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OF THE

POLYGRAPHIC ART.

ECHANICAL INVENTION is one of Of mechanical
the great pillars that fupport the gran- general,

deur of the Britith Empire. Though there are

various manufatures and arts, in which other

nations, efpecially the Germans, equal us, in

refpet of excellence ; with regard to expedition

we are unrivalled. Hence, notwithftanding the

high expence of living, and the growing pref-

fure of accumulated taxes, in articles of iron,

fteel, wool, cotton, turnery, earthen ware, and

. others, we are able to underfell nations where

Yabour is twice as cheap as in England, the ex-

- pence of living twice as low, and taxes more

than twice as moderate,

Bur it was referved to Mr. BootH, the author The inventor
) . . . . 3 . . . ., and natureof
of this invention of multiplying pitures in oile i are.

B colours,



Name applied
to this art.

Its utility.

( 2)

colours, with all the properties of the ongmal
paintings, whether in regard to outline, expref-
fion, fize, variety of tints, or other circumftances,
to apply with fuccefs, Mechanical invention, and
particularly the power of Chymiftry, to the dif--
fufion, perpetuation, and, in fome refpets, even
the improvement of the moft generally pleafing
and captivating of the lil;cral arts.

Tue multiplying or copying piftures in
oil colours by a mechanical and chymical
procefs, as invented by Mr. Boorn, was at
firft ftiled PoLypLAsIOSMOS, a Greek word, fig-
nifying multiplication. But the Gentlemen who
have united themfelves, with the.inventor, into
a Society, for the purpofe of prote@ing and pa-
tronizing this ingenious art, have determined to
defign it, in future, by the title of PoLYcra-
pHIC : a term equally calculated to diftinguith it
from other attempts of copying Pictures; and,
at the fame time, more analogous, and more ex-
preflive of the invention in queftion, the grand
object, and dx(’cmguxihmg property, or charac-
teriftic of which, is, to produce many pic-
tures.

THE great end and ad#ar{tage of the Polygra{-

-phic Art, then, is, that by a mechanical and

chymical procefs, without any injury whatever
to

-
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to the original painting, it produces fuch an ex~
Ca@ copy, or likenefs, as cannot, without diffi-
culty and clofe attention, be diftinguithed from
the archetype, at the diftance from which every
-good picture ought to be viewed; while the
“price it can be delivered at to the public, is a
mere trifle, commonly under, but never exceed-
ing the tenth part of the value of the original.
The experience of twelve years, renders it pro- Duration of
bable, and, indeed, almoft certain, that thefe ™ o™
pi&ures, being done in oil colours, will, at
leaft, equal their originals, in point of dura-
tion, :

OF the perfection to which the inventor of the
Polygraphic Art, fupported hy the other mem. .
bers of the Polygraphic Society, has been enabled
to raife it, at a great expence of money and of
- time, the public will judge,

The originals are always intended to be thewn Originals exhi-
with the copies, in a public exhibirion, placed:::;gruh the
in fuch a manner that the public will be able to
compare one with the other in the fame point of
view, and determine of their perfetions and de-
fes, and how near a copy they are to the ori-

ginals from whence they are taken.

Bz - 'A'l



Original not in

the leaft inju- .

red, but ren- .
dered more va-
luable.

o C.4)

As the original picture receives not the leaft
injury from the operation of multiplying copies,
fo neither does it fuffer any diminution in point
of value. On the contrary, the more that copies
of any piece of painting are multiplied, and
the more widely they are diffufed, like the Car-
toons, or the Madonna della Sedia of the divine
Raphael, they become more known, in greater

repute, and of higher value ; while the Poly-

Painting con-
fidered under
three different
views.

graphic copies will hold the next rank in the
eftimation of the Connoiffeur, from the clofenefs
of the imitation. )

‘PainTinG may be confidered under three dif-

ferent views : firft, as an ingenious art ; fecondly,

as influencing morals ; and thirdly, as an object
of policy and an article of commerce. In all
thefe refpets the invention now offered to the
patronage of the public will be found. worthy,
it is hoped, of their countenance and protetion,
With regard to the firft of thefe confiderations,
whatever ingenuity and fkill may be dfplayed
by the painter, whatever emotion may be excit-
ed by fangy combining, fram the ftorcs of nature
and hiftory, feparate particulars and facts in uni-
ty of defign, whatever, in a word, the moft ar-
dent and moft cultivated genius can invent, will

