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PREFACE.

‘WitH the progressive diminution of regal |
power, from the extinction of the House of Tudor
to the present day, the interest of History has
suffered also a gradual decline. For the grand
and bold measuves of indefinitely limited Mo~
narchy, with which the histonan was wont to asto-
nish antd dagzle his readers, have been substituted
a thousand forms of intrigue and carruption,
which, could he develope them from the secresy
~ which: shrouds them, would be totally useless to
him; while ﬂeclaratims of war,. treaties of peace,
commercial regulations, gazettes, and parliamens
tary declamations, unhappily remain to furnish
him with inexhaustible themes for the dullest dis-
quisition. For the consolation: however of. him,
and of his readers, one legitimate and. mest inte-
resting source of historical intelligence yet. occa-
sionally'.bpens its stores. to him, in the memairs of
those who have been actors on the great scane of
state; who, bold in the security of their own ctiss
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v PREFACE.

tody, or in the certainty of being removed by the

hand of nature far from the anger of friends, or

the malice of enemies, before their narratives can

reach either, record without reserve all that they
have seen, and heard, and felt, in the progress of

their performance.

Among the many excellent documents of this
nature already extant, the Memoirs of Sir John
Reresby have been long distinguished, and highly
valued, by the few who study English History with
Just historical taste and judgment. To that nu-
merous class, however, of readers who prefer
amusement to information, or centent themselves
with possessing their memories of facts, without
exercising their minds in reflection, they are al-
. most wholly unknown; and it is strange that this
should be the case, for they are not less enter-
taining than instructive, and discourse of the
gravest matters with the ease and lightness of table
conversation. They were first printed in 1734, in
a small volume, which has of late years become
very scarce, and the Editor of the present work,
who had long wished to re-publish them, deter-
mined to .take that step on receiving from the

I
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PREFACE. v

liberal hand of Chrstopher Hodges, Esq. of
~ Bramdean, m Hants, a present of the Travels of
Sir John Reresby, in a fair manuscript of the
time of the Author, and very probably written by
his own hand, which Mr. Hodges purchased .out
of the Library of Mr. Topham Beauclerk. The
Editor, having now prefixed those Travels to the
Memoirs, offers to the public a volume which may
not improperly be called the Works of Sir John
Reresby, as it includes all that he is known
to have written; and .has‘,illu,strafted the whale
with a- great number of portraits, and other en-
gravings, which, while they will -considerably
enbance the value of the work in the estimation
of the collector of prin'ts, cannot, at all events:,

render it less acceptable toany class of readers.

The Travels will be found to contain, in a jour-
nal of the most usual European tour, much infor-
mation as to facts, and many observations and
reflections, perfectly original, and delivered in a
~ style, the easy carelessness of which never for a
moment disguises the goad sense, the education,
the ‘activity and accuracy of enquiry, or the po-
liteness of the Author: perhéps as an example of

b .
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all these.together,' we may fairly select from a
great variety of striking passages an admirable
character of the French people, at page 44, given.
in twelve lines by this young man, for he set out
on his tour in the nineteenth year of his-age, and
returned before he had reached the twenty-third.

The Memoirs, in which we discover the same
dispositions and qualiﬁcatiohs, matured by years
and experience, are peculiarly recommended by
an air of sincerity, and by an appurent fidelity of
relation, very rarely to be met with in political
writings, and exhibit a multiplicity of minute his-
torical facts W'llich are no where else to be found:
Reresby moved rather in the character of a cour-
tier than of a statesman, and seems to have gained
the intelligence which he has so usefully and
agreeably communicated to us, by frequent glances
behind that curtain which was never intended to.
be withdrawn to him; but his acuteness of obser-
vation amply supplied the deficiency. There
1s something in the air of these Memoirs that con=
tinually reminds us of Lord Melcombe’s Diary;
but Reresby was an honest man. His political
morals, if we may venture to coin a phrase which,
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in our day, may seem to imply almost a contra-
diction in terms, appear to have been as pure as
- his talents were lively. In these Memoirs, which,
by a rare peculiarity, bear so many internal marks
of having been intended solely for the privacy
of the closet, we do not meet with those instances
of meanness and duplicity, those petty treache-
ries, which men feel a secret satisfaction in con-
fessing, as it were, to themselves, however desir-
ous they may be to conceal them, which, by the
way, they‘never wholly can, from the readers of
their posthumous relations. His loyalty, nay,
. his .personal attachment, to the two princes
whom he served, dispositions which, even so lately
as in his time, were still esteemed highly merito-

rious, never forsook him ; hence, in our’s, he has

the reputation of a Tory writer, when he was in
fact, as these Memoirs prove, a non-resisting
Whig ; a character by no means inconsistent with
the true principles of whiggism, however rare it
may be in modern practice. His affection to
Charles the Second, and his brother, naturally
led to a kind of intimacy with them, which they
denied to many of their courtiers, and to almost
all their ministers ; and thus he has been enabled
b 2 '
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to afford us, which he often does unintentionally,
clearer grounds of a just judgment of the cha-
racter of the former monarch than we before
posséssed: the most favourable instance, how-
ever, which we can draw from those traits is, that
~ Charles’s faults, not only as a man, but as a king,
were the consequences of an unfeeling, selfish,
and indolent temper, and never of deliberate
wickedness, The unbappy James had no cha-

racter.

It may not be improper to add to the many
circumstances of his life which he himself has
recited in his Travels and Memoirs, such further

particulars as we have been able to obtain of Sir
John Reresby, and his family.

He was born in 16385, the eldest son of Sir
George Reresby, of Thribergh, in the West
Riding of York (who had been created a baronet
by King Chrles the First) by Frances, daughter of
Edmund Yarborough, Esq. of Balne Hall, near
Snaithe, in the same county. His family was set-
tled in Yorkshire -before the Conquest; and the
lordship of Thribergh, with other considerable
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estates, had descended lineally to him from the
reign of Edward the Third. He was introduced
at the court of Charles the Second through the
favour of the Queen Mothe'r, Henrietta- Maria,
of whose partiality to him when on a visit to
Paris a little before the Restoration, he speaks in
his Memoirs with much pleasure, and the perso-
nal regard which he immediately ‘manifested to-
wards the royal family naturally enough chal-
lenged that kindness and encouragement, which
were continued to him through life. His good
sense, however, his politeness, and the strict-

ness of his integrity, merited higher distinctions

than he at any time received ; but perhaps his

best recommendation to Charles’s favour, was his
moderation in making requests; a forbearance

most pleasing to that prince’s disposition.

In 1665 he married Frances, eldest of the two
daughters of William Browne, of the city of York,
by Frances, daughter of Sir Henry Frankland, of

Aldwark, in that county, of which, in the fol-

lowing year, he was appointed High Shenff.
He soon after obtained the government of Scar-
borough, and in 1683 that of the city of York, an
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office which had been so long held by the Lord
Mayor for the time, that his possession of it was
now considered in the nature of a right. The
exertion of this act of regal power, which brought
the king and- the court into great distaste in that
city, seems not at all to have impaired Reresby’s
general popularity there, so highly had he endeared
himself to all ranks of people. He represented the
town of Aldberough in Charles the Second’s long
parliament, and was returned for the city of York

to that which met on the accession of James,

- whose short-lived reign he barely survived, for

he died, as appears by the inscription on his mo-
nument in the chancel of the parish church of
Thribergh, on the 12th of May, 1689, certainly
very suddenly, since in the last page of this vo-
lame, he mentions circumstances which, by his
own account, occurred after the 22d of the pre-
ceding month. '

- We find also from his epitaph, that he had
issue by Frances his wife, who died on the 11th
of May, 1699, five sons and four daughters. Of
‘these, Wilhé.m, the eldest, succeeded to his fa-
ther’s title andrestate, and ruined his whole family
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by the most profligate extravagance. ¢ It is
noted by a grave minister,” says Thoresby, in his
History of Leéeds, ¢ whose MS. I hafle seen, of
a certain Buronet in this West Riding, Sir William
R. of T., who had an estate of 1700l per ann.
and 4000!. io monies, left him by his father, but
spent it all upon whores, that he has not one
hundred a year left. The author,” continues Tho-
resby, ¢ may the rather be credited, because he |
gives his father, Sir John R., the character of a
learned and wise man, and useful justice. This I
am sure of, that the ancient seat of the family has
now been some years jn poésession of John Savile,
of Medley, Esq. who bought it anno 1705.” We
have met with also a manuscript of Yorkshiré fa-
mily history, which says, ¢ Sir William Reresby,
having contracted much debt by excessive whor-
ing and dninking, being about the age of 'forty
years, and a bachelor, sold his whole estate to
John Savile, of Methley, Esq. in 1705. He had
left him by his father 1700/ per ann. and 40001,
in' money, yet died in extreme want, being at the
time of his leath a tapster in the Fleet prison.”

Of Tamworth, the second surviving son of Sir
John, sll that we know is, that jn 1721 he pub-
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lished a volume in quarto, entitled, “ A Miscel-
Jany of Ingenious Thoughts and Reflections, in
verse and prose, with some useful Remarks; to
which are added, for the sake of variety and en-
tertainment, Characters, Pleasant Narratives, Mo-
ral Observations, and Essays ;” a strange farrago,
collected at random from a multitude of writers ;
and his own observations are either wholly unintel-
ligible, or to'the last degree absurd. He too was
doubtless much distressed, for he concludes his
dedication, “ to the Right Honourable the Lords,
Ladies, and Gentlemen, his subscribers,” by say-
ing that they have ¢ generously contributed to
the quieting a mind distracted with a thousand
anxieties.” Indeed the whole of his book bears

evident marks of a disordered imagination.

Whether Tamworth succeeded to ‘the forlorn
title of Baronet we know not: if so, he vmust have
died without male issue ; for we find a monument
in Thribergh church to the memory of ¢ Sir Leo-
nard Reresby, Bart., youngest son of Sir John
Reresby, Bart. Governor of York in the year
1688.” Tt states him to have died on the 16th of
August, 1748, aged 69, and in. him the male line
of his most ancient family became wholly extinct.



TRAVELS
SIR JOHN RERESBY,
4c. &ci

I teer England in that unhappy time w_hexi"honesty
was reputed'a crime, religion superstition, loyalty
treason; when subjects were governors, servants
masters, and no gentleman assured of any thing be
possessed ; the least jealousy of disaffection to the
late erected commonwealth being offence sufficient
to endanger. the forfeiture of his estate, the only
laws in force being those of the sword.

. This posture of affairs so changed the face of
home, that to live there appeared worse than ba-
nishment ; which caused most of eur youth (espe-
cially such whose families had adhered to the late
king) to travel; amongst others myself. I em-
barked at Rye, April the 25th, 1654, with one
Mr. Leach (an expelled fellow of Maudlin College
for his loyalty), whom I took.with me; from
whence we arrived safe at Dieppe, in Normandy,
in four and tweixty hours, though boarded by the
way by an Ostender, who, finding nothing aboard of
contraband, gave us leave to pursue our journey
without injury. The next day we came to Rouen,

B

W

B U Y



2 TRAVELS OF

the first city of thatprovince, and second in France,
both for wealth and beauty, though Lyons dis-
putes the pre-eminence with it unjustly. It stands
low, theriver Seine passing through it, bearing thus
far vessels of one hundred and fifty tons. Formerly
it had over it a fair stone bridge, till being broken
by the English in the wars with France, it hath
sinee been supplied with one (scarce elsewhere seen )
of flat boats chained together, there experienced
both convenient and lasting, for its rising and fall-
ing with the tide.

The greatest church was built by the English,
and dedicated to our Lady. In it, on the right
hand of the high altar, lies buried Jobn Duke of
Bedford, regent of France in the time of Henry
the Sixth, under a mean monument for so great a
prince ; which, when Lewis the Eleventh of France
was advised to deface, he worthily replied, that he
would not disquiet the person, whendead, whom all
France could not repel whilst he lived. In this
steeple hangs the greatest bell in all France, betwixt
ten and eleven yards in circuit. To this town be-
longs a court of parliament, established by Lewis
the Twelfth, in the year 1501, which sounds no
more in France than a court of judicature, like our
Westminster Hall, for the hearing and determining
of all causes, whether civil or criminal, within its
own limits, But of this I shall forbear to speak
further till I come to that of Paris, because of first
institution and greatest privilege.

That which we call a parliament in England, was,
when in use amongst the French, called an assembly
of the three estates, or Conventus Ordinum ; which
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are, first, the clergy; secondly, the nobility and
gentry ; thirdly, the plebeians, or tiers état. These
convoked, had a great authority; peace or war
could not be made without their consent; and in
some cases they disposed of the crown itself (as ap-
pears by their electing Pepin and Hugnes Capet to
the sovereignty, and their deposing Childeric) in
ease of a king’s incapacity to govern, either by some
natural defect, or absence. They have appointed
regents, as Charles the First, whilst he was dauphin,
his father King John being then prisoner in Eng-
land. This was he that was taken by Edward the
‘Black Prince at the battle of Poictiers, 1350, and
sent over to Edward the Third,  his father, into
England, to besr company with the King of Scots,
at the same time prisoner in the Tower.

But because of thesé three estates, or members,
consisteth the whole body of that netion ( whereof
the king is the head ) give me leave 1o describe them
more partieularly: asto the first, scilicet, the clergy,
hath many privileges ; they pay no subsidies, more
than a tenth to the king, which they only term and
allow as a charitable contribution; their prelates
(whether archbishops or bishops) claim being of
the king’s privy council, and of the council of state,
. shough it is said they have no right of sessiop in
- either, except particularly called to it by the king.

Their yearly revenue is computed worlh three
hundred and twenty millions of livres, of pounds
sterling twenty-four millions. The number of bi-
shoprics are one hundred and eleven, of archbi-
- shoprics fifteen. The king hath power to nominate
such as are elected into them, to whem (when

B2



4 TRAVELS OF

allowed by the pope) they swear fealty, laying
‘their hands upon their breasts, as the laymen swear
‘'with them joined.

The second estate, which is the nobility or gen-
try (for in France they make no distinction) enjoys
many immunities and exemptions; they pay no
taxes or impost whatever. They are petty prinees
‘within the limits of their own seigniories or lord-
ships, not only disposing of the estates and persons

' of their tenants at their wills, but sometimes of
their lives ; many, by virtue of their tenures, having
haute et basse justice, or power to hang, draw,
and quarter, within themselves. They of this es-
‘tate are, first, the princes of the blood; secondly,
the dukes and peers; thirdly, the officers of the
crown (of which more hereafter); fourthly, les
chevaliers des ordres du roy, or knights of the
‘order ; of which (though there have been formerly
several ) the only one that remains in reputation is
that of the Holy Ghost, which is never conferred
‘'upon any without they receive first the order of
Saint Michael.

That of the Holy Ghost was instituted by Henry
the Third, in the year 1579, and stinted to the num-
ber of thirty-six knights ; but now they are increased
to a far greater, Lewis the Thirteenth making no
fewer than fifty at one time. Fifthly, the governors
of provinces and towns, which signify in effect
what the dukes and earls once did; every province
being formerly commanded by a duke and twelve
counts’or earls, who were subject to the duke, as
now the governors of garrisons and towers are to
the governors of the province. Above all these
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there was (according to the old institution) a chief
duke, or Duke of France; who was also termed
major of the palace: so eminent a place, that
Hugnes Capet, the last of them, stepped out of it
into the throne. , .

These governments seem of late to have been here-:
ditary, many leaving them to their children, others
refusing to resign them into the king’s hands (till
compelled to it) if not upon a valuable considera-
tion. Sixthly, la petite noblesse, or the lesser sort of

gentry,

The last, or third estate, are the commons or ple . .

beians, which compriseth those of the long robe, or

the gown-men; of whom I may say, as to the pea- -

sants, they are certainly the most miserable, slavish
people in the world; which occasioned Charles, the
fifth emperor, in his character of European princes,
to style the King of France, Rex Asinorum, hissub-

jects not beingless. passive than that sluggish animal,

under those weighty burthens imposed upon them. .
The way of convoking these estates was this:—the
king issued out his writs to the governors of the pro-
vinces, to give notice to the principal towns to call
together the three estates within the several divi-
sions; of which one was chosen of each to send to
the provincial assembly, held for the election of
three out of them all, to represent, in the grand
-assembly, the three estates of the whole province.

The kings of France are now too absolute to use .

this way of advising with their subjects, consulting
only. their own wills, which they have always a

standing army ready to execute. This so overawes .

the common people, that they dare scarce so much
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as reflect on their past liberties; and yet it would
seem impossible for a king so to govern, did he not
by the same way raise and engage to himself the
gentry, that he depresseth the commonalty; first
rendering the privileges granted to the gentry more
considerable, by denying them to those of meaner
quality. Some he obligeth by making them receivers
of the taxes, othersby giving them commands in his
garrisons and armies: in fine, himself is the channel
through which flow all the streams of favour and
reward to such as he would fix to his own interest,
whilst the poor countryman sinks under the weight
of his oppression. '

But to my journey from Rouen.—I went by the
messenger to Paris, who, according to the custom
of that country, furnisheth passengers with meat,
drink, lodging, carriage, and all other accommo-
dation for so far as you contract to go with him, at
a reasonable rate (though not wvery cleanly, yet a
convenient way of travelling for strangers). Some
few leagues from Rouen we passed by Saint Ger-
main, one of the King of France’s best houses, built
by Charles the Fifth, but much beautified by Henry
the Fourth. . Near unto it stands another, built by
Francis the First, called Madrid, to evade his en-
gagement to Charles, the fifth emperor, who had
taken him prisoner, and after giving him liberty,

.upon his engagement to return to Madrid, if he
could not accomplish such terms as were agreed on
betwixt them for his release; which not being able
to do, he made this, and came to it, instead of re-
turning into Spain.

