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DIO'S ROMAN HISTORY

BOOK LI

The following is contained in the Fifty-first of Dio's

Rome :

—

How Caesar after his victory at Actium settled matters of

immediate concern (chaps. 1-4).

Concerning Antony and Cleopatra and their movements
after their defeat (chaps. 5-8).

How Antony, defeated in Egypt, killed himself (chaps. 9-10).

How Caesar subdued Egypt (chaps. 15-18).

How Caesar came to Rome and celebrated his triumph
(chap. 21).

How the Curia lulia was dedicated (chap. 22).

How Moesia was conquered (chaps. 23-27).

Duration of time, the remainder of the consulship of

Caesar (III) and M. Valerius Corvinus Messalla, together
vith two additional years, in which there were the magis-
trates (consuls) here enumerated :

—
B.C.

30 Caesar (IV), M. Licinius M. F. Crassus.

29 Caesar (V), Sextus Apuleius Sexti F.

Such was the naval battle in which they cniiaffcd n.c. 3i

on the second of September. I do not mention this

date without a particular reason, nor am 1, in fact,

accustomed to do so ; but Caesar now for the first

time held all the power alone, and consequently

** /. supplied by Bs.
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BOOK LI

the years of liis reign are |)roperly reckoned from b.c. 31

that day.^ In honour of the day he dedicated to

Apollo of Actium from the total number of the ca})-

tured vessels a trireme_, a quadrireme^ and the other

ships in order up to one of ten banks of oars ; and
he built a larger temple. He also instituted a quad-

rennial musical and gymnastic contest, including

horse-racing,—a "sacred" festival, as they call

those in connexion with which there is a distribu-

tion of food,—and entitled it Actia. Furthermore,

he founded a city on the site of his camj) by gather-

ing together some of the neighbouring peoples and
dispossessing others, and he named it Nicopolis.^

On the spot where he had had his tent, he laid a

foundation of square stones, adorned it with the

captured beaks, and erected on it, open to the sky,

a shrine of Apollo.

But these things were done later. At the time
he sent a part of the fleet in })ursuit of Antony and
Cleo})atra ; these ships, accordingly, followed after

the fugitives, but when it became clear that they

were not going to overtake them, they returned.

With his remaining vessels he ca})tured the enemy's
entrenchments, meeting with no o})position because
of their small numbers, and then overtook and Avith-

out a battle won over the rest of the armv, which
was retreating into Macedonia. There were various

important contingents that had already escaped ; of

these the Romans Hed to Antony and the allies to

their homes. The latter, however, no longer fought

^ Dio is very careful to date each emperor's reign pre-
cisel}'. Cf. Preface to vol. i. p. xiii.

' i.e. "City of Victory." The same name had been given
by Pompey to a town founded after his defeat of Mithri-
dates. See xxxvi. 50.
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BOOK LI

against Caesar, but l)otli they and all the peoples b.c. 31

which had long been subject to Rome remained
quiet and made terms, some at once and others later.

Caesar now punished the cities by levying money
and taking away the remnant of authority over their

citizens that their assemblies still possessed. He
deprived all the princes and kings except Amyntas
and Archelaus of the lands which they had received

from Antony, and he also deposed from their thrones

Philopator, the son of Tarcondimotus, Lycomedes, the

king of a part of Cappadocian Pontus, and Alexander,

the brother of lamblichus. The last-named, because

he had secured his realm as a reward for accusing

Caesar, he led in his triumphal procession and after-

wards put to death. He gave the kingdom of Lyco-
medes to one Medeius, because the latter had de-

tached the Mysians in Asia ^ from Antony before the

naval battle and vith them had waged war upon those

who were on Antony's side. He gave the people of

Cydonia and Lampe "^ their liberty, because they had
rendered him some assistance ; and in the case of

the Lamj)aeans he helped them to found anew their

city, which had been destroyed. As for the senators

and knights and the other leaders who had aided

Antony in any way, he imposed fines upon many of

them, slew many others, and some he actually

spared. In this last class Sosius was a conspicuous

example ; for though he had often fought against

Caesar and was now hiding in exile and was not

found until later, nevertheless he was saved. Like-

wise one Marcus Scaurus, a half-brother of Sextus on
his mother's side, had been condemned to death,

^ Cf. imte oil xlix. 36.

^ Usually called Lappa.
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BOOK LI

but was later released for the sake of his mother b.c. si

Mucia. Of those who were punished, the Aquilii

Flori and Curio were most talked about, the latter

because he was a son of that Curio who had once
been of great assistance to the former Caesar, and
the Flori because, when Octavius commanded that

the one of them who should draw the lot should be
slain, they both perished. They were father and son,

and when the son, without waiting for the lot, volun-

tarily offered himself to the executioner, the father

was exceedingly distressed and died upon his son's

body by his own hand.

These men, then, fared in the manner described.

The mass of Antony's soldiers was incorporated in

Caesar's legions, and he later sent back to Italy the

citizens of both forces who were over the military

age, without giving them anything, and scattered

the rest. For they had caused him to fear them in

Sicily after his victory there, and he was afraid they
might create a disturbance again ; hence he made
haste, before they gave the least sign of an uprising,

to discharge some entirely from the service and to

scatter the majority of the others. As he v>as still

at this time suspicious of the freedmen, he remitted

to them the fourth payment which they still Oved of

the money levied u})on them.^ So they no longer bore
him any grudge because of what had been taken from
them, but rejoiced as if they had actually received the

amount they had been relieved from contributing.

The men still left in the rank and file also made no
trouble, partly because they were held in check by
their commanders, but chiefly because of their hopes

* i.e. one-([uaiter of the tax of 12^ per cent, levied upon
them a little earlier. iSeu 1. 10, 4.
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ROOK LI

of gaining the wealth of Egypt. The men, however, b.c. 31

who had helped Caesar to gain his victory and had
been dismissed from the service were irritated at

having obtained no reward, and not much later they

began to mutiny. But Caesar was suspicious of

them and, since he feared that Maecenas, to whom
on this occasion also Rome and the rest of Italy had
been entrusted, Vuld be despised by them inasmuch
as he was only a knight, he sent Agrippa to Italy,

ostensibly on some other mission. He also gave to

Agri])pa and to Maecenas so great authority in all

matters that they miglit even read beforehand the

letters which he Avrote to the senate and to others

and then change Avhatever they wished in them.

To this end they also received from him a ring,

so that they might be able to seal the letters

again. For he had caused to be made in duj)licate

the seal which he used most at that time, the design

being a spliinx, the same on each copy ; since it was
not till later that he had his own likeness engraved
upon his seal and sealed everything with that. It

was this latter that the emperors who succeeded him
employed, except Galba, who adopted a seal which
his ancestors had used, its device being a dog
looking out of a ship's prow. It was the custom of

Caesar in writing to these two ministers and to his

other intimate friends, whenever there Avas need of

giving them secret information, to substitute in each

case for the aj)propriate letter in a word the letter

next in order after it.

Now Caesar, believing there would be no further

danger from the veterans, administered affairs in

Greece and took part in the Mysteries of tiie two
goddesses.^ He then went over into Asia and

^ Uemeter and Kore.
II
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BOOK LI

settled matters there also, keeping watch meanwhile b.c. 31

upon Antony's movements ; for he had not yet

learned anything definite regarding the refuge to

which the other had fled, and so he Avas making pre-

parations to proceed against him in case he should

receive any precise information. But meanwhile the

veterans made an open demonstration now that he was
gone so far away from them, and he began to fear

that if they found a leader they would cause some mis-

chief. Consequently he assigned to others the task of

seeking Antony, and hurried to Italy himself, in the

middle of the winter of the year in which he was
holding office for the fourth time, along with Marcus b.c, so

Crassus. For Crassus, in spite of having sided with

Sextus and with Antony, was then his fellow-consul

even though he had not held the j)raetorship.

Caesar, then, came to Brundisium, but proceeded no
fjirther. For when the senate ascertained that his

ship was nearing Italy, its members Avent there to

meet him, all except the tribunes and two praetors,

who remained in Rome in pursuance of a decree
;

and the equestrian order as well as the greater

part of the populace and still others, some as envoys
and some of their own accord, came together

there in large numbers, with the result that there

was no furtlicr act of rebellion on the part of any
one in view of his arrival and of the enthusiasm of

the majority. For the veterans, too, had come to

Brundisium, some of them induced by fear, some by
hopes, and still others in response to a summons

;

and Caesar gave money to some of them, while to

those who had served vith him throughout his

campaigns he also made an additional assignment
of land. For by turning out of their homes the

13
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BOOK LI

communities in Italy which had sided witli Antony b.c. so

he was able to f^rant to his soldiers their cities and
their farms. To most of those who were dispossessed

he made compensation by permitting them to settle

in Dyrrachium, Phili])pi, and elsewhere^ while to the

remainder he either granted mone}^ for their land or

else promised to do so ; for though he had acquired

great sums by his victory, yet he was spending still

more by far. For this reason he advertised at

auction both his own possessions and those of his

companions, in order that any one who desired to

purchase any of them, or to t.ake any of them in

exchange for sometliing else, might do so. And
althougii nothing was purchased, and nothing taken
in exchange, either—for who, pray, would ever have
dared follow either course ?—yet he secured by this

means a plausible excuse for delay in carrying out

his promise, and later he discharged the debt out of

the spoils of Egypt.
After settling this and the other business that

pressed, giving to those who had received a grant of

amnesty the right also to live in Italy, not before

permitted them, and forgiving the })opulace which had
remained behind in Rome for not having gone to

meet him, he set out once more for Greece on the

thirtieth dav after his arrival. Then, because it was
winter, he carried his ships across the isthmus of the

Peloj)onnesus ^ and got back to Asia so quickly that

Antony and Cleopatra learned at one and the same
time both of his departure and of his return. Tliey,

it appears, when they had made their escape from the

naval battle at Aetium, had gone as far as the

^ In order to avoid the dangerous passage around Cape
Mulea.

15
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BOOK LI

Peloponnesus togetlier ; from tliere, after they had b.c. 30

first dismissed a number of their associates whom
tliey suspected,—many, too, withdrew a<^ainst their

wishes,—Cleopatra had hastened to Egypt, for fear

that her subjects would begin a revolt if they heard

of the disaster before her arrival. And in order

to make her a{)proach, too, safe she crowned her

j)rows with garlands as if siie had actually a

victory, and had songs of triumph chanted to the

accomj)animent of flute-players. But as soon as she

had reached safety, she slew many of the foremost

men, inasmuch as they had always been displeased

with her and vere now elated over her disaster

;

and she proceeded to gather vast wealth from their

estates and from various other sources both profane

and sacred, sparing not even the most holy shrines,

and also to fit out her forces and to look about for

allies. She put to death the Armenian king and sent

his head to the Mede, who might be induced thereby,

she thought, to aid them. Antony, for his part, had
sailed to Pinarius Scarpus in Africa and to the army
under Scarpus' command previously assembled there

for the protection of Egypt. But when this general

not only refused to receive him but furthermore slew
the men sent ahead by Antony, besides executing
some of the soldiers under his command who showed
dis}>leasure at this act, then Antony, too, pro-

ceeded to Alexandria without having accomplished
anything.

Now among the other pre})arations they made for

speedy warfare, they enrolled among the youths of

military age, Cleo})atra her son Caesarion and Antony
his son Antyllus, who had been born to him by
Eulvia and was then with him. Their purpose was

VOL. VI. C
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BOOK LI

to arouse the enthusiasm of the Egyptians^ who b.c. 30

would feel that they had at last a man for their

kintr^ and to cause tlie rest to continue the struggle

with these boys as their leaders, in case anything

untoward should happen to the parents. Now as

for the lads, this j)roved one of the causes of their

undoing ; for Caesar spared neither of them, claiming

that tliey were men and were clothed with a sort of

leadership. But to return to Antony and Cleo})atra,

they were indeed making tlieir })reparations with a

view to waging war in Egypt botli on sea and on
land, and to this end they were calling to their

aid the neighbouring tribes and the kings who were
friendly to them ; but they were also making ready,

none the less, to sail to Spain if need should arise,

and to stir up a revolt there by their vast resources

of money and by other means, or even to change
the base of their operations to the Red Sea. And
in order that while engaged in these plans they
might escape observation for the longest possible

time or even deceive Caesar in some way or actually

slay liim by treachery, they despatched emissaries

carried peace pro})osals to him and bribes of

money to his followers. Meanwhile Cleoj)atra, on
her })art, unknown to Antony, sent to him a golden
scc})tre and a golden crown together with the royal

throne, signifying tliat tIn*ough them she offered him
the kingdom as well ; for slie hoped that even if he
did hate Antony, he would yet take pity on her
at least. Caesar accepted her gifts as a good omen,
but made no answer to Antony ; to Cleoj)atra, how-
ever, although he publicly sent threatening messages,
including tlie announcement that, if she would give

u}) her armed forces and renounce her sovereignty,

19
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he would consider what ought to be done in her u.c. so

case, he secretly sent word that, if she would kill

Antony, he would grant her pardon and leave her

realm inviolate.

While these negotiations were proceeding, the

Arabians, instigated by Quintus Didius, the governor

of Syria, burned the ships in the Arabian Gulf which
had been built for the voyage to the Red Sea,^ and
the i)eoj)les and princes without exception refused

their assistance to Antony. Indeed, I cannot but

marvel that, while a great many others, though
they had received numerous gifts from Antony and
Cleopatra, now left them in the lurch, yet the men
who were being kept for gladiatorial combats,

were among the most despised, showed the

utmost zeal in their behalf and fought most bravely.

These men, I should explain, were training in

Cyzicus for the triumphal games which they were
expecting to hold in celebration of Caesar's over-

throw, and as soon as they became aware of vhat
had taken place, they set out for Egypt to bear
aid to their rulers. Many were their exploits

against Amyntas in Galatia and many against the

sons of Tarcondimotus in Cilicia, who had been their

strongest friends but now in view of the changed
circumstances had gone over to the other side

;

many also were their exploits against Didius, who
undertook to j)revent their passing through Syria

;

nevertheless, they were unable to force their way
through to Egypt. Yet even when they were sur-

rounded on all sides, not even then would they
accept any terms of surrender, though Didius made

^ The " Red Sea" of the ancients is the Persian Gulf of

to-day, their "Arabian (Julf " the modern Red Sea.

21
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them many promises. Instead, they sent for Antony, n.c so

feeling that they would fight better even in Syria

if he were with them ; and then, when he neither

came himself nor sent them any message, they at

last decided that he had perished and reluctantly

made terms, on condition that they were never to

fight as gladiators. And they received from Didius

Daphne, the suburb of Antioch, to dwell in until

the matter should be brouiiht to Caesar's attention.

These men were later deceived by Messalla and

sent to various places under the pretext that they

were to be enlisted in the legions, and were then

put out of the way in some convenient manner.

Antony and Cleopatra, for their part, upon hearing

from the envoys the demands which Caesar made of

them, sent to him again. Cleopatra promised to give

him large amounts of money, and Antony reminded
him of their friendship and kinship, made a defence

also of his connexion with the Egyptian woman, and
recounted all the amorous adventures and youthful

pranks which they had shared together. Finally,

he surrendered to him Publius Turullius, who was a

senator and one of the assassins of Caesar and was

then living with Antony as a friend ; and he offered

to take his own life, if in that way Cleopatra might

be saved. Caesar put Turullius to death (it chanced

that this man had cut wood for the fleet from the

grove of Aesculapius in Cos, and since he was executed

in Cos, he was thought to be making amends to the

god as well as to Caesar), but this time also he gave

no answer to Antony. So Antony despatched a

23
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BOOK LI

third embassy, sending him his son Antyllus with b.c. 30

much gold. Caesar accepted the money, but sent

the boy back empty-handed, giving him no answer.

To Cleopatra, however, as in the first instance, so

again on the second and third occasions, he sent

many threats and promises alike. Yet he was afraid,

even so, that they might perhaps despair of obtaining

pardon from him and so hold out, and either prove

su[)erior by their own efforts, or set sail for Spain and
Gaul, or else might destroy their wealth, which he

kept hearing was of vast extent ; for Cleopatra had
collected it all in her tomb which she was construct-

ing in the royal grounds, and she threatened to burn
it all up with her in case she should fail of even
the slightest of her demands. So he sent Thyrsus,

a freedman of his, to say many kind things to her

and in particular to tell her that he was in love

with her. He hoped that by this means at least,

since she thought it her due to be loved by all

mankind, she would make aAvay with Antony and
keep herself and her money unharmed. And so it

proved.

i3ut before this happened, Antony learned that

Cornelius Gall us had taken over Scarpus' army and
had suddenly marched with these troops upon
Paraetonium and occupied it. Hence, although he
wished to set out for Syria in response to the
summons of the gladiators, he did not go thither,

but proceeded against Gall us, in the hoj)e of winning
over the troops without a struggle, if possible, inas-

much as they had been with him on campaigns and
were fairly well disposed toward him, but otherwise
of subduing them by force, since he was leading

25
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BOOK LI

agcainst them a large force both of ships and of b.c. so

infantry. Nev^ertheless, he8 unable even to talk

with them, although he approached their ramparts

and raised a mighty shout ; for Gallus ordered his

trumpeters to sound their instruments all together

and gave no one a chance to hear a \vord. More-
over^ Antony also failed in a sudden assault and later

suffered a reverse with his ships as Avell. Gallus,

it seemSj caused chains to be stretched at night

across the mouth of the harbour under water, and
then took no measures openly to guard against his

opponents but contem})tuously allowed them to sail

in with perfect immunity. When they were inside,

however, he drew up the chains by means of machines,

and encompassing their ships on all sides—from the

land, from the houses, and from the sea—he burned
some and sank others. In the meantime Caesar took

Pelusium, ostensibly by storm, but really because

it was betrayed by Cleopatra. For she saw that

no one came to their aid and perceived that Caesar

was not to be withstood ; and, most important of

all, she listened to the message sent her through
Thyrsus, and believed that she was really beloved, in

the first place, because she wished to be, and, in the

second place, because she had in the same manner
enslaved Caesar's father and Antony. Consequently
she expected to gain not only forgiveness and the
sovereignty over the Egyptians, but the empire ot

the Romans as well. So she yielded Pelusium to

him at once ; and later, when he marched against

the city, she prevented the Alexandrians from making
a sortie. She accomplished this secretly, of course.
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since, to judge by the outcry she made, she exhorted b.c. 30

them vigorously to do so.

At tlie news concerning Pelusium Antony returned

from Paraetonium and went to meet Caesar in front

of Alexandria, and attacking him with his cavalry,

while the other was wearied from his march, he won
the day. Encouraged by this success, and because he
had shot arrows into Caesar's camp carrying leaflets

which promised the men six thousand sesterces,

he joined battle also with his infantry and Avas

defeated. For Caesar of his own accord personally

read the leaflets to his soldiers, at the same time re-

viling Antony and trying to turn them to a feeling of

shame for the suggested treachery and of enthusiasm

for himself; the result was that they were fired by
zeal through this very incident, both by reason of

their indignation at the attempt made upon their

loyalty and by way of demonstrating that they were
not subject to the suspicion of being base traitors.

After his unexpected setback, Antony took refuge

in his fleet, and was preparing to give battle on the

si;a or at any rate to sail to Spain. But Cleopatra,

upon perceiving this, caused the ships to desert, and
she herself rushed suddenly into the mausoleum,
pretending that she feared Caesar and desired by
some means or other to forestall him by taking her

own life, but really as an invitation to Antony to

enter there also. He had a susjucion, to be sure,

that he was being betrayed, yet in his infatuation he
could not believe it, but actually pitied her more,
one might say, than himself. Cleopatra, doubtless,

was fully aware of this and lu)])cd that if he should

be informed that she was dead, he would not wish

to survive her, but >vould die at once. Accordingly
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she hastened into the tomb witli a eunuch and two u.c. so

maidservants, and from there sent a message to him
from which he should infer that she was dead.

And he, when he heard it, did not delay, but was
seized by a desire to follow her in death. He first

asked one of the bystanders to slay him ; but when
the man drew his sword and slew himself, Antony
wished to imitate his courage and so gave himself a

wound and fell upon his face, causing the bystanders

to believe that he was dead. At this an outcry was
raised, and Cleopatra, hearing it, peered out over

the top of the tomb. By a certain contriv^ance its

doors, once closed, could not be opened again, but
the upper part of it next to the roof was not yet

fully completed. Now vhen some of them saw her

peering out at this point, they raised a shout so that

even Antony heard. So he, learning that she sur-

vived, stood up, as if lie had still the pover to live
;

but, as he had lost much blood, he despaired of his

life and besought the bystanders to carry him to the
monument and to hoist him up by the ropes that

were hanging there to lift the stone blocks.

So Antony died there in Cleo})atra's bosom ; and
she now felt a certain confidence in Caesar, and im-
mediately informed him of what had taken j^lace

;

still, she Avas not altogether convinced that she
would suffer no iiarm. She accordingly kept herself

within the building, in order that, even if there
should be no other motive for her preservation, she
might at least purchase })ardon and her kingdom
through his fear for the money. So thoroughly
mindful was she even then, in the midst of her dire

misfortune, of her royal rank_, and chose rather to
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die with the name and dignity of a sovereign than u.c. so

to live in a })rivate station. At all events, she kept

at hand fire to consume her wealth, and asps and
other reptiles to destroy herself, and she had the

latter tried on human beings, to see in what Avay

they killed in each case. Now Caesar was anxious

not only to get possession of her treasures but also to

seize her alive and to carry her back for his trium})h,

yet he was unwilling to appear to have tricked her

himself after having given her a kind of pledge,

since he wished to treat her as a captive and to a

certain extent subdued against her will. He there-

fore sent to her Gains Proculeius, a knight, and
Epaphroditus, a freedman, giving them directions

as to what they were to say and do. Following out

this plan, they obtained an audience with Cleopatra,

and after discussing with her some moderate pro-

posals they suddenly seized her before any agree-

ment was reached. After this they put out of her

way everything by means of vhich she could cause

her own death and allowed her to spend some days

where she was, occupied in embalming Antony's
body ; then they took her to the j)alace, but did not

remove any of her accustomed retinue or attendants,

in order that she should entertain more hope than
ever of accomplishing all she desired^ and so should

do no harm to herself. At any rate, when she ex-

pressed a desire to appear before Caesar and to have
an interview with him, she gained her request

;

and to deceive her still more, he promised that he
Avould come to her himself.

She accordingly prepared a splendid apartment
and a costly couch, and moreover arrayed herself

with affected negligence,—indeed, her mourning
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garb wonderfully became ber,-and seated iierselfupon the coucJi
; beside lier she plaeed many ima.es

of Ins fat UMv nf ,,]] L•;.,^. 1 •. , ,
•''

.
^^^"^. faU.e,, of a., Idnds;;;:!?,;?;. bos ^s T^ta the letters timt his father had sent her. VVhen

alter this, Caesar entered, she leaped gracefully i to
I.er feet and cried

: "Hail, n,aster-for Heaven hasgranted you the mastery and taken it from me

"

vnUr 'fH^ ^"", ?^ '""' y"' °^^" «=J*^s I'owVOur rarlier lf\f\lri^A .,^., „._••. •',;7.•^ you can see w,th your own eyes howyour father looked when he visited me on many
occasions and you have heard peo,,]e tell how I,ehonoured me in various ways and made me queen ofhe Lgypfans. I hat you may, however, learn some-hmg about me from him Inmself, take and read the
letters which he wrote me with his own hand "

After she had spoken thus, she proceeded to readmany passionate expressions of Caesar's. And now

wo'ui7fi; rr' ;""' "^'^^ '''^ '^'"^'•^' -"^ ««.- shewould fa 1 before his nnages and do them reverenceMe kept turning her eyes toward Caesar and be-wailnig her fate in musical accents. She spoke innelting tones, saying at one time, "Of what avail tome Caesar, are these thy letters.?" and at another,
'",',"'? ''""^ "'°" ••'«« "'t alive for me " •

:;^"n' L f
/"'' ' !'"''

t,''
^'^''"'•^ tl>ee,•• and still'again, Hut if I have him, I have thee "

Mlh?"'' *'r "T^'^i"'
°f ^P^^^>> "nd of attitudewh ch she employed, and sweet were the glances sheost at him and the words she murmured to li mNow Caesar was not insensible to the ardour of herspeech and the appeal to his passions, but he pre-

linus*^i;e"ac'epuT'"
" """ ™"'"'' -'><'-8 offered by Xiplii-

coLInlU^rfwK",,;'',:,','!"'•-^•^'• -:- Caesar, iu
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tended to be ; and letting his eyes rest upon the

ground, he merely said :
" Be of good cheer, woman,

and keep a stout heart ; for you shall suffer no harm."

She was greatly distressed because he would neither

look at her nor say anything about the kingdom nor

even utter a word of love, and falling at his knees,

she said Avith an outburst of sobbing: "I neither

wish to live nor can I live, Caesar. But this favour

I beg of you in memory of your father, that, since

Heaven gave me to Antony after him, I may also

die with Antony. Would that I had perished then,

straightway after Caesar ! But since it \vas decreed
by fate that I should suffer this affliction also,^ send
me to Antony

;
grudge me not burial with him, in

order that, as it is because of him I die, so I may
dwell with him even in Hades."

Such words she uttered, expecting to move him to

pity, but Caesar made no answer to them ; fearing,

however, that she might destroy herself, he exhorted
her again to be of good cheer, and not only did not
remove any of her attendants but also took special

care of her, that she might add brilliance to his tri-

umph. This purpose she suspected, and regarding

that fate as worse than a thousand deaths, she con-

ceived a genuine desire to die, and not only addressed
many entreaties to Caesar that she might perish in

some manner or other, but also devised many plans

herself. But when she could accomplish nothing,

she feigned a change of heart, pretending to set

great hopes in him and also in Livia. She said she
Avould sail of her own free will, and she made ready
some treasured articles of adornment to use as gifts,

^ That is, that she had not been able to die with Caesar.
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in tlie liope that by these means slie might inspire

belief that it was not her purpose to die, and so

might be less elosely guarded and thus be able to

destroy herself. And so it came about. For as soon as

the others and E})aphroditus, to vhose charge she had
been committed, had come to believe that she really

felt as she ])retended to, and neglected to keep a

careful vatch, she made her preparations to die as

painlessly as })ossible. First she gave a sealed paper,

in which she begged Caesar to order that she be
buried beside Antony, to Epaphroditus himself to

deliver, pretending that it contained some other

matter, and then, having by this excuse freed herself

of his presence, she set to her task. She put on her
most beautiful apparel, arranged her body in most
seemly fashion, took in her hands all the emblems of

royalty, and so died.

No one knows clearly in what way she perished,

for the only marks on her body were slight pricks on
the arm. Some say that she apjilied to herself an
asj) wliich had been brought in to her in a water-jar,

or perhaps hidden in some flowers. Others declare

tliat she had smeared a \nn, Avith which she was to

fasten licr hair, with some poison possessed of such a

property that in ordinary circumstances it vould not
injure the body at all, but if it came in contact with
even a drop of blood would destroy the body very
quickly and painlessly ; and that previous to this time
she had worn it in her hair as usual, but had
made a slight scratch on her arm and had dij)ped the
pin in the blood. In this or in some very similar

way she perished, and her two handmaidens witli

her. As for the eunuch, he had of his own accord
delivered liimself up to the scrjuMits at the very time
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of Cleoi)atra's arrest, and after being bitten by them b.c. 30

liad leaped into a coHin already prepared for him.

When Caesar heard of Cleopatra's death, he was
astounded, and not only viewed her body but also

made use of drugs and Psylli ^ in the hope that she

might revive. These Psylli are males, for there is no
woman born in their tribe, and they have the power
to suck out any poison of any reptile, if use is made
of them immediately, before the victim dies ; and
they are not harmed themselves when bitten by any
such creature. They are propagated from one
another and they test their offspring either by having

them thrown among serpents as soon as they are

born or else by having their swaddling-clothes thrown
u})on serpents ; for the reptiles in the one case do no
harm to the child, and in the other case are benumbed
by its clothing. So much for this matter. But Caesar,

when he could not in any way resuscitate Cleopatra,

felt both admiration and j)ity for lier, and was ex-

cessively grieved on his own account, as if he had
been deprived of all the glory of his victory.

Thus Antony and Cleopatra, had caused

many evils to the Egyptians and many to the Romans,
made Avar and met their death in the manner I have
described ; and they were both embalmed in the

same fashion and buried in the same tomb. Their
qualities of character and the fortunes of their lives

were as folloAvs. Antony had no superior in com-
prehending his duty, yet he committed many acts

of folly. He sometimes distinguished himself for

bravery, yet often failed through cowardice. He
was characterized equally by greatness of soul

1 Of. riiny, Nu(. Hi-if. xxi. 78.
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and by servility of mind. He would plunder the u.c. so

property of others and Avould squander his own.

He showed compassion to many without cause and

punished even more without justice. Consequently,

though he rose from utter weakness to great power,

and from the depths of poverty to great riches, he

derived no profit from either circumstance, but after

hoping to gain single-handed the empire of the

Romans, he took his own life. Cleopatra was of in-

satiable passion and insatiable avarice ; she was

swayed often by laudable ambition, but often by

overweening effrontery. By love she gained the

title of Queen of the Egyptians, and when she hoped

by the same means to win also that of Queen of the

Romans, she failed of this and lost the other besides.

She caj)tivated the two greatest Romans of her day,

and because of the third she destroyed herself

Such were these two and such was their end. Of
their children, Antyllus was slain immediately,

though he was betrothed to the daughter of Caesar

and had taken refuge in his father's shrine, vhich

Cleopatra had built ; and Caesarion while fleeing to

Ethiopia was overtaken on the road and murdered.

Cleopatra was married to Juba, the son of Juba

;

for to this man who had been brought up in Italy

and had been with him on cam})aigns, Caesar gave

both the maid and the kingdom of his fathers, and
as a favour to them spared the lives of Alex-

ander and Ptolemy. To his nieces, the daughters

whom Octavia had had by Antony and had reared,

he assigned money from their father's estate. He

43



DIO'S ROMAN HISTORY. \ ^^ < €\< ^)'
eSet'

16 ,. \\.
^' Tore Be, 8 .
6^^,, ,

2 . ,'
yap ^,̂ '^-,\\'.

3 iyiyveTO,

Aly7v ,̂'^ ' yevo-

4 ' ',
^ ," ,

'^. y Xoyov
vyv,, ,

5 . ^, ^,, ,'
44



BOOK Li

also ordered Antony's freedmen to give at once b.c. 30

to lullus, the son of Antony and Fulvia^ every-

thing which by law they would have been required

to bequeath him at their death. As for the rest

had been connected with Antony's cause up
to this time_, he punished some and pardoned others_,

either from personal motives or to oblige his friends.

And since there were found at the court many
children of princes and kings who were being kept
there_, some as hostages and others out of a spirit

of arrogance, he sent some back to their homes,
joined others in marriage with one another, and
retained still others. I shall omit most of these

cases and mention only two. Of his own accord he
restored lotape to the Median king, who had found
an asylum with him after his defeat ; but he refused

the request of Artaxes that his brothers be sent to

him, because this prince had put to death the Romans
left behind in Armenia.

This was the disposition he made of such captives
;

and in the case of the Egyptians and Alexandrians,

he spared them all, so that none perished. The
truth was that he did not see fit to inflict any irrepar-

able injury upon a people so numerous, who might
prove very useful to the Romans in many vays

;

nevertheless, he offered as a pretext for his kindness
their god Serapis, their founder Alexander, and, in

the third place, their fellow-citizen Areius, of whose
learning and companionship he availed himself. The
speech in Avhich he proclaimed to them his pardon
he delivered in Greek, so that they might under-
stand him. After this he viewed the body of Alex-
ander and actually touched it, whereupon, it is said,

a piece of the nose >vas broken off. But he declined
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to view the remains of the Ptolemies, tliougli the

Alexandrians were extremely eager to show them,
remarking•, " I wished to see a king, not corpses."

For this same reason he would not enter the presence

of Apis, either, declaring that he was accustomed
to worshi[) gods, not cattle. Afterwards he made
Egypt tributary and gave it in charge of Cornelius

Gallus. For in view of the populousness of both the

cities and country, the facile, fickle character of the

inhabitants, and the extent of the grain-supply and
of the wealth, so far from daring to entrust the land

to any senator, he Avould not even grant a senator

permission to live in it, except as he personally made
the concession to him by name. On the other hand
he did not allow the Egyptians to be senators in

Rome ; but whereas he made various dispositions as

regards the several cities, he commanded the

Alexandrians to conduct their government without
senators ; with such capacity for revolution, 1 suppose,

did he credit them. And of the system then imposed
upon them most details are rigorously preserved at

the present time, but they have their senators both
in Alexandria, beginning first under the emperor
Severn s, and also in Rome, these having first been
enrolled in the senate in the reign of Severus' son

Antoninus.

Thus was Egypt enslaved. All the inhabitants

who resisted for a time were finally subdued, as,

indeed. Heaven very clearly indicated to them
beforehand. For it rained not only Avater where no
drop had ever fallen jireviously, but also blood ; and
there were Hashes of armour from the clouds as this

bloody rain fell from them. Elsewhere there was
the clashing of drums and cymbals and the notes of
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flutes and trumpets, and a serpent of huge size u.. . 30

suddenly appeared to tliem and uttered an incredibly

loud hiss. Meanwhile comets were seen and dead
men's ghosts appeared, the statues frowned, and
Apis bellowed a note of lamentation and burst into

tears.

So much for these events. In the palace quantities

of treasure were found. For Cleopatra had taken prac-

tically all the offerings from even the holiest shrines

and so helped the Romans swell their spoils without

incurring any defilement on their own part. Large
sums were also obtained from every man against

whom any charge of misdemeanour was brought.

And apart from these, all the rest, even though no
particular complaint could be lodged against them,
had two-thirds of their property demanded of them.
Out of this wealth all the troops received what was
owing them, and those who Avere with Caesar at the

time got in addition a thousand sesterces on con-

dition of not plundering the city. Repayment was
made in full to those who had previously advanced
loans, and to both the senators and the knights who
had taken part in the war large sums Avere given.

In fine, the Roman empire was enriched and its

temples adorned.

After accomplishing the things just related Caesar

founded a city there on the very site of the battle

and gave to it the same name and the same games as

to the city he had founded previously.^ He also

cleared out some of the canals and dug others over

again, besides attending to other important matters.

Then he went through Syria into the province of

^ See chap. 1, H.
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Asia and passed the winter there settlinir the various b.c. su

affairs of the subject nations as well as tliose of tlie

Parthians. It seems there liad been dissension among•

the Parthians and a certain Tiridates had risen

against Pln*aates ; and liitherto^ as long as Antony's

0})position lasted^ even after the naval battle, Caesar

had not only not attached himself to either side,

though they sought his alliance, but had not even
answered them except to say that he would think the

matter over. His excuse was that he was busy >vith

Egypt, but in reality he wanted them in the mean-
time to exhaust themselves by fighting against each

other. But now that Antony was dead and of the two
combatants Tiridates, defeated, liad taken refuge in

Syria, and Phraates, victorious, had sent envoys, he
entered into friendly negotiations with the latter

;

and, without promising to aid Tiridates, he per-

mitted him to live in Syria. He received from
I^hraates one of his sons by way of conferring a

favour upon him, and taking him to Rome, kept him
as a hostage.

During this time and still earlier the Romans at

home had passed many resolutions in honour of

Caesar's naval victory. Thus they granted him a

triumph, as over Cleopatra, an arch adorned \41
trophies at Brundisium and another in the Roman
Forum. Moreover, they decreed that the foundation

of the shrine of Julius should be adorned with the

beaks of the captured shij)S and that a festival should

be held every four years in honour of Octavius ; that

there should also be a thanksgiving on his birthday

and on the anniversary of the announcement of his

victory ; also that when he should enter the city the
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Vestal Virgins and the senate and the people with «.< . so

their wives and children should go out to meet
him. But it would be quite superfluous to go
on and mention the prayers, the images, the

privilege of the front seat, and all the other honours

of the sort. At the beginning, then, they not

only voted him these honours but also either took

down or effaced the memorials of Antony, declared

the day on vhich he had been born accursed, and
forbade the use of the surname Marcus by any of

his kin. When, however, they learned of Antony's
death, the news of which came wliile Cicero, the son

of Cicero, was consul for a part of the year, some
held that it had come to pass not without divine

direction, since the consul's father had Oved his

death chiefly to Antony ; and they voted to Caesar

crowns and thanksgivings in great number and
granted him the privilege of celebrating another
triumph, this time over the Egyptians. For neither

on the previous occasion nor at this time did they
mention by name Antony and the other Romans
who had been vanquished with him and thus imply
that it was pro})er to celebrate their defeat. The
day on which Alexandria had been captured they
declared a lucky day, and directed that in future

years it should be taken by the inhabitants of that

city as the starting-point in their reckoning of time.

They also decreed that Caesar should hold the
tribunician povcr for life, that he should aid those

called upon him for help botli within the

pomerium and outside for a distance of one mile,^

—

* Literally, "as far as the eighth half-stade," vhich means
seven ami a half stades, that is, one mile, according to Dio's
usage. See note on xxxviii. 18.
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a privilege possessed by none of the tribunes,^—also

that he should judge appealed cases, and that in all

the courts his vote was to be cast as Athena's vote.-

The priests and priestesses also in their prayers in

behalf of the people and the senate were to pray for

him likewise, and at all banquets, not only public

but private as well, everybody was to pour a libation

to him.

These were the decrees passed at that time ; and
when he was consul for the fifth time, with Sextus

Apuleius, they ratified all his acts by oath on the

very first day of January. When the letter came
regarding the Parthians, they further arranged that

his name should be included in their hymns equally

with those of the gods ; that a tribe should be called

the "Julian" after him; that he should Avear the

triumphal crown at all the festivals ; that the senators

w^ho had })articipated in his victory should take part

in the triumphal procession arrayed in purple-

bordered togas ; that the day on vhich he entered

the city should be honoured Avith sacrifices by the

whole population and be held sacred for evermore

;

and that he might choose priests even beyond the

regular number,—as niany, in fact, as he should visll

on any occasion. This last-named privilege, handed
dovn from that time, was afterwards indefinitely

extended, so that I need not henceforth make a point

of giving the exact number of such officials. Now
Caesar accepted all but a few of these honours,

though he expressly requested that one of them, the

proposal that the whole population of the city should

2 That is, in case of a tie vote, Caesar's vote, like Athena's
in the Areopagus at Athens, vas to decide in favour of ac-

quittal. Cf. Aesch., Eumen. 737 AT.; Eur., Ij^h. T. 965 f., 1472.
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go out to meet him, should not be put into effect, b.c. 29

Nevertlieless, the action which pleased him more
than all the decrees was the closing by the senate of

the gates of Janus, implying that all their wars had
entirely ceased, and the taking of the augiiriimi

salutis, which had at this time fallen into disuse for

the reasons I have mentioned. ^ To be sure, there

were still under arms the Treveri, who had brought

in the Germans to help them, and the Cantabri, the

Vaccaei, and the Astures,—the three last-named of

whom were later subjugated by Stiitilius Taurus, and
the former by Nonius Gallus,—and there were also

numerous other disturbances going on in various

regions
;
yet inasmuch as nothing of importance

resulted from them, the Romans at the time did not

consider that they were engaged in war, nor have I,

for my part, anything notable to record about them.
Caesar, meanwhile, besides attending to the gene-

ral business, gave permission for the dedication of

sacred precincts in Ephesus and in Nicaea to Rome
and to Caesar, his father, he named the hero
Julius.2 These cities had at that time attained chief

place in Asia and in Bithynia respectively. He
commanded that the Romans resident in these cities

should pay honour to these two divinities ; but he
))ermitted the aliens, whom he styled Hellenes, to

consecrate precincts to himself, the Asians to have
theirs in Pergamum and the Bithynians theirs in

Nicomedia. This practice, beginning under him, has

been continued under other emperors, not only in

the case of the Hellenic nations but also in that of

all the others, in so far as they are subject to the

Romans. For in the capital itself and in Italy

* Cf. xxxvii. 24. ^ i.e. Divus lulius.
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generally no emperor, however worthy of renown he b.c. 20

has been, has dared to do this ; still, even there

various divine honours are bestowed after their death

upon such emperors as have ruled uprightly, and, in

fact, shrines are built to them.
All this took place in the winter; and the Per-

gamenians also received authority to hold the

^^sacred " games, as they called them, in honour of

Caesar's temple.^ In the course of the summer
Caesar crossed over to Greece and to Italy ; and
wlien he entered the city, not only all the citizens

offered sacrifice, as has been mentioned,^ but even
the consul Valerius Potitus. Caesar, to be sure, Avas

consul all that year as for the two preceding years,

but Potitus was the successor of Sextus. It vas he
who })nblicly and in person offered sacrifices in behalf

of the senate and of the [)eople upon Caesar's arrival,

a thing that had never before been done in the case

of any other person. After this Caesar besto>ved

eulogies and honours upon his lieutenants, as was
customary, and to Agrippa lie further granted, among
other distinctions, a dark blue flag in honour of his

naval victory, and he gave gifts to the soldiers ; to

the people he distributed four hundred sesterces

apiece, first to the men who were adults, and after-

Avards to the children because of his nephew Mar-
cellus. In view of all this, and because he vould not

acce])t from the cities of Italy the gold required for

the crowns -^ they had voted him, and because,

Avon a triumph, for the cities of his province to send gold
crowns, which were cariiod before him in the triumphal pro-
cession. By Cicero's time it was a common practice to send,
instead of the crowns themselves, their vahie in money
{aiirc.nm coronnrium) ; and this was now regarded as a form
of tribute.
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furtlierniore^ lie not onlv i)ai(l all the debts he himself b.c. 'J9

owed to others, as has been stated/ but also did not

insist on the payment of others' debts to him, the

Romans forgot all their unpleasant experienees and
viewed his triumj)h with pleasure, quite as if the

vanquished had all been foreigners. So vast an
amount of money, in fact, circulated through all parts

of the city alike, that the price of goods rose and
loans for which the borrower had been glad to pay
twelve per cent, could now be had for one third that

rate. As for the triumph, Caesar celebrated on the

first day his victories over the Pannonians and Dal-

matians, the lapydes and their neighbours, and some
(jcrmans and Gauls. For Gaius Carrinas had sub-

dued the Morini and others who had revolted Avith

them, and had repulsed the Suebi, who had crossed the

Rhine to wage war. Not only did Carrinas, therefore,

celebrate the triumph,—and that notwithstanding

that his father had been put to death by Sulla and
that he himself alon«: with the others in like con-

dition had once been debarred from holding office,

—

but Caesar also celebrated it, since the credit of the
victory properly belonged to his position as supreme
commander. This was the first day's celebration.

On the second day the naval victory at Actium was
commemorated, and on the third the subjugation of

Egypt. Now all the processions proved notable,

thanks to the spoils from Egypt,— in such quantities,

indeed, had spoils been gathered there that they
sufficed for all the processions,—but the Egyptian
celebration surpassed them all in costliness and mag-
nificence. Among other features, an effigy of the
dead Cleopatra upon a couch was carried by, so that

1 Cf. chap. 17, 8.
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in :i way slie, too, together with tiie other captives

and with her children, Alexander, called also Helios,

and Cleopatra, called also Selene, was a part of the

spectacle and a troj)hy in the procession. After

this came Caesar, riding into the city behind them
all. He did everything in the customary manner,
except that he permitted his fellow-consul and the

other magistrates, contrary to precedent, to follov

him along with the senators who had participated in

the victory ; for it was usual for such officials to

march in advance and for only the senators to

follow, 1

After finishing this celebration Caesar dedicated

the temple of Minerva, called also the Chalcidicum,

and the Curia lulia, which had been built in honour
of his father. In the latter he set up the statue of

Victory which is still in existence, thus signifying

probably that it was from her that he had received the

empire. It had belonged to the peoj)le of Tarentum,
whence it Avas now brought to Rome, placed in the

senate-chamber, and decked with the spoils of Egypt.

The same course was followed in the case of the

shrine of Julius Avhich Avas consecrated at this time,

for many of these spoils vere placed in it also ; and
others were dedicated to Ju|)iter Capitolinus and to

Juno and Minerva, after all the objects in these

temples which were supposed to have been placed

there previously as dedications, or were actually

dedications, had by decree been taken down at this

time as defiled. Thus Cleopatra, though defeated and
captured, was nevertheless glorified, inasmuch as her

* The custom was for the magistrates to issue from the
city to meet the victorious general, and then to turn and
nuirch ahead of him. Octavius, b}• putting them behind him,
Bvmbolized his position as chief citizen of the state.
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adornineiils re[)()sc as dcdicalions in our temples and n.c. 2y

she herself is seen in gold in the sin'ine of V^eniis.

At the consecration of tiie shrine to Julius there

were all kinds of contests, and the boys of the

patricians performed the equestrian exercise called

*^Troy/' and men of the same rank contended with

chargers, with pairs, and with four-horse teams

;

furthermore, one Quintus Vitellius, a senator, fought

as a gladiator. Wild beasts and tame animals were

slain in vast numbers, among them a rhinoceros and

a hippopotamus, beasts then seen for the first time

in Rome. As regards the nature of the hippopotamus,

it has been described by many and far more have

seen it. The rhinoceros, on the other hand, is in

general somewhat like an elephant, but it has also a

horn on its very nose and has got its name because of

this. These beasts, accordingly, were brought in, and

moreover Dacians and Suebi fought in crowds with

one another. The latter are Germans, the former

Scythians of a sort. The Suebi, to be exact, dwell

beyond the Rhine (though many peo})le elsew'here

claim their name), and the Dacians on both sides of

the Ister ; those of the latter, however, who live on

this side of the river near the country of the Triballi

are reckoned in with the district of Moesia and are

called Moesians, except by those living in the

immediate neighbourhood, while those on the other

side are called Dacians and are either a branch of

the Getae or Thracians belonging to the Dacian race

that once inhabited Rhodope. Now these Dacians

had before this time sent envoys to Caesar ; but

VOL. VI. F
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when they obtained none of tiieir requests, tliey went

over to Antony. I'liey proved of no great assistance

to him, however, owing to strife among themselves,

and some who were afterwards captured were now
matched against the Suebi. The Avhole spectacle

lasted many days, as one would expect, and there

was no interruption, even though Caesar fell ill, but

it was carried on in his absence under the direction

of others. On one of the days of this celebration

the senators gave banquets in the vestibules of their

several homes ; but what the occasion was for their

doing this, I do not know, since it is not recorded.

