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A General Epiftle to the Reader, more

efpecially to thofe who are the true
Inquirers after Hermetick Philofo-

phy. .

HIS Caducean Rod of Mercury

8 ( Reader ) is a fubjed of [o great ufe-
fulnefs to this Generation of Searchers after
that infallible Truth of Natuies Myflerions
erations, that it needs no Apolegy, or any
of thofe Flattering Titles, wherewith worth-
le[s Books are ufber'd into the Werldy my

Language being indeed obuvious to all thofe

Capacities, which God hath qualified in the
Jomplicity of Nature to undexftand. the [ame
tho’ Truth’s Language may feem. contemptible

ta many of thofe worldly Wilelings, who [well
. Y W ifeangs, J

and ave puft up, veady to burft with the empty
Notions of theiwr vam Philofophy, regarding
not any thing, but what 1s bamner'd upon thery
own Anvil, inthe falfe flourifhes of Athenian
Phrafes, which we willfully omit, for to [peak
Rhetorically is no part of my Defign : - Becaufe
true learning in the Spagyrick Art confifts not
o that, but in the Demonfivative Knowledge

of that matter, which all the Ancient Philo-

A 2 Jophers



~ To the ‘ﬁéider.

aphers bave born Teflimony to, with ome un-
-Qr)z'mous voice, from the true [peaking Hermes
even to this prefent Age. -
Therefore ( O Reader ) wh !
tertain thee with in this enfuing Difcourfe,
will be aprodu&@ fromthe knowledge of that uni-
verfal [ubjet matter from whence alone éWer—
cury hatb its Birth, Life, &c. and bis. %ce
of Afcending and Defcending s known : Zr
_this Philofophical work is an_Abftrat of 1{7 ¢
Creation, an Epitomc of all Forms, and IVa-
ture’s general Looking-glafs, wherein more My-
fleries are contained, than mean Capacities are
able to deftribe : But to add [ome [parks to this
Light or Knowledge, I fhall ground my dzj"-{
courfe from the Secondary Chaos, analog;?]j.
with the firft, according to the cuffom of Phi-
ers. .

I(y‘oll':tbtbe Beginning when the Darkfome Abyfs
imprifowd the yet undiftinguifbed Waters,
the divine all-working Spivit Moved and Brood-
ed on the face of them, and from the zm)zjl-
ble Gulph brought forth this glovious P:ab;za-‘k :
The firft thing that appeared after this Incu-

bation was Light, the immediate Produ& of

ke ; : b2,
the Spirit of Light and word Fiat. Now th

Lz'jgb{‘),z rbez'ri; the principal Inflyument of the
Creating Spirit, out of hand manifefted 1ts

what I fball en-

‘To the ‘R/eade:*'.

* But the divine Artificer Sflop’d not beve, but
clears the [uvface of the Earth of W. aters, and
. by his word of Power fivaths their vefile[s Waves
in Bands, that they might no more deluge the
Earth, and [o made way for the wvegetative

i  Power, which be bad implanted in her, to dif> |

play it felf inn a moft lovely and ravifhing va-

rzety. :

He imbellifyd alfo the Azuve Roof of ‘this

*  Jpacious Theatve of bis Glory with numberlefs

znextinguifbable Lights 5 a Little beneath which
be yanged thofe [even Lamps, which continy-
ally influence and beam down upon the Earth
the Blefing of Heaven, as being Jupplyed from

the over-flowing Fountain of his Inexhauftible

fullnefs 5 amongt which the Sun and - Moor

are call'd the two great Lights, by way of E-

4 minency, as being not only the diftinguifhers of
" Times and Seafons, but alfo the great Difpen-
- Jors of the divine Bounty and Fuftice bere be-

': ..r“" low.

When God bad thus created the W orld, and

0 all the Hoft and Furniture thereof, be impart-

" edto them oll the Blefing of Encreafe, com-
-~ manding them to multiply an “their kind, by
\ means of a Seed, to that end inclofed in them.

And at the clofe of all be made Man, the

R ; 1
boundlefs Attivity, in [eparating the fevera
X)TZ;W"G{ that lay bid im the Chaos, wbzcb

; was the dividing of the Waters from the Wa-

ters. :

; ~ ~ But

o Abftradt and Abridgment of all his Werks of

= Wonder, upon whom be flamp’d the glovions
Tinage ov Chava&er of bis own Effentiality, to

. the end he might be every way worthy, fit and

- eapacitated to rule cver and difpofe of the ont-

ER s \ A 3 ward
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To the Reader. :

- ward Creation. = Now one main Lineament of

this.beautiful Image being that Wifdom, where-

with he was indowed, and whereby he was en-

abled to pievce through the external fhell of
things, to the internal working Spuit, it was
to be his continual imployment to Jearch amto

the abflrufc Effence of things, and by a skall-

ful application-and joyning of Symbolizing Na-

tures, to effelt all, that might conduce to de-
light or neceffity, and fo become an Opener and
Manifefter of the Wonders of God in Nature.
“Tis true, the Image of God in Man confiff-
eth in Knowledge, Righteoufnefs and Holinefs,
and a firm Knowledge of that Truth, which
was defaced (yea in a meafurve loff ) by the
Fall, but veftored again to all Believers by and
through Fefus Chrift, the Avchetypal Image
and Son of God, in and according to whom the
lefler as well as the greater World was framed,

- who totbisday by his Spirit doth not fail foith-
fully to fhew the way, in which this Wi/dom,

the beft and choiceft of all Treafures, and moft

- defivable, may be obtained, by exciting frrong

and eayneft impulfations of Lfe in the beart of
the Ele& after this Fewel of Price, putting
them upon [ecking, asking, knocking inceffant-
Iy, until they find, veceive, and ( upon theiy
perfeverance to the end ) it be open'd anto
them.  For great is the Mogical attraltive
Power of Defire, but certainly nothing. can be

* gompaved tothe force of thofe longings, which

the Divine Spivit blows up in us, as bemng -
| fluenc’d

\ ~ 'To the Reader.

A

F fluenc’d by Ommapotence it [elf, to which 910-

thing is. ampufible. : R
Thisis that which the Wife Men of old took
for their way, to obtain the knowledge of the

Jeorets of Nature : Solomon the wifefl of men

asked Wifdom of God, and obtained it to that
degree, as ’tis declored nome ever before him
gid, or ever after bim fhall arife ltke unto
.
 Job, that great Searcher into natural Se-
crets ( as appears by feveral Paffages of bis
Baok ) after he bad difcovrfed of the Myffe-
vies of God in Nature, ond particularly of
thofe'in the mineral Kingdom, and inquiving
after that Wifdom, which is the fole Revealer
of them, gives us this fhort, but pithy infor-
mation to obtain the [ame from the mouth of
God himfelf, in thefe words ; The fear of the
Lord is Wifdom, and to depart from evil
is Underftanding. . |
This is the way I bhave endeavoured to fol-
low, in ovder to obtain this Wifdom and true

knowledge of Natuve, who being God’s-hand- -

maid, will not conceal ber fElf from thofe,
who are ovdained of God to bebold ber Beauty

" unvailed, if they [eck by the means ordained,

viz. an illuminated underflanding and dili-

0 gent indefatigable Labowrs, &c. " .

