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PART L

ATE gave the Word the cruel arrow fped ;
F AndPopE lies numberd with the m:ghtyl)ead t
gn’d he fell ; fupenor to the dart, ,
That quench’d its rage in Your’s and BRITAIN'S
Heart :
You mourn: but BRITAIN, lulld in reft'profound,
(Unconfcious Britain!) flumbers o’er her wound. 6
Exulting Dulnefs ey’d the fetting Light,
And flapp’d her wing, impatient for the Night :
Rouz’d at the fignal, Guilt colles her train,
And counts the Triumphs of her growing Reign: 10
With inextinguifhable rage they burn;
And Snake-hung ENvY hiffes o’r his Urn :
TR eavenom’d Monfters fpittheir deadly foam,
To blaft the Laurel that furrounds his Tomb.

ButYou,OWarsvrTon! whofe eye refin’d 15
Can fee the greatnefs of an honeft mind ;
- Can-fee €ach Virtue and each Grace unite,
- And tafte the Raptures of a pure Delight ;



x ESSAY ON SATIRE.

You vifit oft his awful Page with Care,

And view that bright Affemblage treafur’d there; 20
You trace the Chain that ljnks his deep. Defign,
And pour new Luftre on thé glowing Line.

Yet deign to hear the efforts of a Mufe,
Whofe'eye, not wing, his ardent flight purfues ;
Intent from this great Archetype to draw 25
SaTIRE’s bright Form, and fix her equal Law ; -
Pleas’d if from hence th’unlearn’d may comprehend,
And rev’rence His and SATIRE’s gen’ rous End.

In ev’ry Breaft there burns an a&tive flame,
The Love of Glory, or the Dread of Shame: 30
"The Paffion ONE, tho’ various it appear,
As brighten’d into Hope, or dimm’d by Fear.
The lifping Infant, and the hoary Sire,
And Youth and Manhood feel the heart-born fire: ~
The Charms of Praife the Coy, the Modeft wooe, 35
And only fly, that Glory may purfue:
She, Pow’r refiftlefs, rules the wife and great,
Bends ev'n relu®ant Hermits'at her feet ;
Haunts the proud City, and the lowly Shade,
" And fways alike the Scepter and the Spade 40

Thus Heav’n in Pity wakes the fnendly Flame,
To urge Mankind on Deeds that merit- Fame:



ESSAY ON. SATIRE, xi
But Man; vain Man, /in folly only wifa,. '
Rejedts the Manna fent him from the Skies ;
‘With rapture hears corrupted Paffion’s ca]l, 45
Still proudly prone.to mingle with the flall,
“As each deceitful thadow tempts his view, .
He for the imag’d Subftance quits the zrue ;.
Eager to catch the vifionary Prize, ,
In queft of Glory plunges deep in Vice ; .50
*Till madly zealous, impotently vain,
'He forfeits ev’ry Praife he pants to gain.

Thus ftill imperious NATURE plies her part ;
And ftill her DiQtates work in ev’ry heart.
Each Pow’r that fov’reign Nature bids enjoy, 53
Man may corrupt, but Man can'ne’er deftroy.
Like mighty rivers, with refiftlefs force
The Paffions rage, obftruéted in their courfe ;
Swell to new heights, forbidden paths explore,
And drown thofe Virtues which they fed before. 60
And fure, the deadlieft Foe to Virtue’s flame,
Our wortt of Evils, is perverted Shame. .
Beneath this load what abject numbers groan,
Th’ entangled Slaves to folly not their own!
Meanly by fathionable Fear opprefs’d, - 65
- We feek our Virtues in each other’s breaft ;
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—

Blind to ourfelves, adopt each foreign Vice,
Another’s weaknefs, int’reft, ot caprice.

Each Fool'to low Anibition, poorly great,

That pines in fplendid wretchednefs of ftate, 70
Tird in the treach’rous Chafe, would nobly yield,
And, but;for Shaine, like SYLLA, quit the field :
The Dazmon Shame paints ftrong the ridicule,

And whifpers clofe, ¢ the World will call you Fool.”’

‘Behold, yon Wretch, by impious fafhion' driv’n, 75

" Believes and trembles while he fcoffs at Heav’n,

By weaknefs ftrong, and bold thro’ fear alone,

He dreads the fncer by fhallow Coxcombs thrown ;
Pauntlefs purfues the path Spinsza trod ;

To Man a Coward, and a Braveto God. 80

Faith, Juftice, Heav’n itfelf now quit their hold,

When to falfe Fame the captiv’d heart is fold :

IMiITATIONS.

VER. 80. To Man a Coward, etc.)
Vois ts ce Libertin en pablic intrepide,
Qi preche contre san Diex gue dans fon Ame il croit ?
I ivei¢ embraffer la Verité, gu'il wvit ;-
Mais de fos faux Amis ilcraint la Raillerie,
Et ne brave ainfi Dieu que par Poltronnerie.
Boireav, Ep. iii.



ESSAY ON SATIRE.  xii

Hence, blind to truth, relentlefs Cato dy’d; "
Nought could fubdue his Virtue, but his Pnde .
Hence chafte Lucretia’s Innocence betray’d ‘8 s
Fell by that Honour which was meant its aid,
Thus Virtue finks beneath unnumber'd Woes,
When Paffions, born her friends, revolt her foes.”

Hence SATIRE’s pow’r : *Tiis her corre@ive part,
To calm the wild diforders of the heart. 90
She points the arduous height where Glory lies, -
And teaches mad Ambition to be wife:

In the dark bofom wakes the fair defire,

Draws good from ill, a brighter flame from fire ; _
Strips black Oppreflion of her gay difguife, 95
And bids the Hag in native horror rife;

Strikes tow’ring Pride and lawlefs Rapine dead,
And plants the wreath on Virtue’s awful head.

Nor boafts the Mufe 2 vain imagin’d Pow’r,
Tho’ oft the mourn thofe ills the cannot cure. 109
The Worthy court her, and the Worthlefs fear;
Who fhun her piercitig eye, that eye revere.

Her awful Voice the Vajn and Vile obey,

And ev’ry Foe to Wifdom feels her fway.

Smarts, Pedants, as fhe fmiles, no more are vain ; 10 5
Defponding Fops refign the clouded cane :



xiv. ESSAY ON SATIRE,
"Hufh’d at her voice, pert Folly’s felf is fhill, .
And Dulnefs wonders while the drops her quill.
Like the arm’d BEE, with art. moft fubtly true,
From poys’nous Vice the draws a healing dew: 110
‘Weak are the ties that civil arts can find, ‘
To quell the ferment of the tainted mind:
Cunning evades, fecurely wrapt in wiles ;
And force ftrong-finew’d rends th’ unequal toils :
The ftream of vice impetuous drives along, 115
. Too deep for Policy, for Paw’r too ftrong.
“Ev’n fair Religion, Native of the Skies,
Scorn’d by the Crowd, feeks refuge with the Wife ;
The Crowd with laughter fpurns her awful train,
And Mercy courts, and Juftice frowns in vain. 120
But SATIRE’s thaft can pierce the harden’d breaft:
She plays a ruling paffion on-the reft : .
‘Undaunted ftorms the batt’ry of his pride,
And awes the Brave that Earth and Heav’n defy’d.
‘When fell Corruption,-by her vaffals crown’d, 125
Derides falPn Juftice proftrate on the graund 5 .

IMITATIONS,

Ver. 110. From poys'nous Vice, etc ] Alluding to thefe
Lines of Mr Pope ;

In the nice Bee what Art fo {ubtly true .
From poys'nous Herbs extralts a healing Dew ?



ESSAY ON SATIRE, xv
Swift to redrefs an injur’d People’s groan,,
Bold SATIRE fhakes the Tyrant on her. thrane ;
Pow’tful as Déath, defies the fordid train,
And Slaves and Sycophants fursound in vain. . 130

But with the friends of Vice, the foes of SATIRE,
All truth is fpleen ; all juft reproof, Ill-nature.

Well may they dread the Mufe’s fatal £kill ;
Well may they tremble wiien fhe draws her quills-
Her magic quill, that, like ITHuR1EL's fpear, 135
. Reveals the cloven hoof, or lengthen’d ear:

Bids Vice and Folly take their natural {hapes,

Turns Duchefles to firumpets, Beaux to apes ; -
Drags the vile Whifp’rer from his dark abode,

Till all the Deemon ftarts up from the toad. 140,

O fordid maxim, form’d to fcreen the vile,
That true good-nature fill muft wear a fmile!
In frowns array’d her beauties flronger rife,
When love of Virtue wakes her fcorn of Vice :
Where Juftice calls, ’tis Cruelty to fave; 145
And’tis the Law’s good-nature hangs the Knave.
Who combats Virtue’s foe is Virtue’s friend :
Then judge of SATIRE’s merit by her end :
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To Guilt alone her vengeance ftands confin’d,

The obje&k of her love is all Mankind. 150
Scarce more the friend of Man, the wife muft own
Ev’nAL1EN’sbounteous hand,than SATIRE’sfrown
This to chaftife, as That to blefs, was giv'n;
Alike the faithful Minifters of Heav’n.’

Oft in unfeeling hearts the fhaft is fpent: 155
Tho’ firong th’ example, weak the punithment,
They lgaft are pain’d, who merit fatire moft ;
Folly the Laureat’s, Vice was Chartres’ boaft :
Then where’s the wrang, to gibbet high the pame
Of Fools and Knaves already dead to hame? 169
Oft SATIRE a&s the faithful Surgeon’s part;
Gen’rous and kind tho’ painful isher art: -

“With caution bold, fhe only firikes to heal,

Tho’ Folly raves to break the friendly fteel.

Then fure no fault impartial SATIRE knows, 165
Kind ev’n in Vengeance, kind to Virtue’s foes.
Whofe is the crime, the fcandal too be thejrs:
The Knave and Fool are their own Libellers.
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ARE nobly then: But confcious of your tru&, ‘
As ever warm and bold be ever juft: 170
Nor court applaufe in thefe degen’rate days :
The Villain’ s cenfure is extorted pralfe.

But chief, be ﬁeady m a noble end
* And fthew Mankind that Truth has yet a friend.
*Tis mean for emptyp;a&fe of wit to write, 17§
As Foplmgs grin to thow, their Teeth are white:
To brand a dqpbtful folly, wnth a ﬁ;mle,
Or madly blaze unknown defe&s, is vde
>Tis doubly vile, when, but to prove your art,
You fix an arrow in a blamelefs heart. . * 180
O loft to honour s voxce, o] doom’d to fhame, .
Thou Flend accurs gi, hou Mpxderer of Fame ..

- Fell Ravifher, from Iﬁnocencq td tear )
That pame, than liberty, than life more dear!
. Where fhall thy bafenefs meet its juft return, 185
"Or what repay thy gmlt, but endlefs fcorn!
b
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And know, immortal T'ruth fhall mock thy toil:
Immortal Truth fhall bid the thaft recoil ;

With rage retorted, wing the deadly dagt;

And empty all its Poyfon in thy heart, ~ 198

With caution next, the dang’rous pow’r apply ;°
An eagle’s talon afks an eagle’s eye*
Let SATIRE then her proper obje@ know,
And ere the ftrike, be fure the ftyike a foe.
Nor fondly deem the real fool confeft, 195
Becaufe blind Ridicule conceives a jeft: =
Before whofe altar Virtue oft hath bled,
And oft a deftin’d Vi&im thall be led :
Lo, Shafif8’ry rears her high on Reafon’s throne,
And loads the Slave with honoursnot herown: 260 .
Big-fwoln with folly, as her fmiles provoke,
Prophanenefs fpawns, pert Dunces nurfe the joke!
Conie, let us join a while this tittering crew,
~ And own the Jdeot Guide for once is true;
Deride our weak forefather’s mufty rule, 20§
Who therefore fmil’d, becauft they faw a Fool;
Sublimer logic now adorns our ifle,
We therefore fee aFool, becaufe we fmile.
‘Truth-in her gloomy Cave why fondly feek ?

Lo, gay fhe fits in Laughter’s dimpled cheek : * 220
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~Contemns each furly Academic foe,

And cousts the fpruce Freethinker and the Beau,

Dzdalian-argumerits but few can trace,

But aH can qedd the Language of grimace,

Hence mighty Ridicule’s a]l-conqu’ring hand 215
* Shall work flerculean wonders thro’ the Land :
Bound in the magic of her cobweb chain,

You, mighty WARBURTOQN, fhall rage is vain,

In vain the tracklefs maze of Tnith You fcan,

And lend iy’ ipforming Clue to erring Man: 220

No more-fhall Reafon boaft her pow’r divine,

Her Bafe eternal thook by Folly’s mine !

Trutl’s facred Fort th’ exploded laugh fhall win ;

And Coxcombs vanquith BERKLEY by a grin.

But you, mork fage, reje&t th’ inverted rule, 225

That truth is €’er explord by Ridicule:

On truth, on falfechood let her colours fall,

She throws a dazzling glare alike on all;

As 'the gaj Prifin bt mocks the flatter’d eye,

* And gives to ev’ry objé& ev’ry dye. 230

Beware the mad Advent’rer: bold and blind

She hoifts her failj and drives with ev’ry wind 3

Deaf. as the Storm to ﬁnkmg Virtue’s groan,

Nor heeds a Fnend’ dcﬁru&xoh, or her owa.
oo o X ¥ '
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H Let clear-ey’d Reafon at the helm prefide, 235
: ~ Bear to the wind, or ftem the furious tide;

; Then Mirth may urge, when Reafon can explare,
: This point the way, that waft us glad to fhore,
f
|
|
|

Thoe’ diftant Times may rifein SATIR E” . page,
Yet chief tis Her’s to draw the prefent Age:: 240
Wxth Wifdom’s luftre, Folly’s fhade contraft,
. And’ judge the reigning Manners by the pait : -
‘Bid Britain’s Heroes (awful Shades!) arife, .
And ancient Honour beam on modern Vice: .
Point back to minds ingenuous, a&ions fair, 24§
Till the Sons bluth at what their Fathers were : -
Ere yet twas beggary the great to truft;
T Ere yet ’twas quite a folly to-be juft ;
When Jow-born Sharpers only dar'd alye,-
Or falfify’d the card, or cogg’d the dye; ;250
Ere Lewdnefs the ftain’d garb of Honour wore,
Or Chaftity was carted for the Whore ;
Vice flutter’d; in the plumes of Freedom drefs’d ;
Or public Spirit was the public jeft, o

Be ever, in a juft expreffion, bold; .~ 25§
Yet ne’er degrade fair SATIRE to aScold: « .
Let n6 unworthy mien her form debafe,

But let her fmile, and let her frovm\with grace:

'
.
N
~
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In mirth be temip’rate, temp’rate in her fpleen; )
Nor, while fhe preaches modefty, obfcene. 260
Deep let her wound, not rankle to a fore,
Nor call his Lordthip —, her Grace 2 —:
‘The Mufe’s charms refiftlefs then affail,
" When wrapt in Jrony’s tranfparent veil :
Her beauties half-conceal’d the more furprize, 265
And keener luftre fparkles in her eyes.
Then be your line with fharp encomiums grae’d :
Style Clodius honourable, Bufa chafte.

- Dart not on Folly an indignant eye: o
Who e'er difcharg’d Artillery on a Fly ? 270
Deride not Vice: Abfurd the thought and vain,

To bind the Tyger in fo weak a chain.

‘Nay more: when flagrant crimes your laughter move,
The Knave exults : to fmile is to approve.

The Mufe’s labour then fuccefs thall crown, 275
‘When Folly feels her fmile, and Vice her frown.

Know next what Meafures to each Theme belbng;
And fuit your thoughts and numbers to your fong :
On wing proportion’d to your quarry rife,

And ftoop to earth, or foar among the fkies. 280
Thus when 2 modith folly you rehearfe,
Free the expreflian, fimple be the verfe,

b3 -
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In artlefls ;mmbers paint th’ ambitious Peer
That mounts the box, and fhines a Charioteer :
In ftrains familiar fing the midnight toil ~ * - 28 .
Of Camps and Senates difciplin’d by Foyle; ~
Patriots and Chiefs, whofe deep defign invades

And carries off the captive King — of Spades/

Eet SATIRE here in milder vigour fhine,

And gayly graceful fport along the line; . 2p0
Bid ceustly Fafhion quit her-thin pretence,

And {mile each Affe@ation into fenfe.

Not fo when Virtue by her Guards betray’d,
Spurn’d from: her Throne, implores the Mufe’said ;
When crimes, which erft in kindred darknef$ lay,
Rife fiontlefs, and infult the eye of day; = 296
Indignant Hymen veils his hallaw’d fires,

And white-rob’d. Chattity with tears retires ;.
When rank Adultery on the genial bed
“Hot from Cocytus rears her baleful head'; 300
- When private Faith and. publick Truft are fold,
" And Traitors barter Liberty for gold:
When fell Corruption dark and deep, like fate,
Saps the Foundation of a finking State: -
When Giant-Vice and Irreligion rife, 308
On mountain’d falfe-hoods to invade. the § Skies : '
‘Then warmer nusbers glow thro’ SATIRE’S page,
And all her frniles are darken'd into rage:

- . 4

\\._.‘
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On eagle-wing the gains Parnaffus’ height,
Not lofty Ep1c foars a nobler flight : 310
- *Then keene; mdlgnanon fires her eye; ,
Then flath her lightnings, and her thunders fly ;
Wide and more wide her flaming bolts are hurl'd,
Fill all her wrath involves the guilty World.
Yet SATIRE oft affumes a gentler mien, = 31§

And beams on Virtue’s friends a fmile ferene:

She wounds relu&ant ; pours her balm with joy ;
Glad to commend where Worth attra&s her eye.
But chief, when Virtue, Learning, Arts dechne,
She joys tq fee-unconquer’d Merit fhine ; 330
-Where burﬁmg glorious, with departing ray, .
True Genius gilds the clofe of Britain’s Day: .
With joy fhe fees the ftream of Roman art

From MurRrAY’s tongue flow purer to the heart
Sees YorkE to Fame, €’er yet to Manhood known,
And juft to ev’ry virtue, but his own: 326
Hears unftain’d Cam with generous pride proclaim
A SaGr’s, CriTIC’S, and a PoET’s name:
Beholds, where Wipcomse’s happy hills afcend,
Each orphan’d Art and Virtue find a friend: 330
To HaGLEY’s honour’d Shade diredts her view;
And culls each flow’r, to form a Wreath for You. 4

But tread with cautjous ftep this dang’rous ground,

Befet with faithlefs precipices round :

' b 4
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Truth be your guide: difdain Ambition’s call; 335
And f you fall with Truth, you great.ly fall.

>Tis Virtue’s native lz.y?re that muft jlmze ;

The Poet can but /et it in his line:

And who unmov’d with laughter can behold

A fordid pebble méanly grac’d with gold? 340
Let real Merit then adorn your lays, '

For Shame attends on proftituted praife : -

And all your wit, your moft diftinguifh’d art

But makes us grieve you want an honeft heart.

Nor think the Mufe by SAT1RE’s Law confin’d :
She yields defcription of the nobleft kind. 346
Inferior art the Landfkip may defign,

And paint the purple ev’riin_g in the line:
Her daring thougi:t effays a higher plan;

Her hand delineates Paffion, pi@tures Man. 350

‘And great the toil, the latent foul to trace,

To paint the heart, and cateh internal grace ;

By turns bid Vice or Vi;tue firike our eyes,

Naw, bid a Wolfey or a Cromurl rife ;

Now with a touch more facred and refin’d, 355
CaliforthaCHESTERFIELD’s orLONSDALE’s mind,
Here fweet or ftrong may ev’ry Colour flow:

" Here let the pencil warm, the canvafs glow :

Of light and fhade provoke the noble firife,

And wake each fisiking feature into life, 360
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HRO’ Ages thus hath SaTiRe keenly thin’d}
TheFriend fo Trith, to Virtue, and Mankind-
Yet the bright flame ftomi Virtue neer had fprung,
And Man was guilty ere the Poet fung.
This Mufe in filence joy’d each better Age, 365
Till glowing crimes had wak’d her into'rage. ~ '+
Truth fiw her honeft fpleen with new delight,
And bade her wing her fhafts, and urge their flight, «
Firft on the Sons of Greece the prov’d her art,
And Sparta felt the fierce IAMBICK dart®. - :.-370
To LATIUM next, avenging SATIRE flew : .,
The flaming faulchion rough LuciLius b drew; ..
With dauntlefs warmth in Virtue’s caufe engag'd, -
And confcious Villains-trembled as he rag'd,

-

NoTEs.

» Archilocam proprio rabies armavit Iambo. Hox.
. b Enfe velut firiGo-quokies Lucilins ardeds ~ --= o
" Infremuie, . rabet auditor.cui figidi mens ot
" - Criminibus, tacita.-fodant preeonliscalpa. . Jux. §. i
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Then fportive Hor ACE ¢ caught the gen’rous fire s
For Sa¥ire’s bow refign’d the founding lyre: 376
Each arrog%iolith’d ' his luid was feen,

And, as it grew more polifh’d, grew more keen.
His art, conceal’d in ftudy’d negligence,

Politely. fly, cajol’d the foes: of fenfe :: 38e
He feend'd ta fpost awd trifle mith the dart,” '
But. while he fported, drove it to. the heart.

In graver firgins majeflick PERs1Us wrote, |
Big with a ripe exuberance of thaught :

Greatly fedate, comemn’d a Tyrant’s, reign, 385,

And lafh’d corruption: with a calin difdaid.

More ardent claquence,” and boundlefs rage, . -
Inflame bold JuvENAL’s exalted page,
His. nviglity numbers aw’d carcupted Rome, .
And fwrept audasigus Greathefs to its.doom ;. 390
~ The headlong tourens thwnd!ring from: og; bigh,
Reht the proud rock that lately brav’d the fky. ..

’ Norna )
.. . NN -)' . I v
e Omne vafer vitina: yidenti Flaccos arition
Tangit, et.sdtniffeb aiscens pracceddia hidit, -

€ailjdusctonfimpopuium, ffpeadesenato, . Pras 6. i.

'
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But b } the fagsd Vlﬁﬂ of Makind,
Swoln Luxury | — pale Ruin ftalks behind .
As countlefs In{e&&fmmtbe Rorth-eaft-pour, 393
To blaft the Spring, and ravage evry fow’s: -
So part'rous Millaps pread contigious death:
The fick’ning Lausel wither'd at theiz breath,, - -
Deep Superftition’s njght the.fkics o'erthung, . - °
Beneath whofe balefyl. dews the Poppy fprung. 408
Na longer Genius woo’d the Nine to lave,
But Dulnefs nadded i the Mufe’s grove ; -
Wit, Spmt, Freedoms, were the fole offence, -~
Nor aught was held fo dangerous as Senfe. -

At length, 3gain fair Science fhot her ray, ~ 408
Dawn’d in the fkies, and fpoke returning day.
Now, SATIRE, tnumph o’er thy flying foe,

.Now load thy quiver, flring thy flacken’d bow!
*Tis done— See, great ERAsMUSs breaks the fpell,
And wounds triumphant Folly in her Cell ! 430
(15 vain the folemn Cow] furrounds her face, A
Vain all her bigot cant, her four grimace)

With thame compell’d her leaden thrope to quit,

And own theforce of Reafon urg’d by Wit. 414

*T'was then ialainDo NNEinboneft vengeance rofe,
His Wit harmonious, the' his Rhyme was profe :
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He ’midft an Age of Puns and Pedants wrote
With gcnume fenﬁ, an& RMan ﬂ:rerigth of t’hcughf.

- .Yet :féarce had SA-rmn well refum’d her flame,
(Wxth grief the Mufe records her Couitry’s fhame)
Ere Britain faw the foul revolt commence, - -42§

And treach’rous Wit began Her war with Senfe. *
Then rofe 4 fhamelefs' mercenary-train,

Whom Jateft Time thall view with juft difdain :
" A race fantaftick, in whofe gaudy line = ° 425
Untutor’d thought, and tinfel beauty thine;

Wit's dhatter’d Miirror lies in ﬁ-agments bnght,
Refle@s not Nature, but confounds-the fight; -

Dry Morals the Court-Poet blu!h’d tofing:
#'Was all Inis prad'e to fajr, ¢ the oddeft thing.” “4.30 '
Proud for a jeft obfcene, a Patron’s nod, o
To ;narty: Vnr,tuc, or blgfgbgmg lu’s God

v - fated DRYDEN i who unmov’d can fce

T extremes of wit and meannefs Jom’d i Thee. "
Flamesthat could mount, and gain their kindred fkies,
Low-creeb]ﬁg in the putrid fink of vice: 436
A Mufe. whom Wlfdom woo’d, but woo’d in vain,
'he Pimp of Pow’r, ‘thé Proftitute to Gain's
Wreaths, that fhould deck fair Virtue’s form alone,
ToStrumpets,Traxtors,Tyrants,vxlely thrown: 440
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Unrival’d Parts, thefcorn of honeft fame; '~
And Genius rife', a Monument of thame ! AT

Cine ot | IS X

More. happy« France: mmorhl Bou..tAu. tlm'ef
Supported Genius 'with a Sage’s care : 22
Him with her love-propitipus. Smsms bleft, 445
And breath’d her airs divine into his breaft : '
Fancy and Seafe to form his line confpire, -

And faulﬂefs ]ndgment guides the put.eﬁ Fme.(
: f- LA

But fee, at lsmgth, the Bﬂtgﬂ: Gemus fmxle, .
And fhow'r her bounties o’er her favour’d Hle:' 450
Behold forPors fhe twines the laurel.crown, ,

- And centers ey’ry Poet’s pow’r‘in ona: "
Each Roman’y force-aderhs hix various page; =
Gay fmiles, collected frgngthy- and manly rage.
Defpairing Guilt ahd Ditlnefs loath the fight, : 455
As Spe&tes vanith at approaching light: .~ - .

In this clear Mirror with delight we view

Each jmage juftly fine,- and boldly true

Here Vicey dragg’d forth.by Truth’s fupreme decree,
Beholds apd. hates her own deformity: .- 460
~ While felf-feen Vlm.;e -in the faithful Jine .=
With modeﬂ; joy furveys her form divine,

. But oh, wha thoughts, what numbers fhall I ﬁnd

Bu faintly to exprofs the Poet's mind |~
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Who yonder:Btar’s effudgence can difplay, 55
Unlefs he-difp his pesch in the ray ?
Who paint a God, unlefs the God infpire ?
What catch the Lightuing, butthe fpeed b kire?
So, mighty Po?e, to make thy‘Genias known,
Al pow’r is weak; all aupibas «~but thy own; - 590
Each Mufe for thee with kind contention frove,
For thee éhe Grates left € Inavian grove ;
With watchful fondnefs ¢’er thy cradle hung, -
Attun’d thy voice, and form’d thy infant tongue. -
Next; te hey Bard majeRic Willom cames * 475
“The Bard énvaptur’d caught the heavinly flume:
With ‘Tafte fupérior fcomn’d the venal tribe,
Whom fear can fway, or guilty Greatnefs bnbr
At Fancy’s cfll who rear the wanton fail, *
Sport with the ftream, and trifl®' in the galo: m
-Sablimer views thy daring Spirit bound ;
Thy mighty Voyage was Craation’s round ;
Intent new Worlds of Wifdom to explore,
‘And blefs Mankind with Virtue's facredfloré ;
A fiobler joy than Wit can give, imparty - 48k
And pour a moral tranfport o’er the heart. '
Fantaftic Wit fhoots momentary fires,
. And, like a Meteor, while we gaze, expires:
Wit kindled by.the fulph’rous breath of Vice,
Like the blue lightning,” while it fhines; deftroys:
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But Genius, fird by Truth’s eternad ray, 49%
Burns clear and conftant, like the fource of day:
Like this, its beam prohﬁdk antl refin’d
Feeds, warms, infpirits, and exalts the mind’; '
Mildly difpels each wint'ry‘Paffion’s gloom; " - 493
And opens all the Virtues into bloom. A
This Praife, immortal Popz, to thee be givih:
Thy ‘Genius was indeed a Gift from Heav'n. :
Hail, Bard unequal'd, in whofe deathlefs lme :
Reafon and Wit with ﬁrength éolleCtid thive ;' 5 co
Where matchlefs Wit but wins the fécond praife,
Loft, nobly loft, in Truth's fuperior blaze.
DidFriznpsu1p e%er miflead thy wand’ring Mufe?
That Friendthip fure may plead the great ‘excufe:
That facred Friendfhip which infpit'd thy: Song, 505
Fair in defe&, and amiably wrong. =~ °
Error like this ev’n Truth can fcarce reprove 3
*Tis almoft Virtue when it flows from Love.