These were the events of those days. And while

Caesar was still in his fourth consulship, Statilius

Taurus both constructed at his own expense and

dedicated with a gladiatorial combat a hunting-

theatre of stone ^ in the Campus Martius. Because

of this he was permitted by the people to choose one

of the ])raetors each year.

During the same period in which these events

occurred Marcus Crassus was sent into Macedonia and

Greece and carried on war with the Dacians and
Bastarnae. I have already stated the former were

and why they had become hostile ; the Bastarnae, on

the other hand, who are properly classed as Scythians,

had at this time crossed the Ister and subdued the

part of Moesia opposite them, and afterwards sub-

dued the Triballi who adjoin this district and the

Dardani who inhabit the Triballian country. And as

long as they were thus engaged, they had no trouble

^ This was the first stone amphitheatre in Rome.
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with the Romans ; but when tliey erossed Haemus b.c. 2P

and overran the part of Thrace belonging to the

Dentheleti, which was under treaty with the Romans,

then Crassus, partly to defend Sitas, king of the

Dentheleti, who was blind, but chiefly out of fear for

Macedonia, went out to meet them. By his mere

approach he threw them into a panic and drove them
from the country without a battle. Next he pursued

them as they were retiring homeward, gained pos-

session of the region called Segetica, and invading

Moesia, ravaged the country and made an assault upon

one of the strongholds. Then, although his advance

line met with a repulse when the Moesians, thinking

it an isolated force, made a sortie, nevertheless, when
he reinforced it with his Avhole remaining army, he

hurled the enemy back and besieged and destroyed

the place. While he was accomplishing this, the

Hastarnae checked their flight and halted near the

Cedrus ^ river to observe what would take place. And
when, after conquering the Moesians, Crassus set out

against them also, they sent envoys bidding him not

to pursue them, since they had done the Romans no

harm. Crassus detained the envoys, on the })lea that

he would give them their answer the following day,

treated them kindly in various ways, and made them
drunk, so that he learned all their plans ; for the

whole Scythian race is insatiable in the use of wine

and quickly becomes sodden with it. Meanvhile
Crassus moved forward into a forest during the night,

stationed scouts in front of it, and halted his army
' The spelling is unceilain ; the forms Cebrus, Cibius, and

Ciabrua are also found. Now the T/,ibrit/.a. ,
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there. Then, when the Bastarnae, in the belief that

the scouts were all alone, rushed to attack them and
pursued them as they retreated into the thick of the

forest, he destroyed many of them on the spot and
many others in the rout which followed. For not

only were they hindered by their waggons, which
were in their rear, but their desire to save their

wives and children was also instrumental in their

defeat. Crassus himself slew their king Deldo and
would have dedicated his armour as spolia ophna to

Jupiter Feretrius had he been general in supreme
command. Such was the nature of this engage-

ment. As for the remainder of the Bastarnae, some
perished by taking refuge in a grove, which was
then set on fire on all sides, and others by rushing

into a fort, in which they were annihilated ; still

others were destroyed by leaping into the Ister,

or as they vere scattered here and there through
the country. But some survived even so and
seized a strong position, where Crassus besieged

them in vain for several days. Then with the aid

of Roles, king of a tribe of the Getae, he destroyed

them. Now Roles, when he visited Caesar, was
treated as his friend and ally because of this ser-

vice ; and the captives were distributed among the

soldiers.

After accomj)lishing this task Crassus turned his

attention to the Moesians ; and partly by persuasion

in some cases, partly by terrifying them, partly also

by applying force, he subdued all except a very few,

though only after great hardships and dangers. And
for the time being, since it was winter, he retired

into friendly territory, after suffering greatly from
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the cold and much more still at the hands of the b.c. 20

Thracians, through whose country he was returning

in the belief that it was friendly. Hence he de-

cided to he content with what he had already

accomplished. For sacrifices and a triumph had
been voted, not only to Caesar, but to him also

;

nevertheless, he did not receive the title of imperator,

as some report, but Caesar alone assumed it. The
Bastarnae, now, angered at their disasters and
learning that he would make no further campaigns
against them, turned again upon the Dentheleti and
Sitas, whom they regarded as having been the chief

cause of their evils. Thus it came about that Crassus

reluctantly took the field ; and falling upon them
unexpectedly after advancing by forced marches, he
contjuered them and im})osed such terms of peace as

he pleased. And now that he had once taken up
arms again, he conceived a desire to punish the

Thracians who had harassed him during his return

from Moesia ; for it was reported at this time that

they were fortifying positions and were eager for Avar.

He succeeded in subduing some of them, namely
the Maedi and the Serdi, though not without difficulty,

by conquering them in battle and cutting off the

hands of the captives ; and he overran the rest of the
country except the territory of the Odrysae. These
he spared because they are attached to the service

of Dionysus, and had come to meet him on this

occasion without their arms ; and he also granted
them the land in which they magnify the god,

taking it away from the l^essi who were occupy-
ing it.

While he was thus engaged. Holes, who had
become embroiled with Dapyx, himself also king of
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tribe of the Getae, sent for him. Crassus went to r c. 29

his aid, and by hurling' the horse of his opponents

back upon their infantry he so thoroughly terrified

the latter also that what followed was no longer a

battle but a great slaughter of fleeing men of both

arms. Next he cut off Dapyx, who had taken refuge

in a fort, and besieged him. In the course of the

siege someone hailed him from the walls in Greek,

obtained a conference with him, and arranged to

betray the place. The barbarians, thus captured,

turned upon one another, and Dapyx was killed

along with many others. His brother, however,

Crassus took alive, and not only did him no harm but

actually released him.

After finishing this campaign Crassus led his troops

against the cave called Ciris. For the natives in great

numbers had occupied this cave, which is extremely
large and so ca})able of defence that the tradition

obtains that the Titans took refuge there after their

defeat suffered at the hands of the gods ; and here

they had brought together all their herds and their

other most cherished belongings. Crassus first sought
out all the entrances to the cave, which are tortuous

and difficult to discover, walled them up, and in this

way subdued the men by famine. After this success

he did not leave in j)eace the rest of the Getae, either,

even though they had no connexion with Dapyx,
but he marched uj)on Genucla, the most strongly

defended fortress of the kingdom of Zyraxes, because
he heard that the stiindards which the Bastarnae

had taken from Gains Antonius ^ near the city of the

Istrians vere there. His assault was made both by

1 Cf. xxxviii. 10.
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land and from the Ister (the city is huilt upon n/. 20

the river), and in a short time, though with much
toil, despite the absence of Zyraxes, he took the place.

The king, it seems, as soon as he heard of the

Romans' approach, had set off" with money to the

Scythians to seek an alliance, and had not returned

in time.

These were his achievements among the Getae.

And when some of the Moesians who had been sub-

dued rose in revolt, he won them back by the aid

of lieutenants, while he himself made a campaign
against the Artacii and a few other tribes who had
never been captured and would not acknowledge his

authority, priding themselves greatly upon this point

and at the same time inspiring in the others both
anger and a disposition to rebel. He brought them
to terms, partly by force, after they had made no
little trouble, and partly by fear for their countrymen
who were being captured.

All these operations took a long time ; but the

facts I record, as well as the names, are in accord-

ance with the tradition Avhich has been handed down.
In ancient times, it is true, Moesians and Getae occu-

pied all the land between Haemus and the Ister

;

but as time went on some of them changed their

names, and since then there have been included

under the name of Moesia all the tribes living above
Dalmatia, Macedonia, and Thrace, and separated from
Pannonia by the Savus, a tributary of the Ister.

Two of the many tribes found among them are those

formerly called the Triballi, and the Dardani, who still

retain their old name.
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The following is contained in the Fifty second of Dio's

Rome :

—

How Caesar planned to lay aside his sovereignty (chaps.

1-40).

How he began to be called emperor (chap. 42).

Duration of time, the remainder of the consulship of

Caesar (V) and Sextus Apuleius. (r>.c. 29.)

Such were the achievements of the Rorricans and R-f- 20

such their sufferings under the kingship, under the

republic, and under the dominion of a few, during a

period of seven hundred and twenty-five years.

After this they reverted to what was, strictly

speaking, a monarchy, although Caesar planned to

lay down his arms and to entrust the management
of tlie state to tlie senate and the people. He made
his decision, however, in consultation vith Agrippa

and Maecenas, to whom he was wont to communicate

all liis secret plans ; and Agrippa, taking the lead^

spoke as follows

:

" Be not surprised, Caesar, if I shall try to turn

your tlioughts away from monarchy, even though I

should derive many advantages from it, at least if it

was you held the position. For if it >vere to be

profitable to you also, I sliould advocate it most
earnestly ; but since the privileges of a monarchy
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are hy no luciuis Ihc same for the rulers as for their bx. 29

iVieiids, but, on the contrary, jealousies and dangers

i'all to the lot of the rulers while their frit nds reaj),

without incurring either jealousies or dangers, all the

benefits they can wish for, I have thought it right,

in this question as in all others^ to have regard, not

for my own interests, but for yours and the state's.

" Let us consider, now, at our leisure all the

characteristics of this system of government and
then shape our course in whichever direction our

reasoning may lead us. For surely no one will assert

that we are obliged to choose monarchy in any and
all circumstances, even if it be not profitable. If we
choose it, people will think that we have fallen

victims to our own good fortune and have been bereft

of our senses by our successes, or else that we have
been aiming at sovereignty all the >vhile, making of

our appeals to your father and of our devotion to his

memory a mere pretext and using the people and the

senate as a cloak, with the purpose, not of freeing

these latter from those who plotted against them,
but of making them slaves to ourselves. And either

explanation involves censure for us. For who could

help being indignant when he finds that we have
said one thing and then discovers that Ave have
meant another ? Would he not hate us much more

than if we had at the outset laid bare our desires

and set out directly for the monarchy .'* To be sure,

men have come to believe that it somehow is an
attribute of human nature, however selfish that may
seem, to resort to deeds of violence ; for every one
who excels in any respect thinks it right that he
should have more than his inferior, and if he meets
with any success, he ascribes his success to the force
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of his own iiitclligfiK-e, wliercas if he fails, he lays n.r. 20

the blame for his failure upon the influence of the

divine will. But, on the other hand, the man who,

in following such a course, resorts to plotting and
villainy, is, in the first place, held to be crafty and
crooked, malicious, and depraved,—an opinion which
I know you would not allow anyone to express or to

entertain about you, even if you might rule the

whole world by such practices ; and, in the second

place, if he succeeds, men think that the advantage

he has gained is unjust, or if he fails, that his dis-

comfiture is merited. This being the case, men
would reproach us quite as much if we should now,
after the event, begin to covet that advantage, even
though we harboured no such intention at the outset.

For surely it is much vorse for men to let circum-

stances get the better of them and not only to fail

to hold themselves in check but to abuse the gifts of

Fortune, than to wrong others in consequence of

failure. For men who have failed are often compelled
by their very misfortunes to commit wrongs even
against their will in order to meet the demands of

their own interests, whereas the others voluntarily

abandon their self-control even when it is unprofitable

to do so. And when men have no straightforwardness

in their souls, and are incapable of moderation in

dealing with the blessings bestowed u})on them, how
could one expect them either to rule well over others

or to conduct themselves properly in adversity ? In
the conviction, therefore, that we are guilty of

neither of these shortcomings, and that Ave have no
desire to act irrationally, but that Ave shall choose
whatever course shall appear to us after deliberation

to be best, let us proceed to make our decision
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accordingly. I shiill speak quite frankly, for I could

not, for my part, speak otherwise, and I know you
too well to think that you like to listen to falsehood

mingled with flattery.

"Equality before the law has an auspicious name
and is most just in its workings. For in the case of

men who are endowed with the same nature, are of

the same race with one another, have been brought
up under the same institutions, have been trained in

laws that are alike, and yield in an equal degree the

service of their bodies and of their minds to their

country, is it not just that they should have an equal

share in all other things also, and is it not best that

they should secure no distinctions except as the

result of excellence ? For equality of birth demands
equality of privilege, and if it attains this object, it is

glad, but if it fails, it is displeased. And the human
race everywhere, sprung as it is from the gods and
destined to return to the gods, gazes upward and is

not content to be ruled forever by the same person,

nor it endure to share in the toils, the dangers,

and the expenditures and yet be deprived of partner-

ship in the better things. Or, if it is forced to sub-

mit to anything of the sort, it hates the power vhich
has a})plied coercion, and if it obtains an o})portunity,

takes vengeance upon what it hates. All men, of

course, claim the right to rule, and for this reason

submit to being ruled in turn ; they are unwilling to

have others overreach them, and therefore are not
obliged, on their part, to overreach others. They are

jileased with the honours bestowed upon them by
their equals, and approve of the penalties inflicted

upon them by the laws. Now if they live under this

kind of polity and regard the blessings and also the
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opposite as belonging to all alike, they not only wish

no harm to befall any one of the citizens, but devoutly

hope that nothing but prosperity will fall to the lot

of each and all. And if one of them possesses any
excellence himself, he readily makes it known,
practises it enthusiastically, and exhibits it most
joyfully ; or if he sees it in another, he readily brings

it to the light, eagerly takes part in increasing it,

and bestows the most splendid honours upon it. On
the other hand, if any one shows himself base, every-

body hates him, and if any one meets with misfortune,

everybody pities him ; for each person regards the

loss and the disgrace that arise therefrom as shared

in by the whole state.

'' This is the character of democracies. Under
tyrannies exactly the opposite conditions are found.

But why go into all the details at length ,'* The
chief thing is that no one is willing to be thought to

have any superior knowledge or j)ossession, because

the dominant power generally becomes wholly hostile

to him on account of such superiority ; on the con-

trary, every one makes the tyrant's character Iiis

own standard of life and pursues whatever objects he
may hope to gain through him by overreaching

others without personal risk. Consequently, the

majority of the people are devoted only to their own
interests and hate all their neighbours, regarding the

others' successes as their own losses and the others'

misfortunes as their gains.

" Such being the state of the case, I do not see what
motive could reasonably induce you to desire to

become sole ruler. For that system, besides being
difficult to apply to democracies, would be vastly

more difficult still for you yourself to put into effect.

87



DIO'S ROMAN HIS'I'OKY

6< 079 € ^
4< 6TL ; ^ €€ , ereacv ev

iXevdepia,,'^^ re, €
' ', € -, -.

6 " y€ ',^ '^
avajKaiov yap

€.
iv ' yap €

2 . ' iv

€€7, iv irpaypxi-' avayKaiai

iopa yvva, ^

3 ^. iv

^ 8 ,̂) ipvvo, '* iXoyvo' '
Ihia8 i7l8Soa ,

1 € R. Steph., 7€ VL'.

88



BOOK LH

Or do you not see how the city and its affairs are b.c. 29

even now in a state of turmoil ? It is difficult, also,

to overthrow our populace, which has lived for so

many years in freedom, and difficult, when so many
enemies beset us round about, to reduce again to

slavery the allies and subject nations, some of which
have had a democratic government from of old,

while others of them have been set free by us our-

selves.

" To begin first with the least important consider-

ation, it will be necessary that you procure a large

sup})ly of money from all sides ; for it is impossible

that our present revenues should suffice for the

support of the troops, not to speak of the other

expenses. Now this need of funds, to be sure,

exists in democracies also, since it is not possible for

any government to continue without expense. But
in democracies many citizens make large con-

tributions, preferably of their free will, in

addition to what is required of them, making it a

matter of patriotic emulation and securing appro-

priate honours in return for their liberality ; or, if

perchance compulsory levies are also made upon the

whole body of citizens, they submit to it both because

it is done with their own consent and because the

contributions they make are in their own interests.

In monarchical governments, on the other hand, the

citizens all think that the ruling power alone, to

which they credit boundless wealth, should bear the

expense ; for they are very ready to search out the

ruler's sources of income, but do not reckon his

expenses so carefully ; and so they make no con-

tril)utions from their private means gladly or of their

own free will, nor are the public levies they make
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voted of their own free choice. As for the vohiiitary b.c. 20

contributions^ no citizen would feel free to make one,

any more than lie would readily admit that he was
rich, and it is not to the advantage of the ruler that

he should, for immediately he would acquire a re-

putation for patriotism among the masses, become
conceited, and incite a rebellion. On the other

hand, a general levy weighs heavily upon the masses,

the more so because they suffer the loss while the

others reap the gain. Now in democracies those

who contribute the money as a general rule also

serve in the army, so that in a way they get their

money back again ; but in monarchies one set of

people usually engages in agriculture, manufacturing,

commerce, and politics,—and these are the classes

from which the state's receipts are chiefly derived,

—

and a different set is under arms and draws pay.
" This single circumstance, then, which is as 1 have

described it, will cause you trouble. But here is

another. It is by all means essential that whoever
from time to time commits a crime should pay some
penalty. For the majority of men are not brought
to reason by admonition or by example, but it is

absolutely necessary to punish them by disfranchise-

ment, by exile, or by death ; and such punishments
are often administered in an empire as large as this

is and in a population as great as ours, especially

during a change of government. if you
appointed other men to judge these vrongdoers,

they would vie with each other in acquitting the

accused, and particularly all vhom you might be

thought to hate ; for judges, you know, gain an
appearance of authority when they act in any way
contrary to the Avish of the ruler. And if an
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oc'CiisioM.'il criminal is in fact convicted, it will l)c h.c. 29

thought that he has been coiidenined deliberately,

in order to })lease you. But if, on the other hand,

you sit ill judgment yourself, you will be obliged to

punish many also of your peers—an unfortunate

situation—and you will certainly be thought to be

calling some of them to account through resentment
rather than through a sense of justice. For no one
believes that those who have the power to use com-
pulsion are acting honestly when they give judgment,
i)ut all men think they are led by a sense of shame to

spread out before the truth a mere semblance and
illusive picture of a constitutional government, and
under the legal name of a court of justice are but

satisfying their own desires. This, then, is Avhat

happens in monarchies. In democracies, on the

other hand, when any one is accused of committing
a private wrong, he is made defendant in a private

suit before a jury of his equals ; or, if he is accused of

a public crime, in his case also a jury of his peers,

men whom the lot shall designate, sits in judgment.
It is therefore easier for men to bear the decisions

which proceed from such juries, since they think that

any penalty dealt out to them has been inflicted

neither by a judge's power nor as a favour which a

judge has been forced to grant.

"Then again, apart from those who are guilty of

wrongdoing, there are many men who pride them-
selves, some on their birth, others on their wealth,

and still others on something else, who, though in

general not bad men, are yet by nature op})osed to

the principle of monarchy. If a ruler allows these

men to become strong, he cannot live in safety,

and if, on the other hand, he undertakes to impose a
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check on Lhciii, he cannot do so justly. Wliat, then, u.c. 29

will you do with them? How will you deal with

them ? If you root out their families, diminish their

wealth, and humble their i)ride, you will not have

the good-will of your subjects. How could you
have it, if no one is permitted to be born to noble

rank, or to grow rich honestly, or to become strong or

brave or intelligent ? Yet if you allow these various

classes to grow strong, you will not be able to deal

with them easily. True, if you alone were equal to

carrying on the business of the state and the business

of warfare successfully and in a manner to meet the

demands of each situation, and needed no assistant for

any of these matters, it would be a different matter.

As the case stands, however, since you would be
governing this vast world, it would be quite essential

for you to have many helpers ; and of course they
ought all to be both brave and high-spirited. Now
if you hand over the legions and the offices to men
of such parts, there will be danger that both you and
your government will be overthrown. For it is not

possible either for a man of any real worth to be
naturally lacking in spirit, or on the other hand for a

man sprung from a servile sphere of life to acquire a

proud si)irit ; nor, again, if he proves himself a man
of sjiirit, can he fail to desire liberty and to hate all

master3\ If, on the other hand, you entrust nothing
to these men, but jnit affairs in charge of common
men of indifferent origin, you will very soon incur

the resentment of the first class, who will think

themselves distrusted, and you will very soon fail

in the greatest enterprises. For what good thing
could an ignorant or -born person accomplish ?

Who of our enemies would not hold him in con-
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tempi? Who of" our allies would obey liini r Who ..29

even of the soldiers themselves would not disdain to

be ruled by sueh a man ? And yet I need not

explain to you all the evils that naturally result

from such a condition, for you know them thor-

oughly ; but this one thin•»• I shall say, as 1 am con-

strained to do—that if a minister of this kind failed

in every duty, he would injure you far more than the

enemy, while if he met Avith any success in the

conduct of his office, his lack of education would
cause him to lose his head and he as well would
prove formidable to you.

"Such a situation, however, does not arise in demo-
cracies, but the more men there are who are wealthy
and brave, so much the more do they vie with each

other and upbuild the state, and the state, on its part,

rejoices in them, unless one of them conceives a

desire for tyrannical jK)wer ; for the citizens severely

punish such an one. Tliat this is so,, and that

democracies are far su})erior to monarchies, is shown
by the experience of Greece. For as long as the

peo})le had the monarchical form of government, they
accomplished nothing of importance ; but >vhen they
began to live under the democratic system they
became most renowned. It is shown also by the

experience of the other races of mankind. For those

which still live under tyrannies are always in slavery

and are always j)lotting against their rulers, whereas
those which have governors chosen for a year or a

longer j)eriod continue to be both free and in-

dependent. Hut why should we resort to examples
furnished by other peoples when we have examples
here at home ? We Romans ourselves at first had a

different form of government, then later, after we
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had gone tlirou<rh many hitter experiences, conceived h.••. 2•.•

a desire for Hherty ; and when we had secured it, we
advanced to our present proud eminence, strong in

no advantages save tliose that come from democracy.

It was on the strength of these that the senate

deliberated, the people ratified, the soldiers in the

ranks were filled with zeal and their commanders
with ambition. None of these things could happen
under a tyranny. At any rate the ancient Romans
came to feel so great a hatred of tyranny for these

reasons that they even laid that form of government
under a curse.

" And apart from these considerations, if one is to

speak about matters which touch your personal in-

terests, how could you endure to administer affairs

so manifold, not only by day but also by night ?

How could you hold out if your health should fail ?

VVliat human blessings could you enjoy, and how
could you be happy if dei)rived of them ? In what
could you take genuine pleasure, and when would
you be free from the keenest pain ? For it is

quite inevitable that a man who holds an office of

this kind should have many anxieties, be subject to

many fears, and have very little enjoyment of Avhat

is most pleasant, but should always and everywhere
both see and hear, do and suffer, only that which is

disagreeable. That, I imagine, is the reason why, in

certain instances, among both Greeks and barbarians,

men have refused to accept the office of king w hen it

was offered to them.
" Therefore I Avould have you foresee all these

disadvantages and take counsel before you become
involved in them. For it is disgraceful, or rather

it is (|uite impossible, for a man to withdraw \vhen
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once he has entered upon the position. And do b.c. 29

not be deceived, cither, by the greatness of its

authority or tlie abundance of its possessions, or by
its array of bodyguards, or by its throng of courtiers.

For men wlio have much power have many troubles
;

those vviio liave large possessions are obliged to

spend largely ; the multitude of bodyguards is

gathered merely because of the multitude of con-

spirators ; and as for the flatterers, they would be
more likely to destroy you than to save you. Con-
sequently, in vicAv of these considerations, no sensible

man would desire to become supreme ruler. But it

the thought that men in such a station are able to

enrich others, to save their lives, and to confer many
other benefits ui)on them—yes, by heaven, and even
to insult them and to do harm to whomsoever they
please—leads anyone to think that tyranny is worth
striving for, lie is utterly mistaken. I need not,

indeed, tell you that the life of wantonness and evil-

doing is disgraceful or that it is fraught with peril

and is hated of both gods and men ; for in any event
you are not inclined to such things, and you would
not be led by these considerations to choose to be
sole ruler. And, besides, 1 have chosen to speak
now, not of all the mischief one might work who
managed the task badly, but only of what even those

wlu) make the very best use of the position are

obliged both to do and to suffer. But as to the

other consideration,—that thus one is in a position

to bestow favours in profusion,—this is indeed a

privilege vorth striving for
; yet however noble,

august, glorious, and safe it is when enjoyed by a

private citizen, in a king's position it does not, in the
iirst place, counterbalance the other considerations
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of a less agreeable nature, so that a man should be b.c. 29

induced for the sake of gaining this advantage to

accept those disadvantages also, especially when the

sovereign is bound to bestow upon others the benefit

to be derived from this advantage and to have for

himself alone the unpleasantness that results from
the disadvantages. In the second place, this advan-

tage is not without complications, as people think
;

for a ruler cannot possibly satisfy all who ask for

favours. Those, namely, who think they ought to

receive some gift from the sovereign are practically

all mankind, even though no favour is due to them
at the moment ; for every one naturally thinks well

of himself and wishes to enjoy some benefit at the

hands of him who is able to bestow it. But the

benefits which can be given them,— I mean titles

and offices and sometimes money,—will be found
very easy to count when compared with the vast

number of the applicants. This being so, greater

hostility will inevitably be felt toward the monarch
by those who fail to get what they want, than friend-

liness by those who obtain their desires. For the

latter take what they receive as due them and think

tliere is no particular reason for being grateful to

the giver, since they are getting no more than they
expected ; besides, they actually shrink from showing
gratitude for fear they may thereby give evidence of

their being unworthy of the kindness done them.
The others, when they are disap})ointed in their

hopes, are aggrieved for two reasons : in the first

place, they feel that they are being robbed of what
belongs to them, for invariably men think they
already possess whatever they set their hearts upon

;

and, in the second place, they feel that, if they are
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not indignant at their failure to obtain whatever they b.c. 29

expect to get, they are actually acknowledging some
shortcoming on their own part. The reason for all

this is, of course, that the ruler who bestows such

gifts in the right way obviously makes it his first

business to weigh well the merits of each person, and
thus he honours some and passes others by, with the

result that, in consequence of his decision, those who
are honoured have a further reason for elation, while

those who are passed by feel a new resentment, each

class being moved by their own consciousness of

their respective merits. If, however, a ruler tries to

avoid this result and decides to award these honours

ca})riciously, he will fail utterly. For the base, finding

themselves honoured contrary to their deserts, would
become worse, concluding that they Avere either

being actually commended as good or at any rate

were being courted as formidable ; and the uj)right,

seeing that they were securing no greater consider-

ation than the l)ase but were being regarded as being

merely on an equality with them, would be more
vexed at being reduced to the level of the others

than pleased at being thought worthy of some honour
themselves, and consequently would abandon their

cultivation of the higher principles of conduct and
become zealous in the pursuit of the baser. And
thus the result even of the distribution of honours
would be this : those who bestowed them would reap

no benefit from them and those who received them
would become demoralized. Hence this advantage, •

which some would find the most attractive in mon-
archies, proves in your case a most difficult problem
to deal vith.

" HeHecting upon these considerations and the
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others which 1 mentioned a little while a^o, be

j)riKient while you may and duly place in the hands
of the [)eople the army, the provinces, the offices,

and the public funds. If you do it at once and
voluntarily, you will be the most famous of men
and the most secure ; but if you wait for some
compulsion to be brought to bear ui)on you, you
will very likely suffer some disaster and gain in-

famy besides. Consider the testimony of history :

Marius and Sulla and Metellus, and Pompey at first,

when tliey got control of affairs, not only refused to

assume sovereign power but also escaped disaster

tiiereby ; whereas Cinna and Strabo,^ the younger
Marius and Sertorius, and Pompey himself at a later

time, conceived a desire for sovereign power and
perished miserably. For it is a difficult matter to

induce this city, which has enjoyed a democratic

government for so many years and holds empire
over so many peo})le, to consent to become a slave to

any one. You have heard how the ])eople banished

Camillus just because he used white horses for his

triumph
;
you have heard hoAv they deposed Scipio

from power, first condemning him for some act of

arrogance ; and you remember how they i)roceeded

against your father just because they conceived a

suspicion that he desired to be sole ruler. Yet there

have never been any better men than these.
" Nevertheless, I do not advise you merely to

relinquish the sovereignty, but first to take all the
measures which the public interest demands and by
decrees and laws to settle definitively all important
business, just as Sulla did, you recall ; for even if

some of his ordinances were subseipiently overthrown,

^ Cf. xliv. 2S, I.
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yet the majority of them and the more important ».<

still remain. And do not say that even then some
men will indulge in factional quarrels, and thus

require me, on my })art, to say once more that the

Romans would be much more apt to refuse to sub-

mit to the rule of a monarch. For if we should

undertake to provide against all possible con-

tingencies, it would be utterly absurd for us to be

more afraid of the dissensions which are but

incidental to democracy tlian of the tyrannies Avhich

are the natural outgrowth of monarchy. Regarding

the terrible nature of such tyrannies I have not so

much as attempted to say anything ; for it has not

been my wish idly to inveigh against a thing that so

readily admits of condemnation, but rather to show
you that monarchy is so constituted by nature that

not even the men of high character. .
." ^

"(. . . nor can they easily convince by frank

argument those who are not in a like situation) and
they succeed in their enterprises, because their

subjects are not in accord with one another. Hence,
if you feel any concern at all for your country, for

which you have fought so many wars and so

gladly give even your life, reorganize it and regulate

it in the direction of greater moderation. For while

* The conclusion of Agrippa's speech ia missing in our
MSS., as is also the earlier portion cf that of 5laecenas
together with the introduction to it. Zonaras' brief rosiimd

(down through chap. 17) is as foUoAvs : "But Maecenas
advised the contrary course, declaritig that he (Caesar) had
already for a long time been directing the monarch}', and
that he must inevitably do one of two things—either remain
in the same position or abandon his present course and
perish."
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tlie privilege of doing and saying precisely what one

pleases becomes, in the case of sensible persons, if you
examine the matter, a cause of the highest happiness

to them all, yet in the case of the foolish it becomes
a cause of disaster. For this reason he who offers

this privilege to the foolish is virtually putting a sword

in the hands of a child or a madman ; but he who
offers it to the prudent is not only preserving all their

other privileges but is also saving these men them-
selves even in spite of themselves. Therefore I ask

you not to fix your gaze upon the specious terms
applied to these things and thus be deceived, but to

weigh carefully the results which come from the

things themselves and then put an end to the

insolence of the populace and place the management
of public affairs in the hands of yourself and the

other best citizens, to the end that the business of

deliberation may be performed by the most prudent
and that of ruling by those best fitted for command,
while the \vork of serving in the army for pay is left to

those who are strongest physically and most needy. In

this way each class of citizens will zealously discharge

the duties which devolve upon them and will readily

render to one another such services as are due, and
will thus be unaware of their inferiority when one
class is at a disadvantage as compared >vith another,

and all will gain the true democracy and the freedom
which does not fail. For the boasted freedom of the

mob proves in experience to be the bitterest servitude

of the best element to the other and brings upon both
a common destruction ; whereas this freedom of which
I speak ever3'where prefers for honour the men of

prudence, awarding at the same time equality to all

according to their deserts, and thus gives happiness
impartially to all who enjoy this liberty.
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"For I would not h;ive you think that 1 am advising b.c. 29

you to enslave the people and the senate and then

set uj) a tyranny. This is a thing I should never

dare suggest to you nor would you bring yourself to

do it. The other course, however, would be honour-

able and expedient both for you and for the city

—

that you should yourself, in consultation with the

best men, enact all the appropriate laws, without

the possibility of any opposition or remonstrance

to these laws on the part of any one from the

masses ^ ; that you and your counsellors should con-

duct the wars according to your own wishes, all other

citizens rendering instant obedience to your com-
mands ; that the choice of the officials should rest

with you and your advisers ; and that you and they
should also determine the honours and the })unish-

ments. The advantage of all this would be that what-

ever pleased you in consultationwith your peers would
immediately become law ; that our wars against our

enemies would be waged with secrecy and at the

opportune time ; that those to whom any task was
entrusted would be appointed because of their merit

and not as the result of the lot or rivalry for office
;

that the good would be honoured without arousing

jealousy and the bad punished without causing re-

bellion. Thus whatever business was done would be
most likely to be managed in the right vay, instead

of being referred to the popular assembly, or de-

liberated upon openly, or entrusted to partisan dele-

gates, or exposed to the danger of ambitious rivalry
;

and we should be happy in the enjoyment of the

blessings which are vouchsafed to us, instead of

being embroiled in hazardous wars abroad or in

^ Piohably a rofeience to the tvibunusi.
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unholy civil strife. Vov these are Ihe evils foiirid in h.*. 2!>

every demoerai^y,—the more powerful men, namely,

in reaching out after the primacy and hiring the

weaker, turn everything upside down,—but they

have been most frequent in our country, and there

is no other way to j)ut a stop to them than tlie way
I pro}K)se. And the evidence is, that we have now
for a long time been engaged in wars and civil strife.

The cause is the multitude of our population and
the magnitude of the business of our government

;

for the population embraces men of every kind, in

res})ect both to race and to endowment, and both

their tempers and their desires are manifold ; and
the business of the state has become so vast

that it can be administered only \vith the greatest

difficulty.

" Witness to the truth of my words is borne by our

j)ast. For while we were but few in number and
differed in no important respect from our neighbours,

we got along well with our government and subjugated
almost all Italy ; but ever since we were led outside

the peninsula and crossed over to many continents

and many islands, filling the whole sea and the

whole earth with our name and power, nothing good
has been our lot. At first it was only at home and
within our walls that we broke up into factions and
quarrelled, but afterwards we even carried this

plague out into the legions. Therefore our city, like

a great merchantman manned with a crew of every

race and lacking a j)il()t, has now for many genera-

tions been rolling and plunging as it has drifted this

way and that in a heavy sea, a ship as it were
Avithout ballast. Do not, then, allow her to be
longer exposed to the tempest ; for you see that she
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is waterlogged. And do not let her be {)ounded to b.c. 20

pieces upon a reef ^
; for her timbers are rotten and

she will not be able to hold out much longer. But
since the gods have taken pity on her and have set

you over her as her arbiter and overseer, prove not

false to her, to the end that, even as now she has

revived a little by your aid, so she may survive in

safety for the ages to come.
" Now I think you have long since been convinced

that I am right in urging you to give the people a

monarchical government ; if this is the case, accept

the leadership over them readily and with en-

thusiasm—or rather do not throw it away. For the

question we are deliberating upon is not whether
we shall take something, but whether we shall de-

cide not to lose it and by so doing incur danger into

the bargain. Who, indeed, will s})are you if you
thrust the control of the state into the hands of the

people, or even if you entrust it to some other

man, seeing that there are great numbers vhom you
have injured, and that practically all these will

lay claim to the sovereignty, and yet no one of them
will wish either that you should go unpunished for

what you have done or that you should be allowed
to survive as his rival ? Pomi)ey, for example, once
he had given up the supreme power, became the
object of scorn and of secret plotting and conse-

quently lost his life when he was unable to regain

his pover. Caesar also, your father, lost not only

his position but also his life for doing precisely what
you are proposing to do. And Marius and Sulla would
certainly have suffered a like fate had they not died

* Cf. Thucydides vii. 2>, a passage which Dio seems to 1)6

imitating.
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first. And yet some say that Sulla, fearing this very

fate, forestalled it by making away with himself ;i at

any rate, much of his legislation began to be undone
while he was yet alive. Tiierefore you also must
expect that there will be many a man who will prove

a Lepidus to you and many a man who will prove

a Sertorius, a 13rutus, or a Cassius.

" Looking, then, at these facts and reflecting upon
all the other considerations involved, do not abandon
yourself and your country merely in order to avoid

giving the impression to some that you deliberately

sought the office. For, in the first place, even if men
do suspect this, the ambition is not inconsistent with

human nature and the risk involved is a noble one.

Again, what man is there who does not know the

circumstances which constrained you to assume your
present position ? Hence, if there be any fault to

find with these compelling circumstances, one might
with entire justice lay it upon your father's murderers.

For if they had not slain him in so unjust and pitiable

a fashion, you would not have taken up arms, would
not have gathered your legions, would not have
made your compact with Antony and Lepidus, and
would not have had to defend yourself against these
men themselves. That you were right, however,
and were justified in doing all this, no one is unaware.
Therefore, even if some slight error has been com-
mitted, yet we cannot at this time with safety undo
anything that has been done. Therefore, for our

sake and for that of the state let us obey
Fortune, who otters you the sole rulership. And let

us be very grateful to her that she has not only freed
us from our domestic troubles, but has also placed in

^ This tradition is found here only.
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your hands the organisation of the state, to the end b.c. 29

that you, by bestowing due care upon it, may prove

to all mankind that those troubles were stirred up
and that mischief wrouglit by other men, whereas

you are an upright man.
" And do not, I beg you, be afraid of the magnitude

of the empire. For the greater its extent, the more
numerous are the salutary elements it possesses

;

also, to guard anything is far easier than to acquire

it. Toils and dangers are needed to win over what
belongs to others, but a little care suffices to retain

what is already yours. Moreover, you need not be
afraid, either, that you will not live quite safely in

that office and enjoy all the blessings which men
know, provided that you will consent to administer

it as I shall advise you. And do not think that I am
shifting the discussion from the subject in hand if I

s})eak to you at considerable length about the office.

For of course my purpose in doing this be, not

to liear myself talk, but that you may learn by a

strict demonstration that it is both possible and easy,

for a man of sense at least, to rule well and without
danger.

" I maintain, therefore, that you ought first and
foremost to choose and select with discrimination the

entire senatorial body, inasmuch as some have
not been fit have, on account of our dissensions,

become senators. Such of them as possess any
excellence you ought to retain, but the rest you
should erase from the roll. Do not, however, get
rid of any good man because of his poverty, but even
give him the money he requires. In the place of

those who have been dropped introduce the noblest,
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the best, and the richest men obtainable, selecting b.c. 29

them not only from Italy but also from the allies and
the subject nations. In this way you will have

many assistants for yourself, and will have in safe

keeping the leading men from all the provinces
;

thus the provinces, having no leaders of established

re})ute, will not begin rebellions, and their prominent

men will regard you with affection because they have

been made sharers in your empire.

"Take these same measures in the case of the

knights also, by enrolling in the equestrian order

such men as hold second place in their several

districts as regards birth, excellence and wealth.

Register as many new members in both classes as

you please, without being over particular on the

score of their number. For the more men of repute

you have as your associates, the easier you Avill find

it, for your own part, to administer everything in

time of need and, so far as your subjects are con-

cerned, the more easily will you persuade them that

you are not treating them as slaves or as in any way
inferior to us, but that you are sharing with them,
not only all the other advantages which we ourselves

enjoy, but also the chief magistracy as well, and thus

make them as devoted to that office as if it were
their own. And so far am I from retracting this

last statement as rashly made, that I declare that

the citizens ought every one actually to be given a

share in the government, in order that, being on an
equality with us in this respect also, they may be
our faithful allies, living as it were in a single city,

namely our own, and considering that this is in very
truth a city, whereas their own homes are but the

countryside and villages.
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"But regarding this matter we shall at a later time b.c, 20

examine more carefully the question of what measures
should be taken to prevent our granting the people

every privilege at once. As for the matter of

eligibility for office, now, we should put men on the

roll of knights when they are eighteen years old, for

at that age their physical soundness and their mental

fitness can best be discerned ; but we should not

enrol them in the senate until they are twenty-five

years old. For is it not disgraceful, and indeed

hazardous, to entrust the public business to men
younger than this, when we never commit our

private affairs to any one before he has reached this

age ? After they have served as quaestors and
aediles or tribunes, let them be praetors when they

reach the age of thirty. For it is my opinion that

these offices, and that of consul, are the only ones

at home which you ought to fill by election, and
these merely out of regard for the institutions of our

fathers and to avoid the appearance of making a

complete change in the constitution. But make all

the appointments yourself and do not any longer

commit the filling of one or another of these offices

either to the plebs or to the people,' for they will

quarrel over them, or to the senate, for the senators

>vill use them to further their private ambitions.

And do not maintain the traditional powers of these

offices, either, for fear history may repeat itself, but
preserve the honour attaching to them, at the same
time abating their influence to such an extent that,

although you will be depriving the office of none of

its prestige, you will still be giving no opportunity
to those who may desire to stir up a rebellion. Now

^ i.e. to the conci/iiuji phbU or to the comitia.
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this will be ;iccoin})lislicd ii you assign thcni on n.r. 29

appointment chiefly to home affairs and do not

permit any of tliem to have armed forces during their

term of office or immediately afterward, but only after

the la})se of some time, as much as you think sufficient

in each instance. In this way they will never be put

in command of legions while still enjoying the pres-

tige of their oiHcial titles and thus be led to stir up
rebellions, and after they have been private citizens

for a time they will be of milder disposition. Let
these magistrates conduct such of the festivals as

naturally belong to their office, and let them all

severally sit as judges in all kinds of cases except

homicide during their tenure of office in Rome.
Courts should be established, to be sure, with the

other senators and knights as members, but final

authority should rest with these magistrates.
" As for the })refect of the city, men should be

appointed to that office who are leading citizens and
have previously passed through the a})propriate

offices ; it should be the prefect's duty, not to govern
merely when the consuls are out of town, but in

general to be at all times in charge of the affairs of

the city, and to decide the cases which come to him
from all the other magistrates I have mentioned,
whether on appeal or for review, together with those

which involve the death penalty ; and his jurisdiction

siiould extend, not only to those who live in the city,

except such as I shall name, but also to those who
dwell outside the city for a distance of one hundred
miles.

*' Let still another magistrate be chosen, this man
also from the class described, whose duties shall be
to pass u])on and supervise all matters pertaining to
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the families, property, and morals both of the senators u.c. 2y

and of the kniglits, alike of the men and of their

wives and ehildren. lie sliould personally correct

such behaviour as deserves no punishment, yet if

neglected becomes the cause of many evils ; but
about the more important matters of misconduct he
should confer with you. For the officer to whom
these duties are assigned should be a senator, and
in fact the best one after the prefect of the city,

rather than one of the knights. As for the title of

his office, he would naturally receive one derived

from your censorial functions (for it is certainly

appropriate that you should be in charge of the

censuses), and be called sub-censor. ^ Let these two,

the city })refect and the sub-censor, hold office for

life, unless one of them becomes demoralized in

some way or is incapacitated by sickness or old age.

For no harm could result from their holdin"; office

for life, since the one would be entirely >vithout

armed forces and the other would have but few
soldiers and would be acting for the most part under
your eyes ; whereas the effect of the yearly tenure

would be that they would shrink from offending

any one and Vould be afraid to act with energy, since

they vould be looking ahead to their own retirement

to private life and to the exercise of the power of

the office by others. They should also driiw a salary,

not only to compensate them for the loss of their

leisure but also to enhance the prestige of their

office.

"This is the opinion I have to give you in regard

^ Cf. Suetonius, Aikj. 87. In practice there were six of

them—three to nominate senators and three to hold a
review of the kniglits.
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to tliese officiuls. As for tliose who have served as

praetors, let tlieiri hold some office among the subject

nations (before tliey have been })raetors I do not

think they sliould have this privile<;e, but they

ought first to serve for one or two terms as lieu-

tenants to the ex-praetors just mentioned) ; then

they should next hold office as consuls, provided

that they have proved satisfactory officials to the end
of their terms, and after that they should receive

the more important governorships. I advise you,

namely, to arrange these j)Ositions as follows. Take
Italy as a whole (1 mean the part of it which is

more than one hundred miles from the city), and
all the rest of the territory which owns our sway,

the islands and the continents, and divide it into

districts, in each case according to races and nations,

and take also all the cities that are strong and in-

dependent enough to be ruled by one governor Avith

full powers. Then station soldiers in them and send
out as governor to each district or inde})endent city

one of the ex-consuls, who shall have general charge,

and two of the ex-praetors. One of the latter, fresh

from the city, should be put in charge of all matters

j)ertaining to })ersons in private life and of the com-
missary ; the other, a man who has had special

training for this work, will administer the public

business of the cities and will have command of the

soldiers, excej)t in cases that involve disfranchisement

or death. Such cases, of course, should be referred to

the ex-consul who is governor, and to him alone, except
where the persons involved are centurions recruited

from the levies or private persons of prominence in

their respective communities; as for both these classes,

do not allow anybod}• but yourself to punish them,
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lest they come to fear some of these officials to such an

extent as to take measures, on occasion, against you as

well as against them. As for my suggestion tliat the

second of the ex-praetors should l)e put in charge of

the soldiers, it is to be understood as follows : if only a

small body of troops is serving abroad in the military

posts or at home in a single post, my proposal is

satisfactory ; but if two citizen legions are wintering

in the same province (and more than this number I

should not advise you to trust to one commander), it

will no doubt be necessary for both the ex-praetors

to hold the command over them, each having charge
of one, and for each to have his share of authority

similarly in matters affecting either the state or

private citizens. Let the ex-consul, accordingly,

[have] these [duties], and let him also decide the
cases which come to him on appeal and those which
are referred to him by the praetors for review. And
do not be surprised that 1 recommend to you the
dividing of Italy also into these administrative dis-

tricts. It is large and populous, and so cannot possibly

be Avell administered by the magistrates in the city

;

for a governor ought always to be present in the
district he governs, and no duties should be laid upon
our city magistrates Avhich they cannot perform.