" dnd for my part, I have great veafomto
magnify that holy Arm, that bath in [ome
wmeafure conduited me to the Mownt Helicon
of Art, and brought me to fee at a diffance,
W A 4 =, the



Fo the Reader. '
the veward of Art thevefore hope my Soul will
never forget to blefs and praife that holy Name,
who bath taken compaffion upon me, the [mall-
eff and loweft of all bis Creatuves, as I in bu-
_ mility bave [ought unto bim, for I bave found

my bungry Soul to be filled with Divine and

watural Wifdom sy even thofe good things of
his Kingdom, of which tbe Rich, Proud, Full
and Haughty know not 5 and we have fuffici-
ent Teftimony on Divine and matural Records,

that this God. the Father of all our Mevcies;

bath bad a [pecial regard to a Remmant in all
- Ages, giving them a Profped, and alfo o Taft
of that bleffed Portion of Joleph, being a true
Compendium of the cboiceft Vertues of Hea-
ven, of the dew and of the deep, that lieth be-
neath ; of the choiceft Emanations of the Sun,

and the choiceft Prodults of the Moons of the

. top of the Mountains of the Eaft, and of the
choiceft fruit of the Avel Hills, and of the
choiceft part of the Earth, and the fullnefs
thereof. | | W
O Lord God' Stream out, if it flands
good with thy Divine Majefty, thefe thy Blef-
Jings upon the bead of all thofe, who [eek thy
Name, in the painful Work of Watchfulnefs,
Holy Silence, and Regenerationy and for the
[aké of Truth and Wifdom are free to be [epa-
rated from the Pleafures of this wicked World
and their Brethren; defiring nothing more
than that they may be worthy of a true Refig-
pation to thy Difpofal, to follow thee azzi tbg
. 3 p ' am

T To the Reader. ,
8 Lamb in all the Tvibulations we are'to pafs
4 tC{J.rougb i owr Pilgrimage to thy immortal
City. SISO+ 50, Wolsiel
8 Therefore, if it be thy good Pleafure. O
- Lord God, make us iﬂﬁrm);zeits n tl{y" bc;n?
to veveal thy Wonders, and to fhew: the. true
| Myfteries of Nature to fuch asave wovthy and
 vazfe up yet move powerful omes, commifioned
W and gifted from above to declare againft the
N Man of Sin, and to be exemplary in this holy
S way of Righteoufnefs ; to the end, that the Ta-
Wernacle of David, which is falln may be
Wraifed again 5 and the New Jerufalem come
down from Heaven, likc a Bride adorned for
“ber Husband, and that thy Temple may be
utlt in greater Glory than ever, by thofe I;-
vong Stones 5 O Almighty God ! that thou baft
| thereunto ordained to the Glory and Eternal

I;gelujahs of thy Pure, Holy, Inmortal Name,
Amen.

Reader, I muft draw to a Conclufion of this
g reface s only let me caution thee, for fear leff .
| Should be mifunderflood, in [peaking or writ-
g too Reverendly of the Myfleries of Nature

8 vhich are but Types of the glorious Antetypé
nd Fu]lnd&, that I put as much diffin&tion
etween them, as School-leayning can make be-
#ween God a)nd bis created Works : But as Na-
| .re.zsv God’s Handmaid, and Centers in bis -
Wivine Will, fhe ought gravely and [olidly to
W treated of 5 [o I fhall no lowger detain thee

Jrom



o the Reader. |
vom the. Porch, calld Beautiful, wor from
ng’s Myftical Temple, where Wi[dom’s
Oracles are 5 therefove fhall conclude, Jubferi-
bing my [elf a Friend i all Chriftian Love,

ther Divine or Natural.

Baee S LSl e s

(1)

to the Travellers in the ways of Truth, whe-

" Cleidophorus Myftagogus.

-—

8 Mercury's Caducean Rod :

OR,

he great and wonderfal Of-
fice of the Univerfal Mercu-

% 1y, or God’s Vicegerent Dif-
B R, Y o T e

.

e

CH!'A B Lo

. vontz;z'm'ng'a Tbe'op'by]z'cal Invq/iz'gaﬁon?f th
= Philofophical Chaos, from whence Mercu-

- 1y hath ats Birth,

Am bound to confefs, and that in-much fince-
YLy, that Sandivogins and Philalethes are Au-
thors of fo great Worth and Learning, that I

leaft degree, cither in my Stile or Matter

rience fhews, that many prafical Truths ‘are by
nem couched in Silence, whether it might be in ‘Di-
ine Reverence for fear left the Art fhould be too
nuch expofed, ’tis not my matter in hand to deter-

andivogins himfelf owns, that he had not leave to
: a1k - wﬁw

Cannot pretend to come up with them in the -

reated of 3 only as they themfelves confefs and ex-

ne, but the matter of Fat is Effentially true 3 for

sfe & "
B 3
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Thefe are Motives fufficient, not only .for this
Writing, but alfo' to excufe all Obje&ions, which
may be offer’d againit it, {eeing 1 defign ( God-
willing ) meafurably to fupply thefe Defeéls, by let-
ting the Artift know, that our fubjeét matter is no
pecificated determined thing, but an Univerfl
Subject, even a Chaos, which I have fhewn in my
NGeneral Epiftle is begotten by the Union of Ele-
ments, and is an Emblem of the firft Chavs, whence

(2)
write concerning the way of extraéting the Sal Ar.
moniack or Mercury of Philofophers out of their Ses-
water and its ufe, but direéts you either to God, or
a Mafter for the obtaining of it: And Philalethes |
faith, that they confound one Operation with ano.
ther, even the Natural with the Artificial, to keep
the fimple in ignorance concerning their true Vinegar
or Crude White Sulpbur, which beihg unknown, all
their Labour is loft : 4rzephius alfo confefles the fame ; an
thing, where he faith, Ze hath [hewed you all things | hrice worthy and learned Willis, in bis fearch of
plainly, excepting one thing, which is- not Iawful for (M€aufes, hath Allegorically yet Cabaliftically treated
bim to fpeak of, much lefs to write : And Dominus de

Nuyfment, where he fpeaks of the Philofophers Fire, | #/07 P ’tvﬁb'd? Reftitute, and many - others ‘too tedious
D recite. | o

he Qaith, That all Philofopbers bave concealed i, and | & : |
*8 Now feeing Mercury hath its Birth and Manifefta-

keps iz under Lock and Key, as the fole Stearn of all their ] o
1on from this Chaos, T think it convenient to give
#ome fhort Defcriptions of its Qualities’ and Proper-

Ations ;- But what need T to enlarge, f{eeing the lip ||
of Truth faith, Thet out of the Mouth of two Witneffes | | (
wer‘y tbing .Iball bc conﬁrme‘d; thefc Authors being ‘ S, that fO the Aftlﬁ maY thC bettel‘ know it.

Mafters of undeniable Credit, therefore none need ' & _ . . | ; HEug
to doubt their Afirmation. 4  Firft, °Tis an. Emblem of the  Ancient Chaos, and

And farther, if any will make a nice Scrutiny in- 80%/cquently Univerfal, as “is plainly manifeft by that
to this matter, they (hall find that the fubje& mat- ! ghtjome Spirit, incubating on the face of the Waters,
ter is not o much as once named by any of them g | H@ #7/mate Beings with Heat, Life and Motion,

which is the very hinge or foundation by which the | & >c0ndly, There are two Waters, Superior and Infes
Weor, with their Divifor, by Bfy i

door of entrance moves; for which reafon, asalate |

Author faith, 17e ought to implore a Bleffing from All- & : \
mighty God, 10 open owr Underflandings,” and wnlock un. (80" of all Mineral Salts' and Sulpburs (45 I baye

20 us the Receffes of this darkfome Abyfs, where all vhe \B47NY foewed in my General Epiftle ) as may be plain
Receffes of [0 25 efted by the band of an Ariift, Jes none off thefe

¢rcafures of Health and Riches are locked up: For be &
aceufes all the Mafters of Alchymy at omce of Envy, €

