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INTRODUCTION xi

imposture. Calef wrote a rational account of the events
of these two years, 1692 and 1693, exposing the delusion,
and controverting the opinions of the two Mathers on the -
subject of witchcraft, which was published under the title of
““ More Wonders of the Invisible World ; or the Wonders
of the Imvisible world displayed in five parts. An Account
of the Sufferings of Margaret Rule collected by Robert
Calef, merchant of Boston in New England.” The par-
tisans of the Mathers displayed their hostility to this book
by publicly burning it ; and the Mathers themselves kept
up the feeling so strongly that years afterwards, when
Samuel Mather, the son of Cotton, wrote his father’s life,
he says sneeringly of Calef: ¢There was a certain dis-
believer in Witcheraft who wrote against this book ” (his
father’s ¢ Wonders of the Invisible World’), “but as the
man is dead, his book died long before him.” Calef died
in 1720.

The witchcraft delusion had, however, been sufficiently
dispelled to prevent the recurrence of any other such per-
secutions ; and those who still insisted on their truth were
restrained to the comparatively harmless publication and
defence of their opinions. The people of Salem were
humbled and repentant. They deserted their minister,
Mr. Paris, with whom the persecution had begun, and
were not satisfied until they had driven him away from the
place. Their remorse continued through several years,
and most of the people concerned in the judicial proceed-
ings proclaimed their regret. The jurors signed a paper
expressing their repentance, and pleading that they had
laboured under a delusion. What ought to have been con-
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THE AUTHOR’S DEFENCE. 5

as far as one of my darkness, can comprehend such a Work
of Darkness. 1 may add, that I have herein also aimed
at the Information and Satisfaction of Good Men in another
Country, a thousand Leagues off, where I have, it may
be, more, or however, more considerable Friends, than in
my own: And I do what I can to have that Country, now,
a8 well as always, in the best Terms with my own. But
while I am doing these things, I have been driven a little
to do something likewise for myself; I mean, by taking
off the false Reports, and hard Censures about my Opinion
in these Matters, the Parter’s Portions which my pursust
of Peace has procured me among the Keen. My hitherto
unvaried Thoughts are here published ; and I believe, they
will be owned by most of the Ministers of God in these
Colonies; nor can amends be well made me, for the wrong
done me, by other sorts of Representations.

In fine: For the Dogmatical part of my Discourse, I
want no Defence; for the Historical part of it, I have a
very Great One; the Lieutenant-Governour of New-.
England having perused it, has done me the Honour of
giving me a Shield, under the Umbrage whereof I now
dare to walk abroad.
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it such your clear discerning of Divine Providences and
Periods, now running on apace towards their Glorious
Issues 1n the World ; and finally, such your good News
of The Shortness of the Devil’s Time, tkat all Good Men
must needs desire, the making of this your Discourse
publick to the World ; and will greatly rejoyce, that the
Spirit of the Lord %as thus enabled you to lift up a Stan-
dard against the Infernal Enemy, that hath been coming
in like a Flood upon us. [ do therefore make it my par-
ticular and earnest Request unto you, that as soon as may
be, you will commait the same unto the Press accordingly.
I am,

Your assured Friend,

WILLIAM STOUGHTON.




































ENCOUNTERED. - 19

Persons to,beunwittingly attended with officious Demons,
bequeathed unto them, and impos’d upon them, by Relations
that have been Wrtches. Qucery, also, Whether at a Time,
when the . Devil with his Witches are engag’d in a War
upon & people, some certain steps of ours, in such a War,
may not be follow’d with our appearing o and so for a
while among them in the Visions of our afflicted Forloms/
And, Who can certainly say, what other Degrees or Me-
thods of sinning, besides that of a Diabolical Compact, may
give the Devils advantage to act in the Shape of them
that have miscarried? Besides what may happen for a
while, to try the Patience of the Vertuous. May not some
that have been ready upon feeble grounds uncharitably to
Censure and Reproach other people, be punished for it
by Spectres for a while exposing them to Censure and
Reproach? And furthermore, I pray, that it may be con-
sidered, Whether a World of Magical Tricks often used
in the World, may not insensibly oblige Dewils to wait
upon the Superstitious Users of them. A Witty Writer
against Sadducism has this Observation, That persons
who never made any express Contract with Adpostate
Sprrits, yet may Act strange Things by Diabolick Aids,
which they procure by the use of those wicked Forms
and Arts, that the Devil first imparted unto his Con-
federates. And he adds, #We know not but the Laws of
the Dark Kingdom may Enjoyn a particular Attendance
upon all those that practice their Mysteries, whether they
Jnow them to be theirs or no. Some of them that have
been cry’d out upon a imploying Ewvil Speirits to hurt our
Land, have been known to be most bloody Fortune-Tellers,




































ENCOUNTERED. 31

VIIL. Some add this for a Presumption: If the Party
suspected be found to have the Devil's mark ; for vt 18 com-
monly thought, when the Devil makes kis Covenamt with
them, ke alwaies leaves his mark behind them, whereby he
knows them for his own.—a mark whereof no evident
Reason in Nature can be given.

VIIL. Lastly, If the party examined be Unconstant, or
contrary to himself, in his deliberate Answers, vt argueth
a Gualty Conscience, which stops the freedom of Utterance.
And yet there are causes of Astonishment, which may befal
the Good, as well as the Bad.

IX. But then there s a Conviction, discovering the
Witch, whick must proceed from just and sufficient proofs,
and not from bare presumptions.

X. Secratching of the suspected party, and Recovery
thereupon, with several other such weak Proofs ; as also,
the fleeting of the suspected Party, thrown upon the Water ;
these Proofs are so far from being sufficient, that some of
them are, after a sort, practices of Witcheraft.

XI. The Testimony of some Wizeard, tho’ offering to
shew the Witches Face in a Glass : This, I grant, may be
a good Presumption, to cause a strait Examination ; but
a sufficient Proof of Conviction it cannot be. If the Dewml
tell the Grand Jury, that the person tn question 1s a Wetch,
and offers withal to confirm the same by Oath, should the
Iniquest recetve his Oath or Accusation to condemn the man?
Assuredly no. And yet, that 18 as muck as the Testimony
of another Wizzard, who only by the Devil’s help reveals
the Witch.

XII. If a man, being dangerously sick, and like to dye,






ENCOUNTERED. 33

that peremptorily, raised Tempests, caused the Form of a
dead man to appear,; it proveth sufficiently, that he or she
ts @ Witch, This is the Substance of Mr, Perkins.

¢ Take next the Sum of Mr. Gaules Judgment about the
¢ Detection of Witches. 1. Some Tokens for the Trial of
¢ Witches, are altogether unwarrantable. Such are the
‘old Paganish Sign, the Witches Long Eyes; the Tra-
¢ dition of Witches not weeping ; the casting of the Witch
‘into the Water, with Thumbs and Toes ty’d a-cross.
¢ And many more such Marks, which if they are to know
¢a Witch by, certainly ’tis no other Witch, but the User
‘of them. 2. There are some Tokens for the Trial of
¢ Witches, more probable, and yet not so certain as to
¢ afford Conviction. Such are strong and long Suspicion:
¢ Suspected Ancestors, some appearance of Fact, the Corps
¢ bleeding upon the Witches touch, the Testimony of the
¢ Party bewitched, the supposed Witches unusual Bodily
‘marks, the Witches usual Cursing and Banning, the
¢ Witches lewd and naughty kind of Life. 3. Some Signs
¢ there are of a Witch, more certain and infallible. As,
¢ firstly, Declining of Judicature, or faultering, faulty,
¢ unconstant, and contrary Answers, upon judicial and de-
¢ liberate examination. Secondly, When upon due Enquiry
‘into a person’s Faith and Manners, there are found all
¢ or most of the Causes which produce Witcheraft, namely,
¢ God forsaking, Satan invading, particular Se¢ns disposing ;
‘and lastly, a compact compleating all. Zherdly, The
¢ Witches free Confession, together with full Evidence of

