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THE CITIES AND CEMETERIES

OF

ETRURIA.

CHAPTER XXX.
CIVITA VECCHIA—CENTUM CELLZ.

Ad Centumcellas forti defleximus Austro;
Tranquilld puppes in statione sedent.
Molibus sequorenm concluditur sinphitheatrum,
Angustosque aditus insula facta tegit ;
Attollit geminas turres, bifidoque meatu,
Faucibus arctatis pandit utrumque latus.
Nec posuisse satis laxo navalia portu,
Ne vaga vel tutas ventilet aura rates.
Interior medias sinus invitatus in edes
Instabilem fixis a¥ra nescit aquis.
Roumiures. T, 7 ’/'

WHOEVER has approached the Eternal City from the sea
must admit the fidelity of the above picture. As Civita
Vecchia was 1400 years since, so is it now. The artificial
island, with its twin-towers at the mouth of the port ; the
long moles stretching out to meet it ; the double passage,
parrowed almost to a closing of the jaws; the amphi-
theatre of water within, overhung by¥the houses of the
town, and sheltered from every wind—will be at once
recognised. It would seem to have remained in sfafu
quo ever since it was built by Trajan. Yet the original

VOL. II. B



2 CIVITA VECCHIA. [cmar. xxx.

town was almost utterly destroyed by the Saracens
in the ninth century ; but when rebuilt, the disposition of
the port was preserved, by raising the moles, quay, and
fortress on the ancient foundations, which are still visible
beneath them.!

It is possible, in ancient times; when the ruler of the
world made it his chosen retreat, and adorned it with his
own virtues and the simple graces of his court, that Cen-
tum Cellez may have been, as Pliny found it, “a right
pleasant place ”—locus peryucundus.® Now, it is a paradise
to none but facchini and doganieri. What more wearisome
than the dull, dirty town of Civita Vecchia ? and what
traveller does not pray for a speedy deliverance from this
den of thieves, of whom Gasperoni, though most renowned,
is not the most accomplished ?  Civita is like “love, war,
and hunting,” according to the proverb—it is more easy to
find the way in, than the way out. You enter the gates,
whether on the land or sea-side, without even a demand for
your passport ; but to leave them, you must pass through
the hands of a score of custom-house officers—a fingering
which tends neither to brighten the countenance nor to
smooth the temper. This is owing to Civita being a
free port—a privilege which, in conjunction with steam-
traffic, renders it the only thriving town in the Papal
State, pre-eminently—till the quickening sun of Pius IX.
rose upon it—the land of stagnation.

It does not appear that an Etruscan town occupied this
site. Yet relics of that antiquity are preserved here, some

} There are other remains of the
Roman town on the shore without the
walls ; and the aqueduct which supplies
the town with water is said to be erected,
for the most part, on the ruins of that
constructed by Trajan. On the shore,
at this spot, was discovered that colossal

arm in bronze now in the Gregoriam
Museum, which, though of the time of
Trajan, is said to “ surpass perhaps in
beauty all ancient works in this metal
with which we are acquainted.” Bulk
Inst. 1837, p. 5.

* Plin. Epist. VI. 31.



cmar. xxx.] ETRUSCAN RELICS AT CIVITA VECCHIA. 3

in the Town-hall, mostly from Corneto,® and some in the
house of Signor Guglielmi, an extensive proprietor of land
in the Roman Maremma,* besides a collection of vases,
bronzes, and other portable articles in the shop of Signor
Bucci, in the Piazza, whom I can highly recommend for
his uprightness and moderate charges.

Three miles from Civita Vecchia, on the road to Corneto,
at a spot called Cava della Scaglia, Etruscan tombs have
been opened,® which seem to have belonged to the neigh-
bouring Alge, though that place is known to us only as a
Roman station.® Its site is marked by Torre Nuova, on
the sea shore, three miles from Civita.” The country tra-
versed on the way to Corneto is a desert of undulating
heath, overrun with lentiscus, myrtle,and dwarf cork-trees—

3 These have been placed here only
since 1843 ; and consist of sarcophagi
of menfro with recumbent figures on the
lids, recently found in the Montarozzi ;
and half a dozen female heads in stone,
painted in imitation of life, and very
Egyptian in character. Besides these,
there are sundry Roman cippi and
monumental tablets, among which will be
found the names of Pompeius and Cee-
sennius—families of Tarquinii, as has
been already shown (Vol. I. pp. 307,
368)—Veturius, which answers to the
Velthur in the Grotta delle Iscrizioni
(Vol. 1. p. 340)—and several milestones,
probably of the Via Aurelia.

4 The collection in the house of Signor
Guglielmi is composed of articles found
apon his own lands. One of the most
remarkable objects is an urn of nenfro,
found near Montalto, in 1840. It isin
the form of a little temple, supported on
Tonic-like columns, with a moulded door-
way at one end,and a male figure, in
relief, holding a wand and patera, at the
other—probably representing the de-
ceased, whose name is inscribed in

Etruscan charactersaround him. Inthe
opposite tympanum is & human head set
in & flower ; and the angles of the
pediments rest on lions’ heads. Micali,
Mon. Ined. pp. 403—7, tav. LIX.

§ Excavations were made here in 1830
by Signor Bucci, but with no great suc-
cess. His attention was drawn to the
spot by a Figaro of Civita Vecchia, who,
fifteen years previous, had found there
a shoe of bronze, which he had esteemed
of no value, till a foreigner entering his
shop, seized upon it and carried it off,
leaving a napoleon in the palm of the
astonished barber.

¢ Mentioned inthe Maritime Itinerary.
Ut supra, Vol. 1. p. 888.

7 Three miles to the north-east of
Civita Vecchia, on the road to the Allu-
miere, are the Bagni di Ferrata, the hot
springs lauded by Ratilius (I. 249) as
the Thermae Tauri, and identical with
the “ Aquenses cognomine Taurini,”
mentioned by Pliny (ITL. 8) in his cata-
logue of Roman Colonies in Etruria,
which has inconsiderately been referred
to Acquapendente. See Vol. L. p. 501.

B2
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the haunt of the wild boar and roe-buck.® Corneto is so
eagy of access, the thirteen miles from Civita Vecchia are
so rapidly accomplished, that the traveller who enters the
Papal State by that port, should make a point of visiting
the painted tombs of the Montarozzi, which will open to
him clearer and more comprehensive views of the early
civilization of Italy than he can derive on any other site,
and which form an excellent introduction to the works of
ancient art in Rome.

8 About half-way, or before reaching are said to be tombs and fragments of
Le Mole, a little to the right of theroad, ancient walling; but I have had no
is a spot called Piano d’Organo, where  opportunity of verifying this report.

APPENDIX TO CHAPTER XXX.

—_—

THE ancient sites on this coast, between Rome and Centum Cellee, are
thus given, with their distances, by the Itineraries :—

ANTONINE ITINERARY,

(Via Aurelia.) (Via Aurelia.)
Roma Roma
Lorium XIL Lorio XII.
Ad Turres X. Bebiana —
Pyrgos XII. Alsium VI.
Castrum Novum VIIL Pyrgos X.
Centum Cellas V. Punicum V.
Castro Novo VIIII.

MariTIME ITINERARY. Centum Cellis 1L
Roma
In Portum XVIIIL AROTHER MARITIME ITINRRARY.
Fregenas VIIIL Portus Augusti
Alsium VIIIIL. Pyrgos XXXVIIIL.
Ad Turres TIIIL. Panapionem 111.
Pyrgos XIL Castrum Novum VIL
Castrum Novum VIIL Centum Cellas V.

Centum Cellas VIIL.

PEUTINGERIAN TABLE.



CHAPTER XXXI.

SANTA MARINELLA.—PUNICUM.

I wandered through the wrecks of days departed,
Far by the desolated shore.

SHELLEY. VSN

FEW roads in Italy are more frequented, and none are
more generally uninteresting, than that from Civita
Vecchia to Rome. He who approaches the Eternal City
for the first time, has his whole soul absorbed in her—in
recollections of her ancient glories, or in lively concep-
tions of her modern magnificence. He heeds not the
objects on the road as he winds along the desert shore, or
over the more desolate undulations of the Campagna, save
when here and there a ruined bridge or crumbling tower,
in melancholy loneliness, serves to rivet his attention more
fixedly on the past. How should he ? He has Coriolanus,
Scipio, Cicero, Horace, and a thousand togaed phantoms
before his eyes; or the dome of St. Peter’s swells in
his perspective, and the treasured glories of the Vatican and
the Capitol are revealed to his imagination. The scattered
towers along the coast, to his view are simply so many
preventive stations or forts, and, with the inns by the
way-side, are mere mile-stones—indices of the distance he
has travelled and has yet to travel, ere he attain the desire
of his eyes. And truly, as far as intrinsic beauty is con-
cerned, it would be difficult to find in Italy a road more

T Cunsl
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unattractive, more bleak, dreary, and desolate; and to one
Jjust making an acquaintance with that land of famed ferti-
lity and beauty, as so many do at Civita Vecchia, nothing
can be more disappointing. Moreover, it is the road to
Rome, and is therefore to be hurried over with all possible
speed of diligence or vettura. Yet are there spots on this
road full of interest, both for their history, associated with
that of Rome, and for the relics they yet contain of the
past ; and the traveller whose curiosity has been some-
what allayed, and who can look from the Imperial City to
objects around her, will find along this desert sandy shore,
or among the low bleak hills inland, sites where he may
linger many a delightful hour in contemplation of “the
wrecks of days departed.”

Two miles and a half from Civita Vecchia, by the road-
side, near a tower called Prima Torre, are two large
barrows, which, from a slight excavation a few years since,
are thought to give promise of valuable sepulchral furniture.

About five miles from Civita Vecchia, the solitary tower
of Chiaruccia marks the site of Castrum Novum, a Roman
station on the Via Aurelia. All we know of it is that it
was a colony! on this coast,® and that, with other neigh-
bouring colonies, it reluctantly furnished its quota to the
fleet which was despatched in the year 563 (B.c. 191)3

} Liv. XXXVI. 8; Plin. II1. 8; Ptol.
Geog. p. 68, ed. Bert.

3 Mela. II. 4.

3 Liv. loc. cit. The Castrum Inui of
Virgil (En. VL. 776), which was on the
ooast of Latium, seems to have been
confounded by Servius (ad loc.) and by
Rutilius (I. 232) with this Castrum
Novum in Etruria—the former a place
of great antiquity, the latter probably
only of Roman times. But Miiller
(Etrusk. II1. 8, 7) thinks from Ratilius’

mention of an ancient figure of Inuus
over a gate at Castrum on this coast,
that the god may have been worshipped
at both sites. Inuus wasa pastoral deity,
equivalent to Pan, or Faunus, says Ser-
vius. Holstenius (Annot.ad Cluver p.35)
and Mannert (Geog. p. 375) took Sta
Marinella for Castrum Novum, though
Cluver (II. p. 488) had previously indi-
cated the ruins at Torre di Chiaruccia
to be the site—an opinion which is now
universally admitted to be correct.
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against Antiochus the Great. In the time of Rutilius it
was in utter ruin—absumptum fluctuque et tempore.*

Two miles and a half beyond, the road crosses the
shoulder of a low headland, on which stand a few buildings.
This promontory half embraces a tiny bay, with some
ruins of a Roman mole or breakwater. A few fishing-
boats are drawn up on the beach; the half-draped tawny
fishermen are sitting beneath their shade, mending their
nets ; and two or three similar craft, with their latteen
sails glistening like snow in the sunbeams, are gliding
with swan-like motion over the blue waters. The hamlet
is called Santa Marinella, and is supposed to mark the site
of Punicum, a station on the Via Aurelia.® A few furlongs
beyond, in a field by the road-side, are many traces of
Roman habitation, probably marking the site of a villa.
Here on the shore are a couple of ancient bridges standing in
picturesque ruin near the road, and marking the course
of the Via Aurelia along the coast. Excavations have
been made of late years in this neighbourhood by the
Duchess of Sermoneta, and many remains of Roman
magnificence have been brought to light.®

Were the traveller now to retrace his steps from Sta
Marinella for about a mile towards Civita Vecchia, and
cross the heath to the extremity of the range of hills

4 Ratil. I. 227.

¢ Punicum is mentioned only by the
Peutingerian Table. Nibby (Dintorni
di Roma, II. p. 313) thinks it must have
taken its name from some pomegranate
(malum punicum) which flourished here,
or from some heraldic device of this
character ; but it is more likely to
have arisen from the association of
the place with the Carthaginians, as
Lanzi (Seggio, II. p. 61) suggests.
Claver (II. p. 497) thinks it identical

with the Panapio of the Maritime Itine-

rary.