" Let all these men to whom the commands outside

the city are assigned receive salaries, the more
important officers more, the less important less, and
those between an intermediate amount. For they
cannot live in a foreign land upon their own resources,

nor should they indulge, as they do now, in unlimited
and indefinite expenditure. They should hold office

not loss than three years, unless they are guiltv of

misconduct, nor more than five. The reason is that
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offices held for only one year or for short periods

merely teach the officials their bare duties and then
dismiss them before they can put any of their acquired

knowledge into use, while, on the other hand, the

longer terms of many years' duration somehow have
the effect, in many cases, of filling the officials with

conceit and encouraging them to rebellion. Hence,
again, I think that the more important posts ought in

no case to be given consecutively to the same man.
For it makes no difference whether a man is governor
in the same province or in several in succession, if he
holds office for a period longer than is advisable

;

besides, appointees improve when there is an interval

between their incumbencies during which they return

home and resume the life of ordinary citizens.

" As regards the senators, therefore, I declare that

they ought to discharge the duties named and in the

way described. Of the knights the two best should
command the bodyguard >vhich protects you, for it is

hazardous to entrust it to one man, and sure to lead

to confusion to entrust it to more than two. There-
fore let the number of these prefects be two, in order

that, if one of them feel indisposed, you may still not
lack a person to guard you. And men should be
appointed to this office who have served in many
military c;uTi})aigns and have, besides, held many
administrative positions. And they should have com-
mand both of the Pretorians and of all the other
soldiers in Italy, Avith ]x)wer even to put to death
any of them do wrong, with the exception of

the centurions and of those in general who have
been assigned to the staffs of magistrates of senatorial

rank. For these soldiers should be tried by the
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senatorial ina<;istrates themselves, in order that the b.c 29

latter, by virtue of the authority they would thus

possess of dealing out punishments to them as well

as honours, may be able to command their un-

hesitating support. Over all the other soldiers in

Italy, however, the j)refects I have mentioned should

be in command, having lieutenants under them, and
likewise over the Caesarians, both those are in

attendance upon you and such of the others as are

of any account. These duties will be both fitting

and sufficient for them to discharge, for if they have
more responsibilities assigned to them than they are

able to carry satisfactorily, there is danger that they
may have no time for the essential things, or, if they
have, may j)rove incompetent to exercise oversight

over all their duties. These prefects also should hold

office for life, like the prefect of the city and the sub-

censor. Let another official be apj^ointed to be com-
mander of the night-watch ^ and still another to be
commissioner of grain ^ and of the market in general,

both of them from the equestrian order and the best

men after the prefects, and let them hold their posts

for a definite term, like the magistrates elected from
the senatorial class. The management of the public

funds, also,—I mean both those of the people and
those of the empire, not only in Rome but also in the
rest of Italy and outside Italy,—should be entirely in

the hands of the knights, and they, as well as all the

other members of the equestrian order are

charged witli an administrative position, should be
on salary, greater or less in proportion to the dignity

and importance of their duties. The reason for the
second part of this suggestion is that it is not possible

1 Praefeclus vigilum. - Praefectus annonae.
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for tlie knights, since they are poorer than the b.c 29

senators, to meet their expenditures out of their

own means, even when their duties keej) them in

Rome, and for the first ])oint, that it is neitlier

practicable nor to your interest that the same men
should be given authority over both the troops and
the public funds. And, furthermore, it is well that

the whole business of the empire should be transacted

by a number of agents, in order that many may at

the same time receive the benefits and gain ex-

j)erience in public affairs ; for in this way your

subjects, reaping a manifold enjoyment of the common
blessings, will be more favourably disposed towards
you, and you will have at your disposal in the largest

measure those who are at any particular time the best

men for all urgent needs. One official of the eques-

trian order is sufficient for each branch of the fiscal

service in the city, and, outside the city, for each pro-

vince, each one of them to have as many subordinates,

drawn from the knights and from your own freedmen,

as the needs of the case demand ; for you need to

associate with the officials such assistants in order

that your service may ofiTer a prize for merit, and
that you may not lack those from whom you may
learn the truth, even contrary to their wishes, in

case any irregularity is committed.
"If any of the knights, after passing through many

branches of the service, distinguishes himself enough
to become a senator, his age ought not to hinder him
at all from being enrolled in the senate. Indeed,

some knights should be received into the senate,

even if they have seen service only as company com-
manders in the citizen legions, except such as have
served in the rank and file. For it is both a shame
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and a rcproacl» tliat men of tliis sort, wlio liave carried b.c. 29

f"a<»gots and cliarcoal, should be found on the roll of

the senate ; but in the case of knio,hts wlio began
their service with the rank of centurion, there is

nothing to prevent the most notable of them froin

belonging to the senate.

"With regard, then, to the senators and the knights,

this is the advice 1 have to give you,—yes, and
this also, that while they are still children they should

attend the schools, and when they come out of child-

hood into youth ^ they should turn their minds to

horses and to arms, and have paid public teachers in

each of these departments. In this way from their

very boyhood they will have had both instruction

and practice in all that they will themselves be

required to do on reaching manhood, and will thus

prove more serviceable to you for every undertaking.

For the best ruler,—the ruler who is worth anything,

—should not only perform himself all the duties which
devolve ujion him, but should make provision for the

rest also, that they may become as excellent as possible.

And this title can be yours, not if you allow them to

do whatever they please and then censure those who
err, but if, before any mistakes are made, you give

them instruction in everything the practice of which
will render them more useful both to themselves
and to you, and if you afford nobody any excuse
whatever, either wealth or nobility of birth or any
other attribute of excellence, for affecting indolence

or effeminacy or any other behaviour that is counter-

feit. For many persons, fearing that, by reason of

^ The (J reek term indicates approximatel}• the age of

fouiteen.
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some such advantage, they may incur jealousy or b.c. 29

dan<;er, do many lhiii<;s that are unworthy of them-
selves, expecling by such beliaviour to live in greater

security. As a consequence, not only do they, on

their part, become objects of pity as being victims of

injustice in precisely this respect, that men believe

that they are deprived of the opportunity of leading

upright lives, but their ruler also, on his part, suffers

not only a loss, in that he is robbed of men who
might have been good, but also ill-repute, because lie

is blamed for the others' condition. Therefore never

permit this thing to happen, and have no fear, on
the other hand, that anyone who has been reared

and educated as I propose will ever venture upon
a rebellion. On the contrary, it is the ignorant and
licentious that you should suspect ; for it is such
persons who are easily influenced to do absolutely

any and every thing, even the most disgraceful and
outrageous, first toward themselves and then toward
others, whereas those who have been well reared and
educated do not deliberately do wrong to any one
else and least of all to the one who has cared for

their rearing and education. If, however, one of

these does show himself wicked and ungrateful, you
have merely to refuse to entrust him vith any
position of such a kind as will enable him to do
any mischief ; and if even so he rebels, let him be
convicted and punished. You need not, 1 assure you,

be afraid that anyone will blame you for this, pro-

vided that you carry out all my injunctions. For in

taking vengeance on the wrongdoer you be
guilty of no sin, any more than the physician is Avho

resorts to cautery and surgery; but all men will

assuredly say that the offender has got his deserts,
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because, after partakin<i of tlie same rearing and b.c. 29

education as tlie rest, he j)lotted against you.
" Let this be your j)roeedure, then, in tiie case of

tlie senators and the kniglits. A standing army also

should be supj)orted, drawn from the citizens, the

subject nations, and the allies, its size in the several

provinces being greater or less according as the

necessities of the case demand ; and these troo})s

ought always to be under arms and to engage in the

practice of warfare continually. They should have
winter-quarters constructed for them at the most
advantageous points, and should serve for a stated

period, so that a j)ortion of life may still be left for

them between their retirement from service and
old age. The reason for such a standing army is

this : far removed as 6 are from the frontiers of the

empire, with enemies living near our borders on
every side, we are no longer able at critical times to

depend u})on expeditionary forces ; and if, on the

other hand, we permit all the men of military age to

have arms and to practise warfare, they will always

be the source of seditions and civil wars. If, however,
we prevent them from all making arms their pro-

fession and afterwards need their aid in Avar, we
shall be exposed to danger, since we shall never have
anything but inexperienced and untrained soldiers to

dejiend upon. For these reasons I give it as my
opinion that, while in general the men of military

age should have nothing to do with arms and walled

camps during their lives, the hardiest of them and
those most in need of a livelihood should be enlisted

as soldiers and given a military training. For they
will iight better if they devote their time to tliis one
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business, and the rest will find it easier to carry on

their farming•, seafaring-, and the other pursuits appro-

priate to i)eace, if they are not coni[)elled to take

part in military expeditions but have others to act as

their defenders. 'Jhus the most active and vigorous

element of the po})ulation, which is generally obliged

to gain its livelihood by brigandage, will support

itself without molesting others, while all the rest

will live Avithout incurring dangers.
" From what source, then, is the money to be pro-

vided for these soldiers and for the other expenses

that will of necessity be incurred ? I shall explain

this point also, prefacing it with a brief reminder
that even if we have a democracy we shall in any
case, of course, need money. For we cannot sur-

vive without soldiers, and men will not serve as

soldiers Avithout pay. Therefore let us not be
opjiressed by the idea that the necessity of raising

money belongs only to a monarchy, and let us not be
led by that consideration to turn our backs u})on this

form of government, but let us assume in our delibera-

tions that, under whatever form of government we
shall live, we shall certainly be constrained to secure

funds. My pro})osal, therefore, is that you shall first of

all sell the property that belongs to the state,—and
I observe that this has become vast on account of

the wars,—reserving only a little that is distinctly

useful or necessary to you ; and that you lend

out all the money thus realized at a moderate rate

of interest. In this way not only will the land

be put under cultivation, being sold to owners who
will cultivate it themselves, but also the latter will

accpiire a capital and become more prosperous, while

the treasur}'^ will gain a permanent revenue that will

147

L 2



DIO'S ROMAN HISTORY

e^eu.^ £ \, etc

€ ical el

5 , avTiXoyiaa-

Si ??,\ €9 re? e?, ava'y-

6 • 7<? <
^ ',̂

( yap 8, , 8,'
7 ^), -','^-.
yap ^'

8 Xy 8 " oXiyov, , -
'^, -.

29 '* yvo ', 7](
py

^4 , eirl V.
^ ,\$ R. Steph., VM.
3 rh R. Steph.,; VM.

148



BOOK Lll

suffice for its needs. In the second place, I advise b.c. 29

you to make an estimate of the revenues from tliis

source and of all the other revenues which can Avith

certainty be derived from the mines or any other

source, and then to make and balance against this a

second estimate of all the expenses, not only those

of the army, but also of all those which contribute to

the well-bein<r of a state, and furthermore of those

which will necessarily be incurred for unexpected
campaigns and the other needs which arc wont to

arise in an emergency. The next step is to provide

for any deficiency by levying an assessment u})on

absolutely all property which jiroduces any profit for

its possessors, and by establishing a system of taxes

among all the peoples we rule. For it is but just and
proper that no individual or district be exempt from
these taxes, inasmuch as they are to enjoy the
benefits derived from the taxation as much as the
rest. And you should appoint tiix-collcctors to have
supervision of this business in each district, and
cause them to exact the entire amount that falls

due during the term of their supervision from all the

sources of revenue. This plan will not only render
the work of collection easier for these officials, but
will in particular benefit the tax-payers, inasmuch, I

mean, as these will bring in what they owe in the
small instalments a])p()inted, whereas now, if they
are remiss for a brief ])eriod, the entire sum is added
up and demanded of them in a single payment.
"I am not unaware that some will object if this

system of assessments and taxes is established. But
I know tiiis, too,—that if they are subjected to no
furtiicr abuses and are indeed convinced that all

these contributions of theirs will make for their own
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security and for their fearless enjoyment of the rest

of their })roperty, and tliat, again^ the larger part of

their contributions will be received by none but them-
selves, as governors, procurators, or soldiers, they
will be exceedingly grateful to you, since they will

be giving but a slight portion of the abundance from
which they derive the benefit without having to

submit to abuses. Especially will this be true if

they see that you live temperately and spend nothing
foolishly. For who, if he saw that you vere quite

frugal in your expenditures for yourself and quite

lavish in those for the commonwealth, would not
willingly contribute, believing that your wealth
meant his own security and prosperity ?

" So far as funds are concerned, therefore, a

great abundance would be supi)lied from these

sources. And I advise you to conduct as follows

the administration of such matters as have not yet
been mentioned. Adorn this capital with utter dis-

regard of ex})ense and make it magnificent with
festivals of every kind. For it is fitting that we who
rule over many people should surpass all men in all

things, and brilliance of this sort, also, tends in a way
to inspire our allies with res})ect for us and our

enemies with terror. The affairs of the other cities

you should order in this fashion : In the first place,

the })o]nilace should have no authority in any matter,

and should not be allowed to convene in any assembly
at all ; for nothing good would come out of their

deliberations and they would always be stirring up a

good deal of turmoil. Hence it is my opinion that

our populace here in Rome, for that matter, should
not come together either as a court or to hold the

elections, or indeed in any meeting whose object is
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to transact business. In the second place, the cities b.c. 29

should not indulge in })ublic buildings unnecessarily

numerous or large, nor waste their resources on
expenditures for a large number and variety of

public games, lest they exhaust themselves in futile

exertions and be led by unreasonable rivalries to

quarrel among themselves. They ought, indeed, to

have their festivals and spectacles,—to say nothing of

the Circensian games held here in Home,—but not

to such an extent that the public treasury or the

estates of private citizens shall be ruined thereby, or

that any stranger resident there shall be compelled
to contribute to their expense, or that maintenance
for life shall be granted to every one without

exception who has won a victory in a contest. For
it is unreasonable that the well-to-do should be put
under compulsion to spend their money outside

their own countries ; and as for the competitors in

the games, the ])rizes which are offered in each event
are enough, unless a man wins in the Olympian or

Pythian games or in some contest here in Rome.
For these are the only victors who ought to receive

their maintenance, and then the cities will not be
wearing themselves out to no purpose nor Avill any
athlete go into training except those who have a

chance of Avinning ; the rest will be able to follow

some occupation that will be more jirofitable both to

themselves and to the commonwealth. Ihis is my
opinion about these matters. Hut as to the horse-

races in connection with which there are nogvnmastic
contests,^ 1 think that no city but Home should be
joermitted to have them, the object being to prevent
the wanton dissipation of vast sums of money and to

^ He has reference to the Circensican games in Rome.
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keep the populnce froin becoming• deploriil)ly crazed b.c. 2'j

over sucli a s})ort, and, above all, to give those who
are serving in the army an abundant supply of the

best horses. It is for these reasons, therefore, that I

would altogether forbid the holding of such races

anywhere else than here in Rome ; as to the other

games, I have proj)osed to keep them within bounds,

in order that each comnuuiity, by j)utting upon an
inexpensive basis its entertainments for both eye and
ear, n)ay live with greater moderation and less

factious strife.

" None of the cities should be allowed to have its

own separate coinage or system of Aveights and
measures; they should all be required to use ours.

They should send no embassy to you, unless its busi-

ness is one that involves a judicial decision ; they
should rather make what representations they will to

their governor and through him bring to your attention

such of their petitions as he shall approve. In this way
they will be spared expense and be prevented from
resorting to crooked practices to gain their object;

and the answers they receive will be uncontaminated
by their agents and will involve no expense or red

tape.
^' Moreover (to pass to other matters), it seems to

me that you would be adopting the best arrangement
if you should, in the first j)lace, introduce before the

senate the embassies which come from the enemy
and from those under treaty with us, Avhether kings
or democracies ; for, among other considerations, it

is both awe-inspiring and calculated to arouse com-
ment for tile impression to prevail that the senate
lias full autiiority in all matters and for all men to be
fully aware that those envoys who are unfair in their
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HOOK LII

dealings will have many to oppose them. In the b.c. 29

second place, you would do well to have all your

legislation enacted by the senate, and to enforce no
measure vhatever u{)on all the people alike except

the decrees of this body. In this way the dignity of

the empire would be more securely established and
the judgments rendered in accordance with the laws

would instantly be free from all dispute or un-

certainty in the eyes of all the peo})le. In the third

place, it would be well in the case of the members of

the senatorial order who are actually members of the

senate,^ their children, and their wives, if ever they
are charged with a serious offence for which the

I)enalty on conviction would be disfranchisement,

exile, or even death, that you should bring the

matter before the senate without prejudgment against

the accused, and should commit to that body the

entire decision uninfluenced by your opinion. The
[)urpose of this is, that the guilty, thus tried by a

jury consisting solely of their peers, maybe punished
without there being any resentment against you, and
that the others, seeing this, may mend their ways
through fear of being publicly pilloried themselves.

" These suggestions have to do only with those

offences regarding which laws have been established

and judgments are rendered in accordance with these

laws. For as to a charge that some one has vilified

you or in some other way has used unseemly language
regarding you, I would have you neither listen to

the accuser nor follow up the accusation. For it is

disgraceful for you to believe that any one has

wantonly insulted you if you are indeed doing no

^ Aa distinguished from those of the senatorial order
have not yet gained admission to the senate.
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wrong and are but conferring benefits upon all^ and b.c. 29

it is only those who are ruh'ng badly who believe

such thin<;s ; for they draw evidence from their

own conscience of the credibility of the alleged

slanders. And it is, furthermore, a dangerous thing

even to show anger at such imputations (for if they

are true, it were better not to be angry, and if they

are false, it were better to pretend not to be angry),

since many a man in times past has, by adopting

this course, caused to be circulated against him-

self scandals far more numerous and more difficult

to bear. This, then, is my advice concerning those

who are accused of cahnnniating you ; for you
should be su})erior to any insult and too exalted to

be reached by it, and you should never allow your-

self even to imagine, or lead others to imagine, that

it is possible for any one to treat you with contumely,
since you desire that men shall think of you, as they
do of the gods, that your sanctity is inviolable. If,

however, any one is accused of })lotting against you
(and such a thing might also happen), refrain, in his

case also, from either giving judgment yourself or

prejudging the charge (for it is absurd that the

same man should be both accuser and judge), but
bring him before the senate and let him plead his

defence there, and, if he is convicted, punish him,
moderating the sentence as far as possible, in order

that belief in his guilt may be fostered. For most
men are very reluctant to believe that an unarmed
man is i)lotting against one who is armed ; and the

only way you can win them to the belief is by
showing, so far as possible, neither resentment nor
the desire to exact the utmost when you inflict the
penalty. But I make an exception to this rule in
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BOOK LII

the case of a commander of an army who openly n.c 2y

revolts ; for of course it is fitting that such an one
should not be tried at all^ but chastised as a public

enemy.
"These matters, then, should be referred by you

to the senate, and also those others which are of the

greatest importance to the state. For interests which
are shared in common should be administered in

common. Besides, it is doubtless a quality implanted
by nature in all men that they take delight in any
marks of esteem received from a superior which
imply that they are his equals, and that they not

only approve of all decisioiis made by another in

consultation with themselves, as being their own
decisions, but also submit to them as having been
imposed by their own free choice. Therefore I say

that such business ought to be brought before the

senate. Furthermore, all the senators alike, that is,

all who are present, should vote on all other matters
;

but when one of their own number is accused, not

all of them should do so, unless the one is on
trial is not yet sitting as a senator or is still in the

ranks of the ex-quaestors. For it is absurd that one
who has not yet been a tribune or an aedile should

cast a vote against men who have held those offices,

or, worse yet, that any one of the latter should vote

against men who have been praetors, or one of these

last against men who have been consuls. Rather, let

the ex-consuls alone have authority to render deci-

sions in the case of all senators, and let the rest of the

senators vote only in the cases of senators of a rank
equal or inferior to their own.

"But do you judge by yourself alone the cases which
come to you on appeal or reference from the higher

i6i
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BOOK LII

oflficiiils and the })rociii'ator.s^ from the prefect of the b.c. 29

city, the sub-censor^ and from the prefects in charge

respectively of the grain-supply and the night-watch.

^

For none of these should have such absolute juris-

diction and final authority that an appeal cannot

be made from him. Do you, therefore, pass upon
these cases and those which involve knights and
centurions recruited from the levies and the foremost

private citizens, when they are defendants on a charge

punishable by death or disfranchisement. For such

cases should be conmiitted to you alone, and for the

reasons mentioned no one else should judge them
solely upon his own responsibility. Indeed, in the

rendering of decisions generally you should be brought
into consultation, invariably by the senators and
knights of highest rank and also, as occasion calls for

one or another, by the other senators who are ex-

consuls and ex-praetors, the object being twofold :

that you on your part may first become more in-

timately acquainted with their characters and may
then be able to j)ut them to the right kind of

employment, and that they, on their part, may first

become familiar with your habits of mind and your
plans before they go out to govern the provinces.

Do not, however, ask for a public expression of their

opinion on any matter that requires an unusually

careful consideration, lest they hesitate to speak
freely, since in giving their o})inions they follow

their superiors in rank ; make them, rather, write

their opinions on tablets. These you should read in

private, that they may become known to no one else,

and should then order the writing to be erased forth-

with. For the best way for you to get at each man's

^ Prueftctus annonae una praefeclus vig^ihun.
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precise opinion would he to give him the certainty n.r. 29

tliat liis vote cannot be detected among the rest.

'^ Moreover, for your judicial work and your cor-

respondence, to help you attend to the decrees of

the states and the petitions of private individuals,

and for all other business which belongs to the ad-

ministration of the empire, you must have men
chosen from the knights to be your helpers and
assistants. For all the details of administration will

move along more easily in this way, and you will

neither err through relying upon your own judg-

ment nor become exhausted through relying upon
your own efforts. Grant to every one wishes

to offer you advice, on any matter Avhatever, the

right to speak freely and without fear of the con-

sequences ; for if you are pleased with what he says

you will be greatly benefited, and if you are not
convinced it Avill do you no haiTn. Those vho win
your favourable opinion for their suggestions you
should both commend and honour, since you your-

self will gain credit through their discoveries ; but
do not treat with disrespect or criticise those who
fail of your apj)roval, since it is their intentions that

you should consider, and their lack of success

should not call forth your censure. Guard against

this same mistake in matters of Avarfare, also
;
give

wav neither to anffer against a man for an unin-

tentional misfortune nor to jealousy for a piece of

good fortune, that all may zealously and gladly

incur danger for your sake, confident that if they
meet with any reverse they will not be punished
for it and that if they gain success they will not

have snares laid for them. There have been many,
at any rate, who through fear of jealousy on the
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part of tliose in power liave chosen to accept defeat

rather than acliieve success, and as a result have
gained safety for themselves while inflicting the loss

upon their rulers. Therefore, since you yourself

stand to reap the major part of the fruits of both
outcomes, the failures as well as the successes, you
should never consent to become jealous, nominally
of others, but really of yourself.

" Whatever you wish your subjects to think and
do, this you should always say and do yourself. In

this way you will be educating them, rather than in-

timidating them through the punishments prescribed

by the laws. The former policy inspires zeal, the

latter fear ; and one finds it easier to imitate that

which is good when he sees it actually practised

than to avoid that which is evil Avhen he hears it

forbidden by mere words. Be scrupulous yourself

in all your actions, showing no mercy to yourself,

in the full assurance that all men will forthwith

learn of whatever you say or do. For you \vill live

as it vere in a theatre in which the spectators are

the whole world ; and it will not be possible for you
to escape detection if you make even the most
trivial mistake. Indeed, you will never be alone,

but always in the company of many when you do
anything ; and since the remainder of mankind
somehow take the keenest delight in prying into

the conduct of their rulers, if once they ascertain

that you are recommending to them one course but
are yourself taking another, instead of fearing your
threats they imitate your actions.

"You should, of coarse, supervise the lives of your
subjects, but do not scrutinise them with too much
rigour. Sit in judgment upon all offences reported
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to you by others, hut act as if you were not even n.c•. 29

aware of offences concerninf^ which no one lias made
accusation—except in the case of trespasses against

tlie public interest. These ought, of course, to re-

ceive proper attention, even if no one files a charge
;

but as to private shortcomings, vhile you should

indeed have knowledge of them, in order that you
may avoid making a mistake some day by employing
an unsuitable j^erson as your agent in some matter,

yet you should not go so far as to convict those who
are guilty of them. For human nature often tempts
men to commit many a violation of the law, and if

you were to prosecute such offences rigorously, you
vould leave unpunished few or none of the offenders;

but if in a kindly spirit you mix reasonableness with

the prescriptions of the law, you may succeed in

bringing the offenders to their senses. The law,

you know, though it of necessity makes its punish-

ments severe, cannot always conquer nature. And
so in the case of some men, if they think that their

sins have not been discovered, or if they have been
reproved but not unduly, they reform, either be-

cause they feel disgraced at having been found out,

or because their self-respect keeps them from falling

again ; whereas, if they have been publicly ex})osed

and have lost all sense of shame, or have been
chastised unduly, they overturn and trample under
foot all the conventions of the law and become
Avholly slaves to the impulses of nature. Therefore
it is neither easy to punish offenders in\'ariably in

all cases nor is it seemly to alloAv them in particular

cases to flaunt their wickedness openly.
" Now this is the way I advise you to deal with

men's shortcomings, with the exception of those
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persons who are utterly incorri<]jible ; and you should b.c. 29

honour their good actions even beyond the merits of

the deeds themselves. For you can best induce men
to refrain from evil ways by kindness, and to desire

better Avays by liberality. You need have no fear

that you will ever lack either money or the other

means of rewarding those who do good deeds. On
the contrary, I fancy that those who will deserve

your favours will prove far too few, seeing that you
hold empire over so vast an extent of land and sea.

Nor need you fear that any who have received your
benefactions will ever act ungratefully ; for nothing
so captivates and conciliates a man, be he foreigner

or foe, as being not only the object of no Avrongs

but, in addition, the recipient of kindness.
" As regards your subjects, then, you should so

conduct yourself, in my ojiinion. So far as you your-

self are concerned, permit no exceptional or prodigal

distinction to be given you, through word or deed,

either by the senate or by any one else. For whereas
the honour which you confer upon others lends

glory to them, yet nothing can be given to you
that is greater than what you already possess, and,

besides, no little suspicion of insincerity vould
attach to its giving. No subject, you see, is ever

supposed to vote any such distinction to his ruler

of his own free , and since all such honours as

a ruler receives he must receive from himself, he
not only wins no commendation for the honour but
becomes a laughing-stock besides. You must there-

fore depend ii})on your good deeds to provide for

you any additional splendour. And you should
never permit gold or silver images of yourself to be
made, for they are not only costl}^ but also invite
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destruction and last only a brief time ; but rather b.c. jy

by your benefactions fasliion other images in the

hearts of your people, images which will never

tarnish or perish. Neither should 3OU ever permit

the raising of a temple to you ; for the expenditure

of vast sums of money on such objects is sheer

waste. This money would better be used for neces-

sary objects ; for wealth which is really wealth is

gathered, not so much by getting largely, as by
saving largely. Then, again, from temples comes
no enhancement of one's glory. For it is virtue

that raises many men to the level of gods, and no
man ever became a god by popular vote. Hence,
if you are upright as a man and honourable as a

ruler, the whole earth will be your hallowed pre-

cinct, all cities your tem})les, and all men your
statues, since within their thoughts you will ever be
enshrined and glorified. As for those, on the con-

trary, who administer their realms in any other way,
such honours not only do not lend holiness to them,
even though shrines are set apart for them in all

their cities, but even bring a greater reproach upon
them, becoming, as it were, trophies of their base-

ness and memorials of their injustice ; for the

longer these temples last, the longer abides the

memory of their infamy. Therefore, if you desire

to become in very truth immortal, act as I advise

;

and, furthermore, do you not only yourself worship
the Divine Power everywhere and in every way in

accordance with the traditions of our fathers, but
compel all others to honour it. Those attempt
to distort our religion with strange rites you should
abhor and punish, not merely for the sake of the

gods (since if a man despises these he will not pay
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lionour to any other beiii^), but because such men, b.c •-">

by bringing in new divinities in place of the old,

persuade many to adopt foreign practices, from which
spring up conspiracies, factions, and cabals, Avhich

are far from profitable to a monarchy. Do not,

therefore, ])ermit anybody to be an atheist or a

sorcerer. Soothsaying, to be sure, is a necessary

art, and you should by all means ap})oint some
men to be diviners and augurs, to whom those

resort who wish to consult them on any matter

;

but there ought to be no vorkers in magic at all.

For such men, by speaking the truth sometimes,

but generally falsehood, often encourage a great

many to attempt revolutions. The same thing is

done also by many who pretend to be philosophers ;

hence I advise you to be on your guard against them,
too. Do not, because you have had experience ot

good and honourable men like Areius and Atheno-
dorus,^ believe that all the rest who claim to be
philosophers are like them ; for infinite harm, both

to connnunities and to individuals, is worked by cer-

tain men who but use this profession as a screen.
" Now you should be wholly inclined to peace, so

far as your purpose is concerned and your desire for

nothing more than you now possess, but as regards

your military preparations you should be distinctly

warlike, in order that, if possible, no one may either

wish or attempt to wrong you, but if he should, that

he may be punished easily and instimtly. And inas-

much as it is necessary, for these and other reasons,

that there shall be persons arc to keep eyes and
ears open to anything which affects your imperial

position, in order that you may not be unaware of

^ For Areius see li. 16, 4 ; for Athenodorus, hi. 4.?, 2.
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any situation that rc'(jiiir('.s measures of precaution or u.c. 29

correction, you should have such agents, but re-

member that you should not believe absolutely

everything they say, but should carefully inves-

tigate their reports. For there are many who,
from various motives,—either because they hate

others or covet their possessions, or because they
want to do a favour to some one else, or because

they have demanded money from some one and have

not obtained it,—bring false charges against the

persons concerned, pretending that they are en-

gaged in sedition or are planning or saying some-
thing prejudicial to the ruler. Therefore one ought
not to give heed to them forthwith or readily, but

rather should prove everything they say. For if

you are too slow in placing your trust in one of

these men, you will suffer no great harm, but if

you are too hasty you may possibly make a mistake
>viiich you cannot repair.

" Now it is both right and necessary for you to

honour the good who are associated with you, both
your freedmen and the rest ; for this course will

bring you credit and a large measure of security.

They should not, however, acquire excessive power,
but should all be rigorously kept under discipline,

so that you shall never be brought into discredit by
them. For everything they do, whether good or ill,

will be set to your account, and you will yourself be
considered by the world to be of a character akin to

the conduct which you do not object to in them.
"As regards the men of power and influence, then,

you should not permit them to overreach others,

nor yet, on the other hand, to be blackmailed by
others ; neither let the mere fact that a man
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possesses power l)e imputed to liim as a eriine even u.c. 2'j

though he eoiniiiit no off'enee. But in the ease of

the masses, viridieate them vigorously when they are

wronged and be not too ready to give heed to accu-

sations against them ; but make the accused persons'

actions alone and by themselves the object of your

scrutiny, neither harbouring suspicion against what-

ever is superior nor placing your trust in whatever is

inferior. Honour those who are diligent and those

who by their skill devise something useful, but ab-

hor those who are slothful or who busy themselves

with trivial things, in order that your subjects,

cleaving to the former by reason of your emolu-

ments and holding themselves aloof from the latter

by reason of your punishments, may become, as you
desire, more comj)etent in respect to their private

affairs and more serviceable in respect to the in-

terests of the state.

" It is well to make the number of disputes on the
part of private citizens as few as possible and to

render as expeditious as possible their settlement

;

but it is most important to restrain the rash enter-

prises of connnunities, and if they are attempting to

coerce others or to go beyond their capacity or

means in any undertaking or expenditure, to forbid

it, even though in their petitions they invoke
blessings upon the em})ire and pray for your >velfare

and good fortune. It is important also to eradicate

their mutual enmities and rivalries, and not to

permit them to assume empty titles or to do any-

thing else that Avill bring them into strife with
others. And all will readily yield obedience to you,

both individuals and connnunities, in this and in every
other matter, provided that you make no exceptions
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whatever to this rule as a concession to anyl)ocly ; b.c. 29

for the uneven application of laws nullifies even

those which are well established. Consequently

you ought not to allow your subjects even to ask

you, in the first place, for what you are not going

to give them, but should compel them strenuously

to avoid at the outset this very practice of peti-

tioning for what is prohibited.
" So much for these things. And I counsel you

never to make full use of your power against your
subjects as a body, nor to consider it any curtailment

of your power if you do not actually put into effect

all the measures you are in a j)osition to enforce
;

but the greater your ability to do all you desire, the

more eager you should be to desire in all things

only what it is fitting you should desire. Always
(juestion your own heart in private whether it is

right or not to do a given thing, and vhat you
should do or refrain from doing to cause men to

love you, with the purpose of doing the one and
avoiding the other. For do not imagine that men
will think you are doing your duty if only you hear
no word of censure passed upon you ; neither must
you expect that any man so abandon his senses

as to reproach you openly for anything you do. No
one will do this, no matter how flagrantly he has

been Avronged ; on the contrary, many are com-
pelled even to commend their oppressors in public,

though they must struggle to keep from showing
their resentment. But the ruler must get at the
disposition of his subjects, not by what they say,

but by what they in all likelihood think.

"These are the things I would have you do—these
and others of like nature ; for there are many which
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I must pass over, sinco it is impossible to include b.c. 2'j

them all in a single discussion. There is, however,

one statement which will serve as a summary with

respect both to wliat has been said and to what has

been left unsaid : if you of your own accord do all that

you would wish another to do if he ])ecame your
ruler, you will err in nothing and succeed in every-

thing, and in consequence you will find your life

most happy and utterly free from danger. For how
can men help regarding you with affection as father

and saviour, wiien they see that you are orderly and
uj)right in your life, successful in war though in-

clined to peace ; when you refrain from insolence

and greed ; when you meet them on a footing of

ecpiality, do not grow rich yourself while levying

tribute on them, do not live in luxury yourself

while imj)osing hardships upon them, are not licen-

tious yourself while rej)roving licentiousness in them,
—when, instead of all this, your life is in every

way and manner precisely like theirs } Therefore,

since you have in your own hands a mighty means
of protection,—that you never do Avrong to another,

—be of good courage and believe me vhen I tell

you that you will never become the object of hatred

or of conspiracy. And since this is so, it follows of

necessity tliat you will also lead a happy life ; for

what condition is happier, what more blissful, than,

possessing virtue, to enjoy all the blessings vhich
men can know and to be able to bestow them upon
others }

" Think upon these things and upon all that I have
told you, and be })ersuaded of me, and let not this

fortune slip which has chosen you from all mankind
and has set you up as their ruler. For, if you

183



DIO'S ROMAN HISTORY

el ye €^ ^^^ ci^fj)

(; Ckeia^ • },€ 7\)<;, } Se Srj

2^ /^^? '€. el '

€7:\€ irpoaher],<;,€,€ ^ -
prjffei,6 aL\ea epyov avev.

41 elircov,', ^ ^ .\, ,
2 '^ ',^^̂̂ . '', ^
?, ,^ ^.

3 , ^^,,̂ -
^ 6 R. Steph., VM.

^ reference to the title of " Augustus." The Greek
verb ^^, here rendered by this long phrase for the sake

184



BOOK

prefer the monarcliy in f;ict but fear the title of n.c. 2!»

^ king ' as being accursed, you have but to decline

this title and still be sole ruler under the appel-

lation of 'Caesar.' And if you require still other

epithets, your people will give you that of ' hnpcrator

'

as they gave it to your father ; and they will pay
reverence to your august position ^ by still another

term of address, so that you will enjoy fully the

reality of the kingship without the odium Avhich

attaches to the name of ' king.'
"

Maecenas thus brought his speech to an end.

And Caesar heartily commended both him and
Agripj)a for the wealth of their ideas and of their

arguments and also for their frankness in expressing

them ; but he preferred to adopt the advice of

Maecenas. He did not, however, immediately put
into effect all his suggestions, fearing to meet with
failure at some point if he purposed to change the

ways of all mankind at a stroke ; ])ut he introduced

some reforms at the moment and some at a later

time, leaving still others for those to effect who
should subse(piently hold the principate, in the

belief that as time j)assed a better opportunity would
be found to })ut these last into operation. And
Agrippa, also, although he had advised against these

j)olicies, cooperated with Caesar most zealously in

respect to all of them, just as if he had himself pro«

j)osed them.
These and all the rest that I have recorded earlier

in this narrative were the acts of Caesar in the year
in which he was consul for the fifth time ; and he

of the word-play, is from the same root as 2€)8, the
usual term for Augustus (cf. liii. 16, 8). Dio, however, regu-
larly transliterates the Roman title, when he uses it ; but he
generally refers to Augustus as Caesar.
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assumed tlie title of imperator. I do not here refer

to the title which had occasionally been bestowed, in

accordance with the ancient custom, upon generals

in recognition of their victories,—for he had re-

ceived that many times before this and received it

many times afterwards in honour merely of his

achievements, so that he won the name of imperator

twenty-one times,—but rather the title in its other

use, which signifies the possession of the supreme
power, in which sense it had been voted to his

father Caesar and to the children and descendants of

Caesar.

After this he became censor with Agrippa as his

colleague, and in addition to other reforms Avhich he
instituted, he purged the senate. For as a result of

the civil wars a large number of knights and even of

foot-soldiers were in the senate vithout justification

in merit, so that the membership of that body had
been swollen to a thousand. Now though it was
his wish to remove these men, he did not erase any
of their names himself, but urged them rather, on the

strength of their own knovledge of their families and
their lives, to become their own judges ; he thus first

persuaded some fifty of them to withdraw from the

senate voluntarily, and then compelled one hundred
and forty others to imitate their example. He dis-

franciiised none of them, but posted the names of

the second group only ; for he spared the members
of the first grouj) the re})roach of the publication ot

their names, because they had not delayed but had
straightway obeyed liim. So all these men returned
to private life of their own free will, so far as ap-

pearances were concerned ; but Quintus Statilius

was deposed, decidedly against his will, from the
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tribuncshi]), to wliich lie liad been appointed. And
Caesar caused some other men to become senators,

and he enrolled amon^• the ex-consuls two men
of the senatorial class, a certain Gaius Cluvius

and Gaius Furnius, because, after they had already

been elected consuls, they had been unable to

serve, since others had occupied their offices first.

And at the same time he increased the number of

patrician families, ostensibly with the senate's per-

mission, inasmuch as the greater part of the patricians

had })erished (indeed no class is so wasted in our

civil vars as the nobility), and because the patricians

are always regarded as indispensable for the per-

})etuation of our traditional institutions. In addition

to these measures he forbade all members of the

senate to go outside of Italy, unless he himself

should command or j)ermit them to do so. This

restriction is still observed down to the present day
;

for no senator is allowed to leave the country for

the })urpose of visiting any |)lace except Sicily and
Gallia Narbonensis. But in the case of these regions,

since they are close at hand and the inhabitants are

unarmed and peaceful, those who have any posses-

sions there are conceded the right to re})air to them
as often as they like without asking permission. And
since he saw that many of the senators and others

who had been j)artisans of Antony were still inclined

to be suspicious of him, and was fearful lest they
might set a revolution on foot, he announced that all

the letters that had been found in Antony's strong

boxes had been burned. And it is quite true that

he had destroyed some of them, but he Avas very
careful to keep the larger part, and afterwards lie

did not scru])le to make use of them, either.
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So much for these matters. Caesar also settled

Carthage anew, because Lepidus had laid waste a

part of it and by this act, it was held, had abrogated

the rights of the earlier colonists. And he sent a

summons to Antiochus of Commagene, because he
had treacherously murdered an envoy who had been
despatched to Rome by his brother, who was at

variance with him. Caesar brought him before the

senate, and when judgment had been passed against

him, put him to death. He also obtained Capreae
from the Neapolitans, to whom it originally belonged,

giving other territory in exchange. It lies not far

from the mainland in the region of Surrentum and is

good for nothing, but is renowned even to the

present day because Tiberius had a residence there.
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The following is contained in the Fifty-third of Dio's

Rome :
—

How the temple of Apollo on the Palatine was dedicated
(chap. 1).

How Caesar delivered a speech in the senate, as if he were
retiring from the sole rulership, and afterwards assigned
to that body its provinces (chaps. 2-12).

About the appointment of the governors sent to the pro-

vinces (chaps. 13-15).

How Caesar was given the title of Augustus (chap. 16).

About the names which the emperors receive (chaps. 17, 18).

How the Saepta were dedicated (chap. 23).

How Caesar fought against the Asturea and Cantabri
(chap. 25).

How (Jalatia began to be governed ])y Romans (chap. 26).

How the Basilica of Neptune and the Baths of Agrippa were
dedicated (chap. 27).

How the l*antheon was dedicated (cliap. 27).

How Augustus was freed from the obligation of obeying the
laws (chap. 28).

How an expedition was made against Arabia Felix (chap.29).

Duration of time, six years, in which there were the
magistrates (consuls) here enumerated :

—

B.C.

28 Caesar (VI), M. Vipsanius L. F. Agrippa (IT).

27 Caesar (VII), M. Vipsanius L. F. Agrippa (III).

26 Caesar Augustus (VIII), T. Statilius T. F. Taurus (II).

25 Augustus (IX), M. Junius M. F. Silanus.

24 Augustus (X), C. Norbanus C. F. C. N. Flaccus.

23 Augustus (XI), Cn. Calpurniiis Cn. F. Cn. N. Piso.

These were the occurrences at that time. The b.c. 28

followinnj year Caesar held oliice for the sixth time
and conformed in all other respects to the usages

^ Ka\troi>pvios Xyh,! VM.
' niawv Dind., VM.
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handed down from the earliest times, and, in par-

ticular, he delivered to Agrippa, his colleague, the

bundles of rods as it was incumbent upon him to do,

while he himself used the other set,^ and on com-
pleting his term of oHice he took the oath according

to ancestral custom.'-^ Whether he ever did this

again, I do not know, for he always i)aid exceptional

honour to Agrippa ; thus he gave him his niece in

marriage, and provided him with a tent similar to

his own vhenever they were campaigning together,

and the watchword was given out by both of them.
At this particular time, now, besides attending to his

other duties as usual, he completed the taking of

the census, in connection with which his title was
princcps senalus, as had been the practice when
Rome was truly a republic. Moreover, he com-
])leted and dedicated the temple of Apollo on the

Palatine, the precinct surrounding it, and the

libraries. He also celebrated in company Avith

Agrippa the festival which had been voted in

honour of the victory won at Actium ; and during

this celebration he caused the boys and men of the

nobility to take part in the Circensian games. This

festival was held for a time every four years and was
in charge of the four priesthoods in succession

—

I mean the pontifices, the augurs, and the septem-
viri and quindecimviri, as they were called. On
the present occasion, moreover, a gymnastic contest

^ Augustus seems to have used twenty-four lictors until

29 B.C., and thereafter twelve, first as consul (until 23), then
as proconsul (until 19), and later on all occasions. Cf. liv. 10, 5.

^ The customary oath taken by the consuls at the close of

their term of oilice to the effect that they had done nothing
contrary to the laws and had acted for the highest interests
of the state. Cf. xxxvii. 38, 2, and xxxviii. 12, 3.
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was held, a wooden stadium having been constructed

in the Camj)us Martius, and there was a gladiatorial

combat between captives. Tliese events continued

for several days and were not interrupted even when
Caesar fell ill ; but Agrippa went on with them even
so, discharging Caesar's duties as well as his own.

Now Caesar allowed it to be understood that he

was spending his private means upon these festivals,

and when money was needed for the public treasury,

he borrowed some and supplied the want ; and for

the management of the funds he ordered two
annual magistrates to be chosen from among the

ex-j)raetors. To the populace he distributed a

quadruple allowance of grain and to some of the

senators he made i)resents of money. For so many
of them had become impoverished that none was
willing to hold even the office of aedile because of

the magnitude of the expenditures involved ; indeed,

the functions which belonged to that office, and
particularly the judicial functions, >vere assigned to

the praetors, as had been the custom, the more im-

portant to the praetor urbanus and the rest to the

praetor peregrinus. In addition to all this, Caesar

himself a})pointed the praetor urbanus, as, indeed,

he often did subsequently. He cancelled all obli-

gations which had been given to the public treasury

previous to the battle of Actiuni, except those

secured by buildings, and he burned the old notes
of those who were indebted to the state. As for

religious matters, he did not allow the Egyptian rites

to be celebrated inside the pomerium, but made ])ro-

vision for the temples ; those which had been built

by private individuals he ordered their sons and
descendants, if any survived, to repair, and the rest
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he restored himself. He did not, however, appro- b.c. t

priate to liimself the credit for their erection, but
allowed it to go as before to the original builders.

And inasmuch as he had put into effect very many
illegal and unjust regulations during the factional

strife and the wars, esjx'cially in the period of his

joint rule with Antony and Lepidus, he abolished

them all by a single decree, setting the end of his

sixth consulship as the time for their expiration.

When, now, he obtained approbation and praise for

this act, he desired to exhibit another instance of

magnanimity, that by such a policy he might be
honoured all the more and might have his sovereignty

voluntarily confirmed by the people, so as to avoid

the appearance of having forced them against their

will. Therefore, having first primed his most in-

timate friends among the senators, he entered the
senate in his seventh consulship and read the fol- b.c. 2

lowing address

:

" 1 am sure that I shall seem to some of you, Con-
script Fathers, to have made an incredible choice.

For what each one of my hearers vould not vish
to do himself, he does not like to believe, either,

when another claims to have done it, especially as

everyone is jealous of anybody Avho is superior to

him and so is more prone to disbelieve any utter-

ance that is above his own standard. Besides, I

know this, that those who say what appears to be
incredible not only fail to persuade others but also

appear to be im})ostors. And indeed, if it Avere a

question of my j)romising something that 1 was not
intending to put into effect inmiediately, I should
have been exceedingly loath to proclaim it, for fear

of gaining, instead of gratitude, some grievous im-
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putatioii. But as it is^ when the performance will b.c. 27

follow the promise this very day, I feel quite con-

fident, not only that I shall incur no reproach of

falsehood, but that I shall surpass all mankind in

good repute. You see for yourselves, of course,

that it is in my j)ower to rule over you for life ; for

every factious element has either been put down
through the ap})lication of justice or brought to its

senses by receiving mercy, while those who were on
my side have been made devoted by my reciprocat-

ing their friendly services and bound fast by having
a share in the government. Therefore none of them
desires a revolution, and if anything of the sort

should take place, at least the party which will

stand by me is even more ready than it was before.