Two leagues from Paris we came to Saint Dennis,
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though no great town, yet very considerable for
having in it the richest abbey and one of the fairest
churches in France, dedicated to the tutelar saint
of that kingdom. ,
Here lie buried the French kings, though in mean
tombs, in comparison of those of ours at Westminster.
These are supplied by a rich treasury of gold and
silver plate, as chalices, censers, bewls, flaggons,
crucifixes, and crowns, richly carved and set with
_ Jjewels of great value. Amongst others, I saw a
ruby as large as a walnut, valued at fifty thousand
crowns; all which have been legacies left to the ab-
bey by such kings and great persons as have been
there buried. Here they shew you likewise the
sword of the Pucelie of Orleans, which they tell you
drove the English out of France; that of Charles
the Great; aclaw of a griffin as big asa cow’s horo;
with other such-like reliques. But those held in
most veneration by them are some true drops of our
Saviour’s blood, some of our Lady’s milk, a piece
of the true cross, some of John the Baptist’s bones
(if you will believeit), and a consecrated wafer be-
sprinkled with drops of blood, which, they tell you,
it bled, on being wounded with a pen-knife by a he-
retic that would not believe it the transubstantiated
body and blood of our Lord ; cum multis aliis.
Leaving Saint Dennis, we went towards Paris,
which is two leagues distant (a league being about
two English miles). We observed, atabouta quar-
ter of a league distant one from another, several fair
stone crosses; in every one of which places, zealous
traditron persuades people that St. Dennis sat down
to rest himselfin his miraculous journey from Paris,
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after he was beheaded, as far as the abbey, carrying
his head in his hand all the way, where at last re feld
down'and was buried, which gave name to that place.
Paris, I must confess (although an Englishman),
is the largest, fairest, and most populous city of all
those I have seen in Europe ( London not excepted ),
having twelve miles in compass, abounding with all
things which can either render a town commodious
or pleasant. Casar, in his Commentaries, calleth it
Lutetia (quasi luto sita); but it stands in a fruitful
soil, upon the river Seine, within the Isleof France;
so called from its being surrounded with that river
on one side and several less rivulets on the other:
The ancient inhabitants of this province were the
Vangions, till, the year of our Lord four hundred
and twenty, a people of Germany called Franchi, ex-
pelled them; and, seating themselves in their room,
called it Franconia, which hath since given the namg
of France to the whole kingdom,

D

THE DESCRIPTION OF PARIS. .

Paris is divided into the city and university; the
latter erected by Charles the Great, and contains
fifty-five colleges, but few of them endowed, except
‘one called Ia Sorbonne, and that of late by Cardi-
nal Richelieu ; so that they are only places of publick
lecture, the scholars having both their lodging and
other accommodation in the town.

The city boasts itself as old as Rome. The ordi-
nary houses are of stone, spacious, and most of them
four or five stories high, everystory often receiving
anumerous family: the palaces sumptuous and many,
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The ‘king’s house where he resides (for he hath

others besides within the town, very great ones?),
called the Louvre, hath in it a gallery a full
quarter of a mile long, lying to the river side. Ac-
cording to the first design, three more sides were to
have been built of an equal léngth, to have made it
quadrangular; that not only all such as had de-

pended on that great court, but some hundreds of

guards, might have lodged within it. 7
The town-house is a fair structure, where the
officers of the town meet to consult of such matters
as tend to the good order, discipline, or any other
concern of the city, o A
The convents, monasteries, and churches, are
great and many; that of our Lady the biggest, built
by the English ; that of the Jesuits richest and finest,
all the inside of the choir, with the pillars and pave-
ment, being of pure marble. But of these I shall omit
to say more, as also of the many stately bridges, of
Luxemburgh, and the Royal Palace, two other of
the king’s bousés; the latter at that time the resi-
dence of our King, the Queen Mother, and Duke
of York, as also of many more remarkable places
within that city; which, in this travelling age, most
men’s experience can give a better account of: only
I must not pass by the great pallais, or palace, a great
pile of irregular building, and of great antiquity,
some part of it below stairs employed as shops and
warehouses; part of it above is not unlike our new
~ and old exchanges, where such like merchandizes
are exposed to sale. The rest of it is divided into
many large chambers and apartments, where the se-
yeral courts of parliament have their session. And

e
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here give me leave to define to you a French parlia-
ment.

Of the Parliaments in France.

The parliaments in France are courts of judica-
ture, for the hearing and determining all causes,
whether civil or criminal. "

The French kings did formerly sit and administer
Jjustice themselves to the people, till business in-
creased to that degree, that they were forced to trans-
fer that power to certain counsellors, who at first,
joined with the peers of France, both ecclesiastic and
secular, composed a court called a parliament.

This parliament used for many years to attend the
king’s person (though in progress) whence it was
styled ambulatory; during which time there was
pone but it; till Philip le Bel made it sedentary, ap-
pointing the aforesaid palace for its constant post,
and at the same time constituted another at Tou-
louse, for the ease of the people; from these two -
they are now grown to ten. '

The first, that of Paris, erected by King Pepin.

Second, that of Toulouse, by Philip le Bel.

Third, that of Rouen, by Charles the Seventh.

Fourth, that of Grenoble, by the same.

Fifth, that of Bourdeaux, by Lewis the Eleventh.

Sixth, that of Dijon, by the same.

Seventh, that of Aix, by Lewis the Twelfth.

Eighth, that of Pau, by Henry the First.

Ninth, that of Rheims, by Henry the Second.

" 'Tenth, that of Mentz, by Lewis the Thirteenth.

'The parliament of Paris {much like unto which
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are all the rest) hath in it ten chambers, of several
courts.

First, the grand chamber; which only takes cog-
nizance of the most important affairs, consisting of
eight principal judges, of presidents of the mortar (so
called from their round caps, much resembling mor-
tars) besides counsellors and other inferior officers.

Secondly, la chambre de la tournelle, that is, pro-
perly, fortrial of criminal offenders (except gentle-
men) who, though at first cited into this, have
power to appeal to the grand chamber. To this ap-
pertain two presidents of the mortar, and eighteen
counsellors, '

Thirdly, the chamber of edict, erected in favour

of the reformed churches (or those of Calvinism in

France), to determine differences between them and
the Romanists, and to give redress ( though of late
they seldom do) as to matters of encroachments

made upon their liberties established by law, whe-

ther spiritual or temporal. This court hath one
president of the mortar, sixteen counsellors, chosen
out of those belonging to the other chambers every
two years, to attend this alone, with the chancellor
and the protestant deputy-general. '

The fourth and fifth chambers are courts of re-
quests, where are tried causes of several kinds, as
titles of lands and of all sorts of estates, whether
real ot personal. Each of these hath two presidents
(not of the mortar) and twelve counsellors.

The fifth, and last, are five chambers of inquests,
having rather a preparatory than a deciding power,
though in some cases both; but always with appeals
to the higher courts. All proceedings here are to be

5
|
§
!
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in writing, not verbal. These have every one of
them two presidents and thirty counsellors.

Besides these there are other officers of parlia-
ment, scilicet, procureur du roy, or king’s attorney,
and under him four hundred inferior attornies, two:
advocates-general, besides an unknown number of

Jawyers.
Lastly, a greffier en chef, or a chief clerk, a place
of great profit. .

The chamber of accounts (though no member of
parliament) is very considerable, both as to its
business and officers, and chiefly intends the king’s
revenues, whether arising from taxes or the domain
of the crown. It also taketh care of alienations.
It confirms all edicts and ordinances relating to the
finances, treaties of peace, contracts of marriage of
the king’s children, verifies all edicts for the crea-
tion of officers of the crown, as also the privileges
and charters of cities or provinces; it naturalizeth,
legitimates, ennobleth; nor is any grant from the
crown looked on as sure, till passed here.

The officers of this court are eleven presidents,
threescore and ten masters of accounts, thirty cor-
rectors, threescore and fourteen auditors, one advo-
cate, one attorney-general, thirty inferior attornies,
_three comptrollers, besides clerks and others.

The number of these chambers throughout France
are eight: this at Paris the first, the rest at Rouen,
Dijon, Nantes, Montpelier, Grenoble, Aix, and
Dauphiné. Besides these, within the precincts of
the palace there are three more chambers of the
court of aides, composed of six presidents and other
officers. Itsjurisdiction is to determine, by last ap-
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Ppeal, whatever ariseth of dispute as to all manner of
‘taxes, as tackles, aids, gabels, or any right of the
crown. |

As to the laws in force in France, they are no
more in effect than the king’s own ordinances, which
the parliament registers, ratifies, alters, or abolish-
‘eth, at his pleasure. Itis true, the civil law is made
use of in some particular places where custom hath
introduced it, but there no further determination
‘than it is consistent with the other; so that this peo-
ple find true by sad experience, misera gens, ubi lex
pro arbitric vaga.

The magistracy of the city of Paris is both justi-
ciary and politique. The justiciary officers are, first,
a chief guard, or garde de la prevoste de Paris, or
the guardian of the mayorship of Paris, who hath
under him two lieutenants, oue civil, the other cri-
minal, assisted by four and twenty chancellors, one
advocate and the king’s attorney.

The politique officers are, first, a provost of Paris,
'or a major; fourteen echevin, or aldermen; a re-
ceiver, a head clerk, sixteen quarter waiters, with
many more inferior officers.

The militia of this city consists of sixteen regi-
ments, every regiment of sixteen companies, besides
an infinite number of volunteers.

But before I leave Paris, I cannot but take no-
tice of its Hospital-general, lately built at the public
charge, out of the ruins of the Hospital of Pity, and
very worthy of imitation. Here the whole impotent
poor are relieved, and the more able set at ‘work to
some manufacture or other, by a stock yearly arising
from the general contribution of the whole city; the

i
|
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king paying his proportion as well as the weanest
burgher. It received three thousand the first year
it was erected, whereby the town in the world the
most pestered with beggars is become the freest of
them, )

But because Paris is the usual place of residence
of the French kings, I couceive it will not be im-
proper to give here a short relation of that court ;
which the King of England’s being there gave those
of our nation a better opportunity to aequaint them-
selves with.

The Description of the French King's Court.

As to this, we will first consider the king himself,
and with him the princes of the bloed, the stranger
princes, and the peers of France,

_Secondly, the officers of the crown, whether civil
or military.

Thirdly, his councils.

Fourthly, his revenue.

As to the first—Lewis the Fourteenth was yet in
minority at my going into France, which, by the
laws of that nation, those kings are, till they attain
fourteen years, the princes of the bloed seventeen,
and more ordinary persons five and twenty.

Though the crown of France goes by succession
from father to son, and for want of such heirs male,
to the next relation male ( females being excluded by
their feigned Salique law ), yet in some respecis they
will not allow it hereditary, or at least so far as to
entitle the son to the payment of his father’s debts ov
engagements; for when Lewis the Twelfth was
desired to restore some artillery lent to Charles the
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Eighth, his predecessor, he denied to do it, as not
being his heir.

The French kings have a most absolute power ;
when they would have any thing done or eonfirmed
by parliaments, they speak to them in these terms:-—-

 We, of our free grace, full power, great know-
“ ledge, and royal authority, have willed, appointed,
‘¢ and ordained, that you do soand so.”’ And to shew
they are obliged to give nobody a reason for what
theyenjoin, theyend with, * for such is ourpleasure.””

They dispose of all governments of towns and
eountries, and of all the offices belonging to the
crown, whether justiciary or military. They lay
what taxes they please upon the people, alter the
rates of money, making it greater when their coffers
are low, and less when full. They make the laws,
and interpret them; dispose of all ecclesiastical pre-
ferments, which the pope eonfirms; declare war,
enter into leagues and confederacies, levy soldiers,
and, in fine, whatever they please.

The French king qualifies himself the first Chrls-'

tian king, and eldest son of the church; says he is
not liable to excommunication, or to do homage to
any for his sovereignty, as most other Christian
princes do, either to the emperor or see of Rome.—
And thus far shall serve as to the king himself.

The princes of the blood are either the king’s
children, brothers, uncles, nephews, or cousins, de-
scended in a direct masculine line from them. Next
to these the bastard princes take place; but before
they can be so acknowledged, they must obtain let-
ters of legitimation, or some other public act so to
qualify them.

The stranger princes are such as, though born ia
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France, are descended from some sovereign prince of
another country; as the Duke of Guise from the
house of Lorraine.

The dukes and peers have session in parliament,
and are the first of the nobility next to the princes.
At the first they were only twelve, six ecclesiastical
and six secular; so made by particular grant from
the king: but now ( like other titles in France) they
are conveyed by certain lands erected into duchies
‘to the purchaser, so that-the just number is uncer-
tain, but believed to be about eighty.

This title is the oaly one at this day considerable
in France, those of earl, marquis, baron, and knight,
‘being so commmon, a man needs not lands to acquire
‘them; good clothes and a splendid equipage creates
them daily. : :

- 'The second division of the eourt are the officers of
the crown, which we will subdivide into. superior
and inferior :—the superior ones are;

First, the constable, who was lieutenant-general
of the king’s armies. He carried the sword before
the king in all solemnities, and took place next to
the princes of the blood, till Lewis the Thirteenth,
.this king’s father, suppressed itin Monsieur le Duc
de Lesdignieres. The Prince of Condé (a near
prince of the blood, a person of great courage and
- .ambition) first brought ‘himself into jealousy of as-
piring to the crown ( which occasioned the late civil
.wars) bydesiring that this honour might be recalled
-and conferred upon him. Though the name be taken
away, the greatest part of the power remains to the
first maraschal of France.

The maraschals of France are now places of great-
est credit and power; according tothe firstinstitution
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_there were but two, like lieutenants to the constable;
“under Charles the Seventh they were increased to
four, and now they are eighteen; they are generals
of the armies, and sit by themselves at the marble
table; their jurisdiction is over vagrants, vaga-
bonds, highwaymen, coiners of false money, and
such-like criminals: though the king may suspend
the functions of this office, their rank remains for lifé.

Thirdly, the ehancellor; he hath the custody of
the great seal, sits on the left hand of the king, dis-
poses of all offices of justice, so far as to displace
the judges themselves, in case of misdemeanor—
though the king, by taking the seal from the chan-
cellor, may take away his authority, his quality
never dies but with himself.

Fourthly, the keeper of the great seal, when
taken from the chancellor. )

- Fifthly, the high-admirak. :

Sixthly, the eolonel-general of foot, to whom all
the rest are but in a manner lieutenant-colonels, not
being allowed to dispose of any commands in their
own regiments without him.
~ Seventhly, the master of the artillery: he com-
mands all the arsenals’ magazines.

Eighthly, the grand-master of France, the first
officer of the king’s household, who administers the
oaths to all the inferior ones, exeept those of the
bed-chamber, the stable, or the chapel.

Ninthly, the great chamberlain.

Tenthly, the master of the horse.

Eleventh, the captain-general of the Louvre.

Twelfth, the chief carver, who hath under him
four and twenty, that serve quarterly, six at a time.

c
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Thirteenth, the grand almoner, the first ecclesi-
“astical officer; he hath under his care all the hospi-

tals that are of royal foundation.

Fourteenth, the grand butler.

Fifteenth, the grand pantler.

Sixteenth, the master of the chace.

Seventeenth, the grand falconer.

Eighteenth, the great mastes of the chace of
wolves; who hath under him, four officers, two mas-
ters of the waters, and two of the forests, whose
care it is to regulate such abuses as are committed
either by hunting. or fishing.

Nineteenth, the grand provost of the household,
who judges all causes, civil or criminal, amongst
the officers of the same; he proportions the rates of’

) fish, flesh, wines, corn, and of all other provisions
for the use of the court; he hath under him five
lieutenants, and thirteen other officers.

Twentieth, the master of the ceremonies.

Twenty-first, the mareschal of the household, or
harbinger.

The inferior officers are either ecclesiastical or
secular; of the first, there is the king’s confessor in
extraordinary, another in ordinary ; eight almoners,
‘that serve by turns; twelve preachers, a master of
the oratory, eight chaplains, eight clerks of the
chapel and oratory.

The lay officers are four and twenty under gentle-
men of the chamber, four of the wardrobe, four se-
cretaries of the king’s chamber, three of the closet.
In fine, it would be endless to mention them all that
are within doors and without, those above stairs
and below, as the grooms of the bed-chamber, anti-
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chamber, back-stairs, and the cabinet, the comp-
trollers, clerks of the kitchen, overseers of the
wardrobe, of the library, purveyors, with infinite
more, two or three degrees under these. Not to take
notice of the Queen Mother, and the Duke of Ani-
on’s courts, consisting of such-like officers, I come
now to the guards,

Of the French King’s Guards.

The first of these are an hundred gentlemen, with
halberds, not unlike the King of England’s pension-
ers, that go before him on festival days; then four
companies of the guards of the body, each consist-
ing of one hundred men. The first of these compa-
nies should be Scotch ( though now few of them are)
and are called guards of the sleeve, because there
are constantly two of them close to the king’s chair
when he dines, or attends any public ceremony: they
were admitted to this privilege, as also to that of
being free denizens of France, for their constant
siding with the French against the English.

Next, there is a company of one hundred Swit-
zers; these are the first of the king’s ordinary guards,
and much esteemed for their fidelity and courage,
besides fifty in extraordinary, that wait quarterly,
and keep the door where the king enters.

Next is the company of the gens-d’armes, consist-
ing of two hundred masters, besides servants; the
king is their captain, and they serve by quarter.

Then the company of two hundred light horse.

Lastly, two regiments of foot, one of Switzers, of
thirty companies, the other French, of sixteen: each

c?
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company ought to muster two hundred men; these
mount the guard by two companies together, and
guard the avenues of the court.

Besides these, there is of late a new guard esta-
blished, of musqueteers on horseback, consisting of
one hundred and fifty gentlemen; they wear blue
coats, with two great silver crowns flourished and
embroidered upon them, and attend the king out of
the town. . .

The whole guards together are above ten thousand
men. ‘

And now that we are here, I conceive it may not be
improper to say something of the rest of the army,
which is greater or less, as they have war or peace,
but ever considerable, to keep the people in subjee-
tion: at my being in France they were these:

The horse consists—First, of gens-d’armes, so
called because completely armed ; they receive dou-
ble pay, and so are allowed every one his man. 'The
king, queen, monsieur, tlge princes of the blood, and
mareschals of France, have each a company of these
for guards. Secondly, of fifty-six regiments of light
horse, ( French), and twelve regiments of strangers.

The foot, in the year 1654, were one hundred and
ten regiments of French, and four of strangers,
which would amount to a vast number, was every
regiment thirty companies complete, and every com-
pany four score and ten men, as they ought to be,
according to the establishment. ‘

But the officers, as well as soldiers, are so ill paid,
that they wholly, in a manner, subsist by false mus-
ters, free quarter, and preying upon the country; so
that an assignment of a country for winter quarters is

e
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«onsidered as little less than the sale of it to the sol-
diery, totake their utmost advantageof, for thatterm.

The King commands in chief; the Duke of Or-
leans as lieutenant-general, the mareschals next, and
ander them the colonels.

The third thing I promised to consider of, with
ithe King, are his councils, which are—

First, the high councils, always kept in his majes-
ity’s chamber, where matters of the greatest moment
are considered of, and discussed. The king, the
princes of the blood, the chief ministers of state, and
such others as the king appoints, compose it; but
when less affairs come in question, the comptroller-
general and most of the principal officers of state are
admitted. ’

Secondly, the council of war, held in the same
place, consists of the king, the ministers of state, the
mareschals and lieutenant-generals.

Thirdly, the council of state, or the privy coun-
cil, consisting of about thirty persons, scilicet, the
king, the princes of the blood, the chancellor, the
superintendants, some councillors of state, the trea-
surers, and others, who qualify them of his honour-
able privy council ; this hath the largest extent for
business of any.

