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TRAVELS

IR

I T ALY

THE RESIDENCE OF THE POPE.

SIMPLE as my own dwelling may be, I

should not wish to exchange it for
that of the pope. We there find nothing
but immense rooms and saloons, plastered
with brick-stones, sparingly furnished, and
covered with indifferent paintings on the
walls. - Here the head of the catholic reli-
gion lives in all his pious humility.

Monte Cavallo has been preferred to the
other papal palaces on account of the salu-
brity of its air, and with very good reason ;
but I am astonished at its comfort having
been neglected in such a degree. We do

VOL. 1V. B ' ’



RESIDENCE OF THE POPE,

A
not find a single chair here ; but hundreds

of wooden benches, without any cushions
"on them, and the seats of which serve also as
“drawers to lock something up in. They are
painted marble-grey; and on each of them-
stand the words Pius VI1I. Pontifex Maxi-
mus, in order to remind us of their being
in the newest Roman fashion.

A ‘long gallery is hung with painted
colossal angels; that either leer on the aston-
shed visitor, or frighten him by stretching
against him their distorted limbs. A
Madonna of Carlo Maratti, and a paint-
ing by Titian, hang in a saloon in which a
single chair behind a table marks out the
spot where the pope eats his solitary dinner
at noon. '

The chapel-room is well painted in fresco
by Guido. The artist has chosen the do-
mestic life of the Holy Virgin for his sub-
ject. We discover Mary at her needle-
work, sewing swaddling-clothes ; and be-
hind her some pretty little angels looking
on with such eagerness as if they were
anxious to learn how to do it themselves.—
Au inscription on a marble plate, mention-



PALACE OF THE CESARS. s

ing that the fugitive king of Sardinia with
his family had received the sacrament from
the hand of the pope himself in this room, is
considered as very |mportant. _

The most valuable objects in this pahce,
are the antiques lately found at Ostia
which have been set up in a long and wide
gallery, but rather confusedly. The bust
of a youth among them is excellently
done, and undoubtedly the work of a great
master. The ,remainder do not equal it,
and are of more recent date though of
Grecian marble, that bemcr not $0 expensive
in this sea-port as the m.ub]e of Carara.

I have not been so fortunate as to behold
his holiness the pope himself, and to kiss
his slipper. He had left his dominions to
refresh the laurel of the French kero by
the beneﬁmal dew of his "blessing, and to
assist Buonaparte to bury the reoollectxoq
of hxs deeds under a_crown, X

'I‘HE PALACE OF THE CESARS.

Tae palace of the Cesars offers only ma-
jestic ruins to the eye. Here Romulyss
B2
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when a child, once played. Augustus built
a palace on this spot ; after having long
dwelt in the modest Hortensian house, till
it was consumed by fire. A laurel-tree
stood at the entrance of his new palace,
which was of greater value to him than all
the triumphal arches erected in his honour
for upon it was hung a crown of -oak, on
account of his having saved the lives of
many Roman citizens. He establish-
ed also a celebrated library here; the
architecture of which I cannot conceive, if
it be true that a colossal bronze statue of
Apollo, fifty feet high, was erected in the
saloon, as Pliny says. This saloon must
have been of an immense size.

Tiberius and Caligula enlarged this pa-
lace. The latter built its front towards the
Forum; and a bridge to the Capitoline
mount, which rested on eighty marble
pillars.---Nero, for whom nothing was suf-
ficiently extensive, added to it the Celian
and Esquiline mounts; laying them out in
gardens, seas, woods, and villages. It was
now destroyed by fire, and Nero afterwards



THE CESARS. 3

built his golden house; the portico of
which, consisting of three rows of pillars,
extended to the length of a thousand paces
(a mile), and which the ancients praise
without bounds. The tyrant, after having
finished it, is said by Suetonius to have ex-
‘claimed : ¢ Now at last I have a house
for a man to live in,” ~After his death, the
palace was repaired by Domitian; but Ves-
pasian and Titus separated from it all the
ground beyond the Palatine mount, in or-
der to build on the spot the Coliseum, the
temple of Peace, and the bath of Titus.

‘"The Vandals, under their king Totila,
destroyed the imperial palace; but its ves
nerable ruins still remind us of its formex
existence. We wander here through sub.
terranean vaults, among the remains of
grand porticoes, of high walls, and broken
arcades. Every where we discover little
shrubs -of luxuriant growth between the
clefts and crevices of the walls, and the fer-
tile ground has been in some places used .
for a garden. It is a noble picturesque
scene, but it wakes us to melancholy.--»
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How momentous were the affairs trams-
acted here; and how often has the fate
of the woild been 'divided on this spot
whére now a thorn wounds my hand!
How often has the voice of love cheered
that solitude where now the screech-owl
bas chosen its retreat! How often has am-
bition tortured the breast of the proud Ro-
man hero, where a gardener’s family. in rags
now cultivatés a small tract of ground !

- I cimbed up -one of  the eminences, on
which some meosaie painting had been pre-
served. A noble view presemted itself. - I
discovered-still the grand ancient circus un-
der my feet, -though -row. changed into a
garden. - Opposite I saw the bath of Cara-
calle’; on ‘the’left 'the majestic Coliseunr;

not far from it the temple of Peace; and; ff
my eyes had{ wandered over the whole
space, at its end T should havé seen the
mauso‘Ieum of Mételta; ‘and ‘a ‘hundred
other fragments ‘of Rontart tombs. No fral
ieller should“feiit'the difficilty of ‘procur-
mg hnmself thls vlew in the'\#ay in 'wh'«:h |

aia;” , Al
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THEATRE OF MARCELLUS.

s

‘We should be ignorant of the dimen-
sions of this theatre, if Vitruvius bhad not
exactly described them; for very little of
it is left, and this little is not worth the
trouble of going to see. The emperor Aua
gustus built it for his nephew Marcellus,
and it serves now as the best pattern of the
Doric and Ionic orders of architecture. It
contained thirty thousand spectators, and
six hundred wild beasts sprinkled it with,
their blood at its consecration. . It was
changed into a citadel during the warlike

times of the middle ages; and aj last con-
verted into a palace, which now belongs to

the Orsini family.

PORTICO OF ocuvu\ i

NoTriNG remains of the pomco of
Octavia, dedicated by Angustns to his
noble sister, but the entrance; where we
cannot stay without disgust, on account of
the modern market for neat kept here,
which fills the air with a pestilential stench.

L]
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MAUSOLEUM OF AUGUSTUS.

THE remains of this mausoleum do not
give an adequate idea of its ancient mag-
nificence. Nothing now exists of it but
the cylindrical spot in the centre, which
has been tranformed into a theatre for bull-
fights and fireworks.—This place measures
132 feet in diameter. Five elevated rows
of stone benches run along the circus;
over them is a range of boxes, higher up
a spacious gallery, and the sky forms the
only covering. As all the theatres are shut
at Rome during summer, the inhabitants
indemnify themselves by forty-five bulls
fights and twenty-seven fireworks and illu-
minations,  The fireworks must certainly
be indifferent, there not being sufficient
roon here; but the illuminations are said
to be very pretty.. Weunust not, however;
recal to our memory, that'the ashes of
Augustus, Marcellus, Agrippa, and Ger-
manicus, lie buried here. The. Roman

.



EDIFICES AND RUINS AT ROME. g9

ladies have forgotten it long ago : and find
. great . pleasure in examining the half-
naked pugilists that venture their life
against the beasts and sometimes lose it ; or
are frequently wounded, and sprinkle the
ground with their blood. A grove serving:
as a public walk surrounded this mausoleum
in ancient times, but no trace of it is left.

VARIOUS EDIFICES AND RUINS.

TuE temple of Bacchus lies at some dis-
‘tance from Rome. Its external form is
pretty well preserved; which is that of a
rotunda, not very large : it serves now as a
church, dedicated to St. Constantia. Some
beautiful ruins near this temple are said to
be the remains of an ancient riding-house,
of Constantine.—Yet 1 must not be guilty,
of dissimulation. It should be known,
therefore, that there lived once a very
learned man, with the learned and bar-
barous name of Borrichius; who proved
beyond contradiction, that “ the temple of
Bacchus” had not been a temple of Bac
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chus: ¢ for,” said this doctor, “ the christians

too liked grapes ; and the pressing of grapes .
was a symbol of resurrection with them,

similar to the whale of Jonah.” The

learned man, to put it beyond all doubt, .
undertook a journey to Achen, in order to

examine the tomb of the emperor Charles;

and being convinced that the rape of

Proserpine delineated there signified im-

mortality, he was equally convinced that

the temple of Bacchus was originally no-

thing else but a baptistery. of Constantine,

and the pretended riding-ground near it a

convent. _

The beautiful ruins of a temple dedicated
to Minerva Medica have been treated in
a similar manner by the pseudo-critics,
though for once they have not declared it a
christian church. A man had better count
‘the turnips in a field, than attempt settling
the differences about ruins with these men.
Parts of the cupola supported by some
pillars, and hanging over our head, present
themselves; but we cannot walk under
them without some danger, for even by



" RUINS AT ROME. n

raising our voice too high we perhaps may
loosen some stones and bring them down
_ upon our head. The whole temple lies in the
middle of a vineyard, and many valuable
statues have been found in its vicinity.

This vineyard includes also the tombs of
the family of Aruncius, which have been
called pigeon-houses on ‘account of their
being divided from each other in a man-
ner somewhat similar to those objects. By
means of torches we may descend into
a hole to nearly twenty feet in depth,
where we find several tombs provided
with inscriptions. On the cielings are
still some remains of paint.—From this
hole we may go deeper, to another similar
one. Some part of it had been dug up by .
order of the apostolie government; when"
human bones, urns, lamps, and sepulchral .
vases, were discovered at a depth of fifteen.
feet farther. 1 found that every thing had-
been taken away already, except the human'
bones. I could not, however, refrain from
pilfering the scull of an Arancius, exhibit<
ing even now a very fine set of teeth,
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On our return we may cast a look on
what are called the trophies of Marius;
though they are in reality nothing but the
remains of the grand reservoir for the Julian
aqueduct that provided the Esquiline mount,
The baths of Livia are found in the Farne-
sian garden; but we shall repent visiting
them, as they are nothing but a few cham-
bers deep under ground, difficult of access,
wet, damp, and cold. Having descended
into them by the light of a torch, we find
after all nothing but some ornaments and
paintings on the ceiling, which surprise us
by the freshness of their colours, and parti-
cularly the blue. The gilding is also visi-
ble in some parts : but were it covered with
solid gold, every friend of pure air should
hasten away and take a seat on the beauti-
ful terrace, which exhibits all round the
ruins of ancient palaces. A large piece of
marble has been placed here to serve as a
table, and several fragments of pillars stand
round it instead of chairs. Toreigners
often choose this beautiful spot to breakfast
in,
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A temple of Claudius, or of Bacchus, or
of Faunus, (for_the connoisseurs differ,) has
been changed into St. Stephen’s church. -
It is a perfect rotunda; and its fifty-eight
Ionic pillars give it a majestic appearance,
though they are not all of the same size.
Pomeranzio has painted the inside of the
walls with the most dreadful tortures, by
which the primitive christians aspired to
martyrdom ; and on the middle of the altar
stands the model of some church, which
looks like the tower of Babel, and absolute-
ly disfigures the whole building.

At the entrance of another church in this
neighbourhood, we see an antique little
ship of marble, from which we may learn
how the ancients built their vessels. It
was probably the consequence of a vow
made -in danger fof shipwreck, and the
church bears hence the name Maria in na-
vietta. Some critics, however, believe that
Pope Leo the Tenth, whose name is in-
scribed on the pedestal, set up this boat
after escaping some dangers at seca.
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" Of the assembly-room of the senators,
Curia Hostiéa, which formerly stood here,
‘nothing has remained but a few ruins.
The venerable seats of the Reman senators
were compelled to yield toacbhurch of :St.
John and St. Peter,

As little exists -of the triumphal arch of
" DPolabella, and of -a temple of Venus and
Gupid : the power of Love could not de-
fend itself against the all-consuming rage
of christian piety. The bow and quiver of
Cupid bhave vanished ; but a full third-part
of the holy cross, a nail from the same, two
thorns from the crown of Christ, and a
small piece of the sponge which was given
him to drink from on the cross, are preserv-
ed in their stead. Even the earth m one
chapel has been brought from Jerusa]‘em
—Ladies are only permitted 't 'Visit tlris
chapel on the 20th of May; but for what
reason, the pope alone can tell: he will also
explain why no male person is allowed te
enter it on that day. 1 cannot imagine,
unless it is that" they fear the atchinesd’ of

N ] [YRRTS BT
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Cupid and his fair mother, its former inha-~
bitants —The convent isa handsome build-
ing, and 8 kept clean. A lay-brother of
the age of seventy-four, but still active and
very civil, serves as guide; but complains
occasionally of the great diminutien in the
number of idlers, on account ef their for-
mer revenues from Milan being stepped
since the revolution.

The windows of the convent command
the view of the cloister-gardens; formerly
the amphitheatrum castrense, where the Ro-
man soldiers used to exercise in presence
of the emperor. The outer walls of this
amphitheatre are still visible, and a number
of fragments lie dispersed.

Returning hence we may pass the tri-
umphal arch of Galienus without looking
@ap, by which we shall be no losers.

TEMPLE .OF FERMALE FORTUNE.

- Tais temple really merits preservation.
When Coriolanus threatened his country at
the head of an army of Volscians, his mo-
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ther and his wife proceeded to his camp, te
interfere for Rome. He relented, and this
temple was built in, commemoration of the
event. A statue of Female Fortune was
ereated here, which no unmarried Roman
woman was permitted to touch. It was mi-
raculous, and had praised with a loud vojce
the matrons who subdued the resolution of
Coriolanus.

The temple is. constructed of asort of brick-
work, is of a quadrangular form, and deco-
rated with pilasters. Part of its architecture
discovers a more refined taste; and hence
someof the learmed are of epinion that the

“wife of Marcus Aurelius had it repaired.

PYRAMID OF CESTIUS. .
A

" Tu1s is a sepulchral monument fzitl too
magnificent for a man who was only inspee-
tor of the feasts'in honour of the Gods. Yet,
no doubt, he was tich ; and besides, he or-
“dered this monument by his will, as the in-
scription télls" us. “¥f somewhat resemblea
the Egyptian~ pyramxds, but measures 113
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feet only in length, and each of the walls
25 indiameter. Thereis a large room in the
middle, where the ashes of Cestius were de-
posited. The paintings of this inner room
have been effaced. It ought not to be to:-~
gotten, that this immense work was com-
pleted in three hundred and thirty days.
Half of it lies within the city gates, and the
other half beyond them. The ground con-
tiguous to the latter part is more interesting
to foreigners. than the pyramid itself, for it
is the burial-place o: all foreign protcstants.
/Many of them fiid an early grave in this
unhealthy capital, and we may read well-
known names on such of the scattered tomb-
stones as have cscaped the bigot fury of the
Romans ; for these deluded men make war
even against the tomb-stones of the heretics,
being prevented from profaning the dead
bodies by the papal guard that always ac-
companies their burial. To avoid exciting
the notice of the populace, the protestants
are not allowed to light the torches tili near
the pyramid. No priest follows in the pro-
cession : but a friend takes his place, and
VOL. 1V, c
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bestows his last pious wishes and blessings -
upon the deceased.

I expected to find a romantic spot, but was
disappointed ; it is nothing but a green
planted with small trees here and there. Yet
I prefer this to the practice of the modern
Romans; who dig large holes in their
churches, into which the dead bodies are
thrown without coffins till the hole is full.
After fifty years these places are opened
again, and a pestilential stench proceeds
from them. Those who live in the neigh-
bourhood suffer greatly by it: as count
Khevenhuller, the imperial ambassador, late-
ly experienced ; for his palace smelled for
several days like a burial-vault.

TEMPLES OF VESTA AND OF MALE
FORTUNE.

Tue former has been magnificent and
beautiful, but is no more so. Twenty
fluted Corinthian pillars of Parian marble
stand round the building still, but walls of
brick-stones have been built between them.

The latter, one of the most antique tem-~
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ples at Rome, has shared a similar fate.
Servius Tullius was its founder. It was not
built of marble. The Armenian christians
are now in possession of it.

HOUSE OF PILATE.

Nor far from the last-mentioned temple
we see the house of Pilate as it is called,
which no more belonged to Pilate than it
does to me. Even an inscription informs
us of its having been built in the fourth
century. Many fragments of ancient build-
ings have been made use of for the building,
and have been put in as good order as possi-
ble; hence the whole bears a strange ap-
pearance. :

CITADEL OF ST. MICHAEL.

I HAVE not seen this citadel. A permis-
sion for the purpose must be previously ob-
tained from the cardinal minister; and as it
contains nothing very remarkable, I declin-
ed this trouble. I should have wished,
however, to examine the room where the

' c2
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. BATH OF CARACAL®A.

famous Cagliostro ended his life; he has co+
vered the walls entirely with written remarks,
some of which are curious and interesting.
The place was filled with pnsoners, as usual.

This structure owes' its’ origin to the i im-
" mence tomb of the emperor Adrian ; and its
most val uable statues, having Been’ used as
ratapults against the besiegers, lle now bu-
ried in the Tiber. The ancient griament,
an immense pine-apple of gilt ‘bronze (the
symbol of mourning among the ancients),
is now visible in the garden of the Vatican:
The archangel Michael, who' resembles
rather a colossal owl than a celéstial being,
"has now taken .up the 'spot ‘of this orna-
ment; and where once stood magnificent
pillars, we now sce loop-lioles for firing mus-
ketry through.

BATH OF CARACALLA.

1 ruaTTER myself that I shall not displease
my readers by a few words on the baths of
the ancients, so frequently mentioned.

‘We must not imagine that the Romans
were carly acquainted with the now-famed
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luxury and magxpﬁcence of their bathing-
places. They learnt these from the Greeks,
but soon surpassed their masters, The en-
trance into the public baths was either free
or obtained for a trifle. For aquadmns,
person was allowed to stay half an hour in
the bath.

As long as modesty prevailed at 'Rome,
the sexes bathed separately; but under the
profligate emperors they mixed together
yet many of the emperors prohnbwed this,
though others expressly. sanctioned the
abuse. Adrian used to bathe promnscuousl y
with people of all sarts. How dlﬁ'erent
were the relations between the ruler and the
ruled then, before the estabhsh:qent of eu-
quette ! - . e

Rome was very populous, and bathmg
was a favounte -custom. A number of bath-
ing-places were thérefore 'fédiiisite; and
Publius Victor .counts, pixteen yarm apd
eight hundred and ﬁftx-sxx, gold baths, be—
sides’ sixteen thousand Teservoirs a.nd p’ ‘,&
where people mlght learn ¥ to wim,

Vitruvius, has anbrmed us o‘f the_ con-

RSN

struction of the warm bathxng-hbuses,
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which were called therme. A place ex-
posed to the sun was chosen for them ; and
their windows looked all towards the south
or the west, as the Romans preferred to
bathe in the afternoon during sunshine.
Three copper cauldrons were fastened in
the centre of the bathing-rooms, one above
another : they communicated by pipes, and
the lower one rested on an oven. The
person bathing in the adjoining chamber
could draw water from each of the caul-
drons, which were of different temperatures,
The ground floor of the whole was warmed by
pipes, and a warm air was conduacted also
into the chambers by the same means.
While in the warm bath, it was a custom
to be rubbed with perfumed oils; partly
from luxury, and partly from an idea of
thus adding to the flexibility of the limbs.
Before bathing, the Romans amused them-
selves by throwing the discus, or by run-
ning or wrestling in the large halls or sa-
_loons built over the bathing-houses. To
“open their skins, they used brushes of hair,
and sometimes even of wire.
Seneca gives us a description of the mag-
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nificence of these places. He had only a sin-
gle bathing-room, though a rich man: “ But
who would bathe there now?” exclaimed
the philosopher. “ How poor would he
think himself, whose bathing-room was not
laid with precious marble! costly tables
of Alexandrian and Numidian marble
must also be placed.there. The water-
basons are adorned with glass, and ‘the
stone thessinus, used only as an ornament

of temples in former times. Even ple-
beians must have the e¢ocks on . their
pipes of pure silver already, and the freed-
men must have pillars and statues. They

make artificial waterfalls, and lay out the
ground-floor with precious stones.” Sta-
tius, another classic author, reports their

baving changed the leaden water-pipes into

silver ones already, aud having gilt the sil-

ver ground-floor.

At present, nobody has any idea of this
luxury. All the bathing-houses lie in
ruins. Of the bath of Caracalla some ma-
Jjestic remains still exist: but the pleasure
of viewing them is lessened by the previous
tiouble necessary for this purpose; as we



24 BATH OF CARACALLA.

must give notice to the keeper of the key

the evemng before, and fetch him the next

morning in our earriage. The man is in-

deed very polite, and refuses every. pecunis. _
ary gift ; ‘but yet hisrcompany is somewhat ..
unwelcome. The plunders committed by
‘hired lacqueys who were formesly tsusted
with the key, rendered this alteration neces~
sary. :
The bath ef Dioclesian was ancnently
greater than that of Caracalla; but its ruins
‘have almost vanished, while the lattar still
exhibits a most noble spectacle. All the
walls arc -standing: the vaulted roofs only
are gone. Nothing can be mu:e . pictu-
resque than -this scene. Every where we
still discover the pipes of the aqueducts.
‘Instead of marble and bronze, we see the
ivy creeping up the walls, and large trecs
and shrabs growing promiscuously in the sa-
loons.---The "bathing-rooms thcmselves are
under ground, and we wander ouly in the
saloons formerly destined to gymnastic exer-
cises. One of these, 188 feet in length, and
188 in breadth, vaulted and receiving its
fight from the cieling, was the astonishment

-
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of the ancient and is the despair of our.mo-
dertt architects. '

'We ‘may “ascend ‘these ruins on a stair-
-tase' very much decayed I ventyred to do
s0; but would bt advise my reader to fol-
low‘the example, unless he''is proof against
giddiness. ‘After havmg' mounted " about
twenty yards, ‘the staircase cases; ‘and we
must climb up on ‘ladders in different direc-
itions, always seeing a precipice: before our
-eyes. If .we slip, we are lost. We now
‘again - find the staircase, and by its means
-reach a large spot overgrown with shrubs
and grass, It is here more dangerous than
before : for the shrubs-cover a precipice,
and a small path only leads round it; and
on both sides we look down -from a - giddy
height. A ‘person unacquainted with the
spot, who should walk straight forward,
would be lost without recovery. I stopped
here ; mot being sufficiently curious to ven-
ture my neck for the sake of examining a
small piece of mosaic, which is preserved,
-and now serves as the only reward-of the ad-
‘Venturous visitor.---On our return we ac-
-quire a still better acquaintance with our.dan-
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gers; for the staircase being spiral, and the
company walking generally above each
other’s heads, those who go first move un-
der a continual rain of small stones, loosen-
ed by those who follow. A large stone is
equally liable to be thus detached, particu-
larly after a shower of rain; and may thus
kill the curious stranger. I am surprised at
hearing of accidents of this sort so rarely
happening.

The whole inner part of the bath of Cara-
calla is covered with fraginents of marble.
The celebrated Farnesian Hercules done by
the Athenian sculptor Glycon, and the Far-
nesian bull, were found here. Some iron
bars are fastened outside of the walls, for
those who have a mind to climb up them;
but I had lost my taste for climbing.

The thatched straw huts for the watch-
men in the vineyards, adhering here and
there to the walls, form a curious contrast
with these massy ruins. We gathered a
nosegay of field-flowers among the marble
fragments,
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CoxTicuous to the bath of Caracalla, we
discover the niches of a rotunda that for-
merly served as a temple of Diana.

Hence we proceeded to the sepulchre of
Metella; a round tower of immense qua-
drangular stones, and with walls of such
thickness as may bid defiance to all the fu-
ture ravages of time. We expected to find
a spacious room inside, but were greatly dis-
appointed ; for these walls, covering almost
the whole space of eighty-nine feet in dia-
meter, leave within them only a small spot
for a burial-place. The sarcophagus has
been taken away ; and stands in the yard of
the palace Farnese, where it is of scarcely
any effect. The upper part of the sepulchre
has been used as a castle during the civil
wars of Italy, and resembles now a stro'ng
Gothic tower. An echo repeating words
six different times, is another curiosity of
this place.

Passing alarge meadow, we reach the an-
cient circus of Caracalla, Though one of
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the smallest, it gives us a correct idea of the
-construction of these places. The surround-
ing arched walls, the goal ¢meta), the small
partition .wall .(spina) dividing the circus,
the gate from which the conqueror proceed-
red, all are still in existence. In the .thick
walls we discover large hollow pots,; which
were intended partly.to lessen the weight,
and partly.to.assist in filling them yp.---Se- °
veral insignificant ruine are still visible in’
the vicinity, which are pretended to .have
been the stables. of the circus, and the .tombs
of the family Servilian, &e.

We now have not far to ge,to find king
Numa with his nymph Egeria : but we must
~submit to walk the greater part of the way
‘through a vineyard ; the unpolite prince its
owner (whose name I have happily forgot-
ten) having prohibited the entrance of car-"
riages.upon his ground, though there isa fine’
road through .it. The ground is hardly

- worth seeing, and is remarkable only for its °
antiquity. It was filled with water when I
was there. In the back-ground we discover
a broken figure, and the niches are said te

* have formerly contained the statues of the
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Muses. Whep I entered the grotto, a quail
and a water-hen started.: the. lattér sought

refuge unde( a stone, and: the other dn'ected

her course to Rome: | . )

" In the. vmeyard thrqugh whloh we. paask
we dlaCQVGI‘ a small chuech of. St. Ur-
ban, whtch had been a.temple of Baechus;:
or rather of the. Musesn Four Corinthian:

pillars only announce its ancaent npproprlao‘
tion.

THE PALACE GIUSTINIANT.

Tais palace has been built upon the an
eient bath of Nero,.and most of the antiques
which it contains are said to have been.
found here. This assertion, however, is in-
deed no compliment to Nero’s taste: for I
am tempted to call the palace merely a luitr-
ber-house for antiquarians, and particularly -
since the reigning prince has sold the best
pieces, (a Minerva with.a snake,.and the fa-
mous bas-relief of a nymph giving Jupiter
drink from a horn of the goat Amalthea) to-
Lucien Buonaparte.

A beautiful head of Apollo has been in
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great danger of being lost also. Paretti the
sculptor had been employed by the prince
to restore some antiques: when he was to
be paid, he declined money, and very civil-
ly declared that he would be satisfied with
an indifferent antique head standing any
where in a corner. The prince, who knows
as little of art as a negro, rejoiced at this
cheap bargain, and gave up the head of
Apollo with pleasure, which the cunning
sculptor immediately sold to lord Bristol for
a hundred and fifty ducats. Some days
afterwards the prince and lord Bristol met
in company ; when the latter, quite enrap-
tured with his new acquisition, informed the
prince that he had purchased the best piece |
of his whole collection. The prince at first
doubted ; but after bhaving consulted some |
artists, he was almost raving; his vanity was |
offended. Lord Bristol was so polite as to
return the statue for the sum which he had |
paid, and it is now the most valuable of this
whole collection of antiques. _

The prince, at one time, being in want of
money, sold the four best paintings of his
whole collection; and among others the ce-
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lebrated Murder of the Innocents, by Pous-
sin. The rest of the paintings are not very
remarkable. Two Holy Families, by Ra-
phael and Andrea del Sarto, are beautiful: I
suspect they are both by the last-mentioned
master ; for in this gallery, as indeed every
where in Rome, they give what names they
please to pictures. I shall name a few of
the best pieces, without tiring the reader
with a description of them. A Holy Fa-
mily by Sasso Ferrato, the charming painter
of Madonnas; a Christ before Pilate, and a
St. Peter in prison by Gerard delle Notte
(Honthorst) who like the owls only flew out
at night; a St. John by Dominichino; a
veiled Venus by Titian, &c. A painting by
Corregio strikes by the strange piety of the
subject. Cupid, the symbol of profane love,
lies prostrate on the ground, and his arrows
are broken ; his conqueror, Spiritual Love,
armed cap-a-pee, and a flaming sword in his
hand, stands by and threatens him. YetI
fear the broken arrows of the little god will
wound deeper than the sword of his antago-
nist. The palace is furnished badly and
without taste : as usual, we met some balda-
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chins; for, as players on the stage are fond
of strutting with star and riband on their
coats, the Italian princes exhibit on every
occasion their baldachins; under which
they affect to give audiences..

A PILGRIMAGE.

Tae church and convent of St. Onolfrio
contain some fine paintings: but these did
not attract me; I had only come on a pil-
grimage to the tomb of Tasso. This great
poet died in 1595 in this convent, at an age
of no more than 51. My never-forgotten
friend and master the good Mus=us attain-~
ed exactly the same age; and the recollec-
tion of this circumstance mingled sadness
and grief with the veneration I felt on ap-
proaching Tasso’s tomb. O#-entering the
ehurch it is secn on the left hand, as well as
kis picture, of which alas! the colours have
faded and become dark through age. The
Latin inscription is beautiful and affecting.
It begins “ Torquato Tasso.” How much
glory is expressed by this name! After a
few but energetic words in praise of his me-
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" fits, we are told: ¢ Cardinal Bovilaqua or-
. dered this tomb to be erected to him, that
Hé who in his life-time filled the whole
world with his fame, might in death like-
wise be sought and honoured in a venerable
place !”

In the library of the convent, which I vi-
sited afterwards, an autographical letter of
Tasso’s is still preserved in a glass case. Iin-
stantly recognized the hand, which I had so
often studied at Naples. The letter began
with these words : ““ I'ricndship has nothing
better to give than its own self.” I should
have copied it, if the illegibility of the cha-
racters and want of time had not prevented

me. I also found here a bust of Tasso,
~ formed on his body after his death : it does
not resemble any of the busts and, portraits
of him that I had scen beiore . Ladies are
i not allowed to enter t'hIS couvent, but the
monks were so obliging as to permit me to
send the bust to the church for the i inspee-.
tion of my wife. Seme other. relies of
Tasso are kept lhere: they were a towgl
fipely woven of the bark of trees; an darthi-

YOL. IV, D
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en pot with sand to dry the ink; and &
large oval piece of heavy wood,flat on the
under side : the monks could not tell what
it was; I conjecture that Tasso used it to
keep the paper steady while writing. His
inkstand had been here formerly ; but du-
ring the revolution some admirer of the
great poet had stolen it. I counfess the
temptation came upon me also, and if fortune
had favoured me, I fcar the monks would
have lost the sand-pot likewise. Indeced
they do not feel the value of their treasure;
as they throw it promiscuously into the
same box with a miniature portrait and
some other trinkets that belonged to a car-
dinal whom nobody knows. In this libra-
ry I saw likewise a beautiful marble busx
of Barclay the celebrated author of the Ar-
genis ; and behind a grate the very inno-
cent prohibited books. To my surprise
Bossuet’s Universal History stood at the
head of them. Alexander Guidi, another
Italian poet of some celebrity, is buried in
the chuich of this convent. Why did not
Gothe, when he was here, hang at least
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one laurel wreath on the grave of Tasso?
Such an act of homage would have well be-
come him who had been inspired by the
genius of thé Italian poet.

VARIOUS RUINXS,

Tuess are rendered interesting only
by the recollection of events and circum-
stances connected with them. Among
these I particularly reckon the bridges. A
walk on the banks of the Tiber, with the
Roman History in one’s hand, would be
entertaining, if of the events that once hap-
pened here, no other memorials existed but
single stones. Of the Tiber itself we indeed
bring with us rather too exalted anidea: we
have heard and read so much about it from
our earliest years, that we expect to see a
majestic river, such as the Nerva, but it is
only a middling stream, not larger than the
Saala in Thuringia. The epithet  flavus”
(yellow) so frequently used by the ancients
is really applicable ; but it is not a beauti-
ful but dirty yellow. The most ient

e
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bridge: of Rome (a wooden one of course)
is, or was, the pons sublicius, so called from
sublices, signifying piles in the Volscian lan-
guage. Ancus Martius built it about ome
hundred and fifteen years after the founda-
tion of Rome. Antoninus Pius changed it
into a stone bridge. When the water is
low, you see some heaps of stones, the re-
mains of this ancient bridge, above the sur-
face; and when the water is high, the
breakers’ strong current between them
marks the existence of these fragments.
Here Horatius Cocles singly defended the
bridge against the whole army of Porsenna
till it was broken down behind him. Here
the heroic virgin Cleelia swam across the
Tiber; here the dead bodies of the abhor-
red tyrants Heliogabalus and Commodus
were thrown into the river. From this
bridge the title of the Roman priests, and
of the present popes or Roman pontiffs, was
derived; for the ancient Roman priests
being charged to maintain an uninterrapted
public woiship of the gods on both sides of
the Tiber, and therefore obliged to keep
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this bridge in good repair, were called pon-
tifices a ponte faciendo. :

On the Pons Sublicius a singular religious
festival used to bé celebrated annually on
the 15th of May. The first Greek colony
that settled in this country had, in compli
ange with what they conceived to be the
sense of an oracle, drowned every year
thirty men in the Tiber. Hercules abo-
lished this inhuman custom, by persuading
the Greeks, that the oracle did not demand
living men, and that the gods would be sa-
tisfied with puppets in their stead. The
Romans therefore continued the practice
of throwing images made of rushes and
properly dressed from this bridge into the
Tiber. The consuls, the magistrates, the
priests, and even the vestal virgins, were
obliged to be present at the ceremony.
The second with respect to antiquity, but
the first which the Romans built of stone,
was the pons senatorius (now ponte rotto ),
so called, because the senators were obliged
to pass it when they went to consult the
Sybilline oracles. The river has often de~
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stroyed it. Pope Paul III. ordered Mi-
chael Angelo to rebuild it, but died when
bhardly the foundation had been: laid.
Envy deprived Michael Angelo of this
commission; and a wretched bungler call-
ed Biscio removed the durable and excel-
lent foundation laid by the former, qnd
substituted a structure of his own planning,
which was unable to resist the river above
ten years. It has not been rebuilt since.
The Pons Fabricius (now called Ponte di
. quatro Capi) still remains with the ancient
inscription, and leads to a small island of
the Tiber. Tradition says, that this island
was formed by the stoppage of the sheaves
cut in Tarquin’s field, which were thrown
into the river by the enraged people. The
island was dedicated to Esculapius, and
the symbol of that God, the shape of a
ship, was given to it because the serpent
was brought hither by sea from Epidaurus,
An obelisk was erectéd, where the mart
is usually placed. On the site of the
ntagnificent temple of ZEsculapius there
pow stands a church dedicated to St. Bar-
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tholomew; and on going from the little
garden of the convent down some steps to
the river, a serpent sculptured in stone may
still be discovered when the water is low.
On the front of the temple was recorded the
receipt of the antidote which had been
used by Antiochus the Great. The pa-
tients who resorted hither, were, as in the
temple of Jupiter Serapis at Puzzuoli,taught
to expect the revclation of a remedy in a
dream, and were obliged to write it down,
if they were cured by following the instruc-
tions thus received. The walls of the tem-
ple were covered with tablets giving an ac-
count of these cures. Borrichius has pre-
served the following one: ¢ The oracle
lately commanded a certain blind man,
named Cajus, ta approach the altar, to
bend his knee, to go. from the right to
the left, to lay five fingers on the altar,
to press his eyes with his band. He did
so, and was instantly restored to sight.”
.This shews at least, that there was as much
knavery and superstition and pnestcxzaft
among the ancient Bomam as thgrg is
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among us. A great number of sick slaves
.having once been brought hither in the
. reign of Claudius, that emperor gave free-
dom to all who recovered, because, as he
said, their masters had taken so little care of
them. I know countries where the repetition
of such a decree would be very just. State
prisoners, under sentence of death, were, by
order of Tiberius, kept a whole month on
this island before they were executed. Se-
‘veral other celebrated temples likewise stood
here, consequently the little island was
once a very remarkable place, and still re-
mains so from the recollections it excites.
The Cestian Bridge ( Pons Cestius) built by
Cestius Gallus, leads from the island to the
opposite shore. The Pons Triumphalis, by
which the victorious generals returning
from the western provinces used to make
their triumphal entries, is destroyed, yet its
ruins however rise above the water. The
Pons Aelius, now called the Angel Bridge,
was built in the reign of Adrian. Clement
IX. ordered Bernini to place ten indiffer-
ent statues of angels on it. Triumphant
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generals are no more to be found at Rome,
but angels in plenty. The ten abovemen-
tioned hold in their hands the instruments
with which Christ was tortured, and the in-
scriptions or mottoes on the pedestals are
most ridiculous. “ In flagella paratus sum,”
and more of the like stamp, which I should
be ashamed to copy. I shall mention only
another bridge, the Pons Milvius (now
called Ponte Mollo), because M. Amilius
Scaurus defrayed the great expence of
building it out of his private fortune; al-
though his father had left him nothing but
an honourable name and a happy genius, by
the exertion of which he raised himself to
the highest offices of the state.

Of a temple of Pallas built by Domitian,
nothing remains but a few Corinthian pillars
and entablatures with basso relievos; which,
though considerably damaged, are still of
great value as works of art, and specimens
of ancient sculpture. All the rest of the
building has been dilapidated, or buried
under ground. More has been preserved of
the forum of Nerva. Its very high wall,
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built of imnrense square stones, and without
any cement, is the admiration of all connois-
seurs. That every courtier who may hap-
pen to make the tour of Italy with his gra-
cious master, or perhapsread this book, may
behold these ruins with awe and dread, [
shall mention an instance of the strict jus-
tice of Alexander Severus, the sentence
having been put in execution on this spot.
Vetronius Turinus, a courtier, having made
a trade with the favours of his master,
and having sold empty promises, was de-
tected : the emperor ordered him to be sti-
fled with the smoak of burning straw; and
a public crier exclaimed during the execu.
tion : “ fumo punitur qui fumum vendidit,
(with smoke hLe is punished, who sold
smoke). If all deceiving courtiers of the
present day were punished in the same
manner, we should soon be compelled to un-
thatch the cottages of the peasants. The
place Navona, formerly the Circus Agona- -
tis, still retains the form of a circus; for the
houses around it have been built on the an-
cient seats, Games were here celebrated in
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bonour of Janus. At present it is adorned
with several modern fountains and some
miserable statues by Bernini. Every Sun-
day in the month of August it is laid
under water, when it is much frequented
by people of all ranks. The rich drive with
their carriages into the water: the poor re-
fresh themselves with the cooling air---Not
far from this circus you find on another pub-
lic place a fragment of a Menelaus who is
carrying a dead Patroclus in his arms ; but I
must confess that I had this from hearsay
only, for in its present mutilated state it is
impossible for me to conjecture what it repre-
sented. People that pretend to understand
it assured me that it must have been a noble
group. From a taylor living in its neigh-
bourhood it has received the nickname of
Pasquin, and under this title it is well known
to all the world as the bearer of the lampoons
by which the popes and the cardinals for-
merly were complimented. The Romans
have long ceased to be witty,and their wit-
bearer Pasquino is become mute. Close by
stands the palace of Braschi, nephew of the
pope, which I mention only on account of
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its marble staircase, it being the largest and
most beautiinl at Rome ; yet this is the only
good thing of the palace, for there is not a
single habitable room inside. A walk on
the Tarpeian rock is not very interesting. No
trace is left there either of the vestal larpeia,
who betrayed the citadel to the Sabines, and
who was murdered and buried there inreward
of her treachery ; nor is there any mark of the
criminals who were thrown headlong down
the precipice. The rock is indeed no longer
so high as it originally had been, part of the
top having been taken away, and the hollow
filled up; enough however is still left to break
a person’sneck. The bath of Titus offers no-
thing very remarkable, except some well pre-
served paintings in arabesk ; in other respects
they would have little claim to attention, ex-
cept we bring along with us the recollection,
that the good Titus was here born and edu-
cated in a mean house, and therefore loved
and embellished the spot.

