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BFEADER

S the principal merit of works of this kind is truth, it may not

be amifs to prefix to this, fuch an account of the manner in which

it was undertaken, and executed, as will give the publick an op-
portunity of judging what credit it deferves.

Two gentlemen, whofe curiofity had carried them more than once to
the continent, particularly to Italy, thought, that a voyage, properly con-
ducted, to the moft remarkable places of antiquity, on the coaft of the Me-

diterrancan, might produce amufement and improvement to themielves,
as well as fome advantage to the publick.

As I'had already {een moft of the places they intended to vifit, theéy. did me
the honour of communicating to me their thoughts upon that head, and I
with great pleafure accepted their kind invitation to be of {o agreeable a party.

- The knowledge I had of thofe gentlemen, in different tours through

France and Italy, promifed all the fuccefs we could wifh from fuch a voyage s
their ftrict friendfhip for one another, their love of antiquities and the
fine arts, and their being well accuftomed for feveral years to travelling,
were circumitances very requifite to our fcheme, but rarely to be met
with in two perfons, who with tafte and leifure for fuch enquiries, are
equal both to the expence and fatigue of them.

It was agreed, that a fourth perfon in Italy, whofe abilities as an archi-
teét and draftfman we were acquainted with, would be abfolutely neceffary.
We accordingly wrote to him, and fixed him for the voyage. The drawings
he made, have convinced all thofe who have feen them, that we could not
have employed any body more fit for our purpofe.

Rome was appointed for our place of rendezvous, where having pafled
the winter together, we were to proceed to Naples, and there to embark
in the {pring on board a fhip hired for us in London, and fitted out with
EVErY thing we could think might be ufeful. All this we performed with-
out deviating from our original plan, except in a few particulars, where ac-
cidents it was impofllible to forefee, made fome alterations neceffary.

We paffed the winter together at Rome, and employed moft of that time
in refrefhing our memories with regard to the antient hiftory and geography
of the countries we propofed to fee.

~ We met our fhip at Naples in the {pring. She brought from London a
library, confifting chiefly of all the Greek hiftorians and poets, {fome books
of antiquities, and the beft voyage writers, what mathematical inftruments

< Wwe
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we thought neceffary, and fuch things as might be proper prefents for the Tur-
kith Grandees, or others, to whom, 1n the courfe of our voyage, we thould be
obliged to addrefs ourfelves.

We vifited moft of the iflands of the Archipelago, part of Greece in Europe;
the Afiatick and European coafts of the Helle{pont, Propontis and Bolp horus,
as far as the Black-fea, moft of the inland parts of Afia Minor, Syria, Ph{:EIll-
cia, Paleftine and Egypt.

The various countries we went through, furnifh, no doubt, much entertain-
ment of different forts. . But however we might each of us have fome fa-
vourite curiofity to indulge, what engaged our greateft attention was rather
their antient than prefent ftate.

It is impofiible to confider with indifference thofe countries which gave birth
to letters and arts, where foldiers, orators, philofophers, poets and artifts have
{hewn the boldeft and happiﬂﬁ ﬂi_ghts of geniUS , and done the greateﬂ: honour
to human nature.

Circumftances of climate and fituation, otherwife trivial, become interefting

from that conneCtion with great men, and greataétions, whichhiftory and poetry .

have given them: The life of Miltiades or Leonidas could never be read with
{o much pleafure, as on the plains of Marathon or at the ﬂ:lEléhtS of Thermopy-
lze: the Iliad has new beauties on the banks of the Scamander, and the QOd yile
1s moft pleafing in the countries where Ulyfles travelled and Homer fung

Theparticular pleafure, itistrue, which an imagination warmed upon the fpot
receives from thofe {cenes of heroick aétions, the traveller only can feel, noris
it to be communicated by defeription. But claffical ground not only makcs us
always relith the poet, or hiftorian more, but fometimes helpsus to underftand
them better. Where we thought the prefent face of the country was the beft
comment on an antient author, we made our draft{man take a view, or makea
plan of it. This fort of entertainment we extended to poetical geography, and
fpent a fortnight, with great pleafure, in making a map of the Scamandrian plain,
with Homer in our hands.

In{'cuptlnus we copied as they fell in our way, and carried off the marbles

“whenever it was poflible; for the avarice or fuperftition of the inhabitants made

that task difficult and iﬂmt:tlmes 1mpra&1mhle.

The only opportunity we had of procuring any manufcripts, was among the

- Maronite churches of Syria; and though thn:r{c we met with in Greek were very

little interefting, either as to their {ubjet or cuwuaajc, yet it did not difcourage
us from pumhaimg {everalin Syriacand Arabick, in the fame places, as we chofe
rather to bring home a great many bad things, than run the risk of leaving any
thing curious in ldnguagjcs we did not underftand.

Architecture took up our chief attention; and in this enquiry our expeéta-
tions were more fully fatisfied. All lovers of that art muft be fenfible:that the
meafures of the antient buildings of Rome, by Monficur Defgodetz, have been
of the greateft ufe: We imagined that by attempting to follow the fame method
in thofe countries where architeéture had its origin, ‘or at leaft arrived at the
higheft degree of perfection it has ever attained, we might do fervice.

it
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Tt was chiefly with this view, that we vi ited molt of the places in Afia Mi-

nor, Where we could expect any remains of buildings of a good age; we {&l-

dom had reafon to regret the trqubh: we were at in this purfuit, particularly in
Lydia, Ionia and Caria. Few ruims were {o cﬂm;_}lﬁlaﬂy fuch, as not to preferve
1,,:51-3; valuable fragments, cipecially as we had P_rmfided our {-:11-'&5“1.5.-'11:11 tools for
digoing, and {ometimes employed the peafants in that way, for feveral days, to
gﬂdd purpofe.

The examples of the three Greek orders in architeture, which we met with,
might furnifh a tolerable hiftory of the rife and progrefs of that art, at leaft the
changes it underwent, from the time of Pericles * to that of Dioclefian. We
thought 1t would be proper to o1ve Palmyra firft, as that part about which the
curiofity of the publick feems moft prefling; the fuccefs which this work: meets,

will determine the fate of the reit. -

Such was our {cheme, and fuch the manner in which we carried it mnto practice,
in fpight of fome difcouraging difficulties, infeparable from an undertaking of
this kind; and though, atour fetting out, we 1*11’1(3".’:-‘1]‘[%1}1 engaged w 1t}1 oreat fa-
ticue, expence and dapger, yet, upon the whole, it would have anlwered our
expectations, as to pleafure, as well as profit, had not our happinels been mter-
rupted by the molt affecting misfortune which could poflibly have happened to
our little fociety ; when I fay, this was the death of Mr. BouveRriEe, all thofe
who had the pleafure of knowing that gentleman, muft pity our fituation at that

time.

Befides thofe virtues, the lofs of which we regret in common with all his

friends, he had qualities particularly well adapted to the part he bore i this

voyage; the great objets of his private entertainment was almoft every thing
which comes within the circle of Virtll, in which, he had acquired fuch know-
ledge, by feveral journies to Rome, that his opinion in thofe matters had au-
thority among the connoifleurs of that country ; and indeed his collection of draw-
ings, medals, intaglio’s and cameq’s, (which wnu!cl have grown very confider-
able had he lived) are proofs of the correctnefs of his taite.

How much the lofs of fuch a perfon muft have broke in upon the {pirit of
our party, may eafily be fuppofed. Had he lived to have feen Palmyra we fhould,
no doubt, have lefs occalion to beg mdulgence for fuch inaccuracies as may be

found in the following work.

An accident fo highly diftrefling would have entirely difconcerted us, had it not
been for the uncommon activity and relolution of our furviving friend ; and, in-
dt:ed, if any thmg could make us forgr:t that Mr. BOUVERIE was dt‘ﬁd, It was

that Mr. DawkiINs was living.

If the following {pecimen of our joint labours fhould in any degree fatisty
publick curiofity, and refcue from oblivion the magnificence of Palmyra, it 1s

* 1 mean with the addition of the antient buildings 4':ﬁ the
Attica, which make no parc of our colleétion, for the follow-
ng reafon. Whenwe arrived ac Athens, we found Mr. STEW-
ant and Mr. Rever, two Englith painters, fuccefsfully em-
ployed in taking mealures of all che archictecture there, and
making drawings of all the bas reliefs, with a view to pub-
1ifh them, according to 4 ftheme they had communicated Lo

us at Rome. We were much pleafed to find that fome of
the moft beautifil works of the antienes were to be prelerved
by perfons fo much more equal to the tafk; and thercfore did
no more at Athens than fatisfy our own curiofity, leaving it
to Mr. StzwanrtT and Mr, Rever to fatisfy that of the
publick. We hope they may mect with that encouragement
which fo ufeful a work deferves.

b OWINg

http://digi.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/diglit/wood1753 /0007
© Universitatsbibliothek Heidelberg

gefdrdert durch die

FG




UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
HEIDELBERG

POt R R OEIA D EER,

owing entirely fo this gentleman, who was {o indefatigable in his attention to fee
every thing done accurately, that there is {carce a meafure in this work which
he did not take himfelf.

At the fame time that, by this declaration, I difclaim any fhare of merit which
the publick, uninformed of the truth, might have given me, 1 cannot help
i return indulging my vanity with a circumftance, which I am fure does me
honour, viz. that my being the publifher of thefe fheets is owing to Mr. Daw-
kINs his friendfhip for me, who while he highly enjoys the pleafure of contri-
buting to thc advancement of arts in this manner, declines the profitswhich may
arife from this publication.

If I venture to mention this fingle inftance of my friend’s regard for me, I
{hall compound with him for that liberty, by fuppreffing others without number:
To join Mr. Dawkins’ name with mine (where I muft {till continue to be the only
oainer) s, I fear, little lefs than impertinent, but itis the impertinence of gra-
titude, which, like love, is never more aukward in 1t’s declarations than when it 1s
moft {incere and in earneft.

ROBERT WOOD.

THE

http://digi.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/diglit/wood1753 /0008
© Universitatsbibliothek Heidelberg

gefardert durch die

DFG




UNIVERSITATS-
BIRLIOTHEE
HEIDELBERG

AN

Bl O s B R Y

N0 - THE

ANTIENT 5TATE

OF

& L J. -0 7 K

% U R account of Palmyra is confined merely to that ftate of decay in
9§ which we found thofe rums in the year 1751. It 1s not probable that
the reader’s curiofity fhould ftop here: The prefent remams of that city
are certainly too interciting to admit of our indifference about what it has been ;
when and by whom it was built 5 the fingularity of its fituation (feparated from the
reft of mankind by an uninbabitable defart,) and the fource of riches Fifﬁffm:y fo
the ﬁ;ppm*: of ﬁ{f.f:r m&:ggg}&wm, are f_uh_]ﬁi:?cs which very naturally engage our
attention. The following Enquiry is an attempt, i fome mealure, to fatisfy
that curiofity. ' ' |

It feems very remarkable, that Balbeck and Palmyra, perhapsthe two moft
furprifing remains of antient magnificence which are now left, thould be fo
much neglected in hiftory, that, except what we can learn from the infcriptions,
all our information about them, would fcarce amount to more than probable
conjecture.

Does not even this filence of hiftory, carry with it nftruction, and teach us
how much we are i the dark with regard to fome periods of antiquity ?

It 15 the natural and common fate of cities to have their memory longer pre-
ferved than their rumms.  Troy, Babylon and Memphis are now known only from
books, while there 1s not a ftone left to mark their fituation. But here we have
two inftances of confiderable towns out-living any account of them, Our cu-
riofity about thele places s rather raifed by what we fee than what we read, and
Balbeck and Palmyra are in a great meafure left to tell their own ftory.

Shall we attribute this to the lofs of books, or conclude that the Antients
did not think thofe buildings fo much worth notice as we do? If we can {uppofe
the latter, it feems to juftify our admmration of their works. ‘Their filence about
Balbeck, gives authority to what they fay of Babylon, and the works of Pal-
my?ra {carce mentioned, become vouchers for thofe fo much celebrated of Greece
and Egypt.

B ﬁny

http://digi.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/diglit/wood1753 /0009
© Universitatsbibliothek Heidelberg

gefdrdert durch die

FG




UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
HEIDELBERG

Fabulous

Hiltory.

Lalomon

bustle Pal-

myra.

THE ANTIENT STATE

Any authorities I can colleét from the Antients, inmediately relating to
Palmyra, might be thrown into a very fmall compafs; but as perfons of more
leifure may, if they think it worth while, enlarge and correct thefe hints,
I fhall not only produce {uch materials as I have met with, but alfo give the
hiftorical order in which I fearched for them, by taking a fhort view of the moft
remarkable revolutions of Syria, from the earlieft account of this place, which
may at leaft be of fome ufe towards a more diligent and accurate enquiry.

To what information hiftory affords I fhall add what may be gathered from
the tafte of the Architecture, and from the inferiptions.

THE Arabick tranflator of Chronicles * makes Palmyra older than Solomon ;
John of Antioch furnamed Malala® fays, that he built 1t on the {pot where
David llew Goliah, mn memory of that action; and Abul Farai© mentions m
what year, with other particularities,

But thefe and other accounts of the early ftate of Palmyra, which might be
colle€ted from the Arabian hiftorians, bear fuch evident marks of fable and wild
conjec¢ture, that we fhall pafs them over, and come to the earlieft hiftorical au-
thority which deferves to be quoted as {fuch.

That Solomon built Tedmor in the wildernefs we are told in the Old tefta-
ment ;¢ and that this was the fame city which the Greeks and Romans called
afterwards Palmyra, tho’ the Syrians retamned the firft name, we learn from

Jofephus. ¢ We may add the authority of St. Jerom, who (if the vulgar latn

verfion be his) thinks Tedmor and Palmyra are only the Syrian and Greek
names of the fame place.

What {eems to ftrengthen this opinion is, that at this prefent time the Arabs
of the country call it Tedmor,’ and we follow their pronunciation as the beft
authority for this way of writing that name.

Ammianus Marcellinus ¢ takes notice of the attachment of the natives of
Syria to the old names of their cities, which they kept up notwithftanding the
Greek ones given by Seleucus Nicator, when he rebuilt them. And there are
now feveral inftances in that country of the old name of a place preferved by
the Arabs, while the Greck one is from long difufe forgot and unknown m
the country. Thus the Acco® of the Old teftament in the tribe of Afher,
was called by the Greeks Ptolemais, but now by the inhabitants Acca, the ori-
ginal pame only altered i one letter ; and Haran where Abraham dwelt be-
fore he fet out for the Land of promife, was afterwards the Carrhee of the Ro-
mans ; buthasagain recovered its firft name, Haran.

It feems natural for people to have this affe&ion for the names their towns
bore during their ftate of freedom and profperity ; and an unwillingnefs to admit
innovations impofed by conqueft is obfervable in all countries, but no where
more than among the Arabs, who, notwithftanding the frequent attempts made

* g Chron. B, ; ® Dynaftiar. lib. 5. * Of feveral antient ways of writing this name the 3{5‘.‘}‘.‘:,?
¢ Verf. Pocoe. L Kings, g. and z Chron. 8. of the Alexandrian Copy COmes neareil the pronunciation of
¢ Antig. Jud. ]':L"I- 8. Pere Hardouin’s objeftions to this the prefent Arabs. We take the Greek name Palmyra from
opinion frem Ell}ﬂl’n}? to arife from his ignorance of the the inferiptions, though Jofephus writes 'at.;f{;.‘}_“ w and Pliny
prefent ftate of this place, Palmira, B Lib, 14, * Judges i, 31-

u Pﬂﬂ
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OF PALMYRA. 23

upon them, boaft a longer independence and a purer antiquity than any other
nation,

But that thefe ruins which we vifited were the works of Solomon, we
only offer as the Eﬁz}bliﬂlﬂd opinion of the prefent inl}abitants of Palmyra, who,
perfectly fatisfied of the truth of it, add {everal curious anecdotes, and point
out his feraglio, his harem, the tomb of a favourite concubine, with {everal

other particulars :  All thefe mighty things, fay they, * Solomon the fon of
« David did by the afliftance of {pirits.”®

Whatever buildings then Solomon may have erected here, we fhall {uppofe
to have perithed long fince, even tho’ we had.not the authority of John of

Antioch to fupport us, who affirms that Nebuchadnezzar deftroyed this city weuen.
before he befieged Jerufalem. - e

{troyed it.
'Buildings in the tafte of thofe of Palmyra cannot reafonably be fuppofed
prior to the time the Greeks got footing in Syria; and thereforeit is not fur-
prizing that we find nothing of that city in the accounts of the Babylonian and
Perfian conquefts of this country; nor that Xenophon fhould take no noticeX rot men-
of it in his Retreat of the ten-thoufand, tho’ he gives a very accurate account ;;:péa;f:li:;::h{:
of the Defart, and muft have left this place not a great way to the right m his Yowger.

march towards Babylon.

Nor could one for the fame reafon expedt more from the accounts of Alex- Ot of Alex-
ander the great than what ufe he, or his cnemies might have made of fuch Grew.
a fituation, when he marched through this Defart to Thapfacus on the Euphrates,
which was the place where he, as well as Darius and Cyrus the Younger,

paffed that River.

