
Omar, De nativitatibus 
Notice by David Juste 
 
Author: ‘Umar Ibn al-Farrukhân al-Tabarî (Baghdad, fl. ca. 762).   
Original title: Kitâb al-Mawâlid (‘Book of  Nativities’). 
Translation: John of  Seville in the first half  of  the twelfth century. 
Significance: at least 16 extant manuscripts and five printed editions from 1503 to 1551.   
Contents: a standard treatise on the interpretation of  nativities, or birth horoscopes, in 
three books, quoting Ptolemy, Messahallah and Hermes. Books I (pp. 118-124) and 
II (pp. 124-131) deal respectively with the determination and interpretation of  the hyleg 
and alcochoden (or significant positions in the horoscope, which enables the astrologer to 
compute the length of  life). Book III (pp. 131-141) explains how to interpret the sectors of  
the native’s life corresponding to the twelve houses.     
 
Reproduction: Basel, Iohannes Hervagius, 1533, second part, pp. 118-141 [Warburg 
FAH 750]. 
Title: De nativitatibus secundum Omar. 
Inc.: ‘Omar Belnalfargdiani Tiberiadis dixit: Scito quod diffinitiones nativitatum in 
nutritione sunt quatuor…’ [TK, 1409]. 
Expl.: ‘… Arietis per ascensiones quas exposui tibi, et quo pervenerit, verte eum in gradus 
aequales, et ipsum erit ascendens.’ 
 
Bibliography: F.J. Carmody, Arabic Astronomical and Astrological Sciences in Latin Translation. A 
Critical Bibliography, Berkeley-Los Angeles, 1956, pp. 38-39 (nr. 1); F. Sezgin, Geschichte des 
arabischen Schrifttums, VII, Leiden, 1979, p. 112 (nr. 3). 
























































