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mental Treatise, Discovering the secret and most hidden Mystery of
the Philosophers Elixir. . . . By Eirenaeus Philoponos Philalethes.

London, 1654-55. [soLD] o~
8vo. 2 vols. in one. Contemporary black morocco, gilt panels, borders, decorations, Y
gilt spine, g.e. 5 1., 70 pp. ; 4 1l., 59 pp. Ruled in red throughout. First edition. ¢ , ©
Ferguson gives a long account of this alchemical poem, and stresses the extreme s
rarity of the first edition, which he had only seen once. Magnificent copy.
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ALCHEMY. [STARKEY (George)] The Marrow of Alchemy, Being an Experi-
mental Treatise, Discovering the secret and most hidden mystery of the
PHILOSOPHERS ELIXER. Divided into two Parts: The first Containing Four Books .
chiefly illustrating the Theory, The other Containing Three Books, Elucidating

the Practique of the Art, etc. By EIRENEUS PHILOPONOS PHILALETHES. Printed
by A.M. for Edw. Brewster, 1654 . . . The SECOND PART . . . Printed by R.T. for

Edw. Brewster, 1655. £60

2 parts in 1.

Sm. 8vo, CONTEMPORARY CALF, rebacked. FIRST EDITION. From Lord Derby’s Library at Knowsley.
Wing S.5278 and S.5279 [3 copies only in America]. AN EXTREMELY RARE ALCHEMICAL BOOK WHOLLY
IN VERSE. Duveen, Bibliotheca Chemica et Alchemica, 563 ¢ Exceedingly rare . . . Ferguson discusses at
great length this book and the question of its authorship, and stresses its extreme rarity. For a long

and detailed account of [it] see Ferguson’s paper in the Journal of the Alchemical Society. He knew of

only one copy.”
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Divided i mto two Parts

e

The Art is fo plainly difclofed as never any Beﬁ)re
dld for the benefit of ywn&Pra&Lm&_ Fries

' And thc convmcmg chofe Wh} are in Errours iml
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! cret, as he doth teftific of himfelf; northat| |

- i
—

{tiplication of it (which he could not attain,’
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Courteous Reader, . PR on
&g Hat moved meto put to publika |
WONG//4] Viewthele hidden curiofities off
N % Nate, I fhall inform theel
. briefly, andin it fhall give thee

an account partly of the Aus
thour and partly of my felt: For the Au-
thour he was an eye-witnefle of the great {e-

only, but had by gifc a portion of that pre-

cious' Jewell fo foughe for by n but;
| found of few: Which portion ale : h hlc!
mul-

did forthe moft pare lofe it in hop

being of the white not the Red powder ) yet!
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the preparation of the Philofophers Mercury,
and by it tothe preparation of the Elixer of
the firft order, which isindeed butof fmall
jvertue compared to what it may be advan-|

| Yet is it an infinite (atisfa&ion to a Sonine of
Art, “to {ee a Mediciné which will tinge 7
or any imperfc& meteall into ¢ although
not exce:ding the proporticn of one upon
an_hundred: Formy own part, I am one
who have for many years been one of Gebers
Cooks, rofting my thriftin vain, until it was
1mygood fortune to be acquainted with this
| Authour, who demonf¥fatively convinced
me of my former errours, and [er me in a
right path. T found 1 {ay the errours1 had,
becn in in relying upon the Books of thofe
who wrote their bare thoughts, withour
. |experience, orelfe were enviousand wrote

knottily.on purpofe to.entangle the unwary.
| He (begeed me feveral Trs&ares written by
him whﬁavchim the powder, titherto ne.
ver pubfffhed ; Of which the Names were, |

ced to: Thisalthough it be but {mall profies | §

B he had been fo farre fucceffefull, hetold me

«

' ‘ j Pri
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; smanudniius a3 Rubinum 'Cwleﬁem, Fons Ches ™
| mice Philofophie, Opus Elixeris Aurifici ¢y

N Argentifici, Brevis viaad vitam longam,with

\| @ large Comment npon Ripley his twelve gates,

| and the Epiftleto King Edwards AYo 4 Com-

\| mentary om Arpalds Ultimum T ejiamehtam,andf

8| lattly his Cabala Sapientam, or 1 Expofi-
| tiom of the Hieroglyphicks of the Magi: Thele
\ Books I confefle of all that ever I'read or|
| had feen ‘were the fulleft, plaineft, and moft!
i perfpicuous 5 With much adoe T obtained
| Copies of them, but no commiffion to thew|
| them toany body : I asked thismy Friend

¢ why hedid not caft in his Calculus into the| |
| Treafury of Philofophers, efpecially fecing) UK

| thatindeed till he had accomplifhed the per-
|| fection of the Red, which he hitherto had
winot, he was unwilling to write : T told him
jof the Authour of the Rofary who wrote
thac excellent Book, and yet faith, dilkec o) B
\\vidi in dichus noffris ulque ad Lememﬁ( sripfe| W
\aurem ad complementum licet non vidlvim, at| |

laft he was perfwaded by me to ‘write this|
Treatife, which he performed in feaven|
Books, and another in ‘Latine , entituled, |: §
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Breve manudnctorium ad Campum Sophiz.

|

t

Alchahest, in which he clearly , plainly,

;'and fully fhews cthe difference between it |

| and the Mercury of the Philofophers : And
\ laftly, a Treatile called Elenchus ervorum

e A M s . >
in Arte Chemica deviantinm, which indeed

+ _ias fo plain, fo full, and fo convincing a

fBook, that more cannot be defired: By
{ theleand the fore-mentioned Bodks, 1{oon
I (atrained the myftery of the Mercury, and
| be i the firlt Whitenefle, and hgpe ere
fong to feethe Rednefle, in which the Au.
thour would not inftru® me, being by
Solemn Vow obliged to the contrary, nei-
ther to effett it himfelf, nor teach oith‘e.-ré
for fuch a number of years, on which
|Cendition he received that from a Ma.
fier, which ( having the Mercury ) be

i |[Eriends$hwhom | heartily pitied, to fee in
| lwhat a ftate they were they were through
the mifleading of divers Sophifticall Au-

i ¥
! - % . L ]
b © The Warburg Institute: This material is chpw

which concerns chiefly Paracelfus liguor |

'own work (although I have not yet perfect-

mighe elle have received from God by in-{ § [firft doth fatisfie my minde and judgement ;

| ,duﬂry& At laft 1 had liberty of him to|

- N1 e thef ; { ‘ ‘
jcommunicate thele Manufcripts with fome|

Copies, did fo wearily entreat me, thae|

from the time I firft began to communi-
cate them, T could never ‘keep them at|
home ;' whereupon partly, and partly by |
the earneft per{wafion of {uch who warited
Ariadnes threed in the Labyriath of Al-
chemy, butchiefly aiming at the glory of |
God in i, 1 did by much entreaty at laft
revailwith my Friend, from whom I had
therr (if I would ) to make them publike, ;
thx others (whom God hath ele@ed to|
10 great a mercy ) may reap the fruit by
them that I cannot but with mpch thank-
fulnefle to God acknowledge my felf to

have received, who have at leaft feen an!
ocular demonftration of the truth in my

ed the maftery) which will recompence my
pains, travell, and charge in fearch, as the

For verily my work did not exceed the ver-|
tue of one upon ;6. which advifing with my
Friend I had a farisfaGtory Reafon, gamely,
that the white being not the utmoft period,
the work in the fire will move beyond it, and

