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. From the Year 1714 to 1737.

LETTER L
Mr. PorE to Dr. SwrFT.

_ ' June 18, 17142
W HATEVER Apologies it might become

~ me to make at any other time for writ-
ing to you, I fhall ufe none now, to a
man who has own’d himfelf as fplenetic as a Cat in
the Country. In that circumftance, I know by ex-
perience a letter is a very ufeful, as well as amufin
thing : If you are too bufied in State affairs to rea
it, yetyou may find entertainment in folding it into
divers hgures, either doubling it into a pyramidical,
or twifting it into a ferpentine form: or, if your
difpofition fhould not be fo mathematical, in taking
it with you to that place where men of ftudious
minds are apt to fit longer than ordinary; where,
after an abrupt divifion of the paper, it may not be
unpleafant to try to fit and rejoin the broken lines -
together.* All thefe amufements I am noftranger
VOLU Ix. ' B " to
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-to ih the'Country, and doubt not but (by this time)
you begin to relifh them, in your prefent contem-
plative fituation.

I remember a man, who was thought to have
fome knowledge in the world, ufed to affirm, that
no people in town ever complained they were for-
gotten by their Friends in the country : but my en-
creafing experience convinces me he was miftaken,
for I find a great many here grievouﬂdy complaining
of you, uporn this fcore. I am told farther, that
you treat the few you correfpond with in a very ar-
rogant ftyle, and tell themt you admire at their info-
Ience in difturbing your meditations, or even en-
quiring of your * retreat: but this I will not pofi-
tively aflert, becaufe I never received any fuch in--
fulting Epiftle from you. My Lord Oxford fays

ou have not written to him once fince you went :

ut this perhaps may be only polic'{, in him or you :
and I, who am half a Whig, muft not entirely cre-
dit any thing he affirms. At Button’s it is reported
you are gone to Hanover, and that Gay goes only
on an Embafly to you. Others apprehénd fome
dangerous State treatife from your retirement ; and

a Wit, who affefls to imitate Balfac, fays, that the
Miniftry now are like thofe Heathens of old, who
received their Oracles from the Woods. The Gen- -
tlemen of the Roman Catholic perfuafion are net
unwilling to credit me, when I whifper, that you
are gone to meet fome Jefuits commiffioned from
the Court of Rorne; in-order to fettle the moft con«
veniens methods to be taken for the coming of the
Pretender. Dr. Arbuthnot is fingular in his opini~
on, and imagines your only defign is to attend at

* Some time before the Death of Queen Auae, when
her Minifters were quarrelling, and the Cean could not
reconcile them, he retired to-a Friend’s Houfe in Berk-
fhire, and mever faw them after. S.

. r . SR 1|
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Full leifure to the life and adventures of Scriblerus *.
This indeed muft be gtanted of greater importarice
than all the reft ; and% wifh I could promiife. fo well
of you. Tlhe top of my own ambition is to con-
tribute to that great work, and I fhall tranflate Hg-
mer by theby. Mr. Gay has acquainted you what
progrefs I have made in it. I can’t name K&r. Gay,
without all the acknowledgments which I fhall ever
owe you, on hisaccount. If Iwritthis in verfe; I
would tell you, you are like the fun, and while mer
imagine you to be retired or abfent, are hourly ex-
erting your indulgence, and bringing things to ma-
turity for their advantage. Of all the world, you
are the man (without flattery) who ferve your friends
with the leaft oftentation ; it is almoft ingratitude to
thank you; confidering yout temper; and this i
the period of all my Fetter whick Ifear you wi‘li
think the thoft impertisient. I am with. the trueft
affeQion; ] : .
- Your's, &c.

& This proje (In which the principal perfons engsged
yere Dr. beuthnot. Dr. Swift; as Mr: Pope)g‘vgvas
a very noble one: It was o write a complete fatire in
profe upon the abufes m every branch of icience, com-

ifed ini the hiftory of the life and writings of Scrible-
rus; of which only fome detached parts arnd fragments
weredone, fuch as the Mempirs of Sriblerus, the Travels
g}‘ Gulliwer, the Treatife of the Profund, the literal Cri-

beifins ont Virgil, &ci .

Bz . LET-

o4
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LETTER 1L
From Dr. Swirt to Mr. Porz,

Dublin, June 285 171 e

M Y +Lord Bifhop of Clogher gave me your
kind letter full of reproaches for my not
writing. Iam naturally no very exaét correfpon-
dent, and when I leave a country without proba-
bility of returning, I think as gldom as I can of
what I loved or efteemed in it, to avoid the Dejide-
rim which of all things makes life moft uneafy.
But you muft give me leave to add one thing, that
you talk at your eafe, being wholly unconcerned in
public events: For, if your friends the Whigs con-
tinue, you may hope for fome favour if the To-
ries return, you are at leaft fure of quiet. You
know how well I loved both Lord Oxford and Bo-
lingbroke, and. "how dear the Duke of Ormond
is to me: Do you imagine I can beeafy while their
enemies are endeavouring to take off their heads ?

1 nunc & verfus tecum meditare canoros—Do you ima~ -

gine I can be eafy, when Ithink of the probable
confequences of thefe proceedings, perhaps upon the
avery peace of the nation, but certainly of the minds
of fo many hundred thoufand good fubje&s? Up-
on the whole, you may truly attribute my filence
to the Eclipfe, {ut it was that Eclipfe which hap-
pened on the firft of Auguft. -
I borrowed your Homer from the Bifhop (mine
is not yet landed) and read it out in two evenings.

I it pleafeth others as well as me, you have got_

" 4+ Dr S George A, formerly a Fellow of Trinity-
College, Dublin, (1o whom the Dean was a Pupil) after-
wards Bithop of Clogher, and tranflated to ch See ¢szf

Derry in 1716-17.
‘ S your
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your end in profit and reputation: Yet I am angry
at fome bad Rhymes and Triplets, and pray in your
next do not.let me have fo many unjuftihable
Rhymes to war and geds. I tell you all the faults I
know, only in oneor twe places you are a little ob-
fcure; but I expe&ted you to be fo in one or two
" and twenty. I have heard no foul talk of it here,
for indeed it is not come over; nor do we very
much abound in Judges, at leaft I have not the
honour to be acquainted with them. Your Notes
are perfe@ly good, and fo are your Preface and Ef-
fay. You were pretty bold in mentioning Lord
Bolingbroke in that Preface. I faw the Key to the
* Lock but yefterday : I think you have changed it a
good deal, to adapt it to the prefenttimes *.

God be thanked I have yet no Parliamentary bu.
finefs, andif they have none with me, I fhall never
feek their acquaintance. I have not been very fond
of them for fome years paft, not when I thought
them tolerably good, and therefore if I can get leave
to be abfent, I fhall be much inclined to be on that
fide, when there is 2 Parliament on this: but trulz
I muft be a little eafy'in my mind before I can thin
of Scriblerus.

You are to underftand that I live in the corner of
a vaft unfurnithed houfe ; my family confifts of 3"
fteward, a groom, -a helper in the ftable, afootman,
and an old maid, who are all at board-wages, and
when I do not dine abroad, or make an’ entertain-
ment (which laft is very rare) I eat a mutton-pye,
and drink half a pint of wine: My amufements are
defending my fmall'dominions againft the Archbi-
fhop, and endeavouring to reduce my rebellious

. ® Put thefe twa laft 6bfervations together, and it will

appear, that Mr.Pope was neither wanting to his friends
for fear of party, nor would infult a miniftry to humour

his friends,
’ B3 Choir,
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Choir. Perditur hec inter mifers lux. 1 defire yon
will prefent my humble fervice to Mr. Addifon, Mr.
Congreve, and Mr. Rowe, and Gay. Iam, and
will be always, extrpmely yours, &c.

LETTER IL
Mr. Pore to Dr. SwirT,

June 20, 1716.

Cannot fuffer afriend to crofs the Irith feas with-
out bcar;gg a teftimony from me of the conftant
efteem and affe@ion I am both obliged and inglined
to have for you. It is better he fhould tell you than
I, how often you are in our thoughts and in our
gups, and how I learn to fleep lefs * and drink more,
whencver you are named among us. I look upona
friend in Ireland as upon a friend in the other world
whom (popifhly fpeaking) I believe conftantly well
difpofed towards me, and repdy to do me all the
“ good he can, in that flate of feparation, though I
ge'ar nothing from him, and make addrefles to him
. but very rarely. A proteftant diving canpot take it
amifs that I treat him in the fame manper with my
patron Saint.

I can tell you no news, but what you will not fuffi-
ciently wonder at, that I fuffer many things as an au.
thor militant : whereof in your days of probation,
'you have been a fharer, or you had not amv.ed tq
that triumphant flate you now: defervedly enjoy in
the Church.  As for me, I have not the lea{l hopes

- of the Cardinalat, tho’ I fiiffer for my Religion in
almoft every weekly paper. I have begun to take 3

* Allyding to his conflant cuftom of flgcping after

dinner.

pique
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pique at the Pfalms of David (if the wicked may
be credited, who have printed a fcandalous one * in
my name.) This report I dare not’ difcourage too
much, in a profpeét 1 have at prefent of a poft un-
der the Marquis de Langallerie +, wherein if I can
but do fome fignal fervice againft the Pope, I may
be confiderably -advanced by the Turks, the only re-
ligious people I dare confide in. If it fhould hap-.

n hereafter thatI fhould write for the holy law of

omet, I hope it may make no breach between
youand me; every one muftlive, and I beg you
will not be the man to manage the controverfy a-
gainft me. The Church of Rome I judge (fromg
many modern fymotoms. as well as ancient prﬁe-
cies) to be in a tion ; that of Eng-
:la.nd will ina }iy] Fc able to maintain
er own fami ink as generally as
Banks in Europe, and rtor tne fame reafon; {hat
Religion and Trade, which at firft were open and
free, have been reduced into- the Management of
Companies, and the Roguery of Dire®ors,

I don’t know why I tell you all ‘this, but that I
always loved to talk to you 5 but this is” not a time
far any man to talk to the purpofe. " Truth is a
kind of contraband commodity, which ¥ would not
venture to export, and ‘therefore "the only thing
tending that dangerous way which I fhall fay, is,
that I am, and always will be, with the utmott fin- .

cerity, . Rt
i “Yours, &c.
*® Tn Curl’s Colle€tion. Lo

4 + (ﬁ)ne who made a noife shen, as Count Bonnival L.as
one fince. : o

By "LET:
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LETTER IV.
From Dr-SwirT to Mr. PopE., -

Aug. 30, 17'16.

I Had the favour of yours by Mr. F. of whom,
before any other queftion relating to your health
or fortune, or fuccefs as a Poet, I enquired your
principles in the common form,  Is he Whig or.
“ a Tory?” Iam forryto find they are not fo
well tallied to -the prefent junure as I could with,
I always thought -the terms of Faéto and Fure had
been introduced by the Poets, and that Poffeffion of
any fort in Kings was held an unexceptionable title
in the courts of - Parnaffus. If you do not grow a
perfeét good fubje in all its prefent latitudes, I
fhall conclude you are become rich, and able to live
without dedications to men in power, whereby one
great inconvenience will follow, that..you' and' thg
world and pofterity will be utterly ignorant of their
Virtues. . -For, either your brethren have miferably
deceived us thefe hundred years paft, .or Power con-
fers Virtue, as natura;l'y as five of your Popifh fa-
craments do Grace.—You fleep lefs and drink more.
— But your mafter Horace was Vini fomnique benig~
nus : and, -as I take it, both are propér for your
trade. As to mine, there are a thoufand po'etica%
texts fo " ¢onfirm the one; and as to the other,
know it was anciently the cuftom to fleep in Tem~
ples for thofe who would confult the Oracles,
¢¢ Who diftates to me flumbering *,” &c. -

You arean ill Catholick, or a worfe Geographer,
for I can affure you, Ireland is not Paradife, and I
appeal even to any Spanifh divine whether Addrefles
wete ever made to a friend 'in Hell, or Purgatory 3

* Milton. And
. : ﬁ
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‘And who are all thefe enemies you hint at? I cam
only think of Curl, Gildon, Squire Burnet, Black-
more, and a few others whofe famg I have forgot;
“Tools, in my opinion as neceflary for a good writer, .
as pen, ink, and paper, And befides, I would fain
know whether every Draper doth not fhew yoa
three or four damn’d pieces of ftuff to fet off his
good one? However, I will grant, that one the-
rough Bookfellingz:Rogue ‘is better qualified to vex
an author, than al his cotemporary fcriblers in Cri-
tic or Satire, not only by ftolen Copies of what was
ncorreét or unfit for the public, but by downright
aying other mens dulnefs at your door. Ihad2a
long defign upon the Ears of that Curl, when I was
in credit, but the Rogue would never allow me a
fair ftroke at them, although my penknife was rea-
dy drawn and fharp. I can hardly believe the rela-
tion of his being poifoned, although the Hiftorian
pretends to have been an eye-witnefs: But I beg
pardon, Sack might do it, although Rats-bane would
ot. I never faw the thing you mention as falfely
imputed to you; butI think the frolicks of merry
hours, even when we are guilty, fhould not be left
to the mercy of our beft friends, until Curl and his
refemblers are hang’d. < . :
‘With fubmiffion to the better judgment of you
and your friends, I take your proje& of an employ-
ment under the Turks to be idl’e and unneceffary.
Have a little patience, and you will find more me-
rit and encouragement at home by the fame me-
thods. You are ungrateful to your country; quit
but your own Religion, and ridicule ours, and that
will allow you a free choice for' any other, or for

none at all, and pay you well into the bargain. =

Therefore pray do not run and difgrace us among
the Turks, by telling them you were forced to leave
{our native home, becaufe we would oblige you to
¢ a Chriftian ; whereas we will make it appear to
all
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@l the world, that we oixly compelled you to be 2

-There is a young ingenious Quaker in this town
who writes verfes to his miftrefs, not very corred,
but in a ftrain purely what a poetical Quaker thould
do, commending her look and habit, &c. It gave
. me a hint that a fett of Quaker paftorals might fuc:
ceed, if our friend Gay * could fancy it, and I
think it a fruitful fubject; pray hear what he fays.
I believe further, the paftoral ridicule is pot ex-
haufted ; and that a porter, footman, or + chair-
aman’s paftoral might do well. Or what think you .
of a Newgate paftoral, among the whores and
thieves there.

