

phet Prulis in Lefbos tells us, that he was the fon of Cadmus,

and of the race of Atlas. And he was the perfon, who was

fuppofed to give information to the Greeks, when they were

upon their expedition towards Troy.
!

Diana fays to her father Jupiter,

Aos [A.OI 'ma^si'inv aiwtov^ ATTTTOC^ (puha^xty

Kxi 'srohiKavuf/.w* Callim. H. in Dianam. v. 6.

tTr
avfycaTr'ds eTrtw Tzohucavufjios t^w. Homer. H. in Apoll. v. 82,

Gga xx.A,cu Kt/7r^f. Eurip. Hippolytus. v. i.

The Egyptian Deities had many titles.

ISIDI. MYRIONYM^:. Gruter. Ixxxiii. n. n.

Qs



THE ANALYSIS OF ANCIENT MYTHOLOGY. 149

95
'1; pi <rs K<ty*os u

<pvTsv(ra.i

They are the words of Caffandra: upon which the Scholiaft

obferves ; UgvXi$, wo$ T'<$ KaJpAs, mi Kafyta, IOTOJ 'E^jU.8 ;

Prulis of Lefbos was thefon of Cadmilus^ or Cadmus^ thefame as

Hermes. And afterwards he mentions,
94"

o KaJ]u<D, yjTo/ "Eg^ujff,

Cadmus',
-0^0 w //6<?

y^;;ztJ
j Hermes, In another place he

takes notice, that the name of Hermes among the Hetrurians

was 9S Cadmilus : and it has been fliewn, that Cadmilus, and

Cadmus are the fame. To clofe the whole, we have this

further evidence from Phavorinus, that Cadmus was cer-

tainly an epithet or title of Hermes. 9&

Ka<5p), a
wgioii pavov,

aAAa mi 'E^8 smffsTov.

Harmonia, the wife of Cadmus, who has been efteemed a

mere woman, feems to have been an emblem of nature, and

the foftering nurfe of all things. She is from hence ftyled
97

ttrangcxpos 'Ajfjima. And when Venus is reprefented in the

allegory as making her a virit, fhe is faid to go
98

sig
JOJMJJJI

*AgfJ,ovtot,s trajOtjCtiOTO^o^,
to the houfe of the all-produBive parent.

In lome o.f the Orphic verfes (lie is reprefented not only as a

Deity, but as the light of the world.

9!

Lycophron. v. 219.
94 Scholia, ibid.

95
Lycophron. Schol. v. 162.

96 Vttus Auctor apud Phavorinum.
' Nonnus. L. 41. p. 1070. Harmonia, by the Scholiaft upon Apollonius id

ftyled Nu//.^ Nai's. L. 2. v. 992. The marriage of Cadmus anc ilarmoni:i is

faid to be only a parody of the marriage of Peleus and Thetis. Diodorub. L. 5.

F i 3-
'

Nonniu. L. 41. p. 1068,.
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99

AgfjLonrij x.o<r[ji,oio (pctstnpogs,
KOU <rcxpe

Harmonia was fuppofed to have been a perfonage, from whom
all knowledge was derived. On this account the books of

fcience were ftyled
'

%vgia<; 'Agfiovia.?,
the books of Har-

monia, as well as the books of Hermes. Thefe were four in

number, of which Nonnus gives a curious account, and fays,

that they contained matter of wonderful antiquity.

1
Eiv svi $g<rpaTa uruvTct, r<x,7rsg

The firft of them is faid to have been coeval with the world.

OTTWTTSV

Eiv svi 'ury.vTy.
<psg%<rct.v,

otra

Hvvtrsv.

From hence we find, that Hermon, or Harmonia, was a

Deity, to whom the firft writing is afcribed. The fame is

faid of Hermes. 3

'E^p^ Asysrca wv sv AiyyTTTw y^ajW.-

juara iffgwTos svgsiv.
The invention is alfo attributed to

Taut, or Thoth. 4
IT^WTO? & TaayTOf, o rw

svgsnv STrivoria'ct.g, ov AiyvKTioi pev zx.a.te<raLV

$e w^, 'E^f Jg 'EAAj^j/s? (JLeTepgcurour.
Cadmus is faid

99 Oraculum Apollinis Sminthei apud Laftantium. D. I. L. i. c. 8. p. 32. She

is ftyled the mother of the Amazons. Steph. Byzant. 'Ap^vicc^

Nonnus. L. 12. p. 328.
1

Ibid.

1
Ibid.

3 Plutarch. Sympof. L. 9. Quasft. 13. p. 738.
4 Philo apud Eufeb. P. E. L. i. p. 31.

not
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not only to have brought letters into Greece, but to have

been the inventor of them : from whence we may fairly con-

clude, that under the characters of Hermon, Hermes, Taut,

Thoth, and Cadmus, one perfon is alluded to. The Deity
called by the Greeks Harmonia was introduced among the

Canaanites very early by people from Egypt : and was wor-

fhiped in Sidon, and the adjacent country by the name of
5 Baal Hermon.

Europa likewife was a Deity : according to Lucian the

fame as Aftarte, who was worfhiped at Hierapolis in Syria.

He vifited the temple, and had this information from the

priefts
:

6

u>$ $s poi Tig ruv
Igswv a^ysio, EvgWTrw s?i (TO

ayaAjUa) rw KaJju.8 aJsAcpsj^. He is fpeaking of the ftatue

in the temple, which the priefts told him belonged to a God-

defs, the fame as Europa, the fifter of Cadmus. She was

alfo efteemed the fame as Rhea ; which Rhea we know was

the reputed mother of the gods, and particularly the mother

of Jupiter.

QLV 'Psia. Tsxoi src<5a Koyw sv

Pindar fpeaks of Europa, as the
8

daughter of Tityus : and

by Herodotus fhe is made the mother of 9

Sarpedon and

Minos.

I have mentioned, that Cadmus was the fame as the Egyp-

Judgcs. c. 3. v. 3. Hermon was particularly worfhiped about Libanus, and

Antilib.inus, where was the country of the Cadmonites, and Syrian Hivites.
5 Lucian de Syria Dea. p. 6.

7

Apud Proclum in Timsum. p. 121. See Orpheus. Fragm. p. 403.
8

Pyth. Ode
(, p. 237.

9 Herodotus. L. i. c. 173.

tian
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tian Thoth ; and it is manifeft from his being Hermes, and

from the invention of letters being attributed to him. Simi-

lar to the account given of Cadmus is the hiftory of a per-

fonage called by the Greeks Caanthus : this hiftory contains

an epitome of the voyage undertaken by Cadmus, though
with fome fmall variation. Caanthus is faid to have been

the fon of Oceanus ; which in the language of Egypt is the

fame as the fon of Ogus, and Oguges ; a different name for

the fame
ID

perfon. Ogus, and with the reduplication Ogu-

gus, was the fame as Ogyges, in whofe time the flood was

fuppofed to have happened. Ogyges is reprefented both as

a king of Thebes in Egypt, and of Thebes in Boeotia : and

in his time Cadmus is faid to have left the former country,

and to have come to the latter, being fent in queft of his

fifter Europa by his father. Caanthus was fent by his father

with a like commiflion. His fifter Melia had been ftolen

away : and he was ordered to fearch every country, till he

found her. He accordingly traverfed many feas, and at laft

landed in Greece, and paifed into Boeotia. Here he found,

that his fifter was detained by Apollo in the grove of Ifme-

nus. There was a fountain
"
of the fame name near the

grove, which was guarded by a dragon. Caanthus is faid to

have caft fire into this facred recefs ; on which account he

was flain by Apollo. His rapo?, or tomb, was in after times,

(hewn by the Thebans. We may perceive, that the main

10

Og, Ogus, Ogenus, Ogugus, Clyvyv, Qyevif-eti, all relate to the Ocean.

Al'toTfoO) 3i TH Iff/ueviS Trill KpYlVWV
iS'jl',

!', WTiVK A^EfcJS fyaCTlV IBQO.V ZlVOLl, KCt.1 OOOt-

LTTO Td Afews STTniru^Ki <fi/Aaxa T izrriyn' Ttrpos TouiTy Tn Kp

TW s-aroos ^TUffatvTet ygTrxeifxsviiiv
iv

t
v afetyw xrA. Paufan. L. 9. p. 730.

part
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part of this relation agrees with that of Cadmus. Melie, the

lifter of Caanthus, is by fome fpoken of as the mother of
11

Europa : which fliews, that there is a correfpondenee be-

tween the two hiftories. The perfon alfo, who fent thefe

two adventurers, the filter, of whom they went in queft, and

the precife place, to which they both came, exhibit a feries

of circumftances fo fimilar, that we need not doubt, but that

it is one and the fame hiftory. It is faid, that Caanthus

threw fire into the facred I3
grove : which legend, howeverO O *

inifconftrued, relates to the firft eftablifhment of fire-worfhip

at Thebes in the grove of Apollo Ifmenius. The term If-

menius is compounded of Is-Men, ignis Menis. Meen,

Menes, Manes, was one of the moft ancient titles of the

Egyptian God Ofiris, the lame as Apollo, and Caanthus.

What has been mentioned about Cadmus and Caanthus, is

repeated under the character of a perfon named Curnus ;

who is faid to have been fent by his father Inachus in fearch

of his lifter
l *

lo. Inachus, Oceanus, Ogugus, and Agenor,
are all the fame perfonages under different names j

and the

hiftories are all the fame.

1
Dicitur Europa fuifie Agenoris Phcenicum Regis, et Meliee Nymphse, filia.

Natalis Comes. L. 8. p. 481.
' So Phlegyas was laid to have fired the temple of Apollo at Delphi. Eufeb.

Chron. p. 27. Apud Delphos templum Apollinis incendit Phlegyas. Lutatius.

Placidus upon Statius. Thebaid. L. i. v. 70.5. But Phlegyas was the Deity of

fire, prior to Apollo and his temple. Apollo is faid to have married Coronis the

daughter of Phlegyas. Hyginus. F. 161. and by her he had a fon Delphus, from

whom Delphi had its name. ibid. See Paufan. L. 10. p. 811. The mytholo-

gifts have made Apollo flay Caanthus : but Caanthus, Cunthus, Cunsethus, were

all titles of the fame Deity called Chan-Thoth in Egypt.
'* Diodorus Siculus. L. 5. p. 331.

VOL. II. X That
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That Cadmus was of old efteemed a Deity may be further

proved from his being worfhiped at Gortyna in Crete, as we

learn from
' 5 Solinus. lidem Gortynii et Cadmum colunt,

Europae fratrem. He had moreover an Heroum at Sparta,

which was eredled by people ftyled the fons of
l6

Hurasus.

We learn from Palasphatus, that according to fome of the

ancient mythologies, Cadmus was the perfon, who flew the

ferpent
I7 at Lerna. And according to Nonnus he contended

with the giant Tiphoeus, and reftored to Jupiter his loft

8
thunder. By this is meant, that he renewed the rites, and

worfhip of the Deity, which had been abolifhed. Thefe are

circumftances, which fufficiently fhew, that Cadmus was a

different perfonage, from what he is generally imagined.
There was a hill in Phrygia of his name, and probably fa-

cred to him ;
in which were the fountains of the river I9

Ly-
cus. There was alfo a river Cadmus, which rofe in the fame

mountain, and was loft underground. It foon afterwards

burft forth again, and joined the principal ftream. Moun-

tains and rivers were not denominated from ordinary perfon-

ages. In fhort, Cadmus was the fame as Hermes, Thoth,
and Ofiris : under which characters more than one perfon is

alluded to : for all theology of the ancients is of a mixed

nature. He may principally be efteemed Ham, who by his

pofterity was looked up to as the Sun, and worfhiped under

15
Solinus. L. 17.

5

Paufanias. L. 3. p. 245.
17

Palosphatus. p. 22.
!

Dionyfiaca. L. i. p. 42. L. i. p. 38.
'* Strabo. L. 12. p. 867.

his
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his titles : a circumftance however, which was common to

all, who were ftyled Baalim. That he was the fame as

Ham will appear from the etymology of his name. I have

before fhewn that the Sun was ftyled
*

Achad, Achon, and

Achor : and the name, of which we are treating, is a com-

pound of
51

Achad-Ham, rendered by the Greeks Acadamus

and Academus, and contracted Cadmus. Many learned men
have thought, that the place at Athens called Academia was

founded by Cadmus, and denominated from him : and of

the latter circumftance I make no doubt.
z Ab hoc Cadmo

eruditi Academiam, quafi Cadmiam deducunt : quo nomine

indigitari locum mufis ftudiiique facratum notiilimum eft.

The true name of Cadmus according to this fuppolition muft

have been, as I have reprefented, Acadamus ; or as the lo-

nians expreffed it Academus, to have Academia formed from

it. Herodotus informs us, that, when the Cadmians came to

Attica, they introduced a new fyftem of
* 3 Architecture

; and

built temples in a ftyle quite different from that, to which

the natives had been ufed. And he defcribes thefe buildings

as erected at fome diftance from thofe of the country. This

See Radicals, p. 76.
'

Places facred to the Sun had the name of, Achad, and Achor. Nifibis was

fo called. In Achor, qua eft Nifibis. Ephnemus Syrus. Et in Ackad, qii<e
nunc

dicitur Nifibus. Hieron. See Geograph. Hebneor. Extera. p. 227. of the learned

Michaelis.

The Deity, called Achor, and Achad, feems to be alluded to by Ifaiah. c. 65.

v. 10. and c. 66. v. 17. Achad well known in Syria: Selden de Diis Syris. c. 6.

p. 105.
" Hoffman Academia. Hornius, Hift. Philofoph. L. 7.

3 K* <rfyi i

c

t<?i tv Aftyvyai 'nS^u^svai^
rtav ufev jnertx. TOUTI Xonroivi AO^caojcr/,

aAAa it x.t%i-pi(rntva. <TWV aAAwc ipwf xcti Jn KOC.I A^aj/'ws AtifjuiTpos IDOV re KO.I

cpytct. Herod. L. 5. p. 61.

X 2 was
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was the fituation of the place called Academia, which flood

at the diftance of a few furlongs from 2* Athens. It was aD

place of exercife, and fcience ; and by all accounts finely dif-

pofed ; being planted with variety of trees, but particularly

Olives, called here (Mojcu) Morise. There were likewife

fprings, and baths for the convenience of thofe, who here

took their exercife. The tradition among the Athenians

was, that one Ecademus, or Academus, founded it in ancient

times ; from whom it received its name. Laertius ftyles him

the hero Ecademus :
^ ATTO nvog ri^og wyo*tatr&]

And Suidas to the fame purpofe : ATTO Emfapz TWOS

ovo{JLOL<rt)BV.
But Eupolis, the comic writer, who was far prior,

fpeaks of him as a Deity :

6 Ev svvxioig fyvpoiriv A.K^fJLH

S3. The trees, which grew within the precindls, were

looked upon as very facred,
* 7 OVTW isgou ;

and the place itfelf

in ancient times was of fo great fanctity, that it was a pro-

fanation to laugh there ;

2S

izrgoTSgov
sv Axaftpa p^Js ysAa-

<rcu $&<ntw sivou.

The Ceramicus at Athens had the fame name
; and was

1+ Paufanias. L. i. p. 71.
25

Diog. Laertius. L. 3. 6. Hornius fays, Academia a Cadmo nomen accepir,

non ab Ecademo. L. 7. c. 3. but Ecademus, and Cadmus, were undoubtedly the

lame perfon. Harpocration thinks that it took its name from the perfon, who firft

confecrated it. ATTO i
KaQiepxcrccvTos Ax-mSn/M*.

'H IULSV AKa.<ifj.ia. CLTTQ
fl^wiS

TWOS A.KO.S ywa xTtactvTos ruv IGTTOV. Ulpian upon

Demofth. contra Timocratem.
16

Eupolis Comicus : ev A^poTBUTOfi apud Laertium in Vita Platonis. L. .

c. 7.

27 Hr yap yufAvccartov CCTTO Ax(X.np.u Taepi O.VTOV ft vactv 0.1 OVTCCS i&pxi EAoctai TS

G, 0.1 xaAarraj Mopiat. Schol. upon Ariftoph. Ne<pAa. v. 1001.

. Var. Hift. L. 3. c. 35.

10 undoubtedly
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undoubtedly given from the fame perfonage.

hsiTou $s 8TW o KsgoL'JUZos. Hefych. The common notion

was, that it was denominated from the hero
* 9

Ceramus, the

fon of Dionufus. This arofe from the common miftake ; by

which the place was put for the perfon, to whom it was

facred, and whofe name it bore. Ham was the fuppofed

hero : and Ceramus was Cer-Ham, the tower or temple of

Ham, which gave name to the inclofure. This abufe of

terms is no where more apparent than in an infcription men-

tioned by Gruter ;
where there is a mixed title of the Deity

formed from his place of worfliip.
30 Malacae Hifpaniae.

MARTI CIRADINO
TEMPLUM COMMUNI VOTO

E R E C T U M.

Cir-Adon was the temple of Adon, or Adonis
;
the Amonian

title of the chief God. In like manner near mount Laphyf-
tium in Boeotia the God 3 '

Charops was worfhiped, and ftyled

Hercules Charops. But Char-Ops, or Char-Opis, fignified

the temple of the ferpent Deity : and was undoubtedly built

of old by the people named Charopians, and Cyclopians; who

were no other than the ancient Cadmians. Ceramicus was

an Egyptian name ; and one of the gates or towers of the

gates at 3 * Naucratis in that country was fo called. It was alfo

19 To <Pe %upiov o Keptzfj.ix.oi TO /ut.ev ovo^tx. t%ti O.TTO n^wos Kepa.^' AIOJWS rt eivctt

xai Agietfiw;. Pauian. L. i. p. 8.

Gruter. Infcrip. p. 57. n. 13.
31 Paufan. L. 9. p. 779.
31 Athenaeus. L. n. p. 480.
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the name of an harbour in Cariu, probably denominated from

fome building at the 33 entrance.

I may pofTibly
be thought to proceed too far in abridging

hiftory of fo many heroic perfonages, upon whofe names an-

tiquity has impreffed a reverence
;
and whofe mighty actions

have never been difputed. For though the drefs and colour-

ing may have been thought the work of fancy, yet the fub-

ftance of their hiftory has been looked upon as undeniably

true. To which I anfwer, that it was undoubtedly founded

in truth : and the only way to afcertain what is genuine,

muft be by ftripping hiftory of this unnatural veil, with

which it has been obfcured ; and to reduce the whole to its

original appearance. This may be effected upon the prin-

ciples, which I have laid down ; for if inftead of Perfeus, or

Hercules, we fubftitute bodies of men, who went under fuch

titles, the hiftory will be rendered very probable, and con-

fiftent. If inftead of one perfon Cadmus traverfing fo much

ground, and introducing the rites of his country at Rhodes,

Samos, Thera, Thafus, Samothrace, and building fo many
cities in Libya, we fuppofe thefe things to have been done

by colonies, who were ftyled Cadmians ;
all will be very

right, and the credibility of the hiftory not difputed. Many
difficulties may by thefe means be folved, which cannot

otherwife be explained : and great light will be thrown upon
the mythology of the ancients.

The ftory then of Cadmus, and Europa, relates to people
from Egypt, and Syria, who went abroad at different times,

and fettled in various parts. They are faid to have been

"
Pliny. L. 5. c. 29.

determined
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determined in their place of refidence by an ox, or cow : by
which this only is meant, that they were directed by an

oracle : for without fuch previous inquiry no colonies went

abroad. An oracle by the Amonians was termed Alphi, and

Alpha, the voice of God. In Egypt the principal oracular

temples were thofe of the facred animals Apis and Mneuis.

Thefe animals were highly reverenced at Heliopolis and Mem-

phis, and in other cities of that country. They were of the

male kind ; but the honours were not confined to them ; for

the cow, and heifer were held in the like veneration, and

they were efteemed equally prophetic. Hence it was, that

they were in common with the Apis and Mneuis ftyled Al-

phi, and Alpha : which name was likewife current among
the Tyrians, and Sidonians. In confequence of this, Plu-

tarch fpeaking of the letter Alpha, fays,
3* Oow#a T m-

?\sw rev fizv. The Phenicians call an ox Alpha. And Hefy-

chius fpeaks to the fame purpofe. AA<a, j3a. Thus we

find that Alpha was both an oracle, and an oracular animal.

The Grecians took it in the latter acceptation ;
and inftead

of faying that the Cadmians adled in obedience to an oracle,

they gave out, that Cadmus followed a cow. What is al-

luded to in the animal, which was fuppofed to have been his

guide, may be known by the defcription given of it by Pau-

fanias :
35

ETTI $e smTsgas TY\$ |3oo itrXsvgcig CTJ^SJOJ/
STTSIVM

KOV, simvpevov Kmt\u> TYIS SeTu^s. There was a white mark on

34 Plutarch Sympof. L. 9. c. 3. p. 738. Alpha likewife fignified a leader : but

I imagine, that this was a fecondary fenle of the word. As Alpha was a leading

l.tter in tluj alphabet, it was conferred as a title upon any perfon, who took the

lead, ami ftood foremoft upon any emergency.
35 Paufan. L. 9. p. 733.

each
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each fide of the cow like the figure of the moon. The poet quoted

by the Scholiaft upon Ariftophanes fpeaks to the fame pur-

pofe.
s6 Asvxov

(Tv^jW. %&Tgu 'GTegiTC'hofCQV YJVTB Mjj$]. This

is an exadl defcription of the 37

Apis, and other facred kine

in Egypt : and the hiftory relates to an oracle given to the

Cadmians in that country. This the Grecians have repre-

fented, as if Cadmus had been conducted by a cow : the

term Alphi, and Alpha, being liable to be taken in either of

thefe acceptations. Nonnus fpeaks of Cadmus as bringing

the rites of 3

Dionufus, and Ofiris, from Egypt to Greece :

and defcribes him according to the common notion as going

in queft of a bull, and as being determined in his place of

residence by a 39 cow. Yet he afterwards feems to allude to

the true purport of the hiftory ; and
fays, that the animal

fpoken of was of a nature very different from that, which

was imagined : that it was not one of the herd, but of divine

original.

ov

Under the character of Europa are to be understood peo-

ple ftyled Europians from their particular mode of worfhip.

The firft variation from the purer Zabaifm confifted in the

Scholia in Ariftoph. Barpa;. v. 1256.
37

Herodot. L. 3. c. 28.

38

Eu/a (pomm^os O<n<:fo5 Qiyicc, (paivw. L. 4. p. 126.
9

riccTftoo; a<j~ti -srcA/crao;' e/raiw/xoc, y%i wtuxa-a,

Euvwei @a(>'yyvQV lav 'woJ'a, fcufMyui @u$. Nonnus. L. 4. p. 130.

f L. 4. P. 128.

Ophiolatreia,
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Ophiolatreia, or worfhip of the ferpent. This innovation

fpread wonderfully ;
fo that the chief Deity of the Gentile

world was almoft imiverfally worfhiped under this fymbolieal

reprefentation. The ferpent among the Amonians was ftyled

Oph, Eph, and Ope : by the Greeks exprefTed Of/?, Oftis,

O'JTTIS : which terms were continually combined with the

different titles of the Deity. This worfhip prevailed in Ba-

bylonia, Egypt, and Syria ; from which countries it was

brought by the Cadmians into Greece. Serpentis earn vene-

rationem acceperunt Graeci a Cadmo. 4 '

It made a part in

all their
*z

myfteries ; and was attended with fome wonderful

circumftances : of which I have before made fome mention

in the treatife de Ophiolatria. Colonies, which went abroad)

not only went under the patronage, but under fome title of

their God : and this Deity was in aftertimes fuppofed to

have been the real conductor. As the Cadmians, and Eu-

ropians, were Ophite, both their temples, and cities, alfo the

hills, and rivers, where they fettled, were often denominated

from this circumftance. We read of Anopus, Afopus, Oro-

pus, Europus, Charopus, Ellopis, Ellopia ; all nearly of the

fame purport, and named from the fame object of \vorfhip,

Europa was a 43

Deity : and the name is a compound Eur-

Ope, analogous to Canope, Canophis, and Cnuphis of

Egypt ; and Signifies
Orus Pytho. It is rendered by the

41 Voflius de Idol. Vol. 3. Comment, in Rabbi M. Maimonidem de Sacrificiis.

p. 76.
41

Juftin Martyr, i. Apolog. p. 60.

See Radicals, p. 47.
41

Europa was the fame as Rhea, and Aftarte. Lucian. Dea Syria.

VOL. II. Y Greeks
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Greeks as a feminine, upon- a fuppofition, that it was the

name of a woman ; but it related properly to a country; and

\ve find many places of the like etymology in Media, Syria^

and Babylonia : which were expreffed in the mafculine Euro-

pos, and Oropus. The fame alfa is obfervable in Greece.

I have fhewn, that Cadmus was Taut, or Thoth
; the

Taautes of Sanchoniathon. It is faid of this perfon, that he

fi'rft introduced the worfhip of the ferpent : and this fo early,

that not only the Tyrkms and Sidonians, but the Egyptians

received it from him. From hence we may infer, that it

eame from **

Babylonia :
^

T]V 'fj,sv
ovv ra AgcMonot; <pv<nv,

KOU TW opgwp, ayro; sfcedsictirsv o Taavros, mi per avrov

The learned writers, who have treated of the Cadmians,

have failed in nothing more, than in not confidering, that

they were a twofold colony, which came both from Egypt,
and Syria : from Egypt firft ; and then from Syria, and Ca-

naan. In their progrefs weftward they fettled in Cyprus,

Crete, Rhodes, Samos, Lefbos, Thrace : alfo in Eubcea, At-

tica, and Boeotia. In procefs of time they were enabled to

make fettlements in other parts, particularly in Epirus and

Illyria
: and to occupy feme confiderable provinces in Italy

as high up as the Padus. Wherever they pafled, they left

behind them numberlefs memorials : but they are to be

** Hence Nonnus alluding to the Tauric oracle, which- Cadmus followed, calls

it AiTyrian : by this is meant Babylonian ; for Babylonia was in aftertimes efteemed

a portion of Aflyria.

Aao-vginv
<T' aTrosnri TSM vymcpx. TZQ/JLTTM. L. 4. p. 12:8..

"
Eufebius. P. E. L. i. c. 10. p 40.

traced
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traced by none more plainly than by their rites, and vvor-

fhip. As they occupied the greatefl part of Syria, that

country was particularly addicted to this fpecies of idolatry.

Many temples were erected to the Ophite God : and many
cities were denominated from him. Both 46

Appian, and

Stephanus Byzantinus mention places in Syrophenicia called

Oropus. Upon the Euphrates alfo in Mefopotamia were the

cities
"
Amphipolis, and ^

Dura, both called of old Oropus.
The chief Syrian God had the title of Bel, Baal, and Belial :

which laft the Greeks rendered BeA^. Hence Clemens in-

ftead of faying, what agreement can there be between Chrift

and Belial, fays
^ Tig $ trv^^^r^ X^a tff^q BEAIAP.

This Belial, or Beliar, was the fame as Belorus, and Ofiris,

.who were worshiped under the fymbol of a ferpent. Hence

Hefychius explains the term Beliar by a ferpent. BsAia^

Gg&y.uv. Beliar is the fame as a dragon or ferpent. The Cad-

mians are faid to have betaken themfelves to Sidon, and

Biblus : and the country between thefe cities is called Chous

at this day. To the north is the city, and province of Ha-

ma : and a town, and caftle, called by D'Anville Cadmus ;

by the natives expreffed Quadamus, or s Chadamus. The

Cadmians probably founded the temple of Baal Hermon in

Mount Libanus, and formed one of the Hivite nations in

thofe parts. Bochart has very juftly obferved, that an Hivite

46

Appian de Bello Syrfac. p. 125.

Stephanus. Oropus.
47

Pliny. L. 5. c. 25.
*'

Ifidorus Characenu?, apud Geogr. Ver. v. 2.

49 Clemens Alexand. L. 5. p. 680.

5< See D'Anvilk's Map of Syria.

Y 2 is
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is the fame as an Sl

Ophite : and many of this denomination

refided under Mount Libanus, and Anti-Libanus ; part of

which was called Baal Hermon, as we learn from the facred

writings.
5 * JVow thefe are the nations, which the Lord

left
to

prove Ifrae/j namely^ jive Lords of the Philiftines., and all the

Canaanites, and the Sidoniam ; and the Hivites that dwell in

Mount Lebanon from Mount Baal Hermon unto the entering in

of Hamath. There were other Hivites, who are mentioned

by Mofes among the children of " Canaan. But the Cad-

monites, and many of the people about Mount Libanus were

of another family. The Hivites of Canaan Proper were

thofe, who by a ftratagem obtained a treaty with 5*

Jofhua..

Their chief cities were Gibeon, Cephirah, Beeroth, and Kir-

jath Jearim. Thefe lay within the tribe of "
Judah, and of

Benjamin, who pofTeffed
the fouthern parts of Canaan. But

the other Hivites, among whom were the Cadmonites, lay

far to the north under Libanus at the very extremities of the

country. The facred writer diftinguifhes them from the

Canaanites, as well as from the other Hivites, by faying, the

Hivites of Baal Hermon. And he feems to diftinguifh the

Sidonians from the genuine Canaanites, and juftly : for if we

may credit prophane hiftory, the Cadmians had obtained the

fovereignty in that city: and the people were of a mixed race*

56

Kodjtttt Tvgx KQLI 2JWo g6a<nAgygy. The Cadmians ex-

*' Bochart. Geog. Sacra. L. 4. p. 305.

Judges, c. 3. v. i, 3.
55

Genefis. c. :o. v. 17.
54

Jofhua. c. 9. v. 3. and 7.

Jofhua. c. 15. v. 9. and c. 18. v. 25, 26.

56 Euiebii Chron. p. 27.

6 tended
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tended themfelves in thefe parts quite to the Euphrates, and

wefHvard to the coaft of Greece, and Aufonia ; and ftill far-

ther to the great Atlantic. They went under the name of

Ellopians, Oropians,
"
Cadmcnites, Hermonians, Ophite :

and wherever they fettled, there will be always found fome

reference to their ancient hiftory, and religion. As they
were particularly ftyled Ophitse, or Hivites, many places, whi-

ther they came, were faid to fwarrn with **

ferpents. Rhodes

was under this predicament, and had the name of Ophiufa :

which name was given on account of the Hivites who there

fettled, and of the ferpent-worfhip, which they introduced.

But the common notion was, that it was fo called from real

ferpents, with which it was infefted. The natives were faid

to have been of the giant race, and the 59 Heliadae or ofF-

fpring of the Sun ; under which characters the ancients par-

ticularly referred to the fons of Chus, and Canaan. Their

coming to the ifland is alluded to under the arrival both of

Danaus and Cadmus, by whom the rites, and 6o

religion of

the Rhodians are fuppofed to have been introduced. In

Greece were feveral cities named Oropus, by which is fig-

nified Ori Serpentis civitas. One of thefe was near
6l Tana-

7 Cadmus is called KaS/juai: Steph. Byzant. lAAy^a:. Berkelius has altered it to

Ka<5/x.c<;, though he confefTes, that it is contrary to the evidence of every edition

and MS.
53

Concerning Hivite Colonies fee Vol. i. p. 481.
59 Diodorus Sic. L. 5. p. 327. p. 329.

Diodorus. Ibid.
'

Paufanias. L. i. p. 83.

There was Oropia as well as Elopia in Buboes. Steph. Byzant. Oropus in Ma-
cedonia. Ibid. Alfo in Syria. Orobii Tranfpadani. Europus near Mount Hsmus.

Ptolemy. Europa in Epirus. Ibid.

gra
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gra upon the border of Attica, and Bceotia. This is the very

fpot, where the Cadmians firft redded : and the city was

undoubtedly built by them. It flood near the warm baths

of Amphiaraus, whofe temple belonged to the Oropians ;

and who was particularly worftiiped by them. We are in-

formed by Strabo, that the -temple of Amphiaraus was built

-either in imitation, or in memory, of one called Cnopia at

''

Thebes. Caopia is a contraction for Can-Opia ; and the

temple was certainly founded by people from Egypt. It

took its name from Can-ope, or -Can-opus, the Ophite God
of that country ; and of the people likewife, by whom the

building was ere&ed. The natives of Boeotia had many me-

-rnorials of their having been originally Ophites. The hiftory

-of their -country hatl continual references to ferpents and dra-

gons. They feem to have been the national infigne : at

leaft, they were efteemed fo by the people of Thebes. Hence

we find, that upon the tomb of Epaminondas there was

figured a fKield with a ferpent for a device, to fignify that he

was an Ophite, or ^ Theban. The Spartans were of the fame

race: and there , is faid to have been the fame device upon
the fhield of

6*
Menelaus, and of 6i

Agamemnon. The ftory

61
S:rabo. L. 9. p. 619.

5
Suidas. Epaminondas.

*
Paufanias. L. 10. p. 863.

65 Both Llenelnus and Agamemnon were ancient titles of the chief Deity. The
latter is fuppofed to have been the fame as Zeus, JEther, and Ccelus. He feems

to have been vvorfhiped under the fymbol of a ferpent with three heads. Hence

Homer has given to his hero of this name a ferpent for a device both upon his

breaftplate, and upon his baldrick;.

T;J; J'
cana.fi

ITT t/Tw

AeA<x.To Spxxuv' -x.^fiXa.1 fs ot

tx.7rf<p'MiM. Iliad. A. v. 38.

9 of
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of Cadmus, and of the ferpent, with which he engaged upon
his arrival in Bceotia, relates to the Ophite worfhip, which

was there inftituted by the Cadmians. So Jafon in Colchis^

Apollo in Phocis, Hercules at Lerna, engaged with ferpents,

all which are hiftories of the fame purport ; but miftaken by
the later Grecians.

It will not, I think, be amifs to take notice of fome of

thofe countries weftward, to which Cadmus is faid to have

betaken himfelf. From Bceotia he is fuppofed to have pafTed

to Epirus and Illyria : and it is certain, that the Cadmians

fettled in many places upon that coaft. In Thefprotia was a

province* of the Athamanes ; who were denominated from

their Deity Ath-Man, or Ath-Manes. Here were the rivers

Acheron, and Cocytus, the lake Acherufia, and the peftife-

rous pool
6& Aornon. Here was the city Acanthus, fimila*

to one of the fame name about forty miles above 6? Mem-

phis : and a nation of people called
68
Oreitae : all which have

a reference to Egypt. The oracle at Dodona was founded

by people from the fame country, as we are allured by ^He-
rodotus and others. And not only colonies from that coun-

try, but people from Canaan muft have betaken themfelves

to thefe parts, as is evident from names of places. This

1

Paufanias. L. r. p. .40. Strabo. L. 7. p. 499.

Aornon, and an oracular temple in Thefprotia. Paufanias. L. 9. p. 768.

68

87 Kai iv

na;. Steph. Byzant.

E<7 nz-ia. TbTci' ficr/v OFEITAI Ae>ojitg^ojv Dkjearchus. Geog. Vet. Vol. 2.

p. 3. v. 45.

L. 2. c. 57, 58.

Will
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will appear from the city
7 Phoenice : and from another near

Oricum, called Palaefte ; and from the coaft and region

ftyled Palaeftina. This was the fpot where Czefar landed,

before he marched to Pharfalia. 7I Poftridie terram attigit

Cerauniorum faxa inter, et alia loca periculofa, quietam
na&us ftationem. At portus omnes timens, quod teneri ab

adverfariis arbitrabatur, ad eundem locum qui adpellatur

Palaefte, omnibus navibus incolumibus, milites expofuit.

Lucan takes notice of the fame circumftance, and calls the

coaft Palaeftina.

71 Inde rapi coepere rates, atque aequora claflem.

Curva fequi ; quas jam, vento fluctuque fecundo

Lapfa, Palsftinas uncis confixit arenas.

Here was the haven Comar, or 73
Comarus, near the pool

Aornus : and a city
74

Oropus, fimilar to the Oropus of Sy-

ria, and Boeotia. And higher up was a region Europa, ftyled

Europa Scythica by Feftus Rufus. It is obfervable that

there was a city in Epirus called 7S Tecmon, iimilar to one

in Canaan, as we may infer from the chief of David's cap-

tains being ftyled the ?6 Tecmonite.

70 Ka.ro. BabpaTOv <J>oi<x. Strabo. L. 7. p. 499. Ic was a place of great note,

Polybius. L. i. p. 94, 95.
71 Csefar de Bello Civili. L. 3. c. 6.

71 Lucan. L. 5. v. 458.
71

Kojaapa?. Strabo. L. 7. p. 500. The fame is obfervable in India. Petra Aor-

non near Comar. Arrian. Exped. p. 191. and Indie, p. 319.
74

Steph. Byzant.
75

Tstcfjuav zsroAis QiaTrfurcav. Steph. Byzant. See T. Livius, L. 45. c. 26.

76 2 Samuel, c. 23. v. 8. In our verfion rendered the Tachmonite, chief among

the captains.

Some
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Some of this family proceeded to the weftern part of the

Adriatic gull, and fettled upon the Eridanus, or Po. Here

were the Orobians, the fame as the Oropians, whofe chief

city was Comus : near which the conful Marcellus overthrew

the :
'

Galli Infubres. The ftory of Phaethon, who was

fuppofed to have fallen into the Eridanus, is manifeftly of

Egyptian original ; as the fable of Cycnus is from Canaan.

Phaethon is by fome reprefented as the firft king, who

reigned in 78

Chaonia, and Epirus. He was in reality the

fame as Ofiris, the Sun
; whofe worfliip was introduced there

very early, as well as upon the Padus. The names of the

Deities in every country are generally prefixed to the lift of

kings, and miftaken accordingly. Cycnus is fuppofed to

have refided not only in Liguria, but in ./Etolia, and Phocis.

There was in thefe parts a lake 79

Conope, from Cycnus
called alfo

8:>

Cycnea ; which names undoubtedly came from

Egypt, and Canaan. The colonies upon the Padus left many
memorials of their original ; efpecially thofe, who were from

the Caphtorim of Paleftina. Some of them had carried on a

great work upon the part of the river, where they fettled ;

which from them was called
8l
FofTa Philiftina ; and Foffiones

Philiftinae. Of this I have made mention
Sz

before.

Victoria ad Comum parta. T. Livius. L. 33. c. 36.
8

Gurtler. L. 2. p. 597.
9 Alfo a city Conope, by Stephanus placed in Acarnania.

Antoninus Liberalis. c. 12. p. 70. A city Conopium was alfo to be found upon
the Palus Mxotis. Steph. Byzant.

Plin. L. 3. c. 16. The Cadmians of Liguria came laft from Attica and Bceo-

tia : hence we find a river Eridanus in thefe parts, as well as in the former country.

UoTtx.fj.si J'e AQwatoLS
petia-iv 'Eib.io-<ro$ re, KO.I Hpifctvy ica KI^TIX.-? Kara, avrot, ovo^sc,

. x. A. Pauian. L. I. p. 45.
Si

Vol. i. p. 376.

VOL. II. Z It
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It is faid of Cadmus, that at the clofe of his life he was,

together with his wife Harmonia, changed to a ferpent of

ftone. This wonderful metamorphofis is fuppofed to have

happened at Enchelias, a town in Illyria ;
which circum-

ftance is taken notice of by Lucan.

83 Tune qui Dardaniam tenet Oricon, et vagus altis

Difperfus fylvis Athamas, et nomine prifco

Enchelias, verfi. teftantes funera Cadmi.

The true hiftory is this. Thefe two perfonages were here

enfhrined in a temple, or Petra ; and worshiped under the

fymbol of a ferpent. Scylax Caryandeniis fpeaking of this

part of Illyria fays,
84

KaJp* X.QLI
'AgfAOVi&s

01 '?u$oi suriv ev-

Tctuuct, X.OLI
isgov.

In this region are two ftonesfacred to Gadmu^
and Harmonia : and there is

likeuoife
a temple dedicated to them.

Lucan, who calls the place Encheliae, fpeaks of the name as

of great antiquity. It undoubtedly was of long Handing, and

a term from the Amonian language. Encheliae, EyysAia/, is

the place of En-Chel, by which is Signified the fountain of

heaven
;

Similar to Hanes, Anorus, Anopus in other parts.

The temple was an Ophite Petra : which terms induced peo-

ple to believe, that there were in thefe temples ferpents pe-

trified. It is poffible, that in later times the Deity may have

been worfhiped under this form : whence it might truly be

faid of Cadmus, and Harmonia, that they would one day be

exhibited in ftone,,

* J Lucan. L. 3. v. 187. The fame is mentioned by the Feet Dionyfius.

P' au TO f pi KO^.TTOV tfois

,
ov 'Apusviw, KaJ/xcio TS

KeiQs yap Sis Qfy'.Mv a-xo?ucr ysi'cs jjAAa^aij'TO. v. 390..
+
Geog. Vet. Vol. i. p. 9. Here were



THE ANALYSIS OF ANCIENT MYTHOLOGY.

85
AaiVejj?

But the notion in general arofe from a miftake ; and was

owing to a miiinterpretation of the word Petra. On this

account many perfonages were faid to have undergone this

change. Pollux, who was of a character fuperior to what

is generally imagined, was faid to have been turned to a

ftone.

S6 T7-

Eis

Ariadne underwent the like %7

change. Alfo Battus, Atlas,
!8

Alcmena, and others. All thefe hiftories relate to perfon-

ages, enflirined in temples ftyled Petra, who had a ^vhos

or rude pillar erected to their honour. This was the ufage
in all parts, before the introduction of images. There are

allufions to thefe Ophite temples, and to thefe pillars, upon
the coins of Syria, and Tyre. Upon thefe the Deity is re-

prefented between two rough flones, with two 89

ferpents on

each fide of him. A temple of this fort, which betrayed

great antiquity, flood in the vicinity of Thebes, and was

called the ferpent's head. Paufanias fpeaks of it as remain-

ing in his 9 time. The fame author affords another inflance

in his account of Achaia ; which is attended with fome re-

' Nonni Dionyf. L. 44. p. 1144.
6
Nonnus. L. 25. p. 646.

7 Axnfw 'STOMPS
xof,ucr<rots.ei>vv

Ariafirw. Nonnus. L. 44. p. 1242.
8

Paufan. L. 9. p. 743.
9 See Goltzius, Vaillant, and Suidas, 'Hoax.Aws.

b

Paufan. L. 9. p. 747.

Z 2 markable
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markable circumftances. He tells us,
s '

that at Pharas, a

city of that region, was a fountain facred to Hermes ;
and

the name of it was Hama. Near this fountain were thirty

large ftones, which had been erected in ancient times. Each

of thefe was looked upon as a reprefentative of fome Deity.

And Paufanias remarks, that inftead of images the Greeks in

times of old univerfally paid their adoration to rude un-

wrought
r~ ftones.

That the Cadmians were the people, whom I fuppofe

them, may I think be proved from many other circum-

ftances. There are fome particulars in the hiftory of thefe

emigrants, by which they may be as effectually diftinguifhed,

as by any national mark of feature, or complexion. I have

taken notice in a former treatife of the Cuthites, who came

from Babylonia, and fettled in Egypt ; and who were after-

wards expelled the country. They came under different

titles; and were ftyled Phenicians, Arabians, and Ethiopians:

but they were more particularly diftinguihed by the name

of Oritae, and of fhepherds. Thefe appellations muft be

carefully kept in remembrance ; for they will be found to

occur in almoft every part of the world, wherever any of

this family fettled. In the hiftories above given of Ofiris,

Dionufus, and others, we find, that the fons of Chus are re-

prefented as great travellers, and at the fame time general be-

nefactors : and it is to be obferved, that the fame characters

occur in every hiftory : the great outlines are the fame in

91 Paufan. L. 7. p. 579.
91

T^uas S"aii' ai'T< tx."}-cthfj.ciTuv ei%_ov aoyoi A<9o<. Ibid.

all.
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all. They appear to have been zealous worfhipers of the

Sun ;
and addidled to the rites of fire : which mode of wor-

fhip they propagated, wherever they came. They are de-

fcribed as of fuperior ftature, and were reputed the fons of

Anac, and Urius, from Canaan, and Babylonia. In refpedt

to fcience they feem to have been very eminent, if we con-

fider the times, when they lived. They were particularly

famed for their knowledge in aftronomy, architecture, and

mufic. They had great Sagacity in finding
93

mines, and

confequently were very rich. Laftly there continually oc-

curs in their hiftory fome allufion to fhepherds. Every one

of thefe particulars may be met with in the accounts given

of the Cadmians : but it was the turn of the times to make

every thing center in their imaginary leader Cadmus. He is

fuppofed to have found out mines in Cyprus, and Thrace :

and to have been the inventor of letters, and the introducer

of fcience. To him are afcribed the temples at Rhodes ;

and the buildings in Attica, and Boeotia. We find him ce-O
lebrated as a great

94"

theologift and aftronomer : and it is

reported of Cadmus, as it was alfo of Orpheus, that he

left behind him many valuable remains, which 9S Bion Pro-

connefius is faid to have translated. But all thefe gifts,

fo lavifhly beftowed upon one perfon, mould be transfer-

red to a people, who went under the name of Cadmians :

and in whom all thefe requisites are to be found. If we

Tot. ttpt TO

rcwsc
opos.

Clemens. Strom. L. i. p. 363. See Natalis Comes of Cadmus.
' 4

Nonnus, Dionyf. L. 4. p. 128.

S! Clemens Alex. L. 6. p. 753.

make
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make this allowance, the hiftory will be found to be true.

This people in their migrations weftward were accompanied

by others from Canaan, and Syria. I have fliewn that they

fettled at Rhodes, where they were called Ophites, or Hi-

vites. Another of their titles was Heliadae, or children of the
6
Sun. They were looked upon as adepts in every branch

of fcience, and particularly famed for their {kill in aftro-

nomy. They were the firft navigators of the feas ; and the

diviiion of time with the notification of feafons is afcribed

to them. 97 'O; $B 'HTuaJai Jiapo^oj ycyofors? TWJ> aAAwv sv

mi perfect tv afoAoy;a* sjcnjyjjcraj'To
$s

tzro?vAa, -sroAAa Jg X.OLI
'Wegi Tens u>g&$

&8T<x$;ou/. All thefe arts, if we may believe Herodotus, took

their rife in ^
Babylonia : from whence they were carried by

the Oritas into Egypt : and from Egypt weftward to Rhodes,

and to various parts befides. The Oritae, or Auritas, were

the fame as the Heliadas, denominated from the great objecl

of their worfliip, the Sun. He was among other titles ftyled
99 Orites ; as we learn from Lycophron : which is 'by his

Scholiaft interpreted the Sun.
I0*

Ogirqv $sov
y

TOV avroy

'HA/oy. The Deity,, which is termed Orites^ is no other than the

Sun. Thefe Heliadag were Ophite ; and introduced at

Rhodes, and in other places, the worfhip of the ferpent.

Hence they occur in Greece under various titles, fuch as

6

Styled -zD-afcTgs 'HA<a by Diodorus. L. 5. p. 327.
97 Diodorus. L. 5. p. 328.
95 Herodotus. L. ^. c. 109,
' H rov Qogaiov, H.ruoy3 Qpiryi'y Srior. Lycophron. v. 352,

>0
Scholiaft, Ibid.

Ellopians,
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Ellopians, Europians, Oropians, Afopians, and the like ; be-

ing fo denominated from places, which they confecrated to

Ops, and Opis, the ferpent. The Cadmians fettled in Eu-

bcea, which was called Ellopia from Ellops, a fuppofed bro-

ther of
*

Cothus. Plutarch gives an account of Cothus him-

felf coming to Eubcea in company with another named Ar-

clus.
l

Ko$0f, %ou A#AO, 01 H$H iffou^ss si? Evoia.v wov

oixriVttVTSi;. By Cothus and Arclus are meant Cuthites and

Herculeans, people of the fame family, who fettled in this

ifland. The Oritae of Egypt were alfo ftyled Arabians ; and

the Arabian nome was denominated from them. The Cad-

mians, who fettled in Eubcea, may be traced under the fame

names. Strabo calls the people r who were fuppofed to at-

tend Cadmus, Arabians,
3

A^afe, 01 <rvv KaJjaw. One di-

ftricl in the ifland was denominated from them, ^thiopium :

*

Aj0/OffW, ovopa. %W<8 ev Evfioia.. This is more particularly

defcribed by Stephanus, as the pailage is happily corrected

by Salmafius. Ai^ozr/oy, 'ywgiov Ev^oiag ura^a A>]?v<8 5

f
UT7\t]Ti<j]i

13 Ey^*5T8.
'There is a part of Eubcea hard by Delium, and

near to the Euripus, called Ethiophtm. But the moft critical

mark, by which any of thefe iilands were diftinguiilied, was

that of 5 Oritas. This is the exprefs title of the fhepherds in

Egypt ;
which they afiumed both on account of the Deity,

whom they woriliiped, and in reference to the city Ur in

Chaldea, from whence they were in part derived. They

1

Strabo. L. 10. p. 68 j.
1

QuEefliones Grascje. p. 296.
3 Strabo. L. 10. p. 685.
*
Harpocration.

J Strab L. 10. p. 683. Polybius. L. n. p. 627.

founded
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founded a city of the fame name in Euboea, which the

Greeks expreffed
6
Oria : whence came the provincial title

of Oritas. Here Orion was fuppofed to have been 7
nurfed,

whofe hiftory we know was from Babylonia. The natives

had a tradition, that he was the fon of
!

Urieus, and of the

gigantic race : the purport of which, I think, cannot be mif-

taken. They paffed, as I have fhewn, from Eubcea to At-

tica, and Boeotia. Here alfo was a city
9
Ur, like that in

Chaldea, and a tradition about Orion being born in thefe

parts. They likewife pretended to fhew his
13
tomb. This

city Ur, or Uria, was in the diftridl of Tanagra, and ftood

directly oppofite to the province of Ethiopia in Euboea, be-

ing feparated only by the narrow frith of the
"

Euripus.

They fettled alfo at Traszen, where Orus is faid to have re-

dded : by which we are to underftand his worfhipers, the

Oritae.
'

<$>a.<ri $s lloj/ zvsvQou <r<i<riv sv

(JLBV
OVV

sivou. BoLVitevvcu J
1
'

QVV <pa<riv &.VTOV, %cu Qgouctv OLK CLVTZ K.CL-

Tt\v yr\]i.
The people of Tr(ezen> fays Paufanias, give

6 Ev TH\ Cifua xaAfcgi'/i rw 'iriatuTif'os. Strabo. L. 10. p. 683.

Oria is literally the land of Ur.
7 Strabo. L. 10. p. 683. He mentions a domeftic quarrel among fome of this

family, and adds,m HoiTa? sroAejwSjMfi'Bs UTTO iuv EAAoT(?wi', that the Orit<e ivere

attacked by the Ellopians.

Antoninus Liberalis. c. 25. p. 130.

H Tpiet e T; TavaypiK^ vuv 6<f/, TZ-goTtgov
S"e TJ?5 w^aicTos, OTTS o Tpio; [*-

[afieuTcit, KO.I TB Qoicoi'os ytvstTK. Strabo. L. 9. p. 60. He is called 'Ygitus by

Euphorion. See Homer. Iliad. ^. Scholia, v. 486.

E<p KO.I Clpiuvos fj.n;jia. tvTa.va.ypq,.
Paufan. L. 9. p. 749.

'

E<p S'
fjitv'Yptci ivgos ray

EupiTTov. Steph. Byzant.
!
4
Paufanias. L. 2. p. 181.

7
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f, that one Orus was the firft in their country. But the name

Orus to me feems to have been of Egyptian original. 'They fur-
ther relate, that this Orus teas a king, and that the province was

from him called Oraia. Uria above, and Oraia here, however

differently exprelfed, fignify literally the land of Ur. In all

thefe places the Cuthites went under various appellation^

but particularly of Cyclopians, Ellopians, and IJ

Europians
from their worfhip. Agreeably to the account, which has

been above given, we find, that the Heroum of Cadmus at

Sparta was built by Europus, and his brethren : and they
likewife are reprefented as the fons of H Urccus. As we are

acquainted with the eaftern manner of fpeaking ; and know
that by the daughter of Tyre, the daughter of Jerufalem,
the children of Moab, the children of Kedar, the children of

Seir, the children of the eaft, are meant the inhabitants of

thofe places : may we not be aflured that by Europus and

the fons of Urius and Urseus, are pointed out a people ftyled

Europians of Babylonifh extraction, who were ab origine

from Ur in Chaldea ? And is it not plain, that the hiftory

of Cadmus is founded upon terms ill underftood, and greatly

mifapplied ? Yet the truth is not totally defaced, as I hope,
that I have made appear. By Mofes Chorenenfis Cadmus is

reprefented as of the giant race
;
and he is faid to have come

*'

Europus is the fame as Oropus, and fignifies Orus Pytho. Ops, Dpis, Opus,

Opas, all fignify a ferpent. Zeus was the fame as Orus and Ofiris ; hence ftyled

Europus, and Europas ; which Homer has converted to EwuaTaSj and accordingly

llyles Jupiter EVP'JOTTO. Zas.
14 Paufanias. L. 3. p. 245. tuctt Se auras 'Ypcu'd

-

VOL, II. A a from
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from '
;

Babylonia. Nonnus mentions his planting in Greece-

a colony of giants.

'

Ka;
?a.'}(v$

Hence the Cadmians were ftyled Avouces, and ' 7
Avoutres ;

the temples of their Gods, Ayam^a, Anaftoria. Thefe terms
were imported from the Anakim of Egypt and Canaan:
but as the people, who brought them, were Oritse, and the
fons of Urius, they muft

ultimately have come from Baby-
lonia. Here aftronomy, and the other fciences firft com-
menced ; and the worfhip of the Sun was firft inftituted :

where the priefts, and profeflbrs were
ftyled Grits, and "

Or-
chani. Lucian indeed fays, that aftronomy was not de-
rived to the Greeks either from the Egyptians, or the Ethio-

pians ; but from ' 9

Orpheus. This however intimates, that

the Ethiopians, under which name the fons of Chus are men-
tioned by the

20

Greeks, were fuppofed to have introduced'

fcience into this country ; otherwife this caveat had been un-

neceffary. But we fhall in the end fhew, that Orpheus
was from the fame quarter. And to put the matter out of

15 L. 2. c. 4. p. 87.
6
Nonnus. L. 4. p. 136.

O yap fti xgovos twos weytctv i-8p7rss %eipiav f*sv epyoi<, KCH mofuv ra%e<ri,
VKI (rxftaruv pwfca;f, us toi-ntv, uTTf^uas, tt.au a>ca//aTa. Plutarch in Thefeo. p. 3.

Eft ft tta.i q>v*.ov rt ruv XaA^a/wr, KOU
%u%ct. TW Ba^Awr/as VTT

f*fvv, 'sr^.r.a-ia.^a-cx. xa TWsA/ia-ff, KM tin xara Hepo-as
xa; iuv XaAJWf TKV

A<r^oo,uixuv yti'* -zrA?(a>' xa<

t. Strabo. L. 16. p. 1074.
19 Lucian de Aftrolog. p. 987.

'

XB<, e| a AI^OTTK. Eufeb. Chron. p. 1 1.

all
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all doubt, we find Herodotus maintaining very determinate-

ly, that the knowledge of the heavens, and every thing re-

lating to the distribution of time, was imported from "
Ba-

bylonia. As thefe Babylonians, thefe Ions of Urius, mani-

feftly came to Greece by the way of Egypt ; it appears pretty

evident, that they were the fons of Chus, of the Shepherd

race, who fo long held the fovereignty in that kingdom.
Hence it is, that throughout the whole mythology of the Gre-

cians there are continual allufions to Shepherds; a title, which

we know was peculiar to the Auritae of Egypt. Nonnus in

his allegorical poem defcribes Cadmus in a paftoral habit,

playing upon an instrument, and reclining himfelf under the

Shade of an oak.

ysnwi VUTOV VTTO
fyvi

Ka
tpo^swv ay^a^Acj/ artfsos sifia. Nopjoj.

He gives to him the fame powers in harmony, which were

attributed to Orpheus. Hence Cadmus is made to fay that

he could charm the woods upon the mountains, and foothe

the wild beafts of the foreSt : that he could even calm the

ocean, and flop the courfe of its turbulent waters,,

23 K 'Wff.VTS,

Almoft all the principal perfons, whofe names occur in the

piev yap, xai Q f^uoa, x( Tot (TwwJgJtac tt*5a m
SftotQov E/.A;n':5. L. 2, c. 109.

"
L. i. p. 32.

*' Nonnus. L. i. p. 38.

A a 2 mythology
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mythology of Greece and Italy, are reprefented as mep-
herds. Not only the Gods Faunus, Apollo, Pan, Sylvanus^

Pales, Adonis, but Eumelus, Triptoiemus, Ericlhonius, Eu-

molpus, Ariftajus, Battus, Daphnis, Terambus of Egypt,
and Oliris, are reprefented of that profeflion. Hence it is,,

that we find altars, and infcriptions to the fhepherd
** Gods.

Apollo was flyled No^s^f, and Hoiftviog ; and was faid to have

been educated in
~ 5 Arabia. When Rhea produced to the

world Pofeidon, fhe gave him to the care of a
* 6

fhepherd to

bring him up among the flocks. Atlas, the great aftrono-

mer, is reprefented as a fhepherd.
*7 ArAas fju^qpaffluug Y\V

AiW avvg. IIoTwgj&ff <jg o MvgcifjJoOTCoiQs
TOV ArAaj>Ta TXToit

nOIMENA A&vv $YI<TIV. Atlas> the great mathematician^ was

a perfon of Lyba. The Dithyrambic poet Polueidos fays^ that

Atlas was a Libyan fhepherd. There was a tradition that the

temple of Ammon in Libya was built by a fhepherd, from

whom it received its name ;

l8
CLTTO 78 IJgVf&fiBVZ 'srotfji&vog.

It is reported of the Mufes, that they were of fhepherd ex-

a* Romse Infcriptio Vetus.

TOIZ NOMIOI2 0EOIS. Gruter. xcii. n. 4.
25 Omne benignum

Virus odoriferis Arabum quod dodlus in arvis

Aut Amphryfiaco Paftor de gramine carpfi.

Statii Sylv. L. i. Soteria. v. 104.
16

'Pfcc.,wiK<x TJoaetSwa erexf, TCV ft.eves'moifJLV'nv xaTaDfcroaj, oixntji' ej'TctvQtz I

Teav api'uv. Paufan. L. 8. p. 613.
17 Scholia in Lycophron. v. 879.
z8

Paufanias. L. 4. p. 337. So alfo fays Euftathius. 'Ot t <pa.<rt rot' met Aia.

'a xA)j6f< a?ro Tiro; CUWW/XB 7roi.fJifrKj ^^oKcn^a.yToi T? TS tepv liPpva-eoos.

Schol. in Dionyf. v. zn.

9 tradlion,
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traction, and tended flocks, which they entrufted to their fa-

vourite Ariftaeus.

19 Kou yuv euv unXw foray w&vov* <W

KOLl
'UTOTCX.fJLB ISgW fOOV

This is the perfon by Virgil ftyled Paftor Ariftseus. Zethus

and Amphion are defcribed as of the fame profeflion, though

kings of Thebes. 3

Zj]$0 Jg xou AppiM aJsAfot q<ry.v 'uroi^Ei/ss.

Even the monfter Polyphemus is taken notice of as a mu-

fician, and a 31

fhepherd. Macrobius mentions, that among
the Phrygians the Sun was worfhiped under a paftoral

31 cha-

racter with a pipe and a wand. Tirefias the prophet is

by Hyginus ftyled Tirefias, Eueri filius, or as fome read

it, Tirefias, Eurii filius,
33

Paftor. This was alfo one of the

titles out of many conferred upon the Phenician Hercules,

to whom they attributed the invention of purple. He was

the chief Deity, the fame as Cham, and Orus, the God of

light j to whom there is a remarkable invocation in the Dio-

nufiaca of Nonnus.

'

Apollonius Rhodius. L. 2. v. 515.

The fame Poet of the nymph Cyrene.

Aypfa., v,ou Nofuo*' iffoXvXwoi Aiptorntsis. L. 2. v. 568,

Syncellus. p. 156.
'

Homer. Odyff. L. i. Paftor Polyphemus of Virgil.
'

Macrobii Saturn. L. i. c. 21. p. 210.
'

Hyginus. Fab. 68. Euri, and Eucris Filius. He is by Theocritus ftyled

Idyl. 24. v. 70,
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3+

HgA<s, goTsuo iz
bTup^offveifi

IIOIMHN.

Some of the pyramids in Egypt were ftyled the pyramids of

the fhepherd
3i Philitis ; and were faid to h:ave been built

by people, whom the ^Egyptians held in abomination : from

whence we may form a judgment of the perfons, by whom
thofe edifices were erected. Many hills, and places of' re-

puted fandtity were denominated from fhepherds. Caucafus,

in the vicinity of Colchis, had its name conferred by Jupiter,

in memory of Caucafus a 'fhepherd. To
ogog tig npw rz

woifjLSVOi;
Kcwmrov

[JieTovofJLCtvccs.
Mount Cithseron in Boeotia

was called Afterius ; but received the former name from one

Cirhasron, a "
fhepherd, fuppdfed to have been there flam.

I have mentioned from Herodotus, that the Cadmians built

the temple of 3?

Damater, or Ceres, in Attica, where they
introduced her worfnip. And there is a remarkable circum-

ftance mentioned in confequence of this by Hefychius ; who
tells us, that the priefts of this Goddefs were of a particular

family, called
Tioipsvifcu,

or the Shepherd race. HotfJLSvdy.i,

ysvog, % ov o A/J^T^OJ isgsv/;.
The Cadmians therefore, from

whom this priefthood came, muft have been in a peculiar

manner fhepherds. The mountain Apasfantus in Argolis is

faid to have been named from 39

Apaefantus, a fhepherd.

54 Nonni Dionyf. L. 40. p. 1038.
5 Herodotus. L. 2. c. 128.
6
Cleanthes m/w foy.a^a;, quoted by Plutarch tie Flum. Exerts.

1 Plutarch, cle Fhim. lafa-.vtK.

JS Herod. 5. c. 61.

39 Plut. de Fluv. Inachus.

The
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The Cuthites fettled in Thrace near Haemus in Sethonia
-,
of

whom Stephanus gives this fhort but remarkable hiftory :

smhzno *WgoTgw No^ua/o;.
The author does not fay, that

they were fhepherds ; but that they anciently were fo called :

fo that it was not fo much the profeflion, as the title of the

people. They fettled in Hetruria, and .fcatium ; in which

laft province ftood the city Prcenefte, of which I have before

fpoken. It was faid to have been of high antiquity, and

was founded by Coeculus,

* Vulcano genitum pecora inter agreftia regem,

Inventumque focis, omnis quern credidit aetas.

We find here, that the founder of this city was a fhepherd,
and a king, and the reputed fon of Vulcan, the fame as

Urius. It is faid of him, that he was, inventum focis, be-

caufe he was ab origine from the land of fire ; by which is

meant Ur of Chaldea. So the perfonage, reprefented under

the character of Cacus upon Mount Aventine, is by Livy faid

to have been a fhepherd.
41 Paftor accola ejus loci, nomine

Cacus, ferox viribus. He likewife is faid to have been the

fon of the God of Fire :

4i Huic monftro Vulcanus erat pater.

The fir ft city which the Cadmians built in Bceotia was

named 43 Poimandris ; or, as Euftathius renders it, Poiman-

dria,
^
Hoiuai^a ; the fame which was afterwards called

Tanagra.

4'

Virgil, ^ncid. L. 7. v. 67^.
*' T. Livkis. L. i. c. 7.

41
Virgil. /En. L. 8. v. 198.

H
H.otfJMvJ'pi.t t^iv v CCUT/I Tn Tai'ay^/xw. Strabo. L. 9. p. 619.

* -

'Tj
n xai

Ta.va.ygot xAwwsj'>?. Schol. Lycoph. v. 326.
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Tanagra. It is faid to have been fo denominated from, one

Poimander. This name is by interpretation a fhepherd, or

rather a fliepherd of men. It anfwers to the title of HQIU.YIV

Aaa, fo frequently to be met with in Homer. That excel-

lent Poet was wonderfully fond of every thing, which fa-

voured of antiquity : and has continual references to the an-

cient hiftory of .Egypt, and to the rites of that country. He
fometimes feems to adhere fuperftitioufly to obfolete terms ;

.thinking probably, that they enriched his verfe, and gave a

venerable air \.o the narration. Of thefe no one occurs more

frequently than the title of a fhepherd Prince, which he

.b.eftows on many of his leaders. It is the tranflation of a

title, which the fons of Chus, as well as the Egyptians, gave
to their Deities, and to their kings.. Hence the writings

of Hermes were infcribed the works of the Shepherd Prince,

as we may infer from the Greek tranfcript : for that was

written in imitation of the former, and called 4S Poiman-

dras.

Thus have I endeavoured to ftate the progrefs of the Cu-

thites under their different appellations to Greece ; and to

defcribe the rout, which they took in their peregrinations.

I have fhewn, that under the title of Phenicians and Cad-

mians, they firil: fettled in Canaan, and in the region about

Tyre and Sidon : from whence they extended themfelves to-

wards the midland parts of Syria ; where they built Antioch.

rSoi[A.a.vS^tat
is by feme interpreted muldrale : but that was not the original purport

of the word.
*s Hermes Trifmegiftus, five
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46
Katro?, y.zi BjjAos, Ifcr^a TffjaLis^ urgos TW

TQV vvv Avno^(i(x.v TW Xt^ias Gro?uj/ stTi<ra.v. Cafus, and Belus,

two Jons of InachiiS) built the city in Syria, which is now called

Antioch upon the river Orontes. By Cafus is meant Chus ;

and Belus is a Babylonifli title of Ham, as well as of his

immediate defcendants, who are here alluded to. From

Syria they penetrated to the Euphrates, and from thence to

Armenia : and that there were colonies here of Amonians,

and particularly
of the Cuthites, may be known from the

hiftory of Cadmus : but more efpecially from the fimilitude

of lano"ua<re, perfon, and manners, which fubfifted among
thefe 47 nations. Zonaras is very explicit upon this head.

He mentions the incroachments of the fons of Ham in thefe

parts ;
and (hews the extent of the trefpafs, of which they

were guilty.
48 'Oi$s

ys. uraufeg rx XajU, rr\i> afto Zvgictg mi

KCU ArSaVg TM oguv yw mTe<rf

)(pv,
fccti oVa

itrgog
S-aAatr-

TT^a7TTO, (^s^ig w%(X.v%, icoLTihi)<pa<Ti. In refpeEl

to the fons of Ham> they feized upon all the inland country ,

'which reaches from Syria, and particularly from the mountains

Abanus^ and Libanus : and all the region^ whichfrom thence ex-

tends towards the fea, even as far as the Ocean. Of thefe emi-

grants Tacitus has given a curious account, which has never

46
Syncellus. p. 126. Eufebius. Chron. p. 2

47
By which are meant the Syrians, Arabians and Armenians. To ftei> ya.o ^wv

eoyos, xa; TO TOUV Sf^wr, xai TUV ApdZav -sroAAjjc o}j.oq,vXia.v gfc<pa<PEf Ka.ro.

TBS /<B?, Y.O.I 785

run eQvuv THTWV JcaTorsjwaff/a; fy.<ps<s aAAAaJi sivett- Strabo. L.

p. 70.
48 Zonaras. L. r. p. 21.

VOL. II. B b been
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been fufficiently heeded. He takes notice of thofe, who fet-

tled in Canaan, as well as thofe, who patted higher towards

the north. 49
Snnt, qui tradant AfTyrios convenas, indigum

agrorum populum, parte yEgypti potitos, ac mox 5

proprias

urbes, Hebrseafque terras, et propiora Syrice coluiffe. As the

Cadmians fettled about Biblus and Sidon, there feems in con-

fequence of it to have been a religious correfpondence kept

up between this colony and Egypt. It is faid according to

the enigmatical turn of times, that the head of Ofiris was an-

nually wafted by the floods to 5I Biblus. It was reported to

have been juft feven days in its paflage ; and the whole was

performed Sety v&VTihirij by a voyage truly miraculous.

There are many proofs that the religion of Syria came in

great meafure from Egypt. The rites of Adonis, and the

lamentations upon his account at Sidon, and Biblus, were

copies of the mourning for Ofiris, and reprefented in the

fame 51 manner. Lucian, having defcribed the pompous

temple at Hierapolis, fays,
that there was another in the

neighbourhood, not of Afiyrian, but Egyptian original ; the

rites of which were received by the natives from Heliopolis

in that 53

country. This he did not fee : but he fpeaks of it

as very grand, and of high antiquity.

49 Tacitus. Hift. L. 5. c. i.

50
It fhould perhaps be proximas urbes. The fame hiftory is alluded to by

Eufebius. ETTI Avncf 05 TB fyopuvtws [toipa. in Atyw/rTiuv <fary i^eireaev AiyuirTd^ It

tv OaAajipni xaAsftS)'>i 2^/a a
aroppw ApaCias wjc^cra!'. Eufeb. Chron. p. 26.

51 Lucian de Dea Syria.
51

They were in each country ftyled the mourning for Thamas, and Thamuz.

<?e v.a.1 aAAo 4>o;i/;x5 fpovjBx, Ao-avpiov, aAAa AtyuTnioi', ro t% 'HA/'J-

ctTTiKtTo. xA. Lucian de Dea Syria.

Thefe
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Thefe particulars I have thought proper to difcufs tho-

roughly, in order to difclofe the true hiftory of the Cadmi-

ans : as I am hereby enabled to prove the great antiquity ot

this people ; and to fliew who they were, and from whence

they came. It has been obferved by many of the learned, that

fome particular race of men fpread themfelves abroad, and

got accefs among numberlefs nations. Some have thought,

that they were Scythians ; others, that they were Egyptians :

others ftill, that they were from Phenicia, and Canaan. What

they have faid upon the fubjecl, however they may feem to

differ from one another, may in fome degree be allowed. But

I believe, that the true account is that, which I have here

given. I have endeavoured with great pains to lift the

hifhory to the bottom : and it is to me manifeft, that they

were for the moft part the Auritae, thofe fhepherds of Egypt.
This people had fpread themfelves over that country like a

deluge : but were in time forced to retreat, and to betake

themielves to other parts. In confequence of this they were

diffipated over regions far remote. They were probably joined

by others of their family, as well as by the Canaanites, and

the Caphtorim of Paleftina. They are to be met with in Per-

fis, and Gedrofia, under the name of Oritae. They are to be

found in Boetica upon the Atlantic under the fame 5+ name.

^ In Boetica they were called Oritani.. Strabo. L. S. p. 204.

There were Oritce in Epirus. Dicsarchi Status Grseciag. Mtm raror HVIV Cpzr
rxt. p. 4. v. 45.

Orits in Perfis. Arrian. L. 4. c. 26. alib in Gedrofia. See Auctor Peripli M.'.ris

Erythnei.

n/)>; Tin 1 Jvati' ra Irfu TZTOTXV.;! Ogn/%.
1
* Schol. Dionyf. v. ICQ.T. Qpna.1 eQvos

IrJixov* Steph. Byzant. There were Oritce in Perfis, hard by the Cutha of Jo-

fephus. Ant. L. 9. c. 4. and c. 15.

B b 2 They
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They fettled in Colchis, Thrace, Phrygia, Sicily, and He-

truria; and upon the extreme parts of the Mediterranean:

Diluvio ex illo tot vafta per asquora veclri.

Thefe are the migrations, of which the ancient hiftorian.

55 Iftrus wrote in a curious treatife, long fince loft ; which

he infcribed
ijTBgi

twit Aiyyxnw CLTTQDUOK;. We meet with a

fummary account of them in Diodorus Sicnlus, who men-

tions, that after the death of Ifis and Oiiris the Egyptians
fent out many colonies, which were fcattered over the face of

the earth. s& 'Oife sv AryvTrrioi QGLVI X.OLI
[JLSTOL

TCLVTOL

-srAsffas e% AiyvTrrz %aTtz. 'ury.vcw
hctTTragyivou triv

Of thefe migrations there were two remarkable above the

reft : the one of the fons of Chus, concerning whom I have

been treating ; the other of the Ifraelites, which was fome-

what later than the former. The author above takes notice:

of both thefe occurrences in a inoft valuable extract, pre-

ferved by Photius
;
wherein he does not fufficiently diftin-

guifh the particular families of thefe emigrants, nor the dif-

ferent times of the migration : yet the account is very cu-

rious ; and the hiftory of each tranfaction plainly delineated.

%VY}httT8[JiVUV TWV aAAOS^WV Of S7ri(p<X,y5'(X.TQlj KOLl

C

EA-

zou TIV&S eregvg TOTT&;, s^onsg aooya? qyefjiova.
cav

ayao^, nan Kac5]ao?,
TUV aAAwj/ eTCKpavsroLToi. 'OJs 'sro-

%7re<Tv sis TYIV vvv
jtaAzfjisvYiv

Isocuav. Upon this, as

Jbme writers tell us, the moft eminent and enterprijing of thofe

r5 Clemens Alexand. Strom. L. i. p. 382.
56 Diodorus Siculus. L. i. p. 24.
" Ex Diodori L. 40. apud Photium. p. 1152.

i o foreigners^
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foreigners,
who were in Egypt, and obliged to leave the country',

betook themfches to the coaft of Greece, and alfo
to other regions,

having put themfches under the command of proper leaders for

that ptirpofe. Some of them were concluded by Danaus, and

Cadmus, who were the moft illujlrious of the whole. "There were

befnle thefe
a large, but

lefs noble, body of people, who retired into

the province called now s *

"Jtidea..

When therefore we fpeak of the hiftory of Greece as far

back as we can carry it, and of the rites and religion intro-

duced into that country, we may accede to the account given

of them by Zonaras. 59
Etc Xahfcuuv. ya Asysra/ QoiTrpai

TCLVTQL
tffgQq Ajyy/TTOJ/, KW&iQw ^QS 'EAA^t/a^. All thefe things

came from Chaldea to Egypt", a7idfrom thence were derived to

the Greeks. The fame is attefted by
6o

Jofephus. What pre-

ceded the arrival of the Cadmians, and other Cuthites, in

thefe parts, is utterly unknown. With them commences the

hiftory of the country. It is true there are accounts con-

cerning Erectheus, Ericlhonius, Cecrops, and other ancient

kings : but they were fuperadded to the hiftory of Attica,

juft as the names of Inachus, Phoroneus, Apis, were to that

of Argos. It was therefore matter of great furprife to So-

lon, when he was informed by the Egyptian priefts
of the

ancient occurrences of their country, and of the wars of

the Atlantians, to find the fame names ftand at the head

of their hiftories, as were obfervable in thofe of Greece :

58 A fimilar account is given by the fame author. L. i. p. 24.

59 Zonaras. v. i. p. 22. Alfo Syncellus. p. 102.

He is very full upon this head. Contra Apion. L. i. p. 443. and 444.fin
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1

TS, KOLI
JLgeyrQEwg,

KOU
Egiy(@ovi%,

zcu EgwxQoMS, row

For inflame^ the names of Cecrops, EreElheus^ Eric-

thonius, EriJiBhon, and others. Kat Ta TWI/ yvvoutcuv xou roivrct.

"The names alfo of their women were the farm. In reality they
were all titles of the Deity, as might be eafily fhewn. Erec-

theus for inftince was the God of the fea, and as fuch wor-

fhiped by the very people, who inlifted him among their

kings. This may be proved from Athenagoras.
"

AQr
tvouo$

Egsy(@si TiofeduiH $vsi. The Athenian facrifices to Ercttheus,

the fame as Pofeidon. Strabo feems to think, that moft of the

ancient names were foreign ;

63 fuch as Cecrops, and Co-

drus, and Arclus, and Cothus : and he is certainly right in

his opinion.

What I have here faid, may in fome degree prove a ban's

for the hiftory of Greece. We may indeed talk of Xuthus,

Ion, and Hellen : alfo of the Leleges, and Pelafgi, and thus

amufe ourfelves in the dark: but no real emolument can pof-

fibly arife, till the cloud, with which hiftory has been fo long

obfcured, be done away. This cannot well be effected, till

fome of the firft principles, upon which we are to proceed,

be made out, and thefe great truths determined.

This inquiiition I have been obliged to make concerning

fome of the principal perfonages in the annals of Greece.

For it is iinpoffible to lay a foundation for a future hiftory,

unlefs what is true, and what is falfe, be previoufly deter-

1

Plato. Critias. Vol. 3. p. no.
Ci

Legatio. p. 279.
c ' Kai euro ixv crcfsciTKV fe triav TO ^.a.9^a

i:ov i*(pa.u/Tstt. KtxpY) xcil Kodpo f
,

v.a.1 Aj3tAos'(read AoAos) v.cti Kotos x. A. L. 7. p. 495.

mined.
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mined. All thofe, of whom I have been treating, fland

foremoft in the lifts of antiquity, and have been admitted

with too little consideration. Many of the firft Fathers in

the Chriftian church, feeing the high pretenfions of the Gre-

cians, tried to invalidate their claim by fhewing, that all

their ancient heroes were fubfequent to Mofes. This was the

repeated labour of Clemens of Alexandria, Theophilus, Eu-

febius, Tatianus, and others. It was a point urged by them

continually in their recommendation of the Scriptures : as if

priority of time were neceflarily a mark of truth. The beft

Chronologers likewife admit thefe perfonages in their com-

putations : and great pains have been ufed to reconcile the

contradictions in their hiftories, and to afcertain the aera,

when they nourifhed. Thefe learned men acted upon a very

laudable principle : but failed in the very beginning of their

procefs. For, as I have before taken notice, the queftion

fhould not have been about the time, when thefe perfons

lived ;
but whether they ever exifted. The fathers proceeded

upon very precarious grounds ;
and brought their evidence to

a wrong teft. They indeed ftate things very fairly ; and

have authorities for all that they advance. But the tradi-

tions of the Greeks were not uniform. And if any Gentile

writer, inftead ot carrying the <era of Inachus, and Phoro-

neus, or of Dionufus, and Perfeus, towards the time of Mo-

fes, had extended it to the times of the firft kings in Egypt,
I do not fee what they could have done : for this perfon in

his turn could have produced authorities. They might in-

deed have difputed the point, and have oppofed evidence to

evidence ; but nothing certain could have enfued.

O F





OF THE

DELUGE,
AND THE

Memorials thereof in the Gentile World.

HE hiftory of the Deluge, as it is tranfmitted to us

by Mofes, may appear fhort and concife ; yet abounds

with matter : and affords us a thorough infight into the moft

material circumftances, with which that calamity was at-

tended. There feems to have been a great convulfion in

nature, infomuch that all flefh died, eight perfons only being

faved : and the means of their deliverance were fo wonder-

ful, that very lafting imprerlions muft have been left upon
their minds, after they had furvived the fearful event. The

facred writer has moreover given us the reafons, why it

pleafed God to bring this flood upon the world, to the de-

ftrudlion of the work of his hands.
'

TJje earth was corrupt

1

Genef. c. 6. v. 1 1. &c.
'

VOL. II. . C c
before



194. THE ANALYSIS OF ANCIENT MYTHOLOGY,

before God ; and the earth was filled with violence. And God
looked upon the earth, and behold\ it was corrupt : for all

flejl?

had corrupted his way upon the earth. And God faid unto

Noah) The end of all
jtejh

is come before me ; for the earth is

fMed with 'violence through them : and behold, I will dejlroy them

with the earth. Make thee an ark of Gopher wood. And this

is the fafiion,
which thou foalt make it of: The length of the ark

fjjall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubit s, and

the height of it thirty cubits. A window jhalt thou make to the:

ark, and in a cubit JJjalt
thou finifh it above : and the door of the-

ark
j]}

alt thou fet in thefide thereof. Thus did Noah : according

to ally that God commanded him, Jo did he.
2And Noah went

in, and his fons, and his wife, and his fens wives with him, into

the ark, becaufe of the waters of the flood.
3 In the fix hundredth

year of Noah's
life,

in the fecond month, the feventeenth day of

the month, the fame day were all the fountains of the great deep

broke?i up, and the windows ofheaven were opened. And the rain

was tipon the earth forty days andforty nights. In thefelffame
day entered Noah, &c. And they went in imto Noah into thz

ark two and two of all
JleJJj,

wherein is the breath of life.
And

they that went in, went in male and female of all flejh,
as God

had commanded him : and the Lord Jbttt
him in. And the

flood was forty days upon the earth : and the waters increafed,

and bare up the ark, and it was
lift up above the earth. ''And

all flefo died, that moved upon, the earth All, in whofe noflrils-

was the breath of life
And every living fubfla?ice was de-

~. Genef. c. 7. v. 7.
' Genef. c. 7. v. 1 1. &c.
4 Genef. c. 7. v. 21, &c.

jlroyed.
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flroycd. And the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred

andfifty days.

We find from the above, that the Patriarch and his fa-

mily were inclofed in an ark, or covered float
; wherein there

was only one window of a. cubit in dimenfions. This was

of fmall proportion in refpect to the bulk of the machine,
which was above five hundred feet in length. It was more-

over clofed up, and fattened : fo that the perfons within were

configned to darknefs : having no light, but what muft have

been adminiftered to them from lamps and torches. They
therefore could not have been eye-witnrfTes to the general

calamity of mankind. They did not fee the mighty eruption
of waters, nor the turbulence of the feas : when the foun-
tains of the great deep 'were broken up. Yet the crafh of

mountains and the noife of the cataracts could not but have

founded in their ears : and poilibly the cries of people may
have reached them ; when families and nations were over-

whelming in the floods. The motion too of the ark mufl

have been very violent at this tempeftuous feafon : all which

added to the gloom, and uncertainty, in which they were in-

volved, could not but give them many fearful fenfations ;

however they may have relied on Providence, and been up-
held by the hand of Heaven. We find that the machine, in

which they were fecured, is termed Thebah, an ark, or cheft.

It was of fuch a model and conftruclion as plainly indicated,

that it was never defigned to be managed, or tlireeled by the

hands of men. And it feems to have been the purpofe of

JProvidence throughout to fignify to thofe, who were faved,

C c 2 as
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as well as to their lateft pofterity, that their prefervation was

not in any degree effe&ed by human means.

After this the facred hiftorian proceeds to inform us, that

5 God remembered Noah, and every living thing, that was

with him in the ark : that the fountains of the deep, and the

windows of heaven were flopped, and the rai?i from heaven was

re/trained.
6'And the ark rejled in the feveiith month, on the

feventeenth day of the month, upon the moimtains of Ararat.

And the waters decreafed conti?tually until the tenth month : in

the tenth month, on the firft day of the month, were the tops of

the mountains feen. . And it came to pafs at the end of forty

days, that Noah opened the window of the ark, which he had

made : And hefent forth a raven-, which went forth to and
frc>>

until the waters were dried up from off the earth. Alfo he fent

forth a dove from him, tofee if the waters were abatedfrom off

the face of the ground : But the dove found no reft for the fole

of her foot ; and Jhe returned unto him into the ark. And he

ftayedyet other feven days ;
and again he fent forth the dove out

of the ark : And the dove cams in to him in the evening ; and

lo, in her mouth was an olive-leafpluckt off
: fo Noah knew thai

the waters were abated from off the earth. And he ftayed yet-

other feven days ; .and fent forth the dove ; which returned not

again unto him any more. And in thefecond month, on thefeven

and twentieth day of the month, was the earth dried. And God

[pake unto Noah, faying, Go forth of the ark. And Noah went

forth, andhis fons, and his wife, and.hisfons wives with him. And

5 Genef. c. 8. v. i, &c.
6
Genef. c. 8. v. 4, &c.

Noah
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Noah builded an altar unto the Lord ; and took of every clean

beaft and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt-offerings on

the altar.

