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NTHUSIASM is grown into a fafhionable Term of
Reproach, and ufually comes uppermoft, when
~ any Thing of a deep and ferious Nature is mentioned.
We apply it, thro’ an indolent Cuftom, to fober and
confiderate Affertors of important Truths, as readily as
to wild and extravagant Contenders about them. This
indifcriminate Ufe of the Word has evidently a bad
Effe@: It puthes the general Indifferency to Matters of
the higheft Concern into downright dverfion. The bef
Writers upon the beft Subjets are unattended to; and
the Benefit accruing from their Love and their Labours is
not perceived by us; becaufe we are hurried on by the
idleft of all Prejudices, to condemn them without a
Reading, or to pronounce them unintelligitle, upon fuch
a flight one, as can hardly be called an Endeavour to
underftand them. We have heard it /uid, and have feen
it printed, that they are EnTHUSIASTS; and, to avoid
the Imputation of 2bar Charalter, we run into it at
fecond-hand, and adopt the Rafhnefs and Injuftice of
impetuous Originals: We take the ftaleft Exclamations
for the frefheft Proofs; and the affeted Retailing of
Madnefs, Mypicifm, Bebmenifm, and the like decifive
Qutcries, contents us as if there were fomething of
Senfe, Wit, or Demonftration, in it.

But WISDOM is juftified of «// her CHILDREN.,
Luke vii. 35. Matth. xi. 19.]

Dr. BYROM's Mifcellantous Poems,

Vol, 2. Page 22, 23, of the Preface to the
Poem on Enthufiafm,
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T HE

TRANSLATOR’s PREFACE.

HAT is truly obferved, concerning Madam

Bourignon, that ¢¢ She has been much eftcemed
¢¢ by a few Perfons in all Churches (eftablithed or un-
¢¢ eftablifhed) but defpifed and perfecuted by the far
<« greateft Part in every one of them,” * has for the very
fame Reafon, and upon the very fame Ground, been,
hitherto the Cafe with all other traly jpiritual Writers ;
efpecially thofe called Myfics: And is to this very Day
fignally verified in the Perfon and Writings of Jacom
Bxamex, the Subjec of the following Memoirs.

Nor can it, in the very Natuare of Things, be other-
wife, as long as mere unenlightened HuMan Reason,
how much fo ever imptoved by common Studies, or even
by thofe upon the Letter of Scripiure, prefumptuoully fets
itfelf up for a compezent, Judge of the Mysreriss of
God. For this it never can be, without the Reftoration
of it’s original Principle of Life, together with the di-
vine Inflin?, or Infpiration thereof. Ah! little do poor
Mankind in common fufpeét wuo ftands behind, and
dire&s to his own vile Purpofes, the Refponfes of this
fuppofed infallible OracLk, in diwine Matters; which
is now every where {o much in Requeft.

If a human Judge, blind, corrupt, and partial, can
under fuch a Charalter, be never prefumed to pronounce
a juft and equitable Sentence; how much lefs can we
expet a true Decifion where the Prince and God of this
World, has all along, from the very Beginning, incon-
trovertibly had fo much Jnfluence, and is now fo greatly
concerned and interefled 7 Surely our deareft Saviour

a3 ' and

# Letter prefixe) to Marfay’s Dilcourfes, Page a0,
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and his blefled 4pofles have been no Ways deficient in
giving us frequent, explicit, and fufficient:Warnings to
avoid the delufive Snare of Human Wispom in jfpiri-
tual Concerns ; by which very Means the 4bomination of
Defolation is now ftanding in the Holy Place; and: the
great Dragon, that Old Serpent, called the Dewil and
Satan, is ftill going on continually to deceive the whole
World. Rev. xii. §. 1 Cor il 14,.15. comp. with
Chapt. xv. 45, 46. ,

-

Yet if this Authority, a prieri, is mot thought fuffi-
cient to convince us how prepofierous and damgerons a
Thing it is to put our Confidence in fo falfe and trea-
cherous a Counfellor; let however the unbleffed Fraits
of this now inveterate Cuftom and general Way of Pro-
cedure evince the Nature of the Tree they grow from.
Has not LEAkNED Reason’s Influence and Opérations
in the Sanétuary, fplit all Chriftendom into numberlefs
Parties ; each as fure of it’s own Reitude, and of it’s
Neighbour’s Deficiency, as any one can be fure of an
Errar? Now is not this as demonftrative a Proof, "a po/-
teriori, or in Fa&, that a/l of them muft, in this very
Point of View, be neceflarily wrong, as that two dire®
Contradiétions cannot at the fame Time, and in the fame
Refpe&, be both of them trae? ¢ Fallen they all are,
¢ as certainly as they are divided.”

But this is not the worft: The Attachment of the
Soul'to earthly Propriety is confefledly very great; but
that which may in one Senfe be called spirizual, if once
fixed and rivetted, is much greater ftill. Hiftory can
farnith a long Lift of it’s dire and tragical Effes. The
Pretext indeed has been all along e Cause oF Gop
anDp TRUTH; when in Reality, and at Bottom, it has
been but too much the Bapck and ExaLTaTion of
fome particular Perfuafion, or Community, that has fo
;»artial}y, fo iniquitoufly, and fo cruelly been contended
or.

" -'This is perfe@ly clear to the Tranflator from the Ob-
fervation he has, in divers Ways, for Years and Years
patt, been forced to make upon his own Heart, and the

o : - spreent
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sprefent Courfe of a divided Chriftendom : Whence he is
- pofitively affured, that if our dear Saviour himfelf
was once to vifit Chriffendom again, as he did Judea, in
Perfon ; he would not be received by the mof, unless he
‘brought this dittinguithisg Bapcs of every one’s di-
vided Profeflion along with him. And therefore, when
that Angel fhall make his Appearance, whom Fobn faw
#¢ flying in the Midft- of Heaven,-having the everlafting
“¢ Gofpel to preach unto them that dwell on the Earth,
<¢ and to every Nation, and Kindred, and Tongue, and
«¢ People: Saying, with a loud Voice, Fear God and
«¢ give Glory to him, for the Hour of his Judgment is
#¢ come, and worfhip him that made Heaven, and Earth,
¢¢ and the Sea, and the Fountains of Waters.”” Rev. xiv.
¢ 6, 7.—He will fcarcely be by any Party received with-
out it; and an effential Flaaw will, it is to be feared, be
found both in his Commiffion and Meflage, if #4is be not
juft as each of them would have.it. -