There is a tradition that these baths were
first discovered in the time of Raphael; and
that after copying the arabesque paintings
found in them, he had caused the greater
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part to be filled up, in order to conceal his
plagiarism. But this art was sufficiently
known before from the writings of the an-
cients, so that Raphael could not have
claimed the honour of invention.—All that
is certainly known is that the baths had been
again filled up, and not re-opened till 1776.
The famous group of the Laocoon was found
in the ruins of the baths of Titus.---Here
flourished once the garden of Macenas, and
the poets he here collected around him, and
to whose immortal works he is indebted for
the fame he enjoys.---Horace, Virgil, and
Propertius, inhabited villas in this neighbour-
hood ; and the tower from which Nero beheld
the conflagration of Rome, whilst he sung
to his lyre a poem on the burmng of Troy,
was not far distant.
THE CAPITOL.

It is no longer the ancient capitol, where
the magnificent temple of Jupiter Capitolinus
stood,adorned with aquadrigal chariot of gold ;
and whose steps the victorious generals and
even the haughty Cesarsascended only on their
knees ; in whose halls they gave triumphal
feasts. Here the colossal statue of the Thun-
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derer formed of pure gold, once sat upon a stool
of ivory and gold :---the floor was covered
with gilt metal: and during a long suc-
cession of years, the temple was enriched
with the spoils deposited by conquerors, with
the presents of foreign ambassadors, and
valuable offerings of devout citizens. Here
the Sybilline books, esteemed by the Romans
more valuable than gold, were keptin a sub-
terraneous vault ; and a great number of the
most beautiful statues adorned it more than the
profusion of precious stones. In its courts
and porchesthe eye was attracted by columns
and tables of silver and other metals, on
which have been engraved laws and other
things interesting to the people, the state, and
to posterity. Such treasures had here been
accumulated, that there was scarcely room
left to pass and re-pass; till at length in the
670th year of Rome, during the dictator-
ship of Sylla, the whole temple became a
prey to the flames. Sylla rebuilt it, and em-
bellished it with magnificent columns which
had been brought from a temple in Athens.
It was again destroyed by fire during the
furbulent usurpation of Vitellius. Vespasian
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restored it, but it was again burnt down in
the reign of his son Titus. Domitian rebuils
it; but with its fate after that period we are
not acquainted. The temple of Fidelity
adjoined that of the Thunderer. Opposite
to it lay the citadel, and an eminence where
the chief priests observed the new moon.
Near it was a senate-house, and a mean
thatched hut is over the modest dwelling of
Roinulus. A similar hut, that has belonged
to king Tatius, stood close to the temple of
Juno, which was surrounded by a grove
which had the right of asylum. But who
could enumerate all the temples and remark-
able edifices, of which the capitol once could
boast? Ovid too dwelt there among the Gods
who always remained propitious to him.

We ascended from the north to the mo-
dern capitol between two water-spouting
lions, by a flight of steps, built from a plan
by Michael Angelo. On the balustrade at
top, stand the colossal statues of Castor and .
Pollux, each of them holding a horse by the
bridle. Next to them. we saw the trophies.
of Marius, then two: statues of the sons of
Constantine, which had been found among
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the ruins of his baths, and lastfy two mile-
stones, only one of which is antique, and which
formerly marked the beginning of the Ap-
pian Way. The other has been decorated
with a globe of bronze which, according to
tradition, enclosed the ashes of Trajan. The
~ whole produces a grand effect. As soon as
we reached the top the beautiful bronze sta-
tue of Marcus Aurelius on horseback irresis-
tibly attracted our attention. It is truly a
masterpiece, especially the horse, which so
admirably imitates real life, that Michael

Angelo, on seeing it, is said involuntarily
" to have exclaimed ‘“ March.” Why not
rather ““ hale ?” for the horse is represented
as stepping forward.

To cool the enthusiasm raised by the view

of this statue, and the recollection of the
excellent man it represents, we need ouly
look for a moment at the wooden cross on
the wall of the palace. Its history is curious.
The king of Naples,. quite intoxicated with
his short-lived triumph, erected it, and or-
dered an inscription, gelebrating in pom-
pous terms his mighty achievements, whilst
it invejghed bitterly against the French.
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FThe premature inscription, as may naturally
be supposed, has been removed, but the spi-
. rit of. devotion has preserved the cross from
the unballowed touch-of thespoiler.

Let us hasten by it into the Capitoline
Museum. From its portico we look into a
court, whereon a fountain-exposes the river-
god Rhine, better known. by the name of
Marforius, and celebrated as the bearer of
‘many a witty reply to the sallies of Pas-
quin, Under the portico we already. met
with a great number of statues, sarcophagi,
altars, &c. of very unequal value, for there
are among them some very wretched pro-
ductions of the age of Constantine. A con-
noisseur directed my attention to a valuable
basso-relievo, a very ancient specimen of
Grecian sculpture: it was very much da-
maged, and I understood nothing of it, T.
conjecture, however, that it may represent,
Rhea before Jupiter. The most valuable-
piece in this colleetion, the sar¢ophagus of .
Alexander Severus, has been taken away by.
the French, and only a cast.of it.in plaster.
of Paris;is now to be’secn here. We now.
turn to the right, where'a colossal statue.

VOL. IV. E
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of Mars, by mistake called king Pyrrhus, is
placed, and where a column of Oriental ala-
baster, fourteen feet high, claims our admi-
ration. Here is the entrance into a room
named Canopé, because it is quite filled with
very comical Egyptian statues of black ba-
saltes. After tarrying a short time in this
room, the visitor ascends the stair-case, but
slowly, very slowly ; for the walls on both
sides contain one of the most interesting
monuments of antiquity, namely, a plan of
ancient Rome, engraved on many marble
tables, which were discovered in the ruins of
the temple of Remus. Most of them have
indeed been very much shattered ; several,
however, are still in a good state of preser-
vation; one in particular representing a
theatre, is not at all damaged.

Our attention was so engrossed by these
venerable remains of antiquity, that we al-
most overlooked two beautiful statues of
Juno and Pudicitia, which are placed on the
landing-place. In the anti-room we found
a great number of epitaphs built into the
wall ; three colossal foxes, and an antique
specimen of mosaic, which is indeed less
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beautiful than the modern productions of
this kind, but these had been with much
more pains and trouble formed of real stones,
whilst at present the artist performs his work
more easily and conveniently, using for his
mosaic only coloured compositions. The
walls of the first saloon exhibit more than a
hundred curious inscriptions, arranged in a
chronological order from Tiberius to Theo-
dosius. In the centre stands a beautiful large
vase, with basso-relievos in the most ancient
style : from this vase the saloon has obtained

. its name.

‘The second saloon, called the saloon of
Hercules, because a statue representing him
conquering the hydra is its chief ornament,
contains, like the preceding, many interest-
ing inscriptions; the celebrated statue of
Antinous, that was found in the villa of
Adrian; the child holding a bearded nask
before its face ; Cupid and Psyche; Venus
and Mars, which are supposed to be por-
traits ; an excellent Agrippina in the middle
of the room; and many others. Three beau-
tiful antique altars dedicated to the winds,

E 2
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the waves, and to repose, seem to invite us
here to offer up sacrifices.

The ‘third magnificent saloon, supported
by pilasters, is particularly remarkable on
account of its containing the Dying Gla-
diator ; at the side of which an Antinous
in the costume of an Egyptian priest, a
couple of Centaurs, &c. are placed, and cer-
“tainly apx;ear well to deserve that honour.
All around many other statues stand, the
names of which it would be tedious to enu-
werate.

The fourth saloon is dedicated to the phi-
losophers, poets, and orators; whose busts,
above a hundred in number, fascinate the cye
of the literary visitor. Those of Homer,
Cicero, Socrates, Aristides, Aristophanes,
Demosthenes,and Pindar, are most esteemed
as masterly productions of sculpture. But
they must all prove highly interesting to the
admirer of their works. A statue of Zeno is
particularly beautiful. Connoisseurs likewise
much admire some basso-relievos on the
walls, especially that representing three fauns,
preceded by a little naked faun. The name
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of Callimachus is engraven under it, and it
is supposed to be the same which has been
so highly praised by Pliny.

The saloon of the emperors contains
eighty-five busts of emperors and empresses.
The collection, as has alrcady been observ-
ed, is not so complete as that at Florence.
A Venus in the middle of the saloon, re-
sembles the Medicean, and is by many even
preferred to the latter. Among many sta-
tues and bas-reliefs in this saloon, we no-
ticed two of the latter, which are considered
by the connoisseurs to be masterpieces of
Grecian art. In one of them (Perseus and
Andromeda) there is this singularity, tha¢
Perseus, in helping the lady to descend from
the rock, does not lay hold of her hand but
herarm ; and I could not help smiling, when
our honest enthusiast, who is himself- an
eminent artist, exclaimed: ¢ This is the
true heroic manner; a hero never takes a
lady by the hand, but always lays hold of her
arm.” On hearing this ingenious expla-
pation, I examined the bas-relief more
closely, and thought I could plainly disco-
ver, that the sculptor had chosen this mode
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for no other reason but because there was
not marble enough lhere to extend the arm of
Perseus farther. But thus it usually ‘hap-
pens with respect to great men in the most
trifling thing they do, some hidden meaning
ordeep design is suspected, when they were
compelled thereto by circumstances, or per-
haps thought not at all about it.

In the sixth saloon we found, besides a
couple of hundred of inscriptions taken from
the tombs of the freed men and women of
Livia Augusta, a great number of busts, sta-
tues, sarcophagi, &c.

The seventh is decorated in the same
manner: the visitor’s attention is here par-
ticularly attracted by the statue of a faun
with grapes; by a bronze vase two fect
high, from the inscription on which it ap-
pears, that it had been presented to a Gym-
pasian by Mithridates ; and lastly, by the
beautiful mosaic, representing four doves
sitting on the brim of a cup, which has al-
ready been praised by Pliny, and has been
multiplied by innumerable copies.

We again descend the stairs to the court
in front of the Palace of the Conservators:
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so called because certain gentlemen entitled
conservators of Rome assembled there; but
whether they actually be what their title im-
plies, is more than I can say. In the court
there are some fragments of immense colos-
sal statues, and among others a foot, the
great toe of which is thicker than the body
of a full-sized man: it is supposed to have
belonged to the colossal statue of the Sun
at Rhodes, which was forty-one feet high.
Behind an iron railing is seen a Triumphant
Roma, and two conquered kings in a group.

Near the bottom of the stair they have
built into the wall, is a copy of the celebrated
rostral column, which was erected in the
Roman forum, in honour to the consul
Caius Duillius, for having defeated the fleet
of the Carthaginians. In ascending we saw
besides a Urania and Thalia, which are ra-
ther insignificant productions, four beautiful
bas-reliefs representing some transactions in
the reign  of Marcus Aurelius, and likewise
a Curtius on horseback, precipitating him-
self into the flaming gulf. In the first
saloon, Arpino has painted a series of pic-
tures, the subjects of which are taken from
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.Roman history, and which form a singular
contrast to the statues of some of the popes
in full pontifical dress, and in the act of
-giving their benediction to the people.

In the second saloon, the subject of these-.
.pictures is continued; and the surrounding
-objects are rather more in unison, as they
:have placed here the busts of celebrated
papal generals, such as Colonna, and others,
who of course are likewise Roman heroes.

But the eye of the visitor dwells with most

;pleasure on a bronze bust, which is said to be

:a very good likeness of Michael Angelo.

~ In the third saloon there is a beautiful
‘bronze statue of one of the slaves who once

saved Rome.

The fourth saloon must be very interesting
to the historian of antiquity, as it contains a
series of the IFasti Consulares down to the
time of Augustus, which were found on the
spot where once the Curia Hostilia stood.

The fifth is adorned with a Holy Family,
painted by Giulio Romano. Here too stands
a couple of bronze geese, which we were
told had been made in honour of the geese,
whose cackling saved the capitol.
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'Of the sixth saloon I recollect nothing ex-
cept that its boasted tapestrics appeared to
be but indifferent; but the last contains a
beautiful statue of Hercules of gilt bronze,
which was found in the ruins of a temple
dedicated to that demigod. Two other sta-
tues are likewise rendered interesting by
the names which have been given them,
for it is pretended they represent Cicero and
Virgil.

After passing through two more rooms
containing marble tables, which were dug
out I forget where, and on which the names
of ancient Roman magistrates are engraven,
we proceed to the Capitoline Gallery of
Paintings.

. Bat I feel no inclination to dwell long on
this subject, as the collection is neither nu-
merous, nor wholly composed of master-
pieces. A Soulby Guido Reni, is indeed a,
good picture ; but on viewing it I could not
help thinking of the orbis pictus. The paint-,
erwho conceives the idea of painting a soul,
must surely be without one at that moment.,
Guido, however, is perhaps not to blame ; for
in justice to him I must remark, that it is
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only a naked human figure, and who knew
what he intended to represent by it? Ariadne
and Bachus were likewiseattributed to Guido.
I ratherdoubt it : forI think thatit can hard-
ly be Guido’s colouring, and the invention
is too jejune. Romulus and Remus suckled
by a Wolf, a large and beautiful picture, is
said to have been painted by Rubens. A
Female Figure by Titian, is intended as a
representation of Vanity. This ought to be
written under it. A portrait of Diego Velas-
quez, painted by himself, is interesting both
on account of its merits as a picture, and
particularly on account of the subject; for
to my taste, Diego Velasquez is as great a
painter as any that can be named.

The second saloon contains still fewer
pieces of distinguished reputation, nor is it
even connected with the first. Young paint-
ers attend here to copy the originals; and
these copies, many of which are well exe-
cuted, are sold very cheap. The Tarpeian
Rock may indeed have some claim toa visit
on account of the historical facts connected
with it: but we found nothing there but a
kitchen-garden, with a low wall, whence
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ance looks down upon the roof of a house.--~
On the declivity of the Capitoline Mount
three beautiful pillars, with their architraves,
are still standing ; they are all that remains
of the temple dedicated by Augustus to Ju-
piter the Thunderer, out of gratitude for his
fortunate escape, when a slave before his lit-
ter was killed by lightning. Near it we saw
the beautiful ruins of the temple of Concord,
built by the consul Camillus, to commemo-
rate the reconciliation between the patricians
and plebeians, Eightmaguificentbutunequal
Ionic columns of Oriental granite, support an
entablature, ornamented in a very fine style.

THE TRIUMPHAL COLUMNS.

Ir these triumphal columns had not been
loaded and disfigured by images of
saints and crosses, they would undoubted-
ly serve as a great ornament to the city.
But in their present state they appear like
dethroned kings, on whose heads, by way of
mockery, paper crowns have been put. The
highest of them is that of Marcus Aurelius :
the gratitude of the people intended it for
him, but the unassuming monarch dedicated
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it to Antoninus Pius. It is decorated with
basso-relievos, representing the victories of
Marcus Aurelius over the Marcomanni. A
spiral stair-case of near two hundred
steps, leads to the top: and formerly,
indeced, the trouble of the ascent would have
been well repaid, whilst the statue of the
good Marcus Aurelius stoad there; but now
his place is usurped by a statue of St. Paul.
The pillar of Trajan is still more celebrated
on account of its masterly basso-relievos,
containing above two thousand figures, and
commemorating that emperor’s victories over
the Dacians. It is of marble as well as the
first, but somewhat shorter, measuring only
one hundred and thirty-three feet. It may
likewise be ascended by a stair on the inside:
but there can be no inducement to do it ex-
cept the fine view it commands; for instead
of the statue of Trajan, here is only one of
saint Peter. I do not know whether the
ashes of Trajan still repose in the pedestal ;
probably not, for the urn which contained
them was of pure gold. '

Bat all the pillars and obelisks do not con-
tribute so much to the ornament of Rome as
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Tue abundance of water, this vivid mo-~
tion, this rushing and foaming, this countless
multitude of Tritons and Naiads, who in al-
most every open place are seen either squirt-
ing the water high up in the air, or pouring
it in gurgling streams from their urns, give
an extraordinary appearance of life and
bustle to the city, and in some degree make
amends for,and relieve the eye from, the dul-
ness occasioned by the want of inhabitants.
I have already mentioned the two magnificent
fountains in St. Peter’s Place. That called
Trevi commands our admiration by quite a
different character. Neptune seems to be
coming forth from his palace, sea-horses draw
his car, Tritons surround him, Health and
Plenty stand in niches on each side. The
whole is of marble.

A large mass of water is poured from every
side into a basin, which might indeed from its
size be ratber called a pond. It is excellent
clear, pure water, and was celebrated even in
the time of the Romans. A young girl disco-
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vered the source, and shewed it to some thirsty
soldiers, whence the water was called 4qua-
Virgo. Agrippa, the son-in-law of Augustus,
built an aqueduct to bring it to Rome. It
gives me pleasure to find, that a pope has per-
petuated in two bas-reliefs the memory both
of Agrippa and the young maiden. Many
consider the composition of the whole group
to be faulty, becausc it leans against the
walls of a palace, so that one cannot conceive
whence the water comes. To me this ob-
jection appears to be unjust; for on whatever
spot Neptune stands, there he can pro-
duce water. The same objection might
" be made, even if it stood in the middle of a
large market-place. 'We must not imagine
that the water flows out of the palace: no; ata
wink from Neptune, it springs forth from his
car. The fountain Termini, called likewise
Agqua Felix, is embellished with Christian
sculpture: for here a colossal Moses, with
his wonder-working wand, causes the water
to flow from a rock. The idea is certainly
notamiss, if the concomitant objects had been
in unison; for it may be asked, how came
arcades and Ionic columns to stand so near
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this rock of Moses in the desert? and why
should the prophet give himself so much
trouble, as two beautiful lions of black ba-
saltes (of Egyptian workmanship) are al-
ready vomiting from their wide mouths thick
streams of water? In Spanish Place there
is a fountain in the form of a bark, by Ber-
nini. What strange conceits the Bernini
sometimes had !

The water in the fountain in the Campo
Vaccino, flows into an immense basin of
oriental granite, which served for the same
purpose in ancient times. The fountain
Paulina surpasses all the others with respect
to the abundant supply of water, which was
first brought hither by Trajan. At present
itis splendidly decorated with arcades, co-
lumns, and an attic, with water-spouting
dragons, and pompous inscriptions: the
materials were taken from the ancient
forum of Nerva. The tasteless Bernini has
overloaded the fountain in Navona’s Place
with an heterogeneous profusion of orna-
ments, rocks, obelisks, sea-horses, lions, and
the like. Here too we found colossal statues

of the Ganges, the Nile, the Rio de la Plata,
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and the Danube. Could any thing be more
ridiculous, than to place on a small fountain
four of the largest rivers in the world ? The
fountain near the Bridge of Sixtus is indeed
smaller, but incomparably more beautiful in
its simplicity ; itis only a niche between two’
Tonic colunns: but a broad undivided stream
falls from a considerable height, first into a
sinaller, and then into a larger basin, whiclr
produces a fine effect. The Tortoise-foun-
tain, in Mattei-place, is a pretty plaything :
four figures of bronze are placing four tor-
toises on the edge of the basin, from which
rises a jet-d’eau. In Barbarini-place there.
are two fountains by the ingenious Bernini :.
here dolphins and Tritons squirting out:
water; and there even three bees, which are:
sitting on a muscle shell! There are. like-.
wise some medicinal springs at Rome,.the

owers of which are highly spoken of. One
of them is called aqua acetosa, or acidulous

water. ) ,
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WERE the largest in Rome. To enable the
‘reader to form an idea of their original extent,
I shall briefly mention what, besides the very
considerable ruins, now stands on the ground
they once occupied: the church, convent,
and garden, of the Bernardins ; the church,
convent, and vineyard, of the Carthusians ;
two large open squares ; a part of the villa
Negroni ; large gramaries, and several private
houses. Nor if this to be wondered at, when
we consider that the ancient structure con-
tained near three thiousand baths of every
kind, beautiful halls, magnificent saloons,
porticoes, schools, areas for gymnastic exer-
cises,&c. The celebrated library of Ulpian
stood here: and in a magnificent hall called
Pinacotheca, were to be seen the choicest
masterpieces of painting and sculpture. Dio-
<lesian had employed forty thousand christian
slaves during seven years in raising- these
buildings. The circular church of the Ber-
nardins was once- the place where they heat-

vQL. V. F



66 THE VILLA BORGHESE.

ed the water for the baths; and the magni-
ficent Pinacotheca has likewise been trans-
formed by Michael Angelo into a christian
church, dedicated to the Virgin Mary.
Eight large antique columns of Oriental gra-
pite still remain in it. Carlo Maratti and
Salvator' Rosa are buried here. Some of
the mosaics are worth seeing.'

About two hundred years ago two eminent
mathematicians drew a meridian line in the
church of St. Mary ; as it was justly consi-
dered as one of the strongest buildings in
Rome. Butat the same time a ridiculous
monument was erccted to papal vanity, for
the ray passes through the pope’s coat of
arms. It is indeed hardly credible, how
often, and in what a tasteless manner, these
arms are every where exhibited at Rome.

THE VILLA BORGHESE.

Tue Villa Borghese, independant of the
works of art, many of them unique, with .
which it abounds, is worthy of being visited .
on account of its agreeable walks; and hither
the Roimnans of every rank resort in crowds to



THE VILLA BORGHESE. 67

enjoy the cool shade of the evergreen oaks.
Lately, however, it has not been so much
frequented as formerly ; the mew princess,
who rather too frequently, and too strongly,
feels whose sister she is, having shut up the
greatest and most beautiful part of the park,
that she might there, without interruption,
botanise, or—do I know not what. It may
easily be conceived, that this was not calcu-
lated to gain her the affection of the lower
classes; and she likewise soon estranged the
hearts of the Roman nobility, by her attempts
to introduce new manners and customs, with-
out gaining any advantage except the dis-
tinction of being left alone. But as such
a state of solitude soon becomes extremely
tedious and irksome to ladies of her stamp,
she at Jast reluctantly condescended to com-
Ply alittle more with the established customs
of the Romans.

The grounds of the villa are three miles
in circumference: the walks are crowded
with antiques, and thefront of the palace quite
swarms with them. Such of these antiques
as are within reach of the hand or a stick,
have lately been defaced or mutilated : the .

F 2
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effect, probably, of the just resentment of
the Romans. A broad staircase leads to a
vestibule, ornamented with four columns of
the extremely rare kind of marble called
lumachello, being composed of small shells.
On entering the first grand saloon, the eye
is immediately attracted by an admirable
bas-relief, representing Cartius precipitating
Limself into the flaming gulf. The whole
saloon is filled with statues and busts of mas-
terly Grecian workmanship : the most dis-
tinguished of them are an Achilles, and a
group of Hercules and his son Telephus.
In the middle of the room stands a magnifi-
cent vase, with- a Bacchanal on it. What a
pity that a David, by Bernini, should have
been placed among the beautiful statues that
surround it! In the second roem stands a
sarcophagus, the bas-relief of .which repre-
sents the death of Meleager; and on it a
beautiful Bacchus playing with a child. A
Dying Seneca of black Lydian.stone is like-
wise worthy of notice. But the eye will
dwell with most pleasure on a lovely groyp
of Graces supporting a vase. They have
done Bemmini the benour of placing: his
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Apollo and Daphne in the middle of the
third room, which likewise contains an Eneas
and.Anchises by the same artist. One may .
easily conceive what a contrast these smooth-
1y turned things form to ancient Jupiter, and
a Belisarius standing close by. The fourth
room is a kind of gallery, richly adorned with
marble: the colossal busts of Marcus Aurelius
and of Lucius Verus struck me as particularly
beautiful. In the fifth room, which is paved
with antique mosaic, we are scandalized at
an Hermaphrodite, in producing which Ber-
nim has again sinned most grievously. Near
it we found two handsome groups, viz. Corio-
lanus and his mother, and Castor and Pollux.
In the sixth room stands the far-famed statue
of agladiator, by the Grecian sculptor Agasias.
When the present princess Borghese first saw
it, she is said ‘to lve ordered it to be rasped
a little, as it looked ‘very dirty. Possibly,
however, this may only be the wicked inven-
tion of somve Roman wit. The seventh roem
¢contuins a great number of Egyptian idols,
and various mottey stataes; which de notsuit
my taste. In «he eighth room there is an
éxcelient. group; repreésenting Silenus hold-
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-ing an infant Bacchus in his arms ; by some
it is called a Saturn : it is particularly re-
markabic on account of its not having been
in the least restored, which is a very rare
case. Several other masterpieces have been
reserved to adorn this last room; among
others we noticed a Centaur conquered by
the little God of Love, a Cupid and Psyche,
and the Winged Genius which has been so
highly extolled by Winkelmann. The ciel-
ings are all beautifully, some of them excel-
lently, painted : among the artists, however,
who executed the paintings, no name of cele-
brity is mentioned except Conca. The furni-
ture is magnificent and tasteful; from which
circumstance a visitor instantly guesses that
it is not an Italian lady who rules here. In
the upper rooms there are many good pic-
tures by modern masters ; among them some
Jandscapes by Hackert. The park is very
pretty, though I do not think that it will bear
comparison with those of Dessau and Wei-
mar. On the border of a lake stands a temple
of Esculapius, with a Grecian statue of that
god. There are likewise a temple of Diana,
a circus for races, with many other useful
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and ornamental buildings; but almost all of
them in that part of the garden from which
the public has been excluded.

THE PALACE OF FARNESE.

’

Tris palace is esteemed a masterpiece of
architecture; but surely it did not require
great talents to build something handsome
and magnificent with the spoils of the Coli-
seum. The beststatuesof this palacehave been
removed to Naples. The gallery painted in
fresco by Annibal Caracci, is said to: be his
masterpiece; it represents the history of Bac-
chus and Ariadne, and other subjects taken
from pagan mythology.

THE PALACE OF COLONNA. -

. MosT of the palaces at Rome resemble
each other; that is to suy, if we take away
the paintings and antiques, they would be
fit only for owls to dwell in. The palace of
Colonna distinguishes itself by a truly royalk
saloon two hundred feet in length, and
terminating in a sort of tribune, to which we
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ascend by some marble steps. This gallery
or saloon would, even without its paintings,
be an ornament to any palace; how much
more so, as its walls are hung with land-
scapes by Claude Lorraine and Salvator

. Rosa, and with several pictures by Rubens,
Guido Reni, Titian, Vandyk, and other emi-
nent painters ! You will not wander through
any of the other numerous apartments with-
out satisfaction : one of them is painted in
fresco by Poussin, many of whose landscapes
are to be found in various parts of the palace.
It must be owned indeed, that - here too the
visitor is often obliged to gaze at twenty in-
different pieces before he meets witha Holy
Family by Andrea de] Sarto, or 2 Magdalen '
by Guido Reni. But such is the taste of the
Roman princes: they act like the gardener
who surrounds a few'rare hyacmths with a
border of motley tulips.---The statues and
busts of the palace of Colonna are not of im-
portance enough to claim much attention in
such a city as Rome.
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THE BORGHESE PALACE

- Isworthy of the master of the villa Borg- .
hese. The entrance into the court is very
grand, for it is inclosed by arcades which are
supported by ninety-six granite pillars of
the Doric and Corinthian orders. Of the
numerous paintings, I mention that by Do-
minichino, representing Diana hunting, as
it is one of the most celebrated ; though it
did not make any extraordinary impression
upon me. I must confess the same thing
with réspect to a Descent from the Cross by
Raphael. I much more willingly stopped
to examine his portraits of Machiavel and
Borgia. It was a happy thought, to fill a
room entirely with pictures of Venus; for it
is pleasant to see and to compare, how the
idea of beauty has been conceived by differ-
ent celebrated masters. There are a couple
among them (for instance, that painted by
Rubens)which would hardly be fit for house-
keepers to some pampered prelate. The
lining of the walls with looking-glasses, and
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decorating them with flowers and figures of
genii, is not in my taste. During my visit to
this palace, the names of Raphael, Leonardo
da Vinci, and of other great painters, es-
, caped every step from the voluble tongue
of our cicerone; but I considered this as
merely a Roman fagon de parler. The
upper rooms are said to be magnificently
furpished. I did not see them.

THE PANTHEON.

TuE most noble and most majestic mo-
nument of architecture, after the Colise-
um, is the Pantheon. It is the triumph of
the ancient, and the despair of modern ar-
chitects. It has been robbed of many of its
ornaments, and disfigured by many hetero-
geneous additions: still, however, the whole
is well preserved, and at the first view of it
one is tempted to exclaim : “ Thatis indeed
a temple of all the gods ;”—but a pope has
dedicated it to all the martyrs! and for this
purpose twenty-eight waggon loads of relics
were taken from the churchyards, and de-
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posited under the principal altar. Agrippa
consecrated this temple to Jupiter the
- Avenger, in memory of the victory gained
by Augustus over Antony and Cleopatra.
The statues of all the gods in bronze, silver,
gold, and precious stones, were ornaments
worthy of it. The magnificent vestibule
was supported by sixteen immense pillars,
each of them hewn out of a single block-of
Oriental granite. Its cieling was of bronze,
and weighed four hundred and fifty thousand
pounds. Pope Urban VIII. took away this,:
and made his tasteless baldachin in St. Peter’s!
church of it; from what remained he or;-_
dered cannon to be founded for the castle
of St. Angelo : nay, he had even the im-
pudence to perpetuate the memory of this
theft by an inscription in the portico. The
emperor Constans had before robbed it of
its valuable statues, which he removeéd to
Constantinople. Seven steps formerly led
to this portico; but two of them now lie bu-
ried under ground, the surface being raised
by time. The pupils of the French academy
were digging near the Pantheon when I was
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at Rome, and had just discovered that the
Pantheon had been surrounded by a wall.
The temple is a perfect rotunda, of the same
height and diameter; namely, one hundred
and eighty-three feet : and is covered by a -
vaulted roof, without any pillars to support
it. The building is lighted only by means
of an opening in the centre of the vault:
and though this aperture at the same time
admits the rain, I would not for the world
have any other windows in it. Notwith-
standing the many altars, and the unsuitable
ornaments or baubles with which the inside
is covered, the indelible character and ori-
ginal majesty of the pagan temple isstill dis-
cernible. How striking must the effect have
been, when the bronze caryatides, so high-
ly praised by Pliny, appeared to surmount
the vaulted roof, and when silver plates co- .
vered its caissons! At present, the most va- -
luable of its contents are the tombs of Metas-
tasio, Mengs, Winkelmann, Poussin, Sac-.
heni, and Raphael. 'Much praise has been’
lavished upon the Latin epitaph of Raphael,
written by cardinal Bembo. To me it ap-
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pears highly ridiculous: we are told that
“ Nature feared to be overcome by him
whilst he lived ; and when he died, lest she
should die with him.” Bat Raphael would
have been a wretched painter, if he had
conquered Nature. Thus it is when we too.
anxiously endeavour to say something ex-
quisitely" fine; we commonly produce some-.
thing very dull or absurd. I cannot pass
unnoticed two other of the offences com-
mited by the popes against this temple of ~
temples. Urban VIII. erected on it two
steeples, which are as suitable an addition
as a couple of horns would be to the full
moon; and Alexander VII, patched his
arms on the capitals of several of the pil-
lars, '

JANUS QUADRIFRONS.

Tug Romans gave this name to a kind of
-square arched buildings, with passages in
four directions ; which they erected on the
most frequented places, in order to give
shelter during bad weather to those assem-
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bled there. Only one of them remains : it
is a very massy structure of Grecian marble,
but a considcrable purt is now under ground.
It bears the marks of baving been used as a
fort in the middle ages. Several of the learn-
ed suppose these arcades to have been some--
thing like our modern Exchanges; but I
doubt it. They might hold a considerable
number of people when crowded close to-
gether during a shower; but they could not
afford sufficient room for merchants to walk
in, and converse with each other on business.

THE TRIUMPHAL ARCH OF SEPTIMIUS
SEVERUS.

CrosE to the Janus Quadrifrons stands-
" the triumphal arch erected by the mer-
chants in honour of Septimius Severus. Its
basso-relievoes, which were not in the best
taste, and the whole arch, are much da-
maged. From this arch we proceed to view

)

,' '.)



(79 )

THE GREAT CLOACA, OR COMMON
szwnks,

Tue most astonishing and useful works
of the ancient Romans. ¢ Three things,”
exclaims Dionysius of Halicarnassus,
‘ chiefly indicate the greatness of Rome;
the aqueducts, the highways, and the com-
mon sewers.” Tarquin the Proud began
the great Cloaca, and forced all the inba-
bitants to forward the work either by per-
sonal labour or pecuniary contributions.
These stupendous subterraneous canals were
s0 spacious as to admit the passuce of a.
waggon loaded with hay. The amount of
the expences of building them is not
known  but the repairing of them alone
cost one thousand talents. The knowledge
of their situation was entirely lost after the
burning of Rome by the Gauls, so that pa-
laces and temples were built over them ; and
they serve as a secure foundatio ., baving re-
sisted the ravages of {'00.is and earthqualkes. .
An edile of the name of Agr.pp. 1ad them
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cleansed once, and passed through them in
aboat to the Tiber. Cassiodorus tells us,
the same might be done several centuries
afterwards. Englishmen, generally the most
daring of travellers, even now sometimes
force their way through them : but there is
no occasion to take all this trouble, as one
may examine many parts of them without
danger. They are built with huge blocks
of stone, five feet in length and three in
thickness; joined together without any ce-
ment, so as to form immense vaults. Three
hundred years after the building of Rome,
when the plague raged there, all the dead
bodies were thrown into this sewer ; and on
another occasion, about four hundred years .
after, they disposed in the same manner of
those who were killed in an affray in the
forum, excited by the partisans of Clodius,
who were endeavouring to prevent the re-
call of Cicero. Hence the Romans made
it one of the principal duties of the preetors,
to attend to the cleansing of the common
sewers. The popes have seldom distin-
guished themselves by useful actions;
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Gregory IX. and XV. however, expended
great sums in cleaning and repairing these
subterraneous canals.

THE PALACE OF LUCIEN BUONAPARTE,

At last we meet with an elegantly-fur-
nished house, and a comfortable habitation.
Even though we should happen not to know
in whose palace we are, we should in-
stantly guess, that at least no Italian is its
owner. Lucien, it is true, has not yet
bought it; he is only in treaty about it;
but he has already made alterations and
improvements according to his own ideas,
and at every step the visitor discovers the
man of taste, the connoisseur, and the lover
of the fine arts. A majestic statue of Mi-
nerva, which he bought of prince Justi-
niani, and which rivals the celebrated palace
of Velletri, the highly extolled basso-re
lievo of Jupiter or Bacchus suckled by
Amalthea, and a beautiful antique altar, are
the chief ornaments of the grand saloon.

Lucien has not yet purchased any other

VOL. 1V, G '




82 THE PALACE OF

works of sculpture; but the little he has ob-
tained may be called a great acquisition.
Nor is his collection of pictures very nu-
merous ; but there is not a single bad one
among them; and here at least we may en-
joy the pleasure of admiring nothing but
masterpieces, without being first tired with
a crowd of indifferent pieces or wretched
daubings. The Massacre of the Children at
Bethlchem by Poussin is the best represen-
tation I have seeu of this horrid scene. The
child has already received a wound, lies
bleeding and screaming on the ground.
The executioner is aiming a second blow ;
the mother catches it with one hand, whilst
she fixes the nails of the other into the mur-
derer’s back. Her countenance—ah !—the
pencil of a great master only could paint
it! No words can doit. Itis not pale, yet
it has no colour ; Despair hasbreathed upon
it; it is the colouring of the infernal re-
gions, the hueof the tortures of hell, which
we do not see, which passes through the
“eye, and runs like a cold tremor down our
backs—I will not speak longerof it ; it makes
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my heart ache. Had I been doomed to paint
that picture, it would have killed me. Pous-
sin certainly had no children, or did not love
-children ; for how else could it have been
possible for him to kill the poor little inno-
cents with so ‘much cruelty ? The execu-
tioner dispatched them with one blow of
his sword, but the painter was obliged te
have them bleeding for weeks and months
at his feet. I had no cicerone with me to
name the different masters, yet think I have
guessed many of them : one of the Madon-
nas is, beyond doubt, by Raphael; and
-one of the most lovely of his works. If the
masterly group of several heads illuminated
by the light .of a lantern, be (as Itconjec-
ture) by Honthorst, it is certainly his most
successful production. A Venus in the bed-
room does honour to the pencil of Sizian.
But why tire my readers with this dry ca-
talogue ! especially as this art of guessing
is even by Dubos pronounced to be very
fallacious, and the most experienced judges
are frequently mistaken. In short, I found
at most but two or three middling pieces,
G 2
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and this was the only gallety at Rome
which 1 left with perfect satisfaction. I
will not deny, that the tasteful furniture of
the rooms might contribute to heighten the
beauty of the paintings; and that it puts a
stranger in good-humour when he finds
that he is not obliged to wander about on a
dirty brick pavement among old-fashioned
leather chairs. Lucien intends to increase
the number of his pictures to three hundred,
but every one of them isto be a master-
piece; if he realises this idea, his collec-
tion will be the only one of the kind in
Rome, and perhaps in Europe. With re-
spect to the palace, he has likewise vast
plans in contemplation, and is said to have
an idea of purchasing a whole street to en-
large it. I am unable how to reconcile this
love of magnificence with his partiality for
domestic life and comforts, which is so
conspicuous in his palaces at Paris as well
as at Rome. His study is close to the
room for his children; and this latter fur-
nished and arranged for them with an affec-
tionate care, that at first sight every thing
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betrayed the tender father. The eustode
assured me, that Lucien would not survive
the death of any of his beloved children.
He has bought a villa near Rome, and also
a palace at Milan; hence it seems as if he
intended to settle in Italy for life.

THE THEATRES. .