From the death of Alexander to the reduction of Syria to a Roman province Not ken
would {feem a more proper period for enquiring about Palmyra. Seleucus Nica- :;'EI-:L-L:rITL\&t
tor wasa great builder, and tho’ the ruins of Antioch on the Orontes and Se- -;::5;::5:35;:
leucia, at the mouth of the fame river, are inconfiderable, yet what is left to bepird o =

! u man :r' CLleE
feen of them, fhews, the good Greeck manner of that happy age of architec-insyia
ture. So convenient a fituation as that of Palmyra, between thefe two great
cities already mentioned and Seleucia on the Tyeris, as alio between the Euphra-
tes and the great trading towns on the coaft of the Mediterranean, could hardly o

be over-looked ; and mdeed as a frontier towards the Parthians, its importance tees =

: ; Frontier
muft have been great, from the time Arfaces the founder of that empire took mfthae
Scleucus Callinicus prifoner.  Thefe might be good reafons for fuppofing the deratie =

gy - - = . 2 ) carly as Se-
buildings of Palmyra a work of fome of the Seleucida, had we any hiftorical lewcus Cali
authority to fupport fuch an opinion ; but I cannot find even the name of this Yetitis no:

ity in a i huitory, nthc hifto
ﬂlt? n Hﬂ}‘r Pﬂrt Df th':Ir hli 'UI'} :.‘.:}:I:hu Ee]cc:lf-
K.

It is true, the Ara of Seleucus was ufed at Palmyra, as we fhallfee from the
micriptions, but all that we can infer from thence, is, that this city i‘ubmittn_ed T
Alexander, and was governed, at leaft for fome time by his fucceflors; an opmion
hD‘.’fE"’»’CI‘j which, were 1t not otherwile Pl'ﬂh'ﬂbl{'}? could ﬁ:&rgﬂl}r be fEC&ivcd
meerly upon this evidence ; for why might we not fuppofe that o trading a
Eit}": tho indﬂpﬂﬂdt‘:ﬂ't of the Seleucidm, might have introduced the fame method

* Solyman Ebn Doud, | wails in all eountries where there are old ruins, and in Traly is
b They as firmly believed thar we made ufe of the fame not meerly confined to che common people,
affiftance in fearching after treafure. This odd opinion pre-

O _ of
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of reckoning their time, which their neighbours ufed, as a matter of con~
venience ?
wot menis  Lhe Roman hiftory of Syria comes next under confideration. That

pned when

Pompey . COuntry was conquered by Pompey, when a tafte for the finearts had been
conquergd ],C {-. * . d d R d h d d h :[- {- h- h h *
this roury. for fome time introduced at Rome, and had made the fame progrefs which their
arms had done in Greece and Afia; and when not only the riches of thefe pro-
vinces, but their architefture, painting, and fculpture became objeéts of en-
quiry to a Roman governour. One would imagine that Palmyra might have ora-
tified both their curiofity and avarice, and yet we do not meet with any mention
Appears fcft of this city m their hiftory, untill Mark Anthony’s * attempt to plunder it,

man iftory which they efcaped by removing their moft valuable effects over the Euphrates,

inn the time

of Mak - and defending the paffage of the river by their archers.

Anthony.

The pretence he made ufe of to give fuch conduct a colour of juftice, was,
that they did not obferve a juft neutrality between the Romans and Parthians ;
but Appian ® fays his real motive was to enrich his troops with the plunder of
the Palmyrenes, who were merchants, and fold the commodities of India and
Arabia to the Romans.

When ey We may conclude from hence they were at that time a rich, trading, free
i 1

free wading people.  How long they had been in poffeffion of thefe advantages, we are left
PrOpag: 2
to guefs.

It feems probable that their riches, and of courfe their trade, muft have been
of fome ftanding ; for we fhall find by the inferiptions, that in lefs than forty
years after, they were luxurious and expenfive to fuch degree, as muft have
required confiderable wealth to fupport.

As to the time when they acquired their freedom, we are likewife left to
conjecture.

Do&tor Halley c 1s of opinion, that ¢ when the Romans got footing in thefe
¢ parts, and the Parthians feemed to puta ftop to their farther conqueft in the
¢ Eaft, then was the city of Palmyra, by reafon of its fituation, being a frontier
¢ and in the midft of a vaft fandy defart, where armies could not fubfift to reduce
¢ it by force, courted and carefled by the contending princes, and permitted to
¢ continue a free {tate.”

But I cannot help thinking thereare good reafons for giving their freedom an
earlier date. That impt}rtance as a frontier, to which the Doé&tor attributes their
liberty, was as confiderable before the Roman conqueit as afterwards : the many
wars the Seleucide were engaged in, offered {everal good opportunities of with-
drawing themfelves from the dominion of thofe princes. Befides, it does not {feem
probable that Palmyra {hould have fubmitted to the ufurpation of Tigranes, and
yet have become free under Pompey, who drove that prince out of the country;
and indeed Pompey’s beft excufe for not giving up Syria to ® Antiochus Afiati-
cus, was, that the Romans could defend it from the infults of its neighbours,
which the Syrians themifelves could not.

* Appian de Bell, Civil, lib. 5, * Account of the antient ftate of Palmyra, Philof, Tranfacts
= lbid, ] 4 Appian in Syriac, :

Ptﬂlemy
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Ptolemy oives us the names of {everal Citiesf in the Palmyrene, fome of which
are repeated in Peutinger’s tables, but, I believe none of them to be met with
any where elfe. He allo mentions a river at Palmyra.

I am not {fo much furprifed to fee nothing of this city in other antient geo-
graphers, as that Strabo, our faithful guide round the Mediterranean, (who of

all thofe writers had molt judoment, with moft curiofity) {hould not even mention
its name. - :

Pliny ¢ has very happily collected, in a few lines, the moft ftriking circum-
ftances with regard to this place, except that he takes no notice of the build-

¢ Palmyra is remarkable for fituation, a rich foil and pleafant ftreams; it is
{furrounded on all fides by a vaft fandy defart, whicl'totally feparates it from
the reft of the world, and has preferved its independence between their two
great empires of Rome and Parthia, whofe firlt care when at war, 1s to en-
oage it in their ntereft. It 1s diftant from Seleucia ad Tigrim 337 miles,

a2 b
from the neareft part of the Miditerranean 203 and from Damafcus 176.”

(4 4

(1

Lk

Lk

In its flourtthing ftate Palmyra could by no means fall thort of this deferip- mi scoom
tion ; its ¢fituation’ is fine, under a ridge of hills towards the welt, and a little i,

with what

above the level of a moft extenlive plain, which it commands to the eaft. Nl

Thofe hills were covered with great numbers of fepulchral monuments, fe-
veral of which remain almoft entire, and have a very vencrable afpeét.

What € foll’ remains 1s extreamly rich, and ¢ its waters” very limpid, rifing
conftantly, and in greater abundance in fummer than in winter, from rocks clofe
by the town, at fuch a height as to be capable of recetving any diretion. What
Ptolemy calls the river of Palmyra, I fuppofe to have been no more than the
united ftreams from thofe fountains, which ftill continue to flow with a pretty
{iart current as far as their old channels remain entire. Thofe were lined
with ftone, to prevent the lofs of water, which for want of the fame care
1s now foon foaked up in the fand, without producing much verdure ; tho’a con-
{iderable {fpot immediately about the town might certainly with little pains be
rendered fertile. The hills, and no doubt a great part of the defart, were formerly
covered with palm-trees, which we have feen grow i the drieft fandy defarts.
Abulfeda mentions the palm as well as fig-trees of Palmyra, and the merchants

who went thither from Aleppo in 1691, take notice of feveral, tho’ we could
find but one left in the country.

The other particulars mentioned by Pliny, ¢ as its fituation in the midft of a
¢ yaft defart, which totally {eparates it from the reft of the world; its indepen-
“ dence; how neceffary its friend(hip to the two great contending powers, the
¢ Parthians and Romans,” are all circumftances which ftrongly characterize
Palmyra. ¢ The diftance’ he gives it from ¢ Seleucia, Damafcus and the Me-
diterranean’ are tolerably exalt, tho’ fomething too great.

2 Palmyra urbs nobilis feu, divitiis foli atq; aquis am:enis, | utring; cura; abelt a Seleucia Parthorum que vocaeur ad Ti-

valto undiq; ambitu arenis includic agros, ac velut terrls €= | grim 337 millibus paffium, 2 proximo vera Syria littore
cmpta a rerum natura 5 privata {oree inter duo fumma HOpe- aog millibus & a Damalco 27 propms,  Plip, lib, v. Nat
ria Romanorum Parthorume; & prima in difcordia femper | Hilk,

D We
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Not meni-  We hear nothing of this city either in Trajan or Adrian’s expeditions

Sursproges to the eaft, tho' they muft have pafled ei.ther thmugl{ or near 1t. Stepha-

Countiies. 1315 Indeed mentions Palmyra being repaired by Adrman, and called from

of adian. that Adrianople. It feems odd, that we {hould have no _better authority
for this, while that emperor has been fo much complimented for lels
confiderable works in feveral parts of Greece.

thro” thole

LaRomn  Palmyra is called upon the coins of Caracalla 2 Roman colony, which

oo ¢ we know from Ulpian was Juris Italict.
Caracalla.

er . We find from the inferiptions, * that they joined Alexander Severusin
mdersevers hyjs expedition againft the Perfians.

amainft the
Parthians.

e We do not meet with Palmyra again until the reign of Gallienus,
conlplcuous .

confpicsors —ohen it malees a principal figure in the hiftory of thole times, and in a
ofCGallens. £ years experiences the greateft viciffitudes of good and bad fortune.

The faks relating to this fhort, but interefting period are rimpcrf_r:&]j;n i'lfl‘ld
varioufly handed down tc us by Zof Imus, Vnplic;m;, and I L*EbEEHlT_IS I E::qu.
I fhall attempt to throw into fome order the icparate paflages in thele hi-
{torians, which feem moft for our prefent purpoie; smc! leaving it to others
to reconcile their different accounts, fhall make ufe of the authority
which has gained moft credit.

T I E Roman affairs in the eaft had been for fome time in a very de-
odmatin. plorable fituation, when Odenathus, 2 Palmyrene, but of what fanuly or
rank originally in the ftate, is not agreed, made fo proper a ufe of this {itu-
ation between the twe great rival empires of Rome and Perfia, as to get
the ballance of power iato his hands.

moiicis. It appears that he declared 1n favour of different interefls, as alterations
in the face of affairs made it neceflary. The alliance which gained him
v, MOfE reputation was with Gallienus. His courage, activity, and remark-
" able patience of fatigue, were the very oppofite of the {hameful neghgence
of that emperor, who feemed even pleafed with the captivity of his fa-
ther Valerian, prifoner of Sapor king of Perfia, and treated by him with

the greateft ndignity.

rewssr.  Odenathus joined the fhattered remains of the Roman army in Syria,
routed Sapor the Perfian king, and advanced as far as Ctefiphon, the capi-
tal of his empire, victorious in {everal engagements.

He returned from this expedition with great applaufe, and a confider-
1, st gble booty, and was for his fervices declared by Gallienus, Auguftus and

Augultus

adcopue- cO-partner of the empire, a reward which does him honour with pofteri-

ner of the

mre. ty, not becaufe Gallienus confered it, but that the publick approved®
of it. \

* Infeription the IXth. E tatemn Romanam, &c.—Odenatum participato imperio Au-
* Treb. Poll. fays, Laudatur fanc ejus optimum fadtum, nam

confulto Valeriani frateis fui & Lucilli propinqui, ubi comperit cudi juffit, quod & fenatus & urbs & omnis xtas gratanter
ab Odenato Perfas yaftatos redactam Mifibin & Carrasin potef- 1 accepity

Another
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Another confiderable piece of {ervice done by Odenathus to the Roman i B

: tetld i,
CMPEror, was the defeat of Bﬂlllﬂﬂj one of the many Rretﬁlldﬁl‘s to the EI'Ilplre \

in thofe times of confufion. He was an officer of much experience and
areat merit, had ferved under Valerian, and was his particular favourite.
The many good qualitics rccorded of him in the letters of that emperor
{hew, that he might have been a dangerous enemy, had not Odenathus
removed him.

Believes Afs
i ‘I_

The , laft publick attion of Odenathus, was, his relieving Afia minor retieres
from the Goths, who had over-run feveral of its rich provinces, COmmit- e o,
ting great ravages; but retired upon his approach. He 1s generally fup-
poied to have been murder’d m purfuing them, by Mwzonius his kinfman, % mesderd.

Herodes, his {fon by a former wife, whom he had joined with him in wintist
the empire, fuffered the fame fate; of whom all we know from hiftory s,
15, that he was delicate and luxurious to a great degree, much indulged
by his father, and as much hated by his ftep-mother Zenobia.

The fhort and confufed accounts we have of Odenathus, rather raife
than fatisfy our curiofity, and give great reafon to regret the lofs of an ora-
tion written by Longinus in his praife, and mentioned by Libanius®.  But Hicursee
whatever uncertainty there may be about fome part of his life, it is agreed
by all, that he had many great and good qualities.  Pollio fays, the Roman
affairsin the eaflt muft have been totally ruined, had he not engaged him-
{elf in their intereft; and reckons his death an inftance of the divine

vengeance upon that people.

Mazonius, the kinfman and murderer of Odenathus, {urvived but q Meonivs

little whale; he was faluted emperor, and {oon atter cut off by the fol-buisn

Hedy murdered,
diers, :

Odenathus left behind him his queen Zenobia, and two {ons by her, zsobi.
Herencanius and Timolaus, others add Vaballathus®, {uppofed by fome
rather the fon of Herodes.

Her extraordinary character and various fortunes feem fo much to de-
{erve attention, and are with fo little connection interfperfed in the works
of the writers ¢ already mentioned, that we {hall enter a little more par-
ticularly into them, than 1s neceflary to the principal view of this enquiry.

Zenobia makes her appearance under the imputation of a crime, which
were 1t to be credited, would prepare the reader very unfavourably for the
relt of her character. She 1s {aid to have confented to the murder of her
husband, and ftep-fon.  All the authority I can find for this heavy accu-

r e

* Pollio indeed mentions a peace made between Gallienus | de bellis orientalibus que Odenathus fuftinuit, queque adeo

and Odenathus aboue this rime, buc takes no netice of any
preceding  rupture. The fafts in general for which we are
obliged to have recourfe to that hiftorian, are o injudicioudly
chole, and fo l:.':.‘al'lf".'lfl_'di:,r puc mg:_-ﬂm:‘, that they look liker

the indigefted hints of a common place book than any thing

he intended for che 1:|=.1bli|:l-;, £
* Epift. cexlit, Loz, Faber fays of this oration, 5t ita
suliffer facum litceratum ut ne illa oratio perifict, multa hodie

E

Jejune a mineribus illis Hiltorie augolte feriproribus, prodita
fuerune, teneremus. -

{45 any PU]'_EJH chules to know the reafon of this dlfﬁ:?ﬂl’lﬂt
of opinion abouc Vabellathus (of whom no fingle faft is re-
corded in hiftory) let them confule Spaneim, Triftan, Tap-
douin, Vaillant,

¢ Pollio, ZoliMus and Vopifcus,

fation
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{ation is from Trebellius Pollio, who does not pofitively aflert it neither, but
givesit as a report. 'T'o which if we add, that though the fame author has
wrote the life of Odenathus and Zenobia, he takes no notice of this remark-
able circumftance in either, nay even praifes Zenobia for her clemency® ; it
feems at leaft a compliment we owe her virtues, to believe her mnnocent.

b All that we know, with any degree of certainty, of Zenobia’s family, is, that

Her family.
fhe boafted herfelf defcended from the Ptolemys, and was fond of reckoning Cleo-
patra among her anceftors.

Beauty. She was accounted a woman of extraordmnary beauty ; and the particular de-

{cription we have of her perfon anfwers that charatter, € Her complexion was a
dark brown; (a neceflary confequence of her way of life in that climate) fhe
¢ had black {parkling eyes, of an uncommon fire ; her countenance was divinely
{prightly, and her perfon graceful and genteel beyond imagination ; her teeth
were white as pearls, and her voice clear and ftrong.’

[ oY

=

™

of hemst-  If we add to this her uncommon ftrength, and confider her exceflive military

-culine kind. . . -
 fatioues ; for fhe ufed no carriage, generally rode, and often marched on foot three

or four miles with herarmy : And if we, at the fame time, fuppofe her haranguing

her {oldiers, which fhe ufed to do n a helmet, and often with her arms bare, it -

will give us an idea of that fevere character of mafculine beauty, which puts one
more in mind of Minerva than Venus.

He:leaming — T'he piflure of her mind may as juitly claim the fame refemblance ; for fhe un-
derftood feveral languages, fpoke the egyptian perfectly well, and knew the latin,
though fhe did not care to {peak it, from a modeft diffidence, but read and tran-
flated 1t into greek. She was acquainted with hiftory ; and fo particularly well

o

vers’d in that of Alexandra and the eaft, that the is {aid to have made an abridg-
ment of them.