Ye deathlefs Names, ye Sons of endlefs praife,
By Virtue crown’d with never-fading bays!  §10
Say, fhall an artlefs Mufe, if you infpire, ’
Light her pale lamp at your immortal fire ? -

Or if, O WaRrBURTON, infpir'd by You,
"The daring Mufe a nobler path purfue,
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By You mfpu’d, on trcmblmg pinion foar,  §i§
The facred founts of focial blifs explore, - =
In her bold numbers chain the Tyrant’s rage,
And bxd :ber. Country’s Glary ﬁrc her page:

If fuch he: fate, do thou, fau' Truth, defcend

And watchful guard her in an honeft end: ~ §20
~ Kindly fevere, inftruct her equal line '

_ To court no Friend, ner own a Foe but thine.

But if_her giddy eye fhould vainly quit Lo
Thy facred paths, to run the maze of wit;
If her apo{tato heart fhould €’er incline . 52§

To offer incenfe at éomlpt»on s fhrine ;

‘Urge, urge thy pow’r, the black attempt confound,
And dafh the fmoaking Cenfer to the ground.
Thu&aw’d to fear, inflructed. Bards may. fee, .
"That Guil€ is doom’d to .ﬁnk in. Infamy 530
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| THE
DESIGN.

HAVING propofed to write fome pieces on Hu-

man Life and Manners, fuch as (to ufe my lord
Bacon’s expreffion) come beme to Mew's Bufinefs and
Bofoms, 1 thought it more fatisfatory to begin with
confidering Man in the abftra&t, his Nature and his
State fince, to prove any moral duty, to enforce any
moral precept, ortoexamine the perfection or imper-
fection of any creature whatfoever, it is neceflary firft
to know what condition and relation it is placed ip, and
what is the proper end and ﬁ:rpafc of its being.

The fcience of Human Nature is, like al other
{ciences, reduced to a Jew clear peints: Thete are
ndt many certain truths in this world. It is therefore

-in the Anatomy of the mind as in that of the Body;
~more good will accrue to mankind by attending to
the large, open, and perceptible parts, than by
ftudying too much fuch finer nerves and veflels, the
confyomxations and ufes of which will for ever efca;
our obfervation. The difputes are all upon thefe laft,
and, I will venture to fay, they have lefs tharpened
the wits than the bearts of men againft each other,
and have diminifhed the pratice, more than advan-
ced the theory, of Morality. If I could flatter my-
felf that this Eflay has any merit, it is in fteering
betwixt the extremes of do&rines feemingly oppofite,
in paffing over terms utterly unintelligible, and in
forming a temperate yet not inconfifient, and a fhort
yet not imperfeé? fyftem of Ethics,



THE DESIGN.

This I might have done in profe; but I chofe yerfe,
and eveny rhynde, for two realons. ‘The one will ap-
pear obvious; that principles, maxims, or precepts
fo written, both ftrike the reader more ftrongly at
firft, and are more eafily retained by him afterwards :
The other may feem odd, but is true, I found I could
exprefs them more fhortly this way than in profe it-
felf ; and nothing is more certain, than that much of
the force as well as grace of arguments or inftru&ions,. -
depends on their concifenefs. I was unable to treat
this part of my fubje® more in detail; without be-
coming dry and tedious ; or more poetisally, without
facrificing perfpicuity to ornament, without wan-
dring from the precifion, or breaking the chain of
reafoning: If any man can unite all thefe without
diminution of any of them, I freely confefs he will
compafs a thing above my capacity.

. What is now publithed, is only to be confidered
as a general Map of MAN, marking out no mote
than the greater parts, their extent, .their limits,- and
their connection, but leaving the particular to be more
. fully delineated in the charts which areto fbllov‘v.v
Confequently, thefe Epiftles in their ‘progrefs (if T
have health and leifure to make any progrefs) will
be lefs dry, and more fufceptible of poetical orna-
ment, ] am here only opening the fauntains, and
clearixg the paflage. To deduce the riwers, to fol-
low them in their courfe, and to obferve their effes,
may bg a tafk mere agreeable.
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ESSAY on MAN,
'. F.O UR EPISTLES,

H. 8§t jobn, Lord Bolingbroke.

ARGUMENT or
EPISTLE L

Of the Nature and State of Man with refpect to the
' UNIVERSE.

OF Man in the abfiraét.—1. That we can judge on

. with regard to our own fyftem, being ignorant of t
- relations of fyflems and things, ¥ 17, &c. II. That
- Man is not to be deemed imperfelt, but a Being
Juited o his place and rank in the creation, agreeable
to the general Order of things, and conformable to
Ends and Relations to him unknown, ¥ 35, &c.
1. That it is partly uKn bis ignorance of future



..

. ferable, ¥ 173, &ic.

" quence of a
“ widence, both as te our prefent and future ftate,

ARGUMENT.

events, and partly upon the hope of a future flate,
shat allbi:baspim sin the prefens deponds, 3 37, 8ic. .
IV. The pride of aiming at more knowledge, and
pretending to more Perfection, the caufe of Man's
error and mifery.  The impiety of putting bimfelf in
the place of God, and judging of the fitncfs or unfit-
nafs, perfection or imperfelion, juftice or injuflice,
bis dg‘;}mj&tims, y xogf&c. j% The abﬁi{'flity g’ -
concesting himfelf the final caufe of the creation, or
expecting that perfeition in.the moral world, which
is not in the natural, ¥ 131, &c. VI. The unrea-
fonablenefy of 'his complaints againft Prowidence, -
while on the one band he demands the Perfeétions of
the Angels, and on the other the bodily qualifications
:f the Brutes 5 though, to poffe(s any of the fenfitive
aculties in a higher degree, would render him wi-
VIL. That throughout the whele
vzﬁbk world, an univerfal order and gradation in
the fenfual and mental faculties is obferved, whick
cayfes a fubordination of cregqture to creature, and
of all creatures to Man. The gradations of fenfe,
inftin&, thought, refleftion, reafon; that Reafon
alome countervails all the other faculties, ¥ 207.

. VIIL. How much farther this arder and fubordina-.
“tion of living creatures may extend, aboye and be-

low us 5 were any part of which broken, not that

“part only, but the whole connefled creation must be

defiroyed, 3 233. 1X. The extravagance, madnefs,
énd pride, ;f Juch a-defire, 3 250. X. The confe-
ll, the abfolute fubmiffion due te Pro-

-3 281, &c. 10 the exd.
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CEPISTLE L

0

wAKE, my ST Joun! leave all meaner things
To low ambition, and the pride of Kings.

Let us (fince Life can little moré fupply

Than juft to-look about us and to die)

Expatiate free o’er all this fcene of Man ; [+

A'mighty.maze! but not without a plan;

A Wild, where weeds and flow’rs promifcuous fhoot ;
- Or Garden, tempting with forbidden fruit.

' NoTEs.

The Opening of this poem,
in ﬁftcer‘:e linegs, is takl:: up
in giving an account of the
Subje& ; which, agreeably
to the title, is an Essay on

* MAN, oraPhilofophical En-

.

quisyinto hisNatureand Exd),
his Pafions and Purfuits.
The Exordium relates to
the whole work, of which
the Efay on Man was only
the firft book. The 6th, 7th,
and 8th lines allude to the
fubjells of this Effay, viz. the

* general Ordet and Defign of

Providence ;' the Conftituti-
on of the human Mind ; the
origi, ufe, and end, of the
Paffions and Affetions, both
felfith and focial ;- and the
wrong parfuits of Power,

A2 .

Pleafure, and Happinefs.
The 10th, 11th, 12th, e,
have relation to the fubjets
of the bocks intended to fol-
low, @r%. the Charadters and
Capacities of Men, and the
Limits of Learning and Ig-
norance. The 13th and 14th,
to the Knowledge of Man-
kind, and the various Man-
ners of the age.

- Vir.7, 8. AWild—Or
Garden,] The Wild relates
to the human pa/fions, pro-
duétive (as he explains in the
fecond epiftle) both of good
and evil.«The,G:f:rdm, to hu-
man réafin, fo often temptin,
us to trae;fgre{a the btfundgs '
God has fet to it, and wan-
der in fruitlefs enquiries.

-~




4 ESSAY ON MAN.

Er. L

Together let us beat this ample field,

Try what the open, what the covert yield ;

10

The latent tradls, the giddy heights, explore
Of all who blindly creep, or fightlefs foar ;
Eye Nature’s walks, fhoot Folly as it flies,
* And catch the Manners living as they rife;;
Laugh where we muft, be candid where we can; 1§
But vindicate the ways of God to Man.
I. Say firft, of God above, or Man below,
‘What can we reafon, but from what we know?
. Of Man, what fee we but his ftation here,

’ ‘
From which to reafon, or to which refer ?

20

NoTEs.

Ver. 12, Of all who
blindly creep, &c.] i.e.
‘Thofe who only follow the
blind guidance of their Paf-
fions; or thofe who leave
behind them common fenfe
and fober reafon, in their
high ﬂifghts through the re-

ions of Metaphyfics. Both
which follies are expofed in
the fourth epiftle, where the
popular and philofophical
errors concerning Happinefs
are fpoken of. The figure
here is taken from animal
life. )

© VER. 15. Laugh avbere
we muffy &c.] Intimating

that human follies are fo
ftrangely abfurd and ridicu-
lous, that it is not in the
power of the moft compafro-
nate, on fome occafions, to
reftrain their mirth: And
that human crimes are fo fla-
gitious, that the moft candid
have feldom an opportunity,
on this fubje&, to exercife
their virtue.
VER. 19, 20.

Of Man, awbat fec we
bis flation bere,
From awbich to reafon, or to

awbich refer )
The fenfe is, awe fee nothing
of Man, but as be fands at

bug
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ESSAY ON MAN. - 5

Thro’ worlds unnumber’d tho” the God be known,

- *T'is ours to trace him only in our own. ’
He, who thro’ vaft immenfity can pierce,

See worlds on worlds compofe one univerfe,

Obferve how fyftem into fyftem runs,

25

‘What -other Planets circle other funs,

What vary’d Being peoples ev’ry ftar,

May tell why Heav’n has made us as we are.
But of this frame the bearings, and the ties,

The ftrong conne&tions, nice dependencies,

30

Gradations juft, has thy pervading foul
Look’d thro’? or can a part contain the whole ?

NorTEs.

prefent in bis fation bere :
" From aibich fation, all our
regfonings on bis nature and

end muft be drawn ; and to |

. this fation they muft be all
piferred. The confequence
is, all oar reafonings on his
;:mi and "’;'f& muft needs

very im| .

VEr. z?.el:‘l'bro’ worlds
unnumber’d, &'¢c.). Hunc cog-
nofcimus folummodo per Pro-
prietates fuas & Attributa,
& per fapientiffimas & opti-
mas rerum firuturastS cau-
Jfas finales. Newtoni Princ.
Schol. gen. fub fin.

V&R, 30. The firong con-

nelions, wice dependencies,]
The thought is very noble, .
and expreffed with great
philofophic beauty and ex-
altnefs. The fyftem of the -
Univerfe is a combination
of natural and moral Fit-
nefles, as the human fyftem
is of body and fpiriz. By the

Jfirong conne&ions, therefore,

the Poet alluded to the na--
tural ; and by the nice
dependencies to the moral.
For the Effay on Max is not
a fyftem of Naturalifn, but -
of natural Religion. Hence
itis, that, wherg he fuppofes
diforders mdy tend to fome

A3



6 ESSAY ON MAN. ' Er.L
Is the great chain, that draws all to agree;
And drawn fupports, upheld by God, or thee?
I Prefumptuous Man! the reafon wouldft thou find,
Why form’d fo weak, fo little, and fo blind? 36 )
Firft, if thou canft, the harder reafon guefs,
. Why form’d no weaker, blinder, and no lefs?
Afk of thy mother earth, why oaks are made
Taller or ftronger than the weeds they thade? 40
Or afk of yonder argent fields above, ‘
Why Jove’s Satellites are-lefs than Jove ?
" Of Syftems poffible, if ’tis confeft
That Wifdom infinite muft form the beft,
Where all muft full or not coherent be, 48
And all that rifes, rife in due degree ;
Then, in the fcale of reas’ning life, ’tis plain,
There muft be, fomewhere, fuch a rank as Man:
And all the queftion (wrangle e’er fo lang)
Is only this, if God has plac’d him wrong ? 50
‘ "~ NoTks.

eater in the satural | good in the weral, asappears
Sorld, hmpofes they may | from thefe fublime imagesin
tend likewife to fome greater | the following lines,

I s or earthquakes break not Hea'n’s defign,
then & Borgia, or a Catiline? :
-Whe knonvs, but be, whofe band the light'ning forms, -
Who beaves old Ocean, and awbo awings the florms ;
Poure fierce Ambition in a Cafar’s mind,
Qr tarns yong Awmen losfe to fcourge mankind ¢
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Refpe&mg Man, whatever wrong we call,
May, muft be right, as relative to all.

In hyman works, tho’ labour’d on with pain, |
A thoufand movéments fcarce one purpofe gain ;

dn God’s, one fingle can it’s end produce 3 55
Yet ferves to fecond too forhe other ufe.
*So Man, who here feems principal alone,

Perhaps ats fecond to fome fphere uhknown,

. Touches fome wheel, or verges to fome goal ;

*Tis but a part we fee, and not a whole. 6o .
‘When the proud fteed fhall know whyMan reftrains

. His fiery courfe, or drives him o’er the plains ;
‘When the dull Ox, why now he breaks the clod,

Is now a vi&im, and riow ZEgypt's God :

Then {hall Min’s pride and dulnefs comprehend 65
* His aéhons paffions’, being’s, ufe and end;
Why doing, fuff’ring, check'd, impelPd ; and why
Thuheuraﬂave, the hext a deity.

VaRIATIONS.
In the former Ediions y 64.
Now wears a garland an Zgyptian God.
After y 68. the following lines in firft Ed.
Ifeobeperfe&macertamfpkm,
What matters foon or late, or here or there ¥
The bleft to-day is as completely fo

Ry who began ton ﬂmxfund’yngc .
4 3



¢  ESSAY ON MAN.  ErnlL

Then fay not Man’s imperfe&, Fleav’n in fault;
Say rather, Man’s as perfect as he ought: 40
His knowledge meafur’d to his ftate and place;

His time a moment, and a point his fpace.

If to be perfe& in a certain fphere,

What matter, foon or late, .or here or there ? .
‘The bleft to-day is as completely fo, 95
As who began a thoufand years ago. -

IIT. Heav’n from all creatures hides the book of Fte,

All but the page prefcrib’d, ‘their prefent ftate :
" From brutes whiit men, from men what fpirits know
Or who could fuffer Being here below ? - 8o
The lamb thy riot dooms to bleed to-day,
Had he thy Reafon, would he fkip and play ?
Pleas’d to the laft, he crops the flow’ry food,
And licks the hand juft rais’d to fhed his blood.
Oh blindnefs to the future ! kindly given, 85
‘That each may fill the circle mark’d by Heav’n:
* 'Who fees with equal eye, as God of all,
A hero perith, or a fparrow fall,
VariaTIONS.
After ¥ 88, in the MS.
No great, no little ; ’tis as much decreed
T}m Virgil’s Gnat fhould die as Czfar bleed,

NoTEs.
Vir. 87. Who foes with equal ye, £¢.] Mat, %, 29+
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Atorns or fyftems into ruin hurld, .
And now a bubble burft, and now a world, 90
Hope humbly then ; with trembling pinions foar ;
- Wait the great teacher Death; and God adore, -
What future blifs, he gives not thee to know,
But gives that Hope to be thy blefling now.
Hope fprings eternal in the human breaft : 95
Man neverIs, but always To be bleft :
The foul, uneafy and confin’d from home,
Refts and expatiates in a life to come. (
Lo, the poor Indian! whofe untutor’d mind
Sees God in clouds, or hears him in the wind ; 100
His foul, proud Science never taught to ftray
Far as the folar walk, or milky way;
Yet fimple Nature to his hope has giv’n, )
" _Behind the cloud-topt hill, an humbler heav’n ;

-VARIATIOQNS.

In the firft Fol. and Quarto, ¥ 93.

What blifs above he gives not thee to know,
But gives that Hope to be thy blifs d¢/ow.

NorTEs.

VEr. 97.— frm bome,] | of "probation for another,
By thefe words, it was the | more fuitable to the effence
poet’s purpofe to teach, that | of the foul, and to the free
the prefent life is onlya ftate | exercife of it's qualities.
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- Some fafer world in depth of woods embrac’d, 105
Some happier ifland in the wat’ry wafte,
Where {laves once more their native land behold,
No fiends torment, no Chriftians thirft for gold.
To Be, contents his natural defire, .
He afks no Angel’s wing, no Seraph’s fire; 110
But thinks, admitted to that equal fky,

" His faithful dog fhall bear him company.

IV. Go, wifer thou! and, in thy fcale of fenfe,

Weigh thy Opinion againft Providence ;
Call imperfeftion what thou fancy’ft fuch, 11§
Say, here he gives too little, there too much:
Deftroy all creatures for thy fport or guft,
Yet cry, If Man’s unhappy, God’s unjuft; .
If Man alone ingrofs not Heav’n’s high care,
Alone made perfe& here, immortal there: " 120
Snatch from his hand the balance and the rod,
Re-judge his juftice, be the Gop of Gonp.

VARIATIONS:

After ¥ 108. in the firlt Ed.
But does he fay the maker is not good,
Till he’s exalted to what fiate ke wou'd :
Himfelf alone high Heav’n’s peculiar care,
Alone made happy when he will, and where?
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 InPride, in rcas‘ning Pride, our error liess
All quit their fphere, and rufh into the fkies..

Pride fill is aiming at the bleft abodes,

125

Men would be Angels, Angels would be Gods.
Afpiring to be Gods, if Angels fell,

Afpiring to be Angels, Men rebel :

And who but withes to invert the laws -

Of ORDER, fins againft th’ Eternal Caufe.

130

\ . V. AfK for what end the heav’nly bodies thine,
Earth for whofe ufe? Pride anfwers, ¢¢’T'isfor mine:
¢ For me kind Nature wakes her genial pow’r,

¢¢ Suckles each herb, and fpreads out ev’ry flow’r ;

NoTsrs.

VER. 123 Ix Pride,89¢.)
Arnobius haspafled the fame
cenfure on thefe very follies,
which he fuppofes to arife
from the caufe here “affign.
ed.—Nihil eft quod nos fal-
lat, nibil quod nobis pollice-
atur fpes caffas (id quod no-
wapwﬁzﬁmwﬁm
immoderara fui opinione [ub-
latis)animas imla{}":,
Deo, rerum ac principi, gra-
- dwpreximas dignitatis, geni-
tore illo ac patre prolatas,
divinas, fapientes, doias,

tiome comtiguas. Adverfus
entes.

VEeRr. 131. AR for what
end, &¢c.] If there be any
fault in thefe lines, it is not
in the general fentiment, but
a want of ‘ex;&ncfsheinhe;.

ng it.—It is the high-
lel,irteﬂ:lb%v.u'dity to think that
Earth is man’s foot-flool, his
canopy the Skies, and the
beavenly -bodies lighted up
principally for his ufe ; yet
not fo, to fappofe fruits
and minerals given for this

" meque wila corporis attre8a- | end
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‘¢ Annua] for me, the grape, the rofe, renew, 135

¢ "The juice ne@areous, and the balmy dew

¢¢ For me, the mine a thoufand treafures brings ;

¢ For me, health guthes from a thoufand fprings;

¢¢ Seas roll to waft me, funs to light merife;

¢ My foot-ftool earth, my canopy the fkies.” 140
But errs not Nature from this gracious end,

¥rom burning funs when livid deaths defcend,

‘When earthquakes fwallow, or when tempefts fweep

‘Towns to one grave, whole nations to the deep?

¢ No (’tis reply’d)‘ the firft Almighty Caufe 145

¢ A&s not by partial, but by gen’ral laws;

¢ Th’ exceptions few; fome change fince all began ¢

_ ¢ And what created perfe& i”’-—~Why then Man?

If the great end be human Happinefs,

Then Nature deviates; and canMan do lefs? 1 50

NorTEs.

- VER. 150. Then Nature
deviates, &fc.]  While
¢ comets move in very ec-
¢¢ centric orbs, in all man-
“ ner of pofitions, blind
¢ Fate could never makeall
“¢ the planets' move one and
¢¢ the fame way in orbs con-
¢¢.centric; fome inconfider-

¢ able irregularities except- ]

¢ ed, which may have rifen

¢ from the mutual attions.

“ of comets and planets up-
¢ on one another, and which
““ will be apt to increafe,
¢ °till this {yftem wants a

‘¢ refarmation.” Sir Jfaac.

“ Newton's Optics, Quef.

1/

Er.'I.
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As much that end a conftant courfe requires

Of thow’rs and fun-fhine, as of Man’s defires ; -

As much eternal fprings and cloudlefs fkies,

As Men for ever temp’rate, calm, and wife. 154

If plagues or earthquakes break not Heav’n’s deﬁgn,

Why then a Borgia, ot a Catiline?

Who knows but he, whofe hand the light’ning forms,

Who heaves old Ocean, and whowings the ftorms ;

Pours fierce Ambition in a Cafar’s mind, 159

Or turns young Ammon loofe to fcourge mankind ?
- From pride, from pride, our very reas’ning fprings;

Account for moral, as for nat’ral things:

Why charge we Heav’n in thofe, in thefe acquit ?

In both, to reafon right is to fubmit.

Better for Us, perhaps, it might appear, 165

‘Wete there all harmony, all virtue here ;'

That never air or ocean felt the wind ;

That never paffion difcompos’d the mind.

But aLL fubfifts by elemental ftrife’; ,

And Paffions are the élements of Life. 170

The gen’ral ORDER,- fince the'whole began,

Is kept in Nature,  and is kept in Man.

NorTEs.

" Ver. 169. But ALL fub-

extended in Ep. ii. from
Sifts, €9c.] See this fubjedt

¥ gotortz, 155, &fe. P.
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. VL.Whatwould thisMan? Now upward will he foar,,
And little lefs than Angel, would be more;

Now looking downwards, juft as griev’d appears
To want the ftrength of bulls, the fur of bears,
Made for his ufe all creatures if he call,

Say what their ufe, had he the pow’rs of all ?

. Nature to thefe, without profufion, kind, -

The proper organs, proper pow’rs affign’d ;

Each feeming want compenfated of courfe; .
Here with degrees of fwiftnefs, there of force ;
All in' exa& proportion to the ftate ;

Nothing to add, and nothing to abates

Each beaft, each infe&, happy in it’s own:

Is Heav’n unkind to Man, and Man alone?
" Shall he alone, whom rational we call,
Be pleas’d with nothing, if not blefs’d with all ?

The blifs of Man (could Pride that blefling find) .

Is not to act or think beyond mankind ; 190

NorTeEs.

VEer. 174. And little lefs
than Angel, &c.] Thon baft
made bima little lower than
the Angels, and baft ¢rown-
ed him with glory and bo-
noxr. Pfalm viii: g.

Ver. 182. Here awith de-
 grees of fawiftnefs, Ec.] It

is a certain axiom in the
anatomy of creatures, that

.in proportion as they are

formed for ftrength, their
fwiftnefs is leffened ; or as

they are formed for fwift-

nefs, their ftrength is a-
bated. P.

Er. 1.

174

" 180

185

i
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No pow’rs of body or of foul to fhare,

15

But what his nature and his ftate can bear,
‘Why has not Man a microfcopic eye ?
For this plain reafony Man is not a Fly.

Say what the ufe, were finer optics giv'n,

195

‘T’ infpe& a mite, not comprehend the heav’n?
* Or touch, if tremblingly alive all o’er,

To fmart and agonize at.ev’ry pore ?

.Or. quick effluvia darting thro’ the brain,

" Die of a rofe in aromatic pain?

200

If nature thunder’d in his op’ning ears,

And ftunn’d him with the mufic of the fpheres,
How would he with that Heav’n had left him ftill
“The whifp’ring Zephyr, and the purling rill ?

‘Who finds not Providence all good and wile,

205

Alike in what it gives, and what denies?

NorEs.

c‘;’lk. 202. s;:u”’bd In‘ui
with the muficof the fpberes,
This inﬂan'fe is poe{?wl and
even fublime, but mifplaced.
He is arguing philofophical-
ly in a cafe that required him
to employ the real objeds
of feniPe only : And, whatis
worfe, he fpeaks of this as a
real obje. — If NATURE
thunder'd, &c. The cafe is
different where (in ¥ 253)

he fpeaks of the motion of
the heavenly bodies under
the fablime Imagery of ru/-

ing Angels : For whether
there be raling Angels orno,
there is real motion, which

was all his nt want-

ed-; bat if there be no mufic
of the fpbrres, there was no

real found, which his ar-

gument could not do with-

out.
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VII. Far as Creation’s ample range extends,
The fcale ‘of fenfual, mental pow’rs afcends ¢
Mark how it mounts, to Man’s imperial race,

From the green myriads in the peopled grafs :

210

What modes of fight betwixt each wide extreme,
The mole’s dim curtain, and the lynx’s beam:
Of fmell, the headlong lionefs between,

And hound fagacious on the tainted green:

Of hearing, from the life that fills the flood,

21§

"T'o that which warbles thro’ the vernal wood :
The fpider’s touch, how exquifitely fine !
Feels at each thread, and lives along the line:
In the nice bee, what fenfe fo fubtly trye
From pois’nous herbs extra&s the healing dew? 22¢
"How Inftin& varies in the grov'ling fwine,
Compar’d, half-reas’ning elephant, with thine!
*Twixt thaty and Reafon, what a nice barrier ;
For ever fep’rate, yet for ever near! '

NorTEs.

VEr. 213. The beadlong
Jione/i] The manner of the
Lions hunting their prey in
the deferts of Africa is this:
At their firft going out in
- the night-time they fetup a
loud roar, and then liften to
the noife made by the beafts
in their flight, purfuing them

by the ear, and not by the
noftril. It is probable the
ftory of the jackal’s hunting
for the lion, was occafioned
by obfervation of this defe&t
of fcent in that terrible ani-
mal. P.

VERr. 224. For ewver
Jep'rate, &¢c.] Near, by the




’

“Ep. I

ESSAY ON MAN.
Remembrance and Refle&tion how ally’d ;

17
225

‘What thin partitions Senfe from Thought divide:
And Middle natures, how they long to join,
Yet never pafs th? infuperable line!

Without this juft gradati

Subjeéted, thefe to thofe, or all to thee?

No

fimilitude of the operations;

Jeparate, by the immenfe
difference in the nature of
the powers.

Ver. 226. What thin
partitions, &c.] So thin,
that the Atheiftic philofo-
phers, as Protagoras, held
that thought awas only fenfe;
and from thence concluded,
that every imagination or
opinion of every man was
true: Nica puilacla cly drnbic.
But the. poet determines
more philofophically ; that
they are really and effen-
tially different, how #bin
foever the partition is by
which they are diwided. Thus
(to illuftrate the truth of this
obfervation) when a geome-
ter confiders a triangle, “in
order to demonftrate the e-
quality of it’s three angles
‘to two right ones, he has
the piGture or image of fome

on, could they be
230

TES.

fenfible triangle in his mind,
which is fenfe ; yet notwith-
ftanding, he muft needs have
the notion or idea of an in+
telle@tual triangle likewife,
which is thoxghs ; for this
plain reafon, ﬁecanfe every
image or pitare of a trian-
gle muft needs be obtufan-
gular, or re®angular, or a- -
cutanguolar ; but that which,
in his mind, is the fubje& of
his propofition is the ratio
of a triangle, undetermined
to any of thefe fpecies. On
this account it was that Ari-
ftotle faid, Nohuala 7 Qoley
73 pd pavléopala thai, 3 40 ral-
ra parldopala, dAX" dx dvev Pay-
Teopuérar. The conceptions of
the mind differ fomewbat
Sfrom fenfible images 5 they
are not fenfible images, and
yet not quite free or difen~

- gaged from fenfible images.

B
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The pow'rs of all fubdu’d by thee alone,
Is not thy Reafon all thefe pow’rs in one?
VIIL. See, thro’ this air, this ocean, and this earth,
All matter quick, and burfting inte birth.
Above, how high, progreflive life may go! 235
Around, how wide ! how deep extend below !
Vaft chain of Being! which from God beg:an,
Natures zthereal, human, angel, man,
Beaft, bird, fith, infe&, what no eye can fee,
No glafs can reach ; from Infinite to thee, 240
From thee to Nothing.—On fuperior pow’rs
Were we to 'prefs, ‘inferier might on ours:
Or in the full creation leave a void,
Where, one ftep broken, the great fcale’s deftroy’d :
From Nature’s chain whatever link you ftrike, 245
Tenth or ten thoufandth, breaks the chain alike.
And, if each fyftem in gradation roll
“Alike effential to th' amazing Whole,

- VARIATIONS.
Ver. 238. Ed. 1ft.
Ethereal effence, fpirit, fubftance, man.

NorTES.