TuE number of theatres in Rome is too
great for its present population. Thege are
two (the Argentina and Alibertis) for grand
operas and ballets; and two (della Valle
and Tordinoni or Apollo) for the opera
buffa and the drama; one (della Pace), for
farces and pantomimes; and that called
Pollo Corde, where puppet-shews are given,
and Harlequin exhibits his tricks; besides
some smaller ones. All of them indeed are
open only during the carnival; and then
the Romans overgorge themselves with
theatrical spectacles, as on festival days
they do with flesh—with this difference,
however, that they enjoy the latter with
more relish than the former, and that their
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meat is far better than their plays. I was
present at the opening of Argeutina thea-
tre. The opera of Ignes de Castro, with
tedious music by Guiglielmi, was given. A
Mrs. Plomer, who wassaid to be in the ser-
vice of the duke of Bavaria, had been an-
nounced as prima donna; but that lady
having quarrelled with tne manager, he
published hand-bills to apologize for her
non-appearance, saying that she had been
suddenly takenill, and that another would
be substituted in her place; but this other
lady sung so low, that her voice remained
a profound secret to the public, Signora
Plomer, on her part, contradicted in ano-
ther hand-bill the assertion of the manager,
and invited her friends to a concert, where
she would give audible proofs to the con-
trary. At this concert she did, indecd, fully
convinee cvery one present, that she was in
good health, but a bad singer. Sgatelli, a
dastrato, about seventeen years of age, was
carried on the stage seated on a throne, the
fear of falling from which made him trem-
ble. IIe did not fall from his throne: bug
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the moment he began to sing, there was a
falling off indeed! The first tenorist Gui-
glielmi, a brother of the composer, was the
best of the whole company, though hardly a
year had elapsed since he began to sing. He
was the only one applauded by the au-
dience: on all the others the Romans very
Jjustly bestowed loud marks of their disap-
probation. In fact, we can hardly believe
our cyes and ears, when we come to Italy
with the usual prepossessions in favour of
that country, expecting to find there the
highest perfection in music; on the con-
trary, gcod female singers are extremely
rare; good tenorists still more so; and ex-
cept Parand Fioravanti, the composers pro-
duce nothing but wmere transpositions of
notes or quavers, which we have heard a
thousand times already. The band in ge-
neral is not sufficiently numerous—a me-
chanical body without a soul: the scenery
bad almost every where, and often very
bad ; as, for instance, at the chief theatre
in Rome. The dresses of the principal cha-



88 THE THEATRES

racters are rich and splendid, but shew
little attention to propriety of costume :
those of the other actors are wretched and
ridiculous. The ballets, considered in a
poetical point of view, are beneath criti-
cism (for instance the ballet Lloisa de Fraue-
dal, which I saw). The dances are compos-
ed only of the leaps and stretching-out of
the legs which are now so much in fashion ;
though few of the dancers rise above me-
diocrity. I was rather surprised to find the
prima ballerina to be a signora Rossi,
whom I had before seen on the Vienna
stage, where she was thought fit only for
grotesque and other inferior parts... Nature
has given her some bones, but the flesh is
gone. These bones she flings about in a
very disgusting manner, and calls it grace ;
and her long spindle legs involuntarily pro-
mote the cause of virtue, by scaring away
every soft desire. The ballet itself was as
incomprehensible as the hieroglyphicks of
an obelisk. A number of armed men re-
treated to a rock ; twenty fellows in red
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uniforms drew up to besiege it. The ar-
tillery was much more numerous than the
whole army : two field-pieces were drawn
upon the stage by living horses, mounted on
a battery and discharged: some muskets
were fired from the hill at the same time ;
and this was the whole of the battle, a white
flag being at the same time hoisted by the
besieged. The general of the troops, who
also appeared on a living horse, now dis-
mounted ; the besieged came down from
the rock, and began to dance. Orders were
then given to remove the artillery ; but the
cattle of one of the field-pieces would not
turn either to the right or left, so that, at
last, they were compelled to drive straight
forward into the middle of the mount. But
alas ! it did notend here. The conquered
robber, or whoever he might be, seized the
fair Eloisa and her child ; threw the mother
into a hole, and, to my great joy, shut it
up. The general however (who was pro-
bably the lady’s lover) soon reappeared :
some scenes taken from the well-known
piece La ville aux Souterrains follow-
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ed; loud . sighs, which the music was-
supposed to express, betrayed the place:
where she was confined, and every thing
ended well for all parties, except the spec—
tators, who had still to endure some miser-
able dances. A comic ballet, called La
Pianella, was given at the end; but I had:
already enough of it, and did not choose to
stay. The house itself is large and hand-
some, and has six tiers of boxes, some of
which are hung with tapestry. On the first
day of opening the theatre, all the ladies
appear in full dress, glittering with dia-
monds ; and the governor of Rome is oblig-
ed by a kind of custom, to. treat the better
class -of the audience with refreshments.
All the doors of the first and second tiers of
boxes open suddenly after the first act;a
servant bearing two lighted wax candles in
silver candlesticks enters into the box, fol-
lowed by a couple of lacqueys in rich live-
ries, carrying ice, cakes, fruit, &c. onsilver
salvers. =~ A similar embassy proceeds even
to the pit, but only.to regale the officers of
the guard on duty there: the latter, how-
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ever, .being surrounded and assisted by a
crowd of their acquaintances, clear the sal-
vers, perhaps with more alacrity and expe-
dition than they would a field of battle.
The opening of the theatre of Alaberti,
which is of the same rank with the Argen-
tina, was delayed on account of the yellow
fever ; several performers who had been in-
vited from Florence not having arrived.
At the theatre della Valu comic operas and
dramas are given alternately. Though
some changes had taken place since I was
last in Rome, the company of opera per-
formers belonging to this theatre did not
seem to be much improved. Noue of them
rise above mediocrity. A new opera by
Par, bearing'the title, Una in Bene ed Una
in Male, was excellent. The first singers,
signora Falz, signors Albertanelli and Ghe- .
dins, could not greatly contribute by theiz
moderate powersto the success of the piece ;
but the excellent music awakened such an
enthusiasm among the audience, as to.in-
duce them to place Par in a coach, and
to conduct him in triumph, with more
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than a hundred- carriages and flambeaus,
through the principal streets of the city.
This sudden burst of enthusiasm,-and this
mode of conferring well-merited honour,
pleased me the more, as it was quite new
to me ; for in Germany,where we keep our
feelings more under the control of reason,
such scenes are unheard of. )

I likewise saw some comedies at this
theatre. The men are in general tolerable
good performers ; and the Italians seem to
have in particular a natural turn for comic
parts: but the women are extremely vulgar ;
and when representing ladies of rank,
unbearable. I was-present at the perform-
ance of an original piece, in which the
emperor Joseph II. was introduced #ncog-
nito, and the star on his breast at last clear-
ed up the mystery. Good heavens, how
easily are these people satisfied ! everv
body was called for. The representative
of the emperor, when announcing the piece
to be presented next day, took an oppor-
tunity to say how happy he felt himself io
re-appearing before so enlightened an au-
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dience. This compliment pleased ; and he
was called for again, to be applauded se-
parately. : In another piece which I saw,
there was a madman who was also called
for, even before the piece ended. He had
the good sense, however, to lay his chains
aside before he appeared : but this was not
enough for the audience’s humour for ap-
plauding ; they called for the buffoon too ;
he appeared, but feigned to be afraid of
the madman, and thus acted an interlude
at which the Romans were almost dying
with laughter. All sermnonizing, all their
sentiments, and particularly all invec-
: tives against philosophy, were ..applauded
. with a kind of fury. At last the audience
. called for the whole company of actors. In
Germany -this silly custom of calling for an
- actor’s separate appearance on the stage,
. bas often been ridiculed ; but the Italians far
. outdo us.

- The theatre delle Valle is not very large,
_ yet there are noless than five tiers of boxes.
The -embossments of the boxes, on both
sides of the stage, are decorated with busts
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of celebrated poets and musical composers,
whose names are in‘large golden letters un«
derneath. T am well pleased with this
mode of distinguishing eminent men ; -but
I think it is improper to confer such an
honour upon them whilst they are still
alive ; a thing they have done to Parsiello.
1 do not dispute the merit of this great com-
“poser ; but to prevent the evil effects of flat-
tery, I wish that the dead only should be
-admissible into the legion of honour for
poets and artists : for otherwise it will hap-
pen to them as to kings and prinees, to
whom such marks of distinction are ne
longer of any vilue, because the same com-
pliment is paid mdlscrlmmatelyrto every
‘one of 'them.

The abuse of tearing the curtain for
‘the purpose of peepihg -into -the pit, is no
where carried further than .in -Italy : and
particularly at the theatre della Valle;
where there are holes in ‘the curtains
‘through which not only the head, but al-
most the whole body, may conveniently
“be thrust.
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“The curtains too are-sometimes so scanty
wand narrow as to'leave some of'the scenery
-exposed to view on both sides. -Indeed, the

Italians in general do not take any pains to
preserve illusion. I will mention an in-
-stance. At the theatre of ZFordenoni, or
Apollo, a drama full of horror was given :
the scene was.in:a forest at night, and the
‘lamps of course were let down; but the
aoment the chief actress,who was probably
thought handsome, appeared on the stage,
-the audience cried out, “ Lumi, lumi!”
-upon ‘which the lamps immediately reap-
‘peared: but the smoke arising from them
~ was very great, and the audience grew im-
_.patient. The candle-snuffer now appeared
on the stage, and trimmed the lamps during
.the representation : but as they did not
“burn well, the audience again-cried *“ Lumi,
. lumi;” and now twe dirty-looking fellows
~.came forth, carrying boxes filled with
_ -candles, which they placed on the stage.
During all this the actors proceeded as if
‘nothing had happened. The calling for
sthe . favourite performers prevailed here ds
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much as in the theatre della Velle, though
both the actors and pieces performed were
much worse. The house is large, is built
in the form of a horse-shoe, and contains
six tiers of boxes, the camaien painting of
which has a good effect. The scenery was
very indifferent here, as indeed are all the
other stages of Rome. I approve of their
custom of burning wax flambeaus in chan-
deliers in the middle; the whole house
being thereby well lighted.

‘The theatre della Corde is only for pup-
pet-shews, but I prefer good puppets to in-
different living actors. There was a Har-
lequin among them, who greatly entertain-
ed me, though T did not understand all his
popular allusions and puns. Never shall I,
without laughing, think of the scene in
which old Harlequin lay sick a-bed ; his
little son, a harlequin too, came hopping
in; and was lifted upon the bed, fondled,
examined, and instructed by the father,
who gravely bestowed upon him his bless-
ing, with a profusion of maxims and rules
of conduct, many of which were replete
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with drollery and humour, The puppets
likewise performed a ballet. This theatre
13 pretty large, with two tiers of boxes, but
too long and narrow.

An edict is published every year for re-
gulating the police of the theatres at Rome:
it is very severe, but not attended to. The
managers are told by this edict, in the first
place, that in case they do not provide
such entertainment as the public hasa right
to demand, instant -satisfaction shall be
given to the public: but though all the
theatrical exhibitions-at Rome are, as far as
I could learn, very bad, no government ever
interferes. The second article orders a fine
of fifty. scudi for the beginning the per--
formance later than two o’clock (according
to the Italian dial) ; the same fine for selling
admission-tickets above the usual price ex-
cept on the two first evenings. Tickets at an
advanced price are however offered for
sale before the doors of all the theatres, and
even hawked about the streets; although it
is ordered, under a penalty of twenty
scudi, that they shall be sold only by the
treasurer in his botteghina. The distriby-

"WOL. IV. u
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tors of tickets are enjoined to behave with
proper respect towards the purchasers; a
single witness is sufficient to convict them.
If they are guilty of any fraud or extortion,
they are three times tratti di corda ; an ex-
ctuciating torture, by which the sufferer
often loses the use of his arms. A ninth
clause forbids with great earnestness every
thing that may be against good morals, If
the manager is in fault, his theatre is to be
shut up: if a performer or a dancer be
guilty, he suffers corporal punishment ; t

which they are likewise liable, if they re-
peat asong or a dance on the demand of
the audience, without havmg the express
permission of government. Disputes among
themselves are punished in the same man-
ner. If any one make use of abusive lan-
guage, he is immediately expelled the
-company: whocver proceeds to blows, is
seat to the galleys for ten years: whoever
attacks another with any offensive weapon,
though no blood be shed, is chained to the
-oar for life ; and if blood be shed, the of-
fender is condemned to dcath. If such se-
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vere regulations were in force among us,
how few of our players would escape ;
many of our players would come either to
‘the galleys, or the gallows!

The audience is treated with the same sc-
verity by this edict. A person presuming
to keep a place for another person by lay-
ing his hat on it, is to be committed to pri-
son. Whoever refuses to obey the guards,
is liable to suffer the torture of the corda. -
Whoever makes a noise is to be turned out
immediately. If this aseful regulation were
put in execution, it would be necessary to
send at least a regimént of soldiers to drive
out the whole of ‘the audience, and even
the governor himself. '

Nobody shall” transgress the limits of
decency in his applause, says this edict, nor

manifest his ‘disapprobation but by silence,
all under pain of prison or corporul punish-
ment; and notice is given at the same time,
that the most effectual precautions had been
faken to arrest every refractory person im-
mediately : but this is merely an empty
threat, of which nobody is afraid.

M2
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It is likewise enacted, that the coachmen
at the doors of the theatre shall suffer the
most severe corporal punishment on the
spot (tratti di corda) if they misbehave;
and the testimony of one soldier is sufficient
to convict them. But, in spite of these
severe edicts, these things are not mnanaged.
a whit better at the Italian than at our
German theatres, nay in many respects.
much worse. '

CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS A SKETCH OF
THE MANNERS OF THE MODERN
ROMANS.:

Sienor Rassi, a dramatic writer, born at
Rowe and still living, has drawn a very
faithful picture of the manners of his native
city, ina comedy entitled the “ English
Shoemaker.” The likeness is so very strik-
ing, thatI am mduced to copy a few of the
principal traits, for the amusement and in-
_t"ormation of my readers :

A rich English shoemaker, to whom our
author has given the unutterable name of
Pselth, disgusted at the extravagance of an
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opera-dancer whom he kept in London, is
supposed to have taken a trip to Italy,where
heintends to live upon a more economical
plan. His friend, Mr. Flutt, a taylor, hav-
ing passed himself upon the Romans for a
British duke, introduces him to Mr. Ros-
biff, an antiquarian at Rome, who pre-
tends to be an Englishman by birth, The
latter immediately takes the shoemaker
ander his care, dubs him a lord, and fleeces
him most unmercifully. He first recom-
mends as servant asignor Trialla. This fel-
dow when he comes to be hired, not know-
ing whether the gentleman he has to serve
be a nobleman or a citizen, has brought
this sword with him, and intends to accom-
pany himasa cicerone or antiquarian him-
self, and to take a seat in his carriage if he
be only a citizen: but if his master be a
man of quality, he will leave his sword with
the landlord. in the kitchen, and mount be-
hind the carriage. The confederates of Mr.
Rosbiff are a count Ernesto, and Eugenia
his lady. The countess had introduced

sduke Tlutt to the gambling circles of the
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Roman nobility, and now intends to-
bestow the same favour wpon my lerd

Pselth. At first, indeed, this noble lady

seemns to be at a loss how to act: she sus-

pects that duke Flutt had no right to the
tite he assumed, and is now afraid of a si-

milar imposture.—* But, ” exclaims the

count, “ why should you be so very scrupu-
lous ? Mr. Flutt has assured us, that he is a
lord, and we ought to believe him.”

Countess. Certainly: and it must be.
owned, that duke Flutt, whatever: his rank
may be, was very polite and agreeable, and
an athletic, personable man.

Couxr. And how productive of re-
sources this zeal will prove! for, to say the
truth with all possible decency, these Eng-
lishmen are prudent, very prudent peaple.
Probably my lord has already hired a car-
riage : if then he should stay two or three
months in Rome, we could sell our carriage
and horses, for they will be superfluous, as
we may make use of his. .

CouxTess. By no means, signor. It
will look so very grand to see the
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empty. carriage of the stranger with lighted.
flambeaus following ours. -

CounT. What does it signify whether it
looks grand or not, if we canaot contrive
means to defray the expence ?—A thought
strikes me. Might not Rosbiff let our-cpr-.
riage to the Englishman, as if it belonged
to some stable-keeper? When people sce
his lordship in it, and the servants wearing
our livery, they will think we had only ac-
commodated him with it out of friend-
ship. Thus we shall get money and save,
appearances at the same timne.

CounTess. The idea is economical ; it
does not, however, displease me : but now
to the main point.—Y ou recollect how well
we manage with respect toduke Flutt.

CounNt. You may be easy on that ac-
count. These gentlemen always purchase
something, some antique or. curiosity, for
which they pay a hundred times more than
it is really worth. Now we have a number
of old paintings in our lumber-room up
stairs.

CounTess. Might we not sell him the
large broken vase in the court-yard which
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hindered every carriage from turning.
round ?

Counr. I should prefer getting rid of
the two small pillars at the gate of our vine-
yard ; they are of no use there, and only
serve as ladders for the thieves who steal
our grapes. 1 believe they are good mar-.
ble ; they are white.—

The lady is now perfectly sausﬁed, and
my lord shoemaker pays his first visit. Mr.
Rosbiff consents to take the.count’s car-
riage, in order to letit again to my lord.
The count is to have for. it twenty-five ze-
chins a month ; though he thinks that too
little, on account of his.carriage being gilt
allover. It is also settled between them;
that the count isto.hang, up an old torn pic-
ture in his room, and Rosbiff to talk the
Englishman out of 400 zechins for it, The
cdunt offers 25 per .cent. to the honest an-
tiquary for his trouble, but the latter insists
upon 50 ; which is granted at last.on con-
dition that he prevail on my lard Pselth
to purchase a mosaic snuff-box, which the
ceuntess had been obliged to take fora
gambling-debt of ten zechins: if my lord
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-gives only 85 zechins for it, the poor lady
will be contented.—The shoemaker having
in the mean time bought a magnificent en-«
graved stone, which had been palmed upon
~+him by means of his hired lackey, shews
it to Mr. Rosbiff. The antiquary, being
.angry at Mr.Trialla’s cheating my lord also,
-tells him that the stone is of no value: but
;mentions that -an antique cameo, such as
.is rarely to be met with, had been lately
found by a peasant, and fortunately brought
‘him ; and that to oblige his lordship, he is
willing to part with ‘it for a bundred gui-
meas, the price he gave for it, Pselth does
not like the cameo; but, on being informed
:that it is the fashion to have a whole and a
broken cameo, and that his friend Flutt
:had accordingly purchased one of -each
-sort, he takes it. The count, being in want
-of ready money, requests of Rosbiff a few
.zechins, as part ofthe hire for his carriage.
Rosbiff pays him fourteen zechins, and
notes down fiftcen, as something must be
.allowed for payment in advance. The an-
diquary, in order to punish the lackey for
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his unasked-for interference, persuades the
Englishman that the intaglio recommended
by Trialla is not of old Roman workman-
ship, but evidently by some artist among
the Franks;—upon which the shoemaker
returns the stone, but pays for it.

Rosbiff now tutors his pupil about the
criticism of antiques and pictures, and gives
him the following rules:— Of paintings
vou must always praise those which are of
the darkest hue. Of statues you must be most
pleased with such as are dirtiest and most
mutilated. For the same reason you ought to
admireevery building lying inruins orready
to fall. In general, if you hear me say
“ Thatisantique ;” you must instantly look
grave, consider it very attentively, break
out from time to time into exclamations,
and finally appear as if you were quite in an
ecstasy. ‘ For,” continues Rosbiff, ¢ if
any one can but dress his face in folds and
wrinkles, assume an air and tone of import-
ance and mystery, and utter only mono-
syllables or broken sentences, he will irffal-
libly pass for a connoisseur.”—I am afraid
the case is much the same in Germany.
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-Rosbiff now conducts Pselth to the count.
The old picture is hungup, and the anti-
querian exclaims ¢ Look there ! look there!
what-an admirable painting this is!” The
shoemaker answers, < Yes, it has been suffi-
ciently blackened: but where was it this
morning I -

Rossirr. The count does not shew it to
every body. The Romans have only the
meanness to boast of their treasures before
a foreigner. You ought to purchase it.

Psevtu. I should have no objection;
but that hole ought first to be sewed up.

- RosB1rF. By no means: this hole con-.
stitutes the chief value of the picture; for
it is a fact that a person fell in love with
that beautiful female figure, and, being un-
able to possess her, drove his fist through
the canvas in a fit of despair.

The. Englishman declares the fellow must
have been a brute ; as a sensible man would
only love and pay women who are alive,
and not their pictures. He is willing,
however, to purchase the painting for 400
- eechins, and the count and countess do as
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Aif they bestowed a great favour upon him
in parting -with it. In this scene, Pselth
commits a great blunder. The countess
:asks’him, whether he had already visited
-some remarkable places at Rome. He men-
:tions the Coliseum. How do you like it?—
"““ Very much,” answered he. ¢ It will bea
magnificent building when it is finished,
-especially when the holes are filled up and
the whole white-washed.” In the third
-act, the amiable noble couple have another
private conversation. The conntess is not
satisfied with the half of the sum obtained
for the painting. . The count pleads his
having given one~half already to Rosbiff;
:50 that no share of the booty remains for
himself.---* Besides,” adds he, “ you have
-other resources. You may introduce the
Englishman to the faro-table, and go halves
with him and with the banker. If his
lordship loses, he will be generous and pay
every thing himself, and you will share
with the winner, If he wins, you may take
. the whole.”— Why,” exclaims the count-
«ess, “ give yourself the trouble to explain
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to'me a plan'which I understand better than
yourself? But, unfortunately, his lordship
does not play, does not even know the
cards: These two-hundred zechins will be
no more to-me than a drop of water in a-
river,”---¢ And-to me,” replies the count,
“like’a drop of water in the ocean.”---They
then begin: to upbraid. each other, and the-
very edifying quarrel about the picture is-
kept up with great spirit, till the lady is-
called away to attend the hair-dresser.

The shoemaker has in. the mean time
called for his bill from Resbiff, and finds it
rather extravagant for one day. He shews
it to his valet ; who, to revenge himself for
the returned cameo-on Rosbiff, opens his
master’s eyes, Mr. PseurTH reads: Fifty
zechins for the carriage:

- Trravrvra. It costs no more than ﬂnrty

Psevta. Fifteen zechins for your wages
monthly.

Triavrna. I only receive one-half of that

sum. The antiquary keeps the other for
himself,
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Psertn. Twenty zechins for my apart-
ments.

TriaLLA. You might have them for
twelve. A Dutch gentleman who lived here
before you, paid no more for them ; but the
poor landlord must pay eight zechins to the
antiquary.

Psertn. Three zechins daily for dinner,
and two for wine.

Taisrra. For that you may buy half a
cask of wine.

- Pserti. Four hundred zechins for é.
painting by Correggio.

Trrarra. But does not your excellency
see that the picture has been taken from the
_ gallery of the mice, who have eaten a hole
" in it? With four hundred zechins you may
purchase four thousand such rags.

Psevra. Eight zechins vails to the ser-
vants of the count.

At this moment the post-boy enters and
brings a lester from his still-beloved dancer
at London. Shie has considered maturely
of her friend’s proposal, and ‘writes very’
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tenderly, that she will be contented with
one hundred guineas a month. Pselth im-
mediately calculates that with the expences
of only one month’s stay in Rome, he may
keep his opera-dancer six months. Besides,
he finds little entertainment here : the lean
countess does not please him; the antiquesare
mutilated ; the finest paintings are as black
as a coal; Rosbiff may have been an ho-
nest man, but now certainly turned a cheat:
all these considerations determine him; he
orders post-horses, and, to the great mor-
tification of this noble company. of swind-
lers, he hastens back to London. Travellers
who are fond of boasting of their high rank
and of their riches, may draw a lesson from
this comedy; for 1 was crednbly assured,

that, with the exception of some caricaturing,
the,bistory of the English shoemaker was
nothing but what happened every day.
Another comedy of Rossi, called *¢ The
First Opera-night,” exposes the madness of
the Roman ladies for being present at a
first opera-night; should they even be.
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ebliged to pawn their last silver spoon, or
to sell their charms to some rich simpleton,
for the price of an admissien to a box.

MISCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS: -

WHEN a foreigner returns to Rome after’
visiting Naples; he will be more than ever
struck with the stilluess and solitude in-the
streets. - He has no need to foree his way
threugh the crowd with both arms as in the
'Foledo-street of- Naples ; - he may walk-
without being much iacommoded, even on
the Torso. - Rome seesns #s.if it bad been-
depopulated- by a plague: but it is only.
the effect of the pestilential dominion of
priests. 'The city contains 120 convents
for monks, and 51 nunneries. At fimst, -
however, this quiet is-not displeasing, after -
having been stunped with the iacessant -
noise of Naples ; and he now-observes with: :
greater satisfaction the cleanliness that pre- -
vails here. Many of -my readers may per- -
haps laugh at me¢ when I speak of cleanli-

L
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ness at Rome: but it is indeed cleanr when

eompared with Naples ; and without having

been in the latter city, it is impossible to

canceive how far the love of filth may be

carried. It must be owned, that on many,
walls in Rome, we find the word immon-

dezzaio inscribed; signifying a place where

every one may throw all manner of dirt—
a privilege which is- but tov frequently

made use of : but these are only particular

places ; and, however near they may be to.
eaeh other, the intervals are clean. At

Naples, on the contrary, immondezraio

should be written over the gates; for the

whole city is a temple of Cloacina.

In winter the women of the lower classes
carry about with them a small earthen pot
with handles. This pot contains live.goals,
over which they warm their hands ; and so
much are they attached to it, that even
when looking out at the window, they hold
it before them. They have given it a very
whimsical name, marito (husband): but

VOL. ¥, 1
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whether this be meant as a satire or a com-
pliment to their husbands, I could not
learn.

The art of conversing by means of ges-
tures and signs, is well known in every part
of Italy; but it is at Rome where it is most
practiscd, and brought to the greatest de-
gree of perfection. Very amusing obser-
vations may be made relative to this lan-
guage in almost every church and every
company. A lover will there seldom ap-
proach his mistress, but addresses his dis-
course to her at a distance ; and they may,
perhaps, be saying the tenderest things to
each other, without it being possible for the
uninitiated to understand a single syllable,
without his even suspecting that they are
conversing together.—To lay the open hand
on the chin, and then cross the lips with
two fingers, signifies “ You are beautiful,
I should be happy to speak with you.” If
the lady only repeats the latter part of
the sign, it is understood that she consents;
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but if she adds a motion of the hand, as if
fanning herself, it means ““ Begone! I do
not wish to speak to you.” Raising almost
imperceptibly the point of the fan over the
mouth, and then gently lowering, means,
“Yes: Ihave no objection.” Ladies of
quality have a still more refined method of
giving this answer. They slowly bend for-
ward the upper part of the body, and thea
resume their former attitude. [n general, -
whilst making the sign, they avoid looking
at the man of their choice : they only give
a quick glance of the eye at him immedi-
ately after it is done, and that is quite
sufficient. In Germany, to beckon with
the hand significs, *“ Come hither;” but in
Italy it means only,* I salute you.” A
stranger, unacquainted with the meaning
of that sign, very naturally goes towards the
person making it, imagining he has some-
thing to communicate. This mode of sa-
luting particularly well becomes a beautiful
young lady. To beckon with the hand
backwards, signifies with us, “ Go away;”

1Q

-
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but in Italy, I shall come directly.”—
Sometimes we see the Italians use both
-modes of beckoning immediately following
each other; which mean-, “ I salute you
now, and shall soon be with you.”---Ta
beckon with the inverted hand over, the
shoulder, means, “Go: I do not believe
you.”---To: pull the corner of the eye down
towards the nose with the fore-finger, means,
¢« That is a man of mettle, who will not be
played with.”---Sonietines. they act at the
theatres an interlude or farce, where all
these signs are introduced; and which there-
fore must prove very interesting, especially
to strangers. I can give no further infor-
mation about thissubject ; and leave it, as a
more syitable task, for younger travellers to
study this excellent language. I thought,
however, I could observe that the much more
excellent language of the eyes is thus Jost,
or at least not sufficiently cultivated. The
Roman ladies depend entirely on their signs;
the German belles on the language of the
eyes; in which they have become such pro~
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ficients, that they do not at all feel the want
«of the Italian mode of conversing.

Nor are the beggars so -insufferably
‘troublesome in Rome as in Naples. - We
meet, indeed, with plenty of them,'and
near the churches in particular; but they
~ are not so naked, whining, or impudenht,
. No ladies, with veils covering their faces,
and drest in silk clothes, tezged alms of
me here, as was very fr qquemly the case’in
Naples. In Condotti-street there usunlly
sits a corpulent man with a ceuntenance
-expressive of checrfulness and happiness,
who, with a jovial smile, requests a’ trifle
from those who are passing by, and who
derives a good income from this novel mode
of begging. If you give him nothing, he
only shrugs his shoulders a little, and says,
with amild tone of voice, patienza !—If you
put him off with the excuse that you have
no change, he replies in the same mannuer,
¢ La mia disgrazia! Howunfortunate Tam !”
At is said that he every ycar gives a feast to
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all the beggars in Rome ; and I can easily
believe it when I look at his merry good-
humoured face. Mendicity by persons of
a higler rank is much more common than
in Naples. The servants ot a nobleman,
into whose house a stranger is introduced,
wait upon Ir.m next morning to ask for their
vails; but thisis notall. If the master has
the politeness to return the visit, imme-
diately after his fumiglia, that is, his ser-
vants are announced, and demand money
for the honour that has thus been conferred
on the stranger. The domestics here have
all very low wages, and depend chiefly
upon these perquisites. Nay, some masters
make them keep a regular account of what
they reccive, and share the booty with them.
Wretched beggary! Strangers must pay
the wages of the servants of the Roman
princes and nobles! Most wretched beggary
indeed! Insome parts of Germany a simi-
lar custom prevails. I particularly allude
to card-money. In Hamburg likewise, if
one has the misfortune to be invited to din-
ner, he must pay more than double its va-
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lue. Let us hope that this disgraceful
customn will soon be every where abolished.
In Rome, indecd, a stranger would not lose |
much by not frequenting the fashionable
companies and assemblics : as he will find

" nothing there but iusipidity and carols; or
at most, now and then, a little music. If he
be anxious to see the princess Cesarini,
who, like madame Recamier at Paris, is here
the reigning beauty, he may mect with her
in the Corso ; where the Roman ladies ap-
pear at a certain hour almost every day, in
their carriages. They halt on the Place
de Popolo, when the favoured youths ap-
proach, even mount upon' the step of the
carriage, and chat with the smiling belles,
whom there is then an opportunity of
viewing and admiring at leisure.

The Romans are so passionately fond of
the lottery, that I was surprised I did not
find here a church dedicated to saint For-
tuna ; the common people, however, wor-
ship this goddess under different names.
In summer, hundreds of them assemble to-
wards midnight near a church whose name
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I have forgotten.  Here they chatter aloud
with each other till twelve o’clock. The
first stroke of the hammer produces a dead
silence : and the mcment the sound of the
last is heard, the whole assembly is in mo-
tion ; and goes in .procession to a neigh-
bouring church, where they most fervently,
and with believing hearts, implore the holy
Virgin to grant them—good luck in the
lottery. :

"The Romans estecm it a vice to -steal,
‘but murder is thought no crime. They are -
ashamed of being seen in company with a
thief, but a murderer is only called a ““ pove-
retto” (poor fellow), and they willingly as-
-sist him to make his escape. The wearing
of offensive weapons is prohibited here, -
but not so strictly as at Naples: and fatal
stabs with kuives are still ivery frequently
ithe consequence of quarrels ; but there has
notbeen an instance for several years back of
-a stranger having ‘been assassinated. The
Transteverini (Romans living on the other
side of the Tiber) distinguish themselves
still by their audacity and fierceness. A
number of them lately went to a.wine-house,
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efore the gates of Rome, where they drank -
Areely. On their return to town they di-
vided into two parties. The one had reached -
town before the.other, and ‘had entered a
«<coffee-house to - refresh -themselves; the -
other followed ‘them, entered the coffee-
house, but left it sooner, without bidding
good-night to the first party. These latter
found ‘themselves offended. From words
they proceeded -to blows, from blows to
'throwing stones, from stones to knives, nay,
some fetched muskets from -their houses int
the neighbourhood. Several were killed
*on the spot, many were carriell home badly
'wounded. - “The sbirri {officers” of the po-
liceat Rome#) did nbt dareto interfere ; and
‘it was not till the affrny was over, that they
-endeavoured to take some of the ringleaders =
‘singly, -~ One of "the latter, at ‘whose door
‘they krocked during night,-asked from the
window, “ Who is there :”—* The officers of
.Justice,” was the reply. . Stop a moment,”
said e, * I shall.come down immediately.”

He aecordingly came, armed witha pairof

Wistols, opened the door, killed one of the
N . T



122 MISCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS

sbirri on the spot, and mortallywounded the
other ; on which, having himself received
a stab, he sunk, expiring to the ground.
It is of no avail that petty insignificant
crimes are immediately punished with the
cord, which is, indecd an inhuman torture.
The arms of the culprit are twisted out of
joint at the shoulders, in such a manner
that he is very frequently rendered a crip-
ple for life. The kind of sport so very
common at Naples, in which two persons
endeavour to push their fingers into each
other’s faces, I never observed in the strects
of this city; where it is strictly prohibited,
on account of the many disputes which it

occasioned, particularly in the night time.
The Romans are said to be proficients in
the game. If they only see a stranger
stretch out his fingers half a dozen times,
they are sure to be at him; for they instantly
observe not only which of them he gene-
rally uses, but their eyes are by practice
accustomed to perceive, from the slightest
movement in the muscles of the hand,
which fingers he intends to stretch out, on
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. which they instantly regulate their own ac-
cordingly.

" At the merry season of Christmas, the
bagpipers of the kingdom of Naples ramble
as far as Rome; where, asin their own couna
try, they disturb the morning slumbers of
every stranger with their music. On Christ-
mas-eve the streets exhibit a cheerful spec-
tacle. Notonly the shops with toys for chil-
dren (which are far inferior to thetoys of Ber-
lin), but.all those where eatables of any kind
are sold, are decorated in the most singular
and whimsical' manner. As thc poorest
Italian must have a turkey at this festival,
you see those birds hanging up plucked, by
hundreds, and almost all of them have
oranges in their bills. Beef and veal are
covered with gold and silver tinsel, and
even adorned with ribbons. Hundreds
of sausages are suspended like garlands;
and in their vacancies are placed for a con-
trast, in paper cases, the white ricotta.
Oranges are even fixed at the top of every
pine-apple, and the latter are arranged in
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the form of little pyramids. Instead of the
fir-trees which decorate the market-places
of the north, the Romans use small laurel~
drees, to which they affix orangesand lemons.
'The whole produces a very pleasing effect.
In the night of Christmas-eve the streets
are very noisy. The peasants from the ad-
.jacent country assemble early in the even-
ing in the church of Santa Maria Mag-
giore, whose beautiful white columns are
covered and disfigured with red damrask.
"Thousands of lights illumine this magni-
ficent temple. But as the great mass isnot
read before ‘midnight, the peasants, many
of whom come from a ‘considerable dis-
‘tance, naturally grow tired and sleepy, lie
- dewn; and throw themselves upon one ano-
-ther in the:corners and colonnades, ur recline
against-the monuments ; where they enjoy
profeund slunrbers, and -amid the enchaut-
ing illumination form groups exquisitely
picturesque. I know artists who, accord-
ingly, never fail to pass this night in the
-church, and always leave it in the morning
«emwiched with new -ideas. There is yetan-
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ether attraction which allures artists as well
as those who are not artists: the most beau-
tiful females of the highest as well as of the
lowest classes repairthither abous midnight,
that amid the illusive lights they may
exhibit their charms to greater advantage..
Here you may study forms, and plan in--
trigues that lead to the production of pew
forms. When the bell at length xings, the-
peasants start up half-asleep; the females.
assume a pious air; Christ is born, ands
placed on the high altar in. a magnificent.
silver cradle, which is in. fact a master-piece-
of art. On this oceasion an indecency is-
committed of whichheathens would scarce-
ly havebeen guilty ; it is.this : two common.
fellows climb up on the altar,and tvample
about upen it for a long time with their.
clumsy feet beforethey can place the cradle
‘in a proper situation. Besides this silver
cradle, the church is said likewise to pos-
sess.the real cradle of our Saviour;, which I
had not the bonour to see, An immense-
_ multitude of candles are lighted up around
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it; and on each side are stationed four men
of the pope’s Swiss guards, as a proof that,
at least, the dress of the harlequin is still
retained. ‘

From the first day of this festival a great
number of presepie, or mangers, are ex-
hibited at Rome. These are representa-
tions of the nativity of Christ by means of
puppets. Most of them are in churches;
I went to see them all, and they are mere
children’s play. At one of them I was di-
verted with a boy who was relating to the
people the extraordinary history of Mary’s
delivery with vehement pathos and great
gesticulations, butso rapidly that you could
scarcely undeystand a word hesaid. One
of these mangers distinguishes itself every
year among the rest, and displays some abi-
lity in the artist. It is called della Regola,
I believe from the street in which it is ex-
hibited. Some devout genius, assisted by
the contributions of the pious, executes it
annaally in such a style, that the best scene-
painter would scarcely equal him. Itis
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placed on the flat roof of his house. The
whole is composed of a few boards, some
cork, and puppets. In the fore-ground is
the celebrated stable itself, with every thing
appropriate ; but being too near it pro-
duces the least effect. But, on the other hand,
if you look over, and on onc side of the
stable, you discover a landscape most beau-
tiful and animated, distant mountains, with
towns and villages on their sides, cottages,
pastures, corn-fields, streams, &c. The il-
lusion is so complete, that, notwithstanding
my excellent sight, I could not for along
time be persuaded that they were the work
of art. I could have sworn that what I saw
over the roof was the open country;and
that the man had only availed himself with
dexterity of the distant mountains, so as to
make them serve for a suitable back-ground
to his pretty performance. But the artist,
flattered by this declaration, took me him-
self to the roof, where I beheld with asto-
nishment at how small an expence this en- -
chantment was produced. The stream
which [ had just before seen wet and rua-
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ning, was nothing more, than a painted
board laid in an.oblique. direction. The
same were the mountains, which liad ap-
peared to be many miles distant, and which.
_now reclined not more than two paces from-
me against a chiney. The trouble of exe-
cuting this little perfoggnance is a mere
act of piety. You pay. mothing to sge-it:
even the sentinel who made way for us
through the crowds that were flocking to
see it, and to whom we offered a trifle, re-
fused the voluntary present, but with great
politeness reminded’ us to take off our hats..