Laftly, to conclude, I love you never the worfe
for feldom writing to you. I am in an obfcure
fcene, where you know neither thing nor perfon.
I can only anfwer yours, which I promife to do after
* a fort whenever you think fit to employ me. But I
can affure you, the fcene and the times have depref-
fed me wonderfully, for I will impute no defeét to
thofe two paltry years which have flipt by fince I
had the happinefs to fee you. Iam, with the trueft
efteem,

Your’s, &c.

* Gay did writea paftoral of this kind, which is pubs
~ lifhed in his-works. ‘

- 4 Swift wrote one of this kind, intitled Dermot and

Shedl. : :

3

LET-

i
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fLETTER V.
From Dr. SwirT to Mr. Pore.

Duialin, Jan. 10, 1721,

Thoufand things have vexed me of late years,
-\ upon which I am determined to Jay open my
min

: to you. I rather chufe to appeal to you than
tomy Lord Chief Juftice Whitfhed, under the fitua-
tion I am in. For, I take this caufe properly to
lie before you: You are a much fitter Judge of what
concerns the credit of a Writer, the injuries that
are done him, and the reparations he ought to re-
ceive. Befides, I doubt whether the Arguments I
could fuggeft to prove my own innocence would be
of much weight from the gentlemen of the Long-
robe to thofe in Furs, upon whofe decifion about
the difference of Style or Sentiments, I fhould be
ve% unwilling to leave the merits of my Caufe.
3ive me leave then to put you in mind (although
you cannot eafily forget it) that about ten weeks be-
fore the Queen’s death, I left the town, upon occa-
fion of that incurable breach among the great men
at Court, and went down to Berkfhire, where you
may remember that you gave me the favour of a
vifit. While I was in that retirement, I writa
ifcourfe which I thought might be ufeful in fuch a
uné&ure of affajrs, and fent it up to London ; but,
ppon fome difference in opinion between me and a
_ certain great Minifter now abroad, the publifbin
of it was deferred fo long that the Queen died, an
* ] recalled my copy, which hath been ever fince in
fafe hands. In a few weeks after the lofs of that -
excellent Princefs, I came to my ftation here ; whers

1 This Letter Mr. Pope never received. P. nor did
he believe it was ever fent.
I have
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I have continued ever fince in the greateft privacy,
and utter ignorance of thofe events, which are moft
commonly talked of in the world. .I neither know
the names nor number of the Royal Family which
now reigns, further than the Prayer-beok informs
me.. I cannot tell who is Chancellor, who are Se-
cretaries, nor with what nations we are in peace or
war. And this manner of life was not taken up
out of any fort of AffeGation, but merely to avoid
giving offence, and for fear of provoking Party-
zeal.

I had indeed written fome Memorials of  the four
laft years of the Queen’s reign, with fome other in-
formations, which I receiv’d, as neceffary mate-
rials to qualify .me for doing fomething in an em-
ployment then defigned me * : But, as it was at the
difpofal of a perfon, who had not the fmalleft fhare
of fteddinefs or fincerity, I difdained to accept it.
~ Thefe papers, at my few hours of health and lei-
fure, I have been digefting + into order by one fheet
at a time, for I dare not venture any further, left
the humour of fearching and feizing papers thould

- * Hiftoriographer. ‘ o - -P.
+ Thefe papers fome years after were brought finithed
by the Dean into England, with an inteition to publith
them. But a friend, on whofe judgment he relied .(the
fame I fuppofe whom he mentions above, as being a-
broad at the time of writing this letter), diffuaded him
from that defign.” He told the Dean, there were fever.
fa&ts he knew to be falie, and that the whole was fo much
in the fpirit ‘of party-writing, tkat, though it might have
made # feafonable pamphlet in fupport of their Admini:
ftration - it. was a difhonour to juft hitory. ‘The Dean
" ‘would do nothing againft his Friend’s judgment, yetit
extremely chagrined him. And he told a common
. friend, that fince ®* * did not approve his hiftory, he
would caft it into the fire, tho’ it was the beft work he
had ever written. However it did not undergo this fate,
and is faid to be yetin being. . -
. . ' revive 3
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revive § notthat I am in pain of any danger to my-
felf (for they contain nothing of prefent Times or
Perfons, upon which I fhall néver lofe a thought
while there is a Cat or a Spaniel in the houfe) but to
preferve them from being loft among Meflengers and
Clerks. '

I have written in this kingdom, a * difcourfe to
perfuade the wretclied people to wear their own Ma-
nufaBures inftead of thofe from England. This
‘Treatife foon 'fpread very faft, being agreeable to
the fentiments of the whole nation, except of thofe
gentlemen who had employments, or were Expece
tants.” Upon which ‘a perfon in great office here
immediately took the alarm : he fentin hatte for the
Chief Juftice, and informed him of a feditious,
faltious, and virulent Pamphlet, lately- publithed
with a defign of fetting the two Kingdoms at’ vari-
ance; dire&ting at the fame time that the Printer
fhould be profecuted with the utmoft rigour of law.
‘The Chief Juftice had fo quick. an underftanding,
that he refolved, if poffible,  to out-do his orders.
“The Grand-Juries of the county and city were
_pradtifed effeCtually with to reprefent the faid Pam-
. - phlet with all aggravating Epithets, for which they
had thanks fent them from England, and their Pre-
fentments publithed for ‘feveral weeks in all the
news-papers. 'The Printer was feized, and forced
to give ﬁ'eat bail : after his trial the Jury brought
him in Not Guilty, although they had been culled
with the utmoft induftry; the Chief Juftice fent
them back nine times, and kept them eleven hours,
- until being perfeétly tired out, they were forged to
leave the matter to the mercy of the Judge, by
what they call a fpecial Verdiét. During the trial,
the Chief Juftice, among other fingularities, laid

WY Propofal for the univerfal Ufe of Irith Manufac-
tures, P

St his
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his hand on his breaft, and protefted folemnly thaf
the Author’s defign was to bring in the Pretender 3
although there was not a fingje fyllable of Party in
the whole T'reatife, and although it was known that
the moft eminent of thofe who profefled his ows
principles, publickly difallowed his proceedings. But
the caufe being fo very odious and impopu%:r, the
trial of the Verdi&t was deferred from one Term to
"another, until upon the Duke of G—ft-n the Lord
Lieutenant’s arrival, his Grace, after mature advice;
and permiffion from England, was pleafed to grant'
& wols profequi. L :
- This is the more remarkable, becaufe it is faid
that the man is no ill decider in common cafes of
property, where Party is out of the queftion ; but
when that intervenes, with ambition at heels to
- puth it forward, it muft needs confound any man
of little fpirit, and low birth, who hath no-other
" endowment than that fort of Knowledge, whichs
bowever poffefled in the higheft degree, can pofiibly:
give no_one good quality to the mind +. I
: t

This is a very ftrange affertion. To fappofe thata
co:fummhte knovrv)iedge cg;' the Laws, by which civilized
focieties are governed, can give no oxe govd quality to the
mind, is making Ethics (of which public laws are fo con-
fiderable a part) a very unprofitable ftudy. Plato’s di-
vifion of the fciences into Ethics, Phyfics, and Logic, as
it is one of the oldeft, fo is it the bet. The feverer Phi-
lofophers condemn a total application to the twb latter,
becaufe they have no tendency to mend the heart; and
recommend the firft as our principal ftudy, for its efficacy
inthis important fervice.- - And fure, if any human fpd-
calations can mend the heart, they muft be thofe which
have. Man for their obje®, as a reafonable, a focial, and
a civil being. And thefe are all included under Ethics §
whether you call the fcience Morality or Lasv.  And with
regard to the Law of England, we muft be much pre-
judiced againft it not to allow that what Tully aﬁirn‘:s

cott-
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Tt is truey I have been much concerned, for fe-
veral years paft, upon account of the publick as
well as for myfelf, to fee how ill a tafte for witand
fenfe prevails in the world, which Politics, and
South-fea, and Party, and Opera’s, and Mafque-
rades have introduced. For, befides many infipid
papers-which the malice of fome hath entitled me

to, there are many petfons appearing to with me *

well, and pretending to be judges of my ftyle and
manner, who have yet afcribed fome writings to
me, of which any man of common fenfe and lite-
rature would be heartily afthamed. I cannot for-
bear inftancing a Treatife called a Dedication upon
Dedications, which many would have to be mine,
although it be as empty, dry, and fervile a2 compo-
fition, as I remember at any time to have read.
But above all; there is one Circumitance which
makes it impoffible for me to have been Author of a
“Treatife, wherein there are feveral pages contain-
ing a Panegyric on King George, of whofe charac-
ter and perfon I am utterly ignorant, nor ever had
once the curiofity to enquire into either, living at
fo great a diftance as I do, and having long done
with whatever can relate to public matters.
Indeed I have formerly delivered my thoughts
wvery freely, whether I were afked or no ; but never
affeGed to be a Counfellor, to whichI had noman-
ner of call. T was humbled enough to fee myfelf
fo far out-done by the Earl of Oxford in my own
trade as a Scholar, and too-good a courtier not to

concerning the law of the twelve tables, may be modeft-
ly applied to ours, * Fremant omnes licet, dicam quod
‘¢ fentia: bibliothccas mehercule omnium Philofopho~
 rum unum mihi videtur Pande@arum volumen et au.
* thorltatis ponderc et urilitatis ubertate fuperare.’” But
the beft proof of its moral efficacy is the mannérs of its
profeflors : dnd thefe, in every age, have been fuch as
were the fislt improved, -or the laft corrupted.-
o S S difcover

LY
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difcover his contempt of thofe who would bé then
‘of importance out of their fphere. Befides, to
fay the truth, although I have known many great
']\Zniﬁers ready enough to hear Opinions, yet I
have hardly feen one that would ever defcend to
take Advice; and this pedantry arifeth from a
‘Maxim themfelves do not believe at the fame time
they pradtife by it, that there is fomething profound
in golitics, ‘whith men of plain honeft fenfe cannot
-arrive to. .
I only wifh my endeavours had fucceeded better
in the great point I had at heart, which was that
of reconciling the Minifters to each other.  This
-might have been done, if others, who had ‘more
-concern and more influence, would have aéted their
parts 3 and, if this had fucceeded, the public inte-
‘reft both of Church and State would not have been
-the worfe, northe Proteftant Succeflion endangered.
But, whatever opportunities a conftant atten-
-dance of four years might have given me for en-
deavouring to do good offices to particular perfons,
I deferve at leaft to find tolerable quarter from thofe
of the other Party ; for many of which I was a
conftant advocate with the Earl of Oxford, and
for, this I appeal to his Lordfhip: He knows
how often I prefled him in favour of Mr. Ad-
difon, Mr. Congreve, Mr. Row, and Mr, Steel;
although I freely confefs that his Lordfhip’s kind-
-nefs to them was altogether owing to his ge-
qerous notions, and the efteem he had for their wit
and parts, of which I could only pretend to be a
remembrancer. For I can never forget the anfwer
he gave to the late Lord Hallifax, who upon the
firft change of the Miniftry interceded with him to
fpare Mr. Congreve : It was by repeating thefe two
lines of Virgil, '

Non obtufa adeo gefiamus pectora Peeni,
N tam averfus equos Tyria Sol jungit ab arbe.P“
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Purfuant to which, he always treated Mr. Congreve
with the greateft perfonal civilities, affuring him
of his Con%tant favour and protetion, and, adding
‘that he would ftudy to do fomething better for
him.
I remember it was in thofe times a ufual fubje®
of raillery towards me among the Minifters, that I
hever came to them without a Whig in my fleeve;
‘which I do not fay with any view towards maki
my Court: For, the new Principles * fixed to thofe
of that denominations; I did then, and do now
from my heart abhor, deteft, and abjure, as wholly
-dégenerate from their predeceffors. I have conver-
fed in fome freedom with more Minifters of State
‘of all parties than ufually happens to men of my
level, and, I confefs, in their capacity as Mini-
fters, I look upon them as a race of people whofe
acquaintance no man would court, otherwife than
upon the fcore of Vanity or Ambition.  The firft
-quickly wears off (and is the Vice of low minds,
for a man of fpirit is too proud ta be vain) and the
other-was not my cafe. Befides, having never re-
ceived more than one fmall favour, I was under no
neceflity of being a flave .to men in power, but
thofe my friends by . their' perfonal merit, without
examining how far their notions agreed - with the
politics then in vogue. I frequently converfed with
Mr. Addifon, and the others I nhamed- (except Mr.
Stgel) during all my Lord Oxford’s Miniftry, 4nd
Mr. Addifon’s friendthip to me continued inviola-
ble, with as much kindnefs as when we ufed to

_ ® He means particularly the printiple at that time -
harged upont them, by their Enenies, of am intention
- fo profcribe the Tories. o

Vor, IX. - C | recet
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‘meet at my Lord Sommers * or Hallifax, who wete
Jeaders of the oppofite Party. :

I would infer from all this, that it is with great

injuftice I have thefe many years been pelted by

our Pamphleteers, merely upon account of fome
Yegard which the Queen’s laft Minifters were pleafed
to have for me: arid yet in my confcience I think
¥ am a partaker in every ill defign they had agai
the Proteftant Succeffion, or the Liberties Re-
ligion of their Country ; and can fay with Cicevo,
& that I fhould be proud to be included withthem
“ in all their a&ions tawguam in equs Trojans.”
But if [ have never difcovered by my words, writ-
‘ings, or aftions, any Party virulence +, or dan-
gerous defigns agam.({ the prefent powers ; if my
friendthip ahd converfation were equally fhewn a-
mong thofe who liked or difapproved the proceed-
ings then at Court, and that I was known to be a
cvommon Friend of all defervix:ﬁ perfons of the lat-
ter fort, when they were in diftrefs ; I cannot but
think it hard, that I am not fuffered ta. run quietly
among the common herd of people, whofe opini-
ons unfortunately différ from thofe which lead to
Favour and Preferment. -

I ought to lhtg:u know, that the Thing we
ealled a Whig in kingland is a creature altogether
different from thofe of the fame denomination here;
- ot leat it was fo during the reign of her late Ma-
jefty. Whether thofé on your fide have changed
or no $, it hath not beern my bufinefs to enquite,
1 remember my excellent friend Mr. Addifon, whén
he firft came over hither Secretary to the Earl of

* Lord Sommers had very warmly recommended
Dr. Swift to the favour of Lord Wharton when he weint
. the Queen’s Lieutenaot into Ireland, in the year 1709-

+ The Examiners, I fuppofe, were not then publith-

ed amongft the Dean’s works. .
" £ .He fays before, thut they had changed.
. ‘Wharton,
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Wharton then Lord Litutenant; was extremely of-
fended at the conduét and difcourfe of the Chief
Managers here : He told me they were a fort of
people who feemed to- think, that the principles of
a Whig confifted in ‘nothing elfe but damning the
Church, reviling the Clergy, abetting the Diflen-
ters, and fpeaking contemptibly of revealed Reli-

jon. o :
€ I was difcourfing fome years ago with a certain
Minifter about that whiggifh or fanatical Genius,
fo prevalent among the inglifh -of this kingdom:
bis Lordfbip accounted. for it by that number of
Lromwell’s Soldiers, -adventurers eftablithed here,
who were all of the foureft leyen, and the meaneft
Birthy and whofe pofterity are now in pofieflion of
their lands and their principles. However, it muft
be confefled, that of late fome people in this caun-
try are grown weary of quarrelling, becaufe inte-
reft, the great motive of quarrelling, is at anend;
for, it is hardly worth contending who fhall be an
Excifeman, a Coyntry-Vican, a Cryer in’ the
Courts, or an Under-Clerk. . .