She was cautious and prudent in council, but determined in executing, ge-

Virtues.
= nerous with ceconomy, and fo chafte, that 1t is faid her fole views in matrimony ¢
were propagation. She could be open or referved, implacably fevere or indul-

gently forgiving, as occafion required.
Religion, We fhall omit faying ‘any thing of her religion, as a controverted article,

which would have taken up more time than we can here {pare. The opinion
of her being made a convert by the Jews prevailed much, I think, for want of

examination.
condnels of  With thefe military and manly virtues, we dilcover a female fondnefs of thew

pomp and : : . . : e .

ev- and magnificence. Her drefs was rich and fet with jewels. She imitated in her
way of living the royal pomp of Perfia, and received homage of her fubjetts
with the ftate of their kings. In her banquets the copied after the Romans,

~ but like Cleopatra drank out of gold cups fet with gems.

thought him too contemptible for his refenement.  Ir is add,
chat meer infignificance fhould fave a ringleader from punith-
ment, while thofe concerned in an inferior degree, were thought

* Bonorum principum clementia ubi pietas requirebat,

b That Achilleus was her father, who was at the head of
the Palmyrenes, who cut of the Roman garrifon, is believed C
b'!, {ome |_'|P[|.]_] the mitl‘icl-[it:," af Vﬂi}i_ﬂ:q,rs.a but Folimus ca[].s Prﬂli-"':r ﬂl:ujr_'EES of VCIy cruel [-E'p't'!l'il.:_-.’.
the chief of thae rebellion Antiochus, and far from fuppnﬁng = Cujus ea caftitas fuiffe dicitur vt ne virem  fuum quid
him to have any conneétion with Zengbia, fays, Awrclian | em fciret nifi tentatis conceptionibus,  Treb, Pol,

Trebelluis
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T'rebellius Pollio, from whom I collect this account of her, adds a circumftance

which may expole our heroine to fome cenfure. He fays ¢ f’m * often drank with

¢ her officers, and could, In that way, get the better of the Perfians andmen wie
¢ Armenians, tho’ he fays fhe was 5_){_11{,1.]:11} moderate in the ufe of liquor.’

However this pq{Tqﬂc may xmph a want of delicacy in Zenobia, it does not
feem to carry with it any mputation of mntemperance; I think all that we can Tho st .
fairly conclude from it s, that being able to drink much without intoXication, s
{he made an artful ufe r:}f that power, to get acquainted with tempers, and chrn
{fecrets neceflary to her {fchemes.

5

To thefe extraordinary qualitics, we may add, that Zenobia engaged in the Begntogo-
management of affairs with 1{113111:{1%5 which fcarce ever met in the fame per- tho' experi-
fonand at the fame time, youth and experience, Her age we may guefs at from il
her being married and iﬂvmﬂ children at Rome feveral years "{rl'_'LI'WET.hS? and yet
{he had a]rmdj, made fuch prr::mn,& under the direCtion of her hufband Odena-
thus, whom fhe moft conftantly attended 1n the field, that the emperor Aurelian
oives her the honour of his vickories over the Pufang in his letter to the fenate,

whlch 15 PI’LfLI"» ed in Pollio.

It is a lofs, that the only writer of her life, from whom we have colleéted thefe
-pqrtacuhrs of her manners, perfon and drefs, fhould be fo filent about the more
important parts of her lJ"LT,JJ;CL character, andenter fo little into the {pirit of her
oreat attions, when he dwells fo mmnutely upon thmfrq of lefs confequence:
While we > acknowledge ourfelves indebted to hlm for her black eyes and white
teeth, we cannot halp reproaching him with an abfolute filence about any battle
{he fought, or any law the enadted.

In this cafe we muft have recourfe to the hiftory of her cotemporary Roman ®
emperors; her ftory is fo connected with theirs, that they may throw fome light

non each other.

1_1_E

Zenobia took upon her the government, in the name of her fons then very Tekes the

Fay ernment

young: She found Gallienus one of the worft of the bad emperors, in the laft: tpon her, in
year of his reign, and his aftars in a perplexity extreamly favourable to her her fon.

ambition ; his ﬁnule oood quality was a love of letters, his b’ld ones were With- o
out number, but lﬂwdncﬁs and cruelty were his f:wnunte vices, in which he is
{aid to have rlvaﬂcd Helmmabalus and Nero. A total Ile'f-fltﬁ" of his dut} to his
country and captive hthcr, would have reduced the empire to an irretrievable

ftate of confulion, had not Odenathus fupported his intereft in the eaft.

= 9 W

Hischarafler

Zenobia’s views were inconfiftent with any longer alliance with the Romans. zenobs

LG Lers

Upon what pretence the broke through the engagements they and her husband Syria and
were under, 1s not clear; but fhe attacl;ed and routed Heraclianus the Roman ge- Melopo-
neral, fent b}» Gallienus with an army againft the Perfians, who narrowly ef-
mpf.,d after a tharp engagement, and left her in poflefion of Syria and Mefopo-

tamia. In the fame year Gallrmus was murthered at Milan.

= Bibit f'l."l:lﬂ eum ducibus, cum eflet alius fobria, bibit ¥ The fafts are talien from Zolimus and '1"'5}:111“3115- it will

eetiam eum Perlis 8 Armenis ut cos vincerer. Treb. Pol. . be needlefs to quote them in every inftance,
F Claudius
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Claudius {ucceeded him ; a charadter {o amiable and {o different from his
predeceflor, that he would probably have reftored happinels and tranquility
to the empire, had he reigned long enough. ¢ He * had the valour of
¢ Trajan, the piety of Antoninus, and the moderation of Auguftus;’ vir-
tues which he indefatigably exerted in the publick fervice. The grand ob-
ject of his attention was reformation. How difficult this task was, ap-
pears from the letter he wrote to the fenate immediately before that me-
morable vitory which gave him the name of Gothicus.

While he was thus taken up by affairs nearer home, Zenobia finding a
party for her in Egypt, fupported by one Timogenes, fent Zabdas, an experi-
enced ofhicer; who had fought under Odenathus, and attended her in all
her battles, to make the conqueft of that country, to which the perhaps
claimed an hereditary right, as the defcendant of the Ptolemy’s, their former
kings. He came to a battle with the Egyptians, the fuccefs of which
put him in pofieflion of that province, where he left a body of 5c00
men, and returned to Palmyra.

This revolution happened in the abfence of Probus prafect of Egypt,
who was then out upon a cruife againit the pyrates who mfefted theneigh-
bouring feas. Upon the news of it he returned, and drove the Palmyrene
troops out of the country. |

This {fudden turn of affairs brought back Zabdas again with his army.
Probus engaged and beat him ;but not content with this {uccefs, attempt-
ed to cutoff the retreat of the Palmyrenes: Which proved fatal to him,
for having with that view got pofleflion of thole heights near Babylon,
(which command the prefent town of Cairo) Timogenes, better ac-
quainted with the country, fhewed the Palmyrenes an unguarded road u p
to that part, by which they furpriled and deftroyed his army. Probus
taken prifoner, and drove to defpair by the mistortunes his mifmanagement
had occafioned, killed himfelf, and Zenobia became muftrels of Egypt.

Claudius refolved to march againft Zenobia about the latter end of the

fecond year of his reign; but was taken oft by the plagucat Syrmium in
Pannonia.

Aurclian was elected in his room by the army, and Quintillus brother to
the late emperor by the fenate ; but the death of the latter in feventeen
days after he was proclaimed, prevented a competition, and Aurclian was
unanimoully declared.

He wasa mere foldier of fortune, and from the loweft rank in the army
rofe to be general of the cavalry: remarkable bodily ftrength, great cou-
rag¢, and an unwearied attention to military difcipline, were the virtues to
which he owed his rife. He was generous in rewarding, but quick and
always fevere in punithing; cruelty was his dangerous vice, and the more
{o, as he was creduloufly open to accufations. However, Rome got more
by hisvirtues than fhe loft by his vices. The diforders mtroduced by Gal-
lienus were but partly remedied by Claudius, and flill wanted a man of Au-

L — e —

. Treb, Pollio, : Preferved in Treb. Pol. vit, Zenoh,

relian’s
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relian’s adtive fpirit to compleat the work. While the two firflt years

of his reign were fuccefsfully employed aganft the Goths, Germans, and
Vandals, and in reforming the police at Rome, Zenobia added a great conquen
part of Afia Minor to her dominions. r. i

It may be worth while to take a fhort view of Zenobia’s prefent {itua-
tion. Sheisnow arrived at the higheft pitch of her glory, and furnithes
an example of one of the moft rapid and extraordinary changes of fortune
we meet with in hiftory.

A {mall territory in the defart, under the government of ‘a woman, eX-Tie exen
tends its conquefts over many rich countries and confiderable ftates. 'The e
great kingdoms of the Ptolemy’s and the Selucidz, are become part
of the dominions of a fingle city, whofe name we in vain looked forin
their hiftory; and Zenobia lately confined to the barren plains of Palmyra,
has now Egypt in her dominions to the fouth, and to the north com-
mands as far as the Bofphorus and black fea. -

Fer {uccefs had hitherto been very little interrupted; Claudius thought
it the moft prudent meafure to employ his whole force in thefuppreflion
of evils nearer home. This conduct had Aurelian’s approbation, as we
fee both in his letter * to the fenate,and by his taking the fame fteps; tor he
intirely {fubdued the Goths, and then marcned to the relief of the eaftern
empire. He croffed the Boiphmrus at Byzantium, and except at Tyana, 2
town of Cappadocia, which he took by {tratagem, met with no oppofi-
tion in his march to Antioch.

At this city and at Emefa, were fought thefe two battles by which Au- B o

relian recovered the provinces of the eall and Zenobia was reduced to Emes.
take fhelter within the walls of her own capital.

The moft remarkable things in thele two altions, the lalt of which was
very obftinate, were the fuperiority the Palmyrenes had in their cavalry, and
the Romans in the art of war. Thefame country excells in horfes and
horfemanthip at this day.

Aurelian proceeded to Palmyra, greatly harraffed in his march by the Sy-Palmyrais
rian banditti, and having taken proper precautions to have his army {up- Aueeian.
plied with provifions, befieged thetown. The obitinacy with which the gar-
rifon defended it, is particularly takennotice of i a letter b from Aurelian

to Mucapores, as an apology for the length of the fiege.

At laft tired out with unfuccefsful attempts, he was refolved to try theet-
felts of negotiation, and accordingly wrote ¢ to Zenobia, but in a {tylepe wiew

Zenobia,
* Preferved in Treb, Pol. vit. Zenob. ] gives the follswing copy of her lotter.  Zenobia regina  Ori-
* Quoted by Vopiicus, vit. Aurelian. | entis Aurcliano Augufto.——Nemo adhuc, praeter te, quod
L 8 & R 1 L] a4 - - - s = - n L ' = > - a v - ’
¢ T'he letcer is EJJ‘EE:!"-.’E'J. in Vopiicus. Aurelianus impera- pofeis litteris petiic: virtute faciendum eit qun:quld in rebus

tor Ro, orbis & recepror Orientis, Zenobiz, cetenigue quos bellicis eft gerendum. Deditionem meam pehis, quali nelcias
locietas tenet bellica,—Sponte facere debuiftis id quod meis | Clegparram reginam ’pu:r':r-.: maloiffe quam_in qualiber vi-
licteris  punc jubetur : deditionem ;;m:cipin impunitate vite vere dignitate nobis Perlarum auxiha non delunt, qua jam

propofita, ita ut illic, Zenobia, cum tuis agas vitam, ubi te
ex {enatus ampliffimi fententa collocavero.  Gemmas, argen-
ey, auram, fericam, equos, camelos n rarium Ro. conferas.
Palmyrenis jus foum fervabitur s Vopifcus adds. Flac epiltola
accepta, Zenobia {uperbius infolentinfque referipfic quam
.cjus fortuna polcebat, credo ad cerrorem,  The fane anthor

G

fperamus. Fro nobis funt Sarsceni, pro nobisArmenii. Latrones
Syri exercitum tuum, Aureliane, vicerunt; quid igitur f illa
venerit manus, quae undique fperatur © Pones protedto fuper-
cilium, quo nunc mihi deditionem, quali omnifariam victor,
imperas.  Fid, Vopife, in vita Auwrelian,

which
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which rather commanded than propofed terms, which fhe rejected with great
difdain ; and notwithftanding the defperate ftate of her affairs treated his offers

e as infolent 3 bid him remember that Cleopatra preferred death to a difhonour-
able life ; and even infulted him with the advantages the Syrian banditti had got
over his army.

This haughty anfwer greatly enflamed Aurelian : he immediately ordered a
general attack with more fury than ever, and at the fame time that he prefled
them fo vigoroufly in the town, he intercepted their Perfian auxiliaries, and
bought off the Saracens and Armenians.

pimyrs 6i- ~ Befides this, provifions began to fail in the town, while the enemy was well
Ted. . a . . .
% fupplied ; a circumftance greatly difcouraging to the befieged, who placed their
chief hopes in the difficulty Aurelian would find of fubfifting his army in the
defart.

In this diftrefs it was refolved in council, to let the Perfians know the def-
perate fituation they were in, and to mmplore their affiftance againft the com-
IMON enemy.
Zenobia - Zenobia undertook to tranfat this affair in perfon, and fet out for Perfia

tempts to go : it - :

to Perfa for UPON dromedary, an animal made ufe of for expedition in the fame country

LIECaLLr, - - “ u W a

uken, at this day; but fhe found it impofiible to efcape the vigilance of the befiegers.
Aurelian informed of her efcape, difpatched a party of horfe, which overtook

her juft as {he had oot into a boat to pafs the Euphrates.

We are told, that the fight of the captive queen gave the Roman emperor 1n-
finite pleafure, at the fame time ‘his ambition fuffered fome mortification, when
he confidered that pofterity would always look upon this, onlyas the conqueft of
a woman.

pamyab-  Zenobia being taken, the citizens of Palmyra {fubmitted themfelvesto the em-
"™ peror’s mercy, though aconfiderable party were for defending the city to the laft.
He fpared them upon their fubmiffion, and marched to Emefa with Zeno-
bia, and a great part of the riches of Palmyra, wherehe left a garrifon of 6oo
archers, commanded by Sanderio.

At Emefa, Aurelian made enquiry into Zenobia’s conduct, and her motives
for fo much obftinacy.

Zenabia I with it were poflible to vindicate her behaviour upon this occafion: but
Hnto here fhe fell fhort of her orand model Cleopatra, and purchafed a dithonourable
‘b life, at the expence of her friends, whom the betrayed as her advifers in what the

had done: They were put to death, and fhe referved to grace the emperor’s

triumph.

Longims - Among thofe, who fuffered, was Longinus. Hewas accufed of having di¢tated

TEEE the haughty letter, which his miftrefs Zenobia wrote to the emperor.  The * in-
trepid fteadinefs with which he met his fate, thews that he was as brave, as he
was learped.

+ Zag, lib, T,

The
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OF PALMY R A

The misfortunes of Palmyra did not end here: So quick a tranfition from
long enjoyed liberty to a ftate of {lavery, is apt to fi ugoeft defperate meafures,
The inhabitants cut off the Roman garrifon. Aurelian informed of this in his in]:?-.,' Siic
road to Rome, returned with uncommon expedition, took and deftroyed the k™™™
town, putting to death moft of the inhabitants, without regard to age or fex.

5

}ﬂ!ﬂ"l"i'ﬂ! =

For the particulars of this cruelty, we have the emperor’s own authority in
his letter . to Baflus, whom he ordered to repair the temple of the fun, da-
maged by the foldiers, and appropriated to that ufe 300 pounds weight of gold,
found 1n Zenobia’s coffers ; with 1800 pounds weight of filver, from the coods of
the people, befides the jewels of the crown.

The moft credible account of the remaining part of Zenobia’s life is, that Au- zentis
relian carried her to Rome, where fhe graced his magnificent triumph; and Was Romehore
allotted by that emperor, fome lands at Conche, near the road from Rome to the rectinder o
antient Tibur, where at this day fome ruins are fhewn to travellers, as the re- ="

mains of her Villa, Sheis faid to have married there and to have had children.

ihaa

From this time Palmyra having loft its liberty, had, no doubt, a Roman go-
vernor. Celonms Baflus, to whom Aurelian wrote the letter we have men-
tioned, was very probably the firft; and we find Hierocles in that charge for
the fifth time, with the name of prefident (Praefes) of the province, when Dio- .
clefian ereéled fome buildings there. This information we owe to the only Latin [ -
infeription we found at Palmyra, to which we refer the reader ®.

The magnificent remains of Dioclefian’s buildings at Rome, Spalato, and
Palmyra, fhew this art flourifhed, as late as the reign of that emperor, contra-
ry to the opinionof Sir William ¢ Temple, who fays that Trajan’s bridge over
the Danube feems to have been the laft flisht of antient architecture.