. The monte testaccio, or mount of pct-
sherds, is said to have been produced by all
the potsherds, which, since the time of
Tarquin, the potters residing in that neigh-
bourhood have been. obliged to carry to this
spot, that thie river miglit not be choked
up by them. Itis, indeed, scarcely possible
to conceive how a hill of such magnitude
can have arisen from such potsherds. This
s, however, the fact, be its-origin what it
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mny. It hasnow become a naturdl curiosity,
on account of ‘the eéxtraordinary coolness
#t affords in summer, by means, as it is
said, of the air, which acquires such a
" temperature im the imterstices between
the potsherds.' The finest wine-cellars are
constructed in #5'and in consequence, great
numbers of people resort to the place, espe-
cially in October, to drink the cool beve-
rage. A rmbtitude of tables are set out
under the trees, and the bottle is pushed
merrily round. ' On the shore of the Tiber
they dance the saltarella. Those who love
quietness retire to their homes at the ap--
proach of night, when disorders and even
assassinations aré not rate. The burying-
ground of the; protéstants is separated from
“the Monte Testaccio only by a meadow '
bordered wuh ‘trees. o

The eve of the Epiphany is celebrated by
the Roman- people with as ‘much festivity
as Christmas eve in Upper Saxony. Al
the fruit ard pastry-cooks’ shops are splet»

vol. tv. K .
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d’idly decorated : and are provided with a
kind of hobgoblin; which is in some a
figure with an ugly mask and fiery eyes, and
in others a person disguised in the same
manner, who plays all kinds of tricks. To
this extraordinary but universal custom, the
origin of which I should like to kunow, be-
long stockings filled with oranges and other
fruits. These stuffed stockingsare seen sus-
pended every where, and sometimes letters
are fastened to them with pins. Lovers
present to the objects of their attachment,
stockings of this kind, which do not even
appear to be new. In large shops they go
to a still greater expence. You there see
puppets, of the size of children twelve years
old, which are seated or standing, and ap-
parently conversing : each bhas a stocking
stuffed with fruits hanging at its side. The
confectioners vie with those of Berlin in the
exhibition of their art, and often surpass
them, especially in the choice of the sub-
ject. The former generally .content them-
selves with low scenes: but here [ abserved
the conflagration of Troy, the death of
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Mark Anthony, the discovery of America;
in a word, notking but dignified subjects,
‘which usually occupy a space ten or twelye
paces in length, and two in breadth, the
theatre of which .is not rarely painted, de-
eorated, and illuminated with the utinost
elegance: the small figures being inge-
niously grouped, and in general executed
with great correctness, at least as far as re-
gards the effect. It may easily be con-
ceived what a crowd of joyous spectators
surround these shops. Nevertheless, people
of rank, regardless of the convenience of
the people, drive their carriages in long
rows through the streets, crammed as full
of people as the stockings of oranges, and
even stop before the shops, so as to produce
a pressure that is really dengerous. I must
acknowledge that [ have myself been guilty
of the same impropriety ; but were | go-
vernor of Rome, I would certainly not
suffer it. A native of the north, who is
accustomed to perpetual winds, is struck on
this and various other occasions with the
maany thousand lamps, burning without any
T x%
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cover in the streets, and which are yet
never extinguished by the wind.

By a singular privilege the police of the
Spanish Place, in which I resided, is under
the jurisdiction of the Spanish ambassador,
whose palace is situated in it. The person
who has him for his friend may commit
murder, or any other atrocity he pleases,
in this place. No sbirre dares to lay hands
on the culprit, who stands unconcerned, and
twrns the ministers of justice into ridicule.
Even in cases when the Spanish ambassador
does not extend his protection to the
offender, he at least gains sufficient time,
. by this admirable regulation, to provide at
his ease a secure retreat. The inferior
court must first present its report of the
circumstance to the superior; the latter
must transmit information of it to the go-
wernor,and the governor must acquaint the
minister of state; the minister of state must
dispatch a written note on the subject to
the Spanish ambassador, to which the
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Spanish ambassador must return a written
answer. It is easy to conceive that, during
this interval, the assassin has abundant
time to escape. A year or two ago an un-
fortunate man who was stabbed in this
place, expired at the corner of the street,
where his body lay from morning till night
before the usual formalities allowed it to
be removed. The ladies of pleasure are not
permitted to follow their profession in any
other place in Rome: they too are under
Spanish protection ; for this reason they all
reside in the houses round about it, and the
place swarms with them as soon as evening
arrives. It is highly ludicrous, or, if you
please, highly indecent, to see the grave
deportment of the Spaniard, and at the
same time to consider him as the supreme
protector of the ladies of easy virtue. The
imperial ambassador likewise possessed si-
milar privileges in the place surrounding
his Venetian palace, but his wiser govern-
ment long ago relinquished t cm. Isit
not the height of folly to permit foreign
powers 1o exercise a peculiar jurisdiction in
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a city like Rome; and by thé invielable
respect paid to that jurisdiction, to encou-
rage the commission of crimes ?---Pius Vi..
suppressed many sanctuaries, as they were
called, in and near churches; and since:
that period the number of assassinations has-
considerably decreased. On great festivals,
patroles parade the streets of the city o
horseback, from morning till night. This,
however, did not prevent two persous from
being stabbed on new-year’s-day, at the
fountain of Trevi. ¢ The better the wine
is,” say the Romans themselves, ¢ the more
frequent are assassinations.”

With all these atrocities a high degree
of Roman-catholic piety is, as usual, com-
bined. Before the assassin sneaks to ex-
ecute his bloody purpose, he hears mass;
goes to confession, and is then per-
fectly prepared. If you only pay the Ro-
man clergy for masses, you may do what-
ever you please. The only capital crime in
this state is, to neglect the mass. Accord-
ingly, the book of post-roads begins with
the following exhortation: ¢ Let him who
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is about to set out on a journey, above all
things, go devoutly to confession and the
sacrament ; then let him procure a mass to
be said for the souls of the deceased, or one
pro itincrantibus. On the morning of his
.departure he must hear another mass ; and
when he enters his carriage, or mounts his
horse, or begins his journey on foot, let
him repeat a psalm, or tell his beads, or
whatever else God may inspire him. When
he has actually left his home, let him say
with a contrite heart a confiteor, and "then
the annexed prayer.” Here follows a long
Latin prayer, in which the angel Raphael
s implored to accompany the traveller.
To this succeeds the song of praise of Ze-
chariah, likewise in Latin ; and the conclu-
sion is an eternally long oremus, in which
God is reminded that he conducted the
children of Israel through the Red Sea,
the three kings from the east to the manger
at Bethlehem, and Abraham out of Chaldea;
and that, therefore, on the present occasion,
he must be to the traveller a parasol in heat,
an umbrella in wet weather, a mantle in
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cold, a conductor in weariness, a staff in
slippery paths, and a harbour in shipwreck.
Excepting these edifying things, the Ro-
man book of roads is the most wretched of
the kind in all Europe, for seareely a single
station is correct; and, in particular, the
accounts of foreign countries betray the
most diverting ignoranee.

Naples is in general considered as a
cheaper plaee than Rome. I found it the
veverse, though in the latter I resided at
the best hotel. Apartments, equally good
with those at Naples, are eheaper by a full
third. The same is the case with regard to
the keeping of a carriage. The expences
of the table are nearly alike in both places.
The lacqueys are regues in one eity as welk
as in the other. _Articles of dress are dearer
at Rome, and display less taste than at
Naples. Good drinkable table-wine is more-
easily procured in the former; excellent
Florentine wine, which is not to be had i
the laster, costs only one shilling a bottle.
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The vegetables are very fine. I never met
. with better brocoli, cabbage, Swedish tur-
nips, and particularly onions. The latter
are here boiled whole with beef: they are
deliciously sweet, and produce none of the
disagreeable effects, either on the palate or
the stomach, which proceed from those of
other countries. The bread might be bet-
ter. The maccaron: are brought from Na-
ples, and it is said that they can no where
be made so well: but in that city they are
not all alike in quality, and I often found
them sandy, Sea-fish are as plentiful here
as there, and of the same species; but not
so fresh, as it is necessary to convey them
from the nearest ports. Poultry is. the fa-
vourite food of the Italians; but geese are
very seldom eaten. Most of the soups are
seasoned with grated cheese. The cele-
brated Roman flower-cheese, easeo di fiore,
‘is, however, notwithstanding its fine name,
very insipid stuff. It resembles fresh goats’-
milk cheese, but is said to improve with
age. The best cheese in Italy, and perhaps
in Lurope, is undoubtedly that which is de-
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nominated strachino di milano. Coffee and .

sugar are exorbitantly dear. A pound of
good coffee costs nearly three shillings.
For coffee for three persons, with a few
slices of bread and butter, I was obliged to
pay at the rate of five shillings per day.

——

It is an opinion generally received in the
north, and to which I myself for a long time
gave credit, that the ancient Romans were
acquainted with a method of making a par-
ticular kind of mertar; that it was this
alone which rendered their buildings so
durable, and that the secret has been lost.
This was not the case. The Romans pre-
pared their mortar in the saine manner as
we; but their sand is of a quality much
better adapted to the purpose than ours.
In the north, it is necessary to protect new-
built walls from the wet, if you wish them
not to fall to pieces again: at Rome it is
the very reverse. To give a wall the ut-
most possible durability, they pour upon it
a great quantity of water, by which it is
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eonverted into one single stone; and whemn
.1t is destroyed it falls not in small pieces,
but in huge masses, which lie like the frag-
ments of rocks around. This sand is ac-
cordingly conveyed to distant regious as
ballast. The ancient Romans, however,
understood an art with which the moderns
are unacquainted; namely, that of building
with free-stone without mortar, in such a
manner that the stones appeared to have
been cemented togcther. Persons well-
informed on the subject, actually imagine
that they not only hewed the stones, but
likewise had some method of polishing
them, by which their cohesion was so won-
derfully increased.

D ———

In St. Peter’s church is an altar, over
which you find a representation of the very
probable history of St. Peter and St. Paul
armed ‘with swords, {lying down from
Heaven, and putting to flight Attila the
king of the Huns. It is said that the pre-
sent pope has frequeutly performed his
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orisons before this altar,in the hope of
effecting a similar miracle. It is likewise
repoited that shortly before his journey te
France, he daily offered up fervent prayers
on his knees on this spet. For the truth of
these reports I cannot vouch : but if they
are fictitious, they, at least, betray the sen-
timents of the people, which are perhaps
the same, at the present moment, all over
the world ; as certain causes every where
produce the same effects. Arrogance is
always revolting even''in those who are
born in purple; bat it is intolerable in one
on whose cradle custom did not command
the people to look with respect.

G ————

No stranger should neglect to be present
at the parade of the papal guards ; for never
while he lives will he see any thing of the
kind ‘more ludicrous. About three hun-
dred men, in brown smock-frocks, stand
nearly as they please, opposite the column-
of Antoninus; they have muskets, which
they likewise hold as they pleuse. The band
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try their iastruments, each playing a dif-
ferent tune. The officers walk about the
place, all dressed according to their own
fancy. Ever among those on duty, one
was in uniform, another wore a surtout ;
this had his sword buckled over his coat,
and that under it. One had boots, another
wore gaiters; and the adjutants even panta-
loons, with white thread stockings, and
shoes with silver buckles. At length com-
menced the manceuvses, as they are called;;
that is, the three hundred men threw their
muskets about as they pleased. At last
they marched ; and this crowns the scene
of confusion. No two feet are lifted up or
put down at the same moment; and every
member seems intended to demonstrate that
a curved line is longer than a straight one.
The musicians and soldiers vie with each
other in murdering all measure. It is for-
tunate that only a saint, who knows nothing
about marching, looks down from the
column of Antonine. Had the good old
<mperox becn left on its summit, he would
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long ago have thrown the whole .columa
apon their heads.

As a warning to all future tyrants whe
may chance to read this book (for at present
I know only two that will not), I here state,
that in the country about Rome, the name
©of Nero is still pronounced as one of the
-greatest of curses and execrations. Per il
«corpo di Nerone, is as much as to say, By
the devil himself.

I have a thousand times seen represen-
tations of the holy Virgin standing on the
moon in the first quarter; a hundred times
have I asked what that is mtended to sig-
nify, and have as often received for answer
that it denotes chastity. But why ahalf-moon
should be an emblem of chastity, nobody
could tell. I was, therefore, obliged to
make an hypothesis on the subject myself;
and suppose that the Christians, poor in in-
wention, have in this instance, as in many
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.«ithers, borrowed an idea of the heathens,
namely,'the crescent of the chaste Diana.
But at the same time to denote the triumph
-of christianity, they have taken the moon
from the head of Diana, and converted it
into a footstool fer their Madonona. If I am
wrong, I shall be glad to be corrected.

Sr—————

The arch of Constantine is now entirely
«cleared of*the rubbish that buried its foot;
and when I left Rome, preparations were
making to surround it with a similar kind
of wall and railing as that which encom-
Ppasses the.arch of Septimius Severus. Somée
-of the columns have been partly cleaned, to
-discover of what material they are com-
posed. It is giallo anticay, Most of the
Romans are of opinion that the digging
ound this arch was a superfluous labour.

In the palace of Spada stands the same
wolossal statue of Pompey, at the foot of
which Julius Cesar was assassinated. While
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the French were masters of Rome, they
conceived the idea of representing the Death
of Cesar by Voltaire, in a Roman theatre ;
and to strengthen the illusion, they, with
great trouble, actually brought this statue
on the stage. Great complaints are made
of the injury it suffered in this removal, for
the modern assassins of Cesar did not treat:
the great Pompey with much tenderness. -

The printing-establishment of the Pro-
paganda at Rome, pretends to be in pos-
session of the alphabets of all known lan-
guages, and printed specimens of them are
actually sold there. But if none of them
be more correct than the German alphabet,
which is so easy to be procured, they are of
very little value. No German would ever
imagine them to be the letters of his native
language.—A learned Dane, residing at
Rome, had lately very great trouble to pro-
cure something to be printed in the Coptic
language. He was under the necessity of
correcting it at least twenty times before it
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was only tolerably accurate. This pre-
tended opulence in languages must there-
fore be nothing more than empty osten-
tation.

An artist of Rome, whose name I shall
take good care not to mention, has com-
posed two beautiful, but at the same time
extremely malicious designs. In the centre
of one is represented Buonaparte, standing,
in a general’s uniform, and with his sword.
drawn. In eight small medallions, sur-
rounding the principal figure; are depicted
his most celebrated achievements; as, for
example, the battle of Marengo, the bridge
of Lodi, &c. Underncath this picture is
the inscription 4 chicvements of Buonaparte
the generad. * The sccond drawing is.a com-
panion to the fermer. In the oentre is
Buonaparte in his imperial regalia. He is
again surrounded by eight small medallions,
in which are represented the following sub-
jects : 1, the murder of the duke d’Enghieii;
2, the conversation with lord Whitworth;

¥ OL, 1V, L
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3, the building of the flotilla for the inva-
.sion of England ; 4, the institution of the
Jegion of honour ; 5,the seizure of the Eng-
lish minister at Hamburgh; 6, reception of
the mayor who, in his harangue, said ¢ God
created Buonaparte, and rested from his la-
bours;” 7, his parting from his brother
Lucien; 8, his coronation. Under the whole
is the inscription: Achievementsof .Buona-
parte the ruler of Irance. Who would
_imagine that the rudeness and audacity of
an artist could proceed to such lengths?
Fortunately he will never meet with an en-
.graver who will ventpre to multiply his ill-
mannered - productions.

THE MOST RECENT MIRACLE THAT HAS
HAPPENED AT ROME.

" THgRe is at Rome a church which I
-have not yet mentioned; it is called Santa
.Maria in Cosmedin, is said to have been
erected in the year 271, and is likewise de-
nominated boeca della verita, (mouth of
‘truth,) on account of -a large round mask
with an -enormous mouth, fixed up in its
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vestibule. Tradition says that in former
times the Romans, in order to give the
more solemn confirmation to oaths, were
used to put their hands into this mouth, and
~that if a person had taken a false oath, his
hand would have been bitten off. How the
mask came to be placed in this situation,
they know as little as where the antique,
marble orator’s chair, which is now used
as a pulpit in the church, formerly stood.
The mouth has ceased to bite ; but to make
amends the church possesses a very ancient
and miraculous iinage of the Virgin, with
a black face painted on a gold ground.
The execution of this face is said to exceed
all the powers of human a-t, according to
the written testimony of two great painters,
Ghezzi and Lamberti, who flourished about
a century ago. Hence the priests assert,
that it was painted either during the life-
time of the blessed Virgin, or she appeared
to the painter, who was probably St. Luke,
or perhaps even an angel. The inscription
on the image is evidently of modern’date;
but the priests get rid of that objection by

) SR :
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saying that the inscription was placed under
it at a later period. At the time of the de-
struction of the images in the East, this
treasure is said to have been rescued and
brought to Rome. In this city it has per-
formed numerous miracles; and, in spité of
inundations and earthquakes, it has always
remained uninjured. An extraordinary
miracle happened on the 5th of June, 1672.
On Whitsunday, the attendants had neg-
lected to unlock the doors of the closet in
which this image is preserved, and which
are usually opened on :ll great festivals.
But when the Gloria in excelsis was sung,
aud they had come to the words, adoramus
te, the Madonnpa recollected that it was one
of the days on which she ought to be visible;
the doors burst open with a violent noise,
and threw down two vases full of flowers,
- which had been placed before them. A holy
awe seized the whole congregation, and the
priests drew up a report of the miracle.
Since that time the black Madonna has, as
" usual, interceded powerfully with beaven,
but has not performed any miracles attended.
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with such striking circumstances and such
great advantage.

Let us now see what happened in the year
1802, at the beginning of our highly en-
lightened century. A nun, Annunziata
Mareelli, twenty-seven years of age, falls
sick in September; she is afflicted with a
painful abscess, cough, spitting of blood ;
and being given over by the physieians, she
receivesextreme unction. Her confessor pre-
sents her with an image of the blessed Virgin
in Cesmedin ; she applies it like a cataplasm
to her aching breast, and finding that of no
avail, she requests her confessor on the 17th
of March 1803, to procure her a little oil
out of the lamp that burns before the image;
and at the very moment she makes this re-
quest, she feels an unusual internal emo-
tion. On the 1yth of March the oil is
brought: full of faith; she anoints the ab-
scess, and lays the image upon it again.
Her cough, and the spitting of blood, to-
gether with the other' symptoms, return
once or twice at first, but she soon falls into
a slumber, and the blessed Virgin of Cos-



150 RECENT MIRACLE

medin appears at the foot of her bed, in the
very same form as she is exhibited in the
church. Meved by the fervent prayers of
the afflicted sufferer, Mary lays her hand
upon the abscess; the patient suddenly
opens her eyes, springs out of bed, throws
herself on the ground, and remains in that
posture full three-quarters of an hour in a
trance. She then rises, and is perfectly
well. On the same morning, the 20th of
March, this nun, wbo was before reduced
to the weakest state imaginable, proceeds
with firm and steady steps to the church of
her benefactress, where she continues se-
veral hours returning thanks on her knees,
without experiencing the slightest incon-
venienee ; returns on foot to her convent,
and partakes with a good appetite of the
ordinary eoarse fooed, as though she had
suffered nothing from illness. The follow-
ing day she paid a visit to the cardinal
protector of her convent, and to several
churches ; and bas remained uncommonly-
healthy to the present day. This whole
miraculous history is attested by, 1, the
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nun herself; 2, the superior and all the
sisters who attended the patient; S, the
confessor ; and, lastly, two learned physi-’
cians. Upon this the government per-
mitted the story to be printed on blottiug-
paper, accompanied by a wretched wood-
cut, in which the nun is represented lying
in bed at the moment when the Madonna
applies her hand to her breast. From this
edifying narrative I have made a short ex-
tract. The most remarkable circumstance
of the whole affair, is undoubtedly the at-
testation of the two physicians and the sur-
geon: their names are Buciolotti, physician
in ordinary to the convent; Moricini, who
is besides professor of chemistry; and Deci,
surgeon. ‘“ The nun, who is of a melan-
choly phlegmatic temperament,” say they,
¢ was attacked in September, 1802, with a
violent vomiting. Bark could not be ap-
plied, and consequently the fever continued;
together with daily vomiting in spite of all
tonic and anodyne medicines, among which
opium .in particular was administered in
every form, both'internally and externally.

A
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At length the fever lelt her; but in its stead
a swelling appeared -on the left side of the
epigastrium, immediately below the sinewy
-extremities of the two or three first ribs.
This swelling was extremely painful at the
slightest touch, and continued to increase,
till at length it projected full half an inch
beyond the ribs. The colour of the skin
was not changed, and every thing shewed
that the seat of the swelling was to be
sought in the membranes or the intestines
underneath them. Al emollient remedies,
and even cicata, were ineffectual ; as were
likewise the gums, soups, salts, &c. taken
inwardly ; and-as all these medicines only in-
creased the vomiting, which was now at-
tended sometimes with - frothy, and some-
“times with black blood, they resolved to
prescribe nothing more. In a short time,
-an obstinateadry copgh, accompanied with
4 burning fever, supervened towards even-
ing; the patient grew gradually weaker,
‘her dissolution seemed to be at hand,and no
:glteration took place in the swellipg. Such
was her state on the 19th of March; bst
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‘on the 21st, what an astonishing change !—

not a trace of the swelling was 1o be found ;
the cough was gone, and the vomiting had
ceased. All the strength she had lo t was
suddenly restored, she was able to walk a
‘considerable distance, to go up sad down
‘stairs, without assistance or ditliculty After
the most care ul exa:nination,” add th-se
learned physicians,  no trace of any pre-
vious crisis could be discovered, either by
urine, steol, vomitiag, or menthly ‘evacu-
ations (which latter had ceased during the.
whole period of her illness); whence it is
evident, that her sudden recovery is not to
be ascribed to any natural means, but
solely and aloncto the intercession of the
blessed Virgin.”—Thaus far these sage gen-
tlemen. It may easily be imagined that
the priests belonging to the church have not
failed to tura this miracle to advantage.
The orthodox believers thronged thither in
crowds; for three days a ¢ridue was cele-
brated, and on the third even his holiness
Pius VII. attended by twenty-one cardinals,
‘was pleased to visit the church, and to im-
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part his benediction. A priest wrote a
pamphlet, entitled Notizie historicke dell’
anticlissima e miraculosa immagine, &ec.
which is likewise lying before me, and con--
cludes thus: “ Since that time the sacred
image has been exposed to public venera-
tion, is visited, worshipped, and praised
every hour by many thousands of the pious;
innumerable believers confess and commu-
nicate, procare masses to be read, purchase
imitations of the image, seek to obtain some
oil from the lamp, and all with the greatest
justice ; for herc is an inexhaustible spring
of benefits, spiritual and corporeal, which
God will cause to flow” (into our pockets)
¢ to all eternity. Amen!”

’ A
BETWEEN ROME AND BOLOGNA.

By the same gdte; which three months
before I had enteréd with anxious expec-
tation, I now- qnitted the metropolis of the
world with a light heart and gratified curi-
osity. I passed over'the Pons milvius, now -
Ponte molle, a bridge which was destroyed
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in the battle between Constantine and the
tyrant Maxentius, and was afterwards re-
built by one of the popes. An ancient
tower that is still standing, is said to have
been constructed by Belisarius to defend
the passage of the Tiber against the Goths..
Here it was that Maxentius precipitated
himself into-the waves, and put a period to
his life, which has probably been represent-
ed in too black colours. Proceeding along
the via Flaminia, formerly lined by a great
number of splendid mausoleums, you ar-
rive at

CITTA CASTELLANO,

A WRETCHED place, and intereésting only
to those who bring with them recollections
of antiquity. Here once stood Veii, here
dwelt the proud Veientes, whose achieve-
ments would probably have been as highly
celebrated as those of the Romans, had they
possessed historians like the latter. Three
hundred years they struggled with the Ro-
mans for their liberty ; beneath their walls
fell the_three hundred generous Fabii, -who
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quitted Rome unaccompanied, in order to
immortalize their race by their magnani-
mity. Furius Canillus at length over-
came this martial people. The place now
contains nothing but mean-spirited beggars,
-of whom Volkmann even asserts, that they
live in caves. Since he travelled, they have
probably built houses, which it is true are
miserable enough, but are not at all like
caves.

NARNI

Has an extremely romantic situation, on
the brow of a lofty hill. Just before you
come to the town, the road is bordered by
precipices; where the rugged crags, rent
asunder in the most picturesque manner,
form defiles so narrow, so dark, and so
frightful, that I wonder the ancients did not
place there the entrance into their hell. An
Orpheus climbing up the side of these
abysses, would indeed stand a,chance of
being precipitated into the subterraneous
empire of Pluto. The ancient inhabitants
of Narni were a brave and yesolute people.
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The Romans, being unable to conquer their
hill, resolved to starve them out. This they
actually accomplished : on which the Nar-
‘nians having first killed their wives and
children,afterwards dispatched themselves ;
and the awe-struck conquerors entered over
heaps of dead bodies into the desolate city.
On account of this circumstance they
thought proper to call it Nequinum, from
nequitia hominum, the wickedness of men,
Had the same occurred in a Roman city,
would not their historians have extolled
the deed to the skies? I know a modern na-
tion, that acts precisely in the same manner;
" declaring it to be the most atrocious of
crimes if people do not immediately give
up to them all their substance, and relin-
quish all their possessions.—Close to-Narni,
but on the other side of the town, are the
ruins of a bridge, built by the emperor Au-
gustus, for the purpose of connecting two
‘mountains, and rendering the road'to De-
*rugra more easy. This read isso extremely
rugged that it can be travelled only on foot
J would, therefore, advise ‘ladies not tc»
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suffer themsclves to be led thither by cu-
tiosity, particularly as there is not much to
be scen. A single large arch is still stand-
ing on the left bauk, » piece of another on
the right, and the ruins of two demolished
arches may be perceived in the middle of
the stream. The bridge was built of free-
stone, and must have been magnificent.—An
agreeable valley reachces from this place to
Terni. Bat when travellers assert, that the
'grass is cut.once a year, I shall not believe
them, and the reason of this incredulity is
because the valley produces no grass.
Corn-fields, interspersed with mulberry trecs
and vines, extend without interruption to
Terni. It may, indeed, have been other-
‘wise in the time of Pliny; on whose au-
thority this assertion is made.

‘ TERNT,

Tue native town of Tacitus, and the thea-
‘tre of an extraordinary wonder of nature.
The cascades of Tivoli are beautiful; the
‘fall of Terni is great and majestic. There
Tacitus would probably have been a poet:
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here he could be no other than a historian ;
and his style could not but be simply ner-
vous, and rugged like these rocks. Here I
had an opportunity.of making many reflec-
tions on the influence which the objects that
first surround a writer, cxercise on the
- choice of the subjects to which he for ever
devotes his pen: these would probably lead
me to interesting speculations; not te the
waterfall of Terni, only to digressions
which I will spare the reader. No saoner
had I alighted from the carriage, than I
ordered post-horses, for the distance of
that noble fall from the town is a good
‘German mile (upwards of four milesand a
‘half English). You may either ride thither
on horseback, or in a two-wheeled cabrio-
let: in which it is indeed possible for.two per-
sons to sit if they are on good terms
with each other ; for they are squeezed
so close, and tumbled so frequently one
against the other, that two persons inimi-
cally disposed, are obliged either to be
reconciled or to fight. On the other
hand I wish the lover joy who has an
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opportonity of making this excursion withr
his coy fair-one; she is inevitably lost.—
We first passed through a fine wood of
olives, animated by industrious peasants,
who were just then (about the middle of
January) engaged in gathering the fruit. -
At the end of this wood we reached the vil-
lage of Papinia, above which towers a steep
and lofty mountain; and observed the road
winding round the summit, appearing at a
distance like a narrow foot-path. The pos-
tilion, however, eneouraged us, assuring us
that he every day passed that road with bis
light cabriolet. We found, indeed, that
the stecp preécipice is provided only hereand
there with low walls; but a stranger can
- have noconception of the safety with which
these horses proceed along such roads.
We met a great number of peasants on
horseback, who trotted on the extreme
verge, so that there was not the breadth of
astraw between themr and an abyss of per-
haps three hundred fathoms, and were as
- merry and unconcerned as if they were taking
. & ride in a park, They might with conve-
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:#tience have ‘kept the middle of the road,
-but did not give themselves ‘the trouble to
-look either at that or their horses, and the -
animals seemed to prefer the dangerous
path. Such is the power of :custom ! Cou-
.rage is nothing more than an acquaintance
-with danger. At length-you reach the sum-
-mit of the steep mountain, and arrive at a
-small plain, where, five years ago, a blood-
tess battle was fought between the French
and the Neapolitans. The number of the
former was eight hundred, that of the latter.
four thousand, and yet they ran away as
they did every where else, regardless of the
venerable shade of Tacitus. The neigh-
-bouring inhabitants bre of opinion, that it
must have been the effect of treachery, be-
‘cause the Neapolitan general had shortly
before had an interview with the command-
.ing officer of the French: but I believe
that nature alone is to blame, for having de-
-nied the frequently Herculean bodies of the
Neapolitans the smallest spark of animat-
ing courage. This plain was formerly em-
.bellished . with vines, but these were cut
NOL. 1V, : M
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down by the French for the use of their
little camp. We pursued our way on feot
through various windings, among laurel
trees, over slippery ground : for, though itis
stil} 2 quarter- of an hour’s walk to the fall,

yet. it spray (reaches as fur as this place.
The boise. of .the .cataract we had heard
above anthousi... I advise every traveller
before hee approackes, to stipulate with his
cieerone 4o conduct him, without any wind-
ings, straight. to.a small house called Ca-
gino, built on amisolated crag opposite to
the fall; else these people; who are fond of
having a great deal to shew, take him to si-
tuations' where he discovers first ene, and
then another jportiom of the. cataract, and
ot oqly :lead  him unnecessarily - round
about, :but:greatly diminish the general
effect.—The day of our visit was serene,
and one of ‘the-coldest we had experienced
in1taly ; for the vapours rising like dust from
the sdtream, -bad settled round about and
were frozen jato ice, which rendered every
stepthat we-took near these profound abysses
extremely - dangerous.  Exclusive of the
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danger, our excursion was truly comic, for
our two guides were obliged to spread their
cloaks for us on the slippery declivity, in
order to afford us a safe footing. As soon
as we had all passed from the first mantle to
the second, we were obliged to make a long
Ralt, till the first mantle was carried for-
ward and placed by the! side of the other,
and so alternately the whole way. At length
we reached the object of iour wishes: we
stood beneath the shed open on all sides up
to the ancles in water,-and exposed to a
drizzling rain.  But who-could here think
of any incoavenience for the first ten mi- -
nutes ? and whe could, even at the end of
twenty-four hours, conceive the idea of de-
scribing this:spectacle ? ' From a: perpendi-
cular height of two hundied feet the whole
cuirent of the Velino precipitates itself
among the craggy rocks beneath, and the
scene which it there presentsis not a sub-
Jjeet either for the pencil or the pen. Your
eye is fixed, your ear is stunned, the ground
on which you stand shakes incessantly ;
terror almost seizes you, and obliges you ta
M2
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tremble too. But a spectacle delightful,
enchanting, and unparalleled, rivets your
attention ; you perceive a rainbow—a bow
did I say ? a circle—yes, positively, you per-
ceive the whole variegated cirele overarch-

ing the fall, and so nearly uniting at the

bottom, that not above a twelfth part of
jts circumference is.wanting-at the base.
This phenomenon is like enchantment. We
are so accustumed to see in the finest rain-
bows at most a semicircle, that we are lost
in astonishment at this -spectacle.. And
what colours! sach Iris never ‘painted on
the fitmament : -they all-bum ; it is an-ar-
tificial firework-in the.midst of the water.
‘But this is not énough; nature seems tQ
“take delight in surprising your senses with
new wonders: thé eircle is- suddenly re-
“flected to the: Tight and left; you see four
-arches.at.the same time,'and the colours-of
‘these wery reflections - are as vivid as those
“usually “exhibited elsewhere - by the finest
rainbows. The waterfall of Terni is truly
_’bedutiful, biit infinitely more beautiful is the
raisbow of Terniyand the recollection of its
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and man, must be strongest on this_spot.
I left it with a sentiment of profound me-
lancholy, and shall remembcr xt Wwith tfans-
pott as long as I live. Iti lb one of  the
three objects which wxll yndehbly impress
on my mind the rcco]lect.lop of, Ital) ;. the
' flaming Vesuvius,, the subtgrraneous Pom-
peii, and the rainbaw of Tgraly, a0 .,

If I bad eyen .seen nothing more of
Italy than these,,; I should, haye. returned -
satisfied.—I would, however,, adyiss. every
traveller who.intends) tq;spend, hajf an.boyr
at this spot, te take an pmbrella.with, him; .
otherwise, notwithstapding, the serenity of
the sky, he will get, wgt to the skin. . Qn -
our return we walked to the foot of the
mountain, that we might enjay the delight-
ful prospects. This pleasuge, however, was -
embittered by, the gircumstances related to -
us by our guide. . He was,3 poar man from
Papinia, who procured a scanty subsistence -
by gathering olives, or. working in the ving-
yards as a.day-labourer. He assured us,
- that gll the inhabitants of his vaag_c; were -

e
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as poor as himself; for the French had
plundered them of every thing.- They had
wantonly murdered his aged and infirm fa-
ther; aml hehad seen them strip the women
of the rings from their ears, the necklaces
from their neeks, the buckles from their
shoes, and the clothes from their bodies. [
asked how the Neapolitans had behaved.
They had, in his opinion, ne time to plun-
der, for they instantly ran away.—The
remains of a’' temple dedicated to - the
sun are said to have been discovered at
Terni. I went to ‘sée them. It isa'small
circular edifice, the'exterior of which, it is
true, bears marks -of ‘antiquity ; but 1 am
inclined to doubt whether the ‘small stones
of which it is construeted are actually so
ancient as the time of the Romans. - The
building must once have had an openrotun-
da. The interior has been converted into
a little, awkward church. Under a clock in
the market-place of Terni, Volkmarm asserts
that he saw an inscription, but it is no leng-
er to be found. I shall, however, transcribe
it; partly because it contains a fine idea,
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and partly because is affords an. gdditiona]
proof that ‘modern langnages .ane .in most
eases susceptible.-of equal;brgyity with the
Latin, and sometimes even gurpass.it. in that
respect.. Hora, dies et nitg, fugit, manet
unica virtus: ** Hours, days,lite fly ;, virtue
" alone remains.” ... .y, ‘
AR ,;H' VI,
. $POLETO. . .,

Er Pliny is -t be beligved, jthis hand-
some town is inhabited by the mgst ancient
people in Italy, . ;They.were likewjse dis-
tinguished for their valour, for,they repuls-
ed Hannibal, whe had.Jaid. siege to their
city ; and the gate fram which they ;sallied
is still ealled Porta fuge LThe. inhabitants
are still proud of the cirgnmstange, for when
¥ enquired fori the  portq fugg the common
people immediately related with great ani-
mation the exploit of their ancestars. The
ruins of several antique_edifices, which are
said to have been templcs,are still to be seen
at Spoleto. A temple of Diana, as itis called,
without the town, has an architrave in good
preservation ; on which, among other deco-
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rations in bas-relief, there are likewise
bunches of grapes:.. Thg traveller proceed-
ing towards Rome, will. undoubtedly stay
here for the gratification of his curiosity.
longer than I did, who.was returning from.
that city, and bad seen its most, nagnificent-
ruins. For the same reason some. pictures-
by Guercing,and Annibal, Caracei, had not
‘power to gllure me intp the church ; though.
it is not improhpable that they may long,.ago .
have have been,zemosed by the French.
Volkmann felages, that ip the vicipity of
* Spoleto there js fopnd an ingombustible fos-
sil or wood ; I kngw not,which, for I write
from memory. . I mage ¢nquizy .of several
inhabitants of the soway but,nene.af them
knew any thigg, of the sircamstange. On
the other hand it, is very certain, that the
adjacem copntry produces good wine, which -
is rather sweet, but .of a wer) a.greeable
flavour.

The rogd to I‘olggno is romannc Among
other objects you suddenly come in sight of
a town built. round a mountain exactly in
the same manner as the tower of Babylon is
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generally represented, the road winding i
a spiral direction up-to the very top. Itis
commonly: said that the road to Bologna by
way of Ancona . is 1trore convenient than by
way of Florence ; -for my part I'did not find
that to:be case. In'the latter there are
many hills which ‘you can‘enly ascend by
means of oxen ; but in-the former you are -
.not once obliged to have' Yecourse to the
a#id of those animals: Perhaps thesé¢ hills -
may be steeper. The use'of‘oxen, however,
is probably only = custdin *of the country ;.
for I ascended’ and ‘deseended all the hills
in both reads-on-foot; that - I. hight lose uo
part of the delighthil- prospeets; without
perceiving. themi to be“steeper ‘in this than
in-the other. 'When you-approach a std-
tion where you change oxen, the postilion
takes a large shell from his pocket, and pro- .
duces from it a loud, hollow sound which is
heard at a great distance ; and which, from -
the descriptions of the ancients, has the
greatest resemblance to the tone of the Ro-
man Tuba.—Those who wish to get clear as
soon as possible of the Apennines, should
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take this ‘redd- thongh it is a eonsiderable
circuit); for they ¢limb among them, at most
but two or three days, whereas they wculd
be not less.than twiee the time in the other.
Teo counterbidance this inconvenienee, the
beautitul Florence affords a charming point
- of repose. ' ‘Both roads are good, only the
traveller. should ' be aotustomed: to travel
along the brink of -abysses which have nei-
ther wall nor zsils. - The inns are almost ald
bad, but those'on' the road to -Ancona are
superior to the>athers.: The worst of a jour-
mey in winter shreugh. Italy is, that yeu
suffer so mush' fdoni ¢old:; for though the
most intense cold does not' exoeed one or
two degrees, and econsequently a native of
the north experiences no ineonvenience
from it i the open air, yet the houses are as
cool as eéllars, and the preservatives against
eold are truly wretched. Fire-places, it is
true, you find every where, but they gene-
rally smoke so intolerably, that you are glad
to see the fire extinguished again. Besides,
not a single door is provided with a proper
lock or latch; at mest you have nothing
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to fasten them with but a padock ; so that
if you chuse to sit with the door shut, you
must keep a servant stationed at it, to operf
and shut it whenever any one wants to go
in or-out. In spi‘e of this troublesome pre-
caution, you are continually termented by
the most terrible draughts of air; for the
doors are not only full of ehinks and holes,
through which that foe to health penetrates,.
but there is not a window - that does not al-:
low it free admission. 'When you take into
the aceount the floors of ‘baick and the ice-
cold bed-chambers, withotit ire-places, it
will be easily eonceived; that a journey in
winter through the deep snows of Russia is
performed with- mueh. more:comfort than
one through the verdant. fields of laly,
where at this moment the ‘natives are. ga~
thering their harvest of olives. The pro-
verb, < All is not gold that glitters,” is
perfectly applicable to this case. Those
who wish- to travel in this country with any
degree of comfort, would do well to provide
themselves with furs and fur-shoes, not to
wear abroad but in the house. They ought
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likewise to take with them a stock-of good’
wine, for a tolerable beverage is very rarely
t0' be met withy: -Nor should: they forges
coffee, sugar, cups and saucers, wax-candles,
snuffecs, ink, pens; &c. which are either not
to be procured rat all, or are of very bad
quality.. Nay, I weuld .even advise every
traveller.to sake.with him o peiz of bellows ;-
for, he will:no whare, find this article, so in--
dispensable, foy; a firenplace, and the want.
of which \ig-frequemiby-the, soason ‘that the
fire burns, sq, ifhiJa- seany -places even:.
knives, and forks, mephcially the latter, are
something reve),-Notwithbianding the praises
I .befgre bestowed o shexetutinoes, I muost
now copfing thesn.euislyvto 1thase. of Flo-
renge,. pRd WaER, thie trayalen she particu-
larly on his.guprd agawmst: bthe. Roman iwe~
turipogs.. By :means; of, my:-landlord; who
appeared to:hA a very honest man,:I ens-
gaged omeof the mostcelehinateil veturinoés
of Rome, to cary. me. with four:geod mules
ingden. dnys to Bologba, and. as nsual stipu-
lated that he should, pay forisupper. Hav-
ing placed myself early im the ynorning, bes
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“fore it'was light, in the carriage, ‘I"heard
the well-known sound -of the mule-bells be-
fore it, and had no reason to doubt that the
mules themselves were there. -Bat when it
grew light, L perceived that instéad of those
long-eared animals; they. were nothing but
horses, which-are nét by far .so sure-footed
in mountainous countiies, and: consequently
the fellow had grossly deceived me. Oun
the second duy we were twice ini-danger of
breaking our necks; becawse the horses were
not able to stop the carriage in going down
bill. - As. one /df: them . ~vag' completely
knocked 'upy randid!waguSed very illat thé
inn throegh. the negligence of :the vetutino,
I paid-hinr for twe'days ambsent #im back!