S et e S ol T it it g, i i
; 3 a Wd'y 10

they bave declared the master and fubje (which is the 159

A . PerfeGion, .
chicf of this Art) fo obfeurely, that Apollo bimfelf W Fifehly, *7is neirher Animal, Vegesable wor Mineral,

would be tired in unridling the Znigma’s they bqve ex- | 3" q ¥ .
4:(;gimted concerning it 3 and this doubtful Declsration 9f ‘@ Mineral Birth, wherein the Sals and Lighs of the

of the matter, is the reafoin why many, whe feck this | _p erfeét Merals are plenteoufly found. -7
§cience withous the Light of Nuature, are precipitated ”:xthly, And prencipally, there is none of its Eles
110 very great. Errors, becaufe they know not the true (G Lrmanent in the Fire, but its Earthi:  ~ il v
fubjed Ofg this Art, but bufie themfelves abour atber (B b L W iia QUL . '3 §
things alogether unfit far the work, Lo

.
14

Lo Seventhly,
Thefe

= Thirdly, In the Bowels of its Earth is Cantmdtlx




(4) - B

Seventhly and laftly, *Zis 4 matter as Ancient g
she Worid it felf 3 therefore as Hermes faith, ’tis that
one thing, whence all things. proceed, containing
both the Celeftial and Terreftrial Vertuess there-
fore Operation on it foews whas the World was, whas iy

is, and what it fhall be.

(5)
emale Sperm i, which being acuated, animated
nd ftrengthened, and by a fermentative Union- the
mpurities caft off, Mercury is born with his Caducean
Rods and feeing he hath his Birth from Celeftial and
Terreftrial Virtues, his Office is to afcend to the
fuperior Orbs, to fetch Celeftial Virtues, and again

From this one Chaos proceeds all that is neceflary
to this Philofophical Work, without addition of
ought, but what is of its felf, only by a diminuti.
on of what is -fuperfluous, and that by a Natural
Procefs 3 for as Sandivogius faith, The Ancients re.

ded navbing but Nawwre and her Poffibiiitics, for
that Nature originally was created pure and good
and although fhe travels under the burthen of the
Curfe for Man’s Tranfgreflion, yet the fame Primi.|
tive Spirit remains in her, and will if rightly difpo-§
fed, labour with all her might to attain a more per:§

ift 11 thi .
feft end. therefore the Arfift above all thingsgg cof which the body of Metals is procreated, and

fimple hearted, and not in the leaft tof¥ Wiich the .
::gg;zoﬂ?: gmbgl and new invented Operations: inflas Sandivogius faith, ever the Mercury of Philefophers 3

-y that alone which Nature is able tofiEhcrefore they are not to be regarded who fay, that
Sﬂtleyﬁm;nzz'g:cf having created her, and placed his yulgar Mercury or any of the imperfeét Metals are
Divine Spitit in her, fhe is as Sazndivogius faith, Thai
alowe, by which God works ail things: Therefore if
rightly difpofed, the brings forth no Abortives
What fhe is, and how fhe Operates in the four Ele-
ments, and in what Veflels, is learnedly and. can:
didly thewn by Sandivogius in the latter part of his
 firft Treatife 3 but having promifed to fhew Mercu:
7y’s Birth, I fhall now come to perform that Task,
for that the four Elements co-ogeratc together: to
produce a Spermand Seed, by rft producing the
three Principles, and of them two Natures, Male
and Female 3 the Male is the: Earth or Sperm, of
Sulphur, by which Nature works all her intentions
not compulfively, but voluntarily; for the central
sun receiving the Spiritualities of the Elements,
does like a triae Servant mix the aftral Virtues, and

fend them forth to the Circumference, where the
‘ » Female

he fame to his defiled Brethrens by which aék of
Afcention and Defcention he doth not only nourifh
himfelf, but alfo So/ and the other Planets; for as
Philalethes {aies in Fons Chymice Philofophie, And it's
ur Seay our hidden Foumain, our of which our-Gold
paturally is created, when yet it prefers it [elf to Gold,
A conquers iv,’ and in the bour of 1ts Nativity Gold is
oyned with'it, and waflped iniv; and both encreafe soge-
er into & ftrong Hero, which neither Cafar nor the
Pope can buy with Money, therefore with all thy
trength get this Water: For this is that Mercury

ated by Nature, and brought, to a Metallick Hard-
efs ; whereas ours is open and fluid, yet this Mer-
ury, altho’ thus Univerfal, and the very matter from
whence all the Ancient Philofophers, none excepted,
pbtained the Secret, muft be mortified and die, and
by due Mediums be brought te Renovation and-a-mere
mmortal State 5 for by this way only is he Capaci-
ated to redeem his defiled Brethren, and to exalt
ihe imperfeét Bodies to the higheft degree of Per-
eltion 3 but this will be more largely treated of in
he following Chapters, as occafion will neceffarily
iequire 3 therefore hating fruitle(s Repetitions, my
im being only to fupply what many of the Philofo-

rite that in thefe fheets, which, I dare be bold to
flert, was never written by any of the Philofophers;
nd I have deliver’d that in this Chapter concerning
| | the

eturn to the centre of the Earth, to communicate -

he Foundatien of our Stone, thefe being all fpecifi-

phers have (I prefume ) willfully omitted, I fhall -

- e e g g e ~ S
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' the thing that Nature begun ber firft Operations abour§

- Mercury, with the like quantity of Sulphur in onels
Mafs. Whereupon faith Dominus de Nuyfment, 0

gel clearly depinged that one and true matter, wheres

(6)

the true Chaos or Matter of the Czleftial Stone, that}
hath hitherto remained as a fecret to the genera.
lity of Mankind, even from the foundation of the}
World: So that none for the future need to fcru.
ple or doubt, what the right beginning of our 8
Work is, nor of obtaining it, if they will take the
wholefome advice of Baeon, which 1 fhall repeat
and fo conclude this Chapter ;' Which is to corgeq/8

€9

CHAP N

I which is fhewn [ome praical Conclufions
concerning the Separation of the Chaos.

by a proporvional Mixture and Unien of pure fivirg s ;
& the Chaos is, and how it came to be Corrupted by

the fall of Man, the Earth being curfed for his fake 3
® not only the Earth, but as the Apoftle Pau/ faith,
the whole Creation groans under the Burtben of Cor-
- 7uption, for this reafon the Artift muft be affiftant

wers  Figures and _/Znigmatical Fables not becaufi® to Nature,; that fhe may be able to caft them off, if
- ever he intends to arrive at the Haven of reft ; I

they would malicioufly bide it, but keep the Privileg:S to a |

of this knowledge for learmed and Pious Men, wbo% ® fhall therefore in this Chapter come to fhew fome
. Spagyrick Separations, that {o the Artjft may better
- un

continual fudy and laborious experience find and a4 10 LI !
durssiin. ﬂ : _ Pe f R erftand his Alchymy, which inthe Arabian tongue

boly words, wherein this good Anglian or rather An

of the Philofophers have wristen Volumes under di

fignifies Fire3 and the Author of Enchyridion Phy-
 fice Reftiture {peaking of the Birth of this Univerfal

the belp of the Divine Light, by the Midwifery of
Vulcan: So are our Elements and Principles born
| from this Chaes by Separation by Fire, for except Se-
= paration goes before Generation, there can be no
o perfeét Birth brought forth 3 for the firft Separati-
“on is of diftiné Elements, the fecond of Principles,

in_the Elements are many immerg’d Corruptions,

‘B he fith, among |t all the great variety of Salts and Syl-
phurs, there are but two for our Work , which two