¥ :
. thours, and Receipts, who, coveting the|
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it is not eafieto difcern (but by long and off
| expe-
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i ;Ofpthe whizeneg‘g : fg’fl? r?e)u.{t to the heig| t W Thele Treatifes, Reader, thou fhale have in|
et mill et srorcit comestothat §order, I began with this firft,of whichl_woldf
f?VOl;ld ﬁl ttﬁgisﬁyhgl%nous, thar a man|§only fend out the firft partatprefent,that Ar-,
| /S tite nor-yf"o sl ti '8 f‘fﬂ white, and yet/lrifts may Ex Ungue Leonem. Thefecond part,
{1 ler fanda littlae mg I(e)gj 'ffffozﬁo Loon, orfis wholly practical, which I keep by me tilllg
| |wha it would do if taken julin tine. |l oW the firft will beaccepted ; Ifitbeas
!would ot g il ,T i tme, It/ §courteoufly accepredas it was candidly pend,;
| e b fcruqles havc':'cge{ dreau ¢ fo tell you Rexpe@ the others thortly. AndI am follici-}
| t !twccn thfI:) white ag?i ihénreet;lo {tusable .bf?’,f ting foran Elenchus Awtorum potifiimorumin'.
b lwhichl hope in not many trials IZOW *Wice, N Arie Chemica, with a Clavis Chemicato open!
but in 8 word. it ic oo o L 1a1s T0 amend s B heir Gabincts, that fo Students may have @
Prilad: - andﬂFls my crrour in Imbibicion | Beenfure of the trueand more perfpicuousAu-|
Fiiend will ot help me, but hach raches o (1013 0™ @ Sonne of A, and foneed not
\ me out, which I co}; e heL dozf rathfer Putifirzade in their 7yraciny fuch Labyriathian
| |vy,butin{crople of hisV 1, NOtYoren- BA nthors who either through grofs ignorance!
U Rold be e B f’o hls-\ow’ for my fuccels ‘ot pure eavy mifleade the unwary. Farewel,
b qua £0 stk e thouldeffect itlfar i thou gergcod by thefelines, let him!
. (him[elf] yethe rels me, that he doth truly!Bihave . e a e i g
| |inftruc meper ambagesyohich amtors ‘_m)tf havs thy well-wifhes in his operations, who|
undgfﬁandit}g have twice conﬁchlidcc‘ig kwr()ng. gl h\ldl_ous rofervetheeinthine, = ot o
tO the son-pius of my skill and ruine of m RN % IR
;.;vlo‘r/I;;,I rgiglg here make a large difcourfe 0-%_ < Anonymus Philockenticus,
| I |piedacptiand their Eligs, but thall referthe (| | L |
Raadertothe Treatifes for’?"meﬂﬁﬂned,bgin; ] ~ Anagrammatizomenos,

Unwillingmyfclftoﬂyto writing b | | i T

i O 11 1ng before my ¥ e ;
Fings be fledged. with more gxpcrigncc): ¥ : 8g7’€gtll«! Cbn/Zo.
i Gt Y Thefe A | |
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Programma. faic

Silero

,INveﬂi, accept, purzavi, pondere ju/fo

& Compsfuisinclufi fetum,debstogue calore
Foui, Expectavi, fizna /mcqw in tempore vidi,
Mo amplexa virum mulier, fua mewsbyra repenti
1itu disjunxit, fic funt facta ompia pulvis,
Obfcuro tinitus (4a mem)y 4 dirempta calore.
Targidus Exudat, volita:que per Aéra fumus
%z“ Condenfatus generat nigredine Corvuns., .
Sepefluct liguidus,necion day efcit, ¢ ompes

Induit in toro ot gust (unt orbe colpres
Hunc putrem afper(i Lymphatorore, lavandy, |
Dum color albefeens vi fus magis Enfe corbfc;m.
Capanit ad vices (eptem, lapss bic Paradyf;

In Luvam tingens Lmpuring omue metadzm:
Non tamen hic finis nom hac mea merglsdorum
Inviétus pergo, debitn retinendp ¢ dlovems
Sangainens quoadnfque color, cuns Sole meralls
Infimaféx aquaps ; verabac tiniiura s ophorum.|

Soli Deo Glosia.

—
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The Introduction. ~

The Firft Book.

A
e

3B _Allas 1 here invoke thee to my aid,
¢ Toleade in lofty ftrains my Ruftick
Quill; - . »
Ny;nphs of the Mufes, letit now e
atd, |
That to your Lovers you repay good will,
Aflitt me jointly Phaebus with thy raies,
A ppear now as thou didft in Hermes dates.

Thou alfe who by hidden Centrall heat,
oft in the Earth metalline bodies bake
By long dece&ion, Thou who haft thy Seat
n Kingdomes three, do.thou likewife awake:.
Gentle Minerva, do not now difdain,
To me thy feeret workings to explain.

3 There is a fubftance Homogeneall,
Which object lies unto the vulgar view;
Whence are produced bodies minerall,
For it of them ts th’only matter true; ‘ 8
 This fubftance altred is by longdgeftion, ¢ .
'To fundry kindes which differ in perfeQion, - |
4 Likewife |
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4 Tikewile an art there is which mof - ——f ¢ thoughiits Carpers many be, and feyr
4 Likewife an art d} ere 1s which moﬂ admire, I .. foungd who dalt?e ftand 1? pitto defend ;
%l]u.- tfeﬁw btelrllee sza?: s g_arg wholgoﬂth lrl:] kr}iow, B ThisScience ne’retheleffe thall fill remain
at Hxeth mettals-wiiich would fly the fire, | | ' : ) In. gt
And makes them to abide all blafts that blow, Immov.ea‘ble, ot g :gproagh 5 ﬁ‘am A
This tranfmutation is (as Sages told) G What thou ' | ‘
es ¢ . | gh fome varlets of this Artdo boaft,
r Of five to ﬁlvcr;ﬁx to perfe& Gold. WVho know therein no more then doth an Ape 2
i . H i, SRS - W hey {wear, they fwagger, as they rul’d the roaft,
§ Itis adwonder that Of Cﬂpper bafe, #Alluring fuch whoaftc? wealth do gape, .
gé‘:}lﬁ‘;&c’r?;ﬁg Ot?),e th?;ifd thA“ bf? mat;e, 0 To truft their oaths and lies, and to disburfe
: Dalf an hours fpace | B ir ski 7 1 N
' Mot perfe filver which will never g{de 3 | Feesmo o oy wip b vpllrft'- :
’ - ' » . . . - .
Such is tlhc BVFY tl;le of this ftone dxvmre, | o And when from them their moneys they have
Nor on »Yt IS, But to make gold mqﬁ fie . n fine it proves their Art is but achear, (got, |
D, " ' or what they vaunted, wretches ! they have not,
6 I doubt not but you gladly news would hear /& heir Skill is founded upon errors Seat ; ‘
Of thisrare Art, whofe vertye is fo ftrange, " Then are their greedy Creditors afham’d;
YCF may not every one to whom ’tlsdcar /B And curfe their craft,yet both are to be blam’d:
This Sctc?ce reach, and able be to change f - ¢ i
Imperfect mettals from ftate of Corruption 1 The one, fith what the know not they pretend,
And free the fick from danger of deﬁru&iot;. A nd {o decé’ivc the hafty Zrcdulous; 25 1 ’; ,
373 gk | I he other who fo ready is to fpend g
7 Since then all to this Art have not a right, 1 BHis goods'upon pretancs fabufl)ous : '+
But fuqh alone whom God above dOth_ch'oofc Let all beware henceforth left that they tufh
Are heirs thereto, the reft for want of light To lofe a bird in hand for two i°th bufth, ;
May grope fo long themfelves until they lofe, G IV -
Thcrchrc:moﬁ'leamed men_this Ar.tderidel, 12 Butyet for all this may we not &onglude,
And all its fearchers they feverely chide. | [Becaufe of falfe men that the Ar is not ;
' | & | hough Lawyers do their Clients oft delude
8 Yetknow for all thatit is furely trye. ' i In ;
R ' : : i : , - L+
. | Xts principles on Nature do depeg’d, e p La‘w ¢ luﬁ N s,
At A s SIS G T f IR I&W[iél..i.slﬁlcg;;edLlnﬁ?:\&
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Of 1rs detence (hall make me onee afratd :

' That it on nature grounded is, no fear :

Sois this Science, let the o.ﬂ'ende‘rs bear 87 Forby thisrule thereis not any thing
Deferved blame, the Art it felf s clear, ay Credence gain but what our felves do know,
' A his would the world into confufion bring |
13 Firlt then I thall by Reafons very plain, rom fuch a root iff confequence would grgw -
And alfo by examples make appear, A They who fo hard are to beleeve would think
Againft oppofers who this skill difdain, - Full ill, if they of the fame cup fhould drink.
When thisis prov’d the hardeft work is done; §8 Methinksif Ia thing affirm’d fhould reade
The means it to attain you’l finde anon. Dr hear from one, againft whom there doth lie
. No juft exception, *twere a thameful deed, -
14 Fie on fuch Judges rath who will condemn o tax the truth of whac I hear. for why ?’
Thac which they know not, nor yet can difcern; § If I would credit finde, thould I not truft ? .
Shall colours cenfur’d be by fightlefle men 2 Do as thou wouldft be done by, thisis juft. el
Or thofe of learning judge who ne’re did learn? gy ’ |
*Tistrue, kil was, and ever will be found, 9 But more then this, we have not only here
Save fools, Art hath no foes upon the ground. B'wo or three Witnefles and blameleffe men
s to the point which makes ones word to beag
15" We fay then and affirm; that Alchemy, eight of belief, butalfo from the pen
Its Bafis hath fo near on Nature latd, Of many hundreds isthé"h'#ng affirm’d.
Thacicis ot the proudeft Enemy, ©  ~ - R And daily is by many more confirm’d.