* His dispppoimtmeént rendeteéd him tulkadtive,
and he detlaved thatche hdd: been -obliged
to give my rogue. of a- landlldard - ten’ scudi
¢about two' guineas ‘and a -hdlf)' which ‘he
should: notibe able:to “recover, The name
of my honest -host:is Savatinto ; he' keeps a
very good:but a very dear house in‘the Spa-
nish Place. He:is extremely officious ‘to

"psovide every thing that & stranger. wants,
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but not without abundant interest, as may
be perceived from ‘this specimen. When I
afterwards enquired of the landlord at Terni
why he had accommedated us so badly,
whereas | had experienced the best treat-.
ment when I ‘tiavelled with Florentine ve-
turino¢s, he reglied, that the Florentines
alone provided withourt pa¥simony for their
passengers; end iwilihgly paid six, seven, or
«even eight paole {abeut three shitlings and
sixpence)- for‘euch’ pérsen, while the Ro-
mans grambleditvigive three or four. The
mysteryp was-how “explained. . I hired post-
horses, was inviolwed:irdeed in frequent dis-
putes, paid ratlfer sitore ironey, but travel-
led twice as’ expéditiowsly; ‘and was treated
in the best minneér. But to give an instance
of the ishameléss extortion of the Italian

" inn-keepery, I shall only state, that the first

night I was obliged to pay ten scudi for a
very indifferent ‘supper -and wretched beds
for three persons. “The postmasters are "
eqaally eager to impose mpon the traveller,
and he seldom leaves a station but what
they attempt to force upon him an addi.
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tional horse. = After this little digression I
hasten to pursue my route.

Proceeding from Sersa Valta to Ponte la
Trave, you peroeive, near-a bridge, on a
wild and lonely hill a cross, beneath which
is interyed a .Spanish pauntess, who, two
years ago, was murdered on that spot. The
good lady had. incautionsly saffered those
about. her to perceive that shie had with her
money .and jewels te a groat.amoeunt. At
the last poat,station of . Vialoimarg, her own
coutier had formed: a9, intimate -acquaint-
ance with tha postanester, who likewise kept
the inn there: ;12 thitd: pécomplice was soon
found; |ﬂ‘dftb¢yn]ﬂj[ iﬂ(ml't in this solitaty
spot.for the unfartungte lady. She was es<
corted hy.twe dragoons, one of whom was
shot. and the other.fled ; while the countess
herself was.dragged from her carriage and
inhamanly. mardered. The vengeance of
justioe swiftdy overtook the three assassins,
who were taken and quartered alive; after
which their mutilated bodies were hung
upon three trees near the spot where the
crime was perpetrated, There they are stil}
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- suspended, a horrible spectacle. 'Fhe place,
-as may naturally be supposed, is haunted. At
midnight three blood-stained ghosts rise be-
neath the trees,.and sigh. After some time
they slowly, proceed to the bridge, and fix
their hollow eyes upon the cross. A ma-
_jestic female . clothed in.white then appears,
and stalks across the bridge. The three
apirits drop, sobbing, upon their knees, and
stretch out .their.hands in the attitude of
supplication. The mgjestic female, . how-
ever, praceeds on her .way, without taking
any notice of them ; and the three spirits are
immediately converted .into three flames of
.fire, which burn.and crackle, till, at.the ex-
piration of the midnight-hour, they are ex-
_tinguished with a loud noise. The white
figure, on the contrary, is.changed, on the
other side of the bridge, into a rosy. cloud ;
which continues to ascend, and. before it is
entircly .dissolved in .air, scems for a few
moments to shed a soft roseate tint over the
summits of the mountains. No -sooner has
the rose-coloured cloud vanished,than a tem-
/pestuous wind suddenly sweeps through the
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lonely valley, the bones on the three trees
“rattle, and the whole spectral phenomenon
is at an end.—A fine subject for a bal
But let us pass to a less melancholy subj
It is impossible to forbear laughing w
you mect at the distance of one hunt
and twenty miles from Rome, flocks of
or two hundred turkeys, travelling lovit
together on foot to that city. One pe
is sufficient to manage the well-discipli
troop. For this purpose he employs a re
which, as is well known, grows to a g
height in Italy: the knnth of this ree
at least equal to the breadth of the r
He holds it in the centre with both har
and walks in the middle of the road, to
off the retreat of his fellow-travellers. If
he meets in the Apennines (where the road
has in general a precipice on one side and
steep rocks on the other) carriages, for
which heis obliged to make way; he drives
his flock towards the rocks, where the ani-
mals remain quietly gazing till it has passed,
and clucking a hundred salutations to the
traveller. It is impossible to conceive how
VOL, 1V, ‘N



178 LORETTO.

the moderate profit can compensate for the
expences, the dlﬂ'iculues, and the loss of
time, of such a tedious journey : for though
the feathered travellers do not proceed far
in one day, yet they certainly cannot arrive
it Rome in better condition than when they
]eft homeé’; and are _probably fed again in
"thait city, ‘that they may be rendered worthy
gallinaccios for the tables of the prelates
and cardinals.

In the same manner large herds of fat
swine are driven to Rome: they are black
like those of Naples, i)ut not g0 naked.

N AT

LORETTO.

I navE likewise made a pilgrimage to the
blessed Virgin at Loretto, and have been in
the house in which she never lived. Every
one knows that the kind angels took the
trouble to remove this house entire from Je-
rusalem, and to carry it on their wings to
Dalmatia. But not liking that country,
they only reposed for a short time, proba-
bly took some refreshment, and packing up
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the house aééin, flew . witﬁ it across the
Adriatic sea. They first placed it in the
shade of a foreat but on_ account of the
wickedness of two brothers in that neigh-
bourhood, they posteJ away, to’a third:sta-
tion ; and car ned the house in safet‘y o Lo-
retto, where it remains to thls da.y Itis
a pity that the good aqge]s had not pald
more regard t6 travellers and pllgums,,
and had reflected that all, mortals have
not wings kae them,p'ud' t at 1,t mgst con;.
sequently - ‘be extflemely m.cqnvement to
the children of mén to citmb such a con-
foundedly steep hill. When you are once
at the top, you ar¥ twletdbly well pleased ;
for Loretto is a ver Y, pretty litle place, and
is dlstmgulshed bv 1t= broa(i and snaxgh&
streets from all the towns of Ita]y that: 1
‘have yet seen. We found thele a tolerabl)
good inn, a fire-place that did not smoke
much; and (what drew f‘xom me exptessnoqs
of joyful surprize) a 1ock’to the door. We
slept soundly under the’ protectxon of the
Madonna, and hastened the next morning
to survey her habitation.' In all the streets
N 2
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through which we passed, millions of rosa-
ries and crosses were exposed for sale ; they-
are manufactured of every kind of coloured
glass and stones; and after being stirred
about in the Virgin’s soupidish, are eonses
" crated by’ the priests.~~The canons who
" bavethe honour toattend npon the Madonna,
arc distinguished by a grey patch on their
slioulders ; and reside in'a spacious edifice,
which is connettéd with the chureh by a
magnificent, wide, épen colounade. Bencath
this colennade are legtons of beggars, who,
- being ‘unable to inove the-heart of the Ma-
donna; try whether travellers will be -more
compassionate than she. - At every step the
stranger is ‘stopped’ by a: dirty - extended
hand; or an old’ gréasy hat. Before the
chureh stands a-mefal statue of pope Six-
tus V. The papal costumme is so absurd, that
a statue thus clothed must necessarily be a
disgrace to any place : but the physiognomy
.of this old rogue is faithfully represented;
such he undoubtedly looked, when he de-
ceived all the cardinals in the conclave by
Ais cough. Though it was early in the



LORETTO. 131

morning, we found the church filled with
believers knecling and walking on their
knees, aud most of the alars were attend-
ed by loquacious priests. We immedi-
ately advanced to the Santa Casa, a small
gquadrangular building in the middle of
the church, and covered on every side with
bas-relicfs, awmong which besides other
things the history of the laborious removal
of the house is rcpresented. Marble steps
and brass doers lead to. the interior. One
of the latter was ‘bro,sxghg,with the building
. by the angels, .and. .is .never opcued. To
make amends, a.fas-¢eli¢/ of the scourging
of Chiist is exbubited wpon it, No person,
indeed, would ever,¢ongejye that this shape-
less piece.of metal had..eyer represented a
Christ; it has been kissed go.smooth by the
lips of the pious. Not less astonishment is
excited by the view of the marble steps and
the whole marble floor round about, for
‘both contain furrows as deep as those of &
newly plonghed field.  These have been
imprinted by the knees of Lelievers. If
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we reflect for a moment how many mil-
lions of kisses and of knees it required to
produce this smoothness and these furrows,
it is enough to make us weep (if we could
for laughing) at the silly blindness of men
who fill the short span of life with such lu~
dicrous exercises. We first entered the
kitchen of the blessed Virgin, which is now-
situated .behind the altar. . Probably the
altar itsclt served .for a fire-place : but this
apartinent now contains nothing to remind
the spectator of a-kitchen, excepting the
Madonna herself’;: whose face is so black,
that she must, like a good housewife, have
been a good deal in the smoke. It is well
known, that, during the last war, she made
a little excutsipn. with the French army :
which plcased her so bighly, that she ac-
companied it-to:Paris; where she was strip-
ped of all her spperflaous finery, and was at
last sent back, not long since, stark naked
to Rome. The modest pope, ashamed of
this exposure of her virgin charms, ordered
her to be newly clothed from head to foot,

’ .
’ .
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and to be again decorated with all kinds of
trinkets, well knowing how fond even sainted
females are of such finery. She now wears
diamond ear-rings not worth much, great
nuinbers of genuine pearls manufactured
at Rome, and many glass stones which
glitter surprisingly by candle-light. Her
former jewels, after recciving a modern
form, now probably impart lustre to the
French court. It is not unlikely that those
who are decked with them, may likewise
cariy in' their pockets the golden lamps
which were once' suspended heré in hun-
dreds. Their places have, indeed, been sup-
plied b) others, but rhese are only of metal
gilt.

On quitting the' kltc‘hen, I went to pay a
visit to the Madonna in her parlour.. It
is an apartiment with naked walls and an
arched ceiling, which is now used as a
chapel. It was crowded with people on
their knees. At the back of itis a case-
ment window, at which the angel of the
annunciation entered : he must have been
very slim, fop the window is extremely
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small. The architecture betrays the mo-
dern date of this building. The story can-
not have been manufactured more than
three or four hundred years ago. The house
was probably a chapel originall Y, and grow-
ing too smll for the inhabitants, they built
over it a church of larger size, resolving not
.to pull'down the chapel before the latter
was completed. *When it was completed,
and the nekt consideration was to provide it
with relics; some ‘hgenious priest conceiv-
ed, that one of the most precious relics
could not be obtuincd in a cheaper way,
than'if they 'weré ‘to declare that the old
crazy chapel was the habitation of the Vie-
gin Mary. ' That this story would find be-
lievers’ was rcver doubted, and indeed it
has, = C
It was one of these whose bowels the
Turks onée?'to'l'é' out; and told him with a
soeer, to cairy them himself to Loretto. He
immediately pucked up his intestines, took
the bundle under his arm, and cheerfully
proceeded with it to this place. The jour-
mey.cost him nothing, for without entraila
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he wanted ueither meat nor drink : as soon
as he had arrived, he laid himself down in

a convenient grave, and this miracle was -

perpetuated in a painting. This painting
the French, filled with veneration, haye left
where it was; but on the other hapd, they

have taken away one by Raphael. Some
other good pictureshave hkgwme remained :
not originals as Volkmann asserts, bpt only .
copies in mosaic ; which would indeed be .
equally beautiful wnth the qugmals, if the

two parts ‘of which they Qre composed

fitted exactly to each otheni saw. 00, ..
among other things, the c?lebra;qd trea-
sury of the Madonna It is @ la{ge haod- .
some apartment, the walls of whxch arg cg-
vered with vast’ splendid presses, that have | .

been totally emptied by the French. They "

formerly contained effects’ va]ued at tbuty .

millions of scudi. Scarcely any thmg was
thought of gold and silver, for they had
bere diamonds by bushels. Why the ec-
clesiastics of. Loretto were not as wise asthe

canons of Mentz, who removed their trea-

sure in time to & place of security, I cannot
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comprehend. - Did they imagine that the
French, who drew a prostitute through the
streets of Paris as the. goddess of Reason;,
would: pay respect.to the antiquity of the
Virgin ¢ This.is:best known to themselves.
I saw many of these silly gentlemen sitting
to hear confession z:cach of' thein held in
his hand a.long stick, with :which they
tapped: upon - the head those 'who came to
confess. - Oninquiry I learnt that this tapp-
ing on the hendiis A valwable privilege pe-
culiar to.the secolesiasjics of this place, by
which :thay : allorle,ave;gble ‘to forgive sins.
As they ipossess besidbs;tin tmwense 'cellar,
- well furnished wirh iprodigions' casks, too
numetous for the tor¢ownt, and.all of which
are full of wine; it is 16 berhoped that their
reverences will “riever ‘heav confessions just
after they have come ouat of this ‘cellar,
otherwise this kind of play with' the stick
might not be the most agreeable to the con-
fessed.—But perhaps a collection of above
three hundred vases is more worthy of
notice than any thing I have yet mention-
ed. They are nothing but Faenza ware;
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and their forms, destitute of taste, betray
the manufacture of the middle ages : but
they were all designed by Raphael ;" and
many of them, for example the twelve
apostles, were likewise painted by hiin.
This performance, uniquein‘its kind, he exe-
cuted for his sovereign,the duke of Urbino;
and the latter presented-thewhele of them
to the laboratory of the: blessed Virgin of
Loretto, where they forin a kind of gallery,
‘but no other use is. made of then.” £ in-
quired of the young apothéoary whio shewed
us them, how it happened that ‘they were
not carried off by the French;-and he withe
out hesitatian deg:lared thisoversight a mi~
racle. It 'is, indeed, theonly smiacle, in:
my opiaion, ai. Lovetto.. Theivases are of
various di,luent;ions, dand-form an estraordi-
nary medley of scriptural subjectsy and sto--
ries of the. heathen gods.. Of the latter
some were of such a nature, as to make me
doubtful whether they were the productions’
of Raphael ; among the rest; the.rape.of
Europa, which indeed betrays an imagina-
tion. toa voluptuous, A Venus perfectly
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naked, and other subjects of the same kind,
are so indecently expressed, that I wonder
the Dlessed Virgin did not throw the pre-
sent at the head of the donor. After we had
-abundan:ly provided ourselves with rosa-
ries, we am\cd by the most dreadful roads,
which [ can compare to none but those of

Saxon;,at S

.0 W Lt ANCORA ;.

A Powr rendcred so celebrated during
the late, war, by the French, ‘the Austrians,
the Russmn;, and ‘even the Turks. Tts situ-
ation in ‘the’ Aduanc resembles that of
Naples, and affordsa dehfrhtfu} view. An-
cona is a handsome Im‘ge town, surrounded
by mountains, whose summlts are crowned
with pncturesque ‘castles.

We hastened to the arch erected in ho-
nour of Tr'\_;an » beeause he had repaired the
harbour at his own expence. It is net
Jarge, but is in far better preservation
than that of Constantine and of Septimius
~ Severus at Rome. It has not, like them,
" become black with age: the white mar-
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ble has only turned-a little grey. [Its
eight fluted Corinthian' columns have re-'
mained uninjured. It is ewdent that it had
originally various omamcntq, and among
the rest festoons of bronze “for the bar—-
barians have not taken the ume to cut them
out entire, but broke them oﬂ" so 'that the
fragments of the metal still pIOJCCt. T'he
inscription in the middle is for the greatest
part. legible; and those on e’xch side, in
honour of the wife at‘ad s;st'. ot aJan, are
still plamel. I hjghl), aggroye "of this me-
thod of rewarding }lxe good deeds of'a
monarch in those who are. the nearest and
have contubuted in 21 du cct manner 'to the
benefit ; for who can say how far the mlld—
ness and benignity of their charactm may
dadirectly have mﬂuenced ‘the mmd of
the sovereign? In the harbour we sawW
among others, four Euglxsh mcxchantmen
‘taken by French privatcers, and now 1ym0'
there for sale. As one of them hore the
sfigure of Nelson, the Frenich may boast that
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they have gained- at least one victory -ovee«
the gallant admiral.

. The exchange at Aneona is a handsome
building, and was erowded with mer-
chants.—1 should have liked to go to the
playhouse, though it is. situated in the
filthiest pert of the town, and rather re-
sembles a herring-warchouse than a theatre ;
but unfortunately the bugffo was ill.' I made
inquiry concerning the date-muscles (bal-
lari), to whichVolkmann dscribes the pro-
perty : of. shining in -the dark. T obtained
date-muscles, indeed, 1 abundance, and
bad an: excellent ‘and strengthening soup
prepared fromthem s but yobedy, not even
the fishermen-who canght them, knew any’
thing of the brilliant qualities ascribed to:
them by the: above-mentioned' traveller.
I neyertheless placed a plateful-8f them in
Wy, room, and vainly flattered myself with
the hope of saving caddles;so that I must
set themn down :in the. same class with the
incombustible wood of Spoleto.. At Ancona
you reach the end of .those extiemely lofty

IR
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gnd steep mountains, which you are obliged
to climb up and down in every preceding
stage. For instead of fixing the stations
for changing: horses at the foot-of the
mountains, and carrying the road conveni-
ently along. the sides of . the: hills: (which
would be a:great saving; to the traveller, his
carriage, and. the. post-harses), they have
chosen to plage themi on: the 'summits
of the rocks, which - i¢.is .impossible to
-ascend without. the.aid of oxen. 'Fhesa situ-
ations, however, afford a‘better opportynity
of practising. the moble axti of imposition.
I would venture to]ay.any wager, that if a
traveller in' Italy :wére quietly toitake at
every post the number of horses which: the
pastymaster, chooses to:assign;, he would: at
last have twenty or more, if there were so
many in she stable. In-the Apenuines;
where: the hills .are the -highest, they were
the mgst moderate ;. but the nearer we ap~
proach te the level country, the more shame=
less. were: their-attempts to impose upon us.'
,~ Close 10. Ancona, on this sideof the city,
there is a single hill to ascend; for which



192 ANCONA.

reason eight horses were put before my
carriage, though we had every where tra-
veted very conveniently with four. - The
level road then ran along the:ceast of the
Adriatic, through Sinigaghia (whose once-
celebrated fair+has never been. able to re-
cover its former comsequence)  to. Fano,
whete I went. while they were -harnessing
the horses to ‘see the Teinsits of the argh
erectéd in honour-of Constantine.. It con-

sistedori above which
were thr taste of that
‘age) sevi ronsequeptly
_very small, and wust hBave resembled the
windon has been cpnsumcd
“by fire! ~remaining but the
large a ‘on.which the ruins

e in heaps: all the rvest was: destroyed -in
the wars about three -hundred- and fifty
‘years ago. Fortunately a represensation of
the whole areh in #ts entire state, and with
all its inscriptions, was hewn in the wall of
an adjacent church. The inscription says,
that the arch was erected to the emperor,
becawse he had inclosed the town with a
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wall. In those days they were as lavish of
triumphal arches, as certain persons are at
present of ribbons of orders. As I returned,
X surveyed with grest curiosity the theatre
of Fano: because, from its external appear-
ance, I could have sworn that it was an an-
cient Gothic ¢hurchs; for over the entrasce
were the figures of three bishops hewn out
of stone, and a belfrey completed the illu-
sion. My guide, however, assured me that
it had never been used for any other purpose
than at present. The jnterior is very capa-
cious, much too large for Fano, aud in the
same Gothic style as the outside.

On my return, I found that two extra
horses had again been harnessed. The post-
master attempted to prove his right to do so
from the printed laws ; which be was, how-
ever, unable to read. I therefore read them
to him ; and there was not 8 word to con-
firm his assertion. ke, nevertheless, ob-
stinately persisted in his purpose. With a
view to put a stop at once to these perpetual
and impudent impositions, I resolved to go

VOL. 1V, o
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to the governor of the town, and to infornx
him how travellers in haly were treated.
‘The post-naster accompanied me, and ag
my request took his laws. along with him.
I found in the governor an old and appa-
rently very honourable man: he heard me
with great politeness, ¢xamined iuto the
business, read the laws, gave the post-master
a severe reprimand and requested that if §
again experienced the smallest difficulty, I
would send to him, and he would inake an
example of the. offender, -for it was ex-
tremely disagreeable to him that travellers
should suffer any kind of inconvenience i
his government. Accordingly 1 got rid of
the blood-suckers for a time ; and I was re-
solved to introduce. tbls anecdote for the-
credit of Roman justice, as so little can be
related to:the honour of this country. The
post-master afterwards asserted, that it is the
usual lot of little fishes to be swallowed by
the great ones ; and by this proverb, which
isbut too true, had nearly excited some
mugs of conscience wuhm me, only the fine



ANCONA. 195

Tevel road from Fano to Pcsaro soon con-
vinced me that he himselfactually belonged
to the class of the rapacious fishes.

I cannot leave this road, which I tra-
velled on a Sunday, without remarking that
the country people, especially the females
between Ancona and Fano, are extremely
handsome. I saw in this tract’ s6° many
fine women, that [ would advise any sove-
reign who wishes to have a beautifal race
of men, to invite colonists from this country.
The second circumstance that attracted my
notice was, the fnfinite number 6f sportsmen
who were loitéring' iibout near the road.
Lvery one'is at liberty’ to kill game in the
papal dominions, which appearsto beavery
impolitic concession; for the game is not
ouly exterminatéd ‘in consequence, but the
Italians, naturally indolent cnough, become
too much addicted to a ‘diversion which I
know from expericnce is liable to fascinate
too strongly those who are fond of it. Nor
can it be advisable to put into the hands
of the Italians’ weapons of destruction,

o2
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which 't.lie;v are so 'ar;t'to ‘employ to bad
purposes. o o
o I TS AP I TIPS
dooin s BEAROG oL
A smaLr, i;’ﬁ-et’ty towl, was ‘the’ ancredt
Pisaurum ;" a Romar{ colony,” e‘sta%lfkheﬁ) if
I mistake not) by “Mirdis Antonihas: "Traces
of its antiquity wetd' fortherly to be sektr 7
the palazzo publito,” wirelé’ mhﬁy aneiehit
monuments and‘insciptitrs wete preserved
but they have st beéh ’(’fésfl‘oytﬂ and iis-
persed by the 1é¢otition?’  Ax préseri ditie
remains only ‘ohé'Pafacé that" m‘r‘hxmnére‘ll
treasures fo:‘ the’ ﬂuhqﬁ'.:ﬁé&‘é" A it vild
‘indecd bé wor tﬁ’ it Wit st str&r ‘i oite
to reside for sottie ‘nts’sdt Pe’saro, m‘1 Braér
‘to make’ Europe ac(;liamted with 'thest’ al-
most unknown Stolea O'h'hgrl di ’Abbate,
a descend;mt of ‘an ancxeut Pisadﬂan fa-
Amll) (he st)les himself cques P:saurcasis‘),
was a man_equally distinguistied” for ‘his
learning and his wealth, and a great Tover
and collector of the antiquities of hi¥coun~
try. Of these he formed a large assem-
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blage, founded a mnsenm and 4 library, and
bequeathed both in his will to the.inhabit-
ants of his native town, on condmon that
they should never be alienated. Blessed be
his ashes! I likewise went to see the tomb
of . this excellentmdn in a church: where
his heir,: whose pame s, Machivelli,. has
-erected 1o -his memory. & marble monpment
overwhich, conld he only see.it, he wonid
weep teprs of, hload 5 for it is,p. most hung-
ling . pesfarmancs, , &, matley, mixtyre of
thipgs,, ﬁ!l of whigh ,hp,veln, refemm;e to the
‘edilectipn of the decegsed for the. arts.

His spitit, hiaever,,sfill breaghes in his.po-
‘lage,,  Immedigtely.gs PR sptex, thg hall is
‘Kined y,u;h,ﬁmg@mwqu‘”pmmue‘ b;zs-relzgﬁs,
JHRsCriptions, mounments, cqlumns, &, all
of whigh were. found .at this place; for to
guch qlogcl b patriot confingd lns re-

sgarehes; | OQvex , the pagan. antzqumes is
wrigten, the word . Ptsaurumza 1, and over the

Jnore, modem monnments, IChrzstzama-—
e qf the mscnptlons are in the Greek
languag; The walls of the great stalrcasc
Ave. deqomted in"the same manner, The
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fragment of a das-relicf fixed in the awall
particularly engaged my attention; it is a
sitting -figure (the bead wanting), whose
feet rest on a lion, over which hangs a
serpent. . The museum itself is said to be
wery: large;. but unfortunately I could not
obtain a sight of it, because the director of
3t was from home. I therefore content my=
self with directing the attention of learncd
travellers to this treasure, which is so little
koown that thousands hasten past it with-
out suspecting its existence.. A collection
of pictures. is likewise shewn in-the palace,
but it is hot of much consequenge, Oue of
the saloons has heen painted by Lazzarino,
an artist recently deceased. He was a na-
tive of Pesaro, and on this account it is
that his townsmen are so. proud of him; for
the respect..with-which they spoke of him,
excited, in me great- expectations, which
-were far from being fulfilled. In many of
.the churches there are pictures by him, afl
of which I was obliged to see and to praise,
‘in order to plcase the honest inhabitants of
Pesaro.  His best picce is an Annunciatiod
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of Mary, which is distinguished from all
other Annunciations by the circumstance
that the angel appears in the presence of
several persons, who all look at him wit1
countenances-expressive -of fear and astos -
nishment. In one of the churches I found
an infant saint, of whom I had never heard
before—a boy, whose haine:is said to. have
been Simon. - He is reported to have fullen
into the hands.of thesJews, by whom he
was pinciied with red<hot tongs, and cruelly
murdered. :This hetrith; and certainly fie-
titious, stery, ds-répressined in’ @ picture
which is not bodly ‘exeeutdd. -The Jews
have the poer childiinjthe midst of them,and
seem to take exquisite pleasure in torment-
ing liim. Hened e has becnr-deelared the
protectir anddefender of thildren. Pictures
of this deseription; whick inflame still more
the violent bawred of the catholic populace
agpinst the Jews, ought not ‘te' be permitted
by the government. - How:easily might not
a fanatic be istiguted by this truly revolt-
ing scenc, ' murder a Jewish infant! I
“shall remark on this oceasion that the Je.'s
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at Ancona are not compe}led as former]y, to
wear's }ﬂeé’é of Lcarlet cloth in t‘:\eu: hats,
This heuseles& custom bas 'loug been . abo-.
lihed: -

*1 '8 wot fall 1o’ go 'to the tﬁeatre of Peo
-saro!" The wudibnce was entertamed with an

fva Bulffo, of wfuc'fxi can only say that.
the Jnfkér‘s ‘v@i%“ ‘5«1«1 as tbe musjc, not- .,
Ndhsth‘hdiﬁ%'&h e contepted specta.
tors Bedtvivell” o them' abunaarit. plaudits, .
’l‘vo ball et W& dikewise abnounced X.
i bM}" ﬂ)ll ﬁlhﬂ )I'uri}slx medley, a se- .
ragho stb 2 e aecor a‘ix)ons, dregses‘, and, .
dant!l %vhl'caf)“m : ?axe\)elow media-

xm"j}rma la?xlg‘rlz‘n?“al}%e ;;hst;,n- .

gmﬂhéﬂ‘bérsé“'to nd;{?ntaaf,ba}nddvylu Pro-
bably‘ h’dmt’ Y otie 8 god daacqr, . The
poor hirl &33 smrcely nrtqen ye;vs old,,
and had’ g%w#. 50 Fast that her long red .
arms wert 1ot ¢overed’ by her old clothes; -
and which, 1toﬁ'eﬂiey with the ﬁatness of her
bosom;"gave ‘her ‘something of a spider-like -
appearance. The fbouse is pretty large, but .
too narrow for its size. Four tiers of boxes,
kined with various lilid.s of stuffs, were filled
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R N L BRI A L L D) DR RIS
with spectators. | The style, in whigh. we
wet to the theatre was much, e, diok
than the comiic opera. For want of angther:

carriage we went extra post, o 4, gapmiolet
drawn by {wo horses made jtnappegmnee ;.
_on’one bf thg I‘quie)s rode. tk‘e post R!’xm‘!‘«
the lacquey m?'u‘x‘lgeg' the box with, 8, lany.
tern, and in this man,nﬁr .P-‘;;e.iﬂ"\,"??‘.ﬂ _at full,

gaflop to the theatre, but not withont seme,,

exclamétions 6?1 'an%xle)tx pn accopnt; of they
terrible’ ‘s‘ﬁéf('fﬁg yvgfn;elce‘iyég.; a Besang hes -
many manufactories, and numeroys instipts;,
tiohffo?Bt&%h?g' s‘:'{i‘-%‘vr)érn‘g{ip aHpf Righ.1,
oL kg od o pisl 319w (LY
great qibnfitiés of waed are cons -
is rathér extfaordinary, that PR AR .,
e L bty s 0 b 03 71 ALY
factoties ghouidlha\(‘e been established; ipia.. 5
country perfectly de i’;ggg) of wood» Al #f,,
which i§ brdught ﬁi’;?:eji’f’ om Delmatigy sp,.
e il ael Jiald dand pa CHOTE
thatie i ey to Cigelis ho pgprse, ah
how det thit article must he at Pesarg.; 1.1
Feannot ‘quit this Ii'{tfq ‘ ﬁéyv‘lg';yi,t}}p}ly T8,
- Jating one vhote anecdote af Lucien Byona-,
parte; ‘Wwho proved ‘here, as he bas,doge. -,
every where else, ‘what a gqgﬁgxr‘ “bughand. .
t

end- father; “and’ ¢onsequently what an ex-
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cellent man, he is. It was not his intention
to stay for any time at Pesaro, .but his wife
felt symptoms of approaching child-birth.
Full of tendex solicitude,h¢ immediately
cageged the whole inn. for three months;
and sent for,more than sixty young women
from the countsy, to.choose from among
them a healthy nurse.. That, the manncrs
of the country penple,. gven in Italy, are
still uncorrupted, was clealy proved. by
these’ female peasants,, Laicien - signified
that he woyld :#ot hire.any. of them till she
had been examingd by his physician, and
the wowen were)all too. madest to. subjeet
thomselves: to, such ajl esamination., . Ong,
for whoin he conecived a pasticndar liking,
refused . besides .-tg Jeave her husband;
though, he offered. her two scudi {about hplf
a guinea) a.day, and two, new dresses-every
.month.. This uuecdote both «pleased and
surprised me. . Fortunately, Lucien did net
want them ; for his wife recovered, and they
arrived without accident at Milan.—The
traveller must not expect to find at Pesaro
the fine pictures which formerly decorated
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that town.  All the Raphaels and Guidoes
were compelled by the French to emigrate;
on the contrary, they did not take a single
Imzzarino, being unwilling to hurt the feel-
ings of any living artist. Such, at least, is
the idea with which the. inhabitants of Pes
saro console themselves fer the neglect of
their favourité.~—Not far from Cattolica you
arrive at length -on the frontiers of the papal
deminions.  With a bleeding heart the
stranger traverses these delightful regions,
destitute of happy inhabitants, and peopled
only with the insolent who ‘command,; and
the indolent who obey. Gould il envy the
celebrated ‘here of the day; it ‘would be on
account of' the momexit 'when 3 wus in his
power, like a second Hercules, to annihi-
late a monster: whose breath has infected
comntries ‘and the minds of -med far -and
near. But he was ‘satisfied with confining
it; with making it tame, so tame that it
carries him crowns. True glory is not the
object.of every hero: - -
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e N Yy Gw o

' “'WA# once & ofTebrited town; and* you
still entet its ‘wdlls by ol eHiisphial - atch
erected thére to thie envperor’ Augastas, for
‘what tédson [ Rhow ' riet. 1 In' the ‘intitket-
‘place itands w pedestul; which thdnise once
honoured ' 6 Highty that '¢f i’ had 'sep
ported ‘thé’ Olfuipitd-Yupitér Yy tire dhisel
‘of Phidids? for' When' JiTiié'Cesat; in’ defi-
ance’dl the Enats; Had Paserd thie' Rudicon,
hé iotintdd dpch thi¥ sténé! hisrangued his
“trdops; and theh 18d et owards  Rothe.
That this ¥ the'idedical stetie s atrested
by an‘adtient’ fisbrpiiony the @idénee of
which'T db "'fi8t eatisider iddisputable, bt
‘whiich T willinBij* bilieved; a¢ 1éuit as Jong
as T stood befdhe the stone, atid i imagina-
‘tion beheld Thd gredt iian wpbn .V’ =1
* In or'néar i€ thurch of St. Franeis, T
sought tlie gave of Themistius, & Byzantine
philosopher, and o comihentator ot Afis-
totle.” ' Pandolfus Malatesta; ‘a Vetietiin
general, lord of Rimini, and’a passionate

s
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lover of the scnences, xs said, after the con-
quest of Sparta, fo have brought with him
the remains of this philosopher from Greece.
Unfortunasely, 1. copld;, ppt ,find. the spot,
probably. in conseqyence of, the ignorance
of the gexton, 1 I discoyered, jhowever, the
tomb of Malatesta; and his remains attracted
my notice, ngt heaguse; he; was he: congyer-
wor.of Sparts, bt becapse. he) afforded, ap
additional instepce,, that an, ardent lave far
the, seismoss does not always spfien the cha-
Icter.apd MAnoess, 31,48 RERETANLY asserted.
The jearned age move fmﬂfl 94, more hy-
mane, ouly.hegayse they have pot in genp-
#al.any-ppwes in. their, hands, , Were they
passened. of pawen, they mould, qften be
worse, than the most ignpeat, depot. . This
Malatesta, for example,,:or;ieygq o, of his
wives to he dispatched by poisan, apd tb.e
thicd .o be strgngled. . They are ,accused of
infidelity to his bed, probably, because he
was not worthy of their affection ; for the
art of securing the cgnstancy of a woman
<onsists only in that of always .appearing
amiable in her eyes. The lord of Rimini,



206 RIMINT.

however, was:so far from thinking this cir«
cumstance a - disgraee, that an inscriptior
which still remains, speaks of the horns
which-he wore ‘as a public spectacle, and
adds shat the brows.of many. are adorned
. with the:same appendage without their sus-
pecting it. .. Some: bas-weli¢fs on Malatést’s
tomb appear 10 possess.some merit.—This
church might iindeed:. becalled the church
of basrediefs, for 1 neversaw such.a num-
ber of them in:one:.place. . .1t is supported
by quadrangular pilasters, she four sides of
which are coveredrwithithem from-the top
to the bottom. ' If J:atm ot mistaken, there
are among the: rest ;several histories from
the heathen. fable.' ‘They.are all composed
of white marble, which: forms a.singular
coatrast withithe roof, ' which- exhibits no-
thing but the naked rafters. -I-heartily wish
that somne. future traveller may be able to
devote more time than I.could spare to the
survey of this remarkable ehurch.
A strong rench garrison, said to amount
to seven thousand nen, is stationed at Ri-
mini. . The convent nesr. the church of S¢,
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Franeis serveés one: battalion for barracks.
¥ observed here the metal statue of one of
the popes, and was again struck with the:
reflectién how a statue'so ludicrously ettired
would disfigure: the finest market-place. in:
the world. A few treesof liberty are stilk
standing -here and- there; but in a shattered
condition : the colovrs hung down in mgs,
and the caps ‘wore materinlly injured: by:
time. I ‘am, however; of: opinion, that ofi
all monuments of Cisalpue: frecdom, these!
are in the best preservation.: . ¢

‘Cesena # no- further remavkable than ag
the birth-place of thelaté ahd presemt pope.’
The nephews of thelatter were,ias our tand-
lord assured us, poor: devils iwhom' nobody
knew ; but now, sinde the clévation of their
uncle; they ridé in their coaches, -and are
treated with: great respect.—I here saw for
the first time tiré people running about the:
streets masked. They made a droll ap-
pearance.  All the masks indeed seemed to-
belong to the lowest classes ; and represented
bakers, green-grocers; bearsleaders, &c. For
eue man thicre were at least ten women ins
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masks ; most of whom earried birch-brooms
in their hands, and waded nemiy through
the mud.

On the whale, the superior xndam'y of the
inhabitants of the late Cisalpine repablic is
very striking. The fields are every where well
cultivated, and covered tift late in the even-
ing with active labourérs. ' That you have
made & 'cotmdenﬁeprog‘mu towards the
north; is likewise - petoepuble the pome-
granate-trees ¢emse aftet yod have quitted
Rome. - The Taurel and the evergreen oak
soon dissppear too. ' The olive becomes
more rare; and -the poplar and mulberry-
tree supply its-place; ‘It i vain to look
for the aloe, On -the-other hatd, you ob-
serve in the inhabitants » greater resem-
blance to the Germans: they mo' longer
disfigure themselves with brown cloaks with
ted borders, and ugly sharp-pointed hoods,
which give the Romans and Neapolitans
the air of Samoides.

