




 
Liber novem iudicum 
Notice by Charles Burnett 
 
Author: Various 
Date: mid-twelfth century 
Significance: The text has survived in some 20 manuscripts and was translated into French in the fourteenth 
century. The versions that were printed by Peter Liechtenstein in Venice in 1509, and by Henricus Petrina in Basel 
in 1571, lack the long introduction and the compilers’ preface. 
Contents: The Liber novem iudicum (‘The Book of the Nine Judges’) is a collection of astrological judgements 
arranged according to the topics of the twelve astrological ‘places’ (respectively life, possession, brothers, parents, 
children, illnesses, marriage, death, religion and travel, honours, friends, and enemies), taken from seven 
astrological authorities, al-Kindī, ‘Umar ibn al-Farrukhān al-Ṭabarī, Sahl ibn Bishr, ‘Aristotle’, Abū ‘Alī al-Khayyāṭ, 
Jirjis, and Dorotheus. To these were added a comprehensive introduction concerning the terms and doctrines of 
astrology taken from four authorities, al-Kindī, Sahl ibn Bishr, Māshā’allāh and Abū Ma’shar--two of these being 
the same as those for the ‘places’—making nine ‘judges’ in all. The texts from which the work has been compiled 
were all translations from Arabic into Latin made in the mid-twelfth century and the project was probably 
supervised by the translators Hermann of Carinthia and Hugo of Santalla.  
  
Reproduction:  Venice, Peter Liechtenstein, 1509.  
Title: Liber novem iudicum in iudiciis astrorum. 
Incipit: ‘Rerum omnium que sub lunari circulo esse habent…’. [TK, 1350] 
Explicit: ‘…vires reprimit elatorum superbiam conculcat’.   
  
Bibliography: F. J. Carmody, Arabic Astronomical and Astrological Sciences in Latin Translation. A Critical Bibliography, 
Berkeley-Los Angeles, 1956, pp. 103-112; C. Burnett, ‘A Hermetic Programme of Astrology and Divination in mid-
Twelfth-Century Aragon: The Hidden Preface in the Liber novem iudicum’, Magic and the Classical Tradition, eds C. 
Burnett and W. F. Ryan, London and Turin, 2006, pp. 99-118. 
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