My military is in the finest condition as regards both
loyalty and strength ; there is money and there are

allies ; and, most important of all, you and the

people are so disj30sed toward me that you would
distinctly wish to have me at your head. HoAvever,

1 shall lead you no longer, and no one will be able

to say that it was to win absolute power that I did

whatever has hitherto been done. Nay, I give up
my office completely, and restore to you absolutely

everything,—the army, the laws, and the provinces,

— not only those Avhich you committed to me, but
also those which I myself later acquired for you.

Thus my very deeds also will })rove to you that even
at the outset I desired no position of power, but in

very truth wished to avenge my father, cruelly

murdered, and to extricate the city from great evils

that came on unceasingly. Indeed, I Avould that I

had not gone so far as to assume charge of affairs

as I did ; that is, 1 would that the city had not
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required me for an}' such task^ but that we of this b.c.

generation also might have Hved from the beginning

in peace and harmony, as our fathers lived of yore.

But since some destiny, as it appears, brought you
to a position where you had need even of me, young
as I still was at the time, and put me to the test, I

did everything Avith a zeal even beyond my years

and accomplished everything with a good fortune

even beyond my powers, so long as the situation de-

manded my help. And nothing in the world could

deter me from aiding you when you were in danger,

—neither toil, nor fear, nor threats of foes, nor

prayers of friends, nor the multitude of the conspira-

tors, nor the desperation of our adversaries ; nay, I

gave myself to you unstintingly for any and all the

exigencies which have arisen, and vhat I did and
suffered, you know. From all this I have derived

no gain for myself except that I have kept my
country from perishing ; but as for you, you are

enjoying both safety and tranquillity. Since, then.

Fortune, by using me, has graciously restored to you
peace without treachery and harmony without
faction, receive back also your liberty and the re-

public ; take over the army and the subject j)ro-

vinces, and govern yourselves as has been your
wont.

" You should not be surprised at this purpose of

mine, when you see my reasonableness in other

resi)ects, my mildness, and my love of quiet, and
when you reflect, moreover, that 1 have never ac-

cepted any extraordinary privilege nor anything
beyond what the many might gain, though you have
often voted manv of Ihem to me. Do not, on the
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other hand, condemn me as foolish because, wlien it b.c. 27

is in my power to rule over you and to hold so great

a sovereignty over this vast world, 1 do not wish it.

For, if one looks into the merits of the case from
the point of view of justice, I regard it as most just

for you to manage your own affairs ; if froin the

point of view of expediency, I consider it most
expedient, both that 1 should be free from trouble

and not be the object of jealousy and intrigue, and
that you should have a government based upon
liberty and conducted with moderation and friendly

feeling ; and if, finally, from the point of view of

glory, to win which many men are often found ready

to choose war and personal risk, will it not add most
to my renown to resign so great an empire, it

not add most to my glory to leave so exalted a

sovereignty and voluntarily become a private citizen ?

Therefore, if there is any one of you believes

that no man except me can really and sincerely hold

to such ideals and give them utterance, at least let

him believe it of me. For, though I could recite

many great benefits conferred upon you both by me
and by my father, for >vhich Ave beyond all other

men could reasonably claim your affection and your
honour, I could single out no other act in preference
to this, nor could I feel a greater pride in any other

thing than in this,—that he refused the monarchy
although you offered it to him, and that I, vhen I

hold it, lay it aside.

" What achievement, indeed, could one compare
with these acts of ours ? The conquest of Gaul, the
enslavement of Pannonia, the subjugation of Moesia,
the overthrow of Egypt ? Or Pharnaces, or Juba, or

Phraates, or the campaign against the Britons, or
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the crossing of the Rhine ? Yet these are greater b.c, 27

and more important deeds than even all our fore-

fathers togetlier performed in all previous time.

Nevertheless, no one of these exploits deserves a

place beside my present act, to say nothing of our

civil wars, of all which have ever occurred the

greatest and most varied in its changing fortunes,

which we fought to an honourable conclusion and
brought to a humane settlement, overpowering as

enemies all who resisted, but sparing as friends all

who yielded ; therein setting an example, so that if

it should be fated that our city should ever again be
afflicted, one might pray that it should conduct its

quarrel in the same way. Indeed, I will go further

:

that we, when we possessed a strength so great, and
when we so clearly stood at the summit of prowess
and good fortune, that we could exercise over you,

with or without your consent, our arbitrary rule, did

not lose our senses or conceive the desire for sole

supremacy, but that he thrust that supremacy aside

when it was offered him and that I return it after it

has been given me,—that, I say, transcends the

deeds of a man ! I say this, not by way of idle

boasting,—indeed, I should not have said it at all, if

I were going to derive any advantage whatever from
it,—but in order that you may see that, although we
can point to many benefits conferred upon the state

at large and to many services rendered to individuals

of which we might boast, yet we take the greatest

pride in this, that what others so desire that they are

even willing to do violence to gain it, this we do not

accept even under compulsion. Who could be found
more magnanimous than I,—not to mention again

my deceased father,—who more nearly divine ? For
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I,—tlie gods be my witnesses !—who have so many
gallant soldiers, both Romans and allies, who are

devoted to me, I, who am supreme over the entire

sea within the Pillars of Hercules except for a few
tribes, I who possess both cities and provinces in

every continent, at a time when there is no longer

any foreign enemy making war upon me and no one
at home is engaged in sedition, but when you are all

at peace, are harmonious and strong, and, greatest of

all, are content to yield obedience, I, in spite of all

this, voluntarily and of my own motion resign so

great a dominion and give up so vast a possession.

So then, if Horatius, Mucius, Curtius, Regulus, and
the Decii were willing to encounter danger and to

die to win the fame of having done a great and
noble deed, why should not I desire even more to do
this thing, whereby, without losing my life, I shall

excel both them and all the rest of mankind in

glory? In truth no one of you should think that

the ancient Romans sought to win fair fame and
reputation for valour, but that in these days every

manly virtue has become extinct in the state. And
further, let no one suspect that 1 wish to betray you
by delivering you into the hands of a group of wicked
men, or by giving you over to government by the

mob, from which nothing good ever comes, but

rather in all cases and for all mankind nothing but

the most terrible evils. Nay, it is to you senators,

to you who are the best and visest, that I restore

the entire administration of the state. The other

course I should never have followed, even had it

been necessary for me to die a thousand deaths, or

even to assume the sole rule ; but this policy I adopt
both for my own good and for that of the city. For
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I myself have undergone both labours and hardships b.c. 27

and am no longer able to stand the strain, either in

mind or in body. Furthermore, I foresee the jealousy

and hatred wliich are engendered in certain persons

against even the best men and the plots which arise

therefrom. It is for these reasons that 1 choose the

life of a {)rivate citizen and fair fame rather than

that of a sovereign and constant peril. And as for

the business of the commonwealth, it would be
carried on far better by all in common, inasmuch as

it would be transacted by many men together instead

of being dependent ujwn some one man.
" For these reasons, then, 1 ask and implore you

one and all both to approve my course and to

cooperate heartily with me, reflecting u})on all that

1 have done for you alike in war and in public life,

and rendering me complete recomi)ense for it all by
this one favour,—by allowing me at last to be at

peace as I live out my life. Thus you will come to

know that I understand not only how to rule but

also how to submit to rule, and that all the commands
which I have laid upon others I can endure to have
laid u})on me. I ask this because I expect to live in

security, if that be })ossible, and to suffer no harm
from anybody by either deed or word,—such is the

confidence, based upon my own conscience, which I

have in your good-will ; but if some disaster should

befall me, such as falls to the lot of many (for it is

not possible for a man to please everybody, especially

when he has been involved in vars of such magnitude,
both foreign and civil, and has had affairs of such
importance entrusted to him), with entire willingness

I make my choice to die even before my appointed
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time as a private citizen, in preference to living u.c. 27

forever as the occupant of a throne. Indeed, this

very choice will bring me renown,—that I not only

did not deprive another of life in order to win that

office, but went so far as even to give up my life in

order to avoid being king ; and the man who dares

to slay me will certainly be punished, I am sure, both

by Heaven and by you, as happened, methinks, in

the case of my father. For he was declared to be
the equal of the gods and obtained eternal honours,

whereas those who slew him })erished, miserable men,
by a miserable death. As for immortality, we could

not })ossibly achieve it ; but by living nobly and by
dying nobly we do in a sense gain even this boon.

Therefore, I, who already possess the first requisite

and hope to possess the second, return to you the

armies and the provinces, the revenues and the laws,

adding only a iew words of suggestion, to the end
that you may not be afraid of the magnitude of the

business of administration, or of the difficulty of

handling it and so become discouraged, and that you
may not, on the other hand, regard it v/iih contempt,
with the idea that it can easily be managed, and thus

neglect it.

" And yet, after all, I feel no hesitancy about
suggesting to you in a summary Avay Avhat ought to

be done in each of the leading departments of

administration. And what are these suggestions .'*

In the first place, guard vigilantly the established

laws and change none of tiiem ; for what remains

fixed, even though it be inferior, is more advan-
tageous than what is always subject to innovations,

even though it seem to be superior. Next, ])ay

strict heed to do whatever these laws enjoin upon
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you ;md to refrain from whatever they forbid, and do «c u?

this not only in word but also in deed, not only

in public but also in private, that you may obtain,

not penalties, but honours. Entrust the offices both

of peace and of war to those who are the most

excellent and the most prudent, harbouring no

jealousy of any man, and indulging in rivalry, not to

advance the j)rivate interests of this or that man,

but to keep the city safe and make it prosperous.

Honour men who show this spirit, but punish those

who act otherwise in political life. Treat your private

means as the common property of the state, but

refrain from the })ublic funds as belonging to others.

Guard strictly what you already have, but never

covet that which does not belong to you. Do not

treat the allies and subject nations insolently nor

exploit them for gain, and in dealing vith the

enemy, neither wrong him nor fear him. Have your

arms always in hand, but do not use them either

against one another or against those who keep the

peace. Maintain the soldiers adequately, so that

they may not on account of vant desire anything

which belongs to others ; keep them in hand and

under discipline, that they may not become pre-

sumptuous and do harm.
'' 13ut why make a long speech by going through

everything in detail which it behooves you to do ?

For you may easily understand from these hints how
all other matters should be handled. I will close with

this one further remark, that if you will conduct the

government in this manner, you will both enjoy

215



DIO'S ROMAN HISTORY

', <;
8 ^; ciTreSec^a, 8'€ otlovp, ,

Be 8 €9 € ? e?-
€yXo . '

11 } '^/. oXiyoL

yap € )' '^ ,,
2 ^,\ ^, yap,, ,*
3 ^. yap -

Xyea^ -,^ ^ ,^'
Xy^a,

4 , ' .
vayovo.

' ,
vayyv,^
^€ R. Steph.,^^ VM.

26



BOOK LIII

prosperity yourselves and you will gratify me, who b.c. j?

found you engaged in wretched strife and made you
what you now are ; but if there is any part whatever

of this programme that you shall prove unable to

carry out, you will cause me to regret my action and
you will at the same time cast the city again into

many wars and grave dangers."

While Caesar was reading this address, varied

feelings took possession of the senators. A few of

them knew his real intention and consequently kept

a])plauding him enthusiastically ; of the rest, some
were suspicious of his words, vhile others believed

them, and therefore both classes marvelled equally,

the one at his cunning and the other at his decision,

and both were dis})leased, the former at his scheming
and the latter at his change of mind. For already

there were some who abhorred the democratic con-

stitution as a breeder of strife, vere pleased at the

change in government, and took delight in Caesar.

Consequently, though they >vere variously affected

by his announcement, their views Avere the same.

For, on the one hand, those who believed he had
spoken the truth could not show their pleasure,

—

those who wished to do so being restrained by their

fear and the others by their hopes,—and those, on
the other hand, did not believe it did not dare

accuse him and expose his insincerity, some because

they were afraid and others because they did not care

to do so. Hence all the doubters either were com-
pelled to believe him or else pretended that they did.

As for praising him, some had not the courage and
others were unwilling ; on the contrary, both while

he was reading and afterwards, they kept shouting

out, begging for a monarchical government and urging
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every argument in its favour, until they forced him, b.c. 27

as it was made to appear, to assume autocratic power.

His very first act was to secure a decree granting to

the men Avho should compose his bodyguard double

the pay that was given to the rest of the soldiers, so

that he might be strictly guarded. When this \vas

done, he Avas eager to establish the monarchy in

very trutli.

In this way he had his supremacy ratified by the

senate and by the people as well. But as he Avished

even so to be thought democratic, Avhile he accepted

all the care and oversight of the public business, on

the ground that it required some attention on his

part, yet he declared he would not personally govern

all the provinces, and that in the case of such pro-

vinces as he should govern he would not do so

indefinitely ; and he did, in fact, restore to the

senate the weaker provinces, on the ground that

they were peaceful and free from Avar, Avhile he

retained the more powerful, alleging that they were

insecure and precarious and either had enemies on

their borders or were able on their own account to

begin a serious revolt. His professed motive in this

was that the senate might fearlessly enjoy the finest

portion of the empire, while he himself had the

hardships and the dangers ; but his real purpose was

that by this arrangement the senators sliould be

unarmed and unprepared for battle, while he alone

had arms and maintained soldiers. Africa, Numidia,

Asia, Greece with Epirus, the Dalmatian and Mace-

donian districts, Crete and the Cyrenaic portion of
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Liby<a, 15ithynia with Pontiis ^\vlucll adjoined it,

Sardinia and IJaetica were lield to belong to the

people and the senate ; while to Caesar belonged the

remainder of wSpain,—that is, the district of Tarraco

and Lusitania,—and all the Gauls,—that is, Gallia

Narbonensis, Gallia Lugdunensis, Aquitania, and
Belgica, both the natives themselves and the aliens

among them. For some of the Celts, whom we call

Germans,! jj^^j occupied all the Belgic territory

along the Rhine and caused it to be called Germany,^
the upper portion extending to the sources of that

river, and the lower portion reaching to the British

Ocean. These provinces, then, together with Coele-

Syria, as it is called, Phoenicia, Cilicia, Cyprus and
Kgypt, fell at that time to Caesar's share ; for after-

wards he gave Cyprus and Gallia Narboneiisis back
to the people, and for himself took Dalmatia instead.

This same course vas followed subsequently in the

case of other j)rovinces also, as the progress of my
narrative show ; but I have enumerated these

provinces in this way because at the present time

each one of them is governed separately, whereas in

the beginning and for a long period thereafter they
were administered two and three together. The
others I have not mentioned because some of them
were acquired later, and the rest, even if they were
already subjugated, vere not being governed by
the Romans, but either had been left autonomous or

had been attached to some kingdom or other. "^ All

^ See note on xxxviii. 34.
^ Die's name for fJennany proper is €\• ; vhen he uses

the name, as here, ho refers to the provinces of tliat

name, (Jermania Superior and (iermania Inferior, both Ijing
west of the Kliine.

3 Cf. chap. 2() and 11 v. 9.
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1

of them whicli came into the Roman empire after

this period were added to the provinces of the one
who was emperor at the time.

Such, then, was the apportionment of the pro-

vinces. And wishing, even then, to lead the

Romans a long way from the idea that he was at all

monarchical in his purposes, Caesar undertook for

only ten years the government of the provinces

assigned him ; for he promised to reduce them to

order within this period, and boastfully added that,

if they should be pacified sooner, he the

sooner restore them, too, to the senate. Thereupon
he first appointed the senators themselves to govern
both classes of provinces, except Egypt. This

province alone he assigned to a knight, the one we
have already named,^ for the reasons mentioned
there. Next he ordained that the governors of

senatorial provinces should be annual magistrates,

chosen by lot, except when a senator enjoyed a

sj)ecial privilege because of the large number of his

children or because of his marriage.'- These govern-

ors were to be sent out by vote of the senate in

public meeting ; they were to carry no sword at

their belt nor to wear military uniform ; the name of

I)roconsul was to belong not only to the two ex-

consuls but also to the others who had merely served

as praetors or who held at least the rank of ex-

praetors ; both classes were to employ as many
lictors as were usual in the capital ; and they Avere

inchulcd the right to receive inheritances left to bachelors
(who couhl not inherit), preference in standing for the various
oflices, including the right to be a candidate before the regu-
lar age or without the usual interval between oltices, pre-

cedence before cijuals and colleagues, and exemption from
certain civic obligations.
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lo assunie the iTisi<^ni;i of llieir office iin)ncdiately

upon leaving• the poineriuni were to wear tliem

cunstantly until tliey returned. Tlie other governors,

on the other hand, were to be chosen l)y tlieemj)eror

himself and were to be called his envoys and
j)ro})raetors/ even if the men selected vere ex-

consuls. Thus, of these two titles which had been
in vofijue so long under the republic, he gave that of

praetor to the men chosen by him, on the ground
that from very early times it had been associated

with v/arfare, calling them propraetors ; and he gave
the name of consul to the others, on the ground that

their duties were more peaceful, styling them pro-

consuls. For he reserved the full titles of consul

and praetor for Italy, and designated all the governors

outside of Italy as acting in their stead. So, then,

lie caused the ajipointed governors to be known as

propraetors and to hold office for as much longer

than a year as should please him ; he made them
wear the military uniform, and a sword, with which
they are permitted to execute even soldiers. For
no one else, whether proconsul, pro})raetor, or pro-

curator, has been given the privilege of wearing a

sword without also having been accorded the right

to })ut a soldier to death ; indeed, this right has been
granted, not only to the senators, but also to the

knights who are entitled to wear a sword. So much
for this. All the propraetors alike employ five

lictors, and, indeed, all of them except those who
were ex-consuls at the time of ap))ointment to

governorships receive their title from this very

number.'- Both classes alike assume the decorations

All the editions ])revious to that of Boissevain gave "six
lictors," an error corrected by Mommsen {Jiumijichtu Staats-

recht, i^ p. 309, note 4).
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of tlicir position of aiiLhority when they enter their

a[)pointe(i jjroviiicc and lay tliem aside immediately

upon completini>• their term of oifiec.

it was thus and on tliese conditions tiiat the

custom was established of sending out ex-praetors

and ex-consuls respectively as governors of the two
classes of provinces. In the one case, the emperor
would commission a governor to any province he
wished and when he wished, and many secured

provincial commands while still praetors or consuls,

as sometimes happens even at the present day. In

the case of the senatorial provinces, he assigned

Asia and Africa on his own responsibility to the

ex-consuls, and all the other provinces to the ex-

praetors ; but by public decree, ap})licable to all the

senatorial governors, he forbade the allotment of any
senator to a governorship before the expiration ot

five years from the time he had held office in the

city.^ For a time all who fulfilled these require-

ments, even if they exceeded the number of the

{)rovinces, were allotted to governorships ; but later,

inasmuch as some of them did not govern well, the

appointment of these officials, too, 35 put in the

emperor's hands. And thus it is, in a manner of

speaking, the emperor who assigns these governors
also to their commands ; for he always orders the

allotment of precisely the number of governors that

there are provinces, and orders to be drawn whom-
soever he pleases. Some emperors have sent men of

their own choosing to these provinces also, and have
allowed certain of them to hold office for more than
a year ; and some have assigned certain provinces to

knights instead of to senators.

^ This was merely a renewal of the decree of 52 R.r. which
had remained in force. Cf. xl. 46, "2, and lii. 20. 4.
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These were the principles established at that b.c. 27

time in regard to the particular class of senators

who had the right to inflict the death penalty upon
their subjects in the provinces. For it should be

stated that there is a class who have not this right,

—

those, namely, who are sent to the provinces styled

the " provinces of the senate and people,"— I mean
those who serve either as quaestors, being designated

by lot to this office, or as assessors ^ to those

hold the actual authority. For this would be the

correct vjixy for me to style these officials, having

regard not to their name, but to their duties as just

described, although others in hellenizing their title

call these also " envoys." ^ Concerning this title,

however, enough has been said in what precedes.^

As to assessors in general, each governor chooses his

own, the ex-praetors selecting one from their peers

or even from their inferiors, and the ex-consuls three

from among those of equal rank, subject to the

emperor's approval. For, although a certain change
was made in regard to these men also, yet it soon
lapsed and it will be sufficient to mention it at the
proper time.

This is the system followed in the case of the

provinces of the peoj)le. To the others, which are

called the imperial provinces and have more than
one citizen-legion, are sent officials are to govern
them as lieutenants ; these are appointed by the

emperor himself, generally from the ex-praetors,

though also from the ex-quaestors, or men wlio have
held an office between the praetorship and the

quaestorship.

^ Ltgati. Cf. Iv. 27, 6.

'^. This, the literal translation of legati, Avas

in fact the ordinary (ireek term. ^ See chap. 13, 5.

229



DIGS ROMAN HISTORY

2 € ovv f.yerait

C€ C7J linreoyv < € /^'?, <;
3r/X^.vova-y ^ ^, Trept^ ) \'/ irpoeiprp-aiy} -)

C€ .,
3 <;^ ' -/( yap

eKXe'/ovTa^ ^ -, j ],
€) ryrj , ,' ) ," '

4 .
,/), .

'fap ''
' .
'/ TTfiKai, IfxfO/'^^ -,

>. ), ^, ^,* 0)

Xpf^id,(- -
") -

2 fie.,' V\f. ^ t'h Hk., '*' ^ S]

.

* /'/ . St.i-iiii,, 7 VM. ' ro -Toil Bk . TUVTO VM,



BOOK LIII

These positions, tlien. appertiiin to the senators.

Passing now to the knights, tlie emperor liimself se-

lects knights to be sent out as miHtary tribunes (both

those who are prospective senators and the others

;

concerning their difiVrence in rank I have already

spoken M, despatching some of them to take command
of the garrisons of purely citizen-legions, and others

of the foreisjn legions as well. In this matter he fol-

loAvs the custom then instituted by Caesar. The
procurators (for this is the name we give to the men
who collect the ]niblic revenues and make disburse-

ments according to the instructions given them) he
sends out to all the provinces alike, to those of the

people as weW as to his, and to this office knights

are sometimes appointed and sometimes even freed-

men ; but the proconsuls may exact the tribute from
the people they govern. The emperor gives in-

structions to tlie procurators, the proconsuls, and the

propraetors, in order that they may be under definite

orders when they go out to their provinces. For both

this practice and the giving of salaries to them and to

the other officials was established at this time. In

former times, of course, certain persons had made a

business of furnishing the officials with all they needed
for the conduct of their office, drawing upon the

treasury for the money ; but under Caesar these officials

now for the first time began to receive a fixed sidary.

This was not assigned to them all on the siime basis,

but approximately as their needs required : and tht^

prociu'ators, indeed, get the very title of their rank

h*om the an\ount of the salaries assigned to theni.-

* In lii. •2,"'>, (» f.

- i.e. cnUoiarii, (liictuan't, anJ (receimrii, receiving one
hunilreil, hundred, and three hundred thousand sesterces

respect ivoly.
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Tliese positions, then, appertain to tiie senators.

Passing now to the knights, tlie em})eror himself se-

lects knights to be sent out as military tribunes (both

those who are prospective senators and the others

;

concerning their difference in rank I have already

spoken ^), despatching some of them to take command
of the garrisons of purely citizen-legions, and others

of the foreign legions <as well. In this matter he fol-

lows the custom then instituted by Caesar. The
procurators (for this is the name we give to the men
who collect the ])ublic revenues and make disburse-

ments according to the instructions given them) he
sends out to all the provinces alike, to those of the

people as well as to his own, and to this office knights

are sometimes appointed and sometimes even freed-

men ; but the proconsuls may exact the tribute from
the people they govern. The emperor gives in-

structions to the procurators, the proconsuls, and the

propraetors, in order that they may be under definite

orders when they go out to their provinces. For both

this practice and the giving of salaries to them and to

the other officials was established at this time. In

former times, of course, certain persons had made a

business of furnishing the officials v.ith all they needed
for the conduct of their office, draving upon the

treasury for the money ; but under Caesar these officials

now for the first time bee;an to receive a fixed salary.

This Avas not assigned to them all on the same basis,

but a})proximatcly as their needs required ; and th(i

prociu'ators, indeed, get the very title of their rank

from the amount of the salaries assigned to them.-

» In Hi. 2), (I f.

'-'

i.e. centcnnvii, iliicenatii, :uul frecenarii, receiving oiu•

hundred, two hundred, and three hundred thousand sesterces

rcspoolivcly.
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The following regulations were laid down for them n.t. 27

hU alike : they were not to raise levies of soldiers or

to exact money beyond the amount ai)pointed, unless

the senate should so vote or the emperor so order

;

and when their successors arrived, they were to leave

the province at once, and not to delay on the

return journey, but to get back w ithin three months.

These regulations Avere established at that time,

to speak generally ; for in reality Caesar himself

was destined to have absolute control of all matters

for all time, because he was not only master of the

funds (nominally, to be sure, he had separated the

public funds from his own, but as a matter of fact,

he always spent the former also as he saw fit), but

also commanded the soldiers. At all events, when
his ten-year period came to an end, there was voted

to him another five years, then five more, after that

ten, and again another ten, and then ten for the

fifth time, so that by tlie succession of ten-year

periods he continued to be sole ruler for life. And
it is for this reason that the subsecpient emperors,

though no longer appointed for a specified period,

but for their whole life once for all, nevertheless

always held a celebration every ten years, as if then

renewing their sovereignty once more ; and this is

done even at the present day.

Now Caesar had received many privileges and
honours even previously, when the question of de-

clining the sovereignty and that of apportioning the

provinces were under discussion. For the right to

place the laurel trees in front of the royal residence
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and to hang the crown of oak above tlieni was then b.l. 27

voted him to symboHze that he was always victor

over his enemies and the saviour of the citizens.

The royal residence is called Palatiuni, not because

it was ever decreed that this should be its name, but

because Caesar dwelt on the Palatine ^ and had his

military headquarters there, though his residence

gained a certain degree of fame from the mount as a

whole also, because Romulus had once lived there.

Hence, even if the emperor resides somewhere else,

his dwelling retains the name of Palatium. And when
Caesar had actually carried out his promises, the

name Augustus was at length bestowed upon him by
the senate and by the people, for when they wished
to call him by some distinctive title, and men were
proposing one title and another and urging its

selection, Caesar vas exceedingly desirous of being
called Romulus, but when he perceived that this

caused him to be suspected of desiring the kingship,

lie desisted from his efforts to obtain it, and took the

title of ^'Augustus," signifying that he was more than

human ; for all the most precious and sacred objects

are termed (tugusta. Therefore they addressed him
also in Cireek as Sehas/os,^ meaning an august person-

age, from the passive of the verb sebazo, '• to revere."

In this way the power of both j)eo})le and senate

passed entirely into the hands of Augustus, and from
his time there >vas, strictly speaking, a monarchy; for

monarchy would be the truest name for it, no matter
if two or three men did later hold the power at the

^ In both CJieelv and Latin the common form of the nanu-
for the Palatine{ and Palatium) is the same as thai
for the im})orial residence. It is liaidiy necessary to stiiti•

that Pal(tfiinn has given tlie lOiiglish " palace."'
•-•

Cf. lii. 4<).
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siinie time.' The name of inoiiaicliy, Lo be sure, the

Romans so detested that they called their emperors
neither dictators nor kin/^s nor anything of the sort

;

yet since the final autiiority for the i]fovernment

devolves upon them, they must needs be kings. The
offices established by the laws, it is true, are main-
tained even now, except that of censor; but the

entire direction and administration is absolutely in

accordance with the wishes of the one in power at

the time. And yet, in order to jireserve the ap-

pearance of having this power by virtue of the laws

and not because of their own domination, the em-
perors have taken to themselves all the functions,

including the titles, of the offices which under the

republic and by the free gift of the people were
powerful, with the single exception of the dictator-

ship. Thus, they very often became consuls, and
they are always styled proconsuls whenever they are

outside the pomerium. The name of " hnperatoi' is

held by them all for life, not only by those who have
won victories in battle, but also by those have not,

in token of their independent authority, and this has

displaced the titles "king" and ^'^ dictator." These
last titles they have never assumed since the time they
first fell out of use in the conduct of the government,
but the functions of those offices arc secured to them
under the appellation of "/////^6//>/•." virtue of the

titles named they secure the right to make levies, to

collect funds, declare war, make peace, rule foreigners

and citizens alike everywhere and always,—even to

the extent of being able to put to death both knights

and senators inside the pomerium,—and all the other

* See note on § 8 in/.
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tribunician poAver Mas conferred upon them (even if before
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made tribunes.^ These are the institutions which b.c

they have taken over tVoni the republic^ essentially

in the form in wliich they severally existed then,

and also niakin*»• use of these same names, their

purpose bein<r to create the impression that they

possess no power that has not been granted them.

And further, they have acquired also another pre-

rogative was given to none of the ancient

Romans outright and unreservedly, and the possession

of this alone would enable them to exercise the

powers above named and the others besides. For
they have been released from the laws, as the very

Avords in Latin declare ;
- th;it is, they are free from

all compulsion of the laws and are bound by none of

the written ordinances. Thus by virtue of these

democratic names they have clothed themselves with

all the })owers of the government, to such an extent

that they actually possess all the })rerogatives of

kings except their })altry title.^ For the appellation

"Caesar" or "Augustus" confers upon them no
peculiar power, but merely shows in the one case

that they are heirs of the family to they
belong, and in the other the splendour of their

official position. The term " Father " perhaps gives

them a certain authority over us all—the authority

which fathers once had over their children
;
yet it

did not signify this at first, but betokened honour,

and served as an admonition both to them, that

they should love their subjects as they would their

their accession, by way of designating thcni ofileially as

successors to the imperial power), or (beginning with Trajan)
from Decembei' 10th, the date of the regular tribunician
elections.

" Frinceps lef/ihH,•^ sohifiis est. Ulpian {Ditjest, i, 3. 31) ; cf.

Mommsen, Slaatsrtcht, ii". 7-8 ff.
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children, and to Llieir subjects, tliat llicv should

revere them as they would their fathers.

Such is the MUinhcr and naturr of the appella-

tions which those who possess the imj^erial power
employ in accordance with the laws and with vhat
has now beconie tradition. At present all of them
are, as a rule, bestowed upon the emperors at one

and the same time, with the excej)tion of the title

of censor ; but to the earlier emj)erors they were
voted se{)arately at different times. As regards

the censorshij), some of them took it in accordance

with the ancient practice, and Domitian, in fact,

took it for lilV, but this is no longer done at the

present day ; for, inasmuch as they possess its

powers, they are not elected to the oftice and do
not use the title except in connexion Avith the

census.

In this way the government was changed at that

time for the better and in the interest of greater

security ; for it was no doubt quite impossible for

the people to be saved under a republic. Never-
theless, the events occurring after this time can not

be recorded in the same manner as those of previous

times. Formerly, as we know, all matters were re-

ported to the senate and to the peo})le, even if they
happened at a distance ; hence all learned of them
and many recorded them, and consequently the

truth regarding them, no matter to what extent

fear or favour, friendshij) or enmity, coloured the

rej)orts of certain writers, was always to a certain

extent to be found in the works of the other writers

who wrote of the same events and in the public

records. Hut after this time most things that hap-

pened began to be kept secret and concealed, and

243

R 2



DIO'S ROMAN HISTORY), ave^eXeyicra ye ' opta -€• yap Xeyeadai

7rpo<i ael € irapahvva-

4 ^./,
TToWa ,

he ? ? ?8. -^-
6 8^7]

5 "^ . yap }) ,
€

yyva ^ ^^ yyv,
6 * yyovv. -, ye * avay-, ^,. -,, -

vyvv.
20 Avyoo 6, ,,

yvo' 6 yap -', ' '
1 ye R. Steph., re VM Xipli. - 7> Xiph., om. VM.
3 Tt VM, Tiva Xiph. * y^ H. Steph., re VM.

244



BOOK LIII

even thougli some thini>;.s are percliance made })ublic,

they are distrusted just because they can not be

verified ; for it is suspected that everything is said

and done witli reference to the wishes of the men
in power at the time and of their associates. As a

result, much that never occurs is noised abroad, and
much that liappens beyond a doubt is unknown, and
in the case of nearly every event a version gains

currency that is different from the way it really

happened. Furthermore, the very magnitude of the

empire and the multitude of things that occur

render accuracy in regard to them most difficult.

In Rome, for example, much is going on, and much
in the subject territory, vhile, as regards our

enemies, there is something happening all the time,

in fact, every day, and concerning these things no
one except the [)artici})ants can easily have correct

information, and most people do not even hear of

them at all. Hence in my own narrative of later

events, so far as they need to be mentioned, every-

thing that I shall say will be in accordance with the

reports that have been given out, whether it be
really the truth or otherwise. In addition to these

reports, however, my own o})inion be given, as

far as possible, whenever I have been able, from the

abundant evidence which I have gathered from my
reading, from hearsay, and from what I have seen,

to form a judgment that differs from the common
report.

Caesar, as I have said, received the name of

Augustus, and a sign of no little moment to him
occurred that very night ; for the Tiber overflowed
and covered all of Home tliat was on low ground, so

that it was navigable for boats. From this sign the

245



DIGS ROMAN HISTORY

eVl e'ya^ on iroXtv -
2' 7poe'yvav. '^ }^ 9-,^ ' erepoc Xiyovaiu ^?,

iv yap ^ re

3^ . iireiByj re;9 iy, €^ ^ ^^-
yap), 68 -, -

4 yo avyav' ' -
^ 'Kyv

" ^ ,
6\ -

yovaTOV \'>^, ^
'^, ,

21 yvo' Ayoo ', \ 8,, -. ^,( } yypaf]
2 . '

€7€ , '
^ , V. ^ Bk,, VM.

•^ Bk., ^.
246



BOOK LIU

soothsayers prophesied that he would rise to ^reat

heights and liold the wliole eity under his sway.

And while various persons were trying to outbid

one another in different kinds of flattery toward
him, one wSextus Pacuvius, or, as others say, Apudius,^

surpassed them all. In the open senate, namely, he
dedicated himself to him after the fashion of the

.Spaniards " and advised the others to do the same.

And when Augustus hindered him, he rushed out to

the crowd that was standing near, and, as he was
tribune, compelled first them and then the rest, as

he went up and down the streets and lanes, to dedi-

cate themselves to Augustus. From this episode we
are even now to say, in appealing to the

sovereign, ^'^ We have dedicated ourselves to you."

Pacuvius ordered all to offer sacrifice in view of this

occurrence, and before the multitude he once declared

that he was going to make Augustus his heir on equal

terms with his own son,—not that he had much of any-
thing, but because he hoped to receive still more ; and
so it actually turned out. Augustus attended to all the

business of the empire with more zeal than before,

as if he had received it as a free gift from all the

Romans, and in particular he enacted many la>vs. I

need not enumerate them all accurately one by one,

but only those which have a bearing upon my history;

and I shall follow this same course also in the case

of later events, in order not to become wearisome

' Inasmuch as Sextus Pacuvius Taurus is first heard of (as

tribune) in h.v. 9, it is probable that Apudius is the proper
form to be read liere.

- According to Valerius Maximus (ii. G, 11), the Celti-

l)erians thought it wrong to survive a battle wlien the leader
for whose preservation they had vowed their life {<p{ri(um

i/et'orfranO had perished. Cf. Caesar, B.O. iii. 22.
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1)}^ iiitrudiicin^ all tluit kind of detail that even the b.c 27

men who devote themselves to such studies do not

know to a nicety. He did not, however, enact all

these laws on his sole resj)onsibility, but some of

them he hrouoht before the public assembly in

advance, in order that, if any features caused dis-

pleasure, he might learn it in time and correct them
;

for he encouraged everybody whatsoever to give him
advice, in case any one thought of any possible im-

j)rovement in them, and he accorded them complete
liberty of speech, and actually changed some pro-

visions of the proposed laws. Most im])ortant of

all, he took as advisers for periods of six months the

consuls (or the other consul, when he himself also held

the office), one of each of the other kinds of officials,

and fifteen men chosen by lot from the remainder of

the senatorial body, with the result that all legislation

proposed by the emperors is usually communicated
after a fashion through this body to all the other

senators ; for although he brought certain matters
before the whole senate, yet he generally followed

this plan, considering it better to take under pre-

liminary advisement most matters and the most im-

portant ones in consultation with a few ; and some-
times he even sat with these men in the trial of cases.

The senate as a body, it is true, continued to sit in

judgment as before, and in certain cases transacted

business with embassies and heralds, from both

peoples and kings ; and the peo])le and the plebs,

moreover, continued to meet for the elections ; but
nothing was done that did not jjlease Caesar. It

Avas he, at any rate, >vho selected and placed in

nomination some of the men were to hold

otlicc, and though in the case of others he adhered
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tlie ancient custom and Iclt them under the con-

trol of the people and the j)lebs, yet he took care

that none should be appointed who were unfit or

as the result of j)artisan cliques or bribery-

It was in this way, broadly speaking, that he ad-

ministered the empire. I sliall now relate in detail

also such of his acts as call for mention, together

with the names of the consuls under whom they
were performed. In the year already named, j)er-

cciving that the roads outside the walls had become
difficult to travel as the result of neglect, he ordered
various senators to repair the others at their own
expense, and he himself looked after the Flaminian
Way, since he Avas going to lead an army out by that

route. This road was finished promptly at that time,

and statues of Augustus Avere accordingly erected on
arches on the bridge over the Tiber and at Ariminum

;

but the other roads were repaired later, at the expense
either of the public (for none of the senators liked

to spend money upon tiiem) or of Augustus, as one
chooses to put it. For I am unable to distinguish

between the two funds, no matter how extensively

Augustus coined into money silver statues of himself
which had been set up by certain of his friends and
by certain of the subject peoples, purposing thereby
to make it appear that all the expenditures which
he claimed to be making were from his own means.
Therefore I have no opinion to record as to whether
a particular cm])eror on a particular occasion got the

money from the public funds or gave it himself.

For both courses were frequently followed ; and why
should one enter such expenditures as loans or as gifts

respectively, when both the people and the emperor

2



DIO'S ROMAN HISTORY

€€ '\ '^;
5 p,ev 8 6 ^?,

? e? -, 8 ??
€ yap eir

'

ehoKovv, ,
)^, . '^/-. e? ,7] .

23 ^ oySoov%, ?
2 68
yap ^^ ,^ ^
7/309? ^^ ypaaLv-
7],^ Xyoo-

3 ayopa. 6 ^ '',
4 ( -',

Ihiav^, * ?
^ supplied by R. Steph.
^4€€ Cobet,^ VM.
^ yap M, om. V,

252



HOOK LI 1 1

are constantly rcsorlin^ to l)()th the nnc and llic M.f.27

other indiscriminately ?

These were the acts of Augustus at that time. He
also set out to make an expedition into Britain, but

on coming• to the provinces of Gaul lingered there.

For the Britons seemed likely to make terms Avith

him, and the affairs of the Gauls were still unsettled,

as the civil wars had begun immediately after their

subjugation. He took a census of the inhabitants

and regulated their life and government. From
Gaul he proceeded into Spain, and established order

there also.

After this he became consul for the eighth time, «.c. 26

together with Statilius Taurus, and Agrippa dedicated

the structure called the Saepta ; for instead of under-

taking to rejiair a road, Agrippa had adorned Avith

marble ta])lets and paintings this edifice in the Cam-
pus Martius, which had been constructed by Lepidus

with })orticos all around it for the meetings of the

comitia trihida, and he named it the Saepta lulia in

honour of Augustus. And Agrippa not only incurred

no jealousy on this account, but was greatly honoured

both by Augustus himself and by all the rest of the

people. The reason Avas that he consulted and

cooperated with Augustus in the most humane, the

most celebrated, and the most beneficial j^rojects^

and yet did not claim in the slightest degree a share

in the glory of them, but used the lionours Avhich

the emperor bestowed, not for personal gain or en-

joyment, but for the benefit of the donor himself and
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of the public. Oil the f)thcr haiid^ Cornelius Gallus u.c. 26

Mas encouraged to insolence hy the honour sho^vn

him. Thus, he indulged in a great deal of dis-

respectful gossip about Augustus and was guilty of

many reprehensible actions besides ; for he not only

set up images of himself practically everywhere in

bigypt, but also inscribed u|)on the pyramids a list of

his achievements. For this act he was accused by

\'^alerius I.argus, his conu*ade and intimate, and was

disfranchised by Augustus, so that he was prevented

iVom living in the emperor's provinces. After this

had happened, many others attacked him and brought

numerous indictments against him. The senate unani-

mously voted that he should be convicted in the

courts, exiled, and deprived of his estate, that this

estate should be given to Augustus, and that the

senate itself should offer sacrifices. Overwhelmed by

grief at this, (iallus connnitted suicide before the

decrees took ett'ect ; and the insincerity of the majority

of })eople was again proved by his case, in that they

now treated the man wliom formerly they had been

wont to Hatter in such a way that they forced him to

die by his own hand, and then went over to Largus

because he was beginning to grow^ powerful—though

they were certain to vote the same measures against

him also, if a similar situation should arise in his case.

Proculeius, however, conceived such contempt for

Largus that once, on meeting him, he clappetf^ his

hand over his nose and mouth, thereby hinting to the

bystanders that it w as not safe even to breathe in the
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man's j)resence. Another man, although unknown to b.c. 2••.

hiiu, approaclied him with witnesses and asked Largus
it" lie knew him ; then, when the other rei)lied that

he did not, he reeorded liis denial on a tiiblet, as

though the raseal could not blackmail even a man
whom he had not previously known. But we see

how most men rather emulate the deeds of others,

even though they be evil deeds, than guard against

their fate, by what Marcus Egnatius Rufus did at this

very time. He had been an aedile, and in addition

to having performed his duties well in many other

ways, had with his own slaves and other persons

whom he hired helped to save the houses that took

fire during his year of oitice, and in return for all this

he had received from the people the amount of the

exj)enditures incurred in the discharge of his office

and had been elected praetor contrary to law. But
he became so elated over these very honours and so

contemptuous of Augustus, that he issued a bulletin

to the effect tliat lie had handed the city over

unim})aired and intact to his successor. All the most
prominent men became indignant at this, Augustus
himself most of all ; and he was not long afterward to

teach the fellow a lesson, not to exalt his mind above
the mass of mankind. For tiie time being, however, he
ordered the aediles to take care that no building

took fire, and if anything of the sort did happen, to

})ut the fire out.

In this same year Polemon, the king of Pontus,

was enrolled among the friends and allies of the

Uoman })eople ; and the })rivilege was granted the

senators of occupying the front seats in all the

theatres of his realm. Augustus Avas planning an
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tixpedition into Hritain, since the ])eo])le there n.c. •>>;

would not '" to tenns^ l)iit lie was (ktained by
the revolt of the Salassi and by the hostility of

the Cantabri and Astures. The former dwell at the

foot of the Alps, as 1 have stated,,^ whereas both the

other tribes occupy the strongest part of the

l*yrenees on the side of Spain, together with the

plain which lies below. For these reasons Augus- b.c. 25

tus, who was now consul for the ninth time, with

Marcus Silanus as colleague, sent Terentius Varro

against the Salassi. Varro invaded their country at

many points at the same time, in order that they

might not join forces and so be more difficult to

subdue ; and he conquered them very easily, inas-

much as they attacked his divisions only in small

groups. After forcing them to come to terms he
demanded a stated sum of money, as if he were
going to impose no other j)unishment ; then, send-

ing soldiers everywhere ostensibly to collect the

money, he arrested those were of military

age and sold them, on the understanding that none
of them should be liberated within twenty years.

'I'he best of their land was given to some of the

Pretorians, and later on received the city called

Augusta Praetoria.^' Augustus himself waged war
upon the Astures and upon the Cantabri at one and
the same time. But these peoples would neither

yield to him, because they \vere confident on account
of their strongholds, nor would they come to close

(juarters, owing to their inferior numbers and the

circumstance that most of them were javelin-

throwers, and, besides, they kei)t causing him a

^ Probably in a lost portion of tlie work, perhaps Book
xxii. Cf. Fray. 74 and Book xlix. 34. ^ The luodcin Aosta.

s 2



DIO'S ROMAN HISTORY

7//, , et 7]€, re virep-

he^La aei po ^ e<; iv?^9 € vXooheaiv epeSpevovre^^^, iv

7 eyeveTO. ( re

€ ?-' 6€' Be^^ 7poe7o\ee ^; iv€<,
8' ^^ , ' otl-) <;'
i'pav iviKriQ7]aav} iKelvo^,̂ ^ ^

iXc€v .
26 6 '-, iv ^-^ ',,

ay iv "

2 i7o.
7̂], i7p i' iy<ypao,

3 ^ ' '
^ rols

ip^|rev, 69 i'^yay,

, iK }^-
^ , 4'{]' V.
^ TOLS R. Steph., VM.

200



HOOK LI 1 1

great deal of annoyance, always forestalling him by n.c m
seizing the higher ground whenever a manoeuvre

was attempted, and lying in ambush for him in the

valleys and woods. Accordingly Augustus found him-

self in very great embarrassment, and having fallen ill

from over-exertion and anxiety, he retired to Tarraco

and there remained in poor health. Meanwhile
(iaius Antistius fought against them and accom-

plished a good deal, not because he was a better

general than Augustus, but because the barbarians

felt contempt for him and so joined battle with the

Romans and were defeated. In this way he captured

a few places, and afterwards Titus ^ Carisius took

Lancia, the principal fortress of the Astures, after

it had been abandoned, and also won over many
other places.