It is not to be forgotten, that the secretaries of
state are always present in these councils, to prepare,
digest, and expedite the results of the same; they
are four in number, and every one hath a particular
charge or function; one hath care of foreign busi-
ness, another of what concerns the church, another
of affairs military, and the fourth, of such as relate
to the court, and his majesty’s household.
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There are more, the councils of finances and par-
ties, which meet twice a week, and chiefly take care
of the revenue, which comes next, as the fourth
thing to be considered.

Of the French King’s Revenue.

It arises either from the ancient demain of the
crown, or from such taxes and impositions as are
laid upon the subject.

For the demain, it was lald to the crown during
the reign of Pepin (till which time the kings were
supplied with money by the consent and care of the
states) but that is now so much alienated, that the
revenue may be said almost wholly to arise from
the taxes; and those are,

First, tailles, certain levies of money upon every
family, by consent of the states, which, in Lewis
the Eleventh’s time began to be so great, that it
caused an insurrection of the people ; but the king
quelling this, afterwards assessed them at his own
pleasure, without so much as advising with the
states, and it has since been practised throughout
France, except in some privileged counties, as
Languedoc, Dauphiny, Bretagne, Provence, and
Burgundy.

Secondly, taillon, a kind of militia money, im»
posed upon the country under pretence of raising
pay for the army.

Thirdly, la substance, the payment wherepf ex-
empts the provinces willing to raise it, from quar-
tering of soldiers.

Al these are paid by the third estate (the clergy
and gentry being free), while the poor peasant is
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-often forced to part with all he has, to the very
‘bed he lies upon, to pay them.

These, together, are computed to raise yearly
fifty millions three hundred and ﬁfty-mne thousand
two hundred livres.

Fourthly, the aides, an imposition upon all goods
.and merchandise.

Fifthly, la gabelle, or revenue arising from salt,
which has been annexed to the crown ever since 'the
reign of Philip the Long, 1318; at which time
every pound of salt paid but a farthing to the king,
though at this day farmed at twenty millions of
livres (per annum), the farmers taking the pits
into their own hands, and imposing salt upon the
people at what rate they please.

In the year 1542 the price was limited to twenty
livres the mine, a measure containing eight and
forty minots, every minot containing about as much
as our bushel; and it is now risen to eight and
forty livres, every livre being near the value of
eighteen pence sterling.

Lastly, the old farms, customs, tolls upon rivers,
sale of offices, eivil and military, the farm of iron
and paper, falls of woods in the king’s forests, with
many others such like, added to the former, are
computed to amount yearly, in the whole, to about
eighty-two millions three hundred and twenty-two
thousand nine hundred and ninety-six livres; of
pistoles, eight millions two hundred and thirty-two
thousand two hundred and ninety-nine, with some
little odds ; of sterling, at fifteen shillings the pis-
tole, six millions one hundred and seventy-one

thousand two hundred and sixty-six pounds,
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It is believed, that under pretence of raising this,
the country pays a third part more, which the
farmers and under officers put into their own pockets.

Le surintendant des finances, or the overseer of
the revenue, diéposes of it as he thinks fit, without
being obliged to account to any; under him are the
intendants, and a comptroller, with several treasu-
rers of the espargue, or exchequer, which last pur-
chase their offices, at a million of livres a piece.
They have twelve thousand livres per annum, salary, A
besides a denier, or fourth part of a sol, twenty of
which make a livre, for every livre they receive.

Not finding it convenient to make any long stay
at Paris, at this time, I went for Saumur the lat-
ter end of August; a protestant university in the
province of Anjou ; as well out of desire to see the
country as to learn the language, which I found
the great resort of my countrymen to Paris is
a prevention to. The first remarkable place I
passed in the way was Orleans, two days journey
by the messenger from Paris; the metropolis of the
country of Bausse, and gives title to the next of the
blood royal, save the king and dauphin.

Here Joan d’Arc, or the Pucelle of Orleans,
raised the siege, the town being ready to be surren-
dered to the English; it and Bourges being the only
two considerable places at that time left to Charles
the Seventh, the French king, which caused him, in
mockery, to be styled king of Bourges: upon the
bridge stands her statue, with this subcription :—

Joan d’Arc, qui patriam liberavit & Britannicd servitute.

'This city is about the bigness of York, but more
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populous; stands both in a pleasant and rich coun-
try, upon the river Loire; though this river be in

some places shallow, it is the broadest in France,

and waters a greater part of it than any, springing
out of the hills of Auvergne, and so passing
through the most fruitful dales of all France, till
it falls into the western seas.

After two days stay to see the town, I went by
water to Blois, a day’s journey distance from Or-
leans, in a passage-boat, with some French men
and women, who, by singing, to make the journey
more pleasant (some of them having good voices)
made it less so; infecting the air at the same time
with wafts of garlic (a great food in that country,
with bread ) that it more nauseated the smell than
gratified the ear.

The stream of this river is so swift, that the water-
men, not able to row back their boats, sell them at
the end of their journey.

Blois is no great town, but well seated; part of it
upon a hill, the rest by the river side, surrounded
with vineyards on every side: Here I made some
stay, but found little observable, except the castle
where the Duke of Orleans, the king’s uncle, then
lived retired, being in some disfavour at court. His
greatest delight was in his garden, where he had all
sorts of simples, plants, and trees that the climate
could produce, which he pleased himself with
studying the names and virtues of. On one side
of the town is the duke’s chace, well stored with
wood (a thing not very usual in France) which
gives harbour to many sorts of wild beasts, especi-
ally red deer and wolves, notwithstanding great en-
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deavours to destroy these latter : they are so nume~
rous and bold in cold weather, that the winter be-
fore my coming thither, a herd of them came into
the street and devoured a young child.

There the Calvinists are allowed the public prac-
tice of their devotion, and have their temple (as
they call it) or church, but not within the walls of
the town, no more than elsewhere in France. I know
not what to resemble it to better, as to shape, thana
barn, nor is it much better adorned ; all that is al-
lowed to be painted or written within being only the
ten commandments ; they have neither steeples nor.
bells; the women sit separate from the wmen, and
the ministers preach covered.

The second of July I left Blois, and the same day
came to Amboise, ten leagues further downtheriver;
a castle of great strength, where Charles the Eighth
died suddenly, in the midst of his great preparation
to make a second effort upon the kingdom of Naples.
There is a winding staircase, or rather an ascent
without steps, so large, and that rises so insensibly,
that a coach and six horses have drawn up it to the
top of the castle. ,

In the chapel we saw the horns of a stag, of an
incredible bigness, which they tell you swam from
the sea, and came out of England ; as also the neck
bone and one of his ribs, of five cubits and an half
long.

Seven leagues further we reached Tours, the ca-
pital eity of the province of Turaine, not unfitly
- ecalled the garden of France, for its delicious and
fruitful situation, and drives a great inland trade ;
there is the longest pell-mell in France. A league
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short of the town we saw the famous monastery of
Marmontiers, where they show a cruise of oil, or
la saint empoule, which they say St. Martin received
from heaven by an Angel (having broken one of his
ribs) and by applying it found present cure; as also
St. Martin’s tub, as big as a little room, which the
Saint (when the town was in great scarcity by rea-
son of a long siege) caused to be filled with water,
and converted it into wine.—Si credere.

The next day we arrived at Saumur; it stands in
Anion, apen the river Loire, not so considerable in
itself as the castle that commands the whole coun-
try adjacent.

This was one of the cautionary towns granted to
the Calvinists by the French kings, to secure to
them the exercise of their religion, and some other
privileges they purchased at the price of a bloedy
and tedious war, in the reigns of Charles the Ninth
and Henry the Third. It issince an university,
where those of the reformed churches send their chil-
dren to be educated and instructed in all sorts of sci-
ences, but especially in divinity ; this and Montau-
ban being the only two nurseries of learning they
have in all France, and these but mecan ones, for
two reasons :—first, the want of accommodation
for scholars, there being no colleges in either, ex-
cept the schools : secondly, the little encouragement
given to professors and readers, who have no reward .
but the benevolence of their scholars. The Roman-
ists have here also a college or school, under the
care of the Fathers of the Oratory, a fraternitylately
established to lessen the interest of the Jesuits,
which the other orders suspected to grow too con-
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siderable, by having so wholly under their care the
instruction of youth.

This college,” with the church belonging to it, is
dedicated to our Lady, called Notre Dame d’ Arte-
liers, a place of great devotion, for the cures she is
cried up to do the lame and diseased, which leads
many a blind man to see miracles.

In the church hang up arms, legs, and almost all
sorts of members, in white wax, which they tell
you such persons as came indisposed into those parts,
and returned sound from this pilgrimage, left behind
them, in commemoration of their cures.

The occasion of the invention of ‘this Saint was
this: a poor fellow making a hole in the ground
with a mattock, happened, at one stroke, both to cut
his leg and to drive out of the ground a little black
image, which finding to be that of our Lady, he
applied to his leg, and was immediately healed;
thereupon she was carried to a priest, who divulged
the miracle and got a contribution towards the rais-
ing to her an altar, which is since increased to a
church, an appendent college, and a whole street,
at the zealous charge of her pilgrims.

At the other end of the town is a convent of un-
reformed friers, endowed with lands to the value of
fifteen hundred pounds per annum, belonging to
Cardinal Grimmalde, who (if you will believe their
- adversaries) live something scandalously as to the
flesh, but yet regularly enough as to their order.

This was not only the usual place of my abode for
all that winter, but for a long time after, as well
to improve myself in the language, as exercises of
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body, though I sometimes left it upon visits to such
places as deserved seeing. Amongst others, April
the 2d, 1655, I went to Richelieu, which gave
name and birth to that so famous Cardinal, late mi-
nister of state to Lewis the Thirteenth, who first
opened the .eyes of France to discern her own
strength.

The town and house are both little, but very po-
lite and well built. The town doth chiefly consist |
of a long spacious straight street ; the houses of free
stone (ashlard) four stories high, whére all the win-
dows and doors answer one another. At the end of
the street is a fair market-place, and in the middle
of it a church. Leaving this on the right hand, a
long walk leads you to the house, which stands a
little to the left, the walk being contrived near two
miles into the park, in a direct line through a wood
of the same length, from the end whereof you have
a level and easy prospect quite through the town.
The house is rather high than large, but withal
very regular, moated round with the park on one
side, gardens and fish-ponds on the other; the fur-
niture rich and costly, not unworthy of the place, or
his grandeur that provided it. The pictures and the
statues are thought equal to the best in Italy, from
whence they came. This house now belongs to the
Duke of Richelieu, the Cardinal’s nephew and heir.

In our return to Saumur we passed by a place
called Chinon; near to which is the Dropping Cave,
‘where, near a mile under ground, the water falling
from a rock, first-is congealed into ice, and then into
stone. '

Next we came to Loudon, where the Calvinist
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usually hold their synods for the reconciling of such
differences as at any time arise amongst themselves
in matters of religien. Next, to Garonne, the Duke
of Roijan’s house. The day following to Fronte-
veaux, a famous convent, where lies under a mean
tomb Richard the King of England. The Lady
Abbesswas bastard to Henry the Fourth,by Madame
de Beauford, and sister to Monsieur de Vendosme.
Some few leagues from hence we saw Doue, remark-
able for an old Roman theatre. Not much further
lives the Duke of Brisac, at his house of the same
name, a great lover of field sports, and at that time
well furnished with English horses and dogs.

The next day, which was the 10th of April, we
reached Saumur.

In May, the season invited me to make a further
voyage into the country, as far as Bourdeaux,
which I did, in the company of Mr. Leach, and two
High Germans. . The first place of note we came to
was Poictiers, two days journey from Saumur, famous
for the battle there between the French and English,
where King John was taken prisoner by Edward the
Black Prince. The compass of the town is large,
but the streets not many, and the houses thin ; there
. heing large gardens, fields, and vineyards within the
walls. The best church was built by the English.
There we saw the ruins of an old Roman amphi-
theatre.

The next remarkable place we passed through was
Angouleme, capital of the province of Angoumois.
It stands at the top of an hill, mogt considerable for
the castle, a place of great strength. .
~ Then we came to Saintes, no great town to give
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‘name to a province, as it doth to that of Saintonge,
‘where there is a castle. Near unto it we saw the
most entire Roman theatre in all France. In these
the Romans acted tragedies or comedies, having the
stage in the form of a half moon, and usually three
degrees of benches about it.

The first, or nearest, was called pepularia, for the
commons; seeond, equestria, where the gentlemen
sat; the third, orchestra, for the semators. Their
amphitheatre was made circular, for the baiting of
wild beasts, sword prizes, ubi gladiatorii ludi et
Jerarum venationes exhibebantur.

Not many leagues further we came to Blay, a
small town upon the river Garonne, where there is a
-fort, well fortified, that commands the river. Here
we left our horses, and went by water to Bourdeaux,
tn five hours. The passage was pleasant; the river
(though larger than the Thames) some part of the
way very calm. The banks planted with vines, af-
ford those exeellent, well-bodied wines, so much
transported into England, called Le Vin de Grdve,
and others. Bourdeaux, the metropolis of Guienne,
is not without reason esteemed one of the prime
-cities in France. It stands on a plain, upon the
river Garonne, being large and populous, and drives
greater maritime trade (especially with England and
Holland ) .than any other whatsoever.

The best street is called La Rue du Chapeau
-Rouge, which, for breadth and length, I never saw
‘a better. The churches and religious houses are
numerous and fair; as also the palaces. - It hatha
parliament, and three citadels, to keep it and ‘the
country in subjection. That of Chateau Trompette
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is the strongest, repaired since the last war, to the
great dissatisfaction of the citizens. Half a league
from the town, we saw the ruins of a large theatre,
two sides of an old Roman temple, where they used
to sacrifice to their tutelar gods. The wall is but
onc course .of stones thick, but so well seamed and
united by the cement of that age (which we have
now lost the art of ) that it is ever observed to break
sooner in the stone than the joints. There are seve-
ral hideous, monstrous things,. carved on the inside
of the wall, which are believed those of their gods.
After three days stay here, we returned to Blay,
intending for Saumur another way; and first we came
to Brouage, which, of a poor fisher town, Cardinal
Richelieu made as convenient and secure a haven as:
most in France; a great security, as well as conveni-
ency, to thatside of the country, but very chargeable,
in making many hundreds of great trees being driven
down lengthways, like piles, into that boggy moist
ground, to secure the foundation, before they could
either make houses or fortifications. To it appertains:
an arsenal, well stored with arms and ammunition.
The next place we came to of note was Rochelle,
once the strongest place in France, situated upon an
arm of the sea, whose revolt from under the French
king’s obedience, (the inhabitants being all Calvinists)
~ and their seeking to our late king for succour, occa-
sioned Lewis the Thirteenth to raise a great army to
reduce them to obedience. After the siege had con-
tinued some months by land, but ineffectually, the
town being wellstored with provisions, and frequently
receiving fresh from England, the Duke of Buck-
ingham, sent with a considerable army to their assist-
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ance, was worsted in his attempt on the isle of Rhé,
and afterwards stabbed, which gave oppertunity to
Richelieu to use this sea stratagem to curb them, sci-
licet, to sink betwixt three and four hundred vessels
. in the middle of the channel, to prevent all entrance
of provisions; which reduced them to that necessity
in four months, that the living fed on the dead, and
those of the best quaht_y did ate the leather that co-
vered their coaches, so, at last, they delivered up the
town to the king’s mercy; within two days after
comes a tempest, and sweeps away the dige or ram-
pire of ships, the expectation of which, as also the
coming in of a certain sort of shell fish, which the
tide, of custom, used to bring, made them hold out
the longer; but neither of these came till too late,
to show that heaven is angry at rebellion.

The king, though he gave them their lives, took
from them their privileges, dismantled the town, and
planted popish families amongst them. The town is
very large, built with continued porches all along
on each side of thé streets, like the piazzas in Covent-
garden, but nothing so great. The best temple is
built circular, the cover almost flat and of lead,
which it artificially sustains without either prop or
pillar.

Some six leagues from Rochelle, we passed by a
great many salt-pits, all upon the shore; the after-
noon brought us into a good country, and so the next
day, till wereached Nantes, in Brittany, seated upon
the Loire. 'This is the last place of note upon that
river, though nothing inferior to any of the former,
both for structure and riches, being a town of great
traffic. In the great church lie many of the Dukes

D
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of Brittany, under mean tombs forso gseat princes,
who maintained their sovereigaty against all the at-
tempts and acts of the French kings, till, the mas-
culine line ending, it was aunexed to that crown by
Charles the Eighth’smarriage with Anne, the daugh-
ter and heiress of that duchy, in the year 1390.

From Nantes we came to Angers, chief city of
the province of Anjou, which gives title ta the third
prince of the blood. It stands upon the river May-
enne, which, not half a league from the town, dis-
charges itself into the Loire. Fhe streets of the eity
are large and numerous, and provisions plentiful,
‘which invites to it many people of quality, both
‘French and strangers. The great church, or cathe~
dral, is dedicated to St. Maurice, where they show
you one of the pitchers which, it is said, contained
the water our Saviour, at the wedding, converted
into wine ; it was of porphyry.

Near to this is the church of the Jacobins, and
over the high altar the portrait of our Lady, extend-~
ing her hands, holding a pair of beads to a suppli-
-cant, with this inscription : .

“ Gaude, fili Hiacinthe; preces tuse. grate sunt filio meo: et

. qpicquid ab eo per me petieris impetrabis.”

In the convent of Capuchins these verses are.

written over the door, to magnify their order :
 Exue Franciscum tunicé laceroque cucullo,,
Qui Franciscus erat, jam modd Christus erit :.
Indue sed Christum capucind veste.; quid inde 2:
Hic Franciscus erit, qui tibi Christus erat.””

There we saw the ruins of a palace, antiently ber

longing to the Kings of Sicily, and within it a shoxt
-gallery, entire, about two yards and a half high,
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and about as much in breadtk, which only denetes
to us, with how meam habitations great persons cor-
tented themselves in those days: ‘

From Angers we had twelve leagues to Saumur,
baving now spent near thirty days in taking a view of
the said countries, none of which we found compara-
ble to that of Anion, both for pleasaniness and fruit-
fulness, abounding with great towns, woods, vine-
yards, and watered with fosty several rivers. And
having got enough of the language to introduce me
into the company of the people of the country, I left
Saumur in July 1655, to go with Mr. Leach for
Mons, a place less frequented by strangers. Mons
is the capital town of the country of Mayenne,
twenty leagues distance from Saumur.

In the way we Jay at La Flesche, where the Je-
suits have their primcipal college, formerly one of
the king’s houses, given them by Henry the Fourth,
upon bis recall of them from banishment, which be-
fore he had condemned them to, for concealing a
confession of am intended attempt upon his life. -

At his death be bequeathed his heart to those of
his ealege, which they keep with great veneration
in 2 case of gold in their fine ehurch, on ane side of
the high altar, with that of his queen’s on the other.