N

Anderel leave I'le makejitevident, o All Ages, Countreys, Nations eke afford
To men of Reafon by found Argument. s ftore of teftimonies, mer: of worth *
o 0 or skill and learning, fo that thei ¢
16 And firft it’s no fmall evidence to'usy ©' » . Might feem enough this truth for tt(')lila;ﬁiwf;f:{iif
That many witnefles of ic are found, But yet befides with folemn vows they have o
)i credit good; who if it were not thusy 7 Afferted itwhen going to the grave. =~ 7 |
uft all b’adjudged falle, nor isit found' - | W e _ |
To cenfure thofe who have the Artaffirm’d, R1 So that the Word and Oath of heneft men
As falfe, that fo they may-be juglers term’d.  JAnd fuch who have been nobleforrenown. - | @
. 1 FO- i , . "A'T_hd_& g
Vil . - e 3
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| Whil'ft living, yea, and after, eventhen,
| When to the earth they were juﬁ gotag down
Ifit prove nothing I am much forgor,
A true mans dymg words are doubted nat.

|
f
l
)

3 22 For can we dream fuch perfons as they wcre
' Who with moft facred Proteltationsdid

| This Art affirm, fo great a blot would bear

~ iFor ever, asto be when death had hid

Their eyes, reputed for deceitful men,
Begudmg boneﬁ Students with their pen

23 Of thofe who of this Art do bear a Name
‘Ftrﬁ Noble Hermes comes upon the Stage,

4A Royal Prince and of deferved Fame,

{His Peer was not afforded in his Age

He Alchcmy renown’d as he was able
Compr:f ng’cin his brief <maragdme Tabic

24 In whlch whoevc1 liftech for to reade,
(Shall finde it true and free from any lye,
iThat things above a Symphoay did leade
1Wnth thofe things feated underneath the sky,
| From whence proceedeth adaptation ftrange,
| OfOQne thing marvellous : I need not range
!

s Throug‘l other of his writings, which do ali
But Eccho to the truth which there is couched,

word fufficech wife men, he that fhall

_ That
”mmmmmm
‘ SN wl A

| £ paguer likewife, thefe with all-their might .

That he fhall finde fufficient evidence:
To clear the thing from found experience.

26 Geber and Haly with calid ancient Ki'ng'.s‘, |
Acteftants are with many others moe, |

Whofe names a Book would fill, the world it pir ’,

With teftimontes of them, fo chat no
Pretence may be the Artfor to: denys--ins
Except one will thefe Authours vilifie: .+ ..

Bernvzrd of Trefne Marquefle, great in skill,
A modern writer, doth avow the fame,
Who after Errours long, of meer gooa-wxll
A Treaufe wrote, both Sophifters to blame,
And alfo Searchers deviarit to leade, (tread
"Twere ftrange if he condemned paths {hould

28 The Noble Polack Authour of New hght
Flammel allo of worthy memory, |

Do grace the fecret Art of Alchemy.

To whom thefée named Authors wont fuffice; |-

Say whathe lift he is more nice then wife..

29 AdmitI fora thmg no ground can fee,
“Twere folly in me firaight for to conclude -
The negative, fince many things there be
In whlch I have no skill, there’s none that’s rude
In any thing but it to him appears .
Im poilible, which yet its Reafon bears.
B

3 q IAn'd

7
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30 And what [ cannot with-my wit perceive,

Becaafe they are removed from my Sphear,

Another knows, then fhall I not beleeve

A knowing man, nor deign to give an ear,
Becaufe his words are quite above my reach,

- Becaufe I 'cannot learn can he not teach?

21 Moreover divers who did not pretend,
Unto this Art, haveyet covinced been,

Of its undoubted truth, and to defend
Itfrom afperfions onthe Stage are feen ;

" Learn’d Hoghland if you lift for to perufe,
Y ou need not fear left he fhould you abufe.

32 For why? the difficulties he relates

Of Alchemy, and from it all diffwades,

For which end he recounteth his fad fates,

Advifing men to choofe profeffed Trades,
And it forfake ‘fince *ds fo hard to finde,
Y ct it to blaft he was not {fo unkinde.

33 Brave Helmonts Teftimony I might eite,
To whom prefentedwas a portion {mall
Of the Red powder, which was of the might
For to tran{mute, to bide the trials all

Of perfect gold, Unconftant Aercury,

Of this fame Art an utter Enemy,

Full nineteen thoufand times its quanuty.

24 Old An/elm here I on the Stage "m.ight brmg,

B | . Cond
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Convinced firft andfrought to -wondcﬁﬁ'g;
By an Experiment which himfelf didery, -
Of a fmall powder in an Old Book found,

Which tinged Argent vive to gold moft found. | .

35 At whichamaz’d the thing he did relate
Unto a Goldfmich his intire friend, =
Whom to eonfirm after he told his fate,
That which remained hedid freely fpead,
And thus 2 double witneffe was created,
Of whom one formerly the Art had hated.

36 Yet all(perhaps)thefe teftimonies clear,

- [INot fcarce the tithe of what we could produce
Mwill ferve a Cavillet, who will not fear -

orto reproach; where wifedom might induce
His judgement to fufpet,and not to throw
Scandal on what1’th’leaft he doth not know.

37 We therefore the Ingenious to ferve
n what we may, fhall prove by reafons firm;
hatth’ Art is pofiible,though many fwerve

Min feeking it, che truch that doth not harm,

Let them look to it who the work begin,
How they praceed if ere they mean to win.

g X For‘é firft grolind i hom&eu uhderﬁand; ‘

he qualities of that which we wonld finde,
Elfe you’re unfic fuch things to take in hand,
Inleffe you know how kinde produceth kinde:.

2 ‘This
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This God bath fet to Nature for a Law, '(draw

e ———

39 T’encreafe and multiply he did command
Il Herbs and Trees, all birds and forts of beafts,

he Fifhes eke and men who underftand

| ,-l. ~_ |What Reafon to them from his works fuggefts,

Yet all in kinde their.own kinde muft encreafe,
- By propagation whiel {hall never ceafe.

40 This propagation fo¥ to bring about

Each thing he bleft with vertue feminal,
(Which Herbs and Trees into the Air bring our,’
}Bur hidden lies in the Reins animal %

The only queftion whicli is: now to prove,.
Is, af that Minerals from God aboye

141 Were bleffed with a feed to multiply,
And to encreafe their kinde like other things;
This once if clear’d no {craple then can Jie,
But that the vertue feminal which brings

All things to light,ic felf may multiply,

In mettals, as in all things under sky.

|42 This for to clear to the Ingenuous,

t The generation I fhall here relate |

1Of Metals, which by Sulphur un&uous |

Engendred are which doth coagulate, |
And fix a fluent moifture mineral, Lo
Which Mercury Philofophers do call. 1

© The Warburg Institute. This material is Iicen5413ndT Cn
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That from its like each thing its form fhouldl

et water it doth far in weight exceed,

Aflays to bring the matter to a change,
B
gative-Commons.Atribution.Non.Commercial 3.0 Unported License

3 This Mercury a dry humidity~ -
which dotk flow, yet wetteth not the hand,
it a mighty force doth hidden lie,
h'attempts of Artiftsic can well withftand,
Difdaining to be fever’d by the fire,
Its parts fo firmly knit fcorn to retire.

4 Of water it the progeny is known,

herefore a hidden vertue we muft own,
hence fuch a condenfation fhould proceed,
This vertue is the feed in nature plac’c
By God alone, and never yet defac’t. it

5 For can one be fo ftupid as to think

hat water of its own accord fhould caufe,
ichin it felf fo great a change, and link

ulphur and Mercury with fo firm Laws,
Its own dimenfions to penetrate,

S0 many times a metall to create,

6 No there muft be an inward agent granted ‘

lfe would a thing unehanged ftill remain :

his Agent is the form that water wantcd’,
hile 1t its proper nature did retain ;
This form is light the fource of Central
Which cloth’d with matter doth a feed

heat,
beget.

7 The Seed no fooner is produc’t, but foon
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On it it ftamps its Chara&er, which done,

e e

To which the feed implanted doth intend. -

L)

48 Nor may this feem a fable to the wife,

|| 2= [For all things live according to their kindes,

Their life is light which in them hidden Jies,

. = Difcerned by the eyes of {oaring mindes -

To them difcovered is true Natures Map,
By whom produced nothing is by hap.

. 7140 No, fbe ber fecret Agent doth poffeffe,

| Which in the Univerfe is only one,

~But 1s diftin@® through fpecies numberleffe

According to therr feeds, which Godalone
In the beginning did produce, and then

50 The feed is then the mean that doth unite
-IThe form unto its matter, and doth raife
=|Anappetite r'th patient, and fnvite

The adtive vertoe to its work, .and lates
This Law on all its a&iens, thac it $hail
Toits own end dire its motions all,

'+ ls1 The end artained ofice, this fife 1s hid,
-{And hedged in with fenfes corporall,
“[Where'it prefervegits Eody, bur dosh bid
“|Adieu to futare wotking, till it thalf - -

© The Warburg Institute, This.materialis licensef:ind
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Set them their Law found out by'mental men.

