
Bethen, De horis planetarum 
Notice by David Juste  

Author and origin: unknown.  
Significance: two extant manuscripts and five printed editions from 1493 to 1551, 
where the work follows Bethen’s Centiloquium (see description of that text).  
Contents: twelve short chapters dealing with ‘elections’ according to the seven 
planetary hours (1-7), to the rising triplicity (8-11) and to the hour of Saturn when a 
sign ruled by Saturn is rising (12).  
 
Reproduction: Basel, Iohannes Hervagius, 1533, second part, pp. 110-112 [Warburg 
FAH 750].  
Title: Bethem de horis planetarum. 
Inc.: ‘De hora Saturni. Cum fuerit hora Saturni, bonum est emere res gravis naturae, ut 
ferrum, stannum, plumbum…’ [TK, 299]. 
Expl.: ‘… et quod diximus de Saturno, sic intellige de omnibus aliis planetis.’ 
 
Bibliography: F.J. Carmody, Arabic Astronomical and Astrological Sciences in Latin 
Translation. A Critical Bibliography, Berkeley-Los Angeles, 1956, p. 75 (nr. 2).  

 