It is mot the least of these many policies practised
by this order, to admit of none into their society, but
either the noble, the rich, or ingenueus, which their
baving so much of the youth under their mstruction
and care, gives themopportunity sufficient to cull out.
But to shew more plainly their industry in this kind,
where there is any thing to be acquired ; it will not
be impertinent to mention what I had from the mouth

p2
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of a sad father, a count, of good estate and family
in Dauphiny, concerning his children. '

He told me he had three sons, all sent to perform
their studies with the Jesuits : the first being me-
lancholy, gave them better opportunity to work into
him to leave the world, and lead a religious life ; the
the second ( by the example of his brother, and the
insinuation of his masters) did the same, notwith-
standing all the dissuasions of his friends ; the third,
being about twelve years old, was then taken away,
lest he might be prevailed upon by the same arts,
and sent to an academy at Paris, not so much to study
exercises as diversions. When he came out, his father
allowed him an extraordinary equipage, coach and
horses, a numerous retinue, and, indeed, whatever he
desired, to enamour him the more of the world ; all
which was not sufficient to efface his first impressions,
renewed by a visit he made to his brothers, so that
no endeavours could oppose his entering into the same
cloister, leaving his father without a son, though
not without many heirs, the greatest part of his
estate by this means going to the college.

As to Mons, it is a very old town, stands part of it
upon a hill ; it is an archbishopric, and hath two or
three churches of note; amongst others, that of the
Hospital, built and endowed by Henry the Third of
England. 'This town, as well as the country, was
long in the possession of the English, from whence
the Marquis of Peze, and several other families there-
about own their extractions. Here lived at that
time several people of quality, as la Marquesse of
Conniers dowager, the Viscount of Vardin, and
others, whom we found very obliging to strangers,
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affording us great freedom in their houses, and part
in all their diversions and entertainments, during our
anine months stay at that place.

In April 1656, I returned to Saumur, where I
stayed two months ; then I went to Thouars in Brit-
tany, where the Duke of Tremoulle hath his best
house, and was then retired, being in some disfavour

at court, partly upon his own account, and partly his
" son’s, the Prince of Tarente, who had adhered to the
Prince of Condé, in his last revolt from the king.

Thouars is looked upon as one of the best manors -
in all France, not so much for proﬁj:, (a great extent

of land there sometimes affording not much rent),
but for greatness of tenure; five hundred gentlemen,
as it is said, holding their lands from it.

Goingto wait on the Duke, I found him very kind,
when I told him my country, (the late Earl of Derby
having married his sister): he commanded me to
dine with him, and the next time mounted me upon
one of his horses, to wait on him a-hunting in his
park, which not being two miles about, I thought
of little compass to belong to so great a person, till
I found that few are allowed to have any there, save
the p_rinces of the blood: so true it is, that there are
more parks in England than in all Europe besides,

Having now staid about two years in France, 1
had a great desire to see Italy; but my allowance
from England not being sufficient to defray the
charge of more than two in so long a journey, I parted

.with Mr. Leach, who returned homewards, and
went from Thouars the 28th of July, 1656; taking
only an English boy along with me, designing for
Lyons.
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From Thouars I hired horees to ‘Tours, about
twentyleagues distant, of which I have already made
mention ; then I travelled three days through a good
country, well stored with fish and excellent wines,
without meeting with any place of note till I came
to Bourges, formerly called Biturris, @ binis
Twrris, capital town of the province of Berry, an
university, and one of the cautionary towns assigned
the protestants in the year 1570. The great churchis
large and well built; the houses are generally of wood,

The next day 1 passed through Bourbon, that
gives name {o a fruitful country about it, so fumous
for the great cures wrought by its waters and baths;
there is one well so very hot, that a fowl dipped into
it loses its feathers.

The next day after I came to Moulines, upon the
river Elaver: here the great trade of the town is
knives and scissars, as also all sorts of hardware, of
great esteem throughout France.

From Moulines, in one day and a half, I went to
Rouen, upon the river Loire, where that river first
begins to be nmavigable, and in two days more to
Lyons: we found the way these two last very desert
and rocky, which gives occasion for the frequent
robberies there committed.

Here it was that the so famous thief, called Le
Solitaire, from his always robbing by himself, con-
fessed at his execution, in the year 1659, that he had
committed above twenty murders, besides robberies ;
his way of doing it was thus:—The road, as I have
#aid, uneasy and dangerous; when he perceived a
single passenger, or two at the most, he would offer
himself to them, in the habit of a lame beggar, to
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show them a more-even aid secure way, and so led
them to a place, where, in a narrow passagé, he had
prepared a trap-door; this being covered over with -
gravel, and himself going over first, whom it bore,

being on foet, made it not diseoverable to the horse-
‘men, till one of them felt the downfall ; this done,

the advantage of the place, and two or three case of
pistols he carried under lis.coat, gave him some op-
portunity te make himself master, first of the life,

£hen of the purse-of the other, for he seldom robbed

but he killed.

Lyons, with the country about it, is ca“ed Lyon-
nois; it is within the verge of Dauphiny; it is situ-
ated in a place with great mountains on one side,
and twe very remarkable rivers on the other, Rhone
and Saone, which here meet; ihe first comes from
the Lake of Geneva,. the other from near Langres in
Germany; the townis very great, and well built; an
university, a great mart town, the see of an arch-
bishop, and has a parliament, but most inhabited by
gown-men znd merchants, who live at as great an
expenee both as to their houses and equipage, as the
best. There the women of quality, when they visit
their tountry houses in summer, ride astride like
men, with hats and feathers. Durimg my stay here,
which was till the latter end of Olctober, arrived
Christiana, late Queen of Sweden, only child to’
Guastavus Adolphus, from' Rowre, having the year
before resigned up her kingdoth to the now King of
Sweden, her cousin-german. Her face i well, but
her person: httle and crooked, which to econceal the
better, ¥ suppose, she so muclk affects wearing a
loose eoat, like a man, a cravat, and a periwig, She
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hath certainly a great deal of wit, and a vast memory:
she speaks well in seven several languages; and in
my hearing, seeing a new play in her own chamber,
reminded the actors of about twenty verses ( repeat-
ing them verbatim ), which it seems they, not being
very perfect in, had omitted.

And now as I was in preparing for Italy, eame the
news of the plague having broken out, which proves
so mortal in these hot countries, and makes so ill
travelling (none being admitted any whereout of an
infected place, without forty days confinement to a
pest-house, which they call making quarantine,
where, if any one die, though of another distemper,
the lastday, you stay as long again’), that it reason-
ably diverted a great many travellers from their pur-
pose of seeing Italy; and here only one Mr. Berry,
of Canterbury, and myself, of English, resolved,
being come so far, to commit ourselves to Provi-
dence, and to set forward for Venice, which we heard
was free from infection, with the first opportunity.

This gentleman then and two Italians, myself and
servant, parted from Lyons the 18th of October,
1656, with the procacio or messenger, with whom
we had contracted to furnish us with all necessa-
ries, as carriage, lodging, and diet, at a certain
rate, betwixt Lyons and Padua, in Italy.

In three days time we came to Geneva, through a
barren mountainous woody country, little inhabited
but by wolves and bears. It stands upon a greal
lake, well stored with fish, especially trout (some
have been taken weighing sixty pounds), with
France on one side, Savoy and Switzerland on the
other, It isa little commonwealth or seigniory of
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itself; its territories some leagues in compass, an
" university, and governed by a common-council and
four syndics,

- The town is Iarge, the streets but Barrow, and
the houses all arched towards the street, that one
may walk secure from wet in all weathers.

Here Mr. Calyinfirst broached his doctrine, about
1520, which has since much spread itself through
France and other parts of Europe, though with some
difference as to matter of church government. Here
it consists of two laymen to every minister, who take
care of matters within their particular parishes,
appealing to the synpd or convocation, when they
cannot determine them,

The ministers live upon stlpends, seldom above
fifty pounds a man, and the tythes are collected by
the secular officers, for the maintenance of the poor,
and the children of ministers that are left unpro-
vided for, and such like uses. The churches have
bells and steeples like ours, but no inward decora-
tions, They use a set form of prayer, and after ser-
vice any sort of recreation on Sundays. They are
so severe against Romanists, that they do not suffer
them to abide there above three days without special
licence ; and to know who comes, they have search-
ers that inquire daily in all inns who they are that
arrive, what is their religion, and how long they in-
tend to stay? :

But, before I go further, I conceive it will not be
improper to say something of the commodities, as
well as of the people, of France. What it abounds
_m most, of its own productlon, is, :many sorts of
lasting and wholesome wines, excellent cyder, and
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perry, good store of corn and cattle, to suffice
themselves ; as also, of coarse ¢loths, made about
Berry, a great work country, but none for trans-
portation ; their horses are trussed and big boned,
something finer than those of Flanders, fitter for
loads than for the saddle, which makes them so prize
those of England and Spain. Pacers they have none,
nor are they necessary, where they travel so easily,
seldom going faster than at a long rake, betwixt
& trot and foot pace, which they call le grand pas.

Their fuel is most usually wood, and charcoal.
Sea coal they have in some places from England ;
the meaner sort burn stubble and furze.

As to the people, they are very ingenious in im-
proving what their country affords by manufac-
ture, in exchange of which, and their wines, they
have all foreign commodities brought them, the
reason why they less addict themselves to navigation.

The French are hearty feeders, eating four meals
a day, usually at their dinners on boiled meat, and
suappers roast. The quality of their diet is much
the same with ours; the ssme sorts of fish and
fowl, with addition only improved by their cookery
and sauces, in which certamly they excel wus.

The commonalty live much on roots, selads, gar-
hick, and such like.

The gentry there seldomn live in the eountry, or
when they do, it is for recruit, which makes them
live very sparingly as to their bellies, to clap it on
their backs when theyretarn to a good town, wlhiere,
howsoever they fare, they wilk be fiwe.

The inns are wsuelly well provided with victuals,
but thte rooms inconvexient, keving twoor three beds
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a-piece, bare walls, coarse linen, which to procure
clean is a favour ; the meat you either pay for at so
much a-head, or agree for before it be dressed.

The gentry are well bred, but no scholars, being
usually taken from their studies at about fourteen,
then put into the academy to learn their exercises,
as fencing, dancing, music, riding the great horse,
and the like, and then sentinto the army, where, if
they purchase not some command, after a campaign
or two ( for the stoutest must pay as well as the rest)

-they return to such employments as then' friends
prepare for them elsewhere.

This way of breeding, as also the familiar con-
werse allowed them with their parents from their
childhood, trains them up to a great confidence,
which often puts an handsome gloss upon mean
parts, till further familiarity discover that they are
the best to the outward. |

Whereas titles used to be adherent to lands, so
now lands are to titles ; any gentleman that is owner
of a piece of a manor, qualifying himself and
children Counts, Viscounts, or Barons of the same,
though it was never erected into that quality.

Such as are designed for the church are brought
up another way, and find good preferment in some
bishop’s see, abbey, priory, or convent; into the
best of which, persons of the best quality, not parts,

-are commonly chosen.

Trading in France both procures and forfeits
gentility : persons that have got good estates easily
obtaining being emnobled by the king at cheap
rates; when at the same time a gentleman born, is
thought to degrade himself by traffic ; and yet the
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best of them, in plentiful years, play the vintner,
setting “l; huts at their gates, and selling a farthing’s
worth of wine to passengers. -

The women are rather subtle than chaste, inte-
ressed than virtuous; a great itch to be well clad ;
sometimes occasioning the neglect of one part te
adorn the rest. In fine, the French are generally
soon gained, and soon lost ; good company, but bad
friends ; unable to keep a secret, and had rather lay
their hands on their swords for you, than on their
purse ; they have more of airy than solid, and at-.
tempt better than they perform, so that it may pro-
perly enough be said of them, as Tacitus said of the
Britons in his time, In deposcendis periculis eadem
audacia; in detractandis ubi advenere eadem for-

mido.
e —

OF SWITZERLAND.

From Geneva we weot through Switzerland for
Italy: the first place of note we came to in that.
country, was Rolle, where we lay October the 23rd.
But before I go further, give me leave to say some-
thing of that commonwealth, consisting of thirteen
cantons or provinces: Zurich, Berne, Lucerne, Uran,
Glauris, Schwytz, Bazil, Friburg, Selothurn; Shauff-
‘hausen, Appensol, Underwalt, Zugh. Switzerland,
or Helvetia, hath ever been a member of the empire,
under the Romans, the French, and the Germans,
till about the time it came to the House of Aus-
tria; oppressed by the tyranny of the governors
thereof, their cantons entered into a league to de-
fend their liberties against Leopold, Archduke of
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Austria, whom they overthrew in battle, in the
year 1315 : the rest perceiving this, by degrees fell
into the same confederacy with them, routed out
the families of gentlemen, and laid the foundation
of the same free estate that they enjoy at this day.

Each canton is, as it were, a little republic of it-
self; hath public magistrates to lay impositions upon
such commodities as are liable to pay them, as salt,
corn, and wine, which, first put into the treasury,
is afterwards expended either upon the private or
public account, whereto every canton contri!)utes,'
according to their proportion.

Though Zurich be allowed the first ¢anton for
order sake, being the usual place of residence for am-
bassadors, and is first acquainted with foreign mat-
ters to communicate themto the rest, and the like ; yet
the cantons admit of no superiority one above another.
Each has its particular council, or senate, where
their private concerns are adjudged and regulated,
and such elected as are sent to the general senate,
where all matters, such as peace, war, leagues, and
such affairs, are carried by voices, no canton having
more one than another. - '

The cantons are not tied to observe the customs
of each other, except they freely embrace them. -But
the laws they proceed and judge by are decrees and
statutes agreed to at their general councils, which
they inviolably keep.

In Lucerne, thelaw of retributionisoften followed,
where an arm pays for anarm, an eye for an eye, and
life for life, though the mischief be done (se defen-
dendo) except the party fly; nor can the private
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senate of the canton allow his return till satisfactior
be given to the next of kin.

Four of these cantons, and the most considerable,
Zurich, Berne, Shaffhausen, and Bazil, are protes-
tants; Zugh, Glaris, and Appensol mixt; the rest
Romanists.

Butto my journey.—From Rolle wehad fourhours:
to Lozannen ( for so they reckon in that country, not
by leagues but hours, as do the Germans ), where we
left the Lake of Geneva, and at night reached Mis-
den, in the canton of Berne.

The next day, being the 26th, we went through a
champaign country, and in nine bours arrived at
Morat, a little compact town, half of it within the
canton of Berne, and half within thatof Friburg. It
has a govermor that continues his office six years;
‘which expired, his successor must be of the other
canton. It almost joins upon a lake which Charles:
Duke of Burgundyswam on horseback (overcome by
the Switzers) to save himself ; and, as the story gaes,
his harse not only carried him, but baled his page,
who, resalving to follow his master’s fortuse, leaped

_ in after, and got hold of the tail, which the Duke re-

quited when he arrived on the other side, by pistolling
bim for doing that ( outof whatsoever consideration ),
that might have endangered his master’s life.
* Near to the place where the battle was fought
stands a little house, built like a chapel, filled with
the bones of thirty thousand men that there lost their
kives, . '

Five hours from hence we reached Aberge, where

we dined, and at night came to our lodging at Sole-
thurn,
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This is the metropolis of the canton of the same
name, where usually resides the French ambassador.
Here I saw a tower of great antiquity, called the Red
Tawer, which the figures upon it speak to be built
- five hundred years before the birth of our Saviour.
Thus far the language of the country was a corrupt
French mixed with Dutch, but here they began to
speak clear High Dutch. The nextday showed us a
fair level country, well wooded. We dined at Hux-
burgh, and lodged at Airow, situated on the river
Air. '
The next day we ‘haited at Mellinger, where the
first stsoke was struck in the late ended war betwixt
the papists and protestants. The ground of the quar-
rel was this: some papists turning protestants not far:
from this place, had their goods detained from them,
by the Romanists of the parish laying elaifn to them
by a law they pretend to have there, that when any .
amongst them alter their religion, they forfeit their
goods. The converts not content with this, assisted
with their party, required restitution, which being
denied them, first occasioned a quarrel in the town,
which afterwards, espoused by the whole country,
ended in six months time with the loss of five or six
thousand men, wherein the protestants came to the
worse. .

Four leagues, from Mellinger we came to Zurich,
the metropolis of the principal canton, a fair well-
built town, standing upon a lake of the same name,
much after the manner of Geneva. and Constance,
which three are the only towns so seated in the Chris-
tian world, at the ends of three famous lakes, where
contracting themselves, they fall into rivers.
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The streets are large, and beautified with sevéral
churches, especially three built cathedral-wise.

The river divides the town into two parts, and hath
over it three bridges. On the far side we see the
arsenal, anexcellent store-house of ammunition and
arms, both offensive and defensive, sufficient, as they
told us, to arm fifteen thousand men cap-a-pie; be-
sides which, every citizen of rank is allowed to keep
arms in his house for four men.

" Here they showed us the coat worn by Charles
Duke of Burgundy the day they overcame him and
killed him inbattle, and the great basket-hilted sword
of William Tell, who, though but an obscure person,
was the occasion of the liberty of his country; the
manner thus (as goeth the story) : ‘

- One of the lieutenants under the Archduke of Aus-—
tria (amongst other ridiculous insolencies practised
upon the natives ) commanded that his helmet erected
upon a pike, should be reverenced by such aspassed
by it, which this Tell refused to do, whereof the go-
vernor being advertised, sent for him, enjoining him
for punishment, to take off an apple with an arrow
laid upon the head of his child, or die, which it seems
he had the fortune to do ; but a second arrow being
discovered under his coat, and being asked his reason
of bringing it, hereplied, © Withintention of shooting
the deputy with that, if he had harmed his child with
‘the other ;” whereupon he wasclapped inprison, from
whence afterwards escaping, so many resorted to him
that he assailed the deputy, and first appeared in the
purchase of that liberty, which more considerable
persons afterwards perfected.