Thefe are the principal circnm fiances in this wonderful

occurrence j which I have produced in the words of the di-

vine hiftorian, that I might not do injury to his narration :

and they are of fuch a nature, as, one might well imagine,

would be long had in remembrance. We may reafonably

fuppofe, that the particulars of this extraordinary event would

be gratefully commemorated by the Patriarch himfelf ; and

tr;:nfmitted to every branch of his family : that they were

made the fubject of domeftic converfe ; where the hiftory

was often renewed, and ever attended with a reverential

awe and horror : efpecially in thofe who had been wit-

neffes to the calamity, and had experienced the hand of Pro-

vidence in. their favour. In procefs of time, when there

was a falling off from the truth, we might further expect

that a perfon of fo high a character as Noah, fo particu-

larly diftinguifhed by the Deity, could not fail of being re^

verenced by his posterity : and, when idolatry prevailed, that

he would be one of the tirft amonpr the fens of men, toO
' whom divine honours would be paid. Laftly, we might
conclude that thefe memorials would be interwoven in the

mythology of the Gentile world : and that there would be

continually allusions to thefe ancient occurrences in the rites

and myfteries ; as they were praclifed by the nations of the

earth. In conformity to thefe fuppcfitions I (hall endeavour

to fhew, that thefe things did happen : That the hiftory of

the deluge was religioufly preferved in the firft ages : That

every
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every circumftance of it is to be met with among the hifto-

rians and mythologifts of different countries : and traces of

it are to be particularly found in the facred rites of Egypt,
and of Greece.

It will appear from many circumftances in the more an-

cient writers, that the great Patriarch was highly reverenced

by his pofterity. They looked up to him as a perfon pecu-

liarly favoured by heaven
; and honoured him with many

titles j each of which had a reference to fome particular

part of his hiftory. They ftyled him Prometheus, Deuca-

lion, Atlas, Theuth, Zuth, Xuthus, Inachus, Ofiris. When
there began to be a tendency towards idolatry; and the ado-

ration of the Sun was introduced by the pofterity of Ham ;

the title of Helius among others was conferred upon him.

They called him alfo MJJV, and May, which is the Moon ; the

fecret meaning of which name I fhall hereafter fhew. When
colonies went abroad, many took to themfelves the title of

Minyadae and Minyas from him
; juft as others were denomi-

nated Achasmenidae, Aurita?, Heliadas, from the Sun. Peo-

ple of the former name are to be found in Arabia, and in

other parts of the world. The natives at Orchomenos were

ftyled Minyas ;
as were alfo fome of the inhabitants of Thef-

faly. It was the ancient name of the Arcadians, interpreted
7
SsA^JTca, Lunares : but grew obfolete. Noah was the ori-

ginal Zsf, Zeus, and Dios. He was the planter of the vine,

7 Kai Apifuv o X/o; iv T(? ^e^ecri xsct AIOVIKTIO? o XaAx.i/?y;

TX, ctMTx. <pcc<ri, KKI t^r-jf, SB Apx.y.Lxi ^sfartTO,; sirxi. Schol. in Apollon. Rhod.

L. 4. v. 264.

and
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and the inventer of
8
fermented liquors : whence he was de-

nominated Zeuth, which fignifies ferment ; rendered Zsy,

Zeus, by the Greeks. He was alfo 9
Dionufos, interpreted

by the Latines Bacchus, but very improperly. Bacchus was

Chus, the grandfon of Noah j as Ammon may be in general

efteemed Ham, fo much reverenced by the. Egyptians.
As many of thefe terms were titles, they were not always

uniformly adapted : nor were the ancients confident in their

mythology. But nothing has produced greater confufion in

thefe ancient hiftones, than that fatal turn in the Greeks of

reducing every unknown term to fome word, with which,

they were better acquainted. In fhort, they could not reft,

till they had formed every thing by their own idiom ;
and

made every nation fpeak the language of Greece. Among
the people of the eaft the true name of the Patriarch was

preferved : they called him Noas, Naus, and fometimes con-

tracted, Nous : and many places of fanclity, and many rivers

were denominated from him. Anaxagoras of Clazomenas

had been in Egypt ; and had there obtained fome knowledge
of this perfonage. He fpcke of him by the name of Noas

or Nous ; and both he and his difciples were fenfible that it

was a foreign appellation : yet he has well nigh ruined the

whole of a very curious hiftory, which he had been taught,

Tov
CcrL^tt' Atovva-or. Diod. Sic. L. I. p. n.

AAAa xa< TW; a-vr 1

) f.Kjj.trriV e^ctnai ^o-^av-,
<zr>c? quTttctv aj

//.!>?:, fJ.y.bni' TO
x.ctraa-x.S'ja.'^o/jLCi/cv sx. ruv Jt^6&u"nr<tyc, /S/ia

TCC oiroi' t'Jb-3 tot.;. Diod. Sic. L. 3. p. 207.

wg, o? xsxAwra; LTTO erica v As-jxaA/wr. Theophil. ad Autolyc. L. 2. p. 570..

K(pO;;<J~05 T/3 Af)V7TTIOS (V Tc;5 %COrciS Td Nft.',

'Oi Nwe y.ai Auiivffofi Jcat Ocr/^s xxAgira/. Tzetzes Chil. 10. Hift. 335.

9 by
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by taking the terms in a wrong acceptation, and then mak

ing inferences in confequence of this abufe. 'O/ 0*5

fJwyV8<ri
Ngy pev TOP A/#, iv\v $s A$wctv

tJs NBP sheyov' TlgopqQsiot. ycn^ s^iv uvQgwTrois o

(5/0 #/
fJwQsVQI/TOU

T
QLV$gU)7FlSS jU.gTafl-gTTAacS'a/, J/lAoyOTf OL7TO

ihttTSict? eig yvwriv. "The difdpks of Anaxagoras fay^ that Nous

is by interpretation
the Deity Dis, or Dios : a?id they Call Athena^

Art or Science 'They likewife efteem Nous the fame as
"
Pro-

metheus. He then proceeds to inform us, why they looked

upon Nous to hav^e been Prometheus : becaufe he ivas the re-

newer of mankind
'

; and was faid, jCtSTaTS^Aa^ai ; to have

fajhioned them again, after that they had been in a manner ex-

tinct. All this is to be inferred from the words above. But

the author, while he is giving this curious account, ftarts

afide-; and forgetting that he is confeffedly treating of a fo-

reign term, recurs to his own language ; and from thence

frames a folution of the
ftory. He tells us that Nous, which

he had been fpeaking of as a proper name, was after all a

Grecian term, vzs, the mind : that the mind was Prometheia ;

and Prometheus was faid to renew mankind^ from new forming
their minds ; and leading them by cultivation from ignorance to

^knowledge. Thus have the Greeks by their affectation con-

tinually

Eufeb. Hid. Synagoge. p. 374. What is rendered Na, fhould be exprefled

Noaf or N;i/:.

Eniebius in another -place mentions n/)a//.))Peu', 05 TsXemsiv arfyoaTrtis S/MI^SJSTO.

Chron. Can. p. 10^.

Atswo-ov, A;is Nfct. Macrob. Saturnal. L. i. c. 18.

Nas, ^j-uj^M, "sroTK/nof, KCC.I y /JLWKS. Hefycll.
:

Fii.lgfntius fays the fame from Apollophanes, c. 2. p. 628. Apollophanes in

fscro
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tinually ruined hiftory : and the reader may judge, how dif- 5

ficult it is to fee the truth through the mift, with which it is ^^ / ,

environed. One would imagine, that Homer had an eye to n . . i

this fatality in his countrymen, when he made the following

pathetic exclamation :

13 A JsiAO/, rt KCWQV TQ$S TtfOt^TS j VVKTl
fiSV VfJLM

TS, 'W^T^TTOL T. HshlQ; Jg

r v,

Near the temple of Eleuiinian Damater in Arcadia, were

two vaft ftones, called Petroma : one of which was ere6t ;

and the other was laid over, and inferted into the former.

There was a hollow place in the upper ftone, with a lid to

it. In this among other things was kept a kind of maik,

which was thought to reprefent the countenance of Dama-

ter, to whom thefe ftones were facred. I mention this cir-

cumftancc, becaufe there was a notion among the Pheneatas,

who were the inhabitants of this diftricl, that the Goddefs

came into thefe parts in an age very remote, even before the

days of Naos, or Noah. ' 4 ^SVSKTUV <= s?i Aoyof, mi

Suidas has preferved from fome ancient author a curious

memorial of this wonderful perfonage ; whom he affecls to

diftinguifh from Deucalion, and ftyles Nawa^o?, Nannacus,

'sraAaio?
avrig urgo Asy^aAiwyo?. THTOJ' (pair/

f:;cro carmine fcribit Snturnum quafi facrum Nw ; NH-- enim Grsece fenfus dicitur:

aut larorcm N:-r.

" Horn. Oil\ff. T. V. 351.
k Pauian. I,. S. p. 6^0. Nao; is certainly a tranfpofition for Noa?, Noah.
There is fynic miHake in this name. Nan-ax o; may have been a variation for

or, Noacus : or it may be for Nau-Najco<, Noah Rex.

VOL. II. D d
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'ou, og tzr^ogjw? rov ^sA/vonu xa.TCMXvc'fJLOv,
<rw-

z si; TO
isgov pera. SoutgvciM

IZSTSVVS. Ken

oifjutx,
ZTTI Nawo#8, STTI TW; tr^o^a mtAaiwy aau

Nannacus was a perfon of great antiquity, prior to the time

of Deucalion. Pie is Jaid to have bee?i a king, who foreseeing

the approaching deluge, collected every body together, and led

them to a temple ; where he offered up his prayers for them,

accompanied with many tears. 'There is
likewife a proverbial

exprejjion about Nannacus ; which is applied to people of great

antiquity. Suidas has done great injury to this curious tra-

dition by a mifapplication of the proverb at the clofe. What
he alludes to was TCL Noumea #Aajw, vel

ovgO[JLau ;
a proverb,

which had no relation to time, nor to ancient perfons ; but

was made ufe of in d general calamity ; whenever it could

with propriety be faid, Ifuffer, as Noah fuffered ; or, the ca-

lamities of Noah are renewed in me. Stephanos gives great

light to this hiftory, and fupplies many deficiencies. He
calls the perfon Annacus ; and like Suidas, makes him of

great antiquity, even prior to the reputed sra of Deu-

calion. He fuppofes him to have lived above three hun-

dred years : at which period, according to an oracle, all

mankind were to be defboyed. This event happened by
a deluge ; which this author calls the deluge of Deucalion,

inftead of Annacus. In confequence of this unfortunate

diftindtion between two characters, which were one and the

fame, he makes the aged perfon to be deftroyed in the gene-
ral calamity, and Deucalion to be faved. He takes notice

of the proverb, and mentions the renewal of the world.
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6
<$>a<n <Ts on qv Tig Awa#o?, o$ sfyvsv vvsg ra

rgiouioiriot.'

<Tg

TO

Jg T8

, 'zzravrgj hsyQagrpaLV* han

Jg T/]? yjf, o Zgy? g^gAgycrg TW n^o^^gi ^a;
TJI

^af
'sr^otr^aAgcra^sj/o? T8? ai>g-

mi UVT& aTrorgAgcra/. 7/5^

tradition /j, /^^^^ //6^r^ w^j formerly a king named Annacus,

the extent of wbofe life
was above 1? three hundredyears. The

people, who were of his neighbourhood and acquaintance, had

enquired of an oracle, how long he was to live. And there was

a?i anfwer given, that when Annacus died, all mankind would

be deftroyed. The Phrygians upon this account made great
lamentations : from whence arofe the proverb, TO STTI Avv&tcz

#Aayj"g^j the lamentation for Annacus; made ufe of for people

or circumftances highly calamitous. When the flood of Deuca-

lion came, all mankind was dejlroyed, according as the oracle

hadforetold. Afterwards, when the furface of the earth began

to be agai^ dry, Zeus ordered Prometheus and Minerva to

make images of clay in the form of men : and when they were

6

Stephan. Byzant. IK-.VI^V.

' Noah lived above three hundred years after the flood ; which this writer has

fuppofed to have been his term of life when the flood came. The ancients efti-

mated the former life of Noah, or Ofiris, to his entrance into the ark : this interval

in the ark was efteemed a ftate of death: and what cnfued was looked upon as a

fecond life, a,nd the renewal of nature. This will appear all through the Gentile

hiftory of the deluge.

D d 2
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Nd-W,

i
he called the winds, and made them breathe into each,

and render them vital. However the ftory may have been

varied, the principal outlines plainly point out the perfon,

who is alluded to in thefe hiftories. Many perfonages hav-

ing been formed out of one has been the caufe of great con-

fufion both in thefe inftances, and in numberlefs others.

Indeed the whole mythology of the ancients has by thefe

means been fadly clouded. It is, I think, manifeft, that

Annacus and Nannacus, and even Inachus, relate to Noa-

chus, or Noah. And not only thefe, but the hiftories of

Deucalion, and Prometheus have a like reference to the Pa-

triarch
;
in the

' 8

fix hundredth year (and not the three hun-

dredth) of vvhofe life the waters prevailed upon the earth.

He was the father of mankind, who were renewed in him.

Hence he is reprefented by another author, under the cha-

racier of Prometheus, as a great artift, by whom men were

formed anew, and were inftrucled in all that was good. He
makes I9 Minerva cooperate with him in making images of

clay, according to the hiftory before given : but he addition-

ally gives to her the province of infpiring them with a living

foul, inflead of calling the winds together for that purpofe.

Hence the foul of man according to Lucian is an emanation

of Divine Wifdom.

Noah was the original Cronus, and Zeus; though the latter

is a title conferred fometimes upon his fon, Ham.

8

Genef. c. 7. v. 1 1.

5
Ka.t TO fjiiv cAor, ap^nSKTUV auros (o f

AGiH-a, EMnNEOTSAroir -K/jAor, xt
Lucian. Prometh. in Verbis. Vo'. i. p. 16.

yv <fs TOI xat

tivcu T
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LSV avv.Tcrsy STriysovixv K^owg a

E;: Jg Koya svsT ayro; a?aj ctsa? gyya/ra

There is a very particular expreiiion recorded, by Clemens

of Alexandria, and attributed to. Pythagoras ; who is laid to

have called the fca
"
K^ova Jo^W, the tzar of Cronus: and ^car 0/

there was a further tradition concerning this perfon,
"
#ara-

7TWiv Ta Tg^a, //^ Z><? drank) or fwallcwed up y all his chil-

dren. The tears of liis are reprefented
as very myfterious.

They are iid to have flowed, whenever the Nile began to

rife, and to flood the country. The overflowing of that river

was the great fource of affluence to the people : and they

looked upon it as their chief blefling : yet it was ever attended

with myftical tears, and lamentations. This was particu-

larly obfervable at Coptos, where the principal Deity was

Ills.
23

Coptos eft civitas Mareotica ^gypti, in qua 16 verfa

in liidem colitur : cujus facris fiftro celebratis Nilus exasftuat.

Proventum frucluum ^Egyptii quasrunt ufque ad veros

planclus : namque irrigatio Nili fupradictorum fletibus im-

ploratur. This writer imagines, that the tears and lamenta-

tions of the people were to implore an inundation : and the

tears of Ifls according to Paufanias were fuppofed to make

the river fwell. But all this was certainly faid, and done, in

:

Laclant. de Fall". Relig. V. i. c. 13. p. 61.
1

I'oia.'jTa. v.ot.1 01 n^xyoce^oi I-WITO:TO, flep&Slpoifns p-sv xi/'.as TB? 'W^xi'/na.*,

KpvH Je
fa.-x.pjsv T'i.v 3-aAacrc-ar, aAAn^.op^vTSs' xa;

fMg.a.
tTri fj.V!io;ilupoip.t:'

ar '/TTO

Tg ^iAocroyfe'r, UTTO Tg -zzroii/Ti'i' o.tvi'yfJicttuSaps tov
l
u.ti'ct. Clcinens of the wilful oblcu-

rity of the ancient Greek writers. Strom. L. 5. p. 676.
"

Etymolog. Magnum.
' Lutatius Placidus in Star. Theb. L. i. v. 26^.

memorial
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memorial of a former flood, of which they made the over-

flowing of the Nile a type.

As the Patriarch was by fome reprefented as a king called

Naachus and Nauachus ; fo by others he was ftyled Inachus,

and fuppofed to have reigned at Argos. For colonies, where-

ever they came, in procefs of time fuperadded the tradi-

tions, which they brought, to the hiftories of the countries,

where they fettled. Hence Inachus was made a king of

Greece; and Phoroneus, and Apis brought in fucceflion after

him. But I have more than once taken notice, that Ina-

chus was not a name of Grecian original. It is mentioned

by
2+ Eufebius in his account of the firft ages, that there

reigned in Egypt 'Tehgonus^ a prince of foreign extraction \ who

was the fon of Orns the JJoepherd^ and the feventh in defcent

from Inac&us. And in the fam^ author we read, that a co-

lony went forth from that country into Syria, where they

founded the ancient city Antioch : and that they were con-

duBed by
'' 6

Cafus and Be/us, who <were Jons of Inachus. Thefe

events were far more early than any hiftory of Greece ; let

it be removed as far back, as tradition can be carried. But

otherwife, what relation can a prince of Egypt, or Cafus

and Belus, who came originally from Babylonia, have with

a fuppofed king of Argos ? By Inachus is certainly meant

Noah : and the hiftory relates to fome of the more early de-

14 Paufan. L. 10. p. 88 1.

*
In ./Egypto regnuvit Telegonus Oris paftoris films, feptimus ab Inacho. Eu-

fcb. Chron. Verf. Lat. p. 14,

Kao-cs Y.OLI BuAo;, Irap^i -waicTf;, -nrpoj ru Ogcvrei uroTJtfJiiu xrA. Euieb. Chron.

p. 24. See allo Zonaras. L. i. p. 21.

fcendants
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fcendants of the Patriarch. His name has been rendered

very unlike itfelf, by having been lengthened with termina-

tions
;
and otherwife fafhioned according to the idiom of

different nations. But the circumftances of the hiftory are fo

precife and particular, that we cannot raifs of the truth.

He feems in the Eaft to have been called Noas, Noafis-,

Nufus, and Nus ; and by the Greeks his name was com-

pounded Dionufus. The Amonians, wherever they came,

founded cities to his honour : hence places called Nufa will

often occur. Hefychius fays,
that there were both cities

and mountains ftyled Nufean in many parts of the
"

world :

and he inftances in Arabia, Ethiopia, Egypt, Babylonia,

Eruthrea, Thracia, ThefTaly, Cilicia, India, Libya, Lydia,

Macedonia, the ifland Naxos ; alib a Nufa near mount Pan-

greus ;
and a place of this name in Syria, the fame, which

was called afterwards Scythopolis. There was alfo a place

called Nufa upon mount Caucafus ; and upon Helicon : alfo

in the
i8

iiland Eubcea ; where was a notion, that grapes

would bloflom, and come to perfection in one day. Of the

Nufa in India Philoftratus takes notice
;
and lays, that from

thence Dionufus had the title of Nufios.
* 9
Nvviog yaf o A/o.-

wcnoj a^o Tf\q sv J0$fa$ Nv<rr,g wot&a^erau, But this, if the;

author fays the truth, muft have been owing to a great mif-

'

NWcc, y.a.'.

~

Er5a (fta.

Stcph. Byzant.

7>i

Ilcfych.

iv ai6f.c, xai Tor isteTrcuvetrcti,

** Vic Apollon. Tyan. L. 2. p. 56.

u>

ant

*

take :
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take : for there were, as I have fhewn, many
-

cities fo

called ; which did not give the name ;
but were all univer-

fally denominated from him. Thefe, though widely diftant,

being fituated in countries far removed, yet retained the fame

original hiftories
; and were generally famous for the plan-

tation of the vine. Milled by this Similarity of traditions

people in aftertimes imagined, that Dionufus muft neceiTarily

have been, where his hiftory occurred : and as it was the

turn of the Greeks to place every thing to the account of

conqueft; they made him a great conqueror, who went over

the face of the whole earth, and taught mankind the plan-

tation of the vine :
3I Aiovvrov STrsAQovTct.

(JLSTOL rgoirofrB&

<TCM Tr\V OlKXfJLSVWy $1$0%OU TS Tr
t
V (pUTSlOLV TW a{JL7TXv y

KOLl

sv T0i$ 7\Y]voig owro$An|/jj/ TWV fioTgvw. It is faid, that Diomt-

.i. fus went with an army over the face of the whole earth ; and

taught mankind, as he paffed along, the method of planting
the vine

; and ho-io to prefs out the juice, and r-eceive it in pro-

per vejfels.

Though the Patriarch is reprefented under various titles
;

and even theie not always uniformly appropriated : yet there

will continually occur fuch peculiar circumftances of his

hiftory, as will plainly point out the perfon referred to. The

A/
J There was a city Noa, built by the ancient Dorians in Sicily; called by Ste-

phanus Noai' TO e&viKov Noaies.

^T7i<m ft'o The Scriptures Ipeak of cities called Amon-No, and No-Amon in Egypt. Ezek.

c. 30. v. 14, &c. Jerem. c. 46. v. 25.

, . The city Nancratis in the lame country was probably Nau-Carat, fimilar ta the

Kiriath of the Hebrews ; and fignified the city of Nan, or Noah.

A city Noa was near Syene. Plin.. Nat. Hift. L. 6. c. 29.
'

" Diodor. Sic. L. 3. p. 107.

perfon



THE ANALYSIS OF ANCIENT MYTHOLOGY. 209

perfon preferved is always mentioned as preferred in an ark.

He is defcribed as being in a ftate of darknefs ; which is re-

prefented allegorically as a flate of death. He then obtains

a new life, which is called a fecond birth ; and is faid to

have his youth renewed. He is on this account looked upon
as the firftborn of mankind : and both his antediluvian and

poftdiluvian ftaf.es are commemorated, and fometimes the

intermediate alfo is fpoken of.

32
KwA^tr^w A<oyy<roi/,

nPOTOrONON, AIOTH, TPirONON.
33

HgwTcx; <T eg <pao q

Diodorus calls him Deucalion ; but defcribes the Deluge,
as in a manner univerfal ;

3*
X.KTOL TQV STTI &2VX,y.Xiu>VQ<; ysvo-

psvov zct.Tfw'h.VG'fJLOv s<p8cx.gri
TO. iffteifa. TMV ^ww : In the Deluge,

To.

which happened in the time of Deucalion^ almoft all flefo died.

Apollodorus having mentioned Deucalion sv
hagvaxi, con-

figmd to an ark, takes notice, upon his quitting it, of his

offering up an immediate facrifice,
3S Aii Oy^/w, to the God,

who delivered him. As he was the father of all mankind,
the ancients have made him a perfon of very extenfive rule ;

and fuppofed him to have been a king. Sometimes he is de-

fcribed as monarch of the whole earth : at other times he is

1

Orphic Hymn. 29. p. 222.
3

Orphic. Fragm. apud Macrob. Saturnal. L. i. c. 18.

Sometimes U^faToyovoi is changed to a female, and then made the daughter of

Deucalion. UpcaToyeveitx. Se Aa/xaAwrcs xa;
Iluppas.

Schol. in Find. Olymp. Od.

9- v. 65.
4 Diodor. Sicul. L. i. p. 10.

5

Apollodor. L. i. p. 20.

VOL. II. E e reduced



2io THE ANALYSIS OF ANCIENT MYTHOLOGY.

reduced to a petty king of ThefTaly. He is mentioned by
36 Hellanicus in the j,atter capacity ; who fpeaks of the de-

luge in his time, and of his building altars to the Gods.

Apollonius Rhodius fuppofes him to have been a native of

Greece, according to the common notion : but notwithftand-

ing his prejudices he gives fo particular a character of him,

that the true hiftory cannot be miftaken. He makes him

indeed the fon of 37

Prometheus, the fon of Japetus : but in

thefe ancient mythological accounts all genealogy muft be

entirely difregarded.

38
retts

'Groins 'sroXs/j, mi

Ada.ya.Toig, iffuTQS $s mi

<j/3 TW oz
TtTegMTioveg

Though this character be not precifely true
; yet we may

learn that the perfon reprefented was the firft of men, through
whom religious rites were renewed, cities built, and civil po-

lity eftablifhed in the world : none of which circumftances

are applicable to any king of Greece. We are affured by
9

Philo, that Deucalion was Noah. 'EXXljWs (JLSV

TrovofJLzQxnv, e<p 8 Toy
|U.syai/

The Grecians call the perfon Deucalion ,
but

36 'Or* cfg 3d; AsuitaXtav fa.crt?cuo- CCT<raA(a?, EAAa^ixo; ev 'sr^ura TV;

tLmiv' xat OTI TKV $o)$tv.a. 3-ecav /S&)/x8? As^^aAfWJ' ISgwraffa 'EAAai''>co5 Sv

Schol. in Apollon. Rhod. L. 3. v. 1085.
57 He was the fame as Prometheus, the perfon here called Japetionides.
'*

Apollon. Rhod. L. 3. v. 1085.
39 Philo Jud. de prcemio ct pceaa. Vol.. 2. p. 412,
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the Chaldeans ftyh him Noe \ in whofe time there happened the

great eruption of waters. The Chaldeans likewife mentioned

him by the name of Xifouthros.

40 'O Nws H

That Deucalion was unduly adjudged by the people of

Theffaly to their country folely, may be proved from his

name occurring in different parts of the world
; and always

accompanied with fome hiftory of the deluge. The natives

of Syria laid the fame claim to him. He was fuppofed to

have founded the temple at Hierapolis ; where was a chafm,

through which the waters after the deluge were faid to have
41

retreated. He was likewife reported to have built the

temple of Jupiter at Athens ; where was a cavity of the fame

nature
; and a like tradition, that the *z waters of the flood

pafled off through this aperture. However groundlefs the

notions may be of the waters having retreated through thefe

paffages ; yet they fhew what impreilions of this event were

retained by the Amonians, who introduced fome hiftory of

it, wherever they came. As different nations fucceeded

one another in thefe parts, and time produced a mixture of

generations ; they varied the hiftory, and modelled it accord-

ing to their *3 notions and traditions : yet the groundwork

Cedren. p. 1 1.

41 Lucian. de Dea Syria, p. 883.
Qa-ov 5 iz-ti%vv TO g/apos JWipjxg

1

Y.O.I tey&fri, jwera ii]v eirofJiSueit TY\V ejri

AEt/xaAiwi'es or/jufacrai'j wjroguwajt TOLI/TV TOV^WD. Panfan. L. I. p. 43.
! How various thefe accounts were, even in the fame place, we may learn from

Lucian. FloAAoi Xoyoi tAiyovro rcav 01 /*< i^o<,
ci cTg e^^arees, 01 Si

Kcaprcc. /t*o6w-

f, xai aAAoJ /Sapfa^o;, GI /^.tv TOW 'EAAwi o/^oAoj/govTf. De Deu Syria, p. 882.

E e 2 was
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was always true ; and the event for a long time univerfally

commemorated. Jofephus, who feems to have been a perfon
of extenfive knowledge, and verfed in the hiftories of nations,

fays, that this great occurrence was to be met with in the

writings of all perfons, who treated of the firft ages. He
mentions Berofus of Chaldea, Hieronymus of Egypt, who
wrote concerning the antiquities of Phenicia ; alfo Mnafeas,

Abydenus, Melon, and Nicolaus Damafcenus, as writers, by
whom it was recorded : and adds, that it was taken notice of

by many others.

As we proceed towards the eaft, we fhall find the traces of

this event more vivid and determinate than thofe of Greece;

and more conformable to the accounts of Mofes. Eufe-

bius has preferved a moft valuable extract to this purpofe

from <4

Abydenus ; which was taken from the archives of the

Medes and Babylonians. This writer fpeaks of Noah as a

king, whom he names Seifithrus ; and fays, that the flood be-

gan upon the fifteenth day of the month Defius : that during

the prevalence of the waters Seifithrus fent out birds, that he

might judge if the flood had fubflded : but that the birds, not

finding any refli?ig place, returned to him again. This 'was re-

44
^bo-iBpo*; ifSe Kooro? trfoayuccneL fjav ea-fcrQtzt wAjjOo? op.Sj.cov

Aeo^a

fTrt ftxa' xehevei J' THO.V, OTI ypacfjL/a.txTwv yv e^oftevov ev 'HA/a zzroAei TI\ ev

poia-iv KTroxpu-^xt' 'S.eicriQpos
Je TCUJTO. eTriTihect isTomaa.^ euQews ZTT A.Pfj.fv-'.us

v.a.1 wa.gcturixa p.iv JCraAajK.ai'g ra EX. Ssu. T^irri
<Tg fi/Mpa STretTa. &v

fj.tTWt rcav aprtQuv -weipr.v -zo-o/fCJ/xFfof,
i xu ynv nfotlv TB I^OLTOS BX-fuarav. At e, fx-

Je^ofj.tvH afyfoLS trfAa^/B5 a^arecf, KTrocuffcu oxn 3caTOpjU.croi'Tai, Tzrapa.
TOV ^eia-Spov

OTTICTM xofJ.i^orTai' KO.I ETT' oanraiv
tTfgcti.

'fl t Trial TpiTYKrtv ei/i7U%?J
r

, CC.TTIXIXTQ

yet;} <f -zrjjAa xaraTrAecx Tds rapaa;, Snoi p.iv g
cuftpuTrtav a,(paviyaiv. To tfi -nrAo;ot>

t>

Ap/nSvi^ -wspixTnct. ^uXcav a.he:(pctp[jt.a.xct,
roicriv S7ri%caoiot<ri -zzraciJ^gTo. Abyden.

apud Eufeb. Prcep. Evang. L. 9. c. 12. See alfo Cyril, contra Julian. L. i. p. 8.

pcated
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peated three times ; 'when the birds were found to return with

their feet flamed with foil : by which he knew that the flood was

abated. Upon this he quitted the ark ; and was never more

feen of men, being taken away by the Gods from the earth.

Abydenus concludes with a particular, in which all the

eaftern writers are unanimous ; that the place of defcent

from the ark was in Armenia : and fpeaks of its remains be-

ing preferved for a long time. Plutarch mentions the Noa-

chic 4S
dove, and its being fent out of the ark. A curious

account to the prefent purpofe is by
46 Eufebius given from

Melon, who wrote a treatife againft the Jews. He takes

notice among other things of the perfon, who furvived the

deluge, retreating with his fons after the calamity from Ar-

menia : but he has mixed much extraneous matter in his nar-

ration
;
and fuppofes, that they came to the mountainous

parts of Syria, inftead of the plains of Shinar.

But the moft particular hiftory of the Deluge, and the

neareft of any to the account given by Mofes, is to be found

in Lucian. He was a native of Samofata, a city of Comma-

gene upon the Euphrates : a part of the world, where me-

morials of the Deluge were particularly preferved ; and where

a reference to that hiftory is continually to be obferved in the

rites and worflbip of the country. His knowledge therefore

Ot u.v BK uyQfiAo^'W Tt>> /^U5csAiwr< fxffi
r

uroi~fpy.v K Aapi'<x3cos oc

f r\ r p T^ 1

A&)/xot "yit'fo''ia.'y "y(ifj.(t)i'o$ fAtv i(TM tcraAtf OUO^SDJI', uJ <xs as ocTOTTTairxi'. 1 lutJrcli.

de folert. Animal. V. 2. p. 968.

1 O.TTO TM? AojoiErias aT6Ao<v TOI'
'ZtrfpiAj^osi'Ta a.V'jpta'jron /w?ra Tin- rii.vr, e;

S^fAavt'opLfvov VTTO TUV eyxcapicav, SKx.rua'a.i'Tct $ g T)' fj.srct^,u %".-*oa.v
-.

TIK Swa, 80-an
gpi/x.i>'.

Euieb. Prsep. Evang. L. 9. c. 19. p. ;

was
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was obtained from the Afiatic nations, among whom he was

born ; and not from his kinfmen the Helladians, who were

far inferior in the knowledge of ancient times. He de-

fcribes Noah under the name of Deucalion : and 47

fays, that

the prefent race of mankind are different from thofe, who firft

xifled ; for thofe of the antediluvian world were all deflroyed.

"The prefent world is peopledfrom the fons of Deucalion ; hav-

ing encreafed to Jo great a number from o?ie perfon. I?2 re-

JpeEl to the former broody they were men of violence, and law-

lefs
in their dealings. They regarded not oaths, nor obferved

the rites of hofpitality,
nor foewed mercy to

thofe, who fued

for it. On this account they were doomed to deftruElion : and

for this purpofe there was a mighty eruption of waters from
the earth^ attended with heavy fiowers from above ; fo that

the rivers fwelled, and the fea overflowed, till the whole earth

was covered with a flood, and all fisfh drowned. Deucalion

alone was preferved, to repeople the world. This mercy was

JJjewii
to him on account of his juflice and piety. His prefer-

vation was effected in this manner : He put all his family,

both his fons and their wives, into a vaft ark, which he had pro-
vided : and he went into it his felf. At the fame time ani-

mals of every fpecies, boars, horfes, lions, ferpents, whatever

lived upon the face of the earth, followed him by pairs : all

which he received into the ark ; and experienced no evil from
them : for there prevailed a wonderful harmony throughout, by

the immediate influence of the Deity. Thus were they wafted
with him, as long as the flood endured. After this he pro-
ceeds to mention that, upon the difappearing of the waters,

47 Lucian. de Dea Syria. V. 2. p. 882.

7 Deucalion
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Deucalion went forth from the ark, and raifed an 48
altar to

God: but he tranfpofes the fcene to Hierapolis in Syria ; \\[

where the natives pretended to have very particular memo-

rials of the Deluge.

Moft of the authors, who have transmitted to us thefe

accounts, at the fame time inform us, that the remains of the

ark were in their days to be feen upon one of the mountains

of Armenia. Abydenus particularly fays in confirmation of

this opinion, that the people of the country ufed to get fome

fmall pieces of the wood, which they carried about by way
of amulet. And Berofus mentions, that they fcraped off the

afphaltus, with which it had been covered, and ufed it in

like manner for a charm. And this is fo far confonant to

truth, as there was originally about the ark fome ingredient

of this nature. For when it was compleated by Noah, he

was ordered finally to fecure it both within and without with

pitch or 49 bitumen. Some of the fathers, how truly in-

formed I cannot fay, feem to infift upon the certainty of the

fact, that the ark in their time was ftill in being. Theo-Jkt &rk in (IIW.Q

philus
5

fays exprefly that the remains were to be feen upon
the mountains of Aram, or Armenia. And Chryfoftom ap-

peals to it, as to a thing well known :
51 Do not, fays he,

48 Lucian fpeaks of altars in the plural : Atuxcthuov fe sirft Tafe s^evero, (

Tt efe-o. What is here alluded to, is plain. See Genefis. c. 6. v. 20.

40 Genef. c. 8. v. 14. The Seventy make ufe of the fame term as Bercfus : Ka<

a<7<fAT&;<7 CVJTW eacavev x<z< eguvev T/I acr^aArw.
s TH? Ki=Ta TO. Asmara P^p' TH J&p Sziv.vinai etrxt tv T.IS ApxCixoti (lege

AgetfJUKOti)
o-.eaiv. Ad Autol. L. 3. p. 391.

1

Ou%i v.a.1 TO. oo-fl [taprjcet TV; Acui;a?, e*9a w KiCwros
l<Ppli$il', y;xf xa/ TX. A?:-

\a.\a !/TJK tea; vjv sv.ei Gu^tTcit, T^fas YtfJiSTipotv virzp.v.-i<riv. De pcricctl Charit.

V. 6. p. 740. Edit. Sav.il..

thefe
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thofe mountains of Armenia bear wit
fiefs

to the truth f thofe

mountains, where the Ark firft refted? and are ?iot the re-

mains of it prejerved there even unto this day f

Such was the Gentile hiftory of the Deluge : varied in-

aC((7W0<^deed, and in fome meafure adapted to the prejudices of thofe,

/o Ik Oi<L 7a who wrote; yet containing all the grand circumftances, with

which that cataftrophe was attended. The ftory had been

0W/h<u-M.tfr
fo inculcated > and the inipreffions left upon the minds of

//

'

trfiL tiod
men were f ftrong> tnat they feem to have referred to it

continually ; and to have made it the principal fubject of

their religious institutions. I have taken notice of a cuftom

among the priefts of Amon, who at particular feafons ufed to

carry in proceffion a boat, in which was an oracular fhrine,

held in great veneration. They were faid to have been
'

eighty in number ; and to have carried the facred veflel

about, juft as they were direded by the impulfe of the Deity.
51 'TVo vzuq TtTsgiipsgeTou 'xgWYis

VTTo
iegswv oytiowonct. (o 0soj).

'O'JTOl h S7TI T6M UfJLM ({}gOVT<;
TOV QeOV TiTgOOLyZViV

CX.VTOfJLtt.TW,

Q7T8
ctyoi

TO T'S 28 vevpOL TY]V 'UTOgzitx.v.
I mentioned at the

fame time, that this cuftom of carrying the Deity in an ark or

boat was in ufe among the Egyptians, as well as the people

of Ammonia. Bifhop Pocock has preferved three fpecimens
of ancient fculpture, wherein this ceremony is difplayed.

They are of wonderful antiquity ; and were found by him

in upper Egypt. Two of them he copied at Luxorein in

r c , i ,- ^ ^- j c- iiome apartments or the temple, which Diodorus Siculus 10

much celebrates.

f* Diodor. Sicul. L. 17. p. 528. See Vol. i. p. 252. and Plate.

Part
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Part of the ceremony in moft of the ancient myfteries

confifted in carrying about a kind of fhip or boat
; which

cuftom upon due examination will be found to relate to no-

thing elfe but Noah, and the Deluge.
" The fhip of Iris

is well known ; and the celebrity among the Egyptians,
whenever it was carried in public. The name of this, and

of all the navicular fhrines was Baris : which is very remark-

able ;
for it was the very name of the mountain, according

to Nicolaus Damafcenus, on which the ark of Noah refted ;

the fame as Ararat in Armenia. 54"

E?iv virsg Tr\v

pzyy. ogo$ mrct, tr\v Agpsviw, Bagi$ teyopsvov, sig o

<rvfjupvyorroL$
STTI TB

fcaratfAutrjU-a Xoyo? s-^si &egHFea$w94) mi

o^8|U,vo2/ STTI rt\v KKgwgsiav oxsihcu, mi T

STTI TZToAy tTW^Ot. There is a large moun-

tain in Armenia^ 'which ftands above the country of the MinycSj

called Baris ; to this it wasJ~aid\ that many people betook them-

felves in the time of the Deluge^ and were faved : and there is

a tradition of one perfon in particular floating in an ark, and

arriving at the fummit of the mountain. We may be affured

then that the fhip of Ifis was a facred emblem : in honour jk fy ol

' See Lexicon Pitifci. lamblichus. Sedt. 6. c. 5. p. 147. and notes, p. 285.

Apud Eufeb. Prsp. Evang. L. 9. c. n. p. 414.
See alfo Nic. Damafc. apud Joieph. Jud. Antiq. L. i. c. 3. . C.

To [*ev ^ia.iio^.i^oi' TX crw/xaTa ^Aoiov
Ectpiv jsoAeifffiat. Diodor. Sic. L. I. p. 87.

of the facred boat, in which the dead were tranfported to the Charonian plains.

Strabo, L. n. p. 803. mentions a Goddefs Baris in Armenia, who had a temple
at mount Abus.

Herodotus fpeaks of Earis, as the Egyptian name of a fhip. L. 2. c. 96. See

Euripides, Iphig. in Aulis. v. 297. and ^Efchyli Perfe. p. 151. AiyvTmxv de

a*
viregQopri. Avrogyo7evx.rov ISccpiv. Lycophron. v. 747.

VOL. II. F f of



2i 8 THE ANALYSIS OF ANCIENT MYTHOLOGY.

of which there was among the Egyptians an annual fefti-

val. It was in aftertimes admitted among the Romans,
and fet down in their S5 Calendar for the month of March.

The former in their defcriptions of the primary deities have

continually fome reference to a fhip or float. Hence we

frequently read of 55
BOI voLvn7\7\Qvrs?. They oftentimes

fays
S7

Porphyry, defcribe the fun in the character of a man

failing on a float. And Plutarch obferves to the fame pur-

pofe, that they did not reprefent the fun and the moon in

chariots
;

s8 aAAct ix'hmig op^wacn
>

xg(i)[JLVX$ TZTsgiTrteiVj
but

wafted about upon floatmg machines. In doing which they
did not refer to the luminaries ; but to a perfonage repre-

fented under thofe titles. The Sun, or Orus, is likewife de-

fcribed by lamblichus as fitting upon the lotus, and 59

failing

in a veflel.

It is faid of Sefoftris, that he conftru&ed a
6o

fhip, which

was two hundred and eighty cubits in length. It was of

cedar ; plated without with gold, and inlaid with filver :

and it was, when flnifhed, dedicated to Ofiris at Thebes. It

is not credible, that there fhould have been a fhip of this

! Calendarium Rufticum nienfe Martio habet Ifulis navrgmm, quod eft

tiorum feftum, a Romanis admifium. Marfh. Can. Chron. Sedt. 14. p. 356.

See Gruter's Infcript. p. 138.
7

Jamblich. de Myfter. Sedt. 7. c. z.

57 'HAioc <Pe cryfAKirua-i tuars fJiev cTz'
avfycaTru trupte&iiKorQS wAwa. Porphyry apud

Eufeb. P. E. L. 3. p. 115.
8

Ifis et. Ofiris. p. 364. See alfo Eufeb. Prnsp. Evang. L. 3. c. n. p. 115.

Clemens Alexand. Strom. L. 5. p. 670.
r

HA;oc tiri -ttrAoia.

' Eiri it AWTW Jta9wjw^o5, XO.L iTri ^Aot'j ruTiAAo/A5>'05 (Qeos.) lamblichus de

Myft. Se6t. 7. p. 151.
60

Diodor. Sicul. L. i. p. 52;

7
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flze, efpecially in an inland diftrict, the moft remote of any
in Egypt. It was certainly a temple, and a flirine. The
former was framed upon this large fcale : and it was the

latter, on which the gold and filver were fo
lavifrily ex-

pended. There is a remarkable circumftance relatino- to

the Argonautic expedition ; that the dragon flain by Jafon
was of the dimeniions of a

6l
Trireme: by which muft be

meant, that it was of the fhape of a
fliip

in general ; for there

were no Triremes at the time alluded to. And I have more-

over fhewn, that all thefe dragons, as they have been repre-

fented by the poets, were in reality temples, Dracontia

where, among other rites, the worfhip of the ferpent was in-

ftituted. There is therefore reafon to think, that this tem-

ple, as well as that of Sefoftris, was fafhtioned in refpecT: to

its fuperficial contents after the model of a fhip : and as to

the latter, it was probably intended in its outlines to be the

exadl reprefentation of the ark, in commemoration of which

it was certainly built. It was a temple facred to Ofiris at

Theba ; or, to fay the truth, it was itfelf called Theba : and

both the city, faid to be one of the moft ancient in Egypt, as

well as the Province, was undoubtedly
'*
denominated from

ya.i>

TO Aa

t?0t%t [Jia.'X.tl
TS TffSV-

vow
jc^arg;. Find. Pyth. Od. 4. p. 261.

'Os xoii TCU vra.^i KO.I TM jw5cgt T8 trw^aTo; uTtvTnKcvTogov
I/aw y.tnti%fv. H, KS

tjj A>;6.: <5 7rA^s VKUV
-z<rgcT>!3covTo^oc.

Schol. ibid.

61 To K^OHOV i\ AtyuTnos ^i *A8
/
w?j'. Ariftot. Meteorol. V. 1. 1. i. p. 771.

Theba and Diofpolis the fame : Tas as x A/otrTroAo/ TW cturw v-jraf^iv.

Diodorus Sicul. L. i. p. 88.

Theba now called Minio, according to Sanfon.

V. Hefych.

F f 2 it.
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it. Now Theba was the very name of the ark. When-

Noah was ordered to conftruft a vefTel, in which he and his

family were to be preferved ; he was directed in exprefs terms

to build, nan, Theba, an ark. It is the very
6s word made

n- &< ^^ufe of by the facred writer : fo that we may, I think, be af-

fured of the prototype, after which this temple was fafriioned..

It is faid, indeed, to have been only two hundred and eighty

cubits in length : whereas the
6*~ ark of Noah was three hun-

dred. But this is a variation of only one fifteenth in the

whole : and, as the ancient cubit was not in all countries the

fame ; we may fuppofe that this difparity arofe rather from;

the manner of meafuring, than from any real difference in

the extent of the building. It was an idolatrous temple ;

faid to have been built by Sefoffris in honour of Oiiris. I

have been repeatedly obliged to take notice of the ignorance

of the Greeks in refpecl: to ancient titles
;
and have (hewn

their mifapplication of terms in many inftances : efpecially in

their fuppoling temples to have been erected by perfons, to

whom they were in- reality facred. Sefoftris was Oil ris ; the

0/*U fame as Dionufus r Meiies, and Noah. He is called Seifithrus

by Abydenus, Xixouthros by Berofus and Apollodorus ;
and

is reprefented by them as a prince, in whofe time the Deluge

happened. He was called Zuth, Xuth, and Zeus : and had

certainly divine honours paid to him.

The fame memorial is to be obferved in other countries,

63

According to the Grecian mode of allegorizing, Theba was faid to have been

the daughter of Prometheus, who gave name to the place : ATTO ))/;<; TM llgo-

/ooiGtsos. Stepl). Byzant. Fa^cf* fg Z6cs {J.iv Qvw, ct.<$ w n -3roA5 Gijfar. Apol-
lodor. L. 3. p. 145.

6* Genef. c. 6. v. 15.

o where
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where an ark, or fliip
was introduced in their myfleries, and

often carried about upon their festivals. Paufanias gives a

remarkable account of a temple of Hercules at Eruthra ia

Ionia ; which he mentions as of the highefl antiquity, and

very like thofe in Egypt. The Deity was reprefented upon
a float

;
and was fuppofed to have come thither in this man-

ner from Phenicia. 6j

2^sJ/a ya^ yAw, %a.t STT O.VTW &Qg.
6
Ariflides mentions, that at Smyrna, upon the feaft called

Dionufia a fhip ufed to be carried in proceflion. The fame

cuftom. prevailed among the Athenians at the Panathenasa ;

when what was termed the facred fhip was borne with great

reverence through the city to the temple of Damater of Elu-

fis. At Phalerus near Athens there were honours paid to an*

unknown hero, who was reprefented in the flern of a fhip :

67

T/jUaraj Js Tig Qocfygoi mra
*wgV[jLvy,v qgus. At Olympia,

the moft facred place in Greece, was a reprefentation of the

like nature. It was a building like the fore part of a
fhip,.,

which flood facing the end of the Hippodromus :. and to-

wards the middle of it was an altar, upon which at the re-

newal of each Olympiad particular rites were performed :

65 L. 7. p. 534.
4

Orat. Smyrn. V. i. p. 402. He fpeaks of the cuftom as of late date : but ther

feftival of Dionufus warrants the antiquity. See Dio. L. 39. p, 62. Ev T
ya.%

A?oivv Ufa.; vgfc-s. ^rA. a fimilar rite.

7 Clemen. Alexand. Cohort. V. i. p. 35.

See Ariftophan. 'ITTTTSI?. v. 56^. of the fhip at the Panathenaea. Ta Se Af>tia

nra^a -sr^a-isv Ssixwrcti NAT2 wcnfttiva. u<, ir>v iuv Tla,va$r,t>a.icav Tffofj.'jrinv; Paufan.

L. i. p. 70.

Of the fhip fent to Ddos fee Cillimach. Hymn, in Delnm. Not. ad v. 314.

p. 204.
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68
ETTI ejtafw OAyU-Tna^W 'uroisircu noura TY\V

It is faid of Lamech, that he received great confolation at

the birth of his fon : and that he prophetically
69
called his

name Noah ; faying, "This fame foall comfort us 'concerning our

work, and toll of our hands ; becaufe of the ground, 'which the

Lord hath curfed. Agreeably to this the name of Noah was

by the Grecians interpreted reft and comfort :
7 Nws OLVOLTravvn;.

This feems to have been alluded to at the Eleufinian myfte-
ries. Part of the ceremony was a night fcene ; attended

with tears and lamentations, on account of fome perfon, who

was fuppofed to have been loft : but at the clofe a prieft ufed

to prefent himfelf to the people, who were mourning, and

bid them be of good courage : for the Deity, whom they la-

mented as loft, was preferved ; and that they would now have

fome comfort, fome refpite, after all their labour. The
words in the original are very particular :

71

appgJTfi (JLVfCU
T3

E^a/ yag qfiiv
zx,

To which was added, what is equally remarkable ;

11

E$wyov Koutov, svgov

68
Paufan. L. 6. p. 503.

9 Genef. c. 5. v. 29.
70

Hefych.
Nag 'Efyai'r''

os
fiegiMveuercu T 'EAAa^; ^Awo-<7>i ANAIIATSIS. Theoph.

ad Autolyc. L. 3. p. 391.
71

Jul. Firmicus. p. 45. Edit. Ouzel.
7 * Demofthen.

'srepi Sreip. p. 568.

/ have
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/ have efcaped a calamity ; and have met with a better portion.

This was the fume rite as that in Egypt, called
a<paw<T|W.off

and svgs<n$ O0Yi& ; both which were celebrated in the

month Athyr. It was called in Canaan the death and revival

of Adonis or Thamuz, who was the Ofiris and Thamas of

Egypt.
Some rites, fimilar to thofe, which I have been defcribing

in the exhibition of the facred mip Baris, are mentioned in

the ftory of the Argonauts. Their
fliip

is faid to have been

ftranded among the Syrtes of Africa ; by which means their

progrefs was interrupted : and at the fame time there was no

opening for a retreat. The heroes on board were at laft told,

that there was no way to obtain the affiftance of the gods,

but by performing, what appears to have been a myftical rite.

They were to take the fhip on their fhoulders, and carry it

over land for a feafon. This was effected by twelve of them,

who bore it for feveral days and nights ; till they came to the

river Triton, where they found an outlet to the fea. Apol-
lonius fpeaks of the whole as a myftery.

73

Htegi&av, mi TjjyJs 'Wcf.vtx.r^sKsg
szhvov

iJTsgi fa (jLeya. (psgrctToi vis?

i>3, ji agsTYj Aifyw am Civets

N]a (JLSTa.'fcgoviw,
oVa J" sv$Q@t vyo?

oofAQivi q/zgziv
uo%ou$sx%

0|U,8 vvxT&g re' &wp ys JJLSV,

3

Apollon. Argonaut. L. 4. v. 1381. See Find. Pyth^Od. 4. v. 36.
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w P^OOIOLTUV svtw

It is to be remarked in thofe copies of the fculptures,

which bifhop Pocock obferved among the ruins at ancient

Thebes, that the extremities in each of the boats are fa-

{hioried nearly alike
; and that there is no distinction of head

and ftern. This kind of veffel was copied by the Greeks,

and ftyled
7<f

AppiTrgvpvoLis, Amphiprumnais. It is recorded,

when Danaus came from Egypt to Argos, *that he crofTed

the feas in a fhip of this form : in which circumftance there

muft have been fome myfterious alluiion ; otherwife it was

of liKle confequence to mention the particular {hape of the

fhip, which he was fuppofed to have navigated. There was

certainly fomething facred in thefe kinds of veffels ; fome-

thing, which was efteemed falutary ; and in proof of it,

among other accounts given of them,, we have this remark-

able one. 75

AjUfpJTr^p'a, ra STTI ffQTvgia, fX&^Tr^wy. w?,ua..

The Amphiprumna are a kind of Jhips-> jfenf upon any falutary

occafeon. In {hort, they were always looked upon as holy
and of good omen.

I think it is pretty plain, that all thefe emblematical re-

prefentations, of which I Jiave given fo many inftances, re-

lated to the hiftory of the Deluge, and the confervation of

one family in the ark. I have before taken notice, that this

74 See Vdl. -I. p. 252.

Hyginus calls it navim biproram. Fab. 168. and 277. Tune primum dicitur

Minerva navim feciffe biproram.
7J

Hefych.

hiftory
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hiftory was pretty recent, when thefe works were executed in

Egypt ; and when thefe rites were firfl eftablifhed : and there

is reafon to think, that in early times moft fhrines among
the Mizraim were formed under the refemblance of a fhip,

in memory of this great event. Nay, further, both (hips and

temples received their names from hence ; being ftyled by
the Greeks, who borrowed largely from Egypt, Naf and

Nao?, and Mariners Naurou, Nautas, in reference to the Pa-

triarch, who was variously ftyled Noas, Naus, and Noah.

However the Greeks may in their myfteries have fome-

times introduced a fhip as a fymbol ; yet in their references

to the Deluge itfelf, and to the perfons preferved, they al-

ways fpeak of an ark, which they call,
76
Aai/a, Larnax,

KtSwTos, and the like. And though they were apt to men-

tion the fame perfon under various titles ; and by thefe means

different people feem to be made principals in the fame

hiftory : yet they were fo far uniform in their accounts of

this particular event, that they made each of them to be pre-

ferved in an ark. Thus it is faid of Deucalion, Perfeus

and Dionufus, that they were expofed upon the waters in a

machine of this fabrick. Adonis was hid in an " ark by
Venus ; and was fuppofed to have been in a ftate of death

for a year.

76 Plato of Deucalion and his wife ;
Tutus sv AAPNAKI JWgo-waOa/. See alfo

Nonnus. L. 6. p. 200. Apf ainoTropoS' Theophil. ad Autolyc. L. 3. p. 391. ev

ACTS/ <T'ws -ETC*' tfey.'To TOV AiTrofov euptoi

"Zuov eovTa.. Theocrit. Idyll. 7. v. 78.
77

Apollodorus. L. 3. p. 194.

VOL. II. G g
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78 'Oiov TO; TOV A$uvw a?r' asvct.%

Theocritus introduces a paftoral perfonage Comates, who
was expofed in an ark for the fame term ; and wonderfully

preferved.

79 H fjLam^^s Ko^ara, ru &w rctfe
rsgTrva.

Kou ry %a.TB%'htt,&yg sv Aa^oua, %ou TV

Krigia <psgo[JLSvog srog ugiov s^sTsAsircra?.

Of Ofiris being expofed in an ark we have a very remark-

able account in
S:>

Plutarch
; who mentions, that it was on

account of Typhon ; and that it happened on the feven-

teenth of the month Athyr, when the Sun was in Scorpio.

This in my judgment was the precife time, when Noah en-

tered the ark, and when the flood came ; which in the

Egyptian mythology was termed Typhon.
From what has preceded the reader will perceive, that the

hiftory of the Deluge was no fecret to the Gentile world.

They held the memory of it very facred : and many colo-

nies, which went abroad, ftyled themfelves Thebeans in re-

ference to the ark. Hence there occur many cities of the

the name of Theba ; not in Egypt only and Boeotia, but in

Cilicia, Ionia, Attica, Pthiotis, Cataonia, Syria, and Italy*

'

Theocrit. Idyll. 15. v. 102.
79 Theocrit. Idyll. 7. v. 85. Com- Ait: tv/o titles of Helius..

Ifis and Ofir. v. i. p. 366, 367.

See Lightfoot of the ancient year beginning in Autumn. V -I. i. p. 707.

See the Account of the Flood, when Prometheus reigned in Egypt, as it is men-

tioned by Diodor. Sicul. L. i. p. 16.

It
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It was fometimes expreffed Thiba : a town of which name

was in Pontus :

8l
IOL' TOTTO; 'Wgo; ru Homo. It is called

Thibis by
! l

Pliny. He mentions a notion, which prevailed,

that the people of this place could not Jink in water ; eofdem

non poffe mergi. We may fee in this a remote allufion to

the name of the place, and people ; and to the hiftory, which

they had preferved.

There was another term, belides Theba, under which the

Grecians reprefented the ark. It v^as called Kjwtag, Cibo-

tus ; which however I do not imagine to have been a word

of Grecian original : as both an ^ haven in Egypt, and a

s*
city of great antiquity in Phrygia, were denominated in

the fame manner. The fathers of the Greek church, when

they treat of the ark, interpret it in this manner, KfWo.
It is alfo the term made ufe of by the 85

Seventy ; and even

by the
86

Apoftles themfelves. The city Cibotus, which I

mentioned to have been in Phrygia, flood far inland upon
the fountains of the river Marfyas : and we may judge from

its name, that it had reference to the fame hiftory. Indeed,

Sl

Steph. Byzantin.

It was faid to have been built by the Amazons. From the Amazons being The-

beans, we may judge of their race, and true hiftory.
81

Plin. L. 7. c. 2.

Ka;To; ras ye nrepiUovrov OIXUVTCM -ZErccAcu Qr&eis w^a.yo^uo^v^l'To^i $;Aap;os,

x. T. A. Pint. Sympof. L. 5. c. 7.
' One of the havens at Alexandria. Strab. L. 17. p. 1145.
4

n/io; A7rxp.eicL T/I KIUTU. Strabo. L. 12. p. 854.

KJ&OTOS' Aa^j'a^ juAix/7. Hefych.
85

rioiti<rov tiv C-OUJTU KiSuTov ex. %u?\ciov TtT-p&yuvav' vwaiaA -sroniafK xara T;;?

TO!'. Genef. c. 6. v. 14. Edit. Aid.
6
Hebr. c. n. v. 7. i Pet. c. 3. v. 20.

G g 2 all
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all over this part of the world memorials of the deluge feem

to have been particularly preferred. This city was alfo

called Apamea ;

* 7

ATra^a, j] KiEwros teyopei/Yi
: which

name of Apamea is faid to have been conferred upon it in

latter times. It was undoubtedly named Cibotus in memory
of the ark, and of the hiftory, with which it is connected.

And in proof of this, we fhall find that the people had pre-

ferved more particular and authentic traditions concerning

the flood, and the prefervation of mankind through Noah,
than are to be met with elfewhere. The learned

88
Fal-

conerius has a curious differtation upon a coin of Philip the

elder ; which was ftruck at this place, and contained on its

reverfe an epitome of this hiftory. The reverfe of moft

Afiatic coins relate to the religion and mythology of the

87 Strab. L. 12. p. 864. It was, undoubtedly the fame as Celsenas-, of which . I

have treated before ; and which I have fhewn to have been named from its fitua-

tion. Celsen^E I mould imagine was the name of the city; and Cibotus was pro-

perly the temple : which diftinclion was not attended to in former times. Mf-

gratum inde haud procul veteribus Cehenis.-, novseque urbi Apamasa nomen in-

ditutn ab Apamea forore Seleuci Regis. Liv. L. 38. c. 13. Tertius Apameam
vadir, ante appelktam Celsenas, deinde Ciboton. Plin. L. 5. c. 29.

Oftav. Falconerii Diflertatio de nummo Apameenfi, Deucalionei diluvii ty-

pum exhibente ; ad Petr. Seguinum. S. German! Antiffiodor. Paris. Decanum.

Ex Libro, cui titulus, Selefta Numifmata Antiqua ex Mufeo Petr. Seguini. Paris.

1684. He mentions another coin fimilar to the above, and ftruck by the fame

people, who are ftyled Magnetes Apameenfes. On one fide is the head of Severus

crowded with laurel : on the other, the ark with the fame perfons in it, and the

like circumftances defcribed : above, EOI AraNO9ETftN APTE MAFNH-
TON AOAMEQN.
The two laft fyllables of MAFNHTnN are upon the blank fpace of the ark.

There is a coin of the emperor Adrian ; the reverfe a river-god, between two

rocks, like the Petras Ambrofise : infcribed ADAMEDN MAP2TA2 KIBHTOZ
Alfo a coin with a

flxip
: infcribed API/ft MAENHTHN. Patini Numifm. p. 413.

placesj
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places, where they were ftruck. The infcription upon the

forepart is ATT. K. IOTA. <DIAiniTO2. ATF. Upon the

reverfe is delineated a kind of fquare machine, floating upon
the water. Through an opening in it are feen two perfons,

a man, and a woman, as low as to the bread : and upon the

head of the woman is a veil. Over this ark is a kind of

triangular pediment, on which there fits a dove : and below

it another, which feems to flutter its wings, and holds in its

mouth a fmall branch of a tree. Before the machine is a

man following a woman ; who by their attitude feem to have

juft quitted it, and to have gotten upon dry land. Upon the

ark itfelf, underneath the perfons there inclofed, is to be read

in diftincl characters, NQE. The learned Editor of this ac-

count fays,
that it had fallen to his lot to meet with three of

thefe coins. -They were of brafs, and of the medaglion iize :

one of them he mentions to have feen in the collection of the

duke of Tufcany ; the fecond in that of the cardinal Otto-

boni : and the third was the property of Auguftino Chigi,

nephew to pope Alexander the feventh. Nor had this peo-

ple only traditions of the Deluge in general. There feems

to have been a notion that the ark itfelf refted upon the hills

of Celasnae, where the city Cibotus was founded : for the Si-

bylline oracles, wherever they may be fuppofed to have been

compofed, include thefe hills under the name of Ararat j

and mention this circumftance.

89 Ef* $s 71 Q^vyiriq VTrsg

<Jg

89 Orac. Sibyllin. p. 180.

'Orr
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'OTT'
agci ffto&rps&Q* STT awry

Ki^urog epsivsv sv i

We may perceive a wonderful correfpondence between the

hiflories here given, and of the place from whence they
came. The beft memorials of the ark were here preferved,

and the people were ftyled Magnetes, and their city Cibotus:

and upon their coins was the figure of the ark under the name

of A^yw Maywirwy : all which will be further explained here-

after. Not far from Cibotus was a city called 9 Baris : which

was a name of the fame purport as the former ; and was cer-

tainly founded in memory of the fame event. Cibotus fig-

fied an ark, and was often ufed for a repoiitory : but differed

from mm, ciila, by being made ufe of either for things fa-

cred, or for things of great value, like the Camilla of the

%y<T8 WbWTOf. The rites of Damater related to the ark and

deluge, like thofe of Ifis : and the facred emblems, what-

ever they may have been, were carried in an holy machine,

called 91 K<6wTO.

The ark according to the traditions of the Gentile world

was prophetic ; and was looked upon as a kind of temple, a

Near Beudos in Pifidia, and not a great way from Cibotus. Ptolem. L. 5. p.

142. Hieroclis Synecdemus. Pifidia. p. 673. Beudos, Baris, Bceotus, were all

of the fame purport.
91 Schol. in Ariftophan. 'iTnrtis. v. 1208.
9S Paufan. L. 10. p. 866.

7 place
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place of refidence of the Deity. In the compafs of eight

perfons it comprehended all mankind : which eight perfons

were thought to be fo highly favoured by Heaven, that they
were looked up to by their pofterity with great reverence ;

and came at laft to be reputed Deities. Hence in the an-

cient mythology of Egypt, there were precifely eight
" Gods: Ifkofa Ju.

of thefe the Sun was the chief, and was faid firft to have

reigned. Some made Hephaiftus the firft king of that coun-

try : while others fuppofed it to have been Pan. 9*

Ila^' A<-

SB Hay
JJLSV a.g%a.ioTa.Tos,

%ou TUV OKTO TUN
There is in reality no incon-

fiftency in thefe accounts : for they were all three titles of

the fame Deity, the Sun : and when divine honours began to

be paid to men, the Amonians conferred thefe titles upon
the great Patriarch, as well as upon his fon 95 Amon. And,
as in the hiftories of their kings, the Egyptians were able to

trace the line of their defcent upwards to thefe ancient 9$

per-

fonages ; the names of the latter were by thefe means pre-

fixed to thofe lifts : and they were in aftertimes thought to

have reigned in that country. This was the celebrated Og- Qndo&j ucaiitd, fo

doas of Egypt, which their pofterity held in fuch veneration, ^ ff c

that they exalted them to the heavens, and made their hif-

95 Diodor. Sicul. L. i. p. 12.

9+ Herodot. L. 2. c. 145.
95 There is reafon to think, that the Patriarch Noah had the name of Amon

as well as his fon. The cities ftyled No-Amon, and Amon-No, were certainly

named from Noah. According to Plutarch Amon fignified occultus. Ifis et Ofiris.

P- 354-
9J

' '

sv TOIS u0av,is. x. r. A.

Diodor. Sicul. L. i. p. 12.

tory
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tory the chief fubjecl: of the fphere. This will appear very

manifeft in their fymbolical reprefentation of the folar fyftem;
of which Martianus Capella has tranfmitted to us a very cu-

rious fpecimen
97

. Ibi (in fyftemate folari) quandam navem

totius naturas curfibus diversa cupiditate moderantem, cun&a-

que flammarum congeftione pleniffimam, et beatis circum-

aclam mercibus confpicimus ; cui nautae feptem y germani ta-

men fuique Ji-miles, prasfidebant. In eadem vero rate fons

quidam lucis aethereas, arcanifque fluoribus manans, in totius

mundi lumina fundebatur. Thus we find that they efteemed

the ark an emblem of the fyftem of the heavens. And when

they began to diftinguifh the ftars in the firmament, and to

reduce them to particular conftellations ; there is reafon to

think, that moft of the afterifms were formed with the like

reference. For although the delineations of the fphere have

by the Greeks, through whofe hands we receive them, been

greatly abufed ; yet there ftill remains fufficient evidence to

{hew that fuch reference fubfifted. The watery fign Aqua-

rius, and the great effufion of that element, as it is depided

in the fphere, undoubtedly related to this hiftory. Some

faid, that the perfon meant in the character of Aquarius was

Ganymede. Hegefianax maintained that it was Deucalion,

and related to the deluge.
98

Hegefianax autem Deucalionem

dicit effe, quod, eo regnante, tanta vis aquae fe de ccelo pro-

97 Martian. Capella. Satyric. L. 2. p. 43.
98

Hygin. Poet. Aftronom. c. 29. p. 482.

Audi Scholiaften Germanici Aquario Nigidius Hydrochoon five Aquarium
exiftimat efie Deucalionem Theflalum, qui in maximo cataclyfmo fit reliftus cum

uxore Pyrrha in monte ^tna, qui eft altiffimus in Sicilia. Not. in Hygin. Fab.

153. p. 265. ex Germanici Scholiafte.

fuderit,
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fuderit, ut cataclyfmus faclus effe diceretur. Eubulus autem

Cecropem demonftrat cfTe ; antiquitatem generis commemo-

rans, ct oftendens, antequam vinum traditum fit hominibus,

aqua in facrificiis Deorum ufos elTe ; et ante Cecropem reg-

naffe, quam vinum fit inventum. The reader may here

judge, whether Cecrops, the celebrated king of Attica, who
lived before the plantation of the vine, and was figured un-

der the character of Aquarius, like Deucalion, to any other

than Deucalion himfelf, the Noah of the eaft.

Noah was reprefented, as we may infer from "
Berofus,

under the femblance of a fim by the Babylonians : and

thofe reprefentations of fifties in the fphere probably related

to him, and his fons. The reafons given for their being

placed there were, that Venus, when frie fled from
I0

Ty-

phon, took the form of a fifh ; and that the fifh, ftyled No-

tius, faved Ifis in fome great extremity : pro quo beneficio

fimulacrum Pifcis et ejus Jiliorum, de quibus ante diximus,

inter aftra conftituit : for which reafon Venus placed the ji/b

Notius and his fons among the ftars. By this we may per-

ceive, that Hyginus fpeaks of thefe afterifms as reprefenta-

tions of perfons : and he mentions from Eratofthenes, that

the fidi Notius was the father of mankind : 'ex eo pifce

natos homines.

It is faid of Noah, that after the deluge he built the firft

99 Eufebii Chron. p. 6.

Hygin. Poet. Aftron. c. 41. p. 494.
1

Eratofthenes ex eo pifce natos homines dicit. Hygin. Poet. Aftron. L. 2.

c. 30.

VOL. II. H h altar
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*
altar to God : which is a circumftance always taken notice

of in the hiftory given of him by Gentile writers. He is

likewife mentioned as the firfr. planter of the vine
; and the

inventer of wine itfelf, and of Zuth or ferment, by which

fimilar liquors were manufactured. We may therefore fup-

pofe that both the altar, and the crater, or cup, related to

thefe circumstances. This hiftory of the raven is well

known, which he fent out of the ark by way of experiment :

but it difappointed him, and never returned. The bird is

figured in the fphere : and a tradition is mentioned, that the

3 raven was once fent on a meffage by Apollo ; but deceived

him, and did not return, when he was expected. It may
feem extraordinary, if thefe figures relate to the hiftory,

which I fuppofe, that there fhould be no allufion to the dove,

and to the particulars of its return. I make no doubt but it

was to be found in the Chaldaic and Egyptian fpheres : but

in that of Greece, there is in the fouthern hemifphere a vaft

interval of unformed ftars ; which were omitted by the aftro-

nomers of that country, as being either feldom feen, or elfe

totally
4 obfcured from their view. The Argo however, that

facred fhip, which was faid to have been framed by divine

i'i;? cTg <p>ic-;, TBTO
Srinyptoi' eireti, fv &> TO -wpiuTov 01 &lot (rvvai/moinav STTO:^

Theon. ad Ar6him.
p.. 46. Nonnulli cum Eratofthene dicunt, eum Cra-

tera efie, quo Icarius fit ufus, cum hominibus oftenderet vinum. Hygin. Fab. 140.

p. 494.
J Mifius ad fontem aquam puram petitum. Hygin. c. 40. p. 492.
4 The Pleiades are Peleiades or Doves ; and were placed in the heavens to denote

by their rifing an auipicious feafon for mariners to fail. They were the daughters

of Pleione. See Natal. Comes. L. 4. c. 7.

wifdom,
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wifdom, is to be found there
;
and was certainly no other

than the 5 ark. The Grecians fuppofed it to have been built

at Pagafre in ThefTaly, and thence navigated to Colchis. I

{hall hereafter fhew the improbability of this {lory : and it is

to be obferved, that this very harbour, where it was fuppofed
to have been conftructed, was called the port

6
of Deucalion.

This alone would be a flrong prefumption, that in the hif-

tory of the place there was a reference to the Deluge. The

Grecians placed every ancient record to their own account :

their country was the fcene of every
7 action. The people

of ThefTaly maintained that Deucalion was expofed to a flood

in
8
their diftrict, and faved upon mount Athos : the people

of Phocis make him to be driven to 9 ParnafTus : the Dorians

in Sicily fay he landed upon mount "
^tna. Laftly, the

natives of Epiras fuppofe him to have been of their country,

and to have founded the ancient temple of
" Dodona. In

confequence of this they likewife have laid claim to his hif-

tory. In
refpecl:

to the Argo, it was the fame as the {hip of

5

Hygin. c. 14. p. 55.

Nfla fJ.ev av -ji i&poaQiv en

Apyci/ AQiivcutK xotfJLteiv UTTO S-tifji.wuMo-1. Apollon. Rhod. L. i. v. 18.
'
3 Hence many Deucalions. See Schol. in Apollon. Rhod. L. 3. v. 1085.

Deucalion is efteemed an Argonaut. Hygin. c. 14. p. 50.
~

Here alfo were the iflands of Deucalion and Pyrrha in the bay. Strabo. L. 9.

p. 665.
8
Servius in Virg. Eclog. 6. v. 41.

9 Paufan. L. 10. p. 811.
D

Qui (Deucalion et Pyrrha) in montem ^tnam, qui altiffimus in Sicilia efie

dicitur, fugerunt. Hygin. c. 153. p. 265.
"

Plutarch, in Pyrrho. The people in Megara fuppofed the perfon faved in the

deluge to have been Megarus, the fon of Jupiter, who fwam to the lummit of mount

Gerania. Paufan. L. i. p. 96.

H h 2 Noah,
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Noah, of which the Baris in Egypt was a reprefentatioru

It was called by Plutarch the fhip of Ofiris : that Ofiris,

who, as I have mentioned, was expofed in an ark to avoid

the fury of Typhon :

l *
Kai TO 'srAoiOi/, o xafrsnv 'Eh?\W$

Agyw, TY)g Qovgvfe vewg STTI Tipy xoLT^fS^Kf^svov.
The vejjel in

the celejlial fphere^ which the Grecia?is call the Argo^ is a re~

prefentation of the flip of firis, which out of reverence has:

been placed in the heavens. The original therefore of it muft

be looked for in IJ

Egypt. The very name of the Argo

{hews, what it alluded to
;

for Argus, as it fhould be truly

exprefied, iignifed precifely an ark, and was fynonymous to

Theba. It is made ufe of in that fenfe by the priefts
and

diviners of the Philiflim ; who, when the ark of God was to

be reftored to the Ifraelites, put the prefents of atonements,

which were to accompany it, into an **

Argus, W"iK, or facred

receptacle. And as they were the Caphtorim, who made

ufe of this term, to fignify an holy veflel ;
we may prefume

that it was not unknown in Egypt, the region from whence

they came. For this people were the children of 1S Mi-

zraim,

K
Plutarch. Ifis et Ofiris. V. 2. p. 359.

' ! A Deluge of this nature was fuppofed to have happened in Egypt. NeiAcj>

a

r&cv

v. Diodor. Sicul. L. i. p. 16. To attribute this Deluge to the Nile is

idle : A Deluge of the Nile happened every year. This related to Prometheus,.

or Noah.
14

i Samuel, c. 6. v. 8, 11, 15. The word occurs only in the hiflory of this,

Philiftine tranfaftion ; and in the Alexand. MSS. is rendered Apyo.
>s

Genefis. c. 10. v. 13. And. Mizraim begat Ludim and Patbruftm, and Cafluhim

(out of whom came Philiftim), and Caphtorim. Deuteron. c. 2. v. 23. the Caphtorim^,

which came forth out of Capbtor. Jerem. c. 47. v. 4. The PhiKJline, the remnant
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zraim, as well as the native Egyptians ; and their language

muft neceflarily have been a dialed of that country. I have

mentioned that many colonies went abroad under the title

of Thebeans, or Arkites ;
and in confequence of this built

cities called Theba. In like manner there were many cities

built of the name of
l6

Argos ; particularly in TheiTaly,

Bceotia, Epirus, and 1;

Sicily : whence it is that in all thefe

places there is fome tradition of Deucalion, and the ark ;

however it may have been mifapplied. The whole Pelopon-

nefus was once called both Apia, and Argos. As there were

many temples called both Theba and Argus in memory of

the ark, they had priefts,
which were denominated accord-

ingly. Thofe, who officiated at the fhrines termed Argus,

were called Argeiphontai, from the Egyptian
l8

pbont, which

fignified a prieft.
But the Greeks, interpreting this term

by words in their own language, fuppofed what was a prieft,

to have been a flayer,
or murderer. They accordingly turned

the Argo into a man, whom, from a confufed notion of the

ftarry fyftem, they fuppofed to abound with eyes, and made

Hermes cut off his head. People ftyled Argeiphontes, Cref-

phontes, Hierophantes, Leucophontes, Citharaphontes, Dei-

phontes, were all originally priefts.
The Scholiaft upon So-

phocles called Argus,
' 9

Toi/ Kwa, TOV A^yoi/, rov

of the country of Caphtor. Amos. c. 9. v. 7. Have not I brought the Pbiliftines from

Caphtor ?

16

Apyos' neAoTTomc-os. Apyew' o* 'AAc?. Hefych.
' 7 Cluverii^icilia. p. 394.
18

See Jablonflcy Pantheon ^gypt. Pars prima. p. 139.
19 Schol. in Sophocl. Eleft. v. 5.

7 Argus,
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Argus, Kvv, or Canis, is precifely of the fame purport, as

Argeiphontes : a prieft of the ark.

The conftellation of Argo, as it is delineated, reprefents
the hinder part only of a fhip ; the forepart being hid in

clouds. It was fuppofed to have been oracular, and con-

ducted at the will of the Deity. Upon the temo or rudder

is a very bright ftar, the chief in the afterifm, which was

called Canopus. It lies too low in the fouthern hemifphere
to be eafily feen in Greece. It was placed on the rudder of

the ark, to flievv by whofe influence it was directed. Yet in

doing this they loft fight of the great Director, by whofe

guidance it had been really conducted ; and gave the honour
to a man. For under the character of Canopus, as well as

Canobus, is veiled the hiftory of the patriarch Noah. There
was a city, or rather a temple, towards the moft weftern out-

let of the Nile, which was denominated in the fame manner,
and gave name to the ftream. It was expreffed Canopus,
Canobus, Canoubis ; and is mentioned by Dionyfius, who

fpeaks of it as a place of great fame :

Ka;
rspsvo? iz'sgiTrvs'ov Apvxhauoio

As the Patriarch was efteemed the author of the iirft
fhip,

Dionyf. Perieg. v. 12.

Of the idle pretenfions of the Greeks, and their giving the honour of this place
to a pilot of Menelaus, I have fpoken before : and of the ftory being confuted by
a prieft of Egypt. See Ariftid. Orat. ^gyptiaca. The ftory of Menelaus and
Proteus was borrowed from that of Hercules and Nereus ; as may be feen in Schol.

in Apollon. Rhod. L. 4. v. 1397. The account is taken from the third book of
the Libyca of Argcetas.

which
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which was navigated, he was in confequence of it made the

god of featnen
;
and his temple was termed

'" l

iegov Hotrs^vo-g

Kcwwifa. He was efteemed the fame as Serapis : and infcrip-

tions have been found dedicated to him under the title of

WT]. In this temple, or rather college, was a femi-

nary for aftronomy, and other marine fciences. Ptolemy,
the great Geographer, to whom the world is fo much in-

debted, was a member of this fociety, and ftudied here
1

forty years. The name of the temple was properly Ca
Noubi : the latter part, Noubi, is the oracle of Noah.

Niobe was the fame name, and perfon ; though by the

Greeks mentioned as a woman. She is reprefented as one,

who was given up to grief, having been witnefs to the death

of all her children. Her tears flowed day and night ; till fhe

at laft ftiffened with woe ; and was turned into a ftone, which

was to be feen on mount Sipylus in Magnefia.

* 3

N*oa, <rs <T sywys

'AT' sv raw

A/, a/,

Paufanias had the curiofity to afcend mount Sipylus, in order

to take a view of this venerable 24

figure. He fays, that he

1

Stephanus Byzantin.

Olympiodorus. See Jablonfky. L. 5. c. 4. p. 136.
'

Sophocles. Eleftra. v. 150.

Tat/rf im N/OS'W KCU canog eiow Kv&Acav 5 TOV ^nruhov TO
opo?, jc. T. A. Pau-

fan. L. i. p. 49.

QactvToos Si KKI NzcCa*" Ae2/atr<r sv 2<7ruAaj
opgj S-epas

uoa xhcutiv. Pavifan. L. S.

p. 601.

beheld
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beheld an abrupt rocky clift ; which at a near view had no

appearance of a perfon grieving, or of a human likenefs ;
but

at a diftance had fome refemblance of a woman fhedding

tears. Niobe is often mentioned as a perfon concerned in

the deluge : at lead is introduced with perfons, who had an

immediate relation to it.
* 5 IlAar&j/ sv Tipcuy 7<w

78 <&QPtiWS(0G STTlfiSfiVYiTQll 'YfiOVUV, W 'UJ'CK.VV 'ZETOAafWI', %QLl

j, y.v.1 KOLT Hy^yov a^caoT>8 xx.Tv.%hv<TfJL%.
Plato in his

Timecus fpeaking of the moft ancient times mentions the age of

PhoroneitS) and Niobe^ as fuch ; and the (era of the firft de-

luge under Ogyges. In the paffage alluded to fhe is joined

with Phoroneus and Deucalion, two perfons principally con-

cerned in that event. It occurs, where Plato is fpeaking
'6

Tffegl 3>OgWVti$ 78 'SrW78 Agy$yTO, KOLl N/oSjft, %&l ]U,Ta

rov
%<x.Tatchv(r[JLOV

cw AsiwaAJ&JJ'os, of the firft Phoroneus^ and

Niobe^ and of the things fubfequent to the deluge of Deucalion.

Sophocles in the paffage above fpeaks of her as a Deity : and

fhe is faid to have been worfhiped in
17

Cilicia. By fome

fhe was reprefented as the mother of
l8

Argus.
As the ancients defcribed the ark, the VKVS ctfi$i7TgV[JU>cii$3

like a lunette ; it was in confequence of it called M^y, and

SsAflM), which fignify a Moon : and a crefcent became a com-

mon fymbol on this occafion. The chief perfon likewife,

the Patriarch, had the name of Meen, and Menes : and

was worfhiped all over the eaft as Deus Lunus ; efpecially at

M Eufebii Chron. p. 24. 1. 55.
5
Plato in Timaso. Vol. 3. p. 22'.

*7
Athenagoras. p. 290. Niofwc KiAixes (o-gCso-/).

8

Apyov TOV NioCwj . Paufan. L. 2. p. 191. 145. Homer. Schol. L. i. v. 123.

Carrhe,
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Carrhre, EdcfTa, and other cities of Syria and Mefopotamia.
His votaries were ftyled Minyce ; which name was given to

them from the objed: of their worfhip. Wherever the hif-

tory of the Deluge occurs, thefe names will be found. I

have fpoken of the cities of Phrygia, and the memorials there

preferved. At Caroura near mount Sipylus Zeus was wor-

fliiped under the title of Meen, Menes, and Manes : and his

temple is taken notice of by Strabo ;

*9

tegoy Mqvog Ka8

(not Ka) /.aXufJLSvov.
Clofe under the fame mountain ftood

the city Magneiia ;
which Signifies

the city of Manes, but

expreffed with a guttural Magnes. The people of the coun-

try were called Minyce. Some perfons from this place,

ftyled Magnetes apud Mseandrum, built at no great diftance,

Antiochea 30
. Here too were fome particular rites obferved in

honour of the fame Deity, whom they diftinguidled by a fig-

nificant epithet, and called MW AgKouog**. 'isgworvvYi Tig Mrivog

Agxotiz, izrhrflog s^acra JS^oJaAwz/,
KCU yugiuv isgow.

Here was

a college dedicated to the rites of Mec?i Arkceus ; where a great

number of pricfts officiated ; and where they had large eftatcs

endowed for that fervice. This Mi}v Agnctiog is no other than

the Deus Lunus, the fame as Noah, the Arkite. Strabo men-

tions feveral temples of this Lunar God in different places :

and one in particular, fimilar to that abovementioned, at the

city Antioch in Pifidia. Fie calls it, as the prefent reading

L. 12. p. 869. Kaoai>, Car-Our, Templum Ori. Orus was the fame us

Menes.
30 Strabo. L. 12. p. 864.
}I Ibid. Wherever there was a city Magnefia, or people Magnetes, there will be

found fome hiftory of the ark.

VOL. II. I i ftands,
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ftands, isffov Mnvog Armiz, which we may from the title of
the former temple venture to alter to MY\VOS Agtcouz. He is

fpeaking of Cabira ; and fays :
r~
E%J 3s #cu

isgov Mqvog'

#aj TSTO T)} SsAjjjTjs TO /Soi>, mQoLTteg TO

TO sv O^yy/a, TO TS T8 M*]j/of SP QUMWLLW

TO ^05 TJI AfT/o^g/a Tp -zsr^oj n/<r/Jiaj/, #c TO sy TTJ,

^w^a TM AtTioy(Siwv.
In this city is a temple of Meen Arkceus,

by which is meant a temple of the Lunar Deity. Such alfo is-

the temple among the Albani : and that in Phrygia : a?td the

temple of Meen^ which gives name to the place, where it ftands.

The temple alfo of Meen Ark&us in Pifidia and that in the
region'

near Antiochea have the fame reference. All thefe were dedi-

cated to the fame Arkite Deity called Lunus, Luna, and Se-

lene : ftyled alfo by different nations Meen, Man, Menes,
and Manes.