£y | Revived be, and ferment new receive, .
-|The matter lives,and that which may feem ftrange B
Co-worketh with the Form t’attain theend, §

New operations in’t then you’l perceive,

52 Ittherefore isan errour very gréat,

To think “caufe metals are 4o firmly knit

\Their principles together, that the feat

‘W herein their feed refides is foup fhit,

| That by the eye it cannot be difcern’d,
Thercfore itisnot; No man thatis learn’d

53 Can fuch conclufion make ; For why,’tis plait
All things in Nartures Kingdomes which are foun

A hidden fpirit in them do contain, .
In which Cceleftiall qualities aboand,
| - The hider is a body vifible,

} The hidden but a fpiric invifible.

Of which the animal and vegetable
Enclos’d are with a leffe enduring fhell,
| Them to defend from change which is riot able,
| They daily therefore move from ftate to ftate
i Until a new form doth the old abate.
|

a
(

55 Butin th~e Kingdom mineral there are
Bodies of fuch a perfe® compofition,

May change them, for th*are homogeneal,
~ In matter and in form, and therefore fhall

N ‘::j—.:-f‘-': \56 —ghanc‘ .t

\

2

| That they the wafting flames know to out-dare,.
| Nor all confuming time from their condition

d

P 54 YetConcretes all in Kingdoms three d‘.,o dwell
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"*‘ -~ 56 Changejefie abide in their
=i If nocrefoliv’d by Ageat prev
ponent principles which lie .
Clofely contan’d, fo clofe, that their intent
Many do lofe who feek them to untie, |
Aud yet their Artcannot afcend fo high.

{14)

-To their com

4 i

s . p———— .
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integrity,

alent

58 And may be eafie Are and foon b

b

Its former fhape again to re-aflume,
_{Suchlabours ro this end availeth nought;
If Léad then be fo firm. we mav prelume

; ‘ , We may prelume,
- More perfect metals are more permanent,
And more delude fond Artiftsweak intent,

¢o But now the place wherein it doth‘abidé,
May be of ufe to letyou underftand,

© The Warburg Institute. This material is licensed under é‘Cr

i 57 The meaneft metall, Lead, although fublim’d
To vapour,and this work thongh oft repeated
Or though to Litharge turn’d, or elfe calcin’d
To Cernfe,Sugar, or Glafle, yet defeated
Shall be his pains, who thinks tis then unti’de
For notwithitanding Lead it doth abide, -

.

e broughr,

il = |59 Conclude we then and that on certain gronnd
| - |That mecals do poffefle mecalline feed, |
-[Which though retired far may yet be found, =
1By fuch whe fearch the ri ’
Elle could they not engendred be, nior kepe,
In this their Beirg, of Seed alone th’effe&,

glit way for to {peed s .

%

-~ '
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|And from it feed doth its beginning take,

e R
Since it fo fecretly it felf dothhide, |
Nor open lies unto each fearchers hand ; .
The feat is water homogeneal,
Evenasitis in ofher Concretes all, = .

61 For feed the vital fpirit is which doth, .
1n water only of 1ts kinde remain, Bt
It lives wheh water lives, and fhow’th. Y
In it an a&ive force, when thisis flam~ "

By over-pow’ring might of congelation,
It lies perdue, paflive in Contemplation. - -

-

62 Yetthough {u ppreft, its life is not extin&, ‘f=
But may by Art be quickened again, &
And to new motion {tirred up, and linkt
Unto a {ubftance new that may contain
Such vertue in a parcell very fmall i
As may tranfcend its Concrete minerall. - |

4

63 For why, the lifeit felf feeks to encreafe, |
Where e’re its freed from its imprifoned-thralf;* '/~ §
Much like to fire which kindled doth notceafe = §
It felf to muldply, nor e¥er fhall 5
Anend be found of its encreafing might,
If fed with fuell new, fince it of light

64The of-spring is from whence all form ddth ﬂo‘w,’ :

Whofe nature is ftill more and more to grow, *
Nor of encreafing any end will make, F

bo- <00 o .
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/=66 The Reafonis,for that the former kindes -
: %mh vegetall and animall are made

| "Areallinclin’d, and oft their old form lofe,

- Thisrootis Mercury, whofe bulk though fimalt
- [Iswondrous weighty, neither hand nor foot,

|+ 168 Which Sulphur is not vulgar, but indeed
- (Unto the Mercury’s effentiall,

- |Eachdoth the'other hold, and each do need
{Of either help and vertue mutuall,

| ~ Them fever, for that Art is hid from man.

So leng as matter new is ftill fuppii’d.,

Which ceafing ftraight, this life 1¢ felf doth hide,
!

65 But why itis forare a thing to fee,

In bodies metalline this wondrous might,

Which vegetables all poffeffe, that he

Which it denies, is blinde, alfo the fight
Can reach to fee this Seed in Animals,

Which yet moft fecret is in Minerals.

;
|

f parts diffimilar, there is withall
f principles unlikeneffe, which to fade

Nor long enjoy the new which late they chofe.
. fasi b o — —
67 But metals and metalline bodies all,
Engendred are from a moft ftable root

Or head oreye in it js there diftin®,
But its intirely one to Sulphut linkt. ]

Thefe arg conjoyned fo that no force can

LA 6 e ¢
© The Warburg mmmmw&mggq

g Therefore becaufe the Atome leaft of gold
s gold,and hath of 1t the form intire,

 Bi1ts Elements together fo do held,

And all its parts fo firmly do confpire, :
j The feed of it ts therefore by no Are,
From its own body to be made to part.

R———

70 So then its feed in truth is nething elfe

Butits own water, which in fécters lies

So chain’d within 1ts center where it dwels
‘Thatit is not apparent to theeyes,

. Ne to the minde, but of a mental man

3 - Who knows a Key this lock which open can,
|

1 fhall ics vertue heavenly declare,

| *Tis Natures darling, Heavens Progeny,
Framed by God all things to multiply.

72 Inbodies all it is, yet gorporall
* Tis nor, it worketh vifibly, yectis
Invifible, it freely afts, yetall
Its operations are enforc’t to this,
That out of kinde nothing engender may, |
- For God-and Nature never ga aftray.

73 So tb‘cn althoygh I faid t-ll'at"Mercury
|Golds water wasits fecd, yet underftand

Unported | icense

-

e
From which dotl rife on earth each being thing,
From which all concretes eke engendred are 3 -

My
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71 But now of Seed my Mufe is brought te fing, |-

& foith o

"
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My meaning not to confter Jiterally,
Which isan errour, but.on th’other hand,
Know that this Mercury the feed is nam’d

1=} Becaufe in it ’tis next of all contain’d.

{74 So then the bbd is the waters neft
i~ {In which it doth refide, the water eke

- |The Spirits habitacle, where doth reft

R SRy

75 Behold a man who in his reins contains,
O1 mankinde the true matter mafeuline,
Which mixt in matrix due, intime attains

., | The Parents ferm, which by a foul divine

Compleated isinto a perfe& man,
In time his likeneffe propagate which can.

The life which it to motion did difpofe.

-

© The'Wa

76 This feed or {fperm which to the outward e

| |Is vifible, is not the vitall fire, |

|| But that a {pirit is, which to defcry

| A mental man Natares light doth infpire, A
For fenfe doth teach the fubftance foon may lofe

' | This heavenly off-spring which fo many feek,
i Yetfinde it nor, becaufe they mif-conceive
Their work,and therfore do themfelves deceive.|-

77 Behold an Egge which when the Sun returns
|InSpring the hen doth lay, how it by heat,
. {From thing ro thing by conftant motion turns,
101 | Of icuill time a chicken doth beget, '

% .

$ 2

ye |

b |

Yet

{

i 81 Orif yqu rather lift it for to nam_e,

|

“+ A chick, but putrifies, whence te be bold b

_ (33‘9\').

Yet fhake this:Egge till you the matter hear -,

78 Obferve a Seed which growing things do bear,
And which within the easth a life receives, |,
To fpring and grow, itstbganches far and near
Spreading, whichare adoth’d with pleafant leaves,

Its vegetatve vertue ts defeated. Gt

- o LY
1

{
) 90 - 14

79 So then by thefe examples it appears, .~
The fubftance or the fperm is not the feed,.
Which 1s indeed a life of light, which bears
The nature, which the Heavens only feed,
Itactsin bodies as they are difpos’d,
Which difpefition n’is to fools difclos’d.