Yoou will perhaps be iaclined ta think, that a per-

fon fo ill treated as I have been, muft at fome time
ar other have difcovered very dangeraus opiniauis io
gavernment ;. in anfwer to which, I will tell you
what my Political principles. were in the timg of
her late glorious Majefty, which I never contradicts
ed by any altion, wiritng, or difcomrfe.. . .

- Firlt, 1 always declated myfelf againgt a Popith
Bucceflor to the Crown, whatever Title he might
~ bave by the proximity of bldod: Neither did I
eiter. regard the right line, except upon two ace.
counts : firft, asitowas eftablithed by law ; and fe-
‘rondly, as it hath much weight in the opinions of -
tlie pcople. For neceffity may abalifh any Law, .
bet’caniot alter the fentimenta of the vulgar; Riglit®
of - igheritance.. bcing‘.ipecmaps the moft papuhrolt;
gt 2 . a

RS
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all topics: and therefore in great Changes when
that is broke, there will réemain much heart-burn-
ing and difcontent among- the meaner people;
‘which (under a weak Prince and corrupt Admini-
ftration) may have the worft confequences upon
the peace of any flate.

As to what is called a Revolution-principle, my -
opinion was this ; That whenever thofe evils, which
ufually attend and follow a violent change of Go-
vernment, were not in probability fo pernicious as
‘the grievance we fuffer under a prefent power, then
‘the public good will juftify fuch a Revolution.
And this I took to have been the cafe in the Prince
‘of Orange’s Expedition, although in the confe-
quences it produced fome very bad effe&ts, which
are likely to ftick long enough by us. ;
- Thad likewife in thofe days a mortal antipathy

againft Standing Armies in times of Peace: Be-
caufe I always took Standing Armies to be only
fervants hired by the Mafter of the family for keep-~
ing his own children in flavery ; and becaufe I con-
ceived, that a Prince, who could not think him~
- felf fecure without Mercenary Troops, muft needs
have a feparate intereft from that of his Subjects,
Although I am not ignorant of thofe artificial Ne-
;eﬂitics whicli‘.a corrupt(;‘d Miniﬁr)i? :zin create, for
ing up Forces to fupport a ion againft
thc:l;)ul%lickplntere&.' PP

As to Parliaments, I adored the wifdom of that
Gothic Inftitution, which made them annual: and
I was confident our Liberty could never be placed
upon a firm foundation until that ancient law were
reftored among us. , For, who fees not, thaty while
fuch Affemblies are permitted to have a longer du-
ration, there grows up a commerce of corruption
between the Miniftry and the Deputies, wherein
they both find their accounts, to the manifeft dan-
ger of Liberty? which Traffic wdtdd'neitherfian-

: wer
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fwer the defign nor expence, if Parliaments met
once a year. .

I ever abominated that fcheme of Politics, (now
about thirty years old) of fetting up a monied In- 4
tereft in oppofition to the landed. For I conceived,
there could not be a truer maxim in our Govern-
ment than this, That the Pofleflors of the foil are
the beft Jud%es of what is for the advantage of the
kingdom. If others had thought the fame way,
Funds of Credit and South-fea Proje&ts would nei-
ther have been felt nor heard of. = - '

I could never difcover the neceffity of fufpend-
ing any Law upon which the Liberty of the moft
- innocent perfons depended; neither do I think
this Praltice hath made the tafte of Arbitrary
Power fo agreeable, as that we fhould defire to fee
it repeated. Every Rebellion fubdued and Plot dif-
covered, contribute to the firmer . eftablithment of
the Prince : In the latter cafe, the knot of Confpira-
tors is entirely broke, and they are to begin their
work anew under a thoufand difadvantages ; fo
that thofe diligent enquiries into remote and pro-
blematical guilt, with 2 new power of enforcing
them by chains and dungeons to every perfon
whofe face a Minifter thinks fit to diflike, are not
only oppofite to that Maxim, which declareth it
better that ten guilty men fhould efcape, than one
innocent fuffer; but l'kewife leave a gate wide
open to the whole Tribe of Informers, the moft
accurfed, and proftitute, and abandoned race, that
God ever permitted to plague mankind.

It is true the Romans had a cuftom of chufing a
DiQator, during whofe adminiftration the Power
of other Magiftrates was fufpended ; but this was
done upon the greateft emergencies; a War near
their doors, or fome civil Diflention : For Armics
muft be governed by arbitrary power. But when
the Virtue of that Commonwealth gave place to

C3 ) luxury
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luxury and ambition, this very office of DiQator
became perpetual in the perfons of the Czfars and

‘.\their Succeflors, the moft infamous Tyrants that

have any where appeared in ftory.

Thefe are fomec of the fentiments I had, relat-
ing to publick affairs, while I was in the world
what they are at prefent, is of liftle importance
cither to ‘that or myfelf ; neither can I truly fay i
hive any at all, or, if I had, I dare not venture to
publifh them : For however orthodox they may be
while I am now writing, they may beccome crimi-
nal enough to bring me into trouble before mide
fummer. And indeed I have often withed for fomé

* time paft, that a political Catechifm might be pub-

lithed by authority four times a year, in order to
inftru& us how we are to fpeak, write, and aét dur-
ing the current quarter. I have by experience felt
the want of fuch an inftru@er : For, interiding to
make my court to fome people on the prevailing
fide, by advancing certairi old whiggifh principles,
which, it feems, had been exploded about a month
before, T have paffed for a difaffeCted perfon. 1
am not ignorant how idle a thing it is, for a man
in obfcurity to attempt defending his reputation 23
a Writer, while thz fpirit of Faltion hath fo uni-
verfally poflefled the minds of men, that they ar¢
not at leifure to attend to any thing elfe. e‘{
will juft give themfelves time to libel and accu

me, but cannot fpare a minute to hear my defence.
So in a plot-difcovering age, I have often known ant

- “innocent man feized and. imprifoned, and forced

* to lie feveral months in chains, while the Mini-

fters were not at leifure to hear his petition, until
they had profecuted and hanged the number they
propofed. . ) :

. A1 can reafonably hope for by this letter, is to
convince my friends, and others who are pleafed
to with me well, that I have neither been fo ill a
! - Subjec
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" Subjeé nor fo ftupid an Author, as I have been re-

refented by the virulence of Libellers, whofe ma-
fice hath taken the fame train in both,. by fathen'rclﬁ
dangerous Principles in government upon me, whic y
T never maintained, and infipid Produ&ions, which
T am not capable of writing. For, however I may
have been foured by perfonal ill treatment, or :K
_melancholy profpe&@s for the pyblic, I am too muci
a politician to expofe my own fafety b offenfive
"words. And, if my genius and fpirit be funk
"encreafing years, I have at leaft enough difcretion
left, not to miftake the meafure of m‘y' own abili-
ties, by attempting fubje&ts where thofe Talents are
‘neceflary, which perhaps I may have loft with my
‘youth.

- LETTER VL
Dr. Swirr. to Mr. Gay.

Dublin, Jaa. 8, 1y22-3.
O MIN G home after a fhort Chriftmas ram-
ble, I found a letter upon my table, and little’
expected when I opened it to read your narne at the
bottom. The beft and greateft part of my life, un-
il thefe laft eight years, I fpent in England ; there
made my friendthips, and there I left my defires.
] am condemned for evér to another country ; what
is in prudence to be done? 1 think, to be oblituf-
que meorums oblivifcendus & illis, “What can be the
defign of your letter but malice, to wake me_ out
of a fcurvy fleep, which however is better than
none? I'am towards nine years older fince 1 left
{ou, yet that is the le:ft of my alterations ;
ufinefs, my diverfions, my converfations, are
eatirely changed for the worle, and fo are my flu-
_ Cs+ - dies

»
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'di€s and my amufements in writing ; yet, after all,
this humdrum way of life might be paffable
enough, if you would let me alone. I fhall not be
able to reliz;o my wine, my parfons, my horfes,
‘nor my garden for three months, until the fpirit
_you have raifed fhall be difpoffefled. I fave fome-
times wondered ‘that I have not vifited you, but I
have been flopt by too many reafons, befides years
and lazinefs, and yet thefe are very good ones.
Upon' my return after half a year amongft’you,
‘there would be to me Defidirio nee pudor nec modus.
T was three years reconciling myfelf to.the fcene,
and the bufinefs, to which fortune hath condemned
me, and ftupidity was what I had recourfe to. Be-
fides, what a figure thould I make in London,
while my friends are in poverty, exile, diftrefs, or
imprifonment, and my enemies with rods of iron ?
Yet I often threaten myfelf with: the journey, and
am every fummer praclifing to get health to bear
it : The only inconvenience is, that I grow old in
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could heartily wifh that you were in his. I Have
-been confidering why Poets have fuch ill fuccefs in
‘making their Court, fince they are allowed to be
the greateft and beft of all flatterers: The defet is,
that they flatter only in print or in writing, but not
by wor! _of mouth: They will give things under
their hand which they make a confcience of fpeak-
ing. Befides, they are too libertine to haunt anti-
chambers, too poor to bribe Porters and footmen, .
and too proud to cringe to fecond-hand favourites

in a great family. Tell me, are you not under

Original fin by the dedication of your Eclogues

to Lord Bolingbroke? I am an ill Judge at this

diftance; and befides, am, for my eafe, utterlyig-

norant of the commoneft things that pafs in the

world ; but if all Courts have a famenefls in them

(as the Parfons phrafe it) things may be as they

_Were in my time, when all employments went to

Parliament-mens Friends, who had been ufeful in
Elettions, and there was always a huge Lift of
names in arrears at the Treafury, which would at

leaft take up your feven years expedient to difcharge

even one half, Iam of opinion, if you will not

be offended, that the fureft courfe would be to get

your Friend who lodgeth in your houfe to recom-

mend you to the next chief Governor who comes

over here for a good civil employment, or to be

-one of hig Secretaries, which your Parliament-men

are fond enough of, when there is no room at

home. The wine is good and reafonable ; you may

dine twice 2 week at the Deanery-houfe ; there is a

fett of company in this town fufficient for oné man ;
folks will admire you,- becaufe they have read you,

andread of you; and a good” employment will

make you live tolerably in London, or fumptuouf-

ly here; or if you divide between both places, it

will be for your health,
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I with'I could do more than fay I love you. I
left-you in a good way both for the late Court, and
the Succeffors; and by the force of too much ho-
nefty or too little fublunary wifdom, you fell be-
tween two ftools. Take care of your health and
money ; be lefs modeft and more active; or elfe
turn Parfon and get 2 Bifhoprick here: Would to
god they would fend ‘us as good ones’ from youf -

e! . _
' I am ever, &ec.

2

LETTER VIL
Mr. Porr to Dr. Swrrr.  °

' ~ Jan. 12, 1723.
Y Find a rebuke in a late Letter of yours, that
I both ftings and pleafeth me extremely. Yotr
faying that I ought to have virit a Poftfcript.to ]
sriend Gay’s, makes me not content tovwrite.;:g
than a whole Letter ; and your feeming to take his
kindly, gives me hopes you will look upon this as’
a fincere effe& of Friendfhip. Indeed as I cam-
not but own the Lazinefs with which you tax me,
and with which I may equally charge you, for
both of us have had (and one of us hath both had
and given *) a Surfeit of writing; fo I really
thought you would know your felf to be fo certaine
ly intitled to my Friendfhip, that it was a poflef- -
lg:)n you couid not imagine ftood in need of any -
further Dgeds or Writings to aflure you of it.
Whatever you feem to think of your withdrawn
.and feparate ftate at this diftance, and in this Ab-
fence, Dean Swift lives flill in England, in every

. * Alluding to his large work on Homer. .
, ] place
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place and company where he would chule to live,
and I find him'in all the converfations 1 keep, and.
in all the Hearts in which I defire any fhare.