U|)on the conclusion of this Avar Augustus dis-

charged the more aged of his soldiers and alloAved

them to found a city in Lusitania, called Augusta
Emerita.2 For those who were still of military age
he arranged some exhibitions in the very camps,
under the direction of Tiberius and Marcellus, since

they were aediles. To Juba he gave portions of

Gaetulia in return for the prince's hereditary domain,
the most of whose inhabitants had been enrolled in

the Roman state, and also the possessions of Bocchus
and Bogud. On the death of Amyntas he did not

entrust his kingdom to the sons of the deceased,

but made it part of the subject territory. Thus
Galatia together with Lycaonia obtained a Roman
governor, and the portions of Pamphylia formerly

assigned to Amvntas were restored to their own
•ft"

^ Possibly this praenoinen is an error for Publius.
'^ The modern Merida.
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district. About this siiine time Marcus Vinicius

took vengeance uj)()n some of the Germans because

they had arrested and slain Romans wlio entered

their country to trade with them ; and thus he, too,

caused the title of imperaior to be bestowed upon
Aufrustus. For this and his other exploits of this

j)eriod a triuin])h, as well as the title, was voted to

Augustus ; but as he did not care to celebrate it, a

triumphal arch was erected in the Alps in his honour
and he vas granted the right always to wear both
the crown and the triumphal garb on the first day
of the year.

After these achievements in the wars Augustus
closed the precinct of Janus, Avhich had been opened
because of these wars. Meanwhile Agrippa beauti-

fied the city at his own expense. First, in honour
of the naval victories he completed the building

called the Basilica of Neptune and lent it added
brilliance by the painting representing the Argonauts.

Next he constructed the Laconian sudatorium. He
gave the name " Laconian " to the gymnasium be-

cause the Lacedaemonians had a greater reputation

at that time than anybody else for stripping and exer-

cising after anointing themselves with oil. Also he
completed the building called the Pantheon. It has

this name, perhaps because it received among the

images vhich decorated it the statues of many gods,

including Mars and Venus ; but my own opinion of

the name is that, because of its vaulted roof, it re-

sembles the heavens,^ Agrippa, for his part, wished
to place a statue of Augustus there also and to

' The present I'antheon, as is now recogniz.cd, dates from
the roii^n of Hadrian. \\ vast rotunda is surmounted by a
dome, in the centre of which there is a circular opening
nearly thirty feet in diameter for the admission of Hght.
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bestow upon him the honour of liaving the structure b.c. 20

named after him ; but when the emperor would not

accept either lionour, he placed in the temple itself

a statue of the former Caesar and in the ante-room

statues of Augustus and himself. This was done^

not out of any rivalry or ambition on Agrippa's part

to make himself equal to Augustus, but from his

hearty loyalty to him and his constant zeal for the

public good ; hence Augustus, so far from censuring

him for it, honoured him the more. For example,

when he himself was prevented by illness from being

in Rome at that time and celebrating there the mar-

riage of his daughter Julia and his nephew Marcellus,

he commissioned Agrippa to hold the festival in his

absence ; and >vhen the house on the Palatine Mount
vhich had formerly belonged to Antony but had

later been given to Agri])pa and Messalla was burned

down, he presented money to Messalla, but made
Agrippa share his own house. Agrippa not un-

naturally took great pride in these honours. And
one Gaius Toranius also acquired a good reputation

because while tribune he broufjlit his father, althoujih

a frcedman of somebody or other, into the theatre

and made him sit beside him upon the tribunes'

bench. Publius Servilius, too, made a name for him-

self because while praetor he caused to be slain at a

festival three hundred bears and other African wild

beasts equal in number.

Augustus now became consul for the tenth time, b.( . 24

with Ciaius Norbanus as colleague, and on the first

day of the year the senate confirmed his acts by
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1

taking oatlis. And when word was brouglit tliat he n.c 24

was ah'cady drawing near the city (for liis illness had
delayed his return), and he promised to give the

people four hundred sesterces each, though he for-

l)ade the posting of the edict concerning the dona-

tives until the senate sliould give its approval, they

freed him from all compulsion of the laws, in order,

as I have stated,^ that he might be in reality in-

dependent and supreme over both himself and the

laws and so might do everything he wished and
refrain from doing anything he did not wish. This

right was voted to him while he was yet absent

;

and upon his arrival in Rome various other privileges

>vere accorded him in honour of his recovery and
return. Marcel 1 us was given the right to be a

senator among the ex-praetors and to stand for the

consulship ten years earlier than vas customary,

while Tiberius was permitted to stand for each

office five years before the regular age ; and he Avas

at once elected quaestor and iMarcellus aedile. And
when there were not enough men to serve as

quaestors in the provinces, all drew lots for the

places who during the ten years previous had held

the quaestorship Avithout being assigned to any
province.

These, then, were tlie notcAvorthy occurrences that

took place in the city at that time. As soon as

Augustus had departed from Spain, leaving behind
Lucius Aemilius as its governor, the Cantabri and
the Astures revolted ; and sending word to Aemilius,

before revealing to him the least sign whatever of

their purpose, they said that they wished to make a

present to his army of grain and other things. Then,

1 Sec chap. 18.

267



^ ROMAN HISTORY

2, /c '^\€< e? re '^
€78€ .

iirl € yap^ 8)6 -, € pueyiaTov ael, -
7].

3 ^ 8 iyiyveTo,

yap^ , ^,^ .\ ? ^9 Aly7o
4 .

y ,' yap " 6,
5. 8 8 8

yiyvo,^^,, 8 8 lpyyvovv, -, ^, )8( yvov
6 . 6XLyoL' yap -8}

^ €Qaai\iv(v Xiph. (cod. V) Zon., iBaaiXevffev V Xiph.
(cod. C). 24 R. Steph., i]pe,uia '.

'^ Rk., eKe7va € V^I.
"*-^^ Bk.,^ VM, [fK^lvois]

TTpoirapeaKivaaTo Zon.

268



HOOK LlII

after securinpj a coiisiderable number of soldiers, «.c 24

ostensibly to take back the presents, they conducted

them to places suitable for their purpose and mur-

dered them. Their satisfaction, however, was short-

lived ; for their country was devastated, some of

their forts burned, and, vorst of all, the hands of all

who were caught were cut off, and so they were

quickly subdued.

While this was going on, another and a new cam-

paign had at once its beginning and its end. It was

conducted by Aelius Gallus, the governor of Egypt,

against the country called Arabia Felix, of which

Sabos was king. At first Aelius encountered no one,

yet he did not proceed without difficulty ; for the

desert, the sun, and the water (which had some
peculiar nature) all caused his men great distress, so

that the larger part of the army perished. The
malady proved to be unlike any of the common com-

plaints, but attacked the head and caused it to become
parched, killing forthwith most of those \vho were

attacked, but in the case of those who survived this

stage it descended to the legs, skipping all the inter-

vening parts of the body, and caused dire injury to

them. There was no remedy for it except a mixture

of olive-oil and wine, both taken as a drink and used

as an ointment ; and this remedy naturally lay within

reach of only a few of them, since the country pro-

duces neither of these articles and the men had not

prepared an abundant supply of them beforehand.

In the midst of this trouble the barbarians also fell
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upon llicni. lor hitherto they had been defeated b.c. 24

whenever they joined battle, and iiad even been
losinfif some ])la('es ; but now, w ith the disease as

their ally, Lluy not only won baek their own posses-

sions, but also drove the survivors of the expedition

out of the country. These vere the first of the

Romans, and, I l)elieve, the only ones, to traverse

so much of this part of Arabia for the purpose of

makin<»war; for they advanced as far as the place

called Athlula, a famous locality.^

When Augustus was consul for the eleventh time, b.c. 23

with Calpurnius Piso, he fell so ill once more as to

have no hope of recovery ; at any rate, he arranged

everything as if he were about to die, and gathered

about him the magistrates and the foremost senators

and knights. He did not, to be sure, appoint a suc-

cessor, though all were expecting that Marcellus

Avould be preferred for this position, but after talking

with them awhile about the j)ublic affairs, he gave
Piso the list of the forces and of the [)ublic revenues
written in a book, and handed his ring to Agri})pa.

And although he lost the {)ower of attending even
to the most urgent matters, yet a certain Antonius
Musa restored him to health by means of cold baths

and cold potions. For this, Musa received a great deal

of money from both Augustus and the senate, as well

as the right to wear gold rings (for he was a freed-

man), and he was granted exemption from taxes,

both for himself and for the members of his profes-

sion, not only those living at the time but also those

of future generations. But it was fated that he who
had taken to himself the functions of Fortune or

' 10 place has not been identified ; Strabo (xvi. 4, 24)
calls it Aliu-ula.
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Destiny sliould speedily be caught in her toils ; for

though Augustus had been saved in tliis manner, yet

when Mareellus fell ill not long afterward and was
treated in the sanui way by Musa, he died. Augustus
gave him a publie burial after the customary eulogies,

placing him in the tomb which he \vas building,

and as a memorial to him finished the theatre

whose foundations had already been laid by the

former Caesar ^ and which Avas now called the theatre

of Mareellus. And he ordered also that a golden
image of the deceased, a golden crown, and a curule

chair should be carried into the theatre at the Ludi
Romani and should be placed in the midst of the

officials having charge of the games.
This he did later ; at the time, after being restored

to liealth, he brought his will into the senate and
desired to read it, by way of showing people that

he had left no successor to his realm ; but he did

not read it, for none would permit it. Absolutely

everybody, liowever, was astonished at him because,

although he loved Mareellus both as son-in-law and
nephew, and in addition to other honours shown him
had to such an extent helped him make a brilliant

success of the festival which he ii'ave as aedile that he
had sheltered the Forum durinij the whole summer
by means of curtains stretched overhead and had
exhibited on the stage a dancer who was a knight,

and also a woman of high birth, nevertheless he had
not entrusted to him the monarchy, but actually had
preferred Agrippa before him. Thus it would appear
that he was not yet confident of the youth's judg-

^ Suetonius {Au(/. 29, 4) names this theatre among various
other buiUliiigs which Augustus "nomine aiieno . . . fecit.

^^
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ment, and that lie either wished the people to re<]jaiii .. •2•

their liberty or for A^rippa to receive the leadership

i'roin them. Tor lie well understood that Atrrippa

was exceedingly beloved by them and he pre-

ferred not to seem to be committing the supreme
power to him on his own responsibility. When he

recovered, therefore, and learned that Marcellus be-

cause of this was not friendly toward Agrij)pa, he
innnediately sent the latter to Syria, so that no
occasion for scoffing or for skirmishing might arise be-

tween them by their being together.^ And Agrippa
straightway set out from the city, but did not reach

Syria ; instead, acting with even more than his usual

moderation,- he sent his lieutenants thither, and
tarried himself in Lesbos.

Besides doing all these things in the manner
related, Augustus appointed ten praetors, feeling

that he no longer required a larger number ;
^ and

this happened for several years. Most of them were
to perform the same duties as formerly, but two were
to be in charge of the financial administration each

year. Having arranged these matters in detail, he
went to the Alban Mount and resigned the consul-

shi}). For ever since conditions had become settled,

both he himself and most of his colleagues had held
the office for the whole year, and he now wished to

end this practice, in order that as many as possible

might become consuls ; and he resigned outside the

Augustus on a diplomatic mission calling for secrecy

—

nothing less, in fact, than for the purpose of inducing
Pluaates to return the captured lloman standards and
receive in return his son. Cf. chap. 3', 2 i)if\

- ('f. liv. 11, (>.

^ Under Julius Caesar the number had been as high as
sixteen; see xliii. 49, 1, and ol, 4.

275
2



DIO'S ROMAN iHSTOKV

4, iva }, eVt re

€^€, 6tl Aovklov " -, € ]^-
iv -, '^ ^;

'yap .̂
5 ' ^^

Sia , ') ', , ^,
ttj -,-

6 . ' 8
8 tlvl-' yap

.
33 Kat ' -

eV* .
yap ,

^,, ' -, yay,
2 / -

^- Dind., TeipiSarrjs ^ (and similarly just

below).

276



BOOK Llli

city, to prevent l)eing hindered from liis purpose, b.c. 23

For this act he received [)raise, as also because he
chose in his stead Lucius Sestius, who had always

been an enthusiastic follower of Brutus_, had fought

with him in all his wars, and even at this time kept
alive his memory, had images of him, and delivered

eulogies upon him. Augustus, it would a})pear, so far

from disliking the man's devotion and loyalty, actually

honoured these qualities in him. And because of

this the senate voted that Augustus should be
tribune for life and gave him the privilege of bring-

ing before the senate at each meeting any one
matter at whatever time he liked, even if he Avere

not consul at the time ; they also permitted him
to hold once for all and for life the office of pro-

consul, so that he had neither to lay it down upon
entering the pomerium nor to have it renewed again,

and they gave him in the subject territory authority

superior to that of the governor in each instance.

As a result both he and the emperors after him
gained a certain legal right to use the tribunician

})ower as well as their other powers ; for the title

of tribune itself vas taken neither by Augustus nor
by any other emperor.^

And it seems to me that he then acquired these

privileges as related, not by way of flattery, but
because he was truly honoured ; for in most ways he
comported himself toward the Romans as if they
were free citizens. Thus, when Tiridates in person
and envoys from Phraatcs came to settle their mutual
recriminations, he brought them before the senate

;

and afterwards, when the decision of the question

had been referred to him by that body, he did not

1 Cf. chap. 17, lU.
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surrender Tiridatcs to Pluviates, but sent back to the

latter his son whom lie liad once received from him
and was keejiing,^ on condition tliat the captives

and the military standards taken in the disasters of

Crassus and of Antony should be returned.

During this same year one of the minor aediles

died and (xaius Calpurnius succeded him^ in spite of

having served previously as one of the major aediles.

^

This is not recorded as having occurred in the case

of any other man. During the Feriae there were two
prefects of the city for each day ; and one of them
held the office in spite of the fact that he had not

yet the standing even of a youth.

Livia_, now, was accused of having caused the

death of Marcellus, because he had been preferred

before her sons ; but the justice of this suspicion be-

came a matter of controversy by reason of the

character both of that year and of the year follow-

ing, which })roved so unhealthful that great numbers
perished during them. And, just as it usually hap-

pens that some sign occurs before such events, so on
this occasion a wolf was caught in the city, fire and
storm damaged many buildings, and the Tiber, ris-

ing, carried away the vooden bridge and made the

city navigable for boats during three days.

1 Cf. li. 18, 3.

2 l>y "minor" and "major" aediles Dio means the
plebeian and eurule aediles respectively.
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The following is contained in tiie Fifty-fourth of Die's

Rome :

—

How road commissioners Averc appointed from among the
ex-praetors (ciiap. 8).

How grain commissioners were appointed from among the
ex-praetors (chaps. 1 and 17).

How Noricum was captured (chap. 20).

How Rhaetia Avas captured (chap. 22).

How the jNIaritiine Alps began to yield obedience to the
Romans (chap. 24).

How the theatre of lialbus was dedicated (chap. 25).

How the theatre of Marcellus was dedicated (chap. 26).

How Agrippa died and Augustus acquired the Chersonese
(chaps. 28, 29).

How the Augustalia were instituted (chap. 34).

Duration of time, thirteen years, in \vhich there were the
magistrates (consuls) here enumerated :

—

u.c.

22 M. Claudius M. F. Marcellus Aeserninus, L. Arruntius
L. F.

21 M. Lollius M. F., Q. Aemilius M. F. Lepidus.
20 M. Apuleius 8ex. F., P. Hilius P. F. Nerva.
19 C. tSentius C. F. Saturninus, Q, Lucretius Q. F. Vispillo.

18 Cn. Cornelius L. F., P. Cornelius P. F. Lentulus
Marcellinus.

17 C. Furnius C. F., C. lunius C. F. Silanus.

^ \$ . ^. supplied by 15s.

^" 1>8.,\$ VM.
11 2/Atos Xyl.,€. ^^ . Reim., VM.
i"* Diud., ,\ V.
1» vL , V.
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B.C.

10 L. DoriiitiuH Cn. F. Cii, N. Ahcnobarbus, P. Cornelius

P. F. P. N. Scipio.

15 M. Livius L. F. Drusiis Libo, L. Calpuniius L. F. Piso

Frugi.

14 M. Licinius M. F. Crassus, Cn. Cornelius Cn. F. Lentulus.

1.3 Tib. Claudius Tib. F. Nero, P. Quintilius Sex. F. Varus.

12 M. Valerius M. F. Messalla Barbatus, P. Sulpicius P. F.

Quirinus.

11 Paulus Falnus Q. F. Maximus, Q. Aelius Q. F. Tubero.

10 lullus Antonius M. F., Africanus Q. Fabius Q. F.

The following year, in Avhich Marcus Marcelliis

and Lucius Arruntius were consuls, the city Avas

again submerged by the overflowing of the river,

and many objects were struck by thunderbolts,

especially the statues in the Pantlieon, so that the

spear even fell from the liand of Augustus. Tlie

pestilence raged tliroughout all Italy so that no one
tilled the land, and I suppose that tlie same was the

case in foreign })arts. The Romans, therefore, re-

duced to dire straits by the disease and by the

consequent famine, believed that these voes had
come ui)on them for no other reason than that they

did not have Augustus for consul at this time also.

They accordingly wished to elect him dictator, and

" Ovcipos M. Oua\4pios Xvl., €$ ouapios V, '
yepoaovapios . ^^ . . Stcph., VM.

^' €$$ }'!.,$&$.
1- «I>ij8ios ., '.
1=* .. Steph., VM.
*' 'IoCaAos Bs., iOuAios '.
^^'3 Xyl. , avTwvlvos VM. ^^ '. supplied by Bs.
^' ''' Bk., 4€(' VM.
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shutting the senators up in tlieir meeting place, they b.c. 22

forced llicni to vote tliis measure by threatening to

burn down the buildintj over their heads. Next
they took the twenty-four rods ^ and aj)proached

Augustus, begging him to consent both to being

named dictator and to becoming commissioner of

the grain supply,^ as Pompey liad once done.^ He
accepted the hitter duty under compulsion, and
ordered that two men should be chosen annually,

from among those who had served as praetors not

less than five years previously in every case, to at-

tend to the distribution of the grain. As for the

dictatorship, however, he did not accept the office,

but went so far as to rend his garments when he
found himself unable to restrain the people in any
other way, either by argument or by entreaty ; for,

since he vas superior to the dictators in the power
and lionour he already jiossessed, he })roperly guarded
against the jealousy and hatred which the title would
arouse. He took the same course also when they
wished to elect him censor for life ; for, declining to

take the office himself, he immediately appointed
others to be censors, namely Paulus Aemilius
Lepidus and Lucius Munatius Plancus, the latter a

brother of that Plancus who had been proscribed,

and the former a man who had himself been con-

demned to die at that same time. These were the last

two private citizens to hold the censorship together,

wliich was no doubt tlie meaning of the sign given
to them ; for the ])latform, on >vhich they were to

perform one of the functions devolving u})on them,

^ The fasces ; the dictator was regularly attended by
twenty-four lictors. Cf. liii. 1, n. 1.

'^ Curator annonae. •' Cf. xxxix. 0.
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collapsed as they ascended it on the first day of their v.c. 22

holdiii*^ the office, and was shattered in pieces,

and after that no others of the same rank as these

l)ecanie censors toiicthcr. Even at this time, in

spite of their having been cliosen to the position,

Augustus performed many of the duties belonging

to their office. Of the public banquets, he abolished

some altogether and limited the extravagance of

others. He committed the charge of all the

festivals to the praetors, commanding that an
appropriation should be given them from the j)ublic

treasury, and also forbidding any one of them to

spend more than another from his own means on
these festivals, or to give a gladiatorial combat unless

the senate decreed it, or, in fact, oftener than twice

in each year or with more than one hundred and
twenty men. To the curule aediles he entrusted

the putting out of fires, for which purpose he granted

them six hundred slaves as assistants. And since

knights and women of rank had given exhibitions

on the stage even then,^ he forbade not only the

sons of senators, who had even before this been
excluded, but also their grandsons, so far, at least,

as these belonged to the equestrian order, to do
anything of the sort again.

Although in these measures he showed himself, in

form as Avell as in name, both law-giver and arbitrary

ruler, in his behaviour generally he was moderate, to

such a degree, in fact, that he even stood by some of

his friends when their official conduct vas under
investigation. Also a certain Marcus Primus
was accused of having made war upon the Odrysae
while he was governor of Macedonia, and declared at

1 Cf. liii. ;U.
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one iiionient that he had done it with the approval uc. 22

of Augustus^ and at another with that of Mareellus,

Augustus came of liis own aeeord to the court-

room ; and u})on l)eing asked hy the praetor whether
he liad instructed the man to make war, he denied

it. And when the advocate of Primus, Licinius

Murena, in the course of some rather disrespectful

remarks that he made to him, enquired :
" What are

you doing here, and who summoned you ?
" Augustus

merely replied: "The public weal." For this he

received praise from the people of good sense and
was even given the right to convene the senate

as often as he j)leased ; but some of the others

despised him. At all events, not a few voted for the

acquittal of Primus, and others formed a })lot against

Augustus. Fannius Caepio Avas the instigator of it,

but others also joined with him. Even Murena vas
reported to be in the conspiracy, whether truly or by
way of calumny, since he was immoderate and un-

restrained in his outspokenness toward all alike.

These men did not stand trial, and so were convicted

by default, on the sui)position that they intended to

Hee ; and a little latter they were slain, Murena
found neither Proculeius, his brother, nor Mae-
cenas, his sister's husband, of any avail to save him,

though these men were most highly honoured by
Augustus. And inasmuch as some of the jurymen
voted to ac(juit even these conspirators, the emperor
made a law tliat in trials at which the defendant
was not })resent the vote should not be taken
secretly and the defendant should be convicted only

by a unanimous vote. Now that he took these

measures, not in anger, but as really conducive to
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the public• good^ he gave very strong proof; at any n.c. 2J

rate, when Caepio's father freed one of tlie two
slaves had accompanied his son in his flight

because this slave had wished to defend his young
master when he met his death, but in the case of

the second slave, who liad deserted his son, led him
through the midst of the Forum with an inscription

making known the reason why he was to be put to

death, and afterwards crucified him, the emperor was
not vexed. Indeed, he would have allayed all the

criticism of those who w ere not pleased with Avliat had
been done, had he not gone further and permitted

sacrifices to be both voted and offered as for a victory.

It was at this time that he restored to the people

both Cyprus and Gallia Narbonensis as districts no
longer needing the presence of his armies ; and thus

proconsuls began to be sent to those })rovinces also.

He also dedicated the temple of Jupiter Tonans.
Concerning this tcm})le two stories have been handed
down, first, that at that time claps of thunder occurred

when the ritual was being performed, and, second,

that at a later time Augustus had a dream as follows.

The people, he thought, approached Jupiter is

called Tonans and did reverence to liim, partly be-

cause of the novelty of his name and of the form of

his statue, and partly because the statue had been
set u]) by Augustus, but chiefly because it was the

first they encountered as they ascended the Capitol

;

and thcreui)on the Jupiter in the great temple
was angry because he Avas now reduced to second
|)lace as compared with the other. At this, Augustus
related, he said to Ju})iter Capitolinus, " You have
Tonans as your sentinel "

; and w hen it was dav, he
attached a bell to the statue as confirmation of the
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vision. For those vvlio ^nard comnuiiiities at niglit b.c. 22

carry a bell, in order to l)e able to signal to the

inhabitants whenever they need to do so.

These were tJie events that occurred in Rome

;

and at about this same period the Cantabri and the

Astures broke out into Avar again, the Astures on
account of the luxurious ways and cruelty of Carisius,

and the Cantabri because they perceived that the

others were in revolt and because they despised their

own governor, Gaius Furnius, since lie had but

lately arrived and they supposed that he was
unacquainted with conditions among them. Never-

theless, he did not appear to them that sort of man
when it came to action ; for they were defeated and
reduced to slavery by him, and the Astures likewise,

since he also aided Carisius. Not many of the

Cantabri were ca})tured ; for when they had no
hope of freedom, they did not chose to live, either,

but some set their forts on fire and cut their own
throats, and others of their own choice remained
with them and were consumed in the flames_, while

yet others took poison in the sight of all. Thus the

most of them and the fiercest element perished. As
for the Astures, as soon as they had been repulsed

while besieging a certain stronghold and had later

been defeated in battle, the offered no further resist-

ance, but were promptly subdued.

About this same time the Ethiopians, who dwell

beyond Kgypt, advanced as far as the city called

Elephantine, \\'\\\\ Candace as their leader, ravaging

everything they encountered. At Elephantine, how-
ever, learning that (Jaius ^ Petronius, the governor of

l\gypt, was approaching, they hastily retreated before

' Pliny (lYa/. /^V. vi. LSI) calls him Pnblius.
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he arrived, lioping to make good their escape. But

being overtaken on the road, they were defeated and

thus drew him after them into their own country.

There, too, he fought successfully with them, and

took Naj)ata, their ca})ital, among other cities. This

place was razed to the ground, and a garrison left at

another point ; for Petronius, finding himself unable

either to advance farther, on account of the sand and

the heat, or advantageously to remain where he vas

with his entire army, vithdrew, taking the greater

part of it with him. Thereupon the Ethiopians at-

tacked the garrisons, but he again proceeded against

them, rescued his own men, and compelled Candace

to make terms with him.

While this was going on, Augustus went to Sicily in

order to settle affairs in that island and elsewhere as

far as Syria. While he was still there, the Roman popu-

lace fell to quarrelling over the election of the consuls.

This incident showed clearly that it was impossible for

a democratic government to be maintained among
them ; at any rate, although they had but little

authority either in the matter of the elections or of the

offices themselves, they fell to rioting. One of the

consulships, it seems, was being kept for Augustus,

and accordingly at the beginning of the year Marcus

Lollius alone entered upon ofhce ; but when the em-
peror would not accept the position, Quintus Lepidus

and Lucius Silvanus became rival candidates and threw

everything into such turmoil that Augustus was sum-
moned home by those who retained their senses. He
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would not rc'liini, however, and wlien the two
candidates themselves came to him, he rebuked them
and sent them away, giving orders that the vote

should be taken during the absence of them both
;

thereupon the people were no more quiet than

before, but fell into great strii'e again, until at last

Lepidus was chosen. Augustus Avas displeased at the

incident, for he could not devote all his time to Rome
alone and did not dare to leave the city in a state of

anarchy ; accordingly, he sought for some one to set

over it, and judged Agrippa to be most suitable for

the purpose. And as he wished to invest him
w^th a dignity above the ordinary, in order that he
might govern tiie people more easily, he summoned
him, comj)elled him to divorce his wife, although she

was the emjieror's own niece, and to marry Julia
;

and he sent him to Rome at once to attend both to

the wedding and to the administration of the city.

This step is said to have been taken partly on the

advice of Maecenas, who in counselling him upon
these very matters said :

" Vou have made him so

great that he must either become your son-in-huv or

be slain." Agrippa, then, checked Avhatever other

ailments he found still festering, and curtailed the

Kgy})tian rites which Avere again invading the city,

forbidding anyone to perform them even in the

suburbs within one mile of the city.^ And when a

disturbance arose over the election of the prefect of

the city, the official chosen on account of the Feriae,^

he did not succeed in quelling it, but they went
through that year without this official.

1 Cf. note on li. 19, (5.

- The prefect of the city mus a])point(Hl to have charge of

the city during the al)sence of the two consuls in atten(lance
upon the cclebratioti at the All»an Mount.
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Wliile Agrij)pa was thus occu})ied, Augustus, after b.c.

arranging various matters in Sicily and making
Roman colonics of Syracuse and certain other

cities, crossed over into Greece. He honoured the

Lacedaemonians by giving them Cythera and at-

tending their public mess, because Livia, when she

fled from Italy with her husband and son/ had spent

some time there. ]5ut from the Athenians he took
away Aegina and Eretria, from which they received

tribute, because, as some say, they had espoused the

cause of Antony ; and he furthermore forbade them
to make anyone a citizen for money. And it seemed
to them that the thing Avhich had happened to the

statue of Athena was responsible for this misfortune
;

for this statue on the Acropolis, which was placed

to face the east, had turned around to the w^est and
spat blood. Augustus, now, after transacting Avhat

business he liad in Greece, sailed to Samos, where
he passed the winter ; and in the spring of the year b.c. 2

when Marcus Aj)uleius and Publius Silius were
consuls, he vent on into Asia, and settled everything

there and in Bithynia. For although these provinces

as well «ns those previously mentioned vere regarded
as belonging to the people, he did not for that

reason neglect them, but gave most careful attention

to them all, as if they were his own. Thus he
instituted various reforms, so far as seemed desirable,

and made donations of money to some, at the same
time commanding others to contribute an amount
in excess of the tribute. He reduced the })eo})le of

Cyzicus to slaver}' because during a factious quarrel

they had flogged and put to death some Romans.
And wlien he reached Syria, he took the same action

1 Cf. xlviii. 1).
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in tlie case of the [)eoi)le of Tyre and Sidoii on

account of tlieir factious quarrelling.

Meanwhile Phraates^ fearing that Augustus would
lead an expedition against him because he had not

yet performed any of his engagements, sent back to

him the standards and all the captives, with the

exception of a few who in shame had destroyed

themselves or, eluding detection, remained in the

country. Augustus received them as if he had
conquered the Parthian in a war ; for he took great

pride in the achievement, declaring that he had
recovered without a struggle Avhat had formerly been
lost in battle. Indeed, in honour of this success he
commanded that sacrifices be decreed and likewise a

temple to Mars Ultor on the Ca{)itol, in imitation of

that of Jupiter Feretrius, in which to dedicate the

standards ; and he himself carried out both decrees.

Moreover he rode into the city on horseback ^ and
was honoured with a triumphal arch. Now all this

was done later in commemoration of the event ; but
at the time of which we are speaking he was chosen
commissioner of all the highways in the neigh-

bourhood of Rome,- and in this caj)acity set up the

golden mile-stone,•^ as it was called, and appointed
men from the number of the ex-praetors, each with
two lictors, to attend to the actual construction of

the roads. And Julia gave birth to a boy, who
received the name Gaius ; and a j)ermanent annual
sacrifice on his birthday was granted. Now this, like

all the other acts mentioned, was done in pursuance

all the great roads met. It was a column covered with gilt

])ronze, and \vas ongiavod with the names of the more
important cities of the empire with their distances from
Rome. Distances were actually measured, however, from
the city gates.
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of a decree ; on their own initiative, however, the

aediles gave games in the Circus and a slaughter of

wild beasts on Augustus' birthday.

This is what was going on in the city. Augustus
administered the subject territory according to the

customs of the Romans, but permitted the allied na-

tions to be governed in their own traditional manner
;

and he did not regard it as desirable either to make
any additions to the former or to extend the latter

by any new acquisitions, but thought it best to be satis-

fied with precisely Avhat they already possessed, and
he communicated this opinion to the senate. There-
fore he undertook no war, at any rate for the time
being, but actually gave away certain principalities

—to lamblichus, the son of lamblichus, his ancestral

dominion over the Arabians, and to Tarcondimotus,
the son of Tarcondimotus, the kingdom of Cilicia,

which his father had held, except for a few places

on the coast. These latter together vith Lesser

Armenia he granted to Archelaus, because the Mede,
who previously had ruled them, was dead. To
Herod he entrusted the tetrarchy of a certain

Zenodorus, and to one Mithridates, though still a

mere boy, he gave Commagene, inasmuch as its king
had put the boy's father to death. And since the other

Armenians had preferred charges against Artaxes
and had sunnnoned his brother Tigranes, was in

Rome, the emperor sent Tiberius to drive Artaxes
out of the kingdom and to reinstate Tigranes. And
although nothing was accomplished by Tiberius

commensurate with his preparations, since before his

arrival the Armenians slew Artaxes, yet he assumed
a lofty bearing, especially after sacrifices had been
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voted to commenionite what he liad done, as though b.c 20

he had accompHshed something by valour. And his

thoughts were ah*eady on the monarchy^ inasnnucb as,

wlien he was aj)|)roacIiing Phili})|)i, a tumult Avas

Jieard coming from the field of the battle, as if from

an army, and fire blazed up spontaneously from the

altars which Antony had built in the fortified camp.
Tiberius, accordingly, was feeling elated over these

occurrences. J5ut Augustus, for his part, returned to

Samos and once more passed the Avinter there. In

recognition of his stay he gave the islanders their

freedom, and he also attended to many matters of

business. For a great many embassies came to him,

and the people of India, who had already made over-

tures, now made a treaty of friendship, sending among
other gifts tigers, which were then for the first time
seen by the llonians, as also, I think, by the Greeks.

They also gave him a boy who had no shoulders or

arms, like our statues of Hermes. And yet, defective

as he was, lie could use his feet for everything, as it

they were hands : with them he would stretch a bow,
shoot missiles, and put a trum})et to his lips. How
he did this I do not know ; I merely state what is

recorded. One of the Indians, Zarmarus, for some
reason wished to die,—either because, being of the

caste of sages, he was on this account moved by
ambition, or, in accordance with the traditional

custom of the Indians, because of old age, or be-

cause he wished to make a display for the benefit

of Augustus and the Athenians (for Augustus had
reached Athens) ;—he was therefore initiated into

the mysteries of the two gOddesses,^ which were held

' uemeter and Kore.
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out of season on account, tliey say, of Au<rustus, who b.c. 20

also was an initiate, and he then threw himself alive

into the fire.

The consul that year was Gains Sentius ; and when b.c. ly

it became necessary for a colleague to be elected (for

Augustus on this occasion, also, did not accept the

position after it had been kept open for him), factious

(juarrelling again took place and murders occurred,

so that the senators voted a guard for Sentius ; and

Avhen he was unwilling to use it, they sent envoys to

Augustus, each with two lictors. Now when the

emperor learned of these things, realizing that there

would be no end to the evil, he did not this time

deal with the matter as he had before, but appointed

one of the envoys themselves, Quintus Lucretius, to

the consulship, though this man's name had been

posted in the list of the })roscribed ; and he hastened

to Rome himself For this and the other things he

had done while absent from the city many honours

of all sorts were voted him, none of which he would

accept, save the founding of an altar to Fortuna

Redux (for this was the name they gave to her), and
the provision that the day on which he arrived

should be numbered among the holidays and be

called Augustalia. Since even then the magistrates

and the rest made preparations beforehand to go

out to meet him, he entered the city by night ; and

on the following day he gave Tiberius the rank of an

ex-praetor and allowed Drusus to stand for the

various ottices five years earlier than was the practice.
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And inasmuch as there was no similarity between the b.c. vj

conduct of the people during his absence, when they
(juarrclled, and while he was present, when they

were afraid, he accepted an election, on their in-

vitation, to the position of supervisor of morals ^ for

five years, and took the authority of censor for the

same period and that of consul for life, and in

consequence had the right to use the twelve rods

always and everywhere and to sit in the curule

chair between the two men who were at the time

consuls. After voting these measures they begged
him to set everything to rights and to enact what-

ever laws he liked ; and the laws which should be

proj)osed by him they called "leges Augustae " from
that very moment, and desired to take an oath that

they would abide by them. He accepted all the

other measures, believing them to be necessary, but
did not require the oatiis from them ; for he w^ell

knew that, if any measure they decreed should

represent their judgment, they would observe it

even without taking an oath, but if it should not,

they would pay no heed to it, even if they should

offer ten thousand guarantees.

Augustus, then, was engaged \vith these matters
;

and one of the aediles voluntarily resigned his office

by reason of poverty. As for Agri{)pa, as soon as he
had settled whatever business was urgent in Rome,
whither he had been sent from Sicily on the occasion

mentioned,'- he was then assigned to the provinces

of Gaul ; for the people there not only were (piarrel-

ling among themselves, but also were being harassed

by the (iermans. After putting a stop to those

troubles, too, he went over to S])ain. It seems that

the Cantabri who had been captured alive in the war

^ Praefectus moribus. ^ See chap. 6, 5.
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and sold, had killed their masters in every case, and
returning home, had induced many to join in their

rebelhon ; and with the aid of these they had seized

some i)ositions, walled them in, and were plotting

against the Roman garrisons. It was against these

people, then, that Agrippa led an expedition. But
he had some trouble also with his soldiers ; for not a

few of them were too old and were exhausted by the

continual wars ; and fearing the Cantabri as men
hard to subdue, they would not obey him. Never-
theless, partly by admonishing and exhorting them,
and partly by inspiring them with hopes, he soon

made them yield obedience. In fighting against

the Cantabri, however, he met with many reverses

;

for they not only had gained practical experience, as

a result of having been slaves to the Romans, but
also despaired of having their lives granted to them
again if they were taken captive. But finally Agrippa
was successful ; after losing many of his soldiers,

and degrading many others because they kept being

defeated (for example, he gave orders that the

entire Augustan legion, as it had been called, should

no longer bear that name), he at length destroyed

nearly all of the enemy who were of military age,

deprived the rest of their arms, and forced them to

come down from their fortresses and live in the

plains. Yet he sent no communication concerning

them to the senate, and did not accept a triumph,

altliough one Avas voted at the behest of Augustus,

but showed moderation in these matters as was his

wont ; and once, when asked by the consul for his

opinion about his brother,' he would not give it. At
^ Nothing of this sort is recorded elsewhere. ' passage

may })e corrupt ; it has been proposed to read vph for,
" ahead of the consul's brother," i.e. out of his turn.
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his own expense he broiiglit into the eity the water- b.(. I'j

supply known as the Aqua Virgo, and named it the

Augusta. The emperor took such great delight in

this that once, when there was a great scarcity of

wine and people were loudly complaining, he de-

clared that Agrippa had in a most competent
manner seen to it that they should never j)erish ot"

thirst.

Such was the character of this man ; but others

both strove for triumphs and celebrated them, not

only for no ex})loits comparable to his, but merely
for arresting robbers or for restoring harmony to

cities that were torn b}^ factious strife. For Augus-
tus, at least in the beginning, bestowed these rewards
lavishly upon certain men, and those Avhom he hon-
oured by public funerals were very many. Accord-
ingly, while these men gained lustre through such

distinctions, Agrippa Avas promoted to the supreme
power, one might say, by him. For Augustus saw
that the public business required strict attention,

and feared that he himself might, as often ha])pens

to men of his position, fall victim to a plot. (As for

the breastplate which he often wore beneath his

dress, even when he entered the senate, he believed

that it would be of but scanty and slight assistance to

liim.) He therefore first added five years to his own
term as princeps, since his ten-year period was about
to expire (this was in the consulshi]) of Publius and bc is

Gnaeus Lentulus), and then he granted to Agrippa
many privileges almost ecpial to his own, especially

the tribunicial! power for the same length of time.

For that number of years, he said at the time, would
be enouiih for them ; though not lon<r afterward lie
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obtained tlic otlicr five years of his imperial power in b.c. i{

addition, so that the total number became ten again.

When he had done this, he purged the senatorial

body. For the members seemed to him to be too

numerous even now, and he saw nothing good in a

large throng ; moreover, lie hated not only those

who were notorious for some baseness, but also those

who were conspicuous for their flattery. And when,
as on the previous occasion, ^ no one would resign of

his own free will, and Augustus, in his turn, did not

wish to incur blame alone, he himself selected the

thirty best men (a point which he afterwards con-

firmed by oath) and bade them, after first taking the

same oath, choose five at a time, relatives not to be
included, by writing the names on tablets. After this

he made the groups of five cast lots, with the arrange-

ment that the one man in each grouj) who drew the

lot should be a senator himself and should write

down five other names according to the same plan.

The original thirty, of course, vere to be included

among those were available for selection by
the second thirty and for the drawing of lots.

And since some were chosen were out of

to\vn, others vere drawn in their place and dis-

charged the duties that belonged to them. At
first all this went on for several days in the way de-

scribed ; but when various abuses crept in, Augustus
no longer entrusted the lists to the quaestors

and no longer submitted the groups of five to the

lot, but he himself thenceforth made the selection

and himself chose the senators who were still re-

([uired in order to make the number of men aj)-

pointed six hundred in all. It had, indeed, been his

1 Cf. lii. 42.
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plan to limit the senators to three hundred, as in nr. is

the early times, and he thought he ought to be well

eontent if that number of men were found who were
worthy of the senate. But the number he actually

em'olled was six hundred, since all alike were dis-

pleased with the other arrangement ; for it turned

out that those whose names would be stricken off" the

roll would be much more numerous than those who
kept their places, so that the present senators were
more afraid of being reduced to the ranks than hope-

ful of being in the new senate. Indeed, he did not

stop even when this was done, but subsequently took

other measures. It seems that certain unsuitable

persons were even then found on the lists ; and one
Licinius Uegulus, indignant because his name had
been erased, whereas his son and several others to

whom he thought himself su])erior had been selected

by the lot, rent his clothing in the very senate, laid

bare his body, enumerated his cam})aigns, and showed
them his scars ; and Articuleius Paetus, one of those

who were to remain senators, earnestly begged that

he might retire from his seat in the senate in favour

of his father, who had been rejected. Consequently
Augustus })urged the senate again, removing some
and choosing others in their places. And since, even
so, the names of many had been stricken out, and
some of them, as usually happens in such a case,

found fault with him on the ground that they had
been unjustly expelled, he at that time accorded
them the right to attend sj)ectacles and celebrate

festivals along with the senators, wearing the same
garb as they, and for the future he allowed them to

stand for the various offices. The majority of them
came back in the course of time into the senate

;
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but some few were left in an intermediate position, b.c. is

being regarded as belonging neither to the senate

nor to the people.

After these events, many innnediately and many
later were accused, whether truly or falsely, of

plotting against both the emperor and Agrippa. It

is not i)ossiblc, of course, for those on the outside to

have certain knowledge of such matters ; for what-

ever measures a ruler takes, either personally or

through the senate, for the punishment of men for

alleged plots against himself, are generally looked

upon with suspicion as having been done out of spite,

no matter how just such measures may be. For

this reason it is my j)urpose to report in all such

cases sim})ly the recorded version of the affair, with-

out busying myself with anything beyond the pub-
lished account, except in perfectly patent cases, or

giving a hint as to the justice or injustice of the act

or as to the truth or falsity of the re})ort. Let this

ex})lanation a])ply also to everything that I shall

write hereafter. As for the time of which we are

speaking, Augustus executed a few men ; in the case

of Lepidus, however, although he hated the man,
among other reasons, because his son had been
detected in a plot against him and had been pun-
ished, yet he did not wish to ])ut him to death, but
kept subjecting him to insult from time to time in

various ways. Thus he would order him to come back
to the city from his estate in the country,^ whether
he wished to do so or not, and would always take him
to the meetings of the senate, in order that he
might be subjected to the utmost to jeering and

* At Circeii.
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insults, so tliat he might realize his loss of power
and dignity. In general he did not treat him as

worthy of any consideration on his part, and on the

occasions referred to called on him for his vote the

last of all the ex-consuls. For vhile he was wont
to put the vote to the other senators in the regular

order, in the case of the ex-consuls he used to call

on one first, another second, and others third and
fourth, and so on, just as he pleased ; and the consuls

also did the same. Thus it Avas that he used to treat

Lei)idus. And when Antistius Labeo wrote down
the name of Lepidus among those might be
senators, at the time when the process of selection

which we have described Avas being followed, the

emperor first declared that he had perjured himself,^

and he threatened to punish him. Thereupon Labeo
replied :

" Why, what harm have I done by keeping
in the senate one whom you even now permit to be
high priest?" At this Augustus desisted from his

anger ; for though he had often been asked, both
privately and })ublicly, to take this priesthood, he
did not feel that it was right to do so while Lepidus
lived. 2 This reply of Antistius was regarded as a

haj)py one, as Avas also another remark of his : when
it was said in the senate, on one occasion, that the

senators ought to take turns in guarding Augustus,
Antistius, not daring to speak in o})position nor yet

willing to assent, remarked, '^ As for me, I snore, and
so cannot sleep at the door of his chamber."
Among the laws that Augustus enacted was one

Avhich provided that those who had bribed anyone in

order to gain office should be debarred from office for

^ Presunuvbly because of tlic oath the thirty men hatl

taken that they would select the best men.
2 Cf. xlix. 15, 3, and chap. 27, 2 inf.
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five years. He laid heavier assessments upon the

unmarried men and U])on tlie women witliout hus-

bands, and on tlie other hand offered prizes for

marriage and tlie begetting of children. And since

among the nobility there ^vere far more males than

females, he allowed all who wished, except the

senators, to marry freedwomen, and ordered that

their offspring should be held legitimate.

Meanwhile a clamor arose in the senate over the

disorderly conduct of the women and of the young
men, this being alleged as a reason for their re-

luctance to enter into the marriage relation ; and
Avhen they urged him to remedy this abuse also, >vith

ironical allusions to his intimacy vith many
women, he at first re{)lied that the most necessary

restrictions had been laid down and that anything
further could not possibly be regulated by decree in

similar fashion. Then, when he vas driven into a

corner, he said :
" You yourselves ought to admonish

and command your >vives as you wish ; that is >vhat I

do." When they heard that, they plied him with

questions all the more, wishing to learn >vhat the

admonitions were which he professed to give Livia.

He accordingly, though vith reluctance, made a few
remarks about women's dress and their other adorn-

ment, about their going out and their modest be-

haviour, not in the least concerned that his actions

did not lend credence to his words. Another in-

stance of such inconsistency had occurred while he
was censor. Some one brought before him a young
man who had taken as his wife a married woman
with whom he had previously committed adultery,

and made ever so many accusations against the
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mean, and Augustus was at a loss what to do, not

daring to overlook the affair nor yet to administer

any rebuke. At length, though vith difiiculty, he
recovered himself and said: "^ Our factious quarrels

have borne many terrible fruits ; let us, then, forget

them and give our attention to the future, that

nothing of the sort may occur again." Inasmuch,
too, as certain men were betrothing themselves to

infant girls and thus enjoying the privileges granted
to married men,^ but without rendering the service

expected of them, he ordered that no betrothal

should be valid if the man did not marry within two
years of such betrothal,—that is, that the girl must
in every case be at least ten years old at her be-

trothal if the man was to derive any advantages

from it, since, as I have stated,- girls are held to

have reached the marriageable age on the com-
pletion of twelve full years.