¢ In the winter of 1837, on the shores
of the little bay, were found remains of
baths and other buildings, with mosaic
pavements, together with a singular
column, and a beautiful statue of Me-
leager, now in the Museum of Berlin,
Mon. Ined. Inst. III. tav. LVIII. For
further notices, see Bull. Inst. 1838, p. 1;
1839, p. 85 ; 1840, p. 115; Ann. Inst.
1843, p. 237, et 9eq.
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which here rise from the coast, he would find some
remains of far prior antiquity to those at Santa Marinella,
and which prove the existence of a long-forgotten Etruscan
town or fortress on this spot. Let him ask for the
“ Puntone del Castrato,” or “Sito della Guardiola,” and he
may obtain a guide at the little osteria of Santa Marinella.
I know not what induced the Duchess of Sermoneta to
commence extavations on this site. No traces of sepulchres
are now visible. More than once have I wandered long
over the heathy crag-strewn ground at the foot of these
hills, vainly seeking vestiges of a necropolis. It is certain, .
however, that here have been discovered many tombs of
a remarkable character, unlike any I have yet described ;
being rude chambers hollowed in the rock, lined with
rough slabs, and roofed in either by a single large cover-
stone, or by two slabs resting against each other, gable-
wise—extremely similar, as far as I can learn from the
description, to those still to be seen at Saturnia. There is
some analogy also to the tombs of Magna Gracia, and yet
more to the cromlechs of our own land, and other parts of
Europe and of the East. The Egyptian character of the
furniture they contained confirms their high antiquity.?

7 These tombs were found in 1840.

The slabs which lined them were, some
calcareous, some volcanic, partly hewn,
partly rough, but always put together so
88 to present a tolerably even surface.
A single massive slab often lined each of
the three side-walls of the tomb, and a
fourth, leaning against the front, closed
the doorway. Sometimes the tombs had
two chambers, the outer of which served
as a vestibule. They contained benches,
or sepulchral couches, of rock. Abeken
thinks that these gable-roofed tombs,
from their resemblance to guard-houses,
may have suggested to the peasantry
the name of La Guardiola, conferred on

this site. Over every tomb rose a
tumulus, of which Abeken saw few or
no traces; but he says that the most
remarkable feature was a cuniculus, or
passage, lined with slabs, surrounding
one of these tombs ; and he thinks it
served to separate the sacred space of
the sepulchre from the surrounding soil,
or to prevent one tomb from interfering
with another. It bears great analogy
to the trench cut in the rock round the
conical tomb at Bieds. See Vol. I.
P.271. Among the sepulchral furniture
was found an alabastrum with hiero-
glyphics. Abeken, Bull. Inst. 1840,
p. 113, et seq.; Ann. Inst. 1841, p. 81 ;
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Abeken speaks of a huge tumulus rising in the midst of
these tombs. This, however, I found to be nothing but
the termination of the range of hills which here sink to
the coast ; and what he took for a vast sepulchre inclosed
by masonry, I perceived to be the arz of an ancient
town, marked out by a quadrangle of foundations, almost
level with the soil ; and what he regarded as an outer
circuit of walls .to his tumulus, I discovered to be the
fortifications of the town itself, extending a considerable
way inland, along the brow of the hill, till their vestiges
were lost among the crags with which the ground is
strewn. Traces of several gates also I clearly observed ;
and in more than one spot remains of polygonal masonry.®

Mittelitalien, pp. 239, 267. To this
description by Abeken, Micali (Mon.
Ined. p. 356) adds that the corpses
always lay on large slabs of nenfro.
Tombs of this simple character he con-
siders as the most ancient in style, but
not always in conmstruction, as they
must have continued in use for ages,
and probably never went out among
the peasantry. He describes some as
built up of many blocks, regularly cut
and smoothed, but without cement
(p- 386, tav. LV.).

8 I have given notices of this site in
Bull. Inst. 1847, pp. 51,93. “On the
summit of the mound or tumulus,” says
Abeken, “is a quadrangular inclosure
of wall, about 150 palms one way,
and 180 the other, and about 5 palms
high, of calcareous blocks, uncemented,
topt with a battlemented parapet of
nenfro. Within this quadrangle rises a
second, still higher, at the very summit
of the mound; and though it has lost
somewhat of its original height, still
measures in parts 8 or 9 palms high.
The walls bear tracee of red stucco.
The ground between the two inclosures
is paved with marine breccia. The space

within the upper quadrangle has been
excavated, and a sepulchral chamber
has been discovered about 14 feet below
ground, originally lined with masonry,
but now much ruined. The entrance to
this tomb is not distinguishable ; but it
was probably connected with a corridor
or passage above it, hollowed in the rock,
bent at right angles, and full of human
bones when discovered. It seems clear
to me that the whole formed a cemetery,
and perhaps the inclosing walls served
to support different stories, rising above
the sepulchral chamber ; a plan adopted
by the Romans in the Mausolea of
Augustus and of Hadrian, and in the
Septizonium of Severus.” Abeken, Bull.
Inst. 1840, pp.113—5; and Mittelitalien,
p. 242.

Abeken elsewhere (Ann. Inst. 1841,
p. 34) suggests that the inner and higher
quadrangle of masonry may have marked
the area of a temple, like that of the
Capitol. If so, the presence of bones in
the passage, even supposing (which does

_not appear to me to be necessary) that

this was a sepulchre, is explained by the
well-known connection between temples
and tombs.
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Here, then, stood the town in whose cemetery the
Duchess of Sermoneta made excavations. What was its
name ? We have no mention by ancient authors of any
town on this coast between Alsium and Centum Cells,
whose site has not been determined. That this was of
very ancient date, may be inferred from the silence of
Roman writers, as well as from the character of the
remains, which mark it as Etruscan. Now, on the coast
immediately below it stands the Torre di Chiaruccia, the
Castrum Novum of antiquity; a name which manifestly
implies the existence of a more ancient fortress, a Castrum
Vetus, in the neighbourhood; which, there can be little
doubt, is the place whose remains occupy the Puntone
del Castrato.® This may have fallen into decay before the
domination of the Romans, or it may have been destroyed
by them at the conquest, and when a colony was to be
established, a fresh site was chosen on the coast below,
probably for convenience sake; or it may be, that the
entire population of the old town was transferred to the
new, for the same reasons that led to the formation of
the duplicate cities of Falerii and Volsinii.'°

9 This conjecture of mine is confirmed
by the actual name of the site, as Dr.
Braun suggests (Bull. Inst. 1847, p. 94)—
Castrato being, probably, a mere corrup-
tion of the ancient name. I am indebted
to the Cav. Canina for the information
that a mosaic discovered a few years
since at Sta Marinella, bore the repre-
sentation of a town on a height, which
he suggests may have been this on the
Puntone del Castrato. In the old fresco
maps in the galleries of the Vatican,
some ruins are indicated on this height,
though no name is attached. This
shows that the site was recognised as
ancient at the close of the 16th century,

when those maps were executed.

10 Cramer (Ancient Italy, I. p. 203)
supposes that the Castrum Vetus implied
in the Castram Novum was the Castrum
Inui of the Latin coast, mentioned by
Virgil (&n. VI. 776), which Servius (ad
loc.) and Rutilius (1. 232), on the other
hand, seem to confound with Castrum
Novum. A Castrum is mentioned by
Paterculus (I. 14) as colonised at the
commencement of the First Punic War
(cf. Liv. epit. XL.); but from the con-
text it may be gathered that the Castrum
in Picenum is here referred to. Cramer,
p- 285.



CHAPTER XXXII

SANTA SEVERA.—PYRGI.

Pyrgi veteres.—VIRGiL. Aem x. 184,
Grandia consumpsit meenis tempus edax—RuTiLIvs. T , /0.

Six miles beyond Santa Marinella is the fortress of
Santa Severa, standing on the shore, about a furlong
from the high-road. It is a square castle, with a keep at
one angle, and a lofty round tower, with machicolated bat-
tlements, rising in the centre. To the casual observer, it
has nothing to distinguish it from other medi®val forts;
but if examined closely, it will be seen that its walls on the
side of Civita Vecchia are based on foundations of far
earlier date, formed of massive, irregular, polygonal blocks,
neatly fitted together without cement,'—precisely similar
to the walls of Cora, Segni, Palestrina, Alatri, and other
ancient towns in the Latin and Sabine Mountains—in
short, a genuine specimen of what is called Pelasgic
masonry. This wall may be traced by its foundations,
often almost level with the soil, for a considerable distance
from the sea, till it turns at right angles, running parallel
with the shore, and, after a while, again turns towards the
sea—enclosing a quadrangular space several times larger

! Under the walls of the fortress, tion, as at Orbetello. One block is
however, the blocks are imbedded in 9 ft. 6 in, long, 3 ft. 9 in. high, and 1 ft.
mortar. The traveller must not be 9 in. thick.
misled by this, which is a modern addi-
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than the present fort, and sufficiently extensive for a small
town.? This is the site of “ the ancient Pyrgi.”3

These, and the slight remains on the Puntone del
Castrato, are the only specimens of polygonal masonry
in this part of Etruria, though such is found on three
other sites further north. The strict similarity to -the
walling of cities south and east of the Tiber, seems to
imply a common origin, and an origin not Etruscan.
Moreover, the position of this town in the plain, scarcely
raised above the level of the sea, is so unlike any purely
Etruscan sites, which are always strong by nature as
well as art, and the materials of its walls—limestone,
travertine, crag, sandstone, all aqueous formations—so dis-
tinguish them from the volcanic fortifications of the other
ancient sites in the southern district of Etruria, that we are
led irresistibly to the conclusion that it was built by a dif-
ferent race, or in a different age. Now, though we have
no express assertion in ancient writers that Pyrgi itself
was of Pelasgic origin, we know that its temple of Ilithyia
was built by that people, and that it was the port of
Agylla or Caxre* which was founded or occupied by the

2 Canina (Ann. Instit. 1840, pp. 39,
40) gives the dimensions as 850 by 650
Greek feet. Abeken calls it 750 by
600 ft. (Mittelitalien, p. 138), which
nearly agrees with my measurement.

3 Strabo (V. p. 226) says Pyrgi is
little less than 180 stadia from Graviscse,
and 260 from Ostia. The Itinerary of
Antoninus describes it as 34 miles from
Rome, which is the true distance, and
8 miles from Castrum Novum. The
Maritime Itinerary makes it 34 miles
from Portus, at the mouth of the Tiber,
16 from Alsium, and 8 from Castrum
Novum. The Peutingerian Table calls
it 10 miles from Alsium, which is cor-
rect, but 14 from Castrum Novum.
These discrepancies in the distances are

of little consequence, since it occupies
the relative position assigned to it be-
tween Alsium and Castrum Novum.

4 Strabo, V. p.226; Diod. Sic. XV.
p. 337, ed. Rhod. Pyrgi can hardly
have been founded originally as the port
of Ceere, for it was 50 stadia (6} miles)
distant from that city (Strabo, V. p.226),
which lay only 4 miles from the sea
(Plin. I1I. 8) ; and there can beno reason
why a site should not have been chosen
for a port much nearer the city, as there
is nothing in this spot to recommend it
in preference to any other part of the
neighbouring coast, and the harbour it
once possessed must have been entirely
artificial. I think it much more probable
that the earliest structure on this site
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same race,® and we have Virgil’s authority as to its high
antiquity,® and its name in proof of its Greek origin. So
that while history gives us the strongest presumptive
evidence that Pyrgi was a Pelasgic town, its existing
remains confirming that evidence, may be considered deci-
sive of the fact.”

The small size of the town, little more than half a mile
in circuit, as determined by the remains of its walls, is
another feature which distinguishes it from all the Etruscan
sites already described. Yet in this particular it quite
agrees with the description we have of Pyrgi, as “a castle”®

and “ a small town.” ?

was the celebrated temple, and that the
castle sprung up subsequently to protect
that wealthy shrine, and that the ex-
istence of a fortress here determined the
people of Ceere to adopt the spot for
their port, instead of constructing an-
other on a more convenient site. Canina
(Ann. Inst. 1840,p. 37) cites Dionysius,
in sapport of his opinion that this temple
was founded by the Pelasgi at least two
generations before the Trojan War.

§ Strab. loc. cit; Dionys. Halic. 1.
p- 16, ed. Sylb.; Plin. N. H. III 8;
Solinus, Pol. cap. VIII.

¢ Virgil (ZEn. X. 184) calls it ancient
even in the days of ZEneas; and he,
though at liberty to indulge in the pro-
verbial licence of a poet, was too good
an antiquary to commit a glaring ana-
chronism.

7 Cavaliere Canina (Ann. 1840, p. 40)
thinks that as the site itself did not
afford the Pelasgic builders of Pyrgi
materials for the polygonal masonry, to
which they were accustomed, they cut
the blocks from the neighbouring moun-
tains, now called Monti del Sasso,
which yield a calcareous stone naturally
assuming polygonal forms. Micali (Mon.
Ined. p. 873) will not admit that this poly-

It must, nevertheless, have been a

gonal masonry shows a Pelasgic origin,
but thinks such a style would be natu-
rally adopted, in every age, in great
walls, especially for substructions, and
was here used in order to resist the
force of the waves, and because the
oblique stratification of the mountains
afforded the masees requisite. My rea-
sons for regarding the polygonal masonry
of Italy, in type at least if not always in
construction, as Pelasgic, will be given
in a future chapter. I may remark that
both the writers cited admit that a
choice was exerted in this instance.
Indeed it was not necessary to go to the
mountains of the interior to find stone
for building ; and the variety of materials
employed—all alike thrown into poly-
gonal forms—proves that the adoption
of that style in this case was not acci-
dental, but intentional. At Agylls,
however, where the rock is volcanic, the
Pelasgi seem, if not in the city walls—
which can hardly be ascribed to them—
at least in their tombs, to have hewn it
into rectangular blocks. See page 29.