Sometimes inftead of Arkaeus the term Arkite is exhibited

Archaeus
;
which may be referred to a different idea. Thef-

faly was faid to have been originally named Purrha from the.

wife of Deucalion ;
whom the ancient poet Rhianus mea-

tions by the title of

33
'Wors TW ye

OLTT

Archasa may fignify ancient : but in this place, as well as In

many inftances, which I fhall hereafter produce, I imagine,,

that it has a more particular reference. In fhort, Archaea

31 L. 12. p. 835.
35 Strabo. L. 9. p. 677. See Scholia Apollon. Rhod. L. 3. v. 1089.

feems
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feems here to be the fame as Archia, and Architis, from the

ark : from which both people and places were indifferently

ftyled Agxoiioi,
and A^ouoi ; Arkites, and Archites. Hy-

ginus puts the matter in great meafure out of doubt by ufing

this term as a proper name. He ftyles this perfonage Ar-

chia, and makes her the wife of Inachus, the fon of the Ocean,

and the fame as Deucalion. He adds, that they had a fon

Phoroneus, the firft man who reigned upon earth, whofe

hiftory is attended with circumftances of great moment,
34
Inachus, Oceani films, ex Archia forore fua procreavit Pho-

roneum, qui primus mortalium dicitur 35

regnaffe. Homi-

nes ante fascula multa fine oppidis legibufque vitam egerunt,

una lingua utentes fub Jovis imperio. Idem nationes diftri-

buit. Turn difcordia inter mortales effe coepit.

The Grecians, though they did not know the purport of

the word uix, Arguz or Argus, have yet religioufly re-

tained it : and have introduced it in thefe different fhapes.

And as the ark has fometimes been made a feminine, and

the mother of Niobe ; fo at other times it is mentioned as

her fon, and fhe is fuppofed to have been the miftrefs of Ju-

piter.
So inconfiftent is the ancient theology.

' Hanc

(Nioben) Jupiter compreflit ; et ex ea natus eft Argus, qui

fuo nomine Argos oppidiim cognominavit. In fhort, where-

ever there is any hiftory of the Deluge, there will be fome

mention introduced of Argus : and, converfely, where any

u C. 143. p. 250. In another place he calls this perfonage Argia -,
and makes

16 her daughter. Ex Inacho et Argia 16. c. 145. p. 253. lo, five Niobe. ibid.

" Primus Junoni facrificafle dicitur. Lutatius Placidus in Star. Theb. L. 4.

v. 589-
36

Hyginus. c. 145. p. 252.

I i 2 account
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account occurs concerning Argus, or Argeans ; there will be

fome hiftory of a fhip, and allufion to the Deluge. Thus at

Argos there was a temple of Pofeidon H^btF/B&UsV&j, the God of

immdations: and it is creeled upon account ok a delugf,

which the natives fuppofed to have been confined to the

limits of their own country. In thcfe parts, fays
37 Paufa-

nias, is a temple denominatedfrom Pofeidon the God of inunda-

tions : for the people have a tradition that this Deity had

brought a Deluge over the greater part of the country ;
be-

caufe Inachus and fome other umpires had adjudged the land

to Juno, rather than to him. "Juno however at laft obtained of

him, that the 'waters foould retreat : and the Argeans in memo-

rial of this event raifed a te?nple to Pofeidon the God of deluges,

at the place, whence the water began to retire. As you pro-

teed a fmall degree farther, there is the mound (Ta<po$) of Ar-

gus, who isfuppofed to have beeii the fon of Niobe, the daughter

of Phoroneus. I have fhewn in a prior treatife, that thefe

mounds ftyled rapo;, were not places of burial
;
but facred

hills, on which in ancient times they facriflced. Toupo?

A^y is the mount of the ark, or Argo. All the hiftory above

given, however limited to a particular fpot, relates to the

ark, and to the flood, which univerfally prevailed.

In the fame city was a remarkable altar, dedicated to

57 Erraovoj rjoTgiorc? <pi/ fgoon S7nx/\er noo<7KAt;py T? yetp %<*>p<xs
TOC

<?o.tra STrfxAuffa/ T>' <HroAA/)!', on 'Hoots fivxi, KCZI BJC aure, TQV ynv Ivtzftos xxt 01 auv-

J/Jcacrai'Tf? g^rowrai'. 'Hpct (Jitv
cT ^ja.oa. rioa-et^voi tups

TO KTrthQuv OTTICTC-: rr,v S-a-

Aar<rr. Apyetoi tT, 'Jkv TO KVfJLat avs^vpwei'j lepov
YlovSifun eTruwa-stv

n^>'j?A6oi'T(
Ss a -zB-oAo Taf ; &5 f^tv Acyv, Aios eirat JOKUVTO^ KCC.I TM Qo

Paufan. L. 2. p. 161.

Zeus
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Zeus the God of rain,
3S

Bwp? 'Ysnu Aiog. Zeuth was dif-

tinguifhcd by the title of Sama El ; which the Greeks ren-

dered Zsvs 2*)jU.aAOf.
He was worfhiped upon Mount Par-

nes in Attica : and the circurnftances attending his hiftory

are remarkable, as they ftand in Paufanias. 59

O^ <jg

Ev

s sv T>

aAAo? |3wjU.o?'
$v%(ri $s srt a.vT%

y
TOTS ^ Qjdogiw, tors $

A<a. In Attica is the mount Pentelicus

alfo
another

',
called the monntai?i of Parnes Upon the latter

ftands a Jlatue of Zeuth Parnethius in brafs ; and an altar to*

the fame God, ftyled Sama /, or Semaleos. 'There is
alfo

another altar : and when they facrifce upon it, they invoke^

fometimes the God of rams ; Jometimes the Deity, who efcaped,

or rather who averted the evil; ftyiing him A^ouc^. This-

writer mentions alfo upon the mountain Hymettus
4

OjLt^ts

Aio^ jS^jW-o;,
mi ATroAAwj/o^ Ylgoo-^iz : altars to Zeuth Pluvius^

and to Apollo firnamed the looker out, or looking forwards.

If we confider the hiftories of Dana'e, Danaus, and the

Danaides, we iliall find them to be fragments of
hiftory,.

which relate to the fame event. Danae is faid to have been

the mother of Perfeus, who was conceived in fliowers, ex-

pofed in an ark ; and at laft a king of Argos. She is like-

wife reprefented as the mother of Argus, who founded in

38 Paul an. L. 2. p. 154.
39 Paufan. L. i. p. 78.
45 Paulan. L. i. p. 78.

Italy
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Italy
4I

Ardea, and Argiletutn : the true hiflory of which

places amounts to this, that they were founded by people,

ftyled Arkites. Danaus, who came into Greece, is faid to

have come over in the firft long fhip, which was" conftru&ed :

but the more ancient account is, that he was the firft builder

of a fhip ; which he defigned and fmifhed under the di-

rection of Minerva, or divine wifdom :
41

'TTTaQspsvYis A0jjy

avTWj va.vv
T/rguTOi;

%a.T<rx.Bvcur. This is the fame ftory,

which is told of Argus, the fuppofed fon of Inachus and

Niobe. It is likewife faid of Danaus, when he came to

Greece, that he came over nave biprord^ called by Greeks

KfJLQiTFgVfJLVtius ',
and that he built the Acropolis at Argos. But

the navis biprora was not a veffel commonly made ufe of to

pafs the feas : it was a copy of the facred fhip of Ifis : and I

have fhewn the hiftory, to which it alluded. I fhould there-

fore think, that this ftory does not relate to the arrival of

any particular perfon from 43
Egypt j but to the firft intro-

duction

*' Ardea quam dicitur urbem

Acrifione'i's Danae fundaffe colonis. Virg. -^ n - L. 7. v. 409.

She was fuppofed to have given name to Daunia ; and to have fettled there with

her two fons, Argeos and Argos. Servius in Virg. /En. L. 8. v. 345.

Tibur Argeo pofitu,m colono. Horat. L. 2. Od. 6. v. 5.

41
Apollodor. L. 2. p. '63.

45
It is faid that Danaus came from the Thebais of Egypt, where flood Chem-

mis near the city Noa. Perteus was worfhiped here. Herodot. L. 2. c. 91. He

calls the city Nen. The perfon alluded to under the character of Danaus was far

prior to the sera, allotted to him in the Grecian hiftory. He is faid to be the fon of

Belus, the fon of Neptune : alfo the brother of Sefofis, the fame as Seth and Zuth.

The name of the fhip was Danais. Aaraov fiteoxoftevov JTTO AjyvTrru 'cvpMTov X.X.TO.-

aj (pan)')' oQtv KOLI Aarai? e3cA>)6. Schol. in Apollon. Rhod. L. i. v. 4.

6 The
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duction of rites from that country ;
and efpecially the me-

morial of the Argo, from whence the place took its name.

And that there was fuch an introduction of rites, appears

from Hypermneftra the fuppofed daughter of Danaus, being

efteemed the **
prieftefs of Juno at that place. If, as I have

imagined, the words vqvg and vcax; are derived from Nau, and

Noah ; the name of Danaus relates not to a man, but is in

reality
4S da Naus, and iignifies literally the

J/Jtp.
The sera

therefore of Danaus is the aera of the fhip : being the precife

time, when fome model of this facred veffel was introduced ;

and the rites alfo and myfteries, with which it was attended,

The fifty daughters of Danaus were fifty priefteffes
of the

Argo ;
who bore the facred veffel on feftivals. I have men-

tioned that there was a temple in Egypt, called Ca Nobus,

erected to the God of feas ; to whom the element of water

in general was facred. Throughout the whole hiftory of

Danaus and his daughters, there will be found allufions to

the rites of this God. The Danaides are faid to have been

fent in quell of water : to have brought water to *6

Argos :

to have invented
vfyicu,

or 47
veffels for water : and laftly,

The daughters of Danaus are fuppofed to have introduced the S-eatnqo^y. from

Egypt : TW Titervv ^<x.v^nv e AiyuTna t^aycty'dcrcci. Herod. L. 2. c. 171,
44 Ev Apyei lepctrsuffSv 'Tyrefiftm?pet Aaraa. Eufeb. Chron. p. 29. 1. 40.
45

N1, Da, Chaldaice, ha;c, ifta, hoc, illud. See Daniel, c. 4. v. 27, and 0.7.

v.. 3. Of this laft I fhall treat hereafter at large.
46 Danaus is faid to have founded Aros.

EA0&)j> is Apyos uKitrev lva.%3 -zo-oA/n. Euripid. in Archelao apud Strabon.

L-5- P- 339-
7

A^
1

) 05 avufyov eoj> Aaxaa; 5iaav Apyos evu$(>ov. Strab. L. 8. p. 5/0. All

Greeks in the time of Homer feem to have been called Danai.

were
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were fuppofed to have been doomed in the {hades below to

draw water in buckets, which were full of holes. Every
circumftance of this hiftory is from Egypt. The natives of

that country were very afiiduous in conveying water from

one place to another. They likewife had particular jars,

which were facred to the God, whom the Greeks called

Canobus ; and were formed with a reprefentation of him.

Thefe Canobic veffels were fometimes made of 4S

porous
ftone : at other times of earth manufactured in fuch a man-

ner, as to have fmall holes in the bottom
; through which

they ufed to filter the water of the Nile, when it was either

turbid or faline. w
'Yfyiou sv TOI? pBgzTi Tq$ A/yyrra eittdzvi

yivs&su ofgcizLvciiy TgYi<rsi<; enroll Asrra? uwsp^s^, u^s ha rw
ezsivwv TO TeGdhufJism vfag S'ivT^ifypzvov a,7roh$o<&ai

This practice of filling veffels, which could

not hold the water put into them, feemed fuch a paradox to

the Grecians, that, when they came to confign fome of their

priefts and deities to the infernal manfions, they made this

the particular punifhment of the Danaides, on account of

their cruelty.

Among the various perfonages, under which the Patriarch

was reprefented, the principal feems to have been that of

Dionufus. He was by the mythologifts fuppofed to have had

48
They were called 2TastT<jca ayyeiae. Pivhi^ovTa. NeiAaior JJV>>. Hefych.

49 Snidas.

Ipfum Canobi fimulacrum, pedibus perexiguis, attrafto collo, et quafi fugillato,

ventre tumido, in modum hydride, cum dorfo fequaliter tereti formatur. Ruffin.

Hift. Ecclef. L. u. c. 26.

9 a fecond
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a fecond birth, and a renewal of life in the Theba or Ark.

Hence he was termed
jj&wygj/i^ :;

which the Greeks inter-

preted a Theban born, and made him a native of Boeotia :

but he was originally only worfhiped there; and his- rites, and

myfteries came from Egypt. This injuftice of the Greeks in

taking to themfelves every Deity, and hero, was complained
of by the Egyptians.

5 Ka$oAs 3s pan Tag 'EAAj^af sfci&w-

s(T$a; rzg STTKpa.vs^a.Tsg A/yyTmwy 'H^wa? rs y.cu Qsxg.

The principal terms, by which the ancients diftinguiflied

the Ark, were Theba, Baris, Arguz, Argus, Aren, Arene,

Arne, Laris, Boutus, Bceotus, Cibotus. Out of thefe they

formed different perfonages : and as there was apparently a

correfpondence in thefe terms, they in confequence of it in-

vented different degrees of 5I relation. Hence a large family

x Diodorus Sic. L. i. p. 21.
51 Of this turn in the Greeks innumerable in (lances will occur, as we proceed:

fome few I will here fubjoin.

Q;; O.TTO M; T>?;
[Jpo/JwQeoas, Steph. Byzant.

Hpofj.)$eus wo? ZiguxaA(W)'. Apollon. Rhod. L. ?. v. 1085. Schol.

Apvti BO/WTO)' EX tidesi<P<oos eyevwa-e. Diod. Sic. L. 4. p. 269.

Api; riccre/JWcs
rpofpo?. Lycoph. v. 644. Schol.

Arena QEbali, vel Bibali filia. Hygini Fab. 14. p. 46.

EOIOOTOV ITWVS -zs-aj^a., x* i'u,w(p>75 MsAanTTTrws. Paufixn. L. 9. p. 711.

Niobe faid to have been the daughter of Tantalus and Dione. Hyginus, Fab. 9.

p. 32.

$orw!'ju5 ATT/C y.a.1 N<0o;/r eyevrncre. Apollodor. L. 2. p. 39.

N/os zra*? Ag-yos.
Ibid.

Niobe the fitter of Pelops, and wife of Amphion. Strabo. L. 8. p. 552.

Auxw tfg et> Tif ivtgi QvGcov Ifopety ^tgTa ra KX.TCC AfoxaA^wca Zeus ftiytts hfapet
Tiri TiOaire, T.y

AfJL$>iTpva)voit ytvra, QnGw, yv SiSiuaiv flyvyw., ot<p
a Lyvym ft nti.

AAAos de
l^-opiy.os heytt, &>i Zew f>) fjuytit Aiyinnov ytvva. xrA. Lycoph.

Schol. ad v. 1207.

VOL. II. K k has
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has arifen from a few antiquated words, which related to the

fame hiftory, and of which many were nearly fynonymous.
In the account given above, we may perceive that the Ark,
and the chief perfon of the Ark, are often confounded : but

by the light, which is here afforded, the truth, I think, may.
be eafily difcovered,

O F



O F

Some particular TITLES and PERSONAGES;

Janus, Saturnus, Phoroneus, Pofeidon, Nereus,

Proteus, Prometheus.

/~TTVHE hiftory of the Patriarch was recorded by the an-

cients through their whole theology : but it has been

obfcured by their defcribing him under fo many different

titles, and fuch a variety of characters. They reprefented

him as Thoth, Hermes, Menes, Ofiris, Zeuth, Atlas, Phoro-

neus, Prometheus : to which lift a further number of great

extent might be added. All the principal Deities of the fea,

however diveriified, have a manifeft relation to him. But

among all the various perfonages, under which he may have

been reprefented, there are none, wherein his hiftory is de-

lineated more plainly, than in thofe of Saturn and Janus.

The latter of thefe is by fome fuppofed to have been the fame

as Javan, who is by Mofcs called p\ Between this name and

that of Janus there is thought to be a great fmiilitude. But

there is nothing to be obtained from the hiftory of Javan to

countenance this notion : whereas all the chief circumftances

K k 2 in
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in the life of Noah correfpond with the hiftory of Janus.

Hence, however fpecious the argument may be, which is

drawn from this fimilitude of terms, many perfons of great

learning have not fcrupled to determine that Noah and Janus

were the fame.

By Plutarch he is called
'

lawos, Jannus, and reprefented as.

an ancient prince, who reigned in the infancy of the world\

and who brought men from a rude and favage way of life to

a mild and rational fyftem : who was alfo the firft former of

civil communities, and introducer of national polity. He
was reprefented with two faces ; with which he looked both

forwards and backwards : and from hence he had the name

of Janus Bifrons. One of thefe faces was that of an aged

man : but in the other was often to be feen the countenance

of a young and beautiful perfonage. About him were many
emblems, to denote his different departments. There was.

particularly
a ftaff in one hand, with which he pointed to a

rock \ from whence iffued a profusion of water. In the

other hand he held a key. The defcription given of him by

Albricus feems to have been taken from fome painting,

which that perfon had feen. Janus erat Rex. Homo
fedens in throno fulgenti radiis circumquaque, qui duas fa-

O yap laci'o? (v TGI? sraAarois nraru, SITS Aa/juai!', fne /?c<7;Aeu, ysvop/.evos -sroAi-

T/sics >tai jeojcftjwxos, ex. ra ^npua^as KOU ciypm teyircu fJLtTa.a.h.etv TDV dWrwc. In

Nutna. Vol. I. p. 72.

IO.VVGS ia.as en ITX^IXV, xai GVVCUKWM TOIS auroBi (2apxpoi^ ^rt^cuXs -x.au

KOLI S~iani:a.v.--raj <&
pi

Ttiv iTccAictv a'JTos ctypioK KXI ctvofAOiS 2fgto[*.evys-

erspoj' (3iu tr%iifjux,, -SIS/TO:? KOU yaapyetv KO.I rUTQ/\ntva$ou} fj(.iTsSoc,As Y.CU

Plutarch. Quseft. Rom. Vol. 2. p. 269.
1
C. 14. p. 921.

10 cies
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cies habebat : quarum una ante fe, altera poft fe refpiciebat.

Juxta ilium quoque erat templum : et in manu ejus dextra

habebat clavem, qua templum ipfum aperire fe monftrabat.

In iiniftra vero habuit baculum, quo faxum percutere, et ex

illo aquam perducere videbatur. He had generally near

him fome refemblance of a
fliip ; particularly upon money,

which in aftertimes was coined to his honour. The Ro-

mans imagined that this was in memorial of the fhip, in

which Saturn was fuppofed to have come to Italy.

3 At bona pofteritas puppim fervavit in aere,

Hofpitis adventum teftificata Dei.

But what, colony, or what perfon ever came from the eafl to

Italy, who did not arrive in a
fliip

? It was a circumftance

common to all
;
and too general to be particularly recorded.

Betides, why fhould the money of Janus refer to the hiftory

of another perfon ? Plutarch therefore does not accede to the

common notion : but ftill makes it a queftion,
4

why -the

coins of this perfonage bore on one fide lawx fottgWWKW

.,
the refemblance of Janus bifrons ; and had on the other

'sr^vfjivr^j t\ TZT^o^aj' sy^s^a^ayiU-S!^, the reprefentation

either of the hind part, or the fore part of a Jhip. Ovid feems

to have been much puzzled to find out the hiftory, and pur-

port of this deity.

5
Quern tamen efle Deum dicam te, Jane biformis ?

Nam tibi par nullum Grsecia numen habet.

1 Ovid. Faft. L. i. v. 239,
4

QujEft. Rom. p. 274.
J

Faft. L. i. v. 89,

The
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The Romans indeed had in a manner appropriated him to

theinfelv.es. There were however many divinities fimilar to

him both in Greece and Egypt : and the original perfon, to

whom this character related, may be eafily known. To him

they attributed the invention of a
6

{hip : and he is faid to

have firft compofed a chaplet. Upon the Sicilian coins of

Eryx his figure often occurs with a twofold countenance;

and on the reverfe is a dove encircled with a 7

crown,

which feems to be olive. He was reprefented as a juft man,
and a prophet : and had the remarkable characleriftic of

being in a manner the author of time, and the god of the

year. Under this defcription he is addreffed by Ovid :

Jane bifrons, anni tacite labentis origo.

From him they denominated the firft month of the year ;

9 !cw8a<0 ctTro T8 Ixvvz. He was ftyled Matutinus ; as if to

him were owing the renewal of light and day.

There was a tradition that he raifed the firft
I0

temple to

Heaven ; though they looked upon him as a deity, and one

of the eight original divinities. In the hymns of the Salii

he was fcyled the
"
god of gods. In this and many other

refpeds he was fimilar to the Cronus of the Greeks, whom

Orpheus ftyles

6

ripwro)' Secreq.aroi
1 ivosh't 'ton a^otzs, jcai -srAs<a. Athenams. L. 15. p. 692.

7 Parut. Siciii.i.

*
Fafh L. i. v. L- 5 .

9 Plutarch, in Nil ma. p. 72-.

Hence he was ftyled Tcmplorum pofitor.

Saliorum quoquc amiquiflimis canninibus Deorttm L'?;:s cunicur. Macrob. Sat.

L. i. p. 159.
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y Mamguv rs sw UTQLTS^ tfSs %&i tutgutj

KPONE, DAITENETOP
TS |3?ia?jtta,

KCU Ovgavx oig-s^osvrog

-srocn, repvs I1POMH0ET.

We fee here under the character of Cronus a- perfon de-

fcribed, who was the founder of mankind in general ; and of

thofe in particular, who affumed the title of M&mgsg A$0wa~

TO/, Aa/p^s? ; and who were efteemed a fuperior order of

beings. This perfon is alfo faid to have been the renewer of

time, which commenced from him : and is reprefented as

one, who fprang from the I4 earth ; and at the fame time was

the offspring of Heaven. He is further defcribed as $vr,$.

fjwutofis j one, by whom all things were introduced into life :

and he is finally ftyled trspos TLgQfJUtiQsvs,
the venerable Pro-?

fheus'y the fame, in whom, mankind was faid to have been
15 renewed..

I have taken notice that there was fcarce any circumftance,

however minute, mentioned by Mofes concerning the Ark

and Noah, but was recorded in the family of Ham. It is

faid of the Patriarch, that he was a man of the earth, and

{killed in planting and fowing, and every fpecies of agricul-

ture. When he conftructed the Ark, he made a window

in it
; through which after a feafon he looked forth, and faw

the ruins of the former world. He made alfo a door in the.

11 Hymn. 13.
13 Naturae obftetrix : fo correfted by the Author.
'*

Analogous to
avO/woTros yw. Gen. c. 9. v. 20.

M 'Gs 'srXa.-ntiv cuO^&was ffj-uQeuero. Eufeb. Chron. p. 103. rtyojiojCW, .;?.

Syncellus. p. 149.

Ark
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Ark ;
which was a circumftance continually commemorated

by the gentile writers. The entrance through it they efteemed

a paffage to death and darknefs : but the egrefs from it was

reprefented as a return to life : hence the opening and fhut-

ting of it were religioufly recorded. And as the flay in the

Ark was an intermediate ftate between a loft world, and a

world renewed ; this was alfo alluded to in their hierogly-

phical reprefentations. We accordingly find Janus defcribed

with two faces
; having a retrofpect to what was paft, as well

as a view forward to what was to come : and he was efteemed

a perfon,
6
cui omnis rei initium et finem tribuebant : to

whom they attributed the end and the beginning of all things.

They ftyled him Patulcius and Clufius, in allufion to the

hiftory above given : and he had the title of Junonius, from

the Arkite Dove Jonah, which the Latines exprefTed
I?

Juno.

There is a fragment from an ancient hymn, preferved by

Terentianus Maurus ; in which we have an epitome of the

Patriarch's hiftory under the character of Janus.

Jane Pater, Jane tuens, Dive biceps, biformis,

O cate rerum Sator, O principium Deorum !

Stridula cui limina, cui cardinei tumultus,

Cui referata mugiunt aurea clauftra mundi.O

He is ftyled by another poet

Templorum pofitor, templorum fancle refector.

By this is meant, that he was a renewer of religious rites,

6
Albricus Philof. c. 14. p. 921.

17
In the Roman Calendar publiflied by Gaffendus the firft day of January is fa-

cred JANO JUNONI. See Gaflend. Calendar. Jul. Casiaris. p. 22.

and
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and the worfhip of the Deity. Some would confine this to

Italy. Xenon accordingly fays of Janus,
l8
in Italia primum

Diis templa feciffe, et ritus inftituifle facrorum. He was

reputed the fame as Apollo ; and had the title of y^a/o;,

or the Deity of the door^ or paj/age : and his altars were

placed immediately before the door of the houfe, or temple,

where his- rites were celebrated. I9

Ejus aras ante lores iuas

celebrant, ipfum introitus et exltus demonftrantes potenterL.

In memorial of his hiftory every door among the Latines

had the name of Janua : and the firft month of the year

was named Januarius from Janus, as being an opening to a

new aera, and in fome degree a renewal of time. A<o \y.i>-

sav stones Tjj/ Svgav, mi lowxagiov ^vcx, rov Svgcuoy tr^ocr-

S17TOV.

Ovid has continual allufions to this hiftory. Janus is by
him fuppofed to be the chaotic deity ; and at the fame time

to prefide over every thing, that could be fhut, or opened ;

and to be the guardian of the doors of Heaven.

Me Chaos antiqui, nam res fum prifca, vocabant :

Afpice, quam longi temporis acla canam.

Quicquid ubique vides, ccelum, mare, nubila, terras,

Omnia funt noftra claufa, patentque manu.

Me penes eft unum vafti cuftodia mundi ;

Et jus vertendi cardinis omne meum eft.

Praeiideo foribus cceli.

18 Macrob. Sat. L. i. p. 157.
19 Ibidem, p. 158. from Nigidius.
10

Porphyr. de Nympharum Antro. p. 264.
11

Faft. L. i. v. 103.

VOL. II. L 1 What
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What the poet means by Chaos, will be hereafter plainly

difclofed. Macrobius having in his Saturnalia afforded a

general account of the mythology of Janus, introduces a cu-

rious lift of thofe titles, under which the Romans ufed to

invoke him.
l

In facris quoque invocamus Janum gemi-

num, Janum patrem, Janum Junonium, Janum Confivum,

Janum Quirinum, Janum Patulcium, et Clufivium.-1 Janum

Patrem, quafi Deorum Deum : Confivum a conferendo, id

eft, a propagine generis humani, qua Jano auctore conferi-

tur. The reafons, which the author afterwards produces for

thefe titles being originally conferred, are not always fatif-

faclory. The terms however contain matter of great confe-

quence ; and we may plainly perceive the true hiftory, to

which they allude. According to Cornificius the name of

Janus was properly
* 3 Eanus ; and, as he would infimulate,

from eo, to go. But Eanus was undoubtedly the fame as

Oivo(.g of the Greeks, and the lonas of the eaftern nations : by
which was fignified a Dove. Hence it was that Janus had

the name of Junonius ; for lona and Juno were the fame.

And hence it was, that the coins of Janus in Sicily had upon
the reverfe a Dove furrounded with a chaplet ; which feems

to be a chaplet of Olive.

The Romans made a diftinction between Janus and Sa-

turn ; and fuppofed them to have been names of different

men : but they were two titles of the fame perfon. Saturn

is reprefented as a man of great piety and juftice ; under

"
L. i. p. 159.

13 Cornificius Etymorum libro tertio, Cicero, ir.quir, non Janum, fed Eanum

nominat. Macrob. Sat. L. i. c. 9. p. 158.

whom
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whom there was an age of felicity ; when as yet there were

no laws, no fervitude, no feparate property.
x* Rex Satur-

nus tantae juftitise
fuiffe traditur, ut neque fervierit fub illo

quifquam, neque quicquam private rei haberet : fed omnia

communia. He is by Lucian made to fay of himfelf,
zs

vSeii;

VTT
SjU.8

JaAos Y\V. The Latines in great meafure confine his

hiftory to their own country ; where, like Janus, he is re-

prefented as refining and modelling mankind, and giving

them laws. At other times he is introduced as prior to

law ; which are feeming contrarieties, very eafy to be recon-

ciled.

Saturn is by Plato fuppofed to have been the fon of

Oceanns : by others he was looked upon as the offspring of

Ccelus. The poets fpeak of him as an ancient king, in

whofe time there was no labour, nor feparate property ; the

earth producing every thing fpontaneoufly for the good of

man. He was however at other times defcribed with that

emblem of hufbandry, the
z6

fickle, in his hand : and repre-
fented as going over the whole earth, teaching to plant, and

to fow ;

17
Vitifator, curvam fervans fub imagine falcem.

The Aufonians in particular thought themfelves upon thefe

accounts to be greatly indebted to him. Diodorus Siculus

~*
Juftin. L. 43. c. i.

15

Dialog, ev rots
-srpos Kgsnov. See Bochart. Phaleg. L. i.e. i. and VofT. Idol.

L. i. c. i8.-p. 140.
6 Cum falce, mefiis infigni. Macrob. Sat. p. 157.

Saturnus velato capite, falcem gerens. Fulgent. Mytholog. L. i. c. 2.
'

Virgil. JEneid. L. 7. v. 179.

LI 2
gives
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gives the fame hiftory of Saturn, as is by Plutarch above

given of Janus.
3 E ay^a &QJTW si? qpegov fiiov fjisrctf^ou

aypg>aMr8.
He brought mankind from their foul and favage

way of feeding to a more mild and rational diet. He was alfo

like Janus defcribed with keys in his hand : and the coins

ftruck in honour of him had on their reverfe the figure of a

{hip. For this Ovid gives an idle reafon ; to which I have

before fpoken in the account of Janus.

19 Caufa ratis fupereft : Thufcum rate venit ad amnem
Ante pererrato falcifer orbe Deus.

He was looked upon as the 3 author of time ;
and often held

in his hand a
fer'pent, whofe tail was in its mouth, and

formed a circle : and by this emblem they denoted the reno-

vation of the year. They reprefented him as of an uncom-

mon age, with hair white as fnow : yet they had a notion,

that he could return to fecond childhood. He was particu-

larly ftyled
3 '

Sator : and we have a remarkable defcription

of him in Martianus Capella, who fpeaks of him under that

title.
*

Saturnus Sator, greliibus tardus, ac remorator, in-

cedit, glaucoque amidtu te&us caput. Protendebat dextera

flammivomum quendam draconem caudas fuse ultima devo-

rantem
Jpfi.us

autem canities pruinofis nivibus candicabat :

licet etiam ille puer pofTe fieri crederetur. Martial's addrefs to
i J>J J

'

D'odor. L. 5. p. 334.
19 Faft. L. i. v. 233.

Ipfe, qui auftor temporum. Macrob. Sat. L. i. p. 214.
'

IJe was fuppofed by fome to have from lience received his name. A fatu

diiflus Saturnus. Varro de Ling. Lat. L. i. p. 18.

r' L. 1. C. 2.
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him, though fhort, has in it fomething remarkable : for he

fpeaks of him as a native of the former world.

33

Antiqui Rex inagne poli, mundique prioris,

Sub quo prima quies, nee labor ullus erat.

I have mentioned that he was fuppofed, xaraTrivsiv, to have

fwallowed up his children : he was alfo faid to have ruined all

things ; which however were reftored with a vaft increafe.

34
^ ciTrOUICtS

fJLSV QLKQLVTOLj %QLl

To other Gods the Romans facrificed, capite operto, with

their heads 3S veiled : but in the rites of Saturn the veil was

taken 36

away. He had the name of Septimianus : and the

Saturnalia, which were days fet apart for his rites in Decem-

ber, were in number 37 feven. During thefe, great indul-

gences were allowed to flaves ; and they fat down with their

mafters at the fame table, and partook without any diftinclion

of the fame food ; in memorial of that equality, which pre-
vailed in the days of Saturn. They were permitted to laugh,

and to jeft : and it was criminal to fhew any referve. Thefe

rites are faid to have been of great antiquity ;
far prior to the

foundation of Rome. The Poet Accius looked upon them as

the fame as thofe, which the Grecians ftyled K^owct ; and de-

fcribes them in the following manner :

" L. 12. Epig. 6.3.

'*
Orphic. Hymn. 12. v. 3.

35 Plutarch. Quceftion. Rom. p. 266,

Grscorum more, aperto capite res divina fit. Macrob. Sat. L. i, p. 156.
37 Ibid. p. 1 60.

Maxima
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38 Afoxima pars Graium Saturno, et maxime Athenae,

Conficiunt facra, quae Cronia effe iterantur ab illis.

Eumque diem celebrant per agros j urbefque fere omnes

Exercent epulis lasti ; famulofque procurant

Quifque fuos : noftrique itidem : et mos traditus illinc

Ifte, ut cum dominis famuli epulentur ibidem.

It is obfervable, that among the Romans Saturn feems to

have been held in a ftate of confinement for the greater part

of the year. Towards the expiration of that term in De-

cember, when the Saturnalia began, there was a myfterious

ceremony of taking off thefe bonds, and fuffering the Deity
to be in a manner at large. We, I think, may fee what this

cuftom alluded to, though it was a fecret to the ancients.

39 Cur autem Saturnus ipfe in compedibus vifatur, Verrius

Flaccus fe ignorare dicit. Saturnum Apollodorus alligari ait

per annum lanep vinculo; et folvi ad diem fibi feftum, id eft,

menfe Decembri.

Many thought that Janus was the fame as both Apollo
and Diana ;

the fame alfo as
4

Helius, and with good reafon.

He was alfo the fame as Dionufus, and Saturn. Of the laft

I have obferved, that the Romans ftyled him Sator ; making
ufe of a term in their own language, which was not inappli-

cable to his hiftory. Yet I cannot help thinking that this

38 Macrob. Sat. L. i. p. 155. Athenasus. L. 14.
39 Macrob. Sat. L. i. p. 156. Statius alludes to the fame cuftom:

Saturnus mihi compede exoluta,

Et multo madidus mero December,

Et ridens jocus, et fales protervi

Adfint. Sylv. L. i. cap. 6. v. 4.
4 Macrob. L. i. c. 9. p. 157, 158.

was
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was not a title of Roman original, but imported from Egypt
and Syria by the Pelafgi ; and adopted by the people of Italy.

It feems to be a compound of Sait Our, which among the

eaflern nations Signified Oliva Ori, five Dei ; or Oliva cre-

leftis. All the upper part of Egypt was named Sait, and the

people Saitas. The Athenians came from thence ; and they
were 4I

Saitae : and it is faid of them, that they were deno-

minated from the Olive. Minerva was ftyled Saitis
;
and was

worfhiped under that title at Pontinus near 4*

Epidaurus.
She was undoubtedly fo named from the Olive, Sait, which

was peculiarly facred to her. The moft ancient priefts of

Dionufus were called Saturi and Tituri, from Sat-Ur, and

Tit-Ur : the former were fo named from the object, and the

latter from the *3
place of their worfhip. Saturn was not un-

known to the ancient Germans : among- whom he was wor-* O

fhiped by the name of Seatur. He is defcribed by Verflegan
as ftanding upon a fifli with a wheel in one hand, and in the

other a veffel of water filled with fruits and 44
flowers. Sche-

dius mentions him by the name of Crodo; and fays that he

was the fame as the Saturn of the Romans. 45 In Arce Hartef-

burgh ad Sylvam Hercyniam juxta montem Melibochij civi-

tatemque Goflarenfem, Saxones coluere Idolum Crodo : Sa-

41 ATTOIXBS SaiTWJ'. Diod. Sicul. L. i.e. 24. ATTJ sAaia; 'EAAwre;. Chron.

Pale hale. p. 49.
41 Pauian. L. 2. p. 198.
4!

Tit-Ur, fjLoK^oi wAw, the name cf thofe high altars, where the rites of Orus

\j'ere celebrated. The Tituri were properly Titurians ; the Saturi, Sscru^ci,
Sa-

turians.

44 P. 78.
45 De Diis Germanis. Syntaj. 4. c. 2. p. 493?

6 turnum
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turnum dixere Latini. Erat Senex ftans in pifce, nudis pe-

dibus, et lineo vinculo cindlus : tenebat rotam, et urnam

plenam frugibus, rods, et pomis. Una cum Ifide cultus

fuit. The name of the mountain Melibochi, where this

woriliip was carried on, feems to be a variation of the an-

cient terms Melech Bochus, the Lord Bochus. Bacchus was

often miftaken for Dionufus, and in many countries called

Bochus, and 4* Bocchus.

The Patriarch, under whatever title he may come, is ge-

nerally reprefented as the father of Gods, and men.

47

But in the character of Phoroneus (for
in this he is plainly

alluded to) he feems to be defcribed merely as the firft of

mortals. Hence by an ancient Poet, quoted by
48 Clemens

of Alexandria, he is ftyled Qoguvsvi;, 'Wour^ Swrnw wugUTruv.

The mythologifts vary greatly about the genealogy of this

perfonage : but generally fuppofe him to have been the fon

of 49 Inachus and Niobe. The outlines of his hiftory are

marked very ftrongly ;
fo that we cannot miftake the perfon,

to whom the mythology relates. He is faid to have lived in

the time of the 5 flood j and, as I have before iliewn, was

46 In Mauritania and Numidia Bacchus was exprefied Bocchus.

47 Hefiod. Theog. v. 47.
43 Strom. L. i. p. 380.
49 Nic>) -)aftgT>i TB Iraj^a, jt*wT/

<Tg QoQMvius. Eufeb. Chron. p. 24.

Ibid.

50 Clem. Alexand. L. i. p. 380. Syncellus. p. 125. He fpeaks of the firft de-

the
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the reputed father of all mankind. Fie was alfo the firft,

who built an Sl altar ; which is faid to have been ere&ed to

Juno. He firft collected men together, and formed them

into petty
r" communities. He likewife firft gave

S3
laws,

and diftributed juftice : whereas before, the way of life

among men was favage ; and every thing determined by vio-

lence. They afcribe to him the diftribution of mankind by
their families and nations over the face of the earth :

54 Idem,

nationes diftribuit : which is a circumftance very remarkable.

Nonnus ftyles him ss

A^syoi/o^ : which may fignify either

Ilg'WToyoz'Of, the firft-born of the world, or j^a/yewjf, a native

of the ark. Anticlides efteemed him the moft ancient king
in s6 Greece : but s7 Acufilaus looked upon him more truly

as the firft man. This agrees with the teftimony, before

given from the ancient Poet in s8
Clemens, who fpoke of him

51

Hyginus. Fab. 274.
^

Qiguvevs <Tg o Iva^y THS
arS^oj/rss o-vi'vya^e WOWTOS 5 xoivov. Paufan. L. 2,

P- 145-
JJ

3>cpcoveu5'
arcis Ifap^a Y.O.I N;ob)j5 i<7a;5 i&guTK vopxs KOC.I xpnnpiot wpia-. Syncellus.

p. 67, 125.
54

Hyginus. Fab. 14^.
55 He is here made the father of Niobe, whom the Poet calls Kupw Apxeyorou

3>of>wo;. L. 32. p. 804.
6
Anticlides Phoroneum antiquiffimum Grascis regem nuncupat. Plin. L. 7.

c. 56.
7 A>cao-;Ao5 $opmzcc. TSTgurov avQpamav yei'taQxi. Clem. Alex. Strom. L. i.

p. 380.

Many fuppofe him to have been the firft king upon earth. Phoroneus, primus
mortalium regnavit. Lutatius Placidus in Statii Theba'fd. L. 4. v. 589. Compare
thefe accounts with the hiflory of Deucalion,

O
-srpajTos -ETon/Hre oopas, xa.i efetfjutro i-aas,

AOa^aTO*;'
TO-pwTO?

frs. xcci a^pcaTruv fieta-iteuej'. Apollon. Rhod. L. 3. v. 1086.
58 Clemen. Alex, fupra.

VOL. II. M m as
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as the father of mankind. In fhort, he was the ultimate,

to which Grecian hiftory referred. 59
Ilacra

ttfoLg 'EAT^tn

g 0.7:0 row
Ivotyvv ygowv mi Qoguvsui; sis T&

i. AH the great occurrences of Greece arefub-

fequent to the times of Inachus a?id Phoroneus ; and are de-

duced in a feries from that cera. To fay the truth, Phoro-

neus, Apis, Inachus, Zeuth, Deucalion, Prometheus, were

all one perfon : and with that perfon commenced the Gen-

tile hiftory, not of Greece only, but of the world.
6o
Ovtiw

izrgQ lvtt.y(8
%cu <&ogwswf 'EAAi^tT^ ifogsirou. Some have fup-

pofed Niobe to have been the mother of Phoroneus : others

make him the fon of
'

Archia : others again of
6a

MelifTa.

But this genealogy is idle : and it will be found that Archia,

Niobe, and MelifTa, like Rhea, Cybele, and Damater, are

mere titles, by which a female perfonage was denoted, who
was fuppofed to have been the genius of the ark, and the

mother of mankind.

The Patriarch was alfb commemorated by the name of

Pofeidon. Hence in the Orphic hymns he is addrefled un-r

t-rfsm
^ej. ^,5 character, as the father of Gods and men.

63 KhvQi IlocrsiJaof ZWQS TJTU.I 'urs

19
Syncellus. p, 126. See Plat. Timasus.

60

Syncell. p. 68.
61

Inachus ex Archia forore fua procreavit Phoroneum, qur primus mortalium

dicitur regnafle. Hyginus. Fab. 143. p. 250.
u

Apollodorus. L. 2. p. 58. She is alfo called Melitta.
1

Hymn. 16. Zeus is generally made the brother of Pofeidon-, but is here

fpoken of as his father : which mews how little we can depend upon the theogony

of the Greeks, when they treat of genealogies.
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Ovgowuv, M&xagwv TS wv
'Grct.Tsg, Y\$e xcu

vyisi&v

We find him here to be alfo called the author of peace, and

reft : which is confonant to his true character. His
very-

name betokened 64

peace. He is likewife faid to have been

the caufe of affluence ; becaufe through him the fruits of the

earth were renewed. Hence we find him in many different

characters reprefented with fruits, and flowers, and other

emblems of plenty.

As Noah was the Pofeidon of the Greeks, we need not

wonder at the epithets beftowed upon that Deity ; fuch as

ITar^, Acr<paA<0, TevsTto^ Fe^A/o^, OuraApo?, or Sativus.

The laft was a title given him by the people of 6s Hermione :

and under the character of Neptune Genefius, he held a

temple in Argolis near Nauplia. Hard by was a fpot of

ground, called the place of defcent :

"
7878 <T ey(Tou ywgiov

aAAo A7roa$|U,0 ; fimilar to the place called AjroJaaTljfWU upon
mount Ararat, mentioned by

6;

Jofephus ; and undoubtedly
named from the fame ancient hiftory. The tradition among
the people of Argolis was, that the place was named ATTO-

ba$|ao, or place of defcent ; becaufe in this fpot Danaus

made his firft defcent from the
68

fhip, in which he came

64
Noe, requies. Ifidor. Origin. L. 7. c. 6.

NW, araTraw/s. Theoph. ad Autolyc. L. 3. p. 391,
65 Paufan. L. 2. p. 188.
66

Paufan. L. 2. p. 201.
67

Antiq. L. i.e. 3. p. 16.
8
Paufan. L. 2. p. 201.

M m 2 over.
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over. In Arcadia was a temple of 69
IloirgjJ&w STTOTT^, of

Neptune looking out. None of thefe titles have the leaft re-

ference to the Pagan Pofeidon, as God of the fea : but to the

hiftory of the Patriarch they have a wonderful relation, and

are particularly applicable.

Noah was alfo figured under the hiftory of Nereus, an-

other deity of the fea ; and his character of an unerring pro-

phet, as well as of a juft, righteous, and benevolent man is

very plainly defcribed :

70

Ni^sa <T
cL-fysvfa HOLI aA]$a ys^aro

OLVTClg

TS, tcou YITTW

He is termed by ^fchylus 'STaAa/yg^^ ; and is mentioned

by Orpheus as a fon of the Ocean, but of all others the moft

ancient.

71

Proteus was another title of the fame perfonage. He is re-

prefented by Homer as an ancient prophet, a perfon of great

truth,
72

ysguv ot?uo$, MOJU-S^T/]?,
A&averto? HgwTsv; ; from whom

all nature was to be deduced, as from a firft caufe. In his

departments he was the fame as Pofeidon :

69
rioo-g/^rwos ETOTTTH vaos. Paufan. L. S. p. 662. Similar to this were the al-

tars in Attica upon Mount Hymettus, BWJW.OJ O/A^(a A<or> VMI ATroAAwro;

Paufan. L. i. p. 78.
70 Hefiod. Theog. v. 233.

1

Orphic. Argonaut, v. 334.
71

OdylT. A. v. 383.
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iiu, 'sromj a

<pv<rew$

, iffo7wisho$y emfoifJLsvog
TCI T sonct,,

TS <GT0<r0gj' sw, o<ra r

Harra

As time with the ancients commenced at the Deluge ; and

all their traditions, and all their genealogies terminated here:

even the birth of mankind went with them no higher than

this epocha : they made the ocean in confequence of this the

Father of all things. Under this charader, which was no

other than that of Nereus, Proteus, and Pofeidon, they repre-

fented the Patriarch, the real Father of the poftdiluvian world..

He was the sos rtvenog, Fsi'S^Aio?, pyTotyuos ; and was wor-

fhiped alfo as Oceanus. The poets often allude to him un-

der this title :

74
H^gai/oj/ #aAsw, TffctTsg OHpiTW, cusv

A@tx.vct.Tow TS ew
75

Juno tells Jupiter, that (lie is going to pay a vifit to Tethys
and Oceanus, from whom the gods were derived.

E/jW.< yea*
76

i
IJL

v

73
Orphic. Hymn. 24.

74
Orphic. Hymn. 2.

75 Homer. Iliad. v. 246.
76 Homer. Iliad. S. v. 200.

Hence,
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Hence, when it was {aid in the early hiflories, which Thales

and other Grecians copied, that all things were derived from

77 water ; I do not believe, that the ancient Mythologies re-

ferred to that element, as the wAij, or material principle; but

to the deluge, as an epocha, when time, and nature, and man-

kind were renewed. Plutarch mentions it, as an Egyptian

notion, that all things proceeded from water : but at the fame

time tells us,
78

Osrigiv QJCSCLVOV, that firis was Oceanus. Hence

the doctrine amounts to no more than this ; that all were de-

rived from Ofiris, the fame as Pofeidon, the fame alfo as Dio-

nufus, the Father of mankind.

NOAH, NOAS, NTS, NOTS, N U S U S.

TT appears, I think, clearly, that the hiftory of Noah is to

be found in the mythology of Janus, Saturn, Pofeidon,

Zeuth, and Prometheus
; as well as in the accounts given of

other ancient perfonages. And this hiftory would have been

abundantly more clear, if the Greeks had not abufed the

terms, traditionally delivered ; and tranfpofed them to words

in their own language. Of this abufe I have before given ao o o

remarkable inftance from the fchool of 79

Anaxagoras : and

at the fame time endeavoured to (hew, that the term Now;,

which the difciples of this philofopher interpreted mens,

77 Thales ex aqua dixit conflrare omnia. Cic. in Lucullo.

Aquam initium rerum. Cic. de Nat. Deorum. L. i. c. 10.

AO^YIV -riav 'ura.vTuv
vfcap. Diogen. Laert. Thales.

78
If. et Ofir. p. 364.

79 See p. 202.

ratio,
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ratio, intellectus, was in reality the name of a perfon, and re-

lated to the Patriarch. In the mean time I am well aware

that Anaxagoras fuperadded P8, by which is meant thought
and defign, to matter. Diogenes Laertius has given a very

juft account of this philofopher's opinion. HCLVTU

*

eircx. vv? sA$wi/ CLVTCX,
hsiM<r(ji.Yi<re' troig

o mi Nx

eiQiQ' Cicero fpeaks to the fame purpofe.
Sl Anaxa-

goras, qui accepit ab Anaximene difciplinam, primus om-

nium rerum defcriptionem et modum mentis infinite vi ac

ratione defignari et eonfici voluit. I therefore do not mean

to make a hiftory void, which is fo determinately affirmed.

Anaxagoras deferved great honour for embracing and pro-

mulging among his countrymen this truth, wherefoever he

may have obtained it. But when he, or his followers, milled

by found, would annex this term to a perfon ; and fuppole
that Zeuth, or Prometheus, was by interpretation

'*
1/00$ y

mens ; they are guilty of a great miftake. For what they
call foo? and mg in a philofophical fenfe, was the eternal

Mind : what they appropriate to a perfon, was a term of a

different purport. It was in fhort a proper name. When
therefore Eufebius tells us, 'E^j^soacn Now rov A/a'

ay sAsyoy J^o xcti
[JLV@svwTa.i TZS KvQgWTrss

j
if we take the hiftory without his comment, it

will be found for the moft part true. The original account

So

Si

Vol. I. p. 82.

De Nat. Deor. L. i. c. n. Plutarch. In Pericle. p. 15.1..

Ci Jc A.icc^a.y.py.^1 e:^)ir(vBat iti> rev .10.' Dp/m/Gfa Ji \"av eAeyov' J'to v.a.1

jj.'J]-
:vo\-Tai TH? acb^wTHi jMSTaTrgTrAaffBa*, JcrA. Eur'ib. Iliit. Synagoge. p. 974.

ri(>G(MJQevs vus. Syncfllus. p. 149.

yap e^-iv arOwTTi:? c j-aj. Eufcb. Chron. p. 26,

was,
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was, that not only Zeus, or Zeuth, but alfo Prometheus, qui

genus hominum refinxit, who renewed the race of man^ was

Noos, or Noah. Prometheus, raifed the firft altar to the

Gods; conftrucled the
* 3

firft fhip ; and tranfmitted to pofte-

rity many ufeful inventions :

84
'WcfJTct.

Prometheus was fuppofed to have lived in the time of the

deluge ; and to have been guardian of Egypt at that 8s fea-

fon. His influence was limited to that region ; becaufe the

later Egyptians, like the people of Phocis, Argos, Theffaly,

and Dodona, confined the deluge to the boundaries of their

own country. From thefe accounts we may plainly fee the

perfon, who is alluded to under the character of Prometheus.

He was the fame as Ofiris
;

the fame alfo as Dionufus, the

great hufbandman, the planter of the vine, and inventer of

the plough. But inftead of having the character of Dionufus

juftly appropriated, we find him reprefented in the fame falfe

light, as Prometheus. Accordingly Macrobius tells us,
85

Phy-
fici Aiovwov, AIDS i/ay, dixerunt. Dios was the ancient term

from whence came the word Deus : and the name of Dio-

nufus relates not to yoo, mens, but to Nufos, Noah ; being
a compound of Dios-Nufos, for fo his name was properly

3 GaAacrrcTT/ {zyxTa J' Kris aAAos arr'

AivoTrrep'tupe va.wn7\wv o^w/x.aTa. /Efch. Pronieth. p. 31.
8*

Ibid.

8j Diodorus Sic. L. i. p. 16.

Saturn. L. i. c. 18. p. 201. The reafon, that he gives, is, becaufe Dionufus

was the Sun; and the Sun was AIM jw, five mundi mcns.

exprefTed.

9
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exprefled. Hence Philoftratus fays,
8?
Nv<no$ o Aiovvtrog a/ro

TYIS sv lv$Qt$ Nwtis onp,ttsTXt. This, as
88

I have obferved, is

fo far true, that Diormfus was ftyled Nufius, and Nufus ; and

explains the compofition of the former term. But it was

not from the city Nufa in India, nor from any of the cities

called Nufa, for there were many, that he had this name :

on the contrary, they were all denominated from him. And
this name was exprefTed Noa, Noos, Nous, Nus, Nufus ; and

otherwife varied. This the Grecians might have known :

but they feem induftrioufly to have adopted it in a wrong
fenfe : and in confequence of it numberlefs abfurdities have

arifen to the ruin of much good hiiiory. By the help of the

miftaken term voog or ygf, and of its derivative
vosgog, and

yoiyro?, they pretend to find out much myfterious and recon-

dite knowledge ; all which was utterly unknown to thofe,

from whom they received their intelligence. There are

numberlefs inftances of this in Porphyry, and Jamblichus ;

and in Proclus upon the Platonic philofophy. It is to be ob-

ferved, that, when Chriftianity had introduced a more ra-

tional fyftem, as well as a more refined worfhip, among man-
kind

;
the Pagans were ftruck with the fublimity of its

dodrines, and tried in their turns to refine. But their mif-

fortune was, that they were obliged to abide by the theo-

logy, which had been tranfmitted to them ; and to make the

hiltory of the Gentile Gods the bafis of their procedure.
This brought them into immenfe difficulties, and equal ab-

furdities : while they laboured to folve, what was inexpli-
'

Vita Apollon. L. 2. c. i. p. 56.
83 o

See p. 709, 210.

VOL. II. N n cable
;
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cable ; and to remedy what was paft cure. Hence we meet

with many dull and elaborate fophifms even in the great

Plutarch : but many more in after times, among the writers,

of whom I am fpeaking. Proclus is continually ringing the

changes upon the terms 1/00$, vosgos,
and VOYITOS : and explains,

what is really a proper name, as if it fignifled fenfe, and intel-

leEi. In confequence of this he tries to fubtilize, and refine

all the bafe jargon about Saturn, and Zeus : and would per-

fuade us, that the moft idle and obfcene legends related to

the divine mind, to the eternal wifdom, and fupremacy of

the Deity. Thus he borrows many exalted notions from

Chriftianity ;
and blends them with the bafeft allay, with

the dregs of Pagan mythology. Whether I am in the right,

let the reader judge from a part of the Fifth Book of Pro-

clus, exprefsly upon this fubject. After having premifed,
that Cronus was

tzr^wnj'os fiotviheve Twit voegwv su>v y
and that

by Zeus binding his father is to be underftood a reafonable

89

apprehension, or comprehenfion ; he comes at laft to fpeak
more fully.

9 To <jg aAj$g oce %* N&
ju-gy

s?iv o

'TsAwj' Nas <Jg o
{jLeyifQi; ZsvC Nag sfcars^og wv, ?i

vo'f,7og O.VTOS. Ila? ya^ vzg si? avrov g^g^a/rTa/, 'Uf^g Jg

TTis-gspet, largos
ZOLVTOV svegysi. Tlgo/;

Jg SOLVTQV

KOLl
Iff^OS

TO. %> VOY1TOV ?IV OL^O.
KCU VQSgW 'H

fJtV
mi

'

'Oi
K^ocic; JWjwoj fw^mu; iw 'fctpi'K'n^fW auvavovrau rtf vomu THTB : to which

the author adds this curious obfervation, KOLI ya.% o (Psa/uuis "wtpiX-n-^is e^t ruv a-uv-

JeoftevKv. Proclus in Platonis Theogon. L. 5. c. 5. p. 256.
90 Ibid.

He fays of Law, Nojwos STTI Kgovz. Na 7 ctp s^-iy o vop.cs ia.vop.v. X.T. A. L. 5.

c. 9. p. 263.
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rfs vo&roUy KM vortrov" '!? zcu o A/o? vug S&VTW vvg

savTy voj]Tov. 'QVOLVTM Jg mi o Kgwios vx$ EO.VTU v

mi saury UBS' aAA' o psv juaAAoy vx$' o $s ^aAAoi/ voqTog. N
rx K^o^a, KOU yo>iT8, N%s KOU o Zsvg ftsursgoVj

KO.I

' aAAa mi vor]Tov ayrw vosgov e?i.

No rov S&VTX
'urctrsgct. Kgovov o Zsvg" VOYITOV psv z^iu o

o Zsvs, ^TA.

KCU fofovin Asyerat (o Kgovog) Tt\i) fioLtrihizw a^ai/,

T T3
'CTaT^O? yO!/<|OtOJ', S%TS[Jl,VQ[J(,VOi;

$
'RCLgCl.

Td
fJLS-

After all this play upon the words foo$, :'00, and

the whole is a miftake of a proper name, Noas, or Noah, the

fame as Cronus. Many cities, temples and yl rivers were

denominated Noas, and Noa. The term thus applied could

not relate to the mind ;
but was a proper name, beftowed

in memorial of a perfon. When therefore it is faid, g^ttrt-

vev%<ri Nav TOP A<a, the true hiftory will be found to be, that

Noah by the ancients was reprefented under the character of

Dis, or Dios, the fame as Zeus. And when writers men-

tion Saturnus quail
9l Sator N, and Dionufus,

9! A<0

and finally, when they defcribe Prometheus, HgOfAr^sui;

and n0p]7gl> TO/? MvQg&VW o Ng?, the purport in thefe in-

ftances is the fame. The original hiftory was undoubtedly

Hefych.
91

Apollonius in Epico carmine fcribit Saturnum quafi facrum iai. aut Sa-

torem W. Fulgent. Mytholog. c. 2. p. 628.

91 Why Dionufus was Nous, or Noas, may be plainly fcen in the hiftory given

of him by the Indi in Arrian. Indica. p. 321.

N n 2 meant
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meant to fignify, that Saturnus, Cronus, Dionufus, and Pro-

metheus, were different titles of the Patriarch, who was

called Noos, Nous, and Nufus.

I cannot quit Proclus wkhoiit taking notice of fome other

inftances of his refinement upon ancient tradition. Cronus

was certainly Noah : and Proclus gives us this covert hiftory

of him;
94 BonAsy Kgovog UTrofcFrw ?i TW a^sihiK

What fome ufed by miftake to render
fjLSiXi"fcO<;,

and

he has expreffed ct[JLfaiZTOs. This is a Grecian word formed

from the ancient terms Melech, and Melechat, to which it

had no relation. The purport of the mythology, which he

copied, may be eafily made out. It fignified that Cronus,
or Noah, was the founder of the Royal Triad. Who were

) n'q/6
alluded to under this Triad, may, I think, be made out with-

out much difficulty. They could be no other than the three

*f ftoik ôns f Noah, who were the Baalim of the Scriptures, and the

Aaj|U,oys,
and A&zvct,TOi y

of Greece. Conformably to this Pro-

clus fays, that Cronus had the title of 95

Kogovows ; which we

may be affured was originally Kcigavoi; N. By this is fig-

nifled the great Ruler, the head of all ; in other words the

Patriarch Noah. As Cronus was no other than Zeus, ws

may find this account ot the Triad further explained in the

hiftory of the latter, and by the fame author. 9&
Zsy? o -STfO

(or perhaps o
tsraTJj^)

TMV Tgiwv K.gQ]>i$.wVj aro? s^iv o TWV oAwy-

Time, and all things, were by the ancients de-

*

In Plat. Timseum. L. 5. c. 10. p. 265. See Radicals. Vol. i. p. 70. PvL-lech,.

*' Ibid.

9 ''

Ibid. L. 2. p. 95.

ducedf
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duced from Noah : hence they came at laft through their

blind reverence to think him the real creator^ (^cu^yo^ j
and

that he contrived every thing in his chaotic cavern.

97 Tafia 'ura.Tri
/
uroiY)<rs MTV. VTTSOI;

As all mankind proceeded from the three families, of which

the Patriarch was the head ;
we find this circumftance con-

tinually alluded to by the antient mythologifts, And the

three perfons, who firfr. conftituted thofe families, were looked

upon both as Deities, and kings : fo that we may be pretty

certain, that the ApsihMTos Tgicis, however fophifticated y

meant originally the Royal Triad. Proclus mentioning thofe,

who were fuppofed to have the fuperintendency in the

world, fays,
9S

Tgsig y&g %g sivou TOVTVS, xai
'srizgct.

roig Hv-

Qcwogeiois V[jLV%[JLemg
01 T psv evog Na,

'

itTh. He alfo in the

fame place inquires, Tig <Js 01
'Wu.gct.

H^OLTOCVI Ba<r<Asi^, -oyj UffSj

TQV Kocrp^ avros ctfyoi TKTTSIV ;

"
Ila^a U^oLTun

Tgsis
Batr/-

zou
Grctg Og$si rgsig.

10
As;

[JLSV

TQV aiQov rov

1

'Ev $s fexs SacrjA^ov sv u raJs

I am fenfible., that fome very learned perfons have thought
that they difcovered an allufion to a myfterious truth of

another nature in the Triad of Plato, and of his followers.

97 Ibid. L. 2. p. 95.
98 Ibid. p. 94.
519 P. 93. N*; T^?/f,

KO.I Eao-<A:$ rcs,c. L. 38.
160

Ibid..

1

Ibid.

But
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But if we collate, what thefe writers have added by way of

explanation, we {hall, I believe, find that they had no idea

of any fuch myftery ; and that the whole of what they have

faid is a refinement upon an ancient piece ot hiftory. In

fliort, the whole religion of the ancients confifted in Aa^o-

z/oAaT/a, the worfhip of Daemons : and to thofe perfonages

A ai/^yo>aT/fu tne i r theology continually refers. They were, like the
* Ma-

Jcc J'av-TYit/c
nes an^ Lares of the Romans, fuppofed to be the fouls of

men deceafed : and their department is thus defcribed by

Plato, as he is quoted by Plutarch ;

3 Plato mentions the Da-

mons as a race of'Beings , by whom many things are difcovered,

and many good offices done, to men : and he defcribes them as an

order between men and Gods. 'They are the perfons, who by

their mediation carry the vows and prayers of mortals to heaven :

and in return bring down the divine behcfts to earth. Hefiod

fpecifies more particularly, who they were, and when they

lived.
4 'Of

fJLSV
UTTQ Kgovx I}<TCILV : "They lived in the time of

Cronus ,
in whofe reign was the golden age, when .the life of

man was at its greatefl extent.

T8TO ysvog za,Tct youct

JJLSV .oufJLWs eivi

When thefe died
y they became Demons^ a fet of benevolent

*

Quofdam Genios, et functorum animas mortuorum. Varro apud Arnob. L. 3.

p. 124.
3

'EpjU);vfJTi5cov TO TOiiTQv cvoy.yf^Si (a OAKTwi') yevoS) KO.I aiotKoviKW,, tv f^fa-^j Qtuv

vfyuTrcav' tyxas /ntv tKft xoti tnaiis
<x.i'^fi(>i7ruv j'7r6jw.7ru/x.gi'^t',

txiwtv <Pe p.a.v-

x. Jtupy I fa ct Ofir. p. 361. from Plato's Sympof.
1

Opera et Dies. v. 1 1 1..

1
Ibid. v. 121.

6 beings,
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who refidcd within the verge, of the earth, and were

guardians of mankind. Thefe were the Ba<nAsi, or Royal

perfonages, of Orpheus and Plato
; out of which was confti-

tuted the
cifJisfaMTQg TCKX.S of Proclus, called alfo

6

q voriTY) xou

VQSoy. TglOt?
-7(*)V VOQTM XXI

VOSgttV
05 b)V.

Something fimilar to the foregoing is to be found in a very
learned Father, to whom in other reipecls we are

infinitely in-

debted. Clemens of Alexandria, fpcaking of the Ark of

Mofes, cannot help mixing fome Egyptian notions in his dif-

quifition about the purport of its name. Thefe notions were

borrowed from the traditions of the Mizraim concerning the
e>

Ark of Noah, which he has confounded with the other Ark.

The Seventy have not diftinguifhed, as they iliould have

done, between the two Arks ; but have tranflated each of

them by the term KJ^WTO?, Cibotus. This has led the learned

Father into fome unneceffary and ill-grounded refinements,

in fpeaking of the Ark of God, which was made by Mofes :

and he has adopted fome notions of his countrymen, which

relate to another machine, to the Cibotus, in which man-
kind were preferved. As his obfervations are in fome de-

gree analogous to the extract, which I have given from Pro-

clus, I will lay them before the reader. 7

Apeim $e

psv sv ot.vP svo$ 'sfcurrwv TOTTWV. Eir

OyJba;, mi Q NOHTO2
KQ<T(JLO$,

ens xai o
'wsgi 'STOLVTOOV

xou aogcnog JjjAoyra/ 0o?,- ra vvv

""

Proclus in Pl.t. Timxum. p. 94. Taj i o/iras Tf*a/f.
7 Strom. L. 5. p. 667.
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teysiv. What he here alludes to relates not to the

Ark of the Ifraelites, of which he has been previoufly treat-

ing ; but to the Ark of Noah. The eight perfons in this

Ark formed the facred Ogdoas of the Egyptians ; which I

have mentioned before. Clemens fpeaks of this Ogdoas, as

the VQYITOS KQffaQi; : which is certainly a fport of terms. The

hiftory related to the whole of mankind inclofed together ;

to the Noetic world, which confifted of
8

eight perfons fhut

up in ^aQot, the Ark. What is meant by ev OLV&' svog 'Wa.v-

Tuv TOTrwy, I do not pretend to decipher. The author feems

to be fenfible, that he has been guilty of much unnecefTary

reiinement ; and he accordingly foon after makes a proper

apology :
9

A/\A', wV sowsv, eActQov VTTO

OXTW <?e (pun ra; 'waa-a.? -^u^a,? eu/Bp&nruv
fv TV KiSuTa $ta.rre<Ttoo-Q<zi. OKTM

'jr^a '

ai'&fwTrwv <Pie<ruQn<ra,v9 xrA. Theophilus and Autolyc. L. 3. p. 391.
9 Strom. L. 5. p. 679.

JONAH,



JONAH, PUT, CHALD^EORUM:

A Continuation of the GENTILE HISTORY
of the DELUGE.

Non res ipfas geftas finxerunt Poetee ; fed rebus gejlis

addiderunt quendam colorem.

Lactant. de Falfa Relig. L. i. c. 2.

S the Deluge was fo extenfive, and at the fame time fo

fatal in its confequences ; I took notice that it mud
have left lafting impreflions upon the minds of thofe, who
had been witnefTes to the great event : that the prefervation

of the few perfons, who furvived, muft have been followed

with continual reflections upon the means, by which their

deliverance was effected
;
and thefe attended with a reve-

rential awe, and many fearful fenfations. The like inipref-

hons, I (liould imag-ine, muft have been tranfmitted to theirO '

pofterity : and upon their defection from the worfliip of the

true God, one might naturally fuppofe, that one fpecies of

idolatry would connft in an undue reverence paid to the Pa-

triarch, the father of mankind ; and in rites and myfteries

VOL. II. O o eftabliflied
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eftablimed in allufion to his wonderful prefervation. If

there had been no accounts of any fiich regard and affecting

remembrance tranfmitted to us from the writers of the Gen-

tile world
; yet we might be allured that this muft have

been the cafe, from the nature and extent of the calamity.

But I have proceeded farther ; and have endeavoured to {hew,

not only that many memorials were for a long time reli-

gioufly preferved ; but that they ftill are to be found : that,

by arranging and comparing the mythology of ancient times r

we may ftill perceive traces of this hiftory ; the principal cir-

cumftances of which are continually obfervable in the rites

and ceremonies of the firft ages. I have taken notice of

many temples and cities, which were built in memory of the

Ark and Deluge ; and called Aren, Theba, Argus, Cibotus,

lolcus, Baris : and of others manifeftly denominated from

Noah. It has alfo been obferved, that an ark or {hip was

made ufe of as a facred emblem in the rites of Ills and Ofiris.

The like cuftom prevailed in the Dionufia, and at the fefti-

vals of other Deities. It may therefore be fuppofed, that

the hiflory of the Dove, and of the Iris, could not fail of

being recorded, where the memory of the other circum-

ftances was fo carefully preferved. The latter was an em-
blem of great confequence; having been appointed as a token

of a covenant between God and man : and it will be found

to have been held in uncommon regard for ages. The Dove,
which returned to Noah with a leaf of olive, and brought
the firfh tidings that the waters of the deep v/ere ailwaged,
was held in many nations as particularly facred. It was

looked upon as a peculiar mefTenger of the Deity ; and an

9 emblem
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emblem of peace, and good fortune. But the raven, which

difappointed the hopes repofed in him, and which never re-

turned, was held in a different light ; and was for the mod

part efteemed a
'

bird of ill omen.

The name of the Dove among the ancient Amonians wa$

Ion, and lonah ; fometimes expreffed IO'JMB,
from whence

came the O/j/a?,
*

Oinas, of the Greeks. It was efteemed

an interpreter of the will of the Gods to man ; and on that

account in the firft ages was looked upon as a bird of pre-

fage. Among mariners it was thought to be particularly

aufpicious : who in their voyages ufed to let a dove or pigeon

fly from their fhips, in order to judge from its movements

of the fuccefs of their voyage. The moft favourable feafon

for fetting fail was at the Heliacal rifing of the feven ftars

near the head of Taurus : and they are in confequence of it

called 3

Peleiades, or the Doves. It was at the time of their

appearance that the Argonauts were fuppofed to have fet

out upon their expedition.
4

Apog <T ai/rsAAom IIsAs/a^.

Tors <T
efj&hi<r&ifttx$

01 Agyovcturou 'Wtevtrsu?. It was thought
a fortunate time for navigation in general : as we may learn

1 The raven however did not intirely lofe its credit. It was efteemed an augural

bird ; and is faid to have preceded, and directed the colony, which Battus led to

Cyrene.

Kai AUYIV Scrtsnt x.opa!~ xyuTKTO Aa&>,

Affyot ojxr?j. Callim. Hymn, in Apoll. v. 66.
1

(Dims* (ifos
T&e[t~eg<x.s ef)-pux.s. Hefych.

5 The Peleiades, fometimes exprefled Pleiades, are faid to have been the daugh-
ters of Atlas by the Nymph Pleione.

According to Pherecydes Syrus, they were daughters of Lycurgus, and nurfes

of Dionufus.
4 Theocriti Idyll. 13. v. 25. and Scholia ibid.

O o 2 from
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from 5 Ovid. The Argonauts are moreover faid in a time of

difficulty and danger to have made the fame experiment with

a
6

dove, as was fuppofed to have been made by Deucalion ;

and to have formed from it the like fortunate prefage. The

colony, which fettled at Cumae in Italy, went by the direc-

tion of a 7

Dove^
From the pr^>hetic bird lonah and lonas, the Greeks

formed many terms, which related to augury; fuch as
8

xogautos'
01 $s aygictv tffegifeg&ii. Owa, g/Jo? z

&' uv towpsQct ra jUsAAomt. Oiuvog y O<pi$.

As the Dove was efteemed the interpreter of the will

of the Deity ; the priefts and foothfayers were from that

circumftance ftyled lonah, or Doves. And as Theba in

Egypt was originally the temple of the ark ; it is natural

to look for priefts
of this denomination in a fanctuary of

that name. We may upon inquiry very truly infer that

there were perfons in this place ftyled lonah ; which by the

Greeks was rendered Hshsicu mi Tgqguvss, Doves and Pi-

geons. It is faid, that fome of this order carried the rites of

Theba, or the ark, to Libya: and that others brought them

to Dodona in Epirus ;
where Deucalion was fuppofed to

have fettled ;
and where was the moft ancient oracular temple

of Greece^
9

a^aioTaToy Ty sv 'EAA^o"/ ^ijrl^wy. It was.

5
Fafti. L. 5. v. 65.

6

Apollonius Rhod. L. 2. v. 328.

O.wvu Sfi zETo<7& riffaia.^1
'sretgiMretave.

and v. 564.

Plutarch. Lib. Utrum terreftria, &c. 'wtf^fp/x.v tx TS AAPNAKO2 a<

f n\oofjtce. ytvfaVcti, ^//u,wcss [*.tv etcroo 'wahiv ec/uo/xSi'Jjr, (v^ia? St a.TOTrra.a-a.1'. p. 968.
7 Velleius Paterc. L. i. c. 4.
8

Hefychius.
* Hcrodot. L. 2. c. 52.

founded
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founded by Cuthites, who were ftyled
I0

Ellopians, Pierians,

Cadmians. They brought with them the memorials of the

Dove, and Ark ; and the whole hiftory of the Deluge, from

the Thebais of Egypt. The women, who officiated in thefe

temples, were, from the nature of their department, called

IIsAg/a/, and ilsAs/aJs? ;
which the Latines rendered Co-

lumbar : and they are under that title alluded to by the poet

Silius Italicus ; who mentions particularly, that they came

originally from Theba.

" Nam cui dona Jovis non divulgata per orbem,.

In gremio 'Thebes geminas fedifle Columbas ?

Quarum Chaonias pennis quae contigit oras,

Implet fatidico Dodonida murmure quercum,
At quae Carpathium &c.

Marmaricis ales populis refponfa canebat.

Paufanias mentions, that the Peleiades were the moft an-

cient prophetefTes at Dodona in Chaonia
;
even antecedent to

the celebrated Phasmonoe. He fays, that they were women :

and the firft oracle, which they exhibited, feems to relate to

the re-eftablifhment of Zeuth, and the reftoration of the

earth to its prifline ftate.

Zsy? w, Zsv? s?i, Zsvg s<T(rsrat' w pzycthB ZsV

Fa ^a^7Tj avisi, cf/o x^^srs ^TS^OL y&i&v.

See the M^-aAai Ho/a;, quoted by the Scholiaft on Sophocl. Trachin. v. 1183,

E>6<x it ^uJuni. x. T. A.
"

Silius Italic. L. 3. v. 678.

The
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The former part of this oracle feems to be in fome degree

analogous to the words made Life of by the prieft in the

myfteries at .Eleiifis.:

TX

There is jn both an allufion to the
a<pa.vi<r[JW

of the Deity,

and to his recovery from a ftate of death : which circum-

ftances are continually obfervable in the hiftory of Zeuth,

Dionufus, and Oliris, three titles out of many, relating to

the fame perfon. For in all the mythology of the ancients,

f <d $/tanh we mu ft lk UP011 the great Patriarch as the ultimate, in

whom the hiftory terminates. He, and fome of his princi-

pal
I3 defcendants were deified by an ill-judging pofterity,

and named Baal and Baalim. By the Greeks he was called

Cronus ; and thefe his defcendants Cronidas, Kgwdcii : who
were alfo peculiarly ftyled, A^araroi #af Aa^ofs?, -Gods and

Demons. He was the father of mankind ; and in him the

world was renewed : but his fons, not content to allow him

><fl.rw><*. this honour, have reprefented him as the God of nature, the

creator of all things.
f

Zsvg o
'Wgo TPIWV KPQVIMV

TWZI oAwz/ ^p^yo^. Hence the poet ftyles him,

rs pjTJosyra, zuv
tffxreg v,h mi

Servius takes notice of the doves at
' 5 Theba : but, as it

11

Jul. Firmicus. p. 45.
15

I have mentioned, that by the Baalim were fignified Noah and his three fons :

but there is reafon to think, that fome of the pofterity of Ham were taken into

the number.
14 Procl. in Platon. Timseum. p. 95.
ts In Virg. TEneid. L. 3. v. 466.

was
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was ufual with the ancients to form perfonages out of every

obfolete term, he makes Theba, a woman ; and fuppofes her

to have been the daughter ok the Deity, who gave her two

prophetic doves for a prefent. One of thefe, it is faid, flew

away to Dodona. Jupiter quondam Thebae filis tribuit

duas Columbas, humanam vocem edentes : quarum altera.

pervolavit
in Dodonam, glandiferam fylvam Epiri. Sopho-

cles mentions thefe facred doves, and the vocal grove, where

they refided :

16 '

ctvfyffou

(Jtcnrw; sx.

But the bed account of this oracle at Dodona is to be found

in Herodotus. He not only {hews that it came from Thebes

in Egypt; but mentions the particular rout, by which the

rites were brought : and intimates, that they came from

Egypt to Phenicia, and from thence to Greece ; at leaft

through the hands of Phenicians. He firft prefents his

reader with the Grecian hiftory of the oracle, as he had it

from the people of the place.
7 The principal of the

priefleffes

at Dodona give out^ that two black pigeons took their flight from
"Thebes in Egypt : and that one of them bent its courfe to Libya ;

but that the other betook itfelf to Dodona. That upon its arrival

it fettled upon a beech tree, and fpoke -coith a?i human voice. Jig-

'"

Sophocles. Trachin. v. 174. See Scholia.

Ixiz Audtvictt&'v fyxat at
'ut^fj.a.nits,

auo n?Af/a? ,w.?Aaira$ Sv. Qye&i' -ruv Ai-

k.r ai'<x7rTO//ei
p

ot, Tr JJLIV avjtxv e< Aifi/w, iw Js 'ury.oct crifiai atjnKSer^au' l^o-

g fs.iv 7T( <>w}o:> avfa.^y.av-'x.t

'

yrrfotiu.1. Herod. L. 2. c. 55.
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nifying,
how neceffary it 'was that there Jhould be an oracular

temple founded in that place to Zeuth. The other account is

from the people of Egypt, who explain very fatisfactorily the

ftory of thefe black doves.
i8

The priejls of Zeuth at Thebes

gave this hiftory of the oracle at Dodona. Two of the facred

women, who officiated at the temple of Zeuth at Thebes* were
1 J

. :

carried away from J^gypt by Jome
y rhemaans. And it was

*
'***

reported, that one of them was fold in Libya ; but the other was

carried into Greece. Thefe were the women, who firft founded
the oracles in the countries here fpecified.

We learn from the foregoing, that the perfons, who ad-

miniftered to the Deity, were ftyled Peleias, IIsAaaj, and

IfaMfatJW ; which was a translation of the lonah and 16'nim,

introduced from Egypt and Chaldea. They were fometimes

fpoken of as the daughters of the Deity: at other times, from

the fervices, which they performed, they were reprefented as

the nurfes. Hence arofe the notion, that Zeuth was fed by
doves ; and, according to Macro Byzantina, in Crete.

Toy
(JLsy ago. Tgiigwes VKQ <x.u rgspov

CLTC uxetzvoio

This is more truly reprefented in Homer
; who alludes to

at if>tK Td i)oa(M> ^l-/o^, J'uo y I'aixa? ipnia; tK QnSsaov av6i'a/ vro

i TJ:I- ;w-v ct.vrit.-v -rouO-^Gai 5 Ai?u:w
yrp-,De;trctv'

TV fe ^ THS

cts Je Tas ywactKa.* era.i TJL<, iJ'U7afJ.ffct.f Ttx. [tcil'mix. -urr>wT5 fv TATI

Herodot. L. 2. c. 54.
19 Bounce? lloifj.it& of Euicbius and Syncellus : thofe original Phenicians, who

came from Egypt to Syria, and from thence to Greece. They were the fame as the

Cisthite Shepherds.
*
Athcnarus. Lib. 11. p. 491.

the
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the priefts under the character of TlsXeicu Tgyigwes, or doves :

and he fays that they adminiftered to Zeuth in that capacity,

of whom he fpeaks as their father: for priefls and votaries snub ) O*A
oj

were often ftyled the fons and the daughters of the Deity, -OK>^.

whom they ferved.

TOUT

From hence we may folve the queflion put by Alexander to

Arifr.ot.le upon this fubject : though in fome degree it ex-

plains itfelf from the manner, in which it is ftated.
12

A/a

TI o HoiYiTw 'srsAflaJW effowrs TW T^QQW TOM ew hcutovas ;

why does the Poet make doves the minifters offood to the Gods ?

The Peleiades were priefts under the characteriftic of doves :

and they were faid to be $iK%ovoi TW Tgopw TUV swv, becaufe

they really did adminifter to the Gods ; and ofFered up cakes

and fruits at their fhrines, attended with libations of wine,

oil, and honey.
The Egyptian priefls feem to have been alfo denominated

from their complexion crows, or ravens. Strabo has a par-

ticular pafiage about Alexander ;

23 that upon his expedition

to the temple of Ammon, he was conducted by two crows.

Curtius fays, that, upon his approach, a good number went

out to meet him. 24

Jam haud procul oraculi fede aberant,

cum complures Corvi agmini occurrunt, modico volatu, 8cc.

11
Homer. Odyff. M. v. 62.

*
Ptolemseus Hephseftion apud Photium. L. i. p. 474.

1! Strabo. L. 17. p. 1168.
*4 Curtius. L. 4. c. 7.

VOL. II. P p Thefe
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Thefe crows, like the black doves, were certainly the priefts

of the place. So Callifthenes in Plutarch :
2S

KcgcMss g#a-

vsvrss v7rBhy.fjJvct.vov TW YIJB^VICILV TW 'uro^etag.

From thefe circumftances ill underftood people feigned

that in thefe places, where the name of the Peleiades and

Trerones occurred, there had been perfons turned into doves

and pigeons. Hence arofe the fable of Ctefilla in Ovid :

-*
Tranfit et antiquae Cartheia moenia Ceae,

Qua pater Alcidamas placidam de corpore nats

Miraturus erat nafci potuifie Columbam.

The like hiftory is told of the Oenotropaj, who were the

daughters of Anius, Prieft to Apollo at Delos :

17

pennas fumpfere ; tuaeque

Conjugis in volucres, niveas abiere Columbas.

The Meneiadas, who were priefts
and priefteffes of Menes,

were faid to have been changed into
23

birds ; becaufe, like

the abovementioned perfons, they were lonim. Thofe ftyled

Peleiai and Peleiades were certainly female attendants ; pro-

phetefTes, by whom the oracles of the Deity were promulged.

This is manifefl from Hefychius, who interprets the title in

this manner ; though he feems to confine it to Dodona.

IIsAflaj.
iffBgifsgou'

%cu a/ sv Aa;^^ ^(r^/(^crat [turrets.
The

Pekiai were a fpecies of doves ; and the priefteffes at Dodona*

zs In Alexand. v. i. p. 680.
6
Ovid. Metamorph. L. 7. v. 368.

7 Ovid. Metamorph. L. 13. v. 673.
8
Antoninus Liberalis. c. 10. p. 48. from Nicander and Corinna.

I O
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w/jo gave out oracles, were fo denominated. Servius likewife

jpeaks to the fame purpofe, when he mentions the Chaonian

doves of that temple.
9 Chaonias autem Epiroticas : nam in JoruiU)') (jYou<.

Epiro dicitur nemus fuiffe, in quo refponfa dabant Colum-

be: quod ideo fingitur, quia lingua Theffala Peleiades et

Columbas et vaticinatrices vocantur. Herodotus hanc Co-

lumbam de ./Egypto venifie ait. They are mentioned by He-

rodotus in the plural ;
who

fpecifies,
that they were women,

fJLshoums, of a dark complexion, who came originally from

Eo;ypt. He fuppofes, that their being foreigners was the rea-

fon of their being ftyled doves. Tlshenzfes $e
j(/.ot

izrcog AwJWcaw!/ STTI TJs a; yvmiKss, fowl

Why he fhould deduce their names from this circum-

ftance, I know not : they were certainly fo denominated from

the nature of their office and worfhip. They gave out the

oracles, and adminiftered at the altar : whence they were

faid to feed Zeuth. And as in many temples the Deity was

reprefented under the fymbol of a dove, he was fuppofed to

have taken the fhape of that bird. Hence it was faid of

31 Zeuth himfelf, that he was changed into a pigeon : which

notion prevailed in Achaia ;
and particularly among the peo-

ple of JEgiuni.

The ancient and true name of the dove was, as I have

fhewn, lonah, and lonas. It was a very facred emblem, and

feems to have been at one time almoft univerfally received.

For not only the Mizrai'm, and the reft of the line of Ham,

19 In Virgil. Eclog. 9. v. 13.
30 Herodotus. L. 2. c. 57.
31 Athenasus. L. 9. p. 395.

P n 2 efteemed
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efteemed it in this light ; but it was admitted as an hiero-

gtyPn *c among the Hebrews : and the myftic dove was re-

garded as a fymbol from the days of Noah by all thofe, who

were of the Church of God. The Prophet, who was fent

,, upon an embaffy to the Ninivites, is ftyled lonas : a title

probably beftowed upon him, as a meflenger of the Deity.