What is then to be done in this Cafe? How are the
¢ deluging Waters of this STrire to be colle&ted and
¢¢ brought back again into their right Channel ?”” Prov.
®kvii. 14. Many well-meant fremica have been already
written, many Methods of Recenciliation devifed ; and
yet after all, like the Woman’s Iflue of Blood, the Mat-
ter has been made rather worfe than better, to this very
Day. Is not this then a Difficulty that calls aloud for
further divine Help ? (Nodus Deo windice dignus.) Sarely
the God of Lowve and Peace will fome Time himfelf
once more interpofe to reconcile thefe jarring Parties:
And whenever it is done, it will be furely done in his
own aniform Way hitherto; by which ¢ the Foolithnefs
¢ of God mutft be found wifer'than Men, and the Weak-
 nefs of God ftronger than Mén.” And if Tais will
not do, the Malady is then abfolutely irremediable.
Hence I make no Doubt, but that God has in his mani-
fold Wifdom thought proper prewioufly to fend a defpifed
JFacob Bebmen, together with many others, both his Pre-
deceflors and Suceeflors, to this End. And oh! that
his /af? gracious Effort to heal this Babel (where Satan’s
Mafter-Piece is a religious Delufion, under the Charaéter
of an Angel of Light) may not prove fo abortive; as all
the foregoing or preluding ones have for the meff Pary
done hitherto. As
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" Aslong as the Se&arian Spirit of Divifion has been
able to find out the leaft Probability, or even Pofibility
of an Objection, according to Reafon, and the Letter of
Scripture ; 4/ has been moft heartily catched up and
employed for the Juftification of it’s Condu& in the
Reprobation and Reje&tion of ewery fuch Method of
divine Interpofition hitherto: And thus has Matt, xi.
16.—19. been but too fadly verified by our modera:
Chriftian Generations alfo. For neither the Ob/curity of
a Jacos Beamen, &c. &c. nor the Perfpicuity of a
Madam BouriGNON, &c. &c. have met with Accept-
ance, Tho’ indeed it muft be confefled, that for zbems
that feek Occafion, there is Occafion enough for Reafox’s
fumbling at fome Parts of the Works of the former.

Motft remarkable it alfo is, and juft as the Cafe was
with oyr Saviour himfelf, when perfonally on the Earth;
that altho’ each Party is fadly divided againft the other,
yet are they all quite agreed, and very clofely united, in
their.Oppofition to the INTERNAL TrUTH itfelf; altho’
itis, and muft ultimately prove the only Saviour of
their Hearts. And why? Becaufe, forfooth! HE does
not bring this BaApce along with him to their Mind;
and tho’ the very true Friend of a// Parties, in the very
bef Refpe&, can yet be of none amongft them all in the
avorff, See Afs vii. 25—28, g§4—36. by Way of /=
legorical Refémblance and Allufion.

The Tranflator humbly thinks, that long and dear-
bought Experience, almoit from his Infancy, has given
him fome Right to exprefs himfelf in this Manner. He
can fay, that, from his very Youth up, he fz/¢ and moft
fincerely fought after that /iwing Heart’s TRUTH which
maketh free; and was therefore, in his unexperienced
Years, but too ready to believe, and to go in unto thofe of
feveral Parties, who beckoned to him with a Lo, here is
Chrift! or, lo, there is Chriff! But too well does he

therefore know, what this religious Party-Attachment -

and Jpiritual Propriety mean ; and how they fafcinate.
But as a Defire divinely enkindled and enflamed will

furely work it’s Way thro’ all the difguifed Forms, and

out of all the Labyrinths of Error ; and, like a new-born
Babe, never reft till it meets with the Brealts of Confo-

lation -
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. lation defigned for it, (and which are indeed it’s Birth-

[

Right;) fo, thro’ the great Mercy of God, he has not
by any Means been able to appeafe the immenfe Cravings
of his Heart with any Thing fhort of, and lefs than, the
ORIGINAL, ESSENTIAL, LIVING, INWARD TRuTH

. bimfelf.

In his early Years of Piety, after having been firft
awakened by God himfelf, he met with and was a great
Reader of Mr, Wm. Law’s Serious Call to a devour
and bely Life; and alfo of his Chrifian Perfeition. Thefe
he well underftood in their internal Drift ; and therefore
practifed them, under great Reproach and Contradicion,
as far as human Infirmity woulg allow. But in Procefs
of Time, being unacquainted with the Snare, and un-
happily too much additted to Reafoning and fyfematic Re-
Iigion, a Set of more plaufible Notions, according to the
Letter of Scripture, gradually ftole in upon him, and
cooled his Affe®tion )gor the very awakening and enliven-
ing HearT’s ReaviTy ; which, amidft all their f/fe-
matic Defeéts, ftrongly mark and diftinguifh thofe pious
and ingenious Treatifes. And when the Piece of the
fame Author upon Regeneration firft came out, be thought,
as it has been in a Periodical Work® once exprefled,
that ¢ this venerable Man fupported an airy Syftem:
*¢ And that no good Man coulcf without Regret read his

¢ Reveries; nor could fail to lament the Deviation of
¢ fo pious and nervous a Pen into the Wilds of M/
“ cifm, and the inextricable Labyrinth of Rebmeni/m
¢ and Abfurdity.” ' :

But finding upon Trial, to his great Difappointment
and Mortification, that.his new Netional Syfem, and

" Jelf-devifed Waye, ¢ after the Do&trines and Command-

e

¢ ments of Men,” had not done all for him they pro-
mifed, and he might have juftly expefted of them; he,
amidtt a Dilemma more painful than can be defcribed, .
often felt fomething, like fecret Whifpers avithiu, to di-

, velt \himfelf of every after-imbibed Searian Objettion,

fo far at leaft as to give the Works of his firft awakening
Infruor (efpecially the later ones) a fair and ferious
’ o Reading,

® Chriftian’s Magazine for May 1760,
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Reading. ‘This he at laft complied with: And the Re-
fult was, that at the firft Perufal of them, being drawn
ds it were all in 2 Heap, he was far from thinking them
either perfpicuous, or agreeable upon the W%ol; tho>
feveral Parts of them were not only clear and ditin& to
his Mind, but extremely affeCting to his Heart. Upon
this Ground then he concluded that he ought, with
fimple Faich, perfevering Patience, and earneft Prayer
to God for the genuine Light of his own holy and hea-
venly Truth, to read them over again and again. Du-
ring which he refolved, inftead of patting his Under-
flanding to the Stretch, or rackindg his Brains about
any Thing to him fill obfcure and unintelligible, to
enjoy what was clear and plain : And by this Method of
Procedure he can with Truth aver, that, in Procefs of
Time, he found, to his own great Surprife, the Senfe
and Meaning gradually and imperceptibly opening itfelf
to him : Of which he was alfo as fure, as any Perfon,
.who firft reads a Book under extremely great Difficulty
awithout SpeQacles, well knows, that by their Help, he
¢an afterwards read the fame with the greateft Eafe and
Pleafure. For this had been the very Cafe with his Read-
Ing the Holy Scriptures too all along; and is the fame,
to this very Day. Thus then, induced and encouraged
by Mr. Law’s Works; and further confirmed by two
long and interefting Interviews he had with him per/enally,
but a few Months before his Deceafe; the Tr. found him.
felf much inclined to perufe fome of the plainer Parts of
? Jacos Beumen’s Works alfo: And this he did with the
fame good Effe®. Of Confequence he can have no Doukt,
but that the Holy Scriptures, Jacos Benmen, Mr. Lew,
and every other truly jpiritual Writer, have a found asd
good Senfe, even where it may not yet be given bim to
penetrate it : And that, if God fo pleafes, it may go fill
Jarther with him <€ unto all the Riches of the full Affa-
¢¢ rance of Underftanding, to the Acknowledgment of
¢« the Myftery of God, and of the Father, and of Chrift;
¢ in whom are hid all the Treafures of Wifdom and
¢ Knowledge.,” Col. ii. 2, 3. It is therefore his con-
flant and fincere With for himfelf, that in this, and in all
other Refpects, he may henceforth, during this porilous
Time of religious Divifion, and Delafion, %e as l‘itla;: .
' uctant
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Ja&ant in following afrer, as over forward and hafty im,