8 Serv. ad /En. X. 184,

? Ratil. 1. 224. Strabo also (V. p. 225)
classes it among the woAixma of the
Etruscan coast,
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place of considerable importance as a port, naval station,
and commercial emporium,' and it was renowned as the
head-quarters of those hordes of pirates, who long made
the Tyrrhenians as dreaded throughout the seas of Italy
and Greece® as the corsairs of Barbary have been in
modern times. ‘

Much of the importance of Pyrgi must have arisen from
its temple of Ilithyia or Lucina, the goddess of childbirth,3
—a shrine so richly endowed with gold and silver, and
costly gifts, the opima spolia of Etruscan piracy, as to
tempt the cupidity of Dionysius of Syracuse, who, in the
year of Rome 370 (B.c. 384), fitted out a fleet of sixty

1 Pyrgi was also a fishing-town (A then.
VI cap. 1, p. 224, ed. Casaub.). It seems
to have suffered the usual evils of a sea-
port, that—¢ qusedam corruptela ac de-
mutatio morum ”—as Cicero terms it
(de Rep. II. 4) ; for Lucilius (ap. Serv.
Zn. X, 184) mentions the—*scorta
Pmﬂﬁ‘.”

2 Serv. loc. cit.—“ Hoe castellum no-
bilissimum fuit eo tempore, quo Thusci
piraticam exercuerunt ; nam illic metro-
polis fuit.” The small size of Pyrgi, as
Miiller remarks (Etrusk. I. 4, 8) is no
proof against its importance iu ancient
times, seeing that the once renowned
ports of Greece astonish the modern
traveller by their confined dimensions,

3 Rite maturos aperire partus

Lenis Ilithyia, tnere matres ;
Sive tu Lucina probas vocari
Seu Genitalis ! &ec.
Hor. Carm. S@c. 13.

Aristotle ((Economic. II. 20) and Po-
lysenus also (V. cap. II. 21) call this
goddess Leucothea. Niebuhr (II. pp.
478, 493, Engl. trans.) and Miiller
(Etrusk. IIL 8, 4) call her Mater Ma-
tuta, who was identified by the Romans
with the Leucothea of the Greeks. But
Matuta also is allied with Eos or Aurora

(Lucret. V. 655); and Gerhard (Gott-
heiten der Etrusker, pp. 9, 25) suggests
an analogy between Ilithyia-Leucothea,
and the Etruscan Aurora, who was call-
ed “Thesan.” Etrusk. Spiegel, I. taf.
LXXVI. The natural relation between
the goddess of the dawn and the goddess
of births is easily understood ; that with
a goddess of the sea, is not so evident.
As Leucothea was deemed powerful in
preserving from shipwreck, and was the
patron-deity of sailors, it is an argument
in her favour in this instance. Were this
shrine sacred to her, it would seem to
imply that the port was prior to the
temple. On the other hand, it may be
said, that Ilithyia being but one form of
Juno, thegreat goddess of Argos (Hesych.
ElAnbvias), the Pelasgic colony may well
have raised a temple to her honour—as
did the Argive colony, called by Diony-
sius (L. pp. 16,17) Pelasgic, which settled
at Falerii. She is sometimes called the
daughter of Juno (Paus. I. 18 ; Iliad.
XI. 271). Homer, however, elsewhere,
(Lliad. XIX. 119) speaks of this goddess
in the plural number. So also Hesychius.
For a new view of the derivation of the
name, vid. Anu. Inst. 1842, p. 95
(Henzen.).
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triremes, and attacked Pyrgi, ostensibly for the sake of
repressing its piracies, but really to replenish his exhausted
treasury. He surprised the place, which was very scantily
garrisoned, spoiled the temple of not less than a thousand
talents, and carried off booty to the amount of five hun-
dred more, defeating the men of Care, who came to its
rescue, and laying waste their territory.*

This is all we know of Pyrgi in the days of Etruscan
independence. Her history must in great measure be
identical with that of Czre, on which she was so inti-
mately dependent. We find her mentioned as a Roman
colony in the year 563 (B.c. 191).5 It is evident that
under the Roman domination she lost much of her former
importance.® We find nothing more than mere statements
or hints of her existence,’ till in the fifth century after
Christ she is said to have dwindled from the condition of
a small town to that of a large villa.® After that we hear
no more of her as Pyrgi, but find her mentioned in A.D.
1068, as the Castle of Sta Severa.?

Of the celebrated temple there are no traces existing ;
nothing to determine even the site it occupied. Canina
suggests that, from the period in which it was built, it
may have been in the most ancient Doric style.! If so, it
must have resembled the great temples of Pastum, stand-
ing like them on the shore, and rearing its massive capitals

¢ Diodorus Sie. XV. p. 337 ; Serv. ad
Zn. X. 184. See also Aristot. (Econ.
I1. 20; Strab.V.p.226; Polyzen. Strat.
V. cap.1L. 21; of. Alian. Var. Hist.
1. 20.

$ Liv. XXXVI. 8. When with Fre-
gense, Castrum Novum, and the maritime
eolonies of Latium, she was compelled
to add her quota to the fleet fitting out

. against Antiochus, king of Syria.

¢ Servius (loc. cit.) speaks of Pyrgi as

“ nobilissi ” in early times, and

implies that she had lost her importance
with her piracies.

7 Liv. XXV. 8; Cic. de Orat. IL 71;
P.Mela, I1. 4 ; Plin. ITI. 8 ; Ptol. p. 68,
ed. Bert.; Mart. XII. epig. 2; Strab.
loe. cit. ; Serv. loc. cit.

8 Rutilius (1. 224), speaking of Alsium
and Pyrgi, says—

“Nunc villee grandes, oppids parva prius.”

9 Nibby, Dintorni di Roma, III.
p- 94.

! Annal, Inst. 1840, p. 42.
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and entablature high above the towers and battlements of
the enclosing walls, at once a beacon to the mariner, and
a stimulus to his devotion.

The foundations show the walls of Pyrgi to have been
in parts of great thickness, implying what might be ex-
‘pected from its exposed situation in the plain, that its
fortifications were of unusual strength and loftiness.?

The port, as already said, must have been wholly artificial,
which seems indeed to be expressed in the term applied
to it by ancient writers.® Nothing remains to determine
the shape of the harbour, but Cav. Canina thinks it was
formed by two curved moles, each terminating in a tower,
with a third mole in front of the opening between them,
like the island at Civita Vecchia.

There are no tombs visible around Sta Severa, not even a
tumulus on the plain, but at the foot of the heights which
rise inland, sepulchres have been discovered. On one
spot, called Pian Sultano, the Duchess of Sermoneta has
excavated, and the tombs were of very simple character,

and similar to those of Palo and Selva la Rocca.*

2 The name of Pyrgi denotes the ex-
istence of ¢ towers ” in the ancient walls,
yet there are no traces of any now
visible. Itis evident they did not project
beyond the line of walls, as at Cosa and
Falleri, though Cav. Canina, in his re-
stored Plan of Pyrgi, has so represented
them, for the outer face of the founda-
tions is in parts clearly definable for a con-
siderable distance; nor are there traces of
towers within. Perhaps they rose only
on the side towards the sea, where huge
masees of ruin, the wrecks of the fortrees
and port, now lie on the shore, fretting
the waves into everlasting foam. There
are traces of Roman work on this side,
of opus incertum and reticulatum. The

ancient walls seem to have varied from
8 to 12, and 16 feet in thickness.

3 Cav. Canina points out that Strabo
and Dionysius both use the term éx{vewr,
instead of Awf, in describing Pyrgi—
the former term implying an artificial
port, constructed with moles or break-
waters—the latter a matural harbour
only. Ann. Inst. 1840, p.43. This view
is favoured by Hesychius when he says
that érxfvewor is smaller than Awfy.

4 Micali, Mon. Ined. pp. 375, 385.
The tombs which Abeken (Mittelitalien,
Pp. 239,242, 267) describes as belonging
to Pyrgi, or to a village dependent on
her, are those at the Puntone del Cas-
trato, treated of in the last chapter.



TOMB OF THF TARQUINS, CEIVETRI.

CHAPTER XXXIIIL

CERVETRI.—AGYLLA or CERE.

—saxo fundata vetusto
Urbis Agyllinee sedes ; ubi Lydia quondam

Gens, bello preclars, jugis insedit Etruseis.—ViriL. i ...+ -+ &,

Buried he lay, where thousands before

For thousands of years were inhumed on the shore.

‘What of them is left to tell ’

Where they lie, and how they fell !—anon'.‘&jj- e af Corenil

Soon after leaving Santa Severa, on the way to the Holy
City, the traveller will espy before him a small village with
one prominent building sparkling in the sun, at the foot of
the hills which rise inland, dark with wood. When he has
journeyed onward for seven miles, he will find himself
between this village and a solitary tower on the coast,
called Torre Flavia. Here he will cross a rivulet known by

VOL. II. c

/
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the homely name of La Vaccina, or the Cow-stream. Insig-
nificant as this turbid brook may appear, let him pause a
moment on the bridge and bethink him that it has had the
honour of being sung by Virgil. It is the Ceritis amnis
of the Aneid,' on whose banks Tarcho and his Etruscans
pitched their camps, and Aneas received from his divine
mother his god-wrought arms and the prophetic shield
eloquent of the future glories of Rome,
———clypei non enarrabile textum.

Illic res Italas, Romanorumque triumphos,
Fecerat Ignipotens.

The eye wanders up the shrub-fringed stream, over bare
undulating downs, the arva lata of ancient song, to the hills
swelling into peaks and girt with a broad belt of olive and
ilex. There frowned the dark grove of Silvanus, of dread
antiquity, and there, on yon red cliffs—the “ancient
heights” of Virgil—sat the once opulent and powerful city
of Agylla, the Cere of the Etruscans, now represented, in
name and site alone, by the miserable village .of Cervetri.
All this is hallowed ground—religione patrum laté sacer—
hallowed, not by the traditions of evanescent creeds, nor
even by the hoary antiquity of the site, so much as by the
homage the heart ever pays to the undying creations of the
fathers of song. The hillocks which rise here and there on
the wide downs, are so many sepulchres of princes and
heroes of old, coeval, it may be, with those on the plains of
Troy; and if not, like them, the standing records of tradi-
tional events, at least the mysterious memorials of a prior
age, which led the poet to select this spot as a fit scene for his
verse. The large mound which rises close to the bridge
may be the celsus collis whence Aneas gazed on the Etrus-
can camp.? No warlike sights or sounds now disturb the

! ZAn.VIIL 597. Pliny (N. H. IIL. 8) calls it, “ Ceeretanus amnis.”
? ZEn. VIIL, 604.
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rural quiet of the scene. Sword and spear are exchanged
for crook and ploughshare ; and the only sound likely to
catch the ear is the lowing of cattle, the baying of sheep-
dogs, or the cry of the pecorajo as he marches at the head
of his flock, and calls them to follow him to their fold or to
fresh pastures.® Silvanus, “the god of fields and cattle,”
has still dominion in the land.*

If the traveller be in a vehicle, he must leave the high
road a little before reaching the Vaccina, where a country-
track crosses the downs to Cervetri. This same track he
must pursue should he approach Cervetri from the side of
Palo. For the pedestrian or horseman there is another,
‘but longer path, just before reaching a second streamlet,
known by the ominous name of La Sanguinara.® By the
carriage-track he will ford the Vaccina at the chapel of
Sta Maria de’ Canneti, and presently finds himself between
the walls of Cervetri and the heights of the ancient city.

Cervetri, the representative of Agylla, is a miserable
village, with 100 or 200 inhabitants, and is utterly void of
interest. It is surrounded by fortifications of the fourteenth
and fifteenth centuries, and stands just without the line of
the ancient walls, so that it is annexed to, rather than
occupies, the site of the original city. The village, and the

3 This scene, of sheep following their
shepherd, attracted by his voice, often
meets the eye of the traveller in the
East ; and beautiful allusion is made to
it in Holy Writ (John X., 3, et seq.).
Oxen and goats also, in Corsica, and
even swine, in Italy, of old, used to
follow their herdsman, at the sound of
his trumpet. Polybius (XII. pp. 654,
655, ed. Casaub.), who records this fact,
remarks that while the swineherds of
Greece walked behind, those of Italy
invariably preceded, their herds.

4 This region was famed for its cattle
in the olden time. Lycophron (Cass.

1241) speaks of the valleys or glens of
Agylla, abounding in flocks.—

*AyUAAns @ al woAAGPpnvor vdwas.

