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TO THE

RicHT HONOURABLE

T HE

EarL of Burlington,

Knight of the Moft Noble Order of
the Garter.

My Lord,

HE defign of this dedication is

"not to do honour to you, but

myfelf; neither is it made by

choice, but neceflity : for, as

I always intended to infcribe
thefe papers to the greateft genius, and
moft fini(h’d judge, ’twas impoffible I could
addrefs them to any body elfe.

Were they upon any other fubje&t but
architecture and publick ornaments, 1 thould
think my felf oblig’'d to make fome apo-
logy for the liberty I have taken; but,h as

they
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they treat of thofe only, the publick would
believe that no apology could juftify me
for not making you their patron.

You, my Lord, have, in a manner, a
partural right to all acknowledgments of
this kind; ’tis owing ta you that tafte and
elegance are fo much the fathion, and fo
well underftood ; your example has given
a fanction to {cience; and even the vanity
of being like you, has made as many con-
~ verts to its caufe, as a thorough love, and
" veneration for its excellencies. ,

- I can’t tell under which clafs of admirers
I am to be rang’d, but this I am certain
of, I only defcribe what you execute, and,
like the critick to the poetr, only apply
the rules in theory, which you reduce
into prattice.

After this confeflion, my Lord, I know
it will be expected that my remarks thould
bear in them the fame chara&erifticks of
harmony and beauty, as diftinguith the
compofitions on which they are founded ;
or elfe it will be faid I have fet up a
ftandard to condemn myfelf, I know
there is much reafon to be afraid of this
confequence ; but as every body will grant
my firft principles right, they may com-
pliment my judgment fo far at leaft, and,
if I have err'd in the application, it may
‘be recollected fill in my favour, that few

pu-



DEDICATIO N

pupils make a figure in company with
their matfter. : :

At a time, my Lord, when fo much
money is lavifh’d in building, and too often
with {o little pretence to beauty, or mag-
nificence, it could not be unfeafonable to
publith fome hints on a fubje&t fo fre-
quently employ’d, and fo feldlom under-
ftood : I grant, indeed, if buildings could
be read as eafily as books, there would be
no need of any comment of mine, and
your Lordfhip’s plans would be of more
fervice to the world, than the moit refin’d
{peculations. But as few have a like ta-
lent of laying out their fortunes with pro-
priety, or making their own private judg-
ment a publick ornament, I have ventur'd
to warn them ‘of the danger of attempt-
ing what they are not equal to, or declar-
ing their weaknefs at their own expence.

Folly in building is one of the moft
lafting refle@ions on a man’s charaer,
becaufe ’tis not only univerfally known in
his own time, but is often perpetuated
thro’ many generations.

It is incumbent, therefore, on every
‘man of quality and fortune, to weigh
very ferioufly every undertaking of this
nawre, and not precipitate himfelf into
an expence, that neither convenience, or
grandeur can juftify. '

The
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The way to do this moft effeGtually, is
to confult the models your Lordfhip has
oblig’d the publick with, and then they.
will learn that beauty is firft founded in
fimplicity, and harmony; and magnificence
in propriety of ornament, and noblenefs of

 imagination. ,

I am,
My LORD,
é’bur Lordfbip’s Moft Obedimt;
And Moft I?evoted

Humble Servant,




PREFACE.

An Essay on TASTE.

H AT we underfiand by tafte,

1s the peculiar relifb that we

JSeel for any agreeable objett ;

and is more or lefs perfect, ac-

cording to the degree of judg-

ment we employ in diffinguifo~

S ing its beauties. It ought al-
ways to be founded on truth, or veri-fimili-
tude at leaft; but we often find it to be only
the child of opinion, or the mere refult of ac-
cident. True tafle is not to be acquir'd with-
out infinite toil and fudy ; and we are gene-
rally too indolent to accept of an advantage
on fuch terms. This is the real occafion,

by a falfe one is fo apt to prevail, and, on
a . .
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a divifion of mankind, would number three
to one in its own favour. All men are fond
of being effeein’d witty, wife, or learned ; but
a¥ré willing to procure their reputation as ea-
Sily as poffible. They bave fenfe enough to ob-
Jerve baw cheaply this is acquir'd by bumour
and fafbion, to'the prejudice of true under-
Sanding, and genuine politenefs ;. and bow
- =ealous we are in promoting the follies we in-
tend to praétife. Like men of much ambiti-
on, and narrow fortune, we counterfeit the
gaiety we can never purchafe ; and frugally
Satter ourfelves, that our tinfel will be mif-
taken for the real gold it was intended to
-imitate. I am forry’tis in my. power, to df—
peal to numberlefs falls for, tbye trath of this
affertion. - Nothing is fo common, as the af~
eclation of tafte ; and bardly any thing is fo
Jeldom found. Indeed the misfortune is infec-
tious, and variety of incidents agree to make
it almoft univerfal. Bad principles of edu-
cation, when young ; anill choice of acquain-
tance at entering into the world ; the igno-
rance of thofe that undertake to inform us,
and continual prejudices of our own. But the
Jrequency, or confirmation of an evil, fhould
never difcourage us from endeavouring to fur-
mount 1t; and if ’tis grown quite defperate,
there is the more neceffity for oppofing it with
the greater vigour. There is fo much depends
on a true tafle, with regard to elegance, and
even to morality, that I can't refift the temp-
tation
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Yation of throwing in mymite to the publick;
and recommending, to the utmoff of my power,
what I judge to be of fo much advantage.
The defign of [chools, the ufe of univerfities,
the bencfit of converfation, [bould all centre
in this great point ; and no one can properly
be fliled a gentleman, who bas not made ufe
- of every oppertunity to enrich bis own capa-
city, andJettle the elements of tafle, which be
may improve at leifure. There are numbers
of “perfons, who may juftly claim reputatiop
Jor a fingle excellence, that in all others are
defectsve, and inconfiderable, for the want of
this general accomplifoment. A good tafte is
the beightner of every fcience, and the polifh
of every 'vi?ue : tis the friend of fociety,
and the guide to knowledge : ’tis the improve-
ment of pleafure, and the teff of merst. By
this, we enlarge the circle of enjoyment, and
refine upon bappinefs. It enab';es “us to di-
Singuifb beauty, wherever we find it, and
deteét error in all its difguifes. It obliges us
to bebave with decency and elegance, and
quickens our’ attention to the good qualities of
others : In a word, 'tis the affemblage of all
propriety, and the centre of all that's amiable. .
Truth and beauty include all excellence ;
and together with their oppofites, are the only
objets for the exercife of our cenfure, or ad-
miration. The rightly diftinguifbing of them,
25 the proof of agood tafte, and what naturally
leads to the perfection of judgment and ap-
a2 prebenfion.
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prebenfion.  Truth, fhould be confider'd as the -
defign in painting ; and beauty, the colouring
‘and decoration.  Falfehood and deformity, are
the contrafts of the groupe; and to be able fa
deteli the one, we fhould be capable of ad-
miring the other. 'The mind, whick is al-
ways employ'd in contemplating the firf?, or
condemning the laft, will be partial in it
knowledge, and unjuft in its decifion. Preju-
dice, on either fide, is foreign to a good tafte;
and yet, thro the frailty of buman nature,

both may meet in the fame perfon together.
To acquire that excellence perfectly, there-
Jore, we muf} be impartial in our enquiry,
and cool in our judgment ; quick to apprebend,
and ready to determine what is an error,
and what a beauty; carefully examining,
when we condemn, If the defect is not in our
mind ; and when we praife, whether we truly
underfland the object of our approbation,
Many a miflake bas been made by not obferv-
ing this rule. Beauties have been cenfur'd,
Jor want of underflanding ; and errors

extolld, becaufe in the mafgue of truth.
To reduce thefe bints into practice, I would
again obferve, that the iufluence of a good
tafte is to be extended much farther than is
generally imagin'd, *Tis not confin'd only to
writings of every kind, but intimately re-
gards painting and [eulpture, comprebends
the whole circle of civility and good manners,
and regulates life and conduit, as well as
o theory
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theory and fpeculation. In every one of thefe
rela;z}';m, ’£e always to be 0b_[erzzed, both zj;x
sudging and acting. For want of it, in all,
we daily fee a thoufand abfurdities, that po-
litenefs would be afbam’d of, and reafon con-
demn. Pertnefs paffes for wit; dulnefs for
decorum ; lewdnefs for bumour ; difimulation for
bonour 5 and vanity for every accomplifbment.

*Tis bard to determine whetber there is an
eternal difference in the effence of fouls, or
whether they exert themfelves, more or left
wisgoroufly, sn proportion to the delicacy of the
organs of the body they inform; or wbether
- the force of education, babit, or fociety, gives
@ fuperior turn to the gemius that poffe/fes
thefe advantages,

"Tis certain there is a wide difference
in men, and, whatever is the caufe,
Jome - are diffinguy’d by fo many perfeiti-
ons as almoft elevate them above the rank
of their fellow-creatures, and fet them at an
awful diftance for the vulgar of mankind to
wonder at. But bow great foever is the ca-
pecity, infinite toil and labour are neceffary
to form it into beauty, and regularity; fo
many difficulties are to be furmounted, fo ma-
ny mortifications are to be endur'd, and fuch
a labyrinth of knowledge is to be firuggled
thro, that, were not ambition to prompt
us, and wvamity to flatter, [carce one in a
thoufand would have the courage to under-
take fo arduous a task, and not one in l{i«ue

un-
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bundred of them, bave the refolution or ad-
drefs to accomplifhr the end they bad in view.
The very profpect would frighten.us from at-
tempting it 5 or paffion, or indelence hinder
our attaiming it: but very few arrive even
at the point they proposd. . None canm fay
they bave finifl’d their journey ; knowledge 1s
infinite, and, when mortality bas [pun out its
lateft thread in the purfuit, we look forward
with aftonifbment at the unbounded fiene
before us, and backward with contempt at
the little portion our whole lives could com-
pafs. Nature feems to bave done as much
Jor us as we can do for ourfelves, and the
utmoft of our endeavours can be little more
than to regulate, and polifb the bints that
arife from her. What is learning but a col-
lection of that knowledge which nature bad
infpir'd? and what politenefs, but a refinement
onthofe pleafures which foe basdiciated? Let
wus, look upon the grave and ferious among the
aulgar, and we fhall fee oeconomy and mora-
lity in miniature, and both as perfect as is
needful to thesr circumflance. - Let us obferve
the frolick and gay, and their pleafures are
the fame as ours, and bave the decorings of
elegance as well. Has refin'd and modifh lux-
ury a [ingle enjoyment that they don’t admire,
and imperfectly imitate? Let us purfue this
thought a little farther, and we fball find our
foetry, painting, fatuary,” and mufick in-
dulg’d amomg thems and, as in their origz;--

nal,
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#al, labouring for perfeftion. What gathers tos
gether the numerous crowds that liften to a wretched
Jong in every fireet 5 but the rapture wkich poe-
try never fails to infpire, and that foftnefs of beart
which engages the attention, and charms every fa-
culty 2 Why are their walls bung with fcurvy pics
tures s but becaufe their bearts delight in every imis
tation of nature, and whatevey they are fond of
they are willing to poffefs ? For fatuary they bave
images of wax, and earthy! and clay, in abundance,
made fine with painting and gilding, to atone for the
want of true beauty, and real excellency. How
many of them are fo inchanted with mufick, as to make
it the bufinefs of their lives, and fometimes praflife
it with fuccefs? All in genmeral bear witnefs to its
power, and, like Amphion’s focks and ftones, are
tranfported with barmony. Such is the mechanical
influence that the rudeft fketch of beauty and plea-
Jure bas upon the moft low and uncultivated minds,
and fo general is the confeffion of all mankind
in their favour ! I think I may be indulg’d too in
recommending this thought to men of education and
quality.  Ithink fuch fludies, and fuch employments
would afford them more [atisfatlion than the pre-
Jent mode of diverfions, and would be far more
worthy of their charaflers. Nature, ’tis plain,
points them out to their confideration, andtbeir own
Jations in life B/[wuld make them their infeparable
companions. But inflead of that, I [peak it with
great concern,” there are very few who bave not
Sirove to mortify their.relifb for them, and done a
wiolence to nature, in compliment to' fafbion. Gam-
ing and borfe-races are now the amufements in
wogue 5 and there are few who bave courage enough
to declare againft them, even tho® they are contrary
Jo their iuclinations. True politenefs feems in dif-

grace
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grace with maxkind, and’tis abfurd to be its advo-
cate. Where is the perfon who glories in being ber
&dmirer, in ftemming the torrent of barbarifm in
i abandon’d age, and doing juftice to learning
and virtue 2 Wbere is the guardian genius to merit,
itsnurfe, ils patron, it}frieud, its father 2 Hence
it is, that folly and affeiiation become univer(al ;
and elegance and knowledge are fo little regarded.
“The man, with balf a bead, appears as wife now,
as Janus of old, with two. The imaginary diffes
rence of fature, between the moderns and the an~
tedilyvians, is bardly more remarkable, than the
real diminution of the wit of this age, in compari-

Jon with the laft. We are quite degenerating to

Lilliputians 3 4 race of Dapperwits; and there
is not above a bair’s breadth difference, between
us and our leaders. If amy of my readers fbould
be vain enough to difbelieve me, I refer bimto my
‘pupils for demonfiration. In fbort, the man who
ventures barely to recommend a good tafte, i3 gaz'd
at as a monfter 5 the growth of another clime;
and without queftion we fbould be glad of a new
Don Quixote, fo defiroy bim as an enemy to our

repofe.

e e o el dke _ ___as oaddie
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REVIEW

'PubliCkBUI'LDINGs;'STATUESand
oo OrNaMENTS Of LONDON
and WESTMINSTER.

nothing . contributes more

to the grandeur and magni-

ficence of a city, than noble

o and elegant buildings, fo
nothing produces an heavier

cenfure on a nation’s tafte,

than thofe which are other-

wife : °tis for this reafon’

bighly laudable to ftir up the publick toan atten.
tion to fuch elegant and proper decorations a%
thefe, not only in regard to the fame of the peo-
ple in general, but their intereft too, . One of the
B chief
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chief reafons why ltaly is fo generally vifited by
all foreigners of genius and diftinétion, is owing
to the magnificence of their ftructures, and their
-number and variety : they area continual bait to
_ invite their neighbours to lay out their money a-
mongft them, and one may reafonably affert, that
the fums which have been expended for the bare
~fight of thofe elegant piles, have more than paid

the original charge of their building. This Lewis
XI1V. was fufficiently apprized of when he under-
took Perfailles, and the company that fingle fa-
brick only has drawn into France, has made that
crown ample amends for the expence of erecting
it ; and they have both the ufe and reputation of
it ftill into the bargain.

>Tis high time therefore for us to look about us

too, and cndcavour to vie with our neighbours in
politenefs, as well as power and.empire. To-
wards the end of King Fames I’s reign, and in the
beginning of his fon’s, tafte made a bold ftep
from Italy to England at once, and fcarce ftay’d
a moment to vifit France by the way. From the
~ moft profound ignorance in archite&ure, the moft:
- confummate mght of knowledge,  Inigo Fones
ftarted up a prodigy of art, and vied even with
his mafter Palladio himfelf. ¥romfo gloriousan
out-fet, there was not -any excellency that we
might not have hoped to obtain ; Britain had a
reafonable profpect to rival Izaly, and.foil-every
nation in Exrope befide. Butin the midft of thefe
- fangume expeltations, the fatal civil war com-
menc’d,

4
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menc’d, and all the arts and fciences were imme.
dxately laid afide, as no way concerned in the
quarrel.  What followed was a)l darknefs and
obfcurity, and ’tis even a wonder they left us 3
‘monument of the beauty, ’twas {o agreeable to.
their natures to deftroy.

- Wren was the next genius that arofe, to awake
the fpirit of fcience, and kindle in his country a
love for that fcience which had been fo long neg-
leGted: during his time a moft melancholy op-
portunity offered for art to exert jtfelf, in the moft
extraordinary manner : but the calamities of the
prefent circumftance were fo great and numerous,
that the pleas of .clegancy and beauty could not
b: heard,and neceffity and conveniency 1 took placc;
of harmeny and magmﬁccnce.

What I mean is this ; the fire of London fur-
nithed the moft perfect occafion that can everhap»
pen in any city, to rebuild it with pompand regy -
larity ¢ this #ren forefaw, and, as we are told,
offered a' fcheme for that purpofe which would
have made it the wonder of the world. He pro-
pofed to have laid out one large ftreet from 4/d-
gate to Temple-Bar, in the middle of which wag
to have been a large fquare, capable of containing
the new church of St. Payl’s, with a proper dif-
tance for the view all roynd it ; whereby thag
huge building would not have been cooped up, as
ntis at prefent, in fuch a manner, as no where tq
be feen to advantage at all ; but would have had

long and ample vifta at each end, to haverecon- -
B2 ciled

y;
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ciled it to a proper point of view, and give it one
great benefit which, in all probability, it muft.
now want for ever. He farther propofed to re-
build all the parith-churches in fuch a manner as
to be feen at the end of every vifta of houfes, and
difperfed in fuch diftances from each other, as ta
appear neither too ‘thick, nor thin in profpeét;
but give a proper heightening to the whole bulk
of the city, as it filled the landfcape. Laftly, he
propofed to build all the houfes uniform, and fup-
ported ona piazza, like that of Covens-Gardes ;
and, by the water-fide, from the Bridge to the .
Temple, he had planned a long and broad wharf;
or key, where he defigned to have rangcd all the
halls that belong to the feveral companies of the
city, with proper ware-houfes for merchants
* between,' to vary the edifices, and make it at
6nce one of the moft beautiful and moft ufeful
ranges of ftru@ture in the world——But, as [’
faid before, the hurry of rebuilding, and the difs
putes  about property prevented this glorious
fcheme from takmg place,

In our own times an opportunity offered to ar
dorn the city, in fome degree; and though the
fcarcity of ground in London will not allow as
much beauty of fituation- as one would defire, yet
if the buildings were fuited to their place, they
would make a better figure than they de at pre-
ferit, ' I have now the late new churches in my
eye ; amongft all which there are not five placed

" {0 advantage, and fcarce fo many whichare built
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in tafte, or deferve half the money which they havé
coft ; a circumftance which muft reflett on the
judgments of thofe who chofe the plans, as well
as the genius of the archite&ts themfelves..

No nation can reproach us for want of expence
in our publick buildings, butall nations may for
qur want of elegance and difcernment in the exe~
cution. In the firft place, there are very few of
our fine pieces of architeGture in fight ; they are
generally hid in holes and corners, as if they had
been built by ftealth, or the artifts were atham’d
of their works: or elfe they are but.effays, or
trials of kill, and remain unfinithed, till time
himfelf lays them in ruins. After this, “tis unne-
ceffary to mention that our ftrutures are general-
ly heavy, difproportioned, and rather incumber-
ed than adorned : beauty does not confift in ex-
pence,or decoration ; *tis poffible foraflight build-
ing to be very perfe&t, and a coftly one to be very
deformed: I could eafily name inftances of both
kinds; but,as I propofe to point out to my readers
moft of the edifices about town, that are worth
gonfideration on ejther fide, I will not anticipate
my defign, but exemplify my meaning, as I pra-
ceed, 4nd leave the publick to makeufe of itag

_ they pleafe.

To begin with the remoteft extremity of the

town : as there were no attempts, till lately, ever

made there, to erect any building which might
adorn it at all,- there was the more neceffity to be
more particularly careful that the firft defign of

B ' this
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this nature fhould not mifcarry ; and yet the four’
following churches which have been builtat Lime..
boufe, Ratchiff, Horfley-down, and Spittle-fields,
tho’ they have all the advantage of ground which
can be defired, are not to be looked at without
difpleafure. _They are mere Gothique héaps of
ftone, without form or order; and meet with’
contempt from the beft and worft taftes alike.

The laft,” ef] pecxa]ly, deferves the fevereft con-
demnation, in that *ds byilt at a monftrous ex-
pence, and yet is, beyond queftion, one of the
moft abfurd pjles in Europe. '

Asa fabrick of antiquity, *ti§ im poﬁible to paf'&‘
by the Tower without taking fome notice of it 3
partxcularly, as ’tis vifited fo much by the good
people of Englzmd as a place made venerable by
the frequent mention which has been made of it
in hiftory, and famous for havmg been the fcene
of many tracrncal adventures : ‘but I muft caution
thofe of my readers who are unfkill’d in archi-
tecture, not to believe it either a place of ftrength,
beauty, or magnificence: *tis large and old in-
deed, and has a formldablc row of cannons before
it, to firé en rejoxcmg days.