VeRr.243. Or in the full | full and woid here meant,
creation leave a woid, €] | relating not to Matter, but
This is only an illuftratian, | to Life.
alluding to the Peripatetic VER. 247. And, if each
plenum .and wacuum ;  the | fiflemin gradationzall] The
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19

‘The leaft confufion but in one, not all

‘That fyftem only, but the Whole muft falls

250

Let Earth unbalanc’d from her orbit fly,
Planets and Suns run lawlefs thro’ the fky ;
Let ruling Angels from their fpheres be hurl’d,

Being on Being wreck’d,

and world on world ;

Heav’n’s whole foundations to their centre nod, 25§
And Nature trembles to the throne of Gods .
All this dread ORDER break — for whorit ? fot thee ?
Vile worm ! «— oh Madnefs ! Pride! Impiety!

IX. What if the foot, ordain’d the duft to tread,

Or hand, to toil, afpird to be the head ? 260
, ' NorTes.
verb alludes to the motion of | tonic principle for the foun.

the planetary bodies of each
fyftem ; and to the figures
defcribed by that motion.

VEr.251. Let Earth un-
balanc’d ] i.e. Being no
longer kept within it’s orbit
by the different diretions
of it’s progreflive and at-
trallive motions ; which,
like equal weights in a ba-
lance, it in an equi-
libre.

"VER. 263. Let raling

‘ Angels, &¢c.] The poet,

throughout this poem, with
great art ufes an advantage,
which his employing a P/a-

- Grace.

dation of his Effay had af-
forded him ; and that is the
exprefling himfelf (as here)
in Platonic notions ; which,
luckily for his purpofe, are
highly poetical, at the fame
time that they add a grace
to the uniformity of his rea-
foning.

VEr. 259. What if the
Sfoot, &9¢c.] This fine ilu-
firation in defence of the
Syfiem of Nature, is taken
from St Paul/, who employ-
ed it to defend the Syfem of

Ba
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Er. 1.

What if the head, the eye, or ear repin’d
To ferve mere engines to the ruling'Mind ?
Juft as abfurd for any part to claim '
To be another, in this gen’ral frame:

Juft as abfurd, to mourn the tafks or pains,

265

The great directing MIND of ALL ordains,, -
All are but parts of one ftupendous whole,
Whofe body Nature is, and God the foul ;

NorTEs.

Ver. 265. Fuf as ab-
furd, &¢c.] “See the Profecu-
tion and application of this
in Ep.iv. P.

Ver. 266. The great di-
re@ing Minp, &c.] Vene-
ramur autem &9 colimus ob
dominium. Deus enim fine
dominio, providentia, & cax-
Sis finalibus, nibil aliud eft

uam FaTum ¢ NaTura.
f‘lewwni Princip. Schol. ge-
ner. fub finem.
. VEer. 268. Whofe body
Natare is, &c] A certain
examiner remarks, on this
line, that ‘¢ A Spinozift
¢ would exprefs himfelf in
¢¢ this Manner.” [ believe
he would, and fo, we know,
would St Paul too, when.

writing on the fame fubje&,
namely the omniprefence of
God in his Providence, and
in his Subftance. Jn bim awe
live, and move, and bave
our being ; i. e. weare parts

of him, bis offspring, .as = '

the Greek poet, a pantheift

voted bylzz: ApoP;l.:, ob-
erves : And the reafon is,
becaufe a religious theift,
and an impious pantheift,’
both profefs to believe the
omniprefence of God. But
would Spinoza, as Mr Pope
does, call God the great di-
re&ting Mind of all, who
hath intentionally created a
perfe& Univerfe ? Or would
a Spinozift have told us,

Tbe workman from the work difinét was known, ‘
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2x

That, chang’d thro’ all, and yet in all ‘the fame;
Great in the earth, asin th’ thereal frame; 270

NorTEs.

a line that overtarns all Spi-
nozifm from it's very foun-
dations.

But this fublime defcrip-
tion of the Godhead con-
tains: not only the divinity

of St Paul ; but, if that
will not fatisfy the men he
writes againft, the philofe-
oy likewife of Sir Ifaac
Newton. .

The poet fays,

All are bat parts of ene flupendous whole,
Wbofe body Nature is, and God the foul,

. That, chang’d thro’ all, and yet in all the fame;
Great in the earth, asin th’ atbereal frame,
Warms in the fun, refrefbes in the breexe,
Glows in the fars, and bloffoms in the trees,
Lives thro' all life, extends thro’ all exient,
Spreads undivided, operates usfpent.

The Philofopher : — In ipfa
continentar 8 moventur uni-
verfa, fed abfque mutua paf-
Siome. Deus nibil patitur ex
corporum motibus 5 illa nul-
lam fintiunt refiflentiam ex
omniprefentia Dei.— Corpo-
re omni & figura cosporea

Mr Poﬁe :

deflituitur—Omnia. regit &
omnia cognefcit.—Cum una-
quaque Spatii particula fit
Semper, & unumguodgue Du-
nrationis indivifibile momen-
tum, ubigue, certe rerwm om-
sium.Fabricator ac Dominus

noy. arif munquam, nu/guan.

Breathes in our foul, informs our mortal part,
s full, as perfe&t, in a bair, as beart 3
As fall; as perfel, in vile Max that mourns,
As the rapt Seraph that aderes and burns :
To bim no biflt, no low, no great, no fmall 3

He plls, ke

ounds, conmelts, and equals all,

B3
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‘Warms in the fun, refrefhes in the breeze,
Glows in the ftars, and bloffoms in the trees,

NoTEes., °

8ir Ifaac Newton : — Axox
ex phenomenis conflat effe
ontem incorporesm, viven-
tem, intelligentem, omnipree-
Jentem, qui in fpatio infinito,
tanquam fenforio fuo, res ip-
Jas intime cernat, penitufque
perfpiciat, totafque intra fe
prafens prafentes compleSa-
tur.

But now admitting, for
argument’s fake, there was
an ambiguity in thefe ex-
preflions, fo great, as that
a Spinozift might employ
them to exprefs his own par-

. ticular principles ; and fuch
a thing might well be, be-
caufe the Spinozifts, in or-
der to hide the impiety of
their principle, are ufed to
exprefs the Omniprefence of
God in terms that any reli

gious Theift might employ.
In this cafe, I fay, how are
we to judge of the poet’s
meaning ? Surely by the
whole tenor of his argu-
ment. Now take the words
jo the {enfe of the Spino-
zifts, and he is made, in the

conclufion of his epiftle, to

~
~

overthrow all ‘he has been
advancing throughout the
body of it: For Spinozifm
is the deftru&tion of an Uni-
verfe, where every thing
tends, hy a forefeen contri-
vance in all it’s parts, to the
perfe&ion of the whole. But
allow him to employ the
palfage in the fenfe of St
Paul, That we and all crea-

tures live, and move, and

bawe our being in God ; and
then it will be feen to be
the moft logical fupport of

all that had preceded. For*

the poet having, as we fay,
laboured through his epiftle
to prove, that every thing
in the Univerfe tends, by a
forefeen contrivance, and a
prefent dire&ion of all it's
parts, to the perfeftion of

the whole; it might be ob-

jefted, that fuch a difpofi-
tion of things implying in
God a painful, operofe, and
inconceivable extent of Pro-
vidence, it could not be fup-
pofed that fuch care extend-
ed to 2/, but was confined

to the more nable parts of
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Lives thre’ all life, extends thro’ all extent,

Spreads-undivided, operates unfpent ;

-Breathes in-our foul, informs our mortal part, 275

As full, as perfe&, in a hair as heart;

As full, ds ﬁerfe&, in vile Man that mourns,

As the rapt Seraph that adores and burns :

‘To him no high, no low, no great, no fmall ;

He fills, he bounds, conne&s, and equals all. 280
X. Ceafe then, nor OrDER ImperfeGtion name:

Our proper blifs depends on what we blame.

Know thy own point: This kind, this due degree

Of blindnefs, weaknefs, Heav’n beftows on thee.

Submit, —In this, or any other fphere,- - 285

Secure to be as bleft as thou canft bear :

Safe in the hand of one difpofing Pow’r,

Or in the natal, or the mortal hour.

_ VARIATIONS,
After ¥ 282. in the MS.
Reafon, to think of God when fhe pretends,.
Begins a Cenfor, an Adorer ends.

NoTEs.

the creation. This grofs | fort of Subftance, and in e-
conception of the Firft Caufe | very inftant of Being.

the poet expofes, by thew- |  Ver. 278. As the rapt
ing that'God is equally and | Seraph, &c.] Alluding to
intimately prefent to every | the name Seraphim, fignify-
particle of Matter, to every | ing burners,
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All Nature is but Art, unknown to thee;

(All Chance, Dire&ion, which thou canft not fee ;
All Difcord, Harmony not underftood ;. 291
All partial Evil, univerfal Good:

And, fpite of Pride, in erring Reafon’s fpite,

One truth is clear, WHATEVER 1Is, is RIGHT.



[25]

ARGUMENT or
EPISTLE IL

Of the Nature and State of Man with refpelt to

Himfelf, as an Individual.

1. THE bufinefs 1-01,'. Man not to pry into God, but to
is

Siudy himfelf, Middle Nature ; bis Powers and
Frailties, % 1 to 19. The Limits of bis Capacidt-y;,
¥ 19, &c. IL. The two Principles of Man, Self-
love and Reafon, both neceffary, ¥ 53, &c. Self-
love the fironger, and why, ¥ 67, &c. Their end.
the fame, 3 81, &c. III. ThePAssioNs, and their
ufe, ¥ 93 to 130. The predominant Paffion, and
it’s force, ¥ 132 to 160, It's Neceffity, in diref?-
ing Men to different purpofes, ¥ 165, &c. It’s pro-
vidential Ufe, in fixing our Principle, and afcertain-
ing our Virtue, y 177. IV. Virtue and Vice joined
in our mixed Nature; the limits near, yet the things
feparate and evident: What is the Office of Reafon,
¥ 202 to 216. V. How odioys Vice in stfelf, and
how we deceive ourfelves into it, ¥ 217. VL. That,
bowever, the Ends of Providence and general
Good are anfwered in our Paffions and Imperfetions,
¥ 238, &c. How ufefully thefe are diftributed to
all Orders of Men, ¥ 241. ufeful they are
#0 Society, ¥ 251.  And to the Individuals, ¥ 263,
In every ftate, and every age of life, ¥ 273, &c,
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EPISTLE IL

L Now then thyfelf, prefume not God to fcan; -
' K The proper ftudy of Markind is Man,
. Plac’d on this ifthmus of a middle ftate,
A Being darkly wife, and rudely great :

(

- VARIATIONS:

_Vz'm 2. Ed ift.

“"The orly fcience of Mankind s Man.

NoTEs.

» Ver.-2. The proper jfiu-
- dy, &¢.] The poet having
.fhewn, in the fr# epitle,
that the Ways of -God are
"too high for our compre-
henfion, rightly draws this
‘concldfion: and methodi-
cally malkes it the fubjed of
+his Introdultion tothe fe-
cond, which treats of the
- Nature of Mawn.
Ver. 3. Plac’d an
iftbrus, &5c.] As the-poet

ath given us this defcrip-’

tion of man for the very
contrary purpofe to which

this.

Sceptics :are wotit ¢ em-
ploy fuch kind of paintings,
namely not to deter men
from the fsarch, but to ex- -
cite them to the difcovery
of ‘t’ruth;i; he hath, }).vith
t erit, feprefent-
grdea sztun gx: doubting and
‘wavering between the #ight -
and wrong objeft; from .
which ftate there are great
hopes he may be reheved
‘by a_careful and cirtum-
fpe&t ufe of Reafon. On
the contrary, bhad he fup-
pofed Man fo blind as to be

.
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Er.I. ESSAY ON MAN.

‘Wiith too much knowledge for the Sceptic fide,
‘With too much weaknefs for the Stoic’s pride,
He hangs between ; in doubtto a&, orreft; .

2y

In doubt to deem himfelf 2 God, or Beaft;
In doubt his Mind or Body to prefer;

Born but to die, and reas’ning but to err ;

10

Alike in ignorance, his reafon fuch,
‘Whether he thinks too little, or too much:
Chaos of Thought and Paffion, all confus'd 3
Still by himfelf abus’d, or difabus’d;

Created half to rife, and half to fall 5

15

Gereat lord of all things, yeta preytoall;

NorTEs.

bufied in chufing, or doubt-
ful in his choice, between
two obje@s equally avrong,
the cafe had appeared def-
perate, and all fwdy of Man
had been effeéually difcou-
raged.’ )
VER. 10. Born but to die,
&¢¢.] The author’s meaning
is, that, as we are born 2o
die, and yet enjoy fome
_ {mall portion of life; fo,

though we reafon to err,
yet we comprehend fome
few truths. This is the
weak ftate of Reafor, in
which Error mixes itfelf

with all it’s trae conclufions | Life,

cencerning Man’s Nature.
VER. 11. Alike in igno-
rance, &'c.] i. e. The pro-
per fphere of his Reafon is
fo narrow, and the exercife
of it {o aice, that the too
immoderate ufe of it is at-
tended with the fame igno-
rance that proceeds from
the not ufing it at all. Yet,
tho’ in both thefe cafes, he
is abufed by bLimfelf, he has
it fill in his own power to
difabufe bimfelf, in making
his Paffions fubfervient to
the means, and regulating
his Reafon by the end of

-,
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Sole judge of Truth, in endlefs Error hurl'd :
‘The glory, jeft, and riddle of the world !
Go, wond’rous creature-! mount where Science

guides, 9
Go, meafure earth, weigh air, and ftate the tides 3

VARIATIO‘N s.

After y 18. in the MS.

For more perfe&tion than this flate can bear
In vain we figh, Heav’n made us as we are.
As wifely fure 2 modeft Ape might aim

‘To be like Man, whofe faculties and frame
He fees, he feels, asyou or I to be

An Angel thing we neither know nar fee.
Obferve how near he edges on our race ;

What human tricks! how rifible of face!

It muft be fo—why elfe have I the fenfe

Of more than monkey charms and excellence ?
Why elfe to walk on two fo oft effay’d 3.

And why this ardent longing for a Maid ?

So Pug might plead, and call his Gods unkmd
Till fet on end and married to his mind. .
Go, reafoning Thing ! affume the Do&or's clmr
As Plato deep, as Seneca fevere :

Fix moral fitnefs, and to God give rule,

Then drop into thyfelf, &c.———

'

NorTEs.

VEr, 20, G), meafure | noble and ufeful proje& of
carfb &¢.] Alluding to the | the modern Mathematici-
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ESSAY ON MAN.

29

Inftruét the planets in what orbs to run,
Corre&t old Time, and regulate the Sun ;
Go, foar with Plato to th’ empyreal fphere,
To the firft good, firft perfe&, and firft fair ;

Or tread the mazy round his follow’rs trod,

25

And quitting fenfe call imitating God ;

As Eaftern priefts’in giddy circles run,
And turn their heads to imitate the Sun,
Go, teach Eternal Wifdom how to rule —

Then drop into thyfelf, and be 2 fool !

30

VARIATIONS.

Ver. 21. Ed. 4th and 5th. .

Show by what rules the wahd’ring planets ftray,
Corrett old time, and teach the Sun his Way.

NoTEs.

* ans, to meafure a degree at
the equator and the polar
circle, in order to deter-
mine the true figure of the
earth ; of great impartance
to Aftronomy and Naviga-
tion.

Ver. 22. Corref? old
Time,] This alludes to Sir
Ifaac  Newton’s Grecian

Chronology, which he re.
formed on thofe two fub-
lime conceptions, the diffe-
rence between the reigns of
kings, and the generations
of men; and the pofition
of  the colures of the equi-
noxes and folftices at the
time of the Argonautic ex-
pedition. -
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Ep. IT.

‘Superior beirgs, when of late ihey faw
A mortal Man unfold all Nature’s law,
Admir’d fuch wifdom in an earthly fhape,
And fhew’d a NEwTON as we thew an Ape.
Could he, whofe rules the rapid Comet bind, 35
Defcribe or fix one movement of his. Mind ?
Who faw it’s fires here rife, and there defcend,
Explain his own beginning, or his end ?
Alas whatwonder ! Man’s fuperior part
Uncheck’d may rife, and climb from art to art; 40

VARIATIONS,

Ver. 35. Ed. 1ft.

Could he, who taught each Planet where to roll,
Defcribe or fix one movement of the Soul ?

‘Who mark’d their points to rife or to defcend,
Explain his own beginning or his end #

NorTEs. -

V1. 37. Who faw it's

_ fires bere rife, &5¢.] Sir Haac
Newton, in caleulating the
-velocity of a Comet’s moti-
on, and the conrfe it de-
{cribes, when it becomes vi-
fible in it's delcent to, and
afcent from, the Sun, con-
jeQured, with the higheft
appearance of truth, that
Comets revolve perpetually

-

round the Sun, in ellipfes
vaftly eccentrical, and very
nearly approaching to para-
bolas. In whif:l? he was
greatly confirmed, in ob~
ferving between two Co-
mets a coincid::;ice in theg
perihelions, and ‘a -perfe

agreement in their veloci-
ties. ~
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3L

But when his own great work is but begun,

W hat Reafan weaves, by Paffion is undone.
T'race Science then, with Modefty thy guide;

Ficft ftrip off all her equipage of Pride;

Dedu&@ what is but Vanity, or Drefs,

Or Learning’s Luxury, or Idlenefs ;

45 .

. NorTEs.

VER. 45.——Panity, or
drefs,] Thefe are the firft
parts of what the Poet, in
the preceding line, calls the
Scholar's equipage of Pride.
By wanity, is meant that
luxuriancy of thought and
expreflion in which a writer
indolges himfelf, to fhew the

- fruitfulnefs of his fancy or
invention. By drefs, is to
be underftood a lower de-
gree of that pratice, in
amplification of thought and
ornamented expreffion, to
give force to what the wri-
ter would convey : but even
this, the Poet, in a fevere
fearch after truth, con-
demns ; and with great
judgment. Concifenefs of
thought and fimplicity of
“ expreflion, being as well the
beft infruments, as the beft
webicles of Truth, Shake-

fpear touches upon this lat-
-ter advantage with great
force and humour. The
Flatterer fays to Timon in
diftrefs, ““ I cannot cover
¢ the monftrous bulk of
‘¢ their ingratitude, with
‘¢ any fize of words.” The
other replies, ¢ Let it go
‘ naked, men may fee't the
‘¢ better.”

VER. 46. Or Learning’s
Luxury, or Idlenefs 5] The
Luxury of Learning confifts
in drefling up and difguifing
old notions in a new way,
fo as to make them more
fathionable and palateable ;
inftead of examining and
fcrutinizing their truth. As
this is often. done for pomp
and fhew, it is called /uwu-
7y ; as itis often done too
to'fave pains and labour, it

is called idlenefs.
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Or tricks to fhew the ftretch of human brain,
Mere curious pleafure, or ingenious pain 3
Expunge the whole, or lop th’ excrefcent parts

Of all our Vices have created Arts ;

50

Then fee how little the remaining fum,

Which ferv’d the paft, and muft the times to come !
II. T'wo Principles in human nature reign ;

Self-love, to urge, and Reafon, to reftrain;

Nor this a good; nor that-a bad we call,

55

Each works it’s end, to move or govern all :

And to their proper operation fill, ‘

Afcribe all Good'; to their improper, III. -
Self-love, the fpring of motion, a&s the foul ;

Reafon’s comparing balance rules the whole,

6o

Man, but for that, no a&ion could attend,
And, but for this, were aive to no end:

NoTEs.

VEeR. 47. Or tricks to
Soew the firetch of buman
brain,] Such as the mathe-
matical demgpftrations con-
cerning the fimall quantity
of matter ; the endlefs divvi-
Sfibility of it, &c.

VER. 48. Mere curious
pleafure, or ingenious pain ;)
That is, when Admiration
fets the mind on the rack.

Ver. 49, 50. 4
Expunge the whole, or lop
b’ excreftent parts
Of all our Vices bave cre-

ated Aris;)
i. e. Thofe parts of nataral
Philofophy, Logic, Rheto-
ric, Poetry, &'c. that admi-
nifter to luxury, deceit, am-

bition, effeminacy, &fc.
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Fix’d like. a plant on his peculiar fpot,

To draw nutrition, propagate, and rot ;

Or, meteor-like, flame lawlefs thro’ the void, 6§
Deftroying others, by himfelf deftroy’d.

Moft ftrength the moving principle requires ;
Adtive its tafk, it prompts, impels, infpires:
Sedate and quiet the comparing lies;

Form’d but to check, deliB’raté,‘. and advife.. 70
Self-love flill ftronger, as its obje&s nigh ;

Reafon’s at diftance, and in profpet lie :

That fees Jdmmediate-good by prefent fenfe 5
Reafon, the future and the confequence.

. Thicker than arguments, temptations throng, 4§ -
At beft more watchful this, but that more ftrong. -
"The a&tion of the ftronger to fufpend

Reafon ftill ufe, to Reafon ftill attend.

Attention, habit and experience gains ; 7§
Each Rrengthens Reafon, and Self:-l'qve reftrains,

Let fubtle fchoolmen teach thefe friends to fight,
More ftudious to divide than to unite ;'

And Grace and Virtue, Senfe and Reafon fplit, -
With all the rath dexterity of wit.

NoTEs.:

VER. 74. Reafon, the fu- | the future ; and by argumen-
tureandthe confequence.)i. e. | tation, the confequence,
By experience Reafon colleéts

C

;-
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Wits, juft like Fools, at war about a name, 85
Have full as oft no meaning, or the fame,
Self-love and Reafon to one end afpire,
Pain their averfion, Pleafure their defire ;
But greedy That, its objet would devour,
~ This tafte the honey, and not wound the flow’r: go
Pleafure, or wrong or rightly underftood,
Our greateft evil, or our greateft good.

1II. Modes of Self-love the Paffions we may call :
>Tis real good, or feeming, moves them all ;
But fince not ev’ry good we can divide, 95
And Reafon bids us for our own provide 3
Paffions, tho’ felfith, if their means be fair, -
Lift under Reafon, and deferve her care ;
Thofe, that imparted, court a nobler aim,
Exalt their kind, and take fome Virtue’s name. 100

In lazy Apathy let Stoics boaft
Their Virtue fix'd ; ’tis fix’d as in a froft 3
Contrafted all, reﬁring to the breaft ;
But ftrength of mind is Exercife, not Reft:

VARIATIONS,

After ¥ 86. in the MS.

Of good and evil Gods what frighted Fools,
Of good and evil Reafon puzzled Schools,
Deceiv'd, deceiving, taughteses——
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The rifing tempeft puts in a& the foul,
Parts it may ravage, but preferves the whole,

35
105

On life’s vaft ocean diverfely we fail,
Reafon the card, but Paflion is the gale 3

“Nor God alone in the ftill calm we find,

109

He mounts the ftorm, and walks upon the wind._
Paffions, like Elements, tho’ born to fight,
Yet, mix’d and foften’d, in his work unite :

VARIATIONS.
After VERr. 108. in the MS.
A tedious Voyage! where how ulelefs lies
'The compafs, if no pow’rful gufts arife ?
After Vep. 112, in the MS.

TThe foft reward the virtuous, or igvite 3
‘The fierce, the vicious punith or affright.

NorTEs.

VER. 109. Nor God alone,
§9c.] Thefe words are only
a fimple affirmation in the
poetic drefs of a fimilitude,
to this purpofe: Good is
not only produced by the
fubdual of the Paffions, bat
by the turbulent exercife of
. them. .A truth conveyed
under the moft fublime i-

magery that poetry could

conceive or paint. For the
C

author is here only thewing
the providential iffue of the
Paffions, and how, by God’s
gracious difpofition, they
are turned away from their
natural byas, to promote the
happinefs of Mankind. As
to the method in which
they are to be treated by
Man, in whom they are
found, all that he contends
for, in favour of them, is

2
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Thefe ’tis enough to temper and employ ;
But what compofes Man, can Man deftroy ?

Suffice that Reafon keep to Nature’s road, 115
Subjeét, compound them, follow her and God.
Love, Hope, and Joy, fair pleafure’s fmiling train,
Hate, Fear, and Grief, the family of pain,
Thefe mix’d with art, and to due bounds confin’d,
Make and maintain the balance of the mind: 120
The lights and thades, whofe well accorded ftrife
Gives all the ftrength-and colour of our life.

Pleafures are ever in our hands or eyes ;

And when, in a&, they ceafe, in profpe&, rife:
Prefent to grafp, and futufe flill to find, = 125
The whole employ of body and of mind.
All fpread their charms, but charm not all alike ;
On diff’rent fenfes diff’rent objeéts ftrike ;

, Hence diff’rent Paffions more or lefs inflame,
As ftrong or weak, the organs of the frame; 130
_And hence one MAsTER Passion in the breaft,
Like Aaron’s ferpent, fwallows up the reft.

NoTES.

only this, that they fhould | gions, foolifhly attempted.
not be quite rooted up and | For the reft, he conftantly
deftroyed, as the Stoics, and | repeats this advice,
- their followers in all reli-
. The attion of the fironger to fufpend,
Reafon flill ufe, to Reafon fiill attend.
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As Man, perhaps, the moment of his breath,
Receives the lurking principle of death ;
The young difeafe, that muft fubdue at length, 135
Grows with his growth, and ftrengthens with his
: ﬁrength :
So, caft and mingled with his very frame,
The Mind’s difeafe, its RULING PAssION came;
. Each vital humour which fhould feed the whole,
Soon flows to this, in body and in foul : 140
Whatever warms the heart, or fills the head,
As the mind opens, and its fun@ions fpread,
Imagination plies her dang’rous art,
And pours it all upon the peccant part.
Nature its mother, Habit is its nurfe ; 145
Wit, Spirit, Faculties, but make it worfe
Reafon itfelf but gives it edge and pow’r ;
As Heav’n’s bleft beam turns vinegar more fowr ;

NorTeEs.

VER. 133. 4s Man per- | 1. vii. N. H. This Auti-
baps, &5¢c.] Antipater Sido- | pater was in the itimes of
nius Poéta omnibus annis uno | Craffus, and is celebrated
die natali tantum corripic- | for the quicknefs of hiy -
batur febre, et eo confumptus | parts by Cicero.
eft fatis longa feneita. Plin.

C3
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We, wretched fubjects tho’ to lawful fway,

In this weak queen, fome fav’rite ftill bbe,y:,

150

Ah! if fhe lend not arins, as well as rules,
‘What can the more than tel‘l us we are fools ?
‘Teach us to mourn our Nature, not to mend,
A fharp accufer, but a helplefs friend !

Or from a judge turn pleader, to perfuade

I55

. The choice we make, or juftify it made ;
‘Proud of an eafy conquetft all along,
She but removes weak paffions for the ftrong:
So, when fmall humours gather to a gout,

The do&or fancies he has driv’n them out.

160

Yes, Nature’s road muft ever be preferi’d ;
Reafon is here no guide, but ftill a guard :
”Tis her’s to rectify, not overthrow,

And treat this paffion more as friend than foe :

NorEes.

. VER. 149. W, aretched
Subjeits, &e.] St Paul him-
felf did not chufe to employ
other arguments, when dif-
pofed to give us the higheft
idea of the ufefulnefs of
Chriftianity. (Rem. vii.) But,
it may be, the poet finds a
remedy in Natural Religion.
Farfrom it. He here leaves,
reafon unrelieved, What

v

is this then, but an intima-
tion that we ought to feek
for a cure in that religion,
which only dares profefs to
give it? :

VER. 163. *Tis ber’s to
re&ify, &c.] The meaning
of this precept is, That as
the ruling Paffion is im-
planted by Nature, it is
Reafon’s office to regulate,
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A mightier Pow’r the ftrong dire&ion fends,

39
165

And fev’ral Men impels to fev’ral ends:
Like varying winds, by other paffions toft,
"This drives them conftant to a certain coaft. -
Let pow’r or knowledge, gold or glory, pleafe,
Or (oft more ftrong than all) the love of eafe; 170
Thro’ life ’tis follow’d, ev’n at life’s expence ; ‘
"The merchant’s toil, the fage’s indolence,
. The monk’s humility, the hero’s pride,
All, all alike, find Reafon on their fide.

Th Eternal Art 'educix‘lg good from ill,

J75

Grafts on this Paffion our beft principle :

>Tis thus the Mercury of Man is fix'd,

Strong grows the Virtue with his nature mix’d ;
The drofs cements what elfe were too refin’d,

And in one intereft body aéts with mind,

180

NorTes.

dire&, and reftrain, but
not lt: t:}vlerthrow it. ATo
regulate the paffion of Ava-
rice, for inftance, into a
parfimonious difpenfation of

the public revenues; to
dire& the paffion of Love,
whofe object is worth and
beauty,

To the firft good, firft perfel, and firft fair,

a3 xady 7° dyally, as his mafter
Plato advifes ; and to re-

‘Rrain Spleen to a contempt
and hatred of Vice.

