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PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION.

Encouraged by the financial success of my first
edition, and the favorable criticism it has received
from the press, both religious and secular, not-
withstanding its many defects, owing to the utter
lack of experience of the publishers in book print-
ing—having been published at Helena, Ark., a
village—I issuea second edition, amended, revised,
and enlarged, making it more interesting and in-
structive, as well as compatible with all readers of
whatever denomination, and hope that it will re-
ceive the same welcome as its predecessor re-
ceived.

- L. WEIss.

CoLuMBus, GA., June, 1888, 5648 A.M.
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TALMUDIC AND OTHER LEGENDS. 27

he gave away to homeless poor people. This
street exists to this day in the city of Prague, and
is known by the name of Pinckas-Gasse.

—Midr. Tanch. 97 col. 3 and Kav Hajashar 10.





















TALMUDIC AND OTHER LEGENDS.

proached him: “Scriptures say that ‘if a man
taketh a wife, he shall for a year not go to war,’
etc. (Deut. xxiv. 15), and thou wouldst take away a
man just wedded, heedless of God’s own law?”
“Thou art a pious woman and speakest words of
wisdom,” replied thc malacik kamoves. “*Thelaw
of God is perfect’ (Psalm xix. 19). T will ascend
to heaven in your behalves and plead for the
charitable Joseph and the pious Hannah.” And
away he flew. As he did not return, it became
evident to them that it must have pleased the Lord
to change His decree from death to life, even asit
is written in Solomon’s Proverbials (x. 2): ¢ Charity
redeems from death.” And Joseph with Hannah
lived a long and happy life.



























TALMUDIC AND OTHER LEGENDS. 43

of the two is equal to your inquiry of yesterday,
waen you threatened me with torture in case I
were unable to advance convincing argument.
My advice to the two brothers, my lord, you have
just now pronounced correct. 1, therefore, will
repeat the same advice to you. Wait till we
should appear before Him who gave us our re-
ligion. He alone knows the true value of our

faith.” The Hebrew was excused.
—M, Nissim.












TALMUDIC AND OTHER LEGENDS. 47

found in such pitiful condition; with hope still
sparkling in his breast, when thou hast thought that
his life was beyond hope. I am here alive, well,
and well-to-do. Be this a lesson to thee, that while

there is life there is hope.”
. —Simchath nefeshk, 21.












TALMUDIC AND OTHER LEGENDS. 5I

breast with words of affection and pateral emo-
tion. Itis useless to say that he did not disin-
herit his son, of whom he was proud, and who
hecame a revered master and teacher in Israel.

—Psrke D'rabbi Eliezer, 4.




































TALMUDIC AND OTHER LEGENDS. 63

obtain you even the shortest respite. They remain
hereand we have togo. Our relatives they weep
and cry and would like to help us, but they cannot.
They can come with us to the gate—the grave—
and thence we have to go alone. But the third
friend—Religion—will always receive us kindly,
even at the last moment, if we apply to it. It will
embrace us in its arms and take us before the
Infinite King, there plead for us and secure us bliss

everlasting.
g ~—Pirke R, Eliezer, 34.





















70 TALMUDIC AND OTHER LEGENDS.

his governorship, over which somebody else was
governor before, and somebody else will be again
after him. He dies and he is sent off naked as he
came. If he would but take advice he would pro-
vide for his future dominion by discreetly using
his wealth in doing good; and though he’ll die
away from the terrestrial colony, his subjects*
from the celestial domains will be waiting for him,
to convey him to that dominion where they shall

ever and eternally serve him.
Chulin, €o a.

* Tradition has it that every good deed or word creates a good
angel, and every bad or evil word an evil angel for the author : and
these angels receive the soul when it returns to its giver. The evil
angels indict it and the good ones defend it,












74 TALMUDIC AND OTHER LEGENDS.

come, and I will consult her. She must be here
soon.”

Away flew the father, muttering as he ran: ,

“Oh, if she is coming, I cannot stay! Her pres-
ence embittered my existence enough.” And the
king was cured.

The .angel of death was now brought before the
grand tribunal to answer why he neglected now
the second time to bring the required soul ; and he
related his sad experience of the bitterness whichis
bitterer than death, acknowledging that Solomon
was indeed wise. A vicious woman is more bitter
than death!

—OQral tradition.
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“ Have we not all One Father? Hath not one
God created us?” when suddenly the gate above
them opened, and the gate keeper called to them :
“Why did ye not say so before, and ye would
have been admitted? As the children of one
God and one common Father, all find abode in
this vast eternal domain, but by no appellations

are they known here.”
—Original.