The great Patriarch, who preached righteoufnefs to the An-

tediluvians, is by Berofus and Abydenus ftyled
3 *

Oan, and

Cannes, which is the fame name as Jonah. The author of

the Apocalypfe is denominated in the like manner : whom
the Greeks ftyle Iwawj]?, Joannes. And when the great fore-

runner of our Saviour was to be named ; his Father induftri-

oufly called him 33
Iwaw], for the fame reafon. The circum-

ftances, with which the imposition of this name was attended,,

are remarkable ; and the whole procefs, as defcribed by the

Evangelift, well worth our notice.
34 And it cam* to pafsy,

that on the eighth day they came to circumcife the child: and

they called him Zacharias after the name of his father* And
his mother anfwered and faid, Not fo ;

but he foall be called

John. And they faid unto her^ There is none of thy kindred

that is called by this name. And they made ftgns to his fathery

how he would have him called. And he ajked for a writing

table ; and wrote, faying^ his name is jfoJm* And they, mar-

velled all.

31 He is mentioned as having appeared both before and after the flood. EC

Tea arptorw gi'/atir&i <stvwa.i ex. T;K EpuQpas ^-csAao-trw aov atppevou (lege $/j.(ppoi>av)'

01'ofj.a.n Qanw. Alexand. Polyhift. apud Eufeb. Chron. p. 6,
1 The name was impofed antecedent to his birth..

* Luke. c. i. v. 59, &c. This was by die appointment of God; and enjoined'

by the Angel, v. 13.

The
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The reafon of this name being fo particularly impofed

may be inferred from the character given of the perfon :

35 And thou, child, JJjalt
be called the Prophet of the Higheft :

for thou fialt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his

ways. And in another place we are told, that John
3& was

a Prophet^ and much more than a Prophet. For I fay unto

yoii) (they are the words of our blefTed Saviour) Among thofe

that are born of isoomen^ there is not a greater Prophet than

jfohn the Baptift. This name, which we render John, I have JoLvi

fliewn to be no other than 16'na. It fignifies a dove : but

means likewife an oracular perfon ; by whom the voice of

the moft High is made known, and his will explained.
And from hence, I think, we may correct a paffage in.

Hefychius, which at prefent is not a little confufed. Iowa?

Eg[jiWBVsrcu

C

7\|/jf8 'GTovaj'Tos, j] 'wegis-egct,, ^0^*3713? wag 'E^aj-
01$. The word <

srg>or,7J^
feems to have been mifplaced,

and fhould be reduced to order : and for the word WUZVTOZ,

I think we fhould read QUV&VTQS j and the text will ftand

thus : Iwyaj, '7\p/f8 QUVZVTOS tzr0^7i^, r\ txrsgig'sgu., TXVLQ

s. Amo?ig the Hebrews the word Ionas Jigmfies a rz-

35 Luke. c. i. v. 76.
6
Luke. c. 7. v. 26 and 28. When Chrift puts the queftion to his difciples,

Whom fay ye that I am? St. Peter makes anfwer, Thou art the Chrift, the Son of the

living God. Upon which our Saviour gives him ailurances, that he is right -,
and

fays, Eleffed art thou, Simon Ear-Iona; Mat. c. 16. v. 17. which I fhould interpret J8h
fff

tki ^
the fon of the dove, that is, a mefTenger of glad tidings.

The fymbol of the dove was not borrowed from Egypt, or any of the Gentile

nations. It was always an emblem of peace-, and of the Holy Spirit in the Church

of God : and was from thence taken, and proftituted by other people j as were alfo

other emblems.

vealcr
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7 YUccr n a >
J dove.

a

veakr of the W//, or the voice
', of the moft High :

alfo a
-pigeon

*
or

The Patriarch Noah feems to have been the firft, who was
Mr W in tne Gentile world typified under this emblem. He was

01 <ur^.
great prophet : and it was foretold at his birth, that he fhould

bring peace and comfort to mankind. The purport of his

name was reft from labour. 37 Nas 'E^aiVt, o$ $i$g[JLWSWFW

ry

c

EAAa& yAwcrcn} av&7rciv<ri$. Hence the dove became an

emblem of 3?

peace, as well as of the perfon, through whom
a( it was derived to the earth. He was in confequence of it

called Oan and Oanes, by Abydenus and Alexander Poly-

hiftor, analagous to the Iwaw*^ of the Greeks : both of which

names were derived from the lonah and Ibnas of the Chal-

dees : and trie terms undoubtedly were fo exprefTed in the

original language, from whence the hiftory is borrowed by
the Greeks.

.>/ w / , We find then, that the dove was a truly facred fymbol ;

an(l f acknowledged in the times of the moft pure worfhip.

But the fons of Ham perverted that, which was intended to

be only typical ; and carried their regard for it to a degree

of idolatrous veneration. They inhabited the regions of

"
Theophilus ad Autolyc. L. 3. p. 391.

38 The Pialmift does not wifh for the wings of the Falcon or Eagle, but for

thofe of a dove ;
to waft him to a place of peace : Oh, that I had wings like a dove :

for then would I fly away^ and be at reft. Pfalm. 55. v. 6. Doves were typically of-

fered according to the Levitical Law : two turtles, or two young pigeons. Levi-

ticus, c. 12. v. 8. .ffifculapius, the great Phylician, was expofed, when a child,

and preferved by his nurfe, who was named Tpuyuv, the dove. Paufan. L. 8.

p. 651.

Chaldea,
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Chaldea, and Babylonia, where they constituted the firft

kingdom upon earth : and as they preferved the moft early

accounts of what had happened in the world, we muft to

them have recourfe for the Gentile hiftory of the Deluge,

and for the origin of thofe rites, and myfteries, which in

confequence of it prevailed. I think, we may fee plainly,

from the accounts given by Abydenus, and Berofus, that,

before letters were introduced among the eaftern nations,

there had been delineated in fome temple, an hieroglyphical

defcription of the creation, as well as of the deftruclion of YC.U.UIM /

mankind by a deluge: and it is probable, that the like re- -^

prefentations
were to be found in other places. Thefe were /*<**.

either painted upon walls, or engraved on 39
obelifks, and on /

facred pillars.
There is an account given by the prophet

Ezekiel, in which we may obferve fome allufions to thefe

hieroglyphics, and to the idolatry, which relulted from

them. He is fpeaking of Judah under the character of Aho-

libah ; who, not taking warning from the ruin of her fifter

Ifrael, was purfuing the fame courfe of wickednefs and idola-

try. The particulars of her defection are mentioned
;
which

feem to have condfted in an idolatrous veneration for the

hieroglyphical paintings of Chaldea. * And when her fifter

Aholibah faw this, J/je
was more corrupt in her inordinate love,

than Jhe ; and in her whoredoms^ than her Jifter in her whore-

39 An obelifk in Babylon was faid to have been eredted by Semiramis. It was

155 feet long, and 25 feet at the balls. Diodorus Sic. L. 2. p. 100. As this was

efteemed a work of the higheft antiquity; it probably related to the hiftory, of

which I have been fpeaking.
40

Ezekiel. c. 23. v. 1 1. alfo c. 8. v. 10.
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A doms. 4I For 'when foe Jaw men pourtrayed upon the wall, the

images of the Chaldeans pourtrayed with vermilion, girded with

girdles upon their loins, exceeding in dyed attire
-iipon their heads

,

all of them princes to look to, after the manner of the Babylonians

of Chaldea : as foon as foe Jaw them <with her eyes , foe doted

upon them, and fent meffengers unto them into Chaldea. And
the Babylonians came to her into the bed of love ; and her mind

was alienated, &c. It was a fpiritual whoredom, of which.

Jlnd n)/u/ W, a. 60/rti.ftl Judah was accufed ; an alienation from the true God, and an

fro ? attachment to idolatry. Therefore thefe images delineated

upon the walls in Chaldea muft have been religious hierogly-

phical paintings ; reprefentations of the Baalim, with which

Judah was fo bafely inamoured.

From defcriptions of this fort, which were imperfectly

underftood, the hiftories of Sanchoniathon, Berofus, Aby-
denus, and Apollodorus are borrowed. In thefe writings we
meet with an aflemblage of inconfiftent imagery ; becaufe

the emblematical defcriptions were by length of time be-

come obfolete ; and their purport difficult to be underftood.

We may however perceive, that the Patriarch was the prin-

cipal perfon in thefe hiftories ; and reprefented with two
41 heads ; with which he doubtlefs looked both forward and

backward, in reference to the antediluvian, and poftdiluvian

world. He is alfo defcribed as an animal of the fea, but en-

dowed with reafon ; who appeared twice, and preached to

tin

t. LXX. Interp. ibid. See Nonnus. L. 41. p. 1074. v. 9.
41 Eufebii Chron. p. 6.

Dag-On is Ofiris in the fhape of a fifli. Deus Cetus. Dagon frumenti repertor,
ct aratri. Sanchoniathon apud Eufeb. P. E. L. i. c. 10. p. 36.

7 depidled
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the fons of men about righteoufnefs and truth. He was alfo

depicted as a fifh : and fometimes as half a fim, and half a

man, of an amphibious nature. That thefe defcriptions
were taken from ancient emblems, may be proved from Be-

rofus : for having reprefented Oan with the head of a fim,

and of a man, and, TO
(Jisv

aAAo crw^a l%$l>0ft
as to the reft of

his figure a
fifo ; he fays at the clofe, Tflvfts eiXQVtx, OLVTS en KOLI

vvv ha.$vho(,<r<r<&cu (sv BaJoVhun) : the reprefentation of this per-

fon with the parts both of a man and of a
fft> was to be feen

in his time : and, as he intimates, in the city of Babylon.
The name of this amphibious Being is faid to have been

QiOtuiffl) Odacon : which is a blunder of fome tranfcriber for

o Actxwv or Aciywy, the God Dagon. They afcribed to this

Deity the invention of many arts ; particularly, the con-

ftru&ion of the plough, and the introduction of bread corn.

Thefe were benefits, attributed alfo to Zeuth, flyled Zsv;

ayJOf, Zzv; Nopoj, Zsvg agorgios,
and likewife to Ofiris.

43 Primus aratra manu folerti fecit Ofiris. They were all the

fame Deity, who was wormiped in Egypt under many titles,

but particularly that of On. Dagon is a compound, which

is made up of Dag-On ;
and denotes the God On in the

femblance of j-|, Dag, a *""
fifli : and we find that the chief

Deity of Gath and Afcalon in Paleftine, and of many cities

in Syria, was worshiped under this form ; having the upper

parts of a man, but below the figure of a fim. He was

likewife called Said-On, and Sidon ; which is a name pre-

43 Tibull. L. i. Eleg. 8. v. 29.
44 n, Dag, et HJ1, Dagah, pifcis interpretatur. Selden de Diis Syris. Synrag.

2. p. 188.

VOL. II. Q^q cifely
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'^ cifely of the fame purport. Philo Biblius acknowledges that

/ Dason and Sidon were the fame : but fuppofing the latter

gW, Ji*>-
to re |ate to cornj lie terms it SmM ; as if it were of Grecian

/ #rru,.
etymology. Herein we may fee the futility of thofe tranf-

lators, who would reduce every thing to their own language.
What he renders Siton, and derives from <r/TO, corn, was in,

the original Sidon, or Saidon : and Sanchoniathon, from

whom he copied, intended to fhew that Said-On,,. and
4S
Dag-

On were equivalent terms ; and that both referred to one

perfon worshiped under the character of a fifh : both Dag and

Said fignifying, in the language of Syria and Palestine, a fifh.

The true name of the ancient city Sidon was Saidon ; and it

is ftill called Said : which name, as we are informed by
46

Juf-

tin and other writers, related to fifh : though they did not

know precifely in what the reference confifted. The fame

Deity was ftyled Atargatis, fometimes contracted Dercetis

and Dercetus : and worfhiped under the fame mixed figure.

Atargatis, ftyled Dercetus, is a compound of Atar or Athar,

the fame as On and Ofiris ; and of Gatus or Catus, rendered

by the lonians, a fifh. Dagon, Sidon, Dercetus, were

, Sidon, vel Saidon, a pifcatione. BochaFf. Geog. Sacr. L. 4, p. 302.

Dagon was worfiiiped in many places : his temple Beth-Dagon ftood in a part of

Canaan, which afterwards belonged to the tribe of Judah, and gave name to a city.

Jofhua c. 15. v. 41. There was another in the tribe of Afer. Jofhua c. 19. v. 27.

See Reland.

The fame worfliip was undoubtedly inftituted at Bethfaida in Galilee, which fig-

nifies the temple of Cetus or Dagon. Matt. c. 1 1 . v. 2 1 .

The author of the Etymol. Magn. confounds Dagon with his temple ; and fup-

pofes him to have been the God Cronus : E,nayui' o K(JOVOS UTO $oinx.<ov. Emayxv
is for Bet-Dagon, the temple of the deity.

46
Juftin. L. 1 8. c. 9.

all
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all names of the fame 47
hieroglyphic ;

and related to the

perfon, called Oanes by Berofus and others ; and alfo to the

machine, wherein he was preferved. He lived both before

and after the flood : and was reprefented at Babylon with two

heads, aAXf]f xs$aXw vKox.ctf;u rr
tg rx

ij^Qvos zs$a.hrt s. %. r. A.

In other places he was in fome degree differently exhibited
;

efpecially
in Paleftine : as we learn from Helladius Befanti-

nous. *8

A.vQgx7roy
$s VJTCL TO. 'sra.vTa. ey$w $o%cti, ftfQft&g Y\^I-

55-00 xifM$n $og%v.
The meaning of which is this : that

though Oanes was in reality a man, yet he was typically

efteemed an animal of the fea : and on that account they re-

prefented him with the fkin and fcales of a Cetus or fifh.

All thefe characters were taken originally from hierogly- H(

phics in Babylonia. They relate to the fame hiftory ; and^
to one particular perfon, who had efcaped the waters, when

the earth was overflowed ;
and through whom arts and fci-

ences were fuppofed to have been renewed in the world. As

he was a meffenger of the Deity, and an interpreter of his

will, being highly gifted with prophetic knowledge ; he was

in confequence of thefe properties particularly reprefented

by the Dove, lonah, as I have before fhewn. This became ** 'u ^^^(- '*

a favourite hieroglyphic among the Babylonians and Chal- :/Lt'rn < /*

dees. From them it was derived to other nations: and '^ kj**** /;, L<

traces of it are always to be found, wherever the other em-

blems prevailed. In refpect to the Babylonians, it feems to

have been taken by them for their national Infigne ; and to

47 Sanchoniathon apud Eufeb. P. E. L. i. c. 10. They fame writer fays, UTTO

$t I'd -UTUTJ
-j

<;-*7ai "S,ijw. Ibid. p. 38. Si/ac ztroj'Ta Sruy.Tnp.
*s

A^ itu . c. 27;. p. 1594.

2 have
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I rto/riadOa i'
'iaVC keen ^eP^ec^ on ^Glr m ilitary ftandard, when they
went to war. They feem likewife to have been ftyled lonim,
or the children of the Dove

; and their city lonah. Hence
the prophet

49

Jeremiah, fpeaking of the land of Ifrael being
laid wafte by the Babylonians, mentions the latter by the

name of n:r, lonah : which paffage is rendered in the Vul-

gate, faffa eft terra eorum in defolati&nefn a facie ir<z Golumbce.

In another place he foretells, that the Jews fhould take ad-

vantage of the invalion of Babylonia, and retire to their own
land : and he puts thefe words into the mouths of the people

~ .at that feafon :
5

Arife and let us go again to our own people
.

and to the land of our nativity, from the opprejjlngfword. But
A-** Vrt*~& the word is here lonah : and fignifies from the opprejjion of the

</<,
Dove ;

the tyranny of the lonim. It is accordingly render-

ed in the Vulgate, a facie gladii Columbcz. The like occurs

Jw&rd
ojth

daot ! in the 5oth chapter of the fame SI

prophet : For fear of the

opprejjt72g lonah (njv) they (the nations in captivity) fiall

to> /ovo^fct"/.
. turn every one to his people',

a?id they ftall fee every one to his

own land.

In procefs of time, when a colony of Cuthites were fettled

in Samaria, they brought with them the infignia of their

country; and {hewed a great veneration for the Dove. Hence
it was given out by the Jews, that the ^ Samaritans wor-

fhiped

'

Jeremiah, c. 25. v. 38.
50 C. 46. v. 16.

"

C. 50. v. 1 6. The Seventy tranflate this paflfage in a very particular manner;
7ro -zsooc-WTra //a;a:/a<:

r

EAA>)nx/7? : as nlfo C. 46. v. 16.

Tempore Rabbi Meir in jugo Montis Gerizim Colum'bas fimulacrum fuifle in-

ventum, &c. See Bochart. Vol. 3. c. i. p. 6.

Samaritanus
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fhiped a Dove ; and that they had a reprefentation of it in

Mount Gerizim. It was moreover faid that the figure of a

Dove in {tons had been dug up in thofe parts : and that the

Samaritans in numberlefs inftances fhewed their attachment

to the 16'nah. That they were in great meafure Cuthites is

plain from the hiftory, which they give of themfelves in Jo-

fephus.
53

Esfafjuwa^stgw o TUV Avrvgiow BacriAsi'j sx Tt

XOT0IA2 liiias ^sr/iyays, mi Mijjia&

In conformity to what has been faid before, there was a

tradition that the ftandard of Semiramis was a Dove. 54

Sig- Jh. fkamdwdnf f '

num. vexilli Semiramidos fuit figura Columbce ; quod vexillif^^ ^ rY

fignum imitati funt onines Aiiyrii Reges. But I have fhewn,

that there was no fuch perfon as Semiramis ; nor any fuch jVo fuJt.

empire formed, as is attributed to Her, and Ninus. The

ftandard of Semiramis was properly the enfign of the Sema-

rim ;
a title given to the Bablyonians, here ftyled AfTyrians.

It was a common miftake of the ?.ntients to transfer to one

perfon, what belonged to a people. The Dove with

olive branch was efteemed an emblem of peace ; a mcft for-

tunate omen. It was a token of the Deity to man
;
where-

by the latter was allured of an evil being paft, and of plenty

and happinefs to come. It is well known that 55
Shama,

and

Samiiritanus circumcidit in nomine imnginis Cclumbam refcrentis. Drufius

apud Sckien. de Diis Syris. Synt. 2. p. 200.

Samaritan! Jofliuse Duci Columbam adminiflram attribuunt. Ibid.

5i

Antiq. L. n. 0.4. p. 556. and L. 9. c. 14. p. 507.
** David Ganz Chrcnolog. L. 2. ad annum 1958. After the conquef!: of Baby-

lon by the Affyrians,. all the tradt of country between the Tigris, and Euphrates was

called Affyna.
53

naiy, 5ama, a mark Handing out, railed up, expofcd to open view. Taylor's

6 Hebrew
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and Sama, fignified a fign, or token ; like Sema and Saraa,

<r)jU,a
and cra^a of the Greeks. Ramis, and Ramas denoted

fomething high and great ; and was a common title of the

Deity. He was called Ram, Rama, Ramas, amongft moft

nations in the eaft. It occurs in the Vedam at this day ; and

in moft of the s&

mythological writings, which have been

tranfmitted from India. It was a title not unknown among
the Greeks

; and is accordingly by Hefychius interpreted the

moft high ; 'P^ua?, o 'T^fo^ Qzog. Mention is made by
Euftathius of the city Laodicea, being called of old Ramse-

than ; of which he gives this interpretation :
"

'PafAtuQas, a<p'

oyas o 00* 'Papon/ yv.% zyyw^.w TO zKJ/o" A&cw Je o eo?.

Ramtethas fegnified God f?'om on high : for in the language of
the natives Raman was high^ and Athan was the name of the

'Deity. .He "is
p.erfeclly in the right. Raman did denote

what he mentions : and Athan was the Deity, the great foun-

tain of light; fuyled both Anath, and Athan, the fame as

Athana, and Athena of Greece, and Anaith of Perils. Ram
fignifies high, and noble in many languages. It makes a

part in Rameffes.s
and Ramefioinenes ; and in the name of the

Egyptian Deity Remphan, mentioned by the apoftle, which

fignihes the great Phanes. Rhamnufia, the Deity of Juftice,

Hebrew Concordance. Analogous to this is Seman, fDD, fignare : whence came

the ffjwa, and cr^ttanw, of the Greeks. See Ifaiah. c. 20. v. 25.
6
SeeThevcnjt. p. 64. Kircher's China, p. 152. and the accounts from Danifh

MiiTionaries.

' In Dionyf. Perieg. v. 915. He fays that the name was given on account of a

Shepherd, who v,-as ftruck with lightning, and cried out Ramaithan. Stephanus
renders the name Ramanthan ; and gives the fame interpretation. Papay 5 ap TO

J^05 > Raman relays to height.

IS
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is a compound of Rham-Nous ; and is a feminine title of

that juft man Noah, ftyled Nus, Nous, and Noufios.

It Huift be confeifed that the generality of hiftorians have

reprefented Semiramis as a woman ; and have defcribed her

as a great princefs, who reigned in Babylon. But there are

writers, who from their iituation had opportunities of bet-

ter intelligence : and by thefe fhe is mentioned as a Deity, '^^Kfth^u a'i *i

58
Tqv SspigKfJuv (To3<n

Svgoi. 'The Syrians, fays Athenago-
''

ras, war/hip Semiramis : and adds, that Jhe was efteemed the

daughter of
59
Dercetus, and thefame as the Suria Dea. But

the Suria Dea was the fame both as Rhea, and Dercetus,

called alfo
6o

Atargatus ; of whofe hiftory I have fpoken.

Hence many make Rhea, Iris, Aflarte, Atargatus and 6l
Se-

miramis, one Deity : and Lucian tells us, that they were fo

efteemed by the Syrians of
6i

Hierapolis ; and the fame may
be collected from other writers. They were all different

fymbols relating to the fame object.
Semiramis was faid to

have been born at Afcalon ; becaufe Atargatus was there

worfhiped under the name of Dagon : and the fame memo-

rials were preferved there, as at Hierapolis, Babylon, and

ether Arkite places. Thefe memorials related to a hiftory,

f which the Dove was a principal type, and was therefore JH aiJi /^
. n

58

Athenag. Legr.tio. p. 307.
"r*.

Semiramis Dcrcetis lilia. Hygini Fab. 275.
59 'H S-u'

} aT)ip TM tcxiTK3 if/.'jra//.;; i$'e ^.up'ct
fax. Ibid. See alfb Diodorns.

L. 2. p. 92. who makes her the daughter of Dercctus by Surus : but Surus \vas

the Sun , and the Dea Suria v/as Dea Solaris.

6'
Strabo fpeaking (, EdefJa fays, T;yu&.i<7< T,;V ~2,v^t<x.v S-eiV) rtjv kTa.tya.iiv- L. 16.

p. 1085.
'

~S.p.icx!j.n; y.ctA Tw'r'txv xatefjLem' orap^ Aacrupc/s. Chron. Pafch. p. 36.
6i

Lucian. de Suria DvA. V. 2. p. 885.

found,
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found, wherever the other emblems occurred. It was upon
the fame account, that fhe was faid to have been changed to

a Dove ; becaufe they found her always depided and wor-

iliiped under that form. A notion likewife prevailed, that

,
ilie had an unnatural love for a horfe : which arofe from the

4 * ft&fJo .
i n T i 11.

ancients not undemanding their own hieroglyphics. So

Europa and 63

Pafiphae were in love with bulls ; Saturn with

a mare ; Ifis with a fifh : the bull, Hippa, and Cetus, being
emblems of the fame purport, and relating to the fame hif-

tory. Of thefe the Dove was particularly held in venera-

tion, efpecially by the Aflyrians and Babylonians.
6* A<o KCU

TX$ A<r<rvgi8$ TW Ttrsgifsga.!! Ti{jt,&v
w$ &ectv. It was, we find,

worfhiped as a Deity.

From the above, I think, it is plain that Semiramis was

an emblem
;

and that the name was a compound of Sama-

Ramas, or Ramis. And it fio-nified the divine token* the
,

,
t>

)
type of Providence : and as a military enfign, (for as fuch it

was ufed) it may with fome latitude be interpreted the ftand-

ard of the moft High. It confifted of the figure of a Dove ;

which was probably incircled with the Iris, as thofe two

emblems were often reprefented together. All, who went

under that ftandard, or who payed any deference to that em-

blem, were ftyled Semarim, and Samorim. It was a title

conferred upon all, who had this device for their national in-

figne. One of the gates of Babylon was ftyled the gate of
' 5 Semiramis

; undoubtedly from having the facred emblem of

!

Pafiphae was worfhiped in Crete, and in Meflenia. Plutarch, in Agid. p. 799.
' Diodor. L. 2. p. 107.

Herodotus. I,. 3.0.155. ^//joa/t-uos -nruAas.

Sama
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Sama Ramis, or the Dove, engraved by way of diftin&ion

over it. Probably the lofty obelifk of Semiramis, mentioned

by
66

Diodorus, was named from the fame hieroglyphic.

We find then, that the title Samarim, or Semiramis, did

not relate to one perfon, but to many : and it feems parti-

cularly to have been ufurped by princes. The Cuthites fet-

tled about Cochin, and Madura, in India ;
and the great

kings of Calicut were ftyled the Samarim even in later

times ; when thofe countries were vifited by the 6?

Portuguefe

and
6S

Englifh. The wormip of the Dove prevailed in Syria

about Emefa and Hierapolis, as I have fhewn ; and there

were Samarim in thefe 6?

parts.

As Semiramis was nothing elfe but a divine emblem un-

der the figure of a dove, or pigeon ; we need not wonder at

the etymology of her name, and the circumftances of her

hiftory, as they are tranfmitted by the Grecian writers.
7
2s-

pa|U,j,
i

wepi?eg& og&os 'EKhww. Semiramis according to Gre-

cian interpretatio?i is a wild pigeon.
7 To 2|U/a|U,jJo rsAo

sg
fcrefi5'prl

v OLTTIKSTQ. Thefate of Semiramis terminated in her

beinv turned into a pigeon. Another writer mentions to theo X o

fame purpofe ;

7* Enoi 3s pvQQhoywTsg qctviv ctvTW ysvs<rda.i

I have taken notice of that curious hiftory of the

''

Diodorus Sic. L. z. p. 100.

7 See Alvarez Cabral
; and the voyage of Vafquez de Gama.

68
Purchas. Vol. I. paffim.

69 Bochart. Geog. Sacra, p. 317.

Hefychius. Diodorus fays of the perfon, who was fuppofed to have named;

her, oi'owa ^fp.evova.Tro TUV
srfpi^'i^cav.

L. 2. p. 93.
71 Lucian. de Syria Dea. Vol. 2. p. 885.
7 *

Diodorus. L. 2, 107.

VOL. II. R r deluge,
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deluge, which is given by Lucian from the memorials pre-
.ferved in the city Hierapolis of Syria. The temple, whence

he drew his information, was facred to the Sun, and Juno ;

and was fo ancient, that the original could not be afcer-

tained. There was a 73 ftatue of the Goddefs of equal an-

tiquity. Some faid, that it was the work of Bacchus ; others

of Deucalion : others again of Semiramis. It was carried
* O

twice in a year to the fea : at which time people came from

various parts of the world to afiift at the ceremony. It

confifted chiefly in bringing water from a fait lake ; and

pouring it down a chafm in the temple, through which there"

was a tradition that the waters at the deluge had retired,

The image of the Goddefs was richly habited ;
and upon her

head was a golden dove. What is very remarkable, the-

image was by the people called Sj^ioy, Semeion : KaAcsrca

$s
%q[j(.Yfioy

%%i ITT' O.VT&V Afrvvgiwv. Lucian takes pains to

inform us, that this was not a Grecian, but a Syriac word : a

term made ufe of by the natives. He writes in the Ionic

dialed: : and what he ftyles S^jW.fliipJ',
was by the people ex-

preiTed Sema-Ion, or Sarna-Ion, the token of the Dove ; The

emblem of Arkite Jonah. The account is very remarkable

and the whole is ftri&ly analogous to what has been faid

above.

It is obfervable, that, according to Hefychius and other

writers, by Semiramis was particularly fignified
a wild pi-

e;con. And there is reafon to think, that this intelligence

was derived from fomc ancient tradition. It is a hiftory as

" Lucian. de Syria Dea. Vol. i, p. 903. Ifis is often reprefenteJ with two

Doves upon her ir::u!.

curious,
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curious, as it is probable : and we may infer from it, that

the dove fent out of the Ark by Noah was of a wild fpecies. Jl toilet fadcin

A tame pigeon would naturally have returned upon the lead

difficulty, and perhaps of choice ; and not have afforded the

information, which was wanted. A wild pigeon would not

come back, but through neceility. Such a return plainly

indicated that the earth was not yet habitable ; and afforded

the intelligence required.

It is faid of this ideal perfonage, that fhe was expofed

among rocks
;

but was at laft difcovered, and preferved by
a mepherd, whofe name was 74

Simma, Sfitjua : and that fhe

was afterwards married to one Menon. She is likewife faid

to have conftru<ted the 7:
firft fhip. In this detail we may

perceive the rudiments of much true hiftory, but fadly mif-

applied. Simma the fhepherd is a perfonage made out of

Sema, and Sama, the Divine token. Menon is the Deus Lunus;
under which type the Ark was reverenced in many regions :

and as it was the firft
fliip conftruded, with which the hif-

tory of the dove was clofely connected, they have given to

Semiramis the merit of building it. Meen, Menes, Manes,

Menon, were all terms, by which the Lunar God was in dif-

ferent countries diftinguifhed. This Deity was reprefented

by a lunette
; which did not relate to the planet in the h,ea-

vens, but to the Patriarch, and to the ark : for the lunette

refembled greatly the facred fhip, VOLVS app^i^ai?, under

which femblance the ark was defcribed. It was accordingly

4
Oro/ta S/M^/.a. Diodorus. L. 2. p. 93. Ctefias mentions her being expofed,

and preferved by pigeons. Diodorus. ibid. p. 92.
75

Plin. L. 7. c. 56. p. 417.

R r 2 reverenced
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reverenced under this type in many places ; efpecially in Me-

fopotamia, Syria, Armenia, and Cappadocia. One of the

moft fuperb temples, that ever exifted, was at Cabeira in

Armenia ; of which ?6 Strabo gives a particular defcription.

He ftyles it the temple of Meen : and adds, en 3s K.OU rzTQ

r] SsTujMte TO
tsgou.

This too as we/I as many others is a temple

of the Lunar God. He mentions temples of the like nature

in Phrygia, Albania, and at Antioch in Piiidia ; alfo in An-

tioch of Syria.
He ftyles them the temples

77 78 Mwog A-
#a/8, Dei Luni Arksei ; by which is certainly meant the Lu-

nar Deity of the Ark. In like manner, when Eufebius, in

defcribing the people to the eaft of Babylonia, fpecifies

78

EAypxioi, A^aW, APXAIOI, Ksfy&rw, ZzvQai, rypo<ro-

Qifai ;
I am perfuaded,

that by the A^a/oi, however ex-

preffed, we are to underftand an Arkite nation, who were

worfhipers of the Lunar God.

As Semiramis was Sema-Ramis, the token of the moft High ;.

fo Semele, the fuppofed mother of Niobe, was Sema-El, and

of the like purport. Her fifter Ino was no other than lona j

the fame as Venus, and reputed a goddefs of the 79

fea, and

the nurfe of Dionufus. The poets repreiented Ino as the

daughter of Hermione and Cadmus.

'
6
L. 12. p. 835.

77 L. 12. p. 864. See the plate, wherein is a reprefcntation of the God Lunus,.

and the Mundane Egg : taken from a coin of the Antiocheans, preferved by VaiL-

lant. Numifm. Colon. Pars. 2. p. 36. p. 42.

See alfo page 241 of this volume.

78 Chron. p. 1 1.

79 Irw fs S-gw ttrtzi TUV S-aAacrcr.'W!'. Pan fan. L. 9. p. 719,

Hermione
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Hermione et Cadmo generata parentibus Ino,

Cui conjux Athamas, Dea dicitur effe marina.

but Hermione is a compound of Herm-Ione, and 8l

figni-

fies a dove : and Ino and Hermione are different names for

the fame emblem. Semele related to the fame, though made

a third perfonage. Her hiftory, as well as that of Dionufus,

was brought from Ur in Chaldea ; whence it was fabled that

Dionufus was born in fire
; and that Semele was confumed in

the fame element. It is moreover faid of her, that fhe was

confined in the fhades below
; but recalled to light by Dio-

nufus. This circumftance is alluded to in the Orphic hymn
to Semele, where fhe is mentioned,

All thefe fables have a manifeft reference to Noah, and the

Deluge : and to the ftate of death in the ark.O *

I have mentioned that the ark, in which mankind were

preferved, was figured under the femblance of a large fifh.

It was ftyled Kriro^ Cetus, and Gatus
; and compounded

Atargatis, and Atargatus : whence came Dercetus, and Der-

cetis of the Greeks. Macrobius makes Ataro-atis the mo-O

ther of the Ss Gods
; giving her the fame department, as

is attributed to Gaia, Rhea, and Cybele. That this em-

Similar to Hermon, Hermonax, Hermonafia, Hermodorus, Hermotubius,

Hermeracles, Hermochemia. It was fometimes exprefied with the guttural, Cher-

mion, Chermione, and Charmionc.
1

Bochart. Hierozoi'con. L. i. c. u
1

Hymn. 43.
:

S.uurnal. L. i. c. 23.

blem
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blem related to the ark, is mariifeft from its being repre-
fented as a facred receptacle, wherein the Gods were in-

clofed. This curious hiftory is tranfmitted by Simplicius

upon Ariftotle ; who has well nigh ruined it by his refine-

ment.
s * TW ZvgioLV AragyoLTW TOTTOV BM #aAa<rj, KOLI TY\V

IfftV 01 AiyVTTTlOi,
W 'STOhhUV &BM *JjOT/)Ta '&gl'

'The people of the country call the Syrian Atargatis the

f>r receptacle^ of the Gods : and the Egyptians efteem their

83

Ifis
in the Jame light ^

as containing the identity of each

Deity. The original hiftory was plain and literal. The

machine, which was figured by the Atargatis, did
really

contain the perfons alluded to
; all thofe, who were ftyled

sot, mi &ai[JLOvz$ , thofe reputed Gods, the
s&
Baalim of the

iirft ages.

The Grecians, not knowing that their mythology arofe

from hieroglyphics, formed out of every circumftance per-

fonages. They fuppofed that Semiramis was the daughter of

Dercetus ;
and that the latter was changed to a fifh, as the

former was to a pigeon.
87 Et dubia eft, de te, Babylonia, narret,

Derceti, quam versa, fquamis velantibus artus,

**
Simplicius in Ariftot. de Aufcult. Phyfic. L. 4. p. 150.

85 Tv Iov OTroSbj^w, receptaculum. Plut. If. et Ofir. p. 374.
86 This laft I think may be proved from Plutarch, and from Plato. BeAr/cc yv

6i TO.
-nrep/

TOC TuQeovx, Koti Oenpn',
V.OLI laiv i$~octtp.i\'ct, [juni Qtwv -zzraO^ara, f/.vre

acB^wTrwc, aAAa &ctifj<.ovMV jwe^aAa-T iivai tofJu^ovTK^ w; xa< OAaTa;;'. Ifis et Ofir.

p. 360.

'Epp-WSUTIKOV TO TUBTOV 01'OjUa^l ySl'Oi-, KCt.1 OHX.KOVfX.Ol', V
fj.(7lf SrtUV V.d.1 OLV^fMTTCav

guj^a jM.ec KO.I tPencrfts avvfcairtov i'a7Tf//.7roi'Ta?, -gJcEiOfi'^-g
ftiznfici-Ji'jpo.

Ibid. p. 361.

from Plato's Sympof.
87 Ovid. Metamorph. L. 4. v. 44.

Stagna
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Stagna Palseftini credunt coluiile figura :

An magis, ut, fumptis illius filia pennis,

Extremes altis in turribus egerit annos.

Thefe notions arofe from the feminine emblems of the ark,

which were exhibited at
iS

Afcalon, Azotus,
89

Joppa ; and

in the cities of Syria. The reprefentation of Dercetus at

Afcalon is thus given by Diodorus :
9

02a, jjy ovo[Jt,tt.z<riv
01

AsgxeTzv, TO pev izr^ocrwTrop g^si ywcuzos, TO $s aAAo

'Gray
eftQvbg.

The Goddefs^ which by the Syrians is called

DercetuS) has the face of a woman j but the reft of the image is

the figure of a
JiJJj.

He moreover fays, that (lie was efleemed

by her votaries the fame as Venus, or Cupris. Lucian gives

a iimilar defcription of her under the name of Atargatis :

but reprefents her upwards as of a woman's form intirely.

'HfilVSY) [JLS'J yVVYl,
TO $S WOVQV X.

fJUQgWV S$ QLKgZq HToJag <^-

@VO$ ovgY)
ct-TroTeiVSTou. *The upper half was a perfect figure of a

woman : the lower part from the thighs downward terminated

in the tail of a
fiflj.

She was worfhiped by the Phigalians in

Arcadia by the name of
z Eurunome. Her ftatue was of

great antiquity ;.
and reprefented a woman as far as the mid-

dle, but from thence had tlie figure of a fifli. She had a

chain of gold, and was denominated by the natives Euru-

nome Diana : which Eurunome is reprefented as the molt

ancient of the female Divinities, and the wife of Ophiorr..

8
Diodorus. L. 2. p. 92.

9 Colitur illic fabulofa Ccto. Plin. L. 5. c. 13. Numen Joppenfium, Ctti

formam pr::-ferens, qualis Dagon Azotiorum. Hoffman..

90 Diodorus above.

91 Lucian. de Suria Dta. p. 884.
9' Paufan. L. 8. p. 604. Euevvoftu) lxtx.ris. Apollon. Rhod. L. i. v. 51^.

10 From
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From the above we may perceive that Dercetus, Eurunome,
and Semiramis were emblems relating to the fame hiftory.

As thefe were probably the moft early, and the moil facred

hieroglyphics ; they were the caufe of the animals, whence

they were copied, being held in great veneration. Clemens

Alexandrinus takes notice of this regard being carried to a

degree of the bafeft idolatry.
93 OvSs ye TOW TW &QIVMW

XOLTOIKWTUV (sAi)(rop.aj), wv at psv rag ttregifeffOLg,
o; Jg

<rg(ss<n TffsgiTrwSy Hheioi rov A*a. / cannot but

take notice of the people ftyled Syro-Phenicians : feme of whom

reverence Doves, and others of them Ft/by with thefame zeal as

the people of Elis Jbeiv towards "Jupiter. Xenophon had long

before taken notice of divine honours being paid in thofe

parts
to fifh, and doves ;

94
xg 01 Zvgoi exg i/o[JLiov,

%cu a<^-

iooci KBiV x% siuvy zfe rag ^r&^s^g. And the veneration paid to

the latter is by Diodorus dated from the fuppofed change of

Semiramis ; and faid to have been univerfal in Syria :
9S d$

OLTT SKSIVM TWJ/
ftgovuv

QI ao^y, Zugiav 'AEIANTES

ug Stag Tifjuavrsg.
To this Tibullus alludes.

96
Quid referam, ut volitet crebras intadta per urbes

Alba Palaeftino culta columba Syro ?

97

Syri pifces et columbas ex Deorum numero habent : non

edunt. 9S OyiQwv rs avTeonn ureifsiq $ws$i

91 Cohort, p. 35.
*

Avet&etirB. L. i. p. 254.
95 Diodorus Sic. L. 2. p. 93.
96 Tibullus. L. i. Eleg. 8. v. 17.
97

Hygin. Fab. 197.
3
Lucian. de Dea Syria, p. 912.

7 mi
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ovfe fy&VSW O.VTSWV JMcuewi. The places, where this re-

gard was {hewn more particularly, feein to have been Afca-

lon and Hierapolis. Philo Judasus informs us, that, as he

once had occafion to flop in the former, he obferved vaft

flocks of pigeons in all the ftreets, and about all the build-

ings of the city : and wondering at the reafon he was told,

99

SefJUTW sivcti
<rvXh.oifJiJQtt.vsii>' OLTTSI^^OLI s% 'nraAa/ rot? OMYI-

rog<ri TW ftgriG'iv.
The like is mentioned by Lucian of the

people at Hierapolis :

I0

tsrsgis'sgriv
$s

(jusvw 8 ffiTSorrau, aAAa

(T<pi<ri $ /]. T'he pigeon is the only bird^ which they never tafte:

for It is held by them as particularlyfacred.
The term Ib'nah is fometimes found compounded ; and

exprefled
*

Ad, or Ada lonah, Regina, vel Regia Columba :

from which title another Deity Adiona was conftituted ; and

particular rites were fuperadded. This mode of idolatry

muft have been very ancient ;
as it is mentioned in Leviti-

cus and Deuteronomy : and is one fpecies of falfe wormip,
which the prophet Mofes forbad by name. According to

our method of rendering the Hebrew term, it is called
*
Idi-

one.

99 Philo apud Eufeb. P. E. L. 8. c. 14. p. 398.

Lucian. above.
1 AD. unus, primus, Rex. Ada, prima, Regina.
* The words in our Verfion are tranfiated, And the foul that turnelh after fetch

as JMve familiar fpirits, and after wizards, to go a laboring after them, I will even fet

my face egainfl that foul, and will cut him off from among his -people. Levitic. c. 20.

v. 6. In another place it is ordered, that there fhould not be found among the

children of Ifrael a charmer, or a confulter -with familiar fpirits, or a wizard, or a ne-

cromancer. Deuteronom. c. 18. v. u. What is tranfiated a confulter with familiar

Fpirits,
and a wizard, is in the original 31K, and *Jjn% Ob and Idione : by which

arc meant ''K pncils of the Serpent, and of the Dove, who affected to give out

VoL. II. S f oracles.
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one. This Idione, or Adione, was probably the Dione,

A/wf/i, of the Greeks ; the Deity, who was fornetimes looked

upon as the mother of Venus ; at other times as the Goddefs

herfelf, ftyled Dione, and Venus Dionasa. She was faid to

have been the mother of 3 Niobe ; and, under the name of

Pleione, was efteemed the mother of the 4
Peleiades, who

form the conftellation in the heavens, fo aufpicious to ma-

riners. She had joint rites with Zeuth or Jupiter at Do-

dona ; where the Dove was faid to have given out oracles :

5
&vvva.o<; TW A ^ftaflf$g&y$fj mi

Y\ AJ&M]. As Venus was

no other than the ancient lonah, we mail find in her hiftory

numberlefs circumftances relating to the Noachic Dove, and

to the Deluge. We are told, when the waters covered the

earth, that the Dove came back to Noah, having roamed

over a vaft uninterrupted ocean ; and found no reft for tbefole

of her foot. But upon her being fent forth a fecond time by
the Patriarch, in order to form a judgment of the ftate of

the earth, me returned to the Ark 6
in the evening , and lo !

in her mouth was an olive-leaf pluckt off.
From hence Noali

oracles. The latter were the Peleiai, Peleiades, Ib'nim, Columbas of other coun-

tries , all the priefts of Theba, or the ark. This Idione is the fame Deity, as oc-

curs in St. Auguftine under the name of Adeona.
3

Hyginus. F. 9. p. 32.
*
Dione, Hermione, Pleione are all compounded of lone, and relate to doves.

Duxerat Oceanus quondam Titanida Tethyn,

Qui terram liquidis, qua patet, ambit aquis.

Hinc fata Pleione cum caslifero Atlante

Jungitur, utfamaeft; Ple'iadafque parit.

Ovid. Fall. L. 5. v. Si.
5 Strabo. L. 7. p. 506.
'

Genefis. c. 8. v. u.

conceived



THE ANALYSIS OF ANCIENT MYTHOLOGY. 31$

conceived his firft hopes of the waters being afTwaged, and

the elements being reduced to order. He likewife began to

forefee the change about to happen in the earth : that feed-

time and harveft would be renewed, and the ground reftored

to its priftine fecundity : all which God was pleafed to in-

fure to him by a promife ; and to make the Iris a t;oken in

confirmation of this affurance. In the hieroglyphical fculp-

tures and paintings where this hiftory was reprefented, the

Dove could not well be depidled otherwife than hovering
over the face of the deep. Hence it is that Dione or Venus

is faid to have rifen from the fea. Hence it is alfo, that fhe

is faid to preflde over waters ; to appeafe the troubled ocean ;

and to caufe by her prefence an univerfal calm : that to her

were owing the fruits of the earth ; and the flowers of the

field were renewed by her influence. She was the OEnas,
7
O<2/aj of the Greeks ; whence came the Venus of the La-

tines. The addrefs of Lucretius to this Goddefs is founded

on traditions, which manifeftly allude to the hiftory above-

mentioned ; and afford wonderful evidence in its favour.

8 ^Eneadum Genetrix, hominum Divumque voluptas

Quae mare navigerum, quas terras frugiferentes

Concelebras
-, per te quoniam genus omne. animantum

Concipitur, vifitque exortum lumina Solis :

Te, Dea, te fugiunt venti ;
te nubila caeli,

Adventumque tuum : tibi fuaves dasdala tellus

7
Qtrotfy uTtci^-ff.a.. Hefychius. At Dodona in Chaonia, where at

Tfua-arTo, fhe was exprefTed Phaennis : and her chief priefteis was called by the

fame name. Paufanias. L. 10. p. 828.
8
Lucretius. L. i. v. i.

S f 2 Submittit
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Submittit flores : tibi 9 rident eequora ponti\.

Pacatumque nitet diffufo lumine ccelum.

O, Thou, from whom the ^neadas arofe,

Source of delight, the joy of Gods, and men,,

Bright Venus ; thy imperial fway extends

O'er the wide feas, and all the expanded fields

Of teeming nature. By thy power of old

The various tribes, that rove the realms below,,

IfTued to life, and filled the vacant world.

O, lovely Queen of Heaven, at thy command

The whirlwinds die away, the ftorm is ftill,

And the big clouds difTolve in limpid air.

To thee we owe the beauties of the field,

And Earth's rich produce. At thy mild approach.

The dimpling waves put on a. thoufand fmiles ;

The fky no longer lowers : but calm, and clear,

Spreads its pure azure to the world's extreme.

In Sicily upon mount Eryx was a celebrated temple of

' Diva non miti generata ponto. Senec. Hippol. Aft. i. v. 273.

Venus, orta mari, mare prasftat eunti. Ovid. Epift. 15. v. 213,

Sic te diva potens Cypri,

Sic fratres Helens, lucida fidera,

Ventorumque regat Pater, &c. Horat. L. i. Od. 3. Hence ftyled n<;T;,

ETnTroma, Atf/.evict, FIsAa^a, Ai'tx.Suop.sm : aifo Oupocvix, Genetrix, Mater Divum,

Genetillis.

A^/rwcriras, OTI Kuirpis KTroaTropos s

K
y.py.resi

-ZTOI/TOO ; Mulreus. v. 249.

Orph. Hymn. 54.

this
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this Goddefs, which is taken notice of by
I0
Cicero and other

writers. Doves were here held as facred, as they were either

in Paleftine or Syria. It is remarkable, that there were two

days of the year fet apart in this place for feftivals, called

11

Ayaywy/a, and Karaywyia : at which times Venus waa

fuppofed to depart over fea, and after a feafon to return.

There were alfo facred Pigeons, which then took their flight.

from the ifland : but one of them was obferved upon the

ninth day to come back from the fea, and to fly to the fhrine

of the Goddefs : pas zargoTTaa"0<<n] w T izrsAayB? <W%i~

%&<;,
mi si? TW VBM 'WgovTrTix.^.

This was upon the feftival

of the Karaywyja. Upon this day it is faid that there were

great rejoicings. On what account can we imagine this ve-

neration for the bird to have been kept up, and this cele^-

brity to have been inftituted, but for a memorial of the Dove

fent out of the ark, and of its return from the deep to Noah ?

The hiftory is recorded upon the ancient coins of Eryx ;

which have on one fide the head of Janus Bifrons, on the

other the facred
12
Dove.

It is well known that the Ark refted upon Mount Baris in

Armenia, which is the Ararat of Mofes. In this country
are the fountains of the Euphrates. As the Ark was an in-

clofure, from whence all mankind were to be derived
;

it

feems to have been reprefented under the fymbol of an egg,

over which was depicted a dove. Hyginus has a fable to

10
Cicero Verr. 2. Seft. 8.

<fs 5ixgA<s f Ecuxi
xa.ifo; T/? t^tv, ov xctteffir At'ctyuyx-, K. T. A. Ache-

nseus. L. 9. p. 395. Alfo /Elian. Yar. Hift. L. i. c. i -.

11
ParuicC Sicilia.

this
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this purpofe ; wherein we may fee many references to the

Deluge, and to the circumftances, with which it was at-

tended.
*3 In Euphraten flumen de caslo Ovum mira mag-

nitudine cecidifle dicitur, quod pifces ad ripam evolverunt :

C ( fuper quod Columbse confederunt, et excalefa&am exclufiffe

^Hv /LI
Venerem, quse poftea Dea Syria eft adpellata : et juftitia et

probitate cum easterns exfuperaffet, ab Jove optione data,

pifces in aftrorum numerum relati funt. Et ob id Syri
14

pifces et columbas ex Deorum numero habent : non edunt.

In thefe tranfcripts we may fee many fcattered fragments of

ancient theology : the whole of which have been borrowed

from fome hieroglyphical defcription : but taken in later

times, when the fymbols were not underftood ; and the clue,

which fhould have led to an explanation, no longer known.

By the help of the Mofaic hiftory, together with what has

preceded, we may, I think, perceive plainly, to what thefe

fables allude. The egg with a Dove over it was doubtlefs

an emblem of the Ark ; whence proceeded that benign per-

fon, the preacher of righteoufnefs : who brought mankind to

a more mild kind of life : who reconciled his children to

humanity, which had been little pradifed in the antediluvian

world, where only ferocity and violence had prevailed.
A

like hiftory, which may ferve ftill further to explain the fore-

going, is given by
' 5 Lucius Ampelius in his treatife to Ma-

"
Hyginus. Fab. 197. p. 327, The Egyptians reprefented their chief Deity

Cneph with an egg proceeding from his mouth. Porphyr. apud Eiifeb. JPrasp,

Evang. L. 3. p. 1 15.
* Of facred fifhes fee Athenteus. L. 8. p. 346.

15 Lucius Amprl. in Libro ad Macrinum. See Bayer's Additamenta to Selden

de Diis Syris. p. 303.

6 crinus.
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crinus. Dicitnr et Euphratis fluvio Ovum pifcis Columbam
aflediffe dies plurimos, et exclufiiTe Deam benignam et mi-

fericordem hominibus ad vitam bonam.

The fable of the Mundane Egg, and of Typhon, is, I ima-

gine, of the fame original and purport : for Typhon fignified

a Deluge. The overflowing of the Nile was called by the

Egyptians Typhon. When Venus was (aid to have taken the

form of a fjh ; it was in order to fly from Typhon, whom
fhe is fuppofed to have efcaped, by plunging into the waters

of Babylonia.

6
Scilicet in pifcem fefe Cytherea novavit,

Quum Babyloniacas fubmerfa profugit in undas,

Anguipedem alatis humeris Typhona furentem.

Ovid takes notice of the fame.

T

Terribilem quondam fugiens Typhona Dione,
Tune cum pro Coelo Jupiter arma tulit,

Venit ad Euphraten, comitata Cupidine parvo j

Inque Palasftinas margine fedit aquas.

Nee mora, profiluit : pifces fubiere gemelli :

Pro quo nunc dignum iidera munus habent.

Inde nefas ducunt genus hoc imponere mentis,

Ne violent timidi pifcibus ora, Syri.

We find from thefe repeated evidences, that the hiflory of

this great event came to Greece in great meafure from Syria
6
Manilii Aftronom. L. 4. v. 572.

17 Ovidii Fail. L. 2. v. 461.

and
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and the Euphrates. It was derived from that part of the

world, which was nearer! to the place of defcent, and to

the fcene of thofe occurrences, which were fubfequent to the

Deluge. It is on this account, that the mundane egg and

the hiftory of Typhon are referred to the Euphrates, and the

regions of Aram. Typhon is one of thofe, whofe character

^ has been greatly confounded. This has arifen from two dif-

ferent perfonages being included under one name; who un-

doubtedly .were diftinguifhed in the language of Egypt.

Typhon was a compound of Tuph, or Tupha-On ;
and fig-

nified a high altar of the Deity. There were feveral fuch

in Egypt; upon which they offered human facrifices : and

thofe cities, which had thefe altars, were ftyled Typhonian.

But there was another Typhon, who was very different from

the former, however by miftake blended with that character.

By this was fignified a mighty whirlwind, and inundation :

and it oftentimes denoted the ocean ;
and particularly the

ocean in a ferment. For as Plutarch obferves, by Typhon
was underftood any thing

l8

violent, and unruly. It was a

derivative from Tuph like the former name : which Tuph
feems here to have been the fame as the

' 9

Suph of the He-

brews. By this they denoted a whirlwind : but among the

Egyptians it was taken in a greater latitude, and fignified

any thing boifterous, and particularly the fea. Plutarch

TuZi/jvipftz'^ei /s.ev TO >ca.Ta;ft;>'a<r6L/oK, v.a.i xaTafciaC,&jw!'&t'. Ifis et Ofiris.

p. 37 i. 4*Jtcri
'srtpi Tw^wfo?, w3 -TsctvTct.

'^rfictyfjt.a.Tix. rapa^as grgTrAwtrg Kctuuv TJJV

re Tatx.va.v, xai S-a/\a<7o-i'. Ibid. p. 361.
*' The letters S and T are often convertible. Among the fame people we meet

with r^aAaTTa, and rAacr<7<x ; TSTTCS/JK, and ito-vages '(pxTTx., and fatro-a ; p.e-

fpeaks
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fpeaks of it as denoting the fea ;
and fays likewife, that the

fait of the fea was called the foam of Typhon. Typova <fe

7j]j/ 8>

o?y.a(ro'ay. rov aAa, TVQWVQS oupgw. It fignified
alfo a

whirlwind ; as we learn from Euripides, who expreffes it

Tuphos.

Tvqxas TirvXauviv ug TI$

The like is to be found in Hefychius. Tvpuv,

By Typhon is meant a violent wind. The hijrory of Typhon
was taken from hieroglyphical defcriptions. In thefe the

dove, Oinas, was reprefented as hovering over the mundane

egg, which was expofed to the fury of Typhon. For an egg,

containing in it the elements of life, was thought no im-

proper emblem of the Ark, in which were preferved the rudi-

ments of the future world. Hence in the Dionuiiaca, and

in other myfteries, one part of the nocturnal ceremony con-

lifted in the
"

confecration of an egg. By this, as we are

informed by Porphyry, was fignified the world. 'E^fUj-

vevsiv tie TO wov rov wfffMV.
This world was Noah, and his%

if),

family ;
even all mankind, inclofed and preferved in the

Ark. The Orphic egg, mentioned by
**

Proclus, was un-

doubtedly of the fame purport. It feems to have been a fa-

10
Ifis etOfiris. p. 363.

11
Phseuiffe. v. 1 1 70.

"
Plutarch. Sympof. L. 2. Quscll. 3. p. 636. The fame prevailed among the

Romans at the Rites of Ceres.

1J
Apud Eufeb. P.E. L. 3. v. 115.

** To Ocfixof Wai', KXI iQ FlAaTwyos (aw. See VofT. de Idol. V. i. p. 34. and

Macrob. Sat. L. 7. c. 16,

VOL. II. T t vourite
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vowrite fymbol, and very ancient : and we find it adopted

among many nations. It was faid by the Perfians of Oro-

YG ft] O) d y> mafdes, that he formed mankind, and inclofed them in an

,

as

egg. And the Syrians ufed to fpeak of their ancestors, the

Gods, as proceeding from fuch an inclofure. Titanes, et

Bocores Mauri, et ovorum progenies, Dii Syri. Helladius

Befantinous takes notice of one Oan, who was reprefented by

many writers as a juft man ; and who lived at the renewal

of time : and he fays, that this primitive perfon was fup-

pofed to have proceeded from this original egg ;

2? Oi <jg O.VTGV

SK TZ nP&TOrONOT ftrstprtvevau teyxnv flOT. This very

perfon was by others ftyled i*rguToyovQ$, or the firft-born of

the world ;
and fometimes in the feminine

TtTguToyevsiix,.

And as he had enjoyed two different ftates, he was repre-

fented as twofold in his form and character. He is accord-

ingly addreiTed as fuch in the Orphic mythology.

!

8

Tlguroyovov #aAsw $I$VY\, (Jiey&v,

Qoysvq, 'xguvsa.Kny &,yotf&.o[JLvov

This author afterwards explains whom he means under this

title, by calling him,
^
yevsnv Mamgow, SytfriiM T

aufQgQTruit.

We find that this firftborn of the world, whom they repre-

fented under two fhapes and characters, and who fprung

13 See Vofllus de Idol. Vol. i. p. 33. Alfo Plutarch. Ifis et Ofiris. p. 370. who

fpcaks of Arimanius and the mundane egg.
16

Arnobius. L. i. p. 20.

17 Apud Photium. p. 1594.
18

Orphic Hymn. 5. "*

19 Ibid. v. 3.

i o from
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from the mundane egg, was the perfon, from whom the

mortals and immortals were derived. He was the fame as

Dionufus, whom they ftyled
JO<

tzraTeg> nrom*, nr&TZg cuw. alfo

31

Hgwroyovov i^yjjj rgiyovov, 'Bcta'^siov AVCMTOI,

Ay^ioy, appiorov, zgvtpiov, Jks^wTa, fyi&gQw.

All thefe terms relate to emblems very eafy to be explained ;

and to a perfon, as plainly to be 3 *

diftinguifhed.

In refpeft to Typhon, it muft be confefled that the hif-

tory given of him is attended with fome obfcurity. The
Grecians have comprehended feveral characters under one

term, which the Egyptians undoubtedly diftinguifhed. The
term was ufed for a title, as well as a name : and feveral of

thofe perfonages, who had a relation to the Deluge, were

ftyled Typhonian, or Diluvian. All thefe the Grecians have

included under one and the fame name, Typhon. The real

Deity, by whom the Deluge was brought upon the earth,

had the appellation of Typhonian ; by which was meant
33 Diluvii Deus. It is well known that the Ark was con-

flru&ed by a divine commifllon : in which, when it was

compleated, God inclofed the Patriarch and his family.

Hence it is faid, that Typhon made an Ark of curious work-

manfliip, that he might dilpofe of the body of Oliris. Into

'

Orphic Fragment. 7. v. 27.
''

Orphic. Hyrnn. 29. upon Dionufus the firllborn.

51 See Orphic. Hymn. 49. Awia Ara<a, five Liberi Prasliganei.
3J Plutarch owns that the Egyptians in Tome inllances efteemed Typhon to be

no other than Helius the chief Deity : and they were in the right, though he will

not allow it. Tun it T^wra tToi'dVT&v TOV 'HAiov ufe oi.x.'&.iv ct^iov. Ifis et Ofiris.

P- 372-

T t 2 this
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this Ofiris entered, and was flint up by Typhon.

a^a TO
crw^ta (TOJ/ Ty<pj/a)

TO psysflog AAPNAKA #aAj^, #af

y EjUoWra Toy O^y /tttTflWcAf^wu. All this relates to

the Typhonian Deity, who inclofed Noah together with his

family within the limits of an Ark. The Patriarch alfo,

who was thus interested in the event, had the title of Ty-

phonian. I have fhewn, that the Ark by the mythologies
was fpoken of as the mother of mankind. The ftay in the

ark was efteemed a ftate of 35
death, and of regeneration.

The paffage to life was through the door of the Ark, which

was formed in its fide. Through this the Patriarch made

his defcent : and at this point was the commencement of

time. This hiftory is obfcurely alluded to in the account

of Typhon : of whom it is faid, that, without any regard to

time or place, he forced a paffage ; and burft into light ob-

liquely through the 3<i fide of his mother. This return to

light was defcribed as a revival from the grave: and Plutarch

accordingly mentions, Toy Ongiv s% dfe 'Grag<x.ysvo[JLvov,
the

return of Ofiris from Hades, after he had been inclofed for a

long feafon sv Aa.gva.Ki,
in an slrk, and in a ftate of death.

This renewal of life was by the Egyptians efteemed a fecond

fbate of childhood. They accordingly in their hieroglyphics

;+ Plutarch. Ifis et Ofiris. p. 356. It is faid of Hercules, that he was flain by

Typhon, and came afterwards to life. Eudoxus apud Athenaeum. L, p. 392.
5S

Ifis et Ofiris. p. 358.
5
M/7 xauptf, fj.riS'z Koitoi. %&gxv, aAA' acajDpJj^aKTa T&'h.Yiyn 10. TTS T&X&jpc'.s j;aA-

Ifis ec Ofiris. p. 355. Typhon by many was efteemed the fame as Pria-

s; who was Protogonus, and Phanes. Diodorus. L. 4. p. 214. the fame alfo

defcribed
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defcribed him as a boy ; whom they placed upon the lotos,

or water-lilly, and called Orus. He was the fuppofed fon

of Ifis : but it has been fhewn that Ifls, Rhea, Atargatis,

were all emblems of the Ark,
37 that receptacle, which was

ftyled the mother of mankind. Orus is reprefented as un-

dergoing from the Titans all that Ofiris fuffered from Ty-

phon : and the hiftory at bottom is the fame. Hence it is

faid of liis, that fhe had the power of making people im-

mortal : and that, when fhe found her fon Orus in the midft

of the 38 waters dead through the malice of the Titans, fhe

not only gave him a renewal of life, but alfo conferred upon
him immortality.

The fame mythology, and the fame hieroglyphics were

carried as far as China and japan; where they are to be

found at this day. The Indians havpe a perfon whom they

greatly reverence, and efteem a Deity; and whom they call

Buto, and Budo. This is the fame name as Boutus of Egypt,
Battus of Cyrene, and Bceotus of Greece. The account

given of him is iimilar to that of Typbon : for it is faid,

that he did not come to life the ufual way ;
but made him-

felf a paflage through the iide of his mother : which mother

is reprefented as a virgin.
39

Bragmani fectse fuse au&orem

Buddam per latus virginis narrant exortum. This hiftory,

Tr,v I<m vTrzJ o%vv. Ifis et Ofiris. p. 374.

'Evceiv 3' avryv xa.i TO TH? etQaivcurieK pa^ocxxcr, Si B rov vtov Cipov VTTO TUV TV
Tai-i'V g7nCaAu9i/Ta, xa< NE KPON

tugtftevTO.
KA0' 'TAATOSj [JW ftorev txva~

^-f.ccii f'uo-ctif rr,v 4^w, aAAss xa T/75 aOau'cr<a5 'uroiiia-a.i U:TaAafj n. Diodor,

Sic. L. i. p. 22.

9 Ratramnus de Nativiute Chrifti. c. 3,

though
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though now current among the Indians, is of great anti-

quity ; as we may learn from the account given of this per-

fonage by Clemens Alexandrinus. 4
Etcri $s TUV Iz/JW, ot

Barm (&8ffaf*&W -S^afygfytacrtf; oV Ji* vTrsgSofyv vep-

oo? eov
TSTifJLW<x.<Ti.

There h a caft of Indians
> who

are difciples of Botitas. 77jis perfon -upvn account of his extra-

ordinaryfanflity they look up to as a God. The name Bou-

tas, Battus, and Boeotus, though apparently conferred upon
the Patriarch, yet originally related to the machine, in which

he was prefervcd. Of this fome traces may be found amono-
* * O

the Greeks. One of the Amonian names for the Ark were

Aren, and Arene : and Boeotus is faid by
* T

Diodorus Si-

culus to have been the fon of Neptune and Arne, which is

a contraction of Arene, the ark. The chief city Boutus in

Egypt, where was the floating temple, {ignified properly
the city of the float, or Ark. The Boeotians, who in the

Dionufiaca fo particularly commemorated the Ark, were

jfuppofed to be defcended from an imaginary perfonage Boe-

otus : and from him likewife their country was thought to

have received its name. But Boeotus was merely a varia-

tion of Boutus, and Butus, the Ark ; which in ancient times

was indifferently ftyled Theba, Argus, Aren, Butus, and

Boeotus. The term Cibotus is a compound of the fame pur-

port ; and lignifies both the temple of the Ark, and alfo a

4 Strom. L. i. p. 359. See alfo Hieronym. contra Jovian. L. i. c. 26. He is

at this day by fome nations called Butzan, and efteemed contemporary with Vifli.

nou. Kircher. Cnina iHuftrata. But-Zan is Zeus Bceotius : Deus Arkitis.
41 Diod. L. 4. p. 269.

place
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place for {hipping. Strabo fpeaks of a city Cibotus in Egypt;
which he reprefents as a ^

dock, where were all conveniences

for fhips to be built and repaired. There was a city Boutus

xipon the Sebennytic mouth of the 43 Nile : but the temple
of Boutus was high in upper Egypt, near the floating ifland

44 Chemmis. This ifland was probably a large Ark, or

float : and the temple of Boutus was in it, from whence the

oppofite city had its name. It feems to have been a beau-

tiful place, and of an uncommon conftruclion. There were

in it fcveral altars erected to 4S Ofiris ; together with a {lately

temple, and groves of *6

palm-trees : and this upon a deep,
and ipacious lake. From hence we may form a judgment
of the purport of this facred machine, which was undoubt-

edly a memorial of the firft {hip : and defigned alfo for a

repofltory, where the Arkite rites and hiftory were preferved.

It is remarkable, that Danaus was fuppofed from this ifland

to have come to 47 Greece ; and to have brought with him

the Amphiprumnon, or facred. model of the Ark, which

he lodged in the acropolis of Argos, called Larifia. The

hiftory, which the Egyptians gave of the ifland Boutus, was,

that when Typhon raged, and would have killed Ofiris, the

17 C..,. _T 17. ...__, % ... TQ p_^j-j-ci^"xSlOv' XKl ItTTfC T'JTV 0:'jy,TO?. 01'

e%u> xai ainoi rexpix. L. 17. p. 1 145.
43 Herod. L. 2. c. 1^5.
44

Ibid. L. 2. c. 156".
*5 In quodam lacu Chemmis Infula, lucos, fylvafque et Apollinis granck- fuftinens

templum, natat, et, quocunque vend agunt, impelliiur. Pompon. Mela. L. i.

c. 9. p. 55.
46 Herod. L. 2. c. 56. He fpeaks of it as not floating when lie faw it.

47 Herod. L. 2. c. 91.

latter



328 THE ANALYSIS OF ANCIENT MYTHOLOGY.

latter was by Ifis here 4S concealed ; and thus efcaped the

fury of his enemy. Plutarch 49
mentions, that it was Orus,

who was here fecreted, and nurfed by Latona. But Latona

was Ifis : and by Orus we are to underftand 5 Ofiris in his

fecond ftate : fo that the hiftory is the fame. Some vary

this hiftory ftill further, and call the Deity at Boutus and

Chemmis 5 '

Perfeus, whom the Grecians made the fon of

Danae. But Perfeus was no other than Ofiris, ftyled alfo

Helius : and he was efteemcd by the people of Chemmis as

the * chief Deity of the place. As the confinement during

the Deluge was efteemed an interval of death, the Ark from

thence was reprefented as a bier, or coffin : and Boutus had

the fame fignification. Hence places of fepulture among
the Egyptians had the name of 53 Boutoi. But this was only

in a fecondary fenfe, being derived from fome refinements in

hiftory. The term related originally to the Ark, and figni-

iied a floating machine. From thence the perfon preferved

had the name of Boutus, Butus, and ^ Bceotus.

All

48 Herod. L. 2. c. 156.
47

Qgov &v BBTW
Tpt(pop.evov. Ifis et Ofiris. p. 357. H^of, ov sv TOIS lAe<r/, rots

wtpi Baroy UTTO A/crts rpaqmrxt ^eyaa-ir. Ibid. p. 366.
50 Orus was Apollo, or the Sun. They efteemed Ofiris the fame. Ofirin ^gyp-

tii Solem efTe afierunt. Macrob. Sat. L. i. c. 21. 'HAJc Oonptv. Diodor. L. i.

p. 20. The fame is faid of Perfeus. Hipatus yap o 'HAios. Schol. in Lycoph.

V. 17. p. 4. Tlegcrevs
o 'HAios g<pi>. Ibid.

51 Herod. L. 2. c. 91.
f '~

Ibid.

53 Earo/ TOTTOI wag AiyuTTTto!?, fit a; u TeXeuruvrii T/Qf^raz. Hefych. The repo-

fitory of Ofiris ftyled aopsf. Plut. Ifis et Ofiris. p. 362.
54 Euftathius upon Dionyfius fuppofes Arne to have been the mother of Bceotus,

B(WTH fJWTilp Ap'n. V. 426.

7 Epiphanius
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All the myfteries of the Gentile world feem to have been

memorials of the Deluge : and of the events which immedi-

ately fucceeded. They confided for the moft part of a me-

lancholy procefs : and were celebrated by night with " torches

in commemoration of the ftate of darknefs, in which the

Patriarch and his family had been involved. The firft thing

at thefe awful meetings was to offer an oath of fecrecy to QaJk (J^J

all, who were to be initiated : after which they proceeded to

the ceremonies. Thefe began with a defcription of Chaos :

by which was fignified fome memorial of the Deluge. Chaos

was certainly the fame as B'jfe, the great abyfs. Who, fays
56

Epiphanius, is fo ignorant, as not to know, that Chaos, and

Buthos, the abyfs, are of the fame purport ? Of the rites

abovementioned we have an account in the Orphic Argo-
nautica.

57
MSTCX, <T

Qgxtct,

Ag^ous pev 'urguTcx, %a a^sya^
KOLI Kgmv, oq S^O^SVITSV &7reieiriouriv vtp

K.OLI

After the oath had been tendered to the Muftce, <we commemo-

rated the fad neceffity, by which the earth was reduced to its

chaotic ftate. We then celebrated Cronus, through whom the

Epiphanius mentions Jadal-Baoth, in which a facred perfon, named Nun, was

born in the form of a ferpent. See Lilius Gyraldus. Syntag. i. p. 72. alfo Origen

contra Celfum. L. 6. p. 294.
;

'O/xcAo>! KU Ti^.eiac. TOU teyop.tvoK Oaipifos J^/ao-Trao-jaoi?, xai Ta:s ttvcita-

trscrt, xcu Tsra^ifyevea-ieus. Plutarch. Ills et Ofiris. p. 364.
6 X cTg xi BuQos im HX ac tr<fc> sin &; TO ouwiw-sr XSXTT(. Vol. i. p. 164.

57
Orphic. Argonaut, v. n.

VOL, II, U u world
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world after a term of darkmfs enjoyed again ou&Sgfy a pure fe-

rene Jky : through whom
a/Jo was produced Eros, that twofold,

confpicuous, and beautiful Being, The poet adds afterwards,

that Eros had the name of Phanes, becaufe he was the s8
rlrfl

remarkable object, that appeared to the eye of man, in con-

fequence of this great event.

Noah is fpoken of as a man of juftice : and this part of

his characler is continually alluded to ,by the mythologies,

whenever they treat of his hiftory. The author of the poem
above, among many facred rites, to which he had been wit-

nefs, mentions the orgies of juftice, or the jufl perfon ; and

thofe of Arkite Athene, which were celebrated by night :

59

Some would alter the term
agsiVY]?,

as being
6>

unintelligible :

but there is no reafon for any amendment. By Agsivq A0ijM]

was meant Arkite Providence ; in other words Divine wif-

dom, by which the world was preferved.

In thefe myfteries, after the people had for a long time

bewailed the lofs of a particular perfon, he was at laft fup-

pofed to be reftored to life. Upon this the prierr.
ufed to

addrefs the affembly in thofe memorable terms, which I have

before mentioned.
"

Comfort yourfelves, allye, who have been

58

qsiguT&yafefptxyBti. Ibid. v. 16.

9
Orphic. Argonaut, v. 31.

Quid fit Agsmi non capio. Efchenback. Apiivu, Areine is from Arcn the

Ark : and I imagine, that the terms oAxos
onr&geaiioft

mentioned by the poet in the

plurr.!, relateJ to the lame machine.

Jul. Firmicus. p. 45.

partakers
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partakers of the myfteries of the Deity thus preferred : for we

JJjall
now enjoy fome refpite from our labours. To thefe were

added the following remarkable words :

l I have efcaped a

fad calamity ; and my lot is greatly mended. At fuch times

there feems to have been an invocation made by the people

to the Dove, lo'nah, which was probably introduced to their

view :
63 I& Ma^a^a, Aapradjipo^os : Hail to the Dove, the re-

Jlorer of light
! The principal rites in Egypt were confefiedly

for a perfon loft, and configned for a time to darknefs
; who

was at laft found. This perfon I have mentioned to have been

defcribed under the characler of Oiiris :

6*

Ongig a KCLT TO$

yivovrau Tstercu, us unoXXufJievz, mi ivQiGmptew. Hence thofe

exclamations at the feaft of Ifis
;

6s

'Evgwctpsv' Eirfflpttppst.

I have taken notice, that the Ark was reprefented under

the figure of a fhip, ftyled oejet^Jcr^tljbCWMS, wbofe extremities.

were alike. It was a kind of crefcent, fuch as is exhibited by

the new moon ; which in confequence of it was made a type

of the Ark. Hence, in the mythology of the Ark, and the

lonah, there is continually fome reference to the moon ;
the

former from its figure being ftyled M>ji>, Meen. Hence like-

wife it is, that the moon by the Egyptians was efteemed the

mother of all beings : prrs^a SsA/i^i/ TB #o<TjU8
^aAgcn. For

the Moon and the Ark were fynonymous terms. Analo-

z
Demofthen. imci <?*<? p- 568.

There was an infcription of this purport at Argos : which infcription was en-

graved in the temple of lo, the fame as lonah. Chron. Palch. p. 41. Iw yao jj ^,s-

Euftath. in Dionyf. v. 95.
*

Thcophilus ad Autol. L. i. p. 343.
65

Athenagor. Legatio. p. 299.

U U 2 gOUS
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gous to the above we are informed by Plutarch, that the

chief concern of the Egyptians was fhewn at the difappearing

of Ofiris abovementioned, KOLT
a.<poLVi<r{JLW O<ng>jJo?,

which they

ilyled the interment of the Deity. At this feafon they con-

ftructed by way of memorial a remarkable machine, called

Kaigvcuitt. jU-pfl&Jjj,
an Ark in the Jhape of a crefcent or new

moon. In this the image of Ofiris was for a time concealed :

66
TO $s fcvhov BV TOM? Agyo^sj/a^ t)tngi$tf TOLQCUS Tepi/ovrss

%OL-

rzwsvK&ri AAPNAKA MHNOEIAH.
After Ofiris had been reputed for fome time loft, it was

a cuftom among the Egyptians to go foon after in queft of

him : and the procefs as defcribed in 6y Plutarch was very re-

markable. Upon the nineteenth of the month (that is, two

days after the x<x.8sig%i$ QfflglSbs)
the Egyptians go down at

night to thefea : at which time the priefts^ and fupporters (the

Pateras) carry the facred vehicle. In this is a golden veffel in

the form of a foip^ or boat \
into which they take and pour fome

of the river water. Upon this being performed^ a Jhout of joy

is raifed ; a?id Ofiris is fuppofed to be found. This, I ima-

gine, was the feafon, when thofe particular words were ufed,

gy^^ajitsy, (Tvy^ci^o^sv ; which the Grecians in their myfte-

ries copied. The author proceeds to inform us, that upon

this recovery of Ofiris^
68

the priefts brought a fample of the

moft fruitful kind of earth
',
and put it into the water which was

in the facred Scyphus. To this they added the richeft gums, and

66
Plutarch. Ifis et Ofiris. Vol. i. p. 368.

67
Ifis et Ofiris. p. 366.

8

AvctTrhctTTdai (JwvQtdtt a.y a.Afji.onvac. Ibid.

7 fP'lces 5
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/pices ; and the whole was moulded up into the form of a
veffely

fimilar to a Lunette. What is alluded to in this ceremony,

J think, wants little explanation.

It has been obferved that the myfteries of the Egyptians

were for the mod part a melancholy procefs. The like cuf-

toms prevailed
in Syria, and Canaan. Jerome calls the fym-

bolical Deity Dagon,
6?

pifcem mceroris. And Hefychius

mentions, that the name of Bacchus was among the Pheni-

cians a fynonymous term for 7

mourning. Venus Architis,

whofe temple I have mentioned to have flood upon Mount

Libanus, was reprefented in an attitude the moft fad and

gloomy. Macrobius is very particular in his defcription of

her ftatue.
7I Simulacrum hujus Deae (Veneris Architis) in

monte Libano figitur, capite obnupto, fpecie trifli, faciem

manu laeva intra ami&um fuftinens. Lacrymas vifione con-

fpicientium manare creduntur. This is not unlike the ftory

of Niobe, who was reported after the lofs of her children to

have retired to Mount Sipylus ; where her image in the rock

was fuppofed to run down with tears. At Tegea in Arca-

dia there was a ftatue of the r" Goddefs Ilithyia, the fame as

Ifis ; the fame alfo as Juno Lucina of the Latines ; which

feems to have had a reference to the hiflory above. She was

69 Selden de Diis Syris. Synt. 2. p. 203.

71 Macrob. Sat. L. i.e. 21.

71 Paufan. L. 8. p. 698. Selden would alter Venus Architis to Atargatis ; but

without authority, or reafon. The ark was by many people ftyled Areas, and

Area : and cities were denominated from it. There was a city Area in Mount

Libanus , undoubtedly the fame, from which Venus Architis had her name. See

Jofephus de Bello Jud. L. 7. c. 24. and Ant. Jud. L. 5. c. i.

ftyled
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fly
led EihstQvtct isi ywwTiV) Lucina Ingenicula, being repre-

fcnted in a fupplicating poflure upon her knees. She was

the Goddefs of the birth ;
and feemed an emblem of nature,

pleading for her offspring, who were to be deflroyed. The

hiftory, which the Tegeatas gave, was unfatisfaftory. The

principal circumflances were, that Halius had promifed his

daughter to Nauplius ;
but had given private orders to the

perfons, who conducted her, that fhe fhould be drowned in

the fea. They had other traditions, but very imperfect.

Hard by was an altar of earth.

I cannot conclude without introducing again that memo-

rable paflage in Plutarch concerning Ofiris going into his

Ark. He fays,
that it was to avoid the fury of Typhon :

and that it happened on the feventeenth day of the month
n
Athyr, when the fun was in Scorpio. Now it is to be ob-

ferved, that there were two feflivals, at oppofite parts of the

year, eftabliihed by the Egyptians on account of Ofiris being

thus inclofed : one in the month Phamenoth, which they

termed setting OvigiSog sis TW ^sA^f, the entrance of firis

into the moon : the other, of which I am here fpeaking, was

on the fame account, but in autumn. This was the cere-

mony, /)' XsyofJisvYi mSeigfyg sig TW vogov Otn^dW, the indofing

and faftening of Ofiris in his tomb or ark, in memory of his

having been in his life time thus concealed : which ark they

termed SsA^v), and other nations 7+
Minoa, the moon. Plu-

tarch defcribes the feafon very precifely, when Ofiris was

7J TCWTO. t tzroa;yO;j!'a:< hfyuffiv l$ou.y f.~m <fsxy.fj.wos Aoua, iv y lov

8 r.hr^ 'fa^eia-tv. Plutarch. Ifis et Ofiris. p. 356.

74 See before the account of MJ;K SwA^.

6 fuppofed
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fuppofed to have been thus confined. It was in the month

Athyr, upon the feventeenth day of that month
; when the

Etefian winds were palled ;
when the overflowing of the Nile

had ceafed, and the country became dry
7S

: pwvvofJLevw $e

VVX.TQS camera; TO vxoro;, at the time of year when the nights

crrow long, and the days arc upon the decline, darknefs now en-

creaiing. It was in fliort upon the feventeenth diiy of the fecond
76 month after the autumnal equinox, ev w TQV ZXQCTTIOV o 'HAiOf

$l%KnV: when the fun pajjes through Scorpio. This, if I mif-

take not, was the precife month, and day of the month, on

which Noah entered the Ark, and the floods came. 77 In

the fix hundredth year of Noah s
life,

IN THE SECOND MONTH,

THE SEVENTEENTH DAY OF THE MONTH, the fame day <were

all the fountains of the great deep broken up In the felf fame

day entered Noah into the Ark. Hence, I think, there can

be no doubt, but in this hiftory of Ofiris we have a memorial

of the Patriarch and Deluge. As this event happened, ac-

cording to the Egyptian traditions, when the Sun was in

Scorpio ;
that fign is continually commemorated in the Dilu-

vian hieroglyphics.

75 'H Szi's (puTX [AxpativeTUt,
xai xpsnfiTcti J~wxy.it. Plut. Ifis ct Ofiris. p. 366.

76 M [uwos AQuo a<pou>iovav.ou TOV Otripiv fcyao-i. Plut. Ifis et Ofiris. p. 366.

'EJV>i 7ri Jtxct TV Oa-ipiSx ytvtabxi retevrw Aiyinrlsi fajBo^oyao-iv. Ibid. p. 357.

The Egyptians varied in their rites as we learn from feveral pafTages in Herodotus.

They differed alfo in particular places about the commencement of the year. Hence

we find the fame hiftory of Ofiris commemorated both in autumn, and in fpring.

77 Genefis. c. 7. v. u.

D A,
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DA, PARTICULA CHALDAICA.

TN treating of Danaus, and Danae I furmifed, that they

were not the names of perfons; but ancient terms, which

related to the facred {hip ; and to the rites, which were in-

troduced by the lonim, and Dorians from Egypt. I men-

tioned, that they were each of them compounded of Da-

Naue, and Da-Nauos, by which is meant the foip HOLT s^Q^v.
For the term Da is a Chaldaic particle, equivalent to De,

Die, and The, of the Saxon, Teutonic, and other languages.

It occurs in the prophet
7 *

Daniel, and, is taken notice of by
Buxtorf. HI, Da, Chaldaice, haec, ifta, hoc, illud. The

Priefts in Egypt were ftyled Decani, as we learn from 79

Jam-
blichus. But Decani, ASKOLVOI, feems to be merely a com-

pound of De Cani, by which is meant the Cohen or Priefts.

Da in Damater, which the lonians rendered Demeter, A/]p]TJi,

was certainly of the fame purport. The name related to the

ark, and was a compound of Da Mater ; the fame as Mather,

Methuer, Mithyr of Egypt, and other countries. The name

Da Mater, or the Mother ,
was given to it, becaufe it was

efteemed the common parent, the Mother, of all mankind.

As the Ark had manifeflly a connection with floods and wa-

ters, hence it was, that
* Damater and Pofeidon, the Deity

of the fea, were often found in the fame temple. As a per-

8
Daniel, c. 4. v. 27. and c. 7. v. 3. v. 8.

79 Seft. g. p. 165. and 302. Aaxcmn KOH ASiTBfyo*.

! Plutarch. Sympof. p. 668.

foliage
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fonage me was the fame as M^T^ sw, the mother of the Gods\

to whom Orpheus gives the fovereignty of the main : and

from whom he deduces the oriin of all mankind.

81 En <TSQ <T ctQavcLTuv TS yzw;, &vyrc&

So/ ^roTO-^ot
xa.TSQVTou asi, KCU

All the fountains of the deep obeyed her.