‘hope to fee Diana unvailed 5 alfo he cautions you

«<iples contained in the fame Chags, and are fome of
i By

-

«and the third of the two Natures Male and Female g

‘20 beware of . Corrofives, which are repugnant prin--

N the former ChapterT have fhewn you what

Seed, fays, ’7is born from the Loines of Jupiter by

& ‘which muft be feparated for the producing of the * .,

Principles, in which are great varieties of Saltsand |* =
Sulphurs, which are not in the leaft adberent to
‘our Work, which Philalethes candidly hints at, where

muft be rightly known and adapted, if ever you °

thole

A



(8)
thofe vile Garments which glorious Nature cafts off,
when fhe thews her felf in her Amours to her Lovers,
and that you may not b= ignorant of what thef(- Sc para-
tions be, I will give you a fhort Catalogue of them.
The firft is common Mercury and Sulpburs the fecond
is Urine 5 the third is Sal Armoniack vo!atile and fixcd'g

the fourth is Nitre and Virriol 5 the fifth is 2 Corrofive

and deflrudtive Vinegary the fixth is an Eomogeneous
"Vinegar and Mercury fublimate 5 the feventh is a Spirit
of Wine; an eighth is a Sulpbureous Latong the ninth
Blood 3 and the Tenth an Hermaphroditical Mercury § the
eleventh an Univer(al Spiris, by which the whole Chaos
is acuated with lifes the twelfth 4 Golden Sulpbur, from
whence TinGure and Permanency proceed 3 ard the bir-

teenth a fweet Central and Permanent Salv, which is the

grownd-work avd foundation of the whole.
I could enlarge to a greater Variety, but fhall 0-
mit them, feeing every Artift, in the feparation of

the Chaos, will be able to demonfirate the fameg |
although ’tis true the Ancients have not fo diftinét- =

Iy named them, nor it may be fo well confider’d ity Water is never vo be bad pure, Art purifies shar by a

whether they have or not, I dare not judge, fceing B . fold beat, and shen conjoyns it, nay yet after this+

it is couched in filence, and they have faid, ’tis @ B8

Symbole of every thing, and therefore have call'd

it by all names, but its proper name is Univerfal
Mercury 3 for it contains in its Womb the firft Seed |8
of all the feven Metals, as well the imperfeét as the S8
more perfeft; and therefore I regard not the opini- |

on of even many of the Philofuophers themfelves, " Earth, faith ) the Earth doth it not of it felf, but the

living Spiririt contains. The true knowledge of this

who write. about the number of Elements, whetber =
~© Myftery brings you to a right foundation in Art, and

it be Ternary or Quarternary, feeing I am fatisfied =
there are four Qualities, hot, cold, dry and moift, °8
and that in a two-fold Compofition: For the firft
heat is of the Ked Sulphur, to which may be added
the White Sulphur and the Homogeneous Vitriolic Salte |
The firft Moifture is in the Inferior Waters, which
muft be married to its natural Spoufe the Earth,
by which it fhall be enriched with fruitfulnefs § the
fecond in the fuperior Mercurial Air, for after jyou
have fublimed the Mercurial Earth from its %;;-
a

_ L
|

and have formed the Bodg, and feparated his Blood,

you muft know thiat the Sulphur is cloathed, with
combuftibilities, and the Mercury with a Hegmatick
Nature ; therefore muf you caft into her Wogiib -
"the Seed of that Univerial Sulpbur or Fire, which |
is the parent of all Form 'in Generation, by which
her volacility and Inconftancy will in great-meafure
be taken off 5 but how this is to be performed will
be the task of another Chapter, fo we fhall pafs it
by here, and come to {peak a little concerning the
two Corporal Elements of Earth and Water; for
when we fpeak of the Earth, we mean not its grofs
and corporal part, but the Central Salt it contains :
For as the Philofophers fay, i the* Cemre of the
Earth is a Virgin Earth, whici isarue Element and Nu-
ture’s Work: And as to the Water ‘tis filled with the
dreadful effc@s of the Curi¢, gven ‘@' Dilmal Poifon- -

. ous Coagulating, Arfenical Salt, which hinders Ve-

getation, and therefore muft be feparated, for the

" Earth delights only in the pure; this Myftery is

candidly hinted by Sandivegius, for he faies, the

Union, although by a true Medium of Sulphwr, it

. contains abundance of fuperfluous and corporeal
¢ Corruptions, which are Enemies to Generation, and

therefore muft be (zparated in preparing the Vine-
gar, or Crude white Sulphur 3 for ("as Bafil Valen-
tine, fpeaking of the great Office and Effeét of the

opens many others 3 for herein Nature only begins

her Art of Formation and Vivification, without « ,
which there can be no Multiplication nor Perfefion,
~ And that thou maift not be ignorant of the true
- and adequate knowledge of this Separation, I tell *

thee, that what Art doth not perform, Naturewill,
_being rightly difpefed, and that by a living 2
TInnate, Quinteffential Spirit, that forms the very =

B 2 Eleme
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" "URlements and preferves them, taking upon it felf

/ the fhape of Elements, yet it felf is no Element, but

a living Soul, lying hid in them, and when by Art

- extraéted out, it turns to one again: Now if this

living Fire is ablent, the Elements would be dead,
but feeing every aétive caufe muft have fome paffive
one, we cannot in the firft part of our Work fepa-
rate the one from the other ; for according to Her-
mes, the Earth is its Nurfe.
verfal and living Fire, much might be written, but
feeing its office is fo general, that the Philofophers
fay, the Heavens and all things are filled with it,
nay whatever is lucid and glittering, as the Sun,
Moon and Stars, doth fecretly derive its Original
from it, and are to this day {upplied by it, as you
may read 2t large in Sanguis Naiure, where he alfo
defcribes the living Central Fire, call’d the Central
Sun_and Corporal Water, or Fire of ‘Bodies 5 to
know this ( faith he ) is the moft fecret Myftery in
all our Philofophy : This fixed fire, as it hath its
original from the living Fire, fo it hath a great
Sympathy, with it, for it wants it as an Aliment,
which it continually attraéts out of the Water and
Air, and converts it to its own Subftance 3 and in
this, as in a Centre, all the virtue lies concentrated,
which being fcatter’d flies into the Circumference,
as may be obferved in Man, in whom this fire fixed
in the Centre.of the heart, Hith its feat, asthe yolk
n the Egg : But its Operation is invifible and ve-
Iy fecret, and’yet very powerful, which alfo few

know ; for it operates by its heat in all things, which

lie in the Earth, and excites the Flux and Reflux of
the Sea, asthe Pulfe in Man is excited by the fire
which lies hid in the Center of his heart, Hence
allo all the Watry and Airy Vapors by the help of
this Fireare Elevated from the Earth and Sea into
the Air, which compofe the Clouds, and by Rare-
faction of the Wind ( being impregnated by the Vi-
tal Spirit ) fall down again to the Earth in form of
watero ' ‘ '

Concerning this Uni-

Thus |

(11 )

Thus Art may prepare and exalt the'Rivulets_,
bu.tr’ltlg Nature asl'oge £hich muft exalt this Catho-
lick Fountain of Mercury, ;o |

Now what Concerns the Purification of the Ele-
ments, T have faid enough; yea more than enough
by fthewing what is Homogeneous, and what is He-
terogeneous, what muft be feparated,and what muft
remain: Reader, thou maift fincerely thank me for
whdt T have done, feeing I never received jghe like
from any Perfon or Author extant, theretore let

this fuffice.