Cas
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As fruits, ungrateful to the planter’s care,

On favage ftocks inferted, learn to bear ; .

The fureft Virtues thus from Paflions Q}oot,

Wild Nature’s vigor working at the root.

What crops of wit and honefty appear 185

From fpleen, from obftinacy, hate, or fear!

See anger, zeal and fortitude fupply ;

Ev’n av’rice, prudence; floth, philofophy;

Luft, thro’ fome certain ftrainers well refin’d,

Is gentle love, and charms all womankind; 190

Envy, to which th’ ignoble mind’s a flave,

Is emulation in the learn’d or brave ; ,

Nor Virtue, male or female, can we name,

But what will grow on Pride, or grow on Shame,

VARIATIONS,

After ¥ 194. \in the MS.

How oft, with Paffion, Virtue points her Charms
Then fhines the Hero, then the Patriot warms, ’
Peleus® great Son, or Brutus, who had known,

Had Lucrece been a Whore, or Helen none ?

But Virtués oppofite to make agree, -

That, Reafon! is thy tafk ; and worthy Thee.
Hard tafk, cries Bibulus, and reafon weak.
—Make it a point, dear Marquefs! or a pique,
Once, for a whim, perfuade yourfelf to pay '

4 debt to reafon, like a debt at play.

-

—>
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Thus Nature gives us {let it check our pride)

The virtue neareft to our vice ally’d :

196

Reafon the byas turns to good from ill,
And Nero reigns a Titus, 'if he will.
The fiery foul abhorr’d in Catiline,

In Decius charms, in Curtius is divine:

200

The fame ambition ¢an deftroy or fave,
And makes a patriot as it makes a knave.

This light and darknefs in our chaos join’d,
What fhall divide? The God within the mind,

.

VARIATIONS.

For right or wrong have mortals fuffer’d more ?
B— for his Prince, or * * for his Whore ?
‘Whofe felf-denials nature moft controul ?

_ His, who would fave a Sixpence or his Soul ?
‘Web for his health, 2 Chartreuax for his Sin, -
Contend they not which fooneft fhall grow thin ?
‘What, we refolve, we can; but here’s the fault,
We ne’er refolve to do the thing we ought.

NoTES,

v Ver. 203. This light,
£9°c.] A Platonic phrafe for
" Conicience ; and here em-
, ployed with great judgment
and propriety. For Con-
fcience either fignifies, {pe-
culatively, the judgment we

pafs of things upon what-

ever principles we chance to
have ; and then it is only
Opinion, a very unable judge
and divider. Or elfe it fig-
nifies, pra&ically, the ap-
plication of the eternal rule
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Extremes in Nature equal ends produce, 205

In Man they join to. fome myfterious ufe ; '

"Tho’ each by turns the other’s bound invade,

As, in fome well-wrought PiGture, light and fhade,

And oft fomix, the diff’rence is too nice

Where ends the Virtue, or begins the Vice. 210
Fools! who from hence into the notion fall,

That Vice or Virtue there is none at all.

If white and black blend, foften, and unite

A thoufand ways, is there no black or white ?

Afk your own heart, and nothing is fo plain ; 215

>Tis to miftake them, cofts the time and pain,
Vice,is a,nionﬁer of fo frightful mien,

As, to be hated, needs but to be feen ;

" Yet feen too oft, familiar with her face,

‘We firft endure, then pity, then embrace, 220

VARIATIONS.
After ¥ 220, in the 1ft Edition, followed thefe,
A Cheat! a Whore ! who ftarts not at the name,
In all the Inns of Court or Drury-lane ?

NorTEs.

of right (received by us as | of God) avithin the mind, of
the law of God) to the re- | power to divide the light
gulation of our attions ;| from the darknefs in this
and then it is properly Con- | chaos of the paffions,
fcience, the God (or the law i
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But where th’ Extreme of Vice, was ne’er agreed :
. Afk where’s the North ? at York, ’tis on the T'weed 3
In Scotland, at the Orcades ; and there,
At Greenland, Zembla, or the Lord knows where.
No creature owns it in the firft degree, 225
But thinks his neighbour farther gone than he
Ev’n thofe who dwell beneath its very zone,
Or never feel the rage, or never own;
What happier natures fhrink at with affright,
The hard inhabitant contends is right. 230
* Virtuous and vicious ev’ry Man muft be, '
Few in th’ extreme, but all in the degree ;
The rogue and fool by fits, is fairand wife 3
And ev’n the beft, by fits, what they defpife.
>Tis but by parts we follow good or il ; 235
. For, Vice or Virtue, Self directs it ftill
Each individual feeks a fev’ral goal ;
But HEAV'N’s great view is One, and that the
Whole.
, VariaTions,
Afier ¥ 226. in the MS.

The Col’nel fwears the Agent is a dog,

The Scriv’ner vows th’ Attorney is a rogue.

Againft the Thief th® Attorney loud inveighs,

For whofe ten pound the County twenty pays.

‘The Thief damns Judges, and the Knaves of State ;
And dying, mourns fmall Villains hang’d by great.
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That counter-works each folly and caprice ;

That difappoints th’ effect of ev’ry vice ;
That, happy frailties to all ranks apply’d;

240

Shame to the virgin, to the matron pride,
Fear to the ftatefman, rafhnefs to the chief,
To kings prefumption, and to crowds belief :

‘That, Virtue’s ends from Vanity can raife,

245

Which feeks no int’reft, no reward but praife;

And build on wants, and on defe&@s of mind,

The joy, the peace, the glory of Mankind.
Heay’n forming each on other to depend,

A matfter, or a fervant, or a friend,

250

Bids each on other for affiftance call, .
*Till one Man’s weaknefs grows the ftrength of all.
Wants, frailties, paffions, ‘clofer ftill ally

The common int’reft, or endear the tie.

NorTEs.

Ver. 253. Wants, frail-
ties, paffions, clofer fill ally
The common int’nf: &e.]
As thefe lines have been mif-
underftood, I fhall give the
reader their plain and ob-
vious meaning. To thefe
frailties (fays he) we owe all
the endearments of private
life; yet, when we come
to that age, which general-

ly difpofes Men to think
more ferioufly of the true,
value of things, and con-
fequently of their -provifion
for a future ftate, the confi-
deration, that the grounds of
thofe joys, loves, and friend-
thips, are wants, frailties,
and paffions, proves the beft
expedient to'wean us from
the world; a difengage~
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To thefe we owe true friendthip, love fincere, 255 .
Each home-felt joy that life inherits here ;
Yet, from the fame we learn, in its decline,
Thofe joys, thofe loves, thofe int’refts to refign ; -
Taught half by Reafon, half by mere decay, ‘
To welcome death, and calmly pafs away. 260
Whate’er the Paffion, knowledge, fame, or pelf,
Not one will change his neighbour with himfelf.
‘The learn’d is happy nature to explore,
The fool is happy that he knows no more;;
The rich is happy in the plenty giv’n, 265
The poor contents him with the care of Heav’n.
See the blind beggar dance, the cripple fing,
The fot a hero, lunatic a king;
The ftarving chemift in hjs golden views
Supremely bleft, the poet in his myfe.

See fome ftrange comfort ev’ry ftate attend,
And Pride beftow’d on all, a common friend ;

270

NoTEs.
ment fofriendly to that pro-

" vifion we are now making
for another. The obferva-
tion is new, and would in
any placebe extremely beau-
tiful, but bas here an infi-

nite grace aod propriety, as
it fo well confirms, by an
inftance of great moment,
the general thefis, That God
makes 1ll, at every flep, pro-

Aduétive of Good.
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See fome fit Paffion, ev’ry age fupply,
Hope travels thro’, nor quits us when we die.

Behold the child, by Nature’s kindly law,

2753

Pleas’d with a rattle, tickled with a ftraw:
Some livelier play-thing gives his youth dehght,
A litde louder; but as empty quite :

Scarfs, garters, gold, amufe his riper ftage ;
And beads and pray’r-books are the toys of age:

"Pleas’d with this bauble flill, as that before ;

281

>Till tird he fleeps, and Life’s poor play is o’er.
Mean-whxle Opinion gilds with varying rays
Thofe pamted clouds that beautlfy our days 3

Each want of happinefs by Hope fupply’d,

285

And each vacuity of fenfe by Pride :

Norna

Ver. 280. And beads
and pray'r-books are the toys
of age :] A Satire on what
is qlled in Popery the Opus
fperamx As this is a de-

cription of the circle of
,human life returning into
i;‘felf bya hi::ond chil o:di;
et has with great ele-
‘ ganeg:concludedhu defcri-
ption with the fame figure
with which hefet out.-
VEr. 286, 4nd each va-

caity of fnﬁ by Pride : ]
An eminent Cafuit, Fa-
ther Francis Garaffe, in his
Somme  Theologique, has
drawn a very charitable
conclufion from this prin-
ciple. Selom la  Fuffice
(dit cet equitable Tbéo-
Iogmz) tout travail hon-
néte doit étre recompenfé de
loiiange ou de fatisfalion.

Quand les bons efprits font

un ouvrage excellent, ils font

L)
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‘Thefe build as faft as knowledge can deftroy ;

In Folly’s cup ftill laughs the bubble, joy 3
One profpect loft, another flill we gain ;

And not a vanity is giv’n in vain ;

290

Ev’n mean Self-love becomes, by force divine,

The fcale to meafure others wants by thine.
_See! and confefs, one comfort fill muft rife,

>Tis this, Tho’ Man’s a fool, yet Gop 15 WIsE.

NorTEs.

Juflement recompenfexz par les
JSuffrages du Public. 2uand
un pawvre ¢fprit travaille
beauconp, powr faire un
- mawvais owvrage, il n'eff
pas jufte ni raifonable, gu'il
attende des losianges pub-
ligues : car elles me lui
Jont pas dués. Mais afin
gue fes travaux ne demeu-
- remt pas fans recompenfe,

Dieu Jui donne sne fatisfac-
tion perfonelle, que perfonne
ne lui peut emvier fans ume
injuflice plus que barbare ;
tout ainfi que Dies qui eff
jufte donne de la fatisfaltion
aux Grenouilles de leur
chant. Autrement le blime.
public, joint & leur mécon-
tentement, feroit fuffifant

pour les réduire an defzfpoir.
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ARGUMENT or
EPISTLE IL

Of the Nature and State of Man with. refpect td-
Society.

I. THE whole Univerfe one [fyflem of Society, ¥ 7,
&'c.  Nothing made wholly for itlelf, nor yet wholly
for another, ¥ 27. The happinefs of Animals -
mutualy ¥ 49. IL Reafon or InftinGt operate
alike to the good of each Individual, ¥ 79. Reafon
or Inftinét aperate alfo toSociety, inall animals, ¥ 109,
III. How far Society carried by Inftinét, ¥ 115.
How much farther by Reafon, ¥ 128. 1IV. Of
that which is called the State of Nature, 144.
Reafon infiructed by Infliné? in the invention gf
Arts, ¥ 166, and inthe Forms of Society, ¥ 176.
V. Origin of Political Societies, ¥ 196. Origin
of Monarchy, ¥ 207.  Patriarchal government,
¥ 212. VL. Origin of true Religion and Govern-
ment, from the fame principle of Love, ¥ 231, &c.
Qrigin of Superflition and Tyranny, from the fame
principle, of Fear, ¥ 237, &c. The Influence of
Self-love operating to the focial and public Good,
¥ 266. Refloration of true Religion and Govern-
ment on their {rj} ;}rimijgle, ¥ 285. Mixt Go-

. wvernment, ¥ 288. Various Forms of each, and the
true end of all, ¥ 300, &c.
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EPISTLE 1L

l ’l ERE g:het; we‘, reft : ¢ The Univerfal Caufe
¢ A&s to one end, but a&s by various laws.”

In all the madnefs of fuperfluous healthy -

The trim of pride, the impudence of wealth,

| " VARIATIONS.
Ver. 1. in feveral Edit. in 4to. ,
Learn, Dulnefs, learn! ¢ The Univerfal Caufe, &c.

W E are now cc;:ene to ﬂ:he third epiﬁll: of the Effay on
Man. It havi en fhewn, in ining the-origin,
ufe, and end o?gthe Paffions, in th:’acondgepiﬁle, &at
Man hath focial as well as felfith paflions, that dotrine
naturally introduceth the third, ‘which treats of Man as a
sociarL animal ; and conne@s it with the fecond, which
confidered him as an InprvipuaL. Andasthe con-
clufion from the fubje of the firft epiftle made the in-
troduflion to the fecond, fo here again, the conclufion
of the fecond '

gE-v'x mean Self-love becomes, by force &'w‘n,'
be feale to meafure others wants by thine.)

maketh the introdu®ion to the third.

NorTEs,

bealth,] Immoderate labour | whofe ftation fets them
and fludy are the great im- | above both, muft needs

D

VER: 3. e fuperfluous l pairers of health: Thofe,-
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ESSAY-ON MAN.
Let this great truth be prefent night and day ;

Er. III.
5

But moft be prefent, if we preach or pray. .
Look round ous Warld ; beheld the chain of Love

Combining all below and

all above.

See plaftic Nature working to this end,

The fingle atons each to other tend,

- 10

- Attra&, attraled to, the next in place
Form’d and impell’d jts neighbour to embrace.
See Matter next, with various life endwd,
Prefs to one centre ftill, the gen’ral Good.

See dying vegetables life fuftain,

5

See life diffolving vegetate again :
All forms that perifh other forms fupply,
(By turns we catch the vital breath, and die)

NorTEs.

have an afflaence of health,
which not being ufed, but
abufzgﬂand ruined byl Luxu-
1y, the poet properly calls
a fu eqﬂsz?{;.

BR. 4y ~=im ¢ of
awealth,] Becaufe awealth
pretends to be wifdom, wit,
learning, honefty, ‘and, in
_ thort, all the virtues in their
turns, .

_. Ver. 12, Form'd and in-
pelld, &9¢.] To make Mat-

ter {o cohere as to fit it for
the ufes intended by its
Creator, a praper configs- -
ration of its infenfible parts
is as neceflary as that qua-
liag fo- equally and univer-
fally - conferred upon it,

ed Aitraition. To ex-
prefs the firft part of this
‘thonght, our Author fays,
JSorm'd ; and to exprefs the.

latter, impelld.
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. Like bubbles ori the fea of Matter bon, '
. ‘They rife, they break, and'to that fea retori, 20 ¢
Nothing is foreign : Parts relate t6 whole 5
One all-extending, allspreferving Soul
Conneéts each being, greuteft with the leafky
- Made Beaft in 2id of Maa, and Man of Beaft';
All ferv’d, alt ferving: rnothing fland aloney 2§
The chain holds ony and where it ends, unkstown.
Has God, thou fool'! work’d folely for thy good,
‘Thy joy, thy paftime, thy attite, thy food ?
Who for thry table feeds thé wanton fawi,
* For him askindly fpread the flow’ry lawn: 30
Is it for thee the lark afcends and fings ?
Joy tunes hi¢ vdice; joy elevites his wings.
Is it for thee the linnet pours his throat ?
Loves of his own and raptures fiwell the note.

NO‘TEV.SVJ' '

‘VER. 22. Onme all-ex-| Vir. 23. Greateff awith
tendiig, all preferving Saﬂl} the leaft 3] As aing more
Which, in the language of ﬁr’ongg‘ and immediately
-Sir Ifaac Newton, i, Dews | in beafls, whofe inflindt is
omniprefens eft, non per vir- | plainly an external reafon 3
“tutem folam, fed etiam per | which made an old fchool-
Jubflantiam : mamvirtusfine| man fay, with great ele:

bRantia fubfifiere nom po-| gance, Deus eff anima bras
#i#- Newt. Princ fehol. gen. | toram : o
fabfo. - I this *tis God direliy—a

. b2
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The bounding fteed you pompoufly beftride,- 35
Shares with his lord the pleafure and the pride.

Is thine alone the feed that ftrews the plain?
The birds of heav’n fhall vindicate their grain.
Thine the full harveft of the golden year ?

Part: pays, and juftly, the deferving fteer : 40
The hog, that plows not nor obeys thycall, -
Lives on the labours of this lord of all. ,

~ Know, Nature’s children all divide her care ;-
The fur that warms a monarch, warm’d a bear. 44
While Man exclaims, ¢ See all things for my ufe 1”
¢¢ See man for mine !” replies a pamper’d goofe ;
And juft as fhort of reafon He muft fall,

Who thinks all made for one, not one for all.

VARIATIONS.

After y 46. in the former Editions,

What care to tend, to lodge, to cram, to treat him !
All this he knew ; but not that "twas to eat him. .
As far as Goofe could judge, he reafon’d right ;
But as to Man, mifteok the matter quite.

NoTEs.

' Ven. 45.—Sesall things | faid, The Lord bath made
JSor myufe!] On'the con- | all things for Himsarr.
trary, the wife man hath | Prov, xvi. 4.
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Grant that the pow’rful ftill the weak controul ;
Be Man the Wit and Tyrant of the whole: 50
Nature that Tyrant checks ; He only knows,

And helps another creature’s. wants and woes,
Say, will the falon, ftooping from above,
Smit with her varying plumage, fpare the dove? °
Admires the jay the infe&@'s gilded wings ? 55
Or hears the hawk when Philomela fings ?
Man eares for all : to birds he givesl his woods, -
To beafts his paftures, and to fith his floods 5 -
For fome his Int’reft prompts him to provide,
For more his pleafure, yet for more his pride: 60 -
All feed on one vain.Patron, and enjoy
Th’ extenfive bleffing of his luxury.
That very life his learned hunger craves,
He faves from famine, from the favage faves ;
Nay, feafts the animal he dooms his feaft, ~ 65
And, ’till he ends the being, makes it bleft;

AN OTES.

VEr. 50. Be Man the | fenfible of pain or pleafure :
Wit and Tyrast of ébe | and fo encouraged Men in
avbole : ] Alluding to . the | she exercife of that Tyransny
witty fyftem of that Philo- | over their fellow-creatures,

fopher, which made Ani- | confequent on fuch a prin-
mals mere Machines, in- | ciple. P

D3
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‘Which fees no more the ftroke, or feels the pain,
Than favour’d Man by touch etherial flain.
"The creature had his feaft of life before ;
Thou too muft perifh, when thy fealt ise’er ! 70
To each unthinking being, Heav’n 2 friend,
Givyes not the ufelefs knowledge of its end :
To Man imparts it ; but with fuch a view
As, while he dreads it, makes him hope it too :
The hour conceal’d, and fo remote the fear, 95
Death ftill draws nearer, never feeming near.
Great ftanding miracle! that Heav’n aflign’d
" Its only thinking thing this turn of mind, :
II, Whether with Reafon, or with Inftiné& bleft,
Know, all enjoy that.pow’r which fuits them beft 5
To blifs alike by that diceion tend, . . 8%
And find the means proportion’d to their ¢nd.
Say, where full Inftin@ is th’ unerring guide,
‘What Pope or. Cowncil can they need befide ?
VARIATION .
After ¥ 84. in the MS. '
While Man, with opening views of various ways
- Copfounded, by the 3id of knqwledge firays: . -
“Taa weak to chufe, yqt-chufing &ill in hafte,
Que moment gives the plenfure and diftatte,
Norxs.

Ver. 68 Than favour'd | ancients, udmaly of the
Maa, {c.) Several of the | Qrientals fince,” efteemed
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Reafon,” however able, cool at beft, 85
Cares not for fervice, or but ferves when preft, -
Stays ’till we call, and then not often near;
But honeft Inftin& comes a volunteer,

'Sure never to o’er-fhoot, butjuft to hit;
While ftill too wide or fhort is human Wit; - go
Sure by quick Nature happinefs to gain, ’
‘Which heavier Reafon labows at in vain.
This too ferves always, Reafon neverlong ;
One muft go right, the other may go wrong.
See then the a&ting and g:omparmg pow’rs 95
One in their nature, which are two in ours; .
And Rezfon fife o'er Inftin& as you can,
In this’tis God dire@®s, in that ’tis Man.”

Who taught the nations of the field and wood

To fhun their poifon, and to chufe their food? 100
Prefcient, the tides or tempefts to withftand,
Build on the wave, or arch beneath the fand ?
Whe made the fpider paraliels-defign,
Sure as De-moivre, without rule or line?

_Who bid. the ftork, Columbus-like, explore 305
Heav’ns riot his own, and woﬂdsunknown before ?

Nores.
thofe who were firuck by and the particular favourites

- Tightniog as facred perfons, | of Heaven. P.
D4

~
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Who calls the council, ftates the certain day,

. 'Who forms thephalanx,. and who points the way ?

III. God, in the nature of each being, founds
Its proper blifs, and fets its proper bounds : 110
But as he fram’d a Whole, the Whole to blefs,

On mutual Wants byilt mutual Happine(s ;
So from the firft, eternal ORDER ran,
And creature link’d to créature, man to.man,

- Whate'er of life all-quick’ning =ther keeps, 11§
Or breathes thro’ air, or fhoots beneath the deeps,
Or pours profufe on earth, one nature feeds
The vital flame, and fwells the genial feeds. .

. Not Man alone, but all that roam the wood,

Or wing the fky, or roll along the flood, . 120

‘Each loves itfelf, but not itfelf alone,

Each fex defires alike, ’till two are one,. =~
Nor ends the pleafure. with the fierce embrace ;
‘They love themfelves, a third time, in. their race.
Thus beaft and bird their common charge attend,

- The mothers nurfe it, and the fires defend 3 - -126

- The you\ng'difmiﬁz*d to wander earth or air,

‘There ftops the Inftin®, and there ends the care;

The link diffolves, each feeks a frefh embrace,

Another love fucceeds, another race. 130

A lopger care Man’s helplefs kind demands ;

That longer care contraits more lafting-bands ;
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Ep.ll. ESSAY ON MAN. 57
Refletion, Reafon, fiill the ties improve,

At once extend the int’reft, and the love; . ,
With choice we fix, with fympathy we burn: 138
Each Virtue in each Paffion takes its tarn; .-
And ftill new needs, new helps, new habits rife,
That graft benevolence on charities. ‘

Still as one brood, and as another rofe, . - -
Thefe nat’ral love maintain’d, habitual thefe: 140
The laft, fcarceripen’d into perfet Man,

Saw helplefs him from whom their life began :
Mem’ry and fare-caft juft returns engage,

That painted back to youth, this on toage ;

' 'While pleafure, gratitude, and hope, combin’d, 145

Still fpread the int’reft, and preferv’d the kind.

IV. Nor think, in NATURE’S STATE they

blindly trod; - . :

The ftate of Nature was the reign of God :
Self-love and Social at her birth began,
Union the bond of all things, and of Maan. 150
Pride then was not; nor Arts, that Pride.to aid;
Man walk’d with beaft, joint tenant of the fhade ;

NorEs. .
Ver. 152. Man walkd 2;:1 above. Plato had faid
old . tradition, - that,
the fbades) “The poet fill | during the Golden age, and

- takes his imagery from Pla- | under the reign of Satorn,

tonic ideas, for the reafon | the primitive language then
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The fame his table, and the fame hisbed 3 !
No murder cloath’d him, and no mwurder fed.
In the fame temple, the refounding wood, . 155
All vocal beitigs hymn'd their equal God
The fhrine with gore unftain’d, with gold undreft,
Unbrib’d, unblaody, flood the blamelefs prieft :
Heav'n’s attribute was Univerfal Care,
And Man’s prerogative to rule, but fpare. . 160
Ah! how unlike the man of times to come |
Of half that live the butcher and the tomb ;
Who, foe to Nature, hears the gen’ral groan,
Murders their fpecies, and betrays his own.
But juft difeafe to luxury fucceeds, - 165
And ev’ry death it’s own avenger breeds;
‘The Fury-paffions fram that blood began,
And turn’d on Man a fiercer favage, Man.

Sec him from: Nature rifing flow to Ast |
To copy Inftin& then was Reafor’s-part ; 170

NoTEs.

wn ( ages, Men ufed inarticulate
- | fouands like beafts to exprels
o- | their wants and fenfations ;
and that it was'by flow de-
groas shey came to -the . ufe
of fpesch. . This opn::
| gretins, Diodorus Sic. and
Gregory of NyL..

&8P A
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59

Thus then to Man the voice of Nature fpakom—
¢¢ Go, from the Creatures thy inftruions take :

¢¢ Learn from the birds what food the thickess yield 5
¢ Learn from the beafts the phyfic of the field;-

«¢ Thy arts of building from the bee receive ;

173

s¢ Learn of the mwle to plow, the worm to weave ;-
¢¢ Learn of the little Nautilus to fail, = - ,
%< Spread the thin oar, and catch thedriving gale.

¢ Here too all forms of focial union find, -

¢ And hence let Reafon, late, infiru® Mankind;

NorTes, -

.

VER. 173. Learn from
the birds, &9¢.] It is 2 com-
mon praltice amongft Na-
vigators, when thrown upon
adefert coaft,—and in want
of refrethments, to obferve
what fruitshave been touch-
ed by the Birds: and to
venture oa thefe without
. further hefitation.

'+ Ver. 174. Learn from

the 6:%:, €9¢.) See Phiny’s
Nat. Hip. 1 viii. c. 23.
where feveral inflances are
;iven of Animals difcover.
ing the medicinal effieacy of
herbs, by their own ufe of
them ; and Pointing out to
fome operations in the art

of healing, by their own
Var. 177. Lear of the

little Nantilus
Halieat. lib. i. this
fith in the following mauner:

¢ They fwim on the fur-
s fa:e‘yof the fea, on the
“ back of their fhells,
 which exaltly refemble

¢ the halk of a fhip ; they
“ raife two feet like mafts,
¢ and extend 3 membrane
¢ between, which ferves as
* a fajl ; the other two
4 feet they employ as oars
« at the fide. They are
¢ ufually feen in the Medi-
“ terangn.” P - -
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¢ Here fubterranean works and cities fee ; 181
¢« There towns acrial on the waving tree.

% Learn each fmall People’s genius, policies,

¢ The Ant’s republic, and the realm of Bees ;

¢ Mow thofe in common all their wealth beftow,
¢ And Anarchy without confufion know; = 186
¢ And thefe for ever, tho’ a Monarch reign,

¢ Their fep’rate cells and properties maintain,

¢ Mark what unvary’d laws preferve each flate,

« Laws wife as Nature, and as fix’d as Fate. 190

~+ «1Tn vain thy Reafon finer webs fhall draw,

¢« Entangle Juftice in her net of Law,
¢ And nght, too ngxd harden into wrong;
. ¢ Still for the ftrong too weak, the weak too ﬁmng
¢ Yet go! and thus o’er all the creatures fway, ‘195
¢ Thus Jet the wifer make the reft obey ;
¢¢ And for thofe" Arts mere Inftin& could afford,
¢ Be crownd as Monarchs, or as Gods ador’d.”
V. Grt;at Nature fpoke ; obfervant Men obey’d -
‘Citles were built, Societies were made : 200
VARIATIONS.
Vn 197. in'the firfk Editions,

Who for thofe Arts they learn’d of Brates bcfore,
As Kings fhall crown them, or.as Gods adore.
NoTEs.

Vn 109. obferwant Men | tiful, as ﬁgmfymg both obe-
ebey'd ;] The epithet is beao- dience to the voice of Na-
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Here rofe one little ftate ; another near -
Grew by like means, and join’d, thro’ love or fear.
Did here the trees with ruddier burdens bend,

And there the ftreams in purer rills defcend ?

What War could ravith, Commerce could beftow,
And he réturn’d a friend, who came a foe. ~ 206
Converfe and Love mankind might ftrongly draw,
When Love was Liberty, and Nature Law.

VARIATIONS,
VB R. 201. Here roﬁ one little fate, &¢c.] In the MS,

thus,

‘The Neighbours leagu’d to guard their common fpét :
And Love was Nature's di®ate, Murder, not.
For want alone each animal contends ;
Tygers with Tygers, that remov’d, are friends.
Plain Nature’s wants the common mother crown'd,
She pour’d her acorns, herbs, and ftreams around.
No Treafure then for rapine to invade, .
What need to fight for {un-fhine or for thade?
And half the caufe of contelt was remov’d,

" When beauty could be kind to all who lov'd.

NoTEs.

ture, and attention to the | their native liberty from
leflons of the animal crea- | their governors by civil
tion. | padtions ; the love which
Ver. 208. When Love | each mafter of a family had
aas Liberty,] i. ¢. When |for thofe under his care
men had no need to guard { being their bett fecarity.
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Er. L

Thus States were form’d; the name omegum

known,

*Till common int’reft plac’d the fway inone. a10
*Twas VIRTUR ONLY (or in arts or arm,
Diffufing bleffings, or averting harms)
The fame which in a Sire the Sons obey’d,
A Prince the Father of a People made.