Besides these several enactments, Augustus further

provided that, for the distribution of grain, one
candidate, who must have served as praetor three

years previously, should be nominated each year by
each of the officials then serving, and that, from
these nominees, four men should be chosen by lot

to serve in succession as distributors of grain. •^ And
he commanded that the office of prefect of the citv,

who was chosen for the Feriae,'* should always be
filled by the election of one man, and that the

Sibylline verses, Avhich had become indistinct

through lajise of time, should be co])ied off by the

priests with their own hands, in order that no one

* Suetonius {(/. ^1) among the new oilices esta-

hliishcd by Augustus the ^' curam . . . frumcnti populo

* See note on chap. ; and of, xli. 14, 4, and xlix. 10, 2.
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else might read them. He permitted all to stand

for office who possessed proj)erty worth four hundred
thousand sesterces and were eligible by the laws to

hold office. This was the senatorial rating which
he at first established ; but later he raised it to

one million sesterces. Upon some of those who lived

upright lives but })ossessed less than the four

hundred thousand sesterces in the first instance, or

the million in the second, he bestowed the amount
lacking. And because of this he allowed the

praetors who so desired to spend on the public

festivals three times the amount granted them from
the treasury. Thus, even if some were vexed at

the strictness of his other regulations, yet by reason

of this action and also because he restored one
Pylades, a dancer, who had been exiled on account
of sedition, they remembered them no longer.

Hence Pylades is said to have rejoined very cleverly,

when the emperor rebuked him for having quar-

relled Avith 15athyllus, a fellow-artist and a favourite

of Maecenas ^
: ''It is to your advantage, Caesar, that

the people should devote their spare time to us."

These were the occurrences of that year. In the

consulship of Gains Furnius and (Jaius Silanus,

Agrippa again acknowledged the birth of a son, who
was named Lucius ; and Augustus immediately
adopted him together with his brother Gains, not
Avaiting for them to become men, but appointing

them then and there successors to his office, in order

that fever plots might be formed against him. He
transferred the festival of Honor and Virtus to the

days Avhich are at present theirs, commanded those

who celebrated triumphs to erect out of their

1 Cf. Tac. Ann. i. 54.
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spoils some monument to commemorate tlieir deeds, b.c. 17

and held the fifth celebration of the Ludi Saeculares.

He ordered th(; orators to give their services as

advocates without pay, on i)ain of a fine of four

times the amount they received ; and he forbade

those who were drawn as jurymen from time to

time to enter any person's house during their year

of service. And since the members of the senate

showed a lack of interest in attending its sessions,

he increased the fines for those were late with-

out a good excuse.

Next he set out for Gaul, during the consulship c. i6

of Lucius Domitius and Publius Scipio, making the
wars that had arisen in that region his excuse. For
since he had become disliked by many as a result of

his long stay in the capital, and now was offending

many who committed some act contrary to his

decrees by the punishments he was inflicting, and
at the same time, by sparing many others, was being
compelled to transgress his enactments, he
decided to leave the country, somewhat after the

manner of Solon. Some even suspected that he
had gone aAvay on account of Terentia, the Avife of

Maecenas, and intended, inasmuch as there was
much talk about them in Rome, to live with her
abroad free from all gossip. So great, indeed, was
!iis passion for her that he once made her enter a

contest of beauty against Livia. Before setting out
he dedicated the temple of Quirinus, which he had
rebuilt. I mention this for tlie reason that he
adorned it with seventy-six columns, Avhich was the
exact number of the years he lived, and thus caused
some to declare that he had chosen this number
deliberately and not by mere chance. So he dedi-

cated this temple at that time, and also exhibited
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gladitatorial combats, Tiberius and Drusus represent-

ing him in the matter after the senate had granted

them permission. Tiien he committed to Taurus
the management of the city together with tlie rest

of Italy (for he liad sent Agrippa again to Syria and
no longer looked with equal favour upon Maecenas
because of the latter's wife), and taking Tiberius,

though })raetor at the time, along with him, he set

out on his journey. Tiberius, it appears, had
become [)raetor in spite of his already holding the

rank of a praetor ; and Drusus now performed all

the duties of his office in pursuance of a decree.

The night following their departure the temple of

Inventus^ was burned to the ground. Other portents

also had occurred : a wolf had rushed into the Forum
by the Sacred Way and had killed people, and not

far from the Forum ants >vere conspicuously swarm-
ing together ; moreover, a flame like a torch had
shot from the south towards the north all night

long. Because of all these signs prayers vere
offered for the return of Augustus. Meanwhile they
held the (juadrennial celebration of his sovereignty,

Agrippa, represented by his fellow-priests, bearing

the expense ; for he had been consecrated as one of

the quindecimviri, upon Avhom the management of

the festival devolved in regular succession.

There were many other disturbances, too, diu'ing

that period. The Camunni and Vennii,'- Alpine

tribes, took up arms against the Romans, but were
con(juered and subdued by Publius Silius. The
Pannonians in company Avith the Norici overran

^ Aedes /,^.
2 Other forms of this name are Venuones, Veiiuonles, and

Venostes.
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Istria ; but the former, upon being discomfited by b.c. ig

Silius and liis lieutenants, both came to terms again

tliemselves and caused the Norici to be subjected

to the same slavery. The uprisings in Dalmatia and
in Spain were quelled in a short time. Macedonia

was ravaged by the Dentheleti and the Scordisci.

In Thrace somewhat earlier Marcus Lollius, while

aiding Ilhoemetalces, the uncle and guardian of the

sons of Cotys, had subjugated the Bessi. Later

Lucius Gallus conquered the Sarmatians for the

same reason and drove them back across the Ister.

The greatest, however, of the wars Avhich at that

time fell to, the lot of the Romans, and the one

presumably which drew Augustus away from the

city, was that against the Germans. It seems that

the Sugambri, Usipetes, and Tencteri had first seized

in their own territory some of the Romans and had

crucified them, after >vhich they had crossed the

Rhine and j)lundered Germania and Gaul. When
the Roman cavalry approached, they surprised them
from ambush ; then, pursuing them as they fled,

they fell in unexpectedly with Lollius, the governor

of the province, and conquered him also. On
learning of all this, Augustus hastened against them,

but found no warfare to carry on ; for the barbarians,

learning that Lollius was making preparations and

that the emperor vas also taking the field, retired

into their own territory and made peace, giving

hostages.

For this reason Augustus had no need of arms,

but in arranging other matters he consumed the
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whole of tliis year, as well as the next, in wliich b.c. 15

Marcus Libo and Calpiirniiis I*iso Avere consuls.

For not only had the Ciauls suii'ercd much at the

hands of the Germans, but much also at the hands
of a certain Licinus.^ And of this, I think, the

sea-monster had given them full warning before-

hand ; twenty feet broad and three times as long,

and resembling a woman excej)t for its head, it

had come in from the ocean and become stranded

on the shore. Now Licinus was originally a Gaul,

but after being captured by the Romans and be-

coming a slave of Caesar's, he had been set free by
him, and by Augustus had been made procurator of

(xaul. This man, then, with his combination of bar-

barian avarice and Roman dignity, tried to overthrow
every one was ever counted su})erior to him and
to destroy every one who was strong for the time
being. He not only supplied himself vith plenty

of funds for the requirements of the office to which
he had been assigned, but also incidentally collected

plenty for himself and for his friends. His knavery
went so far that in some cases where the people
paid their tribute by the month he made the months
fourteen in number, declaring that the month called

December was really the tenth, and for that reason

they must reckon two more (which he called the

eleventh and the twelfth ^ respectively) as the last,

and contribute the money that was due for these

months. It was these quibbles that brought him
into danger ; for the Gauls secured the ear of

Augustus and })rotested indignantly, so that the

* Licinus appears to bo the proper spelling of tlie name,
although we find Licinius even in .some Roman Avriters.

- liekker plausibly suggested'5(( and,
I.e. Undecember and Duodecember.
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emperor in some matters sliared tlieir vexation and
in others tried to excuse Licinus. He claimed to

be unaware of some of his extortions and affected

not to believe others, while some matters he actually

concealed, feelin<i^ ashamed to have employed such
a procurator. Licinus, however, devised another

scheme as follows, and laughed them all to scorn.

When he perceived that Augustus was displeased

with him and that he was likely to be punished, he
brought the emperor into his house, and showing
him many treasures of silver and gold and many
other valuables piled up in heaps, he said :

'^ 1 have
gathered all this purposely, master, for you and for

the rest of the Romans, lest the natives, by having
control of so much money, should revolt. At any
rate, I have kept it all for you and now give it ^to

you."

Thus Licinus was saved, by pretending that he
had sapped the strength of the barbarians in order

to serve Augustus. Drusus and Tiberius in the
meantime were engaged in the following exploits.

The Rhaetians, who dwell between Noricum and
Gaul, near the Tridentine Al})s ^ vhich adjoin Italy,

were overrunning a large part of the neighbouring
territory of Ciaul and carrying otf plunder even from
Italy ; and they vere harassing such of the Romans
or their allies as travelled through their country.

Now these acts of theirs seemed to be about what
was to be exj)ected of nations \vhich had not accepted
terms of peace ; but they went further and destroyed
all the males among their captives, not only those

who had already come into the world, but also those

who were still in the women's wombs, the sex of

^ The Alps around Tridentum (Trent).
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wliom tliey discovered by some means of divination.

For these reasons, then, Augustus first sent against

them Drusus, who speedily routed a detacliment of

them wliicli came to meet him near the Tridentine

mountains, and in consequence received the rank of

praetor. Later, when the Rhaetians had been re-

pulsed from Italy, but were still harassing Gaul,

Augustus sent out Tiberius also. Both leaders then

invaded Rhaetia at many points at the same time,

either in person or through their lieutenants, and

Tiberius even crossed the lake ^ with ships. In this

Avay, by encountering them separately, they terrified

them and not only easily overwhelmed those with

whom they came into close quarters at any time,

inasmuch as the barbarians had their forces scattered,

but also captured the remainder, >vho in consequence

had become weaker and less spirited. And because

the land had a large population of males and seemed
likely to revolt, they deported most of the strongest

men of military age, leaving behind only enough to

give the country a population, but too few to begin

a revolution.

This same year Vedius Pollio died, a man who in

general had done nothing deserving of remem-
brance, as he was sprung from freedmen, belonged to

the knights, and had performed no brilliant deeds ; but

he had become very famous for his wealth and for his

cruelty, so that he has even gained a place in history.

Most of the things he did it would be wearisome to

relate, but I may mention that he kept in reservoirs

* The Lacus Venetiis (Lago di Garda).
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iiuge lampreys that had been trained to eat men,
and he was accustomed to throw to them such of his

slaves as lie desired to put to death. Once, when
he was entertaining Augustus, his cup-bearer broke
a crystal goblet, and without regard for his guest,

PoUio ordered the fellow to be thrown to the
lampreys. Hereupon the slave fell on his knees
before Augustus and supplicated him, and Augustus
at first tried to persuade Pollio not to commit so

monstrous a deed. Then, when Pollio paid no heed
to him, the emperor said, '^ Bring all the rest of the

drinking vessels Avhich are of like sort or any others

of value that you possess, in order that I may use

them," and when they were brought, he ordered
them to be broken. When Pollio saw this, he was
vexed, of course ; but since he was no longer

angry over the one goblet, considering the great

number of the others that were ruined, and, on the
other hand, could not punish his servant for what
Augustus also had done, he held his peace, though
much against his will. This is the sort of person Pollio

>vas, who died at this time. Among his many be-

quests to many persons he left to Augustus a good
share of his estate together with Pausilypon,^ the

place between Neapolis and Puteoli, Avith instructions

that some public work of great beauty should be

erected there. Augustus razed Pollio's house to the

ground, on tlie pretext of ])reparing for the erection

of the other structure, but really with the purpose

that Pollio should have no monument in the city
;

^ 1) modern Posilipo, betAvecii Naples and Poz/uoli.

The (Jreck name Pausilypon means " grief-assuaging," thus
corresponding to such modern names as Sans Souci, Hearts-
ease, etc.
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and he built a colonnade, inscribing on it the name, b.c. i5

not of Pollio, but of Livia.

However, he did this later. At the time we are

considering he colonized numerous cities in Gaul and

in Spain, restored to the people of Cyzicus their

freedom, and gave money to the Paphians, who
had suffered from an earthquake, besides allowing

them, by a decree, to call their city Augusta. I re-

cord this, not that Augustus and the senators, too,

did not aid many other cities also both before and

after this occasion, in case of similar misfortunes,

—

indeed, if one should mention them all, the Avork in-

volved in making the record would be endless,—but

my purpose is to show that the senate even assigned

names to cities as a mark of honour and that the

inhabitants did not, as is usually done now, make
out for themselves in each instance lists of names
according to their own pleasure.

The next year Marcus Crassus and Gnaeus Corne- pc• u
bus were consuls ; and the curule aediles, after

resigning their office because they had been elected

under unfavourable auspices, received it again, con-

trary to precedent, at another meeting of the as-

sembly. The Basilica of Paulus Avas burned and the

flames spread from it to the temple of Vesta, so

that the sacred objects there Avere carried up to the

Palatine by the Vestal Virgins,^—except the eldest,

who had become blind,—and were placed in the

house of the priest of .Jupiter. The basilica was

afterwards rebuilt, nominally by Aemilius, who was

1 Cf. xhi. 31, 3.
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the descendant of tlie family of the man who had b.c 14

formerly erected it, but really by Augustus and the

friends of Paul us. At this time the Pannonians re-

volted again and were subdued, and the Maritime
Al})s, inhabited by the Ligurians who were called

Comatij^ and were still free even then, were reduced
to slavery. And the revolt among the tribes of the

Cimmerian Bosporus was quelled. It seems that one
Scribonius, who claimed to be a grandson of Mithri-

dates and to have received the kingdom from Augustus
after the death of Asander, married Asander's wife,

named Dynamis, \vho was really the daughter of

Pharnaces and the granddaughter of Mithridates and
had been entrusted \vith the regency by her husband,

and thus he was holding Bosporus under his control.

Agrippa, upon learning of this, sent against him
Polemon, the king of that part of Pontus bordering

on Ca})padocia. Polemon found Scribonius no longer

alive, for the people of Bosporus, learning of his

advance against them, had already put him to death ;

but when they resisted Polemon through fear that

he might be allowed to reign over them, he en-

gaged them in battle. But although he conquered
them, he was unable to reduce them to submission

until Agrippa came to Sinope vith the purpose
of conducting a campaign against them. Then
they laid down their arms and were delivered up
to Polemon ; and the woman Dynamis became his

wife, naturally not without the sanction of Augustus.
For these successes sacrifices were offered in the

name of Agrippa, but the trium})h which was voted
him was not celebrated. Indeed, he did not so nmch

* i.e. the '* long-haired." Cf. Gallia Comata, xlvi. 55, 5.
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«'IS notify the senate of what had been accomplished, b.c. i4

and in consequence subsequent conquerors, treating

his course as a precedent, also gave up the practice

of sending reports to the public ; and he would
not accept the celebration of the triumph. For this

reason,—at least, such is my opinion,—no one else

of his peers was permitted to do so any longer,

either, but they enjoyed merely the distinction of

triumphal honours.

Now when Augustus had finished all the business

which occupied him in the several provinces of Gaul,

of Germany and of Spain, ^ having spent large sums
upon special districts and received large sums from
others, having bestowed freedom and citizenship

upon some and taken them away from others, he left

Drusus in Germany and returned to Rome himself in

the consulshij) of Tiberius and Quintilius Varus, b.c. is

Now it chanced that the news of his coming reached

the city during those days when Cornelius Balbus

was celebrating with spectacles the dedication of

the theatre which is ev^en to-day called by his

name ; and Balbus accordingly began to put on airs,

as if it Avere he himself that was going to bring

Augustus back,—although he was unable even to

enter his theatre, except by boat, on account of

the flood of water caused by the Tiber, which
had overflowed its banks,—and Tiberius put the

vote to him first, in honour of his building the

theatre. For the senate convened, and among its

other decrees voted to place an altar in the senate-

chamber itself, to conunemorate the return of Augus-

^ Literally, " in the Gauls, in the Germanics, and the
Spaina," "Germany" here and just below refers to the
provinces of Upper and Lower Germany, >vest of the Rhine.
See note on liii. 12, 6.
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tus, and also voted that those who approached him n.c la

as suppHants while he vas inside the pomeriiim

shouUl not be i)unished. Nevertheless, he accepted

neither of these honours, and even avoided en-

countering the })eople on this occasion also ; for he
entered the city at night, j This he did nearly always

whenever he went out to the suburbs or anywhere
else, both on his way out and on his return, so that

he might trouble none of the citizens. The next

day he welcomed the peo})le in the palace, and then,

ascending the Capitol, took the laurel from around
his fasces and placed it upon the knees of Jupiter

;

and he also placed baths and barbers at the service

of the people free of charge on that day. After

this he convened the senate, and though he made no
address himself by reason of hoarseness, he gave his

manuscript to the quaestor to read and thus enu-
merated his achievements and promulgated rules as

to the number of years the citizens should serve in

tile army and as to the amount of money they should

receive when discharged from service, in lieu of

the land which they Avere always demanding. His
object was tliat the soldiers, by being enlisted hence-
forth on certain definite terms, should find no excuse
for revolt on this score. The number of years was
twelve for the Pretorians and sixteen for the rest

;

and the money to be distributed was less in some
cases and more in others. These measures caused
the soldiers neither pleasure nor anger for the time
being, because they neither obtained all they desired

nor yet failed of all ; but in the rest of the i)oj)ula-

tion the measures aroused confident hopes that they
would not in future be robbed of their possessions.

He next dedicated the theatre named after Mar-
cellus. In the course of the festival held for this
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j)nrpose the p;itrician boys, including his grandson b.c is

(iaius, performed the ecpiestrian exercise called

'^'IVoy,"^ and six hundred wild beasts from Africa

were slain. And to celebrate the birthday of

Augustus, luUus, the son of Antony, who was
praetor, gave games in the Circus and a slaughter

of wild beasts, and entertained both the emperor
and the senate, in pursuance of a decree of that

body, upon the Capitol.

After this there was another purging of the lists

of the senate. At first, as we have seen, the rating

of senators had been fixed at four hundred thousand
sesterces, because many of them had been stripped of

their ancestral estates by the wars, and then, as time
went on and men acquired wealth, it had been raised

to one million sesterces. Consequently no one was
any longer found would of his own choice be-

come a senator ; on the contrary, sons and grandsons
of senators, some of them really poor and others re-

duced to humble station by the misfortunes of their

ancestors, not only would not lay claim to the

senatorial dignity, but also, when already entered on
the lists, swore that they were ineligible. Therefore,

previous to this time, while Augustus was still absent

from the city, a decree had been passed that the

Vigintiviri, as they were called, should be appointed
from the knights ; and thus none of these men
eligible to be senators vas any longer enrolled in

the senate without having also held one of the other

offices that led to it. These igintiviri are what is

left of the Vigintisexviri, of whom three- are in

charge of criminal trials, another three ^ attend to

^ See xliii. 23, 6, and note. ' Tresciri capilaUs.
^ Tresviri monetales.
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the coinage of the money, four ^ look after the b.c. is

streets in the city, and ten ^ are assigned to the

courts which are allotted to the Centumviri ; for the

two 2 who were once entrusted with the roads out-

side the walls and the four* \vho used to be sent to

Campania had been abolished. This was one decree

that was passed during the absence of Augustus
;

there was also another providing that, since no one
was any longer ready to seek the tribuneship, some
of the ex-quaestors who vere not yet forty years old

should be appointed to the office by lot. But on the

present occasion Augustus himself made an investi-

gation of the whole senatorial class. With those

who were over thirty-five years of age he did not

concern himself, but in the case of those who were
under that age and possessed the requisite rating he
compelled them to become senators, unless one of

them was physically disabled. He examined their

persons himself, but in regard to their property he
accepted sworn statements, the men themselves and
others as witnesses taking an oath and rendering an
account of their poverty as \vell as of their manner
of life.

Nor did he, while showing such strictness in the
public business, neglect his private affairs ; indeed,

he rebuked both Tiberius, because at the festival,

given under Tiberius' management, in fulfilment of

a vow for the emperor's return, he had seated Gains
at the emperor's side, and the people for honouring
Gains with applause and eulogies.-* On the death of

^ Quatnorvh'i riis in nrbe purgnndi'i ; of. chap. 8, 4.

- Decemviri sflifihu•^ iudirandis.
^ Duoviri viis extra vrbem purgandis,
* Qnatuor prae/ecti Capiiam Cumrtx.
^ Vi. Suet., Aug. 56.
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Lepidus he was appointed lii^h priest and the senate b.c. i;

accordingly wished to vote him [other honours (?)]

;

but he declared that he would not accept any of

them, and when the senators urged hira, he rose and
left the meeting. That measure, therefore, now
failed of passage, and he also received no official

residence ; but, inasmuch as it was absolutely neces-

sary that the high priest should live in a public

residence, he made a part of his own house public

property. The house of the rex sacnficnlus, how-
ever, he gave to the Vestal Virgins, because it was
separated merely by a wall from their apartments.

When Cornelius Sisenna was censured for the

conduct of his wife, and stated in the senate that

he had married her with the knowledge and on
the advice of the emperor, Augustus became
exceedingly angry. He did not, to be sure, say or

do anything violent, but rushed out of the senate-

house, and then returned a little later, choosing to

take this course, though it vas not the correct thing

to do, as he said to his friends afterAvard, rather

than to remain where he was and be compelled to

do something harsh.

Meanwhile he increased the power of Agrippa,
who had returned from Syria, by giving him the
tribunician power again for another five years, and
he sent him out to Pannonia, Avhich was eager for

war, entrusting him Avith greater authority than
the officials outside Italy ordinarily possessed. And
Agrippa set out on the camj)aign in spite of the fact

that the winter had already begun (this was the
year in which Marcus Valerius and Publius Sulpicius b.c. li

were the consuls) ; but Avhen the Fannonians be-

came terrified at his approach and gave up their
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plans for rebellion, he returned, and upon reaching

Campania, fell ill. Augustus happened to be ex-

hibiting, in the name of his sons, contests of armed
warriors at the Panathenaic festival,^ and when he
learned of Agrippa's illness, he set out for Italy

;

and finding him dead, he conveyed his body to the

capital and caused it to lie in state in the Forum.
He also deHvered the eulogy over the dead, after

first hanging a curtain in front of the corpse. Why
he did this, I do not know. Some, however, have
stated that it Avas because he was high priest, others

that it was because he was performing the duties of

censor. But both are mistaken, since neither the

high priest is forbidden to look at a corpse, nor the

censor, either, except when he is about to complete
the census ; but if he looks upon a corpse then,

before his })urification, all his vork has to be done
over again. Now Augustus not only did what I have
recorded, l)ut also had the funeral procession of

Agrippa conducted in the manner in which his own
was afterward conducted, and he buried him in his

own sepulchre, though Agrippa had tiiken one for

himself in the Campus Martins.

Such was the end of Agrippa, who had in every
way clearly shown himself the noblest of the men
of his day and had used the friendship of Augustus
with a view to the greatest advantage both of the
emperor himself and of the commonwealth. For
the more he surpassed others in excellence, the

more inferior he kept himself of his own free will

to the emperor ; and while he devoted all the
wisdom and valour he himself possessed to the

highest interests of Augustus, he lavished all the

^ In Athens.
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honour and influence he received from him upon b.c. 12

benefactions to others. It was because of this in

particular tliat he never became obnoxious to

Augustus himself nor invidious to his fellow-citizens

;

on the contrary, he helped Augustus to establish the
monarchy, as if he were really a devoted adherent of

the principle of autocratic rule, and he won over the

people by his benefactions, as if he were in the

highest degree a friend of popular government. At
any rate, even at his death he left them gardens and
the baths named after him, so that they might bathe
free of cost, and for this purpose gave Augustus
certain estates.^ And the emperor not only turned
these over to the state, but also distributed to the

j)eoj)le four hundred sesterces apiece, giving it to be
understood that Agrippa had so ordered. And, in-

deed, he had inherited most of Agrippa's property,

including the Chersonese on the Hellespont, which
iiad come in some vay or other into Agrippa's hands.

Augustus felt his loss for a long time and hence
caused him to be honoured in the eyes of the
])eople ; and he named the posthumous son born to

him Agrippa. Nevertheless, he did not allow the
citizens at large, although none of the prominent
men wished to attend the festivals, to omit any of

the time-honoured observances, and he in person
superintended the gladiatorial combats, though they
were often held without his presence. The death of

Agri})pa, far from being merely a private loss to his

own household, was at any rate such a public loss

to all the Romans that portents occurred on this

occasion in such numbers as are wont to happen

' For the baths, see liii. 27, 1 . The estates here jnentionetl

were to provide an income for the maintenance of the baths.

359



DIG'S ROMAN HISTORY

€€, ^.
re yap rrj iroXei, ;

€9 ev ^ , iv

S < lepovpyiai^;,,< ? -) -79. ,) -.
30 *Ay yvo'
8 ^ 6 Avyoo -
( yap ,^'^,) -, rj,

",, Sk 1 ^,
2. 8^ 6Xyv 8^ ,-

^ ,* ,^, ,.
3 ^ ^,^

^ ? V, . .
" ^ supplied by Bk., following Casaubon.
^ R. Steph. ,^ VM.
* €<!>' T€ Bk., VM. ^ eSetro Dind., iSiero VM.

360



BOOK LIV

to them l)cforc the j^reatest calamities. Owls kept b.c. 12

flitting about the city^ and lightning struck the

house on the Alban Mount where the consuls lodge

during the sacred rites. ^ The star called the comet ^

hung for several days over the city and was finally

dissolved into flashes resembling torches. Many
buildings in the city Avere destroyed by fire, among
them the hut of Romulus,"^ vhich was set ablaze by
crows which drop])ed upon it burning meat from
some altar.

These Avere the events connected with Agrippa's

death. After this Augustus was chosen supervisor

and corrector of morals "^ for another five years ; for

he received this oflice also for limited periods, as he
did the monarchy. He ordered the senators to

burn incense in their assembly hall whenever they
lield a session, and not to pay the usual visit to him,

his })urpose being, in the first instance, that they
should show reverence to the gods, and, in the

second, that they should not be hindered in con-

vening. And inasmuch as extremely few candidates

sought the tribuneship, because its power had been
abolished, he made a law that the magistrates in

office should each nominate one of the knights who
possessed not less than one million sesterces, and
that the plebs should then fill the vacancies in the

tribuneship from this list, with the understanding
that, if the men desired to be senators later, they

might do so, or otherwise they should return again

to the equestrian order.

When the province of Asia was in dire need oi

assistance on account of earthquakes, he paid into

* At the Feriae Latinae. - i.e. the '* hairy " star.

' (^f. xlviii. 43, 4. * Pratftdus.
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the public treasury from liis privat(i funds the e.c. 12

amount of its annual tribute and assigned to it for

two years a governor chosen by lot and not

appointed.

On one occasion^ when Apuleius and Maecenas
were subjected to abuse in court when a case of

adultery was being tried, not because they had
behaved wantonly themselveSj but because they

were actively aiding the man on trial, Augustus
entered the court-room and sat in the praetor's

chair ; he took no harsh measures, but simply forbade

the accuser to insult either his relatives or his friends,

aiid then rose and left the room. For this action

and others the senators honoured him with statues,

})aid for by private subscription, and also by giving

l)achelors and spinsters the right to behold spectacles

and to attend banquets along with other people on
his birthday ; for neither of these things had been
permitted previously.

When now Agrippa, whom he loved because of his

excellence and not because of any kinship, was
dead, Augustus felt the need of an assistant in the

public business, one would far surpass all the

others in both rank and influence, so that he might
transact all business promptly and without being
the object of envy and intrigue. Therefore he
reluctantlv chose Tiberius ; for his own «rrandsons

were still boys at this time. He first made him, as

he had made Agrippa, divorce his >vife, though she

was the daughter of Agrippa by a former n^arriage

and was bringing up one child and was about to

give birth to another ; and having betrothed Julia to

him, he sent him out against the Pannonians. This
people had for a time been quiet through fear of
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Agrippa^ hnt now after liis death they had revolted, b.c. 12

Tiberius subdued them after ravaging mueh of their

country and doing much injury to tlie inhabitants,

making as much use as possible of his allies the

Scordisci, vrere neighbours of the Pannonians

and were similarly equipped. He took away the

enemy's anns and sold most of the men of military

age into slavery, to be deported from the country.

For these achievements the senate voted him a

triumph, but Augustus did not permit him to cele-

brate it, though he granted him the triumphal

honours instead.

Drusus had this same experience. The Sugambri
and their allies had resorted to war, owing to the

absence of Augustus and the fact that the Gauls
were restive under their slavery, and Drusus there-

fore seized the subject territory ahead of them,
sending for the foremost men in it on the pretext of

the festival which they celebrate even now around
the altar of Augustus at Lugdunum. He also

waited for the Oermans to cross the Rhine, and
then repulsed them. Next he crossed over to the

country of the Usipetes,i passing along the very

island of the Hatavians, and from there marched
along the river to the Sugambrian territory, where
he devastated much country. He sailed doAvn the
Rhine to the ocean, over the Frisians, and
crossing the lake,- invaded the country of the

Chauci, where lie ran into danger, as his ships vere

^ The Usipetes or Usipii dwelt at this time just east of

the Rhine and north of the Lupia (Lippe).
' Some have taken this to be the Zuj'derZee (Lacus Flevo),

others the baj' at the mouth of the Ems, east of which the

Chauci lived. Presumably he would already* have sailed

through the Zuyder Zee to reach the Frisians.
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left high and dry by the ebb of the ocean. He was b.c. 12

saved on this occasion by the Parisians, who had

joined his expedition with their infantry, and with-

drew, since it was now winter. Upon arriving in b.c ii

Rome he was appointed praetor urbanus, in the

consulship of Quintius Aeliiis and Paulus Fabius,

although he already had the rank of praetor. At
the beginning of spring he set out again for the war,

crossed the Rhine, and subjugated the Usipetes.

He bridged the Lupia,^ invaded the country of the

Sugambri, and advanced through it into the country

of the Cherusci, as far as the Visurgis.^ He was
able to do this because the Sugambri, in anger at

the Chatti, the only tribe among their neighbours

that had refused to join their alliance, had made a

campaign against them with all their population
;

and seizing this opportunity, he traversed their

country unnoticed. He would have crossed the

Visurgis also, had he not run short of provisions,

and had not the winter set in and, besides, a swarm
of bees been seen in his camp. Consequently he

proceeded no farther, but retired to friendly terri-

tory, encountering great dangers on the way. For

the enemy harassed him everywhere by ambuscades,

and once they shut him up in a narroAv ])ass and all

but destroyed his army ; indeed, they would have

annihilated them, had they not conceived a con-

tempt for them, as if they were already captured

and needed only the finishing stroke, and so come

^ The Lippe. - The Weser.
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to close quarters with them in disorder. This led b.c ii

to their being worsted, after which they were no
longer so bold, but kept up a petty annoyance of

his troops from a distance, while refusing to come
nearer. Drusus accordingly conceived a scorn of

them in his turn and fortified a stronghold against

them at the point where the Lupia and the Eliso ^

unite, and also another among the Chatti on the
bank of the Rhine. For these successes he received

the triumplial honours, the right to ride into the

city on horseback,'- and to exercise the povers of a

proconsul Avhen he should finish his term as praetor.

Indeed, the title of imperator was given him by the
soldiers by acclamation as it had been given to

Tiberius earlier ; but it was not granted to him by
Augustus, although the number of times the em-
peror himself gained this appellation was increased

as the result of the exploits of these two men.
While Drusus was thus occupied, the festival

belonging to his praetorship was celebrated in the

most costly manner ; and the birthday of Augustus
was honoured by the slaughter of Avild beasts both
in the Circus and in many other parts of the city.

This was done almost every year by one of the praetors

then in office, even if not authorised by a decree ;

but the Augustalia, which are still observed, Avere

then for the first time celebrated in pursuance of

a decree.

Tiberius subdued the Dalmatians, who began a

rebellion, and later the Pannonians, who likewise

revolted, taking advantage of the absence of himself

and the larger part of his army. He made war
' The Alme, uniting MJth the Lippe at Paderboru. The

usual classical form of the name is Aliso.
^ That is, to celebrate an ovatio.
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upon both of them at once, shifting now to one b.c. ii

front and now to the other. As a result of his

success he gained the same prizes as Drusus. After

this Dalmatia was ^iven over into the keeping of

Augustus, because of the feeling that it would always

require armed forces both on its own account and
because of the neighbouring Pannonians.

These men, then, were thus engaged. At this

same period Vologaesus, a Bessian from Thrace and
a priest of the Dionysus worshipped by that people,

gained a following by practising many divinations,

and with these adherents revolted. He conquered
and killed Rhascyporis, the son of Cotys, and after-

wards, thanks to his reputation for supernatural

power, he stripped Uhoemetalces, the victim's uncle,

of his forces without a battle and compelled him to

take flight. In pursuit of him he invaded the Cher-

sonese, where he wrought great havoc. Because of

these deeds of his and because of the injuries the

Sialetae were causing to Macedonia, Lucius Piso was
ordered to proceed against them from Pam}:)hylia,

where he was governor. The Bessi, now, when they

heard that he was drawing near, retired homeward
ahead of him. So he came into their country, and
though defeated at first, vanquished them in turn

and ravaged both their land and that of the neigh-

bouring tribes which had taken part in the uprising.

At this time he reduced all of them to submission,

winning over some with their consent, terrifying

others into reluctant surrender, and coming to terms
with others as the result of battles ; and later, vhen
some of them rebelled, he again enslaved them.
For these successes thanksgivings and triumphal

honours were granted him.
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While these events were oeeurring, Augustus b.* . i

took a eensus, making a list of all his own property

like any private eitizen ; and he also made a roster

of the senate. As he saw that sometimes there were
not many present at the meetings of that body, he
ordered that its decrees should ])e passed even when
less than four hundred were present ; for hitherto

no decree could have validity if passed by a smaller

number. When the senate and the people once

more contributed money for statues of Augustus^ he
would set up no statue of himself, but instead set

up statues of Salus Publica^ Concordia, and Pax.

The citizens, it seems, were nearly always and on
every pretext collecting money for this same object,

and at last they ceased paying it privately, as one
inight call it, but would come to him on the very

first day of the year and give, some more, some less,

into his own hands ; and he, after adding as much
or more again, would return it, not only to the

senators but to all the rest. I have also heard the

story that on one day of the year, following some
oracle or dream, he vould assume the guise of a

beggar and would accept money from those who
came u}) to him.

This is the tradition, whether credible to any one
or not. That year he gave Julia in marriage to

Tiberius, and when his sister died, he caused her
body to lie in state in the shrine of Julius ; and on
this occasion also he had a curtain over the corpse.^

He himself delivered the funeral oration there, and
Drusus delivered one from the rostra ; for the

mourning was ))ublicly observed and the senators

had changed their dress. Her body was carried in

Cf. chap. 28, H.
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the procession by her sons-in-law ; but not all the k.c

honours voted for her were accepted by Augustus.

At this same })eriod the priest of Jupiter was
appointed for the first time since Merula,^ and the

(|uaestors were ordered to preserve the decrees

passed at various times, inasmuch as the tribunes

and aediles, who had previously been entrusted with

this duty _, were performing it through their assistants,

and in consequence some mistakes and confusion

occurred.

It was voted that the temple of Janus Geminus,
which had been opened, should be closed, on the

ground that the wars had ceased. It was not closed,

hovever, for the Dacians, crossing the Ister on the

ice, carried oft" booty from Pannonia, and the Dal-

matians rebelled against the exactions of tribute.

Against these people Tiberius was sent from Gaul,

whither he had gone in company vith Augustus ;

and he reduced them again to submission. The
Germans, particularly the Chatti, were either

harassed or subjugated by Drusus. The Chatti, it

seems, had gone to join the Sugambri, having
abandoned their own country, Avhich the Romans
had given them to dwell in. Afterwards Tiberius

and Drusus returned to Rome with Augustus, who
had been tarrying in Lugdunensis much of the time,

keeping watch on the Germans from near at hand ;

and they carried out whatever decrees had been
passed in honour of their victories or did vhatever
else devolved upon them.

^ See vol. ii. 477, and note.

» TTJS Rk., T7JS T6 VM.
^ AovySovfibi R. Staph., KovySuvioi VM.
' oi/TosRcim., ovTws VM.
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The following is contained in the Fifty-fifth of Dio's

Rome, :

—

How Drusus died (chaps. 1, 2).

How the Precinct of Livia was dedicated (chap. 8).

How the Campus Agrippae was dedicated (chap. 8).

How the T)iril)itorium was dedicated (chap, 8).

How Tiberius retired to Rhodes (chap. 9).

How tlie Forum of Augustus was dedicated (lacking).

How the Temple of Mars therein was dedicated (chap. 10).

How Lucius Caesar and Gains Caesar died (chap, 10 a).

How Augustus adopted Tiberius (chap. 13).

How Livia urged Augustus to rule more mercifully (chaps.

14-21).

About the legions and how men were appointed to manage
the military funds (chaps. 23-25).

How the night-watchmen were appointed (chap. 2(i).

How Tiberius fought against the Dalmatians and Pannonians
(chaps. 29-34).

Duration of time, seventeen years, in which there were
the magistrates (consuls) here enumerated :

—
B.(;.

9 Nero Claudius Ti. F. Drusus, T. Quinctius T. F.

Crispinus.

8 C. Marcius L. F. Censorinus, C. Asinius C. F. Gallus.

7 Ti. Claudius Ti. F. Nero (II), Cn. Calpurnius Cn. F.

Piso.

6 Decimus Laelius Decimi F. Balbus, C. Antistius C. F.
Vetus.

Borgheei, Sfurtpov .
vw. supplied by Bs
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H.C,

A.l).

5 AuguHtUK (XII), L. Coinelius P. F. .Sulla.

4 C. Calvisius C. V. Sabinus (II), L. Passienus . . . F. Kiitus.

3 L. CorneliuH L. F. Lentulus, M.Valerius M. F. Messalla

MeBsallinus.

2 Augustus (XIII), M. Plautius M. F. Silvanus.

I Cossus Cornelius Cn. F. Lentulus, L. Calpuiniuis Cn. F.

Piso.

1 C. Caesar Augnsti F., L. Aemilius L. F. Paulu.s.

2 P. Vinicius M. F., P. Alfenus P. F. Varus.

3 L. Aelius L. F. Lamia, M. Servilius M. .
4 Sextus Aelius Q. F. Catus, C Sentius C. F. Saturninus.

5 L. Valerius Potiti F. Messalla Volesus, Cn. Cornelius L.

F. Cinna Magnus.

6 M. Aemilius L. F. Lepidus, L. Arruntius L. F.

7 A. Licinius A. F. Nerv^a Silianus, Q. Caecilius Q. F.

Metellus Creticus.

8 M. Furius M.^ F. Camillus, Sex. Nonius C. F. Quin•

tilianus.

The events related happened in the consulship of b.c.

lullus Antonius and Fabius Maximus. In the follow-

ing year Drusus became consul with Titus Crispinus,

' Or P., if we follow the form given in the Fasti Gapitolini.

^' . . supplied by Bs. ^^ Nepovas R. Steph., ovepvas M.
^^ ^iKiavos Bs., aiAavos M. ^o .\5 Xyl., '\$ .
2^ . . supplied by Bs. -^ . supplied b}• Bs.
'^•^! Xyl.,5 .
^ Instead of M. vl. Bs. would read . vl. See Fasti Capitol.
'5 Ncii/ios H. Steph.,$ .
-^ . . Leuncl., y. . . "'^ Bs. , .
^ The words . . . iyiv^ro appear at the end of liv. in

VM ; Bk. placed here. V breaks off at this point ; cf. pref.

to vol. i. p. XXV.
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,ind uiiiens occurred that were anythin<^ but favour- ..
able to him. Many buildings were destroyed by
storm and by thunderbolts, amon<^ them many
temples ; even that of .Jupiter Capitolinus and the

gods worshipped Avith him was injured. Drusus,

however, paid no heed to any of these things, but

invaded the country of the Chatti and advanced as

far as that of the Suebi, conquering Avith difficulty

the territory traversed and defeating the forces that

attacked him only after considerable bloodshed.

From tiiere he proceeded to the country of the

Cherusci, and crossing the Visurgis, advanced as far

as the Albis,^ pillaging everything on his way. The
Albis rises in the Vandalic Mountains,- and empties,

a mighty river, into the northern ocean. Dnisus
undertook to cross this river, but failing in the

attempt, set up trophies and withdrew. For a

woman of superhuman size met him and said

:

" Whither, pray, art thou hastening, insatiable

Drusus ? It is not fated that thou shalt look upon
all these lands. But dej)art ; for the end alike of

thy labours and of thy life is already at hand." It

is indeed marvellous that such a voice should have
come to any man from the Deity, yet I cannot
discredit the tale ; for Drusus immediately departed,

and as he was returning in haste, died on the way of

some disease before reaching the Rhine. And I find

confirmation of the story in these incidents : wolves
were prowling about the camp and howling just

before his death ; two youths were seen riding

through the midst of the camp ; a sound as of

women lamenting was heard ; and there were
shooting stars in the sky. So much for these events.

^ The Elbe. '•' The Riesengebirge.
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Augustus, upon learning• of Drusus' iliiiess before b.c i»

it was far advanced (for he was not far off), liad sent

Tiberius to him in haste. Tiberius found him still

breathing, and on his death carried tlie body to

Rome, causing the centurions and military tribunes

to carry it over the first stage «of the journey,—as

far as the winter quarters of the army,—and after

that the foremost men of each city. When tlie body
had been laid in state in the Forum, two funeral ora-

tions were delivered : Tiberius j^ronounced a eulogy

there in the Forum, and Augustus pronounced one
in the Circus Flaminius. The emperor, of course,

had been away on a campaign, and it was not law-

ful for him to omit the customary rites in honour
of his exploits at the time of his entrance inside

the pomerium.^ The body was borne to the Campus
Martius by the knights, both those belonged
strictly to the equtstrian order and those who were
of senatorial family \'^ then it was given to the flames

and the ashes were deposited in the sepulchre ot

Augustus. Drusus, together vith his sons, received

the title of Germanicus, and he was given the further

honours of statues, an arch, and a cenotaph on the
bank of the Rhine itself.

Tiberius, while Drusus was yet alive, had over-

come the Dalmatians and Pannonians, Avho had once
more begun a rebellion, and he had celebrated the
equestrian trium})h,^ and had feasted the people,

some on the Capitol and the rest in many other
places. At the same time Li via, also, with Julia,

had given a dinner to the women. And the same
^ He could not return the customary thanks to the gods

at this time because he vas in mourning ; hence he remained
outside the pomerium until his period of mourning should be
at an end. ^ q^ \\^. o, 5. ^ The ovatio.
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festivities were being prepared for Drusus ; even
the Feriae were to be lield a second time on his

account, so that he miglit celebrate his triunij)h on
that occasion. But his untimely death upset these

plans. To Livia statues were voted by way of

consoling her and she was enrolled among the

mothers of three children. For in certain cases,

formerly by act of the senate, but now by the

emperor's, the law bestows the privileges which
belong to the parents of three children ^ upoji men
or women to whom Heaven has not granted that

number of children. In this way they are not

subject to the penalties imposed for childlessness and
may receive all but a few of the rewards offered

for large families ; and not only men but gods also

may enjoy these rewards, the object being that,

if any one leaves them a bequest at his death, they

may receive it.•^'

So much for this matter. As to Augustus, he

ordered that the sittings of the senate should be

held on fixed days. Previously, it appears, there had
been no precise regulation concerning them and it

often hap})ened that members failed to attend ; he
accordingly appointed two regular meetings for each
month, so that they were under compulsion to at-

tend,—at least those of them whom the law
summoned,—and in order that they might have no
other excuse for being absent, he connnanded that

no court or other meeting Avhich recjuired their

attendance should be held at that time. He also

fixed by law the nmnber of senators necessary for

1 See liii. 13, 2 and note.
^ Certain gods and goddesses (see Ulpian xxii. 6) might

legally be named as heirt;, but it appears thai they had to

fulfil the same conditions as the other heirs.

385

VOL. VI. c c



DIGS ROMAN HISTORY

ava'^Kolov ' eiSo^, ye tv,^, -
Bl* evXoyov €-

3 . 6-
yiyvea6aL, €

el , ael'^ eKeXevae. €-
€

avaypa-'
4 . ttj -

avayKr) '^ ^( yap, y^
oXiyov ),-

y yv vypo,,
yyvo, -

5 . yap

8' yap -. '

), ^ 7apayyao,,
hoy yv-, ^ yvv -

^ ye Rk.. re .



BOOK LV

passing decrees, according to the several kinds of b.c. i)

decrees,—to state only the chief points of the

matter ; and he increased the fines of those who
without good excuse stayed away from the sessions.

And since many such offences had regularly gone un-

punished owing to the large number of those who
were liable to punishment, he commanded that if

many were guilty, they should draw lots and one
out of every five, according as the lot should fall,

should incur the fine. He had the names of all the

senators entered on a tablet and posted ; and this

practice, originating with him, is still observed each

year. Such were the measures he took to compel
the attendance of the senators ; but if on any
occasion, as the result of some accident, fewer as-

sembled than the occasion demanded,—and it should

be explained that at every session, except when the

emperor himself was present, the number of those

in attendance was accurately counted, both at that

time and later, for })racti('ally every matter of

business,—the senators would proceed with their

deliberations and their decision would be recorded,

though it would not go into effect as if regularly

passed, but instead, their action was what was
termed audoritas, the purpose of which was to make
known their will. For such is the general force of

this word ; to translate it into Greek by a term that

will always be applicable is impossible. This same
custom prevailed in case they ever assembled in

haste at any but the usual place, or on any but the
appointed day, or without a legal summons, or if by
reason of the opposition of some of the tribunes a

decree could not be passed and yet they were un-

willing that their opinion should remain unknown
;

c c 2
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afterwards the resolution would be ratified according b.c. 9

to established precedent and would receive the name
of a decree.^ Tiiis method, strictly followed for a

long period by the men of old time, has in a way
already become null and void, as has also the special

privilege of the praetors. For they, becoming in-

dignant that they could bring no proposal before the

senate, though they outranked the tribunes, received

from Augustus the right to do so, but in the course

of time were deprived of it.