Before the traveller teaches Bologna, he
passes through two fine large towns, Faenza
and Imola; but as I merely passed through
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them, 1 have pothing to. say concernipg ..
‘them, -but .that trees. of liberty ace still |
standing in their streets.

e 30 POLOGNA v

PR -

Is,ala:gsﬂty, Sﬁl;ﬂgﬂuly bmh dmm )
perpetual yniformity iy almest, disgusting. |
Almost all the strects have o cach side
«coveged fogt-ways, supperted by. colamma
.and pilasters, : ¥or pedestriang shis-isex- .
tremely -copvenient;: they . ace .sheltered :
from all weathers, apg for. this . FERSOR ¥ery .
few coaches.are to b seen : but,x:he groung~ .
floors and shops, wust naturally, be very
«dark; and, the,ptrapger. who,wishes to see. .
houses, seeks them in vain. The Bojognese
must be paggiovately fopd of thege covered
ways ;. for, not contented with having con.
cealed their, houses thh arches so that they
can scarcely ﬁnd, agheu' own, the,y, about a
century and a half ago, built a covered pas-
sage from the city.to g Mndonna ou a hill
which is not less than two gopd German
(about ninc and, a half . English) miles

VOL. IV, r
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in leagth, and is in many places hewn
through steep rocks. It must not be ima-
gined that this idea originated with the
government : no, it was the people, the
pious peop]é, that constructed all these
countless arches at their owp expence. He
who was rich enongh, engaged to execute
one or two arches; the poor, an the con-
trary, contributed jointly to the holy under-
taking. No.rank, no class, exempted itself.
With piety, vanity. was, as usual, associated.
The pames of the danors were inscribed
upon the arches crected by them, and
it is well known. that men love nothing
more than to see their names scrawled any
where upon.awall. Hence it is that. we
here find inscriptions perpetuating the me-
mory of the pious donations of here a
regiment of cavalry ; there, the mnsicians of
a church; in this place, of the grocers’ com-
pany ; and in that, of the livery-servants,
Many have decorated. their arches with
wretched paintings, for every one was at
liberty to follow bis own taste in that par-
ticular : hence the inside of one arch is
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seldom like that of the next, and you meet
here and there with the most extraordinary,
fancies. One of these pious coatributors,
for instance, who probably thought that by-
constructing three arches he should esta-
blish a threefold claim to heaven, de-
dicated the first to the Virgin Mary before
child-birth, the second to her' in child-
birth, and the third to the same after child-
birth. Each arch is about nine feet in
length, and nearly as much in breadth; and
the whole area is well paved: A few years
since, this singalar road was repaired and.
white-washed. The scribbling race could
not possibly resist such a powerful tempta-
tion of scrawling their names in a thousand
ways upon the walls. A board has, there-
fore, been fixed up in a conspicuous place,
on which is inseribed a severe admonition, .
by which the people are reminded that this -
path belongs to the blessed Virgin, to whom
such scrawls are intolerable. This adnio-
nition has hitherto produced very little
effcct. Seribbling is an hereditary sin, from -
P2
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which it is utterly impossible to deliver
mankind.

In spite of the cmulative piety of the
Bolognese, many arches still remained to
be constructed (it may be imagined how
many thousands were required to fill such
a space) ; and that the work might not be
left unfinished, these were added out of the
public exchequer; and many of these are
now to be sold. Instead of a name you
frequently meet with the words, da vendere.
For twenty-five or thirty guineas a pious
Christian may still acquire the extra-
ordinary merit of having contributed to this
highly beneficial work., How sweet a re-
muneration s the reﬂectlon that every year
two hundred pilgrim-idlers will be enabled,
by the sacrifice of this trifling sum, to go
five paces under shelter! 'With the sams
expended on ‘this undertaking, a roble
hospital might have been founded ; but
would there have been in this hospital a
wonder-working black Madonna, and paint-
..ed besides by St. Luke himself? Heretical
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foreigners used to perform a pilgrimage to
a beautiful Guido Reni; but the French
have saved them that trouble in future.
Many of the arcades in the city itself ex-
hibit paintings of the most absurd miracles,
and excite compassion for these poor peo-
ple, who cannot so much as look up with-
out meeting with some object or other that
confuses their weak imaginations.

As a recreation after such fooleries, let us.
hasten to the manufactories: where many
thousand spindles, covered with glistening
silk, crown the large wheels; which fill
several vast rooms in three different stories, -
and are nevertheless all turned night and
day by a handful of water that falls from a
eertain height on a single wheel. There.
you will be delighted with the industry of
more than fifty 'poqr children, who are-
ceontinually running to and fro to piece the-
threads that may happen to be broken;
there you will be astonished by the sim-.
plicity of the mechanism, when you ob-.
serve how the whole gigantic machine is.
suddenly stopped by the movement of a
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finger, and as easily set in motion by the
slightest pressure. It is a cheering spec-
tacle to observe industry.and genius so in-
timately combined.

‘Whether the same may be sald of the
ounce-celebrated university of Bologna, 1
am undble to decide. There was a time
when twelve thousand students, among
whom were many Germans, were assembled
here -at once, and when a person was
scarcely regarded as a man of letters if he
‘had not studied at Bologna., Belogna was
‘then denominated. mother of ;the sciences,
instructress of pationg, nurse of the laws;
and .en her ancient coins was read this in-
scription : Petrus. ubique. .pater, lcgumgue
Bononia mater. . They still relate with
great exultation that a king of Denmark,
in the fifteenth century, declined the throne
prepared for him, and declared that he
thought himself sufficiently honoured by
being permitted to sit among the wisest of
men. These times have long been past;
‘but there is still an opportunity of aequir-
ing learning at this place,and I saw a great
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number of students in the passages of the
vast building of the university. Nay, even
in the library, reported to contain 140,000
volumes, I found, notwithstanding the cold-
ness of the day, at least twenty or' thirty,
who with benumbed: fingers were turning
over the leaves of books, and making ex-
tracts, Here you -meet with dvery thing
that can facilitate a lhowledge of ' the
sciences: a’ cabihet -of matwal curiosities
dand of minerals ; a large eolleetion of plp-
sical instruments, anatoiniedl preparations,
antique inscriptions sanld wtensils: - The
Irenel liave; it is trae, ‘éavricd away. with
tliem tlie best articles inievery department;
for with thent' the teémple) of ‘Minerva. was
not held “ more sacred than the church of
the Madonaa, It was:of ne avail that the
good-natured profesgors 'with -the greatest
dispatch proclaimed Buenaparte a member
of their university, and perpetuated this
event by a pompous-inscription. K
The portraits of all the living and dececased
tcachers are hung up on the staircase, and
“amoag the rest that of Galveni. Many of
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them are By the hands of celebrated ‘mas-
ters. The most remarkable object, how-
ever, that I met with at the university, was
a kind of miraculous personage, professor
Mezzofanti, who, without having ever tra-
velled farthér than Veérona, can speak
twenty languages fluently and. correctly,
and widerstands ' three others. extremely
well. Of his knowledge of German, Rus-
sian, English, and French, he: gave speci-
“mens on the spot, with such accuracy as to:
excite a favourable opinion of his-preten-
“sions, eépecfh‘ﬂy s/ He 'is ‘@i very modest
‘unassuming mhﬁ A tall rbbust lady like-
wise resides héré, who'holds Greelectures:
I know not her nani@ bdt ivis of hftle con-
aequenée ;

"The cathedyal:is- dn: imposmg Gothic
‘edifice, 'the principal emBellishment of
which is a “meridian: drawn by the 'cele-
brated ‘Cassini- in’ ¥658. It is: 174 feet in.
length; and in its time-passed for a wonder,.

" because two columns séemed to stand in its

way3 and it ‘was not only' the gemeral
epinion, but was likewise asserted both in
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writingand print, that they would prove an
infallible obstacle to the completion of the
work. But Cassini did not, gome in contact
with the columns, and his. line has been
several times carefully renewed. The skull
of St. Petronius is preseryed- with the like
care; and indeed, under. three lpcks, the:
keys of which the oldest senator, the oldest
canon, of the church, and the aldest mem-
ber of the heuse of Aldrovand,i, have the:
hononr to possess : consequently, if I had-
wished to see the hollow skull, I should:
have been ohliged to uouble all these dis--
tinguished persong, In this church Charles.
. V. was ¢sowned. by Clement VII. "The-
«canons enjoy .all kinds of pg;yglegep, and.
-among the rest the ridiculous one of wear-.
-ing a.piece.of grey squirrel’s. skin hanging
ever their.shoulder ; and, what is-of rather
- mare importance, that of saving the life of
.ene criminal under sentence of death, every.
_year, on the anniversary of their saint.,
Two towers which lean extremely are:
well worth seeing. Before you are accus--
tomed to the sight, you imagine every mo-
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ment that they will fall upon your head.

Tradition relates that two architects con-
ceived a passion for the same lady, whose
father dcclared that he would give her
to the cleverest of the two. One of-
them instantly fell to work and built a lean-

ing tower, and the other erected beside it
one that leaned still more. - The truth is, as

it very often happens to be, much more
silly than the fable: for that two lovers

should take it into their heads to engage in

a foolish businass, is nothing uncomnmon ;
but that two epiulent nables, wha lived 700

years ago, could find mesother .way to dis-
tinguish: themsclxcs- thon! 40 build  these
towers, is scarcely erbdible, 'The simpletons

have, however,. attained, the .end they pro-
posed, that of perpetuating their names: for
the towers are stillicalled by their names,

Asinelli and Gariscadi ; nay, what is still
more, Dantc has done them the honour to
mention the cir¢umstance in onc of his
poems. :

All the churches of Bologna abounded in
curiosities, before they were plundered by
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Ahe French. At present few of them are
worth seeing. Among these 'is the church
of St. Dominic, in which are interred Guido
Reni, and near ‘him the exccllent female
painter Elizabeth Strani. Nor has Guido’s
‘tomb been spared by the :French. The
pictures with which it was embellished have
disappeared ; and even the paintings in
fresco, which they could not carry away
with them. Amother menument worthy of
‘notice is that of ‘king Cazius, son of the
-emperor Frederic {1., who was the sovereign
of Sardinia and-Corsica. - The Bolognese
took hin ‘prisonerat ithe:time when theic
power was at the highest, and consequently
‘produced: arrogance.': In spite of- all in-
treaties, they rejevted vast sums that were
offered as the price of his ransom. It is
true, that, according to the custom of the
- times, a magnificent palace was built and

assigned him: it-is still standing, and is

called the old palace. Here he received
-all the attentions due 1o his rank ; but was

‘detained in captivity twenty-three years

till he died, and was interred with royal
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magnificence. All these circumstances are
related in a pompous inscription, in which
the senate always call him. its enemy and
eaptive.  The arrogance of the Bolog, ese
is said to have been auch, that they de-
manded, as a ransom, a gold chain of suf-
ficient lengths to ga round the whole city of
Bologpa. .. Had. the art of making the fine
Venetian ghaing.been then understood, they
‘might haye been taken at _their word.—
Scme excellent, artists.. hme th(own away
their talents on the tomb. of St Dominic.
Amo)g other 9mp¢l/hqh,mt:n.ts, two angels
with candlestieks,. in, thgjr ha,qu are by
Michael Angelp quna,rotq ,

In St. Haul’s ghuygh, the behqadmg of
that uppatlea is xepxcgf.u;tf;d. in masble, of
eolossal sige, Alzardi,. th(. uxtlst,, is with
Justice classpd among t the first. of his age.

" In.the church of @t, balvadpl lS interred
a man who was the fi lend of the emperor
Charles V. and had been bis playfellow
wben a boy. His name was Montmorencu,
a descendant of a family which boasts of
having produchthe first cluistian barons.

0.
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He accompanied the emperor to Italy at
his ceronation, and died in this city. The
same church likewise contains a picture
whicli afforded me very great pleasure,
though the French have left it behind. The
name of the artist is not one of thé most
celebrated: it is Gherini. All the churches
of Bolugna were obliged' tb farnish more
than forty pictures for all-consuming Paris.

The palaces being considered as private
property escaped much'bettér, and were
more respected ; ‘they theréfore still con-
tain valuable treastires of drt.' " ABove all, 1
shall mention ‘thé' ghllery’ of ' ‘the *palace
Sampini, and in it"a Peter-and Paul by
Guido Reni: To 'this'Peter, the' painter
has given an éxquisite head, which bespeaks
profound thought. Oné" of Del Sarto’s
lovely Madonnas; a rape 'of Proserpine, by
Albani, with beautiful dancing children; a
woman with two infants'on her bosom, by
Vadyke : this woman i4 called their nurse,
but she is assuredly their mother. A pic-
ture by old Bellini, the master of Titian,
made a very deep impression on ame: itis
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Mary holding the corpse of her son:in her
arms. The living is distingunished from the
dcad only by the breaking, weeping eye:
she presses his mouth close to hers, as if to
try whether he still respires, or to breathe.
into him her last dying breath: It is a-
divine piece; and if Titian ‘excelled his
master-in-his art, he eertainly never equal-
led him in sensibility. "It is: well known.
that the three: Caraccios founded a school
at Bologna.. They have likewise immor-
talized themselves by many chef-d’@urres
in this- palace; especially in the incom-
parable ceilings in frescos which represent
the achievements of Hetcules. On account
of these ceilirigs, the gulléry is kept on the
ground floor, where it'unfortanately has a
bad light. A crueifix of ivory, by Giovanni
di Bologna, is- hizhly: admired by con-
" noisseurs. The palace Rambeccari also
contains a gallery composed of numerous,
but not selcet paintings.  After residing at
Rome and Naples, theé traveller who has
seen so much becomes more indiffcrent: to
performances of this kind, and is unable to |
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say much concerning them. The reader
will therefore excuse me if I pass.over the,
multitude of other palaces.in silence. The
palace Caprara was formerly filled - with
curiosities ;. among the rest there was a
valuable collection - of Turkish weapons,.
purchased by the. marshal Eneas Caprara ;.
but the best things it contained were lately:
sold to the vicerpy Mglzi, at. Milan.. The.
palace Bentivogli- may,, psrhaps, be intc--
resting. to Gerwmans,, as-the place where the
elector of Saxoyy abjured.the Lutheran.
heresy, whose. hourors. he very clearly dis-
covered by the glitter of "the Polish crown.
I was desirous of sgeipg. the ghurch of St..
Christiana, as .it is. said to contain two.
statues of Guido Reni’s, whom: I never
heard mentioned belore: as a. sculptor: but-
it chanced to.be shut;.and I was obliged,
for want of time, to deny myself the grati--
fication.
Bologna appears to le very. thm]» in-
habited. Io the more renote strects you
scarcely meet a single indjvidual. It has,
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meverthe1ess, several large theatres. The
-opera this year was not amiss; and the
Dballet could boast of an accomplished
~dancer, who in’ my opinion surpassed M.
Benulica, 6f Naples, in ability,.and equal-
-Jed him in seli-sufficiency : for, upon the
‘whole, there are mot mere arrogant crea-
tutés in”the world tham those which are
called primi ballerini. As the comedians
in the Italian tewns are different every
.year, and are constantly meving from: one
place to anether, no permanent o pinion
~can be given «ﬂ%l:e Italian theatre. What
is true to day ‘may be false three weeks
hence. In many respects the public de-
rives benefit from this centinual change;
but the performers cannot be se perfect in
their respective pars. -
At Bologna the bookselling business is
more ﬂounshmg than in any other town in
Italy. This is not saying much, for in
other places it amounts almest to nothing; ~
but here you find not only the.scanty pro-
ductions of Italy, but likewise many transe
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lations from foreign languages, and even
the French classic writers. In one street,
I counted seven or eight booksellers’ shops.
One of the most extraordinary and ab-
surd customs exists in almost all Imly,
Naples excepted, and dxsﬁgures the streets
of the cities. When a person of any con-
sequence dies, ‘his arms are  engraved in
wood, printed upox; a large sheet of paper,
and painted with various colours, oh an-
- other sheet of eqml dxqunsnons is repre-",
sented some emblem of death, and in the
middle are mscubed’ in Larfre letters the
words: Pray jor tlw soul qf N.N. These
two sheets of papex ane afﬁxed to the wall
of the chmch and’ notf only ‘these, but ten
and even tw enty 1mpxessxons of the same in
Que or more rows, so that they conseqnently _
occupy a considerable space, in which no-
thing meets the eye of the passenger but
coats of arms and Prayfor the soul of N.N.
Now the churches are exceedingly nume-
rous all over Italy; death does not spare
the noble or the gentleman, but he has not
the power to conquer vanity; their arms
VOL. 1V, Q



26 BOLOGNA.

must be pasted up, and thus remain as long
as the rain and wind permit them. New
ones are daily added, so that you have to
go' through one continued gallery of coats
of arms, whose only supporter is death; and
were you inclined to comply with the invi-
tation, you would have nothing else to do
but to pray for souls. Bologna was the
first place in which I remarked that this
ridiculous custom was particularly preva-
lent.—As disagreeable as this kind of ta-
pestry is, so pleasing, on the other hand,
is the cleanliness which poverty and ne-
cessity maintain in its streets. There are
persons who procure a subsistence by gather-
ing up all the dirt, and even the most di:-
gusting things, into baskets with their
hands, and selling it as manure far gar-
dens. How man can accustom himself
te every thing! I have seen a poor wretch
kneading, with a kind of satisfaction and
eagerness, large handfuls of this filth in
his basket ; at the same time that he sur-
veyed with looks of hatred and xage a
French regiment that was marching by
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(the 106th), composed entirely of {all,
handsome, well-fed, and well-drest men,
" who knew not the care of procuring sub-
sistence. Here, as in all Italy, these con-
querors, who live on the fat of the land,
are mortally hated ; and if an opportunity
offered, I should not be surprised at a se<
cond Sicilian vespers.

The entertainment so frequently aﬂ'orded
me in France by the thousands of handbills
at the corners of the streets, in which each
individual communicated to the public his
concerns and his wishes as confidentially
as though he were speaking to his friend
or neighbour, I looked for in vain through-
out Italy. Here you find nothing but in-
vito sacro (holy invitation) to this or the
other church, or to some wonder-working
image of the Virgin which cures fevers or
any other disease. But these holy quacks
act just in the same manner as the ma-
nager of a company of players who puffs
off his commodities. At Bologna I read,
for example, an invitation to attend the
frst mass read by a young priest, and be-

Q2
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neath which was printed a sonnet said to
have been composed by one of his friends,
which contluded with nothing less than the
following exclamation : ¢ Hasten, ye pious,
to see what nature and art are capable of
making a man !” I should like to know what
nature and art have to do with the em-
ployment of reading mass. I would have
copied the sonnet' as a curiosity, had not
the impudent begging of the prisoners
confined near the spot driven me away.
These unfortunate wretches, instead of win-
dows, have iron gratings, between the
bars of which théy let down with cords
small baskets or theit hats, and incessantly
importune all passengers, especially - fo-
reigners, whom they can immediately dis-
tinguish. If you give them nothing, they
are impertinent, and perhaps make you the
butt of their low jokes. This kind of pri-
sons I found all over Italy : and they have
every where served to-demonstrate that Jove
is not extinguished by crimes, if they are
only not committed against love; for al-
most the whole day they are surrounded by
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women and girls, who avail themselves of
every opportunity of conversing with their
imprisoned husbands and lovers, :

T cannot quit Bologna without once more
mentioning the courageous and ingenious
Zambeccari. During my first residence in
this city, I wished to form an acquaintance
with him; but at that time he was confined

" to his bed, by the painful consequences of
* his unfortunate serial .excursion. He is
‘now recovered, and,l was epabled to gra-

- tify my wish. 1-found & man whose physi-

' ogiiomy is perfectly. correspondent to the
* qualities of 1 his.mind. His eyes look
\ithoughts. ~He: bad . the goodgess to give
me himself-all- the,details of his ever-me-
- ‘morable aeronautic expedition. I saw the
. lamp of his invention, by means of which
“-he can raise or lower his machine at plea-:
- gure. It is incontestable, that when the
" - aeronaut can succeed in placing himself at -
a certain. height in- equilibrium with the
surrounding air, it requires a very small
exertion of force to give the balloon a hori-
-zontal direction. This force then subsists
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in the light oars which are provided, and
Zambeccari proved at the beginning of his
voyage that his theory was founded on
truth. Not he alone, but many eye-wit-
nesses, assured me that he twice steered
towards certain steeples, to and from which
he intended to go -and return, and that
both times he succeeded with a very small
exertion of strength. I was deeply affected
to hear that he has a young wife and chil-
dren to whom he is fondly attached. You
may conceive the sithqtion of his unhappy
family, when he was so pu'ecnpltate]y de-
serted by his compamon Andreoli, and
they beheld the’ hqsband and father soar-
ing high above in the clouds in a b]azmg
machine, and himself in flames ; His in-
ventive genius has already devised a method
of precluding the recurrence of a similar
accident : by a simple mechanism, the lamp
is kept in continual equipoise; and the
burning spirit is prevented from running
over, even if the machine should chance to
be dashed against a tree in its fall.

I had, it is true, read in the newspapers



BOLOGNA. o3l

many particulars-of his first voyage, but
not any animated description ; and the ac-
count with which he favoured me was there-
fore the more welcome. ¢ I formerly
sarved in the Russian navy,” said he ; “ was
taken prisoner in the year 1787 by the
Turks, and coafined till 1790 in.the bagnio
at Constantinople. In this abode of mi-
sery and indolence, I was led to reflect on
the art of managing balloons, and projected
a theory which I printed and first put in
practice in. London. ©n my return to my
native country, I submitted it to the exa
amination of Saladini and Canterzani, two
of our most celebrated mathematicians;
who, as I am not rich, cousidered me as
deserving of the support of government,
on which I received a gratuity of 8000
Milan livres (about 2801, sterling). I pre-
pared a machine that perfectly corre-
sponded to my wishes, and appointed the
fourth of September for my ascension.
Hindrances and fatigues of every kind had
exhausted me, and my hopes began to fail.
I nevertheless trusted to a few friends; and
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at midnight, on the third of September, I
had the machine removed to the place ap-
pointed. My brother was to inform me
when all was ready, and meanwhile I in-
tended to refresh myself at home by the
necessary repose. I could not sleep ; and
about six in the morning, as nobody came
to call me, anxiety drove me from my
house. 1 found nothing in readiness; all
was only half-done, and a great part of the
vitriolic acid was wasted. The dampness
of the night, and the heat of the sun .the
following day, acted upon the varnish in
such a manner that the net was glued to
the balloon. - To detach it immediately was
impossible: in this business I employed
the " three. succeeding days; and in spite
of all my precaution, a thousand holes
and rents were formed in loosing it. My
feelings on being thus exposed to the ridi-
cule of ny enemies, and the displeasure of
-an innumerable multitude of spectators,
you must permit me to pass over in si-
lence. ( '

“ 1 was under the necessity of deferring
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the experiment till the fifth of October.
But my money was ex austed ; I was unable
to defray the expence a setond- time, and
had not any friend to offér me assistance.
The government was, at length; s generous °
as to advance me a thousand scudi, but
only on consideration of my assigning over
my income to it. This deed was enforced
with the utmost severity at Bologna, at the
very moment when the surgeon had just
amputated the fingers of my left hand at
Venice; and thus my family ‘was bereft of
its only support.—I was now'bound to ful-
fil my promise to the public; and could not
any longer postpone the'promised spectacle,
than for the interval requiréd by the repairs
of my machine.. On the fifth and sixth of
October, however, it rained so incessantly, -
that another delay was unavoidable. At
length, on the seventh, the weather ap-
peared to clear up a little, though it was
evident that it was not going to be settled ;
but the ignorance, the fanaticism, and—
(here he paused, and would not explain
himself more clearly) obliged me to resolve
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upon the aseent, contrary to all the prin-
ciples of my own theory. The preparations
required at least twelve hours : I could not
begin them before one in the afternoon ;
consequently it was dark before I had half-
finished, and I was disappointed of the ex-
pected fruits of my experiment. I had
only five young men to assist me; eight
others, to whom I had given instruction,
and who had promised me their help, re-
turned for answer to my applieation, that
they were not at home. This and the un-
favourable weather were the

the ascending force of the be

increase in as greatd'degree ¢

been expected' from ‘the r

ployed. Despondency now se

I gave up 8000 scudi for lost;

actually are: I had nothing

honour of losing more. Exh:

tigue and fasting, for I had

morsel the whole day, with g

lips and despair in my heart, ]

midnight above the clouds,

other hope than that the balloon, which



BOLOGNA. 23%

had sustained considerable injury from its
removal backwards and forwards, would
not carry me far. Andreoli and Grassetti
were my companions. I resolved, at first,
to hover about at anchor till day-light; but
when I observed that the balloon mani-
fested a disposition to descend, I imagined
that it had already lost some of the come
bustible air, as the above-mentioned da-
mage from the conglutination of the varnish
could not possibly be repaired. so as net to
leave some bad consequences. I now flat-
tered myself the more with being able to
descend without  danger. near Bologna.
We ascended slowly, and. remained for a
- considerable time stationary over the town;
but we suddenly rose with great velocity, -
and a south-west wind soon wafted us out
of sight of the spectators.

¢ The lamp destined to increase the as-
cending power was not used at first. The
observations of the barometer, &c. could
not be made with great accuracy by the
feeble light of a lantern. The intense cold
at the Keight in which we were, my having
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fasted for twenty-four hours, and the vex-
ation that oppressed my soul, all together
contributed to make me faint, and I sunk
in a death-like swoon in the boat. My
companion Grassetti was in a similar situ-
_ation. Andreoli aloue retained his strength
and spirits ; probably because he had eaten
heartily, and hed drunk a quantity of rum.
He likewise suffered, severely from the
excessive cold; | but he did gl 'that lay in
_bis: power 1o, r¢ywq me, He at length
., succeegded in majging me upon my feet; but
11y genses, wege, cont gsgd yand L Asked him
, 38 if in a drggm:, What new?? Whlther
-are we gqing ? What ?’clocb, isit? \thch
- vay, Iy Qh? ch;ro '*“’Sd loth%r qesuons of
t'he hkﬂldﬁﬁ"mg(mp, HEST S
. It,;was, then twa o’ clock, .The mav-
neuc ng,qﬂe fvas peq}gqtly useless, tbe wax-
,pandle iR thp | antern could npt bum .in
an at,qusp[\eye 50 hlghly rareﬁed ; its flame
grew gradually weaker, an& at length ex-
'pn'ed We descended into a thlck raﬂge
of whitjsh c]ouds, and wben we had pass-
ed it, Andreoli heard a noise scarcely per—
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ceptible, which he soon ascertained to be
the distant breaking of the waves upon the
coast. Hé immediately acquainted me
with this dreadful intelligence. 1 listened,
and was convinced of the accuracy of his
report. We were obliged immediately to
light our candle, in ofder to discover by
the barometér at what" height we then
were, and afterwards to take our measures
accordingly. By thé vxolemi agitauon of
the balloon, Grassefti whs likewise revived
a little. Andreoli broké five phosphoric
lights successively, but i€ of them would
burn. With great dxﬂibﬁlty we at length
succeeded in hgbtmg the 'lantern again
by means of our tindei--box. It was now
half past- two. The nolse of the breakers
seemed nearer and nearet, and I soon dis-
covered the surface of the sea in violent
agitation. [ instantly seized a bag of bal-
last, with the intention of throwing it over-
" board ; but in that very moment, the boat
plunged into the sea and we were all co-
‘vered with water. In our first alarm we
threw every “thing away to lighten the ma-~
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chine; our ballast, all our intsruments, part
of our clothes, our money, and even the
oars, one of which we had before broken
not far from Bologna. '
¢« As the balloon, nevertheless, would not
rise again, we at length flung our lamp into
the sea, and cut away every thing that it
was possible to dispénse with. The ma-
chine suddenly flew up with great rapidity;
and being now so much leightened, it car-
- ried us in & moment to such a height that
when we called to'each other in as’loud a
voice as we could, the sound séemed as fee-
ble as if it came from a'prodigious distance.
T was seized with'a violetit sickness and vo-
initing, and Grasgéitti bled at the nose’: both
of us found great  difficulty in breathing.
As we wete"eariied soaked with wet into
these elevated regions, we were immediately
covered by the intetise cold with a crust of
ice. The moor;, then in thie last quarter,
was in a’parallel line with u4, and appeared
to all three as red as blood; but the reason
‘of this phenomenon ¥ em unable to explain.
At.this. immeasurable height we continued
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soaring full half an hour; when the ma-
chine again began slowly to descend, and
sofily alighted on the surface of the water.
Our sickness and the other phenomena
ceased. It was now past three o’clock.
At what distance from the continent the
balloon fell into the sea, we could not ascer-
tain; the night was too dark, the sea was
too tempestuous, and we ourselves were not
in a state to make observations. . We .were
probably in the middle of the Adriatic sea, |
and about the latitude of. Rimini. . Note
withstanding the gentlengss .of our fall, the
car was immersed, and weiwere- up to the
waist .in water ; often too. wg were entirely
covered by the waves. The balloon being
half empty, it caught the wind like a sail,
and in this manner we were dragged several
hours through the tempestuous billows. At
day-break we were about four ‘miles from
the coast of Pesaro, which we recognized.
‘We flattered ourselves with the hope of soon
reaching it, when suddenly a brisk: land-
breeze drove us back again into the open
sea. It was now broad day-light; and e
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saw round us nothing but the sea, the sky,
and inevitable death. Chance fortynately
directedthat we should descry several ships;
but as soon as the crews discovered ata
distance the glistening balloon, they were
scized with a panic, and steered from us
agein. ' We had therefore no other hope
left than that of reaching the opposite coast
of Dalmatia.

“« This hope was naturally very feeble:
and in all probability we‘shonld at last have
been swallowed up by the waves, had not a
ship appeared for our deliverance; the cap-
tain of which, being better informeq than
the others, was acquaiated with the nature
of our machine, and instantly dispatched
His boat to our relief. The sailors lashed the
car to it with a strong rope, and with great
difficelty we were all three taken om board
entirely eshausted. The machine, being
so maverially lightened, was inclined again
to ascend; and in vain the sailors exerted
all theixstrengthto draw it after them. The
boat was violently agitated ; they were them-
selves in imminent danger, and hastened to
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cut the rope: the balloon ascended with in-

" credible velocity into the clouds, and va-
nished from our sight. It was eight in the
morning when we arrived on board the ves-
sel. Grassetti scarcely manifested any signs
of life. My hands were frozem; cold,
hunger, and anxiety, had totally exhausted
me. The benevolent captain did every
thing in his power to restore us, He car-
ried us safely into the harbour of Verada,
whence we were eonveyed to Pola. There
we were hospxtabfy recelved and an ex-
pert artist performed an ﬂpen.qen Qn my
handg.”

Here Zambeccan c%\cluded hm‘;ntpxesb-
ing narrative, 1 and T doubt nat thpt. jt- will be
as acceptable to everg x,eyie: 83..it was to

e { asked 111m wfnch ppment,, during
hls twd aerial voyages. W begy - the mest
temble tohnm ‘He, Jepligdpthag when, in
his last’ exeurswn,, he stood yp-to the-Bwgast
in’ water ; 5, the wavgs ffegwtbgﬂbrggkug
ever hls head 50 tI!at hq wag ohliged tostop-
his ears and to shut Lis ‘mopth and eyes:
whi¢h'hé observed that the car was sinking

VOL. 1V, R
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decper and deeper every minute, the water
was rising in the same proportion, and in-
evitable death was at hand: when in this
extremity a fishing-vessel approached, came
up almost close to him, but suddenly
changed her course and crowded .all her
sgils, .This last moment he described as
the worst; so that disappointed hope is
more terrible than death. Death had indeed
long hovered before his eyes without pro-
ducing such sensations as he experienced
on the annihilation of his last hope. Whe
would not be deterred by two such tre-
mendous accidents from further experi-
ments? Zambeceari, glowing with an ar-
dentlove of science, has nevertheless had
the courage to undertake a third voyage;
nay, he knows no higher wish than to be
enabled to perform such excursions. To
self-interest his generous mind is an utter
stranger. He is no Garnerin (of whom he
speaks in such terms as he deserves): he
- mere]y wishes to be reimbursed his ex-
pences, which he would himself defray were
kis income adequate to the purpose. Of the
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eonduct of his countrymen he speaks with
just indignation; they have done nothing,
absolutely nothing, for him. He cherishes
a hope that the king of Prussia, or the em-
peror of Russia, or the academy of sciences
at Berlin, or that at Petersburg, will give
him an invitation, and enable him to prose-
cute his investigations. At the first notice
he is ready to appear; and to submit his
theory, his machines, and his instruments for
directing the balloon, to the strictest exami-
nation. I am coavinced that the propor-
tionably small expence would be compen-
sated by the most successful result. He
enquired eagerly after Robertson, of whose
talents and method he had heard many
commendations, and with whom he is
desirous of forining a connection. It were
to be wished that his plans may be fulfilled ;
and that the north may on this occasion
demonstrate, that if the South produces a
more luxuriant vegetation, itself on the con-
trary knows how to cherish genius and ta-
lents.

That Zambeccari is not an impostor, that

R Q
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money is not his object, and that his theory
is not a chimera, is proved by the report
drawn up at the command of the general
council, by the most celebrated professors
of natural philosophy and mathematics at
Bologna ; and which has been printed, con-
formably to a decree of the same council of
the Oth of November 1804. The reporters
proceed with extreme caution and con-
duct themselves like men who are at the
same time sensible of the i importance of their
commission, and ]mow how to prize the
confidence of thelr government They be-
gin with an lnstoncal account of all that has
been done for the advancement of the sci-
ence of aerostation since the time of Mont-
golfier.  They then establish the following
‘physical law, on which the direction of bal-
loons is necessarily dependant:

* When a balloon that is not quite filled
places itselfin any part of the atmosphere in
equipoise with the same (for example, near
the surface of the earth), it follows that it
must be in equilibrio in every part of the
same atmosphere, till it is more filled or in-



.

BOLOGNA. 245

flated.” This they call an equilibrio de reci-
procazione, * because it consists in this pro-
perty ; that the volume of a balloon increases
in an inverse proportion to the density of
the surrounding air, at any elevation in the
atmosphere.” This law they acknowledge
to have been discovered and proved by
Zambeccari. They next speak of his lamp ;
of the groundless fears which-his friends ex-
pressed at the idea of bringing fire and in-
flamable air together; of the manner in
. which Zambeccari rxses, dcscends, and re-
mains stationary, at pleasure, by means of
his lamp, without the least consumption of
combustible gas, or throwing out any bal-
last. They then mention the oars; whose
directing powers Zambeccari demonstrated
in a church in the presence of many well
informed persons, by waving himself toand
fro by their means, in a balloon suspended
there. They attest that Zambeccari in his
last ascension hovered for a considerable
time over Bologna, rose and descended at
pleasure, and even. described a semicircle
round the town from south to west and



246 MODENA,

north ; and merely by the aid of his lamp,
without any other contrivance, or lighten-
ing the machine by throwing out ballast, as
he was very closely observed through tele-
scopes. They conclude with the declara-
tion, thatthey consider Zambeccari’s theory
as demonstrated and confirmed; but that
the unfortunate accidents which the bold
aeronaut twice experienced, cannot in the
slightest degree injure his reputation or in-
validate his invention.. This report is sub-
scribed by Saladini, professor of the higher
departments of mathematics; Canterzani,
professor of natural philosophy; and Avan-
zini, professor of mathematics. Thus the
question here is not concerning some frivo-
lous spectacle for the vulgar, at which a
Garnerin makes an exhibition of the white
negligee of his lady; but of an invention
highly important to the sciences, and which
may prove of the utrwost consequence in
the history of the world.

MODENA,

A VERY ancient city, which, forty years
before the birth of Christ, made an obstinate
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defence when besieged by Brutus, the mur-
derer of Cesar; and beneath whose walls,
a year afterwards, was fought the bloody
battle in which Anthony defeated the two
consuls Hirtius and Pansa. It is now so
empty and deserted, that you would almost
imagine this siege and this battle to be oc-
currences of recent date, if the desolating
tree of liberty in the market-place did not
soon explain the mystery. Itis painful to
see this large and handsome city, in which
nothing now appears to flourish but the
metal laurel-tree which the wooden goddess
of Liberty holds in her hand. A rich duke
formerly resided here, in a magnificent pa-
lJace filled with the works of art, and curio-
sities of every description; but now the duke
is dead, his family is extinct, the works of
art have vanished, and in the splendid pa-
lace resides a republican prefect. We
chanced to meet with a good-natured fel-
low of a lacquey, who was extremcly de-
sirous to shew us something worth seeing.
‘We indulged him in his-wish. He accorc-
ingly took us first to a stable, the only re-
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lic of ducal magnificence: which is still ap-
plied to the use for which it was originally
intended, for there are still horses init; but
not a hundred and two, as in the time of
the dukes. We laughed, and proceeded.
The honest simpleton next pretended to
condyct us to a botanic garden. I observed
that in winter there eould not be much to
see there; but he maintained the contrary,
as all the plants were kept in splend.d hot-
houses. It is necessary to reaiark, that a hot-.
house is a -very .great:varity throughout all
Italy, and I therefore forgive.the unneces-
sary trouble he gave:us: fov.;we found no-
thing more than a small building, such as
every gentleman! in.Germany. has at his
country-seat; and .in-.whicltia very small
number of plants, and these not kare.ones,
are preserved. Qur officions conductor then
promised to gratify us:with an,academy of
thearts. Had he said a drawing-school,
we should. not have been disappointed.
Formerly, when Modena could vie with any .
city of Italy in the possession of the master-
pieces of the arts, it might have been an



MODENA. 249
academy ; but mow, since: the: French have
‘carried off seventy-seven elassic pictures,
and have plundered all the repositories of
art, it is nothing more 'than 'a school, in
which very prettyo-drawings from living
models are produced. . The place .is' ca-
pacious and handsome.  There are magni-
ficent empty-cdses, in which formerly acele-
brated cabinet of coims .was. 'preserved. .- It
likewise still: contains a: great . nomber:: of
trifling and frivolous objects, which the-con- -
- querors have generously permijtted the van-
quished to retain.- :This: institution, how-.
ever, is yet in-posdession of'a very intevest-
ing rarity : namely, the skull of Correggio ;
which, like that of Raphselin the academy
of St. Luke at Rome; iskeptiin a glass-case,
with an abundance: of ‘pempous inscrip-
tions. This venerated relicsuggested a va-
riety of-reflections and questions: which I
am unable to resolve.. Forexample: may
we not hence deduce a tacit confession on
the part of mankind, that materialism is an
opinion implanted by nature in the mind ;
and that, notwithstanding all they. have
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Jearnt concerning the nature of the soul,
they still consider the head as the organ of
reason? Further :—Is it not surprising that,
as the skull of a highly distinguished per-
son is an object of uncommon interest to
every individual without exception, so
few skulls of that kind have been pre-
served ; and that, as far as I know, only twe
academies of painting, and Dr. Gall of
Vienna, have conceived the idea of rescuing
this most precious relic of an extraordinary
man from the dreary bosom of the earth ?
Why should this idea have occcurred only
to painters: and no where but in Italy ; where
gross superstition, and many other preju-
judices, must have thrown powerful obstacles
in the way ? Why are not libraries deco-
rated with the skulls of great writers and
poets? Why are not arsenals embellished
with the skulls of heroes? Why are not
thrones surrounded with the skulls of vir-
tuous princes *—But let me recal the last
question ! The field of adulation is already
sufficiently extensive. Hitherto, this pesti-
lence has spared at leastthebonesof thedead.
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In a saloon belonging to the drawing-school
are many casts of the best antiques: and
amongthese thereislikewiseaskeleton, which
must have belonged to a giant; for in its
present state it surpasses in size two colossal
statues that stand on each side of it. When
clotted with animated flesh, it is said to have
been an Austrian officer, who was killed in:
an engagement with Macdonald: his name
I was not able to learn. In the gallery of
paintings, as it is called, only one capital
picture now remains; a Christ on the cross,
by Guido Reni. Of this performance it pos-
sessed a duplicate; the French, therefore,
again exercised their wonted liberality,
taking only this copy and lcaving the other.
Over the entrance of the saloon is a picture:
of prodigious size, representing Buonaparte
inscarletembroidered regimentals, changing
Italy into a republic. It is totally destitute
of merit and will therefore probably be
soon removed, and thrown into the lumber=
room of Italian freedom. In honour of
Tasso, I went to a church to see the secchia-
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rapita, the stolen bucket, which was once
the occasion of a bloody war between Mo-
dena and Bologna, and furnished Tasso
with the subject of his immortal produc-
tion. It is kept in a dark room in the
steeple, to which you ascend not without
some difficulty. All the interest consists
only in the recollections which the specta-
tor brings with him; for whoever has seen a
common pail well secured with iron hoops,
may forin a correct idea of this celebrated
bucket. T was bbﬁgéd for its sake, to wit-
ness in the church a disgusting spectacle.
It happened to’ be 5t Anthony s day ; and
the pious Modénese ‘were thronging in
crowds to an altar, where they knelt
down. A priest imparted his benediction
to one after another with an image which
he presented to the lips of each, and which
he wiped very negligently with a rag after
every kiss. Another followed with a large
silver plate, to collect contributions for the
loathsome salute. The Catholics have many
other customs of this kind, to empty the



MODENA. 258

pockets of the people, and to communicate
all sorts of infectious diseases. There was
formerly not a church at Modena which
had not some capital picture to boast of:
but now the traveller is spared the trouble of
going to see them, by causes which have al-
ready been too often mentioned. The the

atre of Modena is of an extraordinary
figure: I never saw any that resembled it.
The only broad side is occupied by the
stage; the boxes, of wh;ch there are. five
tiers, form around it an n'regu]ax ‘hexagon.
However, it appeared to me as if the spec-
taters in every part of them could see very
distinctly. But the partn colou.red decora-
tions of the boxes, whlch are all provided
with curtains, and each of a dxfferent colour,
produced a dxsagreeable eﬁ'ect The opera
buffa was not amiss; and the bal]et, the
same that [ had already seen at Rome, was
executed better than in that city. It is
only a pity that the prima ballerina was
nothing but arms and legss When, accord-
ing to the present fashion of dancing, she
stretched forward one of her spindle-shanks,
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the spectators in voluntarily drew back,
that they might have room to clap.