~ sunning defore his heavenly Guide, the Holy Spirit of
Truth. This is indubitably the beft and only Way te
avoid St. Paul’s fmart. Cenfure, 2 Tim. iii. 7. ¢ Ever
learning and never being able to come to the Knowledge
-of the Truth.,” ' :

Neither is fuch a Ssbmiffion of the natural Underftand-
ing, during the Reading of the Haly Scriptures, &c. &c,
that blind implicite Faith, or Credulity, which is ufually
cenfured by us Proteftants as the right Difpofition for the
Reception of, and Continuance in, every Kind of really
Juperfiitious and fanatical Error and Impofture:—By no
Means ; but it is a State or Difpofition of Mind, formed
by the advantageous Experience, refultini from that
ebildlike Simplicity fo much recommended by our dear
Saviour, and his holy Apoftles. Luke xviii. 17. 1 Cor.
iii. 18. Human Credulity and a fimple divine Faith are
as different from each other, as their Objefts, viz. the
‘Superftitions and Impoftures of deceitful Men, and the
all-faving and all-fan&ifying Truth of a God, whko can-
ot lie. Nay more, fuch a fimple divine Faith is our only
Prefervative againft the two oppofite Extremes, or Errory
of the Day; namely, Infidelity on the one Hand, and
Chriflian Pbari/difm on the other. It is however in-
genuoufly allowed, that without the Light of a divine and
praftical Experience, no merely-rational Man can folidly
difcern the Difference between Credulity and divine Faith s
or, to ufe the Words of Scripture, can, without ¢ ex-
ercifed Senfes, difcen;\ Good and Evil.” Heb. v. 14.

Now, from the faithful and ingenuous Account, or
Detail, above given, the candid Reader will eafily fee,

that the T'r. has, from his moft early Years, ever foughe -

! the effintial fiwing TruTH of God, which alone maketh

. Jree; and that purely for it’s oawn Sake. Of Confe@fence,
that in whatfoever individual Perfon, or Book, or Prty of
Chrifiians, he has ever been able to defcry and find it in
any Degree, he has in the Jame been equally willing to
acknowledge and adoptit. And this is the only true
Reafoa why, notwithftanding all Contempt and Oppofi-
tion from thence accruing, he cannot but profefs himfelf

- fond both of Spiritual, or Myftic Authors in general, ax:;z_,

A N
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o 'of Jacos Benmew in particular: Yet, after all, not fo,
as to be Seftarianly attached to bim or them onLY : He_
means, in fuch a Manner as blindly and implicitely to
adopt AL they fay indilcriminately ; or abfolutely to reje&
that which is true and good in any others, who may: not
happen to go under #4is Denomination, See 1 Cor. iii.
21--23. For as the Time is not yet come, when any
particular Denomination can, with Truth, claim the cx-
clufive Privilege of being the only infallible Cuurch op
Curist; fo of Confequence, a// are not the Children of
God in any one of them whatfoever ; as, it may well be,
that there are none without fome of them, more or lefs.
‘The fame feems to him to be the Cafe at prefent with
Inpivipuars. Certainly there is not one ablolutely,
and in every Point infallible; though fome have been,
and may now be, pofleffed of more of the Truth than
others. We can therefore ¢¢ call no Man Mafer upon
Earth, feeing there is but Onc Mafter only, which is
Chrift.” Matth. xxiii. 8, 10. Thus then does he with
to ftand difpofed, during the prefent inevitable Mixture,
as well in Churches as in Individuals ; < fuffering both
Tares and Wheat to grow together, until the Harveft.”
Matth. xiii. 3o.

The Tr. further withes to obferve, that as he thinks it
a very great Fault, which too many are guilty of, to de-
cry and condemn J. B. and all Myfic Authors indif-
eriminately, and to be glad to expofe any real or fuppofed
Abufes of them ; alfo to dehort from the Perufal of them,
as fomething neceffarily noxious ;—fo is it alfo, in his
humble Opinion, a great Miftake, and Indifcretion to
recommend them, with equal Indiferimination, and to
put them into the Hands of all Perfons not properly dif~
pofed : In which laft Cafe, it is ingenuoudly allowed, that
they mpay, in divers Ways, prove wery burtful: Yet not,
becals they are either neceffarily, or in their own Nature
fo; but only from the accidental, or adventitious Indif-
pofednefs, or wrong Turn of the Reader; who does not
purely feek that from them, which they properly and only’
recommend and inculcate. And thus then they may be
well compared to a very fine-edged Razor, or to any
other fharp Inftrument ; which may be called, either ex-
ceeding good, or very bad, according to the good or lz;a}i

: e



[ ix ]

Ufe it is put to. And this they o/ forewarn their Readers
of; but Jacos Benmen does it perbaps more frequently
than any other of them all.  Therefore, if fome, /o
called, Behmenifts, either of the laft or of this Century,
have turned out real conceited Entbufiafts, and even the
moft peftilent Fanatics :—Moreover, if fome other clofe,
dark, and gloomy Souls have perhaps puzzled and per-
plexed themfelves, even to Diffrafion, by reading the
Writings of J. B.;—the Whole muft, according to Truth
and Equity, be charged upon the Spiritxal Pride and Pre--
Jumption of the one, and upon the {ly Unfaithfulnefs, and
Half-Heartednefs of the other : Nor is either of thefe Cafes
any more a juft Argument againtt J. B. himfelf, or againft
his Writings, in themfelves confidered, than the /iée
Effess, which have as undeniably followed from fome
Peoples reading and tampering with the Holy Scriptures
themfelves, can, amonglt us Proteflants, be properly
chargeable, either upon them, or upon their great Indizer,
the good, holy, and wife Spirit of God.* The Apoftle’s
Words, Rom. vii. 7. are here very applicable, ¢ What
fhall we fay then? Is the Law Sin? God forbid—but
Sin taking Occafion by the Commandment, &c.”” In one
Word, The better any Thing in itfelf is, fo much the
worfe does it prove, under dbufe. (Corruptio optimi fir

Peffima.)

Mr. Law, in his Way to Diwine Knowledge, Page 242,
to the End, has moft judiciouly difcovered and finely
b difplayed

* Can the moft vehement Oppofer of Jacos BenmeN and his
Writings, upon the Footing of Abufe and ill Effeéts, obviate them
by more folid and radical Inftru&ion than Mr. Law has done in the
following Words? :

¢¢ To think of any Thinﬁ in Religion, or to pretend to real Holi-"
¢ nefs, without totally dying to this Old Man, is building Cafiles
¢ in the Air; and can bring forth nothing but Saran in the Form
< of an Angel of Light. Would you know, whence it is, that fo
¢ many falfe Spirits have appeared in the World, who have de-
¢ ceived themfelves and others with falfe Fire, and falfe Light
¢« laying Claim to Infpirations, Illuminations, and Openings of
¢¢ the Divine Life, pretending to do Wonders under extraordinary

, ¢ Calls from God? It is this, they bave turned to God, without

| € turning. from themfelves 5 wvould be alive in God, before they were dead

{, « to their own Nature; a Thing as impoffible in itfelf, as for a
“ Grain of Wheat to be alive before it dies.”

Sgpirit of Prayer, Part ad, Page 39, 20,
& Jt
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difplayed forre, amongft the many other infinitely wife
and good Reafons the blefled God might have, avby,
amidit this laft generally and univerfally corrupted State
of Chriftendom, he has condefcended fo far as, by fuch a

peor but chofen Inftrument, to make manifeft the Mrs- \

FERY ; or the divine Groand, and radical Philofophy,
Rationale, or Theofophy of the bleffed Religion of his
dear and only Son, our Lord Jefus Chrift: Which Reafons
of his are moft true, and they are therefore very earneftly
recommended to the feriows and careful Perufzl of every
good and honeft-hearted Reader; together with all the
other Paffages in his nervous Writings herein afterwards
referred to.