* The Cuftom-boufe is a place, which by its ufe
and fituation, can hardly fai] of being vifited by
ftrangers : 1 could have withed' thercfore, on that
aCcCOuRC, and likewife becaufe we aré more famous
for our naval affairs than any thing elfe, ‘that thig
building had been more coftly and magnificent :
jt would make a feafonable impreffion on foreign-

‘,CrS,*
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ers, even at their landmg, of the ma]eﬁy and
wealth of the Britify nation : to which lec me add
that its ficuation, by the water-fide, gives it a
ftill jufter claim to grandeur and decoration, and

’tis pity fo publick a building fhould want what

is fo remarkably mift. -,
I am of opinion, if the direCtors of the
Eaft-India company had thought in this manaer,
-they would have beftowed a greater expence on
their Houfe, than appears in it at prefent : ’tis cer-
tainly unworthy their figure in the trading world,
and would better fuit with the common life of 2
fingle director, than the pomp and ftate of the
whole body The fabrick indeed is built in tafte ;
but there is not enough of it; and, if they had
thought of adding a portico in the middle, *twould
have looked more like a finifhed building than it

does now : we might have endured it at leaft, tho’
we could not have praifed it. :
The frontof the church lately rebuilt in Bifbops-
gate-fireetis, 1 think, more in tafte than moft about
town ; the parts ’tiscompofed of are fimple, beay-
giful, and harmonious, and the whole deferves to be
admired, for pleafing fo much, at fo little ex-
Bedlam is very well fituated in point of view,and
is laid out in a very elegant tafte ; but, if I may
prefume to find fault with it,the middle isnot large,
or magpnificent enough for the whole, and, by be-
ing exactly the fame, both in fize and decoration,
with the wings, feems even lefs, and more incon-
fiderable
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fiderable than it really is. Neither do the add}-
tions make any amends for this inconvenience, or
appear of a piece with the reft: the near neigh-
bourhood of AMoorgate too is fomething of a ble-
mifh to this pile, becaufe’tis built in the fame ftile
<awith it, and yet is fo far detached in its fituation,
that it puzzles the fpeator to diftinguith them
afunder, or reconcile them to each other.----The
late removal of the wall, and entrance farther
from the building has a fine effe®, and the ftatues
‘on top can never be fufficiently admired, or praif-
ed : Iam of opinion no fabrick in Exrope can boaft
finer, either as to propriety of place, or excellen-
cy of workmanfhip. “
From hence we may pafs on to the South-Sea-
Houfe,and there we fhall have fome reafon to won-
der that, when the tafte of building is fo much
improved among us, we fee fo little fign of ichete :
at the fame expence, they might have raifed an
‘edifice, which would have charmed the moft
profound judges: beauty is as cheap as deformity,
with refpect to the pocket ; but ’tis eafier to find
‘money than genius, and that’s the reafon fo many
build, and fo few fucceed. .

"~ The tower of St. MichaePs Cornbill, tho® in
the Gothique ftile of architecture, is undoubtedly
a very magnificent pile of building, and deferves
very juftly to be efteemed the fineft thing of -that
fort in London.

The Monument is undoubtedly the nobleft mio-
‘dern column in the WOrld nay, infome refpe&s
it
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it may juftly vie with thofe celebrated ones of
antiquity, which are confecrated to the pames of
Trajan and Antonine. Nothing can be more
bold and furprizing, nothing more beautiful
and harmonious : the bas relief at the bafe, al-

* Jowing for fome few defeéts, is finely imagin’d,
and exetuted as well : and nothing material can
be cavill'd with, byt the infcriptions round a-
‘bout it. Nothing, indeed, can be more ridicu-
lous than its.fityation, unlefs the reafon which
is afligned for fo doing. I am of opinion if
it had been raifed where Cheapfide-Conduit ftood,
it.would have been as effeftual a remonftrance
of the misfortune it is defign’d to record, and
would at once have added an inexpreffible beauty
to the vifta, and received as much as it gave,

As fome people are ignorant enough to ad-
mire the Bridge merely becaufe tis incumber’d
with houfes from end to end; ‘twill not be
Amifs to obferve that nothing can be more ridi-
diculous than this invention, nothing can pof-
fibly offend the eye more, or extinguith fo many
beauties as might take place, in cafe this popu-
lar nuifance was remov’d : fuppofe the prefent
ftructure of the Bridge below was ftill to con-
tinue as it is, there would, at leaft, be room
for a magnificent breaft-work and baluftrade

+ above, and the top would afford one of the fineft

profpects in the world: on one hand a fleet of
merchant-fhips, equal in value and importance
t0 half a nation ; on the other, two of the moft’

C - copfi-
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confiderable cities of Eurape, ftretching al,onﬁ
the banks of a beautiful river, and ending wit
a diftant view of the adjacent landfcape.

The Royal-Exchange is the next ftructure of
any confequencc which .demands our attention,
‘and here, as in moft coftly fabricks, there is
formething to blame, and fomething tqadmire:
a building of that extent, grandeur, and eleva-
tion, ought, thhout queftion, to have had an
ample area before it, that we might comprchend
the whole, and every partatonce! this is a re-
quifite which ought to be allow’d to all build-
ings, but particularly all of this fort; that ista
fay, fuch as are form’d of very large parts ; for
.in fuch a cafe the eye is forc’d to travel with pain
and difficulty from one objec to another, nay
fometimes oblig’d to divide one into many parts;
whereby the judgment is confus’d, and ’tis, with
great-uncertainty, we come to any conclufion ag
all. Upon the whole, . the entrance into this
building is very grand and auguft ; the two fta-
tues whxch adorn it are, ina pamCular manner,
beautiful and admirable : but then the tower
~which arifes over itis a wexcht to the whole build- -
ing, and is, at the fame time, broken into fo
many parts, that it rather hurts, than pleafcs,
and, if reduc’d to one half of its prefent height,
would harmonize abundantly better with the
whole; The infide is light and airy, laid out
in a very good file, and finith’d with great pro-
priety of decoration: I could wifh tho’ that ei-

‘ - e
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ther the ftatues were executed in a bétter manner,
or that the city would condefcend to cxcufe the
fetting up any more : for nothing can be more
ridiculous than to hurt the eye with a fault, in
the affeGation of a beauty. _

The building, now erecting for the Bank, is
liable to the very fame objection, in point of
place, with the Exchange, and even in a greater
degree too: ’tis monftroufly crowded on the
eye, and, unlefs the oppofite houfes could be
pulled down, and a view open’d into Cornbill,
we might as well be entertain’d with a profpect
of the model, thro’ a microfcope: as to the
ftructure itfelf °tis grand and expenfive ; the ar-
chitect has a very good tafte of beauty, and on-
ly feems to be rather too fond of decoration:: this
appears pretty eminently by the weight of his
corpices, which appear, in my Qpinion, to be
rather t0o heavy for the building ; tho’, upon the
whole, both he, and his work, deferve abun-
dantly more applaufe than cenfure.

*T'is but natural, in this place, to lament that
ways and means could not be found out to erect
this building on one fide of Stocks- Market, and
 that which has been fo long talk’d of for the lord
mayor on-the other: two fuch magnificent ftruc-
tures as thefe, in conjynéion with the church on
the remaining fide, would have made this a kind
of center of beauty to the city, and each had fet
off and adorn’d theother : it muft be prefum’d,

of courfe, that the market would be remov’d,
Ca2 and
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and the whole area laid open with all the elegancy

and decen¢y which would be fuitable to fucha
defign. *Tis impoffible to quit this place with-
out taking notice of the equeftrian ftatue rais’d
here in honour of Charles I1: a thing in itfelf fo
exceedingly ridiculous and abfurd, that tis not in
one’s power to look upon it without refleting on
the taftes of thofe who fet it up: but, when we
enquire into the hiftory of it, the farce im-
proves upon our hands, and, what was before
contemptible grows entettaihing.  This ftatue
was originally made for Fobn Sobiefki, king of
Poland, but, by fome accident, was left upon
the workman’s hands : about the fame time, the
city was loyal enough to pay their devoirs to
king Charles, immediately upon his reftoration 3
and, finding this ftatue ready made to their
hands, refolv’d to do it the cheapeft way, and
convert the Polander into a Briton, and the Turk,
underneath his horfe, into Oliver Cromwell, to-
make their compliment compleat. In this very
manner it appears at prefent, and the turbant
ypon the laft mention’d figure is yet an undeni-
able proof of the truth of the ftory.

- The church in Walbrook, fo little known among
us, isfamous all over Europe, and isjuftly reput-
ed the mafter-piece of the celebratedSir Chriffopber
Wren. Perhaps Italy itfelf can produce no mo-
dern building that can vie with this in tafte
or proportion : there is not a beauty which the
plan would admit of, that is not to be found

here
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here in its greateft perfection; and foreigners
very juftly call our judgmentin queftion for un-
derftanding its graces no better, and allowmc it
no higher adcgrcc of fame.

The fteeple of Bow church is another mafter-
picce in a peculiar kind of building, which has
~ no fix’d rules to dire& it, nor is it to be reduc’d
to any fettled laws of beauty: without doubt
if we confider it only as a part of fome other
building, it can be efteem’d no other thana
delightful abfurdity: but if either confider’d
in itfelf, or as a decoration of a whole city in
profpect, not only to be juttified.but admir’d.
That which we have now mention’d is beyond
queftion as perfect as human 1magmatxon can
contrive or execute, and till we fee it outdone,
we fhall hardly think it to be equall’d.

In a place like London” where fo many de-
corations are wanted, fo few are to be found,
and even fo little room to encreafe their num-
ber, one is forc’d to regret any opportunity
which is neglected, or any fpace which is nat
improv’d as it- ought. *Tis certain that no fpot
is better fituated for a ftatue, than that where
Cheapfide Conduit lately ftood, and as no king
ever deferv’d that honour more from his peo-
ple than the immortal #illiam 1IL 1 think all
party-difputes ought to have been dropt, and
the whole city agreed to pay a compliment
to themfelves in doing that juftice to him.

\ ' ’ We
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 We ate now ¢ome as far as where the Con-
duit formerly ftood in Cbeapfide, and before I
leave this place T think it proper to recom-
mend the fteeple of Foﬁer -lane to the attention
of the paflenger ; ‘tis not a glaring pile that
ftrikes the eye at the firft view with an idea of
grandeur and magmﬁcence 3 but then the beau-
tiful pyramid it forms, and the juft and well-
proportlon’d fimplicity of all its parts, fatisfy
the mind fo effectually, that nothing feems to

be wanting, and nothing can be {pared.
' x{lder[gate is a building fo heavy and Gothique,
that it hardly deferves notice, unlefs for the
“fake of ‘a bas relief of king Fames I. which
tho’ in an awkard and inelegant tafte, is a
very tolerable piece of workmanfhip, and may
challenge fome applaufe.

 Farther down this ftreet is on the right hand
a moft delightful fine edifice, that declares the
mafterly hand of Inigo Fones, and was formerly
the refidence of the earls of Shafybury. An
edifice that deferves a much better fituation,
and greater care to preferve it from the injuries
of time: but the politenefs of the town is for
far remov’d from hence,. that *tis hardly pofii-
ble this fabrick fhou’d be admir’d:as it ought,
or be kept in fuitable repair. Already it has
been converted into a tavern, and made:to ferve
other mechanick ufes, infomuch that the judi-
cious fpectator at once wonders how it came
to be erected there, and laments its prefent de-
cay. . ‘The
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The new church in Old-firest is fa flight and
rrifling a building that it is not worth the trou-
ble of a wifit ;. for which reafon we fhall chufe
rather to crofs over to sz;bﬁeld, neglecting the
Charireux at the fame time, hecaufe the build-
ing is fo entirely rude and irregylar, that it
admits of nothing like criticifm : its fituation
indeed in the midft of a garden is fine, and the
fquare in the front of it is at leaft kept in better
order than moft in town.

In Smitbfield we fhall fee a vaft area, that is
capable of great beauty, but is at prefent defti-
tute of all; a fcene of filth-and naftinefs, one
of the moft naufeous places in the whole town :
'tis true, the ufe which is made of it as a mar-
ket is fomcthing of an excufe for it, and in
fome degree attones for the want of that de-
cency, which'would improve it fo much : yet
ftill *tis my opinion that ways and means might
be found ro make it tolerable at leaft, and an
obelifk, pyramid, or ftatue, in the centre, de-
fended with handfome and fubftantial rails, would
g0 a great way in {o defirable a projea.

On one fide of this irregular place is the en-
trance, not the front, of a magnificent hofpital ;
jn a tafte not altogether amifs, but fo erroneous
in point of proportion, that it rather offends
than entertains: but what is ftill more provok-
ing, the building itfelf is intirely. detachd from
the entrance, amd tho® fo near a large and noble
Qpemng, is in a manner ftifled with the cxrcum-‘

: jacent
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jacent houfes: ’tis indeed a building in a box or
cafe ; and tho’ beautiful in itfelf and erefted at
prodigious expence, is fo far from giving plea-
fure to a judge, that he would rather regret
its being built at all. *Tis .certain that where
the ground will admit of it,. "publick buildings
can hardly be too grand and magnificent; but
where they can’t be feen when finifh’d, ufe and
convenience only thould be confulted, and a
pile of rough ftones from the quarry, would
anfwer the end, as well as the marble of Egyps
with the decorations of Greece or Rome.

- Newgate, confider’d as a prifon, is a ftruure
of more coft and beauty than was neceffary,
becaufe the fumptuoufnefs of the out-fide but

aggravates the mifery of the wretches within;
but as a gate to fuch a city as London, it
might have received confiderable additions both
of defign and execution, and abundantly an-
fwer’d the coft in the reputation of building:
The gate of a city which is erected rather for
" ornament than ufe, ought to be in the ftile of
the antient mumphal arches, and it muft be al-
low’d that hardly any kind_of bulldmc allow’d
of more beauty or perfe&xon.

The Phyficians College, a foructure littlé known
and feldom talk’d of, is a building of wonderful
delicacy, and eminently deferves to be confider’d
among the nobleft ornaments of this city ; and -
yet fo unlucky is its fituation, that it ¢an ne-
yer be feen to advantage, nay feldom feen at all,

and
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and what ought to be confpicuous to every bo-
dy, is known only to a few, and thofe too
people of curiofity, who fearch out their own
entertainments, and don’t want for the impref-
fions of wulgar reports or common fame, to
excite their attention or influence their judg-
ments, i '

The hall of juftice at the O/d Bailey, and in-
deed all the courts I have ever yet feen in Eng-
land are juftly to be excepted to, as wanting
that grandeur, that auguftnefs, that decency,
and folemnity which ought to be infeparable
from them, in order to give men in general a
fuitable awe for the I;Iace, and ftrike offenders
with a terror, even more forcible than the fen-
tence they were to undergo. ‘The form of a
theatre agrees beft with a place of this nature ¢
that part of the building which is the ftage,
would anfwer exaltly for the bench, the pit
for the council, prifoners, £Fc. and the circle
round it, for the fpetators: but the prefent
form of thefe affemblies is utterly oppofite to
this regularity, and inftead of reprefenting the
whole in one grand and comprehenfive view, di-
vides it into meannefs and confufion.

The grand cathedral of St. Paxl’s is undoubt-
edly one of the moft magnificent modern build-
ings in Europe; all the parts of which ’tis com-
pos’d are fuperlatively beautiful and noble ; the
north and fouth fronts in particular are very .
perfe¢t pieces of architeCture, neither ought

. D the
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the eaft to go without due applaufe. The two
{pires at the weft end are in a finifhd tafte,
and the portico with the afcent, and the dome
that rifes in the centre of the whole, afford a
very auguft and furprizing profpect; but fill,
with all thefe beauties; it has certainly yet more
defects ; and the pleafure we receive from the
firft is fo much qualified and tam’d by the laft,
that we rather wonder how we can be pleafed
fo much, thah why we are difpleafed at all.
But ‘not to condemn in the grofs, I'll take the
liberty to touch upon a few particulars, and
lay myfelf juftly open to cenfure, in cafe I mif-
take, or blame in the wrong place.

In the firft place therefore, there is a moft
notorious deficience in point of view; fuch a
huge fabrick as St. Paul’s ought at leaft to be
furvey’d at the diftance of Temple-Bar, and
the vifta ought to be confiderably wider than
the front of the building. But this is fo far
" from the cafe here, that we can’t fee it till we
are upon it, and this defe& is ftill made worfe
by turning the edifice from the eye even where
it can be view’d, for the fake of that ridiculous
fuperftition of erecting it due eaft and weft. ‘In
the next place, the dividing the portico, and in-
deed the whole ftructure into two ftories on the
outfide, certainly indicates a likedivifion within :
a circumftance abounding with abfurdities, and
defeating even the very end of erecting it at all.

If mdeed the archxte& had been embarrafs’d to
: recon-
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reconcile the diftance and height of his columns,
I am humbly of opinion that a light and proper
Attick ftory had anfwer’d all ends both of ufe
and beauty, and left him room to have enlarg-
ed his imagination, and have given an air of
majeflty to the whole: let me add that I appre-
hend the portico fhould have been farther pro-
je@ted on the eye, inftead of retreating from it,
in order to have given a grand contrafte to the
whole front, and aided the perfpective within.

I thall fay no more on the outfide than this,
that according to my beft notions of regularity
and order, the dome fhould have been raifed ex-
altly in the centre of the whole, and that there -
fhould have been two correfponding fteeples at
the eaft as well as the weft end, with all other
fuitable decorations: if a view of the whole
length of the building too could have been o-
pened to the water-fide, it would have added
greatly to its grandeur and magnificence, and
have afforded a meft noble profpect from off
the river into the bargain. However odd or
new the firft of thefe propofitions may feem,
let any body take a view of St. Paul’s from any
of the neighbouring hills, and they will inftant-
ly difcern that the building is defective, and
that the form of a crofs is more favourable to
fuperftition than beauty : ina word, they will
eafily fee at leaft, that the dome, in its prefent
circumftance, is abundantly too big for theref
of the pile, and that the weft end has no rati.

D2 qnal
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onal pretence to finer and more fplendid deco-
rations than the eaft. '

Before we begin our examen of the infide of
St. Paul’s, it will not be amifs to caft an eye
on the ftatue in the area before it, ere@ed in
honour of the late queen. It ftands exactly in
the front of the building, tho® it feems by the
odd fituation of Ludgaté-fircet, to be on one
fide, and is upon the whole modell’d in a tolera-
ble tafte, and executed as well: the principal
figure indeed, the queen herfelf, is an exception
to this chara&er; fuch a. formal Gothique
habit, and ftiff, affe@ed attitude, are neither ta
be endur’d or pardon’d ; and there is not one
of thofe round the bafe that does not juftly de-
ferve the preference.’

Whoever underftands the nature of publick
ornamental buildings critically, always lays it
down for a rule, that they cannot be too expen-
five or magpnificent ; for which reafon St. Paul’s
is fo far from being admir’d for being fo grand
and auguft asic is, that nothing is more com-
mon than to hear it cenfur’d for nat being more
fo. Every body knows that the fund which
raifed it from its ruins to its prefent glory, was
equal to any defign of beauty or majefty ; and
as thofe who had it in truft went fo far towards
this neceffary end, *tis a thoufand pities they did
not carry it on much farther, and make this pile
not only the ornament of Britain, but the ad-
miration and envy of all Europe. St. Peter’s

at
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at Rome was already built; a model which the
- moft finifh’d architeét'need not have been atham..
ed to imitate, and as all its particular beauties
have been long publickly known and admir’d, I
think it was incumbent on us to have equall’d
it at leaft; and if we had excell’d it too, it
would have been no more than might have been
reafonably cxpeé‘ted from fuch a nation as ours,
and fuch a genius as #ren.

On thefe principles it is that men of ta{’ce and
underftanding are furpriz’d at entring this
church, to fec fo many faults, and mifs fo ma-
ny beauties: they difcover at once that it wants
elevation to give it a proportionable grandeur,
and length to affift the perfpective: that the co-
lumns are heavy and clumfy to a prodigious de-
gree, and rather incumber the profpe&, than
enrich it with fymmetry and beauty: half the
neceﬁ'ary breaks of light and thadow are hereby
wanting, and half the perfpetive in general cut .
off: at the fame time I don’t deny but many
parts of the decoration are exceedingly grand
and noble, and demand very “juftly a fincere ap-
plaufe. The dome is without ‘queftion a very
ftupendous fabrick, and ftrikes the eye with
an aftonithing pleafure: ’tis indeed one of thofe
happy kinds of building that pleafe all kinds
of people alike, from the moft ignorant clown
up to the moft accomplith’d gentleman: but
yet even here the judge cannot help taking no-
tice that it bears no proportion to the reft of the

building,
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building, and that after you have feen this, you
can look at no other partof it; whereasa judi-
cious builder would hufband his imagination,
and ftill have fomething in referve to delight
the mind, tho’ nothing perhaps could be con-
triv'd to furprize after it.

For example, the very nature of a choir
would not admit of any thing fo marvellous as
the dome, yet it might have relieved the eye with
fomething equivalently beautiful ; the entrance
in front might have been more neble and uni-
form ; either compos’d of wood entirely, or
marble; for the prefent mixture of both makes
a difagreeable piece of patch-work, that rather
difgufts than entertains: the opening on the in-
fide thro’ the prefent beautiful range of ftalls,
might have terminated in 2 much more magnifi-
cent alcove than we fee there at prefent, adornid
with all the elegance and profufion of decora-
tion: the altar fhould have been rais’d of the
richeft marble in the moft expenﬁve fafte ; that
it might have been of a piece with the reft of
the church, and terminated the view of the
whole, with all the graces of the moft luxuriant
imagination.  All the intermediate {paces thould
+have been fillI’d up with the nobleft hiftorical .
paintings ; all the majefty of frize-work, cor-
nices, and carving, heighten’d with the moft
coftly gildings, fhould have been lavifh’d to
adorp it; and one grand flow of magnificent
curtain depended from the windows, to finith
and adorn the fame; ‘ Thus
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Thus have I been free enough to give my im-
partial opinion of St. Paul’s; 1 hope not too
prefumptuoufly, and if ignorantly, let every
reader’s private judgment fet me right.

