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Dear Sir, ' o

In answer to your letter of 18th January 1957 here is a letter
of the foundation for historical research of the papermaking
of the Netherlands: . ' : ' - b fei

Personally I am of opinion, that the possibility of dating
watermarks is very small, because there are numerous uncertain
facts concerned. In any case it is necessary in order to come -
to a possible date to have a large quantity of material to make
a comparison (that is to say dated watermark designs) which,
however, for the "Zaanstreek" are still wanting. Therefore the .
following data ought to be manipulated with preat care. 8-
The watermark represents the French Lily (Fleur de Lis) a since
many ages beloved watermark which was manufactured in almost

all European countries. With some Dutch manufacturers, mainly ;
the family Honig, the bottommost flourish on the escutcheon was
in the long run drawn wrong to a bell-shaped appendix; perhaps
the modeller inftended a bee-hive with this as a hint at the name
Honig (honing = honey)s . ' s

The figure I V is no fisure, but consists of the initials I and
V of Jean Villedary a famous French papermaker and his namesake
Jean Villedary in the neighbourhood of Hattem (a villaze near
the river IJsel). Only a small quantity of all the paper with
the initials I V originates with Villedarys The initials I V
have soon become a notion of quality. : :

The namg of C and I Honig' leaves two interpretations: Cornelis
and Jan'Honig who from 1710/1712 - 1738 worked with the "Bijkorf"
and the "Veenboer", or Cornelis and Jacob Honig who from 1738 .
till 1740 worked with "De Veenboer" and "Het Herderskind". The"
latter is the most probable because the bell-shaped appendix

on the escutcheon has not been observed before 1738.
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‘Messre.”MQ Innes,
' Londons ECsls
ENGLAND.

If we should think of Cornells and Jacob Honig, a comparison
with material of our own archives leads us to presume that
the year of manufacture is nearer to 1770 than to 1740.

Unfortunatily, however, there is a third possibility. The
firm of Cornelis and Jacob Honig was succeeded by the firm

of Cornelis and Arend Breet, which obtained the right of
marking paper with the name of C and J Honig. They “did use
this n?cht (some paper, however, with the name of C and J
Honig Breet). In 1838 this firm also bought "De Herder". Its
last property, "The Veenboer" was pulled down not before 1879,
This considered the paper may be very younge In the 19th
century, however, the I V seems to have got out of fashions. -

As is said it is out of question that on the basis of one - ~
watermark the year of manufacture may be well estimated. |
However, it seems most likely to me that we'll have to put it ‘

a short time before 1770. :
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Sincerely yours,

L koo pigned He: Voorn, Dirs

We .hope we have served you by. thls¢ ;
With klndest regards, e | ' ' . '
: s e ' Slncerely yours,
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