8o Forasan Egge onwhicha ben hath fate
Some daies, if {uffred to wax through cold,
Becomes incapable to generate

Y ou may, that feed of matter, ne of weight
Partakes, whofe death of neither doth abate.

Of Concrete things the vertue feminall,

In matter due difpos’d, and therewithall.

'C‘

Doth in the Compound daily motions caufe,
All which are bounded by their proper Laws. -

Within to jog, *twill not hatchinayear. , . |

g

Which in each Kingdom doth its likenefle frame =
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-1 82 Thereforea maeer daly fitted, then
Il =1 Accordingunto naturé well difpos’d,

And govern’d rightly, doth from fecretden

A centrall fire ftir up, which being los’d,
Unceflancly its task doth never ceafe, .
Unlefle fome errour Nacure doth difpleafe.

" 83 And thus no doubt I have made to appear
| That Alcbemy 1s not a feigned Art

But reall, which its grounds hath firm, that bear
Themfelves on Nature, of which but a part

I have produc’r,and thofe more generall_ -

In dae place other Reafons finde you fhall.

§2 Its witnefles almoft innumerable ~,

P Of fuch who Artifts were, and not a few,
Who to attain the skill were never able,
Have by the eye convinc’t been that its true,

7 be End of the Firft Book. -

13 And for that Arpumient doth moft convince,

1 An Ariift once I faid, T knew him well,

: (2t) |
"THE SECOND BOOK.

T-He Noble Art of fecret Alchemy,

We undertaken have to vindicare,

And bave defi’d the ftouteft enemy,
ith reafon it for to calumniate,
And for this caufe we have by argument,
To prove its poffibility our forcesbenr.

And not as fome rafh cenforsit efteem,
Who groundlefly it for a fancy deem.

Which frem experience for proof is brought, 1
I by the fame this truth can well evince
tinto my felf, for itis pot bare thought,
. But witnefle of the eye doth me engage,

Which to deny is nothing elfe then rage.

And oft and long with him I did converfe,
He in this skill did many men excell, |
Of whom I from my knewledge can rehearfe
That he had both Elixer white and red,

So much as would all credit far exceed.

] |
J ‘
14 ‘
4 "
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=|5 Of the white medicine to me 2 part,
~{ He freely gave two ounces weiglivand more,

Which was of vertue truly to convert,

Into pure'filver, finer then from Off,
Is ever melted (without any lye) * = -
Full fixfcore thoufand times its quantity,

6 Butfince fo far I have difclos’d, becaufe

| Xt may be dariger if I fhould conceal,

How that I {pentit moft, for me the Laws
Of covetife fo bound, that all thart deal
I fondly fpent ; The Saddle for to win,
I laft the Horte's Thus for a filly pin

7 I'many pQr.jinéfs did iqfe,‘whi'c.h you {hail hear,

'*| For fo the giver did his gifis beftow, ot
Thac felf might felf intrap, who withoutfear

Attempred chings to work I'did not know ;'
Yetwhat I bring this for, by it is.proved, -
Uanleffe my faicth to queition you be moved.

8 But be thatasicwill, Ldo proteft,

That divers hundred ounces1 have feen

Of filver, true_for goodneffe to the beft |
‘Equal, which by my hands have tinged been;

Of dercury, which ftreight it tincted all.

perfed from that which iscrude;

[

|
g o For do not think that it doth only fever,

o —————————— v .

By bare projecting of this fubitance fmal! /"

Fad
e )

|
|
|
!
|

{
Botl
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But tingeth all, and fixeth, fo that never

It fhall from fire fly, nor doth exclude .
Ought from partaking of perfetions type,
But what is heterogeneous, notunripe.

10 Of Mercury a pound its weight will be

Of Silver pure, within a fcruples loffe, i
Lead little more with wafte, but tin to fee  (drofs-
Would make one wonder, whence althougha .|
- Were burnt, yet will its weight in fire encreafe, |-
Though fire to wafte by nature doth not ceafe.

ESR

11 The reafon is for thatin Tin an Air,

Is vifibly contain’d, as Thesphraft,

And Helmont well obferve, which being rare

The fubftance unto which it is made faft,
Makes lighter then it felf, fo Ice doth lack

Of'its own weight to water when brought back. |-

12 On Copper, and on Iron, yea, on Braffe, -
And Pewter I my medicine did affay, '
n Spelter eke, Soder, yea on Tinglaffe,
nd Regulus of Antimony, and may fay |
With truth it conquers all metalline things, =
And with 2 all to perfection brings, -

3 I nothing found which wasto it of kin;

ut it would tinge it into filver pure,
ea perfe gold by fire it entred in,
nd 00 a white glaffe turn’d it, which ’endute
All trials would teach other metals bafe,

AR

But then this Lune which had-of Lune the face |-

C

14'Would:
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=] 14 ‘Would like to gold abide in Aqua fort, ) ‘I do efteem, he was fo furea friend
={And ,wo[u'ld like gold paffe Antimony, yea, 4 To me, and will be fo unto theend, -
“Inweight it equal’d So/, fo that report | - . : | -
- 4 i P | 19 His prefent place in which he doth abide
“|Hath told me «t was white gold by th’affay, I kcoul g £ forpthe world he walks about, - :-

7 L redterwiy beranferhe gndture white Of which he is a Citizen, this Tide,

|7 Withredearth was fermented,cicher Light — He'is to vifit Artifts, and feek out -

i - 15 Did t_hefcfbre fhew its vertue in projetion, Antiquities on voyage gone, andwill .|
* | Which did produce gold of a Lunar hue, ’ Return, when he of Travellhath hisfill.. | |-
f‘; 1 Or Luna which Sol equal’d in perfe®ion, N 2 o i ot |
i | Onlyof Solit wanted colour due, | ;2.1?5 gf ilmi(s)rilnagleE nlg;égi‘;’n;?;e%inotc

:l[\i g rl‘;aclf,_knowr:n éhx; worlt(]ing gvhen Inhad B lwas bOrn?his Fortul:_: 2 good-?w'and oy b
of my ruedicine, I had been made. I |Of Armsisof a great Antiquity,

)

1y

| :2':’;{ ++116 For why this Lune is gold indeed, and will His Learning rare, his years {carce thirty thrce-,ﬁ
. ~|For gold be fold at more then half the rate, Further defeription get you not from me.

At which that 8o/ which tin&ed hath its fill, - o1 Acquaintantc with him very firangely came |

| Andin all trials when examinate o g
b Wil be allow’d: this knew I il ¢ . {To me beyond my expeg‘tanonfar, 5
Twice f Wik BARGRE S okl ¢ His love to me was cordial, thefame
Wice forty ounces wentat Lunar rate. - B T juft and will acknowledge; nor a bar

‘| 17 Butif with Silver pure your medicine I hope hereafter may the fame divert,
You melt, you (hall bave a moft pure glaffe, Though it to purchafe I do want defert,
Like to a new {lipt fword which bright will fhine, § L, gyl long I knew that he a Mafter Wzis,'

*|In which the owner may behold his face, ‘ And oft bad feen it by experiment,
Yetis B s A whicencreaft, 2re he would {o far me vouchfafe to grace
(But only further fpread) ne yet decreaft. With any portion of it, his intent

18 This man who gave this gift to me poffeft 1 hoped was at laft me fo to blefle, |
Both red and whice, his Name {hall not be known, Which yet I durft not over-boldly prefle.

 |For living.he"s{I hope, long be he bleft , | Yool L4
With happy daies, for his life as mine own | dogat o S B ol B - And
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| il - The forefaid bleff;

23 And whatif worthy he fhall finde by preof
Me to cortinue ? I my feltaffare |
He further will beftow, this thall me move
To befo faithfull to him, that e’allgre

‘Me to do oughr unto his prejudice,
No favour thall prevail in any wife,

24 When then on me he freely did conferre

ng,al{o he did adde

A portion of his Mercury, and there
Aﬂ‘ume;{];m&, that I'a Treafure had
Martchlefle if God my eyes would pleafe to oge
'Or elfe I blindely might be lef; ro grOpe. . s

| 25 This Mercury was that wich which he did :

/| This.was the Menft

Ris Redftone multi ply cxceedingly

rue with fuch cunning hid,
By all the Mafters of this myftery, |
Nor this of faith from him | barely had,
ButI had feen by him experiment made.

26 I'faw him put his red ftone in by weight
In that fame ¥, which then digefted :
Diffelved it, and alfo made it {treight/
Colour to change, and from that time ne refted
Nor day nor night, ll in three daies it was
Red perfet, but firft black and white did paffe,

27 I'thought (O fool) T thought that if the red
And white were both multiplicable, then
One progreffe linear to either led,

Was a falfe ground, this my errouy ten

(Whjch

-
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Of twelve parts quite deftroi’d, and
So many loffes might me not fuffice.