Fond as 1 am of gates, and indeed all forts
of buildings that may be made publick orna-
ments, I can’t help withing that Ludgate was
intirely demolifh’d ; for at prefent it only ferves
to hide St. Paul’s, which would be a far nobler
termination of the ftreet, and aGually wants a
‘proper point of view to furvey it to advantage.

I own myfelf much pleafed with the defign
of filling up Fleet-Ditch; ’twill -be turning a
nuifance into an ornament ; no place about Loxn-
don may be made a finer ftreet, or is better fitu-
ated for publick regards.

The fteeple of St. Bride’s, at firft fight, ap-
pears to a good deal of advantage ; but on ever
fo ﬂight an examination, we conclude it wants
vagiety, and the firft and laft order are almoft
the fame.

St. Andrew’s, Holborn, has the advantage of
a very good fituation, but then it deferves it
as little as any modern church in the whole
city. The tower is even below criticifim, -but
the infide of the building makes amends for the
awkwardnefs of the out; and is really as neat,
and well-finith’d, as the manner and tafte it ig
form’d in will allow. _

- St. Dunflan’s in Fleet-fireet is but an incum-
brance to the way ; without having any thing
but
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but deformity itfelf, it fpoils the beauty of the
whole ftreet, and hides the profpet of Temple-
Bar, which would terminate the view very advan-
tagequﬂy,_ and be feen almoft as far again as it
is at prefent. Temple-Bar is indeed the hand-
fomeft gate about town, and deferves fome de=
gree of applaufe : if it hasany fault, *tis this, that
the top being round as well as the arch under-
neath, the whole wants that contrafte of fi-
‘gure which is fo effential to beauty and tafte..
The ftatues on the out-fide are good, their only
difadvantage is the hurry of the place where they
_are to be view’d, which makes it dangerous to
be curious, and prevents the attention to them
which they would otherwife command.

The ftruture of the Temple-Gate is in the
ftile of Inigo Fones, and very far from inelegant 3
I wifh I could fay the fame of the different de-
tachments of building which belong to it; but
that is far from being in mypower, nor ever
can or will: the property is fo divided and fub-
divided, that ’tis next to impoffible that any
agreement fhould ever be made in favour of
harmony and decoration. ’Tis certain that no-
thing can be finer fituated than the Temple, a-
long the fide of the river, and if we confider
the elevation of the ground, and how far it ex-
tends, the moft barren invention can’t fail of
conceiving the ufes it might be put to, and the
beauties it would admit of. At prefent there
is but one thing which is worth obferving in

the
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the Temple, and that isthe'old church which be- .
long’d to the Kuights Templars of Ferujalem
and the out-fide even of this is covered from
the view, that the whole might be of a piece.
The infide indeed is yet. vxﬁblc,‘ and may juftly
be efteemed one of the beft remains of Gothique
architecture in this city. The form of it isvery
fingular; you enter firft into a large circular
tower, which a-top terminates in fomething like
2 dome, and has a very good effet on the eye
beyond, oppofite to the entrance, the church
extends itfelf in three ifles, and is built and
finifh’d with as much elegancy and proportion
as the tafte of thofe days would allow.

From the Temple °tis but a natural ftep to
Lincoln’s-Inn : but, by the way, ’tis worth a
ftranger’s curiofity to vifit the habitation of the
Mafer of the Rolls; which is certainly built
with elegancy and convenience, and can be
blam’d in nothing but its fituation ; which is
undoubtedly as bad as the building itfelf is
good. . v
Lincolw’s-Inn may reafonably boaft of one of
the neateft fquares in town ; and tho’ it'is imper~
fe&t on one fide, yet that very defect produces
a beauty, by giving a profpect to the gardens,
which fill the fpace to abundantly more advan-
tage. I may fafely add, that no area any where
is kept in better order, either for cleanlinefs and
beauty by day, or illuminations and decorum
by night; the fountam in the middle is a very
E pretty

/
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pretty decoration, and if it was ftill kept play-
ing, as it was fome years ago, ’twould pre-
ferve its name with more propriety, and give
greater pleafure into the bargain.

The out-fide qf the chapcl belonging to thls
fociety, is a very good piece of Gothique ar-
chiteéture, and the painting on the windows has
a great many. admirers within: in my opinion,
indeed, it does not deferve quité fo much ap-
plaufe as it has receiv’d ; becaufe the defigns arg
poor, the faces have little expreffion, and there
is little reafon, befide a blind regard to antiqui-
ty, to extol themat all. The raifing this chapel
on pillars, affords a pleafing, melancholy walk
underneath, and by night, particular]y, when,
illuminated by the lamps, it has an effect that
may be felt, but not defcrib’d. ) '
" The gardens are far from being admirable, .
but then they are convenient; and confidering
their fituation, cannot be efteem’d téo much.,
There is fomething hofpitable too, in laying
them open to publick ufe; and while we fhare
in their pleafures, we have no title to arralgn
their tafte.

As I find my bufinefs increafe upon my
hands, as I come nearer the polite end of the
town, I fhall be oblig’d to divide it into three
diftiné walks, that it may appear in fomething
like method, and be a better guide to the ftran-
ger, or man of rafte and curiofity : in the firft
I propofe to go from Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields to the

end
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end of Piccadilly’; in the fecond from Temple-Bar
to Wefiminfier ; and in the laft from Gray’s-Inn
to Grofvenor-fquare.

From the terrafs of Lincoln’s-Inn Gardens, we
have ‘a profpect of one of the largeft fquares in
Europe: it was originally laid out by the maf-
" terly hand of Inigo Yones, and intended to have
been built all in the fame ftile and tafte: but
by the mifcarriage of this, and many other
fuch noble defigns, there is too much reafon to
believe that England will never be able to pro-
duce people of tafte enough to be of the fame
mind, or unite their fentiments for the publick
ornament and reputation. Several of the origi-
nal houfes ftill remgin to be a reproach to the
reft 5 and I with the difadvantageous comparifon
had been a warning to others to have avoided
the like miftake.

The Duke of Ancafter’s houfe is bullt on the
abovementioned model of Inigo Fones, but fo
elevated, and improv’d, as to make it more fuit-
able to the quality of the owner: there is great
fimplicity and beauty in the plan itfelf 5 as much
harmony and proportion in the parts 'tis com-
- pos’d of, and the decorations are well fancied,
and as well difpofed. The architecture, whlch
forms the entrance into the court-yard, is grand
and noble; and as ﬁngular in its tafte as happy
in its effect. | :

Sorry I am that the houfe adjoinimg to. this,

fo lately rebuilt on the fame defign, is not like

E:2 it
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it in all particulars: the alterations which have
been made in it are very far from improving it;
and what it has gain’d in height, it has loft in
proportion, and what is added*of decoration,
is deviating from fimplicity and beauty : the
height of the roof is a blemifh that the lownefs
of the wall and portal will hardly attone for.
But, that the houfe fuffers in itfelf, by thefe ill-
Judg’d refinements, is not all ; it hurts the whale
fide of the fquare, which thefe two houfes are
properly the centre of, and, if they had been
uniform and regular, would have juftly appear’d
an ornament to the whole ; for ’tis my opinion -
that, in all fquares, there fhould be a capital
building, in the middle qf each fide, which
thould ferve to fix the eye, and give the better
air of magnificence to the profpect.

But this is not the only quarrel I have to
Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields 3 the area is capable of the
higheft improvement, might be made a credig
to the whole city, and do honour to thofe who
live round it: whereas at prefent, no place can
be more contemptible or forbidding ; in fhort,
it ferves only as a nurfery of beggars and thieves,
and is a daily reflection on thofe wha fuffcr it ta
lie in its abandon’d condition.

Great Queen-fireet is another inftance of our
pational want of tafte ; on one fide is 2 row of
houfes that Jaly itfelf would not be atham’d of;
gn the other, all the variety of deformations

that



Puyblick Buildings, &c. 29

that could be contriv’d as a foil to beauty,
and the oppofite of tafte.

Covent-Garden would have been, beyond dif-
pute, one of the fineft fquaresin the univerfe,
if finifh’d on the plan that Inigo Fones firft de-
fign’d for it ; but even this was neglected too,
and if he deferves the praife of the defign, we
very juftly incur the cenfure for wanting fpiric
to put it in execution. - The piazza is grand and
noble, and the fuper-ftructure it fupports, light
and elegant: the market in the middle may be
a matter of much profit to the ground-landlord,
for what I can tell; but I'am fure ’tis a great
nuifance with refpect to the beauty and regula-
rity of the fquare, and, in a great meafure, de-
feats the wvery intent it was firft calculated to
ferve.

The church here is, without a rival, one of
the moft perfe& pieces of architeture that the
art of man can produce: nothing can poffibly
be imagin’d more fimple, and yet magnificence
itfelf can hardly give greater pleafure: thisisa
ftrong proof of the ‘force of harmony and pro-
portion ; and at the fame time a_demonttration
that ’tis tafte and not expence which is the pa-
rent of beauty: if this building can be faid to
have any defe&, ’tis in the form and manner of
the windows, which are not only ina bad gutto,
but out of proportion too.

As to the theatres, there is not room to fay
much of either; they have no fronts to the

ftreet
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fireet to require grandeur or magnificence; and
‘with regard to their infides, the old one appears
to be beft calculated for the convenience of
fpeaker and hearer, and the new for fplendour
and admiration: the extravagant largenefs of
the firft gallery in one, is as great an abfurdity
as’ the divifion in the middle of the other: the
decorations oh the ftage on both, Iam of opi-
nion, might be much improv’d, and great care
fhould be always taken not to decorate that fide
of the houle next the audience fo extravagantly,
as to eclipfe the other: Keeping is neceflary in all
things, and the firft exhibition of beauty thould be
in fo moderate a degree, as to leave continual room
for additions, till the eye is entirely fatisfied,

and reafon bids you clofe the entertainment.

The figure of a fatire over the pit, in the houfe
at Covent-Garden, has an admirable propriety
in it, and deferves more praife than all the
painting befide,

Leicefter-Square has nothmcr remarkable in
it, but the inclofure in the mlddle which “alone
affords the inhabitants round about it, fomething
like the profpect of a garden, and prefervcs it
from the rudenefs of the populace too.

The ftables in the Meufz are certainly a very.
grand and noble building, but then they are in
a very fingulartafte; a mixture of the Ruftick
and the Gothique together ; the middle gate is
built aftet the firft, and the towers over the twa
others, in the laft., I will not take upon me

ta-
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to determine whether this is a fault or no, or whe-
- ther any other kind of building *would have
fuited the purpofe as well: but this I am fure
of, that unlefs the other wretched buildings are
pull'd down, and the correfponding wings are
made to anfwer the bulk already rais’d; unlefs
the area is laid out in the moft juft and elegant
manner, and the whole laid open to the ftreet,
it will add a new refle€tion on our tafte, for be-
ginning fo many expenfive undertakings, with-
out finithing one.

I could with too that a view was open’d from
hence to St. Martin's Church; 1 don’t know
any one of the modern buildings about town
which better deferves fuch an advantage: the
portico is at once elegant and auguft, and the
fteeple abave it ought to be confidei’d as one
of the moft tolerable in town: if the fteps arif-
ing from the ftreet to the front, could have
been made regular, and on a line from end to-
end, it could have given it'a very confiderable
grace : but as the fituation of the ground would
not allow it, this is to be efteerned rather a mif-
fortune than a faulte. The round columns, at
~ eachangle of the church, are very well conceiv’d,.
and have a very fine effet in the profile of the
building: the eaft 'end is remarkably elegant,
and very juftly challenges a particular applaufe.
In fhort, if there is.any thing wanting in this
fabrick, ’tis a lictle more elevation, which I
prcfume is apparently wanted within, and would

create
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create an additional beauty without. I can’t
help thinking too that, in complaifance to the -
galleries, the architeét has revers’d the order of
the windows, it being always ufual to have the
large ones neareft the eye, and the fmall by
way of Attick Story on the top.
- St. Fames’s-Square has an appearance of gran-
deur fuperior to any other plan in town, and
yet there is not any one elegant houfe in‘it; and,
the fide next Pall-Mall is {candaloufly rude and
irregular : ’tis from the regularity of the
buildings only, the neatnefs of the pavement,
and the beauty of the bafon in the middle, that
this beauty refults : if the houfes were built more
in tafte, and the four fides exactly correfpond-
ent to each other, the effe¢t would be much
more furprizing, and the pleafure arifing from
it more juft.  Befide, I can never thoroughly ap-
plaud the bafon itfelf, till ’tis finith’d as it ought,
with a ftatue or obelifk in the middle, worthy
of the place it was to appear in, and the neigh-
bourhood it was to adorn. ,
St. Fames’s - Chburch is finely fituated, with
regard to the profpe@, on the north fide of the
fquare ; andif it had been built in fuitable tafte,
would have appeared moft nobly to fill the
vifta, and add a pomp to the whole view: but
the builders of that pile did not trouble them-
felves much about beauty, and I believe ’tis
mere accident that even the fituation itfelf is fo

favourable.
We.
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- We muft now pafs into Piccadilly, where we
fhall be entertain’d with a fight of the moft
expenfive wall in England 3 T mean that beforé
Burlingtan-Houfe. Nothing material can be ob-
jected to it, and much may be faid in its praife:
*Tis certain the height is wonderfully well pro-
portion’d to the length, and the decorations are
both fimple and magnificent: the grand en-
trance is auguft and beautiful; and by covering
the houfe entirely from the eye, gives pleafure
and furprize, at the opening of the whole front
with the area before it, atonce. If any thing
.can be found fault with in this ftrutture, ’tis this 3
that the wall itfelf is notexatly on alines that
the columns of the gate are merely ornamental,
and fupport nothing ‘at all ; that the ru/fick
has not all the. propriety in the world for a
palace; and that the rhain body of the pile
is hardly equal to the out-fide. But thefe
may be rather imaginations of mine, than real
imperfections ; for which reafon I fubmit them
to the confideration of wifer heads.

That fide of Arlington-firéei next the Green
Park, is one of the moft beautiful fituations in
Europe, for health, convenience, and beauty :
the front of the ftreet is in the midft of the
hurry and fplendour of the town, and the back
in the quiet and fimplicity of the country. *Tis
fiot long fince too, that the whole row was
harmonious and uniform, tho’ not exaétly in
tafte ; butnow, under the notion of improve-

F ment,
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ment, is utterly {poilt and ruin’d, and for th,e
fake of the profpect behind, thé view before is
disjointed and broke to pieces.

*Tis impoffible to furvey the ruins of Devor-
ire-Houfe, without fympathizing with the no-
“ble owner, in deploring its deftruction. Had

his Grace’s fervants recolle@ted the mafter’s mot-
to, Cavendo tutus, it had fill retain’d its antient
fplendour; but as they did not underftand the
beauties of Inigo Fones’s architeCture, fo they
were not concern’d for its prefervation. "Tis our
happinefs to have remember’d it as it formerly
ftood, great in fimplicity, and elegant in plain-
nefs; and, as nothing could have been added to
improve it, nothing could be fpar’d ; except the
prodigious number of chimnies on top, which
were, indeed, a heavy, Gothique incumbrance to
the whole. *Tis furprizing, indeed, after this
fatal misfortune was over, and the ftatue of Bri- -
tannia, in the pediment, had efcap’d the confla-
gration, that no one had the precaution to fecure
it from farther danger : ’twas the only aggrava-
tion that could take place after fo fevere a cala-
mity, that this beautiful piece was fuffer’d to be
deftroy’d, for want of due care to preferve it-

Betweengthis and Hyde- Park-Corner, there is
nothing more remarkable, except the thops and
yards of the Statuaries ; and forry T am that they.
afford a judicious foreigner fuch flagrant oppor-
tunities to arraign and condemn our tafte, Among
a hundred ftatues, you fhall not fee one even to-

lerable,
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lerable, either in defign or execution ; nay, even
the copies of the antique are fo monftroufly
wretched, that one can hardly guefs at their
originals.

I will not lay the blame of this pro{’cu:utxon of
fo fine an art intirely on its profeffors 5 no, I ra- -
ther attribute it to the ignorance and folly of the
buyers, who, being refolv’d to have ftatues in
their gardens at all’ events, firft make a wrong
choice, and then refolve to purchafe their follies
as cheap as poffible: this puts the workmen in 2
wrong tafte of defigning, and hafty, and rude
in finithing: hence excellency is never thought
of, and the mafter, like the Highwayman in the
Beggar’s Opera, is happy when he has turn’d his
lead into gold.

I muft confefs, nothing is more amazing to

me, than the ignorance of moft of our gentry in
the polite arts, and in ftatuary particularly ;
which is fo flagrant, that, among the vaft num-
ber of ftatues, which are to be feen in the gar-
dens of this nation, ’tis almaft a miracle if you
find one good one. Neither are we alone igno-
‘rant of the art itfelf, but even of the ufe of it
too 3 for there are as few ftatues well fituated as
chofen ; and too many have reafon to’ blufh both
for the figure itfelf, and the end jt was defign’d
to anfwer.

Nothing can be more ‘plain, than what js
meant for decoration thould be beautiful in it-
fc‘lf and plac’d with propriety too. What ex-

F2 cufe
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cufe then can be made for the wretched things
which we fee crowded on the eye, that fhock, in-
ftead of affording enter tainment ?

In the firft place, therefore, a ftatue Yhould
be good in itfelf ; in the next, it thould be ere@- ,
ed to advantage ; and, laftly, it fhould, inits
own nature, be fuited to the place. To compleat
an area, end a vefta, adorn afountain, or deco-
rate a banquetting-houfe or alcove, is the juft
and natural yfe of ftatues: not to people a gar-
den, and make a nuifance of what ought to be
a beauty. _ .

Neither is every good ftatue adapted to every
. Place: the equeftrian ftatue of a hero would fuig
but ill with foothing falls of water, and all the
foftnefs of Italian luxury ; neither would the
river-gods become the hurry and pomp of a
nobleman’s court-yard. Common fenfe, one
would imagine, would preferve us fram abfur-
dities, like thefe ; and yet there are fo many
proofs to the contrary, that we cannot be too fe-
vere in our cenfure, or take toq much pains ta
bring about a reformation.

To return to our fubject; I have now finith'd
one of my walks from Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields to
Hyde-Park-Corner, and, according to promife,
am now to go back to Temple—Bar, in order to
comment on the moft remarkable things in my
way to Weftminfier. o

The firft thing I have to obje& to in the Strand,
is the whole body of building that extends from

- | the
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. thé Butcher-Row to the New Church: fucha
ftreet as the Strand, which is the grand channel of
communication between two fuch cities as London
and Wefiminfter, could not be too large and fpa-
cious ; and without this incumbrance, and that
of Exeter->Change, this ftreet would have pof-
. fefs’d that advantage, in a very erninent degree
at leaft from the Bar to York-Bujldings 3 and if it
had nqt been adorn’d with noble and majeftick
ftructures, it would however have been confi-
derable for its length, and capacity of being im-
prov’d : whereas now it is incumber’d, at its ve-
ry entrance, in a mioft fcandalous degree, and,
to mend the matter, too, in complaifance to.the
fuperftitious cuftom of a due eaft and weft fitua-
tion, they have crowded the backfide of the
church of St. Clement's into the face of the peo-
ple, if I may be allow’d the expreffion ; even
tho’ they had room enough to build it other-
wife, and prevent fo capital a nuifance. Nei-
ther does the fabrick itfelf make any amends for
this inconvenience; by its beauty and magpnifi-
cence: there appears, to me, fomething very
fantaftick in the fteeple, fomething clumfy and
too heavy in the portico, and fomething poor
and unmeaning in the whole frame.
~ The New Cburch in the Strand is one of the
ftrongeft inftances in the world, that tis not ex-
pence and decoration that are alone productive
of harmony and tafte: the Architet of this pile
appears to have fet down with a xfefc?lution of
making
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making it as fine as poffible, and, with this
view, has crowded every inch of fpace about it
with ornament : nay, he has even carried this
humour fo far, that it appears nothing buta
clufter of ornaments, without the proper vacui-
ties, to relieve the eye, and give a neceffary con~
trafte to the whole : he ought to have remem- .
bred that fomething fhould firft appear asa plan
or model to be adorn’d, and the decorations
fhould be only fubordinate to that defign ; the
embellifhments ought never to eclipfe the out-
line, but heighten and improve it. To this we
may fafely add, that the dividing fo fmall a fa-
brick into two lines or ftories, utterly ruin’d its’
fimplicity, and broke the whole into too many
parts. The fteeple is liable to as many objecti-
ons as the church, ’tis abundantly too high, and,
in the profile, lofes all kind. of proportion, both
with regard to itfelf, and the ftruGture it be-
Jongs to. In fhort, this church will always

~ pleafe the ignorant, for the very fame reafons
that it is fure to difpleafe the judge.