A colony of the Amonians fettled in Thrace ; and in thefe

parts are to be found many plain traces of their original hif-

tory. The river Danube was properly the river of Noah, ex-

prefTed Da-Nau, Da-Nauos, Da-Nauvas, Da-Naubus. Hero-

dotus calls it plainly the river of Noah without the prefix ;

but appropriates
the name only to one branch ; giving the

name of Ifter to the chief ftream,
8l

A^t$, mi Now, aou A^-

7CW), %h$%<n e? lov Ifgov.
It is mentioned by Valerius Flaccus.

83
Quas Tana'is, flavufque Lycus, Hypanifque, Noafque.

This fome would alter to Novafque : but the true reading is

afcertained from other paffages, where it occurs ; and parti-

cularly by this author, who mentions it in another place.

8*
Hyberni qui terga Noae, gelidumque fecuri

Haurit, et in tota non audit Amazona ripa.

Mod writers compound it with the particle Da, and exprefs

it Da-Nau, Da-Nauvis, Da-Naubis. By thofe who live upon

81

Orphic. Hymn. 26. v. 7.

** Herodot. L. 4. c. 49.
*' Valer. Flaccus. L. 4. v. 719.
14 Ibid. L. 6. v. 100.

VOL. II. X x its
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its banks, it is now called Danau. Stephanus Byzantinus

fpeaks of it both by the name of 8s Danoubis and Danoufis.

Not far from the Danube is the Boryfthenes, called alfo the

Nieper : which latter name it had in the time of Herodotus.
6

Agagog TS xou Na/r0ff. This river, like that abovemen-

tioned, was exprefTed with the particle Da prefixed. This

being a fecret to later writers, they have joined them infe-

parably together, and call the river Nieper, or Naper, the Da-

naper. Hence one of the authors of the Periplus mentions
17
TGV Rotwruzyw 'uronzjiov vaLWiTrooii KUI TO:/

He in another place makes mention
Bogv<r8ev%$

AciJ'aarggws, of the river Boryfthenes and Datiaper. In the fame

part of the world is another river, named the Niefter. This

too they have expreffed Danefter, and
88
Danafter. Cedrenus,

enumerating the rivers upon the weftern fide of the Euxine,

mentions both thefe ftreams, the Niefter, and the Nieper,
but with the particle prefixed, as if it were part of the name.

^ T A. This prefix was introduced among the

nations in thefe parts by people from Egypt and Syria. It

was originally a Chaldaic article : but may have been in ufe

among people of another family.

I have mentioned, that the name Dione was properly Ad,

5

AetvoSis, n ^ai'B<7i?, I<TOO; o -ZFOTay.o?. The etymology given by this author js

\vorth remarking for its fingularity. 'O Aavtiffts fp[4.weveTa.i, MUTTS? ra

56
Herod. L. 4. c. 48.

; Auclor Peripli Man's Euxini. p. 8. et 16. apv;d Geog. Vet. Vol. i.

3

Jornandes de rebus Geticis. p. 85.
' Cedrenus. V. 7. p. 464.

or
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or Ada, lone. Hence came the term Ideone ; which Ideone

was an object of idolatry, as early as the days of Mofes. But

there was a fimilar perfonagc named De'ione, whom the poets

fuppofed to have been beloved by Apollo. This was a com-

pound of De lone, the Dove : and Venus Diona:a may fome-

times have been formed in the fame manner. This article

feems in fome instances to have been pronounced like the in

onr language. Semele, the mother of Dionufus, was called

Thyone ; by which was certainly meant The lone, or Dove.

The poets from hence ftyled Dionufus Thyoneus. This is

analogous to the former, and fignifies the loneus, The God of
the Ib'nahy or Dove. He was alfo called 'Taj, Hyas, as Zeus

was ftyled O^^ioj, Ombrius ;
both which terms fignify the

Deity of 9 rain. The prieftefs of the God had hence the

name of Hyas, and alfo Thyas. Thyas iignifies The Hyas :

Thyades, The Hyades. Why Dionufus had this title, and

why at his myfteries and orgies they echoed the terms 9I

Hyas
Atis ;

or as the Grecians exprefled it 'Ti^ ATT/]?, the Lord of

fiowers, need not I think be explained. The conftellation

of the Hyades in the heavens was a watery fign, and fup-

pofed to have been a memorial of fome perfonages, who are

reprefented as the nurfes of Dionufus. They were the

daughters of Oceanus and 9I
Melitta, and redded once at

Nufa. It is faid of them, that they had a renewal of life :

Plutarch tries to refine upon this hiftory, but idly. Tov Aurwrcv Tw, ^
TIK iiyo'd q.u&tca'-. Ifis et Ofins. p. 364.

91 Demofchcnes. TZCCI ^f(p. p. 516. Strabo. L. 10. p. 723.
*

Hyginus. Fab. 182.

X x 2 In
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In juvenes mutatae funt. Their hiftory is defcribed by
93
Hy-*

ginus : and it is alfo mentioned by Ovid.

94 Ora micant Tauri feptem radiantia flammis,

Navita quas Hyadas Graius ab imbre vocat.

Pars Bacchum nutriffe putant : pars credidit efle

Tethyos has neptes, Oceanique fenis.

The ancients often reprefented the fame Deity both as

mafculine and feminine. They had both Cacus and Caca,
Lunus and Luna ; alfo lanus and lana. Diana is a com-

pound of De lana, and fignifies the Goddefs lana. That her

name was a feminine from lanus, we may learn from Macro-

bius, who quotes Nigidius for his authority.
9S Pronuncia-

vit Nigidius Apollinem lanum efTe, Dianamque lanam.

From this lana with the prefix was formed Diana, which, I

imagine, was the fame as Dione.

9! Ibidem.

'O <f'E
$ggjcu&js rw S?jKfA>;v 'Tnv Ae^e;, xai TO.S Atoruyu rgo/pw 'YaSots. Etymo-

log. Mag.
94 Faftor. L. 5. v. 165.
95

Sat. L. i. c. 10. p. 158,

OF
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O F

JUNO, IRIS, EROS, THAMUZ,

IT
has been mentioned that Juno was the fame as 16'na i Jlttlt

and he was particularly ftyled Juno Argiva, The Gre-

cians called her Hera; which was not originally a proper

name, but a title, the fame as Ada of the Babylonians, and

iignified the
1

Lady, or fj^ueen. She was alfo efteemed the

fame as Luna, and Selene, from her connexion with the

Ark ;
and at Samos fhe was defcribed as {landing in a Lu-

nette, with the lunar emblem upon -her
2
head. In confe-

quence of which we find her in fome ancient infcriptions

diftinguifhed by the title of Luna Regina.

3 Veronag in Domo Trivellorum,.

JUN. LUN.
REG. SACR.

She was called 4 Inachis and Inachia by the poets ; and re-

1

Heer, Herus, Hcren, Haren, in many languages betokened fomething noble-

Hence 'Hfca, aAxw. Hjaro^, (8<(r<Agw. Heiych.
1

See the plate with a coin from Spanheim.
3 Gruter. Infcript. Vol. i. p. 25.
* Ovid. Metamorph. L. 9. v. 686.

prefented
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prefented as the Queen of heaven, the fame as Aftaroth, and

Aftarte of Sidon and Syria. It is faid of Juno, that fhe was

fometimes worfhiped under the 5

fymbol of an egg : fo that

her hiftory had the fame reference, as that of Oinas, or Ve-

nus. She prefided equally over the feas ; which fhe was

fuppofed to raife and trouble, as fhe lifted.

1

His ego nigrantem commixta grandine nimbum

Defuper infundam, et tonitru coelum omne ciebo.

She alfo produced calms, and
falutary breezes ; as we are

informed by another Poet :

nrcL[Jtaunteia., A/o;

Ifis and lo had the fame department.
s
lo ab ^gyptiis Ifi-

dis nomine culta, et tempeftatibus et navigantibus prasfecta

eft. Ifis, lo and Ino were the fame as Juno : and Venus alfo

was the fame Deity under a different title. Hence in Laco-

nia there was an ancient ftatue of the Goddefs, ftyled Venus

Junonia :
9

%OOLVOV os
a.g'youQV

%,o&.8ffiv A^fpornjs 'Hfctf. Tuno

was alfo called Cupris, and Cupra ; and under that title was

worfhiped by the
I0

Hetrurians.

As Juno was the fame as lonah, we need not wonder at

Casl. Rhodigin. L. 18. c. 38.
!

Virg. ^neid. L. 4. v. 120.
7

Orphic. Hymn, in Junon. 15.
8
Natalis Comes. L. 8. p. 468.

' Paufanias. L. 3. p. 240.

Hgav extti'ot KuTTpan xaAcr/. Strabo. L. 5. p. 369.

the
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the Iris being her concomitant. This was no other than the

Rainbow, which God made a fign in the heavens ; a token

of his covenant with man. This circumftance is apparently

alluded to by Homer, in a reference to that phenomenon ;

where he fpeaks of it as an appointed fign. The paffage is

very remarkable. The poet is fpeaking of fome emblazonry

upon the cuirafs of Agamemnon, which he compares to the

colours in the celeftial bow.

1

Igi<r<riu soixoreg, QL&S Kgovuav

Ey ve<psi wgfe, TEPA2 MEPOnON wfyuxw.

Like to the bow, which Jove amid the clouds

Placed as a token to defponding man.

In another place he fpeaks of this phenomenon in the fame

manner.

:

Htrrs
iffogQvgsirtV Igut S^TOKH Tcwv<r<rrt

Zsvg s% ovgavoQev Tgct,<; sppevau.

Juft as when Jove mid the high heavens difplays

His bow myfterious for a lafting fign.

In a hymn to Selene, afcribed to Homer, there is again
mention made of the Iris being placed in the heavens as a

token :

1 mi

It was exhibited to mortals for an intimation* and fan. As
/ J o

"
Iliad. A. v. 27.

"
Iliad. P. v. 547.

13
V. 13.

10 the
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the peacock in the full expanfion of his plumes difplays all

the beautiful colours of the Iris
; it was probably for that

reafon made the bird of Juno inftead of the Dove, which

was appropriated to Venus. The fame hiftory was variouily

depicted in different places ; and confequently as varioufly

interpreted.

This beautiful phenomenon in the heavens was by the

Egyptians ftyled Thamuz, and feems to have (ignified the

wonder. The Grecians expreffed it Thaumas : and from

hence were derived the terms
S-ayjU-a^w, $<x.V{jM<no$y 8-

atyAas
gl0.

This Thaumas they did not immediately appropriate to the

bow ;
but fuppofed them to be two perfonages, and Thau-

mas the parent. The Rainbow and Dove were certainly

depicted together in hieroglyphics. Hence, when Juno is

entering the heavenly abodes, Ovid makes Iris her conco-

mitant, whom he ftyles
'*
Thaumantias, or the

' 5

daughter
of wonder.

Laeta redit Juno ; quam ccelum intrare parentem
Roratis luftravit aquis Thaumantias Iris.

What the Grecians called Iris feems to have been expreffed

Eiras by the Egyptians ;
and was a favourite name with that

people. The two female attendants upon Cleopatra, who

14
Ovid. Mctarnorph. L. 4. v. 478.

15 In like manner Hefiod defcribes her.

&cf,'j/j.xvTof S-uT/a-rtfp, tzro^a; wxfa
Ipis. Theogon. v. 780.

Imbrifera potitur Thaumantide Juno. Statius. Sylv. L. 3. c. 3. v. 81.

Both Thaumas and Thamas v/ere the fame as Themis, who by Lycophron is re-

prefented as the daughter of the Sun. v. 129. Schol.

9 fupported
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fupported her in her laft moments, were named l6

Eiras, and

Charmion ; which I fhould interpret the Rainbow, and

Dove, The Greeks out of Eiras formed Eros, a God of

Love ; whom they annexed to Venus, and made her ion.

And finding that the bow was his fymbol, inftead ot the

Iris, they gave him a material bow, with the addition of a

quiver and arrows. Being furniihed with thefe implements

of mifchief he was fuppofed to be the bane of the world.

This was different from his original character. He is ftyled

by Plato Mfiya? xbof, a mighty God : and it is faid
lS

EguTtx.

pzyizuv ay&Qwv ^iv ounov ewou : 'That Eros 'was the caufe of

the greatejl blejjings
to mankind. The bows of Apollo, and

of Diana, were, I believe, formed from the fame I9

original.

Mofes informs us, that the bow in the cloud was infti-

tuted as a token of a covenant, which God was pleafed to

make with man.
" And God faid^ this is the token of the

COVENANT, which I make between me and you ^
and every crea-

ture that is with yoUy for perpetual generations. I do fet my
bow in the cloud and I will remember my COVENANT, which is

between me^ a?id you^ and every living creature of allflcfo : and

16

E<pa fl KAesTar/sa? xvpfuTpix, xxi Xxp/utui'. Plutarch, in Antonio, p. 954.

Columba, CW?, a Syris didta eft Charmion, vel Charmiona. Bochart. Hierozoi'c.

Pars 2da. L. i. c. i.

17
Apollon. L. 4. v. 446.

18
Plato. Vol. 3. Sympof. p. 178.

19 The original word was Cofet, which the Grecians tranilated TSO?. The Se
r

venty uniformly ufe TOOS for the bow in the heavens.

10
Genefis. c. 9. v. 12. 15.

VOL. II. Y y the
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the 'waters foall no more become a flood to deftroy allflejh. To
this covenant Hefiod alludes, and calls it the great oath.

He fays, that this oath was Iris, or the bow in the heavens ;

to which the Deity appealed, when any of the inferior divi-

nities were guilty of an untruth. On fuch an occafion Iris,

the great oath of the Gods, was appointed to fetch water

from the extremities of the ocean ; with which thofe were

tried, who had faliified their word.

a. e, 0ATMANTO2
WwhsiTou STT

sugstx.
VUTK

sgis
xou vewots sv AQa.va.Toi<nv

Kca
p o?ie -fyev

Jg TS
Igiv

sv

egz 'sroTa.^Qio
si <a VVKTOL

I am induced to think that Iris and Eros were originally

the fame term ; and related to the Divine Love exhibited in

the difplay of the bow, which it pleafed God to make a teft

of his covenant with man. But a difference arofe in time :

and the former was appropriated to the phenomenon in the

heavens ; and of the latter was formed a boyifti Deity : by
which means it was made to vary from its original purport.
The attendant upon Cleopatra was named Iras : and the fer-

vant, who was employed by Marcus Antonius to do him the

laft office, when he wanted to be difpatched, was "
Eros..

"
Hefiod. Theog. v. 780.

**
Plutarch, in Autonio,

Henc
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Hence I am led to imagine that they were the fame name ;

only reprefented, after the mode of the country, mafculine

or feminine, according as they were applied. There was a

particular kind of chaplet, familiar among the Greeks ; and

compofed, ex. 'Wwruv CLV^SM, of every kind of flower. It

was called Eros : undoubtedly from having all the variety of

colours, which are confpicuous in the Iris. When there are

two terms or titles, which have a reference to the fame ob-

ject ; the Greeks generally form fome degree of relation be-

tween them. Thus, in the prefent inftance, Plutarch takes

notice that the Poets are very wild in their notions of the

God of Love : but there is one circumftance, in which he

thinks they are right, however they may have been led to

the difcovery : and this was in making Eros the fon of Iris

by Zephyrus the weftern wind. And he accordingly quotes

from fome ancient anonymous author a line or two to that

purpofe.
13

OTuya $s SI^TOLI y.sTCL (TTraJV^ O.VTOI;

SITS #ara mv mi
Aoyi<r|U.oi/,

SITS <rvv ew T

{JLSVOIS'
WV SV S^l %CU TO

ttTSgt Tflff ySVSTS^^TH E^6JTO^)'__
Ag/J'O-

TOLTOV v
ysivctTo svTrs^iXog Igig, xgvtroxopa, Z,s<pvgy ^I^SKTO..

From thefe data I think we may infer that Eros and Iris

were the fame. After the defcent from the Ark, the firfl

wonderful occurrence was the bow in the clouds, and the

covenant, of which it was made an emblem. To this pur-

pofe there feems to be a verfe of Parmenides, quoted from the

author above :

"
Plutarch. Amatorius. Vol. 2. p. 765,

Y y 2
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At this feafon another sera
as

began : the earth was fuppofed
to be renewed ; and time to return to a fecond infancy.

They therefore formed an emblem of a child with the rain-

bow, to denote this renovation in the world
;
and called him

Eros, or Divine Love. But however like a child he might
be exprefled, the more early mythologies efteemed him the

moft ancient of the Gods. And "
Lucian with great hu-

mour makes Jupiter very much puzzled to account for the-

appearance of this infant Deity. Why^ thou urchin, . fays the

father of the Gods, how came you with that little
childijb face,

when I k?iow you to be as old as lapetus f Hence he is called

in the Orphic Argonautics

17

YIgs<rvTC(.Tov TS, #U avTOTSfy, 'GroTwpj'ny E^wrci.

The Greek and Roman Poets reduced the character of this

Deity to that of a wanton, mifchievous pigmy : but he was 1

otherwife efteemed of old. He is in the quotation above-

ftyled JWj$TCtT<5 zwv : and by Phcsdrus. in Plato,
l8

|Oya?.

^20^ o E^a
1

?, mi ATMA2TO2 sv <

sr^cr6wraTOfff
TUV sow.

Plato here in the term
^cav^<x.^cg

has^ an eye to the ancient-.

"*
Plutarch. Amatorius. Vol. 2. p. 756.

! AwAaJ'fts xAcoc'B(7j nroAuTpOTra MjuaTa Mo:p;. Nonnus. L-4I. p. 1070. v. 23..-

Eros by Hefiod is the fiift, v/ho is made to appear after the chaotic Hate ofmature.

Theog. v. 1 20.

Lucian. Vol. i. p. 121.

Orph. Argonaut, v. 422.

Platon. Sympof. Vol. 3. p, 178.

Amonian

18
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Amonian name Thaumaz, and Thamuz. Plutarch in his

account of Eros has the fame allufion :
29

Mot,mgiovy ws aA^-

0W, szsivo, X.OLI
$<x.V[JLO<.<riov

xcthov. At the beautiful appearance
of the bow in the heavens, it pleafed God to make his pro-

mifes to man ; and to take off the curfe from the earth :

and to ordain, that there fhould be fome refpite from labour,.

The very name of Noah was 3
reft. This Hefiod feems to

allude to, when he defcribes Eros firft appearing :

Jl RcT E^o?, os #aAA<fO sv ot.Qa.va.Toun ^s

Love
alfo 'was produced^ the moft beautiful of the Gods : Love,

the foother^ and
fofte?ier,

who unbends the wearied limbs. By
fome he is nude the fon of Cronus, who produced him, and

at tru fame time all the winds which blow.

X.QLI

The anonymous Poet in Plutarch made him the fon of Ze-

phyrus : others, the fon of Venus, or the Dove. Which va-

riety of notions arofe from the different manner of exprerTinij,

and alfo of interpreting, the ancient hieroglyphics. Hefiod

makes him pofterior to the earth : on the other hand, Ari-

' Amatorius. p. 765.

Kefychius.

HcfioJ. Theogon. v. 120. He calls the Deity E^, not Epus. 'O Zl/oraeros

AT^lifi^ era> ctnw, cf/o xa< ATiETS c Bio;' -x.cn
O^&t'JS <p);crn',

A'^iTS.i x Tt 'srovtav xctAtTrui'y jtat
at.7rtipo:'o< oifp.i*

Olympiodor. Comment, in Phnsdonem.'

.-rspfs.ix srofafx.VYiroV) -nroAywwws, Auete ACU/AW. Orph. Hymn. 49. v. 2.

Crph. Fragment. 22. According to Ph-redrus in Plato, Eros, Love, had ntii

thcr father nor m^thtr. Sympof. p. 178.-

jftophanes
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ftophanes carries his birth as far back as Chaos. But it muft

be coniidered that the confufion, which prevailed at the De-

luge, is often reprefented as the chaotic flate of nature.

For the earth was hid, and the heavens obfcured ; and all

the elements in diforder. At this feafon, according to 33 Ari-

ftophanes, fable-winged Night produced a?i egg ; from whence

fprouted up like a bloffom Eros, the lovely and defireable, with

his gloffy golden wings. The egg is called uov VTrwepiov j which

is interpreted Ovum abfque concubitu : but it likewife fig-

nifles
H
venae, rainy. This was certainly the egg of Typhon;

an emblem of the Ark, when the rain defcended : and it may,
I think, be proved from a like piece of mythology in Orpheus

concerning Protogonus, the firft man upon earth ; who was

certainly deiigncd to reprefent the great Patriarch ; and is

fet off with the like hieroglyphical ornaments, as are to be

found above.

35
xofasw,

I invoke Protogonus, the jirft of men : him, who was of a two*

F:-; cf"',
sJ" a.a, a/ 1

'

apctvos yv, EpeZu; $' s~r a-Trftcoitrt

a 'srepnsh&ofJi.evoM wfccis ^Xa^Kviv Epa.-5
o sroSejrcs,

i' vurov -srreouyoiv ^pua&a.iv. Ariftophan. in Avibus. v. 6t)2.

vf^or, USTOV. Hefychius. The egg is alib ftyled Hoc

And God made a wind to pafs over the earth, and the waters ajfwaged. Genef. c. 8. v. i.

Damafcius ftyles the egg TO Kvup.tvoV) KOU TO KUQV caw. MS. quoted by Bentley in

his celebrated Epiftle to Mills, p. 3.
55

Orphic. Hymn. 5. In all thefe fymbols the term Aqws continually occurs :

TIguToyovos JifyvW) Aiorucros cT<(pu5, Ksxpo-^ Ji^uw?, Epws tPfyuw, n<xi'vs <Pi<pvM in Be-

rofus. All thefe relate to one perfon, and the fame hiftory.

7
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fold ftate, or nature : who wandered at large tmder the wide

heavens ; inckfed in an ovicular machine, (whence he was

termed Qoysvqi;, Ovo genitus) who was alfo, hieroglyphically,

depifted with golden wings.

rsVSffLV M&K&gUV, $VYTW> T
ttVUgMTTttV.

The fame was the father of the Macares (ftyled Heroes, A0a-

jaro<, 'HAiaJa/, the Demigods, and Daemons), the parent alfo

of all mankind ;

who difpelled
the mift and darknefs, with which every thing had

been obfcured. The golden wings, which are given to thefe

perfonages, were undoubtedly taken from the tints of the Iris:

and thefe defcriptions are borrowed from ancient heiroglyphi-

cal pictures ;
where the fame emblem was differently appro-

priated ; yet ftill related to the fame hiftorical event. Proto-

gonus is ftyled hpvw ;
and Eros has the fame epithet :.

36
i/, q$vv

All fymbolical reprefentations were, I fhould think, in their

very nature ambiguous ;
and could never be uniformly and

precifely
defined. Eros, who was the firft wonderful phe-

nomenon, feems fometimes to be fpoken of as Phanes, who.

was alfo called Dionufus.

36
Orphic. Hymn. 57.
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37

E%a,i)e<p$V

'O (ft vvv xahexfi Oa^ra re

r' .awwra, #aj ANTATFHN
gff <pao j]A$, AJWIWOS cT gjre

He alfo has golden wings, according to Hermias from Plato :

38

Xgvtrsioug trrg^yscnn (^^Bv^svog.

And he is in the Orphic Argonautics exprefly faid to be the

fame as Eros : but contrary to the 'notion of Ariftophanes,

he is here made the parent of night :

39

Jipyj], ursgiuTrsct, %v$gw Egyrct.,

Nw.ro; agfyyjj-n^ 'srars^a xAvrov, ov fa

He is likewife called Phaethon, and

And however thefe little hiftories may have 'been confounded,
and differently applied ; yet it will appear plainly upon

comparing, that they have all the fame tendency : and that

they relate to the bow in the cloud, and to the circumftances

37

Orphic. Fragment, apud Macrob. Saturnal. L. i. c. 18.
3

Hermiae Comment. MS. in Platonis Phjedrum. Orpheus. Edit. Gefner. p. 405.
5

Orphic. Argonaut, v. 15. Plato fpeaks of Phanes as the fame as Eros from

Orpheus : x/ p.ot oxet Y.O.I o FTAaTtof suouv -wap' Qgcpei
TOV OC.UTOV TBTOV ('f'afijTa),

xai EpwTa, v.0,1 Aa/^oca \jLtyctv aToxaAajwsi'or. K. r. A. Proclus in Platon. Alcibiad.

See Bentley's Letter to Mills, p. 3.

Orpheus apud Laftant. de Falf. Relig. L. i. c. 5.

of
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of the Deluge. This cloud the mythologifts reprefented

as a cloak, or covering, out of which Phanes difplayed him-

felf :
4l

%iTwvaiy n TW NEOEAHN, on w TXTUV Mfyamei o

af>]. To him the fons of men looked up, as to an un-

expedled and much longed for tokeji :

4: 0ATMAZON xotQogwnes ev ouQsgi <psyyo; aehTrrw,

Toiov cwofixSsi %oo aQcutccrort Oa^roj.

If we confider thefe articles, as they are here circum-

ftanced ; we {hall find that they cannot relate to the Chaos,

though they are fometimes blended with it. They were

taken from emblems, under which the Deluge was repre-

fented, as well as the phenomena fubfequent to that event.

But they are difficult to be precifely appropriated ; as not

only the phenomenon itfelf, but the Deity, by whom it was

inftituted, and the perfon, to whofe view it was principally

exhibited, are often referred to under the fame fymbol. Thus

the author of the Orphic poetry fpeaks of Phanes as Eros,

alfo as HguToyms, Aipwis, and 43 AJOMCT^ WJXKTW^.
Ht men-

tions likewife in the fame defcription

r Ai/arra, xcu ANTATFHN **

41 Damafcius Uepi ZD-/XWTWV a^cav, MS. p. 156. See Bentley's Epiftle to Mill.

And it/hall come to pafs^ when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow Jhall be feen

in the cloud. Gen. c. 9. v. 14.
41 Hermias in Platonis Phasdrum, MS. quoted by Gefner in Orph. p. 406. and

by Bcntley in his epiftle to Mill.
41 Dionuius under the name of TO<T>W/XO' ftyled Eros.

;. Orph. Hymn. 51. His lecond mother was the Ark, ftyled

Vp and M/ir/ip IMV.

44 Macrobii Saturnal. L. i. c. 18.

VOL.. II. Z z which
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which fignifies
the merciful Lord or King^ and the refpkndent

oppofed light ;
that is, the reflected colours of the Iris, which

arife from their opposition to the Sun. Great obfcurity has

been brought upon this part of ancient mythology, from the

names of thefe fymbols not being precifely adapted, nor uni-

formly preferved : for they varied in different parts ; and fuf-

fered great alterations from time. The name alfo of each

hieroglyphic was given to the chief perfonage
-

y as the author

of this poetry acknowledges :

Hence among other titles he was ftyled Maneros, which fig-

nified Lunus Cupido. Under this character the Egyptians

reverenced a perfon, who feems to have been the fame as

Thamas or Thamuz : and his rites were attended with the

like lamentations and dirges. They
4fi efteemed him a dif-

ciple of the Mufes, a great hufbandman, and the inventer of

the plough.

* s Macrobii Saturnal. L. i. c. 18. ex Orpheo de Phanete.
*6 See Plutarch. Ifis et Ofiris : and Julius Pollux. Maregwj yfugytou fuperw^ KO.I

L. 4. c. 7.

B A R I S



( 355 )

B A R I S or BARIT,

The B A R I T H, JT1 3, of the

B E R O E of Nonnus, L. xli.

A CCORDING to the Grecian manner of expreflion,

jfjL the facred {hip of Egypt was ftyled Baris, which was

another name for the Ark or Thebah. I have taken notice,

that from the inflexions, which the word is made to undergo
in the Greek language, we may be aflured that it was origi-

nally rendered Barit. For the nominatives have in number-

lefs inftances fuffered a change in termination : and we muft

necerTarily apply to the oblique cafes, in order to inveftigate

the radix. The terms j3fie*<Jo, j3a^/J/, /3a^/Ja,
&c. can only

be deduced from Ba^, which the people of the earl pro-

nounced Barit, Barith, and Berith. It was the name of the

Ark, but fignified properly a covenant. It was alfo a name,

by which Mount Ararat was fometimes diftinguifhed ; as

well as the temple of the Ark, upon that
'

eminence : and it

related to the covenant made by God to man.

' T;
"Bxpifos

vita'-. Strabo. L. 1 1. p. 803.

Z z 2 We
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We read in very early times of a Deity, Baal
*
Berith in

Canaan ;
who was worfhiped by the men of Shechem, and

of no fmall repute. This, I fhould think, was no other than

the Arkite God ;
with whofe idolatry the Israelites in gene-

ral were infecled, foon after they were fettled in the land.

The place is ftyled Beth Baal Berith, the 3

temple of the God

Eerith : where there appear to have been large offerings

made, from the riches depofited within. Near Sidon was aa

ancient city, Berith or Barith, of the like purport ; and fa-

cred to the fame Deity. It was by the Greeks called Bery-
tus ;

and fometimes by the poets Beroe ; being, as was fup-

pofed, fo denominated from a nymph of the ocean, who was

the nurfe of Semele. Others make her a miftrefs of Diorm-

fus. I have taken notke of Venus Architis in Mount Liba-

nus ; and the many memorials of the Deluge in thefe parts ;

and of the worfhip in confequence of them at Afcalon, Gaza,

Sidon, Hierapolis, &c. The fame rites undoubtedly pre-

vailed in this place ; which was ftyled Barith, from being the

city of the Ark. Nonnus fuppofes the ancient and true,

name of this city to have been Beroe ;
and that it was

1 And it came to pafs as foon as. Gideon was dead, that the. children of Ifrail turned

again, and went a whoring after Baalim, and made Baal Berith their Cod. Judges,,

c. 8. v. 33.
' And (the men of Shechem) gave (Abimelech) threescore and ten pieces offiker

out of Beth Baal Berith. Judges, c. 9. v. 4.

.ind when all the men of the tower of Sbecbem heard that, (how the lower city was

taken) they entered into an hold of the houfe (Beth) of the Cod Eerith and all the people

tikewife cut down every man his bough, and followed Abimelech, and put them to the hold,

and fet the held on fire upon them : fo that all the men of the tower of Schechcm died alfs,

about a thoufar.d men and women. Judges, c. 9. v. 46. 49.

The tower of Berith. It was the fame as Beeroth near H;i' } mentioned Jofhua.

e. 9. v. 17. a city of the Gibeonites,

changed
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changed to Berytus by the Romans. But this is a great

miftake : for the ancient name was Barit or Berit : and it was

called Berytus by the Greeks, before the Romans were ac-

quainted with that part of the world. Under the character

however of Beroe, which is by him fuppofed to be the fame

as Barit, he manifeftly alludes to the Ark and Deluge, and

to the covenant afterwards made with man. He fpeaks of

Beroe as coeval with the world : for all hiftory, and time

itfelf according to the 4 Grecians commenced, from the iera.o
of the Ark.

-

<rvy%govQ<; ffim.

He fpeaks of her as a nymph, who had the whole ocean for

her poffeflion ; the feat of juftice, from whence all laws were.

derived :.

EfJLQV- Vl

V %/, sgOY] KgKTOg <T^

4
They ftyled it the aera of Inachus. Flao-a ^af> 'EAAvc-i 3-a.viJ.a.^op.tvYi

TO TOJH I;'^y %govtav ' Eufcb. Chron. p. 24. 1. 55.

(Danes appeared BV TW tecMTU fviavTa. Alexand. Polyhift. apud Eufeb. Chron.

p. 6. for time commenced from his appearance.~
'EAAawxw irogMS ctpwv AFIO 1NAXOT APFEIOT : the meaning.of which .

is from I\jch the Arkite. Ocell. Lucanus. L. i. c. 3.

s Nonni Dionyf. L. 41. p. 1074. v. 3.
5 Nonni Dionyf. L. 42. p. 1106.

7 Nonni Dionyf. L. 41. p. 1074. v. 30.

He
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He afterwards fpeaks of this perfonage in terms, which are

only applicable to the Ark, and cannot poilibly be referred

to any other
fu-bjecl:,

OUWVQS opcxTTrogs, vvvdgovs

'Egpeicto, hxw ttrsfov, QL$V

'Oj B>OIOI/ q>vTv?v ew

i%(j,ofr.oi<riv

SireWfJUVay, VT

JTO^^JJ TXV
SWJJ.

I have before obferved, that one fymbol, under which the

ancient mythologifts reprefented the Ark, was an egg, called

Ovum Typhonis. Over this fometimes a Dove was fup-

pofed to have brooded, and to have produced a new creation.

It was alfo reprefented by a figure of the new 9

moon, and

hence called Meen, Menes, Manes, Mqv Agyyuog and Af-

fccuos* In the temple of the Diofcouri in Laconia there

was fufpended a large hieroglyphical
I0

Egg. This egg was

fometimes attributed to Leda, and fometimes to Nemefis

the Deity of juftice.
"

"Pctpx$y fyptts Amws, vQa rri N-

* Nonni Dionyf. L. 41. p. 1060. v. 13.

9 See the plate with the reprefentation of Deus Lunus Ovatus Carrhenorum.
10

Paufanias. L. 3. p. 247.
11 SchoL in Callimach. Hymn, ad Dianam. v. 232. Ram Nous, is 6 [A.?ya; Noos

or Noas, from whom the diftrift was named. The reft of the fable is eafily de-

eyphered.
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o Zsvg <rvvmQevh<rsv, fas erszev Qov. This egg the

poets fuppofed to have been hatched by Leda ; whence the

Ajo<r#a0/, Diofcouri, were produced. At other times a fer-

pent was defcribed round it ; either as an emblem of that

Providence, by which mankind was preferved ; or elfe to
fig-

nify a renewal of life from a ftate of death ; which circum-

ftance was denoted by a ferpent : for that animal, by annually

cafting its
lz

fkin, was fuppofed to renew its life, and to be-

come pofitis novus exuviis, vegete and frefli after a ftate of

inactivity. By the burfting of this egg was denoted the

opening of the Ark ; and the difclofmg to light whatever

was within contained. Nonnus has fomething iimilar to this.

The ark, fraught with the whole of animal life, and tofled

about by an unruly flood, is defcribed under the character of

Beroe in labour : to whofe delivery Hermes the chief Deity

adminiftered.

13
Eig Bs0]$ wJivo. (jLoywoxos ifr&fai 'E^pjf.

At the fame time the whole earth is faid to have been wafhed

cyphered. To Tuv&t/Kia* (coot') 01 vromai teyutriv xpa.vnreTes a.vx<fwKt. Plut. Sym-

pof. L. 2. Qi 3. p. 637.

Mecy.ctpur, Srvwitov n'
ctv^ptoTrctiv. Orphic. Hymn. 5.

The Baris was reprefented by an egg : and the uottfn Jnt*.upyntJ.a.Ta, thofe egg-like

buildings in the Grecian Hippodromes, were called Barides by Vitruvius.

11
Kofffj.ov /3^Acjtx?r&J (it AtyuTnioi) yfcf^att, Qtfiv ^atyfet^u^i

xa9' ljta<j-ov <?e tvi-

COJTOV 10
yy%a.<, ct$fi; cnroS'ueTcti. Horapollo. L. c. 2. p. 4. The chief Arkite per-

fonage was, from the Ark, denominated A/JX<O?, Areas, Argas, Argus : and he

was for the reafcns given defcribed as a ferpent. Hence we read of Acya?, Op*?,

in Hefychius, which is remarkable.

13 Nonnus. L. 41. p. 1060. v. 31.

10 with
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.with the falutary waters of the ocean : which was an intro-

duction to equity and juftice.

Ti $s hosvosv uriaTa.'B'h.Qg eursn

i%vi

ASVOLU

He next mentions the approach of an ancient and refpectable

perfon, called JEon. He was a prophet ; and had now, like

the ferpent, renewed his youth, and been wafhed in the

waters of juftice. On this account he took off the veil of

equity, the bandage, and covering, under which Beroe had

been before her delivery confined.

y
-zzrsTrAa icw, aveiivQurs Twrgotpo*;

e7rs<r<ro[jLewvy
OTI

o<pi$ afyctvebw Qohiftuv

EMHAAIN 'HBH2EIE,

Her labour now being paft,

came near, the fage of ancient days :

,
a prophet fam'd ; who gently reach'd

His aged hand to Beroe, and withdrew

The veil ofjuftice, which obfcur'd her brow :

14 Nonnus. L. 41. p. 1062. v. 15.

Deucalion, the firft of men., was ftyled Protogonus ; and lie had alfo from the

fymbol of the ferpent the name of Opus, Serpens. The city Opus in Locris was

certainly named in memory of him : and it was on that account further denominated

in the feminine, FFpuvoyonto.; afo. Pindar. Olymp. Od. 9. p. 87. and 89. The

people alfo were faid to have been defcendants of Deucalion. See Scholia ibid.

Then
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Then loofen'd all her bands. JEon had feen

Age after age in long fucceffion roll :

But like a fcrpent, which has caft his {kin,

Rofe to new life in youthful vigour ftrong.

Such the reward, which Themis gave the man,
Wafh'd in her healing waters.

This is a very remarkable allufion, in which the Patriarch

is plainly figured under the type of time growing young

again : and where every circumftance is fignincant. To
this renovation of the world the Orphic verfes allude, when

it is faid of Rhea,

Tt(an/v

^ ^

( ( t(tvifl,f-

15
tzraAjf Fa/ay rs, zou Ovgavov evgvv STMTSV.

Upon Beroe, whom Nonnus ftyles both Paphie, and Ky-

being delivered, there was an immediate joy through
the creation. Every animal teftified its gladnefs. The lion

ramped : the pard fported : the neighing of the horfe was

heard : none of them betrayed any ferity ; but gamboled, and

played with the greateft innocence, and afFecKon.

16
Kelt

" ASM $s rig oifyov

I!

Orphic. Fragment, p. 403.
15 Nonnus. L. 41. p. 1062.

VOL. II. A a a
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ysvsQhioy

Ka;

Kca

Ka/

cuoAowros

ysvvsvvi

ew
%[jLo(,$Q<r<roov

Sg$VilV
KVUlV

o^wcracra, Jg

YiymtrvoLTo

vsoov

sAs^am

'Greens ysAwra

o^awtra As^wia 'zra;y^a

The Ark was certainly looked upon as the womb of nature 5

and the defcent from it as the birth of the world. Noah,
and all of the animal creation with him, had been for a lonp-' o
time inclofed in a ftate of obfcurity. On this account the

Genius of the Ark, under the character of Rhea and Cybele,
is by Lucretius flyled

I7

Magna Deum mater, materque /'V-

rarum. The opening the door of their prifon houfe, and

their enlargement was efteemed a fecond iffuing to life.

17 L. 2.v. 598.

Hence,



THE ANALYSIS OF ANCIENT MYTHOLOGY. 36"

Hence, when the ancients formed a genius or daemon from

every circumftance in mythology, they fuppofed the genius
of the Ark to prefide over the birth, under the name of Lu-

cina, Diana, Juno, and of a Goddefs particularly ftyled

nPO0TPAIA, or the Goddefs of the door.

8

KXvQi p);, w
'&o'hv<r[JLV 3-sa,

VL VSCf.ig S^TWI/

(pihorgops iffcvri

troi/8 $etva.i$ sv

<rs %<x.?\a<ri A

Ev yag <roi TOKSTUV
A'jcriTTJijaovs?

gi<r

KOU j

The delivery of Beroe was manifeftly the opening of the Ark :

and nothing can reprefent more happily, than the defcription

does above, the rout of animals firft burfting from their /^ -^ jf cvi

place of confinement, and (hewing every fign of gladnefs

upon their enlargement. Their gamboling and joy is un-

doubtedly a juft representation ; and their forbearance and

gentlenefs founded in truth. For there muft have been an

interval, ere they returned to their natural ferity : fome

fpace for the divine influence ftill to reftrain them ; by which

they had been hitherto withheld : otherwife, if they had

been rendered immediately favage, whole fpecies of animals

would have been deftroyed. Though Nonnus is a rambling Jlqi //**<

writer, and unacquainted with method, or fcheme ; yet he

is fometimes happy in his reprefentations : and this defcrip-1 ' *
/

8

Orpiiic. Hymn. r.

A a a 2 tion
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tioa is undoubtedly good. He mentions that there was a'

twofold Beroe ; one, 'ST^oroj^avyig Bsgoq %o<r[j.(t) <rwyypoi<o$,

coeval with the world : this gave name to the other, a nymph
in aftertimes, Nty/.tp/K otyiywQio (psguvv[JLO$.

He fpeaks of

them fometimes as two places : the one the work of Cro-

nus, qv Kgovog O.VTOS efelps ; formed before the clouds 'were ga-
thered in the heavens ; before the thimder rumbled

',
or thefound

of rain was heard : before the firft cities upon earth were

founded.

Bsgoq TtTgoTsgri tjrstev, r
t
v

vowev ofjLqhiKa (rv^vTog cum.

OmOTE TAP2OS EHN TEPYIMBPOTOS;
OrilOTE 6HBH,

OVTTOTS

In this
"

defcription we may, I think, plainly fee the hif-

tory of the prototype ; which was not a city, but the ori-

ginal
"
Beroe or Berith, from whence the other Beroe, ftyled

alfo Berytus, was named. The whole of the forty-firft book

in Nonnus is taken up with this fubject ; wherein, under

' Ncnni Dionyf. L. 41. p. 1056.
20 The hiftory of the Ark, and of the city denominated from it, are by this poet

continually confounded : yet the original hiftory is plain.
'

Berith, from whence have been formed Beroe and Berytus, fignifies a cove-

nant ,
and relates to the great covenant, which the Deity was pleafcd to make with

man ; of which the bow in the cloud was a memorial.

7 the
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the reprefentation of Bacchus coming into the country about

Libanus, and planting the vine, and introducing agricul-

ture, he gives a true hiftory of the fons of Chus, who really

came into thefe parts, and performed thefe things. They

brought with them the traditions, of which I have been

{peaking. They founded the temple of Venus Architis ;

and built the city, which Nonnus ftyles Beroe, and Berytus,

in memory of
*

Berith, the Ark, and the covenant. But

the poet fometimes mifapplies the hiftory, and gives to the

city what belonged more truly to the original, whence it

was named. The ark we know was the ultimate, from

whence all things were to be deduced. All religion, law,

and juftice, were from thence derived : particularly the feven

Noachic precepts, which were fuppofed for fome ages to

have obtained univerfally. To this memorable hiftory Non-

nus more than once alludes : but attributes the whole to the

city Berytus; from whence he makes juftice to be difpenfed

over the face of the earth.

23

Toucw o^Sj Kof.i uwroy, a#aprgi

Aj-sa m^y&iTWa pa t?TToA/

This could not be true of Berytus, as a city : for it never

had that extensive influence. It was not of more power, or

eminence, than Byblus ;
and far inferior to Sidon, and to

other cities in its neighbourhood. I cannot help thinking

w ctfv ^pa^ai. Nonnus. L. 41. p. 1068.
* J Nonnus. L. 41. p. 1076.

that
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that Nonnus has confounded two cities, and two emblems,
in thefe descriptions. He through the whole fpeaks of Be-

roe and Berytus, as the iame : and thinks, that the names

are of the fame purport. But I do not believe, that Berytus
and Beroe were the fame. J take the latter to have been

the city in Syria called Beroea, at no great diftance from the

former. Both places were denominated from circumftances

relating to the Ark ; and indeed from the fame object under

different types. Berytus was named from Berith, the cove-

.nant ;
from whence Baal Berith had this title. But Beroe

was fo called from the Ark being efteemed a bier, or tomb,

fi&gig
KOU rogog Ongdos. Moft of the fhrines in Egypt were

looked upon in the fame light. In another place Nonnus

feems to attribute thefe things more truly to the original

Berith, which he reprefents as a nymph : and fays, that at

her delivery the four winds wafted law and juftice through
all the habitable parts of the earth.

Tsnrotges azza. wavTa. hmsvovrss

Ex, BOX) hen
yoLictv oXw 'EjT^a'wcn

He had above ftyled Berytus, (Sioro/o T/^JJ^JJ, the nurfe or pa-

rent of life
: and of life, yaA^^oto, attended with a calm ;

when peace and comfort took place. And he mentioned

that from the fame quarter proceeded univerfal law, and

equity. Thefe things could not relate to the city Berytus ;

but to the prototype the Ark, ftyled Berith, they are per-

** L. 41. p. 1062.

fedly
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fectly applicable : for from thence thefe happy circumflances

did proceed. He feems before, when he defcribed the la-

bour of Beroe, to have alluded to the earth being in a ftate

of impurity, whofe foulnefs nothing lefs than the ocean could

purge away.

z5

Ty tie Ao^syO|U^
.

n^gaj/o? 'Wo^s ^supcx. KsyuiM IHTI KO2MOT.

There is in the fame poet another remarkable allufion to the

Mofaic accounts of the Deluge. At the time of this calamity

the earth was in a manner reduced to its chaotic flate ; all

the elements being in confufion. The Ark providentially

weathered the ftorm ; and got rid of the gloom, with which

it had been a long time opprefTed. At laft the Dove was

fent out, which returned to the window of the Ark, and was

through that opening taken in. All this we find mentioned

in the hiftory of B^roe.

6

ff.7r<ri<rct.To

KAI XAtiCS ZOOOE22AN AHESTT^EAIHE
KAATHTPHN.

Loft in the gjoom of night fad Beroe lay :

But fooii fliook off her dark Chaotic veil,

And rofe again to light. She firft unbarr'd :

* 5 L. 41. p.
"

L. 41. . 1058.
*7

J3y Ku^, .... v?n js, Qiya.?, the fame as the Dove.

9 Her



THE ANALYSIS OF ANCIENT MYTHOLOGY.

Her friendly window to the auspicious Dove

Returning from the fea.

voho& Nonnus was a native of Panopolis in Egypt; and the Dio-
'

nunaca of this poet are a rhapfody compiled from hierogly-
^

phical defcriptions : alfo from translations of ancient hymns
of that country. The fubftance of thefe he has taken and

drefled up in the Grecian tafte ; but without any fyftem,
ua J

diA^
AM A-V, t/w or method. Some of the original Egyptian expreilions are

vo/-y
to be obferved in the courfe of his reprefentations. The

M<rf purport of thefe he did not precifely know; yet he has faith-

fully retained them ; and they fometimes contain matter of
28 moment.

There are fome other verfes of this poet, of which I muft

here, make mention, as they contain an addrefs to Venus

Cuthereia, who rofe from the fea : and have many allufions

to the Noachic Dove, to the new birth of the world, and the

renovation of time and feafons.

!
9

'

EAHIS 'OAOT KO2MOIO, TSK VTTO

^eOTSI nOATTPOHA NHMATA
MOIPAP

,
xcu oog flioroio T/

us <rvyxgovo$

ElTTSj TM

Such are

a /Sia, AeAajugfos otSfJictirt

19 L. 41. p. 1070.

We
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We find, that the thread of life had been interrupted ; but

from the appearance of Venus, the Dove, it was renewed by
the Fates, and carried on as before. They are the words of

Harmonia to Venus, wherein among other things (He is in-

quiring, in what place equity redded ; and whether Beroe

was not the feat of juftice.

Root of all life, great vegetative Pow'r,

The world's late confolation, by thy hand

All things were brought to light j and at thy word

The Fates renew'd their long neglected toil.

Oh ! tell me, for thou know'ft : thy foftering care

Saved the great founders of the human race

Amid the wreck of nature : Power fupreme,

Say, in what favourite fpot, what happy clime,

Has Juftice fix'd her feat ? To thee I fue,

To thee, coeval with the mundane frame.

The ancients were in general materialifts, and thought the

world eternal. But the mundane fyftem, or at leaft the hiftory

of the world, they fuppofed to commence from the Deluge.

This, as I have before obferved, was their ultimate : and the

firft idolatry next to Zabaifm feems to have been founded

upon traditions of this event. It confided in the worfhip of

the Arkite Deity under the fymbol of a Dove, called Cupris,

lonah, Oinas, Venus. Of this Epicharmus very truly takes

notice in fpeaking of the worfhip in the firft ages.

30
Tig

10 Athenasus. I . 12. p. 510.

VOL. II. B b b
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People knew not yet

h TVU /"~ />*w J*/***t, The God of armies, nor the din of war.

Jove, and his fire, and he who rules the main,

^ not exift
. no Deity was own'd>

Cupris, Queen of Heaven.

The perfons however, who were ftyled Baalim, had a great
J(ut<. /<dn<> regar(l paid to their memory, which at laft degenerated into

<,,u
-c^ <**** a A>^ moft idolatrous veneration,

of

VARIOUS
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VARIOUS TYPES.

SEIRA, CUPSELIS, MELITTA, RHOIA,
RIMMON, SIDE, MACON : alfo of SCU-

PHOS, HIPPOS, and the facred Conteft.

AS
all the great occurrences of old were reprefented by nlvro$tt{j)lLUS! Oh

hieroglyphics; and as thefe were at times variously l-\ujft>^^^ i!>
,,

exhibited ; we may in confequence of it perceive many dif- Yw.<M tiylsvu (*

ferent emblems, which manifeftly relate to the fame hiftory. y>ca(ikttff

The Ark in particular was defcribed under various fymbols :

and there is a fragment of the Orphic poetry, quoted by Na-

talis Comes, where it is fpoken of as an hive, and called ,,
-

; / err niU(
Seira, or the hive of Venus.

Kou 'urnyw pzy&\w fiauriTwov, fa ctTro

AQctVCLTOl, 'WTSgOSVTSS, OLVS^Oi^tTA

Let us celebrate the hive of Venus ^
'who rofe from the fea : that Irf fum

hive of many names: the mighty fountain^ from whence all

'

L, 6. p. 313.

B b b 2 kings
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a/r (m kings arc defcended\ from whence all the winged and immortal

Ihj, ynnt \nqwi(nv Loves were again produced. Some interpret 2s^a, Seira, a

d /YWtfa/vi4 r{ /fa chain j becaufe it fo occurs in the common acceptation : and

n- 1 . t.A.tl many of the ancients allude to this biftory under a myfte-
awltiffflk J<-Wt<W,

e . . .

'
<

' nous notion or a chain. It certainly has this ligninration :

but the context in thefe verfes {hews that it cannot be under-

flood fo here. We learn from Hefychius, that Seira among
other interpretations fignified Melitta, a bee \ alfo an hivey or

houfe of Melitta : 2/*a, MsTUTTa, v\ jUeTumjff oucog. Such is

the fenfe of it in this paflage : and the Ark was thus repre-

fented in the ancient mythology, as being the receptacle,

from whence irTued that fwarm, by which the world was

peopled. It was therefore truly ftyled '5nr/)i,
the fountam^

& ctffo 'sravrsg a.vsXct.w<rKV EgwTS<; ; from whence the Loves, by
which is meant the lonim, were again produced ? all the fup-

pofed fons of Eros and lonah, who had been in a ftate of

death. The Seira is the fame in purport as Baris, Theba,

Cibotus, Aren, Larnax, Boeotus ; and hence ftyled Zsigct

r . 'KroAywM'|W.o$
>

,
or Seira with many names.

^^ It may feem ftrange that the Greeks fhould be fo ignorant

in
refpecl:

to their own mythology : yet it is manifeft, that

they were greatly miftaken. Of this we have a notable in-

ftance in the term, about which we are treating. Both
''

Theopompus and Hellanicus thought that by Seira was

meant a chain : and as the ancient name, A/^cw, Acmon
occurred often in their hiftory, they interpreted this an anvil.

In confequence of which they defcribed lonah, or Juno, as

"'

Fulgentii Mytholog. L. i. c. 2. p. 630.

bound
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bound with fetters, and fufpended between heaven and earth,

with an anvil at her feet. This notion is as old as
3 Homer,

Yet, however authorized by antiquity, it is founded on a

miftake : and we may be afTured, that by Seira was meant a

hive : and Acmon was a title given to the Cyclopian L>^'
-

the fame as Nilus, Ouranus, and Oiiris ; of whom I have

fpoken
* before.

From what has preceded we may perceive that Seira was /ttra

no other than Damater, the fuppofed mother of mankind ; a. M^ c >%* c

who was alfo ftyled Melitta, and Melifla
; and was looked

upon as the Venus of the eaft. It was properly a facred recep-
tacle : whence it is by Hefychius above ftyled MsTuT/fjs oixo$y

the temple or houfe of Melitta. This Deity was the fame as

Mylitta of the Babylonians and Arabians, who is mentioned

by
s Herodotus as enjoying among thofe nations joint ho-

nours with Dionufus. .The priefts of the Seira were called

Melittae, and MelifTae, from this Deity, whom they worshiped:
and the votaries in general had that, appellation. Many co-

lonies went abroad under this appellation ; and may be

plainly traced in different parts of the world: but the Gre- -

cians have fadly confounded the hiftories, where they are

mentioned, by interpreting Meliffae, bees.
6
Philoftratus men-

tions, that, when the Athenians fent their firft colony to Io-

nia, the mufes led the way in the form of bees. And Hero-

3
Iliad. O. v. 20. Iliad. . v. 25.

*
Vol. i. p. 514. Acmon, like Almon, related properly to the God Lunus. Ac-

Mon fignified il'uftris Dues Limits : and from hence came the connexion between

Acmon and Seira.

5 L. i. c. 131. c. 199.
6
Macra; ^yrro IB VMITIKB tv eifei p.fht7cruv. Icon. L. 2. p. 793.

dotus
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dotus fays,
that all the northern fide of the Danube was oc-

cupied by
7 bees. When the fhepherd Comatas was inclofed

in an Ark,
8
bees were fuppofed to have fed him. Jove alfo

upon mount Ida was faid to have been nourifhed by
9
bees.

When the temple at Delphi was a fecond time erected, it

was built by bees
; who compofed it of wax, and feathers,

brought by Apollo from the
I0

Hyperboreans. Such are the

Grecian accounts : but the Melifife, thus interpreted, were

certainly priefts and priefteffes of the Ark, ftyled Seira,

Theba, Selene, and Damater. When Pindar mentions
" Ms-

Kunra.g AsA<p)W AaJW, the voice of the Delphic Meliffa ; the

Scholiaft tells us, that the MelifTas were the priefteffes of Da-

mater ; and that, according to fome writers, all the female

attendants of that Goddefs were fo called. And he further

adds, that thefe 'were the perfons, 'who firft cultivated the fruits

of the earth ; and taught mankind agriculture ; by which they

weaned them from their foul and unnatural
ll

repafts. Con-

formably to this we learn alfo from I3

Porphyry, that the

ancients called the attendants upon Damater MelifTas ; and

7

Gpwss A?3/H<r;, MfA*c-<rai x.a.r%ii<ri TX
zs-f^a.v

IB I^pe. L. 5. c. 10.
s

Thcocrit. Idyll. 7. v. 81.

9 Callimach. Hymn, in Jov. v. 50.

Paulan. L. 10. p. Sio, AeuTepovufS /&?hia'<rct)v TOV VOLQV.

1

Pyth. Ode 4. p. 239. MgAi7<ras xupius r5 TM Aw,wTpo5 'lipticts
/crA. The

Scholiaft upon Theocritus in like manner fays, TS tTKipxi (or, as fome read, /ggaas)

avTix
(Heperftpovris)

x<xt Ai/*Tflos MeAitrtras As^sff6a. Idyll. 15. v. 94.
1

AAA/iActpaT'/ac. Ibid.

He
j^fons,

WIX.&. (pwTes a.7r aAAAwi' /3iov ti%ov Sa^XocTaxJ), Kpeurawv <Pe TO> WT-

rcva (pK-Tci <^ai'^e. Ex Sexto. Empirico Orphica. Vide Fragmenta Orphei apud
Gcfner. p. 378.

3 De Antro Nymphar. p. 261. c. j. Ka/ ras AvpiiTpos iefe:ct
f.~ MfAicrcras 01 tva.-

gxa \uv. ^shwyv it MeAifftroiv ?caAe^.

further
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further Sehwqv rs MsXi<r<ra.v smhovv : they likewife called Se-
X %/

lene Metiffa. From hence, I think, we may be certain, that

by Melifia was meant the Deity of the Ark
;
which was re-

prefented under the fymbol of Seira, the hive ; by Hefychius
rendered MeTuTTj^ 01x0$. And we may be further aflured,

that all thefe fables about bees related to colonies of the Me-
lifleans ; who fettled in different parts, and performed all,

that is mentioned. At the fame time I make no doubt, but

that the bee was an hieroglyphic, by which Melitta was de-

fcribed : and it is to be found as a facred, and provincial,

emblem upon coins, which were ftruck at places, where jfhe

was wormiped. But the Greeks did not properly diftin-

guifh between the original and the fubftitute : and from

thence thefe miftakes arofe. The Meliffce were certainly fe-

male attendants in the Arkite temples, who ufed to fing the

facred hymns. Hence Damater, and Periephone had the

title of MsAiTTwo^ from thefe fongs made to their honour.

Homer, fpeaking of a myflerious grotto, facred to the nymphs
in Ithaca, by which was meant an ancient Arkite Petra,

among other circumftances mentions,

14

Thefe words the commentators apply literally to bees.

But the whole is a myftery, which probably Homer did not

underftand. Thebotha, ^w$a, from whence the ftrange

word T0a<WcT8<n is formed, fignifies the Ark ; as we may

4
Odyff. N. v. 106. It flood in the harbour facred to the God Phorcun.

7 learn
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learn from Is Clemens Alexandrinus : and the terms

bWiracn MsAr<rca relate to a temple, where the Meliffas of

Damater fang hymns in memory of the Ark Theba, called

alfo Thebotha.

The Ark was likewife ftyled Cupfelis, "K.vfyefag,
a word of

the fame purport as Seira. At Corinth was a family named

Cupfelid^e, who were originally priefts of the Ark ;
and who

firfl introduced the fymbolical rites of it into that city.

Cupfelus, the father of Periander, was of this order : upon
which account Paufanias fuppofes, that thefe rites com-

menced with
lS
him. He accordingly attributes to him

many interefting circumftances of ancient hiftory, to which

he had no title. But Paufanias lived many centuries after

the father of Periander ; and might eafily mifapply this hif-

tory, which was fo much prior in time. The perfon alluded

to was fuppofed to have been expofed in an ark upon the

waters, and miraculously
17

preferved. This Ark was called

Cupfelis, KznJ/gA/f, and Kvtyetoi ; which Hefychius terms a

bee-hive, 'srAstfTOj/ ayysiov MePuovwy KtnJ/sTufe, MeTuoro-

qxtrvau. In memory of the perfon preferved it was ufual to

carry machines of this fort, and dedicate them in different

temples. Paufanias mentions one, which had been made

a prefent to the Deity at Olympia by the people of
8 Co-

rinth. It had an infcription in ancient characters, which

15 Tw KiSuTov 0&)9a xaAttytgrjjc. Clemens. Strom. L. 5. p. 667. It feems

to have been an ancient Chaldaic term.
16

Tw; fJL'v y eria7Vgias
IIVIKH TB Ku^jAa ro OC.TT aura yevcs at mo[Jt.aopVoi K-J^>;-

A/^a* ttiv Aapraxa & OAoftT/av ai'eSEo-ac. Paufan. L. 5. p. 419.
17 See Chryfoftom. Orat. n. p. 163.
18

Paufan. L. 5. p. 420.

were
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were written both from the right, and from the left, after the

manner called fizrQ<pl$W. This was not fafhioned like a

hive, though ftyled Cupfelis ; but was in the fhape of an

Ark, or box.
' 9 Tag $e XagvcMOLS 01 TOTS sxahw KAgutwot

The Corinthians in thofe times called an Ark, cr

j Cupfelis ;
which alfo fignifled an hive. This machine

was made of cedar ;
and dedicated on account of the great

deliverance, which Cupfelus had experienced from the wa-

ters. The Corinthians feem to have preferved many memo-

rials of this event. Palsemon and the Dolphin, and the ftory

of Arion, have both the fame reference. Palasmon was the

fame as Dionufus, the fame alfo as
zo

Hercules : of which

Hercules the Poets mention a tradition that he was upon
a time preferved in the body of a

JI
Cetus. All thefe em-

blematical reprefentations related to the fame great event.

As the Melitts and Melinle were priefteiTes
of Melitta ; the

Cupfelides of the Cupfelis ;
fo I imagine that the Seirenes

were priefteffes of the Seira, called Seiren : and that all thefe

terms related to the ark. The Seirenes, Ds/^yg;, were cele-

brated for their fongs ; becaufe they were of the fame order

as the Meliflae, who were greatly famed for their harmony.

We have feen above, that when the Melifls conducted a

colony to Ionia, they were efteemed the fame as the
"
Mufes.

19 Paufan. L. 5. p. 420.
9

rJaAoMftwr, 'HpaxAw. Hefych.
*'

Lycophron. v. 33. and Scholia.

" The Sdix- >s had certainly feme relation to the Ark and Dove. Hence at Co-

ronea thr- -.vere reprclented upon the fame ftatue with Juno. Paufanias fays, that

the Gi>-
'

chcui in her hand. L. 9. p. 778. He ftyles it a>aA^a a^xiov.

<f> , ^ej>wa<;.

VOL. II C c c I have
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I have mentioned, that the Ark was looked upon as the

mother of mankind, and flyled Da Mater : and it was upon
/. /( Ljtujk

tms account figured under the femblance of a pomegranate.
This fruit was named Rhoia, 'Poiot : and as it abounds with

&f
Jaj&ufc\

of vm) feed, it was thought no improper emblem of the Ark, which

& . / .

/j

contained the rudiments of the future world. From hence

the Deity of the Ark was named Rhoia, which {ignified a

pomegranate, and was the Rhea of the Greeks. The an-

cient Persians ufed to have a pomegranate carved upon the

top of their walkingiticks and n
fcepters : undoubtedly on

account of its being a facred emblem. What is alluded to

under the character of the Goddefs Rhoia, or Rhea, is very

plain from her imputed'attributes.

24

Pjj, roi NOEPaN MAKAP&N -sn^ rs
y oi] re'

ct.g 'nr^wrij fvitctfjisi
zohTroiri

yVtt.V ZTTt IfTdV
'UT^Q'^SSl

T

S-sa,

The Pomegranate was not only called Rhoia, and Rhea,
but alfo Rimmon. 5 Rimmon lingua fancla. malum puni-
cum fignificat, et Venerem denotari putat N. Serrarius. It

was reverenced under this name in Syria : and was held fa-

cred in Egypt. Achilles Tatius mentions an ancient temple

IJ Herodotus. L. i. c. 195.
4

Orphic. Frag. .34. p. 395.
5

Orphic. Hymn. 13. p. 204.
*6

Selden de Diis Syris. Synt. 2. p. 254.

at
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at Pelufium, in which was a ftatue of the Deity, ftyled Zeus

Caflus, holding this I?

myfterious fruit in his hand. We

may from hence infer, that he was upon Mount Callus wor-

ftiiped in the fame attitude : and the God Rimmon, men-

tioned by the
**

facred writers, was probably reprefented in

the like manner. Peter Texeira in his travels through Me-

fopotamia mentions his coming to two round mounts not far

from Ana upon the Euphrates. They were called by the

natives Ruman hen; which, he fays, fignified the two
*9

pome-

granates. It was probably their ancient name, the fame as

Rimmon ;
and had been given of old upon account of the

worfhip there obferved. He faw two others of the fame

figure at no great diftance.

Another name for the Pomegranate was 3 Side : of which

name there was a city in Pamphylia. This place was un-

doubtedly fo denominated from the rites of the Ark, and

the worfhip of the Dove, Dione ; whofe myfteries were ac-

companied with the rites of fire. The city was lituated

upon a branch of that vaft ridge called Taurus : and its hif-

tory is taken notice of by the Poet Feftus Avienus.

Ts J^

x. Achilles Tatius. L. 3. p. 167.
18

2 Kings, c. 5. v. 1 8. There were many places in Syria and Canaan, which

feem to have been denominated from this hieroglyphic. Mention is made in Jo-

fluia of the city Rimmon in the tribe of Simeon. We alfo read of En-Rimmon,

Gath-Rimmon, and the mourning of Hadad-Rimmon in the valley of Megiddo.

See Jofh. c. 19. v. 7. Nehemiah. c. 11. v. 29. Jofh. c. 19. v. 45. Zachariah.

c. 12. v. 1 1.

29 Texeira's Travels, c. 9.

10
2Ja', j.ua.1. Hefych.

C c c 2 Surgunt
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31

Surgunt ibi culmina Tauri

Pamphylise in fines ;
hoc idem Cragus habetur

Nomine fub gentis : prope celfam furgit in arcem

Prifca Side : fomes calidis adoletur in aris

Saepe Dionseae Veneri.

The Boeotians retained this ancient name, and called a pome-

granate Side, as we learn from Agatharchides.
3l

2/Jas Jg

Tag 'Po<a #aAacn BOJWTO/. They had alfo an "aquatic, which

from its refemblance they called by the fame name. There

was likewife a city in Bceotia named Side ; probably founded,

and denominated by the ancient Cadmians, from their wor-

fhip. It was faid to have been built by Side, the daughter

of Danaus ; which hiftory may be in great meafure true : for

by a daughter of Danaus is meant a prieftefs of Da Naus,

the Ark, the fame as Da Mater. There is a hiftory men-

tioned by Arnobius of a king's daughter in Phrygia, named

Nana ; who lived near the mountain, where Deucalion was

fuppofed after the Deluge to have landed. She is faid to

have found a pomegranate, which (he put into her bofom,

and by its influence became with child. Her father fhut her

up with an intent to deftroy her : but during her confine-

ment flie produced Atis, or Attis ; the perfon, who firft in-

J(,(v> /ctiu^u'vtftituted the facred rites of Rhea, and Cubele, and who was

looked upon as the fame as Apollo. Paufanias has a flory

fomewhat fimilar, but with many additional circumftances :

31 V. 1012.
3t Athenfeus. L. 14 p. 650.
13 2i^ <f

UTOV ofjioiov 'Poia. Athenseus ibid k

from
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from all which we may perceive that it was an ancient

34
tradition, and related to an hiftory of confequence ; but

taken from fome allegorical defcription, when the terms were

imperfectly
3S underftood. In many countries, where the

people were unacquainted with the Rhoia, they made ufe of

the 36

Poppy for the fame emblem : and it is accordingly

found with ears of wheat, and other fymbols, upon coins and l&U

marbles, where Juno, Venus, Mithras, and other Deities are

commemorated. To whom it originally related may be

known from its name. The Poppy was by the ancient Do-

rians ftyled MOKWJ/, Macon. Now Ma, and Mas, among the

Amonians fignified water, and with fome latitude the fea

Ma-Con denoted the Deity worshiped under the name of

Pofeidon ; and fignified
Marinus Deus, five Rex aquarum.

The fruit was denominated from the God, to whom it was

facred. It is obfervable that Feftus Avienus, in the paflage

above ftyles the city in Pamphylia prifca Side. This is a

tranflation of the Greek word o^aja
: which term in this

place, as well as in many others, did not, I imagine, relate

to the antiquity of the city : for it was probably not fo an-

cient as Tarfus, or Sidon, or as many cities in the eaft. But

by Aichaia Side was meant the Arkite city.
. Area, Areas,

H Arnobius. L. 5. p. 158. Paufan. L. 7. p. 566,
35 Nana feems to be a miftake for Naja: though the Patriarch does appear to

be fomecirr.es alluded to under the name of Nun, which, is not much unlrke Nana.

Epiphanivfi mention, fome heretics, who worfhipped Idal-Baoth. This was either

a place or a machine, where the holy man Nun was fuppofed to have been born

under the fembLnce of a krpent. See Lilius Gyrald. Syntag. i. p. 72. See alfo

Or:gcn cur.t a t Turn. L. 6, p. 294, 296.
* See u:uter. Lucript. p. 33. n. 10. Deo Invicto Mithrse.

9 Argus,
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Argus, all fignified the Ark : and Archaia betokened any-

thing, that had a relation to it. But as the Ark and Deluge
were of the higheft antiquity in the mythology of Greece

;

and every thing was deduced from that period ; Archaia

from hence came to fignify any thing very ancient
; and

Archa, A^a, the beginning. As Damater was the fame as

Rhoia, we find, that the pomegranate v/as the only fruit,

which did not appear at her altar in " Arcadia. This, I

imagine, was owing to its being the exprefs emblem of the

Deity ;
and too myfterious to be prefented, as an 38

offering.

Cubela was another name of this Deity, who is mentioned
^ ^

as the mother of the Gods. She had on her head a tower or

city; to fhew that all nations were derived from her. Cu-

beba was the fame Deity; or rather, they were both places,

where thofe Deities were worfhiped : for places were con-

tinually fubftituted for Deities, as I have fhewn. KubsAa

is Cu-Bela, the temple of Bela, the feminine of Belus, a title

of the chief Chaldaic God : and Cu-Baba is the temple of

Baba, the mother of the infant world, the fame as Rhoia

and Damater. As the perfons in the Ark were fuppofed to

return by a renewal of life to a fecond ftate of childhood :

this machine was on that account ftyled Cubaba, or the

houfe of infants ; for that was the purport of Baba : and,

in confequence of it,
39

fiotaeiv TO

37
AfvSgov aVavrw srA^v 'Po/a?. Pauian. L. 8. p. 676.

38 See Philoftratus. Vita Apollon. L. 4. c. 9.

C

H 'Poio. Sf. por/i tpurov T 'Hgati

(puerct.!. 'The Roia is a plant particularly reared in honour of Juno. The myfterious

purport of this emblem Paufanias knew; but thought it too facred to be difclofed.

Ta (AW uv & Tt\v Potatv (aTroppwTfpos ya. e<^iv o hoyos) <x.q>tio-Qa pot. L. 2. p. 148.

39
Hefychius,

i o babazein
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babazein among the Greeks figiiified
to fpeak inarticulately like

children. In Syria, where the Arkite worfhip was particu-

larly maintained, this reputed mother of mankind was wor-

fhiped under the name of Baba or Babia. 4 Ba&a <jg 01
Sy^o/, j\ ^l/ia

KCLI
|U.aAj$-a

01 ev Aa|U,acr#60,
ra ygoyva #aA8<n 'srajjiot, j^ KM

|u.cma, OLTTO TW txy-g O.VTOIS Mfjufyptnis,
4I Ba&as 9-ga. The

people of Syria, and efpecially thofe of Damafcus, call children in

their infancy Babia ; and they alfo call them by thefame name y

when they are ftill older. They are fo denominated from Eabia^

who in that part of the world is efteemed a Goddefs. Here it

was, that they reverenced the Rhoia and Rimmon ; which

were emblems of the fame perfonage, the Rhea, Cybele, and
41

Cybebe of the lonians. All the coins of the Afiatic cities,

where thefe traditions prevailed, have on their reverfe little

emblematical reprefentations, which allude to their ancient

rites and religion. Hence, in the coins of Syria, we find

this Goddefs with a tower upon her head, fitting upon a

rock in a ftate of fecurity. In her right hand fhe holds fome

ears of corn, to denote the promife of plenty and return of tCLYJ d C

the feafons ; and there is often near her the myftic hive.

At fome diftance ftands an altar ;
and over her head a bird.

Below at her feet are water, and waves, and a perfon, who

feems to be in danger, and ready to fink. There is a coin

to this purpofe of the emprefs Julia Severa, which was flruck

at Antioch upon the Orontes. Vaillant and other learned

40
Damafcius, Vita Ifidori, apud Photium. c. 242. p. 1043.

** Bafcu 2iwr', 'Ep*.i'rt truyyuo-K. Hefych. in voce Aw.a.
41

K-.6;, i'Pea. Horn. QdyflT. B. Schol.

..x/) (KuGyGy, Albertus) p.r,Tp TOJF Qtcay. Hefychius.

antiquaries
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antiquaries fuppofe the water to relate to the ftream, which

ran by the city : and that the perfon in the water was the

Deity of the river. .But river Gods were generally repre-

fented as aged perfons, with their heads -crowned with fedge

and reeds ; and in a very different attitude. Befides, if this

figure related to the Orontes, how comes it to pafs that we

find it upon coins of other cities at a diftance, which had no

connexion with that river ? We find the ftory with very little

variation upon coins of Julia Maefa at Edeffa ;
of Severus at

Chame.; of Gordian at Singara ; of Barbia Orbiana at Side ;

of Philip at Nifibis ; of Alexander Severus at Rhefain. The

hiftory muft have been general, where the reprefentations

were fo uniform and common. It was undoubtedly taken

from the religion of the Syrians and Mefopotamians ; and

from the emblems in their feveral temples ; all which related

to one great event. In fome of thefe reprefentations there is

clofe by this towered Goddefs the fymbolical hive ; which

could have no relation to the Orontes.

The Patriarch and his family, when they came from their

(late of confinement, muft have had a moft dreary profpecl:

from the mountain, upon which the ark had refted : and

wherever they turned their eyes could difcover nothing but

a ruined world. It .therefore pleafed God to immediately
afford them fome comfortable promifes. Among other

things he affured them, upon an altar being raifed, and a fa-

crifi.ce offered, that the earth fhould be no more accurfed :

that 43 feed time .and harveft, cold and heat, and fummer

and winter, and day and night fhould not ceafe : and as a

43
Genefis. c. 8. v. 22.

teftimony
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a teftirnony of it, he placed his bow in the cloud. This di-

vine hope, fo graciously afforded them, was afterwards many

ways recorded : and as in the firft ages they had not the ufe

of letters, they commemorated thefe bleilings in their rites :

and defcribed them by various fymbols, which were too re-

verentially regarded. Hence Da Mater was reprefented

with an handful of ripe corn : and there is a ftatue of her

ftill preferved, under the character of Divine 44
Hope, fet off

with many of the emblems, of which I have been fpeaking.
She is figured as a beautiful female perfonage ; and has a

chaplet, in which are feen ears of corn like rays. Her

right hand reclines on a pillar of fhone ;
to fhew on what

good balls her faith is founded. In her left are fpikes of

corn
; and on each fide a pomegranate. Clofe by her {lands

the Seira or Cupfelis, that myfterious emblem, in the ex-

prefs form of a hive : out of the top of which there arife

corn and flowers, to denote the renewal of feafons, and pro-
mife of plenty. In the centre of thefe fruits, the favourite

emblem, the Rhoia appears again, and crowns the whole. In

one corner towards the upper part is a bale of goods, bound

up in luch a manner as is pradliled, when people are going

upon a courfe of travel
;

or are to make a voyage to fome

diftant part of the world.

But the moft pleaiing emblem among the Egyptians was

exhibited under the character of Pfuche, YIT^JJ..
This was

originally no other than the 4S
Aurelia, or butterfly : but in

k

See Grnter. Sues Divina. Vol. i. p. 102.

o/,,^,,,
Tffiwijuty KXI ^wuqHcv -snwoi'. Helych.

VOL. II. D d d after-
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aftertimes was reprefented as a lovely female child with the

beautiful wings of that infect. The Aurelia, after its firft

ftage as an Eruca, or worm, lies for a feafon in a manner

dead ; and is inclofed in a fort of a coffin. In this ftate of

darknefs it remains all the winter : but at the return of fpring

it btrrfts its bonds, and comes out with new life, and in the

mofh beautiful attire. The Egyptians thought this a very

proper picture of the foul of man, and of the immortality, to

which it afpired. But they made it more particularly an em-
Joul /. . *. to-blem or (Jims ;

who having been confined in an ark or coffin,,

and in a (late of death, at laft quitted his prifon, and en-

joyed a 46 renewal of life. This circumftance of the fecond

birth is continually defcribed under the character of Pfuche.

And as the whole was owing to divine love, of which Eros

C iUp
id/ was an emblem, we find this perfon often introduced as a

concomitant of Pfuche. They are generally defcribed as

accidentally meeting, and enjoying a pleafing interview
;.

which is attended with embraces and falutes, and every mark

of reconciliation, and favour.

From this union of divine love, and the foul, the ancients

dated the inftitution of marriage. And as the renewal of
*

mankind commenced from their iflaing to light from the

Ark, and from the gracious promife of increafe made by the

Deity upon that occafion ; they thought proper to affign to

Ib'nah, or Juno, that emblem of Divine Providence, the of-

fice of prefiding at this *7

ceremony. She was accordingly

O<r<pf c? c!'<zi&><7*?, KO.I waA/.Fj-g/'gcna. Plutarch. Ifis et Ofiris. p. 3
7

Junoni ante omnes, cui vincla jugalia curre. ^Eneid. L. 4. v. 59. Junonem-

que, toris qua; prxfidet alma mr.ritis. Ovid. Epift. Phyllis ad Demoph.

ftyled
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ftylcd Fa,fi?u, Sofpita, Domiduca. Pfonuba, Lucina. IT^o-
J \ X y

ya(
w.si, Populonia, Mena, Mater Deum, HgoOvgouot.. And

among the Romans the month denominated from her was

efteemed the moft aufpicious for efpoufals.

48 Tune mihi poft facras monftratur Junius idus,

Utilis et nuptis, utilis atque viris.

Their marriages were alfo determined by the moon : and

in the judgment of Pindar, the beft feafon was at the *9
full.

But according to the more ancient opinion the fourth day
was the moft favourable, when the moon appeared a cref-

cent : which day of the moon was reputed facred both to

Hermes and Venus. Hence Hefiod fays,

Remember , upon the fourth of the month you are to lead home

the 'woman) whom you have efpoufed. The full according to

this Poet was of all the moft 5 '

unfortunate. Through the

whole ceremony at the celebration of nuptials there were

plain allufions to the fame ancient hiftory, which they re-

ligioufly recorded. The ftate of darknefs, the uncovering
of the Ark, the return of feafons, the promife of plenty,

were all
^ commemorated. To Ibnah upon thefe occasions

was added a Genius, called Hymen ; the purport of whofe

^ Ovid. Faft. L. 6. v. 223.
49 Jfthm. Ode 8. p. 485. tv t%ofaiffstrvt Je

etrTrfgix.*.

Opera et Dies. v. 800.

-'
Ibid. v. 782.

1 Hence the ceremonies flyled aTroxaAuTrrnp/a:, CTTTP, AO^jwara, the bafket

of fruit, the cheft of flowers, and the like.

D d d 2 name
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name is a veil or "
covering. In the hiftory of Hymen they

probably referred to the fame object, which was ftyled ^VITC^V

Oa^TO?, the covering of Phanes ; from whence that Deity
after a ftate of concealment was at laft difengaged. Saturn

was often depided with his head under cover, which had an

allegorical meaning. Hymen as a perfonage was the God of

the veil ;
and faid to have been an ss

Argive, and the fon of

56
Liber, the fame as Dionufus : though many fuppofe him to

have been the fon of Magnes. This was the fame as Manes,

the lunar God, of whom we have fo often treated. At the

celebration of nuptials the name of Hymen was continually

echoed : at the fame time there were offerings made of fruit,

and of meal ;
alfo of Sefamum, and 57

poppies ; which cere-

mony was called s8

ffYipsiov,
the fign. Among the Romans it

was ufual to fcatter nuts, and to invoke a Deity, called Tha-

lafTius. Of this Catullus takes notice in his addrefs to Man-

lius, where he tells him,

59 Satis diu

Lufifti nucibus ; lubet

Jam fervire ThalafTio.

5i
'Tfj-i-.v

a.7ro v/jLSi'GS' Velum, membrana, Lexicographi.
'

Hefych.
54

Apjmct ^nojvx, )) Tnv 1'gpgAnv, JT ?x. rare>:v
?x.Qpwo-Kei o $av;. Damafcius.

Vide Bentleii Epift. ad Millium. p. 3.

5i
'YIJ.IVO.M, Agyt-ios.

Scholia in Iliad. 2. v. 493.
56 See Lilius Gyraldus, Synt. 3. p. 132.
57

Ariftoph. EIDW. Schol. v. 869. The bride was crowned with a chaplet, in

which were poppies.
58 Ta; mju.<pas iy<75 tiri rov yapon (pguysrpw qepen

1

, <rv[J.eiot'. Lex Solonis.

59
Epithalamium Julia;, v. 132.

The
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The Romans did not know the purport of this obfoletc

name ;
as may be feen by their various and contradictory

60

interpretations. Thalaflius was the God of the fea, the J\\&lc((^ \KJ>

fame as Pofeidon : the lame alfo as Belus, and Zeus. This
j c i u j i i

is evident from his being wormiped under this name by the

Sidonians. @a/\a(Tcno Z,zvg sv 23wn T^ara*. Thalath ac-

cordino- to
6l

Berofus was among the ancient Chaldeans theO O
name of the fea. From hence came Thalatta, and ThalalTa

of the Greeks ;
and the God Thalaflius of the Romans. It

is remarkable that at the celebration of nuptials among the

Greeks, after they had facrificed to the Gods, and appeafed
the Daemons, a youth was introduced with a cheft of flow-

ers
;
who repeated the very fame words, which were ufed at

the myfteries, E<pwyov xxxov, svgov ctpsim : I have efcaped an

evil ; and I have met with a morefortunate lot. Thefe words

could not be applicable to the bride. The quitting the ftate

of virginity could not well be called efcaping an evil. The

expreflion would befides be premature. The words {hould

at this rate have been repeated by the bride herfelf, and at

her quitting her chamber : not previously to her going into

it : for as yet the marriage was incompleat, and her con-

dition unaltered. And we may be affured from the words

Plutarch, in Romulo. Livius. L. i. c. 9.

Varro deduces it from Talaron, lignum lanificii. See Pompeius Feftus. That

the Romans were ignorant of the purport is plain from the queftion of Plutarch, in

another place. A<a TI o -rooAuGpAAHTos aJVrai TaAa<7<os fv TCIS ya.pt.oif; Quasft.

Romance, p. 271. It was more commonly rendered Thalaffius, and Thalaflio.
1

Eufeb. Chron. p. 6. To XaA^ai^p aAarG 'EAAwjip {*8fg{Jt.yvevffrQeu
3-a-

being
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being ufed at the myfteries, that they alluded to an ancient

piece of mythology ; and not to any thing new.

The two birds, which were introduced fyrnbolically upon
thefe occarions, were the Raven and the Dove. The hiftory

ef the latter is v/ell known. In refpecl: to the former, many
have thought it a bird of ill omen ; and it has been faid,

that the very croaking of the Raven would put a flop to the

procefs of matrimony. Yet we may be affured, that there

were times, when it was otherwife efteemed. And we are

told by ^Elian,
6l

sv roig ya(

ow; pera, TOV 'Y-MMitouw Kogwvw Y.&-

hsiv : that at nuptials after the Hymeneal hymn they ufed to

invoke the Raven. The bird was alfo many times intro-

duced, and fed by the bride ; and there was a cuftomary

fongupon the occafion, which began
65

Ezxogsi, %oga., KQgwvqv :

Come, young woman, feed the Raven. The treat confifted of

figs,
as we learn from fome verfes of the Poet Phoenix Colo-

phonius in Athensus, where it is faid of the bride,
6* Ka; 7/]

Kog>wi/j] ''feflipQsv&S Qsgst Mm. Theyoung Lady is now carrying

jigs to the Raven. This ceremony was doubtlefs in confe-

quence of a tradition, that the Raven upon a time was fent

by Apollo upon a meffage ;
but difappointed him, and did

hot return. Inftead of fulfilling his orders he perched upon
a !

s

fig-tree, and waited till the fruit was ripe.

61 De Animal. L. 3. c. 9.
6j

Horapollo. L. c. 8. See the learned notes of Johannes Cauffinus upon this

paflfage.
64 L. 8. p. 359. The mythologifts out of every circumftance and title formed

a perfonage. Hence Paufanias fpeaks of the Raven as an ancient hero, and men-

tions his family. Kopoovu e yivovixi Kooa%, X.MI Aa/*sJW. L. 2. p. 123.
65 Ovid. Faft. L. 2. v. 255.