N3 Thofe two parts then I mixt with 'Lm;d pure,

Ten other times its weight, and then anew

I fell to work again, hoping that fure,

Once right might nincteen errours loffe renew,
Yet when my fire was almoft out, I thought
Upon the reafon of the thing I fought. -

29 I'then began to think of Authors faws,
And them inmindeI very oft revolv'd,
My operations judg’d by Natures Laws,
At length by Meditation I refolv’d, -
That each thing hath its proper difpofition,
‘And each thing’s ordered after its condition,

30 Ifound my medicine which for the white
Is either Atomes, as the Artift findes it
After that Nature hath it fixe,when bright
Is of the black created, then who mindes it,
Tencreafe in vertue or in quantity,
Muft order his working accordingly.

31 If to encreafe its pondsus he intend,
He then may it imbibe, not being cold

With milk made warm, the glafs then fhut t'attend |-

His fire let him be fure, nor be he bold
To give it milk fo largely it to ghue,
Nor then forget of meat to it to put.

Ci

yet unwife,

]

J-,
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{32 Butif his glaffe have once been cooled, then Of that fo great a fecret for to five,
= He mett rerment his white-work warily, But keep.it for his fake who did it give.

B
~Obferving igs proportion due, for when 37 So that few grains excepted I did wafte

i “|A man fermeénts, he maytoo moift or dry
il His Compound make,which then requiresa cure All what I bad heftowed on me, hoping
i To hwat length upon the r:ght and plac’t

Oiw hlch to miffe a ﬂranger will be fure. My thoughts fo orcit, that thus madly groping

- j33 Thnewat laﬁ the Red was like the fire. I rob’d my felf thus of a twofold treafure,
" [The white more like che Air, the firft with water The loffe of which I may repent at lcxfurc

= Mixed asin the firft work doth defire \ |
|| :[The (3me hear, and produceth figns thcreafter 38 My fire nigh-out, T farced was to fped . /2.
i | iSome of what did remain to ferve expence,

Althoagh ‘thorcer time the work fucceed, |
Till that I found T foon fhould fee an end
' Becaufe the matter nothing leffe doth need. Ofalt, if this Tdid g0 oft,"And theree
" 34 Butthewhite ﬁone whxch is lefle fire, smore air, 1 did conclude wich vow the reft to keep
{1 Kt ichavefuch a quantity of milk, | | Uafpent, unfeen, until I flept deaths fleep.

' “Will drowned be_ nor will the dr; nefle bear
i 8 'Suﬂiuent force, to powder foft as filk,

- |- Tore- congcal more then a fourch of water _
| A,"I i | Then muft anothﬂr tomtb part follow after.

| N30 With folemn vowI therefore did referve
| JiSome few grains (very few) nor of the force
As it was given firft, yet to preferve
i | WMy life on urgent need, without remotfe,
{/e8 35 Thus muft it be by turns imbib’de untnl . { N Tmight makeufe of what 1 had, yet fo
- Itbe brought to a courage ﬁurdy bold - .| .0 Thatbeyond need I wouldm fpendmg go.
{8- Then muft all be clofe- fealed, andicwill 40 And need fince that inforced me to ufe
il A TomewhitTihnges br exPﬁ i 7nislabid, {. MSome little of a litcle, fo thatnow

||  Thee afterwards in blackneife fourty daxes | s ‘
h e - Thereft I was compel’d ( ne could I choofev) ,
| | And ther will (bew white Phebe’ s ] plendent raies. | NTo mix with Luna fine, or elfe I trow

| 36 Thiswhen well had wengh'd my hand | held il 1foona grain might lofe which was my ftore,
|| And what] bad of my white medicine leﬁ: . N Thisthen I mixtwith other ten grams more,
| I kept, refolving T Would not compeld ety ;
| [With Gods affitiance he wholly bereft 3 130 e @ g 7y ST
| 3 A ' Of -8 5 ‘ ‘ —
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i Azld for I was afraid it for ro (pill
i Alter perfection, which Was my defire

41 ThushaveItold a Story verv tru
Not what I heard by hcarf!y or}l;y f:;ac
But what my {elf beheld, which thing but few
Have feen, yer this on credit of my Name

I doaverre, and know no caufe, bt why
Another may beleeve not judge a lie.

“142 Now for the ¥ which did remain
'} /A many trials perdy [ did prove
1 ' =|On gold which by this ¥ is flain,

it C,orrupgs and lofeth fqrm, fo great the loye
1 ©| Iswhich between him and his Sifter js
That in her arms his foul retuens with bliffe.

43 Then fthe her garment like Pearl orient:
Doth ftain with colours till at length the black
Eclipfe both Sun and Moen in Firmament.

b And both of them all fpark of light do lac’kg

The Earth then water doth become, and fo
The wazter thickned into earth doth grow,

I : ; \
44 ThisIdid try, and faid, and after black,

The colours of the Rainbow did a v

Yy "E' I ;:;‘ ; 3 P ear E

{1 [The Peacocks-Tayl, andwhen all thefe did flack
The Crefc¢pt Moon appeared very clear, =~

| ’ 1 Iaw untif the Earch likg Heaven fhon’e,, :

And all became like a celeftial Throne, X

| . , : yino
1| |45 Thisforthe feafon of the year wasill, =~
A Aﬂdfmtednotunro:helat'ter“ﬁre A Apadia

b J
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46 This then on § 1did projedt,
Being with D firft of all allai’d,
¢ tinged fifty parts, Idid dire&

then confidered how fondly I

. 5

My courfe this to imbibe, but it affai’d
In vain, for why? I had it cooled, fo
To Imbibition foolifhly did go.

47 And fo who thought the red to have attain®d
/ithout leaft doubt, yet found by proof I was
nskil’d in this, though Nature not difdain"d
o bring me to the Black, which I did paffe, .
And after colours gay the white admir’d,
Yet fell fhort far of what I moft defir’d,

8 Thus with my trials oft my, Mﬁf@,_&iﬂ’;
Vas now to nothing brought or verglictle,

To try, that I might fee a work begun, (Sun.
And brounght unto the Moon though not the

ad wafted chat which might have buil a fpittle,
And with my menftrue all my Art was loft,
Of whofe skill fince I may full truly boaft,

49 Then God I praifed with moft thankful minde,
bat he had fhewn me by a demonftration
nfallible, which none can be fo blinde

As not for to beleeve, a Confolation

In all my loffes this to me remained,

That I had feen what here I have explained.

g0 At

g

y \
: i 7 Vi

-
-l
B

-

|
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| Did nothing pleafe me, for my hopes did lie
i On hxm,‘which this hus anfwer did diftreffe,

< ¥ou to the Art, hemwill in time beftow

'*| 53 When you were rude giftl
| A gift but fuch as mightit felf defiroy

-1 { fee for you at prefent it t’enjoy -

. -| 54 Thisleffon of fo much divinity,

50 Atlaft my good friend once again T met,

And what had happened I did not hide. -

I praied him my foily to forget, j -]

And hop’d anew from him to be fupplid, . |
But this alfo my hope was much deluded, |

Nor did 1t fo fall out as I concluded, !

51 For when he underftood what I had tri* b f
And whatat laft God profpered me to fee,
He faw if that he me anew fuppli’d, ‘
That I could go to the Hefperian Tree,

And plnck thie Apples at my lift, and then
Might do mich mifchief unto honeft men,

§2, Thus therefore faid, Friend, if that God bath .
(chefe

T lic fame, butif he in his wifedom knows
You are unfit; ey #hat you’l mifchief do,

Accurfed (!l that man be who fhali arm
A mad man, to do thoufand others harm.

gave you great,
&f Heavens fo ordain’d, nor is it meet

What Heavens have deni’d may I not grant,
Or elfe I fhall be guilty of your Rant,

At the fame time I heartily confeffe

) " -
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For faid he,fates to you have knowledg granted, |-
P But yet the thing by you muft now bewanted. |

¢ Then ftraitT gave him for to underftand -
ow God had of the water taught the skill,

y which faid 1in time I may command

hat you deny, which therefore try I will,
Nay then, quoth he, attend to whatI fay,
It will be good, and you may bleffe chis day:

6 Know then that we are fo feverely bound

y ftrongeft vows never for to fupply
ny man byour Art, who may confound

he world, if he at will it held, for why 2

whatill foe’re he a& upon this fcorc,'
It all thall lie before the Tellers dere.

7 Now then confider what a prife youhad, = -
oth of the Stene and of the Mercury, =~
ould any one have thonght a man not mad,

o much would lofe without a reafon why 2~
Had reafon guided you you might ere now, .
Of what I gave have ha enough I trow.