T am exceedingly pleas’d with the front of the
firft court of Somer/fet-Houfe next the Strand, as
it affords usa view of the firft dawning of tafte
in England : this being the only fabrick, thatl
know of, which deviates ever fo little from the
Gothique, or imitates ever fo remotely the man-
ner of the antients : here are columns, -arches,
and cornice that appear to have fome meaning,
and if proportions are neglected, if beauty is

not
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tiot perfe&tly underftood, if there is a ftrange
mixture of barbarifm and fplendour in it, the
miftakes admit of great alleviations : in all pro-
bability the archite¢t was an Englifhman, and this
his firft attempt to refine on his predeceffors:
perhaps he had not opportunity to review the
Italian models, or form his judgment on the
plans of the antients : at all events the Duyte,
who was at the expence of this coftly under-
taking, is to be applauded for fetting this glori-
ous example of a tafte, till then unknown in the
kingdom ; for chufing fo charming a fituation,
juft in the middle of the bow, which the riven
forms between the Bridge and Weftminfter, com-
manding the profpe¢t both ways, and looking
direct on the fine hills of Surrey: ’tis not to be
doubted but the new front next the gardens has
greatly the advantage of the old; nothing can
‘be conceiv’d more in tafte, or better calculated
to anfwer the view from the water, and yet even
here we have the mortification to fee it left un-
finifh’d 5 "tho’ a trifle more of charge would
make it perfect ; I méan according to the plan,
on which ’twas originally defign’d : for, if the
moft was to be made of the ficuation, ’tis capa-
ble of beauties, which very few others could al-
low. The inequality of ground, for example,
leaving room to thew the upper ftory of the court
next the Strand, over the top of that belonging
to the gardens; and what beautiful ufe might be
made of fuch an advantage, I leave to the under-
ftanding architet to imagine. To
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To be fure, ’tis very far from being an ili
compliment to "the nobility of thofe times, that
fo many of them had their houfes by the Thames-
Side, from the Temple to. Whiteball s and, I muft
confefs; it gives me a little pain, that their fuc<
ceflors did not think it proper, to continue theif
refidence on the fame fpot¢ nothing could have
been a nobler decoration to the profpect than 4
range of magpnificent palaces, which, by this
time, one might have reafonably expeéted would
have been improv’d into tafte, and magpificence.

York-Stairs is unqueftionably the moft perfec
piece of building, that does honour to the name
of ITnigo Fones : *tis plann’d in fo exquifite a tafte,
form’d of fuch equal and harmonious parts, and
adorn’d with fuch proper and elegant decorations, -
that nothing can be cenfurd, or added. *Tis,>
atonce, happy in its fituation, beyond compa-
rifon, and fancied in a ftile exa&ly fuited to that
fituation. The rock-work, or ruflick, can never
be better introduc’d than in buildings by the fide
of water ; and, indeed, ’tis a great queftion with
me, whether it ought to.be made ufe of any
where elfe. .

Northumberland-Houfe is very much in the
Gothique tafte, and, of courfe, cannot be fup-
Pos’d very elegant, and beautiful ; and yet there
is a grandeur and majefty in it that ftrikes every
fpectator with a veneration for it: this is owing
intirely to the fimplicity .of its parts; the great-
hefs of its extent, and the romantick air of the

' four
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four towers at the angles. . The middle of the
front next the Strand, is certainly much more -
antient  than any other part of the building, and,
tho’ finifh’d in a very expenfive manner, is a
very mean and trifling piece of work. It may
ferve indeed to preferve the idea of the original
pile, and acquaint the moderns with the magpni-
ficence of their fore-fathers ; but then it breaks
the uniformity of the whole, and might be fpar-
ed with more proPr:ety, than continued.

I have taken no notice of the two Exchanges
in the Strand, one of them has pothing in it
to be obferv’d, and the other can only be ob-
ferv’d to be defpis’d.

The ftatue at Charing- Crojfs has the advan-
tage of being well plac’d ; the pedeftal is finely
clevatcd, and the horfe full of fire and fpirit;
but the man is ill defign’d, and as tamely exe-
cuted: there is nothing of expreflion in the
face, nor charaler in the figure, and tho’ it may
be vulgarly admir'd, it ought to be generally
condemn’d.

When I have ftood at this place, I have often
regretted that fome fuch opening as this had not
been contriv’d, to ferve as a centre between the
two cities of London and Wepminfier, and from
whence, particularly, the cathedrals of St. Paul’s
and the 4bbey might have been feen, as the ter-
minations of the two vifta’s: ITam of opinion
that nothing in Europe would have had a finer
eﬁ'e&; but now ’tis impoflible it fhould ever

: G take



42 A Critical Review of the

take place, and I mention it only by way of hint,
that private property is, generally fpeaking,
the only bar to publick ornament and beauty.

The new Admiralty was ereCted on a {pot of
ground, which afforded the Architest room for
all the beauties his imagination could fuggeft,
and the expence it was rais’d at, enabled him to
exccute all that beauty in a grand, tho’ fimple
manner; how he has fucceeded, the building is

‘a ftanding evidence; and very much concern’d

I am to fee a pile of that dignity and impor-
tance, like to continue a lafting reproach of
our national want of tafte. '

I muft ingenuoufly confefs that the number
of pretty little boxes, that are built on the
ruins of Whiteball, make me no fatisfaction for
the lofs of that palace; not that I believe it ever
was a fine ftructure, but becaufe it might have
been fo; becaufe no piece of ground, fo near
two great cities, could afford a finer fituation ;
with fo noble a river on one fide, and fo beau-
tiful a park on the other: and becaufe Inigo
Fones’s plan for rebuilding it is ftill forthcoming,
and may be made ufe of to erett a ftrufture
equal to the fituation.

The majeftick fample he has given of his art
in the Banguetting-Houfe, is a continued perfua-
five to incline us to with for the reft of that
magnificent pile, ' of which this was intended to
be fo inconfiderable a part: to be fure if ever
this could be effected, Britain might boaft of a

palace
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palace, which might excel even the proud
Verfailles, and be as much vifited too, in com-
pliment to its fuperior tafte.

I cannot leave this place without taking fome
notice of the admirable cieling, perform’d by
Rubens, which is beyond controverfy, one of
the fineft things of the kind in Europe. ’Tis
indeed not fo generally known as one could
with, but it needs only to be known to be e-
fteemed according to its merit. In fhort, it is
but an ill decoration for a place of religious
worthip ; for in the firft place, its contents are
no ways a-kin to devotion, and in the next,
the workmanthip is fo very extraordinary, that
a man muft have abundance of zeal, or ne
tafte, that can attend to any thing befide.

As there is very little probability that this T
palace will ever be rebuilt, and thrown open to’
the Park, 1 can’t help withing that the ftation
of the horfe-guards, and the adjoining military
apartments were pull’d down, and othersin a
more confiftent and regular tafte, were erected
in their room: I am of opinion that a fketch
might be made of a ftructure, partly in the
ftile of the antients, and partly like fortificati-
on, which would have an admirable effect, and
at once be fyitable to its ufe, and ferve asa noble
decoration-of the area before it. But this I fub-
mit intirely to the board of works, as perfons

abundantly more concern'd in fuch a fchems

than I. - , ' : .
: ; G 2 - , Tho’ ~

-
P
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Tho' the old Gothique gate, which ftands in
the middle of the ftreer, and oppofite to
Whiteball, is without doubt, a fort of incum-
brance to the way, yet it has fomething fo ve-
nerable in its. figure, and hasf{o fine aneffett on |
the landfcape from the other fide of the Park,
that- I fhould lament as much to fee it pull’d
down, as to fee a worfe eretedsin its room.

Tho’ T did not defign to touch any more on
the lictle edifices which are rais’d on the ruins of
Whiteball, yet 3s fome few remarks may arife
from another furvey of them, -I will take the
kiberty of mentioning them a fecond time.

That which has made the moft noife, and
excited the moft curiofity, is Sir Fobn Vanbrug’ss.
a fabrick erected in that gentleman’s own pecu-
liar tafte; that is to fay, a medley of the Go-
thique and Aatique: a manner which he was
remarkably fond of, and which indeed diftin-
guifhes his buildings from almoft every other.
mafter’s in the univerfe. I am very far from
thinking it a proper.model for others to follow,
- or that his authority is fufficient to juftify it:
to be fure nothing is more corrupt, nor can
tend more to the degeneracy of true beauty ;.
and yet fometimes, by the help of a lively fgncy,
it has a good effe®, and would grace a land-
fcape better than ‘any thing in a more regular
and. finith’d tafte. I believe this litde box of.
Sir Fobn’s, might be diftinguifh’d as a proof of
this affertion; and if it had a proper point of

view
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view, would appear to a good deal of advan:
tage.

The next is the Earl of Pembroke’s, which !

fome months ago, feem’d, at leaft, to be pretty,
and wanted but little of being elegant; but
now his lordfhip has thought proper to alter it
in fuch a manner, that it would be hardly known
by either of thefe epithets: to hide the whole
front of a houfe, for the fake of the offices, is
certainly fomething of a miftake; but thefe
have neither manner, nor fo much as materials
to render them tolerable. |
The Duke of Montagu s new houfe was in-
tended to be plain and fimple, but I prefume,
at the fame time, beautiful and harmonious ;
and yet, with all fubmiffion to better judges, it
appears to me heavy and infipid; loaded with
roof, and incymber’d with irregular offices. I
might add too, that the ftone projection towards.
the Thames, is an excrefcence which has neither
tafte nor ornament to recommend it: the alcove
may anfwer very gracefully within, for what I
_can tell; bur, without, I am pofitive ’tis a
blemifh which hardly any convenience can.
pardon. A ,
- His Grace of Richmond’s-is next, and has
greatly the advantage of its neighbour ; there is
foraething of manner, as well as fimplicity in
this ; it fatisfies the eye, and anfwers in the pro-
fpect: and yet even here the entrance is intolera-
ble ; not only becaufe °tis bad in itfelf, but be-
caufe
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caufe it hides all the lower part of the houfe,
and of courfe fpoils the proportion, without
- adding a fingle beauty to make an atonement.

Before 1 quit this place, I muft take notice of
the brafen ftatue, ere€ted here in honour of
Fames II.  The attitude is fine, the manner
free and eafy, the execution finith’d and perfe&,
and the expreffion in the face inimitable : it ex-
plains the very foul of that unhappy monarch,
and is therefore as valuable as if it commemo-
rated the features and form of a hero. In fhort
’tis pity ’tis not remov’d to fome more publick
and open place, that it mxght be better known,
and more admir’d.

We'll now ﬁep into the Park, wherc we fhall
fee a houfe in the fineft fituation, with the
whole canal and park in profpect; yet fo ob-
fcur’d with trees, that except in the garrets, it
can’t have the advantage of either : furely there
can .be no excufe for fo egregious a miftake,
but that the houfe itfelf is in fo wrong a'tafte,
. that it was the owner’s intereft to hide it.

' Hard by, the new Treafuryis ere@ing, and ,
if we may judge by the foundation, of ftone
too: I hope it will be grand and magnificent ;
it will have a glorious area before.it, and will be
feen to the utmoft perfeCion from the other fide
of the park: whence the angles of thefe houfes,
the fpace before them, and the buildings behind
them, form one of the beautifulleft fcenes about
town. But however, let 1t be ever fo ftately,
: and
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and auguft, there will be much reafon to re-
gret, thatas there are two new buildings on each
fide of it, they were not contriv’d in the fame
tafte, and in the fame line; for by this means
they would have ferv’d as wings to the centre,
and form’d one grand and elegant whole.

About half way along the Mall, Wefiminfier-
Abbey appears over the tops of the trees, in
the moft piGturefque manner imaginable: the
fine green of the park itfelf, the canal, the
ifland, and another city arifing beyond all, isa
view of fuch a nature as few places in the world
can parallel. _
. Carlton-Houfe, now belonging to his Royal ~-
Highnefs, is moft delightfully firuated for a place
of elegant and courtly pleafure : but the building
itfelf is tame and poor : hardly any place is capa-
ble of greater improvements, and hardly any
place ftands in more need of them.

- Marlborough- Houfe is another inftance of great
expence, but no tafte: it confjits only of a range
of windows or two; a certain quantity of un-
meaning ftone, which was intended for a deco-
ration, and a weight of chimnies over all, e-
nough to fink the roof to the foundation. ’*Tis
certain the ‘ground afforded the architect all the
opportunity imaginable of exerting his utmoft
art and genius, and if he had, the very place it-
felf would have fecured him the higheft ap-
plaufe.

’Tis
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., ’Tis with no fmall concern, 1 am oblig’d to
own that the palace of the Britih Kings is fo
far from having one fingle beauty to recom-
mend it, that ’tis at once the contempt of fo-
reign nations, and the difgrace of our own:
>twill admit of no debate that the court of a
monarch ought to be the centre of all politenefs ;
and a grand and elegant out-fide would feem, at
leaft, an indication of a like perfection within: we
may fafely add, that this is neceffary even in a
political fenfe: for ftrangers very naturally take
their impreffions of a whole people by what they -
fee at court, and the people themfelves are,
and ought to be dazzled by the auguft appearance «
of majefty, in every thing that has any relation
to it. - I could wifh, therefore, that ways and
means could be invented to bring about this ne-
ceffary point; that Britain might affert her own
tafte and dignity, and vie in elegance, as well as
power, with the moft finifh’d of her neigh-
_ bours. .
Buckingbam-Houfe is a building that attralts
more eyes, and has more admirers than almoft
“any other about town ; not that ’tis in fact the
moft beautiful, but becaufe it appearsfo; an
advantage which it derives only from its fitua-
tion, and the liberty it allows the fpectator of
feeing it in what point of view he pleafes. - The
parts which compofe this pile are neither new
nor furprifing: the proportions are not abfolute-
ly perfe&, the windows being remarkably too
large
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‘large and numerous ; and the dgcorations feem
poor and trivial: the ftatues on top are wretched,
and rather load than adorn the -building; the
colonnade which leads to the wings, is ftuck on to
the houfe without any plea for its connection,
and the wings are both miferable in themfelves,
and no ways a-kin to the houfe they belong to.
Upon the whole, tho’, it muft be confefs’d it has
the appearance of tafte and defign, and if ’tis
not perfect, there are few houfes that are more
fo: the late Duke’s judgment is certainly to be
applauded much, for chufing his ground fo well.
*Tis owing to him that the houfe has at once the
advantage of a triple vifta along the Mall, the
air of Conftitution-Hill, the profpe& of Chelfea .
Fields, terminated with the hills of Surrey, and
a moft delightful view of the Canal, with the
landfcape on cither. fide, and the Banguetting-
Houfe at Whiteball to finith and adorn the
whole.

- Many people may be of opinion that the Par#,
in its prefent negligent circumftance,’ is more
beautiful than if methodiz’d with art, and de-
corated in a more grand and elegant manner: 1
muft confefs I am of a different fentiment, -and
fhould be pleas’d to fee it render’d as agreeable
as the nature of its fituation, .and the ufes it
muft anfwer will give leave: neither is it abfo-
lutely neceffary that thefe refinements fhould,
in any remarkable degree, interfere with its

H prefent
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prefent ﬁmplicity, or banith any one advantage
it now enjoys,
To begin with the Green Park, for example;
no-body will controvert, but that the agreeable
variety of ground there, is capable of very ex-
traordinary improvements; flopes might be
contriv’d, with a very little expence, ina beau-
tiful, and yet an unaffected tafte ; bafons of wa-
ter might be funk in various places, which would.
be no fmall addition to the landfcape; new walks
might be laid out, and trees planted in fuch a
manner, as to make the whole appear natural
and picturefque together.
In the lower park, near the end of the Cand/,
_you have a view of the fpace between the Mall
and the water, in which nature herfelf has mark-
ed a large femicircular break, that in fome mea-
fure calls upon the fpetator to plead for im-
provement : “this therefore I could with to fee
turn’d into a terrafs, in the form it at prefent ap-
pears in, with a large gravel walk to lead from
the Mallto its centre 5 the intermediate fpaces to
remain cover’d with wild grafs, as they are now 3
-from this terrafs I would have a regular flope
continued to the flat below, with a flight of
fteps juft in the middle, both for convenience
and decoration : the flat fhould be covered with
turf, with a ftatue in the midft, "and a gravel-
path round it. * The walk by the fide of -the
Canal 1 would have gravell’d too, that it might
at once adorn the fcenc by day, and afforda
beautiful
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beautiful evening retreat, in a fummer by moon-
light, to enjoy the air a 1d water in pcrfe&xon

'Tis perhaps unneceﬁ'ary to mention that [
would have the fides of the Canal kept in the
moft perfect repair, both to prefcrve the ground,
and give the line all the advantage ’tis capable of.
Onewould wonder indeed, that in the prefent ma-
nagement of the Park fuch a trifle as this fhould
be neglected, when it could be done with fo lit-
tle charge, and ’twould anfwer {fo well in the
effet.

With the regulations here propofed, °’tis eafy
to imagine how beautiful a profpect the Park
would afford from hence; efpecially when ’tis
confider’d that the Banquetting-Houfe ends the
view on one fide, the Admiralty on the other,
and the dome of St. Paul’s between them both.
Even as it fhews at prefent, hardly any profpeét
appears fo grand or beautiful ; particularly in a
calm, clear day,when the fun is delcending, the wa-
ter fmooth, and the whole picture reflected from
the furface, even with more graces than the
original.

Rofamond’s- Pond is another fcene, where fancy
find Judgment mlght be employ’d to the greateft
advantage ; there is fomcthmg wild and roman-
tick round the ﬁdcs of it, whicha gcmus would
make a fine ufe of 'if, he had liberty to improve
it ‘as he pleas’d: to be fure the banks of it
ought to be kept in better repair, and if a 7z-
aus in the action of .rifing from the fea, with

H=2 the
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the Graces round her, was rais’d in the middle of
ir, it would neither be an improper or a ufelefs .
decoration.

The Vine-Yard, and that whole fide of the
Rark is, to be fure, moft fcandaloufly neglect-
ed, and if ’tis not capable of fuch beauty as the
other, ’tis the more neceffary to keep it decent;
and art fhould be made to beftow what nature

has deny’d.

 The Bird-Cage-Walk is exceeding pleafant;
the fwell of the ground in the middle has an ad-
mirable effe@® on the vifta; and the view from
thence down to the Canal is perfeétly fimple and
agreeable: to be fure ’tis capable of as much
improvement as the oppofite fide, . and that too
precty much in the fame tafte, tho’ I would ad-
vife fomething different for the fake of variety :
the circle of trees. which grows there might be
made the centre of,a very bgautiful fcene, and
become one of the moft delightful arbours in
the world. I muft not omit here, that
from the laft mentioned walk, Wbiteball and
St. Paul’s are feen over the tops of the trees, in
the ifland, in a very pretty and pi&urefquq
manner. :

The ifland itfelf is a fpot of ground, which
may be made one of the moft cnchantmg fum-
mer retreats imaginable: as itis, ’tisa place of
- great beauty, ‘and improv’d with fome art; but
then it wants to the full as much as it poffeffes
if one fide is like a paradife in miniature, th®

other
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other is a wildernefs, and as the waters in and
“about it are fuffered to ftagnate and putrify,
they become almoft as much a nuifance as an or-
nament: ’ti§ beyond queftion, that if the lictle
channels which wander fo varioufly thro’ this
Pplace, were directed properly, and kept fweet
and pure, even that part of the ifland which is
now a defart, would rival, if not furpafs the
_other; and the fide next the Canal, with the ad-
~ vantage of that noble vifta, would be more
beautiful than either: I would recommend too
a proper and elegant management of the trees,
the keeping the banks in the moft finifh’d re-
pair, and, in a more particular manner, the e-
re&ing a grot, ftatue, or obelifk at the end of
a llttlc canal that fhoots up into the centre of
the ifland on the weft fide.

The Parade T have already rouch’d upon, and
therefore have little more to add on that fubjed :-
>tis certainly a-grand and fpacious area, and if it

" fhould ever .be adorn’d with truly noble and
anguft buildings, would not be efteem’d one of
the moft inconfiderable beauties about town. 1
can by no means think it 2 wrong place to eret
an equeftrian ftatue in, to the memory of fome
departed hero.: fuch a decoration can be no
where raifed with more propriety, and no fitu-
ation whatever would become it better: ’tis true
the great and immortal Nafau has been once
deny’d this piece of juftice, but they were not
foldiers who were guilty of fo great an indignity.;

~ we
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we may prefume, therefore, that one time or
other, thofe gentlemen will refolve to pay this
compliment to a monarch, they muft all efteem,
a8 his mighty genius and fuperior abijlities deferv-
ed: a compliment which, tho’ due to him,
would do honour to themfelves, and wipe away
a ftain which feem’d to refleét a national ingra-
titude and inelegance on us all. ‘ :

As we have now done with the Park, ’ewill
be but proper to praceed on.to Wefiminfler ; a
city long famous for its antiquity, yet produ-
¢cing very little worthy of attention, and lefs of
admimation. We will begin with the houfe on
the left hand of King-fireet, and near adjoining
to Privy-Garden: not that it is any way remark- _
able in itfelf, ‘but becaufe it has one of the moft
elegant irregular views before it of any houfe
in town: the ftreet before it forms.a wery fpaci-
ous and noble area; the fine Gothique gate, for-
~ merly mention’d, breaks the view on one fide,

and the other is adern’d with a profile of the ™
Banguetting-Houfe ‘at W biteball; ‘between thefe
the fbreet is difcover’d winding to Charing-Crofs
and over the tops of the buildings there, the
fieeple of St. Martin’s, foftened by the dif-
tance, ends the view, and marks the keeping of

the whole. S " :
~ And yet, with all thefe advantages, -the houfe
is a publick nuifance, as well asall thofe in King-
prect, Channel-Row, and the intire fpace be-
tween : ‘nothing in the uniyerfe can be more
abfurd

-
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abfurd than fo wretched a communication be-
eween two fuch cities as London and Wefiminfier 5
a paﬂ'age which muft be frequented by all fo-
reigners 3 which is vifited even by the fovereign
himfelf many times a year; which is the road
of all the jutticiary bufinefs of the nation ; which
is the only thorough-fare to the feat of the legif-
lature itfelf, and the rout of our moft pompous
cavalcades and proceffions; furely fuch a place
as this ought, at leaft, to be large and conveni-
ent, if not coftly and magpnificent ; tho’ in my
opinion it ought to be made the centre of our -
elegance and grandeur : and to do this effectu-
ally, all the buildings I have complain’d of
ought to be levell’d to the ground, and a fpace
laid open from Privy-Garden to Wefiminfler-
Hall; on one fide, and from the weft end of
the Abbéy to Story’s-Gate on the other: this
fhould be furrounded with ftone buildings all in
a tafte, raifed on a piazza or colonnade, with
fuitable decorations: and the middle fhould be
adorned with a group of ftatues, anfwerable to
‘the extent of the circuit round it. ’Tis eafy to
imagine what an effect fuch an improyvement as
this would have on the fpetator, and how much
more agreeable *twould be to the henour and

credit of the nation.
1 thould farther defire too, to fec all the little
hovels demolifh’d, which now incumber the Hall
and the Abbey, that thofe buildings might be
feen at leaft, and if they could not be admir'd
. for
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for their beauty, they might be reverenc'd for
their greamefs and antiquity. If St. Margarer’s
were remov’d with the reft, *twould be yet a
farther advantage; for then the fine chapel of
Harry VII. would come into play, and be at-
tended to as it deferves. I am very,far from ex-
pecting, or even imagining that any of thefe al-
terations will ever come to pafs: I mention them
only to explode the miferable tafte of our ancef-
tors, who negleted, .or did not underftand thefe
beauties ;. and that their defcendants may grow
wifer at their expence, and prevent the like cen-
fures from falling upon them.