D
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Judicious Bernard of Batcomb, who in his Guide to grand
Jurymen, after he has mention’d several things that are
shrewd Presumptions of a Witch, proceeds to such things
as are the Convictions of such an one. And he says, ‘4
. “witch in league with the Devil is convicted by these Evi-
“dences ; 1. By a witches Mark ; which is upon the
¢ Baser sort of Witches; and this, by the Devils either
¢ Sucking or Touching of them. Tertullian says, It is the
¢ Dewils custome to mark his. And note, That this mark
¢i8 Insensible, and being prick’d it will not Bleed. Some
¢ times, its like a Teate ; sometimes but a Blewrish Spot ;
‘sometimes a Red one; and sometimes the flesh Sunk :
‘but the Witches do sometimes cover them. II. By the
¢ Witches Words. As when they have been heard calling
¢ on, speaking to, or Talking of their Familiars ; or, when
¢ they have been heard Z'elling of Hurt they have done to
‘man or beast: Or when they have been heard Threatning
‘of such Hurt ; Orif they have been heard Relating their
¢ Transportations. III. By the Witches Deeds. As
‘ when they have been seen with their Spirits, or seen se-
‘cretly Feeding any of their Jmps. Or, when there can
‘be found their Pictures, Poppets, and other Hellish Com-
¢positions, IV. By the Witches Extasies: With the
‘Delight whereof, Witches are so taken, that they will
‘hardly conceal the same: Or, however at some time or
¢other, they may be found in them., V. By one or more
¢ Fellow-Witches, Confessing their own Witchceraft, and
‘bearing Witness against others ; if they can make good
‘the Truth of their Witness, and give sufficient proof of it.
¢ As, that they have seen them with their Spirits, or, that
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And now, O Thou Hope of New-England, and the
Saviour thereof in the Time of Trouble,; Do thou look
mercifully down upon us, & Rescue us, out of the Trouble
which at this time do’s threaten to swallow us up. Let
Satan be shortly bruised under our Feet, and Let the
Covenanted Vassals of Satan, which have Traiterously
brought him in upon us, be Gloriously Conquered, by thy
Powerful and Gracious Presence tn the midst of us. Abhor
us not, O God, but cleanse us, but heal us, but save us, for
the sake of thy Glory. Enwrapped in our Salvations.
By thy Spirit, Lift up a standard against owr infernal
adversaries, Let us quickly find thee making of us glad,
according to the Days wherein we have been afflicted.
Accept of all our Endeavours to glorifiy thee, tn the Fires
that are upon us; and among the rest, Let these my poor
and weak essays, composed with what Years, what Cares,
what Prayers, thou only knowest, not want the Acceptance
of the Lord.
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having great Wrath ; but it has also a bright side, when
it assures us, that, He has but a short ttme, Unto the
Contemplation of both, I do this Day Invite you.

We have in our Hands a Letter from our Ascended
Lord in Heaven, to Advise us of his being still alive, and
of his Purpose e’re long, to give us a Visit, wherein we
shall see our Living Redeemer, stand at the latter day upon
the Earth. °'Tis the last Advice that we have had from
Heaven, for now sixteen Hundred years ; and the scope of
it, is, to represent how the Lord Jesus Christ having begun
to set up his Kingdom in the World, by the preaching of
the Gospel, he would from time to time utterly break to
pieces all Powers that should make Head against it, until,
The Kingdoms of this World are become the Kingdomes
of our Lord, and of his Christ,and he shall Reign for ever
and ever. ’'Tis a Commentary on what had been written
by Daniel, about, The fourth Monarchy ; with some
Touches upon, The Fifth ; wherein, The greatness of the
Kingdom under the whole Heaven, shall be given to the
people of the Saints of the most High : And altho’ it have,
as ’tis expressed by one of the Ancients, Tot Sacramenta
quot verba, a Mystery in every Syllable, yet it is not alto-
gether to be neglected with such a Despair, as that, J
cannot Read, for the Book is Sealed. It is a REVELATION,
and a singular, and notable Blessing is pronounc’d upon
them that humbly study it.

The Divine Oracles, have with a most admirable Artifice
and Carefulness, drawn, as the very pious Beverley, has la-
boriously Evinced, an exact LINE oF TIME, from the first
Sabbath at the Creation of the World, unto the great Sab-
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‘What is that? We have a Definition of the Monster, in
Eph. 6. 12. A Spiritual Wickedness, that is, 4 wicked
Sperit. A Devil is a Fallen Angel, an Angel Fallen from
the Fear and Love of God, and from all Celestial Glories ;
but Fallen to all manner of Wretchedness and Cursedness.
He was once in that Order of Heavenly Creatures, which
God in the Beginning made Minestering Spirits, for his
own peculiar Service and Honour, in the management of
the Universe; but we may now write that Epitaph upon
him, How art thou fallen from Heaven ! thou hast said in
thine Heart, I will Exalt my Throne above the Stars of
God ; but thou art brought down to Hell/ A Devil is a
Spiritual and Rational Substance, by his Apostacy from
God, inclined unto all that is Vicious, and for that Apostacy
confined unto the Atmosphere of this Earth, ¢n Chains
under Darkness, unto the Judgment of the Great Day.
This is a Devil,; and the Exzperience of Mankind as well
a8 the T'estimony of Scripture, does abundantly prove the
Existence of such a Devil.

About this Dewil, there are many things, whereof we
may reasonably and profitably be Inquisitive; such things,
I mean, as are in our Bibles Reveal’d unto us; according
to which if we do not speak, on so dark a Subject, but
according to our own uncertain, and perhaps humoursome
Conjectures, There 18 no Light tn us. 1 will carry you
with me, but unto one Paragraph of the Bible, to be in-
formed of three Things, relating to the Dewil, ’tis the
Story of the Gadaren Energumen, in the fifth Chapter of
Mark.

First, then, 'Tis to be granted ; the Devils are so many,
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the power of the Air: Our Asr has & power f or an Army
of Devils in the High Places of it ; and these Devils have
a Prince over them, who is King over the Children of
Pride. 'Tis probable, That the Devil, who was the Ring-
leader of that mutinous and rebellious Crew, which first
shook off the Authority of God, is now the General of those
Hellish Armies ; Our Lord, that Conquered him, has told
us the Name of him ; ’tis Belzebub ; ’tis he that is the
Devil, and the rest are ks Angels, or his Souldiers. Think
on vast Regiments of cruel and bloody French Dragoons,
with an Intendant over them, overrunning a pillaged
Neighbourhood, and you will think a little, what the Con-
stitution among the Dewils is.