These and the other laws which Augustus enacted

at this time he had inscribed on tablets and posted

in the senate before bringing them up for con-

sideration, and he allowed the senators to enter the

chamber in groups of two and read them, so that

if any provision did not please them, or if they could

advise anything l)etter, they might speak. He was
very desirous indeed of being democratic, as one or

two incidents will illustrate. Once, Avhen one o£

those who had campaigned with him asked him for

his assistance as advocate, though he at first

pretended to be busy and bade one of his friends

speak in the man's behalf, yet when the petitioner

became angry and said, " But I, whenever you had
need of ni}' assistance, did not send some one else to

you in place of myself, but personally encountered

dangers everywhere in your behalf," the emperor
then entered the court-room and })leadcd his friend's

cause. He also stood by a friend was de-

fendant in a suit, after having first communicated his

purpose to the senate ; and he saved his friend, but

was so far from being angry with the friend's ac-

^ It now a eenutus consuKum, and no longer merely
senatus aucioritas.
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cuscr, tli()u<^li tliis man had inilul<^cd in the; utmost

frankness in liis speech, tliat later on, when the same
man appeared before liim, as censor, for a scrutiny

of his morals, the emperor acquitted iiim, saying

openly that the other's frankness was necessary

for the Romans on account of the baseness of the

majority of them. However, he punished others

who were reported to be conspiring against him.

He also caused quaestors to serve along the coast

near the city and in certain other parts of Italy
;

and this practice was followed for many years.

At the time in question he was unwilling, as I

have stated,^ to enter the city because of Drusus'

death ; but the next year, when Asinius Gallus and
(xaius Marcius Avere consuls, he made his formal

return and carried the laurel, contrary to custom,

into the temj)le of Jupiter Feretrius. He himself

did not celebrate any festival in honour of the
achievements mentioned, feeling that he had lost

far more in the death of Drusus than he had gained

in his victories ; but the consuls performed the cere-

monies usual on such occasions, among other things

exhibiting combats between some of the captives.

And later, when both they and the rest of the

officials were accused of having secured their election

by bribery, Augustus failed to investigate the matter,

and furthermore pretended not even to know of it

at all ; for he Avas unwilling either to punish any of

them or yet to pardon them if they were convicted.

In the case of candidates for office, however, he
demanded of them in advance of the elections a

deposit of money on the understanding that they
should forfeit this money in case they resorted to

^ in chap. "J.
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any illegal methods. This action of liis was approved
by all ; but it was otherwise with another of his

laws. As it was not permitted that a slave should

be tortured for evidence against his master, he
ordered that, as often as the necessity for such a

course should arise, the slave should be sold either

to the state or to him, in order that, being now no
longer the property of the defendant, he might be
examined. Some found fault Avith this, on the

ground that the change of masters would in effect

nullify the law ; but others declared it to be neces-

sary, because many \vere taking advantage of the

old arrangement and conspiring against both the

emperor himself and the magistrates.

After this, now that his second period of ten years

had expired, Augustus once more accepted the
su])reme power,—though with a show of reluctance,

—in spite of his oft-expressed desire to lay it down
;

and he made a campaign against the Germans. He
himself remained behind in Roman territory, while

Tiberius crossed the Rhine. Accordingly all the
barbarians except the Sugambri, through fear of

them, made overtures of peace ; but they gained
nothing either at this time,—for Augustus refused

to conclude a truce with them vithout the Sugambri,
—or, indeed, later. To be sure, the Sugambri also

sent envoys, but so far were they from accom-
plishing anything that all these envoys, were
both many and distinguished, perished into the

bargain. For Augustus arrested them and placed

them in various cities ; and they, being greatly dis-

tressed at this, took their own lives. The Sugambri
were thereupon quiet for a time, but later they
amply requited the Romans for their calamity.
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Besides doing this, Augustus granted money to b.c. 8

the soldiers, not as to victors, thougli lie himself

had taken the title of hnperator and had also con-

ferred it upon Tiberius, but because then for the

first time they had Gaius taking j)art with them in

their exercises. So he advanced Tiberius to the

position of commander in place of Drusus, and
besides distinguishing him with the title of imper-

ator, appointed him consul once more, and in

accordance with the ancient practice caused him
to post up a proclamation before entering upon the

office. He also accorded him the distinction of a

triumph ; for he did not wish to celebrate one him-
self, though he accepted the privilege of having his

birthday permanently commemorated by Circensian

games. He enlarged the pomerium and changed the

name of the month called Sextilis to August. The
people generally Avanted September to be so named,
because he had been born in that month ; but he
[)referred the other month in vhich he had first

been elected consul and had won many great

battles. 1

All these things filled him with pride ; but he was
grieved at the death of Maecenas. He had received

many benefits at his hands, for which reason he had
entrusted him, though but a knight, with the over-

sight of the city for a long period ; but he had found
him of especial service on occasions >vhen his

temper was more or less uncontrollable. For
Maecenas Avould always banish his anger and bring

him to a gentler frame of mind. Here is an in-

stance. Maecenas once came upon him as he was
holding court, and seeing that he was on the point

' Cf. Suet., Any. 31.
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of condemning many people to death, he attempted b.c.

to push his way through the bystanders and get
near him. When he was unable to do this, he
wrote on a tablet, " Pray rise at last, executioner !

"

Then he threw the tablet into the lap of Augustus,
as if it contained some indifferent matter, and the

emperor imposed no death sentences, but arose and
de})arted. Indeed, he not only was not dis})leased at

such liberties, but was actually glad of them, because
whenever he Avas led into unseemly outbursts of

passion by his natural disposition or by the stress of

liis afi'airs, these were corrected by the frank speech
of his friends. This also was a supreme proof of

Maecenas' excellence, that he not only made himself

liked by Augustus, in spite of resisting his impulsive-

ness, but also pleased everybody else, and though lie

had the greatest influence with the emperor, so that

he bestowed ofKces and honours upon many men,
yet he did not lose his poise, but was content to

remain in the equestrian order to the end of his life.

Not only for these reasons, then, did Augustus regret

his loss exceedingly, but also because Maecenas,
although vexed at the emperor's relations Avith his

wife, had left him as his heir and had empowered
him to disjwse of all his property, with very fev
reservations, in case he wished to make gifts to any
of his friends or otherwise. Such was the character

of Maecenas and such was his treatment of Augustus.

He was the first to construct a swimming-pool of

warm water in the city, and also the first to devise

a system of symbols to give speed in writing,^ and

^ This invention is usually asciibed to Tiro, Cicero's

freedman ; and Aquila is said to have made improvements
upon his system.
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he used Aquila, a freednian^ to train a considerable b.<. 8

number in the system.

Ti))erius on the first day of the year in vvliich he was f*•^•
'

consul with Gnaeus Piso convened the senate in the

Curia Octaviae, because it was outside the pomerium.
After assigning• to himself tiie duty of repairing the

temple of Concord, in order that he might inscribe

upon it his own name and that of Drusus, he cele-

brated his triumph, and in company with his mother
dedicated the precinct called the precinct of Livia.

He gave a banquet to the senate on the Capitol, and
she gave one on her own account to the women
somewhere or other. A little later, when tliere was
some disturbance in the province of Germany, he
took the field. The festival held in honour of the

return of Augustus was directed by Gaius, in place

of 'J'iberius, with the assistance of Piso. The Cam-
j)us Agrippae and the Diribitorium were made public

property by Augustus himself. The Diribitorium

was the largest building under a single roof ever

constructed;^ indeed, now that the whole covering

has been destroyed, the edifice is wide open to

the sky, since it could not be put together again.

Agrippa had left it still in process of construction,

and it was completed at this time. The })ortico in

the Campus, however, which was being built by
Polla, Agrip})a's sister, who also adorned the race-

courses, was not yet finished. Meanwhile the

funeral combats in honour of Agrip})a were given, all

except Augustus i)utting on black clothing and even
Agripj)a's sons doing the same. There were not

' The Diribitorium was used for the sorting {dirihere) of

the ballots used in voting. Phny {Kat. Hist. xvi. 201 and
xxxvi. 102) speaks of its remarkable roof ; this was destroyed
by fire in SO a.o. (cf. Dio, Ixvi. 24).
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only combats between single champions but also b.c. 7

between grou|)s of equal numbers on either side
;

and they were held in the Saepta both as an honour
to A<;rippa and because many of the structures

around the Forum had been burned. The blame
for the fire was laid upon the debtor class, who
were suspected of having contrived it on purpose,

in order that they might have some of their debts

remitted when they ap})eared to have lost heavily.

They, for their part, however, gained nothing from
the fire ; but the streets were put in charge of

supervisors, chosen from the people, whom \e call

street commissioners.^ These men were allowed

to use the official dress and two lictors, but only in

the regions under their administration and on certain

days, and they were given control over the force of

slaves which had previously been associated with

the aediles to save buildings that caught fire. The
aediles, however, together with the tribunes and
praetors, were still assigned by lot to have charge
of the whole city, which was divided into fourteen

wards. This is also the present arrangement.
These were all events of that year, for nothing

worthy of mention happened in Germany. The next b.c. g

year, in which Gains Antistius and Laelius Balbus

were consuls, Augustus was vexed when he saw that

(laius and Lucius were by no means inclined of

their own choice to emulate his own conduct, as

became young men who were being reared as mem-
bers of the imperial house. They not only indulged
in too great luxury in their lives, but vere also

inclined to insolence ; for example, Lucius on one
occasion entered the theatre unattended. They

^ Curatores viarum.
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were being flattered by everybody in the city, some- b.c.

times sincerely and sometimes to curry favour, and
consequently were being• spoiled more and more.

Among other things of this sort, the people had
elected Gains consul before he was as yet of military

age. All this, as I have said, vexed Augustus, and
he even prayed that no compelling circumstances

might arise, as had once oecurred in his own case,

such as to recpiire that a man less than twenty
years old should become consul. When even so the

])eople insisted, he then said that one ought not to

receive the office until one was able not only to

avoid error oneself but also to resist the ardent im•

pulses of the })oj)ulace. After that he gave Gains a

priesthood and also the right to attend the meetings
of the senate and to behold spectacles and be
present at banquets with that body. And wishing
in some way to bring Gaius and Lucius to their senses

still more sharply, he bestowed upon Tiberius the

tribunician power for five years, and assigned to him
Armenia, which was becoming estranged since the

death of 'J'igranes. The result was that he need-
lessly offended not only his grandsons but Tiberius as

well ; for the former felt they had been slighted, and
Tiberius feared their anger. At any rate he was
sent to Rhodes on the pretext that he needed in-

cidentally a bit of instruction ; and he did not even
take his entire retinue, to say nothing of friends,

the object being that (iaius and Lucius should be
relieved both of the sight of him and of his doings.

He made the journey as a private citizen, though he

' riva sui)i)licd by scribe of L•'.

^ (>€€ Xi})li., aTTeVei/ue Zon.
'(( Kk.,( Xiph., Zoii.
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exercised his autliority by compelling the Parians to b.c. 6

sell him the statue of Vesta, in order that it might be

placed in the temple of Concord; and when he reached

Rhodes, he refrained from haughty conduct in both

word and deed. This is the truest explanation or

his journey abroad, though there is also a story that

he took this course on account of his wife Julia,

because he could no longer endure her ; at any rate,

she was left behind in Rome. Others said that he
was angry at not having been designated as Caesar,

and yet others that he was expelled by Augustus
himself, on the ground that he vas {)lotting against

Augustus' sons. But that his departure was not for

the sake of instruction nor because he was displeased

at the decrees passed, became plain from many of

his subsequent actions, and particularly by his open-
ing his will immediately at that time and reading

it to his mother and Augustus. But all possible

conjectures were made.
The following year Augustus in the course of his b.c.

tAvelfth consulship placed Gains among the youths
of military age, and at the same time introduced him
into the senate, declared him princeps iuventnfis, and
permitted him to become commander of a division of

cavalry.

And after the lapse of a year Lucius also obtained b.c. 2

all the honours that had been granted to his brother

Gains. On one occasion, when the people had
gathered together and were asking that certain

reforms be instituted and had sent the tribunes to

Augustus for this purpose, the emperor came and
consulted with them about their demands ; and at

this all were pleased.
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Augustus limited the number of i)eoj)le to l)e sup- b.c. 2

plied with grain, a number not [)re\ iously fixed, to

two hundred thousand ; and, as some say, he distri-

buted a largess of sixty denarii to each man.[ tlie Forum of Augustus was dedicated.]

[How the Temple of Mars tiierein was dedicated.]

... to Mars, and that he himself and his grand-

sons should go there as often as they wished, while

those Avho were passing from the class of boys and
were being enrolled among the youths of military

age should invariably do so ; that those who were
sent out to commands abroad should make that their

starting-point ; that the senate should take its votes

there in regard to the granting of trinmj)hs, and that

the victors after celebrating them should dedicate

to this Mars their sceptre and their crown ; that

such victors and all others who received triumphal

honours should have their statues in bronze erected

in the Forum ; tliat in case military standards cap-

tured by the enemy were ever recovered they should

be placed in the temple ; that a festival should be
celebrated beside the steps of the tem})le by the

cavalry commanders of each year ;
^ that a nail should

be driven into it by the censors at the close of their

terms ;
'^ and that even senators should have the

right of contracting to sn])[)ly the horses that were
to comj)ete in the Circensian games, and also to take

^ The seviri equitum.
- This custom is not elsewhere reconled in the case of the

censors. In early times a nail was driven each 3'ear into the
side of the cclla of the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, for

the purpose of keeping official count of the years. After the
practice had lapsed for a time, it Avas again revived on the
occasion of great disasters or dangers, as a propitiatory rite,

and a dictator was sometimes chosen for this sole purpose in

the absence of both consuls.
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general charge of the temple, just as had been pro- b.c. 2

vided by law in the case of the temples of Aj)ollo

and of Jupiter Capitolinus.

These matters settled, Augustus dedicated this

temple of Mars, although he had granted to Gains

and Lucius once for all the right to consecrate all

such buildings by virtue of a kind of consular

authority that they exercised in the time-honoured
manner. And they did, in fact, have the manage-
ment of the Circensian games on this occasion, while

their brother Agrippa took part along with the boys

of the first families in the equestrian exercise called

"Troy." Two hundred and sixty lions vere slaugh-

tered in the Circus. There was a gladiatorial combat
in the Saepta, and a naval battle between the
" Persians" and the ^^ Athenians" Avas given on the

spot where even to-day some relics of it are still

pointed out. These, it will be understood, were the

names given to the contestants ; and the ^"Athenians
"

prevailed as of old. Afterwards vater was let into

the Circus Flaminius and thirty-six crocodiles were
there slaughtered. Augustus, however, did not serve

as consul during all these days, but after holding office

for a short time, gave the title of the consulship to

another.

These Avere the celebrations in honour of Mars.

To Augustus himself a sacred contest ^ was voted in

Neapolis, the Campanian city, nominally because he
had restored it when it Avas prostrated by earthquake
and fire, but in reality because its inhabitants, alone

of the Campanians, tried in a manner to imitiite the

customs of the Greeks. He also was given the strict

right to the title of "Father" ; for hitherto he had

' Cf. 11. 1, 2.
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merely been addressed by that title without the

formality of a decree. Moreover, he now for the

first time appointed two prefects over the Praetorians,^

Quintus Ostorius Scapula and Publius Salvius Aper,
—for I, too, apply this name "prefect" solely to

them, of all who exercise a similar office, inasmuch as

it has won its way into general use. Pylades, the
dancer, gave a festival, though he did not perform
any of the work himself, since he was very old, but
merely wore the insignia of office and provided the

cost of the entertainment ; and the praetor Quintus
Crisj)inus also gave one. 1 mention this only because
it was on this occasion that knights and women of

distinction were brought upon the stage. Of this,

hovever, Augustus took no account ; but Avhen he
at length discovered that his daughter Julia was so

dissolute in her conduct as actually to take part in

revels and drinking bouts at night in the Forum and
on the very rostra, he became exceedingly angry.

He had surmised even before this time that she was
not leading a straight life, but refused to believe it.

For those who hold positions of command, it appears,

are acquainted with everything else better than with
their own affairs ; and although their own deeds do
not escape the knowledge of their associates, they
have no ])recise information regarding Avhat their as-

sociates do. In the present instance, when Augustus
learned what was going on, he gave Avay to a rage so

violent that he could not keep the matter to himself,

but went so far as to connnunicate it to the senate.

As a result Julia was banished to the island of Pan-
dateria,2 lying off' Campania, and her mother Scribonia

' Praefecti praeforio.
" The modern Ventotene, between the Ponza islands and

Ischia.
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voluntarily accompanied her. Of the men who had b.c. 2

enjoyed her favours, luUus Antonius, on the ground
that his conduct had been prompted by designs upon
the nionarcliy, Avas })ut to death along witli other

prominent })ersons, while tiie remainder were ban-

ished to islands. And since there Avas a tribune

among them, he was not tried until he had completed
his term of office. As a result of this affair many
other women, too, were accused of similar behaviour,

but the emperor would not entertain all the suits
;

instead, he set a definite date as a limit and forbade

all prying into what had occurred previous to that

time. For although in the case of his daughter he
would show no mercy, remarking that he would
rather have been Phoebe's father than hers, he
nevertheless was disposed to spare the rest. This
Phoebe had been a freedwoman of Julia's and her

accomplice, and had voluntarilv taken her own life

before she could be punished. It was for this that

Augustus praised her.

Gaius assumed command of the legions on the b.c 1

Ister vith peaceful intent. Indeed, he fought no
war, not because no war broke out, but because he
was learning to rule in quiet and safety, Avhile the

dangerous undertakings were regularly assigned to

others.

When the Armenians revolted and the Parthians

joined with them, Augustus was distressed and at a

loss what to do. For he himself was not fit for

campaigning by reason of age, while Tiberius, as has

been stated, had already withdrawn, and he did not

^ i!{ Exc. Val., 0111. Xiph.
^ )6> Xiph., cod. Pcir.
^ TTaT-i]p^ Xlj)il.,\\/ ooil, Peir.
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dare send any other influential man ; as for Gaius u.c. i

and Lucius, tliey were youn^• and inexperienced in

affairs. Nevertheless, under the stress of necessity,

he chose Gaius, «^ave him the proconsular authority

and a wife,— in order that he might also have the

increased dignity that attached to a married man,^

—

and apj)ointed advisers to him, Gaius accordingly

set out and was everywhere received with marks of

distinction, as befitted one who was the emperor's

grandson and was even looked upon as his son.

Even Tiberius Avent to Chios and paid court to him,

thus endeavouring to clear himself of suspicion

;

indeed, he humiliated himself and grovelled at the

feet, not only of Gaius, but also of all the associates

of Gaius. And Gaius, after going to Syria and
meeting with no great success, was Avounded.

When the barbarians heard of Gaius' expedition,

Piirataces sent men to Augustus to explain what had
occurred and to demand the return of his brothers

on condition of his acce})ting peace. The emperor a.d.

sent him a letter in reply, addressed simply to
" Phrataces," without the appellation of "king,"
in which he directed him to lay aside the royal

name and to withdraAv from Armenia. Thereupon
the Parthian, so far from being cowed, wrote back
in a generally haughty tone, styling himself " King
of Kings " and addressing Augustus simply as

" Caesar." Tigranes did not at once send any en-

voys, but when Artabazus somewhat later fell ill

and died, he sent gifts to Augustus, in view of the

^ 8ee note on liii. 13, 2.

'' Xiph., oni. Exc. Ur.s.
'' vvep<ppouws Kxc. Urs.,! Xiph.
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fact that his rival liad been removed, and though lie a.o. i

did not mention the name " king " in his letter, he

really did petition Augustus for the kingship. In-

fluenced by these considerations and at the same time

fearing the war with the Parthians, the emperor
accepted the gifts and bade him go with good hopes

to Gaius in Syria.

.... others who marched against them from

Egypt, and did not yield until a tribune from the

pretorian guard was sent against them. This man in

the course of time checked their incursions, with

the result that for a long period no senator governed
the cities in this region.

Coincident with these events there was an out-

break on the part of the Germans. Somewhat
earlier Domitius, while still governing the districts

along the Ister, had intercepted the Hermunduri, a

tribe which for some reason or other had left their

own land and were Avandering about in quest ot

another, and he had settled them in a part of the

Marcomannian territory ; then he had crossed the

Albis, meeting Avith no opposition, had made a

friendly alliance Avith the barbarians on the further

side, and had set up an altar to Augustus on the

bank of the river. Just now he had transferred his

headquarters to the Rhine, and in his desire to secure

the return of certain Cheruscan exiles through the

efforts of other persons had met with a reverse and
had caused the other barbarians likewise to conceive

a contempt for the Romans. This was the extent,

however, of his oj)erati()ns that year ; for in view of

the Parthian war which was impending no attention

was paid to the Germans at this time.
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Nevertheless, war did not break out with the

Parthians, either. For Phrataces, hearing that

Gaius was in Syria, acting as consul, and, further-

more, having suspicions regarding his own people,

who had even before this been inclined to be disloyal

to him, forestalled action on their part by coming to

terms with the Romans, on condition that he him-
self should renounce Armenia and that his brothers

should remain beyond the sea. The Armenians,
however, in spite of the fact that Tigranes had
[)erished in a war with barbarians and Erato had
resigned her sovereignty, nevertheless went to war
with the Romans because they Avere being handed
over to a Mede, Ariobarzanes, who had once come to

the Romans along with Tiridates. This was in the

following year, when Publius Vinicius and Publius

Varus were consuls. And though they accomplished

nothing worthy of note, a certain Addon, was
holding Artagira, induced Gaius to come up close to

the wall, pretending that he would reveal to him
some of the Parthian king's secrets, and then
wounded him, vhereupon he was besieged. He held

out for a long time ; but when he was at last captured,

not only Augustus but Gaius also assumed the title

of imperaior, and Armenia was given by Augustus
and the senate first to Ariobarzanes and then upon
his death a little later to his son Artabazus. (iaius

became ill from his wound, and since he was not
robust to begin \\'\t\\ and the condition of his health

had impaired his mind, this illness blunted his facul-

ties still more. At last he begged leave to retire to

private life, and it Avas his desire to remain some-
where in Syria. Augustus, accordingly, grieved at

heart, communicated his wish to the senate, and
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urged him to come at least to Italy and then do as (a.i.

he pleased. So Gaius resigned at once all the duties

of his office and took a trading vessel to Lycia,

where, at Lirayra, he passed away. But even before (a i.

Gaius' death the spark of life in Lucius had been
quenched at Massilia. He, too, was being trained

to rule by being despatched on missions to many
places, and it was his custom personally to read the

letters of Gaius in the senate, Avhenever he was
present. His death was due to a sudden illness.

In connexion with both deaths, therefore, suspicion

attached to Livia, and particularly because it was
just at this time that Tiberius returned to Rome
from Rhodes. Tiberius, it seems, was extremely
well versed in the art of divination by means of the

stars, and had with him i'hrasyllus, Avas a past-

master of all astrology, so that he had full and accur-

ate knowledge of what fate had in store both for

him and for (iaius and Lucius. And the story goes

that once in Rhodes he was about to })ush Thrasyllus

from the walls, because he was the only one who
shared all his own thoughts ; but he did not carry

out his intention when he observed that Thrasyllus

Avas gloomy,—not, indeed, because of his gloom, but

because, when asked why his countenance Avas over-

cast, the other replied that he had a premonition that

some peril was in store for him. This answer made
Tiberius marvel that he could foresee the mere
project of the plot, and so he conceived the desire

to keep Thrasyllus for his own purposes because of

the ho})cs he entertained.

Thrasyllus had so clear a knowledge of all matters

that wlien he descried, approaching afar off, the ship

which was bringing to Tiberius the message from his
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mother and Augustus to return to Rome^ he told \ .

him in advance wliat news it would brin/r.

The bodies of Lucius and Gaius were brought to (a..d.

Rome by the military tribunes and by the chief men
of each city. And the golden targes and sj)cars

which they had received from the knights on entering

the class of youths of military age were set up in

the senate-house.

When Augustus was once called '^ master" by the

people, he not only forbade that any one should use

this form of address to him, but also took very good

care to enforce his command. And now that his

third ten-year period \vas completed, he accepted

the leadership for the fourth time, though ostensibly v.n.

under compulsion. He had become milder through

age and more reluctant to incur the hatred of any of

the senators, and hence now wished to offend none

of them.

For lending sixty million sesterces for three years

without interest to such as needed it he was praised

and magnified by all.

Once, when a fire destroyed the palace and many
persons offered him large sums of money, he accepted

nothing but an aureus from entire communities and

a denarius from single individuals. I here use the

name aureus, according to the Roman practice, for

the coin worth one hundred sesterces. Some of the

Greeks, also, whose books we read with the object

of acquiring a j)ure Attic style, have given it this

name.

=' TtOTf VC, <6 L'. * T<{t6 Th CL', Th V.
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Amon^ the Greeks, Dio says, the aureus is ex- A.r.. 3

changed for twenty drachmas.^

When Augustus liad built liis Iiouse, he made it

all state |)roj)erty, either on account of the con-

tributions made by tlie {)eople or because he was
liigh priest and Avished to live in a])artments that

were at once private and public.

The peoj)le urged Augustus very strongly to

restore his daughter from exile, but he answered
that fire should sooner mix with Avater than she

should be restored. And the people threw many
firebrands into the Tiber ; and though at the time
they accomplished nothing, yet later on they brought
such pressure to bear that she was at least brought
from the island to the mainland.

Later, when a (German war broke out and Augustus a.d. 4

was worn out in body, by reason of old age and ill-

ness, and incapable of taking the field, he yielded,

partly to the force of circumstances and })artly to

the persuasions of Julia, who had now been restored

from banishment, and not only ado})ted Tiberius, but

also sent him out against the Germans, granting him
the tribunician power for ten years. Yet suspecting

that he also would lose his poise somehow or other,

and fearing that he would begin a rebellion, he made
him adopt his nephew (lermanicus, though Tiberius

had a son of his own. After this he took courage,

feeling that he had successors and supporters, and
he desired to reorganize the senate once more. So
he nominated the ten senators whom he most highly

^ That is, for the cciuivalenl of eighty, instead of hundred,
sesterces.

' 44€\1>€ supplied by Xyl.
'' iKf'iuov Xyl., ^( . cod. Coisl.
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lionoured and appointed three of them, selected by a.d. a

lot, to examine the qualifications of senators. There
were not many, however, who were affected, either

by declaring• themselves disqualified Avhen permission

Avas given them to do so, as had been done on the

previous occasion,^ or by having their names erased

against their will.

Now Augustus caused others to carry through this

business for him ; but he himself took a census, but
only of the inhabitants of Italy who possessed

property Avorth at least two hundred thousand ses-

terces, for he did not compel the poorer citizens or

those living outside of Italy to be listed, fearing lest,

if they were disturbed, they would become rebellious.

And in order that he might not aj)pear to be acting

herein in the capacity of censor, for the reason I

mentioned before,^ he assumed the proconsular

power for the })urpose of completing the census and
performing the })urification. Inasmuch, moreover,

as many of the young men of the senatorial class

and of the knights as well Avere poor through no
fault of their own, he made up to most of them the

required amount^ and in the case of some eighty

increased it to one million two hundred thousand
sesterces. Since also many were freeing their slaves

indiscriminately, he fixed the age which the manu-
mitter and also the slave to be freed by him must
have reached and likewise the legal principles which
should govern the relations of both citizens in

general and the former masters toward slaves who
were set free.

While he was thus occupied, various men formed
j)lots against him, notably Gnaeus Cornelius, a son

' Cf. lii. 42, 2, and liv. 26, 4. - Tf. liv. 1, 5-2, 1.
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of the daugliter of Ponipey the Great. Aut^ustus a.d. 4

was consequently in great perplexity for some time,

since he neither wished to put the plotters to death,

inasmuch as he saw that no greater safety would
accrue to him by their destruction, nor to let them
go, for fear this might induce others to conspire

against him. While he was in doubt what to do and
was fmding it im{)ossible either to be free from
apprehension by day or from restlessness by night,

Livia one day said to him :
'^ What means this,

husband } Why is it that you do not sleep ?
"

And Augustus nnswered : "What man, vife, could

even for a moment forget his cares, who always has

so many enemies and is so constantly the object of

plots on the part of one set of men or another? Do
you not see how many are attacking both me and
our sovereignty ? And not even the punishment of

those who are brought to justice serves to check
them ; nay, quite the opposite is the result—those

who are left are as eager to accomplish their own
destruction also as if they were striving for some
honourable thing."

Then Livia, hearing this, said :
" That you should

be the object of plotting is neither remarkable nor
contrary to human nature. For you do a great many
things, possessing so large an empire as you do,

and naturally cause grief to not a feV. A ruler can
not, of course, please everybody; nay, it is inevitable

that even a king whose rule is altogether upright

should make many men his enemies. For those who
wish to do wrong are far more numerous than those

who do right, and it is impossible to satisfy their

desires. Kven among such as possess a certain ex-

cellence, some covet many great rewards which they
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can not obtain, and some chafe because they are less .>. 4

honoured than others ; lience both these classes find

fault with the ruler. I'herefore it is impossible to

avoid meeting with mischief, either at the hands ot

these or, in addition, at the hands of those who
attack, not you personally, but the monarchy. For
if you were a private citizen, no one would willingly

have done you any harm, unless he had previously

received some injury ; but all men covet the office of

ruler and the good things that office affords, and
those who already })0ssess some power covet much
more than those who are lacking in this respect. It

is, indeed, the way of men who are wicked and have
very little sense to do so ; in fact, it is implanted in

their nature, just like any other instinct, and it is

impossible either by })ersuasion or by compulsion to

destroy such instincts in some of them; for there
is no law and no fear stronger than the instincts im-

planted by nature. Reflect on this, therefore, and
do not be vexed at the shortcomings of the other

sort of men, but as for your own person and your
sovereignty, keep close guard of them, that we may
hold the throne securely, not by the strictness of the

punishments you inflict U})on individuals, but bv the

strictness with which you guard it."

To this Augustus replied :
" But, wife, I, too, am

aware that no high position is ever free from envy
and treachery, and least of all a monarchy. Indeed.

we should be equals of the gods if we had not

troubles and cares and fears beyond all men in

private station. But })recisely this is what causes my
grief,—that this is inevitably so and that no remedy
for it can be found."

"Yet," said Trivia, '^since some men are so con-
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stituted as to want to do wroii^ in any event, let us a.d. 4

guard against them. We have many soldiers who
protect us, some arrayed against foreign foes and
others about your person, and also a large retinue, so

that by their help we may live in security both at

home and abroad."
" I do not need to state," Augustus answered and

said, " that many men on many occasions have
perished at the hands of their immediate associates.

For monarchies have this most serious disadvantage

in addition to all the rest, that we have not only our

enemies to fear, as have other men, but also our

friends. And a far greater number of rulers have
been ])lotted against by such persons than by those

have no connexion with them at all, inasmuch
as his friends are with the ruler both day and night,

when he takes his exercise, when he slee{)S, and
when he takes the food and drink vhich they have
prepared. For the ruler labours under this special

disadvantage as regards his friends, that, although he
can protect himself from his enemies by arraying

his friends against them, there is no corresponding

ally on whom he may rely to protect him from these

very friends. Consequently we rulers find it to be
true at all times, that whereas solitude is dreadful,

company also is dreadful, that whereas unprotected-

ness is terrifying, the very men Avho protect us are

most terrifving, and that whereas our enemies are

dirticult to deal with, our friends are still more
difficult. ' Friends,' 1 say, for friends they must all

be called, even if they are not friends. And even if

one should find loyal friends, still one could by no
means so C()m])lctely trust them as to associate with

them with a sincere, untroubled, and unsuspecting
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heart. Tliis situation, tl)en_, and the necessity of

taking measures to protect ourselves against the

other grou}) of plotters, combine to make our position

utterly dreadful. For to be always under the neces-

sity of taking vengeance and inflicting punishments
is a source of great sorrow, to good men at least."

"You are indeed right," answered Livia, "and I

have some advice to give you,—that is, if yon are

willing to receive it, and will not censure me because

I, though a woman, dare suggest to you something
which no one else, even of your most intimate

friends, would venture to suggest,—not because they
are not aware of it, but because they are not bold

enough to speak."

"Speak out," replied Augustus, "whatever it is."

" I will tell you," said Livia, " without hesitation,

because 1 have an equal share in your blessings and
your ills, and as long as you are safe I also have my
part in reigning, whereas if you come to any harm,
(which Heaven forbid !), I shall perish with you. If

it indeed be true that man's nature persuades some
persons to err under any and all conditions, and that

there is no way to curb man's nature vhen it has

once set out uj)on a course of action, and that even
what some men look upon as good conduct (to leave

out of consideration the vices of the many) is forth-

with an incentive to wrongdoing to very many men
(for example, boasting of high birth, pride of wealth,

loftiness of honours, arrogance of bravery, conceit ol"

power—all these bring many to grief) ; if it be true

that one can not make ignoble that which is noble,

or cowardly that which is brave, or prudent that

which is foolish (for that is impossible) ; if, on the
other iiand, one ought not to curtail the abundance
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of others or humble their ambitions, when they are

guilty of no offence (for that were unjust) ; if, finally,

the policy of defending oneself or even of trying to

forestall the attacks of others inevitably leads to

vexation and ill repute—if all this is true, come, let

us change our policy and spare some of the plotters.

For it seems to me that far more Avrongs are set

right by kindness than by liarshness. For those who
forgive are not only loved by the objects of their

clemency, who will therefore even strive to repay the

favour, but are also respected and revered by all the

rest, who will therefore not readily venture to harm
them ; those, on the other hand, who indulge in in-

exorable resentment are not only hated by those who
have something to fear, but are also disliked by all

the rest, and are in consequence even plotted against

by them in their desire to avoid meeting with

destruction first.

" Do you not observe that physicians very rarely

resort to surgery and cautery, desiring not to ag-

gravate their patients' maladies, but for the most
))art seek to soothe diseases by the application of

fomentations and the milder drugs ? Do not think

that, because these ailments are affections of the
body Avhile those we have to do vith are affections

of the soul, there is anv difference between them.
For also the minds of men, however incorporeal the

may be, are subject to a large number of ailments

which are comj)arable to those which visit their

bodies. Thus there is the withering of the mind
through fear and its swelling through passion ; in

some cases pain lops it off" and arrogance makes it

grow with conceit; the disparity, therefore, between
mind and body being very slight, they accordingly
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require cures of a similiir nature. Gentle words, for

example, cause all one's inHamed passion to subside,

just as harsh words in another case will stir to wrath
even the spirit which has been calmed ; and for-

giveness granted will melt even the utterly arrogant
man, just as punishment will incense even him who
is utterly mild. For acts of violence will always in

every instance, no matter how just they may be,

exasperate, while considerate treatment mollifies.

Hence it is that a man will more readily submit to

the most terrible hardships—and gladly, too,—if he
has been persuaded, than if compulsion has been
put upon him. And so true it is that, in follo\ving

both these courses, man is subject to a compelling
law of nature, that even among the irrational

animals, which have no intelligence, many of the

strongest and fiercest are tamed by petting and
subdued by allurements, while many even of the

most cowardly and weak are aroused to fury by acts

of cruelty which excite terror in them.
"' I do not mean by this that ^^'e nnist spare all

wrongdoers without distinction, but that we must
cut off the headstrong man, the meddlesome, the

malicious, the trouble-maker, and the man within

Avhom there is an incurable and persistent depravity,

just as we treat the members of the body that are

(piite beyond all healing. In the case of the rest, how-
ever, Avhose errors, committed wilfully or otherwise,

are due to youth or ignorance or misapprehension

or some other adventitious circumstance, we should

in some cases merely rebuke them with words, in

others bring them to their senses by threats, and in

still others apply some other form of moderate treat-

ment, just as in the case of slaves, commit now
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this and now that offence, all men impose greater a.d. 4

penalties upon some and lesser upon others. Hence,
so far as these j)o]itical offenders are concerned, you
may em|)loy moderation without danger, j)unishing

some by banishment, others by disfranchisement,

still others by a pecuniary fine, and another class

you may dis{)ose of by placing some in confinement
in the country and others in certain cities.

'' Experience has shown that men are brought to

their senses even by failing to obtain what they

hoped for and by being disa})[)ointed in the object

of their desires. Many men iiave been made better

by having assigned to them at the spectacles seats

which confer no honour, or by being apj)ointed to

posts to which disgrace attaches, and also by being
offended or frightened in advance ; and yet a man of

high birth and spirit would sooner die than suffer

such humiliation. J5y such means their plans for

vengeance would be made no easier, but rather more
difficult, of accomplishment, while Ave on our part

should be able to avoid any reproach and also to live

in securit}'. As things are now, people think that

we kill many through resentment, many through
lust for their monev, others tlirouu'h fear of their

bravery and others actually through jealousy of their

virtues. P'or no one finds it easy to believe that a

ruler who j)ossesses so great autliority and ])ower

can be the object of plotting on the part of an un-

armed person in ])rivate station, but some invent the

motives I have mentioned, and still others assert

that many false accusations come to our ears and
that Ave give heed to many idle rumours as if they
were true. Spies, they say, and eavesdroppers get

hold of such rumours, and then—actuated sometimes
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by enmity and sometimes b}' resentment, in some a.i.. a

cases because they liave received money from the

foes of their victims, in other cases because they
have received none from the victims themselves

—

concoct many falsehoods, reporting not only that

such and such persons have committed some out-

rage or are intending to commit it, but even that

when so-and-so made such and such a remark, so-

and-so heard it and was silent, a second person

laughed, and a third burst into tears.

" I could cite innumerable instances of such a

kind, which, no matter how true they may be, arc

surely not proper subjects for gentlemen to concern

themselves about or to be reported to you. Such
rumours, if ignored, would do you no harm, but if

listened to, would irritate you even against your
will ; and that is a thing by all means to be avoided,

especially in gne who rules over others. It is gener-

all}' believed, at any rate, that many men arc un-

justly put to death as the result of such a feeling,

some Avithout a trial and others by a prearranged
conviction in court ; for the people will not admit
that the testimony given or the statements made
under torture or any evidence of that nature is true

or suffices for the condenmation of the victims.

This is the sort of talk that does, in fact, go the

rounds, even though it is sometimes unjust, in the

case of practically all who are })ut to death by action

of the courts. And you, Augustus, ought not only

to avoid unjust action, but even the susjncion of it

;

for though it is sufficient for a person in private

station not to be guilty of wrongdoing, yet it behooves
a ruler to incur not even the suspicion of wrong-
doing, Y^ou are ruling over human beings, not wild
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Ueasts, and the onl\ way you can make them truly a.d. 4

well disposed toward you is by convincing them,

by every means and on every occasion consistently,

that you will wron<i^ no one, either purj)Osely or un-

wittingly. A man can be compelled to fear another,

but he ought to be persuaded to love him ; and lie

is persuaded not only by the good treatment he
himself receives, but also by the benefits he sees con-

ferred on others. The man, however, who siisj^ects

that a certain person has been put to death unjustly

both fears that he may some day meet a like fate

and is comj)elled to hate the one who is responsible

for the deed. And to be hated by one's subjects,

quite apart from its being deplorable in general, is

also exceedingly unprofitable. For most ])eople

feel that, although all other men must defend them-
selves against all who Avrong them in any \v:iy or else

become objects of contempt and so be oppressed,

yet rulers ought to prosecute only those who wrong
the state, tolerating those who are supposed to be
committing offences against them privately ; rulers,

they reason, can not themselves be harmed either

by contempt or by direct attack, inasmuch as there

are many instrumentalities which protect them from
both.

'' 1, therefore, when I hear such considerations

advanced and turn mv thoughts to them, am inclined

to go so far as to urge you to give up altogether the

inflicting of the death penalty in any case for reasons

of this kind. For the office of ruler has been estab-

lished for the preservation of the governed, to

prevent them from being injured either by one an-

other or by foreign peoples, and not for a moment
that thcA' may be harmed by the rulers themselves ;
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arid the greatest glory is gained, not by putting a.d. 4

many citizens to death, but by l)eing in a position to

save them all, if that be possil)le. We must educate

the citizens by means of laws and benefits and
admonitions, in order that they may be right-

minded, and furthermore, Ave must watch over them
and guard them, in order that, even if tliey wish to

do wrong, they may not be able to do so ; and if

there is any ailment among them, we must find some
wa}' to cure it and correct it, in order that the ailing

member may not be utterly destroyed. To endure
the offences of the multitude is a task demanding at

once great prudence and great power ; but if any
one is going to punish them all without distinction

as they deserve, before he knows it lie will have
destroyed the majority of mankind. Hence and for

these reasons I give you my opinion to the effect

that you should not infiict the death penalty upon
any man for such offences, but should rather bring

them to their senses in some other way, so that they
will not in future commit any crime. What wrong-
doing, indeed, could a man indulge in who is shut up
on an island, or in the country, or in some city, not

only deprived of a throng of servants and a supply

of money, but also under guard, in case this, too,

is necessary ? Of course, if the enemy were any-

where near here or if some part of our sea belonged
lo a foreign power, so that one or another of the

})risoners might escape to them and do us some
harm, or if, again, there were strong cities in Italy

with fortifications and armed forces, so that if a man
seized them, he might become a menace to us, that

would be a different story. But in fact all the
places here are unarmed and without walls that
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would ha of any value in war, and our enemies are

separated from them by an immense distance ; much
sea and much land, including mountains and rivers

hard to cross, lie between them and us. Why, then,

should one fear this man or that, defenceless men
in private station, here in the middle of your empire
and hemmed in by your armed forces? For my
part, I do not believe that any one could conceive

any such plot as 1 have mentioned, or that the

veriest madman could accomplish anything by it.

" Let us make the experiment, therefore, beginning
with these very men. Perhaps they may not only

be reformed themselves, but also make others better
;

for you see that Cornelius is both of good birth and
famous, and we ought, I presume, to take human
nature into account in reasoning out such matters

also. The sword, surely, can not accomplish every-

thing for you,—it would indeed be a great boon if it

could bring men to their senses and persuade them
or even compel them to love a ruler with genuine
affection,—but instead, while it will destroy the body
of one man, it will alienate the minds of the rest.

For people do not become more attached to any one
because of the vengeance they see meted out to

others, but they beome more hostile because of their

fears. So much for that side ; but as for those who
are treated in a forgiving spirit, they not only repent,

because they are ashamed to wrong their benefactors

again, but also re})ay them with many services,

hoping to receive still further kindnesses ; for when
a man has been spared by one who has been wronged,
he believes that his rescuer, if fairly treated, will go

* oi/T* fu Dind., (((( Rk.,^
Xiph.
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to any lengtl.s in liis I.enefactions. Heed me therefore, dearest, and change your course ; if you do IIyour other acts that have caused disp easme wHl bethought to have been dictated by neeessity.-^indeed
t >s nnpossible for a man to guide so great a dtvfrom democracy to monarchy atd make^the ohansewithout bloodshed,-b«t if you continue in yo r oUlpolicy, you will be thought to have done these nn

pleasant things deliberately "

releS'",ll'",'i^"'
these suggestions of Livia andleleased all the accused with some words ofadniomtion

;
and he even appointed Corneliu consul As a result of this course he so conciliatedboth him and the other persons so treated thatneither they nor anyone of ?he rest thereafter eite

do-""" ' •'^"'"f 'T '• "- -^Peeted«oing so. It was rather Livia herself, who wasohiefly responsible for saving the life of Cornelius

AiSuXs'"
'" '''"'''''' "•^"' "'""'"8• the d:i",l'"of

V f .*''«, *"'"> '" the consulship of Cornelius andValerius Messalla, violent earthquakes occui I'ed ad

eclipse of JJ^""" "^T; "'''^ "'«^ •'''° « P«^«=»^eclipse ot the sun, and famine set in. This sameyear Agrippa was enrolled among the youths ofm.htary age, but obtained none^ of ihe .meivdeges as his brothers. The senators witne sTdthe Ci censian games separately and the kniWits alsosei,arately from the remainder of the populace as isthe case to-day also. And since the nob e fluie
<
id not show themselves inclined to .ive lirdaughters to be priestesses of \-esta a law wa^passed that the daughters of freedme migh lil:

A,D.
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wise become priestesses. Many vied for the honour,

and so they drew lots in the senate in the presence

of their fathers, so far as these were knights ; how-
ever, no priestess was appointed from this class.

The soldiers were sorely displeased at the paltry

character of the rewards given them for the wars

which had been waged at this time and none of them
consented to bear arms for longer than the regular

period of his service. It was therefore voted that

twenty thousand sesterces should be given to members
of the pretorian guard when they had served sixteen

years, and twelve thousand to the other soldiers when
they had served twenty years. Twenty-three, or, as

others say, twenty-five, legions of citizen soldiers

were being supported at this time.^ At present only

nineteen of them still exist, as follows : the Second
(Augusta), with its winter quarters in Upper Britain

;

the three Thirds—the Gallica in Phoenicia, the

Cyrenaica in Arabia, and the Augusta in Xumidia
;

the Fourth (Scythica) in Syria ; the Fifth (Macedonica)
in Dacia ; the two Sixths, of vhich the one (Victrix)

is stationed in Lower Britain, the other (Ferrata) in

Judaea ; the Seventh (generally called Claudia ^) in

Upi)er Moesia ; the Eighth (Augusta) in Upper
Germany ; the two Tenths in upjier Pannonia
(Gemina) and in Judaea ; the Eleventh (Claudia) in

^ The confusion is due to the fact that after the defeat of

Varus there were but twenty-three legions left (out of

twenty-six) ; but Augustus later increased the number to

twenty-five.
2 Cf. Ix. 15, 4.