The firft Ilyrian 9 legion was quartered at Palmyra, about the year of Chrift
400 ; but it feems doubtful, whether it continued to have a Roman garrifon with-
out iterruption ; for Procopius © fays, that Juftinian repaired Palmyra, which Jutinien re-
had been for fome time almoft quite deferted, and fupplied the town with water”
for the ufe of a garrifon which he left there. Such repairs no doubt reparded
more its {trength than ornament. 'This author {feems very little acquainted with
its antient hiftory, when he fays it was built in that fituation, to ftop the incur-
fions of the Saracens into the Roman territories. We have no more of Palmyra in
the Roman hiftory.

The civil revolutions of this country, fhew that chriftianity could have been
but for a {mail time the eftablithed religion ; fo that I am not furprized at getng
nothing worth repeating from church hiftory.

* This letter is alfo preferved in Vopifcus, Aurelianus | trecentas auri libras Zenobiz capfulis : habes argenti mille

Augultus Ceionio Baffo.—Non  oportet ulterius  progredi
militum gladios, jam fats Palmyrenorum r:rufum: acque.
occifum eft. Mulieribus non pepercimus, m_i-.mzcs u-:‘.:;.uh:n1|5,
fenes jegulavimus, rufticos interemimus, Cul terras, cul urbem
deinceps relinguemus ? Parcendum eft 18 qui remanierunt.
Credimus enim pauces tam multorum fuppliciis :ﬁ'ﬁffﬂﬂ'ﬂ_&ﬂﬁ.
Templum fane folis, quod apud Palmyram aguilifer legionis
tertie cum vexilliferis & draconario cornicinibus atque litici-
nibus fiil‘lpuqrum, ad cam formam volo, qua fui, reddi, Habes

cttingenta pondo.  De Palmyrenorum bonis habes gemmas re-
eias, Lox his omnibuos fic cohoneftari templum: mihi & diis
immortalibus eratifimum feceris. Ego ad fenatum feribam, pe-
tens ut micrat pontificem, qui dedicet templum.

See Infcription XX VIL .

¢ Effay on antient and modern learning,

Motitia Imp. g B

Procop. Cafar. de mdeficiis Jultine lib. 2, cap, ii.

=

[
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14 THE ANTIENT STATE

I is ftde s various fm;tunes from the time of Mahomet’s appearance are very
Mbome» obfcure, That it has been made ufe of as a' place of {trength, appears
from the alterations made to anfwer that purpofe in the temple of the

{un, which, as well as the caftle on the hill, cannot be above five or fix
hundred years old.

pmniancd - Benjamin Tudulenfis, an ignorant and fuperftitious Jew, who pafled
Twuens, through it in the twelfth century, fays, there were 2000 of his religion

wita  was

tece about there at that time.

1172,

By Of the Arabian writers, fome take no notice of Palmyra, and of thofe
u2e. who do, Abulfeda prince of Hamah, a city in its neighbourhood, who
wrote about the year 1321, feems to be the only one worth quoting,
He mentions very fhortly its fituation, foil, palm and fig-trees; its many
antient columns, and that it had a wall and caftle. He was very probably

ignorant, bothof its Greek name and hiftory, and only calls it Tedmor.
Liceknown — On the other hand, fome of the beft writers on antient geography,
s who were 1n general acquainted with the hiftory of Palmyra, feem quite

ignorant of its ruins. Caftaldus, Ortelius and others, do not takeit for the

Tedmor of Abulfeda, but give it other modern names.

In fhort, {o little were thofe ruins known before the latter end of the
laft century, that had their materials been employed 1n fortitying the place,
which might have been a very natural confequence of a war between the
Turks and Perfians, Palmyra would fcarce have been mift: a very {ftrong
mflance of the precarious fate, that the greatelt monuments of human
art and power are liableto!

ekl But about that time, fome Englifh merchants from Aleppo vifited thefe
frierchanes . . 5
ruins, who were plundered by the Arabs, and obliged to return without

vifit it in

" Matisfying their curioficy - but made a fecond attempt thirteen years after
Andimtor the firft, and ftayed there four days.

Their account 1s publifhed in the Philofophical Tranfactions, andis the
only one I have ever {een of this place. It is wrote with fo much can-
dour and regard to truth, that fome errors occalioned by hafte, and
their not being much acquainted witharchitecture and {culpture, deferve in-
our jouney dUlgence. We hope, at leaft, our additional authority will refcue them from
e an unjuft imputation, which was the more dangerous asit had the fanction

of fome men of fenfe and letters, who found it eafier to doubt*® the ve-
racity of their relation, than to account for fuch vaft ruins, in fo odd a

place.

If our journey thither in the year 1751 has produced any thing ‘“Il_ich
may be more fatisfactory to the curious, it is entirely owing to our having
undertook 1t with advantages which they wanted; and however we may
claim the merit of a more inquifitive examination into the ruins of Pal-
E}rm:_ the dilcovery of them is entirely due to the Englifh fatory at

eppo.

—

* Nunc rudera fuperfunt, magna olim urbis indicia, ut referune i, quorum tamen nolim fidem preftare. Pere Hardouin.
Vide Plin. lib. v. Fift. Nar.
The
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OFz P AL MY R A. 15

The account given by thefe gentlemen occafioned a fhort hiftory of the
antient {late of L]Ja]m}rra, and fome mgenious remarks on the infcriptions
found there, by Doctor Halley; as alfo a hiftory of Palmyra, and commen-
tary upon the infcriptions, by Ab. Seller. 'The firit {cemed to me too fhort,
and the laft too diffufed, as well as incorre€t, to anfwer what is meant
by this enquiry ; in which, however, I have had {fome affiftance from both.

In this fhort sketch of the hiftory of Palmyra, it appears that all we
have been able to colle¢t from books, with regard to its buildings is,
that they were repaired by Adrian, Aurelian, and Juftinian, the Latin mn-
{cription adds Dioclefian. We {hall now proceed to what we propoied, as the
fecond part of this enquiry.

On  the

HOW far the tafle and manner of the architeture may give any light 8+ o
into the age which produced it, our engravings will put in every perfon’s Ticrus.
power to judge for himfelf; and in forming fuch judgment, the reader
will make what ule he thinks proper of the tollowing obfervations, thrown
together, without any view to order.

We thought we could eafily diftinguifb, at Palmyra, the ruins of two Rum =

= A % : . . ' Palmyra
very different periods of antiquity; the decay of the oldeft, which aremeeien

meer rubbifh, and incapable of meafurement, looked like the gradual work wemeafured: -
of time; but the later {eemed to bear the marks of violence.

There 1s a greater famenels in the architecture of Palmyra, than weSmens of
obferved at Rome, Athens, and other great cities, whole ruins eyi-tethe
dently point out different ages, as much from the variety of their man-
ner, a8 their different ftages of decay. 'The works done during the
republican flate of Rome are known by therr {implicity and uieful-
nefs, while thofe of the emperors are remarkable for ornameént and
finery. Nor is it lefs difficult to diftinguilh the old {imple dorick
of Athens from their licentious corinthian of a later age. But at Palmyra
we cannot trace fo vifible a progrefs of arts and manners in their build-
ings ; and thofe which are moft ruinous {eem to owe their decay rather
to worle materials, or accidental violence, than a greater antiquity. It is
true, there is in the outfide of the fepulchral monuments, without the
town, an air of fimplicity very different from the general tafte of all the
other buildings, from which, and their fingular * fhape we at firft {up-
poled them works of the country, prior to the mtroduction of the Greek
arts; but we found the infide ornamented as the other buildings.

. . . . Almoft all
It is remarkable, that except four fonick half columns in the temple of corinian.

the fun, and two inone of the maufoleums, the whole is corinthian, rich-
ly ornamented with fome ftriking beauties, and fome as vifible faults.

In the varicty of ruins we vifited in our tour through the ealt, we
could not help obferving, that each of the three Greek orders had their

- —

* I mean fingular, with regard to the antient buildings of | made great fteeples common, they would not appear [o, for
Gureece and Italy s but in countries where the ufe of bells has | they are exaily of chat form.

I fathionable
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fathionable-periods : The oldeft buildings we {aw were dorick ; t_hn: icu:aicl{ 2 {lic-
ceeded, and feems to to have been the favorite order, not only in ITenia, butall
over Afia Minor, the great country of good architecture, when that art was in
its higheft perfetion. The corinthian came next n vogue, and moft of the
buildings of that order in Greece fecm polterior to the Romans getting footing
wiich was there. 1 he compofite, and all its extravagancies followed, when proportion was

order it in entirely facrificed to finery and crowded ornament.
?cu]iﬁtur: Aﬂﬂther .Dbfer?ati[}ﬂ wo madﬁ .EI] th].S fDLlI‘, E_ﬂd “’hiﬂ}l feems to our Pfﬂﬁ:nt
noner

brousht o purpole, was, that in the progrefs of arcl{itc&ure and fculpture towards perfec-
and ooner tion, {culpture arrived {fooneft at it, and fooneft loft 1t.

chitetture.

pmpiesof  The old dorick of Athens is an inftance of the firft, where the bas-re-
= liefs on the metopes of the temples of Thefeus and Minerva, (the firft built
foon after the battle of Marathon, and the latter in the time of Pericles) thew
the utmoft perfe€tion that art has ever acquired, though the archite¢ture of the
fame tempifl:s is far fhort of it, and in many particulars againft the rules of Vi-
truvius, who appears to have founded his principles upon the works of a later

ﬂgﬂ.

That architeSure out-lived fculpture we had feveral inftances in Afia Minor,
and no where more evident proofs of it, than at Palmyra.

This obfervation on the different fates of thofe fifter-arts, which I have at-
tempted to fupport by facts, has appeared a little extraordmary to fome per-
fons, who very juftly confider architefture as the mere child of ncccﬂl‘c}?, a
difcovery which our firft wants muft have pointed out, and employed us in long
before we could have thought of fculpture, the work cdq: luxury ar:ud Jeifure.
How comes it about then, fay they, that it thould be left {o far bchu?d by an
art much later thought of ? Perhaps my having had ocular demonttration of the
fa, may induce me to think too favourably of the following manner of ac-
counting for it,

Ra@nori.  'The fculptor having for his objeét the human figure, has in his firft, and moft
rude effays, the advantage of a model in nature, the clofeft imitation of which
conftitutes the perfection of his art. But the architeét’s invention 1s EH‘IE]D}’.{EC} in
the fearch of proportions by no means fo obvious, though when once eftablifhe
they are eafier preferved and copied. The firlt part of this remark perhaps
accounts for the quicker progrefs of feulpture, from the mfancy of arts to thetr
happieft ftate, as the latter part of it attempts to give the rf:afnn why archi-
teCture fhould not fo immediately feel the decline of good tafte.

If I am allowed to lay any ftrefs on thefc obfervations, in applying them to
Palmyra, it would induce me to fix the date of its buildings after the happieft

s Which of the orders is moft pleafing, is 2 queltion foreign | next, that they wmlli_d e I‘*Eﬂlﬁ-‘ﬂ‘id ]Eﬂ]}jl ﬂllt_:l;{ﬂi'fi in f-.?-n'f: in-
to our prefent purpaﬁ: . bur left this p::.;;}i;;re:1ce: of the ionick, {tances, bug chat tEhm mwlu r:urﬂ 1431'1:;; le E'_-'. cifficult to r[_:J:-:Lilut:;
in an age when architefure moft flourifhed, and Dy 2 people | and gave greater 10De E:'t i Sy b r:;::H r{-,E. e
whole productions of genius have been fo long tﬁrw ftandard | in the doriclk, by acon :I'HT fl-iﬂ:mlﬂn ED a proper di r:‘ 1.|L:|t]:=-::
for good tafte, that they have in fome meafure acquired aright | of the metopes and tryglyp 1]{ ‘I-Iume}g-::n-:;s l1_1EE|1|:1¢L: E'lr
of deciding, may be an authority too much in it5 fav-:}u_r, wes f'x'r_rlmlﬁ temple of Bacchus at Teos ﬂu:.mh:_‘. be 1:11::-51:.'1{, 151-; ﬂl*
may oblirve Arft, that the Tonians, were, no doubt partial to | this lait realon Cl_IﬂFgEd ]_1'.]5 plan to the onick, after h'f- had co
the order which they claimed the honour of inventing ; and | lected the matenals, Vitruv,

age

http://digi.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/diglit/wood1753/0024
© Universitatsbibliothek Heidelberg

gefardert durch die

DFG




OF PAL MY R A. 17

age of the fine arts. But with regard to this we fhall know more from the in-
{criptions.

W E fee from their dates, (in which the ra of Selucus is obferved, with Of the 1N
¢he Macedonian names of the months) that there are none earlier than the birth oxs.”
of Chrift, and none fo late as the deftrution of the city by Aurelian, except
one in Latin, which mentions Dioclefian. They are all in a bad character, fome
{epulchral, but moftly honorary ; the namesin the oldeft infcriptions are all Pal-

myrene, thofe of a later date have Roman praznomina.

T W O of the maufoleums, which ftill remain pretty entire, preferve on their rue tew
front very legible inferiptions, of which one informs us, that Jamblichus, fon ;5
of Mocimus, built that monument, as a burial-place for himfelf and his family "
in the year 314, (anfwering to the third year of Chnift) and the other, that

it was built by Elabelus Manaius, in the year 414 (the 103 of Chrift )

The ornaments of ‘thefe two are much in the fame tafte; but the Jatter pyouichue
is richeft and moft diligently executed. However, both are fo much in the flyle v 5™

and manner of the other publick buildings in general, that they may be fup-®ert
pofed works not of very different ages. -

As to the honorary mfcriptions, they are almoft all upon the columns of
the long portico; where 1t will appear, that there were ftatues of the per-
fons named 1n them, and that the {everal dates mark the time when fuch per-
{ons received that honour. So that all we can conclude from them, with regard
to the buildings 15, that the portico 15 older than the earlieft of thofe
dates.

We were diligent in our {earch after inferiptions, from which we hoped for
fome valuable information, with regard to a place about which hiftory is fo de-
ficient 5 but in vain. We for the fame reafon enquired ftriétly after medals,
cameo’s and intaglio’s ; but with ‘as little fuccefs. All the medals we got were
Roman {mall brafs, and of the low empire, and fome cameo’s and intaglio’s,
which we found, are not worth notice,

We were not much difappomted, in not finding the name of -Zenobia in any zeosis et
infcription, as her thort 1‘{:ign was almoft entirely emplmycd n a war, the un- e
happy end of which prevented any opportunity either of compliment or flattery.

Nor is Doétor Halley’s obfervation improbable, that the Romans, fo much ir-
ritated at her behaviour, fhould have deftroyed, or defaced every thing which
did her honour.

UPO N the whole, I think, we may conclude, that asfoon as the paflage LoN Ly
of the defart was found out and practifed, thofe plentiful and conftant {pringsof
Palmyra muft have been known ; and that as foon as trade became the objett of
attention, fuch a fituation muft have been valuable, as neceflary to the keep-
ing up an intercourfe between the Euphrates, and the Mediterranean, being
about twenty leagues from that river, and about fifty from Tyre and Sidon, on the
ceaft. This, no doubt, muft have happened very foon, from the fituation of

this
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18 THE ANTIENT STATE

Pamya in this defart, in the neighbourhood of the firft civil {ocieties we know any
iy, mdwhy thing of 3 and we have fpc}ﬁtive authority from the writings of Mofes, of
a very carly intercourfe between Padan-Aran, afterwards Melopotamia,

-and the land of Canaan.

If it be alledged, that fuch intercourfe was kept up, not through
‘the defart, but by alonger road, through the inhabited country, as 1s ge-
nerally the practice at this day, and that the patriarchs in their journies
between thofe countries, ufed nearly the fame caravan-road, which is now
commonly chofen for {ecurity from Damalcus by Hamah, Aleppo, Bir, &c.
This objection may be anfwered by an obfervation which occured to
-me when I travelled this road into Mefopotamia (now Diarbekir) in my
Afirft tour into the caft in the year 1742, viz. That the expeditious jour-
ney of Laban and Jacob from Haran to Mount-Gilead, will admit of no
-other road than this through the defart; which alone can account for the
{mall time in which they performed it. As Laban may have ufed extraor-
dinary diligence, and exerted himfelf in the purfuit, we {hall not venture
to fay what he could have done in feven ® days; but Jacob’s journey will
admit of a pretty exact calculation, nor could he eafily have arrived at the
neareit part ot Mount-Gilead, even through the defart, in lefs than ten days,
as he muit have kept the common caravan-pace, oblerved by the prefent
inhabitants; for he travelled with the fame incumbrances of family, fiocks,
and 1 thort,all his {ubfiance, carrying his wives b and children upon ca-
mels, as the Arabs now do, who retain a {urprifing {imilitude of manners
and cuftoms to thofe of the patriarchs, and much greater than is obfer-
vable between any other antient and medern people.