Thirdly, ’tis to be supposed, that some Devils are more
peculiarly Commassion’d, and perhaps Qualify’d, for some
Countries, while others are for others, This is intimated
when in Mar. 5. 10. The Devils desought our Lord much,
that he would not send them away out of the Countrey.
‘Why was that 7 But in all probability, because these Devils
were more able to do the works of the Dewtl, in such a
Countrey, than in another. It is not likely that every
Devil does know every Language ; or that every Devil can
do every Muschief. ’Tis possible, that the Experience, or,
if I may call it so, the Education of all Devils is not alike,
and that there may be some difference in their 4 bilities.
If one might make an Inference from what the Devils do,
to what they are, One cannot forbear dreaming, that there
are degrees of Devils, Who can allow, that such Trifling
Dcemons, as that of Mascon, or those that once infested our
New berry, are of so much Grandeur, as those Demons,
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G'lorious High Throme, by all people, as he sometimes is,
by Execrable Witches. This horrible Dragon does not
only with his Tayl strike at the Stars of God, but at the
God himself, who made the Stars, being desirous to out-
shine them all. God and the Devil are sworn Enemies to
each other ; the Terms between them, are those, in Zech.
11. 18. My Soul loathed them,and thevr Soul also abhorred
me. And from this Furious wrath, or Displeasure and
Prejudice at God, proceeds the Devils wrath at us, the poor
Children of Men. Our doing the Service of God, is one
thing that exposes us to the wrath of the Devil. We are
the High Priests of the World ; when all Creatures are
called upon, Praise ye the Lord, they bring to us those
demanded Praises of God, saying, do you offer them for
us. Hence ’tis, that the Devil has a Quarrel with us, as
he had with the High-Priest in the Vision of Old. Our
bearing the Image of God is another thing that brings the
wrath of the Devil upon us. As a T'yger, thro his Hatred
at man will tear the very Picture of him, if it come in his
way ; such a T'yger the Devil is ; because God said of old,
Let us make Man in our Image, the Devil is ever saying,
Let us pull this man to pieces. But the envious Pride of
the Devil, is one thing more that gives an Edge unto his
Furious Wrath against us. The Apostle has given us an
hint, as if Pride had been the Condemnation of the Devil.
’Tis not unlikely, that the Devil’s 4 ffectation to be above
that Condition which he might learn that Mankind was to
be preferr’d unto, might be the occasion of his taking up
Arms against the /mmortal King. However, the Devil
now sees Man lying in the Bosom of God, but Aimself
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a8 an Accuser against us. He is therefore styled Z%e Ac-
cuser ; and it is on this account, that his proper Name does
belong unto him. There is a Court somewhere kept; a
Court of Spirits, where the Devil enters all sorts of Com-
plaints against us all ; he charges us with manifold sens
against the Lord our God : Z%ere he loads us with heavy
Imputations of Hypocrysie, Iniquity, Disobedience ; where-
upon he urges, Lord, let ’em now have the death, which is
their wages, paid unto’em ! If our Advocate in the Heavens
do not now take off his Libels; the Devil, then, with a
Concession of God, comes down, as a destroyer upon us.
Having first been an Attorney, to bespeak that the Judg-
ments of Heaven may be ordered for us, he then also pleads,
that he may be the Ewxecutioner of those Judgments; and
the God of Heaven sometimes after a sort, signs a Warrant,
for this destroying Angel, to do what has been desired to
be done for the destroying of men. But such a permassion
from God, for the Devil to come down, and break in upon
mankind, oftentimes must be accompany’d with a Commys-
sion from some wretches of mankind it self. Every man
is, as ’tis hinted in Gen. 4. 9. Hus brother’s keeper. We
are to keep one another from the Inroads of the Devil, by
mutual and cordial Wishes of prosperity to one another.
When ungodly people give their Consents in wetcherafts
diabolically performed, for the Devil to annoy their Neigh-
bours, he finds a breach made in the Hedge about us,
whereat he Rushes in upon us, with grievous molestations.
Yea, when the impious people, that never saw the Devil,
do but utter their Curses against their Neighbours, those
are 80 many watch words, whereby the Mastives of Hell
E
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that said in 1 King. 22. 22. I will go forth, and be a lying
Spirit in the Mouth of all the Prophets? Even so the
Devil becomes an Unclean Spirit, a Drinking Spirit, a
Swearing Spirit, a Worldly Spirit, a Passionate Spirit,
a Revengeful Spirit, and the like in the Hearts of those
that are already too much of such a Spirit ; and thus they
become improv’d in Sinfulness. Yea, the Devil will put
good men upon dovng <ll. Thus we read in 1 Chron. 21.
1. Satan provoked David to number Israel. And so the
Devil provokes men that are Eminent in Holiness unto such
things as may become eminently Pernicious ; he provokes
them especially unto Pride, and unto many unsuitable
Emulations. There are likewise most lamentable Impres-
sions which the Devil makes upon the Souls of Men by
way of punishment upon them for their Sins. ’Tis thus
when an Offended God puts the Souls of Men over into
the Hands of that Officer whko Aas the power of Death, that
18, the Devil. It is the woful Misery of Unbelievers in 2
Cor. 4. 4. The god of this World has blinded their minds.
And thus it may be said of those woful Wretches whom
the Devil is a God unto, the Devil so muffles them that they
cannot sce the things of their peace. And the Devil so
hardens them, that nothing will awaken their cares about
their Souls: How come so many to be Seared in their
Sins? 'Tis the Devil that with a red hot Iron fetcht from
his Hell does cauterise them. Thus ’tis, till perhaps at
last they come to have a Wounded Conscience in them, and
the Devil has often a share in their Torturing and con-
founding Anguishes. The Devil who Terrified Cain, and
Saul, and Judas into Desperation, still becomes a King of
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his Holy Angels, will now after a sort more abandon the
World, than in the former ages. The roaring Impieties
of the old World, at last gave mankind such a distast in
the Heart of the Just God, that he came to say, It Repents
me that I have made such a Creature/ And however, it
may be but a witty Fauncy, in a late Learned Writer, that
the Earth before the Flood was nearer to the Sun, than it
is at this Day ; and that Gods Hurling down the Earth to
a further distance from the Sun, were the cause of that
Flood ; yet we may fitly enough say, that men perished by
a Rejection from the God of Heaven. Thus the enhanc’d
Impieties of this our [V orld, will Exasperate the Displeasure
of God, at such a rate, as that he will more cast us of,
than heretofore ; until at last, he do with a more than
ordinary Indignation say, Go Dewils; do you take them,
and make them beyond all former measures miserable /
If Lastly, We are inquisitive after Instances of those
aggravated woes, with which the Devil will towards the End
of his 7%me assault us ; let it be remembred, That all the
Extremities which were foretold by the 7rumpets and Vials
in the Apocalyptick Schemes of these things to come upon
the World, were the woes to come from the wrath of the
Devil, upon the skortning of his Ttme. The horrendous
desolations that have come upon mankind, by the Irruptions
of the old Barbarians upon the Roman World, and then
of the Saracens, and since, of the Turks, were such 1woes
as men had never seen before. The Infandous Blindness
and Vileness which then came upon mankind, and the
Monstrous Croisadoes which thereupon carried the Roman
World by Millions together unto the Shamnbles ; wers also
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Earthquake, whereby the Vengeance of God, in one black
Night sunk Twelve considerable Cities of Asia, in the
Reign of Twberious. But there will be more such Catas-
- trophe's in our Dayes ; [taly has lately been Shaking, till
its Earthquakes have brought Ruines at once upon more
than thirty Towns ; but it will within a little while, shake
again, and shake till the Fire of God have made an Entire
Etna of it. And behold, This very Morning, when I was
intending to utter among you such Things as these, we are
. cast into an Heartquake by Tidings of an Earthquake that
has lately happened at Jamaica : an horrible Earthquake,
whereby the T'yrus of the English America, was at once
pull’d into the Jaws of the Gaping and Groaning Earth,
and many Hundreds of the Inhabitants buried alive.
The Lord sanctifie so dismal a Dispensation of his Provi-
dence, unto all the American Plantations ! But be assured,
my Neighbours, the Earthquakes are not over yet! We
have not yet seen the last. And then, Another #o that
may be Look’d for is, The Devils being now let Loose in
preternatural Operations wore than formerly ; and perbaps
in Possesstons and Obsessions that shall be very marvellous.
You are not Ignorant, That just before our Lords First
Coming, there were most observable Outrages committed
by the Devil upon the Children of Men: And I am sus-
picious, That there will again be an unusual Range of the
Devil among us, a little before the Second Comang of our
Lord, which will be, to give the last stroke, in Destroying
the works of the Devil. The Evening Wolves will be much
abroad, when we are near the Evening of the World. The
Devil is going to be Dislodged of the 4¢r, where his present
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Corollary I. What cause have we to bless God, for our
preservation from the Dewils wrath, in this which may too
reasonably be called the Devils World/ While we are in
this present evil world, We are continually surrounded with
swarms of those Devils, who make this present world,
become 80 evzl. What a wonder of Mercy is it, that no
Dewvil could ever yet make a prey of us! We can set our
foot no where but we shall tread in the midst of most
Hellish Rattle-Snakes ; and one of those Rattle-Snakes
once thro’ the mouth of a Man, on whom he had Seized,
hissed out such a Truth as this, If God would let me loose
upon you, I should find enough in the Best of you all, to
make you all mine. What shall Isay? The Welderness
thro’ which we are passing to the Promised Land, is all
over fil'd with Fiery flying serpents. But, blessed be
God; None of them have hitherto so fastned upon us, as
to confound us utterly ! All our way to Heaven, lies by the
Dens of Lions, and the Mounts of Leopards, there are
incredible Droves of Devils in our way. But have we safely
got on our way thus far? O let us be thankful to our-
Eternal preserver for it. It is said in Psal. 76. 10. Surely
the wrath of Man shall praise thee, and the Remainder of
wrath shalt thou restrain; But surely it becomes us to
praise God, in that we have yet sustain’d no more Damage
by the wrath of the Devil, and in that he has restrain’d
that Overwhelming wrath. We are poor, Travellers in a
World, which is as well the Devils Field, as the Devils
Gaol; a World in every Nook whereof, the Devil is en-
camped, with Bands of Robbers, to pester all that have
their Face looking Zion-ward : And are we all this while
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than a twelfth part at most, of your life yet behind. But

if we neglect our business, till our short ZTime shall be
" reduced into none, then woe to us, for the great wrath of
God will send us down from whence there is no Redemption.