' We have never met thefe many years without
Iention of you. Befides my old Acquaintance, I
have found that all my friends of a later date are
gch as were yours before: Lord Oxford, Lord

arcourt, and Lord Harley may look upon me as
one entailed. upon them by you : Lord Bolingbroke
is now returned (as I hope) to take Me with all
his other Hereditaty Rights : arid, indeed, he feems
grown fo much a %hilofopher, as to fet his heart
upon fome of them ag little, as upon the Poét you

ave him. It is* fure my ill fate, that all thofe I
moft loved, and ‘with whom I moft lived; muft be
banifhed : After both of you left England, my con-
ftant Hoft was the Bifhop. of * Rochefter.” Sure
this is a nation that' is curfedly afraid of being
over-run with too much Politenefs, and cannot re-

in gne great Genius, but at the expence of ano-

er -? I tremble for my Lord Peterborow (whom

I now lodge with) he has too much Wit, as ‘well
- as Courage, to make a folid General}: and if

o * Dr. Atterbury. L

. 4 The Bithop-of Rochefter thought this to be ind
“the cale ; and that the price agreed on for Lord B.'s return

was his banithment : an imagination, which fo ftrongly

pofleffed him when fie went agbi-oad, that all, which his

?r(i)ends could fay or do, could not convince him of the
- Tolly of ft. -t '

. %t This Mr. Walh ferionfly thought ‘to be the cafe,
whero, ih'a letterto Mr. Pope, he fays-——¢ When we were
¢ in the North, my Lord Wharton fhitw'd:me a Jetter he
4« had received from & Gertain great General -in Spain ;
¢ [Lord Peterb.] 1 told him, I would by all means have
¢ that General recalled, and fet:to writing here at home,
¢ for it was impofible that a man with fo much witas he
¥ fhcwed, could be fit to command an army or do any
*¢ other bufinefs.” Let V. Sep. 9. 1705: b

- v . e
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he efcapes being banifhed by others, I fear he
will banifh himfelf. This leads me to give you
fome account of the manner of ‘my life and Con-
verfation, which has been infinitely more various
and diflipated, than when you knew me and cared
for me ; and among all Sexes, Parties, and Pro-
feflions. A Glut of Study and Retirement in the
firft part of my life caft me into this ; and "this, I
begin to fee, will throw me again into Study and
Retirement. .

The Civilities I have met with from oppofite
Setts of people, have hinder’d me from being vio-
lent or four to any Party; but at'the fame time
the Obfervations and Experiences I cannot but have
colle&ted, have made me lefs fond of, and lefs fur-
prized at, any: I am therefore the more afflited
and the more angry at the Violences and Hardfhips
I fce practifed by either. - The merry Vein you
knew me in, is funk into a Turn of Reflection,
that has made the world pretty indifferent to me;
and yet I have acquired a Quietnefs of mind which
by fits improves into a certain degree of Chearful-
nefs, ‘enough to ‘make me juft fo good humoured
as to wifh that world well. My Friendfhips aré
encreafed by new ones, yet no part of the warmth
I felt for the old is diminithed. Averfions I have
none, but to Knaves (for Fools I have learned to
bear with) and fuch I cannot be commonly civil
to; for I think thofe men are next to Knaves who
converfe with them.. The greateft man in power
of this fort fhall hardly make me bow to him, un-
lefs I had a perfonal obligation, and that I- will
take care not to have. The top pleafure of my life
is one Ilearned from you both how to gain and how
to ufe ; .the Freedom of Friendfhip with men much
‘my Superiors. To have pleafed great men, ac-
cording to Horace, is a praife; but not to have
flattered them and yet not have difpleafed them, is

4 a
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a-greater. I have carefully avoided all Intercourfe
with Poets and Scriblers, unlefs where by great
chance [ have found a modeft one. By thefe means
I have had no:quarrels with any perfonally ; none
have been Enemies, but who were alfo Strangers
- to me; and as there is no great need of an Edair-
cifment with fuch, whatever they writ or faid I
never retaliated, not only never feeming to know,
but often really never knowing, any thing of the
matter. There are very few things that give me
the Anxiety of a with; the ftrongeft | have would
be to pafs my days with you, and a few fuch as
you: But Fate has difperfed thém all about the
world ; and I find to with it is as vain, as to with
to fee the Millennium and the Kingdom: of the Juft
upon earth. S :

I have finned in my long filence, confider there
is one to whom you yourfelf have been as great a
finner. As foon as you fee his hand, you will
learn to do me juftice, and feel in your heart how
long a man may be filent to thofe he truly loves
and refpedts. . .

LETTER VIIL
Lord BorLincBROKE to Dr. SwirFT.

AM not fo. lazy as Pope, and therefore you

I muft not expet from me the fame indulgence
to Lazinefs ; in defending his own caufe he pleads
yours, and becomes your Advocate while he ap-
peals to you as his Judge : You will do the fame on
our part ; and I, and the reft of your common
riends, fhall have great juftice to expet from two
fuch righteous Tribunals: You refemble perfectly
the two Alehoufe-keepers in Holland, who were at
the fame time Burgonrdftess of the Town, and taxi

: &
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ed one another’s Bills alternately. I declare befores
hand I will net ftand to the award; my Title te
your Friendfhip is good, and wants neither Deeds
nor Writings to confirm it : but annual Acknow-
" ledgments at leaft are neceflary to preferve it: and I
begin to fufpe& by your defrauding me of them,
that you hope in time to difpute it, and to wurge
Prefcription againft me. I would not fay one werd
to you about myfelf (fince it is a fubject on which
zou appeat to have no curiofity) was it not to try
ow far the contraft between Pope’s fortune and
manner of life, and mine, may be carried. .
 I'have been, then, infinitely more uniform: snd
lefs diffipated than when you knew me and caced
for me. That Love which I ufed to fcatter with
fome profufion among the female kind, has been
thefe many years devoted to one object, A great
many misfortunes (for fo they are called, though
fometimes very improperly) and a retirement from
the world, have made that juft and nice difcrimi-
nation between my Acquaintance and my Friends,
which we have feldom fagacity enough to inake for
ourfelyes ; thofe infets of various hues, which ufed
to hum and buz about me while I ftood in the fun-
thine, have difappeared fince I liyed in the fhade.
No man comes to a Hermitage but for the fake of
the Hermit ; a few philofophical Friends come.often
to mine, and they are fuch as you would be glad
to live with, if a dull climate and duller company
have not altered you extremely fram what you: was
nine years ago. S Y. T
The hoarfe voice of Party was never heard in
this quiet place ; Gazettes and Pamphlets are ba<
nifthed frem it, and if the Lucubrations of Ifaac
Bickerftaff be admitted, this diftin@ion is owing
“to fome ftrokes by which it is judged that this iHu-
ftrious Philofopher had (like the Indian Fohu, the
.Grecian Pythagoras,’ -the Perfian:-Zoroafter, la:nd
- 2 others
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others his Precurfors among the Zabians, Magians,
and che Egyptian Seers) both his outward and his
inward Doétrine, and that-he was of no fide at
the bottom. When I am there, I forget I ever
was of any party myfelf ; nay, I am often fo hap-
pily abforbed by the abftraled rcafon of things,
that T am read¥’ to imagine there never was any
fuch montter as Party. Alas, I am foon awaken-
«ed from that pleafing dream by the Greek and Ro-
man Hiftorians, by Guicciardine, by Machiavel,
and Thuanus; for I have vowed to read no Hi-
ftory of our own country, till that body of it which
you promife to finifh, appears *,
. Tam under no apprehenfion thath glut of Study
and Retirement thould caft me back into the burry
of the world; on the contrary, the fingle regret
which I ever feel, is that I fell fo late into this
courfe of life; my Philofoi)hy grows confirmed
by habit, and if you and 1 meet again, I wilt
extort this approbation, from you : ?::n non con-
Silio bommsy fed moré eo perducius, ut nom tantim
recte facere poffin, fed nmif recle facere non poffim.
‘The little incivilities I have met with from oppofite
fetts of people, have been fo far from rendering me
violent or four to any, that I think my felf obliged
to them all ; fome have cured me of my fears, by
fhewing me how impotent the malice of the world
is; others have cured me of my hopes, by fhew-
ing how precarious popular friendfhips are ; all have
cured me of furprize: In driving me out of party,
they have driven me out of curfed company ; aud
in fripping me of Titles and Rank, and Eftate,
and fuch trinke's, which every man that will may
{pare, they have given me that which no man can
e happy without. , -

® See the ﬁr.& note on Latt. ¥. of this Vol
o " Refle&tion
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RefleCtion and habit have rendered the world fo
indifferent to me, that I am neither afliGed nor
rejoiced, angry nor pleafed at what happens in it,
any farther than perfonal friendfhips intereft me in
the affairs of it, and this principle extends my cares
but a little way. Perfeét Tranquillity is the gene-
ral tenour of my life: good digeftions, ferene wea-
ther, and fome other mechanic fprings, wind me
above it now and then, but I never fall below it; I
am fometimes gay, but I am neverfad. I have
gained new friends, and have loft fome old one’s ;
my acquifitions of this kind give me a good deal
of pleafure, becaufe they have not been made light- -
Iy : I know no vows fo folemn as thofe of friend-
1hip, and therefore a pretty long noviciate of ac-
quaintance fhould methinks precede them : My
loffes of this kind give me but little trouble, I
contributed nothing to them, and a friend whe
breaks with me unjuftly, is not worth preferving. -
‘As foon as I leave this Town (which will be in a
few days) I fhall fall back into that courfe of life,
which ‘keeps knaves and fools at a great diftance
from me: I have an averfion to them both, but in
the ordinary courfe of life I think I can bear the
fenfible knave better than the fool. One muft in-
deed with the former be in fome or other of the
attitudes of thofe wooden men whom I have fegn
before a fword-cutler’s fhop in Germany ; bat.even
Ain thefe conftrained poftures the witty Rafcal will
divert mc; and he that diverts me does me a;great
deal of good, and lays me under an obligation to
him, which I am not obliged to pay him in ano-
ther coin; The Fool obliges me to be almoft as
much upon my guard as the knave, and he makes
me no amends ; he numbs me like the Torpor, or
he teazes me like the Fly. This is the Picture of
_ an old Friend, and more like him than that wilk be

which you once afked, and which he will fend:
. : you,
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§ou, if you continue ftill to defire it.—Adieu, dear
Swift, with all thy faults I love thee intirely ; make
an effort, and love me on with all mine.

LETTER IX

From Dr. SwiFT.

Dublin, Sept. 20, 1723. -

Eturning from a fummer expedition of four
months on account of my health, I found a

letter from you, with an appendix longer than yours
from Lord Bolingbroke. I believe there is not a
more miferable malady than an unwillingnefs to
write letters to our beft friends, and a man might
be philofopher enough in finding out reafons for it.
One thing is clear, that it fhews a mighty difference
betwixt Friendfhip and Love, for a lover (as I have
heard) is always fcribling to his miftrefs. 1f I could
permit myfelf to believe what your civility makes
you fay, that I am ftill remembered by my friends
in England; Iam in the right to keep myfelf here
—Non fum qualis eram. 1left you in a period of
life when one year does more execution than three
at yours, to which if you add the dulnefs of the
air, and of the people, it will make a terrible fum,
. 1 have no very ftrong faith in you pretenicrs to Re-
tirement ; you are not of an age for it, nor have
gone through either good or bad fortune enqugh to
go into a corner, and form conclufions de contempty
munds & fuga [zculi, unlefs a Poet grows weary of
~ too much applaufe, as Minifters do of too mnuch

. ‘weight of bufinefs.

Your happinefs is greater than your Merit, in
chufing your Favourites fo indifferently among ei-
ther Party : this yeu owe partly. to your Education,

Vor. IX, )7} and

.
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and partly to your Genius employing you in an Are
in whiclft F aé);ipn has nothing tz; Sg,yfor I fuppofe
Virgil and Horace are equally read by Whigs and
Tortes. You have no more to do with the Confti-
tution of Church and State, than a Chriftian at
Conftantinople; and you are fo much the wifer and
happier, becanfe both Parties will approve yous
Poetry as long as you are known to be of neither.
Your notions of Friendfhip are new to me *:
I believe every man is born with this guantum, and
e cannot give to one  without robbing another. I
very well know to whom I would give the firft -
places in my Friendfhip, but they are not in the
way : I am condemned to another {cene, and there-
fore 1 diftribute i in Pennyworths to " thofe abous
me, and who difpleafe me leaft ; and fhould do the
fame to my fellow prifoners if I were condemned
to. jayl. I can likewife tolerate Knaves much bet~
ter than Fools, becaufe their knavery does meno
Burt in the commerce I have with them, which
. however I own is sfore dangerous, tho’ not {o trou-
blefome, as that of Fools. I have often endea-
voured to eftablith a Friendfhip among all Mea
of Genius, and would fain have it done: they are
feldom above three or four Contemporaries, and if
they ocould be united, would drive the world before
them. I think it was {o among the Poets in the
time of Auguftus: but Envy, and Party, and Pride;
“have hindered it among us. I de not include the
Subalterns, of which you are feldom without a large
Tribe. Under the name of Poets and Scriblers ¥
fuppofe you.mean the Fools you are content to fee
fometimes, when they bappen to be modeft ; which
waslnot frequent among them while I was in the
world, .

- ® Vet théy are the Chriftiar notions.
I would

.
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"1 would defcribe to you my way of living, ,ifaxz
.method ¢ould be calld fo in this Country, I chu
my companions' among thofe of leaft confequence
-and moft Compliance :- I read the moft tiifling books
I can find, and whenever I write, it is upon the
moft trifling fubjefts: But riding, walking, ard
fleeping take up eighteén of the twenty-four hours.
I procraftinate more than Idid twenty years ago,
and have feyeral thingsto finith which I put off to
twenty years hence; Heac ¢ff vita Solutorum, &',
I fend you' the compliments of a friend of yours,
who hath paffed four months this fummer with two
‘grave acquaintamce at -his country-houfe without
‘ever once going to Dublin, which is but eight miles
diftant ; yet when he retarns to London, I willen-
gage you fhall find him as deep in the Court of Re-
‘quefts, the Park,. the Opera’s; and the Coffee-houfe,
:: any man there. 1 am now with him for a few
S. ° . v o
yYmt muft remember me with great affeQion to
Dr. Arbuthnot, Mr. Congrewg, and Gay.—I think
there are no more eodem terti’s bétween you and me;, *
except Mr. Jervas, to whofe houfe I addrefs this,
for want of knowing where youlive: for it was not
clear from your laft whether you lodge with Lord
Peterborow, of he with you ? :
‘. Iam ever, &,

LETTER X

‘ . , Sept. 14, 17285,

Need not tell you, with what real delight 1
fhould have done any thing you defired, and in
particular any good offices in my power towards the
bearer of lZour Letter; who is this day gone for
France. Perhaps ’tis with Poets as with Prophets,
they are fo much better lik’d in another country
: D2 thaan
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than their own, that your Gentleman, upon afriv«

ing in England, loft his curiofity concerning me.