To compleat this fcheme, I am fometimes in-
clined to with that the place which is now call’d
Hell, was levell’d, and that the new Parliament-
Houfz fhould be erefted there in its room s
*twould certainly have a noble effe&t on the
profpe&, and form a moft admirable contrafte
to the antient edifices of each fide of it: I have
indeed an obje&ion or two to this part of the
fchemé; firft, I apprehend there is not room e-
nough there for fuch a pile ; and, fecondly, it
would lofe the advantage of a profpet from the
river, which its prefent fituation might fo hap-
pily allow it.

At all events, however, I fhould be glad to
fee this noble projett put into execution: ’tis
certain nothing can be more unworthy of foau-
guft a body as the parliament of Great Britain,
than the prefent place of their affembly : it muft

o ' be
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_be undoubtedly a great furprize to.a foreigner, .
" to be forc’d to enquire for the Parliamens-Hosufe
even at the doors ; and when he found it, to fee
it fo detach’d in parcels, . fo .incumber’d with
wretched apartments, and fo contemptible in
the whole : I could wifh therefore to. fee this
evil remedied ; to_fee fo-ufeful and neceflary 2
fcheme take place : and if it falls into the noble
hands .to- execute, we have long been flatter’d
to believe it.would, thereis no room to doubt
but the grahdeur of this appearance will anfwer
the majeftick . purpofes *tis to be employ’d in.
The Britifb tafte in architeCture, is, to befure,
more obliged to that Nobleman, than any. othér
perfon now. living, and if Inigo Fones has any
advantage, ’ts only in having lived before
him. . .

’wall be rndlculous and fooh(h thcrefarc,
mie, to give the leaft hint for the condutt or int-
provement of any defign which he has engag’d
in : I fhall therefore fay no more than this, that
I fhould be glad to have both houfes under the
fare roof, built on the fame line, exactly oppo-
fite to each other, the fedts rang’d theatrically;
‘the throne in the midft of one femi-circle, the
fpeaker’s chair in the other; and that when the
‘King made his fpeech; waysand means might be
found to - remove the partitions from betweea
the two houfes, and prefent the whole partia-
tiient of Britain at one view, affembled in thé
toft grand;. folernn, and eIegant manner, with

. the
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‘the Sovereign at their head, and all the deco-
rations round them, which could ftrike the
fpeQator dumb with admiration, at the profu-
~ fion of majefty, which fet off and adorn’d the
. whole. , '

After fuch a fcene as this has been prefented
to the imagination, no other has importance e-
nough to be attended to: I expect therefore
that what has been faid of #Wefiminfter-Hall will
meet with but a cool reception.  That ftruture
is remarkable only for being the largeft room
in Europe which has no column to fupport it:
all that is excellent in it, therefore, .is to be
found in the contrivance and workmanthip -of
the roof, and no doubt both are truly admira-
ble: butas fkill and contrivance are both thrown
away, unlefs they are to be feen in effec, foa
‘room of half the extent of this, fupported on
beautiful pillars, and grac’d with fuitable cor-
nices, according to the Antique, would excite
great deal more applaufc; and deferve it infi-
nitely better.

I have already touch’d on the flovenly appear-
ance of our courts of juftice: forry Iam that
Wefiminfter-Hall affords me fo many opportu-
nities of renewing this complaint: ’tis, in my
opinion, almoft neceffary they fhould be more
pompous and magnificent, in order to inforce
the refpect which fhould ever attend on juftice.:
I thercfore. take the liberty of recommending

this thought to the fages of the law, and as [am
' convinced
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convineed very many of them are men of tafte,

there ‘is much reafon to depend on them for a
fuitable reformation.

I fuppofe my readers have already obferv’d,
that during the courfe of my effays on this fub-
je&, I have not contented myfelf with bare re-

marks on the ornaments I find finith’d to my

hand ; but that I have taken all opparrunities,
befide, of pointing out ways and means which
either may, or might have been made ufe of to
refine upon fome, toadjoin others, and make
the moft of every fituation for the beautifying
and adormng the whole.

’Tis in this view I often mention things,
which by the interfering of property can never
take place : and hold myfelf excus’d, in the pre-
fumption that a negle¢t in one particular, may
be made a fpur to the improvement of another.

The new church with the four towers, at
Weftminfier, is fituated in fuch a manner, with
refpect to Old-Palace-Yard, that it might have
been feen from thence, at the end of a noble
vifta, to the greateft advantage imaginable:
the fight of the towers over the tops of the
houfes, puts every body in mind of this, and
’tis with much regret that we lofé fuch a beauty.

As to_the building itfelf, °tis in a very parti-
cular tafte, and has a great mixture of beauty
and caprice in it: there are many parts of it
which I approve, and many more which I con-
demn : ’tis to be fure a.fatal miftake, to endea-

T2 - vour.
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vour at an excellence, and then err fo wide of
the mark as to ftumble on deformity ; all falfe
ornaments become faults inftantly, and only
ferve to make an abfurdity more confpicuous.
I the Arcbzteﬂ of this pile had once thought of
this rule, I am perfuaded he would have been
abundantly more chatte in his compoficions, and
cut his towers, like that of Bebel, off in the
middle.
" Henry V1kth’s chapel has an undoubtcd right
to be taken notice of in a very particular man-
ner, as being one of the moft expenfive remains
of the antient Engli/b tafte and magpificence: ta
‘be fure there is no looking on it without admi-
fations but then its beauty canfifts. much more
emmently in the workmanthip than the contri-
vance ; which is Ju& the reverfe of what it ought
" to be.
" The proportion and harmony of a plan is the
firft grand fecret in'building ; nicety, and point
in execution the laft: thus. it happens that the
edifice -before us has nothing in its form to far-
prize or charm; and all the expence of art,
which is lavith’d away uponiit, only excites pity
that the fubje& defervid it ng better,

I am'very fenfible I run no fmall rifque of
being cenfur’d for making fo free with fo cele-
brated a pile as this: but as 1 profefs myfelf
clear of all prejudice, and only in purfuit of
p'uth fo I Ihall takc all the llbertxes which are

. . Qf
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of a piece with fuch a chara&ter, and refolve
to be govern’d by reafon and judgment only.

On thefe principles, therefore, I will boldly
affirm, that nothing could be more abfurd than
ereCting this fabrick at the end of the Abbey; it
now ferving only to fpoil the fymmetry of both,
and make a botch inftead of adding a beauty: .
if there were any point of view where both thefe
pieces might be feen together, the truth of my
affertion would be apparent, and as it is, a little
imagination will anfwer the fame end.

Let us farther add that, by this unnatural con-
junction, the whole magnificence of front, which
might have been given to this coftly chapel, is

entirely loft, and thofe who admire it moft im~-
~ plicitly and devoutly, can’t help enquiring for
an entrance fuitable to the reft of the ftructure.

Let us for once then fuppofe, that it had been
intirely detach’d from the Abbey, and erefted
oppofite to the Houfe of Lords, with a fumptu-
ous front to the ftreet; let us fuppofe the new
Parliament-Houfe finifh’d on the other fide, and
the before-mention’d vifta laid open to the new
church, and the confequence would then be ano-
ther group of beauties in building and decora-
tion, which few cities in Exrope could parallel.

By the many things I have faid of the advan-
tage of fpace before a building, in order to add
magpificence to the view, no body will wonder,
I prefume, that I am for levelling the Gare-
boufe, dcmohlhmg a large part of Dean-2ard,

and
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and laying open the ftreet at the weft end of-
the Abbey, at leaft, toan equal breadth with
the building. I muft frankly own nothing ap-
pears fo miferable to me, as fuch incumbrances
round a grand or elegant building : they abate
the pleafure of the profpet moft exceedingly,
and are real d:fadvantages to the builder’s fame.

Weminfter-Abbey is a fabrick of great anti-
quity, and challenges fome kind of vene-
ration on that account: it is befides of prodi-
gious bulk, and fills the eye, at leaft, if it
does not fatisfy it: to glance at it in the land-
fcape, without examining its parts, it pleafes to-.
Jerably well; to examine its parts, we are un-
der a neceflity of difliking the whole: if the
height furprizes, we are out of humour with its
form; and the fronts in particular ought to have
rofc eminently above the reft, in order to have
" wvaried the lines, and given that grace it fo vifi-
bly wants. 'We now rather think of a barn than
a church; I believe this image is owing intirely
to the extream fharpnefs of the roof, and if that
was reified, *twould be greatly to the advantage
of the building in general. It muft be own’d
indeed, that the weft end was never finifh’d, and
there is much reafon to believe that the two
towers, on each. fide of it, were defigned to
gwe the elevation, ’tis now fo apparently defec-
tive in.

There is indeed a rumour about the town,
that the Dean and Chapter flill defign to perfect -

this
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this fcheme, and raife the towers accordmg to
their firft projetion: but I think ’tis rather too
late to begin, for unlefs they would new-cafe the
. church all over, the mixture of the new and old
would have a worfe effé€t, than the defe® we
complain of, and make a fort of patch-work in
building, which is ever offenfive both to Judg-
ment and tafte.

As to the infide of the church, ’tis certainly
more perfect and judicious than the out: the
perfpettive is ftrong and beautiful, and ftrikes
the fpe@ator in a very forcible manner, as foon
as he makes his entrance ; and yet it owes the
greateft part-of its effect to a fault in fymmctry.
*Tis the exceeding height of the grand ile which
gives the aftonithment; but if that was only in
exa&t proportion to the reft of the parts, it
‘would not be diftinguifh’d fo much, and yet
would deferve much greater praife.

The late-ereted organ has even interfer’d with
this beauty, and broke the vifta in the moft in-
“judicious manner imaginable: the iron grate
below, ’tis true, makes fome amends, by pre-
fenting us with a little view of perfpective,
which would. make one of the beft pictares in
that ftile I ever faw ; and the lights and thadows
fall fo arsfully, that the painter has nothing elfe
to do-but copy ; ’twill hardly be in his power
to improve.

As I have madeStatues as well as Architesiure,
the fubje& of this effay, as often as they have

" fallen
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fallen in my way ; and we are now in the Abbej,

~ *twill be unpardonable not to take a furvey of
the moft remarkable monuments there, and ap-
-plaud and cenfure in turn, as occafion offers.

" 1 fhall begin with Sir Godfrey Kneller’s, fitd-

ated at the lower end of the northifle; a thing
defigned by Sir Godfrey himfelf, and executed

by Ryfbrack, and yet fo far from anfwering the

idea we might conceive of it from two fach great

names, that it hardly excites common atteri-

tion or curiofity, unlefs to read the epitaph,

.which is exa&ly of a piece with the:tomb,

‘and as unworthy of Mr: Popé’s genius, as the

defign of that is of Knweller’s pencil. One

would have ‘thought fo accomplifh’d a mafter

fhould have recolle€ted at firft fight, that

a canopy ‘is far from being a proper decora-

tion in ftone; and if it was, that *tis {o ftale and

trite an ornament; that the worft of his difci-
ples would have rejected it with contempt.

.One might reafonably add, that Sir Godfrey had -
it in his power to diftinguith his own excellen-
.cies in the propriety of his ornaments ; ‘but thofe
he has chofen may do as well for any body elfe,
and belong no more to a Painter, than a Lord
Chief Fuftice..

I fhall pafs by a number of mde Gothlqub
-pieces, which inftead of adorning really incum-
ber the church, and be particular on fuch only;
which either really excel, or were interided to
«do fo by their founders.
: Among -
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Among the firft of thefe, we may very juft-
ly take notice of that ereéted to the memory of
young Mr. Carteret: the thought it turns on is
fine and poetical ; no guardian is fo proper of a
thing facred to memory as Zime, and no bribe fo
effeCtual to fecure him in its favour as merit:
the epitaph he is made to difplay is in a fine
tafte, and does honour to him who compos’d it,
and him it alludes to: the buft of the young
gentleman himfelf is beautifully fimple, and
preferves a fine keeping with refpect to the
whole.

On the other fide of the fame ifle, on the
back of the choir, we fee another, in all re-
fpetts oppofite to this: I forget the Lady’s name
in whofe honour *twas ereéted, and if thofe who

.were at the expence of it could be forgot too,
*twould be fome advantage to their charalters :
the conceit of this monument isa front figure of
a lady fpringing upwards from the ground, with
a cherubim above her defcending to give her a
lift; tho’ by her attitude, ’tis impoffible the
fhould know any thing of the matter. Below
her, hovering over the bafe, is another aslame
and wretched as the firft, who unfolds as bad ah
epitaph, and compleats fo miferable a piece,
that nothing but its next neighbout could keep
it in countenance: ‘

That belongs to the late Lord Kingsale, and
is as fine as painting, carving and gilding can
make it: but for its tafte, furely ’tis impoflible

K o that



66 A Critz'mk Review of the

that any thing fhould be more remarkable :
that nobleman is in 2 recumbent pofture, with
a curious fuit of armour on, a delicate head of
hair, and points to a very emphatical coronet
near him, as the fum of all his glory; a very
pretty bit of canopy dangles over him, a coat
of arms moft pompoufly emblazon’d glitters a-
bove that: two poor little boys, whom I pity
prodigioufly , bear up a moft ponderous urn,
with the additional weight of the ftatue into the
bargain, and an important epitaphunderneath all
tells you, that it has been a privilege of the
Kingsale Family to wear their hats before the -
King, time out of mind.

Doctor Chamberlain’s monument is by many
people thought one of the beft pieces in the 45-
bey, and Iown I am inclin'd to be of the famé
opinion : to be fure every one of the figures is
finely executed, and fome parts of the Docor’s,
in particular, deferve fincere applaufe: I have
no material fault to find with the order and dif-
pofition of the whole, and the epitaph, to be
fure, fays a great many fine things of the Doc-
tor: yet ftill there wants a boldnefs and fpirit
thro’ the whole; you can’t blame ’tis true, but
then you can’t heartily praife: in every defign
where there are more figures than one, ’tis pol-,
fible to ftrike the fpetator’s imagination, as
well as appeal to his judgment; and I muft
be fo free as to own, that this piece has not

that effet on me.
As
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As there is a buft of a late mufician in our
way, dreft up in a beau peruke, and a fine
lac’d cravar, he would take it ill if we did not
pay our compliment to him as we pafs’d by : for
which reafon I make him this acknowledgment ;
but for fear the heirs of another mufician thould
lavith away more money to a like purpofe, 1
think myfelf obliged to declare that Purcel’s
epitaph is, at leaft, of ten times more value, than

Blow’s monument. :

The two boys on each fide of the little tomb,
erected to the memory of Sir Gilbert Lort, are
in a very pretty tafte, and a perfe&t contrafte
to each other ; one reprefenting paffionate, excla-
matory grief, and the other ftill and filent: ’tis ©
pity they are divided by fo bad an ornament in
the middle: had they lean’d on a fingle urn,
which, in the antique tafte, might have been fup-
pofed to hold his athes, they would have had 2
fine effe@, and challenged more admiration than
many a more pompous and expenfive pile:

~ Looking thro’ into one of the little chapels,
which are feparated from the body of the church,
we fee a monument that belongs to one of the
Veres, and challenges fome attention’: ’tis true
the principal figure is in the old Gothique tafte,
flat on his back, and of confequence not to be
relith’d, tho® executed in the moft perfect man-
ner in the world: but then the four Knights
which fupport the ftone over him, with his ar-

mour on top, are juftly to be admir’d; and
K2 ~ the’
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tho’ both their drefs and the oddnefs of their
employ, are difadvantages, they ftrike you with
pleafure notwithftanding, and each independent
figure demands your approbation. Sorry I am to
fee them us’d fo ill; moft of them are maim’d,
and one of them in particular has lately had a
leg broke off ; I would therefore recommend -
the care of the Dead to the Dean and Chapter,
as well as the Living; and as they are leaft able
to take care of themfelves, I think they have a
better claim to the protetion of others; and e-
fpecially as they pay for their lodging too.

Juft oppofite to this door, againft the wall, is
a martial figure, reprefenting one of the Hollefes,
and till that of Mr. Craggs’s was put up, was
the only erect one in the Abbey : an attitude 1
am far from difcommending, for ’tis my opision,
ftatues thould always reprefent life and action,
and not languor and infenfibility : ’tis particular-
ly happy when adapted to foldiers and heroes,
who ought never to be fuppos’d at reft, and
thould have their characters reprefented as ftrong
as poffible: this before us isbold and manly,
tho’ not chafte and elegant: *tis finely elevated
too, and the mourning Pallafes at the bafe of it
are both well fancied and well applied. There is
no part of the execution of this tomb that we
can admire, but as there was a propriety in
the defign, I could not pafs it aver without giv-
ing it 1ts due praife,

The
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The next thing in the Abbey, which accord-
ing to method and order demands our attention,
is' the tomb erefted to the memory of the late
Duke of Newcaftle, by the Countefs of Oxford,
his daughter: to be fure there is not any maufo-
leum "belonging to the whole church, except
Henry V1th’s, which isbuilt at fo great an ex-
pence as this: the materials are exceeding fine,
the fpace it fills grand and noble, the architec-
ture rich and ornamental ; and yet it gives no
pleafure to the elegant and knowing, and is only
the admiration of the vulgar: the reafon of
which is plain 3 magpnificence has been confulted
only, and not beauty; and coft and fplendour
are lavifh’d away, if not dire¢ted by judgment
and tafte: the figure of the Duke himfelf is full
of abfurdities: it neither fits nor lies, is employ-
ed in no action, has no expreffion, no dignity,
and abounds with manifeft, open difproportions;
the two ftatues on each fide are equally tame and
unmeaning, and have no more relationto the prin-
cipal, than if they were ftill in the ftatuary’s
yard: I am as much difpleafed with the two
brace of angels that incumber the upper part of
. this pile, and indeed if that whole ftory were
enurely remov’d, I am of opinion it would be
no difadvantage te the remainder. :
The monument ereted in honour of the
late Sir Ifaac Newton, has pretty much divided
the publick opinion; fome extollmg it asone
of the moft perfett pieces both in defign and
execu-
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execution, and others again depreciating it, as
no way remarkable for either: I chufe rather to
fteer between thefe two extreams, as neareft to
truth, and agreeable to the beft of my under-

ftanding; I therefore make no fcruple to own

that the ftatue of Sir Jfaac has fomething in it
exceedingly venerable, bold, and majeftick ; it
commands attention, and expreﬂ'es xmportance s
but then the action it is employ’d in is vain, and
of courfe out of the charatter it reprefents:
Sir Ifaac, tho” one of the greateft men who e-
ver did honour to humanity, was at the fame
time the leaft proud and affuming; and deli-
ver’d fome of the fineft principles of philofophy
as doubtful, which all his readers thought de-
monftrated: ’twas wrong therefore to give him
that vanity after his death, which never belong-
ed to him in his life: if the two boys at his feet,
which dxfplay the fcrole, had done it only to
the {pectator, and Sir Jfzac had not been con-
cern’d in it, it would have anfwered every way 3
and engaging the philofopher in profound con-
templation  in the mean while, had exprefled
his knowledge as well, and his character better.
The bas-reliefs on the urn are moft excellent,
and do great honour to Rysbrack ; the princigal
figure in particular, that weighs the fun, and
all our planetary fyftem by the fteel-yard, is
admirable, and the device is beautiful and ful-
ly expreﬁ'mg Sir Ifaac’s doCtrine of Gravitation,
which is the bafis of his fame: the boys that
are
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are introduc’d to tell you he was mint-mafter, is
trifling and poor, unworthy of the reft, and no
compliment to him: neither is the conceit of
the &loe-plant, in the other corner of the tabla-
ture lefs faulty ; becaufe it is to the full as infig-
nificant, and abundantly more obfcure.