For the reft, I fhall conclude this Head with the fol-
Jowing inftructive Words of his: °

¢¢ If any one will difpute, or deny every Thing faid
¢« of J. B. Le will meet with no Oppofition from me—
«¢ Although be was no buman Writ.r, fpoke no more
¢ from Opinion, Conjesturs, or Reafor, in what he pub-
¢¢ lifhed to the World than St. Fobn did, when he put.
¢ his Rev-lation in Writing ; yet has he no Right to be
¢¢_placed among the infpired Pen-Men of the New Tef-
¢¢ tament, being no Meiffenger from God of any Thing
¢ new in Religion ; but having only had the Myftery
«¢ of all that was eLp and THUE, both in Religion and

i ¢ Nature, opened in him: Which is the Peculiarity of

¢ his Chara&ter; by which he flands fully diftinguithed
¢ from all the Proghets, Apofiles, and extraprdinary Mef-

¢ fengers

¢ It is to no Purpofe to obje&t to. [the Nature and Neceflity of.
¢¢ an immediate, and continual Infpiration}- that thefe Kingdoms
¢ are overrun with Enthufiafts of all Kinds'; and that Morawiars,
¢ with their feveral Divifions, and Merbedifts of various Kinds, are
¢ every where a&ting in the wildeft Manner, under the Pretence of
¢ being called, and %d by tbe Spirit. Be it {o, or not fo, is a Matter
< J meddle not with; nor is the De&rine 1 am upon, in the leaft
¢¢ affeGted by it. For what an Argument would this be; Entbu-
€< fiafts of the prefent and former Ages have made a bad Ufe of the
« "Do&trine of being led by the Spirit of God 5 Ergo, he is enthufiafical,
¢ or belps forward E’”obduf afm, who Freaebtx up the Dofirine of being
¢ led by tbe Spirit of God. "Now, ablurd as this is, was any of my
¢ Accufers, as high in Genius, as bulky in Learning, as Coleffus was
¢ in Stature, he would be at a Lofs to bring a ftronger Argument
«¢ than this, to prove me an-Enthufiat, or an Abettor of them."

S0 Addrefs 10 sbe Clergy, Page 51.

\
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¢¢ fengers of God: And his Works therefore, though
#¢ immediately from God, have not at all the Nature of
# the Holy Scriptures. They are not offered to the
s« World as neceffary to be received, or as a Rule of
¢ Faith and Manners; and therefore no one has any
s¢ Right to complain, either of the Depths of the Matter,
s¢ or the Peculiarity of his Stile: They are juft as they
« fhould be for them that are fit for them: And he that
¢¢ likes them not, or finds himfelf unqualified for thefm,
¢ has no Obligation to read them.”—(Page 323, 324, of
his Appeal.) ¢ I have given Notice of a Pearl. 1f any
¢ one takes it to be otherwife, or has neither Skill or
# Value for Pearls, he is at Liberty to trample it under
¢ his Feet.”—(Ibid. Page 329.) And again, ¢ Dol
¢ then call all the World to thefe fpiritual Books? No,
# by no Means. ButI call all thofe, whom our Saviour
¢ called to him‘lf in thefe Words, Come unto me all ye
¢ that labour, and are beavy laden, and I will refiefb
$¢ you.” Ibid. Page 322.

[y

. The following are the further References to Mr. Law’s
Books, fo far as they {peak either of Jacos Beamzw,
or his Works. ,

Appeal, &c.—Dage 313--332.
Spirit of Prayer, &c.—Part 2d, Page 58.
- 8pirit of Love, &c.—Part 1ft, Page 38.

Way to Divine Knowledge.~Page 4, 84, 85, 92, 94,
&c. 107--119, 12§--130, 143, &c. 161, 195--
199, 203--205, 220, 232, &C. 237--242, &c.

ad fin, :
Letters, -

To Bp. Sherlock, the 1ft in the 2d Edit.—Page 1--3.

Alfo 71, 72, 98, 133, 185, 187, 188, 196--198,
1t Edic. '

To a Clergyman, in the 2d Edit. Letter 27.—~Page
195, 196.

- Fragment prefixed to G. Robinfon’s Edition of J. B.%s
Works, in 3 Vols.—Page v, vi. .

Now, courteous Reader, if thy fpiritual Stomach doth
not loath fuch Swweers, know, that this great Author’s
. bz Works
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. Works are like {fo many Honey-Combs, (Pfal. xix, .10.)

by him affiduoufly colle&ted, formed, digefted, and filled,
during a long Life, out of all the fpiritual Writers, or

n Myfic Flowers, ancient and modern, ¢ from the Apof-

<t tolical Diomyfius, the Areopagite, down to the great
¢ Fenelon, Arch Bithop of Cambray, the illuminated
¢ Guion, and M. Bertor.” And, if the Tr. has any De-
gree of a {fpiritual Judgment, and may be allowed to
exprefs his poor Opinion, the very laft Book of this
Myfiical Bee, entitled, the 4ddrefs to the Clergy, (‘¢ a few
«¢ of the laft Pages of which were written by himfelf not
¢ many Days before his Death,”) is like guintefential
clarified Honey itfelf, colletted out of all the reft.

But now, to give the Reader, in a few Words, fome
Idea how this T'ranflation took it’s Rife, and hath pro-
ceeded hitherto. Upon having found, that a// Jacos
Beamen’s Writings were perfectly orthodox; and the
far greateft Part of them plain, practical, awakening,
comforting, inftrutive, and experimental ; and that a
good Deal of that which at firft feemed very dark and in-
tricate, was capable of brightening itfelf more and more
by Degrees ; fo asto give Hopes, that the very darkeft

" and moft intrxcate Parts might in Time, if God pleafed,

become clear, diftin&, and eafy too; and, being in this
Hope affeGted and encouraged within his own Heart ;—
the Tr. began to make a great many large Extradls
of the moft plain and affe@ing Parts, not only for his
own Ufe, but for that of one or another of his religions
Friends likewife. And then, having feen their good
Effe@®, and the Acceptance they met with; he at Iaft
attempted an entirely new Tranflation of the Way To
CurisT, &c. &c. in Hopes, that this excellent Defcrip-
tion of Jacos BeuMen’s own Experience, (which was
the only Book he ever printed in his Life-Time, and
which has gone through four feveral Editions in éur
Tongue) might, in a more modern Drefs, appear lefs
antique, uncouth, and obfcure; and thus meet with a
more favourable Reception in our Engli/sb World.,

This Defign was executed accordingly with great
Tdification to the Tr.’s own Heart: And he further in-
terfperfed



L s g

terfperfed feveral of Jacos’s moft pertinent Epifles in
New Tranflations from the Original.

This being firithed, he thought further, that if all
M. Law has faid in his Writings concerning J. B. could
be collected, and prefented together in one Confpect, or
Point of View; and the Life, Death, &c. &c. of this
extraordinary Perfon were to follow it in full Extent ; his
Way 1o Chrift would then be ufhered in to the greateft
Advantage, both as a preliminary Specimen of his ex-
cellent Spirit and Doétrine, and as the natural and beft
Introduétion to all his other Writings: And thus, that
all the ¢three Parts would together form a complete Piece
for general Utility to all soneff and good Hearts ; who are
incapable of being fatisfied with any Thing lefs than fol-
lowing their Saviour, through the Myfical Death unto
Sin, into the Regeneration unto Life eternal.  John xii,

24’ 25.