However, had he try’d, he had found me his friend ;

I mean he had found me yours. I am difappointed

at not knowing better a man whom you efteém, and

.comfort myfelf only with having got a Letter from

you, with which (after all) I fit down a gainer ;

fince to 'my great pleafure it confirms my hope of
once more feeing you. After fo many difperfions
and fo many divifions, two or three of us may yet

be gather’d together : not to plot, not to contrive
filly fchemes of ambition, or to vex our own or

_others hearts with bufy vanities (fuch as perhaps at
one time of life or other take their Tour in every
man) but to divert ourfelves, and the world too if
it pleafes; or at worft, to laugh at others as inno-

cently and as unhurtfully as at ourfelves. Your
Travels * I hear much of ;. my own I promife you.
fhall never more be in a ftrange land, but a diligent,
I hope ufeful, inveftigation of my own Territo-

ries+. I mean no more Tranflations, but fome-

thing: domeftic, fit for my own country, and for

my own time. ‘ _

If you come to us, T'll find you elderly Ladies
_enough that can halloo, and two that can nurfe, and
they are too old and feeble to make too much noife ;
as you will guefs, when I tell you they are my own
mother, and my own nurfe. 1l.can alfo helpyou to
¥ Lady who'is as deaf, tho’ not fo old, as yourfelf;
youw’ll be pleas’d with one-another I’ll engage, tho’
you don’t hear one-another ; youw’ll converfe like
fpirits by intaition. What you’ll moft wonder at is,
the is confiderable at Court, yet no. Party-woman,
and lives in Court, yet would be eafy, and make
you eafy. .

.One of thofe you mention (and I dare fay always
- will remember) Dr, Arbuthnot, is at this time ill

* * Gulliver. - + The Effay on Man.

Y

T of
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of a very dangerous diftemper, an impofthume in’
the bowels ; which is broke, but the event is very
uncertain. Whatever that be (he bids me tell you,®
and I write this by him) he lives or dies your faith-’
ful friend; and one reafon he has to defire a little
longer life, is the wifh to fee you once more.

He is gay enough in this circumftance to tell you,
he wou’d give you (if he cou’d) fuch advice as
- might cure your deafnefs, but he would not advife:
you, if you were cured, to quit the pretence of it ;’
becaufe you may by that means hear as much as you-
will, and anfwer aslittle as you pleafe. Believeme

- Yours, &c. -

LETTER XIL
From Dr, SwiFrT.

N Sept. 29, 1725.
I am now returning to the noble fcene of Dublin,
into the grand Monde, for fear of burying my -
parts: to fignalize myfelf among Curates and Vi-
cars, and corret all corruptions crept in relating to -
the weight of bread and butter, through thofe do-
minions where I govern. I have employ’d my time
(befides -ditching) in finifthing, correing, amend-
-ing, and tranfcribing my * Travels, in four parts *
compleat, newly augmented, and intended for the
prefs when the world fhall deferve them, or rather
when a Printer fhall be found brave enough to ven-
ture his ears. 1 like the fcheme of our meeting af- .
ter diftreffes and difperfions; but the chief end I
propofe to myfelf in all my labours, is to vex the
world, rather thap divertit; andif I could compafs

- ¥ Gulliver’s Travels.
B3 s
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that defign withoyt hurting my own perfon or fos-
tune, I would be the moft indefatigable writer you
bave ever feen, withoutreading. | am exceedingly
‘pleafed that you have done with Tranflations ; Lord
T'reafurer Oxford often lamented that a rafcally
world fhould lay you under a neceflity of mifem~
ploying your genius for fo long: 3 time. But fince
you will now be fo much better employ’d, when
you think of the. world, give it one lath the mors.
at my requeft. I have ever hated all Nations, Pro-
feflions, and Communities; and all niy love is to-
wards Individuals: for inftance, I hate the Tribe
of Lawyers, but I love Counfellor fuch a one, and
Judgefuch a one: *Tis fo with Phyficians, (I will
not fpeak of my own Trade) Soldiers, Englith
Scotch, French, and the reft. But principa%ly i
hate and deteft that animal call'd Man, although I
heartily love John, Peter, Thomas, and fo forth,
‘This is the fyftem upan which I ‘have governed my-
felf many years (but do not tell) and fo I fhall go
on till-k have done with them. I have got materials
towards a Treatife, proving the falfity of that defia,
nition Animal rationale, and to fhew it fhould be
only rationis capax. Upon this great foundation of
Mifanthrophy (tho’ not in Timon’s manner) the
whole building of my Travels is erected ; and I never
will have peace of mind, till all honeft men are of
my opinion : By confequence you are to. embrace it
immediately, and procure that all who deferve my
eﬁegm_ may do fotoo, The matteris {o clear, that
it will admit of no difpute; nay, I will hold ahun-
dred pounds that you and I agree in the point.

1 did not know your Odyfley was finifhed, being
t in the country, which I fhall leave in three days.
'ﬁhank, you kindly for the prefent, but fhall like it
three fourths the lefs, for the mixture you mention
of other hands ; however, I am glad you fav’d your-
felf fo much drudgery—I have been long tOIdN})y
0
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M. Ford of your great achievements in building
and planting, and efpecially of your fubterranean
paffage to your garden, whereby you turned a Blun-
der into 2 Beauty, which is a piece of Ars Poetica.”

I have almoft done with Harridans, and fhall foon
become old enough to fall-in love with girls of four-
teen. The Lady whom you defcribe to liveat Court,
to be deaf, and no party-woman, I take to be My-
thology, but know not how to moralize it. She
cannot be Mercy, for Mercy is neither deaf, nor
lives at Court: Juftice is blind, and perhaps deaf,
but neither is fhe a Court-lady : Fortune is both
blind and deaf, and a Court-lady, but then fhe is a
moft damnable Party-woman, and will never make
me’eafy, as you promife. It muft be Riches, which
anfwers all your defcription: I am glad fhe vifits
‘you, but my vaeice is fo weak, that I doubt the will
aever hear me. -

Mr. Lewis ferit me an account of Dr. Arbuthaot’s
illnefs, which is a very ferfible afliion to me, who
by living fo long out of thé world, have loft that
hardnefs of heart contralted by years and general
converfation. I am daily lofing friends, and neither
kek_ing nor getting others. Oh if the world had
but a dozen of Arbuthnots in it, I would burn my
Travels! But however he is not without fault:
There is a paffage in Bede, highly commending the
piety and learning of the Irith in that age, where
after abundance of praifes he overthrows them all,
by lamenting that, alas! they kept Eafter at a
wrong time of the year. So our Doétor has every
quality and virtue that can make a man amiable or
ufeful 5 but alas, he hath a fort of flouch in his Walk !
- IprayGod prote& him, for he is an excellent Chrif-
tian, though not a Catholic.

I hear nothing of our friend Gay, but I find the
Court keeps him at hard meat. I advifed him to’
- &«ome over here with a Lord Lieutenant, Philips
D4 writer
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writes little Flams (as Lord Leicefter call’d thofe
fort of verfes) on Mifs Carteret. A Dublin Black-
{mith, 3 great Poet, hath imitated his manner in a
poem.to the fame Mifs. = Philips is a complainer,
and on this occafion I told Lord Carteret, that
Complainers never fucceeded at Court, though
Railers do. . .

Are you altogether a country gentleman? that I
muft addrefs to you out of London, to the hazard
of your lofing this precious letter, which I will now -
conclude altho’ fo much paper is left. Ihave an ill
Name, and therefore fhall not fubfcribe it, but you
will guefs it comes from one who efteems and loves
you about half as much as you deferve, I mean as-
much as he can.

Tam in great concern, at whatITam juft told is
in fome of the news-papers, that Lord Bolingbroke
is much hurt by a fall in hunting. I am glad he has_
fo much Youth and vigourleft (of which he hath
not been thrifty) but 1 wonder hg has no more
Difcretion.

" LETTER XIL
- o&. 13, 1725,

am ‘wonderfully pleas’d with the fuddennefs of
your kind anfwer.* It makes me hope you are
coming towards us, and that you incline more and
more to your old friends, in proportion as you draw
nearer to them ; and are getting into our Vortex.
Here is one, who was once a powerful planet, but
has now (after long experience of all that comes of
Thining) learned to be content, with returning to

his ﬁrﬁ point, wichout the thoaght or ambition of

. thining at all. - Here is Another, who thinks one of.

the greateft glories of his Father was to have diftin-
e : * guifhed’
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ifhed and loved you, and who loves you heredi.
tarily. Here is Arbuthnot, recovered from the jaws
of death, and more pleas’d with the hope of feeing
you again, than of reviewing a world every part of
which he has long defpis’d, but what is made up of
a few men likc yourfelf. He goes abroad again, and
is more chearful than even health can make a man,
for he has a good confcience into the bargain (which
is the moft Catholic of all remedies, tho’ not the
moft Univerfal.) I knew it would be a pleafure to
you to hear this, and in truth that made me write fo
foon to you.

I’'m forry poor P. is not promoted in this age;

. for certainly if his reward be of the next, he is of

'

all Poets the moft miferable. I'm alfo forry for an-.
" other reafon; if they don’t promote him," they’ll.

fpoil the conclufion of one of my Satires, where,

having endeavoured to corre& ithe Tafte of the’

town in wit and criticifm, I end thus,

But what avails to lay down rules for fenfe 2

In —’s Reign thefe fruitiefs lines were writ,

Hhen Ambrofe Philips was preferr’d for Wit !
Our friend Gay is ufed as the friends of Tories are
by Whigs (and generally by Tories too.) _Becaufe
he had humour,. he was fuppofed to have dealt with

Dr. Swift; in like manner as when any one had -
learning formerly, he was thought to have dealt -

with the Devil. ~ He puts his whole truft. at Court -

in that Lady whom I defcribed to you, and whem
you take to be an allegorical creature of fancy: I

with fhe really were Riches for his fake; though as .

for your’sy I queftion whether (if you knew her)
you would change her for the other ? :

Lord Bolingbroke had not the leaft harm by his
fall, I with he had receiv’d no more by his other
fall; Lord Oxford had none by his. But Lord Bo-

lingbroke is the moft improved Mind fince you faw .

him, that ever was improved without fhifting into a
new
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new body, orbeing : paulls minus ab angelis. Thave
often imagined to myfelf, thatif ever all of us meet
in, after fo many varieties and changes, after fo
much of the old world and of the old man in each
of us has been altered, that fcarce a fingle thought
of the one, any more than a fingle atome of the
other, remains juft the fame; I've fancy’d, I fay,
that we fhould meet like the righteous in the Millen-
nium, quite in peace, divefted of all our former
Paffions, fmiling at our paft follies, and content to
enjoy the kingdom of the Juft in tranquillity. But
1 !{_nd you would rather be employ’d as an avenging
Angel of wrath, to break your Vial of Indignation.
over the heads of the wretched creatures of this
world: nay, would make them Eat your Book,
which you have made (I doubt not) as bitter a pill

for them as poffible.

I wor’t tell you what defigns I have in my head
befides writing a fet of Maxims in oppofition to all
ochefoucault’s principlés *) till I fee you here, face
to face. ‘Then you fhall have no reafon to com-
plain of me, for want of a generous difdain of this
world, though I have not loft my Ears in yours and
their fervice. Lord Oxford too (whom I have now
the third time mentioned in this Letter, and he de-
ferves to be always mentioned in every thing that is
addrefs’d to you, or comes from you) expells you:
That ought to be enough to bring you hither ; ’tis a
better reafon than if the nation expe&ed you. For
I really enter as fully as you can defire, into your
principle of Love of Individuals: and I think the

~* This was only faid as an oblique reproof of the
horrid mifanthropy in the foregoing Letter ; and which
he fuppofed, might be chiefly occafioned by the Dean’s
fondnefs for Roti:fbnrau/t, whofe Maxims are founded
on the principle of an upiverfal felfilbacfs in human na-
gure. . .

way -
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way to have a public fpirit is firft to have a private
one; for who can believe (faid a’friend of mine)
that any man can care for a hundred thoufand peo-
ple, who never cared for ene? No ill-humourd
man can ever be a Patriot, any more than a Friend.

I defigned to haye left the following page for Dr.
Arbuthnot to fill, but h¢ is fo touch’d with the pe-
riod in yours to me concerning him, that he intends
to anfwer it by a whole letter.  He too is bufy about
a book, which I guefs he will tell you of.  So adieu
—what remains worth telling you? Dean Berkley
is well; and happy in the profecution of his Scheme,
Lord Oxford and Lord Bolingbroke in health,
Duke Difney fo alfo; Sir William Wyndham bet- .
ter, Lord Bathurft well. Thefe and fome others,

referve their ancient honour and ancient friendfhip.
hofe who do neither, if they were d—d, what is
it to a Proteftant prieft, who has nothing to do with-
the dead ? Ianfwer for my own part as a Papift, I
would not pray them out of Purgatory. -

My name is as bad an one as yours, and hated’
by all bad Poets, from Hopkins and Sternhold ta

ildon and Cibber. The firft pray’d againft me

with the Turk; and a modern Imitator of theirs

(whom I leave you to find out) has added the Chrif-.

tian to ’em, with proper definitions of each in this
manner.

The Pope's the Whare of Babylen

. ﬂeg'wjkbq isa 7e:zfv : e

"The Chriftian is an [nfidel
That futathing Pew.

LET-
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LETTER XL

From Dr. SwrirT.

Nov. 26, 1725.