& Livy (XXII 1,) relates that, in the
year 537, “the waters of Ceere flowed
mingled with blood.” Cf.Val. Max.I. 6,5.
The Aquee Cseretes, here mentioned, are
generally supposed to be the same as the
Oepud Kaperard of Strabo (V. p. 220),
now called the Bagni del Sasso, four
miles west of Cervetri. May not the
above tradition be preserved in the name
of this stream?

c2
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land for some miles round it, are the property of Prince
Ruspoli, whose palace forms a conspicuous object in the
scene. This noble seldom makes excavations himself, but
allows them to be carried on by his friends, who are of a
more speculative or philarchaic turn of mind. It is to the
enterprise of the Cavaliere Campana, of General Galassi,
and of the reverend arch-priest of Cervetri, Don Alessandro
Regulini, that we owe the numerous and remarkable objects
of Etruscan antiquity that have been brought to light here
of late years.

The cicerone of whose services and keys the visitor who
would see the tombs must avail himself, is a good-tempered
tobacconist, Flavio Passegieri, to be found in his shop in
the little piazza. Most travellers will find it sufficient to
lionize the site in a day’s excursion from Palo, four or five
miles distant, where there is a decent inn; but such as
would devote more than a hurried day to the antiquities of
Czre, and to avoid the transit to and from Palo, are willing
to put up with village accommodation, will find a clean bed
and refreshment in the house of a vetfurino, Pacifico Rosati,
one of the most obliging, attentive hosts it has been my
lot to encounter in Italy. He will also dress a meal, if
need be, for the excursionist, who must not expect,
however, the delicacies for which Cwzre was renowned
of old.®

Remote as are the days of the Etruscans, this city boasts
a far prior antiquity. It was originally called Agylla, and
is classed by Dionysius among the primitive towns of
Central Italy, which were either built by the united Pelasgi
and Aborigines, or taken by them from the Siculi, the
earliest possessors of the land, ages before the foundation

¢ Martial relished the pernez of Ceere (de Re Rust. III. 3) testifies to the
(XITIL 54), and compared her wines to  abundance of her grapes.
those of Setia (XIIL 124). Columella
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of the Etruscan state.” That it was at least Pelasgic
and of very remote antiquity there can be no doubt ;®
though we may not be willing to admit that that occupation
of Italy can be referred with certainty to the third genera-
tion before the Trojan war.® Traditions of ages so long
prior to the historic period must be too clouded by fable,
or too distorted by the medium of their transmission, to be
received as strictly authentic. In its early days Agylla
seems to have maintained intercourse with Greece, which
corroborates, if need be, the uniform tradition of its

Pelasgic origin.'

7 Dion. Hal. I p. 16 ; cf. IIL. p. 193,
Dionysius does not specify which of
these towns were “ previously inhabited
by the Siculi,” and which were “built
by the Pelasgi with their confederate
Aborigines.”

8 Dionysius is confirmed by Strabo
(V. pp. 220, 226), Pliny (IIL 8), Ser-
vius (ad Virg. ZEn. VIIL 479; X. 183),
and Solinus (Polyh. cap. VIIL), who all
record the tradition that Agylla was
founded by the Pelasgi. Servius states
that they were led to select this site on
account of a fountain ; not being able to
find water elsewhere in the neighbour-
hood. Strabo says these Pelasgi were
from Thessaly (cf. Serv.ad Zn. VIIIL
600). Virgil corroborates the tradition
by referring the grove of Silvanus on
this site to the Pelasgi—

Silvano fama est veteres sacrisse Pelasgos.

Lycophron (Cass. 1355) calls Agylla,
Ausonian, It is justly remarked by
Lepsius (Ann. Inst., 1836, p. 202) that
there are more witnesses to the Pelasgic
origin of Ceere, than of any other city
of Etruria.

9 It is stated by Hellanicus of Lesbos,
that the Siculi were expelled from Italy
at that period ; Philistos of Syracuse
gives the date as 80 years before the

Trojan War ; while Thucydides refers
the expulsion to a period much sub-
sequent to the fall of Troy (ap. Dion.
Hal. 1. p. 18). Nibby (Dintorni di Roma,
1. p. 345) on the strength of the tradi-
tion of Hellanicus and Philistos, de-
clares that the Pelasgic occupation took
place, “ certainly more than 1350 years
before Christ.”

10 That Agylla had a Greek origin
may be inferred from the circumstance
of its having dedicated treasure to the
Delphian Apollo (Strabo, V. p. 220),
and of its consulting that oracle (Herod.
1. 167). Niebuhr (I. p. 127) is per-
suaded that this dedication and con-
sultation must have been made by the
earlier inhabitants, the Pelasgi ; as the
Etruscans would have been content with
their own aruspicy. Cf. Canina, Cere
Antica, p. 16. Then the language of the
city, in very early times, if Strabo may
be believed, was Greek ; or if we refuse
credence to the tradition he records,
we may, at least, receive it as evidence
of the general belief in the Greek origin
of the city, which gave rise to the legend.
The name is considered by Gerhard to
be derived from the Greek—&ywd. Ann,
Inst., 1831, p. 205. Servius (ad /En.
VIIIL. 597), however, derives it from a

heros eponymos, Agella,
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It would appear that at its conquest by the Etruscans its
name was changed into Cere, but the reason of this altera-
tion we know not, unless we choose to attach credit to the
old legend, which tells us that when the Lydian or Etrus-
can colonists were about to attack the city, they hailed it
and inquired its name ; whereon, a soldier from the ramparts,
not understanding their motives or language, replied with
a salutation—yaipe—* hail ! ” which they receiving as a
good omen, on the capture of the city applied to it as its
name.! But this, like most of the etymologies of the
ancients, savours strongly of, what Pliny terms, the perversa
subtilitas of the grammarians.

In the time of Aneas, the city is represented by Virgil
as under the sway of Mezentius, a cruel and impious
tyrant, who was expelled by his subjects and fled to
Turnus, king of the Rutuli; while the liberated Agyllans
joined the ranks of the Trojan prince.?

In very early times, Czre is said to have cultivated the
arts ; for Pliny asserts, that in his day paintings were here
extant, which had been executed before the foundation of
Rome ; and he cites them as examples of the rapid pro-
gress this art had made, seeing that it appeared not to have
been practised in the days of Troy.® Cére, even as early

! Strabo, loc. cit. Steph. Byzant. v.  of the Etruscan. Canina (Cere Antica

Agylla. Servius (ad Zn, VIIL 597)
relates the same story, but on the
authority of Hyginus (de Urbibus 1ta-
licis) refers this blunder to the Romans.
Miiller (Etrusk. einl. 2, 7, n. 40) thinks
the original Etruscan name was ¢ Cisra,”
and cites Verrius Flaccus (ap. Interp.
Zn. X.183. Veron.) in confirmation,
Lepsius (die Tyrrhen. Pelasg. p. 28) re-
gards Ceere a8 the original name, which
came a second time into use ; and thinks
it was Umbrian, not Etruscan, in con-
formity with his theory of the Umbrian
race and language being the foundation

p. 25), who is of the old or literal school
of historic interpretation, thinks that
“the change of name, and the mingling
of the Agyllans with the Etruscan in-
vaders can be established in the first
ten years after the fall of Troy ;™ while
Niebuhr, on the other hand (I. p. 127,
cf. p. 385), will not allow it to have been
made even as late as the year of Rome
220 (B. C.534).

? Virg. ZEn. VII. 648 ; VIIIL 48], et
seq.
3 Plin. N. H. XXXV, 6.
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as the time of the first Tarquin, is represented as among the
most flourishing and populous cities of Etruria ;* and she
was undoubtedly one of the Twelve of the Confederation.®
But what, above all, distinguished Czere was, that she alone,
of all the cities of Etruria, abstained from piracy, from no
inferiority of power or natural advantages, but solely from
her sense of justice; wherefore the Greeks greatly honoured
her for her moral courage in resisting this temptation.®

The first mention of this city in Roman history is, that it
maintained a war with Tarquinius Priscus.” It also joined
Veii and Tarquinii in the twenty years’ war with his suc-
cessor, Servius Tullius, and at the re-establishment of peace,
in consequence of the prominent part it had taken, it was
punished by the Roman monarch with the forfeiture of
a portion of its territory.®

At the same period, or about the year of Rome 220
(534 B.C.), the Ceerites joined their fleet with that of
Carthage on an expedition against a colony of Phoczans,
who had seized on Alalia in Corsica, and after a severe
combat, all the prisoners taken by the allies were brought
to Cxre and there stoned to death. In consequence of
this cold-blooded massacre, the city was punished with a
plague ; men, herds, and flocks—whatever animal passed
near the spot where the bodies of the Phoczans lay, became
afflicted with distortion, mutilation, or paralysis; whereon
the Cerites sent to Delphi to consult the oracle how they
might atone for their crime, and were ordered to perform
solemn expiatory rites, and to institute games of gymnastic

¢ Dion. Hal III p. 193.

$ This may be learned from the
passages of Dionysius and Strabo already
cited, as well as from the prominent
part the city took, in conjunction with
Veii and Tarquinii, and the independent
course she subsequently followed with
regard to Rome. Livy (I. 2) also

represents Ceere as a powerful city of
Etruria.

6 Strabo, V. p. 220.

7-Dion, Hal. III, p. 193. Nibby (I
P- 347) thinks it may then have changed
its name from Agylla to Ceere.

8 Dion. Hal. IV. p. 231 ; cf. Liv.
1. 42, .
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exercises and horse-racing in honour of the slain ; which
they continued to observe in the time of Herodotus.!

On the expulsion of Tarquinius Superbus from Rome, he
and his two sons took refuge in Czre,? probably on account
of his family connections there; but it is not recorded that
this city took part in Porsenna’s expedition to reinstate
the exiled prince. Unlike Veii, Fidena, Falerii, and other
cities in this part of Etruria, Caxre, though but twenty-
seven miles from Rome, seems to have been for ages on
friendly terms with that city.® When, in the year 365,
Rome was attacked by the Gauls, Czere opened her gates
and gave refuge to the Flamen Quirinalis, and Vestal
Virgins, and eventually restored them in safety to their
home.! Nay, we are told that the Cerites attacked the
retreating Gauls, laden with the spoil of Rome, routed
them, and recovered all the booty they were bearing
away.® For these services the senate decreed that the
Cerites should receive the Aospitium publicum, or be
admitted into the most intimate relations with the Roman
people®—in fact, they received the full privileges of
Roman citizens, save the suffrage.” The origin of our

! Herod. 1. 166, 167,

? Liv. I, 60. Dionysius (IV. pp. 276,
279) however, asserts that it was to
Gabii he fled, where his son Sextus was

more or less pure to a late period.
Cf. Millingen, Ann. Inst. 1834, p. 43.

¢ Liv. V. 40, Straho, V. p. 220. Val.
Max. I.i. 10. Cf. Plut. Camil.; Flor.
king., Livy says it was Sextus alone I.13. See also an inscription in the
who went to Gabii. Vatican, given by Gruter, p. 492, 7, and

3 This fraternity and intimate con- Muratori, p. 172, 4.
nection were probably owing to the + « « VIDERENT CAPITOLIVN
Pelasgic origin of Cwre, and the con- VESTALES CAERE DEDVXIT
sequent want of a complete sympathy QVI RITVS SOLLEMNES NE
with the Etruscans. Niebuhr (I. p. RENTVR CVRAI SIBI HABVIT
386) was even inclined to the opinion VENERATA SACRA ET VIRGINES
that Rome was a mere colony of Ceere— EXIT

an opinion which he had at first held,
but afterwards modified. Lepsius (Ann,
Inst., 1836, p. 203) thinks that the Pe-
lasgic population of Ceere was preserved

5 Strabo, loc. cit.

6 Liv. V. 50. Strabo, loc. cit.

7 This condition became proverbial,
and what had originally been'conferred
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word ceremony—cerimonia—has been ascribed to this
event.®

A year or two before the capture of Rome by the Gauls,
Czre was engaged with another ememy, Dionysius, the
tyrant of Syracuse, who, in 362, attacked Pyrgi, and
spoiled its celebrated temple of Ilithyia. As this was the
port of Cere, the inhabitants of the latter city rushed to
the rescue, but, being probably unprepared for war, not
expecting an attack, they were easily routed by the
Sicilians.?

Cere, though closely allied to Rome, continued to main-
tain her independence ; but it is probable that this was
threatened, otherwise “the sympathy of blood” alone
would hardly have induced her, in the year 401 (B.C
353), to take up arms to assist Tarquinii against Rome,
when she had been for ages intimately associated with the
Republic. She must have received some provocation when
she sent an army into the Roman territory, and laid it
waste up to the mouth of the Tiber. Ere long, however,
conscious of her unequal strength, she repented of this step,
and besought pardon and peace, reminding the Romans of
the services she had rendered in their distress. The senate
referred her ambassadors to the people, who, moved by
their touching appeal and the remembrance of past services,

as an honour was made significant of
disgrace ; for tabule Cerites and cera
Ceritis came to imply the condition of
Roman citizens, who had been deprived
of the right of suffrage. Hor. 1. ep.
VI. 62. Aul Gell. XVI. 13, 7. Strabo,
loc. cit. Niebuhr (II. pp. 60, 67) is of
opinion, from the classification of Festus
(v. Municipium), that Ceere was really
degraded from the highest rank of citizen-
ship, in consequence of her conduct in
the year 401 ; and thus he accounts for
the proverbial reference to the Ceeritan

franchise as a disgraceful condition.