There they have a common cellar and granary,
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_there they keep their reserve in case of dearth or
. scarcity, what it seems they have often suffered under
in this country. The cellar there is usually stored
with six thousand annes of wine, every anne contain-
ing one hundred and twenty pottles. The pipes that
hold it are of a vast size, some of them receive three
hundred and seventy-five annes a piece. The butler,
to draw us.a taste of it, took pains to go up a ladder
of near twenty staves, to very ill purpose; for I
thought it the worst I ever drank. - There I tasted
wine of thirty years old, or rather vinegar, and saw
corn in their granary of a hemdred. .
Here resided at this time the English and Venetian
ambassadors. . He from' England was named Pell,-
and had been two years resident from Cromwell ; &
- strange unknown person, not unsuiting the people he
was sent to, nor the master he came from. They are
here so strict in their religion, they suffer not the Ve-
netian ambassador to hear mass in his own house, nor
nearer it than at two leagues distance from the town.
- Hitherto we had very tolerable way from Geneva,
much of it through large corn-fields,. vineyards,
and woods ; but now, drawing near the Alps, we be-
gan to find the country more barren and mountainous.
Mr. Pell told me that at Zurich he could see snow
out of his window, upon neighbouring hills to the
- town; all summer long, ' ' .
Having staid a day at Zurich, we took boat the
next, intending for Laken, twelve leagues off, a small
town seated at the end of the lake, over which we saw
a narrow bridge of planks eight hundred paces in
length, called the bridge of Rabsveld.
Three hours further we came to Weizen on horse-
_ B
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back, and in the afternoon embarked upon another:

lake of the same name with the town, which at night
brought usto Wallenstaff. From Wallenstaff we had

very ill way (amongst hills covered with snow) to ~ °

the town where we dined, called Regats; and in two
hours from thence we passed the famous river of
Reines, where it was not above half a yard deep nor
eight yards over, within a mile of its first spring.

This river separates Switzerland from Reetia, or
the country of the Grisons, which lies much among
the Alps, :

Retia is a commonwealth of itself, governed much
after the same manner as that of Switzerland, being
- with it joined in a perpetual league and friendship
since the year 1498. The first canton is called Liga
Grisa, or the Upper League ; the second, Liga cas
" di Dio, or that of the House of God; the third,
' Liga delle Diex Communitate, or that of the Ten
Communities; of which it consists.

In three hours after we had passed the Reine we
arrived at Chur, the first town of this country, and
indeed the only walled town af all the cantons, the
rest being sufficiently fortified by nature amongsk
those craggy hills where they lie scattered.

The houses here are most of them of free-stone,
and two stories high, much surpassing those in other:
towns in these parts, where they seldom exceed one,
with windows not above a foot square, lest too
much air should enter to cool their stoves. A

This town is situated at the foot of a great hill, a
little river passing through it. On one side is the.
bishop’s bouse, and an antient church. Near to these
a great number of houses surrounded with a wall
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called the Bishopric, where the Romanists are only
allowed to live, the rest of the mhabltants being re-
—~ formists. ' . .

% They hold that the first person that converted that
country frompaganism to christianity wasone Lucius,
an Englishman, in commemoration of whom there is
a chapel,long since built on the side of the hill, where
‘once a year theygo inprocession to pay their devotions.
From Chur we had ten hours to Borgon, where we

" rather chose to lie upon benches than in nasty beds.
Here they began to. speak a corrupt Italian mixed
~with Dutch. It stands at the foot of one of the
bighest Alps, called Albula. We werea greatpart of

" the next morning climbing of it ; when we arrived at

the top we happily found not much snow, and better
weather, but the descent very dangerous and slippery, -

~ having lately thawed and frozen the night before, so
that the passage was a continual ice, steep withal, and
not a yard broad in some places. On the left hand

~ of the way was the rise of the hill, on the right asteepr
descent, and so armed with the points of rocks, that
some laden mules falling down not long before we
_passed, were broken in several pieces ere they came
to.the bottom. Here Mr. Berry, of our eompany, not
willing tolight as the rest did, felldown,horseandall ;

~ where be had certainly perished, had he not miracu-
lously stopped upon a great stone ere he fell two
yards, ‘which saved them both fr'pm much harm. In
seven hours we passed this hill, and about two in the
afternoon came to Lepante, where we refreshed our-
selves, and in three hours more came safe ta our lodg-
mg at Pontrazin, a very mean one, seated at the foat
of the mountain Bellina. The next day we found this

2 »
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more easy than that of Albula; the passage less steep;
the descent slippy, but not so narrow. On the top of'
it we passed a’large plain three leagues in compass,
and within it three large lakes.  We overcame this
hill in six bours, dined at Posiagore, and lodged at -
Madonna di Tyrano.  This is the first town within
Valtalin, so called quasi vallis tellina, though no
spacious country, yet populousand fruitful, much of
it subject to the Grisons, the rest to the Spaniards:
there grows a sort of sweet dark-coloured wine, not
unlike Muscadine, esteemed throughout Italy and
Switzerland. - The hillsare well covered with wood,
especially ‘pine trees; the seeds of the apples are as
_ large as hazel-nuts, containing a kernel much tasted
Jike them ; those woods abound with wild beasts, such
as boars, goats, bears, wolves, roes, and red deer.

But here a word or two of the Swiss. 'That they
came originally from the Gauls, was the opinion in
Cmsar’s time, for he says,-that they éxceed the rest
of the Gauls in deeds of arms. Suetonius also calls
them Gens Gallica turbidi ingenii,an unquiet or trou-
blesome sort of French, which two characters of stout
and boisterous may not unfitly be applied to them at
this day. Besides this, they are believed very faithful
and trusty, which reputation ( with that of their cou-
rage ) prefers them before others to the service of
the Pope, theKing of France, and manyother princes,
as guards to their persons, and soldiers in their wars.
But this fidelity is no longer binding than they are
well paid, believing it no defamation of a true mer-
cenary to mutiny for his pay, which gave rise to the
proverb, point d’argent, point de Swisse ; no pay no
Swiss,
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“They are of little stature, spread and strong,""fair,
‘hardy and inared to labour from their infancy; they
never change their mode, which 1is .great trunk ‘
breeches, slashed and laced with silk lace, the lining
of some coloured stuff appearing underneath ; they
‘have doublets with long skirts and bonnets, for in
towns the hats are forbidden. :

What gentlemen may except from democracy suf-
ficiently appears in this, where there is none left that
.dare pretend to a better quality, one than another.
A person of quality I met with at Chur, of that coun-
~ 4ry, assured me, that theugh his ancestors had been
‘barons, and himself seised of a good estate, as also of
a castle which had formerly the privilege of a county
palatine, he was forced Lo comply and associate him-
self with the meanest peasaits, to avoid the jealousy
~ and prejudice of his neighbours. _
~ 'The best man in the town is commonly mine host,
and should a traveller think himself imposed upon, or
notoriously cheated in his reckoning, as strangers com-
monly are there, and go to complain to the chief ma-
gistrate, he would find his host the first man on the
bench. They drink excessively, and the greatest af-
front you cando them isnot topledgethem, Theirfes-
tivals last whole days, none rising except it be for eva-
cuation, till they be taken up. .They lie betweentwo
feather beds, and use no hearths, but stoves. Their
women are esteemed chaste, the coldness of the
country rather inclining them to good fellowship than
venery, which may be some reason why their country
is most clear of the French pox, though others impute
it to some occult quality in the air.

The first canton that disclaimed the papacy was
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Zurich. Occasio fuit (says my author) indignatio
ex eo concepta, quod incolis stipendia que sibi é papd
Julio secundo debers asserebant, non fuissent nume-
rata. Zuinglio Iratis faces subdente, anno 1528,
26 Januar., Missam per totum suumterritorium abo-
Jeverunt; in cyjus locum Cenam substituerunt. This
Zuinglius was a minister, a great promoter of the
opinion of Luther, at Zurich, where he was not only
allowed their chief as to spirituals, but also of their
army, till he was killed in the field, in the year 1530.
In Reetia libprum est unicuique pro arbitrie vivere,
amongst the Grisons every man enjoys liberty of con-
science ; their first revolt from the see of Rome, was
aboutone hundred and twenty yearssince ; Paulus, se-
cretary to Maximilian the emperor, being bishop of
Chur, against whom they rose up in arms, and forced
him to sign this article: Quéd tote regioni Protes-
tantis, Religionis exercitium permittéret,

~ 'The first endeavours of these converts were to per~
suade the people of Valtalina, at that time their sub-
jects, to embrace their opinion; to that purpose
erecting schools, and sending mibisters for the instruc-
tion both of the young and old, which the Valtalinians
not approving of, and not openly able o oppose, rose
by general consent in one day, and barbarously cut the
throats of all the protestants amongst them ; throw-
ing themselves upon it into the protection of the
governor of Milan, for the Catholic King, to which
the Grisons making the French a party, that by this
means was shut out of his usual passage into Italy, .
made it the ground of a long war; so much easier is
. it to conquer the body than the mind.

From Tyrano our way lay through the country
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where grows that excellent wine of Valtalina, till we
came to the last of the Alps, called La Briga, not so
high as the two former, yet as steep, and the passage
withal so slippy and narrow, that we were forced in
places to creep upon eur hands and knees ; this took
us three hours geing up. At the top we found a le-
vel country, the descent being scarce perceptnble,
“which brought us into Italy. |
et ——— .
OF ITALY.

WE refreshed ourselvesat Edolo, a little town, and
the first in the Venetian state; in three hours time we
got to our lodgings at Codegolo.

The pext day we arrived at Bray, through the
most dangerous part for robberies in all our travels,
where the banditti, or banished (a more usual way of
punishment in Italy than by death ) subsist upon these
skirtsof thecountry by preying upon passengers. Our
guide told us he had been thrice set upon in this place,
never escaping without some of his company enther
killed or rebbed.

Some days before we passed, the country hereabout
had risen by general consent, to suppress near a hun-
dred of them in a company ; they met at a bridge
which the banditti desperately made good against
fifteen times their number, till they were all either
killed or taken, but with great loss of the countrymen,
as the great quantity of blood upon the place made
appear. - :

From Bray, in five hours, we arrived at Lonex,
situated upon a lake called Lago d’Ileo, where we lay
all night. = The next day, after riding thirty Italian
miles, scarce so long as our English ones, we came to
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Bergamo, in Lombardy, a handsome large city, and
well fortified; the town stands on the top of a hill,
the suburbs underneath, beautified with several fair

. churches, especially that of Santa Maria Majorie,
where there are landscapes of natural-coloured wood
Jjoined together, or inlaid, so done to the life, that they
‘would pass for painted by some extraordinary hand,
This city was long subject to the dukes of Milan, till
in the year 1516, it came under the power of the
Venetians, as it now continues.

In the next day’s journey, of thirty-two miles, to
Brescia, the warmness of the weather and the plea-
santness of the country convinced us of being arrived
at last in Italy.

The first twelve miles was most of it pasture; the
other twenty, vineyards and arable together. Elms
planted in the furze at a handsome distance, support-

. ing eachof them a vine, which, spreading themselves
amongst the bonghs, bear great quantities of grapes, "
-without the least prejudice to the corn,

Amongst other towns we passed by, ere we came to
Brescia, the most remarkable for its inhabitants is
Valcomonica, who Thave generally under their chins
a great tumour, or sw,ellmg, hanging down from their
throat, which gives a double proportion to the face;
the reason of this they impute to the ill water of the
ceuntry, being nothing but melted snow from the hills,
which they drink with their wines.

Brescia is an ancient city, built (says Livy) by the
Gauls, when Rome was governed by kings; itis built
with brick of a round form, watered by a brook
called Garcia, or Mella, and though not great in
itself, scarce three miles in compass, commands 3
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fraitful territory of one hundred miles long and fifty
broad.

The castle stands on the top of a hil, encom-
passed with three ditches, manned by three hundred
and sixty soldiers, where the Venetian governor re-
sides, and is sworn not to go out of it till another
be sent to relieve him. ,

The best church is that of Santa Julia, built by
" Desiderio, king of the Lombards, in the year 753
"to it appertains a famous nunnery, where the sister

and daughter of the said king, two daughters of the

emperor Lotar, a sister of Charles the Third, and

others of royal extraction, have retired themselves.—

Not only the neatest, but best tempered arms are
made here, of all Italy.

. 'The day following we passed by the castle of

Peschiera, thought to be the centre of the Venetian-.
state, and the only pass from all the countnes there-

about to Venice,

Here they began to be very strict in examining our
bills of health, which, as the custom obliges in time
of infectiom, we were now forced to take. from the
officers of the towns, as we passed, to show whence
* we came. We lay that night at Castle Nove, three
miles short of Verona, where we arrived the next
inorning betimes. »

The city Verona (from Vera, the name of a once
flourishing family there) stands in a plain, near the
mountains on the south, and is computed to be seven
“ miles about, besides the suburbs, well fortified by the
Venetians, with bastions, bulwark, castle, and deep
trenches, filled with water from the river Adice.

What chiefly denotes the antiquity of the city is
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the theatre, as also an amphitheatre, built, asitiscon-
jectured, by Augustus, called by the inhabitants:
L’Arena. - This is the most entire I ever saw ; the
outside has in it many squares of marble, several
arches and pillars, some wrought the Doric way,
some the Ionic, some the Corinthian, and some mixed.
The figureof it is oval, having four and thirty perches
in length, and two and twenty in breadth ; it is sur-
rounded with two and forty rows of benches, one
above another, toreceive three and twenty spectators,
under which. there are several back stairs and doors
to pass out or in, without incommoding one another.

- Not far from this are the ruins of a triumphal
arch, erected to C. Marius, for conquering the
Limbri, near to this city.

The palaces are many ; the gardens extraordinary,
especially that of Signor Augusto Justo, for not
only great variety of plants, flowers, and greens, but
for volories of birds, grottoes, fountains, from whence
water throws itself by the turning of keys, in the
shape of birds and beasts.

From Verona, we had thirteen miles to Vlcenza, a
little well-built clty, much resemblmg Bergamo. It
stands at the foot of a hill, watered with two rivers,
only fortified with walls, There are the ruins of an
amphitheatre; the palaces are fair and numerous, the.
churches are in number seven and fifty, most of them
well beautified with modern and antient pictures;
there are fourteen of them parish churches, seven-
teen belonging to fraternities, and twelve to nun-
neries, Itisa bishoprick worth 12,000 ducats per an-
num, a great revenue in that country, every ducat

-being of about the value of our crown sterling.
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. ‘The garden of the Signor Contellalmarana is re-
markable for the stately cedars, orange and lemon
trees it abounds with.

This city delivered itself freely up into the power
of the state of Venice, after many changes of masters,
about the year 1340, in consideration of which, they
enjoy the privilege of deciding all mhtters, whether
* civil or ¢riminal, by their ewn citizens.

" The territory belonging to this city is large and
fruitful, bringing yearly into the Venetian treasury
eighty thousand ducats. Itaffordsexcellent wines of
several colours and tastes, all sorts of grain and fruits,
fawl in abundance, as partridge, francolins, or good-
wits, cocks of the mountain, a sort of fowl called
tetriones, by the Labines, or tetrices, a large bird .
not unlike a pheagant, of a delicious taste, and par-
ticular to the Alps.

From Vicenza we arrived at Padua November 13,
1656, a large city, and an umverslty, planted here by
Frederick, the second emperor, in the year 1222, fur-
nished withstudents from all parts of Europe, invited
by the liberty allowed them there, both as to religion
and other respects.

The town is situated in a large place, encompassed
with a double wall and deep ditch, watered by the
river Brenta, and regularly fortified after the mo-
dern use. '

The most remarkable place isalarge hall, elghty- .
six feet broad, and two hundred and fifty-six long,
without prop or pillar to support the roof, covered -
with lead. Over the four gatesstand thestatues of four
considerable men of this country’s production; one is
anantientone of Titus Livius. In thewallishis tomb, -



60 TRAVELS OF

withthisepitaph— V. F. T. Livius livie, T.F. Quarte
L. Italis concordialis, sibi et suis omnibus.

The schools are ahandsome pileof building, having
a square court in the middle, with double galleries,
supported with great pillars: here the theatre for
dissection is very extraordinary. '

The colleges are ten, very poorly endowed ; some
of them receive and maintain six scholars with meat,
drink, and lodging, and seven ducats to every one’

“yearly; some colleges more, some less, but the chiefest
is called Collegio Prattense, which hath twenty scho-
larships, each of them worth twenty ducats per an-
num, -

"The sciences most studied in this university are law
and physic. It is governed by two syndics, annually
chosen by the votes of scholars; one is of the law-

yers and other artists, and the other of the physicians.

Mr. Finch, an Englishman, was syndic at my being
there. Under the syndics there are consuls, of which
every nation has one. '

In the schools public lectures are read mornings
and afternoons, of law, physic, philosophy, humanity,
and frequently of anatomy. Most that pass this way
enter themselves of this university for the immunities
they enjoy thereby, both here and elsewhere in the
state of Venice. If they have a mind to pass doc-
tor; little learning procures it with as little expence,
- the greatest difficulty to obtainit being the applying
for it.

The great church or cathedral, ‘called El Domo, is
a fair structure and well endowed, maintaining
twenty-seven canons, sixty priests, besides masters of
grammar, music, . and other sciences. Here are the
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antient monuments of Henry the Fourth, King of Pa-
dua, and of Berta, his wife, as also of two cardinals.

The church of St. Agthony, of Padua, is little in-
ferior, being paved with polished marble, and hav-
ing in it several large pillars of the same; within it are
seven chapels, that of this Saint the greatest, and
beautified with excellent pictures, representing his
miracles, drawn by the chiefest men in that art.
In the midst of this chapel stands the altar, under
which lies his body, and over it stand seven excel-
lent statues of marble, wrought by the famous
Titian. This Saint died 1231, and was canonized by
Gregory the Ninth, six years after. Here are se-
veral reliques, as the tongue and chin of this Saint;
a rag that they tell was dipped in the blood of our
Saviour, some wood of the true cross, some of the hair
and milk of our Lady, with the bones of several Saints,
all which are in silver boxes, gilded and cunously
carved.

Besides the revenue of the convent belonging to
this church, the Saint himself; ( to speak in their own
phrase), enjoys a considerable income, and bas a
- great deal of plate and rich furniture, which is re-
gulated and taken care of by the stewards, or seven
‘presidents, usually called the Masters of Saint An-

thony’s Chest.

The next remarkable church is that of St. Justina,
where the order of St. Benedict was first instituted.
This is also well endowed, and abounds with plate and .
reliques', as some of St. Luke’s, others of Prosdosi-
mus, a great disciple of St. Peter’s, who converted
Padua to Christianity, baptized Justina, that here
afterwards suffered martyrdom, and others, This is
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the bishop’s church.” In the church-yard is this epi-
taph .

Adolescens tametsi properas, .

Hoc te saxum rogat ut se aspicias:

Divide quod scriptum est; legas,

Hic sunt poetz Pacuvii sita ossa:

Hoc volebam nescius recesses.— Vale.-

Besides these, there are several ehurches,f convenfts,
monasteries, and palaces, especiall y two, the bishop’s
and the eaptain’s, or prefects of the city, where they
show choice statues, pictures, and medals. . To the’
captain’s there is a cave that leads under ground,
which passes under the river. - .

Padua, after. many changes of fortune, came into:
the power of the Venetians, 1405, and is now go-
verned by a podesta, as other cities are of that state,
of which I may hint more hereafter.