Corollary IV.

How welcome should a Deatk ¢n the Lord be unto them
that belong not unto the Devil, but unto the Lord! While
we are sojourning in this World, we are in what may
upon too many accounts be called The Devils Country:
We are where the Devil may come upon us in great wrath
continually. The day when God shall take us out of this
World, will be, The day when the Lord will deliver us
from the hand of all our Enemaies, and from the hand of
Satan. In such a day, why should not our song be that
of the Psalmist, Blessed be my Rock, and let the God of
my Salvation be exalted / While we are here, we are in
the valley of the shadow of death ; and what is it that
makes it so? ’'Tis because the wild Beasts of Hell are
lurking on every side of us, and every minute ready to
salley forth upon us. But our Deatk will fetch us out of
that Valley, and carry us where we shall be for ever with
the Lord. We are now under the daily Buffetings of the
Devil, and he does molest us with such Fiery Darts, as
cause us even to cry out, 7 am weary of my Life. Yea,
but are we as willing to die, as, weary of Life? Our Death
will then soon set us where we cannot be reach’d by the
Fist of Wickedness; and where the Perfect canmot be
shotten at, It is said in Rev. 14. 13. Blessed are the
Dead which die vn the Lord, they rest from their labours.
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Glory, to build up Zion. O my God/! Take me not away
in the midst of my days. Yet when we bear in mind,
that the Devils Wrath is now most great, it would make
one willing to be out of the way. Inasmuch as now is the
time for the doing of those things in the prospect whereof
Balaam long ago cry’d out, Who shall live when such things
are done/ We should not be inordinately loth to dze at such
a time. In a word, the 7%mes are so bad, that we may
well count it, as good a time to die in, as ever we saw.

Corollary V.

" Good News for the Jsrael of God, and particularly for
his New-Englvsh Israel. If the Devils T%me were above
a thousand years ago, pronounced skort, what may we
suppose it now in our Time? Surely we are not a thousand
years distant from those happy thousand years of rest and
peace, and [which is better] Holiness reserved for the
People of God in the latter days; and if we are not a
thousand years yet short of that Golden Age, there is
cause to think, that we are not an hundred. That the
blessed Thousand years are not yet begun, is abundantly
clear from this, We do not see the Devil bound ; No, the
Devil was never more let loose than in our Days; and it is
very much that any should imagine otherwise: But the
same thing that proves the 7%ousand Years of prosperity
for the Church of God, under the whole Heaven, to be not
yet begun, does also prove, that it is not very far off; and
that is the prodigious wrath with which the Devil does in
our days Persecute, yea, desolate the World. Let us cast
our Eyes almost where we will, and we shall see the Devils
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‘When the late King James published his Declaration for
Lberty of Conscrence, a worthy Divine in the Church of
England, then studying the Revelation, saw cause upon
Revelational Grounds, to declare himself in such words as
these, Whatsoever others may intend or design by this
Laberty of Conscience, I cannot believe, that vt will ever be
recalled 1n England, as long as the World stands. And
you know how miraculously the Farth-quake which then
immediately came upon the Kingdom, has established that
Liberty / But that which exceeds all the tendencies this
way, is, the dispensation of God at this Day, towards
the blessed Vaudois. Those renowned Waldenses, which
were a sort of Root unto all Protestant Churches, were
never dissipated, by all the Persecutions of many Ages, till
within these few years, the Frenck King and the Duke of
Savoy leagued for their dissipation. But just Three years
and a half after the scattering of that holy people, to the
surprise of all the World, Spirit of life from God is come
into them ; and having with a thousand Miracles repossessed
themselves of their antient Seats, their hot Persecutor is
become their great Protector. Whereupon the reflection
of the worthy person, that writes the story is, 7he Churches
of Piemont, bevng the Root of the Protestant Churches, they
have been the first established ; the Churchesof other places,
being but the Branches, shall be established in due time.
God will deliver them speedily, He has already delivered
the Mother, and He will not long leave the Daughter behind :
He will finish what he has gloriously begun /
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our Lord Jesus Christ shall have the uttermost parts of the
Earth for kis Possession ? and of all the Prophecies, That
All the ends of the Earth shall remember and turn unto
the Lord? Or does it look agreeably, That such a rich
quarter of the World, equal in some regards to all the rest,
should never be out of the Devils hands, from the first
Inhabitation unto the last Dissolution of it? No sure; why
may not the last be the first? and the Sun of Righteous-
ness come to shine brightest, in Climates which it rose
latest upon !

1 say, Thirdly, That as it fares with Old England, so
it will be most likely to fare with New-England. For
which cause, by the way, there may be more of the Divine
Favour in the present Circumstances of our dependence on
England, than we are well aware of. This is very sure,
if matters go ¢ll with our Mother, her poor American
Daughter here, must feel it; nor could our former Happy
Settlement have hindred our sympathy in that Unhappiness.
But if matters go Well in the Three Kingdoms; as long
a8 God shall bless the English Nation, with Rulers that
shall encourage Piety, Honesty, Industry, in their Subjects,
and that shall cast a Benign Aspect upon the Interests of
our Glorious Gospel, 4broad as well as at Home, so long,
KNew-England will at least keep its head above water: and
go much the more, for our comfortable Settlement in such
a Form as we are now cast into. Unless there should be
any singular, destroying, Zopical Plagues, whereby an
offended God should at last make us Rise; But, Alas, 0
Lord, what other Hive hast thou provided for us/

1 say, Fourthly, That the Elder England will certainly
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overgrown French Leviathan should accomplish any thing
like a Conquest of England, what could there be to hinder
him from the Universal Empire of the West? But the
Visions of the Western World, in the Fiews both of
Daniel and of Jokn, do assure us, that whatever Monarch,
shall while the Papacy continues go to swallow up the Z'en
Kings which received their Power upon the Fall of the
‘Western Empire, he must miscarry in the Attempt. The
French Pheetons Epitaph seems written in that, Sure Word
of Prophecy.

[Since the making of this Conjecture, there are arrivid
unto us, the News of a Victory obtain’d by the Englisk
over the French, which further confirms our Conjecture ;
and causes us to sing, Pharaoks Chariots, and kis Hosts,
has the Lord cast down into the Sea ; Thy right-hand has
dashed in pieces the Enemy /]

Now, In the Salvation of England, the Plantations
cannot but Rejoyce, and New-England also will be Glad.

But 8o much for our Corollaries, I hasten to the main
thing designed for your entertainment. And that is,

AN HORTATORY AND NECESSARY ADDRESS,

TO A COUNTRY NOW EXTRAORDINARILY ALARUM'D
BY THE WRATH OF THE DEVIL.