Should fooner have acknowledged yours, if a.
4 feverith diforder and the relics of it had not dif-
abled me for a fortnight. 1 now begin to make
excufes, becaufeI hope I am pretty near feeing you,
and therefore I would cultivate an acquaintance;
becaufe if you do not know me when we meet, you -
need only keep one of my letters, and compare it
with my face, for my face and letters are counter-
parts of my heart. I fear I have not exprefs’d that’
right, but I mean well, and I hate blots : I look in”
your letter, and in my confcience you fay the fame
thing, but in abetter manner. Pray teﬁ, my Lord
.Bolingbroke that T wifh he were banifh’d again, for
then I fhould hear from him, when *he was full of
philofophy, and talked de contemptu mundi. My
Lord Oxford was fo extremely kind-as to write to
me immediately an account of his fon’s birth;
which I immediately acknowledged, but before my
letter coyld reach him, I wifh’d it in the fea: I hope
I was more affli¢ted than his Lordfhip. *Tis hard’
- that Parfons and Beggars fhould bg over-run with
bratts, while fo great and good a family wants an
heir to continue it. I'have receiv’d his father’s pic-
ture, but I lament (fub figillo confeffionis) that it is
not fo truc a refemblance as I could wifh. - Drown
the world ! I am not content with defpifing it, but
I would anger it, if I could with fafety. I with
there were an Hofpital for its Defpifers, where one
might at with fafety, and it need not be a large
building, only I would have it well endow’d. P* *
is _fort chancellant whether he fhall turn Parfon or Eo.
3 bug
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But all employments here are engaged, or in rever-
fion. Caft Witsand caft Beaux have a proper fanc-
tuary in the church : yet we think it a fevere judg-
ment,- that a fine gentleman, and fo much the finer
for hating Ecclefiaftics, thould be a domeftic humble
retainer to an Irifh Prelate. He is neither Secre-
tary nor Gentleman-uther, yet ferves in both capa-
cities. He hath publithed feveral reafons why he
never came to fece me, but the beft is, that I have
not -waited on his Lordfhip. We have had a
Poem fent from London in imitation of that on
Mifs Carteret. It is on Mifs Harvey of a day old;
and we fay and think it is yours. I wifh it were
not, becaufe I am againft monopolies—You might
have fpared me a few morelines of your Satire, but
I hopein a few months to fee it all. To hear boys,
like you, talk of Millenniums and tranquillity ! I
am older by thirty.years, Lord Bolingbroke by twen-
ty, and you but by ten, than when welaft were to-
gether ; and we fhould differ more than ever, you
coquetting a majd of honour, my Lord looking on
to fee how the gamefters play, and I railing at you
both. I defire you and all my friends will take a
fpecial care that my Difaffeition to the world may
not be imputed to my Age, for I have creditable
witnefles ready to depofe, that it hath never varied -
from the twenty-firft to the f--ty-eighth yedr of my
life (pray fill that blank charitably.) I tell you after
all, that I do not hate mankind, it is vous autres
who hate them, becaufe you would have them rea-
fonable Animals, and are angry at being difappoint-
ed: Ihave always rejected that definition, and made
apother of my own. I am no. more angry with—
than [ was with the Kite that laft week flew away
with one of my chickens; and yet I was pleafed
when one of my fervants fhot him two days after.
_This I fay, becaufe you arc fo hardy.as to tell -me
of your intentions te writc Maxims in oppofition
. to

1
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to Rochefoucault, who is my favourite, betanfe I
found my whole chara&er in him * ; however I will
-yead him again, becaufeit is poffible I may have fince
undergone fome alterations.—Take care the bad
Poets do not out-wit you, as they have ferved the
good ones in every age, whom they have provok’d
to tranfmit their names to pofterity. Muevius is a5
well known as Virgil, and Gildon will be as well
known as you, if his name gets into your Verfes :
and as to the difference between good and bad fame,
’tis a perfed trifle. I atk a thoufand pardons, and
{o leave you for this time, and will write again with-
out concerning myfelf whether you write of no,

I am, &c.

L . PV PV PSP W) L I

LETTER XIV.

Decemb. 10, 1725.

Find myfelf the better acquainted with you for
I a long Abfence, as men are with themfelves for
a long AfftiGtion: Abfence does but hold off a
* Friend; to make onefee him the more truly. Iam -
_ infinitely more pleafed to hear you are coming near
us, than at any thing you feem to think in my fa-
vour ; an opinion which has perhaps been aggran-
dized by the diftance or dulnefs of Ireland, as ob-
jects look larget thito’ a medium of Fogs: and yet
am infinitely pleas’d with that too. I am much
the happler for finding (a better thing than our
‘Wits) our Judgments jump, in the notion that all
Scriblers thould be paft by in filence. To vindicate
‘oné’s felf againtt fuch naity flander, is much as wife
as it was in your countryman, when the people im~

" ® This, methinks, is no great complimeat to his own
heart. .
. puted
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puted a flink to him, to prove the contrary by thew-
ing his backfide. So let Gildon and Philips reft in
peace! what Virgil had to do with Mcevius, that
he fhould wear him upon his fleeve to all eternity,
I don’t know. [I’ve been the longer ugotx; this, ;h:;
I may prepare for the reception both you
'yourywo:igarma;ro‘;ombly meet in England. We
your true acquaintance will look upon you as a good
man, and love you; others will look upon you as
a Wit, and hate you. So you kiow the worft; .
unlefs you are as vindicative as Virgil, or the afore-
faid Hibernian. : '

I with as warmly as you for an Hofpital in which
to lodge the Defpifers of the world ; only I fear it
would be fil’d wholly like Chelfea, with maimed
Soldiers,. and fuch as had been difabled in its fervice.
I would rather have thofe, that, out of fuch gene-
rous principles as you and I, defpife it, fly in its
face, then retire from it. Not that I have much
anger againft the Great, my fpleen is at the little
rogues of it; it would vex one more to be knock’d
on the head with a Pifs-pot, than by a Thunder-
bolt. As to great Oppreflors, they are like Kites
or Eagles, one expefls mifchief from them ; but te
be fquirted to death (as poor Wycherly faid to me
on his death-bed) by Apothecarits Apprentices, by
the underftrappers of under-fecretaries to fecretaries
who were no fecretaries—this wou’d provoke as dull
a dog as Ph——s himfelf,

- So much for enemies, now for friends. Mr. L~
thinks all this indifcreet : the Dr. not fo; he loves
mifchief the beft of any good-natur’d man in Eng-
land. Lord B. is above trifling: when he writes
of any thing in this world, he is more than mortal ;
if ever bhe trifles, it muft be when he turns @ Divine.
ay is writing Tales for Prince William : I fup-
pofe Mr. Philips will take this very ill, for two rea%
fons; one that he zhinks all childifh things belong
te
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to him, and the other becaufe he’ll take it ill ts
be taught that one may write thin%s to-a child
without being childifh. What have I more to add ?
but that Lord Oxfoid defires earneftly to fee you1:
and that many others whom you do not think the
worft of, will be gratified by it : none more, be af~
fured, than Yours, &c.

P. S. Pope and you are very great Wits, and I
think very inditferent Philofophers : If you defpifed
the world as much as you pretend, and perhaps be-
lieve, you would not be fo angry with it. The
founder of your fe, that noble Original whom you
think it fo great an honour to refemble *, was a
flave to the worlt part of the world, to the Court 3
and all his big words were the language of a flighted
Lover, who defired nothing fo much as a reconci-
liation, and feared nothing fo much as a rupture.
I believe the world hath ufed me as fcurvily as moft
people, and yet I could never find in my heart to
be thoroughly angry with the fimple, falfe, capri=
cious thing, "I thould blufh alike, to be difcovered
fond of the world, or piqued at it. Your definition
of Animal Rationis capax, inftead of the common
one Animal Rationale, will not bear examination :
define but Reafon,’ and you will fee why your dif-
tin&ion is no better than that of the Pontiff Crtta 3
between mala ratio, and bona ratie. But enough of
this: make us a vifit, and I'll fubfcribe to any fide
of thefe important queftions which you pleafe. We
differ lefs than you imagine, perhaps, when you
wifh’d me banifh’d again: but Iam not lefs true to
you and to Philofophy in England, than I was in

France.
’ Yours, &c. B.

* Geneca. . -

LET-
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LETTER XV. '
From Dr. SwiFT.

London, May 4, 1726, .

Had rather live in forty Irelands than under the
- ] frequent difquiets of hearing you are out of or~
er. ? always apprehend it moft after a great din-
hery for the leaft Tranfgreflion of yourts, if it te
only two bits and one fup more than your ftint, is
& grdat debauch; for which you certainly pay more
than thofe fots who are carried dead drunk to bed.
- My Lord Peterborow fpoiled every body’s dinner,
but efpécially mine, with telling us that you were
detained by ficknefs. Pray let me have three lines
under any hand or pot-hook that will give me a bet-
ter account of your health; which concerns me
aore than others, becaufe Ilove and efteem you
for reafons that moft others have little to do with,
and would be the fame although you had never
touched a pen, further than with writing to me.

I am gathering up my luggage, and preparing for
my journey; I will endeavour to think of you as
little as I can, and when I write to you, I'will ftrive
fot to think of you: This Iintend in return to
your kindnefs; and further, I know no body has
dealt with me fo cruelly as you, the confequences
of which ufage I fear will laf{ as long as my life,
i;c;r fo long fhall I be (in fpite of my heart) entirely

ours, -

LETTER XVL
Aug. 22, 1726.
MAny a fhort figh you coft me-the day I left
e

you, and many more you will coft me, till
dsy you return. I really walk’d about like 2

- Vo, IX. E . man
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man banithed, and when I came home found it ne
home. ’Tisa fenfation like that of a limb lopp’d -
off, one is trying every minute unawares to ufe it,
and finds it is not. I may fay you have ufed me
more cruelly than you have done any other man}
you have made it more impoflible for me to live at
cafe without you : Habitude itfelf would have done
that, if I had lefs friendfhip in my nature than I
have. Befides my natural memory of you, you
have made a local one, which prefents you to me
in ‘every place I frequent ; I fhall never more think
of Lord Cobham’s, the woods of C(iceter, or the,
pleafing profpe& of Byberry, but your Idea muft =
be join’d with ’em ; nor fee one feat in my own
garden, or one room in my own houfe,” without
a Phantome of you, fitting or walking before me. -
I travell’d with you to Chefter, I felt the extream
heat of the weather, the inns, the roads, the con-
finement and clofenefs of the uneafy coach, and
wifh’d a hundred times I had either a Deanery or a
Horfe in my gift. In real truth, I have felt my foul
peevifh ever fince with all about me, from a warm «
uncafy defire after you. Iam gone out of myfelf
to no purpofe, and cannot catch you. Inbiat in pedes-
- was not more properly apply’d to a poor dog after a
" hare, than to me with regard to your departure. 1
with I could think no more of it, but lye down and |
flecp till we meet again, and let that day (how far
foever-off it be) be the morrow. Since I canrot,
may it be my amends that every thing you wifh may
attend you where you are, and that you may find .
every friend you have. there, in the ftate. you -with
him, or her; fo that your vifits to us may have no
other effeét, than the progrefs of arich man to a
- remote eftate, which he finds greater than he ex-
pected ; which knowledge only ferves to make him
live happier where he is, with no difagreeable prof<
podt if ever he fhould chufe to remove. May thbi: :
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be your flate till it become what I with. But in-

.. deed I cannot exprefs the warmth, with which I
with you all things, and myfelf you. Indeed you
‘are ingraved elfewhere than on the Cups you fent
me, (with fokind an infcription) and I might throw
them into the Thames without injury to the giver.
I am not pleas’d with them, but take them very
kindly too: And had I fufpected any fuch ufage
from you, I fhould have enjoyed your company lefs
than lyreally did, for at this rate I may fay

Nec tecum poffum vivere, nec fine te.

..+ T will bring you over juft fuch another prefent, when
. I'go to the Deanery of St. Patrick’s; which I pro-
. .mife yby to do, if ever I am enabled to return your
" ..kindnefs. Dongrem Pateras, &c. ’Till then I'll
drink® (or Gay fhall drink) daily healths to you, and
TNl add to your infcription the old Roman vow for -
ears to come, VOTIS X. VOTIS XX.
y Mother’s age gives me authority to hope it for
" yours. Adieu. . ‘ _—

’ e
el "LETTER XVIL
L T , - Sept. 3, 1726, - _

R/ Ours to Mr. Gay gave me greater fatisfadtion  *
. X than that to me (tho’ that gave me a great
deal) for to hear .you were. fafe at your journey’s
end, exceeds the account of your fatigues while'in

. the way to it: otherwife believe me, every tittle of
each is important to-me, which fets any one thing

_ before my eyes that happens to yow. I writ you a
long letter, which I guefs reach’d you the day after
your arrival. ~ Since then I had a cqnference with
Sir —— who exprefs’d his defire of hayjng feen you’
again before you left us.. He faid he obferved a will-

_ingnefs in you to live among us; ‘which I did not

T . Ez2 deny;

i

4
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deny ; but at the fame time toMd him, you had né
{uch defign in your coming this time, which waa
merely to fee a few of thole you loved : but indeed
all thofe withed it, and particularly Lord Peterbo-
row and inyfelf, who withed you lov’d Ireland lefs,
- bad you any reafon to love and more. I faid
‘nothing but what I think wou’d irdduce any man to
be as fond of youas I, plain Truth, did they know
either it, or you. Ican’t help thinking (when 1
confider the whole fhort Lift of our friends) thae
none of them except you and I are qualify’d for the
Mountains of Wales. The Dr. goes to Cards,
‘Gay to Court; one lofts Money, one lofes his
time : Another of our friends labours to be unam-.
bitious, but he labours in an unwilling foil. One
Lady you like has too much of France to be fit for
‘Wales : Another is tdo much a fubje&t to Princes
ahd Potentates, to relith that wild Tafte of li
and poverty. Mr. Congreve is too fick to bear a
¥hin air; and fhe that leads him too rich to enjoy
any thing. Lord Peterborow can go to any cli-
mate, but never ftay in any. Lord Bathurft is too
great an hufbandman to like barren hills, except they
are his own to improve. Mr. Bethel indeed is too
0od and too honeft to live in the world, but yet ’tis
5 fot its examiple, he thould. Weare leftto eur-
felves in thy opinion; and may live where we pleafe,
in Waless Dublin, or Bermudas: And for me, I affure
you I love the world fo well, and it loves me fo well,
that I care not in what part of it I pafs the reft of my
days. | fee no funthine but in the face of a friend.
. Thad a glymple of aletter of yours lately,
which 1 find you are (like the vulgar) apter to thin
well of people out of power, than of people in
power ; perhaps ’tis a miftake, but however there’s
fomething in it generaus.” Mr. * ® takes it ex-
treme kindly, Ican perceive, and he has a greax
mind to thank you for that goed opiniony ft}r bwlhirh
elieve
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I believe he is only tp thank his ill fortune: for if
I am not in an error, he would rather be in power,
than out.

. To thew yoy how fit I am to live in the moun-
tains, I will with %reat truth apply to myfelf an old
fentence : ¢ Thofe that are in, mayabidein; and
s¢ thofe that are out, may abide out: yet to

¢ thofe that are in fhall be as thofe that are out, ‘:::i
¢ thofe that are out fhall be as thofe that are in.”