The season of the year, as well as the dangev of’
travelling, eonfined me to this place and Venice
till the spring. I staid sometimes at the one, some-
times at the other, hoping by that time the pas~
sage might be open to Genoa, Rome, Naples, and
other places of note, at that time mlserabl y infected
with the plague.

The Description of Venice. '

In January we first went for Venice, down the
river Brenta to Lizafusina, twenty miles distant from
‘Padua, where that river terminates, in that part of
the gulf commonly called the Marsbes, thence we
rowed to Venice in two hours,
Not to trouble the reader with a long descrlptlou
of a city so exactly done by others, I shall enly
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say, that it stands upon several islands in the Adri- |

atic Sea, s0 enlarged by artificial fou_ndations, and

Jjoined together by bridges, that it appears no less
uniform and stately, than if it had chosen its situ-

ation upon Terra Firma.

Most of the streets are divided in the middle by
canals ; the largest of which, called Canal Grande,
is in length one thousand three hundred, in breadth
forty feet: over this is the bridge Realto, of one
arch, which is supposed to be the finest in the world ;
it cost in building two hundred and fifty thousand
ducats. The lesser streets have channels propor-
tionable, where you and your goods are spéedily
conveyed into all parts of the town, in gundoles or
“boats, having causeways on each side as you pass,
and bridges in every street for the convenience of
such as go on foot : boats are the only sort of car-
riage for all things whatsoever that this city affords,
and of greater use than our coaches or carts, consi-
dering the situation of the houses, which open to the
water either forward or backward. :

'The palaces of this city are numerous and stately,
built of stone of Istria ; some of them have coins,
or quoins, frizes, and pillars of marble, Quorum

magnificentie (says one), primatorum aut medio-

cris fortune hominum captum superare videtur.
That of the Patriarchs is one of the first, where
‘we saw some antient statues of the Roman gods,
as of Bacchus, Mercury, Pallas, Venus, and others;
as also some little couches or beds on which the Ro-

mans used todiscumb, or lie upon, quando lectis~

ternia faciebant, when they made feasts in their

temples in honour of their gods. Upon these are
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engraved certain characters signifying vows made to
the god Bellinus, formerly in great veneration among
the Aquileians, from whom these were taken, with
many other antiquities, at the razing of one of their
chief cities, and a Roman colony, by Attlla, King
of the Hunns.

The duke’s palace, adjoining to the church' of
St. Mark, is a large square, with a court in the
middle,arched round, where there are several highly-
prized statues, especially four on the stair-case lead-
ing to the gallery, of Neptune and Mars, Adam
and Eve; at the further end of the galleryisa large
room*where the duke and nobles perform matters of
ceremony, such as giving audience to ambassadors,
and sometimes the election of officers, and the like.

Here I saw the creation of a procurator of St.
Mark, a principal officer®in that state, of which
there are only nine, every one being allowed his
palace in the market-place of St. Mark, built of
stone, exquisitely carved at the charge of the state,
sixty-six feet high. None used to be admitted to
this honour, but such as deserved extraordinarily
well of the state, till its poverty, since their wars
with the Turks, made it vendible. It was said to
cost the person 200,000 crowns. The ceremony was-
thus: the person that was to be created, attended with.
~ most of the nobility, passed through the Meneria,
some streets in Venice so called, where they sell no-
thing but stuffs, gracing the passage with hanging
out the richest their shops afford, tlll he came.to
the church of St. Mark. o

. Here he heard mass, and then went to attend the<
duke, whom he found in the aforesaid great room,
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. seated undér a canopy, with four procurators on
one hand, and four on the other. After a short
speéch made to the duke ( wherein he engages his
faith and service to the commonwealth) he received
a little red velvet pirse containing a key, from the
duke, and with that his order, which done, he takes
session with the other eight of his fraternity, and so
ends. the cerémony. |

From this room we passed through two large halls,
to come to that where the great council meets, con- -
taining seventy-three feet in breadth and an hundred
and fifty in length, adorned with excellent pictures of
the most considerable battles fought with success, by
the state, as namely, that so famous one at sea with
Frederick, the first emperor, in defence of Pope

. Alexander the Third, who, before ousted by the em-
peror, was by this victory restored to the papacy, in
the year 1577 ; another, of their regaining of Con-
stantinople from the Saracens for the emperor; with
many others. For the rest of the roems, especially
.the duke’s own apartments, they are very extraor-
dinary, butas to the particulars ¥ shall passthem over.
This palace is now covered with plates of brass, the.
lead upon it having often been melted by lightning.

Joining unto it (as I have said) is the church of -
St. Mark, though not the cathedral, yet the most es-
teemed of this city ; within it are the best pieces of
Mosaic work, (believed in the world ) as the portraits
of St. Francis and St. Dominic, made (if you will
believe it ) by the direction of the great diviner Gro-
vachino, an abbot, before they were born ; the figures
of cocks, foxes, lions, &c. which they tell you are

‘hieroglyphical prophecies of the said abbot’s, con-
F
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cerning tbls state The walls are of marble, the pave-
ment of small pieces of porphyry, and various other
coloured stones: in it are thirty-six pillars of polished
marble, each of two feet diameter, and the statues of
* several saints so exactly shaped n white marble, that
they seem alive. 'To this church belong four brazem
gates. In one of the porches lies a square red stone,
on which Alexander the Third put his foot upon the
neck of Frederick the emperor, repeating at the same
time this verse of the Psalms :— Super aspidem et ba-
siliscum ambulabis, et conculcabis leonem et dra-
conem. At which the emperor replxed being angry,
Non tibi sed Petro : the pope returned, Et mihi et
Petro.

The reliques of greatest esteem here are some of
the blood of our Saviour, and the body of St. Mark,
brought hither by merchants from Alexandria, in
the year 829.. '

‘The steeple stands someﬂnng distant from the
church, being two hundred and thirty feet high, and
forty broad ; the ascent of it winding, and so easy,
that Henry the Third of France, is said to have rid
up to the top on horseback, ashe passed this way from
Poland. In an apartment joining to the church is
the treasury of the procurators of St. Mark, contain-
ing divers images of saints, crowns of massy gold, a
sapphire of incredible size ; a large diamond, given
them by Henry the Third of France; two white uni-
corn’s horns; a large urn, all set with precious stoies,
presented to the republic by a king of Persia, the
ducal cap of great value, and much more. All this is
upon the market-place of 8t. Mark, of a good length,
and an hundred and twenty feet broad, surrounded



SIR JOHN RERESBY. 67

with fair houses and palates, which correspond one
to another, arched, and open below to the street, for

_the shelter of-such as walk undemeath them in the
time of heat or ill weather.

. 'This place is usually well stored with diversity of
company, led hither either upon pleasure or business.
'The noble Venetians have a peculiar walk to them-
selves; in other parts, persons of meaner quality,
strangers and merchants, from several parts of the
world, have theirs, as Turks, Persians, Sclavonians,
G recians, and Jews; in fine, people of so many dif-
ferent languages and habits, that it is a just sarprise
to see so much of the world in so narrow z place.

Carnival quasi Carnivale, or the farewell to flesh,
being betwixt Christmas and Lent, is a time of extra-
ordinary mirth and jollity throughout Italy, but es-
pecially at Venice, which they solemnize with stage
plays, indeed no better than farees; operas, which
are usually tragedies, sung in music, and much ad-
vantaged by variéty of scenes and machines ; bull-
baitings, and other sports, particular to this place,
as sow-baiting, by blinded men with staves, till they
bait her to death; wrestling upon the bridges by
watermen, tumbling one another into the channels,
till the conquerors have not an adversary left to cast
into the water ; but this last they practise more fre-
quently in summer: going in mascara, or disguise, is
their censtant diversion all days in the week, in Car-
nival, exeept Fridays, where the greatest art is to’
find out the most ugly vizard, and the most extra-
vagant dress. If women ever wear the breeches in
Italy, it is then, with whom the men change habits ;
some persons you shall meet booted and spurred, as.

¥2
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if late]y arrived, offering you letters, which, if your -
peruse, you shall find smutty-and abusive, but must
not take it ill, all things being pardoned that are done
in Carnival; except blows. To act the Frenchman,
they go frisking to the sound of a guitar and a pair
of tongs, with a -great many yards of cut paper of
several colours, for ribbons, and bells for buttons.

The Dutchman they represent with a carbuncled
vizard, a bottle in his hand, and half a dozen at his
girdle, staggering and sipping at every step.

One fancy was a pair of horns upon the front of a
vizard, with this inscription: Hodié¢ mihi, cras tibi:
Others dance antiques, where they meet with conve-
vient room, dressed like satyrs, apes, and savages, to
excellent concerts of music they carry with them.
Some walk wrapped in a sheet, as if new started out
of their graves, bringing for news that the devil’is
dead, or the like stuff. In fine, you see almost as
many different dresses and extravagances as men, as

if the folly of thisnation reserved itself the rest of the

year to deboard itself more violently at that time.
The last day of Carnival they grow from merry to
stark mad, driving loosebullsthrough the streets, car-
ryingarmsin their disguise (whichis onlyallowed that
day) more notoriously abusing and often fighting with
those they meet; and the day after, which is Ash-
Wednesday, fall into the quite contrary extreme of

- melancholy and contrition, lay ashes upon their heads,

put on sackcloth, go to confession, do penance, and
begin an abstinence of forty days.
Besidesthoseislands whereon thetown 1tse1f stands,
there are other nelghbourmg ones, as that of Murano,
a mile distant from Venice, which, for stately build-
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ings and number of churches, appears another city.
Here the best Venice glasses are made, so much
esteemed throughout the world.

On the other side stands the island of St. Gregory,
and init is a beautiful church dedicated to St. George,
all built of marble, rich in statues, plate, and the
tombs of several dukes.

Here is also a monastery of Benedictines, to which
belong extraordinary conveniences as to lodgings,
offices, gardens, and library. .

In Veniceare reckoned seventeen hospitals, sixty-
seven parish churches, fifty-four convents of friers,
twenty-six nunneries, eighteen oratories, and six
schools. ' :
~ Inthese churches are the bodies of fifty saints, one
- hundred and forty-three pair of organs, one hundred
and snxt) -five statues of marble, and twenty-three of
brass, erected by the republic in commemoration of
such as have signally served their country. .
, In the church of St. Luke lies interred Peter Are-

_ tin, that obscene profane poet, with this epitaph, till
‘the inquisitors took it away,  Qui jace Aretin, poeta
Tusco, qui dice mal d’ogni uno fuora di Dio ; scu- -
sandosi dicendo, Ie no’l cognosco.”’—Here Aretin, -
the Tuscan poet, lies, who all the world abused but
God, and why ? he said he knew him not.

This city hath 450 bridges of stone, and 80,000
gundoles, hackney and others.

‘The arsenal of Venice is very extraordinary both’
for its structure and provisions, seated at a corner
of the town, surrounded by a strong wall, and the
sea being two miles about it. Here they have all sorts
of arms offensive and defensive, both for sea and land
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service, great quantities of ammunition, all materials
for making and rigging out of all vessels, whether
frigates or galle)s all tools useful to armourers, gun-
smiths, ship-carpenters, and such like tradesmen, of
which ’tis said there are three hundred daily kept at
work by the state. It is certain they were well pro-
vided with all necessaries ; when once, upon an emer-
gency, it is said, they prepared and rlgged forth
thirty galleys in fen days time. '
_ 'This city, as some say, was built in the year 300,
by the inhabitants of Aquilia, Heraclia, Pasania,
and other cities of Lombardy, who being driven from
their own houses by Attilus, King of the Hunns, re~
~ fuged themselves in this corner of the country, and
laid the foundation of this, since ﬂounshmg com-
monwealth '
The government is argued to be good and politic
from its stability, which never suffered any change
from its first institution ; none in Europe bemg able
to boast of the like continuance. '
It is, first, partly monarchical, having a duke or
superior governor elected out of the nobility, whose
. authority, notwithstanding, is se limited and fe-
strained, that he can do nothing, of public concern
without the consent of the senate, wherée he has no-
more but his single vote, of equal validity with that of
others, though all edicts and decrees pass in his name.
" Second] ys pa;-tly aristocratical, things of the great-
est moment being discussed and resolved on by a de-
cemvirate, or the council of ten, to whom the duke,
fifteen senators, and six councillors, are added, and
what is here agreed on is irrevocable,
Thirdly, democratical, in respect of the sepate, or
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grand council, consisting of about two hundred and
twenty-ﬁve persons of the nebility, who must be
/twenty-ﬁve years old -ere they can be chosen into
this number.

Here all embassies from forengn princes are deli-
vered ; here they resolve upon peace and war, upen
raising of monies, nominate their generals, choose
their ambassadors and other public efficers.

The manner of election is this :—the prince, seated
-on his tribunal, in his ducal robes, with the nobility
about him, the chancellor first.exhorts them to make
choice of fit officers, and then nominates the first
.competitor or suitor; to express their allowance or
refusal .of whom, they put each of them a little ball
into a box, brought to them by boys for that purpose;
the inside of one being white, the other green, but so
contrived that none but the persons that put them in
know where they fall, whereby the opposers avoid
all envy. If, upon opening the box, most balls be
found in the white division, Legitima confecit suf-
Jragia, he carries the place; if in the green, it is
vated against him, and then they proceed to the next.
. They have one laudable rule, never to reject a

man for his poverty, provided he be a noble Vene-
tian, and have parts, but rather choose such-into
places of profit, which are very rare in that state,
by reason of the few taxes laid upon the people, the
small stipends allowed to officers, and the great
charges they are at, which, usually defrayed out
of their own estates, proves the ruin of their families,
of their dukes as well as others, whose revenue is
but forty thousand ducats from the public treasury.

The goverament of other cities subject to the
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state of Venice, differs according to the manner of
their acquisition: such as render themse.lves without’
blows, as Vicenza, enjoying immunities which others
do not, as being allowed councils of their own citi-
zens, officers of their own chusing, and the trial of
. all matters whether civil or criminal, by themselves,
the signor podesta, or governor, having no more
than his single vote, as the rest of the council have.

In other places, though they are sometimes al-
lowed their own councillors and officers; yet, they
have no determinative power, but must appeal to the
‘podesta, who confirms or disallows, as he thinks fit.

The podestas are chosen out of the nobilitybof Ve-
“ nice, by the grand council, and sent to the several
governments belonging to the state, to whom cap-
tains or prefects are joined; in some places they
usually continue their charge a whole year.

The noble Venetians wear one sort of habit within
the town, a long black gown with large sleeves, girt
close to the waist,and a woven cap of the same colour,
which they rather lay upon their heads than put on.

None used to be admitted into the number of the
Venetjan nobility but foreign princes, as Henry the
Third of France, and others, or such as had done
some considerable piece of service for his. country,
till the great charge the state hath been at in their
late wars with'the Turks, made it mercenary, having
caused it to be spld of late, and at the rate of near
an hundred thousand crowns.

In the beginning of March, 1656, arrived an
ambassador extraordinary from Muscovy, who had
a very splendid reception, being the first ever sent’
from.that prince to the state of Venice.
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About the same time the Jesuits were recalled,
and restored 'to their colleges, from whence they
had been banished for having busied themselves too
much formerly in state affairs. 1 cannot here omit
mentioning the ceremonies wherewith the Venetians.
end ‘Lent. : . ‘

‘The Thursday before Good Friday a general pro-
cession was made through several parts of the city,
especially St. Mark’s place: five hundred persons all
in white, led the van, with lighted torches in their
hands, following one another in order; after these
~ came six persons, their faces masked, but their bodies
bare from their hips upwards, scourging their own
‘backs with whips, with iron at the ends of the lashes,
like the rowels of a.spur, till they bled, in obedience
to their confessors, who for some grand crime had
enjoined them this severe penance; these were fol-
lowed by the churchmen, and they by an infinite num-
ber of others, till having gone the round, they came
into St. Mark’s church, and fell down one after ano-
ther before the blood of our'Saviour, which they be-
lieve to have been miraculously preserved here ever
simce his passion ; and so went their way.

The next day being Good Friday, the duke, with
the greatest part of the nobility, in the afternoon went
in procession round the place of St. Mark, then to
vespers inSt. Mark’s church, which continued till the
hour they believe our Saviour suffered, when all the
candles, torches, and lamps being put out, to figure
the eclipse of the sun which then happened, the friers,
by striking against the benches and seats with ham-
mers, make a hideous and dismal noise, in similitude
pf the earthquake, and the rending of the temple in
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twain; which done, a deep silence gave them leave te
fall to their prayers; which done, they departed.

April the 7th, 1657, I left Venice, to go for Flo»
rence, which had all this time continued clear from
the infection. _

The first day I came to Padua, where I took horses
and aguide to Ferrara. In our waywe laythe first
night at Ringe, a little town, well built, subject to the
Venetians, and hath in it a church dedicated to our
Lady, little inferior for its bigness to any in Italy.

Seven miles from Ringe we left the territory of Ve-
nice and entered that of the pope; six miles beyond
that we passed theriver Padus or Po, and in one more
came to Ferrara. Though this city be not altogether
so antient as others of Italy, not having been built
above eight hundred years, it is esteemed one of the
prime ones in the pope’s dominions, both for its riches
and strength. Its first growth was under the Mar-
. quis of Este, a potent family of this city, under whom
. it was erected intoa duchy, some two hundred years
ago, and so continued till the masculine line failing,
it became subject to Pope Clement the Eighth, in the
year 1598, It has an university, but a mean one,
planted by Frederick, the second emperor, in oppo-
sition Bologna, '

The monastery Della Certosa nel Barco, is very re-
markable, being a sumptuous building, built at the
great charge of Borso del Este, Marquis of Ferrara,
whose body lies buried in the domo or cathedral,

On the left hand as you enter the choir of the same
church, lies interred Urban, the third pope, under a
mean monument.

The next day my comrade and self took post for
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Bolegna, thirty miles distant from Ferrara, hopingby
that means to arrive there early enough to take a view
of the town the same day, but were disappointed by
the badness of our horses, which proved such jades,
as Italian horses generally do, that we had much
ado to perform two stages, so that we were forced
to lie at St. George, a village ten miles short of Bo-
logna. .
- Thenext day, finding that way of travelling neithe
" profitable norexpeditious, we endeavoured to procure
hackney horses to Bologna, but could net, the post-
master assuring us that none durst there furnish us
with any convenienee of travelling but himself, (the
custom in those parts imposing on those who come
post on a journey o go post); and so furnished uswith
horses, that in three hours time, with much ado,
. brought us to Bologna.

' Bologna was the capital of twelve cities, which the

Tuscans were once masters of, beyond the Appenine
mountains, all which being sacked by the Gauls, and
~ the Gauls afterwards expelled by the Romans, this
city was made a colony, three thousand Romans being
sent at one time to inhabit it, After this it became
'subject to the Grecians and Lombards, till at last
reduced to suchslavery, under the faction of Lamber-
tazzi and Geremeli, it put itself into the protection
of the pope, and afterwards under that of other
masters, from whom it soon revolted again to the
pope, and so has continued ever since.