GHAP
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CHAP HI

Containing fome Theophyfical Trvefligations con

cerning the Formatio fag
phical Body. ormation. of the firft Philofo-

LEt me direct thee a little { Reader } by a Di
b l T
s mﬁox‘}vfrpnp the Matter, to fhew the)e tl{c gagfgflg
- y vriting fo plain; for in my fearch 1 faith-
illur}; i[:;(;g:;gced,i nth[gt if ever ri.t: fhould pleafe God to
' ome meafure to underftand wh
the Ancients have o Myfteriouf] 1 Tivodlt
¢ {0 v Written
fﬁfle;nyd?wn .fatxsta.&xon, as well as the i)elngfgtu 1)(}
- 5 draw 1t up in a more intelligible Method
ow confidering the fubftance of this Promife. ¥
:?iu};lrlt:;ve m;] Pt;lace in my Mind, untilT had i’cret’ch{
my hand in this Treatife, to the
/:)g I{’\rt, fhewing them what is moft needful fg: itilr]gl;:
carch after 5 and thefe Labours do alfo net 3 lit
}:_le.condu,ce to the eafe and fati-'aétion of my mind.
Iecgng my Operations have brought me into mu h’
tnﬁrm:ty and Crazines of Body, and life is uncecr
1'2; iavtetggr?fg: ;fflf)otha:i I hope my poor Children ma}:
/ € m them, as a Le
i[.{equftal. for what T have exhaufted gsfg yt:hbf:yirstv'aya oc{
ikewile in general for the Benefit of all thole v h ?
God may hereafter ordain to be Poffe{fors h‘:reoonfl

my Pen hath deliver’d the t i
Candidnefs, as 'twas lawful fi ok LR

: or me with acl .
fcxe}r]lcc to do; and one thing I may boaﬁcoi'arw(}:](i)gh
1s that T have thewn the particular and linea’tl Qpe-

rations as they proc i
rydade y proceed, which was never done be-

For my part I have not chofe
: the comm i-
ous and ambiguous way of Writing, 1 fpeaﬁnitel::t

out

o 5D A

' out of any difefteem to the Ancients, whofe writ-

ings 1 efteem with the higheft veneration imagina-

" ble, next to Holy Wiit; but out of an Exercife,

Sympathy and Fellow-fecling with the painful and
laborious, for I have often faid in my {elf, that I
fhould never be able to fubfift in;thefe Indefatiga-
ble Labours, and to pafs through fo darkfome a

. Wood; and indeed do admire, when 1 look back,

how I have been upheld, but I wholly attribute it
to that Divine Arm, who hath hitherto fuftained
me in a Sea of Ditficulties. And it hath been one

. of my greateft griefs, that for many years 1 have

bad a perfeét knowledge of the Matter in General,

' yet have been to feek in joyning Symbolizing Na-

' tures together, and all this through the oblcurity

| of the Philofopher’s words, and their confounding
| their Operations together 3 but what fhall I fay, I
" muft conclude with Solomon; there is an appointed
" Seafon for all things under the Sunj for 1 now

plainly difcern, that this great Myftery here fpoken

L"’flfw of, may meafu:ably be gather’d out of Books, when

we come praétically and feelingly to underftand them.
" For which reafon 1 cannot choofe but Love and Ad-
mire the Philofophers. Admire them, when 1 con-
fider with what admirable Cunning and Artifice
they have wrapt up this fecret from the Unworthy;
Love them, wh=n I fee how plainly they have de-
lineated the fame to the Mafters of Art, whoalone
can receive the true and advantageous benefit of
their Writings; and upon this confideration, I do
not now admire, why there are fo many Books of
this fubjcét in the World, for fhould this method
be taken, there would be as much need of Writing
tothe end of Time, as if never any thing had been

. Written before, I mean for the Edificationof a Ty-

ro s therefore have they well faid, Labour, Pray
and Read, for one Book opens another, and true

- Adeptifts confefs,. that thus they have learnd di-

ftinét Operations from divers Authors. Read Phi-
lalethes and Philadelphia on this point.

G i i There-

d
it
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Therefore T may compare thefe renowned Men
to skillful Mafters in Science, who can with great
cunning, defend themfelves from cach others ftroaks,
yet at the fame time let each other underftand their
greac Skill and Ability in Weapons, (o that one in-
differently vers'd in the Art, dare not attack them :
€ven {o have the Philofophers done by their various
Expreffions and conning Artifice, having jwritten fo
as-to be plainly underftood by each other, yet at
the fame time veil'd it from the vulgar Pretenders.

_ But to return to the matter in hand, all the wife

Men began their foundation from the Roots or.

Ground-work, iz, from g Body; but feeing this
Body is the Philofopher’s Earth, it cannot be ac-
€ounted a light and frivoloys thing to underftand
it, for ’tis not a fimple Earth, bur ap ‘Earth that
hath the firft Unity of the four Elements in jt; and
by a diffolution of the firft Corporal Earth, and a
Coagulation through the purified Saits, and Sul-
Phurs of Nature; for here ( according to Artephi.
us ) the Artift muft put the bord g4 dry Bodies into the
sater once for ‘all, and then this Earth being from
thence form’d, is the Houfe and Habitation of the
Philofopher’s Sperms for the Sperm is one thing the
Seed another, the Earth is the Receptacle of the
Sperm, the warer of Seed : Flammel above al| others,
in his Hieroglyphics, hath given not only its Compo-
fition, but alfo the degrees of Heat requifit for its
Produétion, Pag, 58 and 64. fhewing it to be a Na-
tural Work, .- ' ‘
~ Therefore 1 fhail not {peak here of €xtraordinary
eneration, called in the Schools Equivocal, which
is 2 Birth produced only by Putrifation, without
an Original Specificating Seed, but of that proper-
ly call'd Univocal 3 for by the Seed of Metals, Me-
tals oniy are Generated, or elfe that Art, concern-
ing which fo many famous Philofophers. have writ-
ten, would be impoffible: But to Affert this, is not
only contradictory to Truth it felf, but alfoa giving
the diredt lye to their voluminous Works, fecing on
WYy R - the

(15) L
ly its verity a
: nd the Art hath not only it
‘ l:)?ﬁgti‘leit;l-ain Nature, but alfo on the .othe({ Egn ‘li)ze.
Pbtained by diligent fearch and labplg., and o
b ius hath already taken off all obje¢tions con b
:’rfg the Produétion of thi'sb Mlqcralb Spell;m;b:’ ;;ll
i our Elements beget tt, throug
.h;dfa;;;/!uribgffggd, and imagination of Nature f’: t]gte.rex;
-;orepl would have none to puta fa}l]fet (I:ml]]a ‘17': él?e4
3 thefe Writings, imagining, tha A
" gxg%nRef:reve conc‘e-m,ing vulgar Metals, for I deny

: imofiyy M4 itre, Salt, Vi-
% Mercury, Antimony, Marcafites, Nitre, ¥

2 -?rdi%rlc 63;,13 of Vegetables, Animals, or anNya(;;};?
thiné, that hath recei\lrfq Degi?;m:gglﬁn ol;l b f
even Snow, Dew and Rain-wati s g
- to my own lofs and damage, 2

B ,hi‘é?n;rglfgSigns,ywas forced to begin agaxr} ‘,r (;gi_c}
" and Silver only cxcept[c)ed,_ gl.u;h ferve us ,0_ Fer-
ion i o Projeétion.