* oi R. Steph., €. Xiph.
^ 0 T6 Xiph. , 01 5f M.
^ JeVoTot kKartpoi Reim., SfKarepoi M, 84 Xiph.
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Lower Moesia (for two le/rions were thus named after

Claudius because they had not fought against him in

the rebellion of Camillus ^) ; the Twelfth (Fuhninata)

in Cappadocia ; the Thirteenth (Gemina) in Dacia

;

the Fourteenth (Gemina) in Upper Pannonia ; the

Fifteenth (Apollinaris) in Cappadocia ; the Twentieth

(called both Valeria and Victrix) in Upper Britain.

These latter,! believe, were the troops which Augustus

took over and retained, along with those called

the Twenty-second who are quartered in Cjermany,^

—and this in spite of the fact that they were by

no means called Valerians by all and do not use

that name any longer. These are the legions that

still remain out of those of Augustus ; of the rest,

some were disbanded altogether, and others vere

merged with various legions by Augustus himself

and by other emperors, in consequence of which such

legions have come to bear the name Gemina.

Now that I have once been led into giving an

account of the legions, I shall speak of the other

legions also which exist to-day and tell of their

enlistment by the emperors subsequent to Augustus,

my purpose being that, if any one desires to learn

about them, the statement of all the facts in a single

portion of my book may provide him easily with the

information. Nero organized the First Legion,

called the Italica, which has its winter quarters in

1 Cf. Ix. 15, 4.

'^ Dio is in error here ; the Twenty-second (Primigenia)
was organized by Claudius and therefore should be in the list

of later legions given in chap. 24.
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Lower Moesia ; Galba the First (Adiutrix), with

quarters in Lower Pannonia, and the Seventh
(Gemina), in Spain ; Vespasian the Second (Adiutrix),

in Lower Pannonia^ the Fourth (Flavia), in Upper
Moesia, and the Sixteenth (Fhivia), in Syria

;

Domitian the First (Minervia), in Lower Germany

;

Trajan the Second (Aegyptia) and the Thirtieth

(Germanica), both of which he also named after

himself; ^ Marcus Antoninus the Second, in Noricum,

and the Third, in Rhaetia, both of which are called

Italica ; and Severus the Parthicae—the First and
Third, quartered in Mesopotamia, and the Second,

ijuartered in Italy.

This is at present the number of the legions of

regularly enrolled troops, exclusive of the city cohorts

and the pretorian guard ; but at that time, in the

days of Augustus, those I have mentioned were
being maintained, Avhether the number is twenty-

three or twenty-five, and there were also allied forces

of infantry, cavalry, and sailors, whatever their

numbers may have been (for I can not state the

exact figures). Then there were the body-guards,

ten thousand in number and organized in ten
divisions, and the watchmen of the city, six thousand
in number and organized in four divisions ; and there

vere also picked foreign horsemen, who Avere given

the name of Batavians, after the island of Batavia in

the Rhine, inasmuch as the Batavians are excellent

horsemen. I can not, hoAvever, give their exact

number any more than I can that of the Evocatir-

These last-named Augustus began to make a practice

of employing from the time when he called again

^ The Second was called Traiana and the Thirtieth Ulpia.
3 That is, the " ^lecalled." Cf. xlv. 12, 3.
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into service against Antony the troops who had a.d.

served with his father, and he maintained them
afterwards ; tliey constitute even now a special corps,

and carry rods, like the centurions.

Now Augustus lacked funds for all these troops,

and therefore he introduced a proposal in the senate

that revenues in sufficient amount and continuing

from year to year should be set aside, in order that

the soldiers might receive without stint from the

taxes levied their maintenance and bonuses without
any outside source being put to annoyance. The
means for such a fund were accordingly sought.

Now when no one showed a willingness to become
aedile, some men from the ranks of the ex-quaestors

and ex-tribunes were comi)elled by lot to take the

office—a thing which happened on many other

occasions.^ After this, in the consulship of Aemilius a.d. g

Lepidus and Lucius Arruntius, when no revenues for

the military fund Avere being discovered that suited

anybody, but absolutely everybody was vexed because

such an attem{)t was even being made, Augustus in

the name of himself and of Tiberius placed money in

the treasury which he called the military treasury,^

and commanded that three of the ex-praetors, to be
chosen by lot, should administer it for three years,

employing two lictors apiece and such further as-

sistance as was fitting. This method was followed

with the successive incumbents of the office for

many years ; but at present they are chosen by the

emperor and they go about without lictors. Now
Augustus made a contribution himself toward the

fund and promised to do so annually, and he also

1 Cf. xlix. 16, 2; liii. "2, 2; liv. 11, 1.

- Atrarium militare.
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accepted voluntary contributions Ironi kings and \.u. <".

certain communities ; but he took nothing from
private citizens, althougli a considerable number
made offers of their own free will, as they at least

alleged. But as all this proved very slight in com-
parison with the amount being spent and there was
need of some permanent supply, lie ordered each one
of the senators to seek out sources of revenue, each

independently of the others, to write them in books,

and give them to him to consider. This was not be-

cause he had no plan of liis own, but as the most
certain means of persuading them to choose the plan

he preferred. At all events, when different men
had proposed different schemes, he approved none of

them, but establislied the tax of five per cent, on the

inheritances and bequests which should be left by
peo})le at their death to any except ver}- near

relatives or very poor persons, representing that he
had found this tax set down in Caesar's memoranda.
It Avas, in fact, a method which had been introduced

once before, but had been abolished later, and was
now revived. In this way, then, he increased the

revenues ; as for the ex})enditures, he em{)loyed three

ex-consuls, cliosen by lot, by whose help he reduced

some of tliem and altogether abolished others.

This was not the only source of trouble to the

Romans ; for there was also a severe famine. In

consequence of this, the gladiators, and the slaves

vho were for sale, were banished to a distance of

one hundred miles, Augustus and the other officials

dismissed the greater part of their retinues, a recess

of the courts was taken, and senators were permitted

to leave the city and to proceed wherever they
pleased. And in order that their absence might not
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prevent decrees from being passed^ a ruling was
made that all decisions reached by tliose in atten-

dance at any meeting should be valid. Moreover,

ex-consuls were appointed to have oversight over

the grain and bread suj)plies_, so that only a fixed

quantity should be sold to each person. Augustus,
to be sure, gave free of cost to those were
receiving doles of corn as much again in every case

as they were already getting ; but when even that

did not suffice for their needs, he forbade even the

holding of public banquets on his birthday.

When many parts of the city were at this time
destroyed by fire, he organized a comj^any of freed-

men, in seven divisions, to render assistance on such

occasions, and aj)pointed a knight in command over

them, expecting to disband them in a short time.

He did not do so, however ; for he found by experi-

ence that the aid they gave was most valuable and
necessary, and so retained them. These night-

watchmen exist to the present day, as a special

corps, one might say, recruited no longer from the
freedmen only, but from the other classes as well.

They have barracks in the city and draw pay from
the })ublic treasury.

Now the masses, distressed by the famine and the
tax and the losses sustained in the fire, were ill at

ease, and they not only openly discussed numerous
plans for a revolution, but also posted at night even
more numerous bulletins. Word was given out that

all this had been })lanned and managed by one
Publius^ Rufus, but suspicion was directed to others

;

^ The same man, evidently, who is called Plautius Rufus by
Suetonius (Aikj. 19) ; his whole name may have been Publius
Plautius Rufus.
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for as Rufus could neither have devised nor accom-
plished any of these things, it was believed that

others^ making use of his name, were planning a

revolution. Therefore an investigation of the affair

was voted for and rewards for information were an-

nounced. Information began to be offered, and this

also contributed to the commotion in the city. This

lasted until the scarcity of grain Avas at an end and
gladiatorial games in honour of Drusus vere given

by Germanicus Caesar and Tiberius Claudius Nero,

his sons. For this mark of honour to the memory of

Drusus comforted the peoi)le, and also the dedication

by Tiberius of the temple of Castor and Pollux, upon
which he inscribed not only his own name,— calling

himself Claudianus instead of Claudius, because of

his adoption into the family of Augustus,—but also

that of Drusus. Tiberius, it should be explained,

continued to carry on the wars, and at the same time

visited the city repeatedly whenever the opportunity

offered ; this was partly, to be sure, on account of

various business, but chiefly because he was afraid

that Augustus might take advantage of his absence
to show j^reference to somebody else.

These were the events in the city that year. In

Achaia the governor died in the middle of his term
and instructions were given to his quaestor and to

his assessor (whom, as 1 have stated,^ call envoy)
for the former to administer the province as far as

the Isthmus and the other the remainder. Herod

-

of Palestine, was accused by his ])rothers of

some wrongdoing or other, was banished beyond the

1 Cf. hii. 14, 6.

' Archelaus, sou of Herod the (Jieut, who used the name
Herod on his coinage.
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Alps and his portion of the domain was confiscated

to tlie state.

During tliis same period many wars also took

place. Pirates overran a good many districts, so

that Sardinia had no senator as governor for some
years, but was in charge of soldiers with knights as

commanders. Not a few cities rebelled, \vith the

result that for two years the same men held office in

the provinces whicii belonged to the })eo{)le and
were appointed ^ instead of being chosen by lot ; of

course the provinces vvhicli belonged to Caesar were,

in any case, assigned to the same men for a longer

period. Bi\t 1 shall not go into all these matters

minutely, for many thijigs not worthy of record

happened in individual instances and their recital in

detail would serve no useful purpose. I shall give

simply the events worthy of some mention and very

briefly at that, except in the case of those of greatest

importance.

The Isaurians began with marauding exj)cditions,

but were led on into all tlie horrors of war, until

they were utterly subdued. The Gaetulians, also,

were discontented with their king, Juba, and
scorning the thought that they, too, should be ruled

over by the Romans, rose against him. They ravaged

the neighbouring territory, sleV many even of the

Romans who made a campaign against them, and, in

fine, gained so great lieadway that Cornelius Cossus,

who subjugated them, received triumphal honours
and also a title from them.^ While these events

were occurring, expeditions against the Germans
also were being conducted by various leaders,

' By Augnstus, naturally.
- Oaetulicu?.
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especially Tiberius. He advanced first to the river

Visurgis and later as far as the Albis, but nothing

noteworthy was accomplished at this time^ although

not only Augustus but also Tiberius was called m-
perator because of the campaign^ and Gaius Sentius,

the governor of Germany, received triumphal honours,

inasmuch as tiie Germans, through tlieir fear of the

Romans, made a truce, not merely once, but twice.

The reason that peace was granted them a second

time, in spite of their having broken their truce so

soon, was that the Dalmatians and Pannonians were

in a state of great disturbance and required sharp

attention.

The Dalmatians, chafing under the levies of tri-

bute, had hitherto kept quiet, though unwillingly.

But when Tiberius made his second campaign against

the Germans, and V^ilerius Messallinus, the governor

of Dalmatia and Pannonia at the time, \vas sent out

with him, taking most of his army along, the Dal-

matians, too, vere ordered to send a contingent

;

and on coming together for this purpose and behold-

ing the strength of their warriors, they no longer

delayed, but, under the vehement urging of one

Bato, a Desidiatian, at first a few revolted and

defeated the Romans who came against them, and

then the rest also rebelled in consequence of this

success. Next the Breucians, a Pannonian tribe, put

another Bato at their head and marched against

Sirmium and the Romans in that town. They did
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not capture the place, however, for Caecina Severus,

the governor of the neighbouring province of Moesia,

marched rapidly against them, when he heard of

their uprising, and joining battle with them near the

river Dravus,^ vanipiished them ; but hoping in some
way to renew the struggle soon, since many of the

Romans also had fallen, they turned their attention

to summoning their allies and were getting together

as many as they could. Meanwhile the Dalmatian
Bato marched u[)on Salonae, where he was badly

wounded by a stone missile and so accomplished
nothing himself; but he sent out some others, who
wrought havoc along the whole sea-coast as far as

Apollonia, and at that point, in spite of having been
first defeated, won a battle in turn against the

Romans \vho engaged them. Now when Tiberius

learned of this, fearing that they might invade Italy, he
returned from Germany, sending Messallinus ahead
and folloving himself with most of his army. But
Bato learned of their approach, and although not yet

well, went to meet Messallinus; and though he proved
stronger than Messallinus in open conflict, he was
afterward defeated by an ambuscade. Thereupon he
went to Bato, the Breucian, and making common
cause with him in the war, occupied a mountain
named Alma. Here they were defeated by Rhoe-
metalces, the Thracian, who had been sent ahead
against them by Severus, but resisted Severus him-
self vigorously. Later, when Severus withdrew to

Moesia, because the Dacians and Sarmatians were

» The Drave.

Tii'i . . . 0(1(1e)', . . . .^ rolak,/ .
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ravaging it, and Tiberius and Messallinus were tarry-

ing in Siseia, the Dalmatians overran the territory of

their allies and caused many more to revolt. And
although Tiberius approached them, they would
engage in no pitched battle with him, but kept
moving from one place to another, causing great

devastation ; for, owing to their knowledge of the

country and the lightness of their equipment, they
could easily proceed wherever they pleased. And
when winter set in they did much greater damage,
for they even invaded Macedonia again. As for

these forces, now, Rhoemetalces and his brother

Rhascyporis checked them by a battle ; and as for

the others, they did not come to the defence of their

country when it was later ravaged (in the consulship

of Caecilius Metellus and Licinius Silanus), but took

refuge in the mountain fortresses, from which they
made raiding expeditions whenever the chance
offered.

When Augustus learned of these things, he began
to be sus])icious of Tiberius, who, as he thought,

might speedily have overcome the Dalmatians, but
vas delaying ])urposely, in order that he might be
under arms as long as possible, with the war as his

excuse. He therefore sent out Germanicus, although
he Avas only a quaestor, and gave him an army com-
posed not only of free-born citizens but also of freed-

men, including those whom he had freed from slavery

by taking them from their masters and mistresses on
payment of their value and the cost of their mainten-
ance for six months. This was not tlie only measure
he took to meet the need occasioned by the war,

but he also postponed the review of the knights,

which was wont to occur in the Forum. And he
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made a vow with reference to the Megalensian
jrames because some woman had cut some letters on
her arm and practised some sort of divinalion. He
knew well, to be sure, that she had not been pos-

sessed by any divine power, but had done this thing

deliberately; but inasmuch as the populace was
terribly wrought u}) over both the wars and the

famine (which had now set in once more), he, too,

affected to believe the common report and proceeded
to do anything that would make the crowd cheerful,

regarding such measures as necessary. And in view
of the dearth of grain he appointed two ex-consuls

commissioners of the grain supply, granting them
lictors. And as there was need of more money for

the wars and for the support of the night-watchmen,
he introduced the tax of two per cent, on the sale of

slaves, and he ordered that the money which Avas

regularly paid from the public treasury to the prae-

tors who gave gladiatorial combats should no longer

be expended.
The reason why he sent Germanicus and not

Agrippa to take the field was that the latter pos-

sessed an illiberal nature, and spent most of his time
in fishing, by virtue of which he used to call himself
Neptune. He used to give way to violent anger,
and spoke ill of Livia as a ste[)mother, while he often

reproached Augustus liimself for not giving him the

inheritance his father had \et\ him. When he could

not be made to moderate his conduct, he was banished
and his })roperty was given to the military treasury

;

he himself was put ashore on Planasia, the island

near Corsica.
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I'liese were the events in tlie city. Attcr Ger- \.>. :

manicus reached Pannonia and armies were assem-

bling• there from many sides, the two Batos waited

until Severus apj)roac'hcd from Moesia and then fell

u{)on him unexpectedly, while he was encamped near

the Volcaean marshes. They frightened the pickets

outside the ramparts and drove them back inside, but

when the men in the camp stood their ground, the

attackers Avere defeated. After this the Romans
were divided into detachments, in order that they

might overrun many parts of the country at once
;

most of these detachments did nothing worthy of

note, at least not at that time, but Genmanicus
conquered in battle and harassed the Mazaei, a

Dalmatian tribe.

These were the achievements of that year. In .. s

the consulship of Marcus B'urius and Sextus Nonius,

the Dalmatians and Pannonians desired to make
terms, because they were afflicted first by famine and
then by disease that followed it, since they were
usinji for food roots and stranjie herbs. Thev did

not, however, make any overtures, being hindered

by those who had no hope of being spared by the

Romans, but even in their distress still resisted.

And one, Scenobardus, who had pretended he Avas

going to change sides and with reference to this very

matter had sent to Manius Ennius, the commander
of the garrison in Siscia, as if he were ready to

desert, became afraid that he might suffer harm
beforehand ....
The Po, which, under the name Eridanus,^ they

call the king of the rivers that cleave the soil of Italy,

had its waters let into a very wide canal by the

' This is tlie usual name of the river in Greek.
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Emperor Augustus. A seventh part of tlic stream a.d. 8

of this river flows through the centre of the city,^

affording at its mouth a most attractive harbour,

which was formerly believed, according to Dio, to be

a thoroughly safe anchorage for a fleet of two hun-
dred and fifty ships.

When at last the famine had abated, he conducted
games in the Circus in the name of Germanicus,
Avho was son of Drusus, and in that of Germanicus'
brother.2 On this occasion an elej)hant overcame a

rhinoceros and a knight who had once been dis-

tinguislied for his wealtli fought in single combat.

Now when Augustus was growing weary by reason

of old age and the feebleness of his body, so that he
could not attend to the business of all those who
needed his care, though he continued personally,

with his assistants, to investigate judicial cases and to

pass judgment, seated on the tribunal in the palace,

he entrusted to three ex-consuls the embassies sent

to Rome by ])eo})les and kings ; these, sitting sepa-

rately, gave audience to such embassies and made
answer to them, except in matters in which the final

decision had of necessity to be rendered by the

senate and Augustus.

[It had been Augustus' j)ractice hitherto to attend
all the meetings of the senate, though he did not,]

however, declare his opinion among the first, but
among the last, his purpose being that all might be
})ermitted to form their views independently and no
one should abandon his own judgment, as though
lie were under any necessity of agreeing with the

emperor; and he would often sit with the niagis-

' Ravenna.
^ Claudius, who latei became iMuporor,
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trates as tliey tried cases. Also, whenever those who a.i>.

sat in judgment with him found themselves in dis-

agreement, the emperor's vote was counted as no
more tlian equal to that of any other judge. But at

the time to which I refer, Augustus allowed the

senate to try most cases without him, and he gave up
attending the popular assemblies. Instead, he had
the year before personally aj)pointed all who were to

hold office, because there were factional outbreaks,

and in this and the following years he merely posted

a bulletin recommending to the plebs and to the

people those whom he favoured. Yet he was so

vigorous when it came to directing campaigns
again.st the enemy that he proceeded to Ariminuni

in order that he might be near at hand to give all

necessary advice in regard to both the Dalmatians
and the Pannonians. On his departure vows were
'made, and on his return the sacrifices customary
when he came back from the enemy's country were
offered.

This was what was done in Rome. Meanwhile,
Bato, the Breucian, who liad betrayed Pinnes and had
received the right to rule over the Breucians as his

reward, was captured by the other Bato and put to

death. The Breucian, it seer»^s, had been somewhat
suspicious of his subject triln and had gone round
to each of the garrisons to demand hostages ; and
the other, learning of this, lay in wait for him some-
where or other, defeated him in battle, and shut him
up in a stronghold. Later, when the Breucian was
delivered over by those inside, he took him and
brought him before the army, and then, when he
had been condemned, put him to death on the spot.

After this many of the Pannonians rose in revolt,

48L
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and Silvaiius made a campai<^n against tlieni, con-

quered the BreucianSj and won over some of the

others without a battle. Bato, on seeing this, gave

up all hope of Pannonia, but occupied the passes

leading to Dalmatia with garrisons and ravaged that

country. Then at last the remainder of the Pan-

nonians also came to terms, chiefly for the reason

that their country was being harried by Silvanus.

However, certain bands of brigands continued their

forays for a long time, as was natural after so great a

disturbance ; indeed, this nearly always happens, not

only among other peoples, but especially in the case

of these tribes.

48,
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(All dates are u.G. unless other/vi^f. slated.)

Achaia. 465
Acropolis, the, 299
Actla, festival in lionour of Actiura,

6
Actium, battle of, 3 f., 15, 61, 195 f.

Addon, 419
Aegina, 299
Aerailius, L. (perhaps the same as

Paulus Aemilius Lepldiis), 267
Aesculapius, 23
Africa, 17, 29
Agrippa, M. Vipsanius, honoured

after Actium, 11, 59, 195 f. ;

advises Octavian against estab-
lishing a monarchy, 79-109, 185 ;

censor, 187 ; public works super-
vised by, 253, 263 f., 311 f.

;

indicated as Augustus' successor,
271-75 ; retirement to Lesbos,
275 ; restoration to favour, 297 f

.

319, 355 ; military exploits of,

309 f., 345 f., 355; death and
character of, 357-65 ; funeral
games in honour of, 399 f.

Agrippa Postumus, son of preced-
ing, 400, 451, 475

Ahenobarbus, L. Domitlus (cos. 16),
329, 417

Alban Moimt, the, 275, 297 n., 361
Albis, the, 381, 417, 469
Alexander the Great, 45
Alexander, brother of lamblichus I.,

7
Alexander, son of Antonv and

Cleopatra, 43, 63
Alexandria, 17, 29, 47 f.. 53
Alexandrians, the, 27, 45 f.

Aliso (or Eliso), the, river in

Germany, 369 n.

Almn, mountain in Pannonia, 471

DIO VI.

Alps, the, 259, 263, 467 ; Triden-
tine. 337 f. ; Maritime, 345

Amyntas, king of Galatia, 7, 21,
261

Antloch, 23
Antiochus, king of Commagenc, 191
Antistius, C. See Vetus.
Antoninus, M. Aurelius, 457
Antoninus, M. Aurelius (Caracalla),
41

Autonlus, C. (cos, 63), 75
Antonlus, lullus, son of the trium-

vir, 45, 351, 379, 413
Antony, Mark, flight of, after
Actium, 5, 13 f. ; in Egypt, 15,
29 ; death of, 31 ; character of,

41 f. ; other references to, 7 f.

13, 37 f., 45, 51 f., 67, 119, 189,
199, 265, 279, 299, 305. 351, 459

Antyllus, son of preceding, 17 f.,

25,43
Aper, P. Salvius, 411
Apis, 47 f.

Apollo, 5 ; temple of, on Palatine,
105, 409

Apollonia, 471
Apudius (or Pacuvius) Sex., 247
Apuleius, Sex. (cos. 29), 55, 59
Apuleius, Sex. (cos, k.D. 14), 363
Aqua Virgo, the, 311
Aquila, freedmau of Maecenas, 397 f.

Aquitania, 221
Arabia, 269 f., 453
Arabian Gulf (the Red Sea), 21
Arabians, the, 21, 303
Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, 7,

303
Archelaus, king of Judaea, 465 and

n.
Areius, a philosopher, 45, 175
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Argonauts, picture of, 26;i

Ariminum, 251, 481
Ariobarzanes, 419
Armenia, 45, 303, 403, 415, 4J9
Armenians, the, 303, 413, 419
Arruntius, L. (cos. 22), 283
Arruntius, L. (cos. a.d. 6), 450
Artabazus, 415, 419
Artacli, the, 77
Artagira, 419
Artavasdes, king of Armenia, 17

Artavasdes, king of Media, 17, 45.

303
Artaxes, 45, 303
Asander, 345
Asia, 11, 15, 51, 57, 219, 299, 361
Asians, the, 57
Astures, the, 57, 259 f., 267 f., 293
Athena, 55, 299
Athenians, tlie, 299, 305
" Athenians," the, party in naval

battle given in Rome, 409
Athenodorus, a philosopher, 17.')

Athens, 305
Athlula, 271
Angurium salutis, tlie, 57
August, name given to tlie mouth

Sextilis, 395
Augusta, name given to Paphos,

343
Augusta Emerita, 261
Augusta Praetoria, 259
Augustalia, the, 307, 369
Augustus, passim. Significance oi

name, 185 n., 235, 241, 245

Baetica, 221
Balbus, D. Laelius (cos. 6), 401
Balbus, L. Cornelius, 347
Basilica of Neptune, the, 263
Basilica of Paulus, the, 343 f.

Bastarnae, the, 67-75
Batavia, 365, 457
Batavians, the, 365, 457
Bathyllus, 327
Bato, Breucian chief. 469 f.. 477,

481
Bato, a Dalmatian chief, 469 f.,

477, 481 f

.

Belgica, 221
Bessi, the, 73, 333, 371
Bithynia, 59, 221, 299
Bocchus, 261
Bogud, 261
Bosporus, kingdom of, 34.')

486

Breucians, the, 469 f., 481 f.

Britain, 253, 259, 453 f.

British ocean, the, 221
Britons, the, 205, 253, 277
Brundisium, 13, 51
Brutus, 119

Caepio, Fannius, father and eon,
289 f.

Caesar, C. Julius, 7, 9, 27, 35 f.,

117, 187, 273, 335, 461 ; shrines
of, 43, 57 f. ; assassins of, 23.
See also Julius.

Caesar, C. Julius (Octavianus),
passim. After 29 B.C. styled
Augustas, q.v.

Caesar, C, grandson of Augustus,
327, 331, 351 f., 395, 399-405,
409, 413-23.

Caesar, L., brother of preceding,
327, 331, 399-405, 409, 415, 421 f

.

Caesar, as imperial title, 185, 241
Caesarians, the (imperial ireedmen),
137

Caesarion, 17 f., 43
Calpurnius, C. (aedile 23), 279
Camillus, 107
Camillu->, M. Furius (cos. x.D. 8),

477
Camillus, M. Furius (Scribonianus),

455
Campania, 353 f., 411
Campanians, the, 409
Campus Agrii)pae, the, 399
Campus Martins, the, 67, 197, 2-53,

357, 383
Camunni, the, 331
Candace, 293 f.

Cantabri, the, 57, 259 f., 267 f., 293,
309 f.

Capitol, the, 291, 301, 349 f., 383,
399

Cappadocia, 345
Capreae, 191
Carisius, P. (or T.), 261, 293
Carrinas, C, 61
Carthage, 191
Cassius, 119
Castor and Pollux, temple of, 465
Cedrus (or Cebrus). river in Moesia,

69
Celts, the, 221
Censorinus, C. Marcius (cos. 8), 391
Chalcidicuni, name given to temple

of Minerva, 03
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Chatti, tlie, 'Mil t., 375, 381
Chauci, the, 365
CherBonesus, the, 359, 37

1

Cherusci, the, 367, 381
Chios, 415
Cicero, son of the orator, 53
CUlcia, 21, 221, 303
Cinna, 107
Cinna, Cn. Corneliu.s (Magnus), 427,

449 f.

Clrcensian games, 153, 195, 303,
351, 395, 407 f., 451, 479

Circus Flaminius, the, 383, 409
Circus Maximus, the, 369, 409
Ciris, a cave, 75
Claudius, the emperor, 455, 405.

479 ; cf. 383
Cleopatra, 3 f., 15-13, 49 f., 61 f.

Cleopatra, daughter of preceding,
4:}, 63

Cluvius, C, 189
Coele-Syria, 221
Commagene, 191, 303
Concord (Concordia), statue of, 373:

temple of, 399, 405
Cornelius. See Cinna and Lentulus
Corsica, 475
Cos, 23
Cossus. See. Leiitulus

Cotys, 333. 371
Cra.ssus, M. Licinius, the triumvh•.
279

Craflsus, M. Licinius (cos. 30), 13.

67-73
Cra.ssus, M. Licinius (cos. 14), 343
Crete, 219
Crispinus, Q. (pr. 2), 411
Crispinus, T. Quinctius (cos. 9), 379
Curia lulia, the, 63
Curia Octaviae, tlie, 399
Curio, 9
Curtius, 209
Cydonia, 7

Cyprus, 221, 291
Cyrenaica, the, 219 f.

Cythera, 299
Cyzicus, 21, 299, 343

Dacia, 453 f.

Dacians, the, 65 f., 375, 471
Dalnmtia, 219 f., 333, 371, 469, 483
Dalmatians, the, 61. 369, 375, 383.

409-73, 477, 481 f.

Daphne, town near Aiitioch, 2:5

Dapyx, chief of a tribe uf the Oeta*i,

73 f.

Dardani, the, 67, 77
Decii, the, 209
Deldo, king of tiie Bastarnae, 71
Demeter, 11 n., 305 n.
Dentheleti, 69, 73, 33:{

Didius, Q., 21 f.

Dionysus, 73, 371
Diribitoriura, the, 399
Domltian, 273, 457
Domitius, L. See Ahenobarbm
Dravus, river in Pannonia, 471
Drusus, M. Livius (Libo) (cos. 15),

335
Drusus, Nero Claudius, 307, 331,

337 f., 365-85, 391, 395, 399, 465
Dynamis, wife of Asander, 345
Dj'rrachium, 15

Egypt, 1 1, 15, 17, 21, 47, 51, 61 f.,

205, 221 f., 255, 269, 293, 417
Egyptians, tlie, 19, 27, 35, 43-47,

53
Elephantine, 293
Eliso (or Aliso), tlie, 369
Enaius, M'., 477
Epaphroditus, a freedman, 33, 39
Ephesus, 57
Epirus, 219
Erato, (jueen of Armenia, 419
Eretria, 299
Eridanus, Greek name for the Po,

477
Ethiopia. 43
Ethiopians, the, 293 f.

Evocati, the, 457

Fabius, Paiilus (Maximus) (cos. 11),
367

Fabius, Africauus Quintus (or Q.
Fabius Maximus Africauus) (cos.

10), 379
Feriae Latiuae, the, 279, 297, 325,

361 n., 385
Flaccus, C. Norbanus (cos. 24), 265
Flaminian Way, the, 251
Flevo, Batavian lake, 365 ti.

Florus, Aquilius, father and son, 9
Fortuna Kedux, altar of, 3li7

Forum of Augustus, the, 407
Forum Romanum, tlie, 51, 273. 291,

301 »., :;31, 383. 401, 407, 411,
47:5
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Frisians, the, 305 f.

Pulvia, 17, 45
Furnius, C. (tr. 50), 189, 20;{

Fnrnius, C. (cos. 17), 327

(laetulia, 261
Gaetulians, the, 467
Galatia, 21, 261
Galba, the emperor, 11, 457
Gallia (Gaul), 25, 205, 221, 253, 309,

333-39, 343, 347, 375 ; Lugdu-
neasis, 375 ; liarbonensis, 189,
221 291

Gallus, Aelius, 269
Gallus, C. Asinius (cos. 8), 391
Gallus, C. Cornelius, 25 r"., 47, 255
Gallus, Lucius, 333
Gallus, Nonius, 57
Gauls, the, 61, 253, 335, 365
Genucla, 75
Geriaanicus, title cont'errod upon

Dnjsus and his sons, 383
Germanicus, son of Drusus, 425,

465 473-79
Germans, the, 57, 61, 65, 221, 309,
333 f., 365, 375, 393, 417, 425,
467 f.

Germany, 471 ;
provinces of, 22]

,

333, 347, 399 f., 453-57, 469
Getae, the, 65, 71, 75 f.

Greece, 11, 15, 59, 67, 97, 219, 299
Greeks, the, 99, 305, 409, 423 f.

Haemus, 69, 77
Helios, name given to Alexander,

son of Cleopatra, 63
Hellenes, name given by Augustus

to foreigners living in Asiatic
provinces, 57

Hercules, Pillars of, 209
Hermes, statues of. 305
Hermundiiri, the, 417
Herod the Great, 303
Herod Archolaus. See Archelaus
Honor, festival of, 327
Horatius, 209

lamblichus I., Arab chieftain, 7, 303
iamblichus II,, son of preceding,

303
lapydes, the, 61
Imperator, use of term under the

empire, 185 f., 237
India, 305

488

lotape, daughter 01 Artavaudes <
Media, 45

Isauriaus, the, 467
Ister, the, 67, 77, 333, 375, 413.

417
Istrians, the, 75
Isthmus of (Corinth, the, 15, 46.'.

Italy, 9 f., 15, 57 f., 115, 123, 133 -

37, 189, 225, 283, 331, M? f.

391, 457, 471, 477
lullus Antonius. See Antouius
Inventus, temple of, 331

Janus, temple of, 57, 263, 375
Jaba I., 43, 205

'

.iuba II., 43, 261, 467
Judaea, 453
Julia, daughter of Augustus, 43,

265, 301, 363. 373, 383, 405.
411 f., 425

Julius, the hero (i.e. Divusi,
shrines of, 51, 57, 63 f., 373

Juno, 63
Jupiter Capitolinus, 63, 291, 34^.

381, 407 n.. 409 ; priest of, 343,
375. J. Feretrius, 301, 391. I
J. Tonan^, 291 1

Lacedaemonians, the, 263, 2.>

'

Lacus Fievo, the, 365 n.
Lacus Venetus, the, 339 and //.

Lampe (or Lappa), town in Crete, 7

Lampaeans, the, 7
Lancia, town in Spain, 261
Largus Valerius, 251 f.

Legions, list of, 453-57
Lentulus, Cn. Cornelius (cos. le:

313
Lentulus, Ca. Cornelius (cos. 14),

343
Lentulus, Cossus Cornelius (or Ca

Cornelius Lentulus Cosaus) (cos.

1), 467
Lentulus, P. Cornelius (Marcellinu^:

(cos. 18>, 313
Lepidus, M. Aemilius, the triumvir,

119, 191, 199, 253, 319 f., 355
Lepidus, M. AemiUus, son of pre-

ceding, 319
Lepidus, M. AemiUus (cos. A..0. 6),

459
Lepidus, Paulus AemiUus (ceas.

22), 285, 345. See also AemiUus
Lepidus, Q. Aemilius (cos. 21). 295



INDEX

Lesbos, 275
Llbo, M. Se^ Drusus
Libya, 219 f.

Liclnus, a Qaiil, 335 f.

Liguriana, the, 345
Llmyra, 421
Llvia, 37, 279, 299, 329, 343, 383 f.,

399, 405, 421, 475; advises
Augustus to be couclliatory
toward his enemies, 429-51

;

precinct dedicated to, 309
Loilius, M, (cos. 21), 295, 333
Lucretius, See Vispillo
Ludi Megalensea, 475
Ludi Ilomani, 273
Ludi Saeculares, 329
Lugduiiuin, 3G5
Lupia, river in Germany, 305-69
Lycaonia, 261
Lycia, 421
Lycomedes, 7

Macedonia, 5. 67 i., 77, 219, 287,
333, 371, 473

Maecenas, 11, 289, 297, 327, 331,
303. 395-99 ; advises Octavian
iu favour of a monarchy, 72,
109-185

Maedi, the, 73
Marcellus, M. Claudius (Aeserninus)

(cori. 22), 283, 289
MarccUus, M. Claudius, nephew of

Augustus, 59, 201, 205 f., 271-75,
279, 349 ; theatre of, 273, 349

Marcomannian territory, the, 417
Marius, 107, 117
Marius, the younger, 107
Mara, statue of, 203 ; Mars Ultor,

temple of, 301, 407 f.

Mazaei, the, 477
Mede, the. See Artavasdes
Medeius, 7
Merula, 375
Mesopotamia, 457
Messalla, L. Valerius (Volcsus) (cos.

A.l). 5), 451
Mossalla, M. Valerius (Corviuus)

(cos. 31), 23, 205
Messalla, M. Valerius (Barbatus)

(cos. 12), 355
Messalln, M. Valerius (Messallinus)

(cos. 3), 409-73
Messalla, Potitua Valerius (nos. 29),

59

Metellus, 107
Metellus, Q. Caecilius (C^eticas

(co!i. A.D. 7), 473
Milliarium aureum, the, 301
Minerva, temple of, 63
MIthridates the Great, 5 a., 345
Mithridates II., king of Comma-

gene, 303
Moesia, 05-69, 73, 77, 205. 453-57,

471, 477
Moesians, the, 65, 69 f., 77
Morini, the, 61
Mucia, mother of Sex. Pompev,
Mucins, 209
Murena, Licinius, 289
-Musa, Antoniua, 271 f.

.Mysians, the, 7

Mysteries of tlie two goddesses, 11,

305

Napata, 295
N'eapolis, 341. 409
Neapolitans, tlie, 191, 409
Xeptune, name taken by Agrippa
Postumus, 475

Nero, Ti. Claudius, 465. Se4
Claudius

Nero, the emperor, 455
Xerva, A. Licinius (Silianus or

Silanus) (cos. a.. 7), 379, 473
Nerva, P. Silius (cos. 20), 299, 331 f.

Nicaea, city in Bithyaia, 57
Nicomedia, city in Bithynia, 57
Nicopolis, city near Actium, 5
Nicopolis, city in Cappadocia, 5 «.

Xicopolis, city in Egypt, 49
xVorbanus, C. See Flaccus
Northern ocean (North Sea), the

381
Norici, the, 331 f.

Noricura, 337, 457
Numidia, 219, 453

Octavia, si.ster of Augustus, 43, 373
Odrysae, the, 73, 287
Olympian gamea, the, 153

Pacuvius (or Apudius) Sex., 247
Paetus, Articuleius, 317
Palatine, the, 195. 235, 265. 343
Palatium, the, 275, 423
Palestine, 465
Pamphyha, 261, 371
Pan;ithenaic festival, the, 359

489
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Pandateria, -HI
Pantheon, the, 263, 288
Pannonia, 77, 205, 355, 375, 453-57,

469, 477
Pannonians, the, 61, 33 1 f., 345, 355,

363 f., 369 f., 383, 469, 477, 481 f.

Paphians, the, 343
Papho3, 343
Paraetonium. 25, 29
Parians, tlie, 405
Parthians, the, 51, 55, 413, 419
Paulus, basilica of, 343 f.

Pausilypon, 341
Pax, statue of, 373
Peloponnesus, Isthmus of (Isthniu.s

of Corinth), 15
Pelusium, 27 f.

Pergamenians, the, 59
Pergamum, 57
Persian Gulf, the, 21 a.
" Persians," the, party in naval

battle given at Rome, 409
Petronius, C. (or P.), 293 f.

Pharnaces, 205, 345
Philippi, 15, 305
Philopator, son of Tarcondimotus,

7
Phoebe, freedwoman of Julia, 413
Phoenicia, 221, 453
Phraates, 51, 205, 275 n., 277 f..

301
Phrataces, 415-19
Pillars of Hercules, the, 209
Pinnes, Pannonian chief, 481
Piso, Cn, Calpurnius (cos. 23), 271
Piso, Cn. Calpurnius (cos. 7), 399
Piso, L. Calpurnius (cos. 15), 335,

371
Planasia, 475
Plancus, L. Muiiatius, 285
Plancus, L. Plautius, brother of

preceding, 285
Po, the. 477 f.

Polemon, 257, 345
PoUa, sister of Agrippa, 399
PoUio, Vedius, 339-43
Pompey the Great, 5 n., 107, 117,

285, 429
Pompey, Sextus, 7, 13
Pontus, 7, 221, 257, 345
Potitus, Valerius. See Messalla
Praetorians, the, 135, 349, 411
Primus, M., 287 f.

Proculeius, C, 33, 255 f., 289
Psylli, the, 41

490

Ptolemies, the, bodie.s of, 47
Ptolemy, son of Antony and Cleo-

patra, 43
Puteoli, 341
Pylades, a dancer, 327, 411
Pyrenees, the, 259
Pythian games, the, 153

(iuintilianus, Sex. Nonius (co-i.

A.D. 8), 477
Quirinus, P. Sulpicius (cos. 12), 355
Quirinus, temple of, 329

Ravenna, 459
Red Sea, the, 19 f.

Regulus, 209
Regulus, Licinius, 317
Rhaetia, 457
Rhaetians, the, 337 f.

Pfchascyporis, a Thracian prince
371, 473

Rhine, the, 61, 65, 207, 221. 333,
365-69, 381 f., 393, 417, 457

Rhodes, 403 f., 421 |
Rhodope, 65 \
Rhoemetalces, king of Thrace, 333,

371, 471 f.

Roles, king of a tribe of the
Getae, 71 f.

Romans, the, passim
Rome, 11-15, 47, 57 f., 63, 153 f.

245, 283, 297, 301, 309
Romulus, 235 ; hut of, 361
Rufus, M. Egnatius, 257
Rufns, P., 463 f.

Sabos. king of Arabia Felix, 269
Sacred Way. the, 331
Saepta, the, 253, 401, 409
Salassi, the, 259
Salonae, 471
Salus Publica. statue of. 373
Samos, 299, 305
Sardinia, 221, 467
Sarmatians, the, 333, 47 L

Saturn, temple of, 301 n.

Saturuinus, C. Seutius (cos. 19), 307
Saturninus, C. Sentius (cos. a. P. 4).

469
Savus, river in Pannonia, 77
Scapula, Q. Ostorius, 411
Scarpus^ L. Pinarius, 17, 25
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Scaurua, ., lialf-lirother of .Sex.

Pompey, 7 i.

Scenobardus, 477
Sclplo, P. Cornelius (Afrlcarius),

107
aciplo, P. CorneliuH (cos. 16), 320
Scordisci, the, 333, 305
Scribonius, pretended grandson of

Mithridates, 345
Scythians, the, 77 ; of. 05 f.

8e«etlca, 69
Selene, name given to Cleopatra,

daughter of Cleopatra, 6:i

Sentius, C. See Haturnirui^
September, 3, 395
Serapis, 45
Serdl, the, 73
Sertorius, 119
Servilius, P. (pr. 25), 265
Sestius, L. (cos. 23), 277
Severus, A. Caecina, 471, 477
Severus, L. Septimius, emperor, 47
Sextilia, name of, changed to August,

395
Sextus. See Apuleius ami

Pompey.
Sialetae, the, 371
Sibylline verses, the, 325
Sicily, 9, 189, 295, 299. 309
Sidon, 301
Silanus, M. .Junius (cos. 25), 25!»

Silanus, Licinius. See Xerva
Silius, P. See Nerva
Silvanus, L., iJ95 f.

Sinope, 345
Sirmium, town in Pannonia, 409 i.

Siscia, town in Pannonia, 477
Sisonna, Cornelius, 355
Sitaa, king of the Dentheleti. 09, 7

Solon, 329
Sosius, C, 7

Spain, 19, 25, 29, 221, 253, 259,
207 i., 309, 333, 343, 347, 457

Spaniards, the, 247
Spolia opima, the, 7

1

Statllius, Q. (tr. 29), 187
Strabo, 107
Sudatorium Laconicum, the. 203
Suobi, the, 01, 05 f., 381
Sugambri, tlie, 333, 305 f., 375, 39-3

Sulla, 01, 107, 117 f.

Surrentum, 191
Syracuse, 299
Syria, 21-25, 49 f., 275. 295, 299.

331, 355, 415-19. 453. 459

Tarcondimotus, king of Cili»;ia, 7,

21, 303
Tarcondimotus, son of preceding,
303

Tarentum, 63
Tarraco, 221, 201
Taurus, T. Btatilius (cos. 20), 57,

07, 253, 331
Taurus, Sex. Pacuvius, 247 n.

Tencteri, the, 333
Terentia, wife of Maecenas, 329
Theatre of Balbua, 347 ; of Mar-

cellus, 273, 349
Thrace, 69, 77, 333, 371
Thracians, the, 65, 73
Thrasyllus, 421 f.

Thucydides, 17 n.
Thyrsus, a freedman, 25 f.

Tiber, tlie, 245, 251, 279, 283, 347.
425, 451

Tiberius, political honours received
by, 261, 267, 397, 331, 347, 363 f..

399, 403 ; military exploits of,
303 f., 337 f., 369-75. 383, 393 f.,

409-73 ; sent to llhodes, 403,
413 f.,; recalled, 425 ; adopted by
Augu.stu3, 425 ; other references
to, 191, 353, 459, 465

Tigranes, 303, 403, 415, 419
Tiridates, 51, 277 f., 419
Tiro, 397 n.
Titans, the, 75
Torauius (or Thoranius), C. (tr. 25),

205
L'rajan, 457
L'reveri, the, 57
Triballi, the, 05 f., 77
" Troy," game of, 65, 351
Tubero, Q. Aelius (cos. 11), 367
TuruUius, P., 23
Tyre, 301

Usipetes. the, 333, 365 f.

Vaccaei, the, 57
Valerius. . See Messalla
Vandalic mountains, the, 381
Varro, A. Terentius (Murena) (cos.

23), 259
Varus, P. Alfenus (cos. .\.D. 2), 419
Varus, P. QuintUius (cos. 13). 347,

453 n.

Vennii (or Vennones). tlie, 331

491



INDEX

Venus, temple of, 65 ; statue of, 263
Vespasian, 457
Vesta, temple of, 343 ; statue of,

405
Vestal Virgins, the, 53, 343, 355,

451 f.

Vetus, C. Antistius (cos. 6), 401
Victory, statue of, 63
Vigintisexviri and Vigintiviri, the.

351 f.

Vinicius, M., 263
Vinlcius. P. (cos. a.d. 2), 419
Virtus, festival of. 327

Vispillo (or Vespillo). Q. Lucretius
(cos. 19), 307

Visurgis. river in Germany, 367,
381, 469

VitelUus, Q , 65
Volcaean marshes, the, 477
Vologaesus, a Thracian chief, 371

Zarmarus, an Indian, 305 f.

Zenodorus, tetrarch of Trachoniti», i

303
Zyraxee, liing of a

Getac. 7) f.

tribe of the
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