8 Val. Max. loc. cit. Festus, v. Ceeri-
monia. The etymologies of the ancients,
however, are rarely to be trusted ; but
Niebuhr (1. p. 386) thinks this derivation
very plausible. It has been suggested
to me that the first syllable of the word
was not originally Ceeri, but Coeri (for
Curi, i. e. Cura)—monia—which, at least,
is expressive of the meaning ; and the
two diphthongs are sometimes inter-
changeable.

9 See the last chapter, page 15,
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rather than by the excuse then urged, listened to their
prayer and granted them a truce for a hundred years.® It
is highly probable that the Cerites paid the penalty of
their error by the loss of their independence, for we have
no record of any further conquest of them by the Romans;
indeed, we next hear of Czre as a Roman dependency,
providing corn and other provisions for the fleet of Scipio,
in the year 549, and otherwise assisting in the Second
Punic War.?

At the commencement of the Empire this “splendid and
illustrious city” had sunk into utter insignificance, retaining
mere vestiges of past greatness, being even surpassed in
population by the Therma Caretan@—the hot baths in the
neighbourhood, which the Romans frequented for health’s
sake® It again revived, however, as appears from monu-
ments and inscriptions found on the spot, and became a
municipium.* Nor was it at any period wholly blotted

W Liv. VIL 19, 20. Vada.” Gell (v. Agylla) mistakes the

1 Liv. XXVIIL 45.

2 Sil. Ital. VIIIL. 474,

3 Strabo, V. p. 220. Now the Bagni
del Saseo, so called from a remarkable
bare crag on the summit of the neigh-
bouring mountain. It is about 4 miles
west of Cervetri, and is visible from
the road between Sta Severa and Palo.
Mannert (Geog. p. 379) places the
Aquee Ceeretanse at Ceri. Cluver (II.
p- 493) confounds them with the Aquee
Apollinaris, on the upper road from
Rome to Tarquinii, now the Bagni
di Stigliano; and the Table favours his
view. Westphal (R5m. Kamp. p. 160)
also regards these names as identical.
But Holstenius (Annot. ad Cluv. p. 35)
distinguishes between the two Aquee,
placing one at Stigliano, the other at
Bagni del Sasso. Cluver thinks that
Martial (VI. 42) refers to the Aquee
Apollinaris under the name of ¢ Phobi

Careim of the Itinerary for Czre ; but it
is evidently the station on the Via Clodia,
now called Galera. See Vol. I. p. 77.

ANTONINE PEUTINGERIAN
ITINERARY. TABLE.
Roma Roma
Careias XV. Lorio XII.
Aquas Apol- Bebiana —_
linaris XVIIII. Turres —_
Tarquinios  XII. Aquas Apol-
linaris  VIIL

Tarquinis  XIL

4 Festus v. Municipium. Gruter, pp.
215,1; 485,5; cf. 235, 9. Cluver, II.
p- 493. Bull Inst, 1840, pp. 6—8.—
Canina. In excavations made in 1840 on
the site of the city, some beautiful marble
statues of Tiberius, Drusus, Germanicus,
and Agrippina were discovered, together
with that singular bas-relief with the
names and emblems of three Etruscan
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from the map, but continued to exist, and with its ancient
name, till, at the beginning of the thirteenth century, part
of its inhabitants removed to a site about three miles off,
on which they bestowed the same name, and the old town
was distinguished by the title of Vetus, or Care Vetere,
which has been corrupted into its present appellation of
Cervetri, the new town still retaining the name of Ceri.
This has misled antiquarians, who have sought the Etruscan
city on the site which seemed more clearly to bear its
name,® but inscriptions recently found at Cervetri have
established its identity with Czre beyond a doubt.®

Of the ancient city there are but few vestiges extant ;
yet the outline of its walls is clearly defined, not so much
by fragments, for there are few remaining, as by the cha-
racter of the ground which the city occupied. This is a
height or table-land, rising in steep cliffs above the plain
of the coast, except on the northern side where it is united
by a neck to the high land adjoining. Within the space
thus marked off by nature, not a ruin of the ancient city
now rises above ground. Temples, towers, halls, palaces,
theatres—have all gone to dust; the very ruins of Care
have perished, or are overheaped with soil; and the

cities, Tarquinii, Vetulonia, and Vulci, of
which mention has been made in a former
chapter. Vol. I. p.404. To the references
there given, add Bull. Inst. 1843, p. 174,
—Cavedoni. These monuments are now
among the chicef ornaments of the new
Museum of the Lateran. In the season
of 1845-6, the Augustine monks of Cer-
vetri discovered many more statues and
torsi, with altars, bas-reliefs, beautiful
cornices, and other architectural frag-
ments of a theatre, coloured tiles and
anl¢fize, and numerous fragments of
Latin inscriptions, with one in Etruscan,
%CusiacH,” which is unique in having

the letters cut in marble and inlaid on a
darker stone. These things are perhaps
still to be seen at the Convent.

5 A bull of Gregory IX., in 1236,
distinguishes between these two towns,
specifying “ plebes et ecclesias in Cere
Novéa,” and also, “in Cere Vetere et
finibus ejus.” Nibby, Dintorni di Roma
L p. 355.

¢ Bull. Inst., 1840, pp. 5—8 ; 1846,
p. 129. But Gruter (pp. 214 ; 652, 8)
had long ago given some inscriptions
referring to Ceere, which were found at

Cervetri. ,Canina claims to have been the , Zs¢ /

first to indicate the true site of this city.



PLAN OF CERE AND ITS NECROPOLIS,

(ADAPTED FROM CANINA).
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peasant follows his plough, the husbandman dresses his
vines, and the shepherd tends his flock, unconscious that he
is treading over the streets and buildings of a city among
the most renowned of ancient times, and thirty times
more extensive than the miserable village which has
preserved its name.

Let not the traveller omit to visit the site of Cre under
the impression that there is nothing to be seen. If of
antiquarian tastes, he will have the satisfaction of deter-
mining the extent, form, and position of the city,—he will
perceive that it was four or five miles in circuit, and there-
fore fully substantiating its claim to be ranked among the
first of Etruria,—that it was of oblong form,—that it had
eight gates, all most distinctly traceable, some approached
by roads sunk in the rock and lined with tombs, others
retaining their flanking walls of masonry,—he will see in
the cliffs around the city, the mouths of sewers above, and
more frequently tombs of various forms below; and he will
learn from the few fragments that remain, that the walls of
Cazre were composed of rectangular blocks of tufo, of
- gimilar size and arrangement to those in the walls of Veii
and Tarquinii, and utterly different from those of Pyrgi,
which had a common origin.’

7 Canina (Cere Antica p. 52) says
there are no vestiges of the walls which
surrounded the city ; but foundations
may, in several parts, be traced along
the brow of the cliffs, and on the side
opposite the Banditaccia, for a consi-
derable extent. Many of the ancient
blocks have been removed of late years
to construct walls in the neighbourhood,
and I was an indignant witness of this
destruction, on one of my visits to the
site. Nibby (I. p. 358) speaks of traces
of the more ancient or Pelasgic walls
of large irregularly squared blocks, along
the cliffs on the east of the city, and

still more distinct on the western side.
I could perceive no such remains; all
the fragments I observed being of an
uniform character — rectangular tufo
masonry, of smaller blocks than usual,
and very similar in size and arrangement
to the fragments of walling at Veii (Vol.
I. p. 15), and Tarquinii (Vol. L. p. 383),
and to the ancient fortifications on the
height of S. Silvestro, near the Tiber,
which I take to mark the site of Fescen-
nium (Vol. I. p. 160). It is neverthe-
less possible that these walls are of
Pelasgic construction ; for, as the only
material on the spot is soft tufo, which
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If he be an artist, or lover of the picturesque, taking no
interest in the antiquities of the place, he will still find
abundance of matter to delight his eye or employ his
pencil ; either on the site of the city itself, with its wide-
sweeping prospect of plain and sea on the one hand, and
of the dark many-peaked hills on the other, or in the
ravines around, where he will meet with combinations of
rock and wood, such as for form and colour are rarely sur-
passed. The cliffs of the city, here rising boldly at one
spring from the slope, there broken away into many angular
forms, with huge masses of rock scattered at their feet, are
naturally of the liveliest red that tufo can assume, yet are
brightened still further by encrusting lichens into the
warmest orange or amber, or are gilt with the most bril-
liant yellow—thrown out more prominently by an occa-
sional sombring of grey—while the dark ilex, or oak,
feathers and crests the whole,

-

¢ And overhead the wandering ivy and vine
This way and that, in many a wild festoon,
Run riot, garlanding the gnarled boughs
With bunch and berry and flower.”

The chief interest of Caare, however hes in its tombs.

has a rectangular cleavage, the Pelasgic
founders of the city could not avoid
using it except by fetching limestone, at a
great expense of labour, from the moun-
tains inland ; and, using the tufo, they
would naturally hew it into forms most
easily worked and arranged, as they did
in the Regulini-Galassi tomb, and other
early sepulchres of Ceere, whose contents
sauthorise us to regard them as Pelasgic.
The objection to assign such an origin to
the remains of the city walls, lies not in
the rectangularity of the blocks, but in
their small size ; seeing that all the
ancient fortifications we are best war-
ranted in ascribing to the Pelasgi, are

composed of enormous masses. Though
I acknowledge the influence of the local
materials on the style of masonry, 1
do not think it amounts to a constructive
necessity; and though I believe the
Pelasgi may have employed one style of
masonry at Cosa, another at Cortona,
and a third at Agylla, I cannot admit
that they exercised no preference, or
that any other people with the same
materials would have arrived at the very
peculiar style which they seem always to
have followed, where practicable, and
which is generally called after their
name. For further remarks on this sub-
ject, see chap. XLVII.
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These are found on all sides of the city, but particularly on
the high ground to the north, now called La Banditaccia.
Let not the traveller conceive vain fears from a name of so
ominous a sound, and which, his Guide-book will tell him,
was derived from the number of bandits who once infested
the spot.® The name is simply indicative of the proprietor-
ship of the land, which once belonging to the comune, or
corporation of Cervetri, was terra bandita—*set apart ;”’
and, as it was uncultivated and broken ground, the termi-
nation descriptive of its ugliness was added—banditaccia.
It retains the name, though it has passed into the hands of
Prince Ruspoli. To reach it from Cervetri, you cross the
narrow glen to the north. Here in the cliffs opposite is
hollowed a long range of sepulchres, all greatly injured
within and withaut.®

This Banditaccia is a singular place—a Brobdignag
warren, studded with mole-hills. It confirmed the impres-
sion I had received at Bieda and other sites, that the
cemeteries of the Etruscans were often intentional repre-
sentations of their cities. Here were ranges of tombs
hollowed in low cliffs, rarely more than fifteen feet high,
not piled one on another as at Bieda, but on the same
level, facing each other as in streets, and sometimes
branching off laterally into smaller lanes or alleys. In one
part was a spacious square or piazza, surrounded by tombs
instead of houses. "None of these sepulchres, it is true,
had architectural fagades remaining, but the cliffs were
hewn into smooth, upright faces, and here and there

& Mrs, Gray, from whose account
that of the Hand-book is derived, may
boe excused having fallen into this
error, when the same had been stated
by the highest archeological authorities
in Rome. Cere Antica, p. 51. Bull.
Inst., 1838, p. 171. In truth, a spot so

swarming with caverns, might well
suggest such an appellation.

¥ One of them has a small pilaster
against its inner wall, with capital and
abacus quite Doric, and shaft, also, of
early Doric proportions, though resting
on a square base.
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were fragments of an ornamental cornice. Within the
tombs the analogy was pre-
served. Many had a large
central chamber, with others
of smaller size opening upon it,
lighted by windows in the wall
of rock, which served as the
partition. (See the annexed
woodcut.!) This central cham-
ber represented the atrium of
Etruscan houses,> whence it
was borrowed by the Romans ;
and the chambers around it
the triclinia, for each had a
bench of rock round three of
its sides, on which the dead
had lain, reclining in effigy, as
at a banquet. The ceilings of
all the chambers had the usual beams and rafters hewn in

PLAN OF A TOMB AT CERVETRI.

! The above plan is that of the Seat
and Shield Tomb, presently to be
described. The following is the ex-
planation : —

a.  Rock-hewn steps leading down to

the tomb.

b.  The vestibule.

Chambers on each side of the
entrance.

d.  Doorway to the tomb.

e. Principal chamber, or atrium.

f+ 1, 1. Inner chambers, or triclinia.

9,9, 9. Entrances to the inner chambers.

ky, h. Windows to the same, cut in the
rock.