I am indifferent as to all thofe matters, but Imifs
you as much as I did the firft day, when (with 3
fhort figh) I parted. Wherever you are, (or on
the mountains of Wales, or on the Coaft of Dublin,

Tu mibi, feu magni fuperas jam [axa Timavi
Sive m;uj}ll}rm legis cqm{'i:— ) ’

T am, and ever fhall be Yours, &c.

LETTER XVIIL
Mr. Gay ta Dr. SWIFT.

Nov: 17, 1726. °

A Bout ten days ago a Book was publifh’d here .
of the Travels of one Gulliver, which hath
. been the converfation of the whole town ever fince :
the whole impreffion fold in a week ; and nothing i3
more diverting than to hear the different opinions
people give of it, though all agree in liking it ex-
tremely. ’Tis generally faid that you are the Au-
thor; but I am told, the Bookfeller declares, he
knows not from what hand it came. From the
higheft to the loweft it is univerfally read, from the
Cabinet-council to the Nurfery. ‘The Paliticians te
a man agree, that it is free lg"on'x particular reflecti-
ons, but that the Satire Eon general focieties of men
3 is
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is too fevere. Not but we now and then meet with
people of greater perfpicuity, who are in fearch for
particular applications in every leaf; and ’tis highly
obable we fhall have keys publifhed to give light
into Gulliver’s defign. Zord —— is the perfon
" who leaft approves it, blaming it as a dzfign of evil
confequence to depreciate human nature, at which
it cannot be wondered that he takes moft offence,
being himfelf the moft accomplifh’d of his fpecies,
and fo lofing more than any other of that praife
which is due both to the dignity and virtue of a
man*. Your friend, my Lord Harcourt, com~
mends it very much, though he thinks in fome
laces the matter too far carried. ‘The Duchefs
f)owagcr of Marlborough is in raptures at it; fhe
fays fhe can dream of nothing elfe fince fhe read it :
fhe declares, that the hath now found out, that her
whole life hath been loft in carefling the worft part
of mankind, and treating the beft as her foes ; and
that if fhe knew Gulliver, tho’ he had been the
worft enemy fhe ever had, the would give up her
prefent acquaintance for his friendfhip. Yoy may
" fee by this, that you are not much injur’d by being
fuppofed the Author of this piece. If you are,
ou have difobliged us, and two or three of your
{eﬁ friends, in not giving us the leaft hint of it
while you were with us; and in particular Dr. Ar-
buthpot, who fays it is ten thoufand pitys he had
- pot known it, he could have added fuch abundance
of things upon every fubje&.” Among Lady-critics,

" fome have found out that Mr. Gulliver had a parti-
cular malice to Maids of hanour. Thofe of them:

* Tt is no wonder a man of worth fhould condemz 2
fatire on his fpecies ; as it injures Virtue and violates
Truth: And, aslittle, that a very corrupt reader fhould
approve it, becaufe it jultifies his principles and tends to
excufe his pradtic, R

wha
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who frequent the Ghurch, fay, his defign is impi-
ous, and that it is depreciating the works of the
Creator. Notwithftanding, I am told the Princefs
hath read it with great pleafure. As to other Cri-
tics, they think the flying ifland is the leaft enter-
taining ; and fo great an-opinion the town have of
the impoffibility of Gulliver’s writing at all below
himfelf, ’tis agreed that part was not writ by the
fame hand, tho’ this hath its defenders too. It hath
pals’d Lords and Commons, nemine contradicente ;
and the whole town, men, women, and children,
are quite full of it. .

" Perhaps I may all this time be talking to you of
a Book you have never feen, and which hath not
yet reach’d Ireland ; if it hath not, I believe what
we have faid will be fufficient to recommend it to
your reading, and that you will order me to fend it
to you.

o it:-will be much better to come over your felf,
and read it here, where you will have the pleafure
of variety of commentators, to explain the difficult
paflages to you.’

. Weall rejoice that you have fixed the precife
time of your coming to be cum hirundine prima ;
which we modern naturalifts pronounce ought to
be reckon’d, contrary to Pliny, in this northern la-
titude of fifty-two degrees, from the end of Febru-
ary, Styl. Greg. atfartheft. Butto usyour friends,
the coming of fuch a black fwallow as you, will
" make a fummer in the wotft of feafons. We arg
no lefs glad at your mention of Twickenham and
Dawley; and in town you know you have a lodging
at Court. ’
The Princefs is cloath’d in Irith filk ; pray give
our fervice to the Weavers. We are ftrangely fur-
priz’d to hear that the Bells in Ireland ring withous
your money. I hope you do not write the thing
that is not We are afraid that B— hath been

E 4 - guilty
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Eunlty of that crime, that you (like -Homyrhniny
ave treated him as a Yahoo, and difcarded him
your fervice. [ fear you do not underftand thefe
modifh terms, which every "creature ndw undero
ﬁands but yourfelf.
You tcly us your Wing is bad, a,r_xd( that ’ (he
Clergy do not frequent your houfe, which we look
upon to be tautology, The beft advice we can
give you fs, to make them a prefent of Your wine,
and come away to better,
You fancy we envy you, but youy are miftaken 3
we envy thofe you .are with, for we cannot envy
the man we love., Adxeu. '

LETTER XIX.

' + " Nov. !6, 1726.

HAVE refolved to take time; and in Tpite of
I all misfortunes and demurs, whxc}x ﬁcknefs,
lamenefs, or difability-of any kind can throw in my
way, to write you (at intervals) 2 long Tetter. "My
two - leaft fingers of one hand hang impediments
to the others ¥, like ufelefs dependents, whe only
take up room, and never are ative or affiftant to
our wants: I fhall never be much the better for
’em—T] congratulate you firft upon yhat oK, cal}

" * This was oeafioned by a bad acc;,dcpt as };c was re-
turning home in a friend’s Chariot; which in paﬂin
bridge was overturred, and thrown with the horfes mto
the River. The glaffes be;ng up, and Mr. Po unable
to break them, he was in immediate dange rogc drown-
ing, when the peRillion, who had juft recovered himfel€,
beat the glafs, which lay uppermoft, to pieces : a frag
ment of which cut one of Mr, Pope 3 hands very de lI
pcmcl»

. - your
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yous: Coufin's wonderfuil Book, which is' publica
trita manu at prefent, and I prophefy will be here-
after the-admiration of all men. That counte-
nance with which it is received by fome ftatefmen,
i3 delightful ; I with 1 could telt you how every
{ingle man looks upon it, to obferve which has been
my whole diverfion this fortni%h(. I've never been
* 2 night in London fince you left me, till. now for
this very end, and indeed it has fully anfwered my
expeélations. '

I find no confiderable man very angry at the
book : fome indeed think it rather too bold, and
too generat a Satire: but none, that I hear of, ac-
cufé 1t of particular réefle@ions (I mean no perfons
of confequence, or good judgment; the mob of
Critics, you know, always are defirous to apply
Satire ‘to' thofe they envy for being above them)
b that you needed not to have been fo fecret upon
this hread: -Motte receiv’d the copy (he tells me)
he knew not from whenee, nor from whom, dropp’d
at his houfe in the dark, from a Hackney-coach:
by computing the time, I found it was after you
left England, fo, for my part, I fufpend my judg-
ment.
~ T am pleas’d with the nature and quality of your -
Prefent to the Princefs. Fhe Irith ftuff you fent
to Mrs. H. her R. H. laid hold of, and has made
up for her own ufe. . Are you determin’d to be Na-
tional in every thing, even in your civilities ? you
are the greateft Politician in Europe at this rate ;
but as you are a rational Politician, there’s no great
fear of you, you will’ never fucceed.

Another thing, in which you have pleafed me,
was what you fay to Mr. P. by which it feems to
ime that you value no man’s civility above your
own dignity, er your own reafon. Surely, with=
out flattery, yeu are now abeve all parties of men(i

‘ . an
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and it is high time to be fo, after twenty or thirty
years obfervation of the great world.

Nullius addiftus jurare in verba magiftj.

I queftion not, many men would be of your inti-
that you might -be of their intereft: But
ﬁ forbid an honeft or witty man fhould be of
any, but that of his country. “They have fcoun-
drels enough to write for their paffions and their
dcﬁgns 3 let us write for truth, for honour, and for
erity. If you muft needs write. about Politics
at all (but perhaps tis full as wife to play the fool
any other way) furely it ought to be fo as to pre-
ferve the dignity and integrity of your-charatter
with thofe times to come, which will moﬁ unpar-
tnally judge of you.

I wifh you had writ to Lord Peterborow, no man
is more a eéhonate toward you. Don’t fancy none
but Tories are-your friends; for at that rate I muft
be, at moft, but half your fnend, and fincerely I

.am wholly fo Adieu, write often, and come foon,
for many wnfh you well, and all would be glad of
your company.

1

LETTER XX~ =

From Dr. SwirrT.

Dublm, Nov 17, 1726

I AM juft come from anfwering a Letter of Mrs.
H—"'s writ in fuch myfhcal terms, that I fhould
never have found out the meaning, if a Book had
not been fent me called Gulliver’s Trquvels, of which
you fay fo much in yours. I read the Book over,
and in the fecond volume obfervg feveral paflages,

3 which
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which appear to be patch’d and altered *, and the
ftyle of a different fort (unlefs I am much miftaken)
Dr. Arbuthnot likes the Preje&ors leaft +; others,
you tell me, the Flying ifland ; fome think it wrong
to be fo hard upon whole Bodies or Corporations,
yet the general opigjon is, that reflections on parti- -
cular perfons are moft to be blam’d : fo that in thefe
cafes, I think the beft mcthod is to let cenfure and
‘opinion take their courfe. A Bifhop here faid, that
book was full of improbable lies, and for his part,
he hardly believed a word of it; and fo much for
Gulliver.
. Going to England is a very good thing, if it were

not attended with an ugly circumftance of return.
ing to Ireland. It is a thame you do not perfuade
your Minifters to keep me on that fide, if it were
but by a court expedient of keeping me in. prifon
for a Plotter ; but at the fame time I muft tell you,
that fuch journeys very much fhorten my life, for
a month here is longer than fix at Twickenham.
. How comes friend Gay to be fo tedious? ano-
ther man can publith fifty-thoufand Lies fooner than
hé can fifty Fables.

I am juft going to perform a very good office, it
is to affit with the Archbifhop, in degrading a
Parfon who couples all our beggars, by which I
fhall make one happy man: and decide the great
queftion of an indelible charaler in favour of the
principles in fafhion ; this I hepe you will reprefent
to the Miniftry in my favour, as a point of merit;
fo farewell till I return.

I am come back, and have deprived the parfon,
who by a law here is to be hanged the next couple

* This was the fa&, which is complained of and re.
drefled in the Dablin Edition of the Dean’s works.

4 Becaufe he underflood it to be intended as a fatire on
the Royal Society.

he
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he marries : he declared to us that he refolved to be
hanged, only defired that when he was to go tq
the gallows, the Archbifhop would take off his Ex-
communication. Is not he a good Catholic? and
yet he is but a Scotch-man. This is the only Irith
event | ever troubled you with, and I think it de-
ferves notice—Let me add, that, if I were Gulli-
ver’s friend, I would defire all my acquaintance to
give out that his copy was bafely mangled, and
abufed, and added to, and blotted out by the Prin-
ter ; for fo to me it feems, in the fecond volums

particularly.
Adieu.

LETTER XXIL
From Dr. warr.

December 5, 1726.

Believe the hurt in your hand affe®s me more

than it does yourfelf, and with reafon, becaufe
I may probably be a greater lofer by it. What
have Accidents to do with thofe who are neither
jockeys, nor fox-hunters, nor bullies, nor drunk-
ards ? And yet a rafcally Groom fhall gallop a foun-
(f]red horfe ten miles upon a caufeway, and get home
afe. :

I am very much pleas’d that ‘you approve what
was fent, becaufe I remember to have heard a great
man fay, that nothing required more judgment
than making a prefent; which when it is done to
thofe of high rank, ought to be of fomething that
is not readily got for money. You oblige me, and
at the fame time do me ju.fz;ce-.in what you obferve
as to Mr. P. Befides, it is too late in life for me
to act otherwife, and therefore I follow a very eafg

: roa
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Yoad to virtue, and purchafe it cheap. If you will
give me leave to join us, is not your life and mine
a ftate of power, and dependence a ftate of flavery ?
We care not three pence whether a Prince or Mi-
nifter will fee us or no: We are not afraid of hav«
ing ill offices done us, nor are at the trouble of
guarding our words for fear of giving offence. ¥
do agree that Riches are Liberty, but then we are
to put into the balance how long our apprenticefhip
is to laft in acquiring them.

Since you have receiv’d the verfes, I moft earneft-
ly intreat you to burn thofe which you do not ap-
prove, and in thofe few where you may not diflike
fome parts, blot out the reft, and fometimes (ths
it be againft the lazinefs of your nature) be fo
kind to make a few correQions, if the matter wil
bear them. I have fome few of thofe things I call
Thoeughts moral and diverting; if you pleafe, I
will fend the beft I can pick from them, to add to
the new velume. I have reafon to chufe the me-
thod you mention of mixing the feveral verfes, and

_I hope thereby among the bad Critics to be entitled-
to mere merit than is my due.

This moment I am fo happy to have a letter
from my Lord Peterborow, for which I intreat you
will prefent him with my humble refpeéts and
thanks, tho’ he all-to-be-Gullivers me by very ftrong
infinuations. Though yeu defpife Riddles, I am
ﬂrongl{ tempted to ind a parcel to be printed by
themfelves, and make a nine-penny jobb for the
bookfeller. There are fome of my own, wherein
I exceed mankind, Mira Poemata! the moft fo-
lemn that were éver feen ; and fome writ by othe:
admirable indeed, but far inferior to mine; but
will not praife myfelf. You approve that writer
who laughs and makes others laugh; but why
fhould T who hate the world, or you who do not
love it, make it fo happy? therefore I refolve from

hence-
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" henceforth to handle only ferious fubjelts, niff quid
tu, dolie Trebatiy Diffentiss
. Your’s, &c.

LET TER XXIL

March 8, 1726-7.