THE WATERS OF MODENA.

Ir is not a little extraordinary that the
country round Modena is undermined by
subterraneous streams, which roll along in
voluminous carrents at the depth of sixty-
eight feet. Whoever wants a well, has
only to dig wherever he pleases. The first
stratum, fourteen feet in depth, is composed
at first of all kinds of small stones ; after
which you come to ancient paved streets
and houses, of Roman architecture: a proof
that the original Modena, formerly a
Roman colony, was swallowed up by an
earthquake; and buried perhaps by two
hills which, as history informs us, were pre-
cipitated at the same time. The second
stratum, likewise of fourteen feet, is princi-
pally composed of vegetable earth ; contain-
ing branches and trunks of trees, which
though mouldered are yet perfectly dis-
tinguishable. None of these trees exbi-
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bit the smallest traces of having ever been
touched by iron; .and hence it is supposed
that the country was covered by a forest,
before men were acquainted with that me-
tal, and that on this ground the ancient
city was afterwards erected. The third
stratum, of eleven feet, manifests a sudden
-and total alteration. It is composed of the
finest white clay, intermixed with muscles
and every -other kind of marine produc-
tions. This, then, was once the bottom of
.a sea: here swarmed fishes, till the sea
gave place to the forest, the fishes to
wild beasts, ‘and the ' latter were exter-
minated by men. How many centuries
must have been requisitc for these altera-
tions! here the human mind is lost in the
amysterious abyss of ever-creative and ever-
-destroying Nature! The following stratum,
-only two feet thick, is a morassy earth,
mixed with mouldered reeds and other
plants of marshy situations. You then
aneet again a stratum ‘of eleven feet,
«composed, like the last but one, of white
<lay and marine productions; then again
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a marshy soil of two feet, resting on a stra-
tum of the abovementioned clay seven feet
thick. Beneath the last stratum of marshy
soil which succeeds, there is a layer of gra-
vel, sand, and flints of various sizes ; which,
together with the loud subterraneous noise
announces the vicinity of water. When
the workmen employed to dig a well arrive
so far, they are all drawn up but one, who
remains to bore through the stratum of
sand and gravel, which is five feetin depth.
When this is accomplished, he is obliged
instantly to give a signal, that he may be
drawn up after his comrades. However
expeditiously this may be done, he never
reaches the top withéut being thoroughly
soaked from head to feet; for the water,
which instantly follows the borer, rises with
such impetuosity, as to carry upwards with
it stones of the weight of a quarter of a
pound. At the same moment, all the other
wells in the vicinity cease to receive their
usual supplies till the new one has become
more tranquil. Such is the brief account of
the waters of Modena, whose inexhaustible
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streams, rising from the depth of sixty-eight
feet, not only abundantly supply the city
and country with water, but afterwards
form a navigable canal, which discharges
itself into the Po. There have been writers
who ascribed the origin and abundance of
these waters to the sea; which, say they,
filters through subterraneous channels. On
the other hand, the abbé Teta of Naples
endeavours to prove that these powerful
currents receive their supplies from the
lakes which are found among the Alps
and Appenines. He has written a pam-
phlet on the subject, which those may con-
sult who are more deeply interested in the
investigation.

MANTUA.

THE unpleasant situation of this fortified
city, which acted such a distinguished part
during the late war, is well known. Bya
thousand windings, which the distant out-
works have rendered necessary, you traverse
an extensive plain, on which you discover
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not a single tree, and which is bounded on
each side by swamps. Hence the dispesi-
tion with which you enter the gate of the
city is not the most cheerful. The place
itself does not centribute to dissipate the
cloud. Itisin vain to expect that this ef-
fect will be produced by the monument re-
cently erected with great pomp to Virgil,
who was born a$, Mantua, Hesavens, what
an ironical compliment to-that great. poet! -
His bust is placed so high that it is impes+
sible to, distinguish..the..features. Four
swans of iron, ¢cpvesed with plastet of Paris,
support a colymn; the plaster has already
fallen off in seyeral.places, and .the swans
look as if they had been. plueked. . Ona.
laige.. quadrangular. pedestal are four in-
scriptions. - One, of these, Dedicated to the
immortal Virgil pf, Mantua, evidently ap-
pears. to have begn introduced as a peg to
hang the three others upon. These are as
follow ; In the year 9 of (miserable) liber-
ty, . when Brune was- general, and Buona-
parte consul. The third is: To General
Miollis, that Mecenas (1), the grateful cite
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zens. 'The fourth isinscribed to the honour
of the administrators. Thus it appears
that the good-natared Virgil has been
obliged to divide his immortality as much ay’
possible; ia.order to give etich a small por--
tion:: his owmn is, meationed only by the
by. ‘Fhe place. in which this monument
is erected is' large; but sirrounded with
wretched houses ; dnd the whole is not so'
much :a monument of -Virgil 83 of French
vanity; which unfortunatel ‘is ‘ot always
contented with iron ‘swans@tovered- with
plaster of Paris. Mantua likewise contains'
a printing-office, whicl? asdtimés the pom-
pous “epithet of the Vibgilian, but prints
scarcely aiy thingbut ‘play-bills.

The traveller should: not omit seeing St.
Andrew’s church, whicli is a truly beautiful
structure. The blood eof Christ himself is
there preserved ina phial ; but it is exhibit- ~
ed only in times of public calamity, when
it is of no service. The cathedral is like-
wise a fine building, but the style of the ar-
chitecture is far inferior to that of St. An-
drew’s, I need not again to repeat what

82
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has become of the best paintings. Mantua
is the last city in which you observe pieces
of oil-cloth hanging before the churches,
and resembling the signs of the tradesmen
at the Leipzig fair; on which you are civilly
requested to pray for the souls of persons
recently deceased. One of these was styled
ex-marquis. The ancient palace of the
Gonzagas is of great extent, and belongs to
the new nat;ow The only masked comedy
which I saw in afl Italy was at Mantua. It
afforded me consndernble pleasare, for I was
always a friend ofhonest Harlequin ; bat
_u.nfortunatcly he wds a’poor creature. I
_ was likewise’ present at thé representation
“of la” Serca” Pddvtbi, 4 most charming
farce ; which I saw acted upwards of twenty
years ago at Petersburg by madame Doria, -
then young, beautiful, glittering with dia-
monds, the all-powerful mistress of the all-
_powerful minister Besborodko ; and (what
a vicissitude of fortune!) the same Doria,
now old,ugly, and poor, performed the same
part here. This sight, which renewed so
many recollections, had nearly drawn tears
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from my -eyes. What proficients the offi-
cers of the Ligurian republic are in reading!
they have given me a pretty positive proaf
in writing;. for they changed my nan_xé,
" which was written- very legibly in the paé.é,
into: Borniguno Aleskandro,k which clearly
demenstrates that thev do not Lnow a sm"le
letter. :

When I first. passed thxou"h this town, I
found it garrisoned by negroes, who were:
cooped up hcre that they . mlvht ﬂrddnalnv
die'away in -peace,; Their number has di-
minished sq.much,, tba{ it ,was thought pro-
per- to remoye the, speqtacle of theu exter-
mination to. Pledmont. The remnant of this
- oft-celebrated. refnmgm sc?rcely amounted-
-to a few hundred men. .

'VERONA:

A -LARGE, odd kmd of town, “inhabited
by forty-five tliousand persons, and divid-
ed by the Adige into two unequal paits.
‘The largest and best has been retained by
the Erench, who. have ceded the smallest
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and worst to Austria. On a bridge which
crosses the Adige, are stationed the senti-
nels and custom-house officers of both na-
tions. The stranger is bandied about like a
shuttlecock from one to the other, till he
at length falls either on the ground of 4.
berty, where no person dares to open his
mouth excepting he has obtained permis-
sion from the French ; or till he approaches
‘the mountams of 'l"yrol ‘where’ alone real
meu ‘are to be found. * If the traveller visits
-Verona before he''fas been at Rorie, the
- antiquities of the fornier are’ fif move inter-

- ésting to_him " thifi ‘in"ifie * dontrary case ;
 for then he has 'B'éhe?d"so hiany grand ‘and
-.magnificent Tortintents, that: all the ruins
he afterwards meets wnt’h make but a very
slight impression.

The amphitheatre of Verona is deservedly
celebrated, but it can by no means be com-
pared to the Coliseum. Officers called
conservators are appoiuted to take care of
these ruins. In my ‘opinion these conser-
vators have done both too little and too
much: too little, because they bave pérmit-
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ed all the arcades on the outside to be occu-
pied by the shops of blacksmiths, lock-
smiths, and other trades, or by stare-houses
of wood and hay, which of course greatly
-disfigure the edifice; too much, for they
have repaired the whole of the interior of
the amphitheatre, consequently the antique
can no longer be distinguished from the
modern, and it appears as new and neat as
if it had recently been erected, If the spec-
tator surveys the balcony,,or the seats ap-
propriated. to. the meagistrates, Which -are
pow profaned by an inscriptign announcing
that Pius VI here imparted hls blessing,
and perceives in the middle of the, area the
little, theatre of bosrds. where a kind of
. modern farces are represented, hls enthu-
~ siasm, even though he may entertam the
- highest veneration for a.ntxqult_y, is suc{denly
cgoled ; it is as if he were standing on some
celebrated field of battle which is now the
theatre of the sports of childhoed.

Besides the modern-antique amphltheatre,
.ther;e are many ruinsof arches, walls, gates,
&c, but which are all scarcely worth men-
tioning. The palaces and churches con-
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tain as many curiosities as the Trench
thought fit to leave them ; that is, very few.
The museum, founded by the celebrated
Maffei, still possesses many valuable an-
tiques and interesting inscriptiens ; but one
of its principal ornaments, the will in the
Greek language, hewn in stone, (which: I
have noticed in my Recallections of Paris,}
is no longer bere. The same may be
said of a Diomed. A head of Antoni-
nus “Pius bears a striking : resemblance
to the present emperor .of France. I
inspected the museum with Maffei in-my
hand, and had fifty times occasion to re-
mark that antiquaries eoften .see what they
choose to see. I noted Jown several instances;
but to receive pleasure from the explana-
tion of them, the reader ought to have
before him the bas-reliefs themselves. The
following is a remarkable inscription : Eros
Asini Atriensis. Maffei is of opinion that
it should have been Asinii : among the
class of servants, the Atrienses were held in
the highest contempt. Another inscrip-
tion the zealous advocates of popery should
endeavour to steal ; for it was written in the
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-early times of the christian church, in ho-~
nour of acertain Liciniawho was an konests

femina, and nevertheless was for twenty-
seven years the wife of a priest. A few
hours may be passed here very agreeably ;
for the number of the most interesting in-
scriptions amounts to about six hundred,
and a residence of several months would be
required entirely to exhaust thls source of
pleasure.

The theatre of Verona is, itr every respect,
one of the best that Ihave met with in Italy.
When I passed through "the town the first
time, the opera huffa indeed was not above
mediocrity, and none of the singers seemed
to surpass the others. The piece was called
due Nozze ed un sol Marito, with some good
music by Guglielmi: the choruses in pan-
ticular produced a fine effect. The dia-
logue was, as usual, without sense or mean~
ing ; on which. account I hope that it will
soon be translated into German. The first
tenor, Benedetti, was. a very stiff performer
with a weak voice, whothought fit (probably
because he represented an officer) to keep
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his hat on continually : even when seated
at table between ladies who had .invited
him to dioner,- he never parted drom. bis
beloved hat. The prima;,donna, kodovisi,
did ot sing amiss, but might hoast ghaishe
had .arrived at . yesvs. of  disergtion. :The
ballet.called the Stome. Ememmment was
got upin-@a yery ,gopd. styJ.e,.by 4hg ballat-
master  Luzzi; aq;{hhg‘,ﬂavghmr,p .most
lovely girl of fpurtaen; willi certainly shine
ere: long, ameng. the: first, «dancers. The
thegire is Jarge andlbandsomg in the cyr-
tain. I coupted fpwrigen, -or. ffteen pents.
~Illusion is net partigularly istudied : when
; the scene changes, theidecoratigns are re-
moved. before it ig finished, and during - the
representation the candle-snuffer walks
about just ‘where he -pleases. - French gre-
nadiers.kept guard,; and the greatest part of
the audience was likewise composed of \this
class. At my second visit to Verona, I found
the opera and- ballet still farther improwed.
‘The piece represented was la Cappricigss
pentita, with exquisite musio by Fiorpuaati.
The prima downa, Ceccarelli, was by; no
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means handsome ; and the tenor, Campi-
telli, a very indifferent performer; but the
two buffos,Guglielmini and Bartolucci,were
of a superior order. The ballet-master this
time was Angiolini: - The ballet itself, Ab-
dul, or the Generous Turk, contained, it is
true, nothing but a trite story : but it was in-
telligible ; and its execution displayed ta-
‘lent, industry, and taste. The first female
" -dancer, - Guglielmidetti,” [ cannot praise.
-On the other hdnd, Gagtans arid Anna Diani
“‘are alovely young eouple; who 'already give
- grewt- satisfaction) 'and will hat fail ut some
future 'period ‘to-excel:] Thé decdrations
were, I may oy the 'best T hed seen in all

luly: !he name of the artist iy’ Piclm
v, i e

. BETWEEN VERONA ANDWVIENNA, .

"Tuxr yeHow fever hits-rentered the te-
-dious formblity of ‘Austrian pelicd, if pos-
+»sible; still move tedious: Fhere nte stations
on whith you’ bhn scateely proeeed half an
- hourwithout being-oblized to ptoduce your
"passports and' certificates of health. Many
@ valuable hour i3 'ia this manner lost by
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the traveller. I applaud the adoption of
the most rigorous precautions against that
dreadful disease; but where the multipli-
cation of them is productive of no benefit
whatever, I cannot help considering them
asisuperflious, * He 'who deceives one post
with. his passport, will probably find it an
eéasy mattet to' impose upon-all the rest.. A
géneral in' Tyrol has presented a proposal
to ‘goverhment,'to- stelp every. person com-
‘ing from LegRotn stark naked, to burn his
- clathes, and th: “supply. him - with new ones
*at'thé emperdry ek pence: I doubt whether
: ﬂns phan.-will. Ké ‘approved: -

A dedpadw Whikhes very rare in these
"pa'rts’ “38tdtned iné ‘a¢'Tieént or Trento seve-
tdk dayd, " 'THiS pli€e, formerly the theatre
“dnly’ prin”fuBl'bombats, is nmow about to:
“be' peopled With'teiporal warriors; and to

be ‘convértéd Thto a'fortification. Trenttis
iideed Sarkotmded 'oni-evéry side by lofty
“hitld; all of”wliiéh it will be necessary to
" fortify; and’if mét be done, I cannot com-
K prchend‘ wl‘ty thé ‘towr itself is to be forti-
ficd.’ ‘The endfineers ‘however, must under-
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stand that matter better than I do. It will
take ten years to complete the proposed
works, which will cost immense sams. The
inhabitants of course already lament the
loss of their most productive vipeyards.
Commissionexs are now ¢mployedin valuing
the lands. - It is well known that thesg va-
luations are not in general to the disadvan-
tage of the valuer; but.admitting that the
full price of every piece. of ground. is paid,
can the possessor recgiye any compensation
for the pleasure he .derived, from hjs pro-
perty, perhaps his oply and last comfort jn
the world? It is, at, any rats, a . cryel
task ; especially as thq ),nhpb,l.tants appear
not to be.convinced that it is necessary.
I like to enter into canversation with peo-
ple of all descriptions ; and, was. talking on
this subject with an artisan at Brixen, which
place, under circumstances perfectly simi-
lar, is likewise to be cenverted into a for-
tress. He was a sensible map, and rea- .
soned very justly. ‘¢ Fer my part,” said

ke, “it is all very well; L shall get a
little money by it ; put—but”—* Weil, but
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what {”—¢“ But where is all the money to
come from ? This coin” (some of which I had
just paid bim) “ is very. bad, but it were to .
be wished that we had enough even of shis.
A single stone for building these fortifi- .
cations must cost, befare it arrives at the-
spot, at least 30 gulden ;- this [ am able to .
demonstrate, and it is therefore my opi-
nion that they will: think better of it.”—
“ But only consider, my friend, the great
advantage of such & foriress in cases of
necessity.”—“ Of that,-however, L.-am net -
perfectly convinped. I bad ald sy life .
heard so much of Mantua; that I: shought
the devil himself cauld -not take it;. but it
was gone in the twinkling of an-eye: and
how did it fare. with Luxemburge” To
these argnments ad komsnew 1 had nothing
to reply; and I almost,think that the ge-
neral with whom I had conveised on the,
same subject the preceding day, would
have been as much at a lass for an answer.
My good epinion of the Tyrolese was
greatly confizmed by this intclligent  me-
chanic,
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‘T have more than once mentioned the
little painted monuments erected in Tyrol,
by the side of the road, to the memery of
persons killed by accident. . Nedr Brixen
I met with ‘one, the. sscription én which
was expressed.in' such'a droll manner that
I could!not zefraidi from: copyingit. - Here
itis:r o . - '

“ Brothers:.and ocowrades, stop here a
little, .ands survey this spot-where I was
obliged to resign my life. ' Scarcely had I
entered the world, and adtained my twenty-
sixth year, when:thé wheel of’a waggon
cut me in two.: I.now intreat y8u, my be-
loved friends, remeriibet ime ; und as you pass
by, give me a pater nuster. *Here Domi-
nicus Peer, a'nativé of Botz, was killed in
the twenty-sixth year of his age. Pray for
me, and [ will pray for you. 1800.”—We
learn ameng other things from- this inscrip-
tion, that a young Tyrolese of twenty-six
imagined he had just come into the world !

A plan has lately been projected, and, it
is reported, has likewise been submitted to
the sovereign, the execution of which would
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assuredly prove more advantageous to Ty-
rol than the building of two fortresses. Its
object is to form a straight-channel for the
current of the Adige: which, between
Botzen and Trent, and even higher still,
forms a theusand windings; -and by this

. means all the morasses now situated be-

tween these bendings of the river, would
be converted into -arable lands. TFyrolat
present cultivates -so smail a -quantity of
corn, thas it can scarcely support itself four
months.in.-the year: for' the other -eight
months it is obliged toimport supplies from

Bavaria and, Italy; ‘New the morasses of

the Adige ave 30 éxtensive, that it is calcu-
lated they will ;produce cdro sufficient for
thetotal coqsumption:of Tyrol.- - The be-
nefis; therefore, i of such magnitude, as
alone to-be sufficiént to immortalize the

‘ name of Erancis II. Here: indeed, as every

where else, you meet with péople who make
objections, and:view the matter in a very
different light. .The morasses, say they,
now produce a kind of rushes, which is
‘used instead of stsaw for the cattle : how i
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this less to be supplied? I should think
that corn would likewise furnish straw. The
following objection appears rather more
difficult to be answered : This marshy soil
will never produce corn; and Tyrol has
scarcely hands sufficient for the cultiva-
tion of its vines, and caunot spare any for
agriculture. I content myself with men-
tioning the subject historically ; T am not
able to decide the question. But I cannot
leave this charming country and its honest
inhabitants, without onee more calling to
mind the various beauties, of which even
winter is not capable of strippiag it. Oh,
how delightful it is, when returping from
monotonous Italy, again to tread these
mountainous regions; and to press the hands
of their friendly, sincere, and sensible in-
habitants ! To Italy I shall never go again,
but I hope that this is-not the last visit T
shall pay to Tyrol. ‘

The by-road from Brixen to Carinthia is
still more interesting to the observer of
mankind, than the high road through In-
-spruk ; which is iore frequented, and
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where the inhabitants are more polished,

or sometimes rather more depraved. In

the former, on the contrary, you every

where meet with pure unsophisticated na-

ture. They survey a stranger almost with

the curiosity of children, follow him every
where, are ever officious to do something
or other for him, and are frequently trou-
blesome in consequence of this disposition;
but he cannot possibly be angry with them,
as he must be convinced of their ardent
desire to fulfil all his wisHes. Such a race
of men inhabit ‘the fotnier principality of
Brixen: whose territory, watered' by the
Eisach, which rushes ‘through a2 narrow
valley, is interspersed’ With cheerful towns
and villages; where cleanliness prevails
within and without the houses, and where
health and cheerfulness smile ' from the
faces of the inhabitants tipon the stranger.
They principally subsist by breeding cattle:
the climate is too sharp for the cultivation
of the vine; for the valley lies high, and the
inclement winds have a free passage through
it. “ Nine months in the year are winter,”
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say the inhabitants of Niederdorf for ex-
-ample, “and three are cold.” The soil,
‘however, is well adapted to pasturage. This
anay perhaps be -the reason why this tribe
of herdsmen appeared to me to be more
“brave and less corrupted than their neigh-
bours, who cultivate the vine. VWhat
might not have been expected -of them
during the late war! With what courage
they waited for the coming of the Fiench!
At Branneken, two posts from Brixen,
they had nos heard of the arrival.of the
-enemy - till he was alimost at their gates.
They immediately sent to geacral Sporke,
who com:nanded, a carps at no great dis-
‘tance, to inform .him they, were ready to
dight if he would come.and support them.
“Fhe general promised to comply with their
invitation. More than four thousand coun-
try-people assembled, armed themse]v_xjas,
baked br'ead, for the Austrians, procured
wine, and waited for their leader. He came
not: he sent them word, that his orders
obliged him to return over the mountains.
This message the honest peasants could not
T2
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understand. - They were acquainted with
their mountains : they knew that, especially
‘in spring; it was not possible to cross them,
at least not with artillery. - ‘They wondered
‘why the general should choose -rather to
‘throw "his cannon inte:the water, than to
bring it to their defence yand they stiil main-
tain that if 'this had been: done, if they bad
‘been ' organized: and ‘had any one to head
" them, not a man-of the French would hgve
escaped) Whoever has;seen :the country
and ‘its iinhabitimis, .will give.them credit
~-for the nssertion.. The ansyer they received
" rendered them not dejegted, but indignant.
~All the' officersiiof, gevernment, withdrew,
‘leaving 'the people.s ta; shift for themselyes.
But whenever: they: met..with’ one. of these
fugitives, they seized ‘it . by his. queve,
- dragged -him' ‘back, and. .tauntingly ex-
claimed, ¢“ Scoundrel, there is the enemy !”
* " 'Had, at that moment; a man . appeared
among them; endowed. by nature with, mili-
tary talents, he might bave given the state
-of affairs a very different aspect, and have
acquired great.renown.. Now their force
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was dispersed, but even in this situation
they made head against the French. In a
small town, a body of them assembled at
the gate, merely opened a small door from
time to time, fired, killed at each time. a
nan.ber of the enemy, and. then instantly
drew back their heads again. - ‘The French
might threaten and storm as-they, pleased ;
the little troop continmed:to defend .them-
selves "in -this ‘mdnnery.. and at length
- compelled “ them: toresire/” LNen in. a
“village situated on a .rock, the inhabitants
resolved to oppuse nhE entmuneeof the in-
" vaders. ‘The women armed: thomsslves. as
" well ag the' men;andotle; children rolled
large 'stones 'ddw 1 upop whe French, who
made a halt}’'ahd > ther proceeded;. farcher.
" On their ‘approathits: Branntken,, the, pea-
‘sants dévewded thie mbuntains, kindled some
hundreds éffirgs ‘ini the -wicinity, .and so
" alafmed the numerous army of the;gnemy,
thiit he enteredrinto'a capitulation skith this
open town, the articles-'of which, were
faithfully observed. !: These brave herds-
men wete therefure indebted _to . their
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courage alone for not being plundered..
The word peasant was aterror to the French,
and frequently restrained them from com-
mitting excesses. The heart of a German
patriot bleeds, when he sees what a two-
edged sword the government then had in-
its hand without daring to draw it from the-
scabbard.

The Tyrolese of this part of the country
betray their childish disposition by the
pleasure they take in figures of various
colours, that they are so fond of painting
on their houses, or placing by the side of the
road; and which, cven when they represent
pious subjects, display a certain nutive hu-
mour. I saw, for examplé, a picture of two
men kneeling before a ‘crucifix, behind
whom, at a window, were standing two
pretty girls. From the mouths of the men
flew hearts fastened to long black cords:
the heart of one proceeded straight to ‘the
erucifix ; while that of the other suddenly
turned off from the direct way, and flew up
to the handsome maidens. They are great
admirers of the images of saints: and as the
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ancient Romans gladly received strange
deities, so they never refuse admission to
any foreign saint; for I even found hoie
St. Peter of Alcantara, who (heaven knows
how) has strayed as far as Tyrol. Tt is only
to be hoped that priestcraft may not de-
base this generous pecople.  Attcmpts have
not been wanting. Near Windcl, [ observed
a large cross, beacath which was an inserip-
tion purporting, that by an ordinance of
the pope, whoever said three paterncsters
and three Ave-marias before this cross,
would obtaiun absolution for seven years and
scven quadragwms (forty days), and would be
able to transter the same to the poor souls
in purgatory. Curst impiety ! Cannot
these harpies at least spare a pecople much
too poor to satiate their thirst of gold? 1
trust, however, to the natural good-sense of
the Tyrolese. If the priests should ever
proceed too far with their delusions, I am
convinced they will be driven out of the
country. Besides the above-mentioned
pictures, many of the houses are decorated
with verses, which frequently excite a smile,
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In these valleys a great quantity of snow -
generally falls. every year.. When I travel- -
led through it, I was obliged to have my -
carriage placed upon a sledgc; and to stop -
whole days at several places. till.the road,
blocked up by snow to the height of a man,
should’be cleared. Here and there ava- -
lanches had likewise rolled down upon it
fiom the mountains;; One¢ of these masses -
had overwhelmed, a house, and killed
one of its. inhabitants.. . The regulations
for restoripg an upiptessupted comanunica-
tion are excellgny, :1 thgusands ,of peasants
immediately, sally fogth; with their. spades;
and whercpi;p”day the, packet of, the iail
was carried by six men at the imminent ha-
zard of their lives. through the snow for a
tract of.severgl miles, there I travelled -on
the following day with,my heary carriage,
and mct, inpumerable sledges loaded . with
goods. It affords rea} pleasure to gbserve
with what rcadiness. and activity the Tyro-
lese undertake this laborious. business.
Among several thousands whom I saw at
work in a space of from forty to forty-five
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miles, I did not observe a single discon-~
tented face, and not one of them ever asked
me for any thing. - In Italy 1 should have
found as 1many beggars as’ labourers.
The Tyroles: were all friendly and ctvil;
wished me a good morning, or gave me
the usual salute of praised be Jesus Christ,
with unassuming cordiality; ‘were “always
ready to-assist' whenever I met with another
carriige, or the narrowness of the 'road ren-
dered assistance necessary ; required no re-
muneration:for théir troablé; as they with
justice might have dotiey but'tdok off their
green round ‘hats} wistied ‘o, a- ‘prosperous
Journey, and chéerfu?ly bontinued t'helr ‘
work. : e -
Had Raynal traversed ' this country, he
would undoubtedly have been inftained with
the samé enthusiasmr which ‘was once kin-
dled in his soul in ¥ndia, when he' disco-
vered (if I am net mistaken) on the coast of
Coromandel a region of innocence. -Lienz
is the last frontier town of Tyrol. At this
place the irhabitantslikewise gave proofs of
their courage, and- here too they complain
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bitterly of having been deserted by general
Sporke with eleven thousand men. He had
resolved to retreat with his artillery beyond
the mountains. They represented to him
that such a measure was impossible, as there
was not even a path for a saddle-horse.
All their representations, hawever, were in
vain: he treated them rather rudely into the
bargain; and attempted to put his plan in ex-
ecution, but was soon obliged to desist and
to leave his cannon behind him. ‘¢ Had he
kept on good terms with us,” say the Ty-
rolese, ¢ we would have drawn the artillery
ourselves. to some. plage of. security, and
have concealed; it where it would net be
{found by the enemy. It would then have
been saved for our sovereign.”

But the general was not only obliged to
abandea the cannon, but likewise a great
quantity of ammunition. He attewpted
indeed to destroy the greatest part of it, but
the time was too short. What could not be
destroyed was collected by the inhabitants,
and with this they repulsed the French.
Such was literally the fact : the anecdote is
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truly extraordinary, Deserted by those
who ought to have proteeted them, unpro-
vided with. arms except such as the
troops had thrown away in their precipi-
tate flight, they scized these, placed an inn-
keeper who had once been a serjeant at
their head, boldly attacked the advanced
guard of the French which had entered their
little town, and drove themr from street to:
street, out at the gate, and beyond the
bridge, strewing the whole way with the
bodies of their enemies. An army of six~
tegn thousand wmen soon aftcrwards ad-
vanced, and the generul who-eommanded it
breathed vengeatice agninst the town: But
when he perceived that the peasants-and in--
habitants. had taken post unintimidated om
the adjacent mountains, where they re-
mained under arms, he altered his;tone, and
declared in a manifesto that he had relin-
quished.all idea of satisfying his vengeance
though just, that he wished not to punish
the innocent with the guilty, and ‘merely
demanded a free passage and bread for his
troops. This capitulation was. accepted ;
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but no sooner had the rapacious French-
man entered the town, than he gave notice
that uanless the sum of one hundred thou-
sand florins was raised in two hours, the
place should be set on fire at the four
corners. The unfortunate citizens made
every possible exertion; they went from
house to house, accompamed by a French
guard, to co]lect money, but could not col-
lect more than twenty-five tlxousand florins.
Five of the pnncnpal mhabxt,ants were there-
fore taken 3s hostafres. These were shameful-
ly t.reated glurmo' }helr mar( *h ; were scarcely
allowed bread; and when the preliminarics
. of Leoben were actually signed, they were
. mot mformed that, by thls treaty all ar-

rears of' conmbutuns Were remltted they
. _/wele scveml mnes led out as if for the
N purpose of bemg slmt and by’ suph ine-
~thods as thgse a hke sum, )vhlch they were
: obllged to borrow of their friends and ac-
'quamtance, was extorted from them before
they were dismissed. * 1t would certaml be
worth tbe wh e of a good hxstonan’ to
‘veside fora few months in Tyrol : he ‘would
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there have an opportunity of collecting the
most extraordinary particulars of a war, the
individual occurrences of which must ap-
pear incomprehensible to posterity. They
will not be a little astonished to learn, that
the military manifested a kind of batred
(1 cannot possibly call it envy) against the
brave peasantry : and that they went so far
as to call the gallant general Laudon, by
wa\ of ridicule, the idol of the peasants, be-
causc he was the only officer who k: rew
how to avail himself of the oomage and
oner(r_y of the Tyno]ese “and who, Tet it be
well remarked,’ hlmseii‘ fought at then
head. =
At Lienz T found a comp'my of’ mnerant
players, who happened’ to perform one of
“my picces. This was not the only honour
they did me, for the day before they had
“ascribed to me a play of which 1 am not
~ the author. It was entitled Poverty and
Love ; or, if the Prince knows it, he will
certainly afford Relief.” I often find, unfor-
tunately, that the sins of others are charged
‘%o my account ; though acc.ordmg to the
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‘critics, my own are quite enough for me to
bear.

An additional trait in the picture of the
brave Tyrolese, a trifling circumstance that
occurred to me on the frontiers of their coun-
t:y, shall conclude my observations relative
to it. 'The foremost sledge, on which my
.carriage was placed, broke down near Lienz.

“The snow was deep, and it was impossible to
proceed without another. About a mile
behind ‘us were a few houses, to which
d sent back the postilion to see if he.could
.find what we stood in'needof.: He returned
avith a sledge neatly new, with which a fe-
amale peasant had furnished him. As I'have
Anvariably found in all the countries through
‘which T have yét truvelled (except the re-
‘motest parts-of 'Russia and- Siberia), that
.people are but too'ready to take advantage
of the distresses of therr fellow-creatures, I
-expected that a sum equal to ten times the
value of the sledge would be demanded.
But how deeply ¥ was ashamed of myself,
‘when on asking the postilion he replied:
¢ If the gentleman only wants the sledge-as
.
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far as the next station, the woman requires
nothing for it; but if he wishes to keep it,
he may have it valued by the wheelwright
at the next village !”

Carinthia, though apparently a fine coun
try, cannot be compared- to Tyrol. The
Carinthian is obliged to perform personal
service ; whereas the Tyroleseis paid, as he
ought to be, for his labour. I therefore found
the roads of Tyrol in good repair, and a
broad track formed through snow.the height
of a man. On the contrary, in Carinthia,
where the snow was not. by. far so deep, the
roads: were in bad conditian, and grently
" neglected. Inthe yillages L observed large
heaps of fir-branches, which.are used by the
peasants as bedding for cattle; an ewvident
proof of their poverty. In a.meral point of
view I was struck with the circumstancethat
almostall the windows im Carinthia are secur-
ed with iron bars. This precaution appeared
quite unnecessary in Tyrol. In many of the
inns I found a printed paraphrase of the
Lord’s-Prayer, directed against the Irench,
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stuck upon the door. It displayed consider-
able wit, and was worthy of notice as a
proof of the popular sentiments.

The last station before you arrive at Cla-
genfurt is very agreeable. The road leads
between woody hills, along the banks of a
lake bordered with trces. Clagenfurt, the
capital of Carinthia, is a handsome well-
built town. The market-place is embel-
lished - in a very singular manner; for
near a very stiff Maria Theresa of lead,
stands a Hercules against whom a prodi-
gious serpent is wreaking its vengeance. My
lacquey assured me that this dragon was an
emblem of Carinthia; and this Hercules (to
whom he actually gave the same name) had
been a prisoner at Mariazell, and was par-
doned on coundition of his fighting this ser-
pent. At this place is a very pretty theatre;
the manager of which appears to be not
only avery intelligent man, but likewise an
actor of distinguished talents.

A young pregnant female with a lively
imagination, ought not to travel through
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Carinthia, for she every where meets with

disgusting figures with three or four weus.
A single wen is almost a. rarity ; the whole
neck is generally surrounded with those tu-

" mours. I must likewise cautian travellers

" against the inn at Plagenfurt, which stands

‘opposite the post-house. I considered the

Italian inn-keepers as virtuosoes in imposi-
tion, but here they are outdone by a native
of Germany. It is upon the whole too evi-
dent throughout all Carinthia that you have
quitted honest Tyrol : the inhabitants are
more unw |lhng to render ass;stance, more
rude; you are used worse and detained
longer at the post-houses most of the inns
are dlrty and dear, and tl)e wme b.xd 1n-
stead of all the good Lhmgs which T)xol af-
fords in such abundance, you meet with
nothmg but Sr)uan capons, which are fre-
quently very tough and k’an. ‘ Ille small
town of Frisach, as appcars from an inscr ip-
tion, has been destroyed fourteen timcs by
ﬁre and w'n' that i s, about once in every
gbnemtlon. 1'1'1‘1e lnlmbltanta must cherish
an ardent love of country, otherwise they
YOL. IV, "
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would before this time have abandoned a
spot so cruelly persecuted by fortune. Be-
tween krisach and Neumark is a valley
which is as narrow as the heart of a miser.
A murmuring stream here glides between
rocks of green stone, and leaves but just
sufficient room for the traveller to steal
through the coal-valley.

At Krautbath in Styria I saw some coun-
try lads fantastically dressed ; they were act-
ing a kind of comedy. One, for example,
wrapped in furs, represented winter ; ano-
ther had his hat decorated with ears of corn,
#s an emblem of summer : these two strug-
gle hard with each other for the mastery.
Uuluckily the horses were harnessed, and
the approach of evening obliged me to
hasten away ; so that I was obliged to deny
myselfthe pleasure of witnessing this popu-
lar amusewment. It were, however, to be
wished that some learned inhabitant of Sty-
ria would furnish the world with some par-
ticulars concerning it, and especially con-
cerning its origin and antiquity. At Leoben
she well known preliminaries were coanclud-



BETWEEN VRRONA AND VIENNA., 281

ed. It is a pretty town, to which I wish a
longer duration than its preliminaries. = Our
landlady assured us that she had often seen
Buonaparte. “ Atthat time,” said she, ¢ he
was thin, meagre, pale and short ; now, that
he is an emperor, he must look very' dif-
ferent.” .