; e\lilssigltonwlonuﬁ{d;zé havelr clearer delivered to you
- than the Truth without any Equivocation, ;)rh gdrzn;
" tal Refervation 3 concerning which verity Iy =3
" cloud of Witnefles on my: ﬁ_de, even the ;On)l;_ 5
Teftimony of all the true Philofophers. T .Ae}fe 0

" Waway with all your falfe Notions in Philofop y{,‘ ag
hallo with all falfe Books ( from whence mansy ui I
|Notions do arife ) written by fome upftart Nmtoaes
" Sellers, faife Pretenders, unexperienced fmf - aC ur .
. ‘Myfterious ways; away alfo with all aler 'mllll”
mentors on the Philofophers Writings, efpecia dy
*fuch who make it their livelihood to rob the dezll) d,
. and deftroy the living ; not valuing for felf-amF17
" tion fake how much money is exhaufted, andNa-
¥ milies ruin’d, by following fuch their frothy No-
W tions: Thefe are indeed fo far from unfolding or
conceiving the Myfterious ways of Nature, that
8 they write things repugnant to her very Laws,
~Thefe infiead of adorning, deftroy that living Tm-
- age, fo truly delineated by the Ancient Philofophers,
and difhonour their Writings, caufing them to be

them all, even Lead, Tin, Iron, Copper, common

il

4
a
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ill-fpoken of many times, efpecially by fich whofe |

lefles have made them perverfe. O vain Wretches,
may not" I properly apply to you the words of
Sandivogius, where Nature (feaks to the Alchy.

mift in his Treatife of Mercury, for your falfenefs S8

Jou deferve the Haltcr, equaliy as well as thofe who
reb on the High-way, tor of the two, you are the

greateft Thieves for I count it no lefs than Sacri- |

lege, to rob the dead of thole Honours due to
them, and without Repentance expeét an equal re-
ward. | '

I muft confefs, that when T have read fome of
thofe Commentors Works, I could not choo‘e but

bluth for fhame, to fce fuch confufed Proceffes, as |
if they would by their Heterogeneous Mixtures cre- |
ace a Sced, contrary to the exprefs Law of God |
and Nature, and the Genuine fence of true Phi- |
lofophers , which is but to Maturate and Ripen g

- that which God hath already in Nature created,
which I count lictle lefs than wiliful blindnefs or

perverfe ignorance, which deferves to be figma. | 2

tized rather than pittied.
For in this Work, from one Fountain

three diftinét parts, not only the Body mentiond,
but alfo Soul and Spirit, which is the threefold -
Mercury, and Summ Total, which by degrees is har- |}

den’d into a Metallick form, and afterwards by
long Decoftion into pure Metals 3 but feeing

fthall now
- lofophical Blood, which is a Medium of life between
Body and Spirit ; for thefe are the three Springs,

that teftify to the Artift the truth of his Proceed- |
ing, for what is call'd Body, Soul and Spirit is alfo |
called Water, Blood and Spirit; for all agree that
the Body is formed out of the Water, by a Body |
Spiritual and a Spirit Cerporal, mixing per Minima |
in a Sulphureous Earth, as the Artift will learn by |

the pratice of this Chapter, therefore fhall conclude
it, Ristsg 0>
- CHAP

proceed =

each of thefe parts require a diftint Chapter, I |
proceed to {peak concerning the Philo-

Cop Yy

CH P W

A Theophyfical Invefligation comcerning the
" Blood or Mineral Spivit, which is in the
'\ Philofophical Principles of Sol, Lune and
= Mercury.

i
\ ®Y~His Blood is of fo great confequence to be un-

derftood, and its Preparation, that without a
rfeft knowledge thereof, -there can be no Progrefs
lade in the Philofophical Work 3 and as in Forma-
fion of the Body the Acetum is the ficft Menfiruum,
0 here Elixir is the fecond, and Azuth is the third
and perfeét one, which are the three Fires, by which
the work is carried on to its predeftinated end, and

are called the keys of the fecret Science, two of which,
th Ripley, are fuperficial, and the third is Effential
80 Sun and Meon 5 now Philalethes fays, that the [u-
ficial are the Water and the Blood 3 for that the

Paflive Principles of the Philofbphical Mercury, by

u}

this altive Effence, which is a fire and Sol volarile,
are digefted and ripen’d into Lune and Sof, at the
ailofophers pleafure,

- " Therefore Experience fhews that Philalethes hath
- teftifyed the Truth, where he faith, There are in our
 Mercury shree Mercusial Subftarces, which may well be
- @alld Menftrues, the one the more grofs part ( which
00 it be a Water, yet it being the moft palpable part,
1d vifible, may be termed the Body of the Water ) the
e is a Fiery form, which is the Blood of Cadmus;
is is a real invifible form, which is effensially and for-
ally Sol volatile: The fecond is the mean Soul; which
$hilofopbers wirthout Equivocarion call Saturn's Child
be middle fubflance of thefe ehree is made into ome
vonderful Mercury, which bath net its like v the world,
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Artift can make it: He alfo fhews, how it is thus

Durified, viz. by the help of Nature, art joyning
Confanguinity with Confanguinity ; the knowlege of |
this is the hidden Key of the whole Art, for faith

Philaethes, Learn 10 know this Green Lyon, and s

reparation, which is all in al} in the Arts it is the on-

Iy Knov, unty it, and you are s good as a Mafter 5 for

Swbatever then remains is but to know the ontward Re-

‘gimen of Fire, for to help on Nature’s Internal Work 3

therefore 1 defire my Reader, very ‘cautioufly to

pbferve this Point, not only in the right Formation |
of the Body, and to beware of all Corrofives, but
alfo in the right Separation of the Blood, and to
bevrare of all violence ; for we fee the Husbandman

fows his Grain or Seed, but ’tis the Sprout only that

produces the Herb, which at firft is fcarce difcerna~

(18)

And in another place he faith, That their diffolving
Warer flows from 1hree Springs, one is a common Well
at which all draw, and of which water wmany ufe s this
Well bath in ir a Sasurnine Droffinefs, which makes the
Waters unufcful y thefe frigid fuperfluities are purged by
two other Springs, through which the water of this Well
is artificially caufed vo rim. Thefe Springs make but one
Well, whofe Wasers appear dry, the bumidity being feal-
ed; the Well it felf is furrounded with an Arfenical Wall,
_the (limy botrom abounds with the firft Ens of Mineral
- Salt and Sulpbur [ which is the Body and Blood | which
Acuase the Water of the firlt Well, whofe primary quali. §
1.is coldnefs 5 being thus Acuated, it becomes fo power.
- ful ¢ Menftruum, and (o pleafart 1o the Metais, that|
for drs peculiar virtue is is chofen for to be the Bath of

the Sun and NMoon, 4 ;
Of thefe three Springs the Blood muft now be "blc, and therefore if taken ouf from its Grain or
' " MRoot, *twill die in a moment ; for which reafon the

confidered, forthat is the Middle Nature between & : fo Tovom O

the Body and the Spirit 3 for according to Scripture, {1% forefaid 'Au:tghgr‘ f?‘f’}” The w,l;g] Z L ’;Z-"’b J Etb tlh 1

the Blood is the Life, that is to fay, the lifeis in it, as [ WS M ative Spirit 1S fearce 4 woird pars of ibe whole
fe, y, the lifeis in it, as| & be reft is of no value, and that the dregs of the Bod}

in its proper vehicle, and there ’tis nourifhed and’ & :
maintained : Now the Philofophers have diftinguifh- F " off with the dregs of _the prepared Mercury, and
"Wghat the Spiritual part or virtue of the Body doth purge

ed two Bloods, fc. the fixed Blood of the Re on, (K : 0 Ry \ * R i
T uvﬁxed’Bloo d of fbe e L{(on. vﬁligthyl?:; R nd purify the Matrix of thc Water in which *iis fown,
' often joyns for as Bafil Valentine faith, they bave their B ¢ Ccrcrative wgy berween Male and Female. of the
' Origingl from one Confanguinity , amongft all thefe| " kind, bevwixt which there is a fermeniasive vir-

three Springs, there is nothing unclean, but that | hith el et foar which 0, R AR o i

they call the Green Lyon, or the Inftrument that na- k. AR LR R R e P i B

turally inclines the Body to putrify, and ( as Phile-| M. “Isb.‘md. Animals, nor 15 the work ever out of kind.