8 For had you taken gold moft perfc&pﬁrc, LEN

nd added but a grain of this yonr Stone

o itiri fufien, it would have been fure

o have united, then might you have gone
About the work with that your Mercury,
with which this gold had mixed fpeedily. -

59 Your.

el

~ L 'S : s

¥

b -
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{ '~| 59 Your work had then been fhortned very much ' | |

:‘ ) : y mochlf Sometimes a year, and muft your charge renew
‘V)‘&;’ll)nch you m’xght well have govern’d to the red, And paias, or elfe your follyy you may %ué.
ere when *twas come you faw how I with fuchll Aol by : o |
i ~iSulphur and Mereury new golddidwed. —— —— [fb4 In which time if your minde cannot be free
| Youfaw the pondus and the Time, and Fear. . |JPU. D€ incumbred with diftracting care, *

. What more could you have wifht the Art to ger 1Hl; ctou'and perils you thal Tarely,fec,
. - A tO Bt 48And much fhall lofe which you can hardly fpare,

60 Butalfo feeing now you know the Art Attend theref
| _ ore unto my ceunfell, {o
How to prepare this fiery Mercury, You fhall conditionaﬂy tgis fecret know.

8! [Youmight have been f; ~ |
- Thatew hould more have ad, d o ooy, |J£1. Y0 Bece befor the mighiy God hal ear
B 5 How Giilis advette e your’ii}Bfk e you fP)G hat you for fuch-a time your felf thall keep - ;
You thus to fpil the fame 3 his halyT ARt From it attempting, which T thall declare,
B P LW or fhall you in that time (though you fhold fleep |-
Deaths fleep )reveal fome points whigh I difclofe, |-
Which therefore I make known under the rofe. |-

1~ |61 Perhapshe fees that you would lewdlv break
i “{Or do fome wrongfull deed, and thergfoz"é ll;:ak’

“|The Knowledge hath imparted Ay ‘
:“‘ : v . i 5 4 y6t doth fpeak : 6 I f . . L
b | o be i nuccace, Lplainly fee ... B Y et T s Bl
Th’enioylme"n?o; }\;?t:l tor [o’m ¢ years without | N 4 1o affure me—thzctt he didencozrr;’ock |
‘ atyou'd mifufe no doube. | W i mine eyes beheld thofe fights moft rare :

Of which I now full honeftly fhall treat,

f'l"" 162 Now know that lfthls Art you
‘ s Art you do aﬁ'ay
NOI’ ought {hall hide but ‘what IQ tell n’is-mcct.

| Withqut a ferment, then you muft beware
4 . k;fsgﬁzs;’h:; e,and fr O?‘ the r;g_ht path ftray, | 67 My oath I fhall inviolate prefer

n Neyand perh}; werre for all your care, NAnd {o I may, for there’s no%on ozf‘i t
This treafure Wfi’; Y‘«zgin;)aémt while you live But by what I difcover, the referve 3
g PR L i) od alone muft give.| | ay finde out, if he feek with u ptight heart
L | f\ -,yl:::' "5;2]\]1 i I:‘; {Z?O;l;etg::liteﬁ }:}?urff; do take | a%gd it attempt, not without judgement foi;nd, |

8| [The perfed period, but ifYO}:Jofakeall finde [ ) hewant of which doth fearchers rath confound.| -
| Wrong waies, you ofttimes fhall be fet behinde TS | ST 8

DINC= :
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68 I fhall not need examples more to bring,
| The Art istrue and fure,though hard to finde,
Not to be bought with riches of a King,
Nor yet abhorring from a vulgar mind ;
If fates thee, call then follow me into
A Royal Palace whither few do go.

T he End of the Second Book,

THE THIRD BOOK.

II Sing th’adventures for the golden Fleece,

A Noble Subjet fit to employ the Quuil

Of the moft lowing wits that ever Greece

Did breed, would § might climbe the Mufes hill

- Thence to bring down the pleafant meafures,we!
This fubje&® might adorn with fluent fpeech.

2 The Indies with it may not once compare,
Itis a gifc of all things temporal |
- = {Moft to be prized, he that hath a {hare

=1 In this moft fecret Art, admire he fhall
In creatur&g the Creators excellence,
Who ftill above all hath preheminence.

|8 =13 Thisis the fithe that with one ftroak cuts down

All covetife, of evil all the roor, e
'This who poffeffech fears not fortunes frown, ~
Things momentany cafts he at his foot ;

| His work isonly his God to behold,
JCo'uncing as rubbifh, filver, Gems, and Gold.

- © The Warburg Institute. This material is licensed under a rea

From fickneffe humane body, and renews

That their vaft wealth was bonnded with a meafure
. INor could their wealth their fading bodies cure, |

(32) i

4 This is the Tree of Life which doth preferve

he youth, it fuffereth Natare notto fwerve,
But it doth keep intire ; this good accrues
By this rare Art, riches, with length of daies,
Freedom from fieknes,which men moft difmaies

Only the deftiny of death which all
Are fubject to cannot avoided be

Need never want to fear, how great a bliffe
I need not tell to him whofe loc it is. |

6 But over and befides for to enjoy
Power whatever good one lift to do,

How happy ftate it is, when to employ
Ones felf the poor to fuccour, and béftow
Ou pious ufes what the minde fuggefts

Nomean is wanting,what eftate more bleft ?

T

7 Then brake my Mufe into a joyful ftrain,
Sing out aloud, and eke thy fpirits raife,
This Art to celebrate,  in lofty vein
Let all thy Notes be carried, no praife
Too great, oh happy they who it do know, .
Whoefe fecrets thefe few lines do fully fhew.

'S Let Crafs hide his head, let Midus treafure
No more remembred be, for why *tis fure,

e Commons Atribution Non Commercial 3.0 Unportéd License
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' K_Vith Saturn hold

:

~ Lo here a Spring of Wealth, a Tree of Life,
No wealch {o great, no ficknels here is rife.

"9 Here in a Map thou feeft the creatures all
Abridged, and reduc’t to their perfeion,
Here thou beholdeft in a Subject fmall,

From this worlds miferies a full proteQtion;

Rejoyces and give to God alone the glory,
And now proceed we to this pleafant Story,

10 Gold fits as Prince fupreme and head of all;
The Bodies which in Kingdom minerall
Contained are, whofe body no force fhall
Deftroy, the fierceft fire may nought appall,
His courage he doth in the flame abide,
Which from it only fouluneffe doth divide.

11 The Sun terreftriallhe named 1s,

To whom the next i digauty is plac’t,

The Moon a goodly body which doth miffe

Some part of Suls perfetion, yetis grac’c,

. With permanency to abide the flame,
All ether metals do avoid the fame.

‘ ?upiter,

{o much of crudity,

hat they are vile efteem’d, yet to averre

12 The othea four, Mars, Venus,

Ifhallbe bold that he who can defcry

The inward vertue of the planets nam’d,
Shall finde them all of So/s true matter fram’d.

- A3 Mars

RN~

13 AMursisthe frout and valiant God'_(_)}l’ War, |

s body vile, and lictle is efteem’d,

He" fierce of courage, conquering near and far |

All fturdy oppofites, and may be deem’d,
That his rough outfide hidden doth faclofe,

A fpirit whofe ful vertue no man knows.

14 Venns a Planet fair the God of Love,
Whofe beauty the ftout God of War allures,
Her Central Salt,who fo hath wit to prove
Shall finde a key all fecrets which affures

The owner for to finde, I fay no more,

For this by none d:fclos’d hath been before.

15 Propitious Fupirer a Planet bright,

And fo benign, that of all the gods _

'There’s none more gloriousit fo thy fight,

Can our true fove behold, greats the oddes
Betwixt the vulgar, and what we call eurs
Which from old Sazxrn doth derive his fourfe.

|16 This Melancholy God a ftone devour’d,
Thinking that he had eaten fove, butthen |
He found himfelf deceiv’d, at which he lour’d,
iNe would he comfort take, for ftraishtway when
This ftone Abadir in his bowels came,

Tt chang’d the Eater to anothet frame.

17 Old Aberipe,bis ehildrdn which did eat,
Had of this Stone a Son bégotten, who

That he forthwith did melancholy grow,
b D

: © The Warburg Institute. This material is licensed under a Crea

i Comm\ons Atribution Non Commercial 3.0 Unported License

o e ——

e e it S P 4.

e e e e i et
= L ¥

-4 ¥

7

In his Sires {tomack prov’d fuch uncouth meat . -
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And from this Son as T have heard them fam,
Engendred was moft noble Abrettane.

18 Befide thefe fix nam’d Planets,there is one
Remalning of a Nature wonderful,

*/“His name is Mercury for he alone
~[Is of the Gods the meffenger, but dull

He is until a life he doth receive,
Till then fond Artifts he wil] aye deceive.