R. Stopford will be the bearer of this letter,
for whofe acquaintance I am, amang many
other favours, obliged to you: and I think the ac-
quaintance of fo valuable, ingenious, and unaffect-
ed 2 man, to be none of the leaft obligations..
" Qur Mifcellany is now quite printed. I am pro-
digioufly pleas’d with this joint-volume, in which
methinks we look like friends; fide by fide, ferious
and merry by turns, converfing interchangeably,
-and walking down hand in hand to pofterity ; not
in the ftiff forms of learned Authors, flattering
each other, and fetting the reft of mankind at
nought : but in a free, unimportant, natural, eafy
manner ; diverting others juft as we diverted our-
felves. The third volume confifts of Verfes, but
I would chufe to print none but fuch as have fome
peculiarity, and may be diftinguifh’d for ours, from.-
other writers. There’s no end of making Books;
Solomon faid, and above all of making Mifcella- -
" mpies, which all men can make. For unlefs there
be. a chara&ter in every piece, like the mark of the
Ele&, I fhould not care to be one of the Twelve-
thoufand figned. , .

You receiv’d, I hope, fome commendatory verfes -
from a Horfe and a Lilliputian, to Gulliver; and
an heroic Epiftle of Mrs. Gulliver. The Book-
- feller would fain have printed ’em before the fecond
. Edition of the Book, but I would not permit it
without your approbation: nor do I'much like th;m.

ou
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You fee how much like a Poet I write, and yet
if you were with us, you'd be deep in Politics.
People are very warm, and very angry, very little
to the purpofe, but therefore the more warm and
‘the‘more angry : Non noftrum ¢ff, Tantas componere
dites. 1 ftay at Twitnam, without fo much as
-reading news-papers, votes, or any other paltry
_ Pamphlets : ‘Mr. Stopford will . carry you a whole
‘parcel of them, which are fent for your diverfion,
‘but not imitation. For my own part, methinks I
.am atGlubdubdrib with none but ancients and
{pirits about me. I A
- I am rather better than I ufe to be at this feafon,
but my hand (tho’, as you fee, it has not loft its
_cunning) is frequently in very aukward fenfations,
rather than pain. But to convince you it is prett'{
well, it has done fome mifchief already, and ju.
-been ftrong enough to cut the other hand, while it
‘was aiming to prune a fruit-tree.
. Lady Bolingbroke has writ you a long, lively
-letter, which will attend this; She has very bad
health, he very good. Lord Peterborow has writ
twice to you; we fancy fome letters have been in-
tercepted, or loft by accident. About ten thoufand
things I want to tell you: I with you were as im-
-patient to hear them, for if fo, you would, you
muft come early this fpring. Adieu. Let me have
" aline from you. I am vex'd at lofing Mr. Stop-
ford as foon as I knew him: but I thank God I
‘have known him no longer.. If every man one be-
ins to value muft fettle in Ireland, pray make me
Enow no more of ’em, and I forgive you this
ene. :

LET-
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LETTER XXIl. -~

: . . O&. %, 1437.

T is a perfedt trouble to fat ¢o write to you
and your kind letter left for me at Mr, ({:;;
eQed me fo much, that it mede me like a gitl,
I car’e tell what to fay to you; I only feel that {
with you well in every circiitnftance of life; that
’tis almoft as good to ‘be hated as to be loved,
confidering the pain it is to minds of ary tendér
sun, to find thémfelves fo itterly impotent to do
any gbod, or give any eafe to thofe who deferve
moft from us. I would very fain know, 4s foon as
&u recover your complaints, or any part of them.
ould to I could eafe any of them, or had
been able even to have alleviatéd any ! I found I
was not, and truly it grieved me. I was forry to
find you could think yourfelf eafier in_any héufe
- than in mine, tho’ at the fame time I can allow
for a tendernefs in your way of thinking, eveh
when it feem’d to want that tendernefs. - I cant
explain my meaning, perhaps you know it: Bwt
the beft way of convincing you of my indulgence,
will be, if Ilive, to vifit you in Ireland, and a&
there as much in my own way as you did here in
yours. 1 will not leave your roof, if I am ill. Te
your bad health I fear there was added fome dife
agteeable news from Ireland, which might occafioh
your fo fudden departure: For the laft time I faw
You, you aflured me you would not leave us this
whole winter, unlefs your health grew better, and
I don’t find it did fo. "I never comply’d fo unwil-
lingly in my life with any friend as with you, in
ﬂa)'lng fo intirely from you : nor could I have had
the conftancy to do it, if you had not promifed
that before vou went, we fhouw’d meet, and you.
1 would
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would fend to us all to come. I have given your
remembrances to thofe you mention in yours: we
are quite forry for you, I mean for ourfelves. I
hope, as you do, that we fhall meet in a more du-
rable and more fatisfaltory ftate ; but the lefs fure
I am &f that, the more I would indulge it in this.
We are to believe, we fhall have fomething better
than even a friend, there, but certainly here we
have nothinz fo good. Adieu for this time; may
you find every friend you go to as pleas’d and happy,
as every friend you went from is forry and troubled.

Your’s, &c.

LETTER_ XXIV.

From Dr. SwiIFT.

Dublin, O&. 12, 1727.

Have been long reafoning with myfelf upon the
I condition I am in, and in conclufion have
thought it beft to return to what fortune hath made
my home; I have there a large houfe, and fer-
vants and conveniencies about me. I may be worfe
than I am, and I have no where to retire. I there-
fore thought it beft to return to Ireland, rather
than go to any diftant place in England. Here is
my maintainance, and here my convenience. If
.it pleafes God to reftore me to my health, I fhall
readily make a third journey; if not, we muft
part as all human creatures have parted. You are
the beft and kindeft friend in the world, and I
know no-body alive or dead to whom I am fo much
obliged ; and if ever you made me angry, it was
for your too much care about me. I have often
wifh’d that God almighty would be fo eafy to the

Vor. IX. F weaknefs
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weaknefs of mankind, as to let old friends be ac-
quainted in another ftate; and if I were to write
an Utopia for heaven, that would be one of my
fchemes. This wildnefs you muft allow for, be-
caufe I am giddy and deaf.

I find it more corivenient to be fick here, with-
out the vexation of making my friends uneafy ; yet
my giddinefs alone would not have done, if that
unfociable comfortlefs deafnefs had not quite tired
me. And I believe I fhould have returned from
the Inn, if I bad not feared it was only a fhort
intermiffion, and the year was late, and my licence
expiring. Surelgi befides all other faults, I fhould
be a very ill judge, to doubt your friendthip and
kindnefs. But it hath pleafed God that you are
not in a ftate of health, to be mortified with the
care and ficknefs of a friend. Two fick friends
never did well together; fuch an office is fitter for
fervants and humble companions, to whom it is
wholly indifferent whether we give them trouble or
no. The cafe would be quite otherwife if you were
with me; you could refufe to fee any body, and
here is a large houfe where we need not hear each
other if we were both fick. I have a race of or-
derly elderly people of both fexes at command,
who are of no confequence, and have gifts proper
for attending us ; who can bawl when % am deaf,
“and tread foftly when I am only giddy and would
fleep.

I had another reafon for my hafte hither, which
was changing my Agent, the old one having terri-
bly involved my little affairs ; to which however I
am grown fo indifferent, that I believe I fhall lofe

.two or three hundred pounds rather than plague
myfelf with accompts; fo that I am very well qua-
lif{ed to be a Lord, and put into Peter Walter’s
hands.
: 2

. Pray
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“Pray God continue and increafe Mr. Congreve’s
amendment, though he does not deferve it like
i?u, having been too lavifh of that health which

ature-gave him.

I hope my Whitehall-landlord is nearer to a
place than when I left him; as the Preacher faid,
¢ the day of judgment was ncarer, than ever it
¢ had been before.” ,

Pray God fend you health, ‘det falutem, det opes;
animam @quam tibi ipfe parabis. You fee Horace
withed for money, as well as health ; and I would .
hold a crown he kept a coach; and I fhall never be
a friend to the Court, till you do fo too.

Yours; &ec.

LETTER XXV.
From Dr. SwirT.

O&ober 30, 1727,

THE firft letter I writ after my landing was
to Mr. Gay; but it would have been wifer

to dire&t it to Tonfon or Lintot, to whom I be«
lieve his lodgings are better known than to the
runners of the Poft-office. In that Letter you will-
find what a quick change I made in feven days from
London to the Deanery, thro’ many nations and
- languages unknown to the civilized world. And
I have often refle@ted in how few hours, with a
fwift horfe or a ftrong gale, a2 man may come a-
© mong a people as unkhown to him as the Anti-
podes If I did not know you more by your con-
verfation and kindnefs than by your letter, I might
‘be bafe enough to fufped, that in point of friend-
thip you aéted like fome Philofophers who writ
. Fa much
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much better upon Virtue than they practifed it. Trr
anfwer, I can only fwear that you have taught me
to dream, which I had not done in twelve years
further than by inexpreflible nonfenfe; but now
I can every night diftinétly fee T'wickenham, and
the Grotto, and Dawley, and many other et cete-
ra’s, and it is but three nights fince I beat Mrs.
Pope. I muft needs confefs, that the pleafure I
take in thinking on you is very much leflened by
the pain I am in about your health: You pay dear-
ly for the great talents God hath given you; and
for the confequences of them in the efteem and di-
ftin&ion you receive from mankind, unlefs you cam
provide a tolerable ftock of health; in which pur-
fuit I cannot much commend your condu&, but
rather entreat you would mend it by following the
advice of my Lord Bolingbroke and your other
Phyficians. WHhken you talk’d of Cups and Impref-
fions, it came into my head to imitate you in quot-
ing Scripture, not to your advantage; I mean
what was faid to David by one of his brothers =
¢ I knew thy pride and the naughtinefs of thy
¢ heart ;* I remember when it grieved your foul
to fee me pay a penny more than my club at anr
inn, when you had maintained me three months at
bed and board ; for which if I had dealt with you
in the Smithfield way it would have eoft me a
hundred pounds, for I live worfe here upon more.
Did you ever confider that I amr for life almoft
twice as rich as you, and pay no rent, and drink-
French wine twice as cheap as you do Port, and-
have neither Coach, Chair, nor mother? As tothe:
world, I think you ought to fay to it with St. Paul,
If we have fown wunto you [pirisual things, is it a
great thing if we [Ball reap your carnal things 2 This
is more proper flill, if you confider the French
word fpiritual, in which fenfe'the world ought to
pay you better than they do. If you made me a
o ; prefent
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prefent of a thoufand pound, I would not allow
myfelf to be in your debt; and if I made you a
prefent of two, I would not allow myfelf to be out
of it. But I have not half your pride: witnefs
what Mr. Gay fays in his letter, that I was cen-
fured for begging Prefents, tho’ I limited them to
ten fhillings. I fee no reafon, (at leaft my friend-
thip and vanity fee none) why you fhould not give
me a vifit, when you fhall happen to be difengaged :
I will fend a perfon to Chefter to take care of you,
and you fhall be ufed by the beft folks we have
here, as well as civility and good-nature can con-
trive ; I believe local motion will be no ill phyfic,
and I will have your coming infcribed on my
Tomb, and recorded in never-dying verfe.

I thank Mrs. Pope for her prayers, but I know
the myftery. A perfon of my acquaintance, who
ufed to correfpond with the laft Great Duke of
Tufcany, fhewing one of the Duke’s letters to a
friend, and profefling great fenfe of his Highnefs’s
friendfhip, read this paflage out of the letters, J
awould give one of my fingers to procure your real good.
The perfon to whom this was read, and who knew
the Duke well, faid, the meaning of real good was
only that the other might turn a good Catholic.
Pray afk Mrs. Pope whether this ftory is applicable
to her and me? I pray God blefs her, for I am fure
fhe is a good Chriftian, and (which is almoft as
fare) a gaod Woman,

Adieq.

Fs LET-
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LETTER XXVL
Mr. Gay toDr. SwirT.

O&. 22, 1727.

HE Queen’s family is at laft fettled, and in
l the lift I was appointed Gentleman-ufher to
the Princefs Louifa, the youngeft Princefs ; which,
upon account that I am fo far advanced in life, I
-have declin’d accepting; and have endeavour’d, in
the beft manner I could, to make my excufes by a.
letter to her Majefty. So now all my expeQations
are vanifh’d ; and I have no profpe&, but in de-
‘pending wholly upon myfelf, and my own.con-
dué. As I am us'd to difappointments, I can
bear them; but as I can have no more hopes, I
can no more be difappointed, fo that I am in a
blefled condition.—Y ou remember you were advi-
fing me to go into Newgate to finifh my fcenes the
.more correCtly—-T now think I fhall, for 1 have ne
‘attendance to hinder me ; but my Opera is dlready
finifh’d. I leave the reft of this paper to Mr.
Pope.

Gay is a Free~man, and I writ him a long Con-
gratulatory Letter ypon it. Do ‘you the fame: 1t
will mend him, and make him a better man than a
Coust could do. Horace might keep his coach in
Auguftus’s time, if he pleas’d; but I won’t in the
time of our Auguftus. My Poem (which it
grieves me that I dare not fend you a copy of, for
fear of the Curl’s and Dennis’s of Ireland, and
ftill more for fear of the worft of Traytors, our
Friends and Admirers) my Poem, I fay, willthew
-what a diftinguithing age we lived in: Your name
js in ity with fome others, under a mark of fuch

ignominy
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ignominy as you will not much grieve to wear in
that company. Adieu, and God blefs you, and
give you health and fpirits,

Whether thou chufe Cervantes’ ferious air,
Or laugh and fhake in Rab'lais’ eafy chair,
Or in the graver Gown inflruct mankind,
Or, filent, let thy morals tell thy mind.

Thefe two verfes dre over and above what Pve faid
of you in the Poem. Adieu. :

LETTER XXVII
Dr. SwirFrT to Mr. Gav.

Dublin, Nov, 23, 1727;

Entirely approve your refufal of that employ-
ment, and your writing to the Queen. 1 am
erfetly confident you have a keen enemy in the
R/Iiniﬁry. God forgive him, but not till he puts .
himfelf in a flate to be forgiven. Upon reafoning
with myfelf, I fhould hope they are gone too far
to difcard you quite, and that they will give you
fomething ; which, although much lefs than they
ought, will be (as far as it is worth) better cir-
cum{tantiated : And fince you already juft live, a
middling help will make you juft tolerable. Your
latenefs in life (as you fo foon call it) might be
improper to begin the world with, but almoft the
eldeft men may hope to fee changes in a Court.
A Minifter is alwa‘ys feventy : You are thirty years
ounger ; and confider, Cromwell himfelf did not
zegin to appear ti