This realoning, no doubt, {uppofes the face of the country to have
been always the fame that we faw it, which i1s not improbable; for
few parts of the globe feem to be lefs {ubject to change than the de-

i scin fart ; nor does it feem unreafonable to conclude, that Palmyra had always
auge.  the fame fupply of water, and it’s neighbourhood the fame want of it.
° Jolephus gives this as Solomon’s reafon for building here. The Perfians ¢
when they became mafters of Afia, attempted 1n fome meafure to water
the defart, by granting a property in the land for five generations, to thole
who brought water thither. But the aquaduéts which they made under
ground, from Mount-Taurus, for this purpofe, were fo lable to be deftroy-
ed, that they did not continue to anfwer the end for which they were built.
In the war between © Arfaces and Antiochus the Great, we fee the firft care

on both fides was to fecure the water in the defart, without which an army
could not pafs. :

o s How much the Eaft-India © trade has enriched all the countries through -
et Which it pafled, from Solomon to the prefent time, is evident from hiftory.

trade.

* Gen. chap. xxxi. v. 22. And it was told Laban on the ? Polyb. lib. 1o. It is true, the defart mentioned by Paoly-
third day that Jacob was fled.  And he took his brethren with | bius, in this and the following inftance, is farther north than
him, and purfucd after him fevendays journey, and they over- | that of Palmyra, but the northern part of the defart is more

1:-:::;[-: him in the mount Gilead. cafily fupplyed with water than to the fouth,
Gen. chap. xxxi. v. 17. Then Jacob rofe and fet his fons ¢ Polyb. ib,
and his wives upan camels, ¥ Prideaux Connect,
¢ Antig. Jud, lib, g, :
The
| £l ; " S fordert durch di
Egﬁgﬁg‘;ﬁ' http://digi.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/diglit/wood1753/0026 “aﬂ : EF"“G‘

HEIDELBERG © Universitatsbibliothek Heidelberg



UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEEK
HEIDELBERG

OF PALMYR A

The immenfe riches of that prince, of the Ptolemies, and indeed of Pal-
myra, are to be accounted for; from no other fource.

It {ecms highly probable that the Phcenicians, who from their inter-r. s

courfe with the Jews, foon learned the value of the Eatl-India trade, muft

myra, fituated more conveniently for them, andata lels diltance from their
capital than from that of the Jews. '

The grand paflage for the India-Merchandize (before the Portugueze
difcovered that by the Cape of Good-Hope) was, no doubt, by Egypt
and the Red-{ea. The cities Efiongeber, Rhinocolura, and Alexandria,
were the different marts for this trade, as it pafled through the hands of
the Jews, Pheenicians and Greeks, But there were formerly other chan-
nels lefs confiderable, as there are to this day. ]

It is true, that their India-Trade, is now at a very low ebb, occafioned T e

through

by the difcovery of America, and the C?E of Good-Hope, but moftof all [yt ©

India low,

by the bad government of the Turks, diametrically oppofite to the true &z

guite loft,

{pirit of commerce. There 1s, however, enough left to point out what
might be done with proper management. And befides, the trade carried
on by Cairo and Suez, a fmall intercourfe is kept up by caravans from
Aleppo and Damafcus to Baflora. "I make no doubt, that thould this coun-
try once more become the {eat of well regulated civil fociety, Palmyra muft
of courfe become confiderable, by the trade of India, though Egypt might
{lill be its grand channel.

When we were in Egypt, a perfon who had been long in India, and was acemps «
well acquainted with the trade of that country, was fent to Grand Cairo by "

the prelent emperor of Germany, to {ee what commerce might be laid
open between his Tufcan dominions and the Red-fea.  The gentleman fo
employed told us, that he did not then pf:rf}le his {cheme of going on to
Suez, and embarking for Mocha, becaufe of the prefent unfettled govern-
ment in Egypt ; but that if tranquility was once reftored, and there was
{ecurity for merchants, the trade would greatly anfwer.

But at whatever time we may {uppofe Palmyra became a paffage for the
commodities of India, it {eems very reafonable to attribute their wealth to
that trade, which muft have flourifhed confiderably before the birth of
Chrift; as we find by the infcriptions, about that time they were rich and
expenfive : and as Appian * exprefly calls them India-merchants, in
Mark Antony’s time, it leems to put this matter out of all doubt. I take
it to have been owing to a wantof proper attention to this circumftance
of the trade of Palmyra, and the riches it may have produced, that wri-
ters have hitherto pretty confidently attributed its buildings to the fuccef-
fors of Alexander, or to the Roman emperors, rather than fuppofe its in-
habitants could have been equal to the expence.

As antient authors are intirely filent about this opulent and quiet period
of their hiftory, we are left to conclude that, intirely intent upon coms

» De bel. civil, lib, 5,

L merce,
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merce, they interfered little in the quarrels of their neighbours, and wifely at-
tended to the two obvious advantages of their fituation, trade and fecurity. A
country thus peaceably employed, affords few of thofe ftriking events® which
hiftory is fond of.  The defart was ina great meafure to Palmyra what the {ea
is to Gireat Britain, both their riches and defence. The neglett of thefe ad-
vantages made them more con (picuous and lefs happy.

whteon-  VWhat their particular conne&ions were with the Romans, before the time of

neélions the

ijzi-ﬂr{ﬁswOdenat‘husj how _earl}r began, and how often inte_rrupted, may bﬂﬁiﬁiﬁﬂlt to de-
Remuns, cide with any fatisfattion to ourfelves. The earlieft mark of their dependance,
as we have feen in the foregoing hiftory 1s, their having beena Roman colony in
the time of Caracalla : that they affifted Alexander Severus againft Artaxerxes,
proves no more than an alliance : we fec Roman preznomina, and a few Roman
names in thé infcriptions; and that, in one place, they have {cratched out the name of
a perfon, odious to the Komans; and in other places feem to acquiefce in the
Roman deification, by calling two of their deceafed emperors gods. Whether
all this means any more than compliment to their friends and allies, or argues a

nearer intereft in the Roman religion and politicks, is left to the reader to judge

for himfelf.

We have feen, before the time of Juftinian, this city was reduced to as
low a {tate as that in which we found it, and had loft its liberty, trade, pro-
perty and inhabitants, in that natural chain in which publick misfortuncs ge-
nerally follow each other.

whytede-  LF the fucceflion of thefe calamities was quicker than ordinary, it may be
s was fo accounted for from the particular fituation of Palmyra : a country without land,
ik if T may ufe that expreffion, could only fubfift by commerce®; their induftry
had no other channel to operatein ; and when the lofs of their liberty was fol-
Jowed by thatof trade, they were reduced to live idly on as much of their ca-
pital as Aurelian had f{pared ; when that was fpent, neceflity obliged them to

defert the town.

However, it’s ufe as a place of ftrength, was fill evident to Juftinian; a ufe
ever infeparable from it’s {ituation, unlefs it Thould become the center of a great
empire, which there feems no reafon to expect; for the defart is a very natural
boundary, and will probably continue to divide different ftates, with as little
interruption as it has done from the earlieft accounts of time. ‘

why now  If the Turks do notfeem to know its value in this light, it is only becaufe the
apisce of weaknefs of the Perfians has encouraged them n their neglect of it, efpecial-
" ly as the Arabs would make it a little troublefome to fupport a garrifon there.
However, if they lofe Bagdat, their prefent extended frontier, they will no doubt,

fortify Palmyra.

* The Agareni, a people of Arabia Falix, whofe capital | the injuflice and ambition of theic enemies, we fhould not

was fituated, like that of che Palmyrenes, in a barren parcht | even know that there had been any fich brave and powerful
d'fﬁ_i":-. baffed the forces of two victorions Roman emperors people. Vide Dran ‘:ﬂﬂ'-‘ in Vit f»Fﬂjﬂﬂ-
Trajan and Severus, who after vigorous, tho® vain attempts, % A few exceptions which this opinionis liable to, are of fo
to add thisto their other conquefts in the calt, were obliged | fingular a nature, that they donot break in upon the general
o lulnv:: its inhabitants in the poficilion of their rights. This | truth of ic: if Jerufalem, a capital tolerably well inhabited,
glorious defence of their liberty comprehends the whole hi- filhfifts withont trade or agriculture, it is owing to the fingu-
= Atory of this people, as far as I can find ; and were ic not for | lar devetion of the Chriftians, Jews and Turks for chat city.
As
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Asto the age of thofe ruilmqs heaps, whichbelonged evidently to buiiﬂings of
greater antiquity than thofe which are yet partly ftanding, it 1s difficult even
to guefs 3 but if weare allowed to form a judgment, by comparing their flate
of decay with that of the monument of Jamblichus, we muit conclude them
extremely old; for that building, erefted 1750 years ago, is the moft perfect
picce of antiquity I ever faw, having all its floors and ftairs entire, though it

confifts of five ftores.

But thofe buildings which we faw and meafured, feem neither to have beensaniiing,
the works of Solomon, as fome have thought, nor of any of the Seleucid, ac- 7 "™
cording to others, and but few of them of any of the Roman emperors, but
moftly of the Palmyrenes themfelves, as we may conclude from their inferipti-
ons, which are in this cale our beft authority. The monument erefted by And when
Jamblichus feems to be the oldeft ; and the work of Dioclefian the lateft, taking ereled.

1n about 300 years between them.

The other rich and expenfive buildings were, no doubt, erefted before the
laft of thefe dates, and probably after the firft ; perhaps about the time Elabe-

Tus built his monument.

It is reafonable to {fuppofe, that when private perfons could ere& monuments
of fuch extraordinary magnificence, merely for the ufe of their own family,
about the fame time of opulence, the community may have been equal to the
vaft expence of their publick buildings.

We are at a lofs, what to think about the repairs of Adrian; thofe of Aure-
lian were confiderable and expenfive. We leave it to the reader to determine,
whether thefe {ingularities of the temple of the fun, which could f{carce ever
have entered into the original plan, can have been the work of thatemperor.

What remains there are of the wall, do not look unlike the work of Jufti-
nian, and may be the repairs mentioned by Procopius, and the higheft antiquity
any thing elfe can claim 1s the time of the mamalucs. |

That the ruins are the greateft, and moft entire of any we know, is, no doubt, Wor o ex-
much owing to there being few mhabitants to deface them, to a dry climate, and
their diftance from any city, which might apply the materials to other ufes.

THEIR RELIGION, we know, was pagan: and from the extraordinary magnifi- Religion_of
3 tie Halmy-

cence of the temple of the fun, it wouldappear, that, in common with their ree.
neighbours 1 Syria, they had a high veneration for that divinity.

TrEIR GOVERNMENT, we fee, both from hiftory and the infcriptions, was re- theiczo.
ublican ; but their laws, police, &c. are entirely loft ; nor can we learn more ™™™
than the names of a few magiftrates from the infcriptions.

As to the ftate of LITERATURE among them, we have great reafon to judge reuers ang
favourably of it: nor could they have left a more lucky fpecimen of their abili-**
ties in that way, than the only pcrfnrmance of their’s, which has elcaped, viz,

Longinus? his Treatife on the Sublime.

o) 1 1: nat certamn that Longinus was a Pa].mjfrl‘ﬂﬂﬂa- though | moft Ruuril’hh}g {tate of ]Etttﬂ_lﬂ a-ﬂ_-'_“rmtrﬁf:' to have given birth
wery probably he was of fome part of Syria, Butwhicharguesthe § to a great genius, or to have given him honour and fupport?

M | Of
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Mamenand  Of their MANNERS AND CusToms we know little. We {ee from Pollio,
that Zenobia, notwithftanding her mulitary virtues, had fomething of the
Perfian luxury, and the fame author fays, that Herodes the fon of Ode-
nathus, was ¢ Hemo omnium delicatiflimus & prorfusOrientalis & Grazcae

¢ luxurize.”

L We have feen in the firft part of this Enquiry, page 11. that hor{eman-

“herlfeman-

fip.and e {hip was held in much efteem in this Country, as it {till is by the Arabs ;

manarenent

oftiebor. and Appian * tells us the Palmyrenes were, expertarchers.

ey 1t plainly appears from their fituation, that agriculture and country im-
Lsolienitd provements could make but a very {mall part of their bufinefs or amufe-

ments. From hence it is eafier to account for the extraordinary magnificence
of their city, where, no doubt, their pleafures, as well as their bufinefs

muit have centered.
Nopace o "We were a good deal furprifed to perceive, thata people, confined by fitua-

AMEs or tx= .'
E;;}E'jj,;f' tion in their amufements, fhould have no remains of a theatre, circus, or
~any place for games and exercifes, when we confidered, what lengths the
Grecics and Romans went 1n their love of thele diverfions. Of all an-
tient buildings thole beft refift the injuries of time, from their thape; and
we had {een above twenty marble theatres in Afia Minor alone, moft of

them pretty entire.

role  ELOWever, as we meet with the office of Ay or Aidile, in theinferip-
ey uid tions, 1t may be alledged from thence, that there were publick games
" at Palmyra; the infpection of which, is a care belonging to that magiftrate,
whofe duty originally extended only to the direction of the market. It is
the more probable, that this office mcluded both thofe provincesat Palmyra,
as Zenobius * feems to be complimented for having difcharged it with Ii-
berality ; a very popular virtue, and expected m him who exhibited games,
tho’ I do not {fee how it could be exercifed in the direction of the market.

Spuhres. T'he uncommon magnificence of therr monuments of the dead, feem
borrowed from Egypt, to which country they, of all people, come near-
eft in that fort of expence. Zenobia was originally of Egypt; fhe fpoke
their language perfeétly well, and affected much to imitate 1n many things
her anceftor Cleopatra. But, that they borrowed fome of their cuftoms from
Egypt before her time, {eems lpiain from a difcovery we made, to our great

Axt of em. UTPIIZE, Of mummies in their {epulchral menuments. We had been in Egypt

himing. 3 few months before, and by comparing the linen, the manner of fwathing,
the balfam, and other parts of the mummics of that country, with thofe of
Palmyra, we found their methods of embalming exactly the fame=.

The Arabs told us, there had been vaft numbers of thefe mummies 1n all
the {fepulchres; but that they had broke them up, in hopes of finding trea-
fure. They were tempted, by the rewards we offered, to make {trict {earch
for an entire one; but in vain: Which difappointed our hopes of {eeing
fomething curiousin the Sarcophagus, or perhaps of meeting with hicro-

e

* Appian de Bell. Civil. lib, 5. ® The pieces we brought away, which are in the pofitfion
« Inferipr, IX. of Mr, Dawkins, are a proof of this,

glyphicks;
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lyphicks. Among the fragments W carried off is the hair of 2 female, plat-
%ﬂﬁrzzmﬁcl;’ ‘1 the manner commonly ufed by the Arabian women at this

time.

: ; _ Siaas x
From thefe few hints we fee, that this people copied afFelr % [[;gfai id;]z
in their manners their vices and their virtues.  Their f:l.lllﬂl(:ia r:t w::“:n; weie
from Egypts their luxury was Perfian, and their letters an tsu fftimls o
the Greeks. Their fituation in the ml?[’c of Eltuc:ﬁi thﬂ:n; %1;:{1_11;“&01115 Lfmd
' ' dopted {everal other O Ir cu ar
:+ reafonable to {uppole they adop reral H e
.ad from fuch fcanty materials, ,_
anners. But to {ay more on that head chisicaney (0 o
{)r:a to indulge too much 1 meex conjecture, which feems rather the pr

vilege of the reader than of the writer.

How much it is to beregreted that we do not know ?0{5 Ef a -:%}Tmtli;f; ;
which has left fuch monuments of its ma_gz}xhcince. ere Zenobis
was queen, and where Longimus was firlt minifter :

N T HeE
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INSCRIPTIONS

H E antient 1nﬂ:11pnt:m'-; we found at Palmyra were all GlECL, or Pal-
myrene, except one in Latin. The ﬂrrmteﬁ number of thofe in Greek
were pubh thed by the Englith merchants of Ale ppo, with fome errors,

- but fuch as did not in any remarkable d degree perplex, or alter the fenfe. Door

& SeePlate T1
Fig. 41.

I BeeInler
IX. &

% Bee Plate

LV. LVL
LVIL

1 Viz. Polu-
erunt,

Halley made fome remarks, and Mr. Seller wrote a Commentary on them, mn
which he often takes the liberty of corrupting the genune reading, to favour his
own conjetures.

It is rather to correét the errors of the commentators, than thofe of the firft
copy, that we publifh thefe inferiptions, upon which we fhall only make fuch
remarks as obvioully occured to us on the journey, with a view to prepare them
for a more critical examination ; and beginning with thofe which have dates, we
thall place them according to their antiquity.

I. Upon the architrave of the door of the moft entire maufoleum, in that
vale ® through which we arrived at Palmyra ; it 15 repeated in alarger character,
higher up, on the front of the fame building.

The letters ¢.ew. € are ufed for = 0. £ as well in this, as m all the infcrip-
tions of Palmyra.  As this contradicts a rule eftablithed by antiquarians (who
have decided, that thofe letters are not to be met with in that form on coins, or
marbles befnra the time of Domitian) we were careful n examming the date,
which 1s very legibly in both infcriptions, 4 T T and being read from the rlnht
to the left (the only way the dates of Palmyra are mtelhglble,) makes the 3I4t11

year of the ra | of Seleucus, anfwering tothe 3d year of Chrift,

We took, asexaltly as we could, from the marbles, the fhape of the cha-
raCter, which is bad, and have obferved the fame number of lines. We are
at a lofs whether to attribute fo much bad fpcllintﬁr and different ways of fpel-
ling the fame word, as may be obferved in thefe inferiptions, to the miftakes of the
Enﬁrﬂer or to their ignorance of the Greek language at Palmyra. Longinus
CDmpldms that he found it difficult to find a pcrfuu there to copy Greek.