Arm-chairs and foot-stools, hewn
from the rock.

i Niche recessed in the wall.

k, k. Windows cut in the rock.
The sepulchral benches which sur-

iy i

round each chamber are here indicated ;
sometjmes with a raised, ornamental
head-piece.

The shaded part of the plan repre-
sents the rock in which the tomb is
hollowed.

2 Described by Vitruvius (VI. 3),
Varro (L. L. V. 161), and Festus (v.
Atrium). The atrium in this case was
not a true cavedium, not being open to
the sky ; but had it been, the purpose of
concealment would have been defeated.
Indeed it was sometimes deemed neces-
sary to support the ceiling by a massive
pillar of rock. Yet that the analogy
was intended, and was preserved as far
a8 possible, is evident from the windows
around, which suppose the light to have
been received from the central chamber.
See the above Plan.



TOMBS RECENTLY OPENED. 33

CHAP. XXX11.]

the rock ; and in one instance was the same fan-like orna-
ment in relief, and walls similarly panelled, as in a tomb
at Vulci ;> whence it may be inferred that such decora-
tions were at one period fashionable in Etruscan houses.

Many of the tombs of the Banditaccia are surmounted
by tumuli. Indeed tumuli are scarcely less numerous here
than at Tarquinii. Some of them are still unexcavated,
the entrance being below the surface ; in others the door-
way opens in the basement, which is often of rock, hewn
into mouldings and cornice, and more rarely of masonry.
The cone of earth which originally surmounted these
tumuli is in most cases broken down almost to the level
of the soil. As at Tarquinii, there are no architectural
facades in this necropolis ; the decoration is chiefly internal.
Nor could I perceive more than a single instance of inscrip-
tions on the exterior of tombs; and that was no longer
legible.

Some tombs of great interest were opened on this spot
in the winter of 1845-6. The first you reach is a large
tomb, with two square pillars in the centre, and a row of
long niches for bodies recessed in the walls ; beside which
the chamber is surrounded by a deep bench, separated into
compartments for corpses, which were arranged, not in
lines parallel with the miches, but at right angles, with
their feet pointing to the centre of the tomb. There is
nothing further remarkable in this sepulchre beyond an
Etruscan word—cvVETHN—cut in the rock over one of the
corner recesses.?

3 See Vol. 1. page 408.

4 This word, from its position in the
corner of the tomb, seems to be the
first of an inscription never completed.
It appears to have some analogy with
the CeraeN. SurtHi, which commences
the celebrated inscription of S. Manno,
near Perugia, and also with the initial

VOL. II.

word of another inscription given by
Lanzi (Sagg. II. p. 509; cf. Vermigl.
Iscriz. Perug. I. p. 140). See Bull.
Inst., 1847, p. 35. This tomb, in size,
form, and arrangements, is very like
that of the Tarquins, which is repre-
sented in the wood-cut at the head of
this chapter.
D
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’ GROTTA DELLA SEDIA.

Hard by is a sepulchre, on the plan of those of Bieda,
with two small chambers, separated by a wall of rock, in
which are cut a door and two little windows, surrounded
by the usual rod-moulding. But the marvel of the tomb
is an arm-chair, cut from the living rock, standing by the
side of one of the two sepulchral couches in the outer
chamber, as though it were an easy-chair by the bed-side,
or as a seat for the doctor visiting his patient! But why
placed in a tomb? Was it merely to carry out still
further the analogy to a house? Or was it, as Visconti
suggests, for the use of the relatives who came yearly to
hold solemn festivals at the tomb ?* Or was it for the
shade of the deceased himself, as though he were too
restless to be satisfied with his banqueting-couch, but
must have his easy-chair also to repose him after his
wanderings.® Or, as Micali opines, was it to intimate the
blissful repose of the new life on which his spirit had
entered.” Or was it not rather a curule chair, the
insigne of the rank or condition of the deceased, showing
him to have been a ruler or magnate in the land ?8

Some eighteen or twenty years since a tomb was opened
in the Banditaccia, which contained two of these chairs,
each with a foot-stool attached, and a shield suspended

& Antichi Monumenti di Ceri, p. 31—
where he gives a description of a similar
tomb.

¢ It may have been for the supportofa
funeral urn ; for in the tombs of Chiusi,
canopi, or vases in the form of human
busts, which were, probably, the effigies
of the deceased whose ashes they con-
tained, have been found placed on seats
of this form, Bull, Inst. 1843, p. 68.
Such canopi have also been discovered
at Ceere, says Micali, Mon. Ined. p. 185.

7 Micali, Mon. Ined. p. 152,

8 The form of this and similar rock-
hewn seats in other tombs of Cervetri is
very like that of the beautiful marble
chair, with bas-reliefs, in the Palazzo
Corsini at Rome, which is thought to be
Etruscan, and a genuine sella curulis.
It will be borne in mind that the curule
chair was one of the Etruscan insigria
of authority ; and thence adopted by the
Romans, See Vol. I. pp. 26, 376, 377.
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against the wall above it, all carved in the living rock.
The annexed woodcut, which gives a section of the tomb,
showstheseats,
placed between
the doors of in-
ner chambers.?
The tomb is
still open, but
my endeavours
to discover it
among the thousand and one sepulchres of the Banditaccia
have proved fruitless.!

At the further side of the Banditaccia is a group of four
other recently-discovered tombs, which have been placed
under lock and key by the Cavaliere Campana. One of
these, opened in the spring of 1846, is a painted tomb—
which I shall designate

TOMB OF THE SEATS AND SH{ELDS.

GROTTA DEL TRICLINIO.

It consists of but a single chamber, twenty-four feet by
sixteen, surrounded by deep benches of rock, on which the
dead were laid, and at the head of each compartment still
lies a skull, whose uniform grin startles the eye on entering
the sepulchre. Just within the door are bas-reliefs—a
wild-boar on one side, and a panther tearing its prey on
the other. But the paintings ?—It requires a close and
careful examination to distinguish them, so much have

9 Compare the Plan at page 32. The
shields were of large size, like the
Argolic shields, and like that on the
tomb at Norchia (Vol. I. p. 252). This
tomb has been described and delineated
in Bull Instit., 1834, p. 99. Ann, Inst.,
1835, p. 184. Mon. Ined. Inst. II. tav.
XIX. For further remarks on the
shields, see the Appendix to this Chapter,
Note I.

! Mr. Ainsley, however, in a subse-
quent visit, has been more fortunate, in
falling in with a person who was present
at the opening of the tomb, and remem-
bered ita site, He represents the prin-
cipal chamber, indicated as g in the Plan,
at page 32, as being hung with ten or
twelve of these shields, carved in the
rock, in relief.

p 2
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they suffered from the damp ; and if unaware of their
existence, you might visit the tomb without perceiving the
figures on its walls. The white stucco on which the scenes
are painted has been changed by the damp to a hue
dark as the native rock. In a few places only where it
has remained dry has the painting retained its distinctness.
On the left-hand wall you perceive the heads of a man
and woman, who are reclining together at a banquet ; and
beautiful heads they are, with features of Greek symmetry,
and more mastery and delicacy in the design than are
commonly found in the sepulchral paintings of Etruria.
He is garlanded with laurel and wears a short beard ; and
his flesh is of the usual deep red, the conventional colour of
beatification—of gods and heroes ; but hers is of the white
hue of the stucco. He pledges her in a phiala, or bowl of
wine, to which she replies by an approving look, turning
her head towards him. Her face and expression are
extremely pretty, and a variegated skull-cap, and a full
rich tress at the side of her face add to her charms. She
wears also a necklace and torque of gold. A round table,
resting on three deer-legs, stands by them, with meats,
fruits, eggs, and goblets ; and a large round shield is sus-
pended on the wall bebind the man. You might fancy it
Pericles, who had just laid his armour by, and was
pledging the fair Aspasia.
A maraviglia egli gagliardo, ed ella
Quanto si possa dir, leggiadra e bella.

It is from these heads we must judge of the rest in this
tomb ; for the same scene is repeated again and again on
the walls—eight other couples recline on the festive couch,
each with a tripod-table by their side, and a shield sus-
pended above.? But the females have lost the fairness of

2 A singular feature here is, that the revellers are depicted reclining on a
instead of a separate lectus for each pair  continuous couch, which, as it occupies
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their sex, and, from the discoloration of the stucco, have
become as dusky as negresses; while the men, from their
brick-dust complexions, are much more distinct. In the
centre of the inner wall stand a couple of slaves, at a large
table or sideboard, which has sundry vases and goblets on
it and beneath it, and a tall candelabrum at its side, the
counterpart to which is seen also on the side-wall® On a
mixing-vase which stands on this table or sideboard is
inscribed the word 1vNoN in Roman letters, which, as it
can hardly here allude to the “white-armed,” « ox-eyed ”
goddess, must refer to the Juno, or presiding spirit of some
female,* probably the principal person interred in the
tomb.

The face of the sepulchral couches is also painted—
above, with the usual wave-pattern—below, with animals,
of which a pair of winged Aippocampi, in a very spirited
style, and a dragon with green wings, are alone discernible.®

three walls of the tomb, may be supposed
to represent a triclintum, such as the
Romans used ; and this, I believe, is the
only ancient painting of that sort of
banqueting-scene, now in existence. The
figures here lie under a red and white
striped coverlet, or stragulum. The
small tables by the side of the iriclinium
are not the usual rpdwefa: (i. e., Terpd~
we{w), or with four legs, as in all the
paintings of Tarquinii, but 7p{wodes, or
with only three feet.

3 Banquets by lamp-light are rarely
represented in Etruscan tombe—the only
other instance I remember is in the
Grotta Querciola at Corneto ; the re-
vellers are generally depicted as lying
under the shade of the ivy or vine, or
amid groves of myrtle. Even in the
Grotta Querciola, though a candelabrum
is introduced, the festive couches are
surrounded by trees. The candelabra
in this tomb of Ceere are worthy of par-

ticular notice, as they are depicted with
& number of little vases, or other small
objects tied to the stem in clusters ; and
candelabra, with vases so attached, have
also been discovered in Etruscan tombs
at Vulci. Bull. Inst. 1832, p. 194.
From this we learn a secondary use to
which these elegant articles of furniture
were applied. '

4 See the Appendix to this Chapter,
Note II.

& In the floor of this tomb is an oblong
pit, just such as opens in the ceilings of
80 many sepulchres at Civita Castellana,
and as is shown in the roof of the tomb of
the Tarquins, in the wood-cut, at page
17.  Whether it be the shaft to a second
sepulchral chamber beneath this, as
analogy suggests, or is merely intended
to drain the tomb, I cannot say, for I
found it full of water. In the so-called
“Tomb of Solon” at Gombet Li, in
Phrygia, described by Steuart in his
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The colours in this tomb have been laid on in distemper,
not al fresco. The freedom of the design, as far as it is
discernible, the Greek character of the features, and the
full faces of some of the males, are clear proofs of a late
date—a date subsequent rather than prior to the period of
Roman domination ; and this is confirmed by the presence
of the Latin inscription.®

A painted tomb at Cervetri has peculiar interest, for this
is the only site in Etruria where we have historical record
of the existence of ancient paintings. Pliny speaks of
some extant in his day, which were vulgarly believed to
have been executed prior to the foundation of Rome.” Those
in this tomb can scarcely lay claim to a purely Etruscan
antiquity.  Another sepulchre, however, was discovered
some twenty years since, which contained figures of men
and animals in a very archaic style, bearing in their singular
parti-coloured character much resemblance to those in the
Grotta Campana at Veii® The tomb is still open, but
when last at Cervetri I could find no one who was

acquainted with its site.?

work on Lydia and Phrygia, there is a
similar well or shaft sunk in the middle
of a sepulchral chamber.

6 For notices of this tomb see Bull.
Inst., 1847, pp. 61, 97.

7 Plin. XXXV. 6.

8 See Vol. I. pp. 50—52.

® Mr. Ainsley has subsequently re-
discovered it. He describes its paintings
as more archaic than any at Tarquinii.
A description of them has been given by
Kramer (Bull. Inst. 1834, pp. 97—101),
who represents them as of the rudest
character, painted on the bare porous
tufo, which has undergone no prepara-
tion, not being even smoothed, to receive
them. The tomb was nearly elliptical, and
had an upper and lower band of figures;
those in the lower were almost effaced ;
but above, there was a man with pointed

beard, and close vest, shooting an arrow
at a stag—a lion devouring a stag, while
a second lion, squatting by, looked on—
a ram flying from another lion—and
fragments of other animals, and of a
second man with a bow. There was
much truth and expression in the beasts,
in spite of their unnatural parti-colour-
ing. The only hues used in this tomb
are black, white, and red. The face and
legs of the archer were painted white—
a very singular fact, as that was the con-
ventional hue of females. The door-
moulding was striped diagonally, as in
Egyptian architecture, with red, white,
and black. Many of the above figures,
according to Mr. Ainsley, have now dis-
appeared, and unless some means are
taken to preserve them, the rest will
soon perish. Cf. Ann. Inst. 1835, p. 183.
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GROTTA DE’ SARCOFAGL

Close to the last is a sepulchre which I shall designate
the Tomb of the Sarcophagi, from its containing three of
those large monuments, which are very rarely found at
Cexre, the dead being in general laid out on their rocky
biers, without other covering than their robes or armour.
The sarcophagi are here of alabaster—not that from Vol-
terra, but another kind from the Circeian Promontory.!
Two have the draped figure of a man on the lid, not rest-
ing, as usual, on his elbow, but reclining on his left side.
They are in a very archaic style. The hair of one is
arranged in the small stiff curls which are seen in the most
ancient Etruscan bronzes, as well as in the early monu-
ments of the East, and are shown in the reliefs from
Nineveh, recently brought to this country. The same
figure wears a chaplet of leaves, and holds a patera, and he
has two small lions of the most quaint and primitive art at
his feet. His eyes are painted black, and his lips red ; but
the rest of the monument is uncoloured. The other figure
is remarkable for his fine features ; and with mustachios,
and a torque about his neck, he much resembles a Gaul.
He has four similar lions on his couch, one at each angle.
There is a peculiarly primitive air about these figures ;
they are unlike any I have elsewhere seen on the lids of
sarcophagi, where, in truth, they have generally nothing
archaic in character.