In
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In fhort, marriage was fuppofed to commence at the re-

ftoration of the world, when the thread of man's life was

renewed. To this event moft of the Gentile ceremonies
6

related : and as they reprefented the reconciliation of Di-

vine Love, and the Soul, under the femblance of an inter-

view, and union.
;. they made it the prototype of their nup-

tial rites. It was in confequence of this often defcribed as a

real
6?

marriage : and we accordingly find in ancient fculp-

ture Eros and Pfuche introduced together under a veil, with

the myftic dove in their hands;, and thus proceeding to the

nuptial bed. To this they are conduced by Hymen with

his torch ; and with all the other emblems, which were

ufual upon theie occafions. There have probably been

many reprefentations of this hiftory; but there is one parti-

cularly curious both for workmanship, and defign. It is an

engraving upon a fine onyx by Tryphon of Athens ; who has

defcribed under the procefs of a marriage this union of Eros .

and Pfuche.

It has been mentioned, that Ofiris was the fame as Orus.

He was upon this account called the elder Orus,
"

d '&%(?-

bWs0 Qgog : and Orus might with equal propriety have

been fcyled the younger Ofiris : for each of the terms re-

lated to the fame perfon in a different ftate. Plutarch tells

' Hence in the marriage of Peleus and Thetis there is a particular addrefs, that

the fpindle, upon which this thread of life was enrolled, might run again, and that

the Fates would renew their labour.

Currice, ducentes fubtemina, currite, fufi. Catullus,.
7 See Apuleius. L. 6. p. 194.

Toe
AptMgii'y

iv ATToAAara, oV xcti ^peaSuTepov dpsv evioi xctAao-/. Plut. Ifis

et Ofiris. p. 355.

IO US.
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us, that the Egyptians looked upon Ofiris, as the head, or

beginning ; upon Ifis, as the receptacle ; and efleemed Orus,

as the completion, an.d
6 '

perfection of the whole. Ifis was

called the treafury of nature, the nurfe of all things, the houfe

of Orus, in which Orus was 7

preferved. Both Orus, and

Ofiris, were ftyled Heliadas ;
and often reprefented as the

Sun itfelf. Hence many have been milled
; and have re-

ferred, what has been faid of thefe perfonages, to the lumi-

nary. But the Egyptians in this title did not allude to the

Sun, but to a perfon, who had been wonderfully preferved ;

as appears from their hieroglyphics. When they would de-

fcribe Helius, fays
7 '

Porphyry, they reprefent a man in a

float, or
friip,

which is fupported by a crocodile. Orus is

often defcribed as ftanding upon a crocodile, and at the

fame time furrounded with other fymbolical reprefentations.

For as the Egyptians in their rites referred to a perfon pre-

ferved in the midft of waters ; they accordingly, to defcribe

that hiftory, made ufe of types, which had fome analogy,

and refemblance to fuch prefervation. Some of thefe could

fcarcely be called fymbolical, the purport was fo manifeft.

Such was their carrying about the image of a man in an

ark (sv ^(sWw), who appeared to be 7Z dead
; and who after-

wards was fuppofed to return from a ftate of darknefs to

69 Tor f*.ev O<ripw, &>; afjfcw, TW S'f I<nr, us J/raJV^wi', ror Si flpov, tot a.-r

Ibid. p. 374.
70 Iviv PiKTiKcv s7ao-5 3/S!'g<7?a>?, xa6o T/6)'W, x( sroa^.^vf. Ibid. p. 372.

, OIKOV fjps xoufjuov. p. 374. ~X.capxv yevso-fws, xai cTg^aju.=i'n;'. Ibid.

anp.oc.ivsa-1 "wort

. Eufeb. Prsp. Evang. L. 3. p. 115.

7.

1
E/<TwAor a>6^w7ra reftvuKOTos fv KtCwrf&j &epi<ptfo[A.i>oi'.

Ifis et Ofiris. p. 357.

life.
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73
life. But fuch defcriptions related rather to their cere-

monies. The fimilitude, of which I am now fpeaking, is to

be chiefly obferved in their hieroglyphics and fculptures.

Thefe will generally be found to have a plain analogy with

the hiftory, which they reprefent. Hence the crocodile,

and Hippopotamus, were emblems of the Ark ; becaufe dur-

ing the inundation of the Nile they rofe with the waters, and

were fuperior to the flood. The Lotus, that peculiar plant

of the Nile, was reverenced upon the fame account : and

we accordingly find a frog upon the Lotus introduced as a

facred emblem in the 7S Bembine table. We are moreover

told by lamblichus, that the figure of a man upon this plant

in the midft of mud, was an emblem of y6 Helius. This

Philofopher, as well as Plutarch, and Porphyry, imagined

that thefe hiftories related to the real Helius, the Sun : and

that the fymbols of Selene had the like reference to the

Moon. In confequence of which they have a deal of refine-

ment about a moift nature, and a dry : and of the Sun and

Moon prefiding over moift fubftances, and watry
77 exhala-

tions. But what they idly fubtilize, and refine, was real.

Both Helius, and Selene, were names given to objects, which

7J Tcv
Ocrt^iv t% V

Tz-oigeiyei'otJLei'oi>.
Ibid. p. 358.

TovQai^iv Era.getyev&ayoit fiwftov t% a-^a. Diodorus. L. I. p. 79.

74 The Egyptian Priefts ufed to crown themfelvcs with the Lotus. Heliodorus.

L. 10. p. 457.
75

Figure GG. Edit. Amfterdam.
76

Sec~b. 7. p. 151. fjv tTrt Aorra,'.

77 Thefe notions feem to have been firft propagated by Archemachus Euboicus.

They have been clofely copied by Athanafius Kircher in his Myftagogia JEgyptiaca,

and other writings.

VOL. II. E e e were
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were immediately connected with water ; even with the ocean

itfelf. They had been expofed to water, and preferved in

it: and to this their real hiftory related. The Lotus was

made an emblem ot their prefervation ; becaufe in the

oreateft inundations ot the Nile its broad leaf rifes with theo

flood, and is never overwhelmed. Hence it was, that the

Egyptians placed Helius upon the Lotus : and he was faid to

have arifen from the waters upon this plant in the form of a
78 new-born child. This could have no relation to the Sun:

but was a proper picture of Ofiris, who had been looked

upon as loft, but returned to life in the character of the boy
Orus. Plutarch ruins a plain hiftory by refinement ; and is

at the expence of much falfe philofophy. Do nof, fays he,

imagine^ that the Egyptians fuppofed the Sun to arife from the

Lotus in the form of a child. No : they only by this hierogly-

phic defcribed his being rekindled by moift effences ; and foewed,

how his jire was renewedfrom
79 'water. This mode of inter-

pretation runs through the whole of Plutarch's treatife ; and

through the writings of all thofe, who have given a rationale

of the Egyptian rites, and mythology. The image of the

moon, which in the hieroglyphics of Egypt was only ufed as

a type, they considered as a reality : and referred the hiftory,

with which it was attended, to the luminary in the heavens.

They did the fame by the term Helius ; miftaking a title for

the object, from whence it was borrowed. Hence in their

explanations they have difplayed the moft profound and my-

Tov 'HA/':' fx. Aura
fystpas a,v:<r%eiv vtoyiXov. Ifis et Ofir. p. 355.

Trii> f% vytuv ysvipevw a.i<a.-\iv atviTTo/j.svot. Ifis et Ofiris. p. 355. et paffim.

TO <?, xaj oygoiroiw t%uaa.v. p. 367.

fterious
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fterious abfurdity, that ever human imagination conceived.

Some of the fathers have been mifled by thefe authorities.

Clemens takes notice, that the Egyptians defcribed Helius in

a fhip, and upon a crocodile : which, he thinks, was to re-

prefent the pafTage of the Sun through
8o

fweet, and moid

air. Eufebius fays,
that the pafTage of the Sun was through

good potable
8l

water, which was denoted by the crocodile.

I am perfuaded, that the ancient Egyptians were too good

aftronomers, and naturalifts, to have entertained any fuch

notions. By Helius they meant a perfon fo denominated :

and the Moon, to which they alluded, was Mirn^ SsAi^y) ra

KocTjUa, the reputed mother of the world, as Plutarch con-

feffes ;
which character cannot be made in any degree to cor-

refpond with the planet. Selene was the fame as Ifis, TOTTOS

$wv : the fame alfo as Rhea, Veda, Cubele, and Da-Mater.

The crocodile was greatly reverenced by the
8l

Egyptians ;

and, according to Diodorus, it was upon account of their

83

king Menas ;
the fame, who at other times is called Menes,

and Manes. This prince had been in great danger of drown-

ing ;
but was wafted through the waters to land by a croco-

dile. In memorial of this he founded a city, which was de-

nominated from the event the city of the crocodile. This

writer fuppofes Menas to have really reigned over the Egyp-

. ; ; HAiO? JVa6ep;$ y/\vx.ccu KOC.I 1/3

L. 5. p. 670.

'SnuMirst xpoKG/teihof Tzrorifjioi' y/aip, ev u> (pfpercct g HA/os. Prsep. Evan. L. 3.

j
1 15. Jii/Aoi J e TO fj.zv TH-Aoio!" TW tv ugy&i KIVYHJIV. Ibid.

Plutarch. His et Ofiris. p. 381. Strabo. L. 17. p. 1165.
8! L. i. p. 80.

E e e 2 tians,
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tians, becaufe he flood at the head of their genealogical lift :

and he further imagines, that the ftory was local ; and that

the event happened in the lake Masris. But Menas the fu-

pofed king of Egypt, was the Deus Lunus, and called alfo

Meen, MW, and Man. He was a Deity equally known to

the Persians, Lydians, and Cappodociansj and worflnped un-

der the fame title. This legend about a crocodile was taken

from fome fymbolical reprefentation in the city of the fame

name ;
and hence it was fuppofed to have happened in Egypt.

It was a facred hiftory, like that of Orus, and of Helius,

upon a crocodile : for thefe were all titles, which at different

times were conferred upon the fame perfonage, and related

to the fame event. The crocodile had many names, fuch as

8

*Caimin,
85
Souchus,

86

Campfa. This laft fignified an ark, or

receptacle, like Aren, Argus, Aa^aJ, Cibotus.
KoCjU.'vpa, $w*

Campfa is an ark, or
coffer, fays Hefychius. From hence I

think the purport of the hieroglyphic may be proved. The

Tortoife was likewife admitted in their fymbolical defcrip-

tions
; and was reprefented as the fupport of the world. It

is a notion at this day among the Brahmins of India that the

earth refts upon the horns of an ox, or cow. And when

they are afked, what it is that fupports the cow, they fay,

that it ftands upon the back of a tortoife. The Egyptians,

ufed to place this emblem upon the fhrines of Venus : and

the fame Goddefs was defcribed by the people of Elis with

^
Ifis et Ofiris. p. 374.

85 Damafcius in Vita Ifidori. apud Photium. p. 1048,.
16

Herodotus. L. 2. c. 69.

her
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her foot upon the
* 7 back of this animal, to denote her rela-

tion to the fea.

Moft of the Aquatics of the Nile were efteemed facred :

and among thefe the Faba vEgyptiaca. It was a fpecies of

bean ftyled Colocafia ;
and was reverenced on account of its

fliape. Nothing can more referable a boat, than the pod of

the common bean : and it is particularly like the Navis bi-

prora, or facred {hip of Iris. The Faba ^Egyptiaca had the

like appearance ; and this perhaps was the reafon why Py-

thagoras abftained from beans ; for his whole fyftem feems

to have been borrowed from Egypt. It was undoubtedly on

account of this refemblance, that it was alfo called
n Cua-

mon, and Cibotium, from Cibotus, K/fwTO?, a boat. Some

fuppofe it to have been a fpecies of Ciborium ; of whofe

fruit they made cups to drink. A perfon in Athenaeu?,

fpeaking of fome particular cups, fays, that they were called

<r#y<p/a, or fkiffs. And he adds, that they had probably this.

name from a vegetable in Egypt, called 89

Ciborium, whofe

fruit was like a boat. Above all others the Nymphseum
feems to have been regarded ; which is reprefented as the

flower of the Lotus. It was efteemed a facred ornament by

87 Plutarch. Ifis et Oflris. p. 381. Paufan. L. 6. p. 515. T<p <?e erefxa -sroh STTI

In .^Egypto nobiliffima eft Colocafia, quam Cyamon aliqui vocant. Pliru

L. 21. c. 20. p. 248. The term Cyamon orCuamon, from whence the Greeks bor-

rowed their xt/a/xo?, is a compound of Cu-Amon, the fhrine of Amon : ib Cu-bela

was the houfe or flirine of Bela
; Cu-baba, the houfe of Baba.

' K< Tot^ct a.v sr/i TO. ^.sjofjLeva axii/pix Jia. TO xartofigi 1 ?ij <^vov ffWn^Mj w;

TO. AtyuTTTia. KiGwpict. Athen^us. L. n. p. 477. See Diofcorides. L. 2. p. 97.

Strabo. L. 17. p. 1170.

AiyuTTTioy avowal tin -s70T;)ia. Hefych..

the
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the priefts
: and we find it continually ufed for a kind of

coronet upon the figures of Orus, when he is defcribed on

the Lotus. It is alfo to be feen upon the heads of 9
Ifis and

Ofiris : and the ferpents
91

Cnuphis and Thermuthis are ge-

nerally crowned with this flower. Orus is fometimes de-

fcribed creel', but fwathed in bandages, like a perfon em-

balmed. In his hands he holds fome implements of art :

over his fhoulder there feems to be the figure of a plough-

fhare ;
and upon his head the Nymphasum.

If any means can be found out to obtain the latent pur-

port of the Egyptian hieroglyphics, they muft arife from

confidering thefe emblems fingly, and obferving their par-

ticular fcope, and defoliation. When we have afcertained

the meaning of fome individuals, we may poiUbly difcover

their drift, when confidered collectively. Thefe, I think,

are the principles, upon which we muft proceed : but after

all it will be a dark refearch, in which many have been be-

wildered. There are authors, who mention an ancient piece

of hieroglyphical fculpture, which was to be feen in the city

Sais of lower Egypt. It confided of a ?i
child, and an old

man : and near them flood an Hawk. After thefe a Cetus,

or fea-fim : and laft of all an Hippopotamus.
" Clemens of

Alexandria mentions the fame hiftory : but fays,
that it was

at Diofpolis. Inftead of the river horfe he introduces a cro-

*' See Spanhcim de Ulu et Prasftant. Num. Antiq. Vol. i. p. 302, 303.
91 Ibid.

9 *
Plutarch. Ifis et Ofiris. p. 363.

See Pierius Valerianus. L. 31. c. 6. He interprets it nafcimur, fenefcimus : vi-

vimus, morimur : naturae diffidio.

91 L. 5. p. 670.

codile,
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codile, which he fays was an emblem of impudence. It is.

to be obferved, that the Hippopotamus, and Crocodile were

fymbols of the lame purport ;
both related to tlu 9f

deluge :

and however the Greeks might fometimes reprefent them,

they were 95 both in different places reverenced by the an-

cient Egyptians. The interpretation given by Clemens is

this. All ye, who are juft come into the world, and all ye',,

who are going out, remember, that God hates impudence. As

there are fo many crimes of high moment, which demand

animadverrion, it is ftrange, that fo folemn a caution fhould

be given merely againft impudence. The infcription feems

to have been put up in two places : one ot which was the

temple of Ifis at Sais
;

the other the temple at Diofpolis,,

called 96 Theba. Thefe are two remarkable places ;
in con-

Sequence of which one would imagine, that the infcription.

fhould contain fome memorial of more conlequence ; fome-

thing, which had a reference to the temples, wherein it was

found. Were I to attempt the deciphering of thefe hiero-

glyphics, which however diverfified feem to amount to the

fame purport^ i fhould begin from right to left, in a feries

different from rhofe, who have gone before me. I find ac-

cording to thL order, that the Hippopotamus, and Croco-

'* The Egyptians oftentimes under the character of Typhon referred to the de-

luge: and the Hippopotamus was an emblem of Typhon. Plutarch. Ills et Ofiris.

P- 363, 371- The fame was laid of the Crocodile. It was equally a fymbol of

Typhon, and the deluge. Plut. ibid. See Jablonfki. Pars 3. p. 67.
95 Herodotus. L. 2. c. 69. 71. 14!^. Strabo. L. 17. p. 1165. Plutarch. Ifis et

Ofiris. p. 362. 3,1.
96 Tas0c;(: <CLI ZXico-TroA^ TYIV O.UTW v-rac^iiv. Diodor. Sic. L. i. p. So. Qn-

^/'jv TVJTS x/\/^/j;a;. Euitath. in Dionyf, v. 248.

9 dile,
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dile, fland firft : and then the Cetus. Next comes the figure

of the facred Hawk, under which femblance Divine Provi-

dence was always
9;

depicted : and after this an old man,
and a child. It may feem prefumptuous to pretend to in-

terpret what was a fecret two thoufand years ago : I (hall

therefore only mention, what I have to fay, as matter of

opinion. The reader will remember, that the infcription

was in the temple of Ifis at Sai's
; and in the temple ftyled

Theba, the hiftory of which I have given. In confequence
of this my conjectures are, that it fhould be read in the fol-

lowing manner. As the Hippopotamus, or Crocodile, furvives
the inundations of the Nile, juft fo that facred receptacle, the

Cetus, or Ark, through the interpofition of Providence, wea-

thered the Deluge : by which means the aged Patriarch efcaped,

and obtained a re?ic<iual of life.
How true this interpretation

may be, I will not prefume to fay : it certainly correfponds
with the hiftory of each emblem, as they have been fepa-

rately considered : and is confonant to the general fcope of

the rites, and mythology of Egypt. What is ftill more to

the purpofe, it perfectly agrees with the deftination of the

two temples, where it is faid to have been found : For by
Ifis was meant a facred 98

receptacle, as I have fhewn : and

Theba is literally the Ark. The temples were both of them

built in memory of that event, which the hieroglyphic feems

to defcribe.

97 Qsov jSsAofcei'oj GYifM\vou
-

itpctxci ^uypctipstri' Horapollo. L. i.e. 6.

TU
'ifgctKi cTova/xic, KM ap^nv. Ifis et Ofiris. p. 371. 'O e:?

gxxos., BTM etfiv o
iz-guTas a<p9apro5. Zoroafter. apud Eufeb.

Evan. L. i. cap. 10. p. 42. L. 3. c. 4. p. 94.
''

I<ris" TOTTOS W i>Trofo%)> oixos
ipu. Plutarch, fupra.

Of
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Of the S C Y P H U S.

%cu 01 appifogBis A/owtra cry^t&Aa. Porph.
de Nymph. Antro. p. 114.

HAVE taken notice of the facred fhip of Egypt, called

Baris : and of the
fliip

of liis at Rome, which was carried

in procefiion upon a yearly fefcival. There feem likewife to

have been facred cups in the form of boats, called Cymbia,
and Scyphi, KyjU&a, %ou %KV$QI ; of which they made a re-

ligious ufe in the profecution of their myfteries. They were

alio introduced at fefcivals, and upon other folemn occa-

fions. It is faid of Perfeus, that he introduced in Perils the

deteflable rites of the Scyphus :
"

sfefe ^ xu T<*$ TIsg<r(x.g

TY\V rshsTw T8
fjLVffxgts

'/.on a@[j,iT% Zwpx. The author fays,

that they were firft eftablifhed by Zeus, who was called Pecus.
10

IL^o?, o ay.1 Zsvs, Mosfczv O.VTOV
'Wgtx.TJsiv

xou rshsiv Tr
t
v

ysizv rz
pv<ra.g'd Zzvpz, J/Ja0a O.VTOV 'urauroc ra

ttregi
avrz

ZIX.CL y.y.i $v<r<rsiri 'uTAa^jU.aTa. Pecus, thefame as Zeus, taught

(Perfeus) to go through all the idolatrous rites of the deteftable.

Scyphus or boat : having initiated him in all the myftcry and

ivickednefs ncceffary to that purpofe. It is faid of
'

Hercules,

that he traverfed a vaft fea in a cup or fldfF, which Nereus,

or Oceanus, lent him for his prefervation. This Scyphus,

99 Chron. P.-ifchale. p. 40.
Chron. Pafch. p. 38.

1

Panyafis and I'hcrccydes. Macrob. Saturn. L. 5. c. 21. p. 367.

VOL. II. F f f it
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it feems, was made of
* wood ; and well fecured with pitch^

to preferve it from decay. There were many cups formed

in imitation of this ancient veffel ; which were efteemed

facred, and ufed only upon particular occafions. That they
were made after the prototype, in the fhape of a boat or

fliip, may be known from a fragment of Menander, which

has been preferved by Athenasus from the play called Nau-

clerus. One neighbour tells another, that Theophilus, a

common friend, is returned fafe to his fon ; and with much

good-nature offers to treat him upon this joyful occasion with

a cup of wine.

3 A. n^wTO? iT syw <TQI ToixJg ygwuv Ka.vQu.gov.

2T. Ho/oy A. To HAOION. a<jg oi

A. And firft of all I make you an
offer

to partake of this fine

cup. ST. What cup ? A. Why this boat : don't you underJiand-

me
y you Jimpteton ? In another place this perfon fpeaks of

the fame 4
(hip. True, fays he, / have faved it : and a noble

flip it is : the veryfame ,
which one Collides a Jiherfmith built ;.

and of which Euphranor of Thurium (a boon companion) has

oftentimes the Jlcerage.

vv.vv <r<ru<r8a.i oi tezis. B.

y&vv SKSIVW, r,v

s

1
Servius in Virg. ^Eneid. L. S. v. 278. Apollodorus. L. 2. p. 100. See

nreus. L. n. p. 469. By forne it was fuid to have been the cup of Nereus : by
ethers of Oceanus. Ibid.

} Athenasus. L. 12. p. 474. Menandri Frag. Amftelod. 1709. p. 130.
4

Ibid.

10 What
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What was alluded to by cups of this particular form may, J

think, be inferred from their invoking upon thefe occafions

Zeus the faviour and deliverer. In a fragment of Anti-

phanes there is a defcription of a merry-making, when the

Deity is fpoken of under that title.

e%a.XeiTo
y

ttv.icw

AIO2 2&THPO2 AKATON

The name of Harmodius was remembered : they ftruck up a

Pecan : and one jolly fellow took up the large bowl^ called the

Jhip of Zeus the Prcferver. The like is mentioned with much
humour from a fragment of the comedian Alexis :

ys

a

'O Zsy? o SWT>]. ECK.V

Fill up ; fill up. I foall e?npty this noble veffel to Jupiter So-

ter. Tins Jupiter the preferver is in my opinion the moft bene-

ficent of all the Gods. If I bicrft^ I don t care. I drink with

a good will, and a fafe confcience. The fame author in an-

other place tells us, that the perfon, whom the Grecians in-

voked after fupper by the title of Zgy? SWT*]^, Zeus the Ja-

viour, was no other than Dionufus. And he adds, what

points out the perfon more particularly, that he was ftyled

5 Athenreus. L. 15. p. 692.
4
Athensus. L. 15. p. 692. The paffage is faulty: but I have tried to amend it.

F f f 2 not
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not only the faviour, but 7
rov KCLI TUV

great difpenfer of rains. The cups, of which I took notice

above, were often referred to Hercules ;
and made ufe of as

Grace-cups, where- particular honour was intended. It is

faid of
8

Alexander, that at the feaft of Theflalus the phy-

fician, before he had finiflied the Scyphus Herculeus, he

found himfelf on a iudden ftruck, as it were with a dart,

and was carried off half dead. The Boeotians had a great

regard for them ; which was fuppofed to arife from their re-

verence to the 9 hero of Thebes : but it was from an event

far more ancient, to which their name related. The I0

Scy-

phi, and Cymbia, at the celebration of the myfleries, were of

the fame fafnion, as thofe above.

The rites of the Scyphus undoubtedly confifted in a com-

memoration of the Ark, accompanied with all the circum-

ftances of the Deluge. It was the cup, we find, in which
1

Hercules parTed the feas : and the fame hiftory is given to

Helius,
7 Athenseus. L. 15. p. 675.
6

Ibi, nondum Herculis Scypho epoto, repente velut telo confixus ingemuit.

Quint. Curdus. L. 10. c. 4.

Macrobius of Hercules paffing the ocean in a great Cup. Ego tamen arbitror

non Poculo Herculem maria tranfveclum, fed navigio, cui Scyphus fuit nomen.

Saturnal. L. 5. c. 21. p. 367.
9 Athenseus. L. 11. p. 500. Some cups made of wood were called Tabretas.

Ibid. p. 506. undoubtedly from Tabet, Area.

It is remarkable, that the names Ki//u.W, 2,xv$o;, Axaroc, Tafaira, 4>a<7);Ao<T,

KUTTCC, FuaAo?, FatiAos, though made ufe of for drinking veflels, were borrowed

from vefTels of the fea.

'

Accounts of the Scyphus Herculeus from Athenasus. TleHreirSpos ev

TO cTg7r? Sv </j (Pie7rJ\eucri> o H^axAws TOV QKeoit'ov fit>oc.i [*tv (pncrtv

Qtox.h.vroi <F ev

ev Ty rpiry
'
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Helms, who is faid to have traverfed the ocean in the fame

vehicle. There are fome remarkable verfes of Stefichorus

upon this iubject, which have been preferved in Athenasus.

12
'A?ao <T

'YTTSg

<T oox.sot.voio

Ylon

TS tpiAB^* O es aA(ro?

'Twas in a golden Cup
That Helius pafs'd,

Helius, Hyperion's fon,

O'er floods and oceans wafted far away j

To Erebus he went, and the fad realms of night.

His aged parent there he found,

And the kind confort of his better days,

And all his blooming offspring.

Then to the facred grove he fped,

The facred grove of laurel.

a.va <&epi<pepei''O3e 'HpaxAjjs eAxT STT KUTOV TOV TO^OC, <u; @xhut>. 'OS's
'

tjraycrcr6a< xeAtuti. 'OSe Seuras 'srotvei. 'HAios <ff O.VTI TUTS ^iSascnv oanca TO

Y.. T. A. Ka/ ore >; ev iu> itrgAa^/g;, flx.ea.vo?
'sjeipcafj.evis

aura x.vfji.ixti'ft
TO S'e~7rcts q,a.v-

Ta^o/x.fj'0?. OJg ro^fviiv ctwrw jueAAg^' xai CUJTOV

/. Athenreus. L. n. p 469.
"

Athenjeus. L. u. p. 469.

'mnos,
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IL^

'I n II O 2, or the HORSE of P o s E i D o N.

ROM what has preceded, we may perceive, that the

Scyphus, called at times the Cup of Hercules, of Ne-

Jfu b*k reus, of Oceanus, of the Sun, was no other than the Ark,

reprefented under this chara&eriftic. It was defcribed like-

wife, as has been often mentioned, under the emblem of a

large fifh, which Pliny terms fabulofa Ceto : and from this

reprefentation, fhips, which were unweildy, and of great

burden, were often called Cetenae. n
Kjyn]^, tarXoiov

|t/,gya ug

K*)TO. I cannot help furmifing, that the Horfe of Neptune,

which in the conteft with Minerva
'ffsgi %Wa$ he v/as faid

to have produced, was a miftaken emblem
;
and that the

ancients in the original hiftory did not refer to that animal.

r
j.

What the 'iTTTCog., Hippus, alluded to in the early mythology
' was certainly a float or H

fhip, the fame as the Ceto : for in

IJ

Hefychius.
I+ The terms 'ITTTTK and Nau? are mentioned in fuch a manner, as to appear in

fome degree fynonymous. Pamphos introduces them in this manner together in

fpeaking of Pofeidon,

'ITTTTUV TS JcuTHPa, vssav i tQu

It fliould be read

'iTTTrtuav fe ouT'tip&g
I'fuv T'

By which, I make no doubt, were originally meant two forts of vcflcls : the Hip-

peia, large, unweildy, floats, the fame as K.-/nwett ;
the other, more regularly decked

fhips. See Paufan. L. 7. p. 577. See alfo Homer's Hymn &s noaeiduux, who

exprefTes the line above

re
(J/xxTMpac.

the
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die firft place the Ceto was denominated Hippos :
IS

'

TOV psyQLV Safaournov i^vv : by Hippos is meant that huge fijh

of the ocea?i
; i. e. the Ceto or Whale. Secondly, it is re-

markable that the Hippos was
certainly called Scaphius,

and Scuphius, Zxatpio/; KOLI 2,%vq>io<;; as we find by the Scho-

liaft upon Lycophron. It was fuppofed to have been pro-
duced at the Colonus, when Neptune was afleep : or, as

others tell the ftory, when the two Deities difputed about

their right to Attica:
6

i/rsgi TO.*; 'UTSTgtx.s
ra sv A&^mig Ko-

Awi/8 'ITTTTO? 2,y.v<pio<; s'^T^dev. The fame is mentioned by
the Scholiaft upon Pindar. I therefore cannot help think-

ing that this fuppofed Horfe of Neptune, as it has fo mani-

feft a relation to the Ceto, and the Scyphus, muft have been

an emblem of the like purport : and that it had
originally a

reference to the fame hiftory, to which the Scyphus and

Ceto related. The fable of the Horfe certainly arofe from a

mifprifion of terms
; though the miftake be as old as Homer, i.e. at old

The Goddefs 'tea, Hippa, reprefented as a feminine, is

fame as Hippos, and relates to the fame
hiftory. She is

***'

made the nurfe or fofter-mother of Dionufus
; and ftyled the

15
Hefych. This '[TTTTO-, was the fame as the feminine liippa, ftyled the nurfe

of Bacchus.

Orphic. Hymn. 48. 'iTnray Bajc^a rpifyov.
6

Lycophron. Scholia, v. 766.

Tuque O cui prima furentem

Fudit Equum magno tellus percufTa tridenti. Virg. Georg. L, i. v. 12;

Hence Argos 'lir-mov. Yi^vtdw lirtx. One of the three Chaldaic feminaries Ytf cti'

of learning was Hipparene, which is a compound of Hippa-Arene, and relates, as

I mould imagine, to the Ark, Hippa-Aren, ptf. Borfippa in the neighbourhood
was probably Baris-Hippa, of the like purport. They both relate to the fame em-

blem, the Area MTufiJiK.

foul:
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foul of the world. She is moreover faid to have received

Dionufus, who from her had a fecond birth : and fhe a/lifted

Jupiter in labour :
17 H fjisv ycte 'infta rz 'Wtx.vToc a era 4/yy,

mJ -L I P (^ f^

'O tie ano 78 jU.^8 T Aio? ^otrsKnv si$ CLVTW, <^o ^ai cryAAaiU,-

&V<&oLi mi l/TTra Asysra; T;^TO)/Ti TW A. The purport of

this allegory is not very obfcure
;

and will be illuftrated

hereafter. Dionufus was fuppofed to have been twice born ;

and thence was ftyled $KpVf\q. Sometimes the intermediate

ftate is taken into account ; and he is represented as having

experienced three different lives :

8

Ogyiov, appy]Tov, rgi^vsg, %gv?iov A/o; s^vog.
S 9 U" / y^\ V1/T'V^> A lrtWl/T*/\ G/H/MJ At/ C?)/V ^*yi ^ /V

j
cr Wj^vi'^v*' j Ct/i/wp /j

* wv j

T^iyoroy.

His lafh birth was from Hippa, at which time nature itfelf

was renewed.

TdiOLV T, KV.I OvgCU/OV SVgVV

Hippa, sig t\y
/

GTgo<j'i<riv AIOWTQI;, was certainly the Ark, into

which the Patriarch retired ; and from which he was after-

wards releafed, to enjoy a new lite, and another world.

Hence arofe the many iymbols of an Horfe. Damater near

the Olive Mount in Arcadia was worfbiped by the Phiga-

lians in a dark cavern. She was defcribed as a
2I

woman,

17 Proclus inTimaso. 2. p. 124, 125. See p. 26. of this volume.
8

Orphic. Hymn. 5 i .

9

Orphic. Hymn. 29.
'

Verfus Orphic, ex Proclo in Timasum. 3. p. 137.
"

Paufanias. L. 8. p. 686.

but
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but with the head of an horfe, and hieroglyphical reprefenta-

tions of ferpents and other animals. She fat upon a rock,

clothed to her feet
; with a dolphin in one hand, and a dove

in the other. Marus Balus, an ancient Deity of Italy
"
was

reprefented under an hieroglyphic, as a perfon with the face

of a man before, and of a horfe behind, and was faid to have

lived three times. The hiftory of Pegafus, the winged

horfe, is probably of the fame purport.
^

Palasphatus, a ju-

dicious writer, interprets it fo
; and fuppofes Pegafus to have

fyc/tiiu,), a

been nothing elfe but a (hip : Qvopct <T r\v TW 'SrAo/w n^yaa"o?.

Arion, who was fuppofed to have been faved by a Cetus, or

Dolphin, feems to have been the fifli itfelf, and was thence

named **

Hippos. This Hippos was in confequence of it

faid to have been the offspring of Pofeidon and Da-mater.

Some gave out, that Gaia, the Earth, was its parent. In the

accounts given by the Corinthians of Arion, and Patemon,
we have the fame Arkite hiftory varied, and referred to dif-

ferent aeras. Corinth feems to have abounded with Arkite Yiuod
* s emblems more than moft places in Greece.

n. Var. Hift. L. 9. c. 16. Tpi; ctTroQctyia*, ttM TOI<.

!

Patephat. de Bellerophonte. p. 66.
'

linns Apucav. Paufan. L. 8. p. 650. ITTTTIK fytiTiiv

n ny<x.a-ov. Heiychius.
15 See Paufanias. L. 2. p. 113. FaAoDjs ayx^./u.y. KOU S'Aao-(r>j;, xou

VOL, II. G g g Of
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Of the SACRED CONTEST.

IS account of the Hippos may ferve to decipher

fome other mythological traditions, the purport of

which have not yet been made known. I have in a former

part mewn, that the hiftory of Deucalion, and of the appulfe

of the Ark, was adopted by different nations, and referred to

their own country. And not only the true hiftory, but the

metaphorical account, was in like manner retained, and ap-

propriated to different places. As the Ark was reprefented

under the fymbol of Hippos, and was preferved from the

violence of the fea by the wifdom, and influence, of Provid-

ence ; the ancients defcribed this hiftory under a notion of a

conteft, wherein Minerva and Neptune were engaged. Each
'

. .
i -i ,

-

* theie Deities, it ieems, laid claim to a region : and upon

compromifing the difpute, Minerva is faid to have given birth

to the olive tree
;

and Neptune produced a horfe. Some-

times, inftead of Minerva, Juno is introduced as a principal

in the conteft. Thefe notions arofe from emblematical de-

fcriptions of the Deluge, which the Grecians had received by
tradition : but what was general, they limited, and appro-

priated to particular places.

There were accounts retained by the people of Argos,

concerning a Deluge in the days of Inachus
;

but they did

not imagine it to have extended beyond the limits of their

own
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own country. It arofe from a
l6

difpute between Neptune
and Juno ; who contended for the poffefTion of the province,

which was adjudged by Inachus to Juno. There was a

tradition of a like
* 7

conteft, and between the fame perfons,

for the region of Mycene ; which was here too decided in

favour of the fame Goddefs. The people of Troezen had a

fimilar
28

hiftory concerning their territory : but the difpute
here was between Neptune and Minerva; A^ijyatf %cu Ilovsi-

&>wt a^jo-^TJicrca TXTsgi rrig %w*a. The natives attributed

to each a (hare : but particularly venerated the Goddefs,
whom they ftyled Minerva IIoAX, Polias. At Corinth they
had the like hiftory; where Neptune again appears the a^-

greflbr : but his opponent is the Sun. Laftly, we read of a

contention for the land of Attica between this God of

Sea, and the tutelary Deity Minerva : which * 9 Paufanias ob-

ferves to have been an hiftory nearly parallel to that at Co-

rinth. ToJs 8 KQPIV$W$ [JLWQV 'ursgi TYIS %w^a s

spot $oxsi, Afavouot 'Wgwroi wzgi TW ATTIZYIS

Asyxvi Jg KQU 01

In this laft difpute about Attica, Minerva is faid to have had

the advantage ; and in confequence ot it an olive-tree fprang

up in the Acropolis of Athens, and at the fame time Ncp-

5

Paufanias. L. 2. p. 161.

K'gJtpOY o cTdfVBj H TUV Sena? xoicri?, Tlotreiowvos y.y.i AG;jr?, tjri K'Kpoircs u.v-

S-zvcTxt 'EAAwo-i -meet -rtr, %<wpx?. Eufeb. Chron. p. 28. L. 5.1.
7 Pauianias. L. 2. p. 145.
s

Paufanias. L. 2. p. 181.

9 Pauianias. Corinth. L. 2. p. 112.

G g g 2 tune
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tune produced the Horfe Scuphius. I think it is manifeftj.

that thefe accounts, however limited, relate to one general
event : but the hiftory has been adopted, and varied, accord-

ing to the mythology of different places. This olive-tree at

Athens was greatly reverenced, and reputed of high
5

anti-

quity : but the Athenians had no other traditions concern-

ing it, than that it was an evidence of the advantage, which

Minerva gained over Neptune in this difpute for the coun-

try.
3I

Tlsgi
Js EAa/a? 8cfa syysviv

A/Vo SITTSIV t\ Ty 0&o px^-

rvgiov yevs&ai rxro sg rov ay&wa rov STTL ry y(wg<x..
This hif-

tory was reprelented among the
owoi&QfiKTOL in the Acropolis

by more Artifts than one. r"

OTTI&SV (ra Ha.^svu)vos} YI Ho<rsi-

JfiMOg ttTgog A.@qva.v e?iv sgig vnsg Tr^ T^g. Behi?id the temple

called Parthenon, or temple of the virgin^ is the Jtatue of Nep-
tune contending with Minerva for the land.

33 In another

place was Minerva, and the olive-tree, and Neptune making
a (how of raifing the waves of the deep, HV^OL O.V&QQUVUV .

There was likewife a ftatue of the Earth in a fupplicating

pofture ; requefting, as Paufanias imagines, that- Jupiter

would fend her rain :
3*
Ef* fa mi Tr^g ayaAjU,a

30
Paufanias. L. 8. p. 643. Lycophron. Schol. v. 766..

11 Paufanias. L. i. p. 64. Many fuppofe the place, where the horfe was pro-

duced to have been in Scythia : others in Arcadia: others again in Thefialy. See

Servius in Virg. Georg. L. i. v. 12.

31 Paufanias. L. i. p. 57.
3) Ibid.

14 Paufanias. L. i. p. 57. He thinks that there was probably fome drought in

Attica, or perhaps in Greece. But then we fhould have had Minerva, or fome

other tutelary Deity of the country, intreating 2f O/JL^^OV.
The intreaties of the

Earth fhould, I think, moft naturally be general, and for no lefs than the whole.

7 In
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i o; TOV 10,. The tradition, I make no doubt, was fo far

true, that the hiftory related to rain : but from the circum-

ftances of the other ftatues, with which this was furroimded,

I fliould imagine that the purport of this entreaty was rather

to avert it as an evil, than to implore it for a blefling. As

the objecl of the fupplication was confeffedly unknown, we

may be allowed to form conjectures as well as the author. C0ftjulu.ru

I fliould therefore from the collateral hiftories imagine, that

this ftatue had the fame reference, as that of Ilythyia SKI

yovovriv
at Tegea : and that they both related to the Deluge,

and to the deftruction of mankind in the waters. In friort,

I take all thefe to have been general hiftories ;
but through

length of time miftaken, and abridged, and limited to par-

ticular places.

In the Academia, Kai tywrov e~iv EAa;a<, Aeuregov
TUTO fayofAwov tyoiwau. Pau-

fanias. L. i. p. 76.

Sophoclis CEdipus Colon, v. 726. Efiv aiov tyw 5cA,

ADDITIONAL



ADDITIONAL TYPES.

.TAURUS, APIS, MNEUIS, LABAN, LA-

BAR, LARIS, LARISSA. Alfo of AI-

THYIA, ILITHYIA, ORATHYIA: and

-of the MANES, and LARES.

i
IT may not be eafy at this diftance of time to afford uni-

formly a reafon, why the Egyptians, and other nations,

made ufe of thofe particular fymbols, by which their hifto-

ries have been tranfmitted. At leaft, if we may in fome in-

ftances aflign a caufe, yet in others there may appear no

relation between the primitive idea, and the fubftitute, by
which it is reprefented. However, when any light can be

obtained, it will be worth our while to inveftigate the truth
;

and to find out the latent meaning. For if by any means

we can arrive at the purport of thefe emblems, a great in-

fight will be obtained into the myfteries and mythology of
.

& J
i L

fo <K dJjpuw-fc Egypt, and into the hiftory of the hrft ages. It has been

on . upon this inducement, that I have advanced fo far; and
y tax

tj
i . r .....

A , fliall venture to proceed a few degrees farther in my inquiries
bo ah ImiA^riv**' ,."

1 upon this
t do
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It is faid of the Patriarch after the Deltfee, that fie be- fro ahO *

came ' nann WK, a man of the earth, or huibandman. This

is rendered by the Seventy, rnQgwrog y*K ; or, as it ftands in

moft of the copies,
a

&v@gQ7ro$ ysoogyog yi}$.
The middle

term is redundant, and was originally a marginal interpreta-

tion of the two extremes : by which is meant, that Noah

was a perfon addicted to agriculture. This circumftance

was religioufly recorded in all the ancient hiftories of Egypt.

And it was upon this account, I imagine, that the ox, fo Jkc J CULLYU.S
t

ufeful in hulbandry, was made an emblem of the Patriarch.

Hence we find many pieces of ancient fculpture, upon which

is to be feen the Ox's head with the Egyptian modius be-

tween his horns, relative to the circumftances of this hiftory.

But, exclusive of thefe engraven fymbols, the living ani-

mal was in many places held facred, and reverenced as a J> 0* A* uX
f

w^cm J)ull
t

Deity. One inftance of this was at Memphis, where they

worshiped the facred Bull Apis : and another was to be found

at Heliopolis, where they held the Bull Mnevis, or 3

Mneuis,

in equal veneration. The like cuftom was obferved at
* Mo-

memphis,
5

Aphroditopolis, and
6

Chufa, with this differ-

ence, that the objed of adoration in thefe places was an 6

Heifer or Cow.

1

Genefis. c. 9. v. 20.

1
Kai VP^OLTO Neoe ctvQpuTros yeuoyos yvs' xou e<puTfua-ev xp.7re%.ocx. Ibid.

3 Diodor. Sic. L. i. p. 19. Tff-c-/ 3e TOV ATIV BV My.vp.
:

i, KO.I iv AJrfwc iv H^.<y-

fi. Eufeb. P. E. L. 2. c. i. p. 51.
4 Strabo. L. 17. p. 1155- .r>iAgja

(&Kiegee,.
5

Ibid. L. 17. p. 1163. Ati>x.n @ys ttpct.

-c-a; TO oi'O/j.K. E^ ToujTn af&dtr.v A.$pi$iTW3 Q'jfy.n-j.v
ctu

X.O.L TzhctTrua-i, Y.K.I y^afaai- Lilian, de Animal. L. 10. L. 27.

6 That
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That the Apis, and Mneuis were both reprefentations of

an ancient perfonage is
7 certain ;

and who that perfonage

was, may be known from the account of him given by Dio~

dorus. Fie fpeaks of him by the name of Mneues : but con-

fines his hiftory to Egypt, as the hiftory of Saturn was li-

mited to Italy; that of Inachus and Phoroneus to Argos ;

of Deucalion to ThefTaly. Mneues, or, as the ancient Do-

rians exprefTed it, Mneuas, is a compound of Men-Neuas,

and relates to the fame perfon, who in Crete was ftyled Mi-

nos, Min-oas, and whofe city was Min-Noa : the fame

alfo who was reprefented under the emblem of the Men-

Taur, or Mino-taurus. Diodorus fpeaks of Mneues, as the

firft lawgiver : and fays,
that he lived after the zera of the

Gods and Heros, when a change was made in the manner

of life, among
s

men. He defcribes him as a man of a moft

exalted foul, and a great promoter of civil fociety, which he

benefited by his laws. Thefe laws were unwritten ; and he

received them from the chief God Hermes, who conferred

them as a gift of great importance upon the world ; which

through them would be highly benefited. He was the fame

as Menes, whom the Egyptians reprefented as their firft king ;

and a great benefactor. This was the perfon, who 9
firft fa-

crificed to the Gods, and brought about the great change in

ye-

See Lycophron. v. 209. and Scholia.

s MgTa Tin' -<jTz.Aa.tKv Td KOLT AiyuTTTCv @tu xa.Ta.cfa.crir, TJJX

yti/ira.i STTI T? TOT Qecov KOC.I Hpcacav, 'wetTxt (pcuri -za-p^TCv uypccirToij vopt.oi$

TO. tirA()& (2i'dv (lege Bar) TOV Mi'tuttf, etvopdc,
xa< T -

/I "fu^'i //2>ac, 3ta; TU>

ra.Tov TUV fj.ii>]fjLoriuofjr.et'Ci:v. ngocrTrciriQvi-Ki
e aura TOV EffiW <Pt<Pcax.ei'y,i TUTUS, as

fj.tya.Xuv aya^oiv aniw effofttras. Diod. L. i. p. 84.
' Ibid. p. 42.

diet ;
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diet
;
a circum fiance, which occurs continually in the hiftory

ot the
ia

firft ages. We find it made a charafteriftic of al-

moft every ancient perfonage, rug cwQgwrrzs s% aygix icou $/]-

Pto3&S$ <J<a;T] [ASTctwrcM) that he withdrew mankind from their

favage and bloody rcpajls. Of this foul and unnatural man-

ner of feeding, which prevailed in the antediluvian world, I

have fpoken before. The poets, and mythologies, continu-

ally allude to it
;
and memorials of it were kept up in all

their rites and myfleries : where one part of the ceremony
confifted in eating raw flefli, which was often torn from the

animal, when alive. Menes, who put a flop to this cruel

practice, and introduced a more mild diet, is ilyled Meen by
Herodotus, and was the fame as Men-Neuas, of whom I

have been fpeaking : the fame alfo as the Men-Taur, and

Taur-Men, of other countries. Diodorus calls this famous

lawgiver
"

Bay Mvevw, Taurus Men-Neues ; from whence we

may judge, that he was the fame perfon, whom the Egyp-
tians reverenced under the fymbol of the facred Bull ; efpe- Jtc

daily as it was called by the fame name Mneuas, and

Mneues.

The name of Apis I imagine to have been an Egyptian
term for a father : whence came the term Appa, Appas, and

Apia among the Greeks : which laft is equivalent to Patria

among the Romans. Homer induftrioufly adheres to an-

cient words : and he tells us, when Neftor was fent from

10 Tw nrocAaio.i' (in KCLTO.^-'OLU iv> See above.
"

In the prefent copies it is j&at- Mcaw, which is not fenfe. It undoubtedly
Iliould be altered to E*> ; for that was his title : and he was reverenced under that

fymbol.

VOL. II. H h h Pylos
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Pylos to fight againft the Centaurs of Theffaly, that he went
11

TrihoOzv &, CLTTW ycuw. This may fignify either that he

went far away e patria terra, from his own country : or elfe

to a great diftance from the region of Apis, which un-

doubtedly was fo called from Apis of Egypt. In this inter-

pretation I differ from n
Strabo, Euftathius, and all the Scho-

liafts ; who think, that by Apia was meant fomething at a

diftance. Hence rr
l
7\o^Bi> t, awir^ youqi;

muft fignify longe a

longinqua terra ; which is Icarcely fenfe. Paufanias who was

as good an antiquary, as Strabo was a geographer, afTures us,

that of old the whole region of the Peloponnefus was ftyled
H
Apia : and that it was fo denominated from Apis. We

,/ifJicL -"/>" may therefore be affured, that the term was fometimes ufed

for a proper name. But it likewife fignified patria, from

Apis a father : whence came the Greek term I5

AT7T, o T0-

<py, s4ppas, which fignijied a parent. Apas was exprefTed

Appas, juft as Atis was rendered Attis i Amon, Ammon :

Adon, Addon. Diana is made to fay to .Jove,

ouuviov, Annex., $vha.<r<rsiv.

Grant me, my dear Appa^ to maintain a perpetual virginity.

Ulyfles, fpeaking to Alcinous of his own country Ithaca,

"
Iliad. A. v. 270. F. v. 49. Odyfl". H. v. 25.

;

They render OLTTIOC. by Tzroppw aTrg^acra. Ex. yns jotaxpoc^ aTre^ao-w. Schol. in

Horn. Iliad. L. A. v. 2. ATTIO.V $t
aroppa) jwaAAoy. Strabo. L. 8. p. 570.

' Twr frrcs I<T0fi8 %&<(>av ATTIOLV air fueivn (ATTicTo;) xaAg/aSa/. Paufan. L. 2.

p. 123. Apis is fuppofed to have come from beyond Naupaftus , ATTIS ex.
-a-epas

Nau-ro-aKT/ai;. ^Ifch. Supplices. But by the coming of Apis is to be underflood

the introduction of particular rites ; which were originally from Egypt.
15

Hefychius.
16

Callimach. H. Dian. v. 6.

ftyles



THE ANALYSIS OF ANCIENT MYTHOLOGY. 419

ftyles
it

' 7
VL7Ci'f\ ya/a, by which is undoubtedly meant patria

terra. The name of the earth itfelf among; the Scythas wasO j

18

Apia, the feminine of Apis. This could not fignify re-

mote. No people would give the word diftant for a general

term to the Earth, which they worfhiped, as a Goddefs ; no

more than they would to the country, where they reiided.

They efteemed the Earth their common parent ; and hence

they gave her the name of Apia, as they gave the title of
19

Pappaius to Zeus, whom they looked upon as their father.

One term explains the other precifely. And that we may
not be at a lofs to know, who was meant by this reputed
father Apis ; Epiphanius tells us that he was the fame as

3

Inachus, in whofe days the Deluge happened.
I have mentioned, that the Mneuis, or, as the Dorians ex- /ftvua-H /ftAh.

prefs it,
2I

Mneuas, is a contraction of Men-Neuas, the Lu-

nar God Neuas, the fame as Noas, or Noah. It has alfo

been fliewn, that Ofiris, the planter of the vine, the inventer fijlrftf ffaa.ii

of the plough, the great hufbandman, was no other than

Noah ; and to him thefe animals were facred. Plutarch ac-

cordingly informs us,
5

Txg Tavgzg T& Isgw, TOV rs
ovopct.-

o[jti>ov Aviv, K,y.i TOV MVBVIV, O<rfJ<r< ttaQiegwowou ; that the

17 Homer. OdyfT. H. v. 25.
!

Herodotus. L. 4. c. 59.
' 9

Pappa, and Pappus, fignified in many languages a father. Hence

z-a.&a-ti', TroL-rf-oc. arficrcfyo^naiv- Heiych. When Nauficaa in Homer addreiTes

her father, flie oalls him Pappa. See Herodot. above.

n7T7ra (pi
A , BX OLV $ n p.ot EpoTrA/xrr/as a.irwv. OdyfT. Z. v. 57.

10
Hceref. L. i. p. n. Ii'a^w, ATTJ^OS T&purEpov xA/jOg^To;.

21
Mneuis, Mveui?, of Diodorus. L. i. p. 19.

"
Ifis et Ofiris. p. 366.

H h h 2 bulls,
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bulls) both that which was calkd Apis^ a?id the other named

Mnenis, were, alike facred to Ofiris. They were looked upon,

as
33

living oracles, and real Deities : and to be in a manner

animated by the very foul of the perfonage, whom they
2*

re-

prefented. Diodorus fpeaks ot the honour, in which they
were held, as being equal to that paid to the

*5 Gods. la

another place he affurcs us, that they were reverenced as

Deities ; and this
?s

univerfally, by all the people of Egypt.
The Mneviis was -worfhiped at Heliopolis, as the Apis was at

Memphis : hence fome have thought, that the former was

particularly facred to the Sun. They were both equally
dedicated to Ofiris \ who among other titles had that of He-
lius : but they related more to him under the character of

the Deus Lunus ; and from hence the Mneuis was denomi-

nated. Under this character the Egyptians did not refer to

the planet in the heavens, but to a perfon ; and to the ma-

chine, in which he had been preferved j the fame, which

was ftyled Rhea and Damater.

The Egyptians imagined, that the Ark had a refemblance

to the new moon ; which I have ihewn to have been a fa-

Bdr ya.(> OcriptJos tmwa. ropu^EOT. Ibid.

'

Evp.op(fof eix.cvcc xgfl VGfJuQttv tys Oeepifat ^u%M TOV ATTIV. Ibid. p. 362.

eft A.TTIV tiKovoi fJitv OaigiS'oi sp.^v^ov ttvoii. Ibid. 368.
14 'O L'di ATT/S, d ft? iv OLUTK

O<r/^i5.
Ibid.

Ocipifos (if TBTOV (,&/-) ^ ^u%n OCVTV jufTS^x, xai JW raura S ict-

oi x.y.i vw. jtA. Diodor. L. i. p. 76.

TBS cT TOUGHS /'e^8,
TOV it ATTIU, Kcti TOP Mveviv 'HfjLa.a^oii S7a^a7rAo

-

/ws TO s
'

Qsoi*. L. i. p. 79. A/ris, S-eo; AiyvTmcw. Suidas.

Ai-

, L. i. p. 19. Apis, populorum omnium numen. Mela. L. i. c. 9.

o ATTX. ./Elian, de Animal. L. 1 1, c. 10.

vourite



. // / 7
/ / ' * 7

Taurus Aws c/ t n>u'/itj ctnn L etwrnva isac-in





THE. ANALYSIS OF ANCIENT MYTHOLOGY.

vourite emblem. And there is reafon to think, that they

made ufe af fome art to imprefs the figure of a crefcent upon
the fides of thefe facred animals : as it is certain, that white

marks of this form were generally feen upon them. The
Mneuis was uniformly chofen of a

* 7 black colour, that thefe

impreffions might more plainly appear. The like is faid o

the Apis, who is by Pliny deferibed as a Deity.
8
Bos in

JEgypto etiam nu minis vice colitur : Apim vocant. Infigne

ei in dextro latere candicans macula,, cornibus lunas crefcere

incipientis. The fame account is given by Marcellinus.

29 Eft autem Apis bos diverfis genitalium notarum figuris ex-

prefTus, maximeque omnium corniculantis lunze fpecie lateri

dextro infignis. Thefe animals are 3 faid to have had this

regard paid to them, as being emblems of hujbandry^ "which

Qferis found out : and they were defigned as memorials of the

fruits of the earth being propagated : and of the perfons^ to

whom the world was indebted for thofe blejfftngs ; that the re-

membrance of fo great benefactions, might laft to the. lateft ge-

lations.

But they were not only reprefentatives of the perfon, or

perfons, by whom the world had been fo much benefited ;

but, as I have before mentioned, of the machine likewife, in>.

which they had been preferved. This was defcribed as a

"
~Mvevt@ouv p.fyit^o^ c-q/Q^py. (MfAas. ATTIV /xsAaf* xcu OOJTOV VTreo

. Porphyrius apud Eufeb. Prxp. Evang. L. 3. c. 13. p. 117..
13

L. 8. c. 46. p. 472.
19 L. 22. p. 257.
30

'Ajwa fJitv <f~ict yfupyictf %gfia.>>, ctftct S'i xarAa TO TWV eucsmwr xas x

<fofav TO.IS
futgye<ricus Tzccgy.Sao-ift.oi' yfywfKKt ion

fj.ttc<.yfi'e<?pot$
Sis a.ira.vta, TOV

. Diodor. L. i. p. 79.

10 crefcent;
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crefcent ;
and called Theba, Baris, Argus. In confbquence

of which we find, that thefe terms, and the name of an

Ox or Bull, were among the eaftern nations fynonimous.' O J

The Syrians, like the people at Mo-Memphis, held a Cow in

great reverence : and to what they alluded may be known

by the etymologifts, who have commented upon their wor-

hip.
3I
0j]a wir* Asysra/ 5 j@a$. The facred heifer of the

Syrians is no other than Theba^ the Ark. 3I
0j}6ct y&g r) p8

#ara Sy^a?. The Ark among the Syrians is ftyled Bous
y
a

cow j undoubtedly, becaufe it was fo typified. Hefychius,

conformably to the above, mentioning the various fignifica-

tions of the term B^, Bos, takes notice,
"

Bb'?, Ba^if, A^yo? :

By an Ox or Bull is fignified Baris
,
and Argus : two names of

the facred hip, the fame as Theba above. The facred cakes,

which were offered at the Arkite temples, were ftyled Boun^

and were prefented upon every feventh day. They had

little horns, and were facred to Selene ; as we learn from

Hefychius, who renders the term Bous. 34 B&
s$0[Jl,os TtTsp-

fJLOL e$i, KQLI TW Sshww legov.
The fame emblem was held

facred in Perfis, and Chufiftan
;
where Mithras the parent

of mankind was reprefented under the figure of a fteer, or

heifer. Statius has fome allufions to this image, when he

mentions

31

Etymolog. Magnum.
1

Scholiaft upon Lycophron. v. 1206.
3! So it fliould be read. It ftands now Baaos Agyos.
34 Of the facred Bonn fee Vol. i. p. 298. The Meliffie, thofe priellefles of Se-

kne, were ftyled (teyeven. 2sA/'c MfA^raaf gJtaAe^' (Ztsyti'StS <fe oil MsAicraxt.

Porph. de Antro Nympharum. p. 262.

6 Perfei
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35 Perfei fub rupibus antri

Indignata fequi torquentcm cornua Mithran.

Upon this the Scholiaft obferves,
-
6
Perfas in Spelasis coli So-

lem primi invenirle dicuntur. Eft etiam in fpelaeo quidam
Perfico habitu cum tiara utrifque manibus bovis cornua com-

primens, quas interpretatio ad lunam dicitur. He
fays, that

the purport of the fculpture related to the moon. It did

fo : however not to the planet ; but to the Arkite crefcent,

of which Mithras Tauriformis was the fuppofed Divinity. Of
the grottos here alluded to by the Scholiaft, which were fitu-

ated near the Campus Magorum, I have before taken notice.

Among thofe ancient entablatures, which are there carved

in the rock, there is one above the reft curious. In this is

defcribed Mithras Bovinus, with the head and horns of a

bull
;

fimilar to the figures of Ifis in Egypt. There is alfo

the celeftial bow; and over all is the child Eros, or Maneros,

winged, and fitting upon the bow : alfo a perfon afcending

fome fteps to adore the facred phenomenon. It is a remark-

able piece of fculpture: and every part of it illuftrates the

fubjecl, of which 1 have been hitherto 37

treating.

Thefe fymbolical animals of Egypt are by many writers

fpoken of as Vituli, or 3 * calves : and Herodotus, treating of

3S Thebaid. L. i. v. 720.
j6 Schol. ibid. Tempos f*.tv 2sAwr, V.CLI -j-lwy.y. ^gA;;c;;; o

Tx-jp;:. Porphyrius

fupra.
7 A copy of it has been given before, Vol. i. and is here again reprefented upon

a larger fcale.

Atst TI ftp-jyey O.TTQ au & ATTIS; c
[*.3<r%o;} c exAexTss <ra sz. Eveu'tv. Jeremiah.

c. 46. v. 15.

Apis,
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Apis, mentions him as o
f.ioT^(0<;

o
39 AT/J ^aAso^si/o?: the fteer

called Apis. When the liraelites fell into the idolatry of

Egypt, they worshiped a calf in Horeb. And when this

folly was renewed under Jeroboam, ft ill the
objecl: of wor-

fhip was the fame. This king made two 4
calves ; one of

which he fet up in Bethel, and the other in Dan. They are

fometimes reprefented as females ; and in the book of Tobit

complaint is made againft the apoftate Tribes in Ifrael, who

all facrificed to the Goddefs Baa/, reprefented by an heifer.
41

Ilct<ra{ ou puAcw, oil tTWQLKOz&vcu sQvov TH] BaaA, TJJ Janata*.
This was certainly an emblem of that fuppofed Deity, called

Gaia, Rhea, and Damater.

**
TOUOL sa, (juqrsg MowoiguVy tyrrftwy T cwQguTTOM.

Hence Apuleius, when he is defcribing the Pompa liiaca,

fays of the facred Cow,
43 Erat ea Bos omniparentis Deae foe-

cundum fimulachrum. From this we may be led to infer

that the female was the appointed emblem of the Ark ; and

the male of the perfon. The fhrines, where this ftrange

.adoration was paid, were efteemed oracular : whence the ani-

mal had the name of Alphi, Dei vox ; which was rendered

Alpha by the Greeks. Hefychius accordingly tells us,

A?\.<pa /3 ; or AA$a /3oo #<paA}], <E>ow#. The Phenicians

call an Ox, or Cow, or the head of thofe animals , Alpha. And

9 L. 3. c. 28.

40
i Kings, c. 12. v. 28, 29,

41 C. i. v. 5.
44

Orphic. Hymn. 25.
43

Metatnorph. L. 9, p. 373. Edit. Delph,

Plutarch,
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Plutarch, fpeaking of Cadmus, fays,
** that he placed Alpha

the firft letter, hecaufe amojig the Phenicians it was the name,

of the facred Steer or Heifer. I have before taken notice,

that the Grecian writers have fuppofed Cadmus to have been

conducted by a Cow : but the true hiftory may be known
from the defcription of the Cow, by which Cadmus, or ra-

ther the Cadmians are faid to have been directed.

45 ABVKQV
cr^|U,' ettotsrsgus

TZ

If had upon each fide a mark, refcmbling the figure of the moon.

Paufanias mentions the fame circumftance : and fays,
46

that

it was a white mark, and like the moon, when at full. Among
all the famples, which are now extant either upon coins or

marbles, the mark is uniformly a crefcent : and fuch we may
imagine the true hiftory to have been, from whence Pau-

fanias copied. The peculiar hieroglyphic, with which the

animal was fuppofed to have been diftinguifhed, {hews, that

the hiftory related to one of the facred kine of Egypt ; and

from them the oracle was derived.

The Egyptians undoubtedly worfhiped one of thefe facred

animals at their city Pharbethus : for Phar in the Amonian

language, like "is, of the Chaldeans, and Hebrews, fignified

an Ox, or Bull ; and by Beth was denoted a temple. Hence

by Phar-Beth is to be underftood Bovis ^Edes, the temple of

44 A;a TO <f>omjca ar&> >caAj' TOP Ban. Sympof. Quasft. ix. 3. p. 738.
45 Schol. in Ariftoph. Bar^a^;. v. 1256.
46

'Exa.Tega.$
TH> /Soos zzrAgugias trtifjiiov

AJ)?, CTTOT gi -za-Awps. L. 9. p. 733. See backward the treatife upon Cadmus.

p. 159.

VOL. II. I i i the
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the facred Bull. I have before fhewn, that Petah, and Pa-

tah, iignified an Officer, and Prieft. Hence the perfons

ftyled in the 47

fcriptures Petah-Phar, and rendered in our

verfion Potiphar, and Potiphera, were priefts of this order.

Potiphar prieft of On was an attendant upon the Mneuis in

the city Zoan, or Heliopolis ; which was alfo called On.

Analogous to this Ifis Pharia was in acceptation Dea Bovina,

from the hieroglyphic
4S

Phar, under which {he was repre-

fented. In 4* a former treatife I imagined, that by Phar-

Beth was meant the houfe of Pharaoh ; but Beth is generally

to be underftood in a religious fenfe ; and as Phar figniiied

an Ox or Bull, I fhould be inclined to the latter interpreta-

tion. Pataneit was a title of the fame purport as Petaphar.
Proclus fpeaks of a Sonchin, or prieft, at Heliopolis, who
was fo called. He exprefles it

5 UctTSveiT ; which is a varia-

tion of little confequence. Neit had the fame fignification,

as Phar ; and is by Macrobius rendered 51
Netos, or Neton :

who fays, that the facred Bull at Heliopolis was fo called.

Hence Pata-Neit was Sacerdos Bovis ; Apis, vel Mneuis,

Minifter. Ifis Pharia was alfo ftyled Neit, which the Gre-

47
Genefis. c. 39. v. i. and c. 41. v. 45,

48 Nunciat oftavam Pharia; fua turba Juvencse. Martial. L. 10. Epig. 48.

Ifi, Phoronjeis quondam ftabulata fub antns,

Nunc Regina Phari. Statius. Sylv. L. 3. Ad Metium Celerem.

He fpeaks, as if her title related to the Pharos. Regina Pharia fignifies
Ifis,

Bovina.
49 Vol. i. Radicals.

Proclus inTimasum. L. i. p. 31. "letst oro^a^o^gcu riarevetT.

L. i. c. 21. p. 212. Taurum Soli facrum, quern Neton cognorninant. Nec-

On. Taurus Solis,

cians
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cians exprcfled
5*

NV)<0 : and her prieft at Sais was called

Petaneit ; Sacerdos Ilidis Bovinze.

In refpecl: to the Apis and Mneuis, there feems to have

been a determined period for their worship : at the expira-

tion of which they were carried to the Nile and drowned in

the 53 river. This was attended with imiverfal lamentations;

during which the priefts went in queft of another of the fame

kind with the neceffary marks. When fuch a one was

found, he was led in triumph to the temple, and the fame

rites were renewed. But though writers fpeak of thefe ne-

ceflary charaderiftics, as orignally inherent in the animals ;

yet the lunar emblem upon the fide was certainly a work of

art. The people in Egypt told Plutarch, that it was ef-

fected,
54

7ra.(pr) TW 2)g?U)i/j], by a touch of the moon ; which he

underftands of the 5S

planet. The perfons, who afforded the

intelligence, undoubtedly meant, that it was done by the ap-

plication of an inftrument in the form of a crefcent. With
this they applied fome cauftic, by which they took off the

black hairs : and in the room of thefe, white ones fucceeded

in the fhape of a lunette. We are told, that when the Apis

died, it was put into a <ro0, or coffin, and folemnly interred

in the temple of s6

Sarapis. I cannot in this place omit talc-

ing notice of the name Sarapis, about which there has often

1
Plato Timseus. Vol. 3. p. 21 Aiyinmri r'aro^ca Ni0.

Nwflj AQ/jra -srao' AtyuTTTiot. Hefych.
'

Apis poft vivendi fpatuim prasfthutum, facro fonte immerfus. Marcellinus.

L. 22. p. 257.
!*

Sympoi". L. 8. p. 718.
5 Suidas fuppofes, that the Apis was conceived ex SfAajs T ; ^sAwns.
6
Clemens Alexand. Scrom. L, i. p. 983.

I i i 2 been
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been controverfy even among fome of the ancients. This

arofe from their blending two different ideas under one

term ; which the Egyptians certainly diftinguifhed. But as

the words were nearly the fame in found, the Grecians have

confounded them; and ufed them indifcriminately. Sar fig-

nified any thing noble. Thofe great lords, the Tyrians, are

by the facred writers ftyled
57 Sarim. Ofiris, the great huf-

bandman, who had been expofed in an ark, was ftyled Sar-

Apis ;
which fignifies illuftris Genitor, the great father of

mankind. But there was likewife the term Sor, from whence

came the
<rogo<;

of the Greeks ; which fignified a bier or cof-

fin ; alfo a place of interment. Hence the temple, where

the dead Apis was depofited, had the name of Sor-Apis, ren-

dered inaccurately Sarapis. Plutarch did not know the dif-

tindion ; and hence fancied, that fome people in Egypt
would not allow Sarapis to have been a God. s% Ova sivou

Ssov TOV
ZcLg&TTiV)

aAAct Tov Awdos vogov
TW MOfJL&.<ra.i. In-

ftead of admitting Sarapis as a Deity, they infifted that it was

only the tomb of Apis. The difpute was about the found of

a word. No Egyptian could deny the divinity of the God
59

Serapis : but Sor-Apis had another meaning : and this was

the term in debate. The Egyptians infifted, and with good

57 Ifaiah. c. 23. v. 8. See Radicals, p. 73.
58

Ifis et Ofiris. p. 362. Sor alfo among the Amonians fignified a Bull ; which

Avas fometimes exprefieJ Tor, and Tur. Sar-Apis may therefore fometimes fignify

the Bull-Apis.
59 THTKV 01 fj.tv A/a t$a.G<x.v fn'/xi, ci Si TOV NeiAoc, <T<a TO p.oS'iov %tiv sv x.stfa.^y

"x.ai rov '&rri%yv. Suidas.

01 fjify Oo-ipii',
ci &s Sfcavrn', ci <^ S<w^< AtyuTnifi.

Plut. Ifis et Ofiris. p. 375.

reafon,
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reafon, that Sor-Apis was a name given to the place of fepul-

ture of the facred bull ; and did not relate to the Deity.

That I am right in my notion may be proved from the tefti-

mony of Nymphodorus of Amphipolis. He fays exprefly,

that when the Apis died, and had been embalmed, the

priefts laid it in a o*00, or tomb ;
and this was in the tem-

ple of the Deity, or Daemon, whom they moil honoured :

and the place of fepulture was called
6o

Soro-Apis. Nym-
phodorus feems afterwards in fome degree to confound

the terms : but it is manifeft, that the Daemon, (Aa/|U,wj/)

or deified man, was Sar-Apis, and that Sor-Apis was the

tomb.

It has been mentioned, that the Minotaur, the Taurus

Lunaris, of Crete, was reprefented as a Man with the head

of a Bull. This was an hieroglyphic introduced into that

country from Egypt. That it was an Egyptian emblem

may be known from a fpecimen fUll remaining, which is to

be feen upon thofe curious monuments of Egyptian anti-

quity, in the Britim Mufeum. The Deity is here defcribed

fitting in an ere6t pofture, in the exprefs form of the Mino-

taur : only with this difference, that like many emblema-

tical figures in Syria, Babylonia, and other parts of the eaft,

he is reprefented with two heads. His horns are induftrioufly

fo placed as to form two lunettes. In his hand he holds an

inftrument like a fey the, as a token of huibandry : and before

him is a prieft upon his knees, who feems to be dedicating

two fmall pyramids.
From thefe hieroglyphics mifmterpreted came the ftories

- xA)?m;. Clemens Alex. Strom. L. i. p. 383.

of
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of Europa, and Pafiphae ;
alfo the fable about Argus, and

16. They all related to the fame event ; and to the ma-

chine ftyled Ba?, and Taurus, wherein Ofiris was inclofed.

For it is faid of Ifis, that during the rage of Typhon, fhe pre-

ferved Ofiris in an ark of this denomination :

"
si? fizv %v-

hivqv Sfdott&SlV j She inclofed him in a bull of wood : by which

in meant the ark, Theba. The Syrians underftood it fo.

62
0/]a yag q j@8$ ^ara 2vg%$. A Cow among the Syrians jig-

nified an Ark or Theba: a?ro KaJjua |3oo <paa** r^v Tqv

STTT&TrvXov Khqvqvoii. The city Theba in Greece^ fo renowned

for its feven gates, was denominated from the facred Cow^ by

which Cadmus was directed. The name of the animal muft

therefore have been Theba : and we may be affured, that

the Syrians and Egyptians under this hieroglyphic contin-

ually referred to the 63 Ark. The city Tyre, from whence

Europa is fuppofed to have come, was named Sor, and Tur,
fimilar to the "niP, and "nn, of the Chaldeans. Both thefe

terms iignify a Bull : and it was undoubtedly the infigne, by
which the Deity was there reprefented.

There were many Arkite ceremonies in different parts of

the world ; which were generally ftyled Taurica Sacra. In

foine of thefe there was a memorial of the
naA/lysygtr/a :

and thofe, who were initiated, imagined, that they obtained

by their admiffion to thefe rites an addition to their
6* term

of years. Thefe myfteries were of old attended with ads of

great cruelty. Of thefe I have given inftances, taken from

1

Diodorus Sic. L. i. p. 76.
J

Lycophron, Scholia, v. 1206.
3

, KI&WTIOV. Hefych.
4 See Hoffman Taurobolium.

different
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different parts of the world ; from Egypt, Syria, Cyprus,

Crete, and Sicily. The Bull of Perillus was probably con-

ftructed upon a religious account
;
and deiigned for a reno-

vation of fome cruel rites ; which were prevented by the

prince of the country. Practices oJ: this nature prevailed in

the &s Tauric Cherfonefus. The Scuthae of thefe parts wor-

fhiped Diana under the title of
'

Tauropolus, and 6y Taur-

ione. There is reafon to think, that the Deity was here re-

prefented under the Egyptian hieroglyphic of either a fleer

or heifer. It is expreily faid by Euftathius, that the region

was denominated from the animal Taurus : and that it was

fo named in memorial of an ancient hiflory, which was cer-

tainly imported from Egypt.
68

'Oi h Tavgoi TO sQvog CLTTO T

ra/, hct TO MSI TOV
Offtgiv ev%.vTa.

$ ToLVgOTTOhog 0.7TO T8TWV $QXl

oig sftaieev, u<; ^svoxTovxtriv SK GLUT?,. We
find, that according to the cuftom of mod nations, the peo-

ple of the Cherfonefus fuppofed the Deity to have been of

their country : in other refpedls the hiftory is conformable to

the truth. We learn from the above, that the Tauric nation

was fo namedfrom the animal Taurus^ or Eull\ which was

looked upon as a memorial of the great hujlandman OJzris,
who

firft taught agriculture, a?id to whom was afcribcd the inven-

tion of the plough. The Tauric nation was a colony of
" 9 Cu-

65 dementis Cohort, p. 36.
5 Diodorus Sic. L. 4. p. 248. Bap&eps &ueiv Aprefjuf't TKUOOTTO^U.
'

Taugiwwi iv Teapots Tits 2tt;9/a5 tiijLbifj&vn (3"fJ. Suidas.
5
Euftath. in Dionyf. v. 306.

69
They were ftyled Faer/Aww SxuQas;, Royal Scuthae : Herodotus. L. 4. c. 57.

So in Egypt they had been called Royal Shepherds ; Eac-iAe/s Dw^gyg?..

thites,.
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thites, as will be hereafter fhewn. They worfhiped Ofiris,

whom they ftyled
7 Ait-Ofiris : alfo Heftia, the fame as Da-

mater, whom they called
7I

Tabita, from the Chaldaic Tabit,

Area : and they gave to Artemis, or Diana, the name of

Tauro, Tauropolus, and 7 *

Taurione. From laying thefe hif-

tories together it is apparent, that Artemis Diana, and Venus

Dione, were in reality the fame Deity ; and had the fame

departments. This Sylvan Goddefs was diftinguifhed by a

crefcent, as well as Juno Samia ; and was an emblem of the

Arkite hiftory : and in confequence of it was fuppofed to

prefide over 73 waters. Hence we find an infcription in

74
Gruter, wherein Diana is at the fame time called Regina

undarum, and Nympha, decus nemorum. The name Taur-

one fhews the hiftory, to which fhe related ;
for Taurus was

an emblem of the Ark : and by Taur-Ione was fignified the

Arkite Dove. There is reafon to think, that among this

people the chief memorial of the Patriarch, and the Deluge,

was preferved under an hieroglyphic of this nature. For as

70 Herod, ibid.

71 Ibid.

7 *

Suidas, ToLvp'.wn.

Tctupca fv Tuupois ApT/x. Heiych.

Called by Euripides Apre/niv &ecov avaio-crav. Hippol. v. 1521. She was confe-

quently the fame as Hera or Juno. Hence probably her name is a compound of

Hara-Temis, the fame as Themis, the Goddefs of Juftice. I have fometimes thought

that it was from Artemis, the city of Themis.
75

EO-O-J) Y.OU ^.tfjieveaatv STria-KOTro,. Callimachus. H. to Diana, v. 39. Hence

Artemis Aifii'aia, and Ai^u'aTfs. Paufanias. L. 2. p. 128. L. 3. 271. L. 4.

p. 287.
74 P. xxxix. n. 8.

Hanc tibi marmoreo casfam de monte, Diana,

Regina undarum, Nympha, decus nemorum.

the
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the Dove was an emblem of that Providence, by which man-

kind were faved : and as the machine, in which they were

preferved, was flyled Taurus; we may fuppofe that thefc fym-
bols were introduced together from fpecimens in Egypt.
And though in the hiftory of that country the name of Taur-

lone does not at prefent occur, yet, what is extraordinary,

and more to the purpofe, the hieroglyphic is ftill to be fecn
;

and agrees preciicly with my hypothecs. In the account

given by Kircher of the Pamphilian obelifk there is intro-

duced from the Bembine table a reprefentation of the Egyp-
tian Apis. He is defcribed with his horns luniformes ; and

upon his back is the myfterious Dove, lonah, with its wings

low expanded, affording, as it were, fecurity and fhelter to

the animal beneath. It is an hieroglyphic, as curious, as it

is ancient : and wonderfully illuftrates the hiftory, of which

I have been treating.

As the Egyptians imagined, that the horns of a young Ox
or Bull had fome refemblance to a lunette, which was an

emblem of the Ark
;
we find moft of the Arkite divinities

diftinguifhed either with a crefcent, or with horns. The

Bull of Europa is defcribed as having its horns full budded,

and bearing a refemblance to the new moon.

75 Ira <F STT. aKhtihouri xsgv.

OLTS

In the hiftory of Dionufus we have continual references to

this hieroglyphic. He was called hxsgw$, and
fisitegcas

: and

75 Mofchi Europa. v. 87.

VOL. II. K k k in
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in the Orphic hymns he is defcribed as having the counte

nance of a bull.

There is an invocation of him equally remarkable in ano

ther hymn.

77

rgiyovov,

He was alfo reprefented in the fhape of a bull by fome of his

votaries.
1%

ToLVgopogpov AJOJWOJ' iwo<8(r/ tzroAAof roov 'EA-

T^MV. He was ftyled Boyysv), Bougenes, or the ofFspring of

a Bull, by the people of 79

Argos ; who ufed to invoke him as

a resident of the fea, and intreat him to come out of the wa-

ters. The author of the Orphic hymns calls him

analogous to fixytMis before.

Aiovvvog ivpgcxrvvw Ttfogs

80

76
Orphic. Hymn. 44.

Tigres pampinea cufpide territans,

Et mitra cohibens cornigerum caput. Seneca Hippol. v. 752.
77

Orph. Hymn. 29. So TavgoKeput Mi. Hymn. 8. See Lycophron. v. 209.

and Scholia.

78
Ifis et Ofiris. p. 364.

79 Plutarch, ibid.

80

Orphic. Fragment. 28. p. 390. Dionufus was called Ta-jpoxefas vw according

to Euphorion.
'T>i TavoxswTi Aturufftf jcoT/eraaa. Theon. in Aratum.
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is precifely of the fame purport, as

and the words in this paflage certainly mean, That the Ark-

born Deity Dlonufus reftared
8l

peace, and happinefs, to mor-

tals. There is not an epithet among the quotations above,

but is rendered intelligible by the method of analyfis, upon
which I have proceeded. By the fame means we may un-

derftand every title given to Dionufus by Ovid^ when he

defcribes his rites, as they were celebrated by the people

of Thracia.

1

Thuraque dant, Bacchumque vocant, Bromiumque,

Lyasumque,

Ignigenamque, fatumque iterum, folumque bimatrem.

Additur his Nyfeus, indetonfufque Thyoneus ;

Et cum Lenaso genialis conrltor uvas :

Nycteliufque, Eleleufque Parens, et lacchus, et Evan.

Et quas praeterea per Graias plurima Gentes

Nomina, Liber, habes : tibi enim inconfumpta Ju-
ventas :

Tu puer a^ternus : Tu formofiflimus alto

Confpiceris coelo : tibi, cum fine cornibus adftas,

Virgineum caput eft.

The Patriarch was efteemed the God of mariners, and was

worshiped under this character in' his temple at Canobus,

The Greeks called him Pofeidon, and beftowed upon him the

genuine characteristics of Hippius, and Taureus. lolaus fays

to Hercules,

The purport of his name in Scripture was peace and confclation : and it is ac-

cordingly fo interpreted, as I have before (hewn. Nxe epaiip at'7rat/o-/s. Hefych.
'* Ovid Metamorph, L, 4. v. 1 1 .

K k k 2
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83
V Tg, 2WJ/ TS,

i^, mi

By ]&] jcmfefjwov
is properly meant in a myftic fenfe the

hymen, or veil, of the Ark : but in the legendary ftory of

Hercules it is made to ngnify the walls of a
city. As the

Patriarch was efteemed the great Deity of the fea, and at

the fame time was reprefented under the femblance of a bull,

or with the head of that animal ; we find this circumftance

continually alluded to by the poets, and mythologies of

Greece. Euripides in particular fpeaks of the Ocean under

this character.

84
Horrent, Q%ec<.vo<; oV

And as all rivers were looked upon as the
*s children of the

Ocean, they likewife were reprefented in the fame 86 man-

ner. Hence we read of Tauriformis Aufidus : and the Tiber

is called

Corniger Hefperidum fluvius regnator aquarum,

81 Hefiod. AUTTK. \. 104. Tavpo*:, Ta.vpno-, a Tloa^i^tav. Hefych. Tau^/a, IOOTJJ

T/5 ex.yop.irtt Tloati^wx. Ibid. See Vol. i. cf this work.
4

Orefles. v. 1384. Oceanus was the fame as Helius, and Ofiris. T^v
*.-xp

QKSKVOV Offiptv iit'oii. Plut. Ifis et Ofiris. p. 364.
85

E|j aV^ -zfranTf? 'sroTa.pt.oi x. A. Homer. Iliad. <J>. v. 197.

Pater ipfe bicornis

Inachus. Statins. Theb. L. 2. 217.

Claudian of the Tiber. Taurina levantur

Cornua temporibus. Conf, Prob. et Olyb. v. 220,'

It
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It was for this reafon that the river Achelous, fo particularly.

facred, was fuppofed to have turned himfelf into a bull. In

fhort, every perfonage, who had any connexion with the

hiftory of the Ark, was defcribed with fome reference to

this hieroglyphic. Hence we read of Tauro, and Taur-Ione

Artemis, of whom I have fpoken. Ovid, fpeaking of Egyp-
tian Ills, fays,

that fhe had horns like the moon.

87

Imitataque Lunam
Cornua fulferunt.

He had before given a fine defcription of this Goddefs, with

an affemblage of other emblematical perfonagcs, all relative

to this hiftory. The account is to be found in the fable.

concerning Iphis, where Ills appears to Telethufa.

8 Cum medio noctis fpatio fub imagine fomni

Inachis ante torum, pompa comitata fuorum,

Aut ftetit, aut vifa eft. Inerant lunaria fronti;

Cornua cum fpicis nitido flaventibus auro :

Et regale decus ; cum qua latrator Anubis,

Sandaque Bubaftis, variifque coloribus Apis ;

Quique premit vocem, digitoque iilentia fuadet :

Siftraque erant
; nunquamque fatis qusefitus Ollris ;,

Plenaque fomniferi ferpens peregrina.veneni..

The Bull's head was eflcemed a princely hieroglyphic :

wherefore it is faid by Sanchoniathon of Aftarte,
*9 ETTG^S

Ty i&ct KS^xhy /3a<r;A<a^ wa^Q-fj^oy Keqwhw Tay^a. 7be

7

Meu'.morph. I,. 9. v. 782.
* s

Ibid. V.-6S5.
t9 Eufeb. P.E. L. i. c. 10. p. 38.

y Goddefs
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Goddefs placed the head of a Bull upon her own head^ as a

royal emblem. And it is faid of Ifis, whom I juft now men-

tioned, that fhe was not only defcribed with a lunette ; but

like 16 of the Greeks with the real head of a 9

Bull, or

Cow. Such was the figure of the Minotaurus, which Pau-

fanias ftyles
'*

Tavgov rov Mim, the Bull called Mino. By
this is meant the facred emblem of the Deus 91 Lunaris No :

which emblem was reverenced in Crete at Minoa, the fame

as Meen-Noa, the city of Arkite Noah. Of this name were

many places ; of which examples may be found in Paros,

Crete, Sicily,
93

Arabia, and likewife in other parts. And

analogous to this we find many mountains, places, and peo-

ple, named Taurus, Taurica, Taurini, Taurifci, Tauropolis,

Tauropoliu'm, from the fame emblematical worfhip.