II. Upon the front of that maufoleum § of which we have given the plan,
elevation and ornaments. Befides that we found no difficulty in re*u:]mg it, both
grammar and fenfe fo evidently authorife the difference of this copy me that
alread} publithed, that we fhall not trouble the reader with any defence of it.

III. On the fhaft of the great columnmarked F, in plate XLIIL If weare
not miftaken, it is more difficult to underftand than to tranflate it. This will
appear by rendering it literally, which is eafieft done in Latin thus : ¢ Senatus

¢ popululque Alialamenem, Pani filium, Mocimi nepotem /Eranis pro-
. I]Cpl;-tﬁm: Mathz Ebﬂﬂpc}tﬂm & Aranem patrem EjUS: VIT'OS PI{}S & Pa-
¢ trize amicos & omnimodo placentes patrie patriifque diis; honoris gratia |

“ anno 450 menfe Aprili’
Our
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INSCRIPTIONS.

Our difficulty is, that Zrancs is called the father of Alialameneg who
1s called the fon of Panus.

IV. Onawell Empnrti'nncd pedeftal, upon which 1san attick bafe cut
out of the fame piece of marble, in the burying-ground of the Arabs. It

feemsto fignify honours done by the fenate, to lome perfon, which have

& Lo Plate

IV,

4 Zer Plate
Il Fig. 32,

not been fq lafting as we could with. We gim_::_it a place here as its frag-
ments confirm fome part of the infcription publifhed by Gruter. The laft

word is, no doubt, tsee, the Macedonian month, anfwering to February.

V. In the court of the temple of the {fun, on one of thole pedeftals *
which project from the fhafts of the columns to {upport ftatues.

- Though fome words in this infcription do not {eem very intelligible, yet
we make no doubt, but thofe who have time to confider it, will find that it re-
lates to theantient trade and cuftoms of Palmyra. We know from hiftory
that there were formerly in that country; as well as at prefent, a fet of petty
princes, who lived upon rapine, making it dﬁl"lgﬂl'ﬂﬂﬁ for merchants to travel
except in bodies, and efcorted in the manner of the prefent caravans. We offer
it as our conjecture, that the perfon mentioned in this infcription was direc-
tor or commander of fuch a caravan, swsdizgy: ; and that he had a flatue ereéted
to him by the merchants trading to Vologefias on the Euphrates, eighteen®
miles below Babylon, for his {ervices in protecting their trading caravans.

nfcription XVIIL which mentions the reafon why a particular perfon
was honoured by the {enate, takes notice among hisother publick fervices,
of that of his protecting fuch caravans, (wedac, at his own expence ; and that
he had the telimony of the chiefs or prefidents of the merchants to that
purpofe. Infcription XIII. contains fomething of the fame kind, If we
add to thofe, Infcription X. it will help out the fenfe of this.

VI. Upon an altar dedicated to Jupiter.

We found it clofe by the large fountain, + which, no doubt, is the fame
called Ephcain the infeription, of which Bolanus was elected overfeer. This
office muft have been of importance at Palmyra, where {uch a fountain was
{o neceflary as well to the fubfiftance, as plealure, of the inhabitants. Mr.
Seller has changed the true reading of Ephca to Aphaca, to {fupport avery
{ingular opinion, viz. that the famous oracular fountain is meant here, which
was near that temple of Venus, between Heliopolis and Byblus, which
long continued to have votaries among the women of Mount Libanus,
noted for beauty and proftitution. The laft letters of the word seps in
the third line, have hitherto been {uppofed to belong to the fecond, and
explained upon that fuppofition. In feveral other inftances where the
text of thole inicriptions has been altered, or a hiatus filled up by the com-

3 Su-:-l_]_-,.;_g."'g_ account of this is {o -Lf_.‘.ﬁlﬂ‘ a l'cp]'tﬁﬂjltiﬂll_l:l]'l of -n;;.- I|:.:ET'EJﬁl-]'“:--".'.l't:l.'.j T;:;.; 'J'E:'-:.r TEMLY WE'-'EEEI!EF;. ‘-"T":' x;ﬁ::,:.,::_l q'}FLf}'n:-:.-.—;;
what pafles in the fame country ac this cime, thac ic may be | 7 rugumoragelan, G 7i; Geius wagalddodlar, varan -
proper to infert it.  Te dé -:r.';‘;; ,L&Elﬂi._i‘f-':ﬁm'r' RERMUENR TS | gpiyres v Oefig Tou woTEMsy, fpeply Csdadl Tty 5.
J‘-.I,grsf:'ﬂdc}z.;:z-;, :.f:,} .p;'-,-:'&rge.:u Ty 'E'E""'I’ ﬁ:-uff# *y -'-'-.U?:::r:.:_-m" By e O .},ﬂ;E zﬂ'mfﬁ}:ErTE; ;_F_KTEE;._.HE:: Tou -..—,.:l‘.l‘.::-:F,-::'-.- ']"Ur}'-ﬁ:.:l-xn.', :'i::';"
i of Tuniras "Apabes, Mysginsl 75w wolperol, we- | gay du ebmogey Exyorres, F¥lov dF darogey veudpens, “Guvaccluy
E’J;’é_.'.-:E:-‘#J El.;u::.'ﬂ'r:.;.; Eir GmAAHD TOTED DTy EWIAITLrL ol Ei ot o :r.-.E;Iﬁ wdpzlﬁ!ila;}&éb‘ﬁw, f;tﬂ:.-';-f; TeMiVioy E}*E." ?-.- s
i-ﬂlr-i-:-!}, My b AERALTios———=m Mg of TEv ExmiTiy Ume Tay o F:‘;TEIJS!-'. }:a:??.,zn‘:‘:-‘ ‘:.-'ﬂ;i-' Ev T0i% TI?'J"H-I:TG.';, ;.E; 'I'.sfl’; -ﬁrzvgﬂm;u
Meashsay viri Aigopevey, # The fxeivsy EE‘-.'_;LF-:J:;:: o 6d0; Tolt | sawdy siogir aya pETgor T TH EFTTEE“J_J Mimitehes,  Strab.
i Tis Dugies e Tensunsizy, o Balvisve epwregevsusios | 1ib. XV
§ g Hegtyuns & duraiz of Sunites T TE Spivgy, ¥ Peutinger’s Tables.
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INSCRIPTIONS.

mentator, fuch liberties have always perverted the genuine fenfe. Thofe
miftakes we now mention in general only as authorities for this inference,
that all attempts to reftore the impﬁrfe& fenfle either of marbles, or many-
{cripts thould be received with difhdence; for it 1s not difficult for a lively
imagination to qurrc& or fill up very plaufibly ; and men are, in this cafe,
led aftray by their own ingenuity. |

VII. The only infeription already publithed, which we could not find.

+ s e 1t Was copied from one of thofe pedeftals * already mentioned, which pro-

X1V,

+ See VI, of
Pamyrene
infcriptions.

UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEEK
HEIDELBERG

ject from the fhafts of columns, and is not {epulchral, as has been imagin-
ed, but fignifies that Martha had a ftatue erected to her by her husband

Sorachus. |
VIIL On an altar which we brought to England.

It has a Palmyrene infcription onanother face: The laft two letters feem
to fignify the 24th day of the month: but if {o, they muft beread, notas the
other dates, butin the common way, from the left to the right.

IX. On the fhaft of a column 1m the long portico, where all the in-
{criptions feem to have been under {tatues.

The word, in which one letter 1s wanting, is plainly smw, and not esew, ac-
cording to Doctor Halley, nor re s according to Seller. Thereis a word
purpofely erafed both in the Greek, and ]%’aimyw_*mc + which 1s under it.
This infcription has been quoted m the antient hiftory of Palmyra. What
other ufe may be made of it, Doctor Halley has thewn, asfollows.

«The Aira or accompt of years obferved by the Palmyreni in thefe in-
< fcriptions, is evidently that of Seleucus, called afterwards Dhilcarnian or
¢ Bicornis by the Arabians, and by them kept mn ufe till above 900 years of
¢ Chrift (as appears by the obfervationsof Albatani, publifhed in numb. 204
“ of the Philofoph. Tranfact.) and not that of the death of Alexander. This
¢ may be demonitrated from thisinfcription, wherein Alexander Severus is
¢ fhled ecoc; that is, after the death and confecration of that emperor, or
<after the year of our Lord 234; and from the name of Julius, who,
¢when this infeription was put up, was Prafectus Pratorio, (and could be
¢no other than Julius Philippus Arabs, who might be efteemed by the Pal-
‘myrenti as their country-man,) it follows, that it was in the laft year of
¢Gordian Anno Chrifti 242 or 243: And that emperor being foon after
¢murdered by the treachery of this Philip, who fuccceded him, and his
‘treafon coming afterwards to light, itis not ftrange that his name was pur-
‘ pofely cffaced in this infcription.  The date thereof, Anno 554, thewsthe
¢beginning of this accompt 311 or 312 years before Chrift, co-incident with
‘the Aira of Seleucus, which was likewife obferved by feveral other cities
¢in the eaft.’

X. In the long portico.

Seller’s correions and conjectures, upon this infcription, will not bear exa-
mmation. Doctor Halley’s remark 18 this: € xeraore a5 ohoyenade omopony sy, do-

¢ fcendentes [ad] Vologefiada commercium ftabiliverunt anno 5§58, five anno

¢ Chrifti 24;7. Whereby it appears %at this people, having had their trade
¢ inter-
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¢ mterrupted by the wars between the Romans and Perfrans under Gordian,
¢ didnow fend an embafly to the court of Sapores king of the Perfians, to
¢ get it re-eftablifhed ; which fucceeded according to their defires.’

We are inclined to think it has a very different meaning ; if we divide the
words thus, o= ey, the infeription may fionify, that a ftatue was erected to
Julius Aurelius, &ec. by the merchants whom he accompanied to Vologefias.

See mfcription V.,

KI. The firlt three lines of thls 1nfcr1pt1:}n, are upon a pedeftal i the Imncr

portico, the remaining imperfect part on the fhaft of the column under it.

Though they have been publifhed as feparate infcriptions, we imagine that
both together fht’:} may fignify, that the ftatue of Septimius Airanes the {enator,
was erected there bya foldier in honour of his patron, for fo we would fupp I}I
the letters wanting in the laft line but one, waspers ey,

XI1I. and XIII. In the long portico.

We infert them ﬂl‘fn{:ipfﬂl} with a view to their '1fﬁﬂiﬂff in the E}iplanﬂtiﬂn
of the Palmyrene inferiptions, which are found under ::m.h.

X1V. In the long pDI‘tICD

XV. This, with the four fr::rlimwnrr, all in the long portico, we fuppofe refers
to the fame pcrfﬂn We alfo thmhthat the dates of the two laft, viz. the 18th
and 19th, which are not legible, could differ but a very little fmm the dates of
this, and the 16th, and I?Eh an_d that thofe five infcriptions are the latelt we
Gt Palmyra, in Greek. Our reafon is, that the title (f«® (Auguftus)
which we only meet with i thofe infcriptions, 1s applicable to Odenathus alone,
who Dbtmncd the imperial purple, the year before the earlieft of thefe dates,
and enjoyed that honour but fera fhort time. If during his thort reign we find
{o many -:Dmphx nentary infcriptions to Septimius mede it miay be ﬂtcuunted
for, from his great rank as Eswpers. (ease Awwangd, which muf’c have made him very
conliderable, efpemdllﬁ; in the abfence of Odenathus, who was generally n the
field. Dottor Halley imagines the Romans, who foon after this were in poflef-
fion of Palmyra, fpared his memorials, asa favourite of Odenathus their ilxr.:nd
while they effaced all thofe of Zr.lrh::'nbla:r and Vaballathus.

XVI. As we were afraid of having made a miftake in the odd word egemes,
we examined the marbles a fecond trme but found that we had -::c:pn:,d it richt
both in this and the following 11‘1fcr1pt1mn ; fo that Doctor Halley’s correGion to
egrayern, Procfe@um annonae, cannot be admitted.

XVII. The compliment paid by a Roman knight to SEPI:]ITIIUS V ﬂrndLS whom
he calls his patron, Nesem {eems to be another argument of his hmh rank.

XVIII. Seeinfcription V. Dottor Halley cnn_]e@[ures the laft word in the
fourth line to be %k, diftributor of the emperor’s munificence in fleth to the
people.

XIX. This we infert, 2s it may be of fome affiftance in the explication of the
Palmyrene infcription underit.
Q XX. Upon
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XX. Upon one of the fame fort of pedeftals already mentioned, projecting
from the fhaft of one of the columns of the little temple.* '

Though it has no date the fubject fufficiently thews it was micribed, after the
death of Adrian, to the fecretary of Palmyra, for fervices done when that em-
peror was in Syria.

XXI: On thefhaft of alarge column marked 30 in plate IL
This and the follnwing infcriptions have no dates.

XXII. Ona projecting pedeftal of a column in the court of the temple of
the {un.

XXIII. and XXIV. In the long portico.

XXV. On a projecting pedeftal of the column next to that of infcription
X 11

X XVI. On an architrave, exally like that from which we copied the firft
infcription, which, no doubt, belonged to a maufoleum.

Doctor Halley {fuppofes it may have been that which Odenathus built before
he had obtained the imperial dignity. For this opinion there feems no other
authority than the name.

XX VI Thisimperfeét Latin infcription, in a bad charaéter, we copied from
a broken architrave belonging to the building in plate XLV. Which we fup-
pofe to have been a work of Dioclefian, and that the word caftra does not re-
fer, as fome think, to the fortifications of Cercufium, but to Palmyra, which is
called by Stephanus gsseer.

The inferiptions 1 a language unknown can be matter of entertainment to
{o few, that it may be proper to give our reafons for allowing them a place in this
work., The firlt {pecimen of thofe charaters made publick was that in Gruter,
from a marble at Rome, and publifhed a fecond time by Spon, with another of
the fame fort. DoCtor Halley, who found an irreconcilable difference between
Gruter’s and Spon’s copy of the fame infcription, had the ftone purpofely viewed,
and the exact figure of the letters taken ; by which, and two other inferiptions
brought from Palmyra by the Englith merchants of Aleppo, he hoped one day
to find out the alphabet. Bernard, # Smith, Rhenferdius,® and others, have at-
tempted this difcovery, but unfuccefsfully ; ¢ perhaps for want of fufficient ma-
terials to work upon. Itwas entirely with a view to fatisty the curiofity of fuch
perfons, and not our own, that we copied thofe infcriptions ; and from the fame
motive Mr. Dawxkins brought home three of the marbles.

We have placed thofe inferiptions m that order in which we think they are to
be read, from right toleft ; the fmall figure fhews the number of the Greek in-
{cription, which was copied from the fame marble with the Palmyrene, and of
which, no doubt, it is a tranflation ; for this reafon, that, by examinmng the
Greek and Palmyrene infcriptions copied from the fame column, we find the
Palmyrene charalters, which {eem to correfpond to any Greek word, are re-

* Infcriptiones praca Palmyrenorum cum icholits & anno- ¢ See Abbé RHenaudot's diﬁul-L1EiDn on thofe I'|1'|_'-:Fi|;1T-'H}n5,.
t.a.l;l';c:-nil:ngls,‘ LEdwardi Bernardi & Tho. Smith. in the Memoirs of the Academy of Infcriptions and Belles

¥ Periculum Palmyrenum, Lettres,
R peated

http://digi.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/diglit/wood1753/0039
© Universitatsbibliothek Heidelberg

® See Plate

gefdrdert durch die

DFG




UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
HEIDELBERG

3%

INSCRIPTIONS.

peated as oftenas that word occurs:  This is moft remarkable in the eighth
and ninth Palmyreneinfcriptions, in which more than the firlttwo linesare
exaltly the fame,and as much of the two correfponding Greek infcriptions
arc alio the fame: Befides, in the ninth Greek infcription there 1s 2 word
purpofely erafed; and in the fame part of the Palmyrene under it, there is
alfo a word erafed.

The marbles of the firft three of the Palmyrene inferiptions are in
the pofleflion of Mr. DAwkins, the 11th and 12th, were copied from
under the heads 1n plate LVIL. and the 13th from an altar. The 8th and
gth are not perfect; the ending of both was tco much defaced to be co-
pied. The {mall dots in fome parts of thofe infcriptions, {fignify that the
marble had fuffered a little in that place. There are very few Greek in-
{criptions at Palmyra, which have not one, in this charaéter, under them ; and
fometimes we met with the Palmyrene alene, but could not venture to
copy thole which were not tolerably well preferved.

L e S S i, R

A
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W UR journey to Palmyra was that part-of our tour through the
} Eaft, in which we expected tomeet with the greateft difficultics, as
it was much out of the common road, and where the protection
of the Grand Signior could do us no {ervice.