VI. °Till then, by Naun’e cown’d, each.Pa-

triarch fate,

215

King, prieft, and parent of his growing ftate ;

On him, their fecond Providence, they hung,
Their law his eye, their omecle his tongue.

He from the wond’ring furrow: call’d the food,
‘Taught to command the fire, controul the flood, 228
Draw forth. the monfters of th’abyfs profound,

Or fetch th’aerial eagle to the ground. ‘

*Till drooping, fick’ning, dying they began

Whom they rever'd as God to mourn as Man:

"NoTss.

Ver. 211. "Tawas Virtse
only, &¢.] Our author hath
good mthonty, for his ac-
count of the origin of king-
thip.  Ariftotle affures us of
this treth, that it was Vir-
tue only, or in arts or arms:
Kabloalis Baginsie bn riw leriniy
el ""‘m" spdlic, A mpheg |

o1 dwd Tig ﬁt"“: o ﬁtp.
Xy roidre yhwg

Venr. 219. He fiom the
awend'ri ﬁrrm,@c Jie
He fubdued the intra&tabi-
lity of all the four elements,

| and made them fubferviens

to tho e of Mes.
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Then, looking up from fire to.fire, explord 225
One great firft father, and that firft ador’d. ‘
«Or plain tradition that this All begun,
Convey’d unbroken faith from fire to fon ;

The worker from the work diftin@ was known,
And fimple Reafon never-fought butone: . 230
E’er Wit oblique had broke that fteddy light,

Man, like his Maker, faw that all was right ;

To Virtue, in the paths of Pleafure, trod,

_ And own’d a Father when he own’d 2 God.

Love all the faith, and all-th’ allegiance then ; 23§
For Nature knew no right divine in Men,

No ill could fear in God 3 and underftood

A fov’reign being but a fov’reign good.

NoTEs.

Ver. 225. ‘Thn,luﬁ:_gidui the farmer flate, they
ap, &¢c.] The poet here | refted in fecond caufes, the
maketh their more ferions | immediate authors of their
attentionto Religion to have . bleflings, whem they revered
arifen, not from their gra- | @+ God; but that, in the
titude amidft abundance, ! other, they reafoned up to
but from their helplefinefs ; the Firft:
in diftrefs ; by thewing that, |

Then, looking up frem Jfire to fire, &,
This, I am afiaid, is but tao. | ebligne, &fc.] A beamtiful
1 trge a reprefentation of hy- | allufion to the effe@s of the
man nature. T prifmatic glafs e the rays

*Ver 231. E'er Wit |of light, .. .. ..

.
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True faith, true policy, united ran, .-

ExsIR3

4 A'\ﬁ

That was but love of God, agd this of Man. ..2407!

Who ﬁrﬁ taught fouls enﬂav’cl, and realms. undqncg :
Th’ enormous faith of many made forone;. -
That proud exception to all Nature's laws,
Tinvert the world, and counter-work its Caufe 2"/ -

.‘l'f

23

. 4

Force firft made Conqueft, and that conqueft, Law 5"

*Till Superftition gﬁght the tyrant awe,
Then fhar’d the Tyranny, then lent it aid,

And Gods of Conqu’rors, Slaves of Subjects made :

Sbe. ’midft the light’ning’s- blaze, and thunder’s : -

found,

‘When rock’d the mountains, and when groan’d the-
250 .

ground,

She taught the weak to bend, :the proud to. pray,
To Pow’r unfeen, and mightier far than they :
She, from the rending earth and burfting fkies,
Saw Gods ,c}_efcend and fiends iafernal rife :

‘ Norn&

Ver. 242. T4’ enormons
Jaith, &¢.] In this Ariftotle
- placeth the difference be--
tween a King and a Tyrant,
that the firft fupﬁleth him-
felf made for People ;
the other, that the People
are made for him: méwla

¥ ¢ BAZIARYZ tTun PUrat, Tnwe
of iy xexlapebvor Tac Solag unbly
ahxey witxmm, o N Jiuoc md
Cidrlas unbiv: # X TYPANNI 2
mc Ny dwelabwer xordy, N pid

ol . 13lag aperslag ydew. Pol.

lib. v. cap. 10,

-~

T 246~

..
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Here fix’d the dreadful, there the bleft abodes ; 255
Fear made her Devils, and weak Hope her Gods;
Gods partial, changeful, paflionate, unjuft,
‘Whofe sattributes were Rage, Revenge, or Luft ;
Such a3 the fouls of cowards might conceive,

«And, form’d like tyrants, tyrants would belieye. 260
Zeal then, not charity, beeame the guide;

. And hell was built on fpite, and heav’n on pride.
Then facred feem’d th'etherial vault no. more ;
Altars grew marble then, and reek’d with gore :
Then firft the Flamen tafted living food; = 265
Next his grim idol fmear’d with human blood ;
With Heav’n’s own thunders fhook the world below,
And play’d the God an engine on his foe.

So drives Self-love, thro’ juft and thro’ unjuft,

"To one Man’s pow’r, ambition, lucre, luft:"  27@

+‘The fame Self-love, in all, becomes the caufe

Of what refkrains him, Government and Laws. =
For, what one likes if others like as well,

‘What ferves one will, when many wills rebel ?

NorTes.

Ver. 262.—and beaw’n | to go to heaven without
on pride.] This might be | being received ‘there on the
very well faid of thofe times, | footing of 8 God. -
when no one was content | )

E :
,

Al
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How fhall he keep, what, fleeping or awake, 275
A weaker may furprife, a ftronger take?
His fafety mutt his liberty reftrain :
- All join to guard what each defires to gain.
Forc’d into virtue thus by Self-defence, :
"Ev’n Kings learn’d juftice and benevolence: 280
Self-love forfook the path it firft purfu’d, ‘
And found the private in the public good.

*Twas then, the ftudious head or gen’rous mind,
Follow'r of God or friend of human-kind,
Poet or Patriot, rofe but to reftore 285
The Faith and Moral, Nature gave before ;
. Re-lum’d her ancient light, not kindled new ;
If not God’s image, yet his thadow drew :
Taught Pow’r’s due ufe to People and to Kings,
Taught nor to flack, nor ftrain its tender ftrings,-
The lefs, or greater, fet fo juftly true, 291
"That touching one muft ftrike the other too ;
>Till jarring intrefts, of themfelves create
Thiccording mufic of a well-mix’d State.

NoTEs.

Ver. 283. *Tavas then, | he had principally in view,
e.) The poet feemeth | were Socrates and Ariftotle 5
here the po- | who, of all the world,
lite and ﬁounﬂung aEe of | fpoke beft of p&
Greece 3 and thofe bene- wrote be& of Govcmment.
faltors to Mankind, which .
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Such is the World’s great harmony, that fprings

From Order, Union, full Confent of things :

296

Where fmall and great; whete weak and mighty,

made

To ferve, not fuffer, ftrengthen, not invade ;
More pow’rful each as needful to the reft,

And, in proportion as it blefles, bleft ;

300

Draw to one point, and to one centre bring

Beaft, Man, or Angel, Servant, Lord, or King.
For Forms of Government let fools conteft;

Whate’er is beft adminifter’d is beft :

For Modes of Faith let gracelefs zealots fight; 305

His can’t be wrong whofe life is in the right:

NoTEs.

. VER. 303. For forms of
Goversment, {fc.] The an-
thor of thefe lines was far
from meaning that no one

form of government is, in’

itfelf, better than another;
- (as, that mixed or limited
Monarchy, for example, is
not preferable to abfolute)
but that no form of Go-.
vernment, however excel-
lent or préferable, in itfelf,
can be fufficient tlofmake b:
people happy, unlefs it

adminiﬁerl;d with integrity.
QOn the contrary, the beft

fort of Government, when
the form of it is preferved,
and the adminifiration cor-
rupt, is moft dangerous. P.
VER. 305. For Modes of
Faith let gracelefi zealots
Jight 5] Thefe latter Ages
have feen fo many fcanda«~
lous contentions for modes of -
Faith, to the violation of
Chriftian Charity, and dif-
honour of facred Scripture,
that it is not atall ft
they fhould become thm
je& of fo benevolent and’
wifean Autbor’s refentment,

E 2
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In Faith and Hope the world will difagree,
But all Mankind’s concern is Charity:

Nortks.

But that which he here
- feemed to have more par-
ticularly in his eye was the
long and mifchievous {quab-
ble between W-——d and
Jackson, on a point con-
fefledly above Reafon, and
amongft thofe adorable my-
fteries which it is the ho-
nour of our Religion to find
unfathomable. In this, by
the weight of anfwers and
replies, redoubled upon one
another without mercy, they
' made fo profound a pro-
grefs, that the One proved,
nothing hindered, in Na-
ture, but that zbe Sox might
bawe been the Fatber 3 and

the Other, that nothing | for

hindered, in Grace, but
that she Son may be a mere
Creature. - In a word, they
" made all things difputable
but their own dullnefs ; and
this they left unqueftioned ;
and it was the only thing
they did leave, of which
their readers could be cer-
tain. But if, inftead of
throwing fo many Greek
Fathers at one another’s

\

heads, they had bat chanced
to refle® on the fenfe of
one Greek word ATTFIPIA,
that it fignifies both 1xp1-
21;; and 1GNoRANCE, this
n equivocation might
have faved them ten th(g)to
fand, which they expended
in carrying on the contro-
verfy. However thofe Mifis
that magwified the . Scene,
enl the Charafter of
;)':i mba.unts: ‘:mdf n‘g»
y expe&ting common fenfe

on a fubje& wghere we have
no ideas, the defefts of dul-
nefs difappeared, and - its
advantages (for, advantages
it has) were all ‘provided

The wortt is, fuch kind
of Writers feldom know
when to have done. For
writing themfelves op into
the fame delufion with their
Readers, they ate apt to
venture out into ‘the more -
open paths of Literatare,
whiere their repuration,
made out of that Noff,
which Lucian calls zp4r:;
inéxgoor, prefently fals from
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All muft be falfe that thwart this One great End;
And all of God, that blefs- Mankind or mend. 310

NoTEes,

4
them, and their nakednefs
appears, And thus it fared
with our two Worthies,
The World, which muft
have always fomething to
amufe it, was now in good
time grown weary of its
play-things, and catched at
a new obje& that promifed
them more agreeable enter-
tainment. ' 1'indal, a kind
- of Baftard Socrates, had
brought our fpeculations
from Heawen to Earth:
and, undes the pretence of
advancing the Antiquity of
Chriftianity, laboured to
undermine its original. This
was a controverfy that re-
quired another . manage-
ment. Clear fenfe, fevere
reafoning,a thorough know-
ledge of prephane and fa-
cred Antigpity, and as in-
timate acquaintance with
bhuman Natyre, were the
?hnahms to determine upon

is Queftion. A very un-
promifiog. adventure for
thefe metaphyfical purflings,
bred np under the thade of

chimeras. Yet they would
needs venture out. What
they got by it was only to
be once well laughed at,
and then forgotten. But one
odd circumitance deferves

to be remembered ; tho’

they wrote not, you may
be fure, in ‘concert, yet
each attacked his Adverfary
at the fame time; faftened
upon him in the fame place,
and mumbled him juft in
the fame. manner. But the
il fuccefs of this efcape foon
brought them to themfelves.
The One made a fruitlefs
effort to revive the old
game, in a difcourfe on

be importance of the Dac-
trine of the Tripity 3 and
the Other has been ever
fincg, till very lately, rim~
bling im space.

. This fhort hiftory, as in-
fignificant as the fubjetts of
it are, may not be altoge-
ther unufeful te pofterity.
Divines may learn by thefe
examples to avoid- the mif-
chiefs done to Religion and,

Ej3



-

70 ESSAY ON ' MAN. Er.ILL
. Man, like the gen’rous vine, fupported lives ;
The ftrength he gains is from th’embrace he gives.
On their own Axis as the Planets run,
Yet make at once their circle round the Sun ;
So two confiftent motions aét the Soul ; 315
And one regards Itfelf, and one the Whole.

“Thus God and Nature link’d the gen’ral frame,
And bade Self-love and Social be the fame.

NaTES,

Literatare thro’ the affe@a- | ing beyond what can be
tion of being wife above nnderﬁood
what is wrltten, and know-
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A‘RGUMENTOF'
EPISTLE IV.

of “the Nature and State of Man ‘with refpect to
: Happinefs. '

1. FA LS E Notions of Happinefs, Philofophical and
- Popular, anfwered from ¥ 19 to 77. 1II. It is the
End of all Men, and attainable by all, ¥ 30. God
intends Happinefs to be equal 5 and to be fo, it muft
be focial, fince all particular Happinefs depends on
_general, and fince he governs by general, not par-
ticular Laws, ¥ 37. As it is neceffary for Order,
and the peace and welfare of Society, that external
goods /hould be unequal, Happinefs is not made to
confift in thefe, ¥ 51. But, notwithflanding that
inequality, the balance of Happinefs among Man- -
kind is kept even by Providence, by the two P%m
of Hope and Fear, 3 70. UI. What the
pinefs of Individuals is, as far as is confifient with
the conflitution of this world; and that the good
Man has bere the advantage, ¥ 77.  The error of
imputing to Virtue what are only the calamities of
Nature, or of Fortune, ¥ 94. . IV, The z:ily of
expecling that God fbould alter his general Laws in
favour of particulars, ¥ 121. V. That we are
- ot judges who are good ; but that, whoever they are,
they muft be happiefft, ¥ 133, &c. VI, Thas
external goods areaia:t the proper’ rewards, but



72 ARGUMENT,
en inconfiflent withy or defirultive of Virtue,
. 3?165. ﬁft even thefe canﬁa&em }{an b
without Virtue : Inflanced inRiches, 3 183. Ho-
‘nours, ¥ 191. Nobility, ¥ 203. Greatnefs,
¥ 215. Fame, ¥ 235, Superior Talents, ¥ 257,
. &c.  With pictures of buman Infelicity in Men
vﬁﬁd of them all, ¥ 267, &c. . That
wrtue only conflitutes a Happinefs, whofe object is
univerfal, and whofe profpe# eternal, ¥ 307, &c.
That the perfeQion of Virtue and Happinefs con-
Jfis in a conformity to the ORDER of PrOVI-
DENCE bere, and a Refignation to it bere and
bereafrer, ¥ 326, &c, '
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[731]
EPISTLE IV

H Harringss! our being’s end and aim !
Good, Pleafure, Eafe, Content ! whate’er thy
. name:
That fomething fill which prompts th’eternal figh,
For which we bear to live, or dare to die,
Which ftill fo near us, yet beyond us lies, 5
Q’er-look’d, feen double, by the fool, and wifes

VARIATIONS,

« VERr. 1. Ob Happinefs ! &c.] in the MS. thus,
'/ Oh Happinefs! to which we all afpire, - °
o Wing'd with ftrong hope, and borne by full defire ;
That eafe, for which in want, in wealth we figh 3
‘That eafe, for which we labour and we die.

Er.IV.] THE two foregoing epiftles having con-
fidered Man with regard to the Means (that is,:in all his
yelations, whether as an Individual, or a Member of

.. Society) this laft comes to confider him with regard to
the End, that is, Happinefs.

NorTEs,

Vir. 6. O'erlook’d, feen | thing exclufive of Virtue ;
double,} O’erlook’dby thofe | feen double by thofe who ad-
who place Happinefs in any | mit any thing clfe to have

N
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Plant of celeftial feed ! if dropt below,
Say, in- what mortal foil thou deign’ft to grow ?
Fair op’ning to fome Court’s propitious fhine,

Or deep with di’'monds in the flaming mine?

I0

Twin’d with the wreaths Parnaffian lawrels yield,
Or reap’d in iron harvefts of the field ? ‘
Where grows ?—where grows it not ? If vain our toil,
We ought to blame the culture, not the foil :

Fix’d to no fppt is Happinefs fincere,

*Tis no where to be found, or ev’ry where ;

*Tis never to be bought, but always free,

And fled from monarchs, ST Joun ! dwellswiththee.
Afk of the Learn’d the way? The Learn’d are

blind;

This bids to ferve, and that to fhun mapkind; .20
Some place the blifs in altion, fome in eafe,
Thofe call it Pleafure, and Contentment thefe ;.

NoTEs.

# fhare ‘with Virtue in pro-
curing Happinefs ; thefe be-
ing the two general miftakes
that this epitle is employed
in confuting.

Vrir: 21, Some place the
blifs in altion,—Some funk
to Beafts, &c.} 1. Thofe
whe place Mappinefs, or
the fummum bonum, in Plea-

fure, ‘H3a, fuch as the Cy-
renaic fe&, called on that
account the Hedonic. 2.
Thofe who place it in a cer-
tain tranquillity or calmnefs
of Mind, which they call
Etfuuia, fuch as the Demo-
critic fe&. 3. The Epicu-
rean. 4. TheStoic. 5. The
Protagorean, which held

15
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Some funk to Beafts, find pleafure end in pain;
Some fwell’d to Gods, confefs ev’n Virtue vain;

- Or indolent, to each extreme they fall,

5

To truft in ev’ry thing, or doubt of all.
‘Who thus define it, fay they more or lefs
“Than this, that Happinefs is Happinefs? =~
Take Nature’s path, and mad Opinion’s leave ;

All ftates can reach it, and all heads conceive ;

30

Obvious _her goods, in no extreme they dwell ;
There needs but thinking right, and meaning well ;
.And mourn our various pertions as we pleafe,
Equal is Common Senfe, and Common Eafe." .

NoTEs.

that Man was wélay xenuérar
phrger, the meafure of all
things ; for that all things
which appear to him are,
and thofe things which ap-
pear not to any Man are
got ; fo that every imagina-
gination or opinion of every
"man - was troe. 6. The
Sceptic : Whofe abfolute
Doubt is with great judg-
ment faid to be the effeét
of Indolence, as well as the
abfolute Truft of the Pro-
tagorean: For the fame
dread of labour attending
“the fearch of truth, which
makes this latter prefume

it to be always at hand,
makes the former conclude
it is never to be found.
The only difference is, that
the lazinefs of ‘the one is
defponding, and the lazinefs
of the other fanguine ; yet
both can give it a
name, and call it Hap-
pinefs. B '
VER. 23. Some funk 1o
Beafts, &8c.] Thefe four
lines added in the laft Edi-
tion, as neceflary to com-
plete the fummary of the
falfe purfuits after happinefs
amongft the Greek philo-
bpheno s .
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Remember, Man, ¢ the Univerfal Caufe 35
¢ A&s not by partial, but by gen’ral laws ;”
And makes what Happinefs we juftly call
Subfift not in the good of one, but all.
There’s not a blefling Individuals find, = .
But fome way leans and hearkens to the kind: 40
"No Bandit fierce, no Tyrant mad with pride,
No cavern’d Hermit, refts felf-fatisfy’d : ,
Who moft to fhun or hate Mankind pretend, - |
Seek an admirer, or would fix a friend :
Abftra& what others feel, what others think, 4§
All pleafures ficken, and all glories fink : '
Each has his thare ; and who would more obtain,
Shall find, the pleafure pays not half the pain..
ORpER is Heav’n’s firft law ; and this confeft,
Some are, and muft be, greater than the reft, 50
More rich, more wife ; but who infers from hence
‘That fuch are happier, fhocks all common fenfe, = .

, VARIATIONS.
After Ver. §2. in the MS.
Saynot, * Heav'n’s here profufe, there poorly faves,
¢« And for one Monarch-makes a thoufand flaves.”
You'll find, whea Cavfes and their Eads are known,
*Twas for the thoufand Heav’n has made that one.
NorTEs.

V. 49. Order is| The firft law made by Ged.
Heav'n's firft law ;] i, e. | relates to Order ; which is
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Heav’n to Markind impartial we confefs,

If all areequal in their Happinefs :

But mutual wants this Happinefs increafe ; - 55

All Nature s diff’rence keeps all Nature’s peace.

Condmon, circumftance is not the thing ; ;

Blifs is the fame in fubje or in king,

In who obtain defence, or who defend,

In him who'is, or him who finds a friend: 6o

Heav’n breathes thro’ ev’ry member of the whole

One common blefling, as one common foul.

But Fortune’s gifts if each alike pofleft,

And each were equal, muft not all conteft ?

If then to all Men Happinefs was meant, 6s.

God in Externals could not place Content.
Fortune her gifts may varioufly difpofe, -

And thefe be happy call’d, unhappy thofe ;

: VARIATIONS.

After VER. 66. in the MS.

*Tis peace of mind alone is at a flay ;

The reft mad Fortune gives or takes away.

All other blifs by accident’s debar’d ;

But Virtue's, in the inftant, areward ; =

o bardeft trials operates the beft, -

And more is relifh’d as the more diftreft.

NorEs.

a beautifal allufiori to the | peafed the thorders ‘of
Scripture hiftory of the Crea- | Chaos, and feparated the
tion, when God firft ap- | light from the darknefs.
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But Heav’n’s juft balance equal will appear,
"While thofe are plac’d in Hope, and thefe in Fear:

Not prefent good or ill, the joy or curfe,

7t

But future views of better, or of worfe.

Oh fons of earth! attempt ye flill to rife,

By mountains pil’d on mountains, to the fkies ?

Heav'n ftill with laughter the vain toil furveys, 75

And buries madmen in the heaps they raife.

Know, all the good that individuals find, .

. Or God and Nature meant to mere Mankind,
Reafon’s whole pleafure, all the joys of Senfe,
Lie in three words, Health, Peace, and Competence.
But Health confifts with Temperance alone ; _ 81
And Peace, oh Virtue ! Peace is all thy own. '
The good or bad the gifts of Fortune gain ;

_ But thefe lefs tafte them, as they worfe obtain.

NoTES.

VEr. 79. Reafon’s whole
pleafure, &c.] This is a
beautiful paraphrafis for
Happinefs ; for all we feel
of good is by fenfation and
refle@ion.

VER.82.40d Peace, &¢.]
Confeious Innocence (fays the
poet) is the only fource of
internal Peace ; and known
Innocence, of external;
therefore, Peace is the fole

iffue of Virtue} or, in his
own emphatic words, Pzace
is all thy own ; a conclufive
obfervation in hisargument,
which ftands thus: Is Hap-
pinefs rightly placed in Ex-
ternals } No; for it confifts
in Health, Peace, and Com-
petence. Health and Com-
petence are the produt of
Temperance, and Peace of
perfe& Innocence.
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Say, in purfuit of profit or delight, - © 85

Who rifk the moft, that take wrongmeans, or right ?

- Of Vice or Virtue, whether bleft or curft,

Which .meets contempt, or.which compaflion firft?

Count all th’advantage profp’rous Vice attains,

*Tis but what Virtue flies from and difdains: > go'

And grant the bad what happinefs they wou’d,

One they muft want, which is, to pafs for good.
Oh blind to truth, and God’s whole fcheme below,

Who fancy Blifs to Vice, to Virtue Woe!

Who fees and follows that great fcheme the beft, 95

‘Beft knows the bleffing, and will moft be bleft.

But fools, the Good alone, unhappy call,

For ills or accidents that chance to all.

See FALKLAND dies, the virtuous and the juft!

See god-like TURENNE proftrate on theduft! 100

VARIATIONS.

After Ver. g2. in the MS. :
. Let fober Moralifts corret their fpeech,
No bad man’s happy : he is great or rich.

, NoTES. . )
Ver. 100. See god-like | for any of his fuperior qua-
Turenne] This epithet has | lities fo much as for hispro-
. a peculiar juftnefs ; the | vidential care of thofe whom
great man to whont it is ap- | heled to war s which was fo
plied not being diftinguith- | extraordinary, that his chief
ed, from other . generals, | parpofe in saking on him-
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See S1DNEY bleeds amid the martial firife !
‘Was this their Virtue, or Contempt of Life ?
Say, was it Virtue, more tho’ Heav'n né’er gave,
Lamented D1gey! funk thee to the grave?
Tell me, if Virtue made the Son expite, 10§
Why, full of days and honour, lives the Sire? -
Why drew Marfeille’s good bifhop purer breath,
‘When Nature ficken’d, - and each gale was death !
Or.why fo long (in life if long can be)
“Lent Heav’n a parent to the poor and me ? 110
‘What makes all phyfical or moral ill ?
There deviates Nature, and here wanders Will.
God fends not ill ; if rightly underftood,
Or partial Il is univerfal Good,
Or Change admits, or Nature lets it fall; 11§
_Short, and but rare, till Man improv’d it all,

VARIATIONS.

' .»Afm j\ 116. in the MS.

Of ev'ry evil, fince the world began,
The real fource is not in God, but man. N

NoTEs.

- felf the command of armies, | of that famous campaign in
feems to have been the Pre- | which he loft his life.
fervation of Mankind.: In| Vzr. 110. Lent Heav's
thisgod./ikecarehe wasmore | a parent, Ef¢.] This laft
diftinguifhably  employed | inftance of the poet’s illu-
throughout thewhole courfe | firation of the ways of Pro-
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81

We jufh 4y, wifely might:of Heav’n complain. .
That gightegus Abel was deftroy’d by Caipy
As that the. virtuous fon- is.ill at cafe Cae

When his lewd father gave the dire diféatey

- ¥20

Think we, like fome weak Prince, th’Eternal Clufc,
Prone for hig fav’rites to reverfe hislaws? -

Sball burning Ztna, if a fage requxtes,
Forgetp thunder, and recall her fires?

On air or fea new motions be impreft,

..Igs )

Oh blamelefs Bethel ! to relieve thy breaft? .
When the loofe mountain trembles froim on high,
Shall gravitation ceafe, if you go by?:

No"rlgs. .

vpdence, the reader fees, has
4 peculiar elegance 5 where

a tribute of piety to a pa-’

rent is paid in a return of
thanks to, and made fub-
fervient of, his vindication
of, the Great Giver and Fa-
ther of all things. The Mo-

ther of the anthor, a per- |’

{on of great piety and cha-
rity, died the year this poem
Wa;’{jmfhed viz. 1733,

ER. 121. Thigk e,
like fome weak Prince, J¢.]
Agreeably hereunto, holy.
Stripture, jn its account of

things under the common,

[ n

Providence of Heaven, ne-
ver reprefents miracles as
wrought for the fake of him
who is the obje& of them,
but in order to give credit
tod fome t:lf God's extra-
ordinary difpenfations to
Mankmyd pes

VER. 123. Shall Burning
Atna, &c.] Alluding to
the fate of thofe two great

Naturalifls, Empedocies and

Pliny, who both perifhed

.by- too near an approach to
Ztna and Vefuvius, while

they.. were _cxploting. the
caﬂ(eu,of theis skupsions.

v
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Or fome old temple, -nodding to its fall, ‘

For Chartres’ head referve the hanging wall? . 130
But ftill thisworld (fo fitted for the knave)

Contents us not. A better fhall we have ?

A kingdom of the Juft then letitbe: °

But firft confider how thofe Juft agree.

. The good muft merit God’s peculiar care; 135
‘But who, but God, can tell us who they are?
One thinks on Calvin Heav’n’s own fpirit fell ;

" Another deems him inftrument of hell ;
If Calvit&feeLHeav’n’s bleffing, or its rod,
This cries there is, and that, thereis no God. 140
What fhocks one part will edify the reft,
“Nor with one fyftem can they all be bleft.
The very beft will varioufly incline,
And what rewards your Virtue, punith mine.
WHATEVER 18,is RIGHT.—This world, ’tis true,
‘Was made for Czfar—but for Titustoo: = 146
And whichmore bleft? who chain’d his counry, fay,
Or he whofe Virtue figh’d to lofe a day ? !
¢ But fometimes Virtue ftarves, while Vice isfed.”
What then ? Is the reward of Virtue bread? 1 50
VARIATIONS., -
After VER. 142. in fome Editions,

Give each a Syftem, all muf be at frfe 5
. What different Syftcms for a Man and Wife?

.y




Er.IV. ESSAY ON MAN. 8
That, Vice may merit, ’tis.the price of toil";

The knave deferves it, when he tills the foil,

‘The knave deferves it, when he tempts the main,
Whete Folly fights for kings, er dives for gain.
The good man may be weak, be indolent ; 155
Nor is his claim to plenty, but content.

But grant him Riches, your demand is o’er ?

¢ No—ihall the good want Health, the good want
. Pow’r ¥

Add Health, and Pow’r, and ev’ry earthly thmg,
¢ Whybounded Pow’r ? why private ? why no king ?””
Nay, why external for internal giv’n } 161"
Why is not Man a God, and Earth a Heav’n?
Who afk and reafon thus, will fcarce conceive
God gives enough while he has more to give :
" Immentfe the pow’r immenfe were the demand ; 165
Say, at what part of nature will they ftand ?
What nothing earthly gives, or can deftroy,
The foul’s calm fun-fhine, and the heart-felt joy,
Is Virtue’s prize : A better would you fix ?
Then give Humility a coach and fix, 170
, Juftice a Conq’r’,g fword, or Truth a gown,
"Or Pubhc Spirit its great cure, a Crown.