But having, after 2 Time, found that a new and very
neat Edition of the Way 1o Chriff, had, together with
fame other Tratts of his annexed, been printed by §.
Hazard at Batu, for . Mills in BrtsToL; and fince
publithed, in the O/4 Tranflation : —This deprived him of
all the Hopes he had ever entertained of being able to
publith what he had in this Manner faithfully, painfully,

- and difintereftedly compiled for general Utility. Yetdid
a certain providential Incident lately revive in him, after
a While, the Hope, _that this ose Part of his intended
Work, viz. the prefent Memoirs of F. BJs Life, &c
might of itfelf prove acceptable to the Public: "And it
therefore now makes it’s Appearance for that Purpofe.

. Bat fhould any good-natured Perfon fome Way ftill re-
gret, and, it may be, wonder, how it could come into
“ the T'r.’s Mind to concern himfelf about, and leaft of all
to take the Trouble upon him of tranflating and publith-
ing the Life of fo dark, fo unpopular, and even fo dan-
gerous an Aathor ; the true An{wer has, he hopes, been
anticipated ; and he would again repeat, that it was done
uprightly for his own, and for the Edification of ail
Jincere-bearted, and properly difpofed Chriftians; and for
none elfe: That fuch may be afiilled, to think bo}h ﬁf
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J. B. and his Works, as God and Truth would have them
think : And, that then, by Ricking to a praétical and ex..
perimental Ufe of the Teftimonies delivered in them, they
might not only avoid every Snare laid for their Feet; but
every Day more and more be prepared for the fullef En-
joyment of ¢ the exceeding great and precious Promifes
¢ of God, in the real Participation of the diwine Nature;
¢ having, however, fir# efcaped the Corruption which
¢¢ is in the World through Luft.” More than this, God
knows, he neither defires, or intends; and how fhould
he defire, or intend ks # And if there are any ewil
Effects, which could in any Way, or in any Kind or De-

ree, poflibly enfue from the Publication of this Life, or

rom the Reading of the other Works of this Author in
Confequence of 1t; no Objeffor, how well-meaning fo
ever, could be more grieved at them; or would, firft and
latt, do more, as far as his Influence extends, to firike a
Blow at their Root, and thus to ftifle them in their very
" Birth, than the Tr. himfelf would do,

Moreover, as he is forry, though forced, to fay, he
fees an amazing Eagernefs of Defire amongft oll Parties
to find out and make the moft of every Occafion of
Offence, in Oppofition to the éfmial Truth itfelf, in
whomfoever it appears; this, God knows, does befides
his own perfonal Safety and Halgpinefs, coften make him
figh and cry to the Lord, that he may never, either by
Word or Deed, be permitted to furnith any the leaft
plaufible Occafion o!P caufing his deareft Saviour to be
again ftabbed and wounded by this malignant Spirit,
through Ais Sides. May God preferve ws all, who feek
and profefs the Trath unfeignedly, from every Errar,
cither on the right Hand, or on the left!

Now, as to the Execution of this Tranflation itfelf,
thus much may perhaps be neceffary to obferve concern-
ing it. It is certainly the fr#, which, fince 1682, has
been made at /arge. The Author has been now near ,
thirty-feven Years acquainted with the German Language.
He learned ‘it not only Grammatically and by Reading,
but alfo by Converfation, and Pralice, in Germany itfelf:
He has ever fince been often and much exercifed in the
fame Way; and may therefore be fuppofed to pc{»ﬂ'efs

. ome
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fome tolerable Capacity for underftanding the Original.
He hopes alfo to have maintained fo much Juregrity as no
where ailfully to have mifreprefented the true Senfe. Yet
if, after all, the Peculiarity of the German Idiom, fome
fpeciat Difficulties arifing from O/d German. and fome con~
fefledly intricate Sentiments, and involved Periods in this
very particular Stile, fhould have occafioned, either any
Miftake in the Seufe, any Overfight, or any lefs eafy and
perfpicuous Flow, or Cadence, in the Tranflation; he
hopes every judicious, confiderate, and friendly Reader,,
more concerned for the Kermel of the Truth itfelf, than
for the Method of Communication, will not only make
every juft Allowance, and readily forgive all Defe?s ; bug
even thank him for the truly difinterefted Pains, to fay
nothing of the Hazard, he has been at in the Pablication;
and which have been incurred merely for the Sake of pro-
pagating God’s holy Truth, and furnithing every duly
qualified Reader with what, he hoped, would prove both
entertaining and ufeful to him, in the very greateft and
moft important of all Concerns. ’

The Brackets found in the firft Piece, ftand there as in
the Original ; and were, no Doubt, inferted by the Au-
thor himfelf, that his owwn Refle®ions might not interrupt
the Thread of his Narrative.

If any one could with to have rather feen a well digefted
and compendious Narrative comipiled from thefe Memoirss
he has nothing at all to obje to the Propriety and Utility
of fuch a Work: Only he finds himfelf obliged frankly
to confefs, that it feemed to exceed the Standard of his
own Capacity tolexecute this Projett in fuch a Mauner,
as that, to avoid Redundancy, nothing material fhould
be omitted and loft; and that every Thing fhould appear
in it’s due Form and Order: And if any other more
capable Perfon, not acquainted with the German, fhall
ever find himfelf difpofed to take it in Hand ; it will be
a fingular Pleafure to him to have, by thefe Memoirs,
furnithed the Biographer with fuch ample and authentic
Materials for the Purpofe, in his own Mother-Tongue.

He withes the few Notes, Obfervations, and Reflec-

tiops, here and there interfperfed, and moftly markedda::
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the Tr.’s own, will anfwer the End defigned by them, and
prove acceptable. If one or another of them might
feem in a Manner fuperfluous; it is hoped, that the ln-
tention to give all a¢ large, as it ftands in the Original,
and to make every ‘['hing as plain as poflible, will excufe
L.

The Defign, by guarding the Whole with the judicious
Remarks made by his very valuable Acquaintance and
Friend, Dr. Byrom, late of Manchefier, will be as obvious, ™
as it is neceffary. And‘as to“the re-tranflated Epifle of
J. B. at the End, itisintended to fhew the Reader, both
what the Author, J. B. himfelf thought concerning a
Suitable Dijpofition for reading his Works with Profit; and ¢
that @ Time will come, when they will be more univerfally
known, better underitood, and of Courfe prove to much
greater Advantage and Edification than hitherto. It is - .
alfo hoped, that the large Poftfcript concerning HIEL,
&c. will prove acceptable to proper Perfons.

Thus then, in humble Confidence of it’s being God’s
Will to have J. B. and his Writings, during the prefens
and approaching Conjunctures, better known ; if the Tr.
can have contributed his Mite towards the effetuating his
Lord’s Purpofes; it fhall be more to him, (notwithftanding
all intervening and in fome Degree inevitable Mifappre-,
henfions, Mifunderitandings, Reproach, and Obloquy)
than if he poffefled the Reputation of the greateft Names,

" which this or any other Nation or Time ever produced..-
The following Words have great Weight with him, and
with them he will conclude this Preface.