19 And thus the gods in order T have nam’d

I now fhall fhew of each the pedegree,
Their linage, habit, and how they are fram’d

In manners, alfo their whole dignity :

I fhall rehearfe, for this to ourintent

Makes much, and therefore Reader be attent.

20 The matter firft of metals Mercury
A moifture is which wetteth not the hahd
Yet flows, and therefore *tis nam’d watcrtdry
The vulgar is at every ones command :
But this is not the water we defire
For in our water is our fecret fire.

-t=|21 This matter while its life it did retain,

Was apt all metals for to procreate,

| The life when gone then dead it doth remain
Till a new foul fhall it re-animate, ;

'Thlis\m.atter 1s to metals all of kin,
Ali which do hide a Mercury within,

22 But

\

¥ 22 Butneareftitisunto gold all’de

' To Luna next, and then to Fupiter,

| To Saturn after him as hath been tri’d

| By many who this Art have fought, but there
Is lefle affinity with bsewe red, v amg

| } And leaft with A4ars who fcorns with it to wcd\{

| 23 With gold thatit hath moft affinity

B | May hence appear, firft by their equall weight,

And next by their components conftancy,

| For neither it nor gold by any fleight,

- Will fuffer any one for to divide :

Their principles which may not be unti’de.

24 Except by one only humidity

Which them divides in way of generation,

And doth their Blements fweetly untye

Them after knitting thus to propagation
Enabling them; and by one liquor ftrange /7 -~
All Concretes,web doth from their nature changé[ :

{25 Amd them diffolve unto their matter firft,

| Dividing all eheir principles afunder, ;

| Thefe two excepted, there is none that durft

Affay thefe to deftroy therefore no wonder, -
If Artifts old by rule moft firm decreed,

That its moft hard tunlock this fecret feed.

26 He then who knows the parts of Mercury,
And can its fuperfluities decreafe,

And with true Sulphur it can vivifie, |
For dead itis, though (fluent) he with eafe

S

l D2 May
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- |28 For Argent viveis gold eflential
“(Onlyunripe, which if thou canft prépare

1120 O Chriftal fountain,which from fourfold {pring
- ~|Runs down the valleys with js perled drops A

-=430This is our Maydew which our Earch deth

o

f

!
= Bothto an eflence,which all griefs can heal.

“iA quy doft poffefle which doth infold =~
<A fpirit unexpreflible, toad

“IThe mother of our flone which is fo rare,

“(Is wafh'd, and carri’d to the mountain tops,

]

{42)

May gold unlock, and after recongeal,

-

O Mercnry, thou wonder of the world,
How ftrange thy nature 1s. and how cor pact

Our myfteries, this only we defire, :
Thisis our water, this our feeret fire,

By art, it gives the fecret menfirual

Our oyl, ovr unguent, and our marchafite .
Which we do name, allo our founrain bright,

Ditilling with the which our Noble King,

Wh_ere he the vertye of the Heav’ns receives
Which never after him when fixed leaves 1
- »

i move
To bring forth fruit, which fruit s perfedt gold,

This is our Eve whom eadam doth fo love
That in her Arms his fou) (ftrange to be toid) B
He doth receive, who erft as dead was feen,
+1.And quickned firft 3 ppears in colour 'greé'n’.“" o
sisll 31 Next
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51 Nextunto Mercury in fitf degree,
Of metalline digeftion 1s found, Ve ey
Old Satsrn, who though vil¢ and bafeto fee, .
|Yer is he of ounr fecrets all theiground.. ., -

Thl_l§ tl_ien in e,..frénCFMesz e go!d Binwe

32 I mean the Mercury which doth prefeat. .
It {elf ac firft unco each Artifts.eye; .
And vulgaritiscal’d, to out intent

nferviceable quite, the reafon why.
If you defire, this for an anfwer take,

33 Nor can that which is in its fubftance foul
And filthy, caufe tranfcédant purity,
Ne yet can that which is without a foul
A body-fixed caufe aloft to fly,
No there muft be a near affinity,
Or elfe in vain you fhall your fancies try, -

A foul immortal which in prifon lies,
Untie its fetters, which do it forbid, |
To fight for to appear, thenfhall arife, «
A vapour fhining like pearl orient,
Which is, our Moon and fparkling Firmament.

Who is by him devour’d of mighty force,

¥

Ya form Saturnine, earthly, moift and cold. ; . .|-

No dead thing can 4 dead thing living make. . |-

34 How then? Ev’n thus, in Sazurn there is hid q152

35 To Saturn, Mars, with bonds of love is ti*d . |-
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1136 Damme Venns a moft fhining Star tofee . 17,11

~|Whofe fpirit Sat##xs body doth divide,

“\And both combining yeeld a fecret fource,

- From whence doth flow a water wondrous bright
In which the Sun doth fet and lofe its light.

~{To Mars efpoufed is by him embrac’c; }
| = Their influences muft uniced be, '
i - For fhe alone the only mean is plac’e, |
. °-|  Betwixt the Sun and our true Argent vive |
Them to unite, that they may never ftrive.

37 The generation of the metals all
iIf I fhould here declare, it would require
‘A Volume large, at prefent then I fhall
‘!Conter_lt my felf and anfwer your defire,

1 Omitting thefe and many other things,
| Which to our fecret Art leffe knowledge bring,
1

138 And fhall proceed to teach the certain ground,
{On which an Artift may with hope rely, |
Nor trouble him with things weh might confound: |
| Him in his fearch, for T'intend to fly |

| All darkneffe; alfo all ambignous words, |

That handling moft which to us moft accords.-

39 And firft I fhall lay down the definitioti. %
Of thatrare fubftance we fo highly prize, =

&

-+
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And turns imperfet bodies, that to eyes

2
)

| Which caufeth metals change their own condition, |
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" To touch, to teft, and in each trial they §
Are perfe& prov’d, which erft would fly away.

4o A fubftanceit metalline is, for why,

With metals elfe it could no wife agree,

And of So/s eflence; elfe to dignity,

Of gold it could not tinge crude Mercury,
Saturun, aad all the metals, as it doth,

'~ Adding fixation and posdue both.

41 Butyet golds fimple vertue it exceeds,
Elfe could it not the leaft communicate

Of its own tin&ure, but its felf muft needs
Embafed be, fince nought can graduate

| An unripe matter to its own degree,
Unleffe in it tranfcendent ripenefie be.

42 Of Nature fpiritual it is befide,

Elfe bodies it could never penetrate,

Betwixt the pure and impure to divide,

And caufe them when they are examinate
By flame of bellows ftoutly to endure,
Which to perform requires a perfect cure.

43 And yet befides its penetrative might,
It muft contain a wondrous fixity, & -
Since what it wants nothing can give by right,
Nor can that which inured is to fly,
Retained be but by an Agent fixt,
Where Spirit and body are together muxt. = |-
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#1*~145 Like the Suns Atomes *

il ~{That powder al

I Dl
I | Is penetrated byithe Renni

#l - ={44 Sothen1n brief allthis to recollect, 5
+Our ftone 1s nought but th’effence true of gold,

| Which that it might what we do feek effe® .

“{Jtsdpiric doth the body {urely hold, ]

| And both together' make a fubftance new. -

A reall {pirit yera body true, - :

| tisa powder

| White for the white, and red fbrpred pr;?elgi’on
. Themetalsby it tein’d, exceed the Mine )
I purity, and fuch is its perfe@ion

I'hat he who hath it in an hours,{péce é
And leffe may command'in any place.

46 Atfirft itis of vertuevery finall
Compared with the migh it doth atrain
By oft reiteration, who fo fhail
it oft diffolve -and then congeal again,
Shall finde 4 medicine thac will tran(] ate
Innumergble parts to Sofs efate, 'r»,:
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“1On metall it like wax in flux is suided
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|When they by force of fire are madeto flow; - -

'Your effence then it muft in fite ftand, . .
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Qur ftoneit entreth metals without ([moak .

Or elfe reduced to a glowing heat,
If they of harder flux bide fire great.

49 Orif an Atigent vive you lift to caft

Till ic begin to fly,whole flying hafte

To ftay you fuddenly fhail countermand,
By throwing in one little grain or more,
Which fixeth what was fugitive beiore,

5o This medicine is beft thus to projact,

Firft on a portion of that metall pure,

Which of the powder is to be the effect,
Asred on gold, on filver eke be fure, -
The white to throw one part of this your fione
On four of metal, or elfe five to one. ..
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st Then brittle like to glaffe that Mafie will be,,
Of Colous bright, and fhining very.clear,-, , ..~
Yet not tranfparent, ‘alfo thou fhaltfee .11,
Its vertue leﬂgned whichwill appear: - -

To view moft glittering like a Rubie fair,

52 On ten parts one fo long project until .
The rin&ure to decreafe theou fhalt percetve, .. .
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