VARIATION s
After) 172, in the MS. -
Say, what rewards this idle world imparts,
Or fit for fearching thads or honeft hearm.
2



- Go, like the Indian, in another life,
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Weak, foolith man! will Heav’n.reward us there
With the fame trath mad mortals with for here ?
The Boy and Man an individual makes; 175
Yet figh’ft thou now for apples and for cakes ?
Expe& thy dog, thy bottle, and thy wife :

As well as dream fuch trifles are aﬂi‘gn’d,

.As toys and empires, for a god-like mind. - 180

Rewards, that either would to Virtue bring
No joy, or be deftructive of the thing : !
How oft by thefe at fixty are undone

“The virtues of a faint at twenty-one ! A
. To whom can Riches give Repute, or Truft, 185

Content, or Pleafure, but the Good and Juft ?
Judges and Senates have been bought for gold,
Efteem and Love were never to be fold.

Oh fool! to think God hates the worthy mind,

" The lover and the love of human-kind, ' 190

. NoTEs. :
Vn 177. Go, like the | tional hopes of fature hap-

Indian, €5¢ ] Alluding to pinefs but only to reprove

the example of the Indian in  the folly of feparating them
Epift. i. ¥ 99. and fhewing, . them- from.- chanty as
that that example was not when .

given to difcredit any ra- |

———2Zteal, not Charity, became the guide,
And bell was busit on fpite, and beagl'n an pride.
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Whofe life is healthful, and whofe confcience clear,
Becaufe he wants a thoufand pounds a year.
Honour and thame from no Condition rife ;

A& well your part, there all the honour lies, 194

Fortune in Men has fome fmall- diff’rence made,
One flaunts in rags, one flutters in brocade ;

The cobler apron’d, and the parfon gown'd,

The frier hooded, and the monarch crown’d.

“ What differ more (you cry) than crown and cowl »”
I’ll tell you, friend ! a wife man and a Fool. 200
You'll find, if once the monarch aéts the monk,
Or, cobler-like, the parfon will be drunk,

Worth makes the man, and want of it, the fellow 3
The reft is all but leather or prunella. 204

- Stuck o’er with titles and hung round wnthﬁ'nngs,

- That thou may’ft be by Kings, or whores of kings.
" Boaft the pure blood of an illuftrious race,
In quiet ﬁow from Lucrece to Lucrece :

VARIATI ONS.

Vxn 207 Boaft the pure blaod, &¢.] in the MS. thus,
The richeft blood, ‘right- -honourably old,
Down from Lucretia to Lucretia roll’d, -
May fwell thy heart and gallop in thy breaft, .
Without one dath of ufher or of prieft :
Thy pride as much defpife all-other pride
As Chrift-Church once all colleges befide.

F3
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- But by your father’s worth if your’s you rate,

~ Count me thofe only who weie good and great. 210
Go! if your ancient, but ignoble blood :

Has crept thro’ fcroundels ever fince the flood,

Go ! and pretend your farhily is young ; -~ g
Nor own, your fathers have been fools fo long,.
‘What can ennoble fots, or flaves, or cowards? 21§
"Alas ! not all the blood of all the HowARDs.

Look next on Greatnefs; fay where Greatnefs lies?
¢¢ Where, but among the Heroes and the Wife?” .
Heroes are much the fame, the point’s agreed, -
From Macedonia’s madman to the Swede; 220

- NoTgs.

Ver. 219. Heroes are | force; and deferved the
wuch the fame, £&c.] This | poet’s care. But Milton
charatter might have been | fupplies what is here want-
drawn with much more | ing. .

", They err who count it glorious te fub
By comqueft far and wide, to over-run
Large Countries, andin field great Battles ain,
Great Cities by affault. What do thefe wortbies,
But rob and fpoil, burn, flaughter, and enflave
- Peaceable Nations, neigh®’ring or remote,
Made captive, yet deferving I'greedon more
Than thofe their Congrors ; who leave bebind
Notbing but ruin wherefoe'er they rove,
And all the flourifbing werks of peace defiray ?
Than fuwell avith pride, and maft be titled Gods
*Till Cong’ror Death diftovers them fearce Men,
Rolling in brutifp. Vices, and daform™d,
Fiolent or fbameful deaih their dug rewvard.
. Par. Reg. B. iii.

.
'
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The whole ftrange purpofe of their lives, to ﬁnd
Or make, an enemy of all mankind !
Not one looks backward, onward fill he goes,
Yet ne’er looks forward farther than his nofe,
No lefs alike the Politic and Wife; 22§
All fly flow things, with circumfpe@ive eyes:
Men in their loofe unguarded hours they take,
Not that themfelves are wife, but others weak.
But grant that thofe can conquer, thefe can cheat ;
*Tis phrafe abfurd to call a Villain Great : 230
Who wickedly is wife, or madly brave,
Is but the more a foo , the more a knave.
Who noble ends by noble means obtains,
Or failing, fmiles in exile or in chains,
Like good Aurelius let him reign, or bleed 235
Like Socrates, that Man is great indeed.

What's Fame ? 'a fancy’d life in others breath,
A thing beyond us, ev’n before our death, )
Juft what you hear, you have, and what’s unknown
The fame (my Lord) if Tully’s, or your own.
All that we feel of it begins and ends
In the fmall circle of our foes or friends ;
To all befide as much an empty fhade
An Eugene living, as a Cazfar dead ;
Alike or when, or where, they thone, or fhine, 24%
Or on the Rubicon, or on the Rhine,

F 4

241
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A Wit's a feather, and a Chief a rod ;
An honeft Man’s the nobléfwork of God.
Fame but from death a villain’s name can fave, -
As Juftice tears his body from the grave ; 250
When what t'oblivion bstter were refign’d,
" Is hung on high, to poifon half mankind.
All fame is foreign, but of true defert
Plays round the head, but comes not to the heart:
One felf-approving hour whole years out-weighs
Of ftupid ftarers, and of loud huzzas ; 256
- And more true joy Marcellus exil’d feels,
Than Cefar with a fenate at his heels.
In Parts fyperior whai advantage lies ?

Tell (for You can) what s it to be wife ? 260

>Tis but to know how little can be known ; -

T'o fee all others faults, and feel our own :

Condemn’d in bus’nefs or in arts to drudge,

Without a fecond, or without 2 judge:

Truths would you teach, or fave a finking land ? -

‘All fear, none aid you, and few.underftand. 266
" Painful pretieminence ! yourfelf to view

. Above life’s weaknefs, and its comforts too,

" Bring then 'thefe bleﬁings to a ftri& account ;

Make fair deduions ; fee to what they mount :

How much of - other each.is fure to coft ;- 271

How.cach for other oft.is wholly loft ;
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How inconfiftent greater goods with thefe ;

How fometimes life is rifqu’d, and alwayseafe :
Think, and if fill the things thy envy call, . 27§
-Say, would’ft thou be the Man to whom they fall ?
"To figh for ribbands if thou art fo filly,

Mark how they grace Lord Umbra, or Sir Billy :
Is yellow dirt the paffion of thy Jife ?

Look buton Gripus, or on Gripus’ wife : 280
If Parts allure thee, think how Bacon fhin’d,

The wifeft, brighteft, meaneft of mankind.:

Or ravifh’d with the whiftling of a Name,

See Cromwell, damn’d to everlafting fame !

NoTEs.

VER. 281, 283. If Parts
allure thee, — Or ravifp'd
aith the wbifiling of a
Narme,) Thefe two inftances
are chofen with great judg-
‘ment ; the world, perhaps,
doth not afford two other
fuch. Bacon difcovered and
laid down thofe principles,
by the affitance of which

Newton was enabled to un-

fold thegwhole law of Na-
ture. Hewas no lefs eminent
for the creative power of his
imagination, the brightnefs
of his thoughts, and the force
of his expreffion : Yet being
convicted and punifhéd for

bribery and corruption -in
theadminiftration of juftice,
while he prefided in the fu-
premeCourtof Equity,he en-
deavoured to repair his ruin-
ed fortunes by the moft pro-
fligate flattery to the Court :
Which, from his very firft
entrance into it, he had ac~
cuftomed himfelf to pradtife
with a proftitation that dif-
graceth the. very profeflion
of letters.

Cromwell feemeth to be
diftingnithed in the moft

eminent magner, with re-
gard to his abilities, from

all other ‘great and wicked

1



. How happy ! thofe to ruin, thefe betray. ~

’,

90

. ESSAY ON MAN.
If all, united, thy ambition call,
From ancient ftory learn to fcorn them all.

Er. IV.
A 285

There, in the rich, the honour’d, fam’d, and great,
See the falfe fcale of Happinefs complete !
In hearts of Kings, ‘or arms of Queens who lay,

290

Mark by what wretched fteps their glory grows,.
From dirt and féa-weed as proud Venice rofe ;
In each how guilt and greatnefs equal ran,

And all that rais’d the Hero, funk the Man :

NoTEs.

men, who have overturned
the Liberties of their Coun-
try. ‘The times, in which
others fucceeded in this at-
tempt, were fuch as faw the

fpirit of ‘Liberty fuppreffed

and flifled :(a general luxu-
ry and venality : Bat Crom-
well fubdued. his country,
when this fpirit was at its
height, by a fuccefsful firug-
gleagninft court-oppreffion ;
and while*it was conduéted
and fupported by a fet of
the greateft Geniufes for
government the world ever
faw ‘embarked together in
one common caufe.

Ver 283. Or ravip’d
awith the whiflisy of a
Name.] And even this fan-
taftic glory fometimes fuf
fers a terrible reverfe, m———

Sachavarel, in his Voyage
to I-columbkill, defcribing
the charch there, tells us,
that  In one corner isa pe-
¢ culiar inclofure, in which
‘“ were the monuments of
*¢ the kings of many diffe-
¢ yent nations, as Scotland,
“¢ Ireland, Norway, and the
“ Iffe of Man. Tuis (faid
‘¢ the perfon who thewed me
¢ place, pointing to a plain
¢ flone) was the monument
¢ of the Great TeacGuE,

¢ king of Irelahd. I had

¢ never heard of him, -and

¢ could not but refle& of

 how little value is Great-
““ nefs that has barely left a

¢ mame {candalous to a na-

¢ tion, and a grave which

¢ the meaneft of mankind '
‘“ would never envy.”
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Now Europe’s laurels on their brows behold, 295

But ftain’d with blood, or ill exchang’d for gold :

Then fee them broke with toils, or funk in eafe,

Or infamous for plunder’d provinces.

Oh wealth ill-fated ! which no a& of fame

E’er taught to thine, or fantify’d from fhame! 300

What greater blifs attends their clofe of life ?

Some greedy minion, or imperious wife.

The trophy’d arches, ftory’d halls invade -

And haunt their flumbers in the pompous fhade,

Alas! not dazzled with their noon-tide ray, . 305

Compute the morn and ev’ning to the day ;

The whole amount of that enormous fame,

A Tale, that blends their glory with their thame !
Know then this truth (enough for Man to know)

¢¢ Virtue alone is Happinefs below.” o 315

‘The only point where human blifs ftands #ill,

And taftés the good without the fall to ill

Where only Merit conftant pay receives,

Is bleft in what it takes, and what it gives;

The joy unequal’d, if its end it gain, 318

And if it lofe, attended with no pain:

VARIATIONS.
Afier # 316. in the MS.
Ev’n while it feems unequal to difpofe,
And checquers all the good Man's joys with woes,
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Without fatiety, tho’ e’er fo blefs’d,

And but more relifh’d as the more diftrefs’d ;

The broadeft mirth unfeeling Folly wears,

Lefs pleafing far than Virtue’s very tears: 326

Good, from each objelt, from each place acquir’d,

For ever exercis’d, yet never tir'd ;

Never elated, while one man’s opprefs’d ;

Never deje&ted, . while another’s blefs’d ;

And where no wants, no wifhes can remain, 325

- . Since but to wifh more Virtue, is to gain. ’
See the fole blifs Heav’n could on all beftow !

‘Which whobut feels can tafte, but thinks can know :

Yet poor with fortune, and with learning blind,

‘The bad muft mifs ; the good, untaught, will find ;

Slave to no fe&, who takes no private road, * 331

But looks thro’ Nature, up to Nature’s God ;

PR

VARIATIONS.

*Tis bat to teach him to fupport each ftate,

‘With patience this, with moderation that ;

And raife his bafe on that one folid joy,

"Which confcience gives, and nothing can deftroy.
Thefe lines are extremely finihed. In which there is
fuch a foothing fweetnefs in the melancholy harmony of
the, verfification, as if the poet was then in that tender
office in which he was moft officious, and in which all his

Soul came out, the condoling with fome good man in
afflition. . .
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Purfues that Chain which links th’immenfe defign,

Joins heav’n and earth, and mortal and divine,

Sees, that no Being any blifs can know, 335

But touches fome above, and fome below ; )

Learns, from this union of the rifing Whole,

The firft, laft purpofe of the human foul ;

And knows where Faith, Law, Morals, all began,

All end, inLovEe oF Gop, and Love oF MaN.340
For him alone, Hope leads from goal to goal,

And opens ftill, and opens.on his foul ;

‘No

Ver. 341. For him alone,
Hope leads from goal to goal,
&c.] PraTo, in his firft
book of a Republic, hath a
remarkable paffage to this
purpofe. ¢ He whofe con-
¢« fcience does not reproach

 him, has chearful Hope, '

¥4 for his companion, and

¢ the fupport and comfort

“ of his old age, according
¢ to Pindar. For this great
.¢¢ poet, O Socrates, ' very
¢ elegantly fays, That he
¢ who leads a juft and holy
¢ life has always amiable
¢ Hype for his companion,
¢ which fills his heart with

TES.

! *¢ joy, and is the fupportand’
‘ ‘¢ comfort of his old age.
i ¢ Hope, the moft powerfyl
1 ¢ of the Divinities, in go-
‘¢ verning the ever-changing
‘¢ and inconftant temper of
| *“ mortal men."” TG 3 pndiv
favls ddwov Euvedize WTa amic
dad wéeres, xal dyabd ymporpépos,
o¢ xal Nldapec Abysi. Xapiéilwe
yép To, & Zdxpares, TET dxsivos
slwey, S 8 dy Sialws xad dobwe
, Ty Bly daydyn. yAuxsid of xap-
. Slay drdAAuon ynporpidos curaopsl’
v iamlg, & pdhiga Syardy mordepo-
¢ov yripay xulepd. Inthefame
manner Euripides fpeaks in
his Hercules furens, ‘

Olroc ¥ dwig dpgos, Soig imizy

Mizader aisl, 19 ¥ dmopely, &rdpdc nands

¥ 105.
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*Till lengthen’d on to Faith, and unconfin’d,.
It pours the blifs that fills up all the mind.
He fees, why Nature plants in Man alone 345
Hope of known blifs, and Faith in blifs unknown :
* (Nature, whofe diQates to no other kind
Are giv’nin vain, but what they feek they find)
Wife is her prefent; the conneéls in this
His greateft Virtue with his greateft Blifs ; 350
At once his own bright profpet to be bleft,
And ftrongeft motive to affift the reft.

Self-love thus pufh’d to focial, to divine,
Gives thee to make thy neighbour’s bleffing thine.
Is this too little for the boundlefs heart ? 355
Extend it, let thy enemies have part :

‘Grafp the whole worlds of Reafon, Life, and Senfe,
In one clofe fyftem of Benevolence :

Happier as kinder, in whate’er degree,

~And height of Blifs but height of Charity. 360

God loves from Whole to Parts : But human foul
Mutt rife from Individual to the Whole.

Self-love but ferves the virtuous mind to wake,
As the fmall pebble ftirs the peaceful lake ;

NoTEs.

‘“ He is the géod man in | « awithout bope in the world
** whofe breaft Hope fprings | < is_the portion of thc
& eternally : Bat to be wicked.”
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The centre mov’d, a circle ftrait fucceeds, 365
Another ftill, and ftill another fpreads ;
Friend, parent, neighbour, firft it will embrace;
His country next; and next all human race ;
Wide and more wide, th’o’erﬂowmgs of the mind
Take ev'ry creature in, of -ev’ry kind ; 370
~ Earth fmilgs arcund, with boundlefs bounty bleft,
And Heav’n beholds its image in 'his breaft.

Come then, my Friend ! my Genius! come along;
Oh mafter of the poet, and the fong! 374

VARIATIONS.

VER: 373. Come then, my friend ! &c.] in the MS. thus,

And now sranfported o’er fo vaft a Plain, e
While the wing'd courfer flies with all her rein,

NoTEs.

VER 373. Come then, | five Species of Elocution,

my Friend ! &¢.] Thisnoble | from which, as from its.
APo&rophe, by which the | Sources, Longmus deduceth
Poet concludes the Effay in | the SurL 1M E 2,
an addrefs to his friend, will 1. The firftand chiefis a
fornith a Critic thh Ex- | Grandeur and Sublimity of
amples of every one of thofe | Conception :

G eriyrs anyal wivic tiow 7 Wnyoglac, 1. Tpbroy piy % wpawicor
5 arepl Tdg vohoug adpewiloroy. 3. Atirepoy 38 18 oPodply X $¥Swe
ememdy @i, 3. Mol Tay oxnubrey wricic, 4. H yenaia ¢edog.
§" Migenin N pusyiBe adria; Svyxrslvcs T2 wpb iavric Jumia, i iv
dEidpmars 8§ Sidpoe clyduii . L



96 ESSAY ON MAN. Ep. IV.
And while the Mufe now ftoops, or now afcends,
To Man’s low paffions, or their glorious ends,

. VARIATIONS.

While heav’'n-ward now her mounting wing fhe feels,
Now fcatter’d fools fly trembling from her heels,
Wilt thou, my St John ! keep her courfe in fight,
Confine her fury and affift her flight ?

NorTEs.

Come then, my Friend ! my Genins ! come along,

O Mafer of the Poet, and the Somg !

And while the Mafe now floops, and now afeends,
To Masn’s lowo paffions, or their glorious ends, -

2. The Second, that Pa- | the fame Time, melts and
thetic Entbufiafm, which, at | inflames : ‘

Teach me, like thee, in warious natwre wife,
To fall with dignity, with temper rife,
Form’d by thy converfe, happily to feer
From grave to gay, from lively to fevere ;
Gorre&t-with fpirit, eloquent with Eafe,
Intent to reafon, or pélite to pleafe.

3. A certain elegant Formation and Ordonance of Figures:

O ! awbhile along the fream of Time thy name
Expanded flies, and gatbers all its fame,
Say, foall my little i;r& attendant fail,

" Purfue the triumph, and partake the gale !

4. A fplendid Diction :

When fatefemen, beroes, h'ﬁ‘l, in duft repofe,
Whofe fons foall blufl their fathers wwere thy foes, .
Shall them this verfe to fdure age pretend

Tbou werg my guids, philofigher, and friend ?
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“Teach me; like thee, in various nature wife,
" To fall with dignity, with temper rife ;
JForm’d by thy converfe, happily to fteer
From grave to gay,. from lively to fevere; ~ 380
Corre& with fpirit, -eloquent with e,
Intent to reafon, or polite to pleafe.
Oh! while along the ftream of Time thy name
Expanded flies, and gathers all its fame,
Say, fhall my little bark attendant fail, 385
Purfue the triumph, and partake-the gale ?
‘When ftatefmen, heroes, kings, in duft repofe,
- Whofe fons fhall blufh their fathers were thy foes,
Shalk then this verfe to future age pretend
Thou wert my guide, philofopher, and friend ? 390
That urg’d by thee, I turn’d the tuneful art
From founds to things, from fancy to the heart;

1

No'rr.s

That, urg’d by thee, I turn’d the tuneful art,
From Jfounds to tbmg:, from fancy to tbgﬁ(art 3
For Wit's falfe mirror beld up Nature's light ;

s. And fifthly, which in- | a Weight and Dignity in
cludes in itfelf all the reft, | the Compofition :

Shew'd erring Prtl( u‘&atmer is, is RicuT.;
That REAason, PAsﬁou. a wey one great AiM
That true SELF- Lov OGIAL arg the SaME §
That VIRTUE only gigkes our ‘Briss bafow ;.

~ And all our Knowledheis URSELVES To KNow 2

G.



o8 - ESSAY ON MAN. ErlV,
For Wit’s falfe misror held up Nature’s light';
Shew’d erring Pride, WHATEVER 18, 1S RIGHT
ThatReason, PassioN,anfweronegreataim; 3g5
That true SELF-LOVE and SoCIAL are the fame ;
“That VIRTUE only makes our Blifs below; .

And all our Knowledge is, OURSELVES TO KNOW.

VARIATIONS. -

Ver. 397. That Pirtue enly, &c.) in the MS. thus,

. Thatjaft to find a God is all we can,
And'all the Study of Mankind is Man.
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| T HE
Univerfal - Prayer.
DEO OP T MAX.

ATHER of All! in eviry Age,
In ev’ry Clime ador’d,
By Saint, by S;vage, and by Sage,
Jehovah, Jove, or Lord |

COMMENTARY.

Uniterfal Prager.] Concerning this poem, it may be
proper to obferve, that fome paflages, in the preceding
Effay, having been unjuftly fufpected of a tendency to-
wards Fate and Naturalifm, the author compofed this
Prayer’ as the fum of all, to fhew that his fyftem was
founded in frée-will, and terminated in piety : That the
firk caafe was as well the Lord and Governor of the
Univerfe as the Creator of it ; and that, by fabmiffion to
his will (the great principle inforced throughout the Effay)
was not meant the fuffering ourfelves to be carried along

G3



102 UNIVERSAL PRAYER.

Thou Great Firft Caufe, leaft underftood ;
Who all my Senfe confin’d

To know but this, that Thou art Good,
And that myfelf am blind ;

Yet gave me, in this dark Eftate,
To fee the Good from 11 ;

And binding Nature faft in Fate,
Left free the Human Will,

What Confcience diQates to be done,
Or warns me not to do,

This, teach me more than Hell to thun, -
That, more than Heav’n purfue.

What Bleflings thy free Bounty gives,
Let me not caft away ;

For God is pay’d when Man receives, o
T’enjoy'is to obey. :

CoMMENTARY.

with a blind determination ; but a religious acquiefcence,
and confidence full of Hype and Immortality. To give
. all this the greater weight and reality, the poet chofe for .

his model the Lorp’s PraYER, which, of all others, beft
deferves the title prefixed to this Paraphrafe.
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- Yet not to Earth’s contracted Span, -
Thy Goodnefs let me bound,
Or think Thee Lord alone of Man,
‘When thoufand Worlds are round s

Let not this weak, unknowing hand
Prefume thy bolts to throw,

And deal damnation round the land,
On each I judge thy Foe.

If I am right, thy grace impart,

~ still in the right to flay ;

If am wrong, oh teach my heart
To find that better way.

NoTEs.

3 Iam right, thy grace impart,—
If I am awrong, O teach my beart]

As the imparting grace on ' ftore men to the right than
the chriftian fyflem is a | to keep them in it.” Bat as
ftronger exertion of the di- i it was the poet’s e to
vine power, than the na-| infinuate that R:'velation
tural illumination of the | was the right, nothing could
heart, one would expe& that | better exprefs “his purpofe
the requefyfhould have been | than the making the righs -
:3 ed reverfely ; more | fecared by the guards of
aid being required to re- | grace. ’

. 4 . v
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Save me alike from foolith Pride,
Or impious Difcontent,
"At ought thy Wifdom has deny’d.
Or ought thy Goodnefs lent. .

Teach me to feel another’s Woe,
v To hide the Fault Ifee;
' That Mercy I to others thow,
' That Mercy fhow to me.

Mean tho’ I am, not wholly fo
Since quick’ned by thy Breath ;
Oh lead me wherefoe’er I go,
“Thro’ this day’s Life or Death.

This day, be Bread and Peace my Lot :
All elfe beneath the Sun,

Thou know’ft if beft beftow’d or not,
And let Thy Will be done.

To thee, whofe Temple is all Space, .
Whofe Altar, Earth, Sea, Skies!
One Chorus let all Being raife!
All Nature’s Incenfe rife !




MORAL ESSAYS,

. . N | '
FOUR EPISTLES
) T O

. Several Perfons.

Eft brevitate opus, ut currat fententia, neu fe
Impediat verbis laffis onerantibus aures :

Et fermone opus eft modo trifti, fpe jocofo,
Defendente vicem modo Rhetoris atque Poetz,
Interdum urbani, parcentis viribus, atque
"Extenuantis eas confultd. Hoz.







[ 107]

MORAL ESSAYS.

. Z.

EPISTLE L
TO

Sir Richard Temple, Lord C"oébam.

-ARGUMENT.
Of the Knowledge and Chara&ters of MEN.

THAT it is not fufficient for this knowledge to con-
Sider Man in the Abftra& : Books will not ferve
#he purpofes nor yet our own Experience fingly, ¥ 1.
General maxims, unlefs they be {ormed upon both,
will be but notional, ¥ 10. Some Peculiarity in every
man, charalterific to himfelf, yet warying from
himfelf, ¥ 15. Difficulties arifing from our own
Paffions, fantie;, aculties, &c. ¥ 31.  The fhort-
nefs of Life, to o?/erm in, and the uncertainty of
the Principles of aion in men, to obferve by,
¥ 37, &c.  Our own. Principle of altion often hid
from ourfelves, ¥ 41. Some few Charalers plain,
but in general confounded, diffembled, or inconfifient,
¥ §1. The fame man utterly different in different
places and feafons, ¥ 71. Unimaginable weakne(fes
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in the greazz{l, ¥ 70, &c.' Nothing conflant and
certain but God and Nature, ¥ 95. Nojudging of
the Motives from the attions ; the [ame aétions pro-
ceeding from contrary Motives, and tbelfame Motives
influercing contrary altions, ¥ 100. 1L. Yet to form

haracters, we can only take the firongeft actions
of a man’s life, and try to make them agree: The
utter ancertainty of this, from Nature itfelf, and
Jfrom Policy, ¥ 120. Chara&ers given aceerding
to the rank of -men of the world, ¥ 135. And fome
reafon for it, ¥ 140. Education alters the Nature,
or at leaft CharaQer of many, ¥ 149. Actions,
Paffions, Opinions, Manners, Humours, or Prin-
ciples-all fubjet to charige. Nojudging by Nature,
Jrom ¥ 158 to 178. IIL It only remains to find
(if we can) his RuLinG Passion: That will
certainly influence all the reft, and can reconcile the
Jeeming or real inconfifiency of all his actions, ¥ 175.
Inflanced in the extraordinary charaéler of Clodio,
¥ 179. A caution againft miftaking fecond qualities.
Jor ficlt, which will deftroy all poffibility of the know-
ledge of mankindy y 210.  Examples of the firength
:[ the Ruling Paflion, and its continuation to the laf

reath, ¥ 222, &c. ‘
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~

EPISTULE I

E S, you defpife the man to Books confin’d,

Who from his ftudy rails at human kind ;
Tho’ what he learns he fpeaks, and may advance
Some gen’ral maxims, or be right by chance.

" “The coxcomb bird, fo talkative and grave, 5

‘That from his cage cries Cuckold, Whore, and Knave,
‘Tho’ many a paffenger he rightly call,

You hold him no Philofopher at all.

_ Andyet the fate of all extremes is fuch,

. Men may be read, as well as Books, too much. 10

To obfervations which ourfelves we make,
We grow more partial for th’Obferver’s fake ;

NorTEs.

VeRr. 5. The coxcomb
bird, &c.] A fine turnd
allufion to what Philoftratus

‘faid of Euxenus, the Tutor

of Apollonius, that he could

" only repeat fome fentences

of Pythagoras, like thofe
coxcomb birds, who were
taught their & spdrle and
their Zsic s, but knew
not what they fignified.
VER. 10. Andyet—Men
may be read, as well as

Books too much, &c.] The
poet has here covertly de-
fcrib’d a famous fyftem of a
man of the world, the cele-
brated Maxims of M. de /a
Rochefoucault, which are
one continued fatire an hu-
man Nature, and hold much
of the ill language of the

| Parrot: The reafon of the

cenfure, our author’s fyfiem
of human nature will ex-
plain.
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To written Wifdom, as another’s lefs :
Maxims are drawn from Notions, thofe from Guefs.
There’s fome Peculiar in each leaf and grain, 15
Some unmark’d fibre, or fome varying vein :
Shall only Man be taken in the grofs ?
Grant but as many forts of Mind as Mofs.
*That each from other differs, firft confefs ;
Next, that he varies from himfelf no lefs : 20
Add Nature’s, Cuftom’s, Reafon’s, Paffion’s ﬁrxfe,
And all Opinion’s colours caft on life.
Our depths who fathoms, or our fhallows finds,
. Quick whirls, and fhifting eddies, of our minds ?
On human a&tions reafon tho’ you can, 25
It may be Reafon, but it is not Man :

NoTEs.