The globe in the back of the monument, is
almoft a general objection, as projetting too
forward on the fight, and fpoiling the keeping
of the whole. I fancy another pedeftal, well
- proportioned, had been efteem’d a more natural
fupport for the figure of Afiromemy above, and
would have had room in the middle of it to in-.
troduce the globe to more advantage: but this
I leave to the determination of better judges.

The upper part of the figure of AfEronomy is,
without controvérfy, one of the moft delicate
things that can be: imagin’d ; the manner and ac-
tion are'bothfaultlefs, and the expreffion of the
. face is at once thoughttul and: compos’d, fweet
and majeftick 3 I wifh the reft of it had been an-
-fwerable, but it is quite the contrary in all re-
fpects; the legs are clumfy and incumber’d with

-drapery, and fo far from being beautifully or
naturally difpofed, that .they. are piled one
upon another, and put me in pain for fear the
figure thould roll off the globe, for want of a
due poife to keep it faft.

Upon the whole, the’, it is, at leaft, oneof
the moft pardonable monuments I' have feen,
and T am pofitive the next age will be alike

pleafed
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pleafed to fee fuch another genius as Newton,
and fuch another mafter as Ryfbrack to do ho-
nour to his memory. ‘
" But if this monument of Sir Jfaac’s muft un-
dergo fuch a fevere trial, and be fo hardly ac-
‘quitted, . what will be the fate of its neighbour,
fince rais’d to commemorate the late Lord Stan-
‘bope? Undoubtedly it will meet with no advo-
" cate, and has not even the fmalleft title to favour.
>Tis all alike, huge and heavy; expenfively
Gothique, and magnificently clumfey ; the defign
is fo trifling and abfurd, that not even the
hand of Ryfrack can give you the leaft preju-
dice to its advantage: the ftatue of his Lord-
fhip might very eafily be miftaken for that of
Ajax, if time and place could afford the leaft
help to imagination. It has the fame unmean-
.ing air and features which that heroe is defcrib-
.ed with, is as enormous in bulk, -and feems as
void of deﬁgn and penetration 3 - cu'cumﬁances
that no way agree with the charatter of Lord
Stanbope, and whlch rather lampoon than do
him honour.
The tent behind is moft mnferably concew’d
-and worft adapted of any thing I ever faw in my
life; and the Pallas upon the top of it has the
moft uneafy ftation imaginable: fheisa giantefs
too, and feems to have as little forecaft as her
charge below : ih fhort, if either of them have
any beauty, ’tisin being of a.piece with each o-
ther ;
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ther; but even that is an excellency which I
fancy no body will ever envy or appliud.

We muft now ftrike down to the end of the
fouth ifle ; and there we fhall be fomewhat better
entertain’d: the monument of Mr. Craggs, is
in a very fimple and elegant tafte : there appears
much judgment in fetting his ftatue upright,
becaufe it fills the vifta, with great harmony,
and looks advantageoufly even at the greateft
diftance; the attitude of it is delicate and fine 3
the thought of refting it on an urn, pathe-
tique and judicious, and if the face and head
had been more. finifh’d, the whole hid been
without blemifh : the architetture is alike plain,
and the embellithments few, and well chofen. In
a word, many tombs have more beauties, none

- fewer faults.

I muft now take notice of two monuments
together, tho’ of very different perfons, and
fomewhat remov’d in fituation from one another;
they are the Lord Godolphin’s, and Mr. Con-
greve’s; my reafon for mentioning them at one
time is becaufe they were ere€ted at the charge

. of the fame perfon; becaufe they are in the
fame bad tafte, and the epitaphs of them both
are wrote in the fame ftile, and fpelt with the
fame exaCtnefs: the Lady who was at the ex-
pence of putting them up, had undoubtedly the
credit of paying a‘compliment to men of the
higheft merit, .in their different ftations ; yet 'tis
tp be wifh’d that the had thought it worth her

L A " while,
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while, for her own fake, to have done it with
more decorum, and in a’ manner more fuitable
to her quality, and their deferts:

The plainnefs and fimplicicy-of Dr. Friend’s
buft pleafes me much; and if his epitaph had
been in the fame gotit, it would have been, at
leaft, as high a compliment both to the Scbo-
lar and Pbyfician.

There is fomething pretty in Mrs. Defbovery’s®
tomb ;. the figures are lively and free, and the -
architeture not much amifs; but her own amia-
ble character, indeed, is the higheft decoration,
and to which we may juftly add that of her
friend’s, who had the gratitude to pay this gen-
tile compliment to the remembrance of their
former affeGion.

Not far from this is 2 monument infcrib’d
with the name of Mr. Smytb, whichis much in
tafte ; a fine buft, inrelievo, of thatgentleman,
is fupported by a weeping figure, reprefenting
his daughter, both which are defigned and' exe-
cuted with great. judgment and fpirit. If any
thing is wanting, °’tis a reft for the Lady’s
left.-arm, which being held up to the head, ap-
pears painful for want of it: the urn on which
fhe fits, with its bafe and pyramid behind, finifh
the whole tomb, and unite in a flile moft har-
monious and agreeable.

The monument of Mr. ?Tbymz falls next un-
der cur conﬁdcrauon ; one of the moft cele-
brated things in the Abbey: ’tis indeed in a

moft
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moft elegant tafte, and the execution is equal to
the defign s the languid dying pofture he is plac’d
in, with the ation of his hand, direting the
fpeGator to the tragick ftory of his" death,
which was once engrav'd behind him, are beauti-
fully confiftent with each other, and muft have
had a very pathetic influence on all who beheld it;
particularly, asfo ftrongly inforc’d with the fine
relief, which reprefented the murder below : but
fince the caprice of fome, or the prejudice and
interefts of others, have eraz’d the infcription,
neither his acion, nor that of the inimitable boy
at his feet, can be thoroughly underftood, un-
lefs confider’d in the light it was firft intended to
appear in, as defcrib’d above.

The execrable Gothique heap, which was e-
rected at fo great an expence, in honour of fo
brave a man as Sir Cloudefly Shovel, and even by
his Sovereign herfelf, has been fo emphatically
and juftly expos’d in the Spefator already, that
T have no need to fay any thing more on that
fubje; I fhall only beg leave to put the two
neighbouring tombs of Admiral Churchill and
Mr. Stepney in the fame rank of cenfure, fince
they are almoft as coftly, and full as unmeaning
and ridiculous. ., ‘

I muft now pafs over feveral wretched things
that are unworthy of obfervation, in order to
haften to the corner of the poets; but by the
~ way, cannot overlook the droll figure, lately
fet up, at the charge of a noble Peer, to the

L2 memory
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- memory of Grabe the commentator : he is ele-
vated on a high fort of a funeral cheft, witha
lamp by his fide, and a pen in his hand to repre-
fent, I fuppofe, his unwearied application to
ftudy in his life-time; but then the ridiculous
height of the ftatue, the clumfinefs of the atti-
tude, and the oddnefs of the employ, never
fail to excite laughter in all who behold them:
in fhort, he looks like a boy on a high joint-
ftool, kicking his heels about, and afraid of
tumbling every moment.

I don’t knaw any circumftance which diftin-
guithes the real patron fo much, as paying the
laft compliment of an urn and infcription to the
athes of a dead genius: it argues a thorough
and difinterefted efteem for merit, fets the faireft
example of magnanimity for the great to follow,
and excites the nobleft emulation among the
learned to deferve a like honour.

In this view, I am charm’d with the recollec-
tion that the venerable names of Spencer, Fobn-

Jon, Cowley, and Dryden; have been perpetu-
- ated with juft and noble diftintions, by fuch
illuftrious perfonages as Sheffield, and Pilliers,
Dukes of Buckingbam, -the prefent Earl of Ox-
Jord, and Devereux Ear] of Effex: fome diftinc-
tion, ’tis true, is neceflary to be made in the
fhare of applaufe which is due to thefe noble-
men, for the fame humane and generous action :
the Earls of Effex and Oxford did this honour
~to jobufon and Spencer, without complimenting

them-
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themfelves at the fame time, -by infcribing their
own names on the ftone; a delicate piece of
{elf -denial which Pilliers and Sheffield had not
firmnefs enough to pratife, in their geheroﬁtics
to Dryden and Cowley.

The prefent Dutchefs of Buckingham will,
however, have an equitable claim to fhare in
glory with the firft: for fhe juftly difliking the
buft, which was firft fet up for Mr. Dryden, or-
dered it, at her own éxpence, to be remov’d, and
another plac’d -in its ftead. At once unwilling
that her dead Lord’s humanity fhould be cen-
furd for want of tafte, and diffatisfy’d with the
glory of fuch an action, unlefs the thing itfelf
agreed exactly with the intent of raifing it.__
The prefent buft is far from being contempti-
ble, and the whole tomb fimple, if not mag-
nificent.

I am always much furpriz’d to fee fo wretch-
ed a thing as that ereted to the memory of Mr.
Pbhillips, infcrib’d with the name of Harcourt :
one would have naturally imagin’d that whoever
aim’d at publick ornament, would endeavour at °
fomething like elegance too; one would have
expected it in a more eminent degree, from
fuch a name as this: but on the contrary, no-
thing is more oppofite, nothing can be more
contemptible: itis even a burlefque upon monu-
ments, and inftead of doing honour to the found-
er, or the perfon ’tis confecrated to, indicates
very ftrongly, that either one had not merit €- -

nough
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nough to deferve a better, or the other had not
fpirit and tafte enough to do it juftice.

The buft of Fobrfon is exetuted with great
happinefs, and looks with abundance of life
and fpirit: the tablature *tis inclos’d in is beau-
tiful, and the decorations few, proper, and ele-
gant. - To talk like a critick, there is ‘nothing
wanting but a note of admiration, at the end of
the infcription : O rare Ben Fobnfon !

Tho’ the tomb of Spescer has fuffered greatly
by time, and was erected in an age when tafte
was in its infancy in England, yet there is fome-
thing in it venerably plain, and not abfurdly or-
namental. The materials were certainly very
rich, and I don’t recolle& any of the fame ftand-
ing that deferve fo little cenfure.

- I am pleafed to fee the great Butler here on
any 'terms, but ’twould have given me much
greater fatisfaction to fee it rais’d in a more mag-
nificent maanner, and by fuch perfons too as
might have refleted greater honour to his me-
mory ; tho’ his ewn merits were-fo eminent as
to need no publick acknewledgement to make
them immortal.

- The bufts of Skadwell and §z. E'vremud are
neither of them very extraordinary, and there-
fore I fhall content myfelf with this bare men-
tion, that they are there. .

Mr. Prior’s monument I cannot fo eaﬁky pafs
over, becaufe ’tis meant to be magnificent, and

was defign’d to call upon the attention of man-
kind.
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kind. Undoubtedly few men had ever better title
to a fepulchral trophy than this author ; but ftili -
"I fhould have been more pleas’d if it had been
ere&ed at any other perfon’s charge, rather than
his own: ’tis extending our vanity beyond the
grave, and making the envy of mankind eter-
nal. As to the tomb itfelf, I muft be free e-
nough to confefs I am not intirely fatisfied with
it: his own buft, which is defign’d to be the
principal figure, is hurt by the whole ftatues on
either fide; and ’tis not to be queftion’d but 2
fimple urn, with the head on.a pedeftal over it,
would have had a finer effe€, and better deferv-
ed our admiration. The head itlelf is certainly
perform’d with great maftery, andis juftly e-
fteemed one of the beft things in England; and
yet if a little French embroidery on the cap,
‘and drapery, were fpared, I believe it would be
far from a difadvantage to it, becaufe it would
be then more a-kin to the chaftity and purity
of the Antique.

I believe every body that vifits the repofitory
of the illuftrious dead, cannot help looking
round, like me, for the divine Milton, and im-
mortal Shakefpear ; - names which are the honour
of their country, and yet have received no ho-
nour from it 5 names which every foreigner muft
enquire for, and mifs with regret and uneafi-
nefs to himfelf, and cenfure and difefteem to us:
that Milton, indeed, has been deny’d this pri="

vilege, I doa’t fo much wonder, becaufe he
oppos’d
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oppos’d the priefthood; an injury which they
can neither forget nor forgive: an injury that
the merit of half mankind united in one perfon
can never attone for, and which the fraternity

* will refent as long as the name of the aggrefior
furvives their malice and perfecution.

But this was nat Shake/pear’s cafe; a man
whofe works have been the bread of thoufands,
and the entertainment of whole nations for above
an age together 3 who was almoft the creator of
the Englifb ftage, and the fupport of it ever

fince ; and yet, notwithftanding all his own me-

rits, and the continued benefits he has been the -
inftrument of procuring others, not one honora-
ry ftone has diftinguifhed him among the fons of
the Mufes, nor one grateful line aéknowledgcd
the influence of his fuperior genius: a neglect
fo fhameful that it reflects in the fevereft manner,
both on thofe who have grown rich by his la-
bours, and thofe who have been -entertain’d fo
frequently with their reprefentations. '

Before we go into the inclos’d part of the
Abbey, ’twill be proper to ftop a moment at the
tombs on the left hand of the entrance: that of
Do&or Bufby’s is <certainly in a good tafte, and
well executed ; the figure is bold and free; ina
proper adtion, and very expreffive of the cha-
rader it reprefents; neither are the decoratiohs
much inferior. But that of Dr. Soutk’s is alto-
gether asbad ; ’tis only a parcel of good mar-
ble fpoil’d, and the ftatue even more fhocking

than
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than' the, original block it was' firft compofed
of Coulo
- Of each ﬁde of the collateral xﬂcs of the
choxr,;are three diftinét fpaces, which, if I mif-
take not,..were formerly us’d as chapels, and
confecrated to- particular faints, but now are only
repofitories of the dead, and .devoted to their -
monuments and infcriptions. I fhall touch upon
-what is temnarkable in eachof them quite roshd,
and referve -that of Henry, V1L to clofe my re-
marks on this part of ‘my fubject. ., ...

. In the firfk.of thefe, ‘on the right hand,:.you
have a.fample. of the antient Gothique magni-
" ficence; which was the higheft tafte ourance(-
tors ‘arriv’d at; that is to fay, a monument
which fpreads.overa vaft extent of fpace, centaing
a :prodigious . quantity ' of -the fineft marble, .. ig
adorn’d witha vaft variety of decorations, daz-
zles your eyes with a profufian of gildings, is a-
nimated with abundance of  infcriptions, and
yet, upon the whole, -appears an infignificant
heap, without form or order, beauty or under-
ftanding,: creating pity that fo much money,
time, - and labour fhould be thrown away, in-
ftead of exciting applaufé and admiration. .
- ‘What has been faid of this particular tomb
will fuit as well with all the reft in the fame
ftile; for tho’ they differ in pamculars they
are the fame upon. the whole,' and a fuperiority:
in hugenefs or expence, only calls upon the
fpeQtator for a feverer cenfure, and more poign-:

M - ant
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ant diffatisfation. - One abfurdity * efpecially,
which is common to them all, ought to be meft
tigoroufly condemn’d, which is, the graving
their -infcriptions in fo {mall a charatter,  and
placing them at fich a diftance- from 'the eye;
that they were ever as ineffetual, as if time
had effac’d them from the firft moment of - their
infestion, T T
.- Inthie laft of the:chapels on the right hand, ‘i¢
a fingle ftatue in-honour of one of ‘the Hoflefes s
which exprefles mote - juvenile fweetsiefs and
beauty  than any thing 1 ever fawof ‘the kind in
my life: if this figure has any faultiw charalter
and defign, tis in its being in & languid; fedentary
pofture, the’ clad in-armour, and defcti’d as
& here in his blooms ¢ to'be fure, 'an awtitude of
shore fpiric would -have been ‘more’ Ritable td
the perfon reprefented, would have ‘given the
frataary greater htitude to exert his genius, and
. &ccafion’d more fatisfaction in the fpe@ator too.

:Oppofite to' the door of this chapel; " is a
‘brazen buft of Sir. Robert Stapleton, .an’ author
of fome repute in the time of King Charles I.
which has fomething ‘in it very lively and pleaf-
ing ; and tho’ a judicious cye will eafily find it
idcortet; he will not fail of giving it fome de-
gree of praife notwithitanding. :

- Much  in the fame fituation, in the other ifle,
ig a bas-relief, in honour of one of the La Tours,
a family from Framce, which has a degree of
delicacy, both in the tale and expreffion, which

. 18
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is very g:ntertammg ’tis a mother lamennno over
her dead, or dying daughtgr, and the arn{’t has
been very happy in the execution: I could with
tho’ that the drapery had not been quite fo pro-
digally beftow’d, and that the folds had been
fewer, and more Gmple, '

On the other fide of che fame ifle, a ]xttle
lower down, is another Pnece of the fame na-
ture with this, which is the reafon I arrange them
togcther the ftory of that, is a Lady dying,
and her kufband, and feveral children weeping
round her: I can’t fay that the fcene is not
well enough difpos’d, and the paffions naturally
and properly exprefs’d ; byt ftill I think fuch lit-
tle tablatures as thefe, are fitter for 2 medal than
# monument ; and ought to be kept in a box,
rather than be expos’d to the open air: what is
aalculated to laft for any term of years, ought
to be compos’d of large and nervous parts, that
time might be the longer in hurting it, and that
it might have a better chance of challenging the
attention of pofterity.

I muft now go back again to the firft chape]
on the right haid, coming down the ifle, where
we fhall fee, at thc entrance, a figure leaning
on a mattrefs, which is admirably well executed,
but in the worft ftile almoft of any thing in the
Abkey: in a word, ’tis an exa& copy of the
drefs, and chara&er of the times, at the begin-
ning of the reign of King Charles 1. The
fpruce hair, curlPd whifkers, peinted beard,

M2 ftarch’d
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ftarch’d ruff, formal cloak, and large buttons,
are as carefully preferv’d, as if they were a-fit
ﬁandard of beauty for all future ages.

* Above this, and almoft out of fight, isa brazen
buft of a Lady, which deferves fome admiration,
both as it expreffes great ﬁmpllcxry and beauty,
and as tis finely ‘executéd foo: *tis true the drefs
and” manner of this are as much to be objected
to as the laft,” and have the fame cxcufe of mode
to plead in their Jufhﬁcatlon

+ Juft oppofite to the entrance, is a ftatue that
is difpofed with the moft eafe and freedom of any
thing T ever faw, and indeed has-no other bcauty
to recommend it. T don't recolle&t any thing
elfe remarkable in either of thefe chapels to take
farther ‘notice of ; for tho' they are crowded
with monuments, they are all fo execrably ill,
as 16 be even beneath cenfure : one modern La:
dy, indeed, in the next ‘chapel to\‘this, would
take it ill if I did not pay fomething like a com-
‘pliment to her: for fhe is dreft with fuch nicety,
fo lac’d, fo ruffled, and fo fervent in her devo-
tions too at the fame time, as if we were to be-
Jieve there was as much ceremony to be obferv-
ed m gaining admiffion into heaven, asat court,
on a.birth-day.

Some of my readers would perhaps take it
ill, if in chis place, and writing on the curio-
fities of the Abbey, I fhould not fay fomething
in honour of the fine wax-work figures which
are plac’d fo curioufly up and down this venera-

ble
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ble building; particularly the King Willmm
and Queen Mary, which have been latcly fo
amicably fhut up together in the fime box. To
oblige them therefore, and in compliment to
the Reverend Dean and Chapter, who per-
mit thefe noble decorations, ‘I will throw away a
moment or two in giving my opinion of them.
In the firft. place, therefore, with all fubmiffion
to better judgments, I think they are ridiculous
and unnatural in themfelves, exprefling neither
figure like ftatuary, nor colour like painting:
fecondly, I am humbly of opinion that they
would - become ‘a puppet-fhew better’ than 2
church, as making a mere farce of what fhould
be great and folemn: and, thirdly, I think them
highly injurious to the charaters they reprefent,
as thewing them like ]omted babies, to the ftupid
admiration of the vulgar, and the contempt of
~ men of fenfe; ‘inftead of ‘chara&erizing their
perfons, and perpetuating their virtues.

For all which, and many more reafons, I beg
leave 'to move that the whole prefent fet of
waxen worthies may be demolifh’d without be-
nefit of clergy, and that all their prefent patrons
and abettors may be fubftituted in their places
and that, as faftas any future Reverence fhould
endeavour to -feduce his brethren to the like
‘idolatry, he fhould be immediately chronicled
in wax, and fhewn with a cap and bells, to
diftinguifh the extént of his underftanding, and
the perfeQtion of his tafte.

o The

\
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The inclofure, hbehind the altar, common-
Iy known by the name of St. Edward’s chapel
has nathing remarkable in it but certain Go-
thique antiquities, - which are made facred by
traditign only, . and-ferve to excite a ftupxd admi-
ration in the vulgar
~ Theye is indegd, atthccndofdus place a
fort.-of - gate to the tomb of Hewry V. which
was intended for a piece of magnificence, and
po coft was. fpa.rcd to make it anfwer that defign ;
but the tafte of it is fo ynhappy, and the execu-
tion fo wretched, that it has not the leaft claim
to that charaer. The tomb of that Prince
challenges attention only becaufe *twas his, and
becaufe thc—ﬁacue on it has loft its head : to ac-
count far which fingular injury, we are told a ri-
dicyleys tale of its being filver, and that the va-
ue of it occafiened the facrilege.. .