¢« Why trouble you the Woman ?—She hath done:
¢¢ what fhe could.” Matth, xxvi. 10. Mark xiv. 8.

¢ Dawid, after he had ferved his own Generation, by
¢¢ the Will of God, fell afleep.” A&s xiii. 36.

Alfo, ¢ Blefled are thofe Servants, whom the Lord,
¢ when he cometh fhall find avarching. Verily I fay
¢ unto you, that he fhall gird himfelf, and make them
¢¢ to fit down to Meat, and will come forth and ferve
¢« them,” Luke xii. 37.

Farewel ! -
THE
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JACOB BEHMEN.

~

R

O defcribe the Life of Jacos BEHMEN,

a Man fo pious, a Witnefs of God fo

: highly favoured, and a Wonder of the

German Nation fo extraordinary ; might juftly re-
‘quire the Pen of the moft able, judicious, and
cloquent Biographer : But as no Perfon, even of
his own Province, has hitherto been inclined to en-
gage in fuch a Work; I, who am of a neighbour-
ing one, how inconfiderable fo ever for my own
Perfon, intend with” Brevity and Simplicity, and
yet with Solidity and Fidelity, to prefent my Reader
with fuch real Fa&ts and Anecdotes-concerning the

Deceafed, as my Memory ftill retains from the

frequent perfonal Converfations I have had with

him, between the Years 1623 and 1624.

To begin then,

The happily deceafed Subjedt of thefe Memoirs,
« Jacos BEuMmeN, was born in the Year after the
Nativity of -our Lord Chrift, %_515, at Old Seiden-
berg; formerly a Market - Town, about - eight

C A or
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or nine (Eng'yb) Miles diftant from Goerlitz, in
the Upper Lufatia. His Father Jacos, and his)
Mother Ursura, were both of them poor meah |
Peafants, of the good old German Stamp: And
having been thus the Iffue of a Chriftian and unde-
filed Marriage-Bed, and born into the Light of
this World, they gave him the Name of Jacos; a
Supplanter (as the Event was to verify) -of the
Efau-Birth.

Being now grown up a pretty big Lad, he, in
Company with the other Boys of the fame Village,
. was obliged to tend the Cattle in the Fields; and
in this Way to be ferviceable, under due Subjec-
tion, to his Parents,

During the Time of his being a Herd’s-Boy, he
met with a curious and remarkable Occurrence.
Having one Day, about Noon, been rambling to a
great %)iﬂance from the other Lads, and climbing
up alone by himfelf on the adjacent Mountain,
called Land’s Crown; being arrived at the Summit,
(the Story I have heard from his own Mouth, and
he has pointed me to the Place) he efpied amongft
the great red Stones a Kind of Aperture or En-
trance, over-grown with Bufhes, and inclofed in a
Manner not much unlike that of a Door-Cafe, or
Paffage. This, in his Simplicity, he penetrated
into, and there defcried a large portable Veffel, or
- wooden Pannier, full of Money; the Sight of which
fet him into a Shudder. This alfo prevented his
meddling with any of the Money, and put him upon
making the very beft of his Way out again, with-
out taking fo much as a fingle Piece along with him,
And what is verz remarkable, tho’ he had frequently
climbed up to the fame Place afterwards, in Com-
pany of the other-Herd’s-Boys, yet he could never
hit upon this Aperture again. To me it appears,
that it might be a Sort of emblematic Omen, or

Prefage
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Prefage, of his future fpiritual Admiffion to the
Sight of the hidden Treafury of the Wifdom and
Myfteries of God and Nature. This very Trea-
fure, by Jacor’s Account, was fome Years after~
wards carried off by a Foreign Virtuofo; but it
brought this Treafure-Hunter to a fhameful End,
there having been a Curfe annexed to it.

[Nor need we be fo greatly furprized at Jacon
BenMmEN’s Entry into this Cavern in the Moun-
tain 3 for Henry Kornman’s Tra&, entitled Venus-
Berg ; the Writings of that extenfive and experi-
enced Traveller, Leonard Thurnbeiffer ; Hammelman
in his Chronicle of Holftein; Theophraflus Paracelfus,
Agricola, Mathefius, Aldrovandus, Theobald, Kircher,
Zeiller, &c. and alfo the fo-called /7ablen-Schatz,
and the little Treatife concerning Mines, atteft, that
fuch Sort of curious and amazing Places have been
here and there difcovered. As is in Fa& -vifible
upon’' the Giant-AMountains, near the Warm-Baths
of Hirfchberg, in Silefia; efpecially upon the AvEN-
TROT-HILL under the feptangular Stone, and in

~ many other Places. Yea, moreover that good and
learned, tho’ very obfcure Man, Joun BEER, of
Schweidniz, came fo far, in the Year 1570, as,
thro’ divine Permiflion, to be able to make feveral
Excurfions to the Zsts, and other circumjacent
Mountains in thofe Parts, (yet under certain Re-
ftri¢tions, and not without the Fear of God) where
he defcried the Curiofities and Treafures of the
Earth, and was allowed to make Ufe of them at an -
Exigency. All which may. be feen at large in the
little Book concerning the Gain and Lofs of fpiritual
and temporal Goods, printed not many Years fince at
Amflerdam ; as well as in the memorable Narrative
concerning the three Spirits laid in the Zott- Moun-
1dins, with whom the above-faid worthy Joun BEER
< has had perfonal Interviews. ] B. ‘
o ut

A2
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But now we return to our Jacos. His Parents,
having obferved that this Son of theirs gave Proofs
of an excellent, good, and fprightly Genius, kept'
him to School ; where together with daily Prayers,
and common good Behaviour, both at Table and in |
the Family, he learnt to read tolerably well, alfo a |
little Writing, till he left them to be apprenticed
out to a Shoe-Maker. Having ferved his T'ime out
faithfully and reputably, and then [Es is ufual in
Germany] tiavelling a2 While in the Exercife of his.
“T'rade ; he, in the Year 1594, married Catharine,
the Daughter of Fabs Kunfchman, a Butcher and
reputable Citizen of Goerlitz, a young Woman of
a virtuous Difpofition; and at the fame Time he
alfo fet up his Trade of a Shoe-Maker. With her
he lived thirty Years_in the matrimonial State with
Peace and Quietnefs; and, by God’s Bleffing, had
Iffue by her four Sons ; one of which was a Gold-
Smith; the fecond a Shoe-Maker; and the other
two were put out to other Trades,

Whereas now jACOB BeEHMEN, the Subjet of
thefe Memoirs, had, in all Humility and Simplicity,
walked from his very Youth up in the Fear of God,
and taken peculiar lxleafure in attending Sermons ;-
he, in Procefs of Time, through the confolatory
Promife of our Saviour, Luke xi. 13. * Your
heavenly Father fhall give the holy Spirit to them
that afk him,” was awakened in his own Heart;
and thro’ the Multiplicity of Cohtroverfy and fchs-
laffic Wrangling about Religion, which he never
could take in, or tell what to make of, he was fo
alarmed and ftirred up, that in Order to know the

- Truth, and yet with Simplicity of Spirit, he fet him-
felf upon fervently and inceflantly praying, feeking, |
and knocking ; until, being at that Time with his
Mafter on their Tiavels, he, thro’ the Father’s
Drawings in the Son, was, in Spirit, tranflated into
the Holy Sabbath and glorious Day of Relt tso the

. oul ;
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Soul; and thus of Confequence had his Requeft
granted him. Here, (to ufe the Words of his own

-+ Confefion) ¢ Surrounded with the divine Light

. *¢ for the Space of feven Days fucceflively, he ftood
; ““poffefled of the higheft beatific Vifion of God,
. and in the extatic Joys of his Kingdom,”

[In which truly Apocahptical School of God’s
Spirit it was (tho’ now, thro’ Blindnefs and Ma- .
lice, this be decried and reprobated) that the Holy
Patriarchs, Kings, Prophets, Apoftles, and Mecn
of God, have at all Times ftudied ; and therefore
afterwards (like as Chrift, the eternal Wifdom of
the Father did himfclf alfo do) by Means of various
Parables, and Figures, fublime and profound Say- -
ings and Difcourfes, and with Miracles and mighty
Works, have difclofed and fet forth to the World
the Myftery of the Kingdom, and of the Judgment
of God and of Chrift: And which they have alfo
denounced with the greateft Earneftnefs and Firm-
nefs ; tho’ at the Hazard, and even with the aCtual
Sacrifice, of their own Limbs and Lives.]