‘ka 22. And all Opi- y on Man he gives both the
- mion’s colours caff on life.] | efficient and the final canfe :

The poet refers here only | The Firft in the third Ep.
to the effeZs: In the Effay | ¥ 231.
' E’er Wit oblique bad broke that feddy ltgbh

~For oblique Wit is Opinion. 'The other, in the fecond
Ep. ¥ 283.

" :Mean-while Opinion led; with varyi dg rays
Thefe painted clouds that beautify our days, &c.

VER. 26. It may be Rea- | appearances he wonld in-
© Jom, but it ismot Man:} i. e.| veftigate ; and yet that Ay.
The Philofopher may in- | porbefis be all the while very
vent a  rational hypothefis | wide of truth and the za-
that fhall account for the | ture of things.



-Ep.I. MORAL ESSAYS. 193
His Principle of a&tion once explore,
‘That inftant ’tis his Principle no more.
Like following life thro’ creatures you diffed, .
You lofe it in the moment you dete&. + 30
Yet more’s the diff’rence is as great between
‘The optics feeing, as the objecls feen.
All Manners take a tinGture from our own ;
Or come difcolour'd thro’ our Paflions fhown.
Or Fancy’s beam enlarges, multiplies, 35
Contra&s, inverts, and gives ten thoufand dyes.
Nor will Life’s fiream for Obfervation ftay,
It hurries all too faft to mark their way:
- In vain fedate refle®ions we wow’d make,
When half our knowledge we muft fnatch, not take.
Oft, in the Paflions’ wild rotation toft, 41
* Our fpring of a&ion to ourfelves is loft :
Tird, not determin’d, to the laft we yield,
‘And what comes then is mafter of the field.
As the laft image of that troubled heap, 48
When Senfe fubfides, and Fancy fports in fleep,
(Tho’ paft the recolle@ion of the thought)
Becomes the ftuff' of which our dream is wrought :
Something as dim to our internal view,
Is thus, perhaps, the caufe of moft we do. 50
True, fome are open, and to all men known ;
Others fo very clofe, they’re hid from none 3
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(So Darknefs ftrikes the fenfe no lefs than Light)

Thus gracious CHANDOS is belov’d at fight ;

And ev’ry child hates Shylock, tho’ his foul 55

Still fits at {quat, and peeps not from its hole.

At half mankind when gen’rous Manly raves,

All know ’tis Virtue, for he thinks them knavcs :

When .univerfal homage Umbra pays,

All fee ’tis Vice, and itch of vulgar praife. 6o

When Flatt’ry glares, all hate it in a Queen,

While one there is who charms us with his Spleen.
But thefe plain Charalers we rarely find ;

Tho’ ftrong the bent, yet quick the turns of mind =

Or puzzling Contraries confound the whole; 65

Or Affe&ations quite reverfe the foul.

The Dull, flat Falthood ferves, for policy ;

And in the Cunning, Truth itfelf’s a lye :

. Unthought-of Frailties cheat us in the Wife;

The Fool lies hid in inconfiftencies. 70
.See the fame man, in vigour, in the gout ;

Alone, in company ; in place, or out;

Early at Bus’nefs, and at Hazard late ;

Mad at a Fox-chace, wife at a Debate;

Drunk at a Borough, civil at a Ball; - 5

Friendly at Hackney, faithlefs at Whitehall. '

- Catius is ever moral, ever grave,

Thinks who endures a knave, is next a knave,
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Save juft at dinner—then prefers; no doubt,

A Rogue with Ven'fon to a Saint without.

8o

Who would nat praife Patritio’s high defert,
His hand unftain’d, his uncorrupted heart,
His comprehenfive head ! all Int’refts weigh’d,
All Europe fav'd, yet Britain not betray’d.

He thanks ygu not, his pride is in Picquette,

8s

New-market-fame, and judgment at a Bett.
‘What made (fayMontagne, ormore fage Charron!)
Otho a watrior, Cromwell a buffoon ?

VAriATIONS,

After y 86. in the former Editions,

Triumphant leaders, at an army’s head,

Hemm'd round with glories, pilfer cloth or bread §
As meanly plunder as they bravely fought,

Now fave a People, and now fave a groat.

NortEs,

Vex. 81, Patritx'n] Lord

—1

VER.87.—/ay Montagne,
or more fage Charren!]
Charron was an admirer of
Montagne ; had contra&ted
a ftri& friendthip with him;
and has transferred an infi-

!

nite number of his thoughts
into his famous book De /2
Sageffe; but his moderating
every-where the extrava-
gant Pyrrhonifm of his
friend, 1s the reafon why
the poet calls him mors fage
Charron.

H

.
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A perjur'd Prince a leaden Saint revere,

A zodlefs Regent tremble at a Star?

g0

The throne a Bigot keep, a Genjus quit,

Faithlefs thro’ Piety, and dup’d thro’ Wit ?

Europe 2 Woman, Child, or Dotard rule,

And juft her wifeft monarch made a fool ?
Know, Gop and NATURE only are the fame :

In Man, the judgment thoots at flying game,

96

NorTEs.

Ver. 8. 4 fpeq'ur’d
Prince] Louis XI. of France,
wore in his Hat a leaden
image of the Virgin Mary,
which when he fwore by, he
feared to break his oath. P.

Ver. go. A4 godlefs Re-

nt tremble at a Star ?]

hilip Duke of Orleans, Re-
gent of France in the mi-
nority of Louis XV. fuper-
ftitious in judicial aftrology,
tho’ an unbeliever in all
religion. P: :
. Ver 91. The throne a

Bigot keep, a Genius quit,)
Philip V. of Spain, who,
after renouncing the throne
for Religion, refumed it to
gratify his Queen ; and Vic-
tor Amadeus II. King of
Sardinia, who refigred the
crown, and tryingeto reaf-

fume it, was imprifoned till
his death. P.
VEr.93. Exrope a Wo-

*man, Child, or Dotard rule,

—And juft ber awifeff mo-
narch made a fool?] The
Czarina, theKing of France,
the Pope, and the above-
mentioned King of Sardinia.

VER. 95. Know, Ged and
Nature, £9c.] By Nature is
not here meant any imagi-
nary {ubftitute of God, call’d
a Plaflic nature ; but his
moral laws : And this ob-
fervation was inferted with
great propriety and difcre-
tion, in the conclufion of a
long detail of the various
charaQters of men : For, from
this circumftance, Mostagne
and others have been bold
enough to infincate, that
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11§

A bird of paffage! gone as foon as found,

Now in the Moon perhaps, now under ground.
In vain the Sage; with retrofpetive eye,
‘Would from th’apparent What conclude the Why,

Infer the Motive from the Deed, and fhew,

101

That what we chanc’d was what we meant to do,
Behold ! If Fortune or a Miftrefs frowns,
Some plunge in bus’nefs, others thave their crowns :

To eafe the Soul of one oppreflive weight,

105

This quits an Empire, that embroils a State :
The fame aduft complexion has impell’d

-

-morality is founded more in
cuftom and fafhion than in

_ the nature of things. The

{peaking therefore of a mo-
ral law of God, as having
all the conftancy and dura-
bility of his Effence, had
an high expediency in this
place. .

- VEeR. 107. The fame aduft
complexion has impelld —
Charles to the Convent,
Pbilip te the Field] The
atrabilaire complexion of
Phitip II. is well known,
but not fo well that he

- Charles to the Convent, Philip .to the Field. )

" NoTEs. '

derived it from his father
Charles V. whofe healtlrthe
hiftorians of his life tell us,
was frequently diforder’d by
bilions fevers. But what
the author meant principal-
ly to obferve here was, that
this humour made both thefe
princes at contrary to their
Charafter; Charles, who
was an aflive man, when
he retired into a Convent ;
Philip, who was a man
of the Clofet, when he
gave the battle of St Quin-
tin.

H 2
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Not always aétions thew the man: We find
Who does a kindnefs, is not thereforekind ; 110
Perhaps Profperity becalm’d his breaft,
Perhaps the Wind juft thifted from the eaft ;
Not therefore humble he who feeks retreat,
Pride guides his fteps, and bids him fhun the great :
Who combats bravely is not therefore brave, 115
He dreads a death-bed like the meaneft flave ;
‘Who reafons wifely is not therefore wife,
His pride in Reas’ning, not in A&ing lies.
But grant that Actions beft difcover man ;
Take the moft ftrong, and fort them as you can. 12q
The few that glare each chara&ter muft mark,
You balance not the many in the dark.
What will you do with fuch as difagree?
Supprefs them, or mifcall them Policy ?

®  Muft then at once (the chara&er to fave) 125

" "The plain rough Hero turn a crafty Knave ?
‘Alas! in truth the man but chang’d his mind,
Perhaps was fick, in love, or had not din’d,

NorTEs,

'

Vir. 117. Who reafons | refolving in public coun-

wifely, &c.) By reafoning | fels; for this inflance s
is mot here meant fecula- | given as one, of a varicty
#ing; but deliberating and | of afions, ~ — 7

‘ 3
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Afk why from Britain Cefar would retreat ?

Czefar himfelf might whifper he was beat,

130

Why rifk the world’s great empire for 2 Punk ?
Cafar perhaps might anfwer he was drunk,

VARIATIONS,

VER. 129. in the former Editions,

Afk why from Britain Czfar made retreat ?
Czfar himfelf would tell you he was beat.

The mighty Czar what mov’d to wed a Punk ?
The mighty Czar would tell you he was drunk.

Alter’d as above, becaufe Czfar wrote his Commentaries
of this war, and does no# tell you he was beat. As Czfar
too afforded an inftance of both cafes, it was thought
better to make him the fingle Example.

NorTEs.

VEr. 130. Cefar bimfelf
might awhifper be was beat.]
Cefar wrote his Commenta-
ries, in imitation of the
Greek Generals, for the en-
tertainment of the world :
Bat had his friend afked him,
in his ear, the reafon of his
fudden retreat from Britain,
after fo many fignal vi&o-
ries, we have caufe to fuf-
ped, even from his own
public relation of that mat-
ter, that he would have
awhifper'd he was beas.

Ver. 131, Whyrifque the

H

aworld’s great empire for &
Punk ?] After the battle of
Pharfalia, Cfar purfued his
enemy to Alexandria, where
being infatuated with the
charms of Cleopatra, inflead
of puthing his advantages,
amf difperfing the relicks of
the Pharfalian quarrel, hav-
ing narrowly efcaped the
violence of an enraged peo-

le, he brought upon him-
Felf an unneceflary war, ag
a time his arms were maft
wanted elfewhere.

3

F o
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But, fage hiftorians ! ’tis your tafk to prove

* One a&ion Condu& ; one, heroic Love.

*Tis from high Life high Chara&ers are drawn ;
A Saint in Crape is twice a Saint in Lawn ; 136
A Judge is juft, a Chanc’lor jufter ftill ]
A Gownman, learn’d ; a Bithop, what you will ;
Wife, if a Minifter; but, if a King,
More wife, more learn’d, more juft, more ev’ry thing.
Court-virtues bear, like Gems, the higheft rate, 141
Born where Heav’n’s influence fcarce can penetrate :
In life’s low vale, the foil the Virtues like,
They pleafe as beauties, here as wonders ftrike.
Tho’ the fame Sun.with all-diffufive rays 145
Blufh in the Rofe, and in the Di’mond blaze,
We prize the ftronger effort of his pow'r, -
And juftly fet the Gem above the Flow’r.
>Tis Education forms the common mind,

Juft as the Twig is bent, the Tree’s inclin’d. 150
Boaftful and rough, your firft fon is a *Squire ;
The next a Tradefman, meek, and much a lyar;
Tom ftruts a Soldier, open, bold, and brave;
Will fneaks a Scriv’ner, an exceeding knave: 154
Is he a Churchman ? then he’s fond of pow’r :
A Quaker? fly:. A Prefbyterian? fow’r: %
A fmart Free-thinker ? all things in an hour.
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Afk men’s Opinions: Scoto now fhall tell
How Trade increafes, and the World goes well ;

Strike off his Penfion, by the fetting fun,

160

And Britain, if not Europe, is undone,
That gay Free-thinker, a fine talker once,

What turns him now a ftupid filent dunce ?

Some God, or Spirit he has lately found ;

Or chanc’d to meet a Minifter that frown’d.

165

Judge we by Nature ? Habit can efface,
Int’reft o’ercome, or Policy take place:
By A&tions? thofe Uncertainty divides:
By Paffions? thefe Diffimulation hides :

Opinions ? they ftill take a wider range:
Find, if you can, in what you cannot change.

170

Manners with Fortunes, Humours turn with

Climes,

Tenets with Books, and Principles with Times.

NoTEs.

Ver. 172,173, Manners
with Fortuges, Humonrs turn
avith Climes, Temets awith
Books, and Principles awith
Times.] The poet had hi-
therto reckoned up the fe-
veral fimple caufes that hin-
der our knowledge of the
natural charaters of men.
In thefe two fine lines he

defcribes the complicated
caufes. Humours bear the
fame relation to Manners,
that Principles do to Tenets 3
that is, the former are modes
of the latter 3 our Mansners
are warped from nature by
our Fortunes or' Stations ;
our Tenets, by our Books or
Profeflions ; and then each

H 4
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Ee. 1.

Searchthenthe RuLiNGPAss1on, There,alone,
The Wild are conftant, and the Cunning known

The Fool confiftent, and the Falfe fincere;

176

Priefts, Princes, Women, no diffemblers here.
This clug once found, unravels all the reft,
The profpe& clears, and Wharton ftands confeft.

Wharton, the fcorn and wonder of our days,

180

Whofe ruling Paffion was the Luft of Praife:
Born with whate’er could win it from the Wife,
‘Women and Fools muft like him or he dies ;
Tho’ wond’rihg Senates hung on all he fpoke,
The Club muft hail him mafter of the joke, 183
. Shall parts fo various aim at nothing new}

He’ll fhine a Tully and a Wilmot too.

‘Then turns repentant, and his God adores
- With the fame fpirit that he drinks and whores ;

NorTEs.

drawn fill more oblique, in-
to bumour and political prin-
¢iples, by the temperature of
the climate, and the confti-
tution of the governmeut.

VER. 174. Search then
the Ruling Paffion:] See
Effay on Man, Ep.ii. 133,
& feq.

Ver. 181. the Laff of
Praife.] Thisvery well ex-
prefles the grofacfs of his

appetite for it; where the
Jfirength of the Paflion had
deftroyed all the de/icqcy of
the Senfation.

VER. 187. John Wilmot,
E. qf Rochefter, famous for
his Wit and Extravagancies
in the time of Charles the
Second. P.

VEeRr.189. With the famg
{pirit) Spirit, for principle,
not paffiop.
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Enoughif all around him but admire,

ESSAYS, 121

190

And now the Punk applaud, and now the Fryer.,
Thuys with each gift of nature and of art,

* And wanting nothing but an honeft heart 3

Grown all to all, from no one vice exempt ;

And moft contemptible, to fhun coritempt ;

195

His Paffion ftill, to covet gen’ral praife,

His Life, to forfeit it a thoufand ways;

A conftant Bounty which no friend has made 3

An angel Tongue, which no Man can perfuade 3
A Fool, with more of Wit than half mankind, 200
Too rafh for Thought, for A&ion too refin’d ;

A Tyrant to the wife hjs heart approves ;

A Rebel to the very king he loves ;

He dies, fad out-caft of each church and ﬂ:ate,

And, harder ftill ! flagitious, yet not gréat,

20§

NorTEs.

VERr. 200. 4Foql, avith
more of Wit] Folly, joined
with much Wit, produces
that behaviour which we

call Abfurdity; and this Ab-
furdity the poet has here
admirably defcribed in the
words,

Yoo rafb for Tbougbt, Sor AZion too refin’d :

by which we are made to
underﬁand that the perfon
defcribed gave a loofe to
his Fancy when he fhould-
Bave ufed his ?’udgmmt;

and purfued his Specu/ations
when he fhould have trufted
to his Experience.

VEr. 205. And, barder
ﬂzll Slagitious, yot not
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Afk you why Wharton broke thro’ ev’ry rule ?
*Twas all for fear the Knaves fhould call him Fool. -
Nature well known, no prodigies remain,
Comets are regular, and Wharton plain,
- Yet, in this fearch, the wifeft may miftake, 210
If fecond qualities for firft they take,

VARIATIONS.

In the former Editions, ¥ 208.

Nature well known, no Miracles remain,

Alter'd, as above, for very obvious reafons.

. NoTEs.

great.] 'To arrive at what
the world calls Greatnefs, a
man muft either hide and
conceal his vices, or he muft
openly and fteddily prattife
them, -in the purfuit and
attainment of one impor-
fant end. This unhappy
Nobléman did neither.
VEr. 207. Twas all for

fear,&8c] To underfland
this, we muft obferve, that
the Luf of general praife
made the perfon, whofe
Charatter is here fo admi-
rable drawn, both extra-
wvagant and flagitious § his
Madnefs was to pleafe the
Fools,

Wommen and Fools muft like bim, or he dies.

And his Crx"mg: to avoid the cenfure of the Knaves, .
*Tavas all for fear the Knaves fbould call bim Fool.

Prudence and Honefly being | terefted, and confequently
the two qualities that Fools | moft induftrious; to mifre-
and Knaves are moft in- | prefent.

2 .
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When Catiline by rapine {fwell’d his ftore ;
‘When Cazfar made a noble dame a whore ;
In this the Luft, in that the Avarice
‘Were means, not ends ; Ambition was the vice, 21 5
That very Cefar, born in Scipio’s days,
Had aim’d, like him, by Chaftity at praife,"
Lucullus, when Frugality could charm,
Had roafted turnips in the Sabin farm.
In vain th’ obferver eyes the builder’s toil, 220
But quite miftakes the fcaffold for the pile.
In this one Paffion man can ftrength enjoy,
As Fits give vigour, juft when they deftroy.
Time, that on all things lays his lenient hand,
Yet tames not this ; it fticks to our laft fand, 225
Confiftent in our follies and our fins,
. Here honeft Nature ends as fhe begins.
Old Politicians chew on wifdom paft,
And totter on in bus’nefs to the laft ; N 4

NoTEs.

VEr. 213. —a neble | mouroufly called bomeff, aa
Dame a whore,] The fifter | the impulfe of the ruling
of Cato, and mother of | paffon (which fhe gives and
Bratus. cherithes) makes her more

Vew. 227. Here boneft | and more impatient of dif-
Nature ends as fbe begins.] | guife. .
Human nature is.here hu-
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As weak, as earneft ; and as gravely out,
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230

As fober Lanefb’row dancing in the gout.
Behold a rev’rend fire, whom want of grace

Has made the father of a namelefs race,

Shov’d from the wall perhaps, or rudely prefs’d

By his own fon, that paffes by unblefs’d :

235

§till to his wench he crawls on knocking knees,
And envies ev’ry fparrow that he fees.
A falmon’s belly, Helluo, was thy fate ;'
The do&or call’d, declares all help too late :
€« Mercy! cries Helluo, mercy on my foul! 240
< Is there no hope ?-—Alas ! —then bring the jowl.””
The frugal Crone, whom praying priefts attend,
Still ftrives to fave the hallow’d taper’s end,
Colle@s her breath, as ebbing life retires,

For one puff more, and in that puff expires.

245

<« QOdious ! in woollen ! *twould a Saint proyoke,
{Were the laft words that poor Narcifla fpoke) X~

~ VEr. 231. Lanefe’'row.]
An ancient Nobleman, who
continued this pra&ice long
after his legs were difabled
by the gout. Upon the
death of Prince George of
Denmark, he demanded an
audience of the Queen, to

Lo '

vt _9.‘(9 P
S DY A R4 ,'53
S ﬁ i

NoTEs.

advife her to preferve her

health and- difpel her grief

by Daxcing. P.

© VEBR. 247, — the daft

awords that peer Nareifla

Jpoke] This ftory, as well

as the others, is founded
on fa&, thoygh the author.

& wd ,:;"\-:'.’,?f;.‘ ved il
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¢ No, let a charming Chintz, and Bruffels lace
¢ Wrap my cold limbs, and fhade my lifelefs face
¢ Onewould not, fure, be frightful when one’s dead--
¢ And—Betty—give this Cheek a little Red.” 241
The Courtier fmooth, who forty years had fhin’d
An humble‘fervant to all human kind,
Juft brought out this, when fcarce his tongue could

ftir, .
¢¢. If=—where I’am going—I could ferve you, Sir?
¢ I give and I devife (old Euclio faid, 256

And figh’d) ¢ my lands and tenements to Ned.
Your money, Sir; “ My money, Sir, what all ?

¢¢ Why,—if I muft—(then wept) I give it Paul.
The Manor, Sir ?~—¢ The Manor ! hold, he cry’d,
¢¢ Not that,—1I cannot part with that”—and dy’d.

And you ! brave CoBHAM, to the lateft breath

Shall feel your ruling paffion ftrong in death :
"Such in thofe moments as in all the paft,

¢¢ Oh, fave my Country, Heav’n!” fhall be your laft,

NoTeEs.

had the goodnefsnot tomen- | thought of being baried in
tion the names. Several at- | woollen, gave thefe her laft
tribute this in particular to | orders with herdying breath,
a very celebrated Aéltrefs, | P. :

who, in deteftation of the
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EPISTLE IL
A L A D Y

Of the Charallers of Women.

No THIN G fo true as what you once let fall,
¢« Moft Women have no Charaers at all.”
Matter too foft a lafting mark to bear, '
"And beft diftinguifh’d by black, brown, or fair.

v "NorTss.

Of the Charalters of Wo-
men.]  There is nothing in
Mr Pope’s works more
highly finithed than this
Epiftle: Yer its {uccefs was
in no proportion to the
" pains he took in compofing
it. Something he chanced
to drop in-a fhort Adver-
tifement prefixed to it, on

its firt publication, may
perhaps account for the -
{mall attention given to it.
He faid, that »o one cba-
raler init aas drawn from
the life. The Public be-
lieved him on his word, and
exprefled little curiofity a-
bout a Satire in which there
was nothing perfonal.




o.j/ad&on //M(/ ///(/ 1P e oo

T

Z'l %

Plorguiites ﬂm/MM/% iy -
: Qor: Wm/n/(



THE NEW YORK
PUBLIC LIBRARY

ASTOR, LENOX aND -
TILD? L FOUT Tt s,



-

Er.II. MORAL ESSAYS.

129

How many pi@ures of one Nymph we view, 5
All how unlike each other, all how true!
Arcadia’s Countefs, here, in ermin’d pride,

‘Is there, Paftora by a fountain fide.
Here Fannia, Jeering on her own good man,

And there, a naked Leda with a Swan, -

10

Let then the Fair one beautifully cry,

In Magdalen’s loofe hair and lifted eye,

Or dreft in fmiles of fweet Cecilia thine,

With fimp’ring Angels, Palms, and Harps divine ;

. Whether the Charmer finner it, or faint it,
If Folly grow romantic, I muft paint it.

15

. Come then, the colours and’the ground prepare !
Dip in the Rainbow, trick her off in Air;

Chufe a firm Cloud, before it fall, and in it

19

Catch, e’erfhe change, the Cynthia of this minute.

NoTEs.

. Ver. 7,8, 10, &c. 4r-
cadia’s Countefs, —Paflora
by a fountain—Leda with a
JSwan — Magdalen — Ceci-
Jia—] Attitudes in which
feveral ladies affected to be
" drawn, and fometimes one
lady in them all--The poet’s
politenefs and complaifance
to the fex is obfervable in

this inftance amongft others,
that, whereas in the Cha-
ralters of Men he has fome-
times made ufe of real
names, in the Charalers of
Women always fikitious. P.

VEeRr. zo. Catch, e'er fbe
change, the Cynthia of this
minute.] Alluding to the
precept of Frefnoy,

forme weneres captande fogaces.
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. Rufa, whofe eye quick-glancing o’er the Park,
Attra&s each light gay meteor of a Spark;
Agrees a5 ill with Rufa ftudying Locke,
As Sappho’s di’'monds with her dirty fmock 3
Or Sappho at her toilet’s greazy tafk, 23
With Sappho fragrant at an ev’ning Mafk ;
So morning Infeéts that in muck begun,
Shine, buzz, and fly-blow in the fetting-fun.

How foft is Silia! fearful to offend ;
‘The Frail one’s advocate, the Weak one’s friend : 30
To her Califta prov’d her conduét nice ;
And good Simplicius afks of her advice.
Sudden, fhe ftorms! fhe raves ! You tip the wink,
But fpare your cenfure ; Silia does not drink.

NotEs.

f Vir.21.Inflancesof con-|  Ver. 23. Aoress as ill
trarieties, given even from | witb Rufa }uz::ng Locke, ]
fuch Chara&ters asare moft | This thought is exprefled
ftrongly mark’d, and feem- | with great humour in the
ingly therefore moft con- | following ftanza ;
fitent: As, I. In the 4/
JfiGed, ¥ 21,&. P.
Tho' Artemefia talks, by fits,
Of councils, claffics, fathers, wits 3
Reads Malbranche, Boyle, and Locke ¢
Yet in fome things, methinks, foc ﬁail:,
awere well if foe wou'd pare ber nailsy
And wear a cleaner fimock.

V.29 and 37, 1L, Congraricties in the Soft-satured. P
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All eyes may fee from what the change arofe,
All eyes may fee—a Pimple on her nofe.

' Papillia, wedded to her am’rous fpark,
Sighs for the fhades—*¢ How charming is 3 Park I”’
A Park is purchas’d, but the Fair he fees
All bath’d in tears—*¢ Oh odious, odious T'rees !”

Ladies, like variegated Tulips, thow ; 41
*Tis to their Changes half their charms we owe;

129
35

Fine by defe&, and delicately weak,

" Their happy Spots the nice admirer take,

*Twas thus Calypfo once

each heart alarm’d, 45

Aw’d without Virtue, without Beauty charm’d;
Her Tongue bewitch’d as odly as her Eyes,

Lefs Wit than Mimic, more a Wit than wife;

. Strange graces ftill, and ftranger flights the had,

Was juft not ugly, and was juft not mad 3

50

Yet ne’er fo fure our paffion to create,

As when fhe touch’d the

brink of all we hate,

NoTES.

Vexr. 45. IIL Contrarie-
tiesin the Cunning and Ar:-

Sul. P.

VERr. §2. As when fbe
touch’d the brink of all we
bate.] Her charms confifted
in the fingular turn of her

vivacity ; confequently the

ftronger fhe exerted this vi-
vacity the more forceable
muft be her attra&tion. But
the point, where it came
to excefs, would deftroy all
the delicacy, and expofe
all the coarfnefs of fenfua~

lity.”
I
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Narciffa’s nature, tolerably mild,
To make a wath, would hardly ftew a child ;
Has ev’'n been prov’d to grant a Lover’s pray’r, §5
And paid a Tradefman once to make him ftare;
Gave alms at Eafter, in a Chriftian trim,
And made 2a Widow happy, for a whim.
Why then declare Good-nature is her fcorn,
When ’tis by that alone the can be born ? 6o
Why pique all Mortals, yet affect a name;
A fool to Pleafure, yet a flave to Fame:
Now deep in Taylor and the Book of Martyrs,
Now drinking citron with his Grace and Chartres :
Now Confcience chills her, and now Paffion burns ;

~ And Atheifm and Religion take their turns; = 66

A very Heathen in the carnal part,
Yet ftill a fad, good Chriftian at her heart, -

‘See Sin in State, majeftically drunk; i
Proud as a Peerefs, prouder as a Punk ; 70
Chatfte to her Hufband, frank to all befide,

A teeming Miftrefs, but a barren Bride.
What then? let Blood and Body bear the fault,
Her Head’s untouch’d, that noble Seat of Thought :

NoTEs.

Vier. 53 IV. In the| Ver.69. V. Inthe Lewd
.Wmﬁml P. and Ficioxs. P.
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Such this day’s do@rine—in another fit 75
She fins with Poets thro’ pure Love of Wit,
What has not fir'd her bofom or her brain?
Czfar and Tall-boy, Charles and Charlema’ne, -
As Helluo, late Dicator of the F eaft, ‘
The Nofe of Hautgout, and the Tip of Tafte, 80
Critick’d your ‘wine, and analyz’d your meat,
Yet on plain Pudding deign’d at-home to eat ;
So Philomedé, le€’ring all mankind -
On the foft Paffion, and the Tafte refin’d,
) Th’Addrefs3 the Delicacy—{toops at once, 85
And makes her hearty meal upon a Dunce.

Flavia’s 2 Wit, has too much fenfe to pray ;
To toaft our wants and withes, is her way;
Nor afks of God, but of her Stars, to give ’
The mighty blefling, ¢ while we live, to live.” go

VARIATIONS.

VER. 77. What has not fir'd, &¢.] in the MS.

In whofe mad brain the mixt ideas roll
Of Tall-boy’s breeches, and of Czfar’s foul.