Aleppo and Damalcus feemed to be the places where we might moft
effectually confult our eale and fatety in thisundertaking. Having unfuccels-
fully attempted to make the firlt of thole cities our road, we left our fthip
at Byroot on the coait of Syria, and crofled Mount Libanus to Damalcus.

The Bafhaw of this city told us, he could not promife that his name,

«or power, would be any lecurity to us in the place to which we were go-

ing. Prom what he faid, and from all the informations that we could
get, we found it neceffary to go to Haflia, a village four days journey
north from Damafcus, and the refidence of an Aga, whole jurildiétion ex-
tends as far as Palmyra.

Since we propole this work merely as an account of the ruins of Pal-
myrd, and not of our travels, we fhall here only premie fuch a fhore
sketch of our paflage through the Defart, asmay give a general idea of our
manner of travelling in a country, which no body has defcribed.

Haflia is a fmall village upon the great caravan-road, from Damafcus to
Aleppo, fituated near Antilibanus, and at a few hours diflance from the
Orontes. The Aga received us with that hofpitality, whichis fo common
among all ranks of people in thofe countries; and though extremely fur-
prized at our curiciity, he gave us inftructions how to fatisfy it in the beft
inanner.

We fet out from Haflia the 11th of March 1751, withan elcort of the
Aga’s beft Arab horfemen, armed with guns and long pikes, and travelled
in four hours to Sudud, through a barren plain, {carce affording a little
browfing to antilopes, of which we faw a great number. Our courfe was

a point to the fouth of the caft.

Sudud isa poor (mall village, inhabited by Maronite chriftians; its houfes
are built of no better materials than mud dried in the fun. 'They cultivate

as much ground about the village as is neceflary for their bare fubfiftence,
S and
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A JOURNEY THROUGH

and make a good red wine. We bought a few manulfcripts of their prieft, and

Prncceded after dinner through the f‘lI‘ﬂE fort of country, in a dire€tion half a
point more to the fouth, to a "Turkith village called HDWEI]‘.‘EEH (where we lay)
three hours from Sudud.

Howareen has the fame appearance of poverty as Sudud. But we found a

few ruins there, which fhew it to have been formerly a more confiderable place.

A fquare tower, with projeéting battlements for defence, looks like a work of

three or four hundred years ; and two ruined churches may be of the {fame age,

though part of the matemls, aukwardly employed in thofe buildings, are mm:h

older, In their walls are fome corinthian capitals, and feveral larne attick bafes

of white marble. Thofe and fome other {cattered fragments of antiqmt}, which
we faw here, have bl;lf::nn'ﬁrl to works of more expence than talte. We remark-

ed a Llll“grz near this cntule abandoned by its inhabitants, which happens often
in thofe countries, where the lands have no acquired value from cultivatios n, and
are often dL,LrtEd, to avoid oppreflion.

We fet out from Howareen the rath, and in three hours arrived at Carietein,
keeping the fame direCtion. This village differs from the former, only by be-
ing a little larger. It has alfo fome broken pieces of marble, which b':'if_-ﬂ'i}f_,d to
antent Lufldwﬂqj as fome fhafts of columns, a few Corinthiis capitals, a dorick
bafe, and two II“lpr.l'f-E& Greek infcriptions. It was thought proper we fhould
{tay here this day, as well to collect the reft of our efcort, which the Aga had
ordered to attend us, as to prepare our people and cattle ﬁ::r the {uixguh of the
remaining part of Gll[’_}DLI‘nE} ] which, though we could not performit in lefs time
than twenty four hours, could notbe dmded into {tages, as there 1s no water

in that pqllt{}i' the dLﬁlrt.

We left Carietein, the 13th, about ten o’clock, which was much too late:
but as our body became more numerous, it was lefs governable. This bad ma-
nagement ex puﬁ;d us to the heat of two days, before our cattle could get either

water or reft; and though fo early in the fm{'un, vet the refle€tion of the fun
from the fand was very pr:rwcrful, and we had not therelief of eicher breeze or
thade during the w hole ; journey.

Our caravan was now encreafed to about two hundred perfons, and about the
fame number of beafts for carriage, confifting of an odd mixture of horfes,
camels, mules and affes. Our guide told us, "this part of our journcy was
molt dangerous, and defired we nmrht {ubmit our {elves entirely to his direction,
which was, that the fervants thould keep with the baggage immediately behmd
our Arab guard; from which one, two, or more of their body were frequently
difpatch&d, for d1ﬁ:=:rrﬂ:r}, to what ever eminences they could fee, where they
remamed untill we came up. Thofe horfemen alwa}e rode {:r’PF from the ca-
ravanat full {peed, in the Tartar and Huffar manner. We doubted whether all
this precaution was owing to their being really apprehenfive of danger, or whe-
ther they only affected to make us think highly of their ufe and wgllance. Our
courfe from Carietein to Palmyra, was a little to the eaft of the north, through
a flat fandy plain (without either tree or water the whole way) about ten miles
broad, and bounded to our right and left by a ridge of barlﬁn hills, which feem-
ed £ join about two miles before we arrm:d at Palmyra,

The
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The tirefome famenefs, both of our road and manner of travelling, was now

-and then a little relieved by our Arab horfemen, who engaged mn mock fights

with each other for our entertainment, and ihewcd a furprifing firmnefs of [‘Eﬂt
and dexterity in the management of their horfes. When the buflinefs of the day
was over, cnﬁ%e and a pIpE of tobacco made their higheft luxury, and w l‘uh:
they mdu]cred in this, {itting in a circle, one of. the company entertained the reft
with a ﬁ;.ncr or ftory, the fubjc& love, or war, and the compolition fometimes
extemporary.

In nine hours from Carietein we came to a ruined tower, on which we obferved,
in two or three places, the Maltefe crofs. Near 1t are the ruins of a very rich
building, as appeared b}* a white marble door-cafe, which is the only part {tand-
ing and not covered with fand: its proportions and ornaments are exaCtly the
fame with thofe of plate XLVII. At midnight we ftopt two hoursfor refrefh-
ment, and the fourteenth about noon we arrived at the end of the plain, where
the 111113 to ourright and left feemed to meet. We found between thofe hills a
vale through wnu.h an aqueduct (now ruined) formerly conveyed water to Pal-
myra.

In this vale, to our right and left, were {feveral {quare towers of a confiderable
height, mh.r:h upon a nearer dppmach we found were the fepulchres of the an-
tient Palmyrenes. 'We had fcarce pafled thefe venerable monuments, when the
hills opening difcovered to us, all at once, the oreateft quantity of ruins we had
ever feen, all of white marblc, and beynnd them towards the Euphrates a flat
wafte, as far as the eye could reach, without any obje@ which thewed either life
or motion. It is fcarce poflible to imagine any thing more ftriking than this
view : Sogreat a number of Corinthian plllars mlxﬂd with {o Iittia wall or
{olid buﬂdmg, afforded a molt romantic variety of profpet. But the follow-
ing plate will convey a jufter idea of it thanany defcription.

In the following work we not only give the meafures of the architeGure, but
alfo the views of the ruins from which they are taken, as the moft diftinét, as
well as the molt ﬁttlbfa&{l!‘} method. For as the firft gives an idea of thebuild-
mcr, when 1t was entire, {o the laft thews its prefent {tate of decay, and (which
is moft important) what authority there is for our meafures.

4 | DA T E
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RUINED CITY

T aken-fiom: the

OF PALMYRA

North Eaft.

N the following explication of this view, the plates are referred to which con-
tain the parts of each building, at large ; and whatever part of this view 1s not
more particularly explained afterwards, in other plates, was either too much de-
ftroyed to allow of meafurement, or is purpofedly omitted, to avoid a repetition

of the fame proportions and ornaments.

A, The temple of the fun.

E. A fquare towerbuilt by the Turks, in the lfr‘[ﬂl:ﬂ wherd
the portico {iood.

C. The wall which enclofed the court of the temple. The
parts of this temple and its court are particularly de-
feribed from plate 111 to plate XXT.

1. Ground cultivated by the Arabs, whole olives and corn
are divided by little enclofures of dried mud.

E. A very large column, the greateft part of which, (with
its entablature) is fallen,  Some fragments about it
{hew, there hasbeen a large building in this Fp[ﬂ-::e.
Its diameter near the bafe is five feet and 2 half,

F. A ruinous Turkifth mofiue, with its minaret.

G, Agreat columnof the fame diameter with that mark-
ed E.

H. An arch. See it deferibed from plate XXII to plate
AXVI  From this arch to the building marked W,

a diftance not much lefs than joco feet, extends a

portico. Plate II fhews the dire€tion of its co-
lumns. :

I, Columns, which fill fupport a confiderable part of
their entablature, and are fo difpoled, that they look
like the peryftile of a little temple, of which the
cell 15 quite deftroyed,

K, Here are four granite columns, one of them is fll
ftanding, the other three are on the ground; their
fhaft is of cne piece, and their diameter the {ame
with the other columns of the lonz portico,

1., A number of celumns which, from the manner in
which they are difpofed (See plate II) we thought
at firl might belong to a Circus; but, upon clofer
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examination, itdid not feem poffible, that the ground
could admit of fuch a building, Their diameter i3
two feet four inches, and their intercolumniation fix
feet ten inches,

M. A litle temple, which fee deferibed from plate
XXVII to plate XXXI. |

N, The cell of a temple, with part of its peryftile.

0. Four large pedeftals, which fee from plate JXXII
to plate XXXV,

P. A line of columns, which feem to have belonged to a
portico, terminating upon that part of the long por-
tico, where the forepoing pedeftals are.  Their dia-
meter is two feet fix inches, and their intercolumni-
ation feven feet three inches.

Q. Seems to be the ruins of a chriflian church.

R. Nothing more remains of this large building, than thole
four columns and their rich entablature.

S. Thefe columns are difpofed much as thofe marked
1.

T. Ruins of afepulchre,

V. Building which we fuppole to have been erefted by
Dioclefian, See from P]mi XLIV to plate 'LTL t

. Sepulchre, upon which the leng portico teeminales to

i t;:tE;uI]mI:ﬂ? W{:l;i:. See from pl%tg XXXVI to plate
XLIL :

¥. Ruins of a Turkifh fortification.

Y. A fepulchre. Sce plates LI and LIV,

7. The Turkifh caftle on the hill.

a, The fepulchres without the wall, See from plate LV

 toplate LVII.
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A FTER thisgeneral view (by which we found things rather exceed
£"X than fall thortof our expectations) we were conducted to one of the
‘huts of the Arabs, of which there are about thirty 1n the couit of thegreat

temple. The contraft between the magnificence of that building and the

poverty of our lodging, was very firiking, The nhabitants, both men and
women, were well thaped, and the latter, though very {warthy,had good fea-
tures. They were veiled, but not fo {crupulous of thewing their faces, as the
eaftern women generallyare. They paint the ends of their fingers red, their
lips blue, and their eye-brows and eye-lathes black, and wore very large
gold or brafs rings in their ears and nofes. They had the appearance of
o0od health, and told us, that diftempers of any -fort were uncommon
among them.

We concluded from this, that the air of Palmyra deferves the character
which Longinus gives it, in his epiftle to Porphyry. They have feldom
rain, except at the equinoxes. Nothing could be more lerene than the
sky all the time we were there, except one afternoon, that there was a
{mall fhower, preceded by a whirlwind, which took up {uch quantities of
{and from the defart, as quite darkened the sky, and gave us an 1dea of
thole dreadful hurricanes which are fometimes fatal to whole caravans.

We were tolerably well provided with mutton and goat’s fleth, by the
Arab inhabitants ; which, however, would have become very {carce, had
we remained there longer than fifteen days, in which time we fatisfied our
curiofity.

U PEATEIL
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A

GEOMETRICAL PLAN

OF THE

RUINED CITY OF PALMYRA.

ALMY RA is fituated undera barren ridge of hills to the weft,and open

on its other {ides to the Defart. Itisabout {ix days journey * from Aleppo,
and as much from Damafcus, *and about twenty leagues weit of the Euphra-
tes,in the latitude © of thirty four degrees, according to Ptolemy. Some geo-
graphers have placed it in Syria, others in Pheenicia, and fome in Arabia,

The walls (43) of this city are flanked by {quare towers, but {o much
defiroyed, that in moft places they are level with the ground, and often
not to be diftinguifhed from the other rubbifh. We could {ee no part of
them to the fouth-caft; but had great reafon to think, from the direction
of what we had traced, that they took in the great temple: if o, their
circuit muft have been at leaft three Englith miles.

The Arabs thewed us fome ground about the prefent ruins, which might
be about ten miles in circumference, a little raifed above the level of the
Defart, though notfo much as the part of this plan within the walls. This,
they faid, was the extent of the old city, and that by digging i any part
of it, ruins were difcovered. There appeared to us better reafons for this
opinion, than meerly their authority. Three miles was a {mall compals for
Palmyrain its profperity, efpecially as moft of that fpace is taken up by
publick buildings, the'extent of which, as well as the great number of
magnificent fepulchres, are evident proofs of a great city.

We therefore concluded, that the walls, which we have marked in this
plan, inclofe only that part of Palmyra which its publick buildings occu-
pied during its flourifhing ftate; and, that after its decay, the fituation ftill
recommending it, as the propereft place to ftop the incurfions of the Sa-
racens, Juftinian fortified it, as we learn from Procopius, and moit pro-
bably contracted its walls into a narrower compafs. Palmyra, ¢ wasno longer
a rich trading city, where he was obliged to attend to private convenience,
but a frontier garrifon, where firength alone was to be confidered.

* Qur day’s journey was generally about eight leagues. € We found it inconvenient to bring a quadrant [o long a
B There 15 3 much thorter road from Damaﬁ:ug Lo l"a[m;,’- ju11rm:=,r by land, which 13:'-’..‘.‘-"-::[11‘-::43 our t;.-:]-;.lilg its latitude.
ra, but a more dangerous one. 5 See page 13 B Gd
€11QcCs
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THE PLAN OF PALMYRA %

i ' 11 is built, looksa good deal
ot the manner, in which the wall 15 ;
Iik};)i%i:ﬁigzhie eive it, another oblervation, which occurred to us on the

{pot, feems to ftrengthen the fame opimion.

' 1d; .« wall towards the north-welt; they had

. found that in building this wa ' 2 :
tal«*}ictie advantage of two or three {'epull':‘:hiﬂl monuments, W 111*31;1111;1;‘;’5’?1‘
ed fo conveniently, both i fhape and {ituation, that they converted them in-

+o flanking towers.

As we had no doubt, but the Walll’ﬁ’ﬂ-ﬁ Pﬂﬁﬂ%‘:}rﬁ 0 ;h?niﬁlfgﬁjhgg
e ilt, when the pagan religion no 1ong -
we conclude that it wasbuilt, whe : Lk the G ks
e v contrary to the veneration, Winlch
there. For it was not only contrary to i 1 other ule
: “places of burial, to apply them to any ;
and Romans had for their places : e h a general rule
oy : one. but it alfo breaks through a general It
efpecially to {o dangerous 20nC, SR h walls. This?
2 aving fuch places without the city wall
:¢h they obferved, of haviag iu : .
:TT?S (}I’dcfgd at RDlﬂé h}? a law of the t"‘-VE'.]E?’E [’Flbl@ﬁ;, and at Athens bjf a

law of Solon; and we found It religioufly obfervedall over the Haft.

We fuppofe then, that this wall (which fn::g' tlhn? fﬂl;?;bf?;ﬂg trﬁafﬂii ;;;3] ;ﬁl}i
Juftinian’s) not only leaves out a great deal of t qu: ’11] E]I h::‘:ljt;;'] Pr::d e
. to the fouth-caft, but alfo rakesin {omething 111{31:15;,1n.11an1m tm%{:ﬁ : 1;;;11
che north and north-weft. That part of the wall, w 11;‘: ) _mi'-?; 55 qné e
~s the ruinous building, (19) has been 'ﬂddﬂd]ﬂi‘lg {;1 tg 11:.?}:{3&;&5 > 8
fomething in the manner of the caftle, of which atters ;

Upon the top of one of the highelt of thmfe. 111}15, ;?i?;w;ge rif
the ruins, is 2 caltle (34) to which there 1s a ey Im-‘;r& :1111t :;. : %:he iy
It is enclofed by a deep ditch, cut out, of 1'&1:11{:1. q}lilrr_g: -D}s 0Lt dﬂw;
which we palled with fome difficulty, as the draw- Er_: }gr:1 i ;DW dﬁ-—l
In the caftle is a very deep hole cut in the rock, which thoug Y,
looks as if intended for a well.

The building of this caltle is fo very bad,,_ that 1t 1s not 1011-i}r£c1;1d€1{::dl}r
pofterior to Jultinian, to whom fome afcribe it, but unworthy ot the Mae

malulkes.

The Englifh merchants, who vifited this place in I 6% lI: W{i{i‘i Efgziﬁf
it was built by Man Ogle, a prince of the Druﬂ?is: gl?t WTE ﬁigwnrk i
rath® the third. Wewere told by the Arabs_r, t 1]il 1 -, ’15 ]E. o
fon of the famous Feccardine, who, while his fat ’1{:;‘] Was wmbl ump;m L
this for a retreat. Neither of thefe accounts are at all agreeable to

{tory of the Drufes.