The Ark feems to have been fometimes called Centaurus ;

from whence many of the Arkites had the name of Centauri,

and were reputed of the Nephelim race. Chiron was faid

to have beea the fon of the Centaur Cronus : but the reft

were the offspring of Ixion, and Nephele.
94

Ksnavgoi;,

o Kgovoi. 'O XK # Kgovx' ot $s AOJTTO; uravrsg Ksy-

iroufes BHTIV ifyovos, KOU Nstps^. They are defcribed

bv Nonnus as horned, and as infeparable companions of

55 Dionufus. He fuppofes them to have been the fons of

"" To T Iff if o,, 3/Ajaa ov yvvaiKiicv /Saxfpav e^i, Ktx.7a.7rsp EAAjji/g; iw lu ypx-

q--io-i.
Flerod. L. 2. c. 41. Ev6a @-*s w tv ayxXfAcm TS !;, mot 2:A)ji'?!. Schol.

in Dionyi. v. 94.
"

L.'i.p. 56.
"! Taur-Meen-No : Taurus Lunaris No,
5i See Steph. Byzant. The cities named Minua were of the fame purport.
** Schol. in Lycophron. v. 1200.

" L. 5. p. 176. L. 14. p. 396 and 400. L. 32. p. 804.

Zeuth ;
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Zeuth ; and places them for the mofl part in Cyprus. There

feem to have been fhips of old denominated from the Ark

Centauri, and
RzKsvTOLvgQi.

The Amonians occupied all the

upper part of the Adriatic Gulf : and the Veneti at this day
call their principal galley the Bucentaur; which Juftiniani

ttyles
g6

Navigium maximum et ornatiiTimum. This fort of

fliips,
and fhips in general, are fuppofed to have been firft Ao/v

formed in Cyprus : and here Nonnus fuppofes the Centaurs OUT/ //u

to have hrft exifted. This notion arofe from the original

fhip, the Ark, being built of 97

Gupher wood. This has

been interpreted the wood of the ifland Cupher, which was

the ancient name of Cyprus.
Memorials of this nature feem to have been univerfally

preferved ;
and the fame hieroglyphics to have prevailed in

regions widely diftant. The city Tours in Gaul, which is

called TayQ5< by Stephanus, was the capital of the ancient

Turones. It is faid to have been named from 98

Taurus, a

bull, which was an emblem of a {hip : though they fuppofe
it to have been the

Tffcuccurr^Qv
of that

fliip, by which the iirit

colony was brought. There was a curious piece of ancient

fculpture in the fame country, of which the " Abbe Banier

has given us a fhort account from the Hiftoire de la LimagneD &

d'Auv^ergne of Gabriel Simeoni. It was placed upon the

gate of the Hotel Dieu of Clermont, in the above province ;

and reprefented a Celtic divinity. It was the figure of a wo-

man's head with wings difplaycd above ; and two large fcales

95 L. 14.
7 Genefis. c. 6. v. 14. Make thee an Ark of Gupher wood.

95
Steph. Byzant.

99 Abbe Banier. Mythol. Vol. 3. Book 6. c. 11.

6
ariiing
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ariiing out of the fide of the head near the ears. This head

was encompaffed with two ferpents, whofe tails were hidden

beneath the two wings. Some took the head, which was fetO f

off with a beautiful countenance, to have been that of Me-

dufa : others thought, that it had a relation to Dao;on, orO * D J

Derceto
; in which they are certainly near the truth. The

name of the perfonage reprefentcd by this hieroglyphic is faid

to have been Onuava. Many inftances of the like purport

might be produced from India, and China ; and other the

moft remote parts of the earth. In the iiland of Japan they
have many fymbolical reprefentations, which plainly allude

to the hiftory, of which I have been treating. Among other

inftances is that of a particular Deity called
' Giwon : who

is alfo ftyled Gofo Tennoo, or the Ox-headed prince ot hea-

(jl,Yi<.cLtLtd J >
of Vn> Examples to the fame purpofe may be found in the

great Pacific Ocean, among thofe nations, with whom we

have fo
lately opened a communication. We are accordingly

told by one of thofe, who were fent to make difcoveries in

the fouthern parts of the globe ;

'

that in an iiland, called

Eafter Ifland by the Dutch, latitude 27 S, longitude from

.London 106. 30. W. were found Indians of a religious cart,

wno wonliiped the Sun. They.proftrated themfelves before

two immenfe ftones, one of which was flat, and very broad :

the other was creel, about ten feet hiffh, and feven fathoms
* O '

round. It was carved at the top with a man's head, and a

garland ; which was of Mofaic, or inlaid work, and not ill

performed. The name of one (lone was Dago ; of the other

Taurico.

Kacmpfer''? Tapan. p. 418.

! Account of Difcoveries made in the Pacific Ocean. Printed London, 1767.

Of
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Of MAN, MAON, LIBAN, LABAN,
LABAR, LUBAR: Alfo of LAR, LA-
RIS, LARISSA, AITHYIA.

FT is, I think, manifeft, that the hiftory of the Ark was

preferved in all countries, as far as we can obtain evi-

dence, with the greateft care, and veneration. As letters

were not in the firft ages known, it was defcribed under

many fymbols, fuch as a Cetus, a Pegafus ; a Bull, or a Ram.

But the moft common emblem was a lunette, called Meen,

Man, and Maon. It was alfo named Laban, Liban, and

Libanah ; all which are variations of the fame term ; fuch

however as muft be expected among people of different na-

tions. I make no doubt, but that Mount Libanus received

its name from this type of the Ark : for the city Area flood

here towards the bottom ; and upon the fummit was the

temple of Venus Architis, where the moft ancient rites were

preferved of Libanah, or Selene. They were introduced by

people ftyled Archites ; who were colonies from Egypt, the

Belidae, Danaidse, and Cadmians of the Greeks ; and the

Hivites and Arkites of Mofes. Jofephus takes notice of the

city in Mount Libanus, which he exprefTes Arka, and fays

that it was built by the Arkite.
*

AgxKouog Tt\v AgKqv rqv sv

As thefe rites prevailed greatly in Syria, and in the regions

neareft Ararat, and Armenia
j
the coins of thefe countries

*
Ant. Jud. L. i.e. 6. p. 23.

VOL. II. L 1 1 are
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are filled with emblems which relate to this
hiftory.

the reverfe of moft Ahatic coins contain alluiions to the

ancient mythology of thofe places, to which they belonged,
Hence the Ram of Colchis, and of Ammonia in upper

Egypt, will be found upon the money of Singara, Nifibis,

and Edefta, and of other cities in the eaft. For the Ram.

feems like the facred Bull to have been an emblem of

the Patriarch, the great hufbandman, and fhepherd, ftyled

. yW*yc-;, and a^^WJTfts ytf.. But above all other fymbols the

lunette will moft frequently occur upon coins ot this coun-

try ; efpecially upon thofe of Carrhse, which was the Cha-

ran, or Haran of Moles. Under this femblance they did not

Coi*ho.rc ^"/>UH worihip the planet ; but the Selenite Deity, SsAw pYiTSgx

0^8
/iotr^a, Sekner the mother of the whole world. The em-

peror Julian facrificed to the moon at Carrhae :
3

Lunse, quse

religiofe per eos tractus colitur, facra fecit. This Deity was

the fame as Cybele,
*
lonah, and Damater ; the reputed

parent of all, that breathed. This was a character, which

could not in any refpecl belong to the moon. The planet

was only made ufe ot as a refemblance, and type of the Ark ;

arid thence was called Mon, and Moon, as we may infer from

the Hebrew: for pa, and njio, Mon and Moonah, fignify in

f. that language an image, or type. The name was at times

differently expreffed ;
but related to the genius of the- Ark,

' Marcellinus. L. 23. c. 3. p. 274,.
4 Ef6a j3fi? w tv a.ya.^fj.a.Ti 75 Iw?, JITOI 2A);r;;;. Iw ycto n ^eA;

hoy^'MV Js

;aAsv.To^. Euftp.th. in Dionyf. v. 94.

C/ Ac 1

) c'.'.t MT2TIKH2 TO ov^na. T;H ^.tA.r,vns. TO a.7roxp<2,ov lea

Chron. Pilch, p. 41. Johan. Anticchen. p. 31.

who
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who was worfhiped by the Canaanites under the title of
5 Baal Maon, and whofe temple was the Beth-Moon of Je-
remiah. This Deity was the fame as Ids, and Rhea : hence

we find infcriptions in honour of the latter, wherein fhe is

mentioned as the mother of all Beings.
7

Mrfregi Tit] TtTavTW

"ftitf.
i

As the worfhip of Labana, or Selene, prevailed fo much
at Carrhae, or Haran

;
we may form a judgment from the

name of the perfon, by Mofes called Laban, of the nature o

his idolatry. We may prefume, that he was fo named from

this worfhip ;
and that it confifted in an undue reverence to

the Arkite emblem Labana. It is moreover highly pro-

bable, that thofe images, which are fuppofed to have been

invented by Terah, and from him named Teraphim, the

fame which Laban worfhiped, were lunar amulets, or types
of the Ark in the form of a crefcent. Both Terah, arid
8

Serugh, are faid to have been devoted to falfe worfhip : and

though people had been previously addicted to Zabaifm, and

other fpecies of idolatry, yet the introduction of images is

attributed to them. And as the worfhip of the Arkite em-

blem prevailed fo much at Carrhas, the very city of 9

Haran,

and

* Ezekiel. c. 25. v. 9.
6
C. 48. v. 23.

'

Gruter. Inlcript. p. 28. n. i.

Tuque, Luna, humanorum corporum Mater. Julius Firmicus in Pntfat. L. 5.

Mathefeos.
9

^eptifo os Tz-pcaros tigPono 'EAAwntr/^a, KXI ra tPoyfJicnos EfcJWl.dAaTpaas. Eukb.

Chron. p. 13. See Chron. Pafchale. p. 48. Synccllus. p. 94, 95. and Join u a.

c. 24. v. 2.

9 The place was called both Haran a'id Charan : by the Greeks Carrhas, and the

L 1 1 2 people
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and Laban, the defcendents of Terah ; we may infer, that it

was the primitive idolatry of the place, and confided in the

wormip of the
I0

Labana, or Arkite Moon. I imagine, that
/ oon.

tnofe places, which were called Albani, had this name from

Al Laban, the Moon, the object of worfhip in thofe parts.

This Al Laban was contracted to Alban, and rendered with

a termination Albanus. I make no doubt, but that the

Arkite idolatry prevailed in moft of thefe places. Strabo

mentions,
"

isgov Mwog AgKouv sv roig AxSxwts, the temple of

the God Lunus Arkeeus among the Albani of Pontus. And

upon mount Albanus in Latium a facred mip was reverenced ;

which Dion Cafllus calls the fhip of Juno, or lonah.

From hence we may infer, that it was a copy of the {hip

of Ilis, called Baris ;
that memorial of the Ark in Egypt.

Both Ifis and Juno were defcribed with the Labana, or Cre-

cent : and Venus was ftyled
I3
Lubentia, and Lubentina \

people Carrheni. It ftill preferves the name of Haran and Heren : See Pocock's

Trav. Vol. 2. p. 161. It is the Xacar of Chrufococcas : the Haren of Ulug Eeig.

A^^aa.fj. xaT</jX)t<7i' (v Xapfar. Act. Apoll. C. 8. V. 4.
10

See Plate reprefenting the Deus Lunus Carrhenorum-.
"

L. 12. p. 835.

From Labana, and Lavana, came Luna. It is remarkable that the Portus

Argous in Hetruria was hard by Portus Lunus. Strabo. L. 5. p. 333. 339.

342. and the people of thefe parts are by Silius Italicus called Masonians. L> 8.

v. 484.
11

L. 39. p. 62. via-, 'H>?.
"

Augurtin. de Civitate Dei. L. 4. Varro de Ling. Lat. L. 5. p. 53.

Lubentia by the Romans was derived from Lubens, but erroneoufly. Venus was

the fame as Rhea and Cybele ; and like them ftyled the mother of the Gods. 2e-

<TJ fs.tv TO ErapaiTrctv T/IH Atpoofttvi', w fjuneoa. Qtav. Ptolemy Tetrabib. L. 2.

She was confequently the fame as Luban, Selene.

which,



14 L. 3. p. 191.
IJ M/&nx, fi Aufiat. Stepii. Byzantr. The lonians call it M);ona, and the people

. Ka: li Auj
01, y.ai oi Maurt?, y;

OfJi'-'fOf
xa?fi Mw^ia;. Strabo. L. 12. p. 857.

Dorice Maojg? frcm Maon Lunus.
6
Ac-Mon, Nobilis Lunus. Ac and Ach /2a.ci*tKs:.

1

Hara, Domina vel Regina. Ic was rendered 'Hoa by the loai^ns.
13

Stcph. Byzant.

6 and
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which, however Etymologifts may differ, related to the fame /Yoj^t^ /7>****c

emblem
; and fignified Venus Lunaris, et Architis.

As Cybele, Dindymena, and Rhea, were no other than fe-

minine titles of the Lunar Deity, called Mon, and Maon ;

we fhall find a correfpondence in the hiftories of thofe per-

fonages. Diodorus, according to the cuftom oi: the Greeks,

iuppofes Dindyma to have been the mother of Dindymene,
or Cybele, and the wife of I4 Maon : which, though an idle

distribution of perfons, yet fhews, that fome relation fubfifled

between the terms. Hence we find, that a great part of

Phrygia r and Lydia, where Cybele had particular reverence

paid to her,, was called IS Maonia. Here was alfo the city

Acmonia, built, as was faid, by
l6 Acmon the fon of Manes :

alfo the facred Acmonian grove upon the Thermodon, where

Selene was particularly reverenced under the title of Har-

mon, or Harmonia. Har and I7 Hara were common titles,

and particularly beftowed upon Juno, as queen of heaven.

And analogous to this Har-Mon, and Har-monia, iignify

Domina vel Regina Lima. I have fhewn-, that both Bceotia,

and ThefTaly were famous for the fame rites ; and there was

in each of thefe a city named Aliiion ; by which was

meant a city of the Deus Lunus. It was alfo called Minna,
8

M.IVVOL "WoAig srraTuaj
1

, r\ tjTdrsov AA^;a. Minua, Mania,
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and Monia, are all of the fame purport ;
and relate equally

to Selene the Moon. There was a river Almon near Rome,
which was held very facred ; and to what the name alluded,

may be known from the cuftoms, which prevailed. In the

waters of this ftream they ufed annually with great reve-

rence to lave the image of Cybele, the mother of the Gods.

This practice is often taken notice of by the Poets ; and

among others by Ovid.

Eft locus in Tiberim, quo lubricus influit Almon
^

Et nomen magno perdit in amne minor.

Illic purpurea canus cum vefte Sacerdos

Almonis Dominam facraque lavit aqua.

The ceremony feems to have been accompanied with lamen-

tations, like the rites of Ifis in Egypt : and to fuch Valerius

Flaccus alludes, when he fpeaks of this cuftom.

30
Sic ubi Mygdonios planclus facer abluit Almo,

Lastaque jam Cybele, feftseque per oppida tasdae,

Quis modo tarn faevos adytis HuxifTe cruores

Cogitet ?

The like circumftances are mentioned by Statius.

21
Italo gemitus Almone Cybele

Ponit, et Idaeos jam non reminifcitur amnes.

It was ufual for people of confequence to be called by

19 Faft. L. 4. v. 337. The ceremony ufed to be performed upon the fixth of the

Calends of April.
10

L. 8. v. 239.
*' L. 5. Sylv. i. v. 222.

i o fome
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fame title of the Deity: and Virgil, to give an air of

ticity to his poem, often confers fome of the ancient provin-

cial names upon his heroes ; which he adapts to each perfon,

according to the country, from whence he came. Among
others he introduces the name Almon, which he gives to the

fon of Tyrrheus, an Hetrurian.

Hie Juvenis primam ante aciem ftridente fagitta,

Natorum Tyrrhei fuerat qui maximus, Almon

Sternitur.

It was properly a facred title ; and the purport of it has been

fhewn.

The terms Laban, and Luban, by which the Arkite moon

was denominated, feem by fome to have been changed to La-

bar, and Lubar. Hence it is faid of the Ark by Epiphanius,
that it refted upon Mount Lubar. 23 Ev TW A#ag Qgsi

aAa-

y.svw.
This is the fame, which is called Mount Baris by

** Nicolaus Damafcenus
;
and the Ararat of Mofes. Cedre-

nus fpeaks of it both under the name Lubar, and Luban,
2S Ev Q^i Aa'oa^, \vhich in another place he renders, en

ogsi

As&w rr,s Agpsyizg. By thefe, I make no doubt, was meant

the mountain of Lunus Architis, The term was fometimes

expreffed Labar ; and from hence the Roman enfigns were

fiyled Labara, quafi. Infignia Lunaria. This is evident from

the Lunette, which is continually to be found upon them.

They feem to have generally confifted of a crefcent, of a difk

"
TEneid. L. 7. v. 531.

~ 3 L. i . p. 5. and p. 6.

z+ Eufcb. P. E. L. u. p. 414.
15

r. ii, 12.

of
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of metal, and a chaplet of olive or laurel. The name La-
r>L CL.U o/v i**. .barum however was not properly Roman ; but was adopted

by the later emperors, efpecially by thofe of Conftantinople.

They borrowed it from fome of the conquered nations, who
-had the fame kind of military ftandard. This will appear
from various coins ; where it is feen among the trophies won
from the Pannonians, Dacians, and other captive people. It

is to "be found likewife upon many coins of
6

Cities in the

/ eaft. Sometimes two, fometimes three, lunettes are to be

feen upon the fame ftandard : whence it is plain, that theyJ. 1 IT

were the principal part of the Iniigne ; and we may prefume,
that from them it had the name of Labarum. I imagine,
that the title of Liber, given to Dionufus, was the fame as

Labar
; and conferred upon him, as the Deus Lunus, For

the horns of Dionufus, like the horns of Ifis, were originally

a crefcent. He was the fame as Silenus : whofe name, how-
yiuvuA*. ever varie(J by tne Grecians, was originally the mafculine of

Selene. The Roman poets defcribe Silenus merely as a

beftial drunken vagrant, fupported by a favage crew of Sileni

and Satyrs. But the ancient mythologifts held him in a dif-

ferent eftimation. It is faid of him, that he was the father

of ^ three fons, who are by Catullus ftyled
* 8

Nufigense. He
is reprefented as a man of the 29

earth, who came into life,

, by his own means, without the affiftance of his

8
See Nuraifm. Apameje. Vaillant. Pars Sec. p. 38, and p. 155. alfo coins of

Sidon. p. 129.
17 Natalis Comes. L. 5. p. 250. 2<Aa roia. rf%vcc. Nonnus. Dionuf. L. 29.

p. 756.
13

Peleus and Thetis. Nyfigenas Sileni. v. 253.
** Nonnus. L. 29. p. 756.

parent.
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30

parent. He was efteemed, like Proteus and Nercus, a

great prophet; one, who tranfmitted an hiftory of the J"uruat
ft j

world, and its origin. He is alfo faid to have difcourfed fi^t, ntiftri

with Midas of Phrygia about another JI world. Theopom-

pus defcribed him as a 3 * Daemon : one who was inferior to

the Deity; but fuperior to man, and exempted from the

common condition of mortality.

LAREN, LARIS, LAROS,
A I T H Y I A.

>OTH Laren, and Laris, feem to have been ancient yYav*va *//A
i . /

*

terms, by which the Ark was reprefented. To fay the

truth, they are one and the fame term, though varied in

fome degree by different people, who have at times changed
the n final into an s ; and from Laren formed Lares, and
33 Laris. From Laren came the word Larnax, Aoya, an

Ark ;
alfo LarnafTus, Larina, Laranda, Larunda : the laft of

which was the name of a Goddefs well known to the Ro-

mans. ParnafTus was of old called Larnaflus ; undoubtedly

J0

A<77ropos, auToAo^guTo; cmJpa^g [JWTf,K aoyp/if. Ibid.

31 ^Elian. Var. Hift. L. 3. c. 18.

Tertullian fpeaks of Silenus, apud Midam Regem adfeveranti de alio orbe. Ad-
verfus Hen .iog. p. 242.

ga uiv a(favi^-ipts TW ^v%>i]>3 cti'6r&)7TB Je xpeiTT&iv xact Sro.vcc.Tti. ./Elian, ibid.

L. 3. c 1 8.

A.p II.IMS fuppofes Lar to be the radix: and to fignify familiaris. De Deo
. p. 689. alib Florida, c. 14. p. 786.

M m m from
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from Laren, the Ark. For the reafon of this name being

given to the mountain is faid to have been in memorial of

the Ark of Deucalion. 34

Ilzgva,<r<rQG' sxctteno

Aa.gva.va'og
ha TO TW AsvmXiuvog Xa.gvcuia avToQi '

vcu. We read of a city Larina in Daunia
; and we may

judge whence it was named from the circumftances of its

hiftory. Daunia was peopled by a colony of Argives,. who
came into thefe parts under the fuppofed conduct of Perfeus

and Danae. It was therefore one of thofe cities,,

quas dicitur olim

Acrifioneis Danae fundafTe Colonis.

Thefe Argives were no other than Arkites, as I have fhewn :

/(TO too lhj anc^ Larina was a derivative from Laren. The facred Bulls.

of Egypt were the faireft to the light that could be pro-
cured ; and, as I have fhewn, were emblems of the Patri-

arch, and Ark. Hence probably it was that the Grecians

ufed to ftyle fine looking oxen, (3tfs$ hotgivoi
t which in a fe-

condary acceptation fignified oxen, that were in flefh and

well fed. 3S
Adffiyoi' fios$ svrga.$is.

From this term, exprefled Laris, the Greeks denominated

many cities, which they expreiled Lariffa : and in the hif-

tory of all thefe places there will be found a reference to the

fame object, whence they are fuppofed to have received their

name. I have taken notice how much the Arkite rites pre-

14
Steph. Byzanr. Larnaflus feems to be a compound of Laren-Nafos. Nees,

ro-.;e, vxo-o?, fignified of old not only an iiland, but any hill or promontory. The

Acropolis at Thebes in Bosotia v/as called ?'cr:s.

55

Hcfych.

vailed
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vailed in Phrygia, where was a city Theba, fimilar to that in

Egypt. Hard by was the city
3<i

Larifla, which undoubtedly t

is a term of the fame purport, as Theba, and related to the

fame worfhip. There was another " Lariffa near Theba in

Theffaly, which like Larina, in Daunia, was built by Ar-

gives, thofe 38 Coloni Acrilionei, as they are termed by the

poet ; and undoubtedly in memorial of the fame event. The

Acropolis at Argos was fuppofed to have been founded by
Danaus the Arkite ; and this too had the name of 39 Lariffa :

for Lariffa, Theba, and Argos, were fynonymous terms.

The Acropolis was certainly an Arkite temple, where the

Laris, or 4 Navis biprora, was reverenced ; and where the wo-

men ftyled Danaidx officiated, who were priefteffes of the

Aro-us. Acrifius the father of Danae was faid to have beenO
here 4I buried. But Acrifius is undoubtedly a metathefis of

Arcifius, and Arcafius ; by which is meant the great Arkite,

the perfon here worfhiped. He was called Argus, Areas,

Arcafius ; and compounded Arcas-Ionas. The latter terms

were changed to Acriiius, and Acriiionasus ; whence the

people in the Argive colonies were ftyled Acrifionei Coloni.

6
Called by Homer, A<xpi<7cra.v

fwfc

7 Aaojcro-a i<rcof rca T~lwei<v9 w Axpurtx ex.ria-e. Steph. Byzant.

Aap/crcrav TJJI' Qtcraa.\iKw w tKTiatv AxptTics. Scholia in Apollon. Rhod.

L. i . v. 40. There were two cities fo named in Theflaly ; and many in other parts

of the world ; in Syria, Media, Mauritania, and Iberia.

9

Aa^<rcra, Y.OU f\ cmgoTrohis TB Apyas. Steph. Byzant. Paufan. L. 2. p. 165.

G^TTaA/xoi/ Apyof, *i vvv Axpta-ax. Scholia in Dionyfium. v. 419. p. 76.
40 Minerva dicitur navem fecifle biproram, in qua Danaus profugit. Plygin.

F. 168. p. 283.
41

Arnojbius. L. 6. p. 193.

M m m 2 It
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It is remarkable, that Lariffa in Theffaly was alfo called

J
Argiffa : from all which we may fairly infer, that Argos,

Argis, and Laris, were of the fame purport.

It is, I think, manifeft, that the terms Lar and Laren

whence came Laris, and Lariffa, had a reference to the fea.

We are told by Hefychius, Aa,giv9Ti/is cHXtsvs : Larineutes
Ji<r-

nifies a man of the fea. Aagivouov x.vgrov
01 Ahisis : They^ who

fjh in the fea> call the machine , which they ufe, Larinceum.

There was a fea bird called Lar, and Larus ; which, as it

was often feen in tempeftuous weather, and outlived the

worfh of ftorms, was, I imagine, upon that account made an

emblem of the Ark. When Hermes takes his flight down-

wards from mount Pieria, and {kirns over the furface of the

ocean towards the ifland of Calypfo, he is by Homer com-

pared to this bird.

*3 Down he bent his way
In femblance like the feamew, that frequents

The dreary gulfs, which bound the troubled main.

There with unwearied wing fhe roams the deep,

Seeking her
fifriy prey ; and (looping low

Dips her light pinions in the briny wave,

There was another bird, which was named Aithyia, and for

41
Aaiottra-a. fv ra nfAcca-yixy TVS QciraKhixi, w 'OM^O- Apyi<r<ra.v yvot, Schol.

in Apollon. L. i. v. 40.
c

Qi T' Agyiffo-a.v e%pv. Iliad. B. v. 738.
'

1,tVO.T tTTflT fTTt JCl/jUa, AcigU OQV&L SOIKUS. K. A.

aypuvauv -zzruxira -arr^a J^WTCO aA^wvi. OdyfT. E. V. 51. Aapos oprfoir

Scholia.

the
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the fame reafon made a fimilar hieroglyphic. The Lams I

have mentioned as the Seamew ; and the Aithyia feems to

have been a fpecies of Seacoot. Birds of this nature occur

in thofe fpecimens of Egyptian fculpture, which have been

copied ; efpecially among the engravings fro-m the Pamphy-
lian obelifk. In fome parts of this monument are to be feeii

reprefentations of water : and a little above are fome marine

birds, probably the Larus, and 4+

Aithyia. The latter was

held very facred, as we may infer from perfonages, who were

fo called, or had in it the compofition of their names. Mi-

nerva, heavenly wifdom, had the title of 4S

Aithyia : and

both Orithyia, Idithyia, and Ilithyia, were named from this

hieroglyphic. This laft was the Goddefs of the birth ; con-

fequently the fame as Juno Lucina, and Diana : the fame

alfo as Venus Lubentia, and Genetillis, who rofe from the

fea. When the Poet defcribes Ulyffes as nearly loft in the

ocean, and ftruggling with the waves, he makes Leucothoe,

the fame as Ino, compaflionate his diftrefs ; and introduces

her in the fhape of this bird.

46 AiQvi, <T eiKvia. woT aj/sJWaro

Under this appearance fhe accofts the hero, who is perifh-

ing in the waters ; and gives him a facred veil, by which

means he is preferved.

Seat, K

44
They feern in fome inftances like Cormorants.

4f Paufan. L. i. p. 99.
45

Odyff. L. E. v. 337.

The
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The Lares, and Manes, thofe domeftic Deities of the an-

/(C ^ ar>VXtY cient Hetrurians, and Latines, were the fame perfonages un-

der different names. From Man, Manus, Mania, came the

Manes ; as from Laren and Laris were derived the Lares.

By thefe terms are fignified Dii Arkitas, who were no other

than their 47 Arkite anceftors, the perfons preferred in the

Laren or Ark ;
the genius of which was Ifis, the reputed

parent of the world. She accordingly by Apuleius is intro-

duced faying, that ilie was the queen of the Manes. *8

En,

affum tuis commota precibus, rerum Natura parens, ele-

mentorum omnium domina, Seculorum progenies initialis.,

fumma Numinum, Regina Manium. The feafts inftituted

to the honour of thefe Deities were ftyled Larentalia
; which

the Romans ufcd to celebrate once every year : but Au-

guftus ordered, that they fhould be obferved twice in that

49

period. The Lares were the fame as the Dii Prasftites,

/ who according to 5 Macrobius were imported from Egypt.

They are defcribed as Daemons, and Genii, who once lived

upon earth, and were gifted with immortality. Arnobius

ftyles them SI Lares quofdam Genios, et functorum animas.

And he fays, that according to Varro, they were the children

of Mania. Maniam matrem effe cognoniinatam
^ Larum.

The like is faid by Huetius, who adds, that Mania had alfo

47
Apuleius de Deo Socratis.

* 8

Metarriorph. L. 9. p. 362.
49 Suetonius in Augufto.
J0 Saturn. L, i. p. 276.

! L. 3. p. 124,
il See Varro de Lir^. Lat. L. 8. p. i J }.

the
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the name of Larunda. s3 Lares Varro Manes effe vult, Ma-
niae filios, quae dicitur vulgo Larunda. And agreeably to

what has been mentioned above, fhe is ftyled the mother of

the Daemons,
"

AogfflfJflB Acajuom'f fjurfritig. By fome fhe is

called Lara, and faid to have been the daughter of 5S Almon.

She was fuppofed to prefide over families : and they ufed

to offer children at her altar in order to procure her favour :

for it was a uniform prevailing opinion, that no atonement

could be obtained but by blood ; and that fome muft die to

procure the happinefs of others. 56

Prasceptum eft, ut pro

capitibus capitibus fupplicaretur ; idque aliquamdiu obfer-

vatum, ut pro familiarium fofpitate pueri maclarentur Manias

Deae, matri Lamm. In lieu of thefe they in aftertimes of-

fered the heads of poppies, and pods of garlick.. The Lares

were the fame as the Penates, as we may infer from Servius.

57 Penates funt omnes Dii, qui domi cokmtur. They were

properly marine Deities, and the fame, which were wor-

fhiped in Samothracia. 5$ Penates Deos Samothracas volunt

Varro, et CaiTms Hemina. Arnobius fpeaks of 59

Neptune
' Demonft. Prop. 4. p. 139.

!+
Gloflre Philoxcni apud Huetium. ibid.

' Natalis Comes. L. 4. c. 4. p. 155. Hunc Laram, five, ut alii dixerxint, La-

rundam, nonnulli Maniam appellarunt.
See Ovid. Faft. L. 2. v. 599, or Lara Nais, whom he makes the daughter of

Altnon.
* 6 Macrob. Sat. L. i. c. 7. p. 154.

Cor pro corde, precor, pro tibris accipe fibras :

Hanc animam vobis pro meliore damus. Ovid. Faft. L. 6. v. 161.

57 In Virg. /Eneid. L. 2. v. 514.
58 Huetii Demon ttratio. p. 138. See Macrob. Sat. L. 3. p. 276.
59 L. 3- P.I 25-

9 as
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as one of them : and the reft of them are confeffedly Deities

of the
6a

fea. They are accordingly fpoken of in this light

by Livy ;
who mentions a temple being built by Regillus the

Cenfor to the
6l

Lares Permarini in the Campus Martius.

The particular time for making offerings to them was, when

the Sun had entered
6l

Aquarius. Neptune was the fame as

Palasmon of Corinth ; efteemed alfo the fame as Hercules.
63

naAa/|O&;y *Hgy,;cXY)g.
He was defcribed, as a child expofed

upon the feas, and fupported by a Cetus. Sometimes he

was reprefented upon the Corinthian Cupfelis or Ark : and

behind .him there is commonly a pine tree.. There were the

fame .offerings made to Palasmon in Greece, as were ex-

hibited by the Latines to Mania, and the Lares, Hence he

is ftyled by Lycophron,
6it

fyeQMTOVOS, Infanticida, on ac-

count of the children, which were offered at his fhrine.

From the above we may fee clearly, that there was a corre-

refpondence in the rites and mythology of thefe different

nations : and that they had imiverfally a reference to the

fame hiftory.

It is faid by Mela, that the
'

&i

Angelenfes, who lived near

60
his is evident from the Greek epigram.

FAaujtM, v.oc.1 NH/.O, Kiibot, KO.I MEA/XSJTO,
K( j8u9w Kpovefa, v.a.i 2a/xo(W< Qtsu x.. A.

61
Lares permaririi, quibue sec'es dedicavit in Campo Martio ^Emilius Regillus

Cenfor. L. 40. c. 52. Macrob. L. i. c. 10. p. 161.

6s Macrob. Somn. Scip. Cum Sol Aquarium tenet, Manibus parentatur. L. T.

P- 43-
61

Hcfych,
'* Kt jn flaAx'Mw /?fx?Ti

|Sge^cxTc#o#. l.ycoph. v. 229. nAa</xwv I^as

Schoi.

L. i.e. 8.

the
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the Syrtes in Africa, held the Manes, as the fupreme and

only Deities : that to them they dire&ed their prayers, and

made their offerings : and when they gave any ftrong attefla-

tion to their word, they ufed to fwear by the Manes. The

Greeks, as well as the Romans, did the fame thing : and it

is wonderful, that they fhould be fo blinded, as not to per-
ceive it. Mofl of their Deities were formed out of titles :

and the whole of their worfhip was confined to a few deified

men, thefe Lares, Manes, Dasmones, of whom we have been

treating. They were no other than their Arkite anceftors, 3,

the Baalim of the Scriptures : to thefe they offered ; and to

thefe they made their vows.

VOL. II, N n n OF





( 459 )

OF THE

CABIRI, CORYBANTES, ID^EI DACTLYI,
CURETES, IGNETES, TELCHINES, and

ether ARKITE PRIESTS.

I
Hope that I have given a fatisfa&ory account of the De-

luge, and of the fuppofed Genius of the Ark, as de-

fcribed by the Gentile mythologies. She was reprefented as

a Goddefs, and worfhiped under the titles of Melitta, Rhea,

Cybele, and Damater ; alfo of Ifis, and
J

Athena. As the

department of the Deity has been fufficiently made out, the

hiftory of the priefts may be eafily afcertained ; and at the

fame time the purport of their titles, under whatever deno-

mination they may come. Of thefe
priefts

the principal

were the Cabiri
;
whofe office and rites were efteemed par-

ticularly facred, and of great antiquity. They were the

fame as the Curetes, Corybantes, Telchines, and the Idrei

DacTyli of Crete. But in treating of them great confufion

'Oi AiyuTntoi laiv -sroAAax/s TW TH; AS^as ovofJt.tx.Tt xaAacrj. Plutarch. Ifis et

Ofiris. p. 376.

N n n 2 has
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has enfued from not considering, that both the Deity, and

prieft,
were comprehended under the fame title. The ori-

ginal Gabiritic Divinity was Zeuth
;

the fame as Dionufus,

though by fome writers idly diftinguifhed :

*

KaSg^aw tzr^gtr-

6yf|0i> JJLBV
A/ct. His priefts had the fame title. By Pau-

fanias he is faid to have been 3

Prometheus, the father of

mankind; which more plainly points out the perfon alluded

to. It was no other than the Patriarch, who was of fo great

repute for his piety, and juftice. Hence the other Cabiri,

his immediate offspring, are faid to have been the fons of

Sadie ; by which is Signified the juft man. * SaJWw
yy.g

sysi'ovro tffaufies, xs Aiovxogx? egfjurivsvuiri,
mi

KaJosigas, To

Sadyc, the man of juftice, 'were born fons, 'who 'were ftyled the

Diofcori and Cabiri. This is the very title given to the Pa-

triarch by Mofes in the book of Generis. It is there faid of

Noah, that he was pis, Sadie, a juft man, and perfeB in his

generation.
All fcience, and every ufeful art was attributed

to him ;
and through his fons they were tranfmitted to pof-

terity.
Hence the author of the Orphic Argonautica men-

tions
6

ayXaa kagot.
KabJW)' ; the noble gifts bequeathed to

mankind by the Cabiri. They were reprefented as daemons,

and in number three : and they are fometimes mentioned as

1
Scholia in Apollon. L. i. v. 918. The author of thefe Scholia makes a di-

ftinction between Zeuth and Dionufus ; KccZeipuv wptoSv^pov p.sv /i/, v&uregov <fe

Aiwvaci' : but they were the fame perfon.
3 Paufan. L. 9. p. 759.
4 Damalcius apud Photium. p. 1073. He fuppofes them to be eight in number.
s Genefis. c. 6. v. 9.

.' V. 17.

the
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the fons of the great artift
7

Hephaiftus, the chief Deity of

Egypt, and the reputed father of the Gods. He was the

fame as Helius
;
and upon the pillar

of Rameftes, which

ftood in Heliopolis, he was according to Hermapion ftyled
:

'H<pa/fO o TWV SMV
TjyaTYig.

The perfon, from whom this

obelifk was named, is generally called Ramafes, or Ram-
Afis. Rameftes is of the fame purport ; being a compound
of Ram-Eftes. Magnus Vulcanus, Eftes, Aftes,

9

Aftus, are

all variations of the fame term, and equally relate to fire.

Hence came Apha-Aftus, or Hephaftus, the Hephaiftus of

the Greeks : hence alfo the Hiftia, Heftia, and Vefta of other

countries. The Cabiri are many times reprefented as He- Ctt.6<//<

liadae, or the offspring of the Sun, ftyled Cam-Il : alfo the c
Oj,,,^

',

defcendents of Proteus, the great prophet, and Deity of the
;0

fea. According to Varro they were particularly ftyled
"

Divi Potes : and Caflius Hermina defcribed them as

* 08 |U.yaAcy?, s%$ %*]?"&?> s&; ovvctT%$j the great, benefi-

cenfy and powerful Gods. One of the moft ancient temples

of thefe Deities was at
13

Memphis ;
which was held fo fa-

cred, that no perfon, excepting the priefts, was fuffered to

Ae-yovrixi e eirai 'H<pay$-a Ttreufef. Hefycli.

TSKecav 'Hcpa.ic^'ofeut' ot.X'-yi^i KaSsiocij!'. Nonnus, L.. 24. p. 626.
*
Marcellinus. L. 17. c. 4. p. 126.

9 See Volume the firil. p. 59. and 62.

Axo-/Aos efe a Apyeto; ?K KaCeivv; xxt 'Hfxre Kx.fj.tXov /,eyfi, Tsfs Tffr, Kct-

^ei^f?,
xA. J'ffgxf/Hs it ?x.

Ka.?igiis
TM H^ureM jcai 'Hfui-a KotSetp'jf rpj,?, KXI

rvp.q'ot.sTf.tK Kce&f>tfa.s. Strabo. L. ;c. p. 724.
11

Hi, quos Augurum libri fcriptos habent fie, Divi Potcs, funt pro illis, qui in

Samothrace Qesi Swcrroi. Varro de Ling. Lat. L,. 4. p. 17.
'- Macrob. Sat. L. 3. c. 4. p. 376..
13 Herodotus. L. 3. c. 37.

enter
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enter its walls. In the fame place flood a temple of their

father I4
Vulcanus, the head of the Cabiri. Cambyfes en-

tered into thefe 1S fancluaries ; and took a view of the ftatues

in each. They were nearly
l6

alike, and of a fantaftic form,

after the mode of Egypt : on which account he ordered

them to be thrown down, and the temples to be
' 7

deftroyed.

From Egypt their worfliip was carried to Canaan, and Sy-

ria ; and from thence to Greece. To what thefe rites al-

luded may be known from the department of the Deities, in

whofe honour they were fuppofed to have been inftituted,

and with whom the Cabiri are introduced. Thefe are

chiefly Damater, Cybele, Selene, Meen, Barith, Dione.

According to Sanchoniathon the Cabiri were the fame as the

Diofcuri and Corybantes : and like Damafcius above he re-

prefents them, as the offspring of the juft man l8

Sadyc.

They lived in the time of Elion, furnamed the Moft High ;

and of a perfonage named I9 Barith : and from them the

myfteries in Samothracia were derived. Some of their pof-

terity came to Byblus, which they furrounded with a
20
wall:

and they built a temple upon Mount Cafius in the fame re-

gion. They are faid to have been the firft conftructors of a

14 Strabo. L. 10. p. 725.
15

Ibid.

16
E<p cTg xai iKv-rot. op.oia. Td 'Htfan^-a. Herod. L. 3. c. 37.

17 Ibid.

18 Eufebius exprefles it Sydyc. Su/iuc, TBT' B^IV tuX-j-rov KO.I AIKAION. Eufeb.

Prsep. Evang. p. 36. Ex. $t TB Sy/ux. Aioo-jca^cn, KaGeifoi, y Kc/poxrm. Ibid.

p. 57. SuJy/tu TW Afj'CjKgcw AIKAIHi. Ibid.

'"9 Ibid.

10
Ibid.

float,
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"
float, or fhip : and are reprefented as hufbandmen, and at

the fame time
" men of the fea. To them the city Byblus

is faid to have been appropriated by Cronus for the worfhip
of Baaltis, the fame as 23

Dione, the Dove. They alfo built

Berytus, the city of Beryth : and, what is extraordinary, they
are faid in this city to have confecrated

2I
Ilovra Asi%J/wa ; by

which certainly is meant, all that the Deluge had fpared ;

the fad remains of the former world. Thefe rites confifted

in memorials of the Ark Berith, and of the perfons therein

preferved ;
who were the original Cabin', or Baalim. By

Sanchoniathon they are defcribed as eight in number ; the % fa6cYc

chief of which was * s

Afclepius, the God of health, and re-

ftorer of life. He is likewife mentioned by Damafcius ; who

fpeaks of him as a perfon, of whom the mother of the Gods

was
~~ 6 enamoured : one, who had been confimied to dark-

en

nefs, but out of that gloom difplayed a wonderful 27

light.

He too makes him the eighth, and principal of the Cabin.

In the cities of Syria the hiftory of the firfl ages was pre-

ferved in hieroglyphics. In Berytus Saturn was reverenced, /tffifKW JtiulL.

who was no other than Sadyc, the man of piety, and juftice.

11
FlfliJTcf 'srAoioi' zvpov. Ibid.

"
KaCwioi?, (zypoTKis T, KUI a\izvan\ Ibid. p. 38.

15
BaaATJo*, Tfi V-Ot.1 {\is>vy. Ibid.

14
'O; y.cti DONTOT AEI^ANA a; inv E;KUTOV K<[,epu<retv. Ibid. p. 39.j * ^*

15
Ibid.

' O iv TjV.VTCf} AaJcA7Ti05 5t fc^iv EAA>;i-, afs A/^OTT;;?, aAAa TK
fTrijyc-'po;

$>:tvi' "2,3.1$ ux&; yy.fi fyzvsno 'urtxi^tf x. A. Qyd^os
'

iyiv-ro STTI TUTof o EffjUVl'OS5 av

Aax.faTriot'
'ipfjt.we'j'j<rir. 'OuTos~erafitvtx jreyove MWT^CS 0a;'. Apud Thorium.

p. 1073.
* 7 Ei7 ffKOTOj tte?sjytCfi "zzroAu <&js ou'cfbas* Ibid.

6 He
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He was rcprefented with
28
four eyes ;

two of which were in

their natural poGtion forward : the two other were placed
in a contrary direction, upon the hinder part of the head.

The fymbolical hiftories of the eaftern countries were firft

-compofed by a perfon ftyled the fon of
* 9 Thabion. I have

mentioned, that nothing was more common than for the

priefts to be called the fons of the Deity, whom they ferved.

Thaba was the Ark, the Theba of the lonians : and the fon

of Thabion was no other than the prieft qf Theba-I6n, the

Arkite 3

Dove, particularly worfhiped in this 'country. He
is laid to have been the moft ancient Hierophant, that ever

officiated in Phenicia.

There were many cities, and thofe in parts very remote,

where the Cabiritic rites were for a long time maintained.

Some of thefe cities were named Cibura, Cabura, and Ca-

beira ; and in all of them may be feen a reference to the

fame ancient hiftory. In Pontus was a city Cabira, the

royal feat of Mithridates ; where was one of the mofl mag-
nificent temples in the world. The nature of the worfhip

may be known from the Deity, to whom it was facred : for

the temple was dedicated,
3I

M.qvi Agmiy ,
to the Deus Lunus

Arkitis. In Phrygia, near Caroura was the city Cibura :

and it is well known, that all this region was devoted to

15
Eufeb. P. E. p. 39.

29 Taura. -TTTtxvTa. o &oc.ici)vos -areas 'urpuros TUV TT' ciiwros yeyovoroov QoinKuv
lepo-

(pcu'THc, aAAtf'j/^jjcras wa.^dScax.i.
Ibid.

30

p% Ion, Columba.
'

E%ei Si
legov M))co5 A^xaia' s<?i tTg K THTO TWS 2eAwr)i5 TO

tegcv.
Strabo.

L. 12. p. 835.

the
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the worfhip of Cybele, and the rites of Theba. Here too

was a temple of the 3 * God Lunus, the fame as Mqv Agxouog.

Near Side in Cilicia was another city of this name : and we

may infer from many circumftances, that the fame worftiip

prevailed. The Cabiritic rites were likewife kept up in

33

Imbros, and Lemnos ; and particularly in Samothracia.

They prevailed alfo in Greece ; and efpecially in the city

Theba in Bceotia. Damater, the fame as Theba and Ids,

had the title of 34 Cabiria : and it was an opinion, that thefe

myfleries were firft eftabliflied by
3S her : by which was meant,

that they were derived from the Ark, the reputed mother

of all beings. Hence the Cabiri had often joint worfhip
with Damater. An inftance of this was obfervable at An-

thedon in Boeotia, where flood s6

fcstgm 'legoy,
%ou aA<ro;

AfljU^T^Off
: the temple of the Cabiri^ and the grove of Da-

mater. They were the fame as the Cabarni of the Parians,

who were equally priefts of Damater. 37

KaaJW, 01 TW

AJ^T^OS /*, ws Tlxgioi.
It is obfervable, that the chief

province of the Cabiri related to the fea, and {hipping. Their

influence was particularly implored by mariners for fuccefs

in their voyages :

s, Kctcug teyo/j.vov- Ibid. p. 869.
3i MAra /use :-:v ev Awjowa xai I/t$>(Kaeto<)- Strabo. L. 10. p. 724. H /

[o; 0pax.(x>; psv eT^ r<ro?, legx. KuSeiguy*
Euftath. in Dionyi. v. 524.

u
AjnT/jos KoLveieia.; osAo-os. Pauian. L. 9. p. 758.

35
A!^TCO$ yyy TOK KaZsipctiois Joopov t^tv TI^.TU. Ibid, p 759.

36 Ibid. p. 753. The region was called Ca'beiraia.

' 7

Hefych.

VOL. II. O o o
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%gvoe<r<rct.v vxstg aAo.

The Corybantes were priefts
of the fame order, and were

ftyled
39

Aja#TOT2Asraf, as being of a royal, or fupereminent

priefthood. Clemens mentions that they were the fame as

the 4 Cabiri ; and that their myfteries were ftyled Cabiritic.

In thefe the Rhoia, or pomegranate, was introduced : and

they were often celebrated in woods, and upon mountains :

and the whole was attended with fhouts, and fcreams, and

every frantic manoeuvre. Nonnus has fome allufion to thefe

rites, when at the marriage of Harmonia he makes the beafts

of the foreft imitate the howling of the Cabiri.o

41
$s hsoiTsg GJLohciM vwo

aAaAay|W.oi/

The perfons concerned were crowned with ferpents ; and

by their fury and madnefs exhibited a fcene mocking to ima-

gination : yet nobody was thought completely happy, who,

did not partake in thefe myfteries.

41 1
[JLcwag, og Ttg svoot.iu.uu

Ta rs Margog

13

Apollon. Rhod. v. 918.
33 Clemens Alexand. Chohort. p. 16.

40 KaCWas TSS K.opuat.VTctSt Ibid.

*' L. 3/p. 88.

4t
Euripides. Eax^a/. v. 73. quoted by Strabo. L. 10. p. 720.
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Ava.
-y^croy

re

K;crcrw rs

Aiovvvov

ITS BoMyyu
'Grade*. Ssov

ogswv

sis

The noife and diflbnance at thefe celebrities are finely de

fcribed in the Edoni of * 3

^fchylus :

The like is to be found in Pindar.

44-

TS

TZ $bu$ VTTO fyu/Qrpi

This wild joy, attended with {houts and dancing, and the

41
Ibid. p. 721. The fecond line in the original has VTTO/JOW.UVTCH -nroflfr, which

I have altered to JTro/MajcaicTai icraTo6gv

44 Pindarus apud Strabonem, L. 10. p. 719.

O o o 2 noife
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noife of pipes and cymbals, feems to have been exhibited ia

memorial of the exit from the Ark ; when the whole of the

animal fyftem iffued to light upon the fummit of mount Baris.

Corybas, the father and head of the band, was the fame as

Helius ; and in the Orphic hymns is further defcribed with

the attributes of Dionufus :

45

AlOhOU.Qg$W KVCMTtt, OV

'/igoTV7rz Sepsvov pogQw Syopegoio

His offspring, the Corybantes, were twofold. Strabo fpeaks

of them both as priefts, and divinities ; and undoubtedly
both were comprehended under this title.

4<5 The Corybcmtes

were a kind of Daemons^ the offspring of Helius^ and Athena.

Under the denomination of Cabiri, and the like, were included

not only a fet of perfons, who administered to the Gods, but the

Divinities^ whom they worjhiped. The Tityri, Satyri, Mae-

nades, Thyades, Lycaones, Sileni, Lenae, were of the fame

order : as were the Curetes, Telchines, and Ignetes. The
Curetes were Heliadse, the priefts of Helius, ftyled Cur-

Ait : and the term Quirites among the Romans had the fame

origin. The Telchines and Ignetes were the firft, who fet-

tled at
47 Rhodes

;
and they in like manner were efteemed

Heliadce. The latter were denominated from their God

Hanes, who was at different times called Agnis and Ignis.

But notwithftandinp- their relation to Hanes and Helius,o >

45

Hymn 38.

xa;

V.}.'/.-JL v.a.1 O.VTOI Qgo<
TtrpocrnyopsvQna-aiv.

L. 10. p. 723.

^S Ti/\^n'a.s iTroiKuc-xvTH Ttiv'Pofov. Hefych.

they
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they were at the fame time fuppofed to be defcended from

the fea. Hence it was faid of them by Simmias PJiodius,

48

AajU.cc

lyvrpuiv KOLI
Tsh'fcivwv s<pv v\ aAw^ Za\|/.

Za\|/, Zaps, is nearly of the fame purport of the Saph or

Suph of the Chaldeans and Hebrews. It fignifies the 49
fea,,

or the fea in a ferment : and the purport of the verfe is,

that the Ignetes and Telchines carried their origin upwards
to the deluge. Though they had the character of Yrryzmi;,

and Qvjowwtse, yet they univerfally took to themfelves the

title of fons of the fea.

'Ovroi vfiw) vioi ev &a,hc<.<r<rr
l$, tag o

They were looked upon, fays Diodorus, as the offspring of the

fea, according to the traditions of the ancients. The Telchi-

nes were fuppofed to have made their firft appearance at the

time of a Deluge, which 5 '

Diodorus would confine to

Rhodes : and Nonnus, from fome emblematical reprefenta-

tion, has defcribed them, as wafted over the ocean upon
feahorfes.

sh%lVSS ofalTgSQS&W VTTSg ITTTrOW.

4* Clemens Alexand. Strom. 5. p. 674. Auux fignifies a mother.
49

It is fometimes ufed for a whirlwind : but amonu; the stcicnt Greeks it furni-o o
fied properly the i'urge of the fea.

floiTB /xafcsjWri'Oio 'smi^-tii'ei Aujt ZA'i'. Dionyfius Iambus apud Clementem

fupra.

L. 5. p. 326. Kepiie; >5-rf<;. Strabo. L. 10. p. 723.
s>

Ibid. p. 327.
;i L. 24. p. 626.

They
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They are faid, under the character of Heliadce, to have been

very famous for 53

navigation : and through them many ufe-

lul arts were tranfmitted to s+ mankind. They were like-

wife the firft introducers of ss

idolatry ; and deeply {killed in

Magia : and we may infer from Diodorus, that they were of

the Anakim, or gigantic race ; for fuch are faid to have been

the firft inhabitants of 5<i Rhodes.

I have mentioned, that great confufion has arifen from

not considering, that the Deity and prieft were named alike ;

and that the people often were comprehended under the

fame title. The God Helius was ftyled
57 Cur-Ait : and

his priefts had the fame name. But additionally to thefe,

the ancient inhabitants of JEtolia, Euboea, and Acarnania

were ftyled
s8

Curetes, and their country Curetica. Helius

was likewife called by the Egyptians and other people Tal-

chan : for Tal, which the Grecians rendered Talus, fignified

the Sun. TaAo;, o 'HAioj : Talus, fays Hefychius, fignijies

the Sun. TaAc0, o Zsi ev Kgqry : Zeuth in Crete 'wasftyled

Taleeus. The term Tal-chan, which the Grecians rendered

Telchin, fignified Sol Rex : and under this title he was
y D

\vorfliiped at
S9 Lindus in Rhodes. His priefts alfo and

votaries were denominated in the fame manner. The Cu-

1 Diodorus. L. 5. p. 328.
;

Ibid. p. 326. Tepwv suzeras, Key fav 6ts -TW (2uv %jnjfif*.tw.
Ibid,

51 Ibid.

56 Ibid.

57

Ki-p;; o
c

HAus. Plutarch. Artaxerxes.
3

Strabo. L. 10. p. 692, 714.
59

l~l:ica.
fj'.ii' Aircf/os ATroAAwya Tehytncv. Diodor. L. 5. p, 326. Talus by

Apollodorus is faid to have been the fame as Taurus. L. i. p. 54.

rCtCS
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retes by fome were efteemed the offspring of the
6o

nymph
Damns, and Apollo : by others they were faid to have been

the Tons of Jafon, the fame as Jafion, with whom Dam;i-

ter was fuppofed to have been enamoured : all which, I

think, is not difficult to be underftood.

I have (hewn that the Telchinian and Cabiritic rites con-

fided in Arkite memorials. They palled from Egypt and

Syria to Phrygia and Pontus : and from thence were intro-

duced in Thrace, and in the cities of Greece. They were like-

wife carried into Hetruria, and into the regions of the Celtae :

and traces of them are to be obferved as high up as the

Suevi. Tacitus takes notice that this people worfhiped Ifis :

and he mentions that the chief object at their rites, was an

Ark, or fhip ;

*

fignum in modum Liburnae hguratum ;

which was held in great reverence. The like myfteries ac-

cording to Artemidorus prevailed in one of the Britiili

iilands : in which, he fays, the worfhip of Damater was

carried on with the fame rites as in ^ Samothracia. I make

no doubt, but that this hiftory was true : and that the Ark-

ite rites prevailed in many parts of Britain
; efpecially in tne

iile of Mona, where in aftertimes was the chief feat of the

64
Saronides, or Druids. Monai lignifies infula Selenitis, vel ^ raid).

Arkitis. It was fometimes expreiTed Menai ; as is evident

from the frith between the ifl.and and the main land being

ftyled Aber Menai at this day. Aber Men-Ai fignifies fre-

60
'O< fjiSv K.UZVTZ; Aarai'/oi iufJi<>is xxi ArroAAwros tarcti^K. Schol. in L

;'C:5p!i,

v. 77.
61

Servius in JEnelil I,. ^. v. 1 1 1.

6z De moribus Germanorum. p. 603.
6j Strabo. L. 4. j

. ^04.

.** Diodorus, L. 5. p. 308.

turn
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turn infill ae Dei Luni ; which ifland undoubtedly had this

name from its rites. The fame worfhip was probably fur-

ther introduced into fome of the Scotifh ifles, the Hebrides

of the ancients ; and particularly into that called G6lumbk.il,

or Columba. This ifland is faid to have been in old time a

feminary ;
and was reputed of the higheft fanclity ; fo that

there is a tradition of above
fifty Irfk and Scotifh kings

being there 65 buried. Columb-kil is plainly a contraction

of Columba-kil : which was not originally the name of the

ifland, but of the temple there
"

conftructed. The ifland

was called fimply Columba. When there was a change
made in religion, people converted the heathenifh temples

to fanctuaries of another nature : and out of the ancient

names of places they formed faints, and holy men. Hence

we meet with 6?
St. Agnes, St. Allan, St. Earth, St. Enador,

St. Herm, St. Levan, St. Ith, St. Sancrete, in Cornwall : and

from the Caledonian Columba there has been made a
68

St.

Columbus. This laft was certainly a name given to the

ifland from its worfhip : and, what is truly remarkable, it

was alfo called lona ; a name exactly fynonymous, which it

retains to this 69

day. But out of Columbus they have made

a ^amt >
and of lona a 7

Bifhop.

" s Martin's account of the Scotifh ifles. p. 256. Camden's Britannia, p. 1462.
'66

Cal, Col, Cala, Tignified a building upon an eminence.

67 See Norden's Cornwal, and Camden.
63 Camden calls the perfon Columba. p. 1462.
69 Between Ila and Scotland lies lona. Camden. fupra.
70

People have fuppofed the ifland to have received its name from an Irifn Bifliop,

who firft preached the gofpel to the Picts. See Bede L. 3. c. 4. But it is no

-where, faid that he was ever upon the ifland ; much lefs that he gave name to it.

The very existence of this perfonage is uncertain.

O F
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THE A R G O,

AND

ARGONAUTIC EXPEDITION.

* TOM wgtiffwy 01 psv yag

Qovrcu iffcuri roig heyofJLSVOn;, tag ayojU/Xr/rof <ro<pia.$ t
KO.I s/n-

01 c5g 'urvMOTsoi rw <v<riv %ou ttTovTrKjiovsg OLTTI

TO
'sra^aTraj/, fju^^sn yzvsvQou TdTuv. Palsphatus.

Y purpofe has been univerfally to examine the ancient

mythology of Greece ;
and by diligently collating the

evidences afforded, to find out the latent meaning. I have

repeatedly taken notice, that the Grecians formed variety ot

perfonages out of titles, and terms unknown : many alfo took

their rife from hieroglyphics miiinterpreted. The examples,

which I have produced, will make the reader more favour-

ably inclined to the procefs, upon which I am about to pro-

ceed. Had I not in this manner opened the way to this

difquifition, I fhould have been fearful of engaging in the

VOL. II. P p p purfuit.
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purfuit. For the hiftory of the Argonauts, and their voyage,
, . has been always efteemed authentic, and admitted as a chro-

JlO by dupm.) nological asra. Yet it may be worth while to make fome

inquiry into this memorable tranfaclion ; and to fee if it de-

ferves the credit, with which it has been hitherto favoured.

Some references to this expedition are interfperfed in moft

of the writings of the
*

ancients. But befide thefe fcattered

alluiions, there are compleat hiftories tranfmitted concerning
it: wherein writers have enumerated every circumftance of

the operation.

By thefe writers we are informed, that the intention of

this armament was to bring back a golden fleece, which was

detained by JEetes king of Colchis. It was the fleece of

that ram, on which Phrixus and
a
Helle fled to avoid the

anger of Ino. They were the two children of Athamas, con-

ceived by (Ns<pA>]) a cloud : and their brother was Learchus.

The ram, upon which they efcaped, is reprefented as the

fon of 3

Neptune and Theophane. Upon his arrival at Col-

chis, Phrixus facrificed it to Mars, in whofe temple the fleece

1 The principal are thofe who follow.

Author of the Orphic Argonautica,

Apollonius Rhodius.

Valerius Flaccus.

Diodorus Siculus. L. 4. p. 245.

Ovid. Metamorphofis, L. 7.

Pindar. Pyth. Ode 4.

Apollodorus. L. i. p. 4.

Strabo. L. 3. p. 222.

Hyginus. Fab. 14. p. 38.
1

Hyginus, Fab. 2. p. 18. Paufan. L. 9. p. 77 S.

3

Hyginus. Fab. 3. p. 21.

was
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"was fufpended. Helle was fuppofcd to have fallen into the

fea, called afterwards the Hellefpont, and to have been

drowned. After an interval of fome years, Pelias, king of

Jolcus, commiljfioned Jafon, the fon of his brother ^Zfon, to

go, and recover this precious fleece. To effect this a (hip

was built at Pegafe, which city lay at no great diftance

from Mount Pelion in Theilaly. It was the firft that was

ever attempted ; and the merit of the performance is given
to Argus, who was inftructed by Minerva, or divine wifdom.

This fhip was built partly out of fome facred timber from

the grove ot Dodona, which was facred to Jupiter Toma-
rias. On this account it was faid to have been oracular,

and to have given verbal refponfes ; which hiflory is beauti-

fully defcribed by Claudian.

4

Argois trabibus jactant fudafle Minervam :

Nee nemoris tantum vinxiffe carentia fenfu

Robora ; fed, caefo Tomari Jovis augure luco,

Arbore prefaga tabulas animafTe loquaces.

As foon as this facred machine was compleated, a felect band

of heroes, the prime of their ao;e and coimtry, met together,

and engaged in this honourable enterprize. Among thefe

Jafon was the chief; by whom the others were fummoned, j

and collected. Chiron, who was famous for his knowledge,
and had inftructed many of thofe young heroes in fcience, now
framed for their ufe a delineation of the heavens : though
feme give the merit of this operation to Mufasus. This was

4 DC Bulo Getico. v. 16.

iX. $ a.001. XO(AJS

Orph. Argonautica. v. 1153.

P p p 2 the
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Sbh(v<
t ^ie ^r^- fpnere conftru&ed : in which the ftars were formed

into afterifms for the benefit of the Argonauts ; that thev

might be the better able to condudl themfelves in their

perilous voyage. The heroes being all afTembled, waited

for the rifmg of the Peleiades ; at which feafon they fet

5
fail- Writers differ greatly about the rout, which they

took at their fetting out ; as well as about the way of

their return. The general account is, that they coafted

Macedonia, and proceeded to Thrace ; where Hercules

engaged with the giants; as he is fuppofed to have done

in many other places. They vifited Lemnos, and Cyzicus ;

and from thence came to the Bofporus. Here were two

rocks called the Cyanean, and alfo the Symplegades ; which

ufed to claiL. together with a mighty noife, and intercept

whatever was pairing. The Argonauts let a Dove fly, to fee

by her fate, if there were a poflibility of efcaping. The

Dove got through with fome difficulty : encouraged by
which omen the heroes prefTed forward ; and by the help of

Minerva efcaped. After many adventures, which by the

Poets are defcribed in a manner wonderfully pleafmg, they
arrive at the Phafis, which was the chief river of Colchis.

They immediately addrefs ^etes ; and after having informed

him concerning the caufe of their coming, demand a refti-

tution of the fleece. The king was exafperated at their

claim ; and refufed to give up the objedl in view, but upon
fuch terms, as feemed impracticable. Jafon however ac-

cepted of the conditions : and after having engaged in many
labours, and by the afliftance of Medea foothed a fleeplefs

s

Api.cs ^' avTfAAorn FlfAe/acfes. Theoc. Idyl. 13. v. 25.

dragon,
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dragon, which guarded the fleece, he at laft brought off the

prize. This being happily effected, he retired privately to

his fhip, and immediately let fail
; at the fame time bringing

away Medea, the king's daughter. As foon as ^Eetes was

apprized of their flight, he fitted out iome fhips to purfue

them : and arriving at the Thracian Bofporus took po'.Lilion

of that pafs. The Argonauts having their retreat precluded,

returned by another rout, which by writers is differently

reprefented. Upon their arrival in Greece they offered facri-

fices to the Gods ;
and confecrated their fhip to Neptune.

What is alludc-d to in this romantic detail, may not per-

haps at firil fight be obvious. The main plot, as it is tranf-

mitted to us, is certainly a fable, and replete with inconfifr.- J\

ency and contradiction. Yet many writers have taken the

account in grofs : and without hentation, or exception to

any particular part, have prefumed to fix the time of this

transaction. And having fatisfied themfelves in this point,

they have proceeded to make ufe of it for a ftated aera.

Hence many inferences, and deductions have been formed,

and many events have been determined, by the time of this

fcincilul adventure. Among the moft eminent of old, who A
adii.iitfcd it as an hiftorical truth, were Herodotus, Diodo-

rus, Strabo j and with them every Grecian Mythologift : of

the Fathers, Clemens, Eufebius, and Syncellus. Among the

moderns, the principal are Scaliger and Petavius : and of our

country, ArchbilKop Ufher, Cumberland, Dr. Jackfon, and

Sir Ifaac Newton. This laft fpeaks of it without any diffi-

dence ;
and draws from it many confequences, as from an

event agreed upon, and not to be queftioned : an rera, to

which
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which we may fafely refer. It was a great misfortune to

the learned world, that this excellent perfon was ib eafily

fatisfied with Grecian lore ; taking with too little examina-

tion, whatever was tranfmitted to his hands. By thefe

means many events of great confequence are determined from

very uncertain and exceptionable data. Had he looked

more carefully into the hiftories, to which he appeals, and

difcarded^ what he could not authenticate ; fuch were in all

other relpects his iuperior parts, and penetration, that he

would have been as eminent for moral evidence, as he had

been for demonstration. This laft was his great prerogative ;

which when he quitted, he became, like Sampfon, morn of

his ftrength ;
he went out like another man. This

hifcory,

upon which he builds fo much, was founded upon fon-ie an-

cient traditions, but mifinterpreted greatly. It
certainly did

not relate to Greece ; though adopted by the people of that

country. Sir Ifaac Newton with great ingenuity has endea-

voured to find out the time of this expedition by the place

of the
6
Colures then, and the degrees, which they have fince

gone back. And this he does upon a fuppofition that there

was fuch a perlon as Chiron : and that he really, as an an-

cient poet would perfuade us, formed a fphere for the Ar-

gonauts.

Eg TS fucauorvvw 9wjr> ysj/o; i^yays,

MM vvviois /Aact xou

Newton's Chronology, p. 83, 84.
7 Auttor TitanomachicE apud Clementem. Strom. L. i. p. 360.

In
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In anfwer to this the learned Dr. Rutherforth has exhibited

fome curious obfervations : in which he fhews, that there is

no reafon to think that Chiron was the author of t 1? e fphere

fpoken of, or of the delineations attributed to hir . Among
many very juft exceptions he has one, which feems to me to

be very capital, and which I fhall tranfcribe from him.
s
Be-

Jide Pagafce, from whence the Argonauts failed, is about 3 9;
and Colchis, to which they were failing, is in about 45 north la-

titude. 1'he fear Canobus of the
firft magnitude, marked a by

Bayer, in the conftdlation Argo, is only 37 from thefouth pole :

and great part of this conftellatwn is ftill nearer to the fouth

pole. 'Therefore this principal ftar, and great part of the con-

ftellation Argo could r.ot be feen, either in the place, that the

Argonauts fet out from, or in the place, to which they 110erefail-

ing. Now the
Jfoip was the firft of its kind', and was the prin-

cipal thing in the expedition : which makes it very unlikely, that

Chiron jhould chufe to call a fet of ftars by the name of Ar<?o,

moft of which were invifible to the Argonauts. If he had de-

lineated the fphere for their
life,

he would have chofen to call

fome other
conftellation by this name : he would moft likely have

given the name Argo to fome conftdlation in the Zodiac : how-

ever, certainly, to one, that was vifible to the. Argonauts ; and

not to one, which was fo far to the Jouth, that the principal

ftar in it L culd not be feen by them, either when they fet out, or

when thty came to the end of their voyage.

Thefe arguments, I think, fliew plainly, that the fphere

*
Rutberfoith's Syftem of Natural Philofophy. Vol. 2. p. 849.

could
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could not have been the invention of 9 Chiron or Mufaeus ;

had fuch perfons exifted. But I muft proceed farther upon
thefe principles : for to my apprehenfion they prove moft

fatisfaclorily, that it was not at any rate a Grecian work ;

and that the expedition' itfelf was not a Grecian operation.

Allowing Sir Ifaac Newton, what is very difputable, that

many of the afterifms in the fphere relate to the Argonautic

operations ; yet fuch fphere jcould not have been previoufly

conftrudled, as it refers to a fubfequent hiftory. Nor would

an aftronomer of that country in any age afterwards have

fo delineated a fphere, as to have the chief memorial in a

manner out of fight; if the tranfaction, to which it alluded,

had related to Greece. For what the learned Dr. Ruther-

forth alledges in refpecl to Chiron and Mufasus, and to the

times, in which they are fuppofed to have lived, will hold

good in refpett to any Grecian in any age whatever. Had
thofe perfons, or any body of their country, been authors of

fuch a work ; they muft have comprehended under a figure,

and given the name of Aro-o to a collection of ftars, with

many of which they were unacquainted: confequently their

longitude, latitude, and reciprocal distances, they could not

9 Sir Ifaac Newton attributes the invention of the Sphere to Chiron, or to Mu-
fa:us. Some give the merit of it to Atlas

-,
others to Palamedes.

T :?*: rf ~a.-na.--i xpy."!et
TS cr))^a7a. Sophocles in Nauplio.

The chief coftftcllation, and of the moft benefit: to Mariners, is the Bear with the

PcLi- ild". This is faid not to have been obferved by any one before Thales : the

other, caiii-:l :he greater Bear, was taken notice of by Nauplius : J nrai fs eio-u;

ft'-.' in \JAV NafTrAo? lupe, 7151' A.7T3i' S~t 0j;A? s ei^of. Theon. in Arat. v. 27.

a^-c^sjo,- APXAIGT TK noctifuvx viz. Schol. Apollonii. L. i. v. 134.

9 know.
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know. Even the Egyptians feem in their fphere to have

-omitted thofe conftellations, which could not be feen in

their degrees of latitude, or in thofe which they frequented.

Hence many afterifms near the fouthern pole, fuch as the

Croziers, Phoenicopter, Toucan, &c. were for a long time

vacant, and unformed : having never been taken notice of,

till our late difcoveries were made on the other fide of the

line. From that time they have been reduced into after-

ifms, and diftinguifhed by names.

If then the fphere, as we have it delineated, was not the

work of Greece, it muft certainly have been the produce
of

J0

Egypt. For the aftronomy of Greece confeffedly came

from that
"
country : confequently the hiftory, to which it

alludes, muft have been from the fame quarter. For it can-

not be fuppofed, that in the conftrucling a fphere the Egyp-
tians would borrow from the

' '

Helladians, or from any

people whatever : much lefs would they crowd it with after-

ifms relating to various events, in which they did not par-

ticipate, and with which they could not well be acquainted :

for in thofe early days the hiftory of Hellas was not known

10
Diodorus fays that the Sphere was the invention of Atlas , by which we are

to underftand the Atlantians. L. 3. p. 193.
1

npcaTds AiyuTTT&s avQp&ircav mccvrcav e^eueeeoi TJV gwav/Tor, ^vcaS^SKa. //.??% fct-

<rajtifi'35 Tcav upe&v 6 <X.<JTQV' TK-JTOC Si
tj^svpestv

ex. TIV A^TPflN eA?7 3c. Hcrodot.

L. 2. c. 4.

reca[j.Tgiy.s
T an

euperoti -3 syoi'sieiv (01 A^UTTIIJ)- Clemens Alexand. Strom.

L. i. p. 361.
11 The Egyptians borrowed nothing from Greece. On iwv ve (pva-u, OKM A;-

yuTTTioi TZOLO EAAJjcft.'!/ gAaocr THTO (faAAov ra A;ai'L/(7ct>) n aAAo ^ Tt t>atj.stM.

Herodot. L. 2. c. 49. See alib Diodorus Siculus. L. i. p. 62, 63, of arts from

Egypt.

VOL. II. Q^q q fr
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to the fons of Mizraim. Many of the conftellations are ap-

parently of Egyptian original ; and were defigned as emblems

of their Gods, and memorials of their rites and mythology.
The Zodiac, which Sir Ifaac Newton fuppofed to relate to

. .. . /r ui r T-
the Argonautic expedition, was an anemblage or .Egyptian

JK, jQu,ptUi hieroglyphics. Aries, which he refers to the golden fleece,

was a reprefentation of Amon : Taurus of Apis : Leo of

Arez, the fame as Mithras, and Oriris-. Virgo with the

fpike of corn was I3 His. They called the Zodiac the grand

aflembly, or fenate, of the twelve Gods, sv. MexarofJiogw
0i BonAoHo/. The planets were efteemed 'PaSTopogw, licTiors

and attendants, who waited upon the chief Deity, the Sun.

Thefe, fays the Scholiaft upon
u

Apollonius, were the peo-

ple, who firft obferved the influences of the flars ; and diftin-

guifhed them by names : and from them they came to

,

15 Greece.

Strabo, one of the wifeft of the Grecians, cannot be per-

fuaded but that the hiftory of the Argonautic expedition was

true : and he takes notice of many traditions concerning it

in countries far remote : and traces of the heroes in many

places ; which arofe from the temples, and cities, which they

'

ya.(> CIWTW (pcttrt AttfojT^ai',
<5/a TO %?iv q-ct%int'

01 <Pe law' ot

yanv. Eratofthenis Afterifin.

14
Ttyorfvcti Je a.vTte <pyi(riv AwoAAwj'ics -urpo

ru tsa-vra. TO. etrf>& (fctvwxi x
'

o

T qvciv xcLTctvcwcrai OLVTUV fox.aa-1, KOLI roc. orofiara S'ftraz. Kai TO.

^cafSia, S-sus /8sAa<8 'srpGvyoptvaa.v, TBS JV nrAarwras T?'e&$o<pofB$.
Scholia Apol-

lon. Argon. L. 4. v. 261.

St xtx.i TzcLvra. ra tivojj.tx.-ra. T&SV @Btav B^ AtyuTrru AAi<8g ss TW 'EA-

Herod. L. 2. c. 49. 50.

<f*e (Qeuv A.tyuTma.'x.Qv} urpu'rov a^(9,aoy
T? stai Aoyicr/xoj' lupfw,

KO.I ya[*.~

jca< a<rpwo[*.tou: Plato in Phcedro. v. 3. p. 274.

built,
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built, and from the regions, to which they gave name. He
mentions particularly, that there ftill remained a city called
6
Aia upon the Phafis ;

and the natives retained notions,

that ^etes once reigned in that country. He takes notice,

that there were feveral memorials both of Jafon and Phrixus

in Iberia, as well as in Colchis. 7 In Armenia too, a?id as

far off as Media, and the neighbour'mg regions, there are, fays

Strabo, temples ftill /landing, called Jafo?iea ; and all along the

coaft about Sinope, upon the Pontus JLuxinus : and at places in

the Propontis, and the Hellefpont, as far down as Lenmos, the

like traces are to be obferved, both of the expedition undertaken

by yafon, and of that, 'which 'was prior, by Phrixus. There are

likewife plain veftiges of y^fon in his retreat , as well as of the

Colchians, who purfued him, in Crete, and i?^ Italy, and upon
the coaft of the Adriatic.

8

They are particularly to be feen

about the Ceraunian mountains in Epirus : and upon the weftern

coaft of Italy i?i the gulf of Pofeidonium, and in the ijlands of
Hetruria. In all thefe parts the Argonauts have apparently

been. In another place he again takes notice of the great

A/a 3 iix.yurctt
'zrfgi

$a.aiv -zzroAi?, xai o AMTM r
zre7ri<?suT<zi |8r{AetKri TJJ;

, v.o.1 eft TOU tKti THT'
Sjri^capiov T

?

8r2/xa, x T A. L. I. p. 77.
7 Kai T laaovgia -aroAAa^a x TH?

Agiju.gr/a5
xai TS Mij/'/af, KM TKV zs'h.wiQ-

(t)QtoV
(Z'JTOIS TOTTUV ifllMUTStt. Kctt

fJ^'flV
XCt! -STeCl ~2,lVMTT1'IVt V.OLI Tfir Ta'JTfl; -3Toa-

xa< TW TlgoirwTifoc.,
xa TOV 'E?tfw<nrovTov p.s%ft TW x.oc.ra. rvv A-np.vov TO-

Ae>-6Ta< -sroAAa
TSK/^npt/x. T)K TB Ictcoros

y.at TUV tTrifiu^civT-cev KoA^wc, P.PX%I
T

P>
I
7 '

Atiwinou ya.(> Tiro. try[*.eict KO.I
-zjrp/

-ra Kffa'jr/a op, >ta< T<re/ TGv'A^ptctv, KOH

v TM noo-g.-cTwr/ocT/i xoA'sru, xat T
-rayo

7;
Tu^|jjwas VWMI T;;? TCHV Apyoraurcav

Ibid. p. 39.

q 2 number
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number of temples erected to
' 9

Jafon in the eafl; whicli

were held in high reverence by the barbarous nations. Dio-

dorus Siculus alfo mentions many tokens of the
*

Argonauts
about the iiland ^Ethalia, and in the Portus Argoiis in He-

truria ; which latter had its name from the Argo. And he

fays, manyfpeak of it as a certainty, that the like memorials are

to be found upon the Celtic coaft ; and at Gades in Iberia^ a?id

in divers other places.

From thefe evidences fo very numerous, and collected

from parts of the world fo widely diftant, Strabo concludes

that the hiftory of Jafon muft neceflarily be authentic. He

accordingly fpeaks of the Argo and Argonauts, and of their

perils and peregrinations, as of fadts
2I

univerfally allowed.

Yet I am obliged to difient from him upon his own princi-

ples : for I think the evidence, to which he appeals, makes

intirely againft his opinion. I muft repeat what upon a like

occasion I have more than once faid ; that if fuch a perfon

as Jafon had exifted, he could never have performed what is

attributed to him. The Grecians have taken an ancient hif-

tory to themfelves, to which they had no relation : and as

the real purport of it was totally hid from them, they have

by their colouring and new modelling what they did not un-

19 Ibid. p. 798.
3

L. 4. p. 259.

Ka.ro. TW A(9aAiai< AJJUW Apycuss. Strabo. L. 5. p. 342. He mentions near

Pasftum TO TiK 'Hpa.s ifgov ins Apywiets, Tcurovos
ifyvfiuz.

L. 6. p. 386. Near Cir-

casum Agyus xteivov op^oy. Lycoph. v. 1274. See the Scholia: alfo Ariftotle

srspt ?rocu[jix$. a.y.zv^astuv. p. 728. and Taciti Annales. L. 6. c. 34.

Tuv $e
vrepi TOV lac-ova a-ufJiGciVTcav, xai -rnv Agyca, x.au wi ApyovaUTcts rcav ofj.a-

JCT A. Strabo, L. J. p. 77.

derftand,
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derftand, run themfelves into a thoufand abfurdities. The

Argo is reprefented as the firft (hip built ; and the heroes

are faid to have been in number according to Valerius Flac-

CLIS, fifty-one. The author of the Orphic Argonautica
makes them of the fame "

number. In Apollonius Rhodius

there occur but forty-four : and in Apollodorus they
amount to the fame. Thefe authors give their names, and

fubjoin an hiftory of each perfon : and the higheft, to which

any writer makes them amount, is
23

fifty
and one. How is

it poflible for fo fmall a band of men to have atchieved, what

they are fuppofed to have performed ? For to omit the

fleeplefs dragon, and the bulls breathing fire ; how could

they penetrate fo far inland, and raife fo many temples, and

found fo many cities, as the Grecians have fuppofed them to

have founded ? By what means could they arrive at the ex-

treme parts of the earth ; or even to the fhores of the Adria-

tic, or the coaft of Hetruria ? When they landed at Colchis,

they are reprefented fo weak in refpect to the natives, as to

be obliged to make ufe of art to obtain their purpofe. Hav-

ing by the help of the King's daughter, Medea, ftolen

golden fleece, they immediately fet fail. But being purfued

by .ZEetes, and the Colchians, who took poffeiTion of the pafs

by the Bofporus, they were forced to feek out another paf-

fage for their retreat. And it is worth while to obferve the

t

" He feems to fpeak of fifty and one.

liHToi'a. KCipou'ov Sti'a.1

nfntixovT
1

fptt/xHrtv. Argonaut, v. 298..

Theocritus ftyles the Argo TputxovTotfyyos. Idyl. 13. v. 74.
Zl Natalis Comes makes the number of the Argonauts forty-nine : but in his

catalogue he mentions more.

difFerent
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different routs, which they are by 'writers fuppofed to have

taken : for their diftrefs was great ; as the mouth of the

Thracian Bofporus was poflerTed by JEetes ; and their return

that way precluded. The author of the Orphic Argonautics

makes them pafs up the Phafis towards the Masotis : and

from thence upwards through the heart of Europe to the

Cronian fea, or Baltic : and fo on to the Britim feas, and

the Atlantic
;
and then by Gades, and the Mediterranean

home. Timagetus made them proceed northward to the

fame feas, but by the 24
Ifter. According to Timasus they

went upwards to the fountains of the Tanais, through the

15 Palus Mreotis : and from thence through Scythia, and Sar-

matia, to the Cronian feas : and from thence by the Atlantic

home. Scymnus Delius carried them by the fame rout.

Hefiod, and Antimachus, conduct them by the fouthern

ocean to
l5

Libya ; and from thence over land to the Medi-

terranean. Hecataius Milefius fuppofed them to go up the

Phafis ; and then by turning fouth over the great continent

of Afia to get into the Indian ocean, and fo to the
* 7 Nile in

Egypt : from whence they came regularly home. Valerius

Flaccus copies Apollonius Rhodius ;
and makes them fail up

the Ifter, and by an arm of that river to the Eridanus, and

from thence to the
2S Rhone : and after that to Libya, Crete,

and other places. Pindar conducts them by the Indian ocean.

14 Scholia in Apollon. L. 4. v. 259.
I! Diodorus Sic. L. 4. p. 259. Natalis Comes. L. 6. p. 317.
5
Scholia in Apollon. fupra.

17
Scholia. Ibid.

s

Ex. ft 7oG;'Pcfav;iQ $a$-jv fov furfTrtpiatv. Apollon. Rhod. L. 4. v. 627.
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* 9 EVT
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Diodorus Siculus brings them back by the fame way, as

they went out ; but herein,, that he may make things plau-

fible, he goes contrary to the whole tenor of hiftory. Nor

can this be brought about without running into other dif-

ficulties, equal to thofe, which he would avoid. For if the

Argonauts were not in the feas, fpoken of by the authors

above ;
how could they leave thofe repeated memorials, upon

which Strabo builds fo much, and of which mention is made

by
3 Diodorus ? The latter writer fuppofes Hercules to have

attended his comrades throughout : which is contradictory to

moft accounts of this expedition. He moreover tells us,

that the Argonauts upon their return landed at Troas
;.

where Hercules made a demand upon Laomedon of fome

horfes, which that king had promifed him. Upon a refufal,

the Argonauts attack the Trojans, and take their city. Here

we find the crew of a lictle bilander in one day perform,

what Agamemnon with a thoufand fhips and fifty thoufand

men could not effccT: in ten years. Yet 3I Hercules lived but

one generation before the Trojan war : and the event of the

firft capture was o recent, that 3 * Anchifes was fuppofed to

'

Pyth. Ode 4. p. 262.