NoTEs.

Ver. 87. VL. Contrarie- | God, but of her Stars,~——
ties in'the Witty and Re- | Death, that Opiate of the
fwd. P, Joul 1] See Noteon ¥ go.

VeR. 89. Nor affs of | of Ep. to Lord Cobbam.

I2
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Then all for Death, that Opiate of the foul !
Lucretia’s dagger, Rofamonda’s bowl.
Say, what can caufe fuch impotence of mind ?
A Spark too fickle, ora Spoufe too kind, .
Wife Wretch! with Pleafures too refin’d to pleafe ;
With too much Spirit to be €’er at eafe ;. 96
With too much Quicknefs ever to be taught ;
With too much Thinkingto have commonThought :
You purchafe Pain with all that Joy can give,
And die of nothing but a Rage to live. - 100
Turn then from Wits ; and look on Simo’s Mate,
No Afs fo meek, no Afs fo obftinate.
Or her, that owns her Faults, but never mends,
Becaufe flfe’s honeft, and the beft of Friends.
Or her, whofe life the Church and Scandal fhare,
For ever in a Paffion, or a Pray’r. 106
Or her, who laughs at Hell, but (like her Grace)
Cries, ¢ Ah! how charming, if there’s nofuch place !”
Or who in fweet viciffitude appears .
Of Mirth and Opium, Ratafie and Tears, 110

NoTEs.

* VER. 107. Or ber, awbo | fuch place!’] i. e. Her who
Jaughs at Hell, but (like | affefts to laugh out of fa--
ber Grace )—Cries, * Ab ! | fbion, and ftrives to difbe-
bow charming if there's no | licve out of fear.
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- The daily Anodyne, and nightly Draught,

To kill thofe foes to Fair ones, Time and Thought,

Woman and Fool are two hard things to hit ;

For true No-meaning puzzles more than Wit,
But what are thefe to great-Atofla’s mind? 11 5

Scarce once herfelf, by turns all Womankind !

Who, with herfelf, or others, from her birth

Finds all her life one warfare upon earth :

Shines, in expofing Knaves, and painting Fools,

Yet is,A whate’er fhe hates and ridicules, - 120

No Thought advances, but her Eddy Brain

Whifks it about, and down it goes again.

Full fixty years the World has been her Trade,

The wifeft Fool much Time has ever made.

From lovelefs youth to unrefpeéted age, 125

No Paffion gratify’d except her Rage.

So much the Fury ftill out-ran the Wit,

The Pleafure mifs’d her, and the Scandal hit.

‘Who breaks v'vith\ her, provokes Revenge from Hell,

But he’s a bolder man who dares be well. 130

Her ev’ry turn with Violence purfu’d,

Nor more a ftorm her Hate than Gratitude :

VARIATIONS.
After y 122. in the MS.

Opprefs'd with wealth and wit, abundance fad !
One makes her poor, the other makes her mad.

I3
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To that each Pafion turns, or foon or late ;
Love, if it makes her yield, muft make her hate: -
Superiors ? death ! and Equals ? what a curfe! 135
‘But an Inferior not dependant ? worfe.
Offend her, and the knows not to forgive 3
Oblige her, and fhe’ll hate you while you live:
But dje, and fhe’ll adore you—Then the Buft
"And Temple rife—then fall again to duft. 140
Laft night, her Lord was all that’s good and great ;
A Knave this morning, and his Will a Cheat.
Strahgc! by the Means defeated of the Ends,
By Spirit robb’d of Pow’r, by Warmth of Friends,
By Wealth of Follow’rs ! without one diftrefs 145
Sick of herfelf thro’ very felfithnefs ! '
Atoffa, curs’d with ev’ry granted pray’r,
_Childlefs with all her Children, wants an Heir.
To Heirs unknown defcends th’ungarded ftore,
Or wanders, Heav’n-direfted, to the Poor. 150
-~ VARIATIONS.
After y 148. in the MS.

This Death decides, nor lets the blefling fall
On any one fhe hates, but on them all.

Curs’d chance ! this only could affli¢t her more,
If any part fhould wander to the poor.

NorTEs.

VEr. 150. Or wanders, | luding and referring to the
Heav'n-direded, &c.] Al- | great principle of his Phila-
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Pi&ures like thefe, dear Madam, to defign,
Afks no firm hand, and no unerring line ;
Some wand’ring touches, fome refleéted light,

Some flying ftroke alone can hit ’em right :
For how fhould equal Colours do the knack ?

155

Chameleons who can paint in white and black ?

¢ Yet Cloe fure was form’d without a fpot”—
Nature in her then err’d not, but forgot.
¢ With ev’ry pleafing, ev’ry prudent part,
¢¢ Say, what can Cloe want?”—She wants a Heart.
She fpeaks, behaves, and aéls juft as fhe ought; 161
But never, never, reach’d one gen’rous Thought.
Virtue fhe finds too painful an endeavour,
Content to dwell in Decencies forever, -

NoTEs.

fophy, which he never lofes
fight of, and which teaches,
that Providence is inceflant-
ly tarning the evils arifing
from the follies and vices of
men to general good.

Vré;'. ]1;'17‘h “ Yer fCIc;
ure, &c. e purpofe o
{he poetin this Charafter is
important: It is to thew
that the politic or prudent
government of the paffions
is not enough to make a
Chara&er amiable, nor even

to fecure it from being ridi-
calous, if the end of that
government be not purfued,
which is the free exercife of
the focial appetites after the
felfith ones have been fub-
dued ; for that if, tho’ rea-
fon govern, the heart: be
never confulted, we intereft
ourfelves as little in the for-
tune of fucha Chara&er, asin’
any of the foregoing, which
paffions or caprice drive up
and down at random,

I4
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So very reafonable, fo unmov’d, ' 165
As never yet to love, or to be lov’d.

She, while her Lover pants upon her breaft,

Can mark the figures on an Indian cheft 5

And when fhe fees her Friend in deep defpair,
Obferves how much a Chintz exceeds Mohair. 170
Forbid it Heav’n, a Favour or a Debt

She e’er thould cancel—but the may forget.

Safe is your Secret ftill in Cloe’s ‘ear ;

But none of Cloe’s fhall you ever hear.

Of all her Dears fhe never flander’d one, 17§
But cares not if a thoufand are undone. '
Would Cloe know if you're alive or dead ?

She bids'her Footman put it in her head.
"Cloe is'prudent—Would you too be wife ?

Then never break your heart when Cloe dies. .18a

One certain Portrait may (I grant) be feen,

Which Heav’n has varnifh’d out, and made a Queen :
* THE sAME FOR EVER ! and defcrib’d by all
With Truth and Goodnefs, as with Crown and Ball,

NorTEs.

VER. 181. One certain | no fuch thing as a perfe&t
Portrait — the fame for | Charalter; fo that the fatire
ever /—] This is intirely | falls not on any particular
ironical, 'and conveys un- | Characier, but on the Cha-
der it this general moral | raZer-maker only. See Note
truth, that there is, in life, | on ¥78, 1 Dialogue 1738.

.J.-.A.—‘
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Poets heap Virtues, Painters Gems at will, 185
And fhow their zeal, and hide their want of fkill. "
*Tis well—but, Artifts! who can paint or write,
To draw the Naked is your true delight.

That Robe of Quality fo ftruts and fwells,

None fee what Parts of Nature it conceals : 190
Th’exaleft traits of Body or of Mind,

‘We owe to models of an humble kind.

If QUEENSBERRY to flrip there’s no compelling,
>T'is from £ Handmaid we muft take a Helen.

From Peer or Bithop ’tis no eafy thing 195
To draw the man who loves his God, or King:
Alas! T copy (or my draught would fail)

From honeft Mah’met, or plain Parfon Hale.

VARIATIONS.,

After ¥ 198. in the MS.
Fain I'd in Fulvia {py the tender Wife ;
" I cannet prove it on her, for my life :
And, for a noble pride, I blufh no lefs,
Inftead of Berenice, to think on Befs.
Thus while immortal Cibber only fings -
(As ® and H®**y preach) for queens and kings,
The nymph, that ne'er read Milton’s mighty line,
May, if the love, and merit verfe, have mine.

NorTEs.

Ver.198. Mab’met, fer- | to be the fon of a Turkith
_vant to the late King, faid | Baffa, whom he took at the
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But grant, in Public)/[en fometimes are thown,

A Woman’s feen in Private life alone:
Our bolder Talents in full light difplay’d ;

200

Your Virtues open faireft in the fhade.
Bred to difguife, in Public ’tis you hide;
There, none diftinguifh *twixt your Shame or Pride,

Weeaknefs or Delicacy ; all fo nice, -

205

That each may feem a Virtue, or a Vice.

No

"Siege” of Buda, and con-

fantly kept about his per-
P :

Ibid. Dr Stephen Hales,
not more eftimable for his
ufeful difcoveries as a Na-
taral Philofopher, than for
his exemplary Life and Pa-
ftoral Charity as a Parith
Prieft.

VER. 199. But grant, in
Pablic, &g¢.] In the former
Editions, between this and
the foregoing lines, a want
of Connexion might be per-
ceived, occafioned hy the
_omiffion of certain Examples
and f//ufirations to the Max-
ims laid down; and tho’
fome of thefe have fince
been found, viz. the Cha-
ralters of Philomedé, Atoffa,

- Cloe, and fome verfes fol-
- lowing, others are ftill want-

TES.

ing, nor can we anfwer that
thefe are exaétly inferted. P.
1 VER. 203. Bred to dif-

There is fomething particu-

tion, as mmaking their dif-

uifing in public the necef-
ary effectof their being bred
to difguife 5 but if we con-
fider that female Education
is an art of teaching not to
| be, but to appear, we fhall
: have no reafon to find fault

expreflion. :

VER. 206. That each may
Jeem a Virtue, or a Vice.]
For Women dre taught Vir-
tue fo artificially, and Vice
fo natorally, that, in the
nice exercife of them, they
may be eafily miftaken for
one another. Scris,

guife,in Public’tisyou bide;]

lar in the turn of this affer-

with the exattnefs of. the |

 aaaliem A . e
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139

In Men, we various Ruling Paffions find ;
In Women, two almoft divide the kind 5
Thofe, only fix'd, they firft or laft obey,
The Love of Pleafure, and the Love of Sway. 210
That, Nature gives ; and where the leffon taught
Is but to-pleafe, can Pleafure feem a fault?
Experience, this ; by Man’s oppreffion curft,
They feek the fecond not to lofe the firft.
Men, fome to Bus’nefs, fome to Pleafure take;

But ev’ry Woman is at-heart a Rake :

216

Men, fome to Quiet, fome to public Strife;
But ev’ry Lady would be Queen for life.
VARrIATIONS,
VER. 207. in the firit Edition,
In fev’ral Men we fev'ral paffions find ;
In ngen, two almoft divide the Kind.

NoTEs.'

Ver, 207. The former
part having fhewn, that the
particular  Charaders of
Women are more various
than thofe of Men, it is

" neverthelefs obferved, that
- the gemeral Chara@eriftic of
the fex, as to the ruling
Paffion, is more uniform. P.

Ver. 211. This is occa-
fioned partly by their Na-
ture, and partly their Eds-

cation, and in fome degree
by Necefity. P.

VEr. 213. Experience
this,&'c.] The ironical apo-
logy continued : That the
Second is, as it were, forced
upon them by the tyranny
and oppreflion of man, in
order to fecure the firft.

VER. 216. But ev'ry Wo-
max is at beart 'a Rake:]

¢ Some men (fays the Poet)
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Yet mark the fate of a whole Sex of Queens!
Pow’r all their end, but Beauty all the means: 220
In Youth they conquer, with fo wild a rage,

As leaves them fcarce a fubjet in their Age:

For foreign glory, foreign joy, they roam ;

. No thought of peace or happinefs at home.

But Wifdom’s triumph is well-tim’d Retreat, 225
As hard a fcience to the Fair as Great!

- Beauties like Tyrants, old and friendlefs grown,
Yet hate repofe, and dread to be alone,

Worn out in public, weary ev’ry eye,

Nor leave one figh behind them when they die. 230

Pleafures the fex, as children Birds, purfue,

Still out of reach, yet never out of view ;
- Sure, if they catch, to fpoil the Toy at moft,

To covet flying, and regret when loft :

At laft, to follies Youth could fcarce defend, 235
- It grows their Age’s prudence to pretend ;

NorTEs.

¢¢ take to bufinefs, fome to
< pleafure, but every wo-
¢ manwould willingly make
<« pleafure ber bufinefs
which being - the peculiar
chara&@eriftic of a Rake, we
muft needs think that he in-
cludes (in his ufe of the
word here) no more of the

t

Rake’s ill qualities than are
implied in this definition,
of one who makes pleafure
bis bufinefs.

VER. 219. What are the-
, Aims and the Fate of this
. Sex 2—I. As to Power. P.

Ver. 231. = II As to
Pleafure. P.

A et
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Afham’d to own they gave delight before,
Reduc’d to feign it, when they give no more :
As Hags hold Sabbaths, lefs for joy than fpight,
So thefe their merry, miferable Night; . 240
Still round and round the Ghofts of Beauty glide,
And haunt the places where their Honour dy’d,
" See how the World its Veterans rewards !
A Youth of Frolicks, an old Age of Cards;
Fair to no purpofe, artful to no end, 245
Young without Lovers, old without a Friend ;
A Fop their Paffion, but their Prize a Sot,
Alive, ridiculous, and dead, forgot ! )
Ah !Friend ! to dazzle let the Vain defign ; 249
To raife the Thought, and touch the Heart be thine!
That Charm fhall ‘grow, while what fatigues the
Ring,
Flaunts and goes down, an unregarded tﬁing :
So when the Sun’s broad beam has tir'd the fight,
All mild afcends the Moon’s more fober light,
Serene in Virgin Modefty fhe fhines, 255
And unobferv’d the glaring Orb declines.
Oh! bleft with Temper, whofe. unclouded ray
.. Can make to-morrow chearful as to-day ;

NoTEs.

Ver. 249. Advice for their true Intereft, P.
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She, who can love a Sifter’s lcharms, or hear

Sighs for a Daughter with unwounded ear; 260
She, who ne’er anfwers till a Hufband cools,

Or, if fhe rules him, never thows fhe rules;
Charms by accepting, by fubmitting fways,

Yet has her humour moft, when fhe obeys ;

Let Fops or Fortune fly which way they will; 265
Difdains all lofs of Tickets, or Codille ;

Spleen, Vapours, or Small-pox, above them all,
And Miftrefs of herfelf, tho’ China fall,

And yet, believe me, good as well as ill,
‘Woman’s at beft a Contradi&ion ftill, .270
Heav’n, when it ftrives to polith all it can
Its laft beft work, but forms a fofter Man ;

Picks from each fex, to make the Fav'’rite bleft,
Your love of Pleafure, our defire of Reft:

Blends, in exception to all gen’ral rules, 275
Your Tafte of Follies, with our Scorn of Fools :

NorTeEs.

Ver. 269. The Pictare
of an eftimable Woman,

with the beft kind of con-’

trarieties, created out of the

’s imagination ; who
therefore feigned thofe cir-
cumftances of a Hufbard, a
Daughter, and love for a

8ifter, to prevent her being
miftaken for any of his ac-
quaintance. And having
thus made his Woman, he
did, as the ancient poets
were ‘wont, when they had
made their Mufe, invoke,
and addrefs his poemto, her.

-~
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Referve with Franknefs, Art with Truth ally’d,
Courage with Softnefs, Modefty with Pride ;
Fix’d Principles, with Fancy ever new ;

" Shakes all together, and produces—You.

2‘80

Be this 2 Woman’s Fame : with this unbleft,
Toatfts live a fcorn, and Queens may die ajeft.
" This Pheebus promis’d (I forget the year)
‘When thofe blue eyes firft open’d on the fphere ;
Afcendant Pheebus watch’d that hour with care,

Averted half your Parents’ fimple Pray’r ;

286

NorTEs.

VER.285. &c. Afeendant
Phabus watch'd that bour
awith care, Averted half
your Parents’ fimple Pray’r ;
And gave you Beasty, but
deny'd the Pelf.] The poet
concludes his Epiftle with a
fine Moral, thatdeferves the
ferious attention of the pub-
lic: It is this, that all the
extravagances of thefe wi-
cious Charatters- here de-
fcribed, are much inflamed
by a wrong Education, hint-
ed atin y 203 ; and that
even. the e/ are rather fe-

- cured by a good natural than
by the prudence and provi-
vidence of  parents ;. which

‘ebfervation is conveyed un-
2

der the fublime claffical ma-
chinery of Pheebus in the
afcendant, watching the na-
tal hour of his favourite,
and averting the ill effe@s of
her parents miftaken fond-
nefs : For Pheebus, as the
god of Wit, confers Genius ;
and, as one of the aftrono-
mical influences, defeats the
adventitious byas of educa-
tion.

In conclufion, the great
Moral from both thefe Epi-
ftles together is, that the
two rareft things in all Na-
ture are 8 DISINTERESTED
Man, and a REASONABLE
Woman,

-
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And gave you Beauty, but deny’d the Pelf
. That buys your fex a Tyrant o’er itfelf. .

The gen’rous God, who Wit and Gold refines,
And ripens Spirits as he ripens Mines, 290
Kept Drofs for Duchefles, the world fhall know it,
To you gave Senfe, Good-humour, and a Poet.
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MORAL ESSAYS.

EPISTLE IL
‘ TO |

Allen Lord Bathurff.

ARGUMENT.
Of the Ufe of RICHES.

THAT it is known to few, moft falling into one of the .
extremes, Avarice or Profufion, ¥ 1, &c. The Point
difcufs’d, whether the invention of Money bas been
more commodious, or pernicious to Mankind, ¥ 21 to
77. That Riches, either tg the Avaricious or the Pro-
digal, cannot afford Happinefs, fearcely Ncc#‘:ria,
¥ 89 to 160. That Avarice is an abfolute Frenzy,
without an End or Purpefe, ¥ 113, &c. 152. Con-
Jjectures about the Motives of Avaricious meny ¥ 124
to 153. That the condull of men, with refpect to
Richesy can only be accounted for by the ORDER OF
ProvIDENCE, wbicblzcwr the general Gopd out
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of Extremes, and brings all to it’s great End by
© petual Revolurlons, ¥ 161 to 178. Fhow a Mifer
acts upon Principles which appear to him reafonable,
"% 179. How a Prodigal does the fame, 3 199. The
due Medium, and true ufe of Riches, ¥ 219. ¥be
" Man of Rofs,  250. The fate of the Pr and
_the Covetous, in two examples; both miferable in
Life and in Death, ¥ 300, &c. The Story of
§ir Balaam, y 339 to the end. . '
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" EPISTLE IL.

P. HO fhall decide, when Do&tors difagree,
W And foundeft ‘Cafuifts doubt, like you
' and me?

ErisTeg II1.] This Epiftle was written after a violent
outcry againt our Author, on a fuppofition that he had
ridicnle?:. worthy nobleman merely for his wrong tafte.
He juftified himf{elf upon that article, in a letter to the
Earl of Buslington ; at the end of which are thefe words :
* I have learat that there are fome who would rather be
¢ wicked than ridicalous ; and therefore it may be fafer
““ to attack vices than follies. I will therefore leave my
“ betters in the quies pofleflion of their idols, their groves,
*and their high nlaces; dind change my fubje&t from
« their pride to their meannefs, fram their vanities to
#¢ their .miferies ; and as the only certain way to avoid
¢ mifconftrutions, to leffen offence, and not to multiply
¢¢ ill-natared applications, I may probaby, in my next,
¢ make ufe of real names inftead of fititious ones.” P.

VERr. 1. Whe fball decide, &5c.] The addrefs of the
Introdustion (from ¥ 1 to z1) is remarkable: The poet

" reprefents himfelf and the noble Lord his friend, asin a
converfation, philofophifing on the fina/ caufe of Rickes ;
and it proceeds by way of dialogue, which moft writers
ufe to hide want of method ; our Author only to foften -
and enliven the drynefs and feverity of it. v

Yes (fays the poet) ‘
— bold the word from Fove to Momus giv'n,
But 1, avho think more bighly of our kind, {Sc.
Opine that Nature, E.‘)’E e .
2
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You hold the word, from Jove to Momus gjv’n,
That Man was made the ftanding jeft of Heav’n 3
And Gold but fent to keep the fools in play, 5
For fome to heap, and fome to throw away.

As much as to fay, * You, my Lord, hold the fubje& we
¢ arc upon’ as fit only for Satire; I, on the contrary,
¢ efteem it a cafe of Philofophy and profound Etbics :
% But as we both agree in the main Principle, that Rickes
“- quere wot given for the reward of Piriue, but for very
< difforent. purpofes (Sec Effay on Mas, Ep. iv.) let us
and confider the fubje& joint-
th amder your idea and mine, i.e. Satirically
 and Philofephically.”—And this, in fak, we fhall find
to be the true charafter of this poem, which is a Species
iar to itfelf, and iumking equally of the natare of
is Brhie Epiples and his Satires, as beft -pieces of
Lucian arofe from a combination of the Dialogues of
Plato, and the Scenes of Ariflepbanes. This it will be
neceflary to carry with us, if we would fee either the Wit
or the Reafoning of this Epifile in their true light.

s comg;omnfe the matter,

<€
’

NoTes.

Ver. 3. Mewxs giv's]A-
mongft the earlieft abufes of
reafon, one of the firft was
to cavil at the ways of Pro.
vidence. But as, in thofe
times, every Vice as well
as Virtue, had its Patron:
God, Momus came to be
st the head of the old Erse-
thimkers. Him, the Mytho-

-logifts very ingenioully made |.

A}

_and fo, con

the Son of Sleep and Niphe,
uently, half-
brother to Du/nefi. But.hav-
ing been much employed,
in after ages, by the Grevk
Satirifts, he came, at latt,
to pafs for a Wis; and wn-
der this ides, be is to be
confidered in. the be-
foreus.
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But I, who think more highly of our kind,

(And furely, Heav’n and

"ESSAYS. 149

T are of 2 mind)

Opine, that Nature, as in duty bound,

Deep hid the fhining mifchief under ground :

10

But when by Man’s audacious labour won,
Flam’d forth this rival to, its Sire, the Sun,
Then careful Heav’n fupply’d two forts of Men,
"To fquander Thefe, and Thofe to hide agen.
Like Do&tors thus, when much difpute has paft,

We find our tenets juft the fame at laft.

16

Both fairly owning, Riches, in effed,

No gracg of Heav'n or token of th’Elet ;

Giv’n to the Fool, the Mad, the Vain, the Evil,
To Ward, to Waters, Chartres, and the Devil. 20

NoTEs.

" Vir. 9. Opine,] A term
- facred to g:uov]erfy and
high debate. :
Ibid. — that Nature, as
in duty bound,] This,
ludicroufly, is yet y,
exprefled; to thew, that, by
_Natxure, the poet meant, not
- the God of nature, bat the
> infirument and fubflitute of
hia providence. .
ER. 12. Flam'd forth
this rival te, its Sire, the |

Sxs,] The rival of its Sire
in its brightnefs, and in its

drawing mankind
iato ersor and delufion ; the
two firlt idols of the world,
matural. and. meral, being
the Sxz and Geld.

Vzr. 20 Joun Waroof
.Hackney, Efq; Member of
-Parliament, being profecu-
.ted by the of Bock-
ingham, and -convifted of
m"’t was et expelied

.

K3
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B. What Nature wants, commodions Geold beftows,
*T'is thus we eat the bread another fows.

NoTESs. -

the Houfe, and then food
in the Pillory on the 17th
of March 1727. He was
fufpecied of joining in a
conveyance with Sir Jobm
Blunt, to fecrete fifty thou-
fand ds of that Direc-
tor’s Eftate, forfeited to the
South-Sea company by A&
of Parliament. The Compa-
ny recovered the fifty thoy-
fand pounds againft Ward ;
but he fet up prior convey-
ances of his real eftate to
his brother and fon, and

conceal’d all his perfonal,.

which was computed to be
one hundred and fifty thou-
fand pounds. Thele con-

veyances being alfo fet afide

by a bill in Chancery, Ward
was imprifoned, and ha-
varded the forfeiture of his
life, by not giving in his
effedls till the lait day,
which was that of his exa-
“nination. . During his con-
finerent, hisamufemsent was
~ to give poifon to dogs and
“cats, and fee them expire
by flower or quicker tor-

ments. To fum up the
wortb of this gentlemas, at
the feveral 2ra’s of his life,
At his ftanding in the Pillo-
Z:: Z“bow"‘i' above tawo
red thoufan, po:md:; at
his commnécnt to Prifon,
hedwaa uzrtb oz b;nudrd
and fifty thoufand ; but,
Beexiﬁ fince foff‘;u» : mmiffgl
i.tlxl hishrepumion, as tj?l;;
thoughta wwer/e mag
or ﬁft_y tbmﬁ{d, P!y )
Fr. CHARTRES, 2 man
infamous for all manner of
vices. When he was an en-
fign in the army, he was
drumm'd out of the regi-
meit for & cheat; he was
next banith’d Bruffels, and -
drumm’d aut of Ghent on
the fame account. Aftera
hondred tricks at the gam.

.ing-tables, he took to lend-

ing of money at exorbitant
intereft and on great pe-
nalties, accumaulating pre-
miom, intereft, 4nd capital
into a new capital, and feiz-
ing to a2 minute when the
payments became due; in
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*Tis thus we ity ‘while, who {ow it, farve: .
What Nature wants (a phrafe I much diftruft)

Extends to Luxury, extends to Luft:

26

. Ufeful, I grant, it ferves what life requires,
But dreadful too, the dark Affaflin hires :

Nores.

a word, by 2 conftant at-
tention to the vices, wants,
and follies of mankind, he
acquired an immenfe for-
tane. His houfe was a per-
petaal bawdy-houfe. Hewas
twice condema’d for rapes,
and pardoned ; but the laft

~ time not without imprifon-

ment in Newgate, and |

Scotland in 1741, 62.
The populace at hi:?u‘;mal
rais’d a great riot, almoft
tor¢ the body out of the
coffin, and caft dead dogs,
&c. into the grave along
with it. The following Epi-
taph contains his chara&ter,
very juftly drawn by Dr Ar-
buthnot :

confifcations. He died m

H E R E continseth to rot .
The Body of FRANCIS CHARTRES,
Who, with an InFrexieie CoNsTaxcy,
and IntmiTaBre UnirorMiTY oOf Life, .
PessisTED,
In fpite of Ace and INFIRMITIES,
In the Pratice of Every Human Vice
Excepting ProbicarLiTy and Hyrocrisy:
His infatisble Avarice exempted him from the firft,
His matchlefs ImPupgncE from the fecond,

K 4
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- B.Trade it may help, Society extead.- .
P. But Jures the Pytale, ang Gorrppts thpFncnd. 30.

No'rss y

" Nor was he more ﬁngular ’ N
,in the undeviating Prawity of his Manners, '
Than fuccefeful '
in Accamulating WEALTH,
For, , without Trang, or Proression,
Without TrusT of PusLic MoNEY,
And withoat Br1BE-wWorTHY Service,
Hg-acquired, or more properly created, -
* A MmsteruaL Estare.
' He avas the anly Perfon of bis. Tune. 4
Who gould cazaT without the Mafk of Honesry,
- Retain his Primeval MEANNESS
When pofiefs’d of TEN TuousanD a Year,
And having daily deferved the GieBeT for what he did]
Was at laft condemn’d to it for what he con/d not lc
Oh Indignant Reader!
Think not his Life ufelefs to Mankind
Provipence conniv'd at his execrable Defigns,
To give to After-ages
A confpicuous Proor and ExamPLE, .
Of how fmall Eftimation is ExorB1TANT WEALTH .
in the Sight of G O D, ‘
- By his bd\owmg it on the moft uNWORTHY of ALL
" MorTaLs.
- ‘This Gmde.nw: was worth l one bundred thu/ad m»Ma-
Joven theufand powuiv a _ymr ney,
_eftate in Land, and ‘
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B. It raifes Armies in a Nation’s aid. *°
P. But bribes a Senate, and'the Land’s betray’d.’
In vain may Heroes fight, and Patriots rave ;
. If fecret Gold fap on from knave to knave. °
Once, we confefs, beneath the Patriot’s cloak; 35
From the crack’d bag the drepping Guinea fpoke,

NoTkss.

Mr WatErs, the third
of thefe worthies, was a
man no way refembling the
former in his military, but
extremely fo in his civil ca-
gacity 3 his great fortune

aving been rais’d by the
like dgiligent attendance on
the neceflities of others. But
this gentleman’s hiftory muft
be deferred till his death,
when his averth may be
known more certainly. P.

VER. 20.—Chartres and
the Devil] Alluding to
the vulgar opinion, that all
mines of metal and fubter-
raneous treafures are in the