Near Schottwin the traveller ascends a
hill apparently lofty ; and he is not a little
astonished to find the contrary side which
he is obliged to descend is at least three.
times as high. He then first perceives that
the country he 'has just passed through is
very elevated, and this the sudden change
of the climate likewise demonstrates. [
left Murzzuschlag amidst a violent shower
of snow, which was several fect in depth on
the mountains, so that all the fences were
entirely covered: but when I had reached
Schottwin not a trace of snow was to be seen
either in the fields or'the roads, and genial
sunshine refreshed the springing rye-grass,

" If the traveller, two posts from Vienna,

<an overcome hjs impatience to arrive at

that metropolis, let him alight to see tha
v
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Schonau, which is situated close to the
road. Every part of this mansion attests
the good taste of its possessor, baron Braun.
It is particularly celebrated for an ob-
ject unigue in its kind, a temple of Night:
to which you are conducted through a sub-
terraneous passage by torch-light, till sud-
denly a door springs open, and you enter
the sanctuary of Night ; when nothing but
alabaster vases reflect a dim light, and soft
distant harmonies, repeated by echo, com-
- plete the enchantinent. The tomb of the
amiable poet Alxinger is likewise at Scho-
nau. I seize this-opportunity to correct an
error which hascreptinto various narratives
of travels and other works. The inscription
on Alxinger’s tomb was not written by me;
but, if I mistake not, by my valuable friend
Ratschky: who was intimately aecquainted
with the poet, and who alone could in con-
sequence have composed an inscription de-
monstrative of such a confidential inter-
«course. I was not personally acquainted
with Alxinger; for it was not till after his
death that I went to Vienna. There is no-
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thing of mine at Schonau, except the in-
scriptions in the subterraneous passages.
leading to the temple of Night.

VIENNA.

It is natural to suppose that I could nes
ver entertain the idea of writing a deserip-
tion of Vienna, but only a few detached ob-
servations; of which I would rather have it
said that they are too short, ‘than that they
should experience the fate of Nicolai’s Tra-
vels, which nobody- reads because they are
too long. o

I have again- seen: that’ dtstmguwhed ge'
nius Fugger, who bas just finished two ex-
quisite sketches for large pictures: . Alcestis
devoting herself to the deities of death to
save her husband, and Alcestis conducted.
by Hercules  into-the arms of Admetus.
The latter in-particular will be a very affect- -
ing picture, and is rendered extremely strik-
ing by the variety of passions which are
here combined into a most beautiful whole.
Hercules is the centre figure, in sublime re-
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pose; his looks and his attitude say -—
What I have done is nothing extraordinary.
By his side- Alcestis, with love and desire,
removes the shroud that still enwraps her.
Opposite to her is Admetus, who rushes
from his palace, snatches a torch from a
slave; but is still unable to believe his eyes:
with hope and doubt be extends his hand
to touch his wife. Next appear the chil-
dren, who still seem afraid of the shade of
their mother: and lastly, on the steps of the
palace, a rich group of its inhabitants ; who,
on the report of the arrival of Hercules,
hasten forth, in expectation of semething
great, with countenances expressive of cu-
riosity, astonishment, terror, and transport.
It wasscarcely possible to choose a more fer-
tile subject for the pencil. With what ta-
lent and sensibility Fugger has treated it,
Ineed not say. The first picture will like-
wise do honour to the master; only it ap-
‘peared to me, that the child which the nurse
Jays at the feet of Alcestis to divert her from
her resolution, renders the idea of the great
artist rather ambiguous: for the nurse is
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not looking at Alcestis with an air of en-
treaty, but bends her head down to the
child, by which the spectator is led to ima-
gine that the whole of the action relates to
the latter. I ventured to express this
doubt to the artist, and he condescended to
pay attention to it: but he demonstrated to
me, by an alteration of the position, either
the second figure, Admetus, concealed, or
the nurse herself, would become the prin-
cipal figure; and to this I had nothing to
reply. I likewise saw at Fiigger’s an almost
finished picture of Coriolanus receiving
his ingdignant mother, &c. : and the sketch
of a comparison to this admirable pic-
ture, Camillus triumphing on the ca-
pitol, cordially welcoming his friends, mag-
nanimously forgiving his enemies. This
contrast of Coriolanus with Camillus proves
the profound reflection of the artist. "I am
‘indebted to him for one of the most delight-
ful hours I passed at Vienma; but cannot
forbear supposing that few stramgers are ea- -
ger after the same pleasure: for to my ex-
treme surprize, I wasa long time before 1
could find hishouse; and many:inhabitants.
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of Vienna of whom I inquired, were unable
to direct me to it.

I again visited the amiable prince de
Ligne, on whom the muses still continue
to smile, around whom the Graces still con-
tinue to sport, and who says as many good
and witty things in one hour as would sup-
ply our pocket-books for several years. I
likewise went to see my celebrated friend
Dr. Gall, who has made discoveries relative
to the brain which the brain of no man ever
suspected before; for which reason brainless
skulls have succeeded in obtaining a pro-
hibition of his lectures. The brain is here
a real stumbling-block, and stone of offence.

I have been again to see the honest
Ratschky, oune of our first-rate poets, on
whom rcsts the spirit of Museus, whe
also possesses the excellent heart of Mu-
seus ; nay, even whose figure often reminds
of that never to be forgotten writer. I am
almost tempted to carry the parallel still
farther. How many more master-pieces of
Museus’s genius should we possess, had
not the chilling breath of pedantry nipped

- 50 many blossoms in thebud! My valuable
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friend. Adamberger I had not the happiness
to meet again. The tenderness of her mind,
her profound sensibility, destroyed before
the time an organization inadequate to such
incessant mental exertions. Thalia has bu-
ried her younger sister, and will long lament
herloss. Alas! at her grave the poet for- -
gets the artist, to resign himself to grief
tor the friend. She was my friend, and
such she remained in every circumstance.
Neither offended’ vanity, nor the instiga~
tions of enemies, could ever interrupt that
friendship ; for her too tender body was
animated by a generous and energetic soul.
Her I could not see again. It was my in-
tention to drop.a-flower on. her grave ; but
the flower is converted into a tear !.

I have seen the bookseller Degen, and
the splendid works for which Vienna seems.
searcely to thank him. His maguificent edi-
tions of Uz, Zimmermann, &c. vie with
those of the opulent Britons; even the
costly bindings are in no respect inferior to
the English. This is the more worthy of
astonishment and of praise, as the English
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possess great advantages in two points of
view : for in the first place, they may calcu-
late much more securely on the patronage
of their nobles, who are fond of the arts;
and in the second, they may select at plea-
sure from among the master-pieces of their
native geniuses. Degen, on the contrary,
can’only printwhat is permitted by the cen-
sors; thatis, nothing at all. ‘He intended to
prosecute his plan by publishing a splendid
edition of Githe’s works ; but as he found he
should be obliged to mutilate it excessively,
he abandoned the design.

No pen can describe the abominable re-
straints of whieh- the censorship is made the
instrument. - {t must not- be- imagined that
all the censors are men of narrow minds:
onthe contrary, some of them are enlight-
ened and accomplished perions, but theis
bands are tied. Malicious bigotry is in-
cessantly on the watch ; and searches with
unremitting perseverance among the flow-
ers till it discovers, perbaps deep in the
earth, a soiled plant, which it imme-
diately denounces as a pernicious weed.
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1 forbear to mention circumstances which
would make the reader shudder ; and which
prove partly the stupidity, partly the
wretched mistrust, and partly nothing but
a debauched imagination on the part of
these spies. These wretches, the refuse of
mankind, know, however, where to lodge
their complaints; and woe to the censor
against whom the charge appears to be
founded ! a severe reprimand is the least
that he has to expect. An author residing
here is not even allowed to print his works
in a foreign country, if he has not first sub-
mitted them to the censorship of this city,
This is indeed the surest way of expelling
every writer of real merit; for who could
submit to such a senseless censorship? Jo-
hannes Miiller is already gone, and Wie-
beking is preparing to depart.  Genz stays.
Alas, poor Austria! All books that have
been permitted during the last twenty
years have recently been revised by the
censorship, and above two thouwsand of
these are now prohibited. Unfortunately
they have not done me the hoaour to pro-
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hibit much of my works. The emperor
alone can now grant permission to read for-
bidden books. It is natural to suppose
that nobody troubles him with such re-
quests. In a word, every thing has been
done that could be devised, to strengthen
and secure the empire of darkness.

The new archbishop is a pattern of piety..
By the prohibition of skating on. Sundays
he has rendered an important service to
religion.- In a°convent' of nuns, not other-
wise very rigid in their'regulations, he has
directed, that'ih' fituré no nun shall con-
verse with a pian,’ n()'t' even'her brother or
her father, butin’the] presence of four other
nuns. A lauddblé preuaﬁﬁon truly, though
it must bé cotifdssed’t6 throw a kind of dis-
grace on human ‘ndtdre ; but perliaps the
inhabitants of conVents ‘do not partake of
that nature, because they are al:eacT) more
nearly allied'to heéaven,”

Those in power appear to consider his-
tory in the same manner as the carters; &ec.

" do the warning-boards erected on the moui-
tains of Tj'ré)‘}';' ‘they 'deduce o othéer fh-
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‘struction from it, than. the necessity of

blocking the wheels: but they forget that
there the cause (namely, the steep moun-
tains) cannot be avoided ; here, on the con~
trary, it depends only on themselves to
render this blocking superfluous. It is not
a censorship, nor hunting after jacobins,
@or ignorance .and gross superstition, that
can ward off revolutions. In Prussia, for
example, you may read, write, print, say
whatever you please, and yet no, state in
‘Europe is more secure against a revolution;
the whole art of preventing it consists
simply in rendering the people happy A
happy people will neyer rehel even if mil-
lions of authors endeavour 10, exgcite them.
I challenge any person to shew,me a single
example in histery of a happy people re-

‘belling. When, therefore, as is at present

the case with a neighbouring foreign na-
tion, the monarch surrounds his throne
with all those monsters that are generated
by mistrust, he loudly proclaims to the

- world, aud to posterity, what his own dark
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feclings tell him: “ My people are not
happy !”

The imperial cabmet of natural curiosi-
ties has been considerably increased ; and
among other things by a camelopard, which
seems to me to be higher than that of Paris.
I have often heard the arrangement of this
cabinet condemned as a kind of childish
play, because it deviates from the ordinary
dry form; and a suitable decoration has
been adapted to every species of animals:
thus, for example, the poultry are running
about in a pretty little farm-yard; the
water-fowls are seen by the rushy sides of
streams ; the varieties of larks on ploughed
fields; wild quadrupeds in court-yards, or
among ruins, &ec. I have heard this
made the subject of ridicule; for the literati
are extremely fond of what is dry, and con-
sider nothing as learned but what likewise
possesses that qualification. To me, how-
ever, this arrangement appears perfectly
eonsistent ; for the cabinet is not intended
for men of learning, but for the pleasure of
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= monarch. enamoured of nature, and for .
the gratification of his people. Of this last
circumstance we should by no means lose
sight. Twice a week the cabinet is open to
every one, and on those days it is always
crowded with persons of every class. They
see behind the glass-cases n~t only the ani-
mals themselves, but the places where they
-usually reside, and in part their habits : the
manner, for example, in which birds build
their nests; there sticking them to a walk,
here suspending them to trees. They find
the name and native country of each ani-
mal inscribed in large letters, and it is thus
rendered an instructive amusement : where-
as, if the collection were arranged in the
ordinary manner, the people could merely
gaze at it; for though the present director
of the cabinet, Stiitz, is a very eivil and ob-
liging man, it would be impossible for him
to repeat the explanations to every fresh
<company that throngs to see it. It should
aot, however, be imagined, that the animals
are intermixed at pleasure or at random,
No: they are all arranged conformably ta
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the Linnean system, and are only exhibit-
ed on a wore pleasing back-ground than
an ordinary case affords: but any thing
pleasing is what the learned critics cannot
endure. - '

T have again seen with pleasure the me-
nagerie at Schonbrunn. Many of my old
four-footed acquaintance have indeed, since
my last visit, been gathered to their fathers
{among the rest a fine white bear) ; but the
simple ostrich is still alive: the buffalo,
whom age has rendered surly and blind of
.one eye, stil flashes lightning from the
other ; the two elephants still caress each
other with theirtrunks, and the male two
years since made as great a fool of himself
for love as a man does. Among the recent
arrivals is an amiable family of kangaroos,
which are inexpressibly comical and inter-
esting. A Cato could not forbear laugh-
ing were he to see these animals crawling
or leaping.- A female of the family was
pregnant, and very near her time. The
kangaroo, it is well known, carries her
youag in an open pouch at the lower part
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of her belly ; now when the mother raises
herself on her long hinder legs, and gazes at
strangers, the young one likewise pops his
greyhound’s head out of the bag, to see
what is going forward. The sight is per-
fectly unique.

I took a.walk to see once more the mag-
nificent hot-houses in which Joseph 1I.
entertained a company with coffee and su-
gar ofhis own cultivation. These are still
ynder the managementof the first gardenerin
Europe, the excellent Pose,and produce the
plantsand trees of every region of the globe.
Here you walk betwecn the sago, the palm,
the sugar-cane; there you meet with the
tea-shrub, yonder with the papyrus: ina
word, no remarkable plant is wanting ; and
the order, the clcanliness, and the pleasing
arrangement of the whole, leave nothing
to be desired.

I was likewise so fortunate as to see ag-am
the imperial pair, who present to their sub-
jects an example of domestic felicity, With
yeneration I approached the hero of Ger-
many, the archduke Charles, and with

VOL. 1V. b3
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love and respect I took my leave of him.
He is not merely the favourite of Bellona,
but likewise the friend of Minerva; and
were any one to converse with him Wwithout
knowing who he was, or being acquainted
with his achievements, he would sooner
imagine himself in the company of a phi-
losopher than of a warrior. This illu-
sion is favoured by his unaffected, affable
behaviour, which I am unwilling to deno-
minate condescension ; a word which, if it
apply to one party, generally supposesa
self-degradation on the other. I shall
never forget an hour which I was permitted
to spend in the company of a truly royal
youth, the archduke John. In him Aus-
tria possesses a source of the fairest, greatest
hopes : Germany yet knows but little of this.
excellent young man ; who will most as-
suredly be, at one time or other, the object
of her admiration, perhaps of her gratitude.
Already, in his present. confined sphere, he
is a brilliant luminary.* As chief of the ge-
neral staff, he travelled through the Veni--
ttan provinces, Tyrol, and the adjacent.
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countries, regions seldom traversed by a
prince. He suuck off from the high road
sometimes on foot, sometimeson hoxseback R
and did not fail to visit every spot wherehe
hoped to find some beauty of nature, or
some object remarkableé in a scientific point
of view. An able artist accompanied him :
he has collected a number of the most pic-
turesque views of Tyrol, with which the
public may hope to be presented in a Pic-
turesque Tour. Not merely the charms of
nature in Tyrol, but the history of the coun-
try and the observation of mankind, were
his object ;.and an objcct which he has-at-
tained. He likewise speaks with warmth.
of the brave Tyrolese, to whom he is cor-
dially attached.

In the vicinity of Verona he collected:
historical particulars relative to the myste-
rious villages called cette commune, which .
derive their origin from the Cimnbri, and.
where very ancient'German is spoken. The
archduke is of opinion that the inhabitants-
of these villages were trausplanted to that
country in the time of the emperor Frede-

x 2
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ric Barbarossa. He has collected a vocaba-
Jary of their languane, which must of
course be pecullarl) intcrésting to the phi-
lologlat ‘and the dntiquary :'this, together
‘with gl}e résult of His historicat researches,
he has translmtcd’ o }ohannes' Muller,
whom hc honours with the title df his friend.
We may thc-reforc mdulge @ hope to see
the obsen;mons ‘of §u¢.ﬁ an’ extramdmary
trave"er lllustrated by 4 Writér eqoally ex-

- traordmar) Besides'a ¥ezutiful® cabiriet
of thn: mmerals ‘ot Tyrolj tife arélrduke col-
lcqted Qun “his {Pdi"élt 'many joteresting
antnqum(.s. Amon’b thi‘vese;hie purchased
-ofa peasant i (it otk 6 Romeo and
Juhet at Teast th' ddeiet Tiseription may

- be a pfled wnﬁéﬁt vidlénee, 'tb ithat :ce-
' ]eprated palr ‘atld With! the niore justice; as
lhe stone was fo\md #¥ the' vault 'whera the
current popular Hradition places the grave
of the unﬁntunate IYvets: 'The castba which

. ,belonfred to Roiéo’s “family - still. exists :
. the arch duke went himself to sée it.  You
percelve ‘that it is'not ‘merely a desire of
knowledge, but that his heart is likewise in-
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terested in every thing that renders the ruins
'of past--ages remarkable. Though his re-
venues are at-present eatremely hmlted for
his rank, yet he, spares no e\pcnce to pro—
mote the scienges;-and well- mformed per-
sons have assured me dnt tw o-thlrds fof‘hw
income are annually devoted to, ‘this’ nobie
purpose. ~ With. these e)cell.ent quhfmes,
he is, like. all men of | real ment SO unas-
8 ming and. unaﬁ'ecled so cle'\r and so
mta]hgem, that all those{ who know him
have oily. to;, pray-; that | heaven would
preserve him from the pf)lSOﬂ of flattery.

A mind somcgpmp);shed a3 “his' has, how-
ever, but littlg, to, ,h;ar frqm that quarter.
Germany, which at present. knows tfle arch-
dake John - mewly,hqm,t.he; newspapers,

and by name, will perhaps be astonished
tohear me speak of him with such enthu-
siasm ; but Germany is not accustomed to
_meet with flattery in my works, and I may
demand the more credit in this instance as
ho kind of interest can sway my pen. It is
besides by mese accident that [ am the first

1.
.
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to sound his just praises.; in a few years my
voice will be re-echoed by thousands.

The statue of the emperor Joseph II.
which has been talked of so many years, is
now actually finished, and a shed erected in
front of the library leads me to suppose
that they are already at work on the pedes-
tal. Unfortunately neither this place nor
any other in Vienna is handsome enough
to deserve such an ornament. In the greag
market-place is the marriage of St. Joseph
with the immaculate Virgin, and the bon-
hommie with which he holds his lily is exem.
plary. Insevcral other public places there
are tastcless monuments of a similar descrip-
tion, which are a dreadful eye-sore to stran-
gers ; and as it would be'a mortal sin at Vi
enna to remove such as Saint Joseph, the
great Joseph is obliged to be contented
with the little square before the library.

But why are they determined that Vieana
shall not be one of the finest cities in Eu+
rope? For that purpose a single word would
he necessary ; a word which would not
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cost the emperor a farthing, but would be

productive of millions: I mean the demo-

lition of the fortifications. The advan-

tages are obvious. Vienna with its suburbs

would form a new and noble city; the sale.

of the ground for building on would en-

rich the.imperial treasury ; the general com-

plaint of the exorbitant price of lodgings

would cease, for in twenty years. (or per-

haps less) the whole glacis would be cover-

ed with houses; the .air of the city would

be rendered more pure aud more healthy ;

the horrible dust from the glacis would no
longer destroy the lungs of the inhabitants :
in a .word, Vieuna would. be. an infinite .
gainer in point of beauty; cheerfulness, and
salubrity. The: rent.-of houses would be
reduced to the inhabitants; and nevesthe-
less it would be an admirable financial spe-
culation for the court, which would be
hailed with universal applause.

. The advantages, I repeat it, are obvious ;,
but what are the disadvantages? it will be
asked. I must acknowledge myself too.
short-sighted to discover any. Can auy one
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vretend that Vienna is capable of making a
lefence against anenemy ? The suburbs are
of far greater value than the city; and .were
it even resolved to make such a predigious
sacrifice as to bum _ordemolish the suburbs,
what would such a step avail ?. ‘The rubbish
could not be removed, those innumerable
‘masses of stone which would afford the
enemy the securest sheher he. conld wish
for. The capnal ot Augtna must, like every
other European metropohs, be defended by
its armies, Par;s, London! Petersburg, Bes-
lin, &ec. are not fbruﬁq,d and. yet they:are
not the less secu{e }F:gm the Tusks Vi-
enna has’ now nothmg to, fear angd when
the Frencb appro:u' hed, the government
made the tagu cdr# essfoq that the fortifi-
cations of Vlenna were incapable. of de-
fence ; for, notwnhsmndmg the., tremen-
dous corps of volanteers that ¢ame forward,
a peace was mstantly concluded. A cou-
ple of cnadels in the nenghbom’mg hills
would be a sufficient protetion against a
coup de main. What then gre the obstacles
that oppose the execution bf such an easy,
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and in every respect advantageous,plan?
Perhaps some of the palaces of the nobility
would lose their ‘prospects. I wish that
somne military Austrian writer would make
both-the nativés and torelgners acquainted
with the- 1m‘pottant reasons ,which, must
exist, though tliey are burled ig profound
‘obswnty S ¢ _

F have 'likewise been again to see t.he
theatres; wliichi afé pretty mud} what they
were: Leivhe'r s dramas, \\hlch were, once
in fashion, have been suppianted by: those
of. Weissenthtirt, wnTI wluch the public
are abmxdantly §upp.l|€& Collm, wha
waiits no’ othier’ réjuisite 'to ‘xe 3. dxappatlc
poet than ih acc}umntance with the drama,
occasnonally ‘enteftdins his flel]ow-c.t ze.s,
with poetic bombast ; whxch though they,
do not ‘understand” it, they 1mmedzate|y
applaud: ‘Foreigr productnons are either
prohlbned altogether,‘or mu.tllated by the
censors in'such a manner’ as ‘to have qlm.e
the air of native penformances. ; e

The ballets of Vienna ure su‘perlox; to
those of most towns in Italy, Rome noi exe
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cepted. Many jokes are, indeed, passed
aupon them at Vienna, but without reason ;
and baron Braun would not be denied the
thanks he deserves, were critics only to
‘take the trouble to compare the ballets of
Rome, Bologna, Verona, &ec. with those of
Vienna. Madame del Caro, it is true, is
no Cassentini ; but it is not every day that
the Graces give themselves the trouble to
produce a Cassentini.

At the German Theatre the Souffleur still
continues to draw crowded audiences.
Madame Roose still maintains the same in-
timate connectiott' with truth and senti-
ment ; mademoiselle Eigensatz enchants
by her beauty, and often too by her acting ;
and madame Weissenthurm retains the sin-
gular privilege of charming, nobody cam
tell why. :

In other respects I found among the na-
tives of Vienna, first, the same sincerity, af-
feetion, and hospitality, the same. sensibility
for all that is good, and the same levity of
disposition, as when T left them six years

ago. They complain bitterly of the high
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price of every thing, but never miss a mas
querade: they are lavish of abuse of the
theatres, but go to them every day : they
are of opinion that every thing might be
better, but still they are satisfied with every
thing. Specie of every kind has entirely
disappeared ; but still Vienna may boast
one good thing, namely, the emperor of the
Romans. : :

JOURNEY THROUGH PRAGUE AND DRES-
- DEN TO BERLIN.

I suaLL say nothing of the bridge of the
Danube, which is every year carried away
by the ice, and nevertheless is not built in a
more solid manner, because, as it is assert-
ed, the repairs would cost fifty thousand
florins per annum. I shall say nothing of
Prague, or of St. John of Nepomuck,
whose bones still repose in a-silver coffin,
because the French did not penetrate to
Prague : where, among innumerable relics,
2 Prussian cannon-ball discharged during
the seven years’ war is sti]l preserved ; and
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uhcre there is an opqa b‘i\ﬁ'a, whieh no-

body gues to sec ; but whieh must be main-
tained from a pomt of honour, should exen

the (xcnma.n the.me be utterlv ruined,

On luxvmg ngue, the travener soon be-
gms to perceive that he is approachmg the
twnm,rs of t}be elpotor of Saxony s domi-
wions, by the badne;s of the roads, and the
rudepess of the postnlxons. It is indced a

_disgrace to ‘luxon}, thut you inay travel

fr.m ).ap]es to ‘lophtz, a_distance of more
thaa fourtceu hundrul wiles, through

. " the statt,s of \mnou§ sovcwwns, on roud
. roa(l-., and t,hat hcre e\f:ny convenience

- should cease' Lele, in a country whose

wise sov exewn has (.ollected not for hlmself

" “but for the w dfare ot lns sub_;ecta, treasures
the thousnndth p.art o. whnch would proba-

bly be suﬂicxcnt to \mpa.rt to’ Saxony’ the

- mestnmnble benefit of ‘good ‘high rodds ;

here, whene stones abound, and whevré ‘of
counse 1t 1s not necessar 'y to have them car-
ned (as in some parts of Italy) in panniers
by asses ; hexe, where there ave hands suf-
ficient, if the vovemment i$ not above em-
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ploying. its legions, like the ancient Ro-
mans, in useful labours even in times of
peace. é,SaXan 'w‘}l}o'déa_ljly:]ovqs his coun-
try, lately said with great ‘good humour :
<< If I have been f)n}lf on'a Jjourney, éqq on
my return happen_ tosfu.k fast with ‘my
horse in the mug, 'r't;'gli'yés’ h;e';ibt%igi'"eate'st
pleasure, because then tkn’p’w that . am in
_my dear native country’ df_zaili’.i" o
~ "Whena tf'z}\l{ei'léé“‘s'lixi\“éyg"t}gé truly Orien-
tal but SIlsf?l'€“$§:' ‘tréil's;u'xjes! i 'i}ic?‘ greén palace
at Dresden, he cannot ddppress ‘the thaaghts
<« Oh s that there were two.of thrée diainonds
less, "and more’ good” toads{¥ The same
AN I T YD BN A DTS TS
_ideais 1r|je§nlsn§ly‘m1pr¢sseé on the mind of
. the spranger )gleg;i'l he : éﬁ;e‘r‘s"‘il’)é wretched
“and only tliejtre 'in the Spxen’ metropolis;
_ which yies with, that of any strolling com-
. !papkii’q”s‘ma}jlpe'ss _gm!i’ darkoess, and is yet
" frequented by the whole court. I this in~
. stanqé{i "tég the’ szic;‘iﬁqé .b_f a single dia-
., mond would be sufficient to provide a hand-
some city like Dresden with this indispen-
sable ornament.  Of what use is this prodi-
gious . magazine .of precious stones? Of
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npone in the world, but to excite the asto-
nishment of a few curious strangers. - It-is
just as if a private person were to hoard -up
loads - of. silver-plate, that he may treat his
gucsts with potatoes. Should- Saxony ever
have the misfortone to be overrun by a
rapacious enemy, how quickly would these
treasures be swallowed up by the consum-
ing vortex of a foreign capital ! Were they,
en the contrary, converted into roads and
buildings, the country could not be depriv-
ed of this solid wealth. The case would be
different if the elector were foud of splen-
dour, or took delight in‘heaping up multi-
tudes of diamonds.” But he is the very re-
verse; a prince of an excellent disposition,
and a lover of simplicity. Why, alas ! are
there in the world so many things that are

not only useless in themselves, but prove:

hindrances to further improvements;, and
arc retained only because they have existed
from time immemorial? The electors of
Saxony wete always very pious princes, and
consequently were happy after death; but
should any future elector ever happen to be

P
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eonsigned to punishment after his decease,.
he certainly could not be subjected to any
more severe than to be driven day and
night by Saxon postilions on the roads of’
his own dominions.

Of the noble gallery of paintings at
Dresden, I shall say nothing. Who is.
~ there that is not aequainted with it? To
the traveller who has just left Italy, it is
an object well worth secing: nay, it possess=
es considerable advantages over every Ita-
lian collection (that of Lucien Bonaparte
excepted); because it is more select, becdu§e
the pieces are in much better preservation,
and because the place in which they are kept
is much more handsome, cheerful, and in--
viling.

In the armoury, as it is called, the stran--
ger may pass an hour very agreeably, were
it only in contemplating the pistols carried.
by Charles XII. when he was shot, or the:
armour of the great Gustavus Adolphus, or.
the ancient dresses worn by princes and
princesses several centaries ago. -

The celebrated porcelain-manufactory
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still maintains its superiority in what is
termed biscuit. The figures are copied in
the most accurate manner from antiques.
In the colouring, however, it is far sur-
passed by the manufacture of Vienna. The
forms of its productions are likewise defi-
cient in taste.

At Meissen I found the Elbe much over-
flowed : it had even inundated part of the
town. This often bappens here ; but the
water seldom rises so high asin 1799, when
it entirely covered the houses situated on
the banks of the river. Such a flood was
never before known at Miessen: the highest
and most ancient inundation, of which
traces are still shewn, occurred in 1501;
but the water did not rise by far to such a
tremendous height. The inhabitants, ren-
dered secure by the experience of centuries,
did not abandon their houses : but only re-
moved from one story to another, as the
waters gradually rose; till they were at
length obliged to creep out upon the roofs,
where some hundreds of persons sat bewail-
ing their situation. The waves already
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touched their feet, the waters ros¢ higher:
every moment, and death appeared in-
evitable. Their fellow-citizens from the
banks beheld their situation with inac=
tive compassion. An old man, the pro-
prietor of several vessels that navigate
the Elbe, ordered his men to cross over
with a large boat to the relief of the poor
wretches who were imploring assistance.
The men refused; they represented the
risk with which such a step would be ate
tended: and he was unable to compel
them. For fifteen years he had not beerr
on the water ; during that period he had
" not handled the helm: but without hesi-
tating a moment, the brave man jumped
into the boat, and called to his two sons to:
follow him. Even his sons refused to obey.
*“ What !” he indignantly exclaimed ; ¢ if
I can venture my life, surely you may join,
me!” They were at length obliged to
follow. The intrepid Schmidt pushed off:
the shore; and after a successful combat-
with the impetuous billows, he brought
away as many persons as his boat could con-
VOL. 1V. Y



hie) LEIPZIG.

tain. His men, partly shamed and partly
animated by his generous example, entered
the boat: with this increase of strength
they repeated the experiment; five times
the daring enterprise was attempted, and
five times successfully achieved, till all the
drowning wretches rejoiced on the opposite
" shore in the preservation of their lives.
.This man’s name is Schmidt : no newspapet
. of the day mentioned him, no civic crown
encircled his brow. But I should not omit
- to ‘mention that the elector offered him a
reward for hjs mtrepxdlty, but Schmidt re-
fused it. The brave Schmidt is still living.
1 enquired_for, and s‘nonjd have been glad
to see him; but he happened to be at Dres-
den, and I have not seen the face which [
represent to myself as surrounded with
glory by the preservation of some bundreds
of fellow-citizens. ’

At Leipzig I was indebted to the justly
«celebrated Plattner for a very agreeable hout
which I passed at his lecture on morality.
You seldom hear a discourse so beautiful,
8o concise, and yet so conspicuous. Mora-
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lity is in general cousidered as alady to
whom it behoves every one to listen with
_respect, but who is charged with being te-
dious and uninteresting. To free herse1f
from this character, she could not do better
than to appoint Plattnér her chamberlain :
if introduced by him, she will certainly be
- welcome in the most elegant circles. This
‘.phllosopher possesses a profound knowledge
. of mankind : arpong ‘the rest, the' pictare ‘of
.a purse-ploud merchant was dtawn frdm
nature with 1he hand of a master, and was
.ammated mth i a, i ‘hf{é. Plattner is 'no
-vilonge( gmmatﬁlr!1 rq yeals, though his mihd
_still possesses. s the ene g:es of youth' * May
. be lopg | b¢ spaxedqto the umvetsnty l—why
should, T not say to 'the German nation ?
.for mdeed he contrlbutes more in'6ne hour
to promote the practlcal phxlosophy of life,
.. than Fiehte or Schellingin ten ora hundred -
f‘,'years. Plattner spoke, as I have already
.observed on pnde, and reckoned up the
. different kmds ot it thh ‘much ingenu-
,+ity.  One specxes{ lrlo'wever, he forgot to-
mention: naely, the ‘wretched pride of
Y2

v
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modern philosophers; which, when it dege-
nerates into such contemptible, ridiculous
arrogance, is properly nothing but a carica-
ture of pride.

With a joyful heart I approached Berlin:
with rapture I again beheld the steeples of
the capital of a country which, it is true,
produces no oranges ; but where the tongue
is allowed to speak, the brain to think,—
where every word is not perverted by a spy,
and every idea by a censor; where confi-
dence on the part of government goes hand
inhand with genuine illumination ; where no
citizen is subject to the caprice of any man,
bat only to wise laws, by which he is ren-
dered equal to the prince—the only rational
equality! Here I hang up my pilgrim’s
staff as a votive offering in the temple of
the muses, which is not disturbed by its vi-
cinity to that of Bellona. Let every peace-
ful mind devoted to the sciences repair hi-
ther ; as the navigator doubling Cape Horn
strives to reach the Pacific ocean, whose
surface is never ruffled by the tempest.
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CONCLUSION.

To have seen Italy is very agreeable; to
sce it is much less so. Now if I were to
draw a parallel between Italy and Russia,
and it should be to the advantage of the
latter, I should be charged with advan-
cing a paradox; but I have reasons, and in
my opinion good ones. The climate in
Italy is delightful and mild, but extremely
variable. Not a day, scarcely an hour of
the day, can you trust to the weather. Hence
arises a great injury to health : but a greater
still issues from the numerous marshes,
which almost the whole year through im-
pregnate the air with noxious exhalations;
and from the lakes and streams, which you
may smell at the distance of several miles.
The rich are obliged in summer to repair to
the mountains for refuge against the air of
the plains, but the poor are under the ne-
cessity of remaining to perish. The annual
excess of mortality excites horror. Where
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the poisonous exhalations of the marshes
and lakes are not sufficiently powerful, thefe
‘the inhabitants assist them with their filth.
With this abominable dispesition to live
amid dirt, like dung-beetles, it is wonder-
ful ‘that -the plague:has. not visited: Fly
“for such a number of -years. -On the othes
hand, 1 am not estonished that the yellow
fever should have:eréctod its:throne tl!ere
‘but am-rather sdrprised. thatit did not"ori- -
ginate in:thig cotntryaarsy 50 -
In Russia; onheocoatrary, the chmate i3
‘rude, but’ cememntigqehest are -likewise
swamps it vhao:extensivie! region; | but the
heat of the san' dnot!suchiss o extract poi-
- sons'from them.¥oumay walk on- the
- banks of all the rivérs anid dakes without be-
ing' obhged ' apply iyotr handkerchief to
- your ‘nose. ' -No 'seasvniof she yenr ®-injh-
rious to bealth:: ‘the puer: ds Well'sas the
- tich 'inay attain to's good oid agepwithout
" tarning ‘their backs 'for months together on
-' theit hutg. The dry: celd:itsalubsiounsc: the
number of those who enter into life every
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year exceeds that of those who depart out
of it. Cleanliness pervades the cities and
the houses: in the cottage of a Finland
peasant you find less filth than in the pa-
lace of the prime:minister.of Naples.
The winter is very mild in Italy ¢ and yet
{Naples excepted) more uncomfortable than
in Russia; for with smoky chimaeys, stone
-floors, open doors, and brokea windows,
how is it possible .to.resist even-the least
cold>—In Russia, . en  the .contrary, the
very halls are warmed ; stoyes ‘and deuble
. windows maintain. an eqeal agreeable tem-
perature in the apartmemts: you: are not
frozen behind while.yon.are roasted before ;
nor are you continuallyrubbing your hands,
while your breath. isgues .in visible cloyds
from your mouths. - The summer in Italy
is intolerably hot ; all the powers are. re-
laxed, and you know not what to do with
yourself. In Russia you:enjoy-the summer ;
and indeed both day and night, for the fine
- serene nights convey exquisite delight. The
spring and autumn are;mere pleasant’ in
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Italy ; the summer and winter in Russia.—
Italy produces wine and fruits; Russia pur-
chases them. I never tasted so sweet an
orange at Naples as at Petersburg. Most.
of the wines of Italy are unpalatable to fo-
reigners: that of Florence and lacryme
Christi are the only good table wines ; they
are seldom to be had genuine, and amidst
millions of vines you often languish -for
want of a glass aof their produce. In Russia
you may always procure good wine ; streamns
of the grateful beverage flow thither from
all the wine countries. Even the first ne-
cessaries of life, mcat, bread, milk, are in-
comparably better and cheaper there.than
in Italy.

But the famous antiquities and the trea-
sures of art which Italy possesses! The value .
of these I am not inclined to dispute, but
they contiibute nothing to the happiness of
life. You see them twice, thrice, a dozen
times; you have séen enough of them, and -
af length you pass .the Coliscum at Rome -
vith the same indifference. 38 the .masble-
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palace at Petersburg. And when I turn’
from the lifeless and quickly exhausted
charms of Italy to the living advantages
and superiority of Russia,—heavens, how
is the former thrown into the shade! The
sovereign—but I shall not draw a com-
parison between Ferdinand 1V, or the pope,
or even the vice-president Melzi, and Alex-
ander I. Italy is still more agitated than
the turbulent billows that surround its
shores : Russia flourishes in peace. Hatred
and mistrust still sneak in obscurity over
the flowery plains of Italy: in Russia, the
subject gives love, the monarch confidence,
and both are strangers to fear. In Italy
the stranger is obliged to purchase of a
beggar every step he takes among the-
beauties of nature; and while he stands to
contemplate some delightful scene, a crip-
ple suddenly extends a mutilated hand be-
fore his eyes: the countenances of ban-
ditti every where surround him, and narra-
tives of murders thrill him with horror.
In Russia he wanders securely at midnight
VOL. IV. z
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through thick forests: instead of the dis~
mal whiue of the beggar, he hears only the
cheerful songs of industrious labourers, and |
honest faces every where smile upon him.
Italy swarms with indolent priests, in cowls
of every colour : in Russia you are spared
this disgusting spectacle. Superstition in-
deed prevails there, and in what country is
it not found? But the goveroment does
not rule by superstition, as in Italy; nor
make a graceless mockery of reason, nor
degrade man below the brute creation. The
grossest ignorance has enshrouded Italy in
her sable mantle: the only science with
which people of rank are acquainted, is
cards ; they read only directions for playing’
at faro, they write only with chalk an the
gaming-table. In Russia, a glorious morning
for the arts and sciences has dawned.—This
comparison might be continued ad infni-
fum, but. I will content myself with one
more trait. [taly sighs and murmurs be-
neath the yoke of a foreign and often over-
bearing nation ; Russia breathes freely and
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with ease, under the mild sceptre of the
grandson of the great Catharine.

Enough! To the praise of ingenuity, my
parallel prefers no claim ; but I pledge my-
self for its truth, Waill any one now won-
der that I quitted Italy without reluctance
that I never wish to see it again; and that ]
would not for millions pass my life jn
that country ?

THE END,

ERRATUM.
¥o]. I1. page 131, line 10, for description read ipscription.

T. Gillet, Printer, Sali;bury-squar'y.
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