'TIS THIS,
LET us now make a good and a right use of the prodigi-

ouy descent which the Devil in Great Wrath is at this
day making upon our Land. Upon the Death of a Great
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froward, ignorant, envious and malicious creatures, to lift
themselves in his horrid Service, by entring their Names
in a Book by him tendred unto them. These Witches,
whereof above a Score have now Confessed, and shown their
Deeds, and some are now tormented by the Devils, for
Confessing, have met in Hellish Randezvouzes, wherein
the Confessors do say, they have had their Diabolical
Sacraments, imitating the Baptism and the Supper of our
Lord. In these hellish meetings, these Monsters have
associated themselves to do no less a thing than, 70 destroy
the Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ, in these parts of
the World, and in order hereunto, First they each of them
have their Spectres, or Devils, commission’d by them, &
representing of them, to be the Engines of their Malice.
By these wicked Spectres, they seize poor people about the
Country, with various & bloudy Z'orments,; and of those
evidently Preternatural torments there are some have dy’d.
They have bewitched some, even so far as to make Self-
destroyers : and others are in many Towns here and there
languishing under their Evil hands. The people thus
afflicted, are miserably scratched and bitten, so that the
Marks are most visible to all the World, but the causes
utterly invisible ; and the same Invisible Furies do most
visibly stick Pins into the bodies of the afflicted, and scale
them, and hideously distort, and disjoint all their members,
besides a thousand other sorts of Plagues beyond these of
any natural diseases which they give unto them. Yea,
they sometimes drag the poor people out of their chambers,
and carry them over Trees and Hills, for divers miles
together. A large part of the persons tortured by these
G
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of the Infernal Pit are now hissing about us. At length,
as it was of old said, Luke 16. 30. If one went unto them
JSfrom the dead, they will repent,; even so, there are some
come unto us from the Damned. The great God has loosed
the Bars of the Pit, so that many damned Spirits are come
in among us, to make us repent of our Misdemeanours.
The means which the Lord had formerly employ’d for our
awakening, were such, that he might well have said, Wkat
could I have done more? and yet after all, he has done
more, in sowe regards, than was ever done for the awaken-
ing of any People in the World. The things now done
to awaken our Enquiries after our provoking Evils, and our
endeavours to Reform those Evils, are most extraordinary
things ; for which cause I would freely speak it, if we.now
do not some extraordinary things in returning to God;
we are the most wncurable, and I wish it be not quickly
said, the most miserable People under the Sun, Believe
me, ’tis a time for all people to do something extraordinary,
in searching and trying of their ways, and in turning to
the Lord. It is at an extraordinary rate of Circumspec-
tion and Spiritual mindedness, that we should all now
maintain a walk with God. At such a time as this ought
Magustrates to do something extraordinary in promoting
of what is laudable, and in restraining and chastising of
Evil Doers. At such a time as this ougbt Ministers to do
something extraordinary in pulling the Souls of men out
of the Snares of the Devil, not only by publick Preaching.
but by personal Visits and Counsels, from house to house.
At such a time as this ought Churches to do something
extraordinary, in renewing of their Covenants, and in
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IV. When the Devil is come down in great Wrath, let
every great Vice whith may have a more particular ten-
dency to make us a Prey unto that #rath, come into a
due discredit with us, It is the general Concession of all
men, who are not become too Unreasonable for common
Conversation, that the Invitation of #ztchcrafts is the thing
that has now introduced the Devil into the midst of us. I
say then, let not only all #3tcherafts be duly abominated
with us, but also let us be duly watchful againstall the Steps
leading thereunto. There are lesser Sorceries which they
say, are too frequent in our Land. As it was said in 2
King. 17. 9. The Children of Israel did secretly those
things that were not right, against the Lord their God. So
’tis to be feared, the Children of New-England have secretly
done many things that have been pleasing to the Devil.
They say, that in some Towns it has been an usual thing
for People to cure Hurts with Spells, or to use detestable
Conjurations, with Sieves, Keys, and Pease, and Nasls, and
Horse-shoes, and I know not what other Implements, to
learn the things for which they have a forbidden, and an
impious Curiosity. ’Tis in the Devils Name, that such
things are done ; and in Gods Name I do this day charge
them, as vile Impieties. By these Courses ’tis, that People
play upon Z'ke Hole of the Asp, till that cruelly venemous
Asp has pull’d many of them into the deep Hole of Witch-
craft it self. It has been acknowledged by some who have
sunk the deepest into this Zorreble Pit, that they began at
these little /#stcherafts ; on which ’tis pity but the Laws
of the English nation, whereby the incorrigible repetition
of those Z'ricks, is made Felony, were severely Executed.
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V. Margaret Arnold, the sister of Mr. Pacy, Testifi'd
unto the like Sufferings being upon the Children, at her
House, whither her Brother had Removed them. And
that sometimes, the Children (only) would see things like
Mice, run about the House; and one of them suddenly
snap’d one with the Tongs, and threw it into the Fire,
where it screeched out like a Rat. At another time, a
thing like a Bee, flew at the Face of the younger Child;
the Child fell into a Fit ; and at last Vomited up a Z'wo-
penny Nail, with a Broad Head ; affirming, T%at tie Bee
brought this Nail, and forced it into her Moutk. The
Child would in like manner be assaulted with Flies, which
brought Crooked Pins unto her, and made her first swallow
them, and then Vomit them. She one Day caught an In-
visible Mouse, and throwing it into the Fire, it Flash'd like
to Gun-Powder. None besides the Child saw the Mouse,
but every one saw the Flask. She also declared, out of
her Fits, that in them, Amy Duny much tempted her to
destroy her self.

VI. As for Ann Durent, her Father Testified, That
upon a Discontent of Rose Cullender, his Daughter was
taken with much Illness in her Stomach and great and sore
Pains, like the Pricking of Pins: and then Swooning Fits,
from which Recovering, she declared, She kad seen the
Apparition of Rose Cullender, T%reatning to Torment her.
She likewise Vomited up diverse Pins. The Maid was
Present at Court, but when Cullender look’d upon her, she
fell into such Fits, as made her utterly unable to declare
any thing.

Ann Baldwin deposed the same.
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by his harsh Dealings with his Wives, and then made the
People about him, to promise that in case Death should
happen, they would say nothing of it; That he used all
means to make his Wives Write, Sign, Seal, and Swear a
Covenant, never to reveal any of his Secrets; That his
‘Wives had privately complained unto the Neighbours ahout
frightful Apparitions of Evil Spirits, with which their House
was sometimes infested; and that many such things have
been whispered among the Neighbourhood. There were
also some other Testimonies relating to the Death of
People whereby the Consciences of an Impartial Jury were
convinced that G. B. had Bewitched the Persons mentioned
in the Complaints. But I am forced to omit several pas-
sages, in this, as well as in all the succeeding Tryals,
because the Scribes who took notice of them, have not sup-
plyed me.

VIL. One Mr. Ruck, Brother-in-Law to this @. B.
testified, that @. B. and himself, and his Sister, who was
G. B’s Wife, going out for two or three Miles to gather
Straw-berries, Ruck with his Sister, the Wife of G. B.
Rode home very Softly, with G. B. on Foot in their Com-
pany, G. B. stept aside a little into the Bushes; where-
upon they halted and Halloo’d for him. He not answering,
they went away homewards, with a quickened pace, without
expectation of seeing him in a considerable while; and yet
when they were got near home, to their Astonishment,
they found him on foot with them, having a Basket of
Straw-berries. G. B. immediately then fell to Chiding
his Wife, on the account of what she had been speaking to
her Brother, of him, on the Road: which when they
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his return, wherein they hurried him along through the
Air, he gave Demonstrations to the Neighbours, that he
had indeed been so transported. When he was brought
until these hellish Meetings, one of the first Things they
still did unto him, was to give him a knock on the Back,
whereupon he was ever as if bound with Chains, uncapable
of stirring out of the place, till they should release him.
He related, that there often eame to him a Man, who pre-
sented him a Book, whereto he would have him set his
Hand ; promising to him, that he should then have even
what he would ; and presenting him with all the delectable
Things, Persons, and Places, that he could imagin. But
he refusing to subscribe, the business would end with
dreadful Shapes, Noises and Screeches, which almost scared
him out of his Wits. Once with the Book, there was a
Pen offered him, and an Ink-horn with Liquor in it, that
seemed like Blood : But he never toucht it.

This Man did now affirm, That he saw the Prisoner at
several of those hellish Randezvouzes.

Note, this Woman was one of the most impudent, scurri-
lous, wicked Creatures in the World; and she did now
throughout her whole Tryal, discover her self to be such an
one. Yet when she was asked, what she had to say for
her self? Her chief Plea was, That skhe had lead a most
wrtuous and koly Lufe.
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XI. In the time of this prisoners Trial, one Susanna
Sheldon, in open Court had her hands Unaccountably ty’d
together with a wheel-band, so fast that without cutting,
it could not be loosed : It was done by a Spectre; and the
Sufferer affirm’d, it was the Prisoners.

Memorandum. This rampant Hag, Martha Carrier,
was the person, of whom the Confessions of the Witches,
and of her own children among the rest, agreed, That the
Devil had promised her, she should be Queen of Heb.