erber: fags ). is tho oty Grave of i€ @t i calld. By dricphins 1lnt1ma_tes the very fame Operation, where
fome Philofophers Aqia Farida, and by fome Mortis| je fales, gae-Boa{yCoagulate; the Water imo drynefs ous

Immundities, which uncleannefs is impoffible to be fe-| 85 tpe Bof] > 4l ane as Runner doth Cheefe s therefore

o 5y P e . i g ~do they ay% tshe E:arth is the Receptacle of Sperm,

ver ; but Nature muft here contribute her_aid, by R 3 wa_ter of Seed; \_{'eek the knowl;dgc of this on,ly,

its being removed from its Matrix of Eafih. and R rejoyce in it, asin a d.cfervedly mvaluable*T_reag
fown in its Matrix of Airy by which A&ion and Re- 0%, re,d i} nlsi g et VR DRt D S

action they purify each other, fo- produce a Bud, g‘l ﬁr'ld;}é Agss 0 e World, alononEt it o

Bloffom, and ‘Flower, different from either Roof 5 S ‘o'\lvnthels ; ancll) ;;_e;fe& cantracictions B by

therefore he afterwardsadds, that it is not in itsown Water an(cieA‘ca:l bc a;)d T .fown fn the ey,

Nature unclean, but made pure, as the Art of the MY 8¢ thY CXPECCRERCRY mggn:ﬁ;

Artift
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conicile this difficulty, for that I will not, nor dare
not fpeak plainer. I fhall only add, that life, 3
’tis an invifible thing, contained in the Blood, as ij
its Veffel, is as in Infants, very tender and weak
and eafy to be extinguifhed 3 but if carefully nou.
rifhed, it fucceffively grows ftronger and ftronger,
from Babes to young Men, and from thence to firong
and perfet years, therefore in the Philofophick work|
*tis a fucceflive Animation by Eagles, which the So.
phi have affigned from three to ten; three is the
leaft you may dare to open your Veffcl at, for it
muft firft be able to withftand the Fire and Water, |
therefore Philalethes faith, the Veflel muft not bel
open’d, nor the Fire go out from the 10th. of 0.}
'bcr to the 10th. of March 3 but 1 fay ’tis far better if
it remains till the 1orh. of Fuly. What is to be un-"
derftood by breaking the Vefiel, or letting the fire |
go out, I have plainly (hewn in my Gencral Epiftle,[

therefore need not to recite it here ; this Operation|

is that which Ejpagenus inrimates, where he faies,
Thae the winged Virgin, excellertly well wafbed, and|

Zmpregnated with the Spiritual Seed of the firft Male, b
whofe checks are flained with the Colour of aﬁ I’omgr‘: g

nate, muft be joyned to ske [econd Male, by whofe Corpo. |

1 72l Seed [he is made fully to be conceive ; this fame |
" truth is alfo hinted Flammel in his Summary, Mer- |
cury muft be taken out of his Neft, and tranfplanted 1
- mearer the Sun, where be wiil grow miore in one day, than
in & thoufind elfewhere 5 the praélice is plainly inti- |

mated by _Artephius, thus : Our Mercury is drawn |

i
Bt
U
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from izs witriolick Caverrs, and a little farther tells
you, ’‘tis drawn from a rcd Servant, But this b?:ing
fbe Work of the fucceeding Chapters, I fhall omit |
it here. and fupply what is defeétive for the com-
pleing this Chapter, which is to let the Reader |
know, that 'tis not the outward Veflel, or outward
Fire, that Dhilslethes means, which T will plainly '.;
fhow, by confronting againt him an. Author, as

Learned as himfelf, viz. that famous Willis in his
| Search

1n

)

orch of Caufes, page 73. where he fpeaks of the

/ fnemqug;ix,l,aﬁd the . Modus of ripening the

ed, He fays we find, thar though fome part of the

Aatter exhale, and fly tbrqugb the opennefs of the

Qatrice, yet that which r:emznetb may be brought af-

ermards 1o bis full fpecifical Perfeition, if the Ma~

vice be clofed again 3 and this is 4 good and obfer-

ble ground to inveftigate the truc Seed of all Me-

als, the manmer of Ripening them, their Generation,

Regencrasion and Exuberariony alfo to confirm the

Dodrine of Homogeneity of thar which is moft per-

3 in the Mesalline Predicament s alfs of the

ymbolizing of the Corporal Metalline Elements be-
pre [poken of 5 being underfioed this is 4 Key 0-
ening she Door of many Myfical Vefries 21 Hermes
emple. And fo we fee, that it is impoffible for
ny thing to attain Natural Perfeétion more than
 ‘hath, without Natural Motion, fuch as Nature
feth in Generation and Augmentation; therefore
0 all times, and in all matters, the cautions here
delivered muft be carefully obferved, that the Seed
may be brought to fuch motion, and be enabled
0 receive the Benefit of fuch Natural Exalta-
jon.

Now this Motion and Exaltation is not to be
ffeéted, without you underftand the Office of Na-
ure in all the Seafons of the Year, from the /7eft
D the North, and thence to the Eaff, and laftly
p to the Souths or from the Autumn to the
inter, and thence to the Spring, and laftly to
he Summer. For in Autumn the Seed is fown
A the Earth, in the Winter it doth digeft and
utrify, and in the Spring it buds forth Stalks,
Jerbs and Flowers, and in the Summer ’tis ripe
nd gathered § therefore let the Circulation be
entle, not only in the Formation of the Body,

nd Female; the Male is Sulphur, or the fixed

Pragon, the veflel of Earth and Receptacle of
2 Sperm 3

alfo -in the Union .of the two Dragons, Male
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coricile this difficulty, for that T will not, nor dare

not fpeak lFlamer I (hall odly add, thar life, as

’tis an invifible thing, contained in the Blood, as in
its Veflel, is as in Infants, very tender and weak,
and eafy to be extinguifhed ; but if carefully nou-
rifhed, it fucceffively grows fironger and ftronger,
from Babes to young M=n, and from thence to firc
and perfeét years, therefore in the Philofophick wo?'i
’tis a (ucceflive Animation by Eagles, which the Soe
ﬁhavc afligned from three to ten; three is the
ft you may dare to open your Veflcl at, for it
muft firk be able to withftan! the Fire and Water,
thecefore Philaletbes faith, the Veflcl muft not be
open’d, nor the Fire go out from the 10th, of 0do-
ber to the 10th. of Morch ; but I fay 'tis far better if
it remains till the 1orh. of Fuly. What isto be un-
derftood by breaking the Vefiel, or letting the fire
go out, I have plainly (hewn in my Gencrd Epiflle,
therefore need not to recite it here ; this Operation
is that which Epagenus inrimatec, where he faies,
?30 the winged Virgin, excellotly well wafbed, and
impregnared with the Spiritual Seed of the firft Male,
whofe checks are flained with the Colour of a Pomgra-
nate, muft be joyned to the [2cond Male, by whofe Corpo-
74l Seed [be is made fully 10 be concetve; this fame
truth is alfo hinted Flammel in his Summary, Mer-
cury muft be taken out of bis Nefi, and ranfplined
nearer the Sun, where be wiil grow more in one day, than
in & thoufmmd elfewbere 3 the pratlice is plainly intie
matcgi y Artephius, thus : Owr Mercury is dravnm
from irs witriolick Caverrs, and a little farther tells
you, 'tis drawn from a red Servent,  But this being
the Work of the focceeding Chapters, I (hall omit
it here. and fopply what is dcfcgive for the com-
leing this Chapter, which is to let the Reader
ow, that 'tis not the outward Veflel, or outward