- Bologna is seated near the Appenine mouantains, in
the midst of Via Emilia, watered by the river Reno.
It has twelve gates, is two miles long, one broad, and
five in compass, well furnished with all sorts of provi-
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sions, whence it is proverbially called Bologna grassa,
fat Bologna.

~ Amongst other fruits, they most brag here of their
olives, as large and sweet as those of Spain. Here
they drive a great trade in making all sorts of silks,
velvets, satins especially.

The town is well built, adorned with 179 churches,
great palaces, and generally good houses of stone, all
arched to the street, for the shelter of such ag walk
therein ill weather. In the midst of the town stands
a well wrought fountain of marble, and in a place
not far from it a very high tower; by that another,
which stands so leaning from the foundation, that the
top overhangs the foot en one side some yards, by the
skilful contrivance of the architect.

The principal church is that of Saint Peter, adjoin-
ing to thebishop’s palace, where are the monuments of
several cardinals, bishops, and personsof great quality.

“This church has exquisite pictures, statues, re-
liques, and plate, both of silver and gold. '

Secondly—That of Petronio, titular saint of the
city, of an extraordinary size, where Charles the Fifth
‘was confirmed emperor, and received the crown of
thorns from Clement the Seventh.

Thirdly~—That belonging to the monastery of St.-
Katherine, where this she-saint lies buried, whose
nails of her feet and hands they assert to grow to this
day, as if she was living. ~

Fourthly—That belonging to the rich and famous:
convent of* the Dominicans, where St. Dominick him-
self lies buried, the shrine encompassing him beauti-
fied with three hundred several pictures.

- Here they show you a thorn, which they tell you
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was off the crown of thorns worn by our Saviour;
the Old Testament, written in Hebrew by the pro-
phet Esdras, in white leather; the monument of St.
Patriarc, that instituted theorder of preaching friers;
and of a king of Sardinia. This convent is built after
the modern use, and gne of the finest in Italy, afford-
. ing accommodations to one hundred and fifty friers.
- The university was planted in this city by the Em-
peror Theodicias, in the year 425, but afterwards
much amplified by the Emperors Carolus Magnus and
Lotario. The fabric of the schools exceeds those of
Padua. The colleges are not many, but there are
three peculiar to foreigners, one for Spaniards, ano-
~ ther for Piamonters, and one for strangers, of what
country soever. '

“Azone, writing of this university, says—.Legalium
studiorum monarchiam tenuit Bononia; and another
calls it Mater studiorum, which agrees with" the
proverb— Bononia docet.

The chief studies here are the civil law and divinity.

Having spent one day in taking a view of this city,
I'went the next afternoon with the procatzzio for
Florence, the usual conductor of passengers betwixt
Belogna and that place.
- Inthe firsteight miles wepassed twentyseveral little
brooks or rivulets on horseback. The nexi morning
we began to climb the Appenine hills, but came to
none considerable till the afternoon, when we passed
the mountain Joco, where we met with 50 great a
storm that we were forced to alight to escape being
hlown from our horses. We went that day five and
thirty miles, and the next twelve, to Florence, upon
a;continued causeway all over these hills. '



3 ‘ * PRAVELS OF

. Florence is situated in a large fruitful valley, wa~
tered by the river Arno, over which are four great
bridges in several parts of the city. It is five miles
round, and has eight gates.
. After we had entered, which wasnot without diffi-
~ culty, till they knew whence we game, and had passed:
through several spacious and well built streets, I be-
gan to think it no compliment of the Venetian ambBas-
sador’s to the Great Duke, when he told him that it
was a city never to be shown but on festival days.
The government of this city has often changed,
sometimes having been subject to the emperor, then to -
a senateof a hundred fathers, or grave persons, thenby
ten of the chief citizens elected from among the rest;
but none of these were lasting, by reason of continual
jarrings betwixt the gentlemen and the burghers,
and sometimes betwixt the gentlemen themselves, as:
the white and the black factions, (Guelfi and Ge~
bellini, and others), till at length the chief of the fa~
mily of the Medici, being richer than the rest, had so*
many of the chief citizens his creditors, that for part
of payment they were forced to allow him a superi-
ority over them, which he practised with great mode~
ration, never accepting of any title, though the whele
management of business was referred to him. This
was Cosnrus de Medici, to whom sueceeded Alexan-
der, who, (having got Pope Clement the Seventh
for his relation, and the bastard of the Emperor
Charles the Fifth to wife) obtained the title of the
Grand Duke of Tuscany from the emperer, but was
" soon afterwards murdered by his eousin, wader pre-
tence of zeal to restore liberty to his country.
Cosmus the First succeeded him in the duchy;
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Franciscus, the next, married a Venetian dame, who,
to revenge her anger conceived against Ferdinand de
Medici, her husband’s brother, intended to poisonhim
with a dish of meat, which by mistake being carried
to her husband, occasioned his death, and afterwards
her own, eating wilfully of the same, when informed
of the accident.

Ferdinand, instead of a tomb, by this means ob-
tained a throne, and was succeeded by Cosmus the
Second, father to the present Duke Ferdinand the
Second.

The palaces are numerous; the first and best is that
of the Grand Duke, built by one Petty, a burgher of
Florence, to outvie ene Strozzi, another wealthy ci-
tizen, who had before erected the then best in the
‘town, -but so inferior to this, that the middle court
would contain the other palace, and its windows carify
proportion to the doors of that of Strozzi. But the
founder ruining himself by such a vast expence, was
forced, when finished, to sell it to the Great Duke's
predecessors, who since, by enlarging itat both ends,
have “certainly made it the finest in Europe. The
outside is of freestone, wrought after the Tuscan
manner ; the stones of a vast size; the front of the
house is three hundred paces long. On one side of
the court lies a square loadstone four yards about,
every way; on the other side a large fountain, well
stored with fish.

" 'The firststory, besidesothers, hath four and twenty
chambers on 4 floor, in a right line, as large as ordi-
nary halls, the doors opening so directly upon one
anqther, that you have an easy perspective from
the first to the last; these contain the whole length



e B

80 ." TRAVELS OF
of the house, of three hundred paces, before meri
tioned.

. . The furniture was but ordinary ; the season begin-
ning to grow hot, the walls were but either covered
with sarsnet, orbare. The guardrobe was well pro-
vided with rich furniture; the hangings for one apart-
ment were wrought in pearls ; the beds, chairs, and -
stools embroidered with gold drawn into small wire.
These cost five hundred thousand crowns; all the pic-
tures in the house, but especially those in the upper
rooms, are of great value, drawn by hands. of the
most knowing men in that art of all ages.

The statues are both excellent and numerous, many-
of them made by Michael Angelo, the most famous
of our modern carvers. ‘

The lower rooms, all wrought with mosaic,  are
very spacious; and so cool, by reason of the holes in
the floors, through which the air breathes out of the
caves below, that the Great Duke makes choice of
them in the greatest heats for his apartments.

Insomebye-chambers we saw several mathematical
devices; one demonstrating the perpetual motion,
another, that.either by land or sea, if you see the fire
of a cannon, or hear the report, and desire to know at
what distance it is from you, it infallibly shows it, as
they say, to a quarter of a mile, by the knocking of a
leaden plummet, fastened by a string. against the
wood of the instrument; with many others.

The gardens on the left hand are inclosed from the
rest, where grow all sorts of flowers according to the
season.

At the two ends are two grottos or aqueducts, the
water springing out at several pipes at once.
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On another side is a mount, from whenee, within
the compass of this large garden, appear hills, valleys,
walks, open and covered, fountains, water-works
casting up streams into the air in several shapes,
groves, maizes, wildernesses, hedges of myrtle and
cypress, lemon and orange trees, and all sorts of
greens.

From the duke’s palace is a secret passage or gal-
Jery, of half a mile long, whieh brings you to. Pa-
lazzo Vecchio, or the Old Palace, so called because
therein all the consultations and assemblies were
made whilst Floreace continued a commonwealth.
There we saw many spacious roems, in one of which
is kept the duke’s plate, contained in twelve large
cupboards ; there is one service of massy gold; a
saddle given by the Emperor to the Great Duke, all
embroidered with pearls and diamonds ; rich Turk-
ish saddles, the stirrups of massy gold ; Turkish
knives of great value (for their bravery in Turkey
consists much in a pair of rich knives). In another
room was the altar in making ; which, when finished,
is intended for Saint Lawrence’s chapel; itis all
covered with several coloured stones of great value,
inlaid with plates of gold as broad as a man’s finger,
with fair crystal pillars. In the middle is repre-
sented Christ and the twelve apostles at the pass-
over. It is not finished by much, and the charge
of what is done is said to amount to three millions,
if you believe them.

This palace adjoins to the duke’s gallery, so fa-
mous for the collection of all rarities that either his
aor his predecessors’ interest or. treasure cpuld pro-.

G
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cure ; it is supported on great pillars of stone; un-
derneath are the courts of justice.

In the gallery hang the pictures of the most fa-
mous princes, both of Europe and other parts of
the world ; there are many old Roman statues, and
one of Cupid, in touchstone.

In the first room joining to the gallery isa table of
paragona, or touchstone, inlaid with precious stones
of all colours, representing divers sorts of flies, birds,
and flowers, to the life, valued at five thousand
crowns: an amber candlestick with large branches
of coral, as it grows naturally ; a cupboard of divers
things turned in ivory, by the most knowing of that
art in Germany ; a fine landscape, in needlework ;
with divers other pictures and landscapes, and little
statues, carved in a black sort of stone, and of hi-
deous shape, which were heathenish idols.

The second room, as the former, hung with land-
scapes, and other pictures of value, affords you a
sight of two pillars on each side the door, of orien-
tal transparent marble; a table, in which is the
draught of the town of Leghorn, in precious stones,
ships. and galleys in the haven, which cost twelve
thousand crowns; anebonycabinet besetwith jewels.

In the third are a couple of globes, of a greater
circumference than an ordinary mill-stone ; the sta-
tues of the twelve Casars, in a fine carved wooden
frame. .

The fourth, besides many little statues and pic-
tures, different from those of the former rooms, has
a table, made by the present Duke, of touchstone,
set with rubies, emeralds, pearls, and some dia-
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mends, joined together to represent flowers and
birds, in their natural colours ; it is esteemed worth
one hundred thousand crowns; meost incomparable
statues of men and other creatures, in brass, with
an artificial rock of mother of pearl; a man’s head,
cut out in a Turkey stone ; a nail, half of it con-
verted out of iron into gold by the philosopher’s
stone ; a cabinet of ebony, covered with agates,
emeralds, and amethysts, within it the passion of
our Baviour, and the twelve apostles;, is excellently
figured in yellow and white amber ; it cost two hun-
dred thousand crowns ; two-eupboards of all sorts of
glasses and agate cups, inlaid with gold ; in fine,
the whole room is valued at two millions of crowns.

In the fifth room is the armoury of the Great
Duke, where are all descriptions of arms for men
and horse, richly gilt, as well those in use amongst
us as other nations, both mow and in former ages.
There you see 'Turkish darts, targets,-rich seyme-
tars and knives, with all their warlike equipage for
themselves and horses ; Hannibal’s headpiece, weigh-
ing but seven pounds, and yet musket-proof; ’tis
made of Corinthian brass; Charlemagne’s sword ;
the King of China’s vest; ascarlet gown of parrot’s
feathers, worn by the women of quality in India ;
two sceptres of agate ; Turkish and Persian swords,
with pistols in the hilts; an Italian lock; the skin
of a horse, presented.to the Great Duke by the Duke
of Loraine; his mane is there yet to be seen, of three
ells and a half long ; a loadstone, which takes up
sixty pounds of iron, and a long fowling-piece, cu-
riously carved, the barrel of gold.

As Italy has produced more knowing men in the

62
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arts of architecture, carving in stone and wood,
and limning, than other nations ; so there is no city
hath so much abounded with them as Florence,
where artists, to gratify their foundress, have each
of them beautified her with some extraordinary piece
.or other, whence she is called Fiorenza Bella, or
Beautiful Florence. _
This appears both in her palaces and churches,
principally in that of Santa Maria, di fiore, the ca-
thedral, a vast church, the outside all of marble,
.the cupulo or lanthorn, with the steeple, of the same.
In this church lie buried several bishops of Flo-
rence, under but indifferent tombs. Among others
is that of an Englishman, and who was one of the
Florentine generals at the taking of Pisa, where he
. behaved himself so well, that dying, he was interred
_here, and had a tomb erected to his memory at the
public charge; his name was Johannes Acutus., His
~arms in the church window are, Or, in a cheveron
- sable, three escalop shells of the same of the field.
Near to this church is the public font, outof which
no children of this city are allowed to be baptized.
It is built round like a temple; as indeed it was,
in the time of paganism, dedicated to Mars. It
has three doors of brass, whereupon are carved or
cast several stories of the Bible. The font stands in
the midst, inlaid round with several coloured stones
of great value; near to it lies buried Balthasar
Cessa, a quondam pope, till displaced by the Coun-
cil of Constance ; over him this epitaph— Hic jacet
Balthasar Cessa, olim Johan. Vigesimus-lertius.
The second church of note is that of Maria Santa
Novella, and is nothing inferior in structure to the
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other, which Michael Angelo, the best modern
sculptor, used, for its beauty, to call his Venus.
Here lies buried a patriarch of Constantinople..

To this church belongs a fraternity of preaching
friers, who boast that from amongst them have been
chosen two cardiuals, forty-eight bishops, of which
six have been sainted. '

The third is that of Santa Croche, where is one of
the richest pulpits of Europe, set with several pre-
cious stones. The tombs of the most considerable
persons here buried are those of Leonardo Aratino,
and of Michael Angelo'Bonarota, over which stand
three incomparable statues of his own, representing
his great knowledge in the three arts of architec-
ture, painting, and cirving. The making of an
organ in this church, besides the materials, cost four
thousand crowns. ,

The fourth is that of our Lady, or L’Annuncia-
tio, the church of greatest devotion in the whole
town, by reason of the great cures this Lady is be-.
lieved to do to her devotees.

Upon shelves, almost round the church, stand
little statues, some carved in wood, others of leather
stuffed with straw, left as memorials by such as
have received health or limbs by their application
to this shrine; though superstition hath procured
better ornaments to the church, such as very rich
chalices, candlesticks, lamps, and crucifixes, legs
and arms in gold and silver, and such other offerings
for imagined cures by this Lady’s intercession. The
high altar is of massy silver, given by a rich Jew
lately turned Christian. The Great Duke being his
godfather, gave him his own name and coat of arms.
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As you go out of the south deor, stands a statue
of Ferdinand the First, on horseback, east in cannon
metal. .

But before I leave this church I cannot but take
notice of an epitaph over the tomb of Politianus, te
show how extraordinary it is for this nation to study
more languages than their own, which may question-
less be nosmall cause of théir blindness as to matters of

religion ; languages being often the key of knowledge.

Politianus in hoc tumulo jacet, Angelus, unuip
Qui caput, et linguas (res nova) tres habuit.

In English:

Politian (a wonder) here doth lie,
Whose but one head three tongues did beautify.

The fifth is dedicated to St. Lawrence, and built
by Duke Cosmo di Medici, where he lies buried :
under his tomb is subscribed—Decreto publico patri
patrie. '

During my stay at Florence died the Emperor Fer-
dinand the Third, whose obsequies the Great Duke,
as allied to the house of Austria, caused to be
solemnized in this church; the manner whereof I
have thought fit here to insert.

The whole church was hung round with black
cloth, on which was pictured death, in various forms,
intermixed with the imperial arms and crown. In
the body of the choir, before the high altar, was
erected a lofty arch, lighted with two hundred wax
torches set round it ; on the top of the arch stood the
form of a magnificent tomb, to which you mounted
by an ascent of twelve steps ; before this, the bishop,
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assisted by the chief of the clergy, sung several
masses, said many prayers for the dead, and used the
same rites and ceremonies as if the body had effec-
tually been there. The duke, and the cardinal his
brother, were here present, heard the sermon or ora-

“tion, in commendation of the deceased, which is al-
ways pronounced by some secular person, and a gen-
tleman, for the clergymen never perform it. This
ceremony continued three hours, set off with the best
voices and other music in Italy; amongst which I
cannot omit taking notice of a trumpeter, who played
an upper part in concert with violins and hautboys,
so exactly both as to flats, sharps, and measure, that
it was impossible for any instrument to have been
more just and harmonious, as he governed it.

Near this church is the chapel of Saint Lawrence,
though little, intended for the richest structure in
Europe of that kind. ’Tis now fifty years since it
was first begun, and yet not half finished, notwith-
standing that sometimes an incredible number of
persons are said to be at work about it. 'The inside
is all inlaid with stones of several colours, contrived
in different forms and figures ; the altar, as much of
it as is done, after the same manner, only the stones
are of greater value, as Turkey stones, sapphires,
&c. The windows are not to be glazed, but to re-
ceive the light through transparent stones.

This chapel is intended for the burying-place of
the Great Dukes, whose tombs and statues are many
of them already erected. ‘

In fine, the number of parish churches in this city
are forty-four, of nunneries fifty-four, of frieries
twenty-four, and of hospitals thirty and odd.
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Amongst other pleasant gardens within the walls
of this city, next to the Great Duke’s, already men=
tioned, is that of the Cardinal di Medici, the Great
Duke’s brother: the form of it is rather long than
square, graced with several rare greens, and water-
works, after the manner of Italy. On one side is a
close walk, with greens ; wherein, while you think to
walk securely, by the turning of a key you are as-
sailed by a shower of rain rising out of the ground
all the length of the walk. At the end of this walk
is a grotto, from whose sides, enamelled with stones
of all colours and shells of fish, springs forth water
in several places, as also from the top and bottom.
1In the midst of this garden is a house of pleasure,
and truly so; the cardinal here usually giving ren-
_ dezvous to his mistresses. The upper rooms are fur-
nished with fine pictures, the lower with statues and
water-works. Near to the house stands the statue of
a giant, of great esteem, being twenty feet high ; his
posture is holding a pitcher above his head with
both arms, catching the water that falls out of it
with his mouth,

Walking out of the town one afternoon through
Porta Romana, near the suburbs, we entered into a
long walk, almost a mile, planted on both sides with
cypress, and the ever-green oak, or ilex tree, but with
a sharp and longer leaf than that which grows in
England. At the end is a palace where the present
duchess usually retires herself for some.part of the
summer, called Poggia Imperiale, because built by
this duke’s mother, the emperor’s sister ; it is richly
furnished, especially with pictures and stétues, pur-
chased from Rome by the foundress. 1In the garden
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are the tallest orange and lemon trees that I saw in
Italy, a large fountain, and a grotto.