AVING thus far done the Service imposed upon me ;

I will further pursue it, by relating a few of those
Matchless CurtosrTiEs, with which the Witcheraft now
upon us, has entertained us. And I shall Report nothing
but with Good Authority, and what I would invite all my
Readers to examine, while ’tis yet Fresh and New, that if
there be found any mistake, it may be as willingly Re-
tracted, as it was unwillingly Commatted.

TaE First CURIOSITIE.

I. 'Tis very Remarkable to see what an Impious and
Impudent ¢metation of Divine Things, is Apishly affected
by the Devil, in several of those matters, whereof the Con-
fessions of our Wrutches, and the Afflictions of our Sujferers
have informed us.

That Reverend and Excellent Person, Mr. Jokn Higgin-
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It is not One Devil alone, that has Cunning or Power
enough to apply the Multitudes of Zemptations, whereby
Mankind is daily diverted from the Service of God ; No,
the High Places of Our Air, are Swarming full of those
Wicked Spirits, whose Temptations trouble us; they are
80 many, that it seems no less than a Legion, or more than
twelve thousands may be spared, for the Vexation of one
miserable man. But because those Apostate Angels, are
all United, under one Infernal Monarch, in the Designs of
Mischief, ’tis in the Singular Number, that they are spoken
of. Now, the Devil, whose Malice and Envy, prompts
him to do what he can, that we may be as unhappy as
himself, do’s ordinarily use more Fraud, than Force, in his
assaulting of us ; he that assail’d our First Parents, in a
Serpent, will still Act Leke a Serpent, rather than a Lion,
in prosecuting of his wicked pusposes upon us, and for us
to guard against the Wiles of the Wicked One, is one of
the greatest cares, with which our God has charged us.

We are all of us liable to various Zemptations every
day, whereby if we are carried aside from the strait Paths
of Righteousness, we get all sorts of wounds unto our selves.
Of Temptations, I may say, as the Wise Man said, of Mor-
tality ; there is mo discharge from that war. The Devils
fell hard upon both Adams, nor may any among the Chil-
dren of both, imagine to be excused. The Son of God
Himself, had this Dog of Hell, barking at.Him ; and much
more may the Children of Men, look to be thus Visited ;
indeed, there is hardly any Zemptation, but what is, Com-
mon to Man. When I was considering, how to spend one
Hour in Raising a most Effectual and Profitable Breast-
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unto us, except in our Sins. When we read the Zemp-
tations of our Lord Jesus Christ, in the Fourth Chapter
of Matthew There, Thence, you will understand, what
was once counted so difficult ; Even, T%e way of a Ser-
pent upon the Rock. There are certain Ancient and
Famous Methods which the Devil in his Zemptations,
does mostly accustome himself unto; which is not so much
from any Barrenness, or Sluggishness in the Devil, but
because he has had the Encouragement of a, Probatum est,
upon those horrid Methods. How did the Devil assault
the First Adam? It was with Temptations drawn from
Pleasure, and Profit, and Honour, which, as the Apostle
notes, in 1 Jok. 2. 16, are, All that vs in the World. With
the very same temptations, it was, that he fell upon the
Second Adam too. Now, in those Temptations, you will
see the more Usual Methods, whereby the Devil would be
Ensnaring of us; and I beseech you to attend unto the fol-
lowing Admonitions, as those W arnings of God, which the
Lives of your souls depend upon your taking of.

There were especially Three Remarkable Assaults of
Temptations, which the Devil it seems, visibly made upon
our Lord ; after he had been more invisibly for Forty dayes
together Tempting of that Holy One ; and we may make
a few distinct Remarks upon them all.

§ The first of our Lords three Temptations is thus re-
lated, in Mat. 4. 3. He was an Hungry ; and when the
Tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God,
Command that these Stones be made Bread.

From whence, take these Remarks.

I. The Devil will ordinarily make our Condstions, to be
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Running to the Rock,; ’tis the best Preservation in the
World ; the Vultures of Hell cannot prey upon the Doves
in the Clefts of that Rock. May our God now lead us
thereunto,
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C. went immediately out of the Meeting-House, and flung
the Door after her violently, to the amazement of the
Congregation. She was afterwards seen by some in their
Fits, who said, 0 Goodw. C. Z did not think to see you here!
(and being at their Red Bread and drink) said to hev, Is
this a time to recetve the Sacrament, you ran away on the
Lord’s-Day, and scorned to receive it in the Meeting-
House, and, Is this a time to recetve it? I wonder at you!
This is the sum of what I either saw my self, or did receive
Information from persons of undoubted Reputation and
Credit.

REMARKS OF THINGS MORE THAN ORDINARY ABOUT THE
AFFLICTED PERSONS,

1. They are in their Fits tempted to be Witches, are
shewed the List of the Names of others, and are tortured
because they will not yeild to Subscribe, or meddle with, or
touch the Book, and are promised to have present Relief
if they would do it.

2. They did in the Assembly mutually Cure each other,
even with a Zouch of their Hand, when Strangled, and
otherwise Tortured ; and would endeavour to get to their
Afflicted, to relieve them.

3. They did also foretel when anothers Fit was a-coming,
and would say, Look to ker/ she will have a Fit presently,
which fell out accordingly, as many can bear witness, that
heard and saw it.

4. That at the same time, when the Accused Person
was present, the Afflicted Persons saw her Likeness in
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word, or immoral action, or evil, was then objected against
her for 20 years past, only strange accidents falling out,
after some Christian admonition given by her, as saying, .
God would not prosper them, if they wrong'd the Widow.
Upon the whole, there was not proved against her any
thing worthy of Reproof, or just admonition, much less so
heinous a Charge.

So that by the Goodness of God we are once more out
of present danger of this Hobgoblin Monster ; the stand-
ing Evidence used at Salem were called, but did not
appear.

There were others also at Charles-town brought upon
their Tryals, who had formerly confess’d themselves to be
Witches ; but upon their tryals deny’d it, and were all
clear’d ; So that at present there is no further prosecution
of any.
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according to what appears: and notwithstanding that a
clear evidence must determine a case,; yet preswmptions
must be weighed against presumptions, and Charity 18 not
to be forgone as long as <t has the most prepondetating on
its stde. And <t ¢8 of no less necessity in point of Justice;
there are not only Testimonies required by God, which are
to be credited according to the Rules given in his Word
referring to witnesses: But there t8 also an Evidence sup-
posed to be in the Testimony, which is throughly to be
weighed, and if it do not infallibly prove the Crimeagainst
the person accused, it ought not to determine him guilty of
it for so a righteous Man may be Condemned unjustly.
In the case of Witcherafts we know that the Devil is the
tmmediate Agent in the Mischief done, the consent or com-
pact of the Witch <s the thing to be Demonstrated.
Among many Arguments to evince this, that which is
most under present debate, 18 that which refers to some-
thing vulgarly called Spectre Evidence, and a certain sort
of Ordeal or tryal by the sight and touch. The principal -
Plea to justifie the convictive Evidence in these, 18 fetcht
Jfrom the Constderation of the Wisdom and Righteousness
of God in Governing the World, which they suppose would
fatl, of such things were permitted to befal an innocent
person: but it i8 certain, that too resolute conclusions
drawn from hence, are bold usurpations upon spotless
Sovereignty: and tho’ some things if suffered to be con-
mon, would subvert this Government, and disband, yearuine
Humane Soctety ; yet God doth sometimes suffer such
things to evene, that we may thereby know how much we
are beholden to him, for that restraint which ke lays upon
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are, who acknowledge that a Demon may appear in the
shape of a Godly Person, But not as doing Evil. Whereas
the Devil in Samuel’s likeness told a pernicious Lye, when
he said, Zhou hath disquieted me. It wasnot in the Power
of Saul, nor of all the Devils in Hell, to disquiet a Soul in
Heaven, where Samuel had been for two years before this
Apparition. Nor did the Spectre speak true, when he said,
Thow and thy Sons shall be with me : Tho’ Saul himself at
his Death went to be with the Devil, his Son Jonathan did
not so. Besides, (which suits with the matter in hand) the
Devil in Samuels shape confirmed Necromancy and Cursed
Whitchery. He that can in the likeness of Saints encourage
Witches to Familiarity with Hell, may possibly in the
likeness of a Saint afflict a Bewitched Person. But this
we see from Scripture, Satan may be permitted to do.