One thmg, ’tis trye, we meet with in thxs
place, which merits.a peculiar regard ; that'i s, '
a weoden. chc[’c of bones, faid to be the remains
of Catbarme,, daughter of the King of France,
and confort <of Henry V.. If this account is
authentick, I think nothing can be a greater
viplation of decency, or more injurious to the
memary of fiuch illuftriaus perfonages, than to
" expofe their. reliques in fo licentions a manner,
and make a fhew of what once commanded re-
fpect and adoratiop. . If the clgx gy are advocates
-~ for the decency of burial, as-no deubt they are,
becaufe of the profits whxch attend it, .why

. don’t
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don’t thofe, who have this.chutch uwnder their
cate, cotfiply but with their .common tenexs,
and grant this dndulgence to.she ruiis of majes
fty? To be fure I can have no other anfiver-but
this, that they bury fome for gain, dnd Rﬁﬂe
they leave unburied for the fame redfor. = -

*Tis beyond centroverfy, that there isfome
thing extremely fhocking in -thig: ¥iolence- 6
thie fecrets of - aortality : the AMutiensshiad even a
fuperftitious regard for the dult of their: ancefs
wors, aid futely we are uader fbrhé ‘obligation o
treat. ours with good mannets:  und how the ree
verend Dean and Chapeer can redonicile thid prias
ciple with theit condu®, 1 leavt 10 the -mofk
learned cafuitt, among them, to determide, If
they would hearken to my humble :advice, thep
would not de f6 very inteat showorldly inereft)
as to neglet worldly repwtation’: ?eputanonfq
intereft too, - and fiuch trefpafes; ay thefe, . in the
eyes of meniof delicacy and: ahdm’cmdmg, arc
not. éxfily forgivenior forgo, \ -\ -

- The arch, at the entrance of “Hamry. Vl.hh’
chapel, is exeeeding grand and Sensmental : the
fteps underneath are a fine preparation for the
foone at landing, and the thoeerdobrs an admiraw
‘Ble expedient 16 tawour the. pafpa@ive within, =
but this, and: fevéral other beudties, are witerly
fpoil’d by the Ralls, which cutoff the collateral
#es of the chapel intirely, whd thereby fpoil
she beauty sid fyintnetry of che Whwole.
o A T The

-
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" The roof 'of: this ftru@ure is certainly ofte of
the fineft things ‘in the world, I mean in the
Gothique ftile : nothing can be in a better form,
or. more nchly decorated: perhaps had it been
more ﬁmple it had fhewn to.greater advantage ;
but ftill tis 3-wender that one continued clufter of
ornament- could be contriv’d to plcafe fo much,
and anfwer fo.well. M

- ‘Were the abfurd. partitions- mentioned abovg
thrown down,, the roof would appear ftill more
furprizing, ' and the area befare more fpaciaus
and_ proportionable: all thofe tombs which are
now fhut up in fuch a manner; . that:they are;ne
where to be feen: as they ought, - would then
come forward to-the eye, and-give:an additional
grandeur -and . folemnity to the fcee : the per-
{pective would he, ﬁncly brokey and every objefk
- properly terminate in the foundey’ s maufoleum,
as.the. principal.point of the whole, view.

- There are few tombs: in Egrape more famaus,
than that of Henry VIL neither indeed are thepe .
many which defesve to be more fo. The under-
taking, im-itfelf, was vaft and {urprizing, the
coft prodigiaus, and:the execution exceedingly
difficult and-laborious. - And yet the artift hag
fucceeded in it to admiration; there jis hardly a
part in it that i$ not.excellent,- from the chief fi~
gures to the: minuteft point of the decoranonh
the ftatues of ‘the King and Queen are grand
and noble, .agd the bas-relief op the fides belowy

beautiful and expreflive. 1 am of opinion the
workman,
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workman, whoever he was, was equal to the
nobleft fcheme of this nature, and would have
made a figure even amongft the Antients. What
a pity is it therefore that fuch a gepius, and fo
much art thould be lavith’d away on a thing en-
tirely out of tafte, and which, at the fame ex-
pence and ftudy, might have been. made the
wonder of the world! To explain myfelf farther
on this head, nothing can be more ftupid than
the laying ftatues on their backs, in fuch a fitu-
ation, that ’tis impoffible they fhould ever be
feen to advantage, and of courfe, thatall their |
- perfections muft be utterly thrown away. In
the next place, the brazen inclofure, which fur-
rounds this tomb, wonderful as it may be, con-
fider’d by itfelf, is a monftrous blemith, with
regard to the thing it was intended to preferve
and adorn; becaufe it rifes abundantly too high,
and intercepts the view intirely from the princi-
pal objects.

Without doubt, the ftatues of the King and
Queen, ought to have been in living attitudes,
ere®, and bold, and the decorating figures
thould have form'd a correfponding groupe,
which in every light, fhould have ftood the teft
of criticifm, and given the fpetator an intire
fatisfaction: a few more fteps too fhould have
been added to raife the foundation higher ; a
magpnificent arch might have beenthrownover all,
and the boundary below fhould have been only a
guide, not an incumbrance to the profpect.

N Yer,
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Yet, erroneous as the taftewof this fine monu-
ment may be, it may be call’d excellent to that
which prevail’d feveral years after in the reign
of King Fames 1. as may be feen by the wretch-
ed things, which were erected at his command,
to the memory of Queen Elizabeth, and his
mother, AMary Queen of Scotland: in thefe all
the blunders, that can be imagin’d, are colleét-
ed together: want of attitude and expreflion,
harmony and proportion, beauty and decorati-
on: nay, the very columns, which fupport
the fuperftruGure, are of different forts of mar-
ble, and, to make the figures fplendid and na-
tural, they are painted and drefs’d out to the
life, as if they were juft retir’d from a drawing-
room, and laid down there for a little repofe.

But thefe whims feem to be again out of re-
pute ia the reign of his fon, 'as appears by the
monuments of the Dukes of Richmond and Buck-
ingham: in thefe there are feveral fine figures in
brafs, and fomething like meaning and defign ;
tho’ even then they had not learned-to diftinguifh
the principal charaters, and place them in fuch
attitudes, as thould command the fpectator’s firft
and laft attention and regard. )

Both thefe faults are intirely avoided by Ryf-
brack, in the monument erected in the honour of
the late Duke of Buckingbam: there the Duke
himfelf is the principal figure in the groupe, and
tho’ he-is in a cumbent pofture, and his Lady,
in the moft beautiful manner, fitting at his feet,

yet
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yet her figure is charatteris’d in fuch a manner -
as only to be a guide to his, and both reflect
- back a beauty on each other. The decorations -
are exceedingly picturefque and elegant: the
trophy at his head, the figure of Zime above,
with the medals of his children, fill up all the
fpaces with fo great propriety, that as very little
could be added, nothing can be fpared. Ina
word, I have yet feen no ornament that has
pleafed me better, and very few fo well.

I will conclude my remarks on the Abbey,
with fome brief refletions on the ufe of fepul-
chral monuments in general, which will, at once,
ferve to illuftrate what has been faid on the tombs
already ere€ted, and likewife be of fome fervice
to the ftatuary in defigning thofe which may
fucceed hereafter.

However amiable fame may appear ta the
living, °’tis certainly no advantage to the dead:
whatcver dangers they have dared whatever
toils they have undergone, whatever difficulties
they have furmounted, the grave is deaf o
the véice of applaufe, and the duft of the noble
and vulgar fleep in the fame obfcurity together.
*Tis poffible the confcious fpirit may have an
idea of the honours that are paid to his afhes;
but ’tis much more probabie, that the profpect
of this imaginary glory, while he liv’d among
us, was all the. pleafure it ever could affard
him. I make this obfervation, becaufe moft
monuments are faid to be ereted as an honour to

N 2 the
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the dead, and the living are fuppos’d to be the
leaft concern’d in them: whereas on the contra-
ry, there are few but what were rather founded
in compliment ta the builder’s vanity, than in
refpeét to the name they are infcribed with.
One man’s fame is made the foundation of an-
other’s, in the fame manner with the gentle-
man’s, who order’d this fentence to be made
his epitaph 3 Here lies Sir Philip Sidney’s friend.
Some there are that mention only the names of
the perfons whofe duft they cover, and preferve a -
noble filence with regard to the hand who rais’d
them; but even here, the dead can receive no
benefit from fuch difinterefted affection; but
the living may profit much by fo noble an ex-
ample. Another thing that difpleafes me, is
the manner of the infcriptions, which frequently
miftake the very defign of engraving them, and
as frequently give the lye to themfelves. Ta
pore onc’s felf blind in guefling out Elerne
memorie facrum is a jeft, that would make He-
raclitus Jaugh; and yet moft of them begin in
that pompous tafte, without the leaft reflection
that brafs and marble can’t preferve themfelvc;;
irom the tooth of time ; and if men’s aiong
have not guarded their reputatlons, the proud-
¢ft monument would flatter in vain.
1 don’t fay thefe things becaufe I am an ene-
. my to the cuftom; fo far from it, no one can
admire it mare ; but what I intend is, to place
every thing on its right prmcxple, and recom-
mend
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mend the propereft means for the confequence.
*Tis certain there is not a nobler amufement in
the world, than a walk in Weftminfter Aboey,
among the tombs of heroes, patriots, poets,
and philofophers ; you are furrounded with the
‘fhades of jour great forefathers; you feel the
influence of their venerable fociety, and grow
fond of fameand virtue in the contemplation : ’tis
the fineft fchool of morality, and the moft beau-
tiful flatterer of the imagination in nature. I
appeal to every man’s mind that has any tafte
for what is fublime and noble, for a witnefs to
the pleafure he experiences on this occafion; -
and I dare believe he will acknowledge, that
there is no entertainment fo various, or fa in-
ftructive. For my own part, I have fpent many
an hour of pleafing melancholy in its venerable
walks ; and have been more delighted with the
folemn converfation of the dead, than the moft
fprightly fallies of the living. I have examin’d
the charaters that were infcribed .before me,
and diftinguifhed every particular virtue. The
monuments of real fame, I have view’d with_
real refpect; but the piles that wanted a cha-
ralter to excufe them, Iconfider’d as the monu-
ments of folly. I have wandered with pleafure
Into the moft gloomy recefies of this laft refort
of grandeur, to contemplate humane life, and
trace mankind thro’ all the wildernefs of their
frailties and misfortunes, from their cradles to -
their grave. I have refleted on the fhortnefs of

our
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our dutation here, and thatI was but one of the
millions who had been employ’d in the fame
manner, in ruminating on the trophies of mor-
tahty before me; thatI muft moulder to duft
in the fame manner, and quit the fcene to a
new generation, without leaving the thadow of
my exiftence behind me; that this huge fa-
brick, this facred repofitory of fame and gran-
deur, would only be the ftage for the fame per-
formances ; would receive new acceffions of no-
ble duft; would be adorn’d with other fepuichres
of coft and magnificence; would be crouded
with fucceffive admirers; and at laft, by the
unavoidable decays of time, bury the whole
colleGtion of antiquities in general obfcurity,
and be the monument of its own ruin.
- Yet in {pite of thefe fage reflections, this plain
profpect of general decay, I muft own, ’ts a
great pleafure to me to fee a new ftatue added
to the laft; to fee another name of glory in-
creafing the catalogue : ’tis a tafte I am parti-
cularly fond of, and what I congratulate the
prefent age for encouraging fo much. I am
always one of the firft to furvev a new monu-
ment, to criticife on its beauties, and point out
its defects. Ihave fometimes the pleafure of ob-
ferving a beauty, and often a fault in our mo-
dern artifts; and fhould be glad to take an oc-
cafion of applauding the firft, and mending the
laft. I would have all works of ornament per-
fc&ly beautiful and elegant; or elfe they difs
appoint
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appoint the very intent of their being. I would
have all flatuary, in a peculiar manner, excel-
~ lent. A polite people are motft diftinguifh’d as
fuch, by their buildings, their ftatues, and their

inferiptions 5 and I am forry to fay it, weare
generally defective in all. There is one noble
Lord amongft us indeed, who has taken great
pains, and been at vaft expence, in improving
our tafte in one of thefe particulars; but I don’c
find fo eminent an example has influenc’d many
more to an emulation of what has done him fo
much honour. In aword, fepulchral monuments:
fthould be always confider’d as the laft publick
tribute which is paid to virtup; asa proof of
our regard for noble charalters; and moft par-
ticularly, as an excitement to others to emulate
theé great example.” In a word, I can’t look
upon that which is raifed over the athes of Sir
Ifaac Newton in any other light: his honours
were all owing to his own merit; neither is it in
“the power of the fineft ftatue, or the fublimeft
infcription, to afford him any addition. Had
his remains refted without a name, like Milton,
or Shakefpear, or Shaftfbury, or Naffau, *twould
have been a new reproach to an ungrateful peo-
ple, but no injury to him. On the other hand,
the utmoft magnificence of funeral honours
would only be a credit to us, without doing him
any fervice. Having lately obferv’d that this
tately manfoleun had made the entrance into the
choir irregular; ’twas anfwer’d, that if we

waited
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waited for an egual name among the moderns to
make it uniform, ’twould hardly be fo to eter-
nity ; and if an inferior was to be rang’d with
him, ’twould be a difadvantage to both. ’Tis
moft certain, that there are few charaézers thac
approach any thing near to an equality, and the
many vain trials that have been made for his
epitaph, are the higheft compliment to his defert:
*tis a proof that language was too weak to ex-
prefs it, and hyperbole itfelf too faint for the
admiration that was due to his accomplithments.
Gray’s-Inn is certainly too confiderable a place
to be pafs’d over unobferv’d: but the notice we
fhall take of it, will be rather in compliment to
what it might have been made, not what it is
at prefent ; ’tis no more than a confus’d heap of
ugly buildings that have neither order, regula-
rity or conneion, and‘yet the ground they
ftand on was capable of all: they might have
had a fine, open front to the ftreet, and another’
to the gardexis, and that too with as little ex-
pence: but the tafte of our anceftors did not
feem to be altogether fix’d on beauty, and we
ourfelves make but very flow advances towards
a reformation. As to the gardens belonging
to this inn, they are certainly an advantage to
the ftudents there, and a convenience to the
town in general; and if they have not many
beauties to entertain you, they have few abfur=
dities to difguft you : ’tis true indeed they might
be made much better than they are, by keep-
: ing
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ing the viftas full of trees, the walks fmooth,
and the borders even. The mount and fummer-
houfe upon the top of it, might be made quite
delightful, and if the two portico's at the ends of
the terras, had been in tafte, they would have
given an air of magpnificence, which at prefent is
much wanting. I could with too that the piece
of ground, between the two terrafes and the
road, was made better ufe of by the fodiety,
than turning it into a kitchen-garden, as well as
that next Gray’s-Inn-Lane: thefe two {pots might
have been covered with trees, in the moft beau-
tiful manner, and fupplied with fountains, which
would make this place one of the moft delight-
ful fpots about town.

Bedford-Row is one of the moft noble ftreets
that Zondon has to boaft of, and yet there is not
one houfe in it which deferves the leaft attention :
even that fide of the way next the gardens, isre-
markable for nothing but its regularity; the
buildings themfelves being vpid of all fymmetry
and proportion, and in a tafte altogether Go-
thique and clumfy: yet after all, if the houfe,
which proje&s into the middle of the ftreet, and
fpoils the beauty of the whole vifta, were levell-
ed, we fhould forget this particular defect, to
admire the grandeur and length of the whole.

Ormond-fireet is another place of pleafure,
and that fide of it next the fields is, beyond
queftion, one of the moft charming fituations
about town, o
o Pywis-
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Powis-Houfe, at theend of it, is a building
of much beauty and elegance, the lower part of
it, in particular, has a very good claim to ap-
plaufe, but then the Attick ftory is monftrous,
out of proportion, and no way a-kin to tafte.
To this we may add, that the houfe itfelf is pent
up for want of room, and ftands greatly in need
of wings, to make it perfeét and compleat.-

LQueen’s-Square 4is an area of .a peculiar kind,
being left open on one fide, for the fake of the
beautiful landfcape, which'is form’d by the hills
of Highgate and Hampfead, tagether with the
adjacent fields; a delicacy which deferves fome
approbation, both as ’tis an advantage to the
inhabitants, and a beauty even with regard to
the fquare itfelf.

Southampton-Row is a ramge of buildings,
which feems to have been built only for the fake
of the profpect before it, and for fuch who pre-
fer no_ conveniency rto that, no fituation
can be more happy; but fer my own part,
1 fhould be uneafy in refiding there, for
want of fhelter from the wind in winter, and
the fun in fummer.

Blogmfbury-Square is at prefent remarkable for
nothing but its being a place capable of great
improvements: there is not -one’ tolerable houle
in it, and the area in the middle -is almoft as
much negle@ted as the buildings. The ground
on which the Duke of Bedford’s -houle now.

ftands is, beyond difpute, one of the fineft fitu-
' A ations
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ations in Europe for a palace, and I am not a lic-
tle griev’d to fee it fo wretchedly mifemployed.
In the firft place, it has one whole fide of a
fquare for a front, and the fquare itfelf would
~-ferve as a magpificent area before it : then there
is a grand ftreet juft oppofite to it, which
throws the profpe¢t of it open to Holborn, and
muft.excite the curiofity of every paffenger, to
regard and admire it. Then, ‘behind, it has the
advantage of moft agreeable gardens, and a
view of the country, which would make a ' re-
treat from town almoft unneceflfary; befide the
opportunity of exhibiting another profpet of
the building, which would enrich the landfeape,
and challenge new approbation.

*Twill be impoflible to pafs by the new church
of St. George, Bloomfbury, without giving ita
very particular furvey : ’tis built all of ftone, is
adorn’d with a pompous portico, can boaft
many other decorations, has been ftinted in no
expence; and yet, upon the whole, is ridiculous
and abfurd even to a proverb. The reafon is
this, the builder miftosk whim for genius, and
ornament for tafte: he has even err’d fo much,
that the very portico does not feem to be in the
middle of the church, and as to the fteeple, itis
ftuck on like a wen to the reft of the building ;
then the execrable conceit of fetting up the King
on the top of it, excites nothing but laughter in
the ignorant, and contempt in the judge. In
fhort, ’tis a lafting refleCtion on the fame of

Q.2 the
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the archite&, and the underftanding of thofe
who employed him.

Montague-Houfe has been long, but very ri- -
diculoufly efteem’d one of the moft beautiful
buildings about town: I muft own ’tis grand
and expenfive, will admit of very noble ranges of
apartments within, and fully anfwers all the dig-
nity of a Briti/b Nobleman of the firft rank:
but after I have allow’d this, I muft add, that
the entrance into the court-yard is mean and Go-
thique; more like the portal of a monaftery than
the gate of a palace, and the cupola over it is even
ftill more contemptible and abfurd: I am ready
to confefs the area fpacious and grand, and the
colonnade to the wings, graceful and harmoni-
ous; but then the wings themfelves are no way
equal to it, and the body of the houfe has no
other recammendation than merely its bulk,
and the quantity of fpaceit fills: it is my opini«
nion, that the height is not equal to the length,
and that the roof and garrets are both a load to
the fabrick, and abfurd in themfelves ; that the
windows are too large and numerous, that deco-
rations are wanting, and that the wholg front is
defetive both in beauty and variety.

The new church of St, Giles’s is one of the
moft fimple and elegant of the modern ftruc-
tures: it is rais’d at very little expence, has very
few ornaments, and little befide the propriety of
its parts, and the harmony of the whole, to ex:

" Gite attention, and challenge applaufe ; yet ftill
it
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it pleafes, and juftly too; the eaft end is both
- plain and majeftick, and there is nothing in the
weft to objet to but the fmallnefs of the doors,
and the poverty of appearance that muft neccffa-
rily follow. The fteeple is light, airy, and
genteel, argues a good deal of genius in the ar-
chite&, and looks very well both in comparifon
with the body of the church, and when tis con-
fider’d as a building by itfelf, in a diftant pro-
fpet. Yer after all I have caonfefs’d in favour of -
this edifice, I can’t help again arraigning the fu-
perftition of fituating churches due eaft and weft;
for, - in complaifance to this folly, the building
before us has loft a great advantage it might have
otherwife enjoy’d; I mean the making the eaft
end the front, and placing it in fuch a man-
ner, as to have ended the vifta of what is call’d
Broad St. Giles’s.; whereas, now, it is no where
to be feen with eafe to the eye, or fo, as Jutly
to comprehend the fymmetry and conne&ion of
the whole.

The fquare, cammonly call’d Sobo, is the
next place which claims any regard, and that
too, like moft of the other things of the like
nature, in this city, only becaufe it is a fquare ;
the buildings round it are not fcandalous, ’tis
true, but they have not the leaft pretenfions to
tafte or order : it has befide a little, contemptible
garden in the middle of the area, and a worfe
ﬁatue, if it be poﬁ'lble, in the middle of that.
The place, indeed, is not {o intirely neglc&ed

as
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as many others of the fame fort about town,
and ‘therefore deferves the lefs cenfure, if it is
not entitled to praife. My Lord Bateman’s
houfe, on the fouth fide, is built at a good deal
of expence, and was meant for fomething grand
and magnificent; but I am afraid the architect
had a very (lender notion of what either of them
meant: there is nothing very fhining in any
part of this ftructure; but if the lower order
could boaft of beauties ever fo exquifite, the up-
per is fo Gothique and abfurd, that it would de-
ftroy them all, and inveétive would get the
ftart of approbation.