-

be found to be promoted and encouraged by the

Polygraphic Art. For this invention is not
‘neceffarily
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neceflarily confined in its exercife or application,
to fuch paintings as are already in the pofleffion
_of the public. New defigns may be formed which
this art may multiply. And 2s no copy can be
made without an original, and as the Polygraphic
Society will make a point of having a certain
~ number of new fubjetts done for them every
year, the intereft of living Artifts, and efpeci-
ally of the Britith Painters, inftead of being in-
jured by this mechanical and chymical procefs,
will be greatly promoted. And,as it will encreafe
_ the employment of eminent artifts, fo it will Ariftseocous
) . . . raged hy this
- contribute, in no fmall degree, to the improve- gifovery.
ment of ftudents, who, being accuftomed to imi-
tate the ftyle and manner, will catch, in fome
degree, the genius of the greateft mafters, and
- attain to diftinguithed excellence in grandeur
and elegance of contour, corretnefs of defign,
brilliant colouring, and well effe&ted mafsof light
and thade. On this head, let it be further ob-
ferved, that the firft introduction of young artifis
into praftice and fame, is commonly that of
portrait-painting, a branch of bufinefs which
will ftill remain in their hands, and which the
facility of multiplying copies of originals will
infallibly tend to encreafe. And, in general, at
a time when we have many painters of eftablith-
ed reputation, and others are rifing into fame,
an jnvention, which by a general diffufion of the
moft
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moft admired fubjets creates a more general
tafte for the arts, cannot but have a favourable
influence on the fortunes of artifts ; Mechanical
Inventions of every kind, by reducing the price
of commodities and manufattures, multiply
- cuftomers, and extend their fale: fo that thofe
who at firft are alarmed by their introdu&ion,
reap, in'the iflue, great advantage thercfrom.
The invention of cotton mills at firft excited
among the labouring manufaturers of cotton,
. yarn, and ftuffs in Lancathire a general alarm,
yet the extenfion of trade, by the lowering
‘the price, and encreafing the demand, which
thofe mills have occafioned, has rather aug-
" mented the number of hands employed in
the manufacures of cotton than diminithed

them. In like manner, may we not fairly

fuppofe, that the multiplication of pitures,
of capital and approved mafters, may cherith
and diffufe a general tafte for painting, and
thereby give ‘employment and encouragement to
the mafters and adepts in that imirative art? At
prefent fine paintings, are to be purchafed only
by men in the poffeffion of large fortunes. Re-
duce their price; they may be purchafed, and
will be purchafed by men of middling, and even
of humble fortunes. By this means the ufe and
love of paintings, and even the defire of having
originals will be encreafed; few houfes will-be

. without
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without paintings of .one fort or another ; and
the ingenious artit will find from a multipli-
cation of pictures, fuch a diffufion of tafte for
painting, that an addition of patrons and con-,
fequent employ will of courfe take place. He
will likewife be able to perform fuch defigns, as

will induce the proprietors of the Polygraphic

Art to_treat with him for the copy-right of the
original, in the fame manner that bookfellers
treat with authors.

Berore the invention of printing, books were

fo dear’ that they were within the compafs only °

of Lords and Princes, or men in general of
Princely fortunes. The prefs has put books in
‘the hands of all ranks ef men 3 and fo, it may be
reafonably prefumed, this invention will adorn
the halls and other apartments of all ranks and
orders of the people. - And, as the'art of print-

auu

-



( 8)

and the patrons of the Polygraphic.Art, are
very far from entertaining a wifh, and if they
did, they never could hope that it would ever,
in any degree difcourage engraving. It will in
all probability extend it, and bring it more and
more into general vogue and requeft, among all-
orders and conditions of men. Not only will
fuch perfons as delight in prints, continue to
purchafe prints, as thofe who take pleafure in
pi¢tures, will purchafe pictures, when thefe are
within the compafs of their fortune; but the
multiplication of pitures, by the general dif-
fufion of a tafte for painting, inftead of giving
a check to the ingenious art of engraving, will
tend greatly to encourage it; and thefe fifter
arts muft fhare one common fate, and rife and
fall together.