Nor is the Suppofition improbable, that even ex-

- ternally, and by Means of a certain Magic-Aftral
Operation of the conftellated Spirits, a Kind of
fecret Tinder and Glimmer might have been laid
for, and at the fame Time have concurred and con-
tributed unto, this holy Love’s Fire: For; ac-
cording to the blefled Man’s own Narrative made
to myfelf, it fell out on a certain Time during his .
Apprenticefhip, that a Stranger, plain and mean
. indeed in his Drefs, but otherwife_of a good and
refpeétable Prefence, comes to the Shop, and afks
to buy a Pair of Shoes:' But as neither Mafter nor
Miftrefs were within, he, Jacos BeumEen, the
Prentice-Boy, would not venture to fcll them, till
the Stranger, with much Importunity, infifted upon

his letting him have them: Now, then, he having
A3z more
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more 2 Mind to put the Buyer off than to fell the
Shoes, fet a fomewhat enormous unequitable Price
upon them., The Man however paid down the
Money demanded without the leaft Demur or Ob-
je€tion ; and, taking up the Shoes, went away.
But being ﬁot‘ at fome fmall Diftance from the Shop,
and then ftopping fhort, he called out, with an
audible and ferious Tone of Voice, ¢ Facob, come
out hither to me!” An Addrefs like this from a
Perfon unknown, and made by his Chriftian Name
too, ftartled the Boy; but, upon recovering him-
{elf again, he got up and went out into the Street
‘to him. The Man then, whofe Micn was ferious
and loving, with fparkling Eyes, taking him by
the right Hand, and looking him full in the Face,
faid, - ' :
¢ Jacos thou art little, but thou fhalt become
‘¢ great, and a Mzn fo very different from the
¢¢ common Caft, that thou fhalt be the Won-
¢ der of the World. Be therefore a good
¢ Lad; fear God, and reverence his Word :
¢¢ Let it efpecially be thy Delight to read
¢¢ the Holy Scripture, wherein thou art fur-
¢¢ nifhed. with Comfort .and Inftrution; for
¢ thou fhalt be obliged to fuffer a great deal
« of AfHition, Poverty, and Perfecution
¢ alfo: Neverthelefs be thou of good Com-
¢ fort, and firmly perfevere, for God loveth
¢ thee, and he is gracious unto thee !”

Upon which the Man, after fqueezing him by
the Hand, and looking him full in the Face, went
éf Courfe his own Way.

But JacoB, as may be eafily fuppofed, was not

a little furprized at this Incident. Both the Pre-
diction and the Exhortation, together with the
Mien of the Man, were ever in his Thoughts, nor
could he forget them, The Efle@® of it was Flfo
- vifible
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“vifible afterwards in a renewed Serioufhefs and At-

terttion amidft all his Doings ; and it was alfo fol-
lowed in a little Time after by the Spiritual Call
and Sabbatic Day abeve-mentioned. .

Out of which Extafy being returned to himfelf
again, and of Courle {mving laid afide the trifling
Lufts of foolith Youth, and kept conftantly to his
Church, together with reading the Holy Bible,
a regular Attendance upon the Word preached, and
Participation of the holy Sacraments; a Zeal of
God moved him fo that he was not able either to

‘hear, or to endure, obfcene and foolifh Converfa-

tion, and leaft of all blafphemous Expreflions and
Curfes : Nay, he could not refrain from checking
and rebuking th®m in his own Mafter with whom
he now worked as Journeyman. Moreover, his
Love to genuine Godlinefs and Virtue made him
addit himfelf to a modeft and retired Life, bid-
ding Adieu to and fhaking off all Wantonnefs and
bad Company ; which, being a Turn entirely con-
trary to the Way and Cuftom of the World, of
Courfe drew their Ridicule and Reproach upon
him; and at length he was, by the very Mafter he
now wrought with, (unable to breok a Family-
Prophet like this) difcharged and’ fent about his
Bufinefs elfewhere. -

In the mean While being for fome Time, as a
faithful and induftrious l,;%an, fet up for himfelf,
and having maintained himfelf with the Sweat of
his Brow ; he was in the Beginning .of the 17th
Century, viz. 1600, being in” the 25th Year of
his Age, enraptured a fecond Time with the Light
of God, and with the aftsal Spirit of his Soul, by
Means of an inftantaneous Glance of the Eye caft
upon a bright Pewter#Difth, (being the lovely
Fovialifp Shine or Afpeét) introduced into the in-

" nermoft Ground or Center of the recondite or

hidden
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¢ Ridden Nature. Being however fomewhat dubious,
in Order to rid his Mind of fuch a fuppofed ima-
ginary Conceit, he went to the Green befere Neys-
gate at Goerlitz, where his Houfe was near the
Bridge ; and where, in Spite of all his Efforts to
the contrary, this Senfation of the Glimpfe he had|

- received grew ftronger and ftronger in him conti-
..nually; to fuch a Degree, that by Means of the
Signatures formed upon them, or by their F igures,\

i Lineaments, and Colours, he was enabled to look
as it were into the Heart and into the moft inti-
> mate Nature of all the Creatures. Which Ground
thus imprefled within him he has alfo amply ex-
prefled and illuftrated in his ‘Treatife de Signatura
rerum. T'his Difcovery overfpread him with Joy;
but he.faid nothing, ~thanked God, minded the
Affairs of his Famil; and the Education of his
Children, and lived in Peace and Friendfhip with
all Men ; mentioning little or nothing of this Light
he had received, and of his interior Converfation’
with God and Nature, to any Perfon whatfoever, L

But in Confequence of the holy Counfel and
Will of God which operateth in Secret, ten Years
after, viz. 1610, by the Overfhadowing of the:
Holy Ghoft, he was touched by God for. the third |
Time, and endowed and ftrengthened with new
Light and Right: In Order then not to let a Fa- |
vour and Grace, fo great as this now imparted to |
him had been, {lip out of his Memory, and not !
to prove refraltory againft a Tutor fo holy and

. confolatory ; he fet Pen to Paper (yet only for
7 himfelf) with inconfiderable Helps, and furnithed .
with no Books at all but the Holy Bible.