Great Marlborougb Street is efteemed one of
the fineft in Europe ; butI think it can have this
charadter on no other account but its length and
breadth ; the buildings ‘on each fide being
trifling and inconfiderable, and the vifta ended”
neither way with any thing great or extraordi-
nary: a circumftance which ought to be always
confider’d, where the nature of the ground will
give it leave; for nothing can poflibly give a
greater advantage to the view, than fomething
beautiful or magnificent to terminate it; and
magpificence or beauty cannot be admir'd as
they ought, without a fuirable diftance to blend
all the parts together, and prefent the whole ta
the eye at once.

I can find no other fault with the Duke of
Queenfborough’s houfe, but that ’tis badly fitu-

ated, overagamﬁ adead wall, and in a lane
-~ - that
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that is unworthy of fo grand a building : to which
we may add, that it wants wings, and muft
ever do fo, becaufe there is not room to make
{o neceffary and graceful an addition. This fa-
brick is evidently in the ftile of Inigo Fones, and
not at all unworthy the fchool of that great maf-
ter: a beautiful imitation is of abundantly more.
value than a bad original; and he that could
copy excellency fo well, could not want a great
deal of his own.

The firft four houfes, oppofite to the Duke of
Queenfborough’s ftable-gate, are, beyond compari-
fon, in the fineft tafte of any common buildings
we can fee any where: without the leaft affeta-
tion of ornament, or feeming defign at any re-
markable elegance, they have all the elegance
that can be given to fuch a defign, and need
o ornament to make them remarkable. In a
word, I'would recommend this row as a fample
of the moft perfe¢t kind for our modern archi-
tects to follow ; and if .none of our {quares had
a worfe fet of edifices in them than thefe, we
fhould never regret the want of a better.

General #ade’s houfe, in the next ftreet paral-
lel to this, is a ftru&ture, which tho’ {mall, and
lictle taken notice of, is.one of the beft things
among the new buildings : the general defign, or
plan, is intirely chafte and fimple ; and yet the
execution is pompous and expenfive : indeed the
whole houfe is one continued clufter of orna-
ment, and yet there is no bedy ean fay there is
: too
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too much, or that he defires to have any part re-
mov’d out of the way : let me add, ’tis the on-
ly fabrick in miniature I ever faw, where deco-
rations were perfetly proportion’d to the fpace
they were to fill, and did not by their multipli-
city, or fome other miftake, incumber the
whole. '

There - is nothing in the whole prodigious
length of the two Bond-fireets, or in any of the
adjacent places, tho’ almoft all erected within
our memories, that has any thing worth our at-
tention ; feveral little, wretched attempts there
ate at foppery in building, but they are even

. too inconfiderable for cenfure.

There is fomething particular in the manner
of George-fireet, which deferves our attention
it being laid out fo confiderably wider at the
upper end, towards Hamover-[guare, that it
quite reverfes the perfpe@tive, and fhews the
end of the vifta broader than the begmnmg 3
which was calculated to give a nobler view of
the fquare itfelf at the entrance, and a better
profpect down the ftreet from the other fide:
both ways the effect anfwers the Intention, and
we have only to lament, that the buxldmgs them-
felves are not more worthy this pains to fhew
them to advantage. The weft-fide of Hanover-
Square is uniform, argues a very tolerable
tafte in the archite@t, and deferves a good deal
of approbation; but all the reft are intolerable,
and deferve no attention at all. -

1
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I muft own this, however, that the view
down George - firect, from the .upper fide
of the fquare, is one of the moft enterraining in
the whole city : the fides of the {quare, the area
in the middle, the breaks of building that form
the entrance of the vifta, the vifta itfelf, but,
above all, the beautiful projection of the porti-
co of St. George’s-Church, are all circumftances
that unite’ in beauty, and make the fcene
perfett. : \

If any thing is wanting, ’tis a graced build-
ing at the end of the vifta; and the chapel
which now ftands there, afforded a handfome
opportunity, even for adding this too, if the
undertakers had tafte or generofity enough to
make the beft ufe of it.

The church of St. Gearges is, at leaft, one
of the moft elegant in London : the portico is
ftately and auguft, the fteeple handfome, and
“well proportion’d, and the north and eaft pro-
fpects very well worth a fincere approbation :
but even this ftructure is no where to be feen,
but in profile, as mentioned above, tho’ fitu-
ated in the very centre of the vifta that leads to
Grofvenor-fquare, and were it not for two or
three intervening houfes, would be feen in the
nobleft point of light in the world. In fhort,
it would fill the eye quite from the other fide
of that fquare in all its perfection; and I leave

any one to judge to what fuperior advantage it
p would
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would then appear, and how many more. beau-
ties it would add to, the profpect. ‘
- We muft now crofs the road to Oxford, or
Cavendif-fguare 5 - 1 am uncertain by which of
thofe names it is. moft properly diftinguifh’d,
and there we fhall fee the folly of attempting
great things, before we are fure we can accom-
plith little ones. Here ’tis, the modern plague
of building was firft ftayed, and I think the
rude, unfinifh’d figure of this project fhould
deter others from a like infatuation. When we
fee any thing like grandeur or beauty going for-
ward, we are uneafy till *tis finith’d, but when
we fee it mterrupted or intirely laid afide, we
- are not only angry with the difuppointment, but
the author too: I am morally affur’d that more
people are difpleas’d at feeing this fquare lie in
its prefent neglected COﬂdlL'lOD, than are enter-
tain’d with what was meant for elegance or
ornament in it. To be free, no body fhould
undertake things of this publick nature, with-
out refolving to go thro’ with them; for the
declining it afterwards is fo notorious, thatthe
whole world has occafion to blame it, tho’ few
or none can be fufficiently acquainted with the
motives, fo as either to defend or abfolve.

Itis faid, the imperfet fide of this {quare was
laid out for a certain Nobleman’s palace, which
was to have extended- the whole length ; and
that the two detach’d houfes, which now ftand
at each end of the line, were to have been

the
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the wings; Iam apt to believe this can be no
other than a vulgar miftake, for thefe ftruc-
tures, tho’ exadtly alike, could have been no way
of a piece with any regular or ftately building ;
and ’tis to be prefum’d this Nobleman would
have as little attempted any other, as he would
have left any attempt unfinifh’d.

The houfe of the late Lord Bingley, on the
weft fide of the fquare, is one of the moft fin-
gular pieces of architecture about town ; in my
opinion ’tis rather like a convent than the refi-
dence of a man of quality, and feems more a
copy of fome of Poyffin’s landfcape-ornaments,
than a defign to imitate any of the genuine
beauties of building. I may be miftaken per-
haps in my opinion, and what I efteem Go-
thique, heavy and fantaftick, may really be har-
monious, light and elegant: fo I leave the deter-
mination of it to better judges. :

I have now brought this painful furvey al-
moft to an end, and am not a little pleas’d on
that account: it was not fo cafy a tafk as I at
firft imagin’d, and whoever will make it their
guide to meafure the fame ground, will be of
the fame opinion: huge indeed as this city is,
the toil of examining it from place to place, is
the leat ;- for a building eught to be view'd fe-
veral .times before we come 0 a conclufion,
either with regard to its faults or beauties:. part
of that trouble this Review was defign’d so fave,
and if it will not polifh the tafte, or reform

P2 the
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the judgment, ’twill ferve however as an index
to the Publick Buildings, &c. and peint out to
the ftranger whatevcr is worthy of his at-
tention. .
Grofvenor-fquare is not only the laft addition
which has been made to the town, but the laft
in fituation too ; and as *tis geaerally underftood
to be the fincft of all our fquares, I am forry I
have the opportunity to fay it has fo few advan-
tages to recommend it, and that the publick is
difpos’d to like thefe few fo well: I have fre-
quently obferv’d already, that magnificence
fhould never be attempted ; it ought always ta
be perfe&t and compleat, or elfe the very eflay
mocks the builder, and excites ridicule inftead
of admiration. . This is the cafe of Grofvenor-
fquare; it was meant to be very fine, but has
mifcarried very. unfortunately in the execution :
_ there is no harmony or agreement in the parts
which compofe it, neither is there ohe of thofe
parts which can. make us any thing like amends
for the irregularity of the whole. The triple
houfe, of the north fide, is a wretched attempt
at fomething extraordinary 3 but [ hope not ma~
ny people, befide the purchafers, are deceiv’d
in their opinions of its merits; for ’tis not only
bad in itfelf, but in its fituation too; had it been
in the centre of the line, there would have been
fome excufe for the project, but as’tis almoft in
one extreme, there can be no plea remaining ;

unlefy
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unlefs the view of taking in fome young heir
to buy it, at a great rate, may be allow’d ope,

The eaff fide is the only regular one of the
four, and is undoubtedly much the moft elegant
for that reafon ; but then even this is not in tafte,
and neither the houfe in the middle, nor the two
which ferve as wings, have any thing remarka-
ble to recommend them, tho’ the builder feems
to defign they fhouvld: the pediment over that
in the middle, particularly, is proportion’d only
to the breadth of that houfe, and not the en-
tire line 5 whereby it appears that the artift for-
got his firft defign, of making this the main’
body to the whole.

The other two fides are little better than a
collection of whims, and frolicks in building,
without any thing like order or beauty, and
therefore deferving no farther confideration,

As to the area in the midft : ’tis certainly
laid out in a very expenfive tafte, and hitherto
kept with great decency and neatnefs : the mak-
ing it circular is new in defign, and happy in ef-
fect: the ftatue in the centre makes a very good
appearance in profpe&, and is a fine decoration :
but, in itfelf, is no way admirable, or deferving
applaufe. The inclofure round this area is clum-
fey, and the brick-work not only fuperfluous,
but a blemifh to the view it was intended to pre-
ferve and adorn.

I have often wonder’d that, in the number
of fquares, which adorn this city, no builder e.

ver
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ver thought of ‘an o&angular one ; Iam fully
perfuaded that it would make a nobler figure
than any we have feen yet, and is capable of
greater beauties: ’tis to be obferv’d tho’, that k
would not have it broke at the angles, for the
fake of the ftreets or entrances, becaufe that
would fpoil the theatrical appearance of the
whole: I would rather chufe to have all thofe in-
lets under an arch, in the centre of each parti-
cular fide, and if the fuperftrutture was elevated
proportionably, in- a grand and noble ftile,
what was principally meant as a conveniency,
wauld prove one of the moft magmﬁccnt orna-
ments in the world.

I would not be'underftood here, as recom-,
mending any farther additions to this mighty me-
tropolis ; no, I am of opinion the head is alrea-
dy much too bigfor the body, and therefore

“its farther growth cannot be check’d too foon.
But this I leave to the determination of wifer
heads than mine.

I fhall clofe this ¢fay with fome remarks on
architelture in general; which I find ready
drawn to my hand in the preface to a book late-
ly. publifh’d, ynder the title of The BUIL D-
"ER’s DICTIONARY*. A book which
contains the elements of the whole art,. and
which *tis neceffary every judge, as wellas ar-

uf’c Ihould underftand.
Archi-

" * This is the Diffionary recommended .by Mefl: Hawk:
me;r, Fames, and Gibbs.
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Architeiture is one of thofe arts which neceffi-
ty has made univerfal : from the time that men
firft felc the inclemencies of the feafons, it had
its beginning; and accordingly it has fpread
wherefoever the feverities of the climate demand-
ed fhelter or fthade: it is to be traced in the In-
dian’s hut, and the Icelander’s cave; and ftill
fhews, in thofe barbarous parts of the globe,
from what mean original it ‘rofe to its prc&m:
glory.

As diftrefs was the parem: of it, fo conve-
nience was the firft object it regarded: magni-
ficence and decoration were the refult of fome
long refinement, and.defigned to flatter the of-
tentation of the owners: politenefs is but 2 more
delicate term for luxury ; and wasit not natural
for men to grow wanton with eafe and affluence,
all the fciences in general had laid inactive, nor
ever ftarted into being.

*Tis eafy to conclude from hence, that coz-
wvenience fhould ftill be the builder’s firft view :
every ftruCture is rais’d to anfwer fome particu-
Jar end ; and the moft obvious and fimple means
are always the beft 10 obtain it. When fuch
a plan as this is uniformly and confiftendy- laid; "
#when all its ufes may be comprghended at a
fingle glance, and all ‘appear undeniably
reafonable and perfet; then the artift is at Ji-
berty to add grandeur and elegance to- firength
and propriety, - and fipith the whole with the
ful} fplendour of beauty and grace. A
: By
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By this divifion of architefture into beauty
and ufe, it will be demonttrable to every reader,
that *tis partly an art, and partly a fclences
that the firft is mechanical, and the laft the re-
fult of genius and fuperior underftanding: one
calls in all the aid of fancy and imagination,
grows poctical in defign, and picturefque in de-
coration 3 the other lays down fix’d and ftated
rules, proceeds in the fame invariable tra@ of
reafoning, and comes always to,the fame con-
clufions. Hence it happens, that many an ex-
cellent workman has proved himfelf a mere me-
chanick ; and many a furprizing genius, that he
was ignorant of the very principles of the art
‘he made it his profeflion to underftand. To
smake a thorough mafter, both muft be united ;
for the propriety of a plan is feldom attended to,
- and feldomer underftood ; and a glaring pile of
beauty, without ufe, mocks the pofiefior with a
dream of grandeur he can never enjoy.

After this fhort introduction, the author pro-
ceeds to point out what are the true foundations
of this noble art, and begins firft with aritbme-
tick, as being the ground-work of menfuration,
either as to extent or folidity, as being the me-
dium of all calculations, and the only road
to any degree of prattical knowledge in the
mathematicks.

Geometry follows in the next place, and is in-
deed the foundation that all ftudents muft build
upon, fince *tis impoffible to attain to any per-

fetion
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fe€tion in architefture without it: ’tis gecmetry
that lays down all the firft principles in build-
ing, that adjufts all bearings and proportions,
and meafures points, angles, and folidities. In
thore, there is ho being a mafter of architecture,
without being perfect in all the parts of geometry
and he that is fo, tho’ he may err in decora-
tion, can never do the fame, either in frength
or proportion.

Mafonry, or the mechanical means of raxﬁng
“perpendiculars, turning arches, ereting bridges,
and forming ftair-cafes, is another branch of
this art, and muft be underftood with great ac-
curacy and readinefs; as being the execution
of the whole which the ftudent defires to
learn.

Le'vellzng and Hydraulzck.t, are llkcwxfc of
great importance to the builder: ‘the firft at
once “enabling him to underftand good fituatis-
ons, or amend them if they are otherwife: and
the laft, of courfe, dlre&\mg the conveyance of
water, the draining of low grounds; and teach-
ing the whole fecrets of colleCting refervoirs, or
afterwards employing them to the beft advan-
tage. In fhorr, on thefe depend both the’ne-
cefary ufe of water for family fupply, and
alfo all the beautiful effe@s that can refult
from it in gardens, by balons, fountains, cals
cades, &e. :

Mechanicks 13 another effential 1n this noble
art. *Tis by underftanding their power and

Q effedt,
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effe€, thatf{uch machines are contriv’d, asalone
are able to raife up the heavy materials to build-
ings of any confiderable height, or empty wa-
ters from a bottom, or drain a level, or force
them upwards, as art would dire&, or neceflity
require,

Thefe, with the art of jfetching and drawing,
are all the different branches of ftudy which are
neceflary to form a compleat mechanical archi-
tet. But when he is thoroughly initiated in
them all, fo as not to err, even in princi- -
ples or prattice, if he cannot add as much
knowledge more of his own, in their ufe and ap-
plication, he will be fit for nothing more than
the overfeer of a work, or a judge of the
mere methods to carry on and finith the
whole.

The fcience of defigning is ftill wanting to
form a great mafter, or produce fuch plans-as
would vie with the antient beauties of Greece
and Rome. But if this is not in the genius,’ it is
never to be learn’d. - To be able to-enterinto
this fecret, the ftudent muft have great natu-
ral .parts, a noble and fruitful imaginatior; a
thorough infight and acquaintance with beauty,
and judgment fedate and cool enoygh to forma
juft and delicate tafte. Without tafte, even ge-
nius itfelf wanders blindfold, and fpends itfelf in
vain. Genius is, indeed, the firft quality of
the foul; but tafte muft be added, or we
fhall cenfure the wﬂdncfs, inftead of admiring

the °
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the beauty ; we fhall be diffatisfied with the ir-
regularity, inftead of being pleafed with the
magpificence.

But tho® genius cannot be learn’d, it may be
improv’d: and tho’ the gift of defigning is born
with a man, it may be methodized by {’cudy
and obfervation.

The principal points, therefore, that the de-
Sfigner thould have in view, are firft convenience,
as has been hinted at already, and then beauty
and magpificence., With regard to convenience,
few direCtions can be given, fince it means no
more than contriving all the requifites belong-
ing to your plan, in the moft clear and elegant
manner, and then laying out the fpace they are
to be ranged in with the moft perfeét order and
oeconomy. As to beauty and magpnificence,
they are themes never to be exhaufted ; and tho’
many volumes have been written on them al-
ready, as many more might ftill be added.

Simplicity is generally underftood to be the
ground-work of beauty, and decoration of
magnificence. ’Tis certain, the fewer partsa
building is compofed of, if they are harmonized
with elegance and proportion, the more beauti-
ful it appears: the eye is beft fatisfied with fee-
ing the whole at once, not in travelling from
object to object; for then the whole is compre-
hended with pain and difficulty, the attention is
broken, and we forget one moment what we

had obferved another.
Q.2 Bu
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~ But a comtraft of figure muft be preferved
even in the midft of this fimplicity *Tisina
building, as in mufick ; the parts are various
and difagreeing in themfelves, till reconcil’d by
the fkill and judgment of the mafter. A
famenefs of form betrays a poverty of imagina-
tion; and is the fame in architeCture, as dul-
nefs in writing : the mind is glutted with it in-
ftantly, and turns away diffatisfy’d. It is there-
fore a principal thing to be regafded by the ftu-
dent, to defign fimply and vagioufly at the fame
time, and beauty will infallibly be the refult of
the whole. . ;

Perfpective is another grand part of defign-
ing; which demands the mafter’s moft critical
regard, in as much as nothing contributes mare
“to grandeur and beauty, if well underftood ;'
and nothing is underftood with more difficulty
and ftudy. By perfpective, is commonly meant
the thorough infide profpe& of a building: but
if it can’t be applied with propriety to the art,
we would take the liberty of fubftituting the
painter’s ward kecping in the ftead of it. Forin
all buildings, asin pictures, there muft be one
 principal figure, to which all the others muft be
fubordinate ; and from whence you muft fet out
to examine the parts, and to which you muft
return to determine the whole.

Decoration, or choice and difpofition of orna-
ments, is the laft grand requifite to make a
compleat archite¢t: and this depends partly on

genius,
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genius, and partly on fancy ; but both muft be
under the conduét of the fevereft judgment
and exa€left tafte. In fhort, all ornaments are
ill-plac’d, that may be fpared without being
miffed; as all empty fpaces are abfurd,” where
nakednefs hurts the eye, ‘and propriety would
admit of decoration.

We can’t fufficiently rccommend to all per-
fons, who build fumptuoufly, to calculate their
buildings according to the point of light from
whence they are to be viewed. If they may, or
fhould be feen from far, their parts fhould be
fimple, great, and noble; if the profpeét is
near, the workmanfhip fhould be neat and lit-
tle, that it may be feen and underftood, as the
nature of its fituation will give leave.

Upon the whole, nothing but nature, and a
long ftudy of the antient and modern ftructures,
will enrich the mind fufficiently to excel in this

noble art; and this difionary will be founda
proper key to explain their beauties, as well as °

a needful caution to avoid their defeéts,
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ILD-HALL is fituated very
happily, ‘in fight of the moft fre-
Juented thoruglifare, in the whole
‘ity, and at the end of.a very t0-
i¢rable vifta, Wthh Ihews the build-
ing in the moft favourable 1 manner but at pre-
fent, the front of it has not much title to this
advantage: ’tis old and Gothique, and has no
great matter in it either of defign or cxegﬂhon
Thc hall within, I acknowledge a very‘ fine
room, allowing for the tafte ’tis built in; . but
then the entrance fhould have been at the Tower
end, and not in the middle ; ‘for by this rheans
all the beauty ‘of theperfpeé‘twe isloft. Another
material defe@ In it, is this: the afcent of fteps on
the other fide, is not: exactly oppofite to the gate,
as it oucht to bé, both for the fake of regulanty
and beauty s atid4f thofe twé execrable giants, on
each fide of it, were taken down, ’twould ar-
gue more tafte in thofe who deftroyed them,
tsan thofe who fet them up.
‘ 1
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\ I' fhould have been quite unpardonable, in not
“mentioning Surgeon’s-Hall and Theatre: both, as
I think, built by JTnigo Fones; and sho’ moft ob-
fcurely fituated, better deferving notice and re-
gard, than many glaring piles, wluch have the
advantage of being more publick. The hall
_ is plain, but elegant; the arch at the entrance
“ beautiful, and the alcove, at the end, in the
.moft perfect tafte. The theatre is beyond dif-
pute a mafterpiece, and tho® as fimple as ’tis pof-
fible, both in defign and finithing, fruitful in
beauties, and affording the fpectator the high-
eft fatisfattion.  If I don’t very much miftake,
thefe edifices were repair’d and beautified by the
direction, and at the expence of my Lord Bur-
lington. A compliment not greater than is due
to Inigo Fones 5 but the greateft any modern can
receive, or any modern beftow.

F1INTIS
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