And whereas it is objected, that the Devil may appear
indeed in the form of Dead Persons, but that he cannot re-
present such as are living ; The contrary is manifest. No
question had Sau! said to the Witch, bring me David who
was then living, she could as easily have shown living David
as dead Samuel, as easily as that great Conjurer of whom
1Wierus speaks, brought the appearance of Hector and
Achilles, and after that of Dawid before the Emperour
Maximitbian.

And that evil Angels have sometimes appeared in the
likeness of living absent persons, is a thing abundantly
confirmed by History. _

2Austin tells us of one that went for resolution in some
intricate Questions to a Philosopher, of whom ke could get

1 Preestig. Deemon. Lib. 1. C. 16. 2De C. D. 1. 18.
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Fieldius in his Treatise, concerning the Confession of
Witches, inclines to the Negative, only lhe acknowledges
Die extraordinaria Permissione posse Innocentes sic repre-
sentari. And he that shall assert, that Great and Holy
God never did nor ever will permit the Devil thus far to
abuse an Innocent Person, affirms more than he is able to
* prove. The story of Germanus his discovering a Diabolical
illusion of this nature, concerning a great number of Persons
that seemed to be at a Feast when they were really at
home and asleep, is mentioned by many Authors. But the
particulars insisted on, do sufficiently evince the Truth of
what we assert, viz. That the Devil may by Divine Per-
mission appear in the shape of Innocent and Pious Persons.
Nevertheless, It is evident from another Scripture, viz.
that in 2 Cor. 1}. 14. For Satan himself is transformed
into an Angel of Light. He seems to be what he is not,
and makes others seem to be what they are not. He
represents evil men as good, and good men as evil. The
Angels of Heaven, (who are the Angels of Light) love
Truth and Righteousness, the Devil will seem to do so too ;
and does therefore sometimes lay before men excellent
good Principles and exhort them (as he did Iheodore
Maillit) to practise many things, which by the Law of
Righteousness they are obliged unto, and hereby he does
more effectually deceive. Is it not strange, that he has
sometimes intimated to his most devoted servants, that if
they would have familiar Conversation with him, they must
be careful to keep themselves from enormous Sins, and
pray constantly for Divine Protection? But so has he

1 De Confes. Say. pag. 191,
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honest Men as doing other Evils ; and no solid Reason can
be given why he may not as well personate them under the
Notion of Witches, as under the Notion of Thieves, Mur-
derers, and Idolaters: As for the Objection, that then there
would be no living in the World, we shall consider it under
the next Argument.

Arg. 3. If Satan may not represent one that 1s not a
Covenant Servamt of his, as afflicting those that are
bewstched or possessed, then it is either because he wants
Wll, or Power to do this, or because God will never per-
mit hem thus to do. No man but a Sadduce doubts of the
ill will of Devils ; nothing is more pleasing to the Malice
of those wicked Spirits than to see Innocency wronged :
. And the Power of the Enemy is such, as that having once
obtained a Divine Concession to use his Art, he can do
this and much more than this amounts unto : We know by
Scripture-Revelation, that the Sorcerers of Egypt caused
many untrue and delusive 1Representations before Pharaok
and his Servants. Exod. 7. 11, 22, and 8. 7. And we
read of the working of Satan in all Power and Signs, and
lying Wonders, 2 Thess. 2. 9. His Heart is beyond what
the wisest of Men may pretend unto: He has perfect skill
in Opticks, and can therefore cause that to beinvisible toone,
which is not so to another, and things also to appear far
otherwise then they are : He has likewise the Art of Lim-
ning in the Perfection of it, and knows what may be done
by Colours. It is an odd passage? which I find in the

1In Mr. Couper's Mystery of Witcheraft, Pag. 174, 115
2 Acta Eruditorum, Anno 1690. Pag. 113,
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laugh at the tryal of the innocent, (Job 9. 22, 23). Who

. shall enter into his Councils ! who has given him a Charge

over the Earth! or who has disposed the whole World! Men

' arenotable to give an account of his ordinary Works, much

less of his secret Counsels, and the dark Dispensations of his
Providence : They do but darken Counsel by Words with-
out Knowledge when they undertakeit: If we are not able
to see how this or that can stand with the Righteousness
of him that governs the World, shall we say that the
Almighty will pervert Judgment? or that he that governs
the Earth hateth Right? Shall we condemn him that is
most just ¢ But whereas ’tis objected ; where is Providence

~And how shall men live on the Earth, if the Devil may be

permitted to use such Power? I demand, where was Provi-
dence, when Satan had Power to cause Sons of Belial to
lye and swear away the Life of innocent Naboth, laying
such Crimes to his charge as he was never guilty of} And
what an Hour of Darkness was it? How far was the
Power of Hell permitted to prevail, when Christ the Son of
God was accused, condemned, and hanged for a Crime
that he never was guilty of? That was the strangest
Providence that has happened since the World began, and
yet in the Issue the most glorious: We must therefore
distinguish between what does ordinarily come to pass by
the Providence of God, and things which are extraordinary :
It is not an usual thing for a Nabotk to have his Life taken
from him by false Accusations, or for an A¢thanasius or a
Susanna to be charged, and perhaps brought before Courts
of Judicature for Crimes of which they were altogether
innocent.
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of Satan’s appearing in the Figure of Saints, nay of Christ
himself. And in his Discourse concerning the Operations
of Demons! he has the like Problem, whether the Devil
may not possibly put on the shape of a true Believer, a real
Saint, not only of such as are dead, but still living, and
answers, Quidnz ? Why not? It is true Popish Casussts?
do generally incline to the Negative in this Question :
Nevertheless, the Instance of Germanus, who saw a Com-
pany of honest People represented by the Devil, as if they
had been feasting together, when they were really asleep
in their Beds, does a little puzzle them, so as that they are
necessitated to take up with this Conclusion, 37%at by an
extraordinary Permission of God, tnnocent Persons may
be represented by Satan in the Nocturnal Conventicles of
Wautches: And if so, much more as afflicting bewitched
Persons. Delrio giveth an account of an innocent Monk,
whose Reputation was indangered by a Demon’s appearing .
in his shape. He writes more like a Divine than Jesuits
use to do, when he saith that, I¢ is not absolutely to be
denied, but that the Devils may exhibite the Forms of tnmo-
cent Persons, if God permit st, who when he does permit it,
usually by some Providence discovers the Fraud of the
Devils, that so the Innocent may be vindicated, or tf not,
1t 18 to bring them to repentance for some Sin, or to try
thesr Patience. It is rare to see such Words dropping
from the Pen of a Jesuit : As for Protestant Writers, I

1P.944. 2 Thyreus de Apparitionibus, Lib. 2. Cap. 14.
3 Binsfield de Confessionibus sagarum, p. 183, 191,
4 Disquis. Magic. Lib, 2. Q. 12. p. 143,
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It is an awful thing which the Lord has done to convince
some amongst us of their Error : This then I declare and
testifie, that to take away the Life of any one, meerly be-
cause a Spectre or Devil, in a bewitched or possessed Persen
does accuse them, will bring the Guilt of innocent Blood
on the Land, where such a thing shall be done: Mercy
forbid that it should, (and I trust that as it has not it never
will be 80) in New-England. What does such an Evidence
amount unto more than this : Either such an one did afflict
such an one, or the Devil in his likeness, or his Eyes were
bewitched.

The things which have been mentioned make way for,
and bring us unto the second Case, which is to come under
our Consideration, viz.

If one bewitched 1s struch down at the Look or cast of
the Eye of another, and after that recovered again by a
Touch from the same Person, Isnotthisaninfallible Proof,
that the Person suspected and complained of 8 in League
with the Devil ?