search of Caufes, page 73. where he f{peaks of the
Mincra‘lfMatrix, and the Modus of ripening the
Seed. He fuys we find, that though [ome part of she
Matser exbale, and fly tbrough the efs of the
Matrice, yet that which remaineth may be lmu?c af-
sermards to bis full fpecifical Perfedtion, if wbe Ma-
grice be clofed again 3 and sbis is & good and objer-
eble grownd to inveftigase the truc Seed of all Me-
tals, the momer of Ripening them, vheir Gemeratiom,
Regeneration and Exuberation alfo to confirm the
Dodlrine of Homageneity of that which is moft per-
fed in the Mesalline Predicament § alfo of the
Symbolizirg of the Corporal Metalline Elements be-
fo’re [poken of 5 beimg underfiood this 15 a Key 0=
Daoor of many Mjpicd Vefiries 1n Herme’s
Temple, And fo we fee, that it is impoffible for
any thing to attain Natural Perfeétion more than
it hath, without Natural Motion, fuch as Nature
ufeth in Generation and Augmentation; therefore
in all times, and in a!l matters, the cautions here
delivered muft be carefully obferved, that the Seed
may be brought to fuch motion, and be enabled
to receive the Benefic of fuch Natural Exalta-
tion.
, Now this Motion and Exaltation is not to be
effeéted, without you underftand the Office of Na-
ture in all the Seafons of the Year, from the Weft
to the North, and thence to the Eaft, and laftly
up to the Sowth; or from the Autumn to the
Winter, and thence to the Spring, and laftly to
the Summer. For in Autumn the Seed is fown
in the Earth, in the Winter it doth digeft and
trify, and in the Spring it buds forth Stalks,
erbs and Flowers, and in the Summer ’tis Ti
and gathered ; therefore let the Circulation

tle, not only in the Formation of the Body,

Fice, that Pbilgethes means, which I will plainly

fhow, by confronting againft him an.Author, as

Learned as himfelf, vi;. that famous Willis in'g |
S

alfo in the Union of the two Dragons, Male
and Female; the Male is Sulphur, or the fixed
Dragon, the veflel of Earth and Reccptacle of
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Sperm 3 the Female is Argent vive born up in
the Wind, the veflel of Air animiated with the
hrft Male Sulphur, and thercfore the Receptacle
of Seed. There muft be time and place there-
fore given, both for the Formation and Diffolu-
tion of this Body; for as it' Congeals drop by
drop, fo doth it diffolve drop by drop again; in
which Aétion and Work of the Elixir, there will
appear blacknefs conjoyned with Moifture, uncétu-

ous and fufible in melting, and more than Wa-

ter, for in this Elixir the Latoval Body of Earth
is hidden, which will again Congeal it felf, and
at laft Calcine it felf into Dufts thus in the two-
fold veffe] doth this wheel about from Earth to
Heaven, from Heaven to Earth again, by which
is manifeftly feen Mercury’s Growth and Office of
his Caducean Rod; but this being more clear in
practice, 1 fhall proceed to that in the following
Chapter. |

- be placed in its proper Matrixs for by this alone,
Pl C
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CHAP V.

Containing fome Pra&ical Rules to be obfer-

ved in the Body's Formation and Exalta-

t1on.

HAving in the former Chapters delivered many
hitherto undifcover’d Myfteries, for the bene-
fit of the fincere Inquirer, even fuch things as have
been hid in this Art from the Foundation of the
World, and fpoken that which many of the Philo-
fophers have not dared to do to their own Chil-
dren for fear of being expofed, I fhall come with
the fame Candidnefs as to Praétice 5 therefore fhall
ftate this for an infallible Aphorifin, fc. Thar every
thing generated or begotien, is generared or born of its
own fpecifick Seed, and in its proper Matrix,

The Matrix may in one fenfe be faid to be Cor-
poral, as being the Element of Earth § but the Seed
in the firft intention of Nature, wholly Spiritual,
being a Subtil, Unétuous, Spermatick vapour, which
never can be multiplied without Attra&ion of a
proper Nutriment, which is a living Body, endued
with Prolifick and Multiplicative Power, agreeable
to the intention of the Seed § for in fiuch Homoges
neous Principles the Body is not only foftnéd and
ftrengthened, fo as to be the trie Womb and Ma-
trix, for the bringing forth the moft perfeét Mi-
nerals 3 but alfo the Spirit is fo exalted, as to be a<
ble to propagate and multiply in'its own kind. The
difference between the Body and Seed Sandivogisg
hath in his twelve Treatifes learnedly deflcribed,
therefore needle(s here to repeatit. -

Again, the Seed muft both by Nature and Art

the
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is nourifhed through Death and Regeneratioi
?olcas?jgm more Noble, according to-that undoubted
Truth and Doétriae of our Blefled Saviour, conceg;l-
ing a grain of Wheat, Foh, 12. 24. Verily, veri {,
I fay umio you, exept a Grain of Wheat_ fall zbn '”;
ground and die, it abides_alene but .zf it die, 1t rz?%
forth much fruir. So that from hence we may ealily
sather, that nothing can be Animated and b?rf? a=
gain, unlefs it firft fuffer Mortification, Putrifac 1?n
and Corruption, by which diffolution and a nflore }(:f
cret and noble change is brought about ; tor tL e
Central Virtue i¢ thereby extraéted ‘ande fet at Li-
berty, and is capacitated to become either Spth or
Body, as the Artift pleafes. Now neither ttﬁz a-
trix nor Seed can be exalted, without it be ftreng.
thened and affifted by a Salt of its own Nature,
diffolved in a convenient Liquor, that is, its owil
pure vitriolick Salt united with the inferiocr Waters
and Lunar Sulphur, and then by Art fublimed and
urified 3 for this is the Watry Leffas, which umteg
with the Watry Semingl, whence Vegetation and
Germination come, for it readily unites with an
firengthens the Seed, by the affiftance of a genttlje
Bath, Pepetrating, Analizing and Rarifying the fub-
france thereof, that fo the mcluded’Spmt may, out
of its fubje@ Matter, form a convenient Habitan;_)n
and Body for it felf and alfo the Blood 3 for vBaﬁl a-
Jentine, that learncd Philofopher, plainly fhews you,

" That the fixed Blood of the Red Lyon bath its Origi-

a4l from the unfixed Blood of the Green Lyon, there-
. re pear of Nin.
ﬁ‘rgigﬁeaby thcwfay{,Q it may be obfervgd,’tpa} thex:g
is no vifible or permanent Body be;forc_txs” cclntm
by Art and Natures and without t'hxs Body an thrxuc
soyl. the feed can never perform its Office mH a-
tural Propagation and Seminal Multxphca%m.M e;;;;;
Bafil is to be underftood, where he faysd, da_t M ‘t,;
and Minerals, mufe be diffolved and reduced again
their firt matter by Minerals 5 this m}lﬁ not e gu}:
of kind, for if fo, you may expett a Monfter : Fo

the :
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the fubtil Seed will not mix with any thing out of
its own Latitude, that is to be underfiood, with
rofit to the Artift; for as Bsfil faith in his eighth
ey, {peaking of Putrifation, No Meralline Seed ,
can Operate or Augment it felf, unlefs this Metaliine
Seed by it felf only, wirhour any firange addition or mix-
ture, be brought vo Purrifadlion, that is only by the
Salt and Sulphur in kind ; for Salt prepares the Sul- |

hur, and Salt and Sulphur qualifies Mercury, and
form the Body, and bring it alfo to Vegetation, fo
that this Saline Liquor or Medizm is that, by which
the Salt doth by its diflolving and fearching "Nature
enter into, and open the moft intricate and inmoft
Recefles of the Seed, and that only ds the Humour
or Liquorisby a due degree of Heat rarified and
provoked thereunto j then alfo is the Salt in it at-
tenuated and rendered fit to pafs into, and open the
moft compacted Body of the Seed, there firring up
and inciting to vegetation a<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>