Ohergood ef- T HE inventor and the patrons of the Polygra.
wvention.  phic Art, anxious to vindicate this difcovery,
and the ufe they intend to make of it, from falfe
anticipations, beg leave ta confirm and illuf-
ftrate the foregoing pofition. The whole of the
arts and fciencesare linked together in one chain,
and tafte and proficiency in any one of them, natu~
rally leads to tafte and proficiency in others. It
is the object of fcience to trace the laws, and of
the liberal arts to imitate the appearances of
nature. In nature, therefore, they meet and are

concentrated 3
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concentrated ; and he who is converfant with one. -
of them, from their vicinity and alliance with
each other, has an opportunity, and is naturally
induced to form an acquaintance and intimacy
with the reft,  Accordingly, in every age, and
every nation, the arts and fciences, the fifter
Mufes go hand in hand, and advance in their
collateral courfes in the moft perfect harmony.
Does a tafte for ArchiteCture repel, and deltroy
a tafte for painting ? Does a tafte for painting
imply an averfion to poetry ? or is the mind and
heart which is fenfible to the charms-of poetical
fancy and defign, indifferent to the ftrains of
mufic ? No: It is.quite otherwife. It is in the
beautiful and magnificent palace that we natu-
rally look for paintings. The mind'that de-
lights in the contemplation of landfcape and
hiftorical painting, relifhes alfo a well con-
ducted epic poem, or hiftory : and the inveftiga-
tion of caufe and effe&, again, in legitimate hif-
torical compofition, is near a-kin to inveftigation
of every kind, and to the exercife of the reafon-
ing faculty in general, whether it be employed
in morality, pneumatics, phyfics, or in mathe-
matics, pure or mixed.

As all the Arts and Sciences, then, are harmo-
nioufly conneted, and mutually influence and
- fupport each other, it is not unreafonable ta fup-

- C pofe
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pofe that the general diffufion of a tafte for
painting will be accompanied with a general
“diffufion of a tafte for engraving, as well as
fculpture, ftatuary and every Kindred art. Pic-
tures and prints have their refpetive advan-
tages; and both may be fought after, and ad-
Paintings Pre; mifed by the fame perfon. It will readily be
fesbleto  gllgwed that prints are not by any means fuch
prints, as orna- . ‘

meatal furni- proper articles of furniture as paintings : for the
W, moft charaGeriftical beautics of prints, are ina
great meafure loft when framed, glazed, and
difpofed as ornaments for large rooms, halls, and
gallertes. The delicate touch of “the engraving
tool lofes it's enchanting effect, when placed at
~ any diftadce from the eye. The fineft engrav-
ings are acccordingly kept in fmall cabinets or
in port folios; a fituation which undoubtedly
furnithes the moft commodious opportunities. of

* contemplating their beauties. '
" Havine thus confidered the invention of Po-
~lygraphy as an art, and fhewn the favourable
influence it will have on the advancement and
~ diffufion of painting, engraving, and all kindred
arts; we proceed under the fecond view, in
which we faid, painting might be confidered ;
to obferve that the multiplication of pi&ures by
" means of the invention of the Polygraphic Art,
has a tendency to ftrengthen religious principles
- and
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and conceptnons, and te improve the morals
of the pcople. The moft firiking fcenes re-
corded in the facred feripture, faxthfu}ly deli-
" neated by the glowing pencil, pafs into the minds
even of the rudeft beholders, with equal eafe,
efficacy, and - delight, and awaken thofe fenti-
ments of devotion and love, which they are
fo well fitted to infpire. And, independently of Happy confe-
the eife@ of fubje@®s taken from the Sacredﬂ'ﬂf&?iﬁt'z:
Scriptures, painting foftens and humanizes the&
mind, and purifies it from grofs and pernicious
appetites and paffions, by cherifhing a tafte for
elegant and virtuous pleafures. It infpires, like
the other liberal arts and moral fciences, a focial
fweétnefs of difpofition. A tafte for,the fine
arts is incompatible with ferocity of manners.
It even reftrains the fury of war, and by exer.
cifing fympathy, promotes friendly intercourfe,
peace and good will among men. Polite litera-
ture and the fine arts exhibit reprefentations
of human nature, placed in various interefting .
fituations. The rcader, as well as the amareur,
~enters by {ympathy into a thoufand characters,
circumftances, and fituations, and is influenced
by a thoufand focial and humane emotions,
which would not have been excited in his breaft,
by all the occurrences and viciflitudes of the ~
moft variegated life. ‘Thus they become in fome
meafure citizens of the world. The antipathies