Ten miles from Florence the duke hath another
country-house, called Poggio- Achaiano, which ano-
ther gentleman and mnyself took the opportunity of
seeing while his highness was there. The house is
nothing se considerable in itself, as in its situation;
standing betwixt several hills on one side, covered
with vines and olive trees, and a valley divided
into many walks by rows of trees, leading different
ways ; one leads to a park wherc the Great Duke
had made a paddock-course, by the direction of sig-
nior Bernard Gascoigne, an Italian, who having
served our late king in his wars, earried the pattern
from England. ‘

There we found the duke diverting himself in the
morning, who, after his return to dinner, according
to his usual civility to strangers, sent us two dishes
of fish (being Friday) and twelve bottles of excel-
lent wines, to our inn, ’

Near to this house is another park, the largest in
Italy, or rather a chace, said to be thirty miles in
compass.

Near a mile from Florence, out of the gate of
San Gallo, are seen the ruins of the ancient city
Fiesole, where, in the time of the Romans, resided
the augurs and auspices, or soothsayers, who told
good or bad fortune to follow from the flying or
chattering of birds. Such silly things does super-
stition find out to feed on. According to Ovid—

Hoc mihi, non orium fibra tonitrusve siuistri,
Linguave servatz pennare dixit avis,

2]
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This city was once so powerful that it afforded a
considerable assistance to Stilicone, a general of the
Romans, in the overthrow which he gave the Goths
and Vandals, when there died of them near an hun-
dred thousand.

Four miles distant from hence stands Pratolina,
another of the duke’s summer houses, surrounded
with woods, ponds, fountains and gardens, where the
water-worksare not inferior to any in I'taly, of which,
amongst other devices, there is a long walk, from
whose borders, on each side, spring forth showers of
water, which rising a great height, throws itself on
the contrary side, and so covers the walk with water,
aswith an arch} none falling into the alley, where you
walk under the watery element without being wet.

In the wall of the grotto in this garden is the head
of a man cut in wood, and painted, which opens his
mouth to spirt out water, and then shuts again very
naturally.

In another grotto stands the form of a shepherd,
in wood, holding a pair of bagpipes, where, upon
the approach of a shepherdess of the same stuff, out
of the opposite corner, by the secret operation of the
water, he plays several notes, the little birds whist-
ling at the same time, by the same aqueduct.

In another sits a satyr, holding a pipe of seven
reeds, which he, rising from his seat, and turning his
head at the singing of an artificial cuckoo in the
wall, plays on, both in appearance and souad.

On the other side of the same grotto is the form of
a dragon, and of a man near him, taking up water in
a dish, his rising arm meeting the stooping head of



SIR JOHN RERESBY. 91

the dragen to drink, by one and the same motion of
the water, which he drinks up, and presently vomits
np again,

Here are several other fountains or grottos, which
I shall only name, as that of the Laundry, where a
‘woman statue, by the turning of a cock, beats a buck
with a battledore, and turns clothes withthe left hand
—that called La Mascara, where a woman in a mask
moves to and fro—that of Copito, where are marble

chairs, on which, whilst you design to repose yourself,

an easy pressing upon the seat pulls down a gallon of
water upon you, which, running away to shun, the
pavement you tread on spouts up more in your face.
" These and several others there are, which verifies
the proverb, that the water of Italy is more costly
than wine.
~ In the upper part of this garden stands the status
of a giant, forty-five ells in height; about him are
several nymphs, carved in stone, casting out water.
Having spent a whole day in viewing these and
other curiosities, at and near Pratolina, we returned
my companion and self to Florence the day before the
vigil of St. John, the titular saint of this city, whose
festival being observed with more than ordinary so-
lemnity, I thonght it not impertinent to describe in
this place. Four days before the feast, are made four
several processions to four of the greatest churches
of the city, where the greatest part of the day is spent
in devotion, with extraordinary music. On the eve
or vigil, in a large place before the church of Santa
Maria Novella, towards four in the afternoon, is per-
formed a race of chariots, which the duke and court,
with the greatest part of the city, come to see; the

H
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manner is this :—about forty yards distant are erected
two posts, from one of which five or six chariots, ac-~
cording to the number of those that run, start at sound
of trumpet, and being to run thrice round to win, he
therefore that has driven his course, and first comes
to the post whenee he started, gains the prize, valued
at thirty crowns; (an easy price for a man’s life)
the entangling of the chariots one with another, either-
to gain ground, or at the turn, frequently overturn-
ing them, where, if the driver escape a mischief by
the fall, he seldom doth being driven over by the
following chariots. This seems derived from the
ludus Circensis, performed much after the same man-
ner; also those certamina Olympica, amongst the
Greeks, where the runners with chariots werehemmed
in, with the bank of a river on one side, and swords
pitched point upwards on the other; only they were
to run directly, and these circularly.

‘The next day being St. John’s day, but what St.
John I know not, the duke, duchess, and prince went
to a large place before the palace or hall, attended
with a great train of coaches, where, seating him-
self in a chair of state, upon a stage raised on pur-
pose for this ceremony, he received homage and fealty
from such as hold countries, forts, or castles of him,
within his dominions, as also other sorts of tenures,
which wasperformed by their passing severally before
him on horseback, vailing a banner they carried,
being summoned, viratim, by the herald..

In the afternoon the duke, prince, and nobility,
having heard vespers at St. Peter’s church, go in
cavalcade to see a horse-race, usually run for a prize,
-a rich banner or mallio, worth five hundred crowns,
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on this day; where, the truth is, the beauty of the
horses, the number of the persons attending the duke,
the rich furniture, both for themselves and horses,
make it extraordinary.

The course is performed by barbs, through a long
street, near a mile in length, which run without any

one upon them, only little iron balls, full of pricks,

which, fastened to their backs by a girth, fall down
on each side by strings; these, by their motion rising
and falling, do the office of spurs.

The government of Tuscany, as I said, is monar-
chical, and more absolutely so than any other prin-
cipality in Italy, the prince laying what taxes he
pleases upon the people, and having always a good
competent standing force to keep them in subjection ;
of this his guards commonly quarter in the city,
which mostly consist of High Dutch and Switzers;

the rest, which are four regiments, lye quartered

upon the frontiers of his dominions, which are di-
vided into four parts, for each division a regiment,
under the command of a maistro di campo, or colonel.
Amongst other impositions, one is laid as a custom
upon all new commodities brought into Florence,
whether by strangers or subjects, even clothes them-
selves, if they have not been worn, which occasioned
a sad dispute betwixt a poor countryman and the of-
ficers of the customs, in my sight, about a shirt found
upon search in his clothes-bag, which he contesting
to have been worn, and they that it had not, occa-
sioned some blows to the owner,
~ Such taxes, with the traffic the Great Duke drives,
for_ he does not think it below him to play the mer-

. chant, and his great frugality withal, makes him, and
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not without reason, esteemed the richest prince in
Italy; of which lastitis evidence sufficient, I mean of
his frugality, that he boards with his cook, that is, he

agrees with him by the week, to provide for him daily

80 many dishes of meat for his own table, most of his'
servants being put out to board wages.

July the 15th, Ileft Florence, to see such remark-
able placesnear it as were uninfected ; and first, Iwent
for Lucca, butinmyway passed by Pistoya, formerly
the chief city of Etruria, seated in a most fruitful
valley, called the Valley of Arno, cultivated after
the manner of Italy, both for corn and wine, the
ridges of the lands producing corn, and the furrows
elms, on which grow the vines.

This was subjected by the Florentines long since,
near the year 1150. The town is little, but esteemed
rich; the streets are paved with broad freestone; the
cathedral, a handsome church, paved with marble ;
it stands twenty miles distant from Florence,

Twenty miles from Pistoya we came to Lucca, si-
tuated in the same valley, built, as some write, forty
years after Rome. It is, questionless, very anti-
ent, as appears by C. Sempronius retiring himself
thither, with the residue of the Roman army, as a
place of safety, having been routed by Hannibal at
the battle of Trebia.

The town is three miles in compass, well fortified,
having eleven large bastions after the form and pro-
portion of balvardi reali, or real bulwarks ; the terra
pieno faced with stone, and so large, that several
rows of trees grow upon it, and where the company
in carriages go out to take the eir in the evening.

Near to the church of the Augustines they showed
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us the ruins of an old temple, dedicated to Saturn,
and the remnant of a large amphitheatre.

The chief church, or cathedral, is dedicated to
Saint Martin, where the bishops and canons have a
particular grant from Rome for wearing the habit of
archbishops.

The streets are narrow, paved with large freestone ;
the houses of the gentry built of freestone, but low
roofed.

All the inns are in one street, that the demeanor of
strangers may be better inspected, they living, in this
state, in a continual jealousy of the practices of the
Duke of Tuscany upon them, insomuch, that none is
permitted to wear a weapon within the walls, not so
much as a knife, if pointed.

This city was made the metropolis of Tuscany, one

_of the twelve parts into which Italy, when conquered

by the Lombards, was divided, where Desiderius,
Duke of Tuscany, resided, when chosen King of the
Lombards, in the year 776, or thereabouts. It first
bought its liberty at the price of twenty-five thousand
crowns, which was afterwards confirmed to it by the
Emperor Radolphus, anno 1288, and has since con-
tinued.

They show you here a statue of our Saviour, which
theyhold ingreat veneration, which, in Charlemagne’s
time, they tell you was made, all but the head, by one
Nicodemus, which he being in great perplexity how
to form, by miracle, while he turned his back, a head,
with the exact lineaments of the face of our Saviour
from heaven, was clapped upon the shoulders.

From Lucca we went to Pisa, ten miles off, three
miles short of Pisa passing a mountain called after -
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that name, which divides the territories of these two
cities. 'This mountain is covered with a sweet carpet
of rosemary, thyme, and other sweet herbs, which
grow wild. ‘

Pisa, divided by the river Arno from east to west,
and built before Rome by the Grecians, was once
very powerful at sea as well as on land, as appears by
its conquering the island of Sardinia, killing the King
of Majorca, lending forty galleys to Almerico, King
of Jerusalem, in his wars with the Saracens of Alex-
andria; in fine, it was so potent that it was esteemed:
one of the four cities.of Italy. Now it is much al-
tered since conquered by the dukes of Tuscany, and
almost depopulated, the greatest part of the free-
born natives seeking new habitations in other coun-
tries, preferring a foreign servitude to a domestic one,
notwithstanding the Great Duke, to invite a resort
to it, hath made it an university, for the study of all
sciences, maintaining several professors and readers
in the same, for the instruction of youth, at his own
charge.

There was first instituted the religious order of the
knights of Saint Stephen, by Cosmo, Duke of Flo-
rence, in the year 1561. The statutes thereto belong-
ing are much like those of the Order of Malta, except
that these are allowed to marry; they wear a red cross,
bordered with gold. The founder built here also a
palace, and endowed it with lands, for the reception
and maintenance of such of this order as fell into ne-
cessity, with a church belonging to it, hung round
with the banners taken by these knights from the.
Turks. The Great Duke is the first of this order.

This city was built in a large plain, four miles dis-
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tant from the sea, though it is now eighf; so much,
it is credibly reported, the land has here gained upon
the sea within sixteen hundéed years, for there ie
a church standing to this day, four miles from Pisa,
built over a great post, with an iron hoop, to which
they report St. Peter tied his boat at his first landing

in Italy. - )

There are four things very remarkablein this town ¢ -

First<-The church of St. John, inferior to none i
Italy for the great proportion of exquisitely carved
marble belonging to it, and the font. v

Secondly—The domo, er cathedral, for the ﬁne'
statues and work about it, but especially the six
doors, two of them iron, and four brass, of a vast
size, upon which are carved several stories of the
Bible, ag exactly as if they were drawn by the pen-
cil, thouglr some say they are cast.

Thirdly—The steeple thereto belonging, built
crooked, or bending to one side from the very foun-
dation, so that the top overhangs the foundation three
ells, and yet is as strong and permanent as if never so'
straight, by the artificial contrivance of the architect.

Fourthly-—The holy church-yard, surrounded by

a great wall and porehes, whose earth consunies the

buried body in twenty-four hours; the first eight
hours it swells, the next eight it fatls, and the last
eight it totally wastes, not only as they credibly told

-us there, but as authors writing. of this place relate,

for, says one of credit—Cemiterium Pise invenitur
cinctum undique porticibus murisque pulcherrimis,
cujus terre matura est ut, inter Xx1v horas, con-

sumat sepultum cadaver.

H
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This yard, they tell you, was madeof earth, brought
in fifty gallies instead of ballast, from the holy land,
by the Emperor Frederick Barbarossa, on his return
from the holy war.

- Three miles from Pisa I passed the brook Serpe,
and twelve more brought me to Leghorn, so called,
as some say, from Ligornus, son of Pheton.

This city, formerly subject to the Pisans, came into
subjection to the Dukes of Florence, with their last
conquest of Pisa, in the year 1509, at that time very
despicable, by reason of the miseries themselves of this
city had suffered with the Pisans, their masters, in
their wars, both with the Genoese and Florentines,
till Francis and Ferdinand, Dukes of Florence, re-
built the walls and fortifications thereof, and to po-
pulate it the more, made it a sanctuary to offenders of
some kinds, provided they built houses and lived here
continually. Itisseated ina plain near the sea on the
north side, where the river Arno, running through
the town, disburdens itself: it has a very fine haven
for ships of bulk, and another for gallies and less
boats, on the side of which stand two towers, out of
which lights are hung in the night time for the direcs
tion of sailors ; on the north side is a strong fort.

~ This town, thus situate, affords great commodity
for trade, which makes it much frequented by mer-
chants from all parts, Armenians, Turks, Jews,
Sclavonians, &c.; in fine, by persons of all habits
and countries in a. manner, and the rather so, that
none are here molested for their opinion.

Here the duke keeps his slaves that row in his gal-
lies ; they go almost quite naked, save that they have
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tomething ta coven their privities; they live mostly
on bread and water, and are never allowed to come
abwoad or on shore, except they be ehained together.

In the middle of this city stands & statue of Cos-
mus, Duke. of Florence, in masble, with four slaves,
il bedss, in four scveral postures, in the full propor-
tion of men, under him: it is esteemed the best of
the kiod in Ewrope.

Having staid here two days, and received many
¢ivilitiesy from some mwerehants of our own country,
we returned for Florence through some part of the
hefore-mentioned chace or forest, sfored with several
sorts of wild beasts, as red deer, wolves, boufles,
percupines, fallow deer, wild boars, and others, and
preserved with thag care, that it is a galley business to
shaat or chase there without a licence from the duke.

¥ arrived at Florence July the 26th, where, under~+
standing that the infection spread itself, rather than
decreased, both at Rome and Genoa, in which last
place the account of the dead the foregoing week was
to the number of abeut thirty thousand ; I thougt it
, the safest way to leave ktaly, and to employ the re-
maining part of my time (designed for my stay there)
in visiting some parts of Germany, especially as f was -
desizrous to see the election of the new emperor, for
which intent the diet was speedily to assemble at
Francfort. ’

I left Floreace Jul y the 29th, 1667, and arrived at
Bologna in two days, going without any company
that I knew, save one Eaglish boy that was my ser-
vant. From thenceI took boat for Ferrara, and five
miles further reached the famous river Po, whose

H23
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swift current carried us to an antient sea-port, called
Chiosa, where it empties itself into the Adriatic Sea.

This Chiosa is now a city and a bishopric, the
see of Malamocco being transferred hither by a
Duke of Venice, at the time that Malamocco was:
ruined by an eruption, and an overflowing of the sea:
upon it.

From Chiosa we embarked for Vemce, passing by
the ruins of the said city, some ten miles from Chiosa,
which we had scarcely passed, when a violgnt tem-
pest of rain, thunder, and- lightning surprised us,
- seconded with the, winds rising and changing in our
faces, that we could neither go forward nor cast an-
chor, so that we were driven back,. as with a whirl-
wind, to the mouth of the river Po, where, not with-
out great danger, we were forced to lie out at sea for
thirty-six hours, till it pleased God to assuage the
sea, and change the wind into a right quarter, which
wafted us to Venice in four hours. There I staid two-
days to find company, which I fortunately met with,
two French and four German gentlemen, intending
to go the same way for Francfort.

The first day, being the sixth of August, we took
two gondolas, and rowed to Mestra, upen the gulph,
sevenmiles from Venice. Thenext day, baving agreed
with a guide to furnish us with horses, we dined at
Capello Franco, eighteen miles from Mestra, having
passed Conegliano, a great town half built on the top
of a hill, the rest in a plain, the first considerable
place obtained by the Venetians in Terra Firma:
here we were forced tostay till four in the afternoon:
for shelter, from the greatest storm I ever saw of
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Zhunder and lightning, but especially of hail, the
stones that fell being larger than ordinary walnuts.
That night we lay at Bassana, upon the river
Brenta, standing at the foot of the Alps; the next
day we passed by a strong fort belonging to the
‘Dutch, seated on so steep and high a rock, that both
men and pgovisions are drawn up to it by a pulley.
" We dined at Primo Lano, sixteen miles distant from
‘Bressana, within the state of Venice, near to which
is a strong fort under the same jurisdiction, which
parts that and Tyrol, the country of the Archduke of

Austria ; and here, though I know many have writ-

ten very large descriptions both of Italy and its in-
habitants, I thiok it may not be improper to give this
short account of my own observations concerning
them, as te some particulars.

Not to trouble the reader with long relations, either
as to its situation, fertility, &c. I shall onlysay, that
I found the winter as violently cold as the summer
was hot; I saw most of the canals of Venice frozen
over, which continued eight days; but of winter
there is seldom above three months, scilicet, Decem-
ber, January, and February. The heat is so scorch-
ing from June till after the dog days, that the time
of walking out and taking the air is in evenings, and
most part of the night. The time for sleeping is in
the day, in the lowest rooms of the houses, which
are the more cool, by having no other decoration
than the bare stone walls, and sometimes grates in the
paved floors, whereby fresh wafts are breathed from
the cellars and caves below. - ,

In summer - the meanest person seldom drinks his
svine without having it cooled either with ice or snow,
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‘which is preserved in ‘plages ‘mude for ‘thut purpose
under ground, and sold publicly in the markets.

Thunder and lightuing are here both terrible and
frequent, to the great prejudice both ‘of mun and
beast very often.

The country is very fertile, abounding with al}
sorts of ‘grain, fruits, wines, and muchyoil, which
‘they generally use instead -of butter, exceptin Lom-
‘bardy and in the valley of Pisa. 'There are few cat-
tle, except in Lombardy; ‘horses they have in most
places for loads and riding on; but most of ‘their
drudgery is done by mules or ‘asses, especially for
carriage,

In some parts of Italy the same acre produces-olive
and almond trees, set upon the ridges-of lands, corn
sown underneath, and vines, which climb up small
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