30 L. 4. p. 259.
31 'Oi EAAi'?s (pctair HfetxAca ynscrya.! ytvta, 'sreoTfpci' iiav'Tpctii'uxv, Diodor.

L. i. p. 21. Homer gives Hercules fix fhips, when he takes Troy. 'E G/ a-jv

vwai. Iliad. E. v. 642.
31 Anchifes is made to fay,

Satis una fuperque

Vidimus excidia, et captse fuperavimus urbi. Virg, JEneid. L. 2. v. 642.

have
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have been witnefs to it : all which is very ftrange. For how
can we believe, that fuch a change could have been brought
about in fo inconsiderable a fpace, either in refpect to the

irate of Troy, or the polity of Greece ?

After many adventures, and long wandering in different

parts, the Argonauts are fuppofed to have returned to lolcus:

and the whole is faid to have been performed in 33 four

months ; or as fome defcribe it, in 3+ two. The Argo upon
this was confecrated to Neptune ; and a delineation of it in-

ferted among the afterifms of the heavens. But is it pof-
fible for fifty perfons, or ten times

fifty, to have performed
fuch mighty operations in this term ; or indeed at any rate to

have performed them ? They are faid to have built temples,
founded cities, and to have pafTed over vaft continents, and

through Teas unknown: and all this in an open
3S

boat, which

they dragged over mountains, and often carried for leagues

upon their fhoulders.

If there were any truth in this hiftory, as applied by the

Grecians, there fhould be found fome confiftency in their

writers. But there is fcarce a circumftance, in which they
are agreed. Let us only obferve the contradictory accounts,

given of Hercules. According to 36 Herodotus he was left

"behind at their firft fetting out. Others fay, he was left on

! Tov 'sra.vToc. IB-Ayr tv ricro-atccri IJ.YIVI Teteiutrai/Tes. Apollodorus. L. i.p. 55.
3 * Tov 'STxvrce. zs-Aaj' ev JWi p.wiv_ <x.ivcr<x.v-[i;. Scholia in Lycoph. v. 175.
n The Argo was fly led Apywcv o-xa?oj by Diodorus, and the Scholiaft upon

Pindar : alfo by Euripides. Ic is alfo called A^yaov axaTor. Orphic. Argonaut,

v. 1261. and v. 489. Ttfpvs iftimTwp KK<ZTOIO>
6
Herodotus. L, 7. c. 193.

Iliore
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fliore upon the coaft of "
Bithynia. Demaretes and Dio-

dorus maintain that he went to 38 Colchis : and Dionyfius

Milefius made him the captain in the 39

expedition. In re-

fpect to the firft fetting but of the Argo, mbft make i't pafs

northward to Lemnos and the Hellefpont : but 4 Herodotus

fays that Jafon failed firft towards Delphi, and was carried

to the Syrtic fea of Libya ; and then purfued his voyage to

the Euxine. The sera of the expedition cannot be fettled

without running into many difficulties, from the 'genealogy

and ages of the perfons fpoken of. Some make the event

41

ninety years, fome ^'

feventy-nine, others only forty years

before the aera of Troy. The point in which mod feem to

be agreed, is, that the expedition was to Colchis : yet even

this has been controverted. We find by Strabo, that *3

Scep-

fius maintained, that .ZEetes lived far in the eaft upon the

ocean ; and that here was the country, to which Jafon was

fent by Pelias. And for 'proof of this he appealed to Mim-

rierm'us
1

,
whofe authority Strabo does not like": yet it feems

to be upon a par with that of other poets';
and all thefe tra-

ditions 'came originally from
poets',

Mimhermus mentions,

17
Apollonius Rhodius. L. i. v. 1285. Theocrit. Idyll. 13.

8

Apollodorus. L. i. p. 45. Diodortis. L. 4. p. 251.
39

Apollodorus. L. i. p. 45.
40 Hercdotus. L. 4. c. 1 79. 'TTroAaStiv arf[j.ov @opeyv, V.OLI aircqeeeiv Tvpos rw

A.^u/jr. x T A.

41 Eufcb. Chron. Verfio Lat, p. 93.
41

Thrafyllus apud Clement. Alexand. Strom. L. i. p. 401.

Petavius 79 years. Rationarii Temp. Pars lecunda. p. 109.
41 -w , .v or/o^n1 TH

'cit Jva.i ^''abo. L. i. p. So.

Ei Si fCfj eaytavop T L. I. p. 77.

VOL. II. that
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that the rout of Jafon was towards the eaft, and to the coaft

of the ocean : and he fpeaks of the city of .ZEetes as lying in

a region, where was the chamber of the Sun, and the dawn

of day, at the extremities of the eaftern world.

44
Ajflrao -GroTM, rofii T wxsos HsTuoto

KSUX.TCU BV

Q,jtscu>a 'UTOLa "sites' Iv

How can we after this trufl to writers upon this
fubjecl:, who

boar! of a great exploit being performed, but know not

whether it was at Colchis, or the Ganges ? They could not

tell fatisfa&orily who built the Argo. Some fuppofed it to

have been made by Argus : others by Minerva. +s PofTis of

Magnefia mentioned Glaucus, as the architect : by Ptolemy

Hephseftion he is faid to have been 4fi Hercules. They were

equally uncertain about the place, where it was built. Some

faid, that it was at Pagafae ; others at Magnefia ; others

again at Argos.
47 Ev Agyzi svoCDTrnyifo) us $Y\VIV 'Hy^o'aj'-

(TfO.ff o
o&.ot,[JUVlo$.

Ill friort, the whole detail is filled with

ihconfiftencies : and this muft ever be the cafe, when a peo-

ple adopt a hiftory, which they do not underiland, and to

which they have no pretenflons.

I have taken notice, that the mythology, as well as the

rites of Greece, was borrowed from Egypt : and that it was

founded upon ancient hiftories, which had been tranfmitted

44 Strabo. L. i. p. So.

4i
Athcnreus, L. 7. c. 12. p. 296.

46 Apud Photium. p. 475.
47 Scholia -in Lycoph. v. SSj.

Ja
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in hieroglyphical reprefentations. Thefe by length of time

became obfcure ; and the fign was taken for the reality, and

accordingly explained. Hence arofe the fable about the bull

of Europa, the fim of Venus and Atargatis, the horfe of

Neptune, the ram of Helle, and the like. In all thefe is the

fame hiftory under a different allegory, and emblem. I have

moreover taken notice of the wanderings of Rhea, of Ifis,

of Aftarte, of lona ;
and laftly of Damater : in which fables

is figured the feparation of mankind by their families, and

their journeying to their places of allotment. At the fame

time the difperiion of one particular race of men, and their

flight over the f^ice of the earth, is principally defcribed.

Of this family were the perfons, who preferved the chief

memorials of the ark in the Gentile world. They looked

upon it as the nurfe of Dionufus, and reprefented it under

different emblems. They called it Demeter, Pyrrha, Selene,

Meen, Argo, Argus, Areas, and Archaius (Aj^ouog).
And

although the laft term, as the hiftory is of the higheft anti-

quity, might be applicable to any part of it in the common

acceptation ; yet it will be found to be induftrioufly intro-

duced, and to have a more immediate *8 reference. That it

was ufed for a title is plain from Stephanus Byzantinus,

when he mentions the city Archa near mount Libanus.

To sduMfioif Ag%ouoj. Upon one of the

415
It is found continually annexed to the hiftory of Pyrrha, Pelias, Aimonia,

and the concomitant circumftances of the Ark, and Deluge. Qyvyos, a.p%a.io$ /3-

enAsuff 0W. 'OSe Q.-) vyo; vix ; v notreifuvo;. Schol. in Lycoph. v. 1206. nwpa,

a ^aia aA^o;. I<7/5 ocf^aia. Aip.ovict ag%.ici.

Na'JTrAws (o ApyovcvjTiii) otTroyiros Ap^aia ra Hoirei<Pat>QS, Schol. in Apollon.

L. i. v. 137.

R r r 2 plates
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plates is a reprefentatipn from Paruta of the Sicilian Tauro-
Men with an infcription

49 AA APKAIO2, Al Arkaios.

This is remarkable ; for it
Signifies literally;

Deus Arkitis :

and the term A^ajos above is of the fame purport, an Ar~
chite. The Grecians, as I have laid, by taking the ftory of

the Argo to themfelves, have plunged into numberlefs diffi-

culties. What can be more ridiculous than to fee the firft

conftrucled fliip purfued by a navy, which was prior to it ?

But we are told, to palliate this abfurdity, that the Argo was.

the firft long
5

fhip.
If we were to allow this interpreta-

tion, it would run us into another difficulty : for Danaus,.

many generations before, was faid to have .come to st

Argos
in a long fhip : and Minos had a fleet of long fhips, with,

which he held the fovereignty of the feas. Of what did the

fleet of .^Eetes confift, with which he purfued the Argonauts,,

but of long fhips ? otherwife how could he have been fup-

pofed to have got before them at the Bofporus, or overtaken

them in the Ifter ? Diodorus indeed omits this part of the

liiftory,
as he does many other of the principal circum-

ftances, in order to render the whole more confident.. But

at this rate we may make any thing of any thing.. We
fhould form a refolution, when we are to relate an ancient

hiftory, to give it fairly, as it is tranfmitted to us; and not

try to adapt it to our own notions, and alter it without

authority.

49 Paruta2 Sicilia. p. 104.

.

5=>

X-onga nave Jaibnem primum navigafie Philoftephanus Auftor eft. PJin..

L. 7. c. 56. Herodotus mentions the Argonauts xaTaTrAoxracTas /*ax>>7w ts AJO.V,

L. I. C. 2.

Aa.va.Gi> TO-CWTOV (u.y.Kfav vaw} xaToc<rxewccra<. Scholia in Apollon, L. i. v. 4.

In
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In the account of the Argo we have undeniably the hiftory

of a facred
fliip,

the firfl: which was ever conftrufted. This

truth the beft writers among the Grecians confefs ; though
the merit of the performance they would fain take to them-

felves. Yet after all their prejudices they continually 'be-

tray the truth
;
and fhew, that the hiftory was derived to

them from Egypt. Accordingly Eratofthenes tells us,
^ that

the ajlerifm of the Argo in the heavens was there placed by

divine wifdom : for the Argo was the firft Jhip, that was ever

built : y.a.1
agyryOzv sreitTWqQr), it was moreover built in the moft

early times, or at the very beginning ; and- war an oracttlar vef-

fel. It was the firft Jhip, that ventured upon the feas, which

before had never been paffed. :. and it was placed in the heavens

as a fign, and emblem for thofe,
who were to come after. Con-

formably to this Plutarch informs us,
s3 that the conftellation^

'which the Greeks called the Argo, was a reprefentation of the

facred, Jhip of. OJiris : ana
1

that it was out of reverence placed

in the heavens. I have fpoken at large both of Ofiris, and

his facred fhip : and we know to what it alludes, and that it

was efteemed the firft fhip
54 conftrucled. It was no other

than the Ark^ called by the Greeks Argus, and Areas, and/rjo lk<

reprefented above as ijrXoioy, o
'

OL^YI&SV srsurov^Yi, Hence

r
"

Ap>tu a.'jT &LO. iw A$yva.v ev rots a^po; ercr^;9' riPHTH ycto GOJT vetw xa.-

aftn, xxi
etp%ti$ev tT&tsrovDvtf (pwnevaoe. <fe ytvoptvyriTpMTy TO -srfAayos JijiAev

of' ly' y TO/? tTTtyiyvofttvoK 'wa.pa.SftyfAcc, aa,^>e<j-epov. Eratofthenes in XT-
. Agyu. 35.

1 To -zs-Aoov 01 x.a.X&aiv 'EAAcg At>yuy TM Oa-igiPos i>ecas eifuAov STTI rifty KcLin-

Ttgia IJLIVOV. Ifis et Ofiris. V. i. p. 359.
54

KaT<rf<er6?7 ft at>7 fiat. TW ASwmi', OTI
-ZZT^WTW vzus eet%Qn Tsrap civrvs. Theon

in Aratum de Aro nave. .

the
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the Grecians, though fome few would reprefent the Aro-o as

only the firft long fhip, yet in general fpeak of it, as the firft

jfhip
which was framed. And although their account of it

is attended with numberlefs inconfiftencies, yet they reli-

gioufly abide by the truth. Eratofthenes above, to prevent

all mifmterpretation, explains his meaning by faying, The

Argo was the firft flip that divided the waters of the fea^

which before had never been penetrated :
ss

HgttTri 'STgAayo; $iei-

Asv, aSarov ov. Hence alfo Catullus keeps to this ancient

tradition, though he is guilty of great inconfiftency in fpeak-

ing of fhips, which were ftill prior. He fays of the Argo,

56 Ilia rudem curfu prima imbuit Amphitriten.

Commentators have endeavoured to explain away the mean-

ing of this paffage : and have gone fo far as to alter the

terms prima imbuit to prora imbuit, that the author may
not contradict himfelf. But they fpoil the rythm, and ren-

der the paffage fcarce fenfe. And after all, the fame
difficulty

occurs repeatedly in other writers. There was certainly a

conftant tradition that the Argo was the firil fhip ; and that

it was originally framed by divine wifdom. The author of

the Orphic Argonautics reprefents it in this light ; and
fays,

that Juno gave a commiffion to Minerva to build it out of

her regard to Jafon.

51 Ka;
p

Ka;

" Afterifm 35.
6

Epith.ilam. Pelei et Thetidos. v. n.
57

Orphic. Argonautica. v. 66. This writer adts with the fame inconfiftency as

Catullus :
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T i^ycnrs

The like is faid by Theon upon Aratus,
s3

KfltTij^e^flf^
<3s

ifta T^J/ Apqygy, or; ^WTJI vay g&tp&| 'srag
1

'

aynis. //

placed in the heavens by Minerva, as a memorial, that the

frft flip was devifed by her. All the Latin Poets have clofe-

ly copied this tradition. Lucan {peaks of navigation com-

mencing from the asra of the Argo.

59 Inde laceflitum primum mare, cum rudis Argo
Mifcuit ignotas temerato littore gentes.

This, according to Manilius, was the reafon of its being in-

ferted in the fphere.

In Ccelum fubducta, mari quod prima cucurrit.

All the other
6l

poets are uniformly of this opinion ;
and they

fpeak

Catullus : for after having reprefented the Argo as the fir ft fliip, he mentions the

Phcacians, as a people prior to it, and very expert in navigation.

'iSpiSS tigeo-HK,
xxi a.\'.7rAa.yx.row "stopewg. v. 1292. He alib fpeaks of NirJffiv

enretPSffiatis @gta,pos fa%ps A.una.0. v. 1298.
;

Theon in Aratum.

The Argo is termed epyov AftwcuiK Iravifof. Apollonius. L. i. v. 551. The

lame is to be found in Apollodorus. Kq.xetvos (Ag^os) A&ra5 viro$tfjui.vn$ tzevTmov-

TOPIV raw xTt<73Cor

a(7f, T/' 'zrpoaa.'yocivveio-o'.i' O.TTO TB xonoitntstHX.a'j.yTOS Apyc/}. L.

I. p. 42.
59 Lucan. Pharfal. L. 3. v. 193.
6o

Manilii Aftron. L. i. v. 403.
1

Prima Dcvim magnis canimus freta pervia nautis,

Fatidicamque ratem. Valerius Flaccus. L. i. v. i.

fuit ignoti prirna curina maris. Martial. L. 7. Epig. 19.

^Equor
10
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fpeak the fenfe of the beft mythologies, who preceded. Hy-
ginus, who made it his fble purpofe to colled: the various

traditions of the mythic ages, concludes his account of the

Argo in thefe words :

l

Hasc eft navis Argo, quam Minerva

in fideralem -circulum retulit ob hoc, quod ab fe elTet Dsdifi-

cata, ac primum in pelagus dedufta.

From hence, I think, it is plain, that the hiftory of the

Argo related to an ancient event, which the Egyptians com-

memorated with great reverence. The delineation in the

fphere was intended as a lafling memorial of a wonderful

deliverance : on which account one of the brighteft ftars in

the fouthern hemifphere is reprefented upon the rudder of

the hip. The ftar by the Egyptians was called Canobus-j

which was one of the titles of their chief Deity ;
who under

this denomination was looked upon as the particular
God

of mariners. There was a city of this name upon the moft

weftern branch of the Nile, much freqtlented by
6i

failors:

and there was alfo a temple called by Stephanus, 'legov
Uo-

JEquor Jafonio pulfatum remige primum. Ovid, de Ponto. L. 3. Epift. i.v. i.

.Primseque ratis molitor Jafon. Ovid. Metam. L. 8. v. 302.

Per non tentatas prima cucurrit aquas. Ovid. Trift. L. 3. Eleg. 9. v. 8.

Prima malas docuit mirantibus sequora ventis

. Peliaco pinus vertice casfa vias. . Ovid. Amorum. L. 2. Eleg. 1 1. v. i.

Vellera cum Minyee nitido radiantia villo

Per mare non notum prima petiere carina. Metamorph. L. 6. v. 721.

Prima fretum fcandens Pagafseo littore pinus

Terrenum ignotas hominem projecit in undas. Lucan. L. 6. v. 400, See

alfo Scholia upon Euripides. Medea, v. i.

6*

Hyginus. Fab. 14. p. 55.
8j MApa fUjao/ rta K.a,voaStKu <J"OJMT< %PUVTO us ey-Togta.

Strabo, L, 1 7.

p. 1153.



THE ANALYSIS OF ANCIENT MYTHOLOGY. 497

the temple of Canobus Neptunius, the great
' God of mariners. Over againft it was a fmall ifland named

Argceus.
64

E^i <Jg
"sr^o?

TW KaywEw p^a wj<ro$ A^ya/8.

Argaius, Archaius, and Argovis, all relate to the fame hif-

tory. The temple at Canobus feems to have been a ftately

edifice ; and to have had a facred inclofure, as we may infer

from Dionyfius.

65 Kca repsvos 'ursgi7rv?ov

The flar of this Deity was put upon the rudder of the Argo,
to fhew, that Providence was its guide. It is mentioned by
Vitruvius ; who calls it Canopus, and fays, that it was too

low to be feen in Italy.
6
Stella Canopi, quse his regioni-

bus eft ignota. It was alfo fcarce high enough to be feen in

any part of Greece. Eudoxus is faid to have juft difcerned

it from an eminence near 67 Cnidus. But there is fcarce a

place in Europe of a latitude fo far fouth as
6S
Cnidus : in

all the celebrated places in Greece it was utterly invifible.

This alone would prove, that the fphere could not be the

work of a Grecian ; and that this afterifm could have no re-

lation to that country. The flar Canobus, as I have fhewn,

6+
Steph. Byzant.

65
v. 13. 'O ?i< ctnpu TM rmitS ot.Kiu> TM A^yvs v.itfjitvos AOS/XTTPO; ~Hp

Proclus de Spha:ra.
'

Vitruvius. L,. 9. c. 7.

67 Strabo. L. 2. p. 180. Kar&Sos a.$a.vK fs.tv TOH ev TCCI

'

Scholia Dionyf. v. 10.
'

It could icarcely be feen at Rhodes, which was nearly the fame latitude as

Cnidus. OUTOS fjt.fr (o KecfoiSoi) ev 'PoJw jwoAiS Srfugmo; <?"'> " 'srayreAws tp' u^-<)-

Texan
c^ar<?5.

Proclus de Sphsra. Scholia in Dionyf. "srepw^w. v. 1 1.

VOL. II. S f f was
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was denominated from an Egyptian Deity ; and placed in

the fphere with a particular deiign, and attended with a very

interefling hiftory : but both the ftar itfelf, and the hiftory,

to which it related, was in great meafure a fecret to the

Greeks. Not a word is faid of it in their ancient accounts

of the
*9

Argo.
The caufe of all the miftakes in this curious piece of my-

thology arofe from hence. The Arkites, who came into

Greece, fettled in many parts, but efpecially in Argolis and

ThefTalia ; where they introduced their rites, and worfhip.
In the former of thefe regions they were commemorated un-

der a notion of the arrival of Da-Naus, or Danaus. It is

fuppofed to have been a perfon, who fled from his brother

./Egyptus, and came over in a facred {hip given by Minerva.

This fhip, like the Argo, is faid to have been the firft fhip

conftrudted : and he was aflifted in the building of it by the

fame Deity, Divine wifdom. 'Taro^ASMgs AfavaLs at/rw

(Aoj/aos) VOLVV urgwToe rMTe<ntva,<re. Both hiftories relate to

the fame event. Danaus upon his arrival built a temple
called Argus to lona, or Juno ; of which he made his

daughters priefteffes. The people of the place had an ob-

fcure tradition of a deluge, in which moft perifhed ; fome

few only efcaping. The principal of thefe was 71 Deuca-

69
Canopus, and Canobus, was the fame as the God Eforus, or Aforus, who was

worfhiped in Paleftine and Syria ; and was fuppofed to have been the founder of

C.trthage. He is reprelented by Hefychius, as the pilot of the Argo. A^apo;, 6

x.vtprnT>K TIK Apyy;. Artemis was ftyled laiaoa.. Paufan. L- 2. p. 240. and 274.

Aforus, and Azorus, was the fame as the Hazor of the Scriptures.
70

Apollodorus. L. 2. p. 63. See alfo Scholia in Apollon. Argonaut. L. i. v. 4.

71 Natalis Comes. L. 8. c. 17. p. 466.

lion,
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lion, who took refuge in the Acropolis, or temple. Thofe

who fettled in Theffaly, carried with them the fame memo-

rials concerning
n

Deucalion, and his deliverance ; which

they appropriated to their own country. They mud have

had traditions of this great event ftrongly imprefled upon
their minds ; as every place, to which they gave name, had

fome reference to that hiftory. In procefs of time thefe im-

preflions grew more and more faint ; and their emblematical

worfhip became very obfcure, and unintelligible. Hence

they at laft confined the hiftory of this event to their own

country : and the Argo was fuppofed to have been built,

where it was originally enfhrined. As it was reverenced un-

der the fymbol of the Moon, called Man, and Mon ; the

people from this circumftance named their country Ai-

Mona, in aftertimes rendered Aimonia. And we are in-

formed by the Scholiaft upon
73

Apollonius, that it had of

old many other names ; fuch as Pyrrhodia, which it received

in memory of Pyrrha the wife of 7* Deucalion. The hiftory

given of the region, by the ancient poet Rhianus, is very cu-

rious, and ihews plainly the original of this Arkite colony.

7S

Hypped <T/) 'Grots TW ys

71 Strabo. L. 9. p. 660 and 677.

Ot OLTTO AeuxaA/wpos TO yevos f%ovres toia-iteuov <ro-A*5. Schol. in Apollon,

L. 4. v. 266.
75 Strabo. L. 9. p. 677. Schol. Apollonii. L. 3. v. 1087.
7* She was the wife of that Deucalion,

'Oi Tz-pwTos Tvoiwrt -zzroAgiS, xa< 6J
v

g///aTO was

Apollonius Rhod. L. 3. v. 1087
" Scholia Apollon. fupra.

S f f 2
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Tlvpfas
AgyxoTuwyoff am APXAIA2

76

'Aiponw <T %ct,vTi$ a<p' 'AifAwog, ov pa

(psgrsgov viw, o <T ay TS#S saraAoz'
'

a/ro

In this country were the cities Arne, Larifla, Argos, Theba,.

and Magnefia ;
all denominated from the fame worfbip.

Here was 77
IliiAiaJwi/ a^pov,

the promontory of the Doves ;

and the fea port lolcus, of the fame purport as Argos and

Theba. It was one of the moft ancient cities of Theffaly, in

which the Argo was fuppofed to have been laid up : and the

name {hews the true hiftory of the place. It was denomi-

nated from the Ark, ftyled 'OTusas ; which was one of the

Grecian names for a large ark or float. lolcus was origi-

nally expreffed laolcus, which is a variation of Aia-Olcas,

the place of the Ark. Medea in Apollonius makes ufe of

the true name, when ihe fpeaks of being wafted to Greece..

*8 H CLVTW fr rCL^BlOLl VTFSg
'WOVTOIO

EvQsv F zig

in the feminine is the fame as Pegafus : and received

its name from a well known emblem, the horfe of Pofeidon;

' The country 'A/jw-wa is in like manner ftyled Aa^txia. by Callimachus, in

fpeaking of the Argonauts.

'H/xues TT' Anrtto KTTAIOT
An8/5 5 APXAIAN gTrAeor 'Arjuonr. See Strabo. L. i. p. 78.

77 AvTiKct
tieftn ZETcAwAwibs ctitx, YliXcLaytav

AngTo, r7))A;a^a5 ^g ro-ape^H/xSi^ui' spiTrvxs. Apollon. L. I. v. 580.
78

Apollon. Rhod. L. 3. v. 1110. Homer allb ftyles it Eviu%ogos laoAxos.

Odyfi". A; v. 255.

by
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by which we are to underfland an ark, or fhip.
79

o 'nroH)T]$ rag vy.vq SITTS, mi
ri^sig

rov Ho^siStam
'

/. - mi w
s^(si Aoyoi/ BTTI

yf\g ITTTTOS, TOV avrov sv

Aao*<n] vctvg. By horfes, fays Artemidorus, the poets mean

flips j and hence it is, that Pofeidon is ftyled Hippius. For

there is a ftriEl analogy between the poetical horfe on land^ and

a real flip in the fea. Hence it came, that Pegafus was

efteemcd the horfe of Pofeidon, and often termed 2#y<p/0 ; a

name, which relates to a
Sc>

iTiip,
and iliews the purport of

the emblem. The ark, we know, was preferved by divine

providence from the fea, which would have overwhelmed it:

and as it was often reprefented under this fymbol of a horfe,

it gave rife to the fable of the two chief Deities contending

about horfes.

Sl wore 01
ij^cnraj/

asAAoTroa;^ iwsg

It was upon this account that the cities named Argos had

the title of 'ITTTW X.QU IT^OOOTO/, Hippii and Hippobotcz. I

have mentioned that the Arkite worfhip was introduced into

Italy by people ftyled Arcades, and Argaei : and here was an
5

Argos Hippium in the region of Daunia. I imagine, that

none of thefe appellations related to the animal, an horfe ;

but to an emblem, under which in thofe places the ark was

9 Artemidorus. L. i. c. 58.

Oro^/.a w TW -srAoju Ylnycx.GK. Patephatus.
1

Orph. Argonaut, v. 1275.
' Ta

'srepi
Aa'jc/as KM TO Ap-yos TO 'ITTTTIOV. Strabo. L. 5. p. 329. See aHb

L. 8. p. 568. Apyos IccuGi 1

) 'ITTTTIOV, t\ ITTTT^QTW.

reverenced.
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83 reverenced. Daunia itfelf is a compound of Da-Ionia, and

fignifies
the land of the Dove. In Theflaly every place

feems to have had a reference to this hiftory. Two of the

chief mountains were Pelion, and OiTa ; one of which figni-

fies the mountain of the Dove, and the other of the
8*
Oracle.

Near Pagafae and laolcus was a promontory named Pyrrha ,

and near it two iflands, named the iflands of 85

Pyrrha and

Deucalion.- Thefe circumftances contain no internal evi-

dence of the Grecian Argonautic hiftory ; but afford won-

derful evidence of the Arkites, and their rites, which were

introduced in all thefe places. The Grecians took the hif-

tory to themfelves ; and in confequence of this affumption,
wherever they heard that any people under the title of Ar-

cades or Argaei fettled, they fuppofed that their Argo had

been. Hence they made it pafs not only through the moft

diftant feas, but over hills, and mountains, and through the

There is no fatisfactory hiftory, that any of thefe places were really famous for

horfes : and though the poet fays Aptum dicet equis Argos ; yet I have reafon to

think, that the notion arofe from a miftake in terms. I imagine, that the term \ir-

TroZoTos was originally differently exprefied ; and that it fignified, Hippo-Bat, or

the temple of the Ark. It was fometimes reprefented by a Cetus ; and Nonnus
under the character of Perfens defcribes fome Perezites, who fettled in Daunia,

founding a temple under this emblem.

!<T7rp/or JtAijwa

KTO oAov, STgoijugT^oi'
oAoc

<&tTgcacra.TO rifpcrivs. Nonni Dionyf. L. 47.

p. 1232. Hence we may fee that there is a correfpondence in all thefe hiftories.
*

Ocro-a, 3-eia JtAJW, xa< (py/my. Scholia in Iliad. B. v. 93.

He T(5 oa-ffctf

He T/j aJVsAos opvn. Apollon. Argon. L. 3. v. uio.

Tirsp O.UTUV <fg 0.1 w^a/, etTct ax^a O^a, KOC.I vo vya-tfice, T&hniriW) uv 10 f4v

Hupp* ro t AguxaAiwi* 3taAg<T;. Strabo. L. 9. 665,

7 midft
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midft of both Europe and Aria ; there being no
difficulty,

that could flop it. They fent their heroes to Colchis,

merely becaufe fome of their family had fettled there. They
made them vifit Troas and Phrygia, where was both a city

Theba, and Larifla, fimilar to thofe in their own country.
Some Arcades had fettled here ; who xvere fuppofed to have

been led by Dardanus, the brother of Jafion. Virgil, I

know not why, would make him come from Italy : but
5

DionyjQus Halicarnaffenfis, a better mythologift, ftyles him
Areas ; by which we are to underftand an Arkite : and fays,

that after a deluge he came with his nephew Corybas from

Arcadia to Samothrace ; and from thence to Phrygia. There

were innumerable colonies of Arkites, who went abroad, and

made various fettlements : but the Grecians have afcribed the

whole to the Arcades, Argasi, and Argonautse of their own

country. Yet after all their prejudices they afford many cu-

rious traditions ; fo that from the collateral hiflory we may
always perceive who thefe Argives and Argonauts were. Her-

mione, one of the moft ancient cities in Greece, was faid to

have been built by Argives. The true name was Herm-

lone, a compound of two Egyptian titles ; and by them was

denoted a city facred to the Arkite Dove. Samos was parti-

cularly dedicated to Juno : and we are told, that fome Ar-

gonauts came hither, and brought the image of the Goddefs

from
*7

Argos ; for the reception of which they built the

chief temple in the ifland. But upon inquiry we mail find,

86
L. i. p. 48.

' Enr, 01
iSgvaa.aQat <pa.<rt ras tv TV A^ai TrAfci'Tafj aTra^suQai <f atiTtfs TO

2 aA;./.a e| A?7 aj . Paufania;. L. 7. p.

that
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that thefe Argonauts were no other than the ancient Maca-

rians. The Grecians defcribe them in the fingular by the

name of Macareus; whom they fuppofe to have come to
88
Sa-

mos, Lefbos, and other Afiatic iflands after the deluge ;
and

to have raifed temples to the Gods; and renewed the reli-

gious rites, which had been omitted, while thofe iflands lay
89 defolate. There was a remarkable mountain in Samos,

named 9 Cercetus ; undoubtedly from fome building facred

to the Cetus, the fame as Atargatus, and Dagon. Tarfus, a

city of the higheft antiquity, was founded by the firft lonim

in Syria. This too was faid to have been built by people
from 9I

Argos. The city Gaza in Paleftine was named both

lona, and Minoa : the latter of which names it was faid to

have received from 91 Ion of Argos. I have taken particular

notice of the city Cibotus in Lydia ; which was apparently

denominated from the Ark, and retained many memorials of

the Deluge. This was faid to have been built by one of the

daughters of " Danaus ; confequently by the people of Argos.

If we look into the hiftory of 94
Danae, and her fon Perfeus,

8

Diodorus Sic. L. 5. p. 347. Ty
a.vri7ri^a.v

TUV mauv. cf<a TOV

89 A<a Tas eTTOfs.Spias f<pfyxg/u<.v6tJi'
TMV xctpTrw. Ibid.

90 Strabo. L. 10. p. 747. Evfo^cv TS xai 70 tv cany opos

Dercetus is called Cercetus by Ampelius, c. 9. See Hyginus. notes, p. 343.
91

Tap-o?, gfi <f' aTToixos Aoyetcav. Steph. Byzant.
9* ExAjjSw Si KO.I lac)) tx. TS IBS. Steph. Byzant.
9? Strabo. L. 12. p. 868. Lindus, Jalyfus, and Camirus, in Rhodes, were faid

to have been named from fome of the daughters of Danaus. Strabo. L. 14. p. 966.

The temple at Lindus Aa.vcti^wv ISpufJut.
Ibid. p. 967.

94 Ou Actvati Aa^fy oocov OAvf/,7riovt u

eaa-cc A<os ^ai/TiAAaro

Nonnus. L. 25. p. 648. v. 12.

10 the
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the like circumftances will be obfervable. After they had

been expofed in an ark, they are faid to have come to Argos.

From thence they parTed into Italy ; where fome of their

company fettled upon the Portus Lunus, and Portus Argoiis:

others founded the cities Larina, Ardea, and Argos Hippium
in Daunia. All which was fuppofed to have been performed

by Argonauts and Argives. Even "
Memphis in Egypt is fup-

pofed to have had the fame origin. This too, if we may be-

lieve the Grecians, was built by Argives. But by this was

certainly meant Arkites : for Argos itfelf in the Peloponnefus
could not have fupplied perfons to have effected, what was

fuppofed to have been done. There were fome lanim, who
fettled upon theOrontes; where they built the city lona, called

afterwards Antiochea. Thefe alfo were termed Argives by
the Greeks, and were fuppofed to have come from Argos. Ce-

drenus accordingly ftyles them 96
TX? can Agyzs IUMTO;, the

lonitce from Argos. It is alfo faid by another writer,
97 that

Perfeus being informed that there were Ib'nitse in Syria, who

were by nation Argives, made them a vifit, and built for

them a temple. He did the fame in Perils ; and in both re-

gions inftituted Puratheia : and the name, which he gave to

each of thefe edifices, was the temple of the everlafting fire.

Thefe temples however were not built by Perfeus ;
but

!
F.ufeb. Chron. p. 27. 29.

P. 22. Enct & TO 2'ATnov opos
eAGwr

euge
TBS CCTT' A/>3/a IflNITAS-

Apyeiot., o'lTfyes xA8x/<rr -arapa TO/S atvTon 2'jp-)is 1^ v.rot.i tii vvv. Chron. Paf-

chale. p. 42.
97 'O Depew uotQw ort ft' TV Zupia, friuyumv SK TV APFOTS IflNITAI, A9fv

(TTI TW Svpteiv. Q Je auro.5 Hebrew ixria-e T.OIS Imrot.noui (It fliould be h.i'orrohi-

T/) ief<., K T A. Chron. Pafch. p. 40.

VOL. II. T t t erected
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erected to his honour. For I have fhewn that Perfeus was a

Deity, the fame as Helius, and Ofiris : and he was worfhiped
in thefe places by the lonim, who were Arkites. The ac-

counts therefore, which have been given above, may be all

admitted as true, if inftead of Perfeus we fubftitute Pere-

fians, and Perezzites ; and inftead of natives of Arp-os we' ' t>

read Argoi, and Arkitas, or as it is fometimes rendered,
98 Architse. People of thefe denominations did fettle in Pa-

leftine ; and occupied a great part of Syria. From thence

they came to Greece and Italy : though the Grecians have

reverfed the hiftory ;
and would perfuade us that they pro-

ceeded from Hellas, and more particularly from "
Argos.

The ultimate, to which we can apply, is Egypt. To this

country we muft look up for the original of this much mif-

taken people, the lonim, Arkitae, and Argonauts. Here was

the mod ancient city Theba : and from hence we may ob-

tain the beft accounts of thefe Colonies, which were difTufed

fo widely. Apollonius Rhodius mentions that the various

peregrinations
of the Argonauts were appointed by an

oracle ; and fays, that it came from Theba in Egypt.
100

E?iv yotg -srAoos aAAo?, ov AQctvct/rw
'

01

93 So the title was exprefied in Syria. The Goddefs upon mount Libanus was

ftyled Venus Architis. Macrob. Sat. L. i. c. 21.

99 Even among the Grecians the term Argivus was not of old confined to Ar-

gos. Agyiioii 01 EAAfli^;. All the Grecians, fays Hefychius, are Argiid. Hence

we may perceive, that though it was fometimes limited to one diftricT;, yet it was

originally taken in a greater latitude. Agyems e TBS 'EAAya ot araAx/o/ ^OLVTM

c'jwaAws 'srpoTnyoptvot'. Plutarch. Quaeft. Romanre. p. 272. It is ufed continually

in this acceptation by Homer.
108

L, 4. 260.

This
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This was the
city, where the Arkite rites in

J

Egypt were

firft inftituted ;
and from which all other cities called Theba

feem to have had their name. It flood high upon the Nile:

and if any body fhould a(k, whence it was fo denominated,

Nonnus can give a precife and determinate anfwer.

VOTlCt)

APXEFONOIO pgwros STrAgro 0/,&.

The purport of which, I think, is plainly, that Theba upon
the moft fouthern part of the JVile, in the remoteft region of

Egypt* was built, and named^ after the ark
% which was the true

and original Theba.

The chief title, by which the Argonauts were diftinguifii-

ed, was that of Minyae : the origin of which appellation has

been matter of debate among moft writers upon this fubjecl:.

The moft general account is, that there was a perfon named

Minyas, a king of Orchomenos in ThefTaly ; from whofe

daughters the Argonauts were in great meafure defcended.

3 Ta?
fjt.sv Agiwzg Mivvots

Kmfyvxov ^.aAa 'Erarra?, STTSI MIVVO.Q

Ot 'ETASifOJ, KCU
OLglfOl OL$

avrov

I fay in Egypt : for thefe rites came originally from Chnldea, being intro-

duced by the Cuthite Shepherds.
* D onyf. L. 41. p. 1068.
1

Apollon. L. i. v. 229.

T t t 2 The
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The Scholiaft upon Pindar fpeaks to the fame purpofe ; and

fays, that the Minyae were ct^aioy yevos, an ancient race, and

defcended from *
Minyas of Theflaly. This Minyas was the

{on of Callirrhoe, and Pofeidon : though Paufanias make*

him the fon of 5 ,Chmfes: and other writers vary ftill more

in their
6

opinions. Thefe genealogies are fictitious, and in-

confiftent ; and confequently not at all fatisfadtory. The Ar-

gonauts are enumerated by many authors
;
and are defcribed

as coming from places widely feparated : on which account

there could not have fubftfled between them the relation

here fuppofed. They could not be fo generally defcended

from a king of Orchomenos : for they are reprefented as na-

tives of very different regions. Some of them came from

Pylos, Taenarus, and Lacedaemon : others from Phocis, and

JEtolia.. There were others, who came from countries ftill

more remote : from 7

Thrace, and the regions about Mount

Hjemus ; alfo from Samos, Ephefus, and places in Afia.

I have already given fome intimations that the Minyae,

however expreffed, were no other than the worfliipers of the

4 To ef e rcav Mtvuuv ytvos a.p%atov
O.TTO M/yoa TH TTAB. YlXncnoygapoi fe x.tx.1

yftroves It Mivuctfa.t Qfafapunur. 'O yap Mivuos
-zzr^coTOS tip^ef Op%af*.evuov, Schol.

in Pindar. Olymp. Ode 13. p. 124.

Opxcr/jievov
Muweiov. Homer. Iliad. B.v. 511. ATTO TB A;os va. Schol. ibid.

ATTO Mooa T lo0'6J/j'b?-iz7aJfes xai KaAA;ppow?. Schol. in Lycoph. v. 874.
5

'Tio; yivSTon XPT2H MIVUCK, V.CLI O.TT ctwrd Mivucu. Pauian. L. 9. p. 783.
6
See Scholia upon Pindar. Pyth. Ode 4. p. 240. Alfo Schol. Apollon. L. i.

v. 230. Servius in Virg. Eclog. 4. v. 34.

Mjiuaw, Agysii&iiTUv' ori 01 -usXttei O.UTWV ^ O^o,ueya TB Mivveiti yau,v. Schol. in

Lycoph. v. 874.
7
Orpheus came from Thrace; alfo Zethus and Calais from the fame quarter:

Eurytus and Echion from Ephefus : Anceus from Samos ; Erginus from Miletus :

Deucalion from Crete : Therfanon from Andros, Hyginus. Fab. 14. p. 38.

10 Lunar
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Lunar Deity Menes : and under this title there occur people
in many different parts. We muft not then look for the

original of the term Minyae in Greece ; but from among
thofe people, through whom it was derived to the Hella-

dians. There were Minyae, or
8
Minnasi upon the Red Sea ;

Minyae near 9 Colchis ; a city Minya, and people denomi-

nated from it, in
10

Phrygia. In the iiland Sicily were Me-

naei, the fame as the Minyae in Greece. Their chief city

was " Menae near the country of the Leontini
; where the

emblem of the facred Bull was fo religioufly preferved. All

thefe places will be found to have been thus denominated

from the fame rites and wormip. The people, who were

called Minyae, or Menians, were Arkites : and this denomi-

nation they took from the Ark ;
and alfo from the Patriarch,

who was at times called Meen, Menes, and Manes. Thofe

therefore, who in any part of the world went under this ap-

pellation, will univerfally be found to have a reference to

the fame object. The principal, and probably the moft an-

cient, Minys, were thofe, whofe country is mentioned in
2
Nicolaus Damafcenus by the name of Minyas. This peo-

ple reflded at the bottom of Mount Ararat, where the Ark

AUTKO

"Mivvctioi Ti t Saa< TS. Dionyf. Tzrepmy. v. 959.

Minnseique tnaris prope Rubri littora vivunc. Prifcian. Periegefis. v. 888.

,, g&ccs iv TW
Gra.ga.7uq, TV; Envois S-aAa<r<rs. Steph. Byzant. See Strabo.

L. 16. 1 122.

9 Miny? appellati vel ab agro hujus nominis Colchorum, &c. Scrvius in Virg.

Eclog. 4. v. 34.
10

Mnvot TzrcAi; gTTaA/*< y^i <Pe
erfpa. typuyict,:. Steph. Byzant. Minya; in

Arcadia. Strabo. L. 8. p. 519.
"

Stephanus. Mevxt. See Cluver. L. 2. c. 7. Sicilia. p. 339. called now Minio.
'

Eufcb, Pra;p. Evang. L. 9. p. 414. wep TW M^oa/a f^eyoc opoi
Ex.au.

firft



510 THE ANALYSIS OF ANCIENT MYTHOLOGY.

firfl refted. I have mentioned, that they called this moun-
tain Baris from the appulfe of the facred fhip ; and retained

many memorials of the Deluge. At no great diftance, in

the fame region, was a city named n
Areas, and Area. The

Minnaei upon the Red Sea were Arabians, who all worshiped
the Lunar Deity. By this they did not refer to the Moon ;

but to the genius of the Ark, whom they ftyled Menith,

Maneth, and Mana. One of their chief cities was named
l *

Manna-Carta, from this Goddefs there worshiped. They
called her alfo Mather, and Mither, fimilar to the I5 Mithra

of the Periians : by which was iignified the mother of Gods,

and men. Of the Minys near Magnefia and mount Sipulus,

and in the neighbourhood of
'

Cibotus, I have taken notice

before. They preferved, as I have fhewn, wonderful evi-

dences of the Deluge : and many thought that the Ark itfelf

refted in their country, upon the mountains of Celaenae.

The Menaei in Sicily were fituated upon the river Menais.

They had traditions of a Deluge ; and a notion, that Deu-

calion was faved upon mount ^Etna ; near which was the city

Noa. There were of old Minyae in Elis, upon the river

Minyas, which ran by the city Arene, as we learn from

Homer. He renders it Minyeius.

" Antoninus, p. 148. p. 214. It is called Apxa by Hierocles Grammaticus,

p. 703. ibid.

u
Steph. Byzant. Pliny mentions Sabxi Minsei. L. 6. c. 28.

15 Selden de Diis Syris. Syntag. 2. p. 179. 180. Meneth is mentioned in the

Alcoran as an Arabian idol.

Their chief city was named Minua j
which Stephanus places tv TOIS

opiois TV*

17

18

7

Steph. Byzant. No<. Diodorus. L. n. p. 67.
''

Paui'anias. L. 5. p. 387.
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19
E?i $z Tig Td'QTa.fJLQg Mivvqiog si? aAa jSaAAwy,

EyyvQev APHNH2.

The city Arena is
literally

the city of the Ark. It feems to

have been fltuated upon a facred hill called
*

Sama-Coa,

near the grove and temple of lona : in all which names we

may fee a reference to the fame rites and hiftory. The

moft celebrated city of this name
[Mll/VO.)

was Orchomenes

in Theflaly ; which was fo denominated from the Lunar

God, and from the rites fpoken of above. Hence it was

alfo called Almon, and the region Almonia ; equivalent to

Aimon and Aimonia, by which it was alfo diftinguifhed,

Pliny affords evidence to the fame purpofe.
l

In Theflalia

autem * 3 Orchomenus Minyeus antea diclus, et oppidum

Almon, ab aliis Elmon. Oppidum Almon and Elmon fig-

nifies
literally the town of the God Lunus, or Deity of the

Ark : for the Ark, as I have repeatedly fhewn, was exprefled

and reverenced under the figure of a lunette. All the na-

tives of thefe cities called Magnefia, were properly Minyas,

and named from the fame worfhip. lolcos in Theflaly was

19
Iliad, A. v. 721.

3

It is rendered Samicon by Strabo. To FJLSV av 'Za.v.fx.tv e^~iv spy/mat. Ta^a /

v.ctt TK Agwns axfoTrsAiS X^-TOTO. EvrauQct. 3e KO.I IK. aAo-, rs rt IHNAION.
Strabo. L. 8. p. 532, 5^3. Sama-Con, fignum cielefte, five fignum Dei. Strabo

fuppofes that Samos and Samicon were fo named from Sama, high : STrnfn 2a,wbs

gxaAac TO. v^v- And Sama certainly had that, meaning : but in this place Sama

fignifies fignum ; fimilar to 00.^.0. and ow/xa, which were derived from it.

11

Steph. Byzant.
1

L. 4. c. 8. Harduin reads Salmon.
Z3 Orchomenus is a compound of Or-Chom-Men, three titles, v/hich need no

explanation.

the



512 THE ANALYSIS OF ANCIENT MYTHOLOGY.

the city of the Ark, and hence called alfo
** Lariffa : on

which account the ancient inhabitants were ftyled
2S

Minyas,
and the country

l6

Magnefia. As the name of the Deity
Meen and Manes was changed to Magnes ; fo the people
thence denominated had alfo the title of Magnetes : which was

the ufual appellation given to them by the natives of Aria.

Thus have I endeavoured to {Lew that the Argonautic ex-

pedition, as reprefented by the Greeks, was a fable : and I

have proceeded to afcertain the true object, to which it re-

lated. The Grecians in their accounts of the heroes have

framed a lift of perfons who never exifted. And had there

been fuch perfons, as they reprefented ; yet they would have

been far too few to have effected, what they are fuppofed to

have performed. Jafon has been efteemed the chief in all

their adventures. But this is a feigned perfonage, made out

of a facred title. Strabo takes notice of many temples in

the eaft called Jafonea, which were held in high reverence

by the natives of thofe
parts.

1? Toy
JJLSV

Ia<rovog V

sivcti TOL I&ITOVSICL 'H^coa, n^ctj^a, <r<pofyot,
UTTO TU

Marcellinus mentions the
28
mountain of Jafon near Ecba-

tana in Media : and in another place he reprefents that city

as fltuated at the bottom of this
*9 mountain. Some of

14
In Theffalia Larifla, aliquando lolcos. Mela. L. 2 c. 3.

; Ton IwAxei/ Miivzi u/e'ii'. Schol. Apollon. L,. i. v. 7-63. Mivuai quafi Ma-

vva.1. SelenitJE.

5

Mo/yi'/jcna, o-fjuttvvfjt.of TI\ ^upa,, Schol. Apollon. L. i. v. 584. Some make

lolcos the fame as Pagafe, where the Argo was built. Pagalae was in Magnefia.

vGiov Ma^vijwas. Schol. Apolloji. L. i. v. 238.
11 L. ii. p. 798.
a?

L. 2. p. 288.

19 L. 3. p. 289. Egbatana iub monte Jafonio.

thefe
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thefe temples flood in 3 Armenia: others were to be met

with as far off as the 3I

Pylas Cafpice, near Bactria, and Mar-

giana. In all thefe countries we may obferve names of

cities, which had a reference to the Arkite hiflory ; fuch as

1

Area,
33

LariiTa,
3+

Baris,
3S

Argos : and we have reafon to

infer that the temples of Jafon related to the fame event.

Some of thefe are mentioned by Juftin as of great antiquity,

and much reverenced ; which however Parmenio, the gene-

ral of Alexander, ruined. 36

Quce Parmenio, dux Alexandri,

poll multos annos dirui juflit. To fuppofe with Strabo,

that all thefe temples, and cities, iituated in regions fo re-

mote, were built by Jafon of Greece, would be idle. Be-

iides, there are writers, who mention the like memorials

ot the Argonauts among the Iberians, and Celts, upon the

great
37 Atlantic ; and all along the coaft of Hetruria. Ja- Jajo

fon was certainly a title of the Arkite God, the fame as

Areas, Argus, Inachus, and Prometheus : and the temples

were not built by him, but erecled to his honour. It is faid

Tot Icta-cvlia. -sroAAa^a KKI VM A />,<*<?
xai TJK MJW? 3

xai TUV

UT;; T37ruv 3 eiKvurat. Strabo. L. i. p. 77. and L. n. p. 769.

Opos fju-yct. UTrsp IK>V KaaTTfoii' -^ruAaJV sv
api^-epa. xac.tefs.ivov IcuTOi/Siot'. Ibid-

p. 798.
1

Hieronymus Grammat. apud Antonin. Icin. p. 703. A^xa. Antonini Itin.

p. 148. Areas.

33

Xenophon. Araf. p. 308. There was alfo a Larifla in Syria. Strabo. L. 16.

p. 1092.
14 Strabo. L. 1 1. p. 803. TVS Expire; rswi upon mount Taurus near Egbatana:

the fame probably as the Jafoneum.
'"

Aoyo^ spigot u-^nfav -roo5 TU Tavfw. Strabo. L. 12. p. Sir.
36 L. 42. c. 3.
37 Diodor. Sic. L. 4. p. 259.

VOL. II. U u u of
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of this perfonage, that, when a child, he underwent the fame:

fate as Ofiris, Perfeus, and Dionufus :
5S in area opertus et

claufus eft, tanquam mortuus : He was concealed and flout up

in an Ark^ as if he had been dead. Juftin places him in the

fame light as Hercules, and Dionufus : and fays that by moft

of the people in the aft he was looked up to as the founder

of their nations ; and had divine honours paid to him.
39

Itaque Jafoni totus ferine Oriens ut conditori, divinos ho-

nores, templaque conftituit. I fufpecl, that ^Efon, Jafon,.
40

Jafion, and Jafius, were originally the fame title ; though
at this time of day we cannot perhaps readily arrive at the

purport. Argos was ftyled Jafon ; which further confirms

me, that it was an Arkite title. Eurymachus in Homer
tells Penelope, that fhe would have a greater number of

lovers,

* j

Strabo alfo mentions *a

Jafon Argos, and Hippium. The

38 Natalis Comes. L. 6. p. 315.
39

Juftin. L. 42. c. 3. p. 589. Tacitus. Annal. L. 6. c. 34.
40

It may be worth while to fee the hiflory, which the mythologifts give of thefe

perfonages. Jafus was the fon of Argus. Apollodorus. L. i. p. 59, 60.

Jafius, Janigena, tempore Deucalionis, cujus nuptiis interfuit 16, Hoffman

from Berofus.

latnwc A//.Tpo5 fpxo-Qsi;. See Servius in .^Eneid. L. 3. v. 168. 170. Iw latr.a

Swyctrvp. Paufan. L. 2. p. 145. lao-e ^wyoios. Ibid. L. 5. p. 412. vEfon was re-

ftored to fecond youth.

Auftor Reditus.
41

Odyff. 2. v. 245.
1

A%O,'IKOV Ap>o;, lacroy, *i 'Iinnoy, 'iTTro^ororj Tlihoiffymov, L. 8. p. 568.

9 fame
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fame is repeated by Hefychius. Hence I am led to think,

that all thofe temples, mentioned by Strabo under the name

of Jafonea, were temples of 43

Argos, the Ark. Many of

them were in Armenia, the region of the moft ancient Mi-

nyre, in the vicinity of mount Baris ; where the Ark really

refted, and where the memorials of the Deluge were reli-

gion fly preferved.

4 ' The temple of Juno Argiva, among the Lucanians in Italy, was faid to have

ben built by Jafon. Strabo. L. 6. p. 386.

Uuua THE





THE

CONCLUSION.

THESE
inftances of Arkite worfliip-in the Gentile world .s

I thought proper to enumerate and difplay : as it is a /Ju/, a JuLjcdt

fubjedl very curious and interefting, and at the fame time
hcmi,

quite new, having hitherto been overlooked, and neglected.

From what has been faid, I think, it is plain, however the '// <^
tU4 Mfn A.*

Grecians may have taken the hiftory to themfelves, that the

Argo was the facred fhip of Ofiris ; and confequently no other

than the Ark. The fhrines, where it was reverenced, were J

efteemed oracular ; and the priefts who officiated, had among
other titles that of Cabiri. And it is probable, that both

they and their oracle are alluded to by Mofes, when he pro-

hibits that particular kind of divination, which he ftyles<$<_*^ utu# (t/

nan, nan,
'

Chabar, Chabar. The rites were certainly of high

antiquity: and though they began very foon in Egypt; yet t^ fa \

they feem to have been of ftill earlier date among; the people'
.

of Babylon and Chaldea. I imagine that they commenced in
' *

the ancient city Erech, which was built by
" Nimrod ;

and
.^ Jh iacfc

'

Deuteronomy, c. 18. v. ir.
.

3>ar-m* 0** 1f*

1
Generis, c. 10. v. 10. aUcUJ / ^*" Jout&

<i
d

t ^
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was called Erecca, and Aracca, by the Grecians. They

probably prevailed in other cities of the country, efpecially

at Barfippa ; if that were not another name for the fame

place, as I have reafon to fufpecl.
The name Area, which

was current in other regions, fecms to be no other than

Arecca contracted : and I am induced to believe, that Ar-

eas, Argos, Arguz, were the fame term with different termi-

nations. The Deity of Erech was undoubtedly the original

Ere&heus. The Chaldeans expreffed it Erech-Thoth, ana-

logous to Pirom-Thoth, or Prometheus ; and by it they de-

noted the Arkite God. The Grecians took this perfonage

to themfelves, and fuppofed that he had reigned in Attica.

But I have mentioned, that when Solon was in Egypt, and

heard the hiftory of the Atlantians, and of other colonies,

from that country, he found the name of 3

Ereftheus, and of

many other perfonages, at the head of their lifts, which

ftood foremoft in the lifts of Greece. Hence it is plain that

they were adventitious, and fore'ign to his nation, which had

through ignorance adopted them. Erech-Thoth, or Eredl-

heus, was certainly a Deity : and who was alluded to under

this character may be known by his department. Zeus by
*

Lycophron is ftyled Eredheus : and the Scholiaft tells us,

that it was alfo a title of Pofeidon. s

EgsyyWs Tlotrsiouv, y o

Zsvg. Athenagoras fays exprefly, that the Athenians wor-

fhiped him as the Deity of the fea.
6

A$/)W0 Egeyyei Ho-

? Plato. Critias. vol. 3. p. no. See alfo page 190 of this volume.
< V. 158.
5 Ibid. Ereftheus is Aof^-Qeo?. Deus Architis.
6

Legatio. p. 812. Plutarch in Lycurgus mentions
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Svsi. Eridhonius was the fame perfonage whom Mi-

nerva was fuppofed to have inclofed in an Ark. 7

E^cnj
mi

naytJ0<rw Jowaf <pa.<Tiv A&rivoLV %y.Q&i<ra.v st KIB&TON. He
was depofited in this Ark in a ftate of childhood

; and re-

prefented under the emblem of an infant, whofe lower parts

ended in a ferpent. Others defcribed him as guarded by a

ferpent, which twined
s
round him. His reputed daughters

were priefteffes
of the Ark : one of which feems to have

been guilty of fome profanation of the myfteries intrufted to

her ;
and upon this account were fuppofed to have incurred

the anger of Minerva. Ovid fpeaks of Eridthonius, as a per-

fon who had no mother, and has handed down a curious

epitome of his hiflory.

9 Pallas Eridthonium, prolem fine matre creatam,

Clauferat Adteo texta de vimine cifta :

Virginibufque tribus, gemino de Cecrope natis,

Servandam tribuit, fed enim inconfefTa, quid eflet :

Et legem dederat, fua ne fecreta viderent.

One of them however, milled by a fatal curiofity, took off

the cover of the Ark, and difclofed the hidden myftery to

her fifters.

Aglauros nodofque manu diducit ; et intus

Infantemque vident, exporredlumque draconem.

Eri&honius feems as a name to be a compound of Erech, the

7 Paufanias. L. i. p. 41.
*

nffea-7reipxfjt.fvov fya.x.ov^ct.. Apollodorus. L. 3. p. .156.
9 Ovid. Metamorph. L. 2. v. 553.

Arkitc



-*2O THE ANALYSIS OF A'NCIENT MYTHOLOGY,
^

Arkite title ;
and Thon or Thonius, which was an oriental

term, and poflibly had the fame meaning as
yiiygyj^. Paufa-

nias fpeaks of him as an earth-born perfonage ; one who

had no real
I0

father. Ovid above had defcribed him as

having no mother. Ere&heus likewife had the title of
"
yq-

ywt. He was faid to have firft introduced the ufe of corn ;

.and his daughter was named "
rLgwTQysvsioi. There was a

remarkable tenlple, and ot great antiquity, in Argolis,

named Arachnaon. It was fuppofed to have been built in

the time of Inachus : and clofe to it was an altar, upon
which they only made offerings, when they wanted to obr

tain 13
>rain. Arach-naos in the mafculine is literally the

temple of Arech : and the hiftory, with which it is accom-

panied, (hews to what the building referred, and for what

purpofe it was creeled.

I have mentioned Theba in Egypt as the moft ancient

Arkite temple : but this muft be fpoken with a deference
*i

to chaldea, and Babylonia: for from this quarter thefe rites

originally proceeded. And the principal place where they

'., ntJ f were firft inftituted, I fhould imagine to have been Erech,
\jf- JWJtt,

mentioned as one of the cities, which were firft founded in

the
' 4 world. It is to be obferved, that there were two ci-

ties of this name in different provinces, yet at no very great

diftance .from each other. Bochart fpeaks of them as one

to
L. i. p. 8.

"
Herod. L. 8. c. 55. Eps%9os ry yyyevsx As>ojw=ra ris.

SI
Sirdas.

! Paufanias. L. c. p. 169. Arach-Naos may relate to a perfonage, the fame as

Inachus ; .'or the term Naos had a twofold reference.

'*
Genefis. c. 10. v. 10.

and
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and the fame
' 5

place : but Herodotus, to whom he appeals,

diftinguimes them in a moft plain and precife manner. As

they were fo near to each other, and likely to be confounded

from this identity of name, the natives took care to give to

each an effectual mark of diftinction. The one they ftyled

And-Erech, the other Ard-Erech, the Anderica, and Ar-

derica of Herodotus. The former was in Suliana to the

eaft of the Tigris, not far from fome fiery pools, whence pro-

ceeded
l6
bitumen. Ard-Erech, or Arderica, was in a region

equally inflammable. It ftood below Babylon, to the weft

of the Tigris, and upon the river Euphrates ; which river,

that it might not deluge their grounds, the Chaldeans had

made fo to wind, that a perfon in going up the ftream touch-

ed three times at Ard-Erech in his way to I7

Babylon. Mar-

cellinus takes notice of Anderica in Sufiania by the name of
8 Arecha ; and mentions the pools of bitumen. Herodotus

gives a like I9

hiftory of the place : and Tibullus alfo takes

notice of its fiery ftreams.

Ardet Araccceis aut unda perhofpita campis.

As we are certain from the above, that Andrica in Sufiana

was the name of the city Erech compounded ;
we may fairly

!

Geographia Sacra. L. 4. p. 236.
16

Herod. L. 6. c. 119.

T $t Kvfjiy %1'ofJLtx. t^-iyfs TWV a.Trixi'teT'a.i o 'E'jtponii
1
'', Apffoixx' KOC.I luv ci KV

::3W,.^a'!'T< O.TTO TM^c T)i; ^aAa(7(7))> ft Baft;Aw:'/a, xaraTrAeoi'Tc? es TOT Eutyomw

tzroT,wor, Tpjs
ie e TW avnv xtapinv ztrapa^iwi'Ta/, v.aa tv Tciat njugpjfa?. Herod.

L. I. c. 185.
s

L. 2^. p. 287. It is called Arecca by Ptolemy.
" L. 6. c. 119.

5

L. 4. Carmen ad Meffalam. v. 142.

VOL. II. X x x infer,
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infer, that Arderica in Babylonia was the fame : though the

purport of the term, which difcriminates, may not be eafy to

be deciphered. Indeed it is not certain, but that Arderica

was the Erech or Aracea of Tibullus : for there were erup-

tions of fiery matter in many parts of Shinar, and-
11

Baby-

lonia, as well as about Suflian.

I have obferved that Erech was probably Arecha, or the

city of the Ark : and we accordingly find it by the Hebrew

commentators exprefTed
"

?ia"itf, Arcua ; and Ezra takes no-

tice of the natives of n
Erech, whom he ftyles the people of

mtf
; and places them in the vicinity of Perfis, Babylonia,

and Sufhan. The Seventy mention thefe nations in the

fame fituation and order ; and they are together rendered

Apa^cra/oj, Agy^vouoi, Ba&^&wo;, Safrayop^a/oi.
From hence

I am further induced to believe that the Archuaei of Erech

were Arkites
; whichever city we may treat of. But there

is a remarkable circumftance, which, I think, determines the

point fatisfactorily. Erech by the Arab interpreter is ren-

dered Al-Bars, or Al Baris, ona SK. Upon which Bochart ob-

ferves,
24 Erech quorfum ab Arabe reddatur Al Bars non video.

Al Bars, or, as it fliould. be rendered, Al-Baris, fignifies the

Ark : and Erech Al Baris denotes plainly the Arkite city

1

Campus Babylonia flagrat quadam veluti pifcina jugeri magnitudine. Pliny..

L. 2. c. 107. p. 123. See alfo Herod. L. t. c. 179.
"

Michaelis Geograph. Hebrceorum Extera. p. 220.
"

5 Ezra. c/4. v. 9. For this obfervation I am indebted to the very learned pro-

fijfior Michaelis ;
from whom however in this one inftance, refper.ing the fituation'

of Erech, I am obliged to difient.

14
Geog. Sac. L. 4. p. 237. Edit. Paris. See alfo Michaelis Geog. Heb. Ex-

tera, p. 225.

Erech.
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Erech. Arab authority in this cafe, mufl, I think, have

great weight. Cities had often many names, and titles ; as

we may learn from Paufanias, Stephanus, and others. EdeiTa

in Mesopotamia was called both ^
Erech, and Orchoe, fimilar

to two cities in Babylonia. It is remarkable, that Ptolemy,
in enumerating the moft famous cities in thofe parts, omits

Charrhae, or Haran. He however makes mention of
l6

Attbawt,

Labana, the city of Laban, the Moon ; which, from what has

preceded, we may be afTured, was the fame place under a dif-

ferent appellation. By thefe means it often happened that the

ancient name was eclipfed by a later title. This, I am per-

fuaded, was the cafe of Erech, or Arech, which has been loft

in the name of Barfippa. For Barfippa is a compound of Bars,

or Baris-Ippa ; two terms which are precifely of the fame

purport as Arech, whofe inhabitants are fcyled
27

A^yafoj,
or Arkites. Hence it is, that Arech has been by the Arab

tranflator Saad very juftly rendered El Bars, or Baris. For

Aracha and Baris are fynonymous terms ;
and Ippa or Hippa

is of the fame purport. As EdefTa was ftyled both Erech and

Orchoe, fome have been led to feek for Ur of Chaldea in the

upper regions of Mefopotamia. But thefe were fecondary

names ;
which belonged primarily to two cities in the plains

of Shinar, and to the fouth of Babylon. Ptolemy diftinguifhes

Edeffa from the original Orchoe
;
and gives us the Situation

of thefe places fo precifely, that they cannot be miftaken.

; Michaelis fupra. See alfo Bayeri Hiftoria Ofrhoena.
'

Tab. Urhium Infig. apud Geographos Vet. minores. Vol. 3. p. 36.
7 Ezra. c. 4. v. 9. Verf. LXX. Arecca, Arecha, and Archa, are only variations

of the fame term ,
and Ippa, and Baris related to the fame objeft, being perfectly

fynonymous.
X x x 2 Longitude
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Longitude. Latitude.
28

Edefla 72. 30. 37. 30.

Babylon 79. oo. 35. oo.

Barfippa 78. 45. 33. 20.

Orchoe 78. 10. 32. 30.

I have attempted to fhew, that Barfippa was the fame as

Erech, or Aracca: and we find from its appropriated diftances

that it lay in the land of Shinar, and in the province called

now 29 Irac ;
and in a fituation between Orchoe and Babylon.

It is reprefented as a famous feminary; and the city Orchoe

had the fame character. The natives of each are mentioned

by
3 Strabo as Chaldeans by race, and of great fkill in aftro-

nomy : and he adds, that Barfippa was facred to Artemis, and

Apollo ;
and had a great manufacture of linen. I wifh that

he had fpoken of the Deities by their provincial titles ; for

by thefe the hiftory of the place might have been illuftrated

greatly. The latter circumftance, of Barlippa being famous

for weaving, is another inducement to believe it to be the

city, which I imagine. Erech was particularly celebrated

upon this account. Hence the fpider for its curious web

was flyled Arachana, contracted Arachna. And the Poets

18
Ptolem. de Urbibus Infig. See Geog. Gr. Minor. Vol. 3. See Strabo con-

cerning Barfippa. L. 16. p. 1075.
19 The province ftill retains the name of Irac, the fame as Erech, though the

city, from whence it was derived, has long fince loft it. Orchoe was certainly no

other than the ancient city Ur of the Chaldees. Orchoe, according to my analyfis,

fignifies Ori Domus, velTemplum.
! Fie calls the place Borfippa. E<p e KO.I ruv XAJa:<wi' run

a^f.ovajj.i-x.uv ytv/i

*
xtx.1 yap Op^in'oi Ttvis 'Kr^cra.yopfiiovTa.i,

Y.OU Tjopunnrwoi. Eoga-tTTTroc. lepoc..
"S7o-

iv
ApTfjocj/cis, jccti ATroAAwos, ^.ivapyeiov ^ya.. L. 16. p. 1074.

fabled
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fabled that this infect was once a 3I

virgin, who for fkill in

weaving vied with the Goddefs of wifdom. The looms of

Erech are continually alluded to in the poetry, and mytho-

logy of the ancients : and the hiftory is always fo circum-

ftanced, that we may be afTured, that the city referred to

was the Erech of Babylonia, Pliny has a remarkable paf-

fage, wherein he tells us,
3* fufos in lanificio Clofter filius

Arachnes ; iinum et retia Arachne (invenifTe fertur). It is

to be obferved that the ancients formed perfonages out of

places ; and made the natives the children of thofe perfon-

ages. The term Clofter, which Pliny introduces as a proper

name, is Greek for an artificer in weaving. With this al-

lowance the purport of Pliny's account will be found to fignify

that the firft man^ who wove, and who invented the fpindle for

carrying on the manufacture of wool
',
was a native of

" Erech :

in which place like-wife the weaving of linen^ and making of nets

was frft found out. The hiftory is curious ; but has been

almoft ruined by the manner, in which it has been tranf-

mitted. The Poet Nonnus fpeaks of Erech by the name

of Arachne, and mentions the manufactures, for which it

was fo famed : but reprefents it as a Perfic city, and near

the Tiris.

34 Ka;
'sro^s

tz'O'.xi'ha, ttrsvha, ra
isrzg

Ts^vio<raTo
1

31 Ov;a fuppofes this perfonage to have been ofLydia: but Arachne by oiiicr

v.-;-iters is ftyled Babylonica.
3i L. 7. c. 56.
"
By the city Arachne is meant Civitas Arachana. Eryx in Sicily was properly

Erech, and denominated from the fame rites.

3* L. 18. p. 326. Edit. Plant. 1569.

TherQ
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There were in Babylonia canals of communication, which

led from the Euphrates to the Tigris : fo that the cities fitu-

ated upon them might be referred to either river. What

the poet means by ftyling Arachne, which was of Babylonia,

Ferric, may be known from his giving the fame title to the

35

Euphrates, upon which river the city was properly iitu-

ated ;
and from whence he mentions thefe valuable commo-

dities to have been fent abroad.

36

NIJ^SWJ (Jtv
Tctk JWa 'sroAuT^OTra*

<5Ws Js
xa^jj

APAXNH5).

The river here fpoken of was affuredly in Babylonia : and

v/e may, from what has been faid, perceive, that Erech, or

Arachne, was a city of the fame country upon the Euphrates,

at no great diftance from the Tigris ;
and that it was the

fame as Bars-ippa, the city of the Ark.

Thus far I have ventured to proceed in my Analyfis of

ancient Mythology; and in the explanation of thofe hiero-

o-lyphics,
under which it was defcribed. And though I have

not advanced fo far, as I could have wifhed
; yet what I

have faid may ferve for a clue to others : fuch as perhaps

may lead them to a more intimate and fatisiactory knowledge.

Thefe emblems in the firft ages feem to have been rimilar in

moft countries : and to have almoft univerfally prevailed.

The facred writers often allude to them : and many of them

35 After that the Aflyrians, and Perfians, had been in poflcfiion of Babylonia, and

Chaldea, the country was at times looked upon both as an Aflyrian, and Perfic pro-

vince : and the cities were repreiented accordingly both as Perfic and Aflyrian cities.

36 Nonnus. L. 42. p. 747. I read BreAo^ahTaAa eifcara: the common reading

is T!roA'.'caiJaAc.y tif&.

were
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were retained even in the church of God. For the fymbol
thus admitted was a very proper memorial : and all the em-

blems were originally the beft that could be devifed to put

people in mind of what had paffed in the infancy of the world.

The whole was defigned as a difplay of God's wifdom and

goodnefs ; and to tranfmit to lateft pofterity memorials of

the prefervation of mankind. The fymbols in ancient times

were inftead of writing , harmlefs, if not abufed : nay of great

confequence when directed to a proper purpofe. Such were

the Serpent, the Ark, the Iris, the Dove ; together with

many others, to which there are apparent allurions in Scrip-

ture. Thefe were known to the Ifraelites before their de-

fcent into Egypt : being originally from that country beyond
the flood, where their fathers of old refided. And when

properly applied, they were as innocent as the elementary

characters, by which the fame hiftories were in aftertimes re-

corded. The lifting up of the ferpent in the wildernefs was

as proper a prophetic designation, and as pertinent to the

people, to whom it was exhibited, as the purport would have

been, if exprefTed by letters, and written at length upon a

tablet. It is true, that thefe fymbols were at laft perverted
-

y

and the memorials above mentioned degenerated into ido-

latrous rites, and worfhip. It was accordingly the purpofe

of Providence, in its difpenfations to the Ifraelites, to with-

draw them from this idolatry of the Gentiles : and this was

effected, not by denying them the ufe of thofe characters,

which were the current types of the world, and to which

they had conftantly been ufed ; but to adapt the fame to a

better purpofe, and defeat the evil by a contrary destination.

2 Upon
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Upon the refting of the Ark upon Mount Bans, 1 the ap-

pearance of the Bow in the clouds, it pleafed ( . to make a

covenant with man, and to afford him fome racious pro-
mifes. A memorial of this was preferved i the Gentile

world. They reprefented this great event un r the type of

an Ark, as I have before fhewn ; which the ityled Barith,

in allufion to the covenant. Some ages aft< .mother cove-

nant of a more peculiar nature was made by the Deity with

the pofterity of Abraham ; and a la\v w- ivorm'lired. f^nn

mount Sinai. In confequence of this, a:,' r An- , divine

appointment was framed, feemingly in ior ior-

mer; and this too was called the Ark . This

I mention, becaufe many perfons have been n.ia'"~n> hud-

ing fometimes the fame fymbols among the ilgypnans, is

were to be found in the ordinances of the iira-"'i:es. B.;Ji

Spencer, and Marfham have animadverted upon -:his : and

feem to have carried their notions too far ;
for from th i

one might be induced to imagine that the law of Mofes was

in a manner founded upon the rites of Egypt. But there is

not the leaft reafon for iuch a furmife. The religion of the

two nations was effentially different : and though fome fym-

bols were fEmilar, yet it does not follow, that they were bor-

rowed from that quarter. They were many of them general

types, of great antiquity-, and known to the whole world. I

know of no term, which occurs fo often figuratively among
the. facred writers, as that of a horn. By this they denoted

-any thing fupereminent, and powerful. They were forbid-

den to make any reprefentation of ftone or metal : fo that we

have no inftance from them of its being ever reprefented to

the
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the eye. The fame was a fymbol among the Egyptians :

They copied it in (lone and brafs : and affixed the reprefen-

tation of a horn to the ftatues of their Kings and Deities t

But though this was a common emblem in thefe two nations,

it does not follow, that one borrowed it from the other. For,

as I before faid, it was a general type of early date, and in al-

moft univerfal acceptation. In every nation of old, to whofe

hirtory we can gain accefs, it was an* emblem of affluence

and power.
I have taken notice, that the mod early defection to ido-

latry conrifted in the adoration of the Sun, and the worfhip
of Daemons, ftyled Baalim. Who thefe were, could not be

a fecret to Mofes ; nor to many of the facred writers; Yet,

though they fpeak of this worfhip with deteftation^ it is cu-

rious to obferve, with what delicacy they treat the fubjeci,

and what a veil is drawn- over this myfterious iniquity. Net

a word is faid about the origin of this idolatry : nor the leaft

hint given to fliew, who they were to whom this undue re-

verence was tendered. For of all reverential regard, none is

fo liable to lapfe into an idolatrous veneration as that, which

is paid to the memory of friends departed : more efpecially,

if fuch perfons were the founders-of families, and benefaclors;

men, who had endeared themfelves by their good works,

and been a blefling to pofterity. This is evident from the

adoration, ftill paid to their anceftors by many people in the

eaft. It is a feeming duty the moft plaufible of any; and at

the fame time the moft captivating. Hence the iilence of

the facred writers upon a fubjedt of fuch feeming importance:

purpofe it appears to have been, that, if ever the

VOL. II. Y y y great



530 THE ANALYSIS OF ANCIENT MYTHOLOGY.

great objecl:
of this idolatry mould be loft, it might lie in

oblivion j and never be again retrieved ;
at leaft to no ill pur-

pofe. The Jews by thefe means loft light of the original,

and were weaned from the worfhip : and the Gentiles, who
continued the rites, did not know to whom they were di-

rected : fo blind was their procefs. In fliort, they were

plunged in the depth of darknefs for ages, till they became at

laft confcious of their lituation. This rendered them the ni,ore

ready to return to the light, as foon as an opening was made.

I have dwelt long upon the hiftory of the Deluge, be-

caufe I thought it a fubjecl; of great moment : and as the

fyftem, upon which I proceeded, was new, it required a

more thorough difcuflion, to remove every prejudice, which

might arife. Some have been induced to think, that this

event was partial ;
and confined to a particular people, and

province. Others, becaufe they could not account for the

means, have looked upon the whole as a fable. By the Mo-

faic hiftory we are allured, that the calamity was univerfal ;

that all flefh died, excepting eight perfons, who were provi-

dentially preferved : that the world was afterwards renewed

in one man ; and that from his three fons all the nations

upon earth were derived. It has been my purpofe through-

out to eftablifh thefe great truths : to bring evidence from

every age, and from every nation, to which we can gain ac-

cefs, in fupport of the hiftory, as it has been delivered by
Mofes. We accordingly find it a circumftance univerfally

known : and however the memorials may have been abufed,

yet traditions of it were kept up with great reverence in all

the rites, and ceremonies of the Gentile world. And it is ob-

5 . fervable,
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fervable, that the farther we go back, the more vivid the traces

appear efpecially in thofe countries, which were neareft to the

fcene of action. But the reverfe of this would happen, if the

whole were originally a fable. The hiftory would not only

be lefs widely diffuied ;
but the more remote our refearches,

the lefs light we fhould obtain : and however we might ftrain

our fight, the objects would by degrees grow faint ; and the

fcene terminate in clouds and darknefs. Beiides this, there

would not be that correfpondence and harmony in the tra-

ditions of different nations, which we fee fo plainly to have

fubfifted. This could not be the refult of chance : but mufl

neceffarily have arifen from the fame hiftory being univerfally

acknowledged. Thefe evidences are derived to us through

the hands of people, who were of different ages, and coun-

tries ; and confequently widely feparated from each other :

and what is extraordinary, in many inftances they did not

know the purport of the data, which they have tranfmitted,

nor the value and confequence of their intelligence. In their

mythology they adhered to the letter, without conjfidering

the meaning : and acquiefced in the hieroglyphic, though

they were ftrangers to the purport. In refpect to ourfelves,

it muft furely be deemed providential, not only that thefe

hiftories have been tranfmitted to us ;
but that after an in-

terval of fo long date we fhould be enabled to fee into the

hidden myftery; and from thefe crude materials obtain fuch

fatisfactory truths. *And this too, as I have before obferved,

when the whole was a fecret to the perfons, through whofe

hands the knowledge is derived. We may therefore apply to

them the words of the Poet :

Y y y 2



532 THE ANALYSIS OF ANCIENT MYTHOLOGY..

Khvovrsg 8#

"Herodotus lived early, and was a man of curiofity and ex-

perience ; one, who for the fake of knowledge had travelled

over a variety of countries. If any perfon could have ob-

tained an infight into the Theology of the times, in which

he lived, he bad fair to have obtained it. But he fhews that

it was all a dreary profpecl: : that he could find nothing fa-

tisfaftory, in which he might confide. As he was felicitous

to obtain fome information, he betook himfelf to " Dodona;

and made inquiry among the priefts of that temple ; which

was reputed the moft ancient in Greece. But they ingenu-

oufly owned that they did not know, who the Deities were,

to whom they made their offerings. They had indeed di-

ftinguimed them by names and titles ; but thofe were adven-

titious, and of late ?s date in comparifon of the wormip,
which was of great antiquity. Hence the author concludes

with this melancholy confeillon, concerning the Gods of his

country,
" that he did not know how they came firft into

the world ; nor how long they had been in it : nor could he

tell, what fort of beings they were. He believed that their

nature, and origin, had always been a fecret ; and that even

7
riurQzi'0[j.trGS urea IUOIT-X.W eiv. Herod. L. 2. c. 50.

E&t-'ot' cTs -arai'Tei vrDoTifov 01 DeAao-^oi 3-goi<n t7rtv%ifJ.i'oi t to<> > tv AsDOuvn ct-fa.

ciX-wcts. eTuviiij.iw ^ y/1

'

Bi/o/t/a TO;U!'TO udtvi avTiw, a
yoc.^

cmmotaix.? KM. Ibid.

c. 5?. See page ^09. of the firft volume of this work.

X;wa t-roAAa ef(6^gA6o'Tos e-jru^jv-ro IK T;?; AI^UTTTH ctTrtKoulyx. TCZ wofj.ix.ra.

Tcav Srtbiv xrA. Herod, ibid.

'
Ej'Gei'tfg fytvt-rv ex.a.^~os TWV 0-:wi', SITB Je asi YIVO.V zra.vTSS, 0x0101 cTe T<i'f5 TX

ay. j)7r/f itx.ro p-i^-pi a Tvpuw re xcti ^6??, M; UTTHV Ao^/w. Herod, fnpra.

9 the
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the Pelafgi, who firft introduced them, and their rites, were

equally unacquainted with their 4
hiftory.

From whence the falutary light has proceeded, by which

we have been directed in our progrefs, need not be pointed
out. The Gentile hiftories of themfelves could not have af-

forded the information here fpoken of. If they could, it

certainly would have been no fecret to a people fo intelligent,

as the Grecians, in whofe hands thefe memorials were pre-
ferved. But we find, that it was hidden from them. We
live in better days : and whatever light may have been ob-

tained towards the elucidation of thefe hidden truths, has

been owing to the facred records. Thefe were little known
to the Gentile world : fo that they could not avail themfelves

of this great advantage. We have both the mythology of the

ancients, and the fcriptural account to direct us : and by

comparing thefe together we can difcern the latent purport
of many hiftories, to which the Grecians were ftrangers. In

the Mofalc writings we have the native truth
; from which

the Gentiles were continually receding. They varied fo

much, and every reprefentation was fo extravagant, that at

firft fight there feems fcarce any fimilitude of the object from

whence they drew. All appears dark, and confufed ;
fo that

we almoft defpair of an explanation. But upon a nearer in-

fpettion there is a more favourable appearance. For though
the copy is faded, and has been abufed, yet there are fome

traces fo permanent, fome of the principal outlines fo diftinct,

that, when compared with the original, the true character

cannot be miftaken. I do not here mean, that the ancients

40
Herod. L. 2. c. 30.

copied
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copied from the. fcriptures : I am fpeaking of primitive tra-

ditional hiftories, to which in their mythology they contin-

ually referred : thofe hiftories, which were every where cor-

rupted, excepting in the writings of Mofes.

The certainty of an univerfal Deluge is of great confe-

quence to be proved ; as the hiftory of the antediluvian

world, and all the religious truths, with which it is attended,

depend upon it. Not that the Mofaic hiftory ftands in need

of any foreign evidence to an ingenuous and unprejudiced

mind. But there are perfons in the world, who with a

fmall {Hare of reading and philofophy prefume to arraign the

divine Hiftorian ; and by a fpecious way of writing have

had an undue influence upon others. This makes it neeeflary

to accumulate thefe additional proofs : and I have accord-

ingly taken thefe pains towards the recovery of loft evidence

in favour of this great event : that from the univerfal affent

of mankind the truth might be afcertained. Much light

will continue to accrue in the progrefs of the enfuing work,
when I come to treat of the firft nations upon earth.

Thus far we have been in a manner travelling up hill, in

order to arrive at this point of profpect. Having with no

fmall labour gained this eminence, it will be eafy for us to

look down, and take a view of the great occurrences, which

happened afterwards, upon the increafe of mankind. It will

appear, that jealoufies arofe, and feuds enfued : and the fons

of men were at laft feparated, and difperfed towards the four

winds of heaven. And when navigation commenced, and

the feas were explored, we {hall find, that colonies went

out, and new fettlements were made, till the earth was peo-

pled
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pled to its remoteft regions. I have before made mention of

one family in particular, which was daring and enterprizing

to a great degree ;
and at the fame time gifted with uncom-

mon fagacity and knowledge. Thefe overran a great part of

the earth ;
fo that traces of them are to be found in the moft

diftant countries. Of this people, and the occurrences in.

the firft ages, it will be my next buiinefs to take notice. I

fhall dwell long upon the hiftory of the Chaldeans, as con-

tained in thofe valuable extracts from Berofus, which have

been ftrangely perverted : alfo upon the hiftory of the Egyp-
tians, and their dynafties, which will afford wonderful light.

It will be my endeavour to {hew, that there fubfifts a perfect

correfpondence between them, and the Mofaic hiftory, as far

as the latter extends. It is moreover to be obferved, that in

the records of thefe nations, there are contained memorials

of many tranfactions, which were fubfequent to the age of

Mofes ; and of others, which were foreign to his fyftem, yet

very neceffary to be known. I fhall therefore treat of them

at large ; as they contain events of great confequence, and

afford the only bads, upon which the hiftory of mankind can

be founded.

END OF THE SECOND VOLUME,
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