Zael, Introductorium
Notice by David Juste

Author: Sahl b. Bishr (Baghdad, first half of the ninth century).

Original title: many different titles in Arabic manuscripts (see Sezgin).

Translation: translator unknown; the work already existed is Latin in the twelfth century.
Significance: in the Latin tradition, the Introductorium is the first of a series of five treatises
dealing altogether with the whole science of astrology (I: Introductorium, II: Quinquaginta
precepta, III: De interrogationibus, IV: De electionibus, V: Liber temporum). This corpus is
extant, at least in part, in over fifty manuscripts and seven printed editions from 1484 to 1551.
Contents: a general introduction to the principles of astrology, including the nature,
classifications and subdivisions of the signs of the zodiac, the twelve houses, the aspects, as
well as a detailed examination of a number of configurations of the horoscope involving the
planets.

Reproduction: ???, sig. alr-[b4r] [Warburg FAH 850]

Title: De principiis iudiciorum astrologie. Introductorium Zahelis Ysmaelite.

Inc.: ‘In nomine Dei pii et misericordis, dixit Zahel Bemhiz Ysmaelita: Scito quod signa sunt
12 et ex eis 6 sunt masculina et 6 feminini...” [TK, 1411 : ‘Scito quod..."].

Expl.: ... et cum fuerit cum feminis gaudet in parte feminina propter diversitatem horum
planetarum et eorum domorum.’

Bibliography: F.J. Carmody, Arabic Astronomical and Astrological Sciences in Latin Translation. A
Critical Bibliography, Berkeley-Los Angeles, 1956, p. 41 (nr. 2); F. Sezgin, Geschichte des
arabischen Schrifttums, V11, Leiden, 1979, pp. 125-126 (nr. 1).
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Zael, Quinquaginta precepta
Notice by David Juste

Author: Sahl b. Bishr (Baghdad, first half of the ninth century).

Original title: belongs to Zael’s Introductorium in Arabic manuscripts (see note on Zael's
Introductorium and Sezgin).

Translation: translator unknown; the work already existed is Latin in the twelfth century.
Significance: in the Latin and Arabic traditions, the Quinquaginta precepta form the second
part of Zael’s corpus (see description of Zael’s Introductorium).

Contents: collection of 50 astrological rules.

Reproduction: ???, sig. [b4r]-[c4r] [Warburg FAH 850]

Title: Incipiunt precipua iuditia et sunt quindecim.

Inc.: ‘Primum de receptione dispositionis per Lunam. Scito quod significatrix id est Luna
cuius circulus est omnium planetarum...” [TK, 1411: ‘Scito quod..."].

Expl.: ... causam de qua interrogat, gravis enim erit illi. Scito hoc totum.’

Bibliography: F.]. Carmody, Arabic Astronomical and Astrological Sciences in Latin Translation. A
Critical Bibliography, Berkeley-Los Angeles, 1956, pp. 40-41 (nr. 1); F. Sezgin, Geschichte des
arabischen Schrifttums, V11, Leiden, 1979, pp. 125-126 (nr. 1).
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