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Author and origin: the work was compiled from Arabic sources by Stephen of Messina 
and addressed to Manfred, king of Sicily from 1258 to 1266, perhaps in 1262.  
Significance: the most popular Hermetic treatise in the Middle Ages after the 
Asclepius (over 80 extant manuscripts and two printed editions of 1484 and 1533).  
Contents: collection of 100 astrological aphorisms. 
 
Reproduction: Basel, Iohannes Hervagius, 1533, second part, pp. 85-89 [Warburg 
FAH 750].  
Title: Hermetis centum aphorismorum liber. 
Inc.: ‘[1] Sol et Luna post Deum, omnium viventium vita sunt. Multorum quidem 
nativitates non habent hyleg…’ [TK, 1513]. 
Expl.: ‘… cui luminare ipsum coniungitur, et dominum eius. His et aliis, quae tibi 
tradidi clarissime, utere, et cum sobrietate utendo nunquam errabis, cum Dei auxilio.’ 
 
Bibliography: F. J. Carmody, Arabic Astronomical and Astrological Sciences in Latin 
Translation. A Critical Bibliography, Berkeley-Los Angeles, 1956, pp. 53-55 (nr. 3); P. 
Lucentini and V. Perrone Compagni, I testi e i codici di Ermete nel Medioevo, Firenze, 2001, 
pp. 27-32.  

 