- Ca “and
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and prejudices which fet men at variance with
one another, are gradually worn off. The en-
larged mind acquires an habit of indulgence
and forbearance. Nothing that belongs to hu-
man nature; no peculiarity in national charac-
ter, no failing or imperfeétion of the individual
member of fociety moves either the ridicule or
the averfion of the ingenuous mind, accuftomed
" to contemplate nature and humanity under an
infinite variety of forms, and to feel that fen-
timent fo often quoted from the Latin ¢omic
Poet, « I myfelf am a man, and I cannot re-
‘ main untouched by the joys or forrows of
¢ human nature.” Painting, in particular, is
favourable to virtue : it teaches important leflons
in a language univerfally underftood: and by
recording merit, excites a noble and virtuous
emulation. Itis foreign to the prefent purpofe
indeed to celebrate the praifes of the liberal arts ;
but it is difficult to abftain from fome fally of
panegyric, when the domain of the imitative art’
is on the point of being fo greatly enlarged, and
the profpect that is opened by the Polygraphic
Invention, is fo pleafing, as well as vaft and un-
bounded.—What influence may not this inven-
tion have over the purfuits and pleafures of men ?
and what polifh may it not give to their manners?

Bur
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Bur it is, in a political and commercial light, This art eonfi-
which was the third view, as was obferved, in deredin light.
which' painting. might be confidered, that this -
multiplying art is of the higheft importarce. It
muft appear obvious to every perfon of difcern-
ment, that painting, as an art, contributes inan’
eminent degree to the grandeur and confequence
of a nation. It tends to raife a national chara&er, ,
and to invite to the countries in which it flou-
rithes, travellers of "diftin&ion from other king-
doms: the invention of Polygraphy encourages
a genius for painting, and, by reducing the prices
of the ornamental branches of that art, it will

~give an air of elegance, and magnificence, to
our houfes in the eye of foreigners, who will be
tempted to carry into their own countries thofe
articles of f{plendid furniture which are purchaf-
ed at fo eafy a rate in this. And thus this inven-
tion, it is to be hoped, will prove no inconfidera-.
ble fource of national wealth. But on the im-
portant head of its utility it will be proper to

. fpeak at greater length.

Rear grandeur does not confift in 2 profufion
of gold and tinfel fhew, which dazzles the fight
by the vividnefs and richnefs of colour, but neither
~ amufes the fancy nor engages the heart. The eye
is never fo much pleafed, as when the object of
perception gives excrcife to the fancy, and calls

into
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into altion the various energies of the mind : ‘2
purpofe for which allegorical and hiftorical
paintings are particularly adapted. '

TxERE is no method now in ufe, of produc-
ing an expreflive, interefting, and highly finithed -
pi&ure, that is not attended with tke moft exqui-
 fite pains and trouble. As pieces of this kind are
to be produced only by the clofeft labour and
application, they are neceffarily advanced te fo
great a price that very few can afford to purchafe
them. ‘Indeed highly finithed pictures are fel-
dom to be met with at all. By this new method
of drawing and colouring, however, all the ef-
fe& of the finithed graces and perfections will be
introduced, of which paintings are fufceptible.
The prices now given for the finifhed paintings
of the Flemith and Italian mafters fufficiently .
evince the value of the copies that are made, with
fuch exacnefs, by the Polygraphic Art.  And,
from this circumftance, the author, and patrons
- and proprietors of this invention, are encouraged
to hope for the puhlic countenance and protec-

tion, as. they will produce pictures for a mere
trifle, pofleffed of a degree of elegance, and per-,
feGtion of colouring and varnithing, as cannot be
“equalled but by an immenfity of labour ina firft~
rate artift. '