86 TALMUDIC AND OTHER LEGENDS.

their religion becomes at last like that garment
bestained, bespotted, and fragmented. God will
surely not regard their observances, for they are
irreligious, and unfit them for the godly habita-
tion; the former, however, that have been an
honor to mankind and useful to the world will
undoubtedly be regarded by God worthy of in-
habiting the royal palaces of the celestial abode.
This it was that Solomon had in view when he
said: “Let thy garments be white at all times.”
Sabbatk, cix.










































100 TALMUDIC AND OTHER LEGENDS.

he, “ the princess wondered at my wisdom being
encased in such homely vessel as my appearance
is, and I asked why the wines of the emperor .
should be kept in earthen and not in gold and sil
ver vessels; if she would have understood what I
was aiming at, the lesson would have been com-
pleted then ; as it is, however, she can now see it
practically. Wisdom is seldom connected with
beauty, for the temptations the prepossessing
appearance offers are meant to irritate wisdom,

besides the vanity it imparts.”
—Zaanith, 7 a.
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him. “ What!” said the judge, “hast thou yet
cause to complain when one of our citizens bleeds
you free of charge?” and fined him to the amount
that bleeding would cost by a surgeon. At this
sentence Eliezer fell upon the judge dealing him
a heavy blow, so that the judge was bleeding.
“ How darest thou!” cried the judge. “How dare
I,” retorted Eliezer. “I only bled thee free of
charge. Now pay the fine thyself to the one
who bled me.” As Eliezer was not punished, he
was doubtless considered worthy of the association

of the Sodomites.
—Sanhedrin, 109 b.
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robbed the tree of its luscious product. The
prince, coming to inspect his garden, found his fa-
vorite fruit gone and called upon the watchmen to
give account, but the blind one claimed he could
not see and the lame one claimed he could not
climb, hence they knew not who stole the fruit.
The wise prince understood their scheme, and
placed the lame man on the shoulders of the blind,
and said, “this isthe way ye have robbed my fruit,
and this is the way I shall punish both of you.”
Likewise will the omniscient God judge the
body and the soul, both shall suffer, for both are

_ guilty. :
—Rabboth, 169 b, and Jalkut, 123 a.
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even to your old age I am he; and even to hoary
hairs will I carry you: I have made, and I will
bear; even I will carry and deliver you.””

Like a stimulant upon the languid soul acted
these words upon the heart of Mordecai. His
spirit expanded, and a trembling joy overtook him.
He felt like robed in the garment of gladness, with
hope of salvation overhanging him. He turned
and saw Haman. “Ah!"” addressed he him : ‘“ hast
thou heard these Jewish boys speak of God’s word
and what they promise? They were inspired with
the spirit of God.” And Haman was filled with

anger and walked off. .
— Esther Midr. Rabbah.



























TALMUDIC AND OTHER LEGENDS. 12§

zealots. “ We will likewise abstain from bread,
and make fruit our sustenance.”

“ But from the fruit too the first ripe ones were
brought to the altar of God,” said Joshua.

“Truly hast thou spoken,” said they, “ we will
only seek such fruit that was not subject to this
ordinance.”

“But ye must drink neither water, as the ablu-
tions were made with water in the temple in
former times,” retorted Joshua. The fanatics
stood in silence, not knowing what more to say,
and the sage continued, “I would not for a
moment advise you to forget Jerusalem and cease
to mourn for it, but to mourn to excess is un-
advisable, and results in no avail.”

—DBaba Batkra, 60 b.






















































































































































TALMUDIC AND OTHER LEGENDS.

Like merchandise vessels from distant shores.
Early she riseth—the night’s not yet o’er,

To see to her house, her maids to care for.
With provident care she purchaseth lands,
Planting a vineyard with toil of her hands.

Her loins girt with strength, her arms firmness bear ;

She buyeth her goods inspected with care.

From burning her light all night doth not cease—

Handling the distaff and spindle with ease,
The wants of the poor her hands do appease.
Of snow for her household she’s not afraid ;
For they are in robes of scarlet array’d.
Tapestried covers herself she prepares;
Dresses of silk and scarlet she wears.

Her husband is well known witkin the gates,
Where with the wise of the land he debates,
He selleth the linen which she has made,
And girths she prepares supplieth the trade.
Her days end in joy—her lips wisdom say ;
Precepts of kinds her tongue doth display—
Even her garments do firmness betray.

She keeps of her household due oversight ;
Of idleness void she eateth her diet.

Her children, duly to praise her, arise ;
With commendation her husband replies.
Many a daughter has virtuously done,

Yet thou excellest them all—ev'ry one!
Grace is deceitful and beauty is vain ;

The God-fearing woman’s praise will remain,

Oh, give her the honor she reaps by her hands !
Her acts be her praise in the gates of all lands !

177




































GEMS FROM THE TALMUD.

The signet of God is truth.

Say little and do much.

First learn, then teach.

‘Bhe ignorant cannot be truly pious.

Teach thy tongue to say 7 do not know.

Few are they who see their own faults.

Do not rely upon thy own understanding.

Rejoice not when thy enemy falleth.

Who aggrandizes his name,

He diminishes his fame.

Rather be the tail of lions than the head of
foxes.

The measure one meteth with is meted unto
him.

Light shines equally as well to a hundred as to
one.

Who would need a light,

When the sun shines bright ?

It is futile to open the eyes when the heart is
blind.

Hospitality is as essential to religion as divine
worship.

Happy is the pupil whose teacher approves his
words.




