The third sarcophagus is of temple-form, like that from
Bomarzo, now in the British Museum, but without sculp-
tured decorations.

On the wall of this tomb is scratched an Etruscan in-
scription, which in Roman letters would be v: apucus: ac.

! Bull. Inst. 1847, p. 97.
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and on a slab which served as a cippus, I read LARTHI AP.
veula, in Etruscan characters. Thence it appears that the
sepulchre was that of a family named Apucus (Apicius ?)

The front of the couches is painted with sea-monsters,
dolphins, lions, and other animals, on a stuccoed surface ;
and on the inner wall of the tomb is a band of the usual
wave-pattern.

GROTTA DELL’ ALCOVA.

Another of these newly discovered sepulchres, I shall
call the “Tomb of the Alcove,” from a singular, recessed
chamber in the further wall, like a chapel in a cathedral.
There are in fact three of these recesses, but the central
one is the most spacious, and is obviously the post of
honour, the last resting-place of the most illustrious dead
here interred. In it is a massive sepulchral couch, with a
cushion and pillows at its head, ornamented legs in relief,
and a low stool, or scamnum in front—all hewn from the
living rock. It may represent a thalamus or nuptial-couch,
rather than the usual festive xAlm or lectus, for it is double,
and must have been occupied by some noble Etruscan and
his wife, whose skulls still serve as a memento mor: to the
visitor, though a confused heap of dust on the couch is all
that is left of their bodies and integuments.

This tomb bears a striking resemblance to a temple—
in its spaciousness—in its division into three aisles by the
pillars and pilasters which support the rafter-carved roof—
in the dark shrine at the upper end, like the cella of the
god, raised on a flight of steps—and in the altar-like mass
of the couch within. Nor are the many large amphore
which strew the floor, unpriestly furniture ; though they
seem to hint at copious libations to a certain jolly god,
poured forth on the occasion of the annual sepulchral
festivals.
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But this tomb has other features of interest. The two
fluted pillars which support the roof, and the pilasters
against the inner wall, present specimens of capitals and
mouldings of a peculiar character, and throw light on that
little-understood subject—the architecture of the Etruscans.
Cuwre, indeed, is particularly rich in this respect—more so
than any other Etruscan site. Most of the newly-found
tombs have singular or beautiful architectural features ;
and others of the same character are now lost sight of, or
reclosed with earth ; one in particular, from its spacious-
ness and the abundance of such decoration, had acquired
the name of Il Palazzo. Of the students of ancient archi-
tecture who yearly flock to Rome, none should omit to
visit the tombs of Cervetri—and none would regret it.?

The last tomb I have to describe of those recently
opened in the Banditaccia, is the most interesting of all.
In truth it is by far the most interesting that has been
found in this necropolis, since the discovery of the cele-
brated Grotta Regulini-Galassi. It must be called

GRroTTA DE TARQUINJ,

or, the “ Tomb of the Tarquins!” Yes, reader—here for
the first time in Etruria has a sepulchre of that celebrated
family been discovered. The name had been met with, a
few times, on urns, and funeral furniture,® but never in any

? The pit which forms the entrance to  construction. Bull. Inst. 1845, p. 224.

each of these tombs is lined with tufo
masonry. The style is not uniform ; in
this instance it is what I have termed
em; , precisely resembling the walls
of Sutri, Falleri, and Nepi, but here of
rather smaller dimensions, the courses
being only 19 inches high. Canina re-
marks on the masonry at the mouth of
these tombs being always opus quadra-
tum, even in thoge which can with most
confidence be pronounced of mostancient

The frequent traces of the passages
having been vaulted in by the gradual
convergence of the horizontal courses,
establish their high antiquity, as prior to
the invention or practice of the arch.

3 On a spherical cippus, found at
Chiusi, was inscribed % TarcNAL," (Pas-
seri, Acheront. p. 66, ap. Gori, III.)
—¢ TARCHNAS ” on a cornelian scarabeus,
found near Piscille (Vermiglioli, Iscriz.
Perug. 1. p. 8], tav. V. 2)—“TaRcH1,”



42 CERVETRL [cHaP. xxXII.

abundance. Nor are we yet assured that it was a common
name in Etruria. We only know that there must have
been a numerous family of Tarquins settled at Cere. But
can this have been of the same race as the celebrated
dynasty of Rome? Nothing more probable. We know
that when the royal family was expelled, the king and two
of his sons, Titus and Aruns, took refuge at Ceere ; Sextus,

the elder— R
“ the false Tarquin </¢x L

Who wrought tho dped of shame) = 624,
retiring to Gabii, where he was soon after slain.* What
more likely then than that the family here interred was
descended in a direct line from the last of the Roman
kings? Though Aruns, one of the princes, was slain soon
after in single combat with the consul Brutus, at the
Arsian Wood,5 he may have left his family at Cere, and
his father and brother still survived to perpetuate the name
of Tarquin.® However it be, let the visitor to this sepulchre

on a column in the Museo Oddi at
Perugia (id. I. p. 148)— TaRrcHIs,” on
one of the urns in the Grotta de’ Vo-
lunni at Perugia—¢ TArCHISA,” on an
urn in the Museum of Florence (Lanzi,
Saggio, II. p. 417). “ TARCHU,” on a
black cinerary pot from Chiusi, now in
the same collection. The name on the
spherical disc at Toscanella, which I
thought to have been ¢ TARCHNAS,”
(See Vol. 1. p. 448), is said by Keller-
mann (Bull. Inst. 1833, p. 61, and
Suppl. 47), to be “ TarsaLus.” Lanzi
fancied that Tarchu and Tarchi were
the original Etruscan forms of the
name, and ¢ Tarchun,” the Greek form
adopted by the Romans. But it is
quite unnecessary to refer any one of
these to the Greek. Tarch was no doubt
the primitive form, with the inflexion of
Tarch-i-u, or un; from this the adjective
was formed by the usual addition of na

or nas—Tarchnas (Tarquinius), Tarchnai
(Tarquinia). The termination sa or isa
is indicative of connection by marriage,
or Tarchisa may beequivalent to Tarquitia
—an Etruscan family renowned for its
skill in divination, Plin. N. H.Llib. IL
Macrob, Sat. ITL. 7 ; cf. IL. 16 ; Amm,
Marcell. XXV. 2; J. Lydus de Ostent.
1L

4 Liv. I. 60, Dionysius says the king
fled to Gabii, where Sextus was king,
and after staying there some time in the
vain hope of inducing the Latins to take
up his cause, he removed to the city of
Etruria, whence his mother’s family had
come ; i. e, Tarquinii (V. pp. 276, 279) ;
but no mention is made of Ceere.

s Liv. IL. 6.

6 Livy (IL. 6, 9) says the elder Tar-
quin and his son Titus subsequently went
to Tarquinii, Veii, and Clusium, to raise
the cities of Etruria in their cause, and
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bear in mind the possibility, to say the least, that the
skulls he handles, and the dust he gazes on, may be those
of that proud race, whose tyranny cost them a crown—
perhaps the Empire of the World.

The first chamber you enter is surrounded by benches
of rock, and contains nothing of interest ; but in the floor
opens a long flight of steps, which lead down, not directly,
but by a bend at right angles, to a lower chamber of
much larger size” It is called by the peasantry the
“Tomb of the Inscriptions,” and well does it merit the
name ; for it has not merely a single lengthy legend, as on
the pillar of the Pompey-Tomb at Corneto, nor a name
here and there, as in the Grotta delle Iscrizioni of the same
place ; but the tomb is vocal with epigraphs—every niche,
every bench, every portion of the walls speaks Etruscan,
and echoes the name of Tarquin.

This chamber is a square, or nearly so, of thirty-five
feet, with two massive pillars in the centre, and a row of
long recesses for corpses, in the walls ; while below is a
double tier of rock-hewn benches, which also served as biers
for the dead.® The walls, niches, benches, and pillars, are
all stuccoed, and the inscriptions are painted in red or
black, or in some instances merely marked with the finger
on the damp stucco. Observe these scratched epigraphs.
They are remarkable for the wonderful freshness of the
impression. The stucco or mortar has hardened in pro-
minent ridges precisely as it was displaced ; and you might

suppose the inscription had

when the campaign of Porsenna had
failed to reinstate them at Rome, they
retired to Tusculum, to their relative
Mamilius Octavius, (Liv. IL. 15). We
hear no more of them at Ceere, yet from
their choosing that city as their first
place of refuge in their exile, it is highly
probable that they had relatives residing
there, as well as at Gabii, Tarquinii, and

been written but one day,

Tusculum. The existence of this tomb
at least establishes the Etruscan origin
of the Tarquins, which Niebuhr has
called into question (1. pp. 376, 511),

7 The depth of the floor below the
surface must be very considerable —
hardly less than 50 feet.

8 Sce the wood-cut at page 17.
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instead of more than two thousand years. No finger, not
even the effacing one of Time, has touched it, since that of
the Etruscan, who so many centuries ago recorded the
name of his just departed friend.

Were I to insert all the inscriptions of this tomb, I should
heartily weary the reader.? Let one suffice to show the
Etruscan form of the name of Tarquin,

NAHNFOIAL-LANAAT 434

‘Which in Roman letters would be
AVLE - TARCHNAS - LARTHAL - CLAN

The name, either in Etruscan or Latin,! occurs no
fewer than thirty-five times! How much oftener it was
repeated, in parts where the paint has run or faded, or the
inscriptions have become otherwise illegible, I cannot say,
but should think that not less than fifty epitaphs with this
name must have been originally inscribed in this tomb.
One fact I noticed, which seems to strengthen the proba-
bility that this family was of the royal race—namely, that
it appears to have kept itself in great measure distinct by
intermarriages, and to have mingled little with other
Etruscan families—at least when compared with similar
tombs, those of Perugia for instance, this sepulchre will be
found to contain very few other family-names introduced
in the epitaphs as matronymics.?

® 1 have given all the inscriptions that
remain legible, whether Etruscan or
Latin, in Bull. Inst. 1847, pp. 56—59.
Compare Dr. Mommsen’s version of some
of them (p. 63) which differs from mine,
though I cannot think in every instance
80 correct.

! The Latin inscriptions in this tomb
do not necessarily indicate a very late
date ; if the family were of the royal
blood of Rome, the occasional use of the
Latin character may be explained, with-

out referring these epigraphs to the
period of Roman domination. More-
over, even though in Latin letters, the
name sometimes retains its Etruscan
form—¢ TARCNA "—which is quite novel,
and a presumptive evidence of antiquity.

2 In more than forty inscriptions, I
could find only eleven names of other
families, and of these seven only were in
Etruscan characters and connected with
the name of Tarchnas ; the other four
were in Latin, and quite distinct.
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Most of the niches are double, or for two bodies. Some,
beside inscriptions, have painted decorations—a wreath, for
instance, on one side, and some crotala, or castanets, on the
other, or a wreath, and a small pot or alabastron, repre-
sented as if suspended above the corpse. Between the
niches are elegant pilasters, and in front are the legs of
couches, and the usual long, paw-footed stools, all painted
on the stucco, to make each mortuary bed resemble a
festive-couch. On one of the square pillars which support
the beamed roof, is painted a large round shield. In the
ceiling between the pillars is a shaft cut through the rock,
from the plain above.?

Like most of the tombs of the Banditaccia, which are
below the surface, this was half full of water. At the
expense of wet feet, we contrived to examine them all ; but
after heavy rains, a visit to Cere would, to many, prove
fruitless. One tomb was completely reclosed with earth
washed down from above, so that we were obliged to have
it re-excavated for our especial inspection.

GROTTA REGULINI-(FALASSI.