In the Year 1612, he wrote his firft Book, the
Morning Rednefs at Sun-Rife, which -Dr. Balthazar ¢
Walter afterwards entitled Aurora; which he did
not chufe to entruft with any Man, till a Gentle-_’

man

.
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man of fome Rank, an Intimate of his, having
got Sight of it by Chance, with fome Difficulty,
at laft, prevailed upon him fo far only as to indulge
him with the Perufal of it: And tho’ he would
not have wifhed it fhould have come out of it’s Re-
treat, much lefs be publithed ; yet this faid Gentle-

- man, over-eager after fuch a recondite Ground,

immediately took it to Pieces, and with his own

- Hand, aflifted by feveral other Tranfcribers, who

wrought at it Day and Night, copied it out with
amazing Difpatch. Hereby the Knowledge of it
began to tranfpire to one and another, till at laft
Gregory Richter, Principal or Upper Minifter at
Goerlitz, came to know .of it; who, carried away
by the common or depraved Genius of the Schools;
without any fufficient Examination or Knowledge,
publicly vilified from the Pulpit, and condemned it,
in the higheft Degree: And this he alfe repeated
and urged fo often and fo long, and with fo many

, bitter perfanal Inve&tives and Fulminations levelled

“at the innacent Author’s Head, that the Senate of

Goerlitz themfelves at laft took Cognizance of the
Affair, fummaned Jacor BEMMEN as their Citizen
before them, took the Book under their own Cuf-
tody into the Senate-Houfe, and forewarned the
Author to content himfelf with fticking-to his awn
Lafl, and to let his fcribbling of Books quite alane:
As thefe Proceedings are elfewhere defcribed at
large ; and efpecially the indecent and difagreeable
Zeal of this unfeafonable and precipitant Judge
[Richter*] as well as the extraordinary Meeknefs
and Humility of the blefled JacoB BeHMEN ; to-
gether with other very confiderable and weighty
Teftimonies of fome principal Divines of the Elec-
toral Dominions. of Saxmy ; and may be feen in all
their Circumftances in a Letter from Dr. Gornelius
Weiffner, acelebrated Phyfician and Chymaift, which
is hereunto annexed. The Autography, or original
: . opy
. ® Richter fignifics a JFudge in the German Language:
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Copy of this Book in Jacor Beumen’s own Hand-
- Writing, was, after having been under a feven and -

twenty Years Cuftody of the Senate, on the 26th
of November 1641, prefented by Dr. Paul Scipio, the

then Burgomafter there, to Mr. George Pflug,
Marfhall of the Houfe to the Prince EleGtor of
Saxony at Drefden. He was at Goerlitz on a Vifit at
the Time, and was alfo a well-affe®ed Patron of
. our Jacos BEnMEN. This Gentleman difpatched
© it further, by the Hands of H.P.H. to Abrabam
William Van Beyerland, a Citizen and Merchant of
Amflerdam,

[We have here an Inftance and pregnant Proof
in what Manner the Prince of Darknefs, as a de-
clared and inveterate Enemy of the true divine Light,
doth in his Members and Inftruments, thro” his
Mpyftery of Iniquity, which is now opening and
unravelling itfelf more and more every Day, out-
rageoufly, audacioufly, and malicioufly, yet blindly,
fet himfelf againft al{ that is called God, Good, or
of God; yea againft and over Chrift himfelf, the
effential Life-giving Word, as the Lord his God ;
never refting, till he has wreaked his vengeful An-

er and Ma%ice upon, and deftroyed the Innocent.
hich he will however fmart for with eternal
Wrath, Fretting, and Fuming, in the infernal
Flames of Wrath and Fire, %eing doomed and
configned to a Deprivation of the beatific Light
and Sight of the lovely Face of God to all Eter-
nity, Wo to him, and his infernal Children, the
calumnious and implacable Adder-Tongues and
_ Tyger-Hearts!] ’

Hereupon the holy patient Man did, in Obedi-
ence to his Superiors and Governors, keep a com-\
plete Sabbath of feven Years, without having for |
that whole Space of Time written any T%ing.;

But having been by a further, viz. by a fourth Stir-
: ring

N \

.
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ring_ of the Ground divinely laid in him, ftrengths
ened and roufed with fuperabundant Grace; and

. having been withal, at the Inftance and by the
earneft Entreaty of fevera] Men of Piety and pro-
found Knowledge of Nature, very preflingly admo-
nithed not to bury in the Earth a Talent and T'ruft

"1 of fo high and precious a Nature, but to make a
i good Improvement of.it. to the Honour of God,
i and Benefit of his Church; he, in the Name of
i God, refumed his Pen, and in the Progrefs of his
\ Writing did very leifurely and without Diftraction

for he had no Stock to profecute his own Bufinefs
+ with) write the followin%lorious and moft excel-

]’ lent Pieces,"which will 1

endures. :
In the Year 1619.

In the Year 1620.

as long as.the World

No. 2. Concerning the three

Principles, together
with an Appendix,
concerning thethree~
fold Life of Man.

3. Concerning the three-
fold Life of Man.

4. An Anfwer to the forty
Queftions concerning
the Soul. )

5. Concerning the Incar-
nation of Chrift ;
concerning his Suf-
ferings, Dying, and
Refurre&ion ; alfo,
concerning the Tree
of Faith.

' 6.'. A Tra& concerning fix

Points.

7. Concerning the hea-
venly and earthly
My({ery. '

8. Concerning the 'laft
Times, to P, K. . ‘

n
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In the Year 1621, No.

In the Year 1622.

!

In the Year 1623.

Ia the Year 124,

12 )

9. De Signatura rerum.
10. Concerning the four
Complexions.

11. An Apology addreffed

to Balthazar Tylken.
12. Serious Reflexions upo:t

Haiah Stiefel.

~13. Concerning true Re-

pentance,

14. Concerning true Re«
fignation.

15. Concerning Regenera«
tion.

© 16. De Panitentia.

17. Concerning divine Pro-
vidence, & Eletion.

18, Myferium Magnum up-

. on Genefss.

19. A Table of the Prin-
ciples, addrefled to
Fobn  Siegmand  de
Schweinich and Abra-
bam de Franckenberg.

20, Concerning the fuper-
fenfual Life.

21 Concerning the divine

Contemplationor Vi-
fion.

22, Concerning the two
Tefaments, or Ordis
nances of Chrift,

23. A Dialogue between an

4 ‘enlightened and an
unenlightened Soul.

24~ An  Apology againft
Gregory Richter, the
Principal or Upper
Miaifter at Goerlitz.

In
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In the Year 1624. No. 25.
26.

27.
24,

" Revelation of the
three Worlds, being
an Appendix to the
47th Epiftle,

29. Concerning the Error

30. Concerning the Laft
Judgment, [Said to
be confumed at the
Burning of Great-
Glogau n Sikfia; &
no other Copy of it
is yet found.

31. Letters to various Per-
fons,

Here it muft be remarked, that the forty Qgoef-
tions concerning the Soul were drawn up with ex-
traordinarily deep and mature Confideration and Re-
flexion by Dr. Balthazar Walter, of Great Glogau,
J in Silefia.  This Gentleman was a good Phvfician
- and Chymift; who after having travelled through
‘ Europe, Africa, and Afia, fpent three Months with
i JacoB BEHMEN at his poor Habitation near the
' Neyfbridge at Guerlitz, and had many private and
| intimate Conferences with him there.” They were

afterwards tranflated into Latin by the noble and
, ven;y learned Fobn Angelius Werdenbagen, a Civilian

and Counfellor to the Principality of Lunenberg,
and publifhed at Amflerdam in the Year 1632, in
v18m®: under the Title of Pfychologia Vera, 