Answer ; It must be owned that by such things as these
Witcherafts and Witches have been discovered more than
once or twice: And that an ill Fame, or other Circum-
stances attending the suspected Party, this may be a Ground
for Examination ; but this alone does not afford sufficient
Matter for Conviction: As Spectres or Devils appearing
in the shapes of Men that have been murdered, declaring
that they were murdered by such Persons and in such a
place, may give just occasion to the Magistrate for Enquiry
into the Matter: One great Witch-Advocate! confes-

1 Webster's displaying of supposed Witchcraft, p. 298. 301.
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was the Vulgar Probation by casting into the Water
practiced upon Persons accused! with other Crimes as well
as that of Witcheraft : How it came to be restrained to
that of Witcheraft I cannot tell ; it is as supernatural for a
Body whose Hands and Feet are tied to swim above the
Water, as it is for their Hands not to feel a red hot Iron.
If the one of these Ordealsis lawful to be used, then so is
the other too: But as for the fiery Ordeal it is rejected and
exploded out of the World ; for the same reason then the
tryal by Water should be so.

4. It is a tempting of God when Men put the Innocency
of their Fellow-Creatures upon such tryals ; to desire the
Almighty to shew a Miracle to clear the Innocent, or to
eonvict the Guilty is a most presumptuous tempting of him.
Was it not a Miracle when Peter was kept from sinking
under the Water by the Omnipotency of Christ? As for
Satan, we know that his Ambition is to make his Servants
believe that his Power is equal to God’s, and that therefore
he can preserve whom he pleaseth. I have read? of certain
Magicians, who were seen walking on the Water : If then
guilty Persons shall float on the Waters, either it is the Devil
that causes them to do so, (as no doubt it is) and what have
Men to do to set the Devil on work ; or else it is a Divine
Miracle,like that of Peter’snot sinking,or that of the Iron that
swam at the Word of Elisha. And shall Men try whether
‘God will work a Miracle to make a discovery? Ifa Crire
cannot be found out but by Miracle, it is not for any Judge
on Earth to usurp that Judgment which is reserved for the
Divine Throne.

! Menna, de purgatione vulgari, cap. wlt.  ? Cesarius, Lib. 9.
T
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he should be drowned with them ¢ But why then were the
Gadarens Hogs drowned when the Devil was in them.

These things being premised, I answer the Question
affirmatively ; Thereare Proofsfor the Conviction of Witches
which Jurors may with a safe Conscience proceed upon, 80
as to bring them in guilty. TheScripture which saith, Thou
shalt not suffer a Witch to live, clearly implies, that some
in the World may be known and proved to be Witches :
For until they be so, they may and must be suffered to live.
Moreover we find in Scripture, that some have been con-
victed and executed for Witches : For Saul cut of those
that had familiar Spirits, and the Wizzards out of the
Land, 1 Sam. 28. 9.

It may be wondered that Saul who did like him that
said, Flectere st nequeo Superos Acheronta Movebo, should
cause the Wizzards in the Land to be put to death. The
Jewish Rabbres say, the reason was, because those Wizzards
foretold that David should be King. It is, (as Mr. Gaul
observes!) the Opinion of some learned Protestants, that
Saul in his Zeal did over do : And that under thre Pretext?
of Witches he slew the Gébeonites, for which that Judg-
ment followed, 2 Sam, 21. 1. Neither (saith Mr. Gaule)
want we the storied Examples of God’s Judgments upon
those that defamed, prosecuted and executed them for
Witches, that indeed were none. But we have in the
Scripture the Example of a better Man than Sawl to en-
courage us to make enquiry after Wizzards and Witches

1 In his Cases about Witcheraft, p. 181.
3 80 Dr. Willet, conjectures on 1 Sam. 21. 1.
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284 CASES OF CONSCIENCE.

¢ therefore wish and advise all Jurors who give the Verd
“upon Life and Death in the Court of Assizes, to take go
‘heed, that as they be diligent in zeal of God’s glory, a
‘the good of his Church, in detecting of Witches, by

¢gufficient and lawful means, 8o likewise they would

¢careful what they do, and not to condemn any pa
‘suspected upon bare Presumptions, without sound a
¢ sufficient Proofs that they be not guilty through their o
¢ Rashness of shedding Innocent Blood.”

Boston, New-England, Octob. 3. 1692.
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testimony against these unjustifiable ways of discovering
Witcherafts, which some among us have practised. I
hear that of late there was a Witch-cake made with the
Urine of bewitched Creatures as one Ingredient, by several
Persons in a place, which has suffered much by the Attack
of Hell upon it : This I take to be not only wicked Super-
stition, but great Folly : Hor tho’ the Devil does sometimes
operate with the Experiments, yet not always, especially if
a Magical Faith be wanting. I shall here take occasion
to recite some Passages in a Letter, which I received from
that Eminent pious and learned Man, Mr. Samuel Cradock ;
during my abode in London ; the Letter bears date Febr.
26.1690. Then take it in his own Words, which are these;
¢ We have at this present one in our next Town, who has
‘a Son who has strange Fits, and such as they impute to
¢ Witcheraft : He come to consult with me about it, but
¢before he came, he had used a means which I should
‘never had directed him unto, v2z. He took the Nails of
*his Son’s Hands and Feet, and some of his Hair, and
‘mixed them in Rye-Paste with his Water, and so set it
¢all by the Fire till it was consumed, and his Son (as he
‘says) was well after, and free from his Fits for a whole
¢ Month, but then they came again, and He tried that
‘means a second time, and then it would not do; He re-
‘moved his Son into Cambridgeshire the next County, and
¢ then he was well, but as soon as he brought him home he
‘ wag afflicted as before. The Boy says, He saw a thing
‘like a Mole following of him, which once spoke to him,
‘and told him he came to do the Office he was to do: I
‘advised his Father to make use of the Medicine prescribed
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by our Saviour, vz, Fasting and Prayer. Here have been
¢others in this Town, that though they were under -
¢ handling a8 they call it : One Family had their Milk so
¢ affected, that they could not possibly make any Cheese,
‘but it hov’d and swelled, and was good for nothing : They
‘are now rid of that trouble, but how they got rid of it I
¢do not know’: Thus my Letter. By which it is evident
that Towns in England a8 well as New-England are
molested with Deemons, only I wish that the Superstitions
practiced in other places to get rid of such troublesome
Guests had never been known, much less used amongst us
or them.

Some I hear have taken up a Notion, that the Book
newly published by my Son, is contradictory to this of mine:
"Tis strange that such Imaginations should enter into the
Minds of Men : I perused and approved of that Book before
it was printed ; and nothing but my Relation to him hindred
me from recommending it to the World: But my self and
Son agreed unto the humble Advice which twelve Ministers
concurringly presented before his Excellency and Council,
respecting the present Difficulties, which let the World
judge, whether there be anything in it dissentant from
what is attested by either of us.

It was in the Words following :—
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The Return of several Ministers consulted by his Excellency,
and the Honourable Council, upon the present Witch-
crafts in Salem Village.

Boston, Junc 15, 1692,

L HE afflicted Stateof our poor Neighbours, that are

now suffering by Molestations from the Invisible
World, we apprehend so deplorable, that we think their
Condition calls for the utmost kelp of all Personsin their
several Capacities. II. We cannot but with all Thankful-
ness acknowledge, the Success which the merciful God has
given unto the sedulous and assiduous Endeavours of owr
konourable Rulers, to detect the abominable Witcherafts
which have been committed in the Country; humbly pray-
ing that the discovery of these mysterious and mischievous
Wickednesses, may be perfected. III. We judge that in
the prosecution of these, and all such Witcherafts, there
18 need of a very critical and exquisite Caution, lest by too
much Credulity for things recevved only upon the Devil’s
Awuthority, there be a Door opened for a long Train of
maserable Consequences, and Satan get an advantage over
us, for we should not be ignorant of his Devices. IV. As
n Complaints upon Witcherafts, there may be Matters of
Enquary, which do not amount unto matters of Presump-
tion, and there may be Matters of Presumption which yet
may not bereckoned Matters of Conviction ; so *tzsnecessary
that all Proceedings thereabout be managed with anexceed-

U






POSTSCRIPT, - 29Y

less, We cannot but humbly recommend unto the Govern-
ment, the speedy and vigorous Prosecution of such as have
rendered themselves obnoxious, according to the Direction
given in the Laws of God, and the wholesome Statutes of
the English Nation, for the Detection of Witcherafts.

THE END.


