The sepulchre at Cervetri which has most renown, and the
greatest interest from its high antiquity, the peculiarity of
its structure, and the extraordinary nature and value of its
contents, is that called after its discoverers—the archpriest
Regulini, and General Galassi. This is one of the very few
virgin-tombs, found in Etruscan cemeteries. It was opened
in April 1836. It lies about three furlongs from Cervetri,
to the south-west of the ancient city, and not far from the

3 See the woodeut at the head of this  late the sepulchre, in preparation for the
chapter. The shaft was either used asan  annual parentalia. Such shafts are most
entrance after the doorway had been common in the tombs of Falerii; but
closed, by means of niches cut for the feet  there open generally in the anti-chamber,
and hands ; or may have served, by the  rarely in the tomb itself.
removal of the covering above, to venti-
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walls. It is said to have been inclosed in a tumulus, but
the mound was so large, and its top has been so broken by
frequent excavations, and levellings of the soil for agri-
cultural purposes, that its existence is now mere matter of

history.

The sepulchre opens in a low bank in the middle of a

field. The pecu-
liarity of its con-
struction is evident
at a glance. It is
a rude attempt at
an arch, formed by
the convergence of
horizontal strata,
hewn to a smooth
surface,and slightly
curved, so as to re-
semble a Gothic

MOUTH OF THE REGULINI-GALASS! TOMB.

arch. This is not,

however, carried up to a point, but terminates in a
square channel, covered by a large block of nenfro. The
doorway is the index to the whole tomb, which is a
mere passage, about sixty feet long, constructed on the
same principle, and lined with masonry.* This passage
is divided into two parts or chambers, communicating by
a doorway of the same Gothic form, with a truncated top.®

¢ The masonry is of rectangular blocks
of nenfro, in, the outer chamber about 18
inches long, in courses from 12 to 15
inches deep ; but in the inner, of more
massive dimensions,

5 The outer chamber is 33 feet, the
inner 24} feet long, and the thickness of
the partition-wall, 3 feet ; making the en-
tire length 60} feet. The inner doorway
is 6% feet high and 4} wide at the bottom,

parrowing upward to 1 foot at the top.
Similar passage-tombs have been found
elsewhere in this necropolis, especially in
that part called Zambra (Bull. Inst.
1840, p. 133), as well as at Palo and
Selva 1a Rocea.

Tombs of this passage-form are gene-
rally of high antiquity. These bear an
evident relation to the Treasuries of
Mycense and Orchomenos, and to the
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The similarity of the structure to the Cyclopean gallery
at Tiryns is striking ; the masonry, it is true, is far less
massive, but the style is identical, showing a rude attempt
at an arch, the true principle of which had yet to be dis-
covered. It is generally admitted, not only that such a
mode of construction must be prior to the discovery of the
perfect arch, but that every extant specimen of it must
have preceded the knowledge of the correct principle. It
is a mode not peculiar to one race, or to one age, or the
result of a particular class of materials, but is the expedient
naturally adopted in the formation of arches, vaults, and
domes, by those who are ignorant of the cuneiform prin-
ciple ; and it is therefore to be found in the earliest
structures of Egypt, Greece, Italy, and other parts of the
Old World, as well as in those of the semi-civilised races of
the New.® The Cloaca Maxima, which is the earliest
known instance of the perfect arch in Italy, dates from the
days of the Tarquins ; this tomb then must be considered
as of a remoter period, coeval at least with the earliest
days of Rome—prior, it may be, to the foundation of the
City.’

Nurhags or Nuraghe of Sardinia and
the Talajots of the Balearics, in as far
as they are roofed in on the same
principle. And they are probably of not
inferior antiquity. Like the Nuraghe
they may with good reason be regarded
as the work of the Tyrrhene Pelasgi.
The Druidical barrows of our own
country sometimes contain passage-
formed sepulchres like these of Cervetri.

¢ Stephens’ Yucatan, I. p. 429, et seq.
This traveller’s description and illus-
trations show the remarkable ana-
logy between these American pseudo-
vaults and those of ancient Europe.
The sides of the arch are hewn to a
smooth curved surface, as in the Regu-
lini tomb (see the woodcut at page 46),

and terminate not in a point, but in a
square head, formed by the imposition
of flat blocks ; the peculiarity consists
in the courses being often almost at
right angles with the line of the arch,
showing a near approach to the cunei-
form principle.

7 Cavalier Canina (Cere Antica, p. 80)
refers its construction to the Pelasgi, or
earliest inhabitants of Agylla, and assigns
to it and its contents an antiquity of not
less than 3000 years, making it coeval
with the Trojan war. He says it can be
determined that precisely in the reign of
Tarquinius Priscus, the change in the
mode of constructing the arch was
effected in Rome, for Tarquin introduced
the style from Tarquinii. But though
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The great antiquity of this tomb may be deduced also
from its contents, which were of the most archaic, Egyptian-
like character.® Scarcely any pottery, and none figured,
was found here ; but numerous articles of bronze, silver,
and gold, so abundant, so singular, and so beautiful, that
it is verily no easy task to describe them. I shall here do
little more than specify the position which they occupied
in the tomb. .

In the outer chamber, at the further. end, lay a bier of
bronze, formed of narrow cross-bars, with an elevated place
for the head.® The corpse which had lain on it, had long
since fallen to dust. By its side stood a small four-wheeled
car, or tray, of bronze, with a basin-like cavity in the
centre, the whole bearing, in form and size, a strong
resemblance to a dripping-pan ; though ornamented in a
way that would hardly become that homely instrument.

we were absolutely certain that Tarquin
built the Cloaca Maxima, we have no au-
thority for determining when the first
true arch was erected in Rome. The
principle may, for aught we know, have
been known and practised at a much
earlier period. At any rate, it is highly
probable that it had been known in Etru-
ria some time before the construction of
the Cloaca Maxima, and if at Tarquinii
whence Tarquin migrated, why not at
Ceere, a neighbouring city belonging to
the same people !  As regards this tomb
all are agreed on its very high antiquity.
Even Micali, who sees everything in a
more modern light than most of his
fellows, admits that the style of architec-
ture shows it to be prior to the foundation
of Rome (Mon. Ined. p. 359). Grifi, how-
ever,and Cavedoni (Bull. Inst.1843,p.46)
refer it to the third century of the City.
Canina is of opinion that the tomb in its
original state was surmounted by a small
tumulus, but that after the arrival of the

Lydians, another tumulus of much larger
size was constructed about it, of which
it formed a part ; traces of such a second
tumulus having been found in an encir-
cling basement of masonry and several
chambers hollowed in the rock below the
original tomb,—and that the piling up of
the earth around the latter was the
means of preserving it intact from those
who in ages past rifled the rest of the
sepulchre. This has been pronounced
by a most able critic, to be “a sagacious
analysis.” Bull. Inst. 1838, p. 172,

8 Lepsius, no medn authority on Egyp-
tian matters, remarks the evident imita-
tion of Egyptian forms (Ann. Inst. 1836,
p 187). The ordinary observer would not
hesitate to pronounce the figures on some
of the vessels to be purely Egyptian.

? A learned friend suggests that this
reticulated bier may be regarded as
an illustration of the efrppror Aéxos of
Paris and Helen. Iliad ITI. 448,
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On the other side of the bier lay some thirty or forty little
earthenware figures ; probably the Lares of the deceased,
who had not selected his divinities for their beauty. At
the head and foot of the bier stood a small iron altar on
a tripod, which may have served to do homage to these
household gods. At the foot of the bier also lay a bundle
of darts, and a shield ; and several more shields rested
against the opposite wall. All were of bronze, large and
round like the Greek éonis, and beautifully embossed, but
apparently for ornament alone, as the metal was too thin
to have been of service in the field. Nearer the door
stood a four-wheeled car, which, from its size and form,
seemed to have borne the bier to the sepulchre. And just
within the entrance stood, on iron tripods, a couple of
cauldrons, with a number of curious handles terminating in
griffons’ heads, together with a singular vessel—a pair of
bell-shaped vases, united by a couple of spheres.!® Besides
these articles of bronze, there was a series of vessels sus-
pended by bronze nails from each side of the recess in the
roof.! The cauldrons, dripping-pan, and bell-vessel, are
supposed to have contained perfumes, or incense, for fumi-
gating the sepulchre.

This tomb had evidently contained the body of a warrior ;
but to whom had the inner chamber belonged ? The
intervening doorway was closed with masonry to half its
height, and in it stood two more pots of bronze, and

© Much like that shown at page 58.

! The nails thus supporting crockery
or bronzes in Etruscan tombs, throw
light on the use of them in the so-called
Treasury of Atreus, at Mycense, where
they have long been supposed to have
fastened the plates of bronze with which
it was imagined the walls were lined. It
has been suggested, however, that no
nails ever existed in that celebrated

VOL. II.

Thesaurus, but that certain nodules in
the blocks have been mistaken for
them. Bull. Inst. 1836, p. 58—Wolff.
But admitting that there were really
nails, it is far more probable that they
served to support pottery or other sepul-
chral furniture, than a lining of metal,
seeing it is now generally admitted that
the so-called “ Treasuries" of Greece
were no other than tombs.
E
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against each door-post hung a vessel of pure silver. There
were no urns in this chamber, but the vault was hung with
bronze vessels, and others were suspended on each side the
entrance. Further in, stood two bronze cauldrons for per-
fumes, as in the outer chamber: and then, at the end of
the tomb, on no couch, bier, or sarcophagus, not even on
a rude bench of rock, but on the bare ground,? lay—a
corpse ?—no, for it had ages since returned to dust, but
a number of gold ornaments, whose position showed most
clearly that, when placed in the tomb, they were upon a
human body. The richness, beauty, and abundance of these
articles, all of pure gold, were amazing—such a collection,
it has been said, “ would not be found in the shop of a
well-furnished goldsmith.”® There were, a head-dress of
singular character—a large breastplate, beautifully embossed,
such as was worn by Egyptian priests—a finely twisted
chain, and a necklace of very long joints—earrings of great
length—a pair of massive bracelets of exquisite filagree-
work—no less than eighteen fibule or brooches, one of
remarkable size and beauty—sundry rings, and fragments of
gold fringes and lamine, in such quantities, that there
seemed to have been an entire garment of pure gold. It
is said that the fragments of this metal crushed and
bruised, were alone sufficient to fill more than one basket.*
Against the inner wall lay two vessels of silver, with
figures in relief.

This abundance of ornament has led to the conclusion
that the occupant of this inner chamber was a female of

2 Canina (Cere Ant. p.75) states that 3 Bull. Inst. 1836, p. 60.
the floor under the corpse, in both ¢ Bull. Inst. 1836, p. 60. Though
tombs, was paved with stones cemented  this is somewhat vague, it conveys the
together — aclci collegati in caloe—an  jdea of the great abundance of this metal.
unique feature, and worthy of particular It was found crushed beneath a mass of
notice in connection with the very re- fallen masonry,
mote antiquity of the tomb.
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rank—a view confirmed by the inscriptions found in the
tomb.®* But may it not have been a priest with equal
probability ? The breastplate is far more like a sacerdotal
than a feminine decoration ; and the other ornaments, if
worn by a man, would simply mark an oriental character,®
and would be consistent enough with the strong Egyptian
style observable in many of the contents of this sepulchre.”

On each side of the outer passage was a small circular,
domed chamber, hewn in the rock, one containing an urn

s Canina, Cere Antica, p. 76. Cave-
doni, Bull. Inst. 1843, p. 46. The in-
scriptions wereon several of the silver ves-
sels, and consisted merely of the female
name “ LARTHIA,” or “M1 LanTHIA,”
in Etruscan characters. This was con-
jectured to signify the proprietor of these
vessels, who, it was eoncluded, was also
the occupant of the tomb. Larthia is
the feminine of Lar, Lars, or Larth, as
it is variously written.

¢ The necklace appears too massive
and clumsy for a female’s neck ; fbule
would be applicable to either sex ; ear-
rings were not considered inappropriate
to males in the East, any more than
they are now in southern Europe ; and
bracelets of gold, we are taught by the
old legend of Tarpeis, to regard as the
common oruaments of Sabine soldiers in
very early times. And though Niebuhr
(I. p. 226) has pronounced these golden
decorations of the Sabines to have had
no existence, save in the imagination of
the poet who sang the lay, the discoveries
made since his day, especially in Etrus-
can tombs, prove the abundance of gold
ornaments in very early times, and also
their warlike application ; so that what-
ever improbability there be in the story,
arises merely from its inconsistency with
the simple, hardy mannersof the Sabines.
Yet even here, the analogy of the golden
torques of the rude and warlike Gauls

might be cited in support of the legend.

Micali (Mon. Ined. p. 60) is surprised
that the ornaments in this tomb should
ever have been supposed to belong to a
priest, for the breastplate and fibule,
from their fragility, were evidently, he
thinks, mere sepulchral decorations ; and
the bracelets show a funereal subject—
a woman attacked by lions, and rescued
by two winged genii—which he inter-
prets as the soul freed from the power
of evil spirits by the intervention of
good. It may be remarked that the form
of this tomb is that prescribed by Plato
(Leg. XII. p. 947, ed. Steph.) for
Greek priests—a grave under ground,
a lengthened vault of choice stones, hard
and imperishable, and having parallel
couches of rock.” 