2 | " Coriks
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Cories of good originals, diffufed through the A genenal love

country at a cheap rate, will induce many 2‘{: f:‘g;":ﬁi:".
gentlemen to purchafe them who' never would ar
have thought of giving the value of high-prized
original pictures; but though beginning with
fuch a trifle, they may imbibe a tafte for paint-
ing, be induced to enlarge the collettion, and,
by degrees, ‘gain fuch a tafte and knowledge of
the art, as not to be content with copies alone ;
-but, in the end, will be urged on to befpeak
originals, of the beft mafters, and thus become
patrons and encouragers of the art. This has
. generally happened with moft gentlemen who
have made capital colle@ions of paintings.
It. has often been from a fmall beginning, per:
haps from a fingle piQure, that they have been
led to form thofe colle€tions, which are now the
. admiration of every perfon of tafte.

Itis. well known that very confiderable fums
of money are annually carried out of this king-
.dom, for the purchafe of foreign paintings,
both copies and originals, and that in this traffic
many impofitions have been made, and frauds
. committed.  The" invention of Polygraphy
evidently tends to remedy thefe difadvantages
- and abufes, while, atthe fame time,. it does not
- oppofe itfelf to the honeft induftry and ingenu-
ity of the colleGor and dealer in pictures, who

‘ has
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has the fame market as ufual; and there is no

. doubt of the Polygraphic copies becoming here--

after a good obje& of fpeculation, from an en-
creafe of value, as the Society mean to adhere
to the mode of firiking off only a certain number
of copies of each fubje&, which, when finithed,
the apparatus is deftroyed, and no more done of
fuch fubje& by means of the Polygraphic Art.
Ao zg{:ztfage-' In confequence, when that number is fold and
waffic. | diftributed, fuch of them as may, by eventual
circumftances, come to fale, will open as exten-
five a field for advantageous traffic as origi-
nals. Thefe productions muft likewife become 2

fafe adventure for foreign markets, in every

country where the polite arts are encouraged.

It is unneceffary to difplay more fully the uti-

lity of the Polygraphic Art. Other advantages,
befides thofe that have .been here enumerated,
will be difcovered by time and experience, which
‘mot only unfold the myfteries of nature, but alfo
new purpofes to which thefe difcoveries may be
applied. .

IN the mean time it may be fafely affirmed,
that the Polygraphic Invention, inftead of in-
juring, will promote the art of painting, by en-
creafing the demand for pi&ures, by preferving

the ftyle and the mafterly colouring of the
greateft
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greateft artifts in their genuine and natural tafte,

handisg them down unimpaired to the lateft pof-

teritv, difplaying their peculiar excellencies, and
tm’:i'ng their analogies to each other. In one
word, this invention may be confidered, in every

.refpe&, as being #bat to painting, which en-

graving is to defign, and which the art of print-.

ing is to that of writing.

.~ " TaE Inventor and Proprietors of the Poly-
graphic Art, although they have embarked a
very large property on the maturation and im-
provement of this invention, have rejected fuch

. offers from the Continent as would at once in-

demnify their expence, and beftow a prefent re- .

ward, trufting that the moft liberal, as well as

the moft pleafing recompence for ingenuity
» and patient toil, is to be found where they would
with to find it, not in a foreign, but in their own
~country ; not under an arbitrary, but a free go-
vernment; aad in a land that has exhibited fo
~many examples of ingenious invention, and knows

fo well how to appreciate improvement in every
mechanical, and every liberal art. While, there-
fore, they folicit the patronage of all liberal and
cultivated minds in every quarterand kingdom of

the world, to their own countrymen they look up
with anxious hope, that they will afford that

/ encovragement at home, which the proprictors

of



P

( 18 )

of this invention havé declined to accep\‘abroad 3
that they will prote& -it from the difcouraging

effects of interefted and. rath infinuation ?\hat

they will not give credit to vague affertions \nd
reprefentations ; but that they will honour the
fpecimens they have exhibited of their art witi’s\
eandid attention, fo that in the judgment they
form, they may be guided, not by uncertain re-
ports, but by their own fenfe and obfervation,

FINTIS, o

. Bayerischg
. Staatg_bibﬁothek .
Miinchen J ”
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