This hill, on which the caftle isﬁbui lt, is one of thEI]',;ﬂ%hﬁ;zZEs]?cit
mvra. )t commandsa moft extenfive pmfpcﬁ of the Eft ar v
i—D{lﬂ; which, from this height, looks like the fea; and welitwar
I '

—

i it in this, from the
: et Te e e the Lacedzmonians differed, in this,
i L A % smion wealth lib. iv. It 15 true the : 1751l oecal : I
: clier times of their commor 3 S o s (who took all occalions to incu
diﬂniﬂfii?ﬂ??ﬁiﬂﬂf c;uilnly as a particular n:-umPh:mT.‘El o 1:.-;1:::2(.;2?:&1:5’;!1}T:;_'E’flr{fj} ap:pnintcd the moft publick ftreets
5 . e ¥ 1 I:.'i:'l. s slahks 5 T : il
S (ame compliment was paid to 0 , R ehicts batias vochs Sice.
Sy ti:;w%:: aﬁf&ﬂfﬁ;ﬁ f;?‘uﬁ;d to 1.;11['-.'inr-:‘.r.']his be buried | for burying places, toma J pa
power ; but the ;

hat fa- ith.
Ay : ld Sulpitius, when he afked that fa tan F'f'l_ L 1 E8Es
fn:iﬂln ;{i-::t’:g!:i'iil,}: T:?:;:ﬁ?:;l %%an&sﬁiﬁ:r- Epift. ad TFamil, * Anne Chrifti 1593 :
X {ee
A i : : fia efirdert durch die
:ﬁ;ﬁgﬁg‘?s‘ http://digi.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/diglit/wood1753/0051 el
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XXVII

THE PLAN OF PALMYRA.

fee the top of Libanus, and take very diftinétly the bearmngs of {fome part of
Antilibanus, which we had obferved at Haflia.

To the eaft and fouth of the temple of the fun are a few olive-trees and
corn intermixed, defended from the cattle by mud walls. This might be made
a very agreeable {pot, by a proper diftribution of two ftreams, which are now
entirely neglected by the Arabs.

They are bothof hot fulphureous water, which, however, the inhabitants find
wholclome and not difagreeable. + The moft confiderable {44) rifes weftward of
the rmm, from a Lhaunful grotto, (3 3) at the foot of the mountains, almoft high
enough in the middle to admit us ﬂ:ﬂﬂdmﬁ upright. The whole hr:}ttmn 1S a buiﬂ'ﬂ
of very clear water, of about two feet dﬂep the heat thus confined makes it an
excellent bath, for v.h[r..h purpofe the Arabsufe it ; and the ftream which runs from
itina pretty {martcurrent is about a foot deep, and more than three feet over, con-
fined in fome places by an old pwcd channel, but after a very fhort courfe foaked
up mthe fand ‘ealtward of the ruins. The mhabmntq told us, this grotto had al-
ways the fame quantity of water, and that though we could {Le btit"ibﬂut a dozen
paces into 1t, yet it extended much farther, While Palmyra flourifhed, this
beautiful {ource ﬂnhl, nodoubt, have been of great value. We learned from
an infcription clofe by 1t, upon an altar dedicated to Jupiter, th‘lt it was called
Ephca, and that the care of it was committed to perfons who held that office
by election.

The other fiream, (45) whofe fource we could not fee, contains near the fame
quantity of water, and runs through the ruins m an antient aqueduct under
ground near thelong portico, and i the fame direction ; it joins the firft to
the eaft of the ruins, and 1s loft with it in the fand. The Arabs told us, there
was a third {tream, pot quite {o confiderable as thefe two, and conveyed in an
aqueduct under ground through the ruins, as the laft, but that its paflage was
fo broke and. choaked up with rubbifh, that it had not appeared for fome time.
We were the more 111qu1ﬁtn e about theﬁa ftreams, as the little notice the mer-
chants from Aleppo have taken of them, has puzzled fome perfons to account
for the lofs of the river mentioned by Ptolemy, which they attribute toan earth-
quake. There feems no reafon to fuppofe the water of Palmyra has fuffered
any alteration but that which negligence has produced. If the Englith mer-
chants thought thofe {treams too contemptible to deferve the name of a river,
they thould for the fame reafon have denied that honour to the Paétolus, the
Meles, and {everal rivers of Greece, which do not contain fo much water, ex-
cept immediately after rains.

Belides thofe fulphureous ftreams, there has been a large quantity of
well-tafted water conveyed formerly to the town by an aqueduct, which
we have already taken notice of, page 3z. It is built under ground m a
very folid manner, * with openings at the top, at certain dﬂ’mncea to keep 1t
clean. It 138 now broke about half a league from the town, the general
opinion of the Arabs 1s, that this aqueduﬁ “extends to the mountains near
Damafcus. There fcems not the leaft foundation for {uch an opinion, as there
is plenty of good water at Carietein, between Palmyra and Damafcus.  Proco-
Plu" tells us, th*"it Juftinian brought water to the garrifon he left here ; which
we 1magine hL did, rather by repazlrmn* than hmidmn' this aquedu&®, which feems
an L}”pmﬁw work and of greater antiquity. P”’L]m} ra in 1ts profperity would cer-

tamly
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THE PLAN OF PALMYRA.

tainlv not have wanted fuch a convenience ; and in more than one place we faw
the 'Palmyrcnu chara&ers on it, too much decayed to copy, but could find no
infcription in any other language,

About three or four miles to the fouth-eaft of the ruins, in the Defart, is the
Valley of Salt, (fuppofed to be the piaf":e where David {mo ¢ thf;f::!yrmns
o, Sam. viii. 13.) which now {upplies, in a great meafure, Damalicus and
the neighbouring towns, with that commodity. We went to {ee 1, ﬂ,ﬂd
found they had hollowed the ground in {everal places deep enough to receive
a foot, or more of the rain-water, which, when once lodged, covers the patt
fo hollowed with a fine white falt. Where-ever we could thruft the Arabs pikes
into the ground, we found it was impregnated with falt to a confiderable depth.

For other particulars in this plan we refer to the following explication,
Nothing lefs entire than a column ftanding, withat leaft its c:&pl?aij is marke
ed. Almoft the whole ground within the walls 1s covered with heaps of
marble; but to have dittinguithed fuch imperfect rumns would have intro-
duced confufion to no purpole. |

1. Templeof the fun. 29, Great éolumn ftanding alone.

2. Its court, with the huts of the Arabs. 2g. Cultivated pround. ‘ LN, t

2. lts portico 30. Great column, from which the infeription number

4 : s - MR
4. A Turkifth moelque, XXI was copied.

¢, Anarch 31, Great column, ; ?

6. Four granite columps. : 32. Alar, fromewhich the Greek inleription, number VI,

=, Peryllile of a ruined temple. : was capicd,

%, Columns difpofed in the form of a circus, 33. The fonntain Ephca.

g. Cell of a temple. 34. Turkifh catle. : o 2
10. Four pedefials, 35. Ground raifed by ruins, between which and the wall
11. Row of colamns which ftand alone. has been a ditch now almoit filled up.

12. The cell of a temple and part of its peryftile, 36, Confufed roins, near the fountain.
. Seems to have been the peryitile of a temple. =7, A ruined building, near the ftream {44).
13 . 3

14, 15 16, 17. Have been all diftinét buildings, but are 35, Sepulchral monuments, reduced to meer rubbifh.
J M 1 i i s B
{5 much ruined, that wecould noteven guefs at their  39. A water-mill, where the Arabs grind their corn.

slan. 40. Arab burying-ground, v 3

13, Dioclefian’s butlding 41. Our road to Palmyra, through the vale of the {epul-
L] i i
1 g rtificat: hres.

10. Ruins of a Turkith forbihcation, chi _ e
ag 21, 22. Scpulchral monuments. 42. Indiftinét ruins of large buildings, near the temple of
el b | ’ e & T = : ;
27, Senulchres of many ftories, all without the city walls. the fun. 50T e
24 Frlubnh]}r a ruined temple, : 43, Remains of Jultinian’s wall.
2z, Ruins of a chriftian church, 44. The largeft ftream. . F
T e L S 45. The leifer, which runs through the ruins, and joins
ﬂ;; Little temple l the firft to the ealtof the temple of the (un.

http://digi.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/diglit/wood1753 /0053
© Universitatsbibliothek Heidelberg

4T

gefardert durch die

DFG




UNIVERSITATS-

BIBLIOTHEK
HEIDELBERG

42 EXPLLECATION OF

P LA T E. [l

The plan of the temple of the fun, and of its court.

»Se e From the greatnefs of this building, as well as from fome of its ornaments,

Al

xix. " we conclude it is the temple of the fun, which was damaged by the Rr::rm i
foldiers, when Aurelian took the town, and for the repairs of which he ordered

fiemee o much money, in his letter to C{:iﬂnius Baffus 7.

The folidity and height of the wall of its court tempted the Turks to con-
vert it into a place of ftrength; for this purpofe, they ftopped up the win-
dows to the north, eaft and fouth, and made a ditch before it to the weft, where

ts=thele they deftroyed the portico of the grand entrance to build in its place a fquare |

I tower to flank that fide.

The court is paved with broad ftones, but fo covered with rubbith that we

could fee the p'uercnt but in few pl-:lCES' That partof it which is inclofed

Yoo e by lines, in this p an, to the north-welt, and fouth-welt angle 1s funk fixteen §
— feet lower than the reft 'of the pavement, to what pulpuﬂ’: we could not ouefs.
It is fo covered with rubbifh that we cmﬂd not difcover any fiarrs by whlu;h it

mnght have communicated with the reft of the court.

The parts of this plan which are marked black, fhew what is flill ftanding,
but the ruined part 1s marked by an out-line only. Every thing clfe may b::,
underitood by the meafures, without further exphmtmn, which we fhall always
avoid where it 15 not *111{"01111:{,1} neceffary, and leave it entirely to thL reader to
make his own remarks upon the architeture,

N. B. All the fcales in this work are of Englifh feet and inches.

PeEsA - E - - RV

Upright of the grand entrance to the court of the temple.

ss5e ex- It has been ** obferved that this portico was deftroyed by the Turks ; the

'F'] ication of

e forezo- pediment is here reftored, without any authority, but the columns and their par-

LN plate.

S ticular diftribution, are EDPIEd from the internal portico 1.

| P A T E 'V

Bafe, capital and entablature of the pilafter, in the foregoing plate.

This order 1s continued quite round the court of the temple, on the outfide.
All the bafes at Palmyra are Attick.

Bl A a7 E- VI

ce plate Ornaments of the infide of the portico T of the grand entrance.

'-!'.l".l

Thewall which divides this portico from that of the court of the temple, is al-

moft perfe@ly entire, and the ornaments of the doors and niches very little
defaced.

PLATE

A, Niche for a ftatue. C. Inferior tabernacle.
B. Superior tabernacle for a ftatue, D, Side-door and plan of its foffit.
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Pesl, A 0 R = VIE

Upright of the great door of the court of the temple.

The ornaments of this door are finithed in the higheft manner, and notwith-
ftand its great fize, each of the fide-architraves are of one piece of marble; the
foflit is the only part of it too much damaged to admit of a drawing, but we
could difcover that it has been richly ornamented 1 the fame manner with the
{stlit of the fmall door, in the following plate.

A. Profile of the cornith. . PBlan of the f{croll.
B. External profile of the feroll. H. Projection of the mouldings of the cornice under the

C. Internal profile of the fcroll. madillions, 2
D). Section of the freeze and architrave, I. Projection of the freeze.
E. F. Projeétion of the fide-architrave from the wall. K. Projection of the architrave.

Pl AT E o VIL

Ornaments of the foregoing door at large, with the {oflit of the {mall doors.

C. The {eroll,

A. The fide-architrave.
D, Soffit of the fide door. #

B. The frecze, e
fﬂ”nwjni:-
plate,

Upright of the fide door, of which the foflit has been fhewn in the fore-
ooing plate, and of the niches and tabernacles for ftatues.
<
Ornaments of the tabernacles for ftatues in plate V1. at large.

B. Superior projedting entablature. (b) G. Soffit of the fecond. e

. Inferior projecting entablature. (b) H. Projedtion of its moulding, which are under the mo- Eaihcbcf:::;:i

. Soffit of the firlt. dillions. : : in plate VI,

E. Projection of its mouldings, which are under the mo- 1 Projection of its mouldings, which are above the mo-

dillions. dillions. ‘
' F. Projeftion ofits monldings, which are under the mo- K. Seftion of the architrave of both, to thew the depth
dillions. of the foffit.
Ornaments * of the infide of the portico of the court of the temple. e

plan, plage
¥,

The three larger doors are the fame here as i plate VII and i X.

A. Small doors two of thofe lead to ftairs in the wall C. Projecting bafe which fupported the ftatue,
which divides the portico of the grand entrance from D. Door, which fee in plate I1X.

that of the court, the other two are falfe doors. E. Pediment of the niche over the door,
B. Projeting pediment and entablature, under which was . Niche.
a ftatue. G, Its pilafter.
Z PLATE
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Py AR XL

™ See A, P | # eaft and fouth, Its ornaments are the fame without
e f; I :l["llali xﬁidul:.ﬁ? ?:-rf the court of the temple, to the north- and within the coust.
3 =
Ornaments of the tabernacles for ftatues, m plate XI, atlarge
- e i : {e=.

4 5eethe A, Flower upon the angles of the pediment. % :;:EEL Efn;‘htchithME.
fame inplate B, Entablature. - il G: e e L
i C. Ir}s l:uﬂr?i_t, wiitl} a...plm of the modillions. o Serihor s ol
1t Sec G, D. Projecting baic. 4

plate XI.

poL AT By NIV

Upright of the portico within the court of the temple.

: 1 7. 1 -od by guefs, there being
O he abfl : lPl?tEf L rcl&'ﬂ; Lg ﬂga hﬁlni; {ixteen feet
: . welt 1d thole ipaces WINICI \ ¢
§ See plate smains of it: the welt lide o . ‘
i, ?D i n _?{1{ £ the pavement, forms a fubaflement to the columns; thofe
l{mr{:fﬁ:‘ Jos L{‘!E - } D{‘ 1‘{5%{ tahe .u:;iumns were undoubtedly intended to fup-
:"‘-"‘1:"".:"-:. mMs Iron the 1nal 3 iy l - ' e
PECIELEIDLS o e 1 s £ them, by which the {tatues were
e j Bt s - Lo im 1.|:Ji1;3 ﬁl” rumaln 11 {-011'1'3 O ] iy
port ftatues, the X £ the § . ill feen. All thofe ftatues
g : i = et e fﬂ{:t are i cenl.
faftened ; and on fome the marks of th : n, for we
e X . CArre v relian took the town, Ior
were probably deftroyed or carried away Whinpﬂ'l'm -
R, i a ol ‘Leta
could not difcover even a fragment of one ¥

P 1. Al E XV,

: T soine plate, with the plan
nEeae o (Canital and entablature ** of the order in the fﬂf% g Piatts
it o [

COrn iin ,:-! e

xvin. of the cﬁpita.

- - El- ] 1 I—- -ﬂ " 1 " : 1 ! ] a

apable of.
gepteop g RV
Plan of the temple and its peryﬁiie.

: ; s at their number.
The ach deftroved that we could only gue ir number
“ﬁflhc 11{(? Pn;ii?:l:vg ;:3 repairs wjlflich might account f:::r_thﬂr ﬁngulan;:eslm Ell(ﬁi
1:; CDuThe ornaments belonging to thofe divifions within the cell araf c}k t:;gg %
Ep v;.?ith Turkith buildings that we could only copy the foffits TT © 2
44 Sec plate

kix " nd a baflo relievo from an architrave, 1T
.

1 See K,

Lﬂ:m: XVill.
P L A LE XVIIL
Upright of the temple. h
o - =it by which the leaves, &cc. were faftened; whic
A. Pilafter joined to the column, which {upports the ﬂ:cr{: n:.; s ﬂf{: e ﬂ;‘dll Bl
: o 1 tl terials,
B Eii;LE.rfl};gf}r t;t:nathf:ﬂximsmcr of fluting the columns, : Tﬂil‘ﬂ'::ﬂi'riﬁiﬁcﬁ’if“:h‘z cr;l?.: ma
C. Pannel between the capitals over the door. E.

a . " "I|
D, The bell of the capital only remains, with holes F. The freeze of the ce

There
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THE PLATES. 4

There feemed nothing either in the door which is here placed in fo fingular
4 manner between two columns, or in the door of the cell of the teniple, worth
being defcribed more at large, except the foffit of the latter, which fee in the

following plate.

P AT E. XVIIL

A. The foffit of the cornifh, in plate XV, (5. Its ornament.

B. A fquare pannel which inclofes H. Saoffit of the door of the cell of the temple.

-, Therofe. 1. Freeze, of plate XVII, at large.

D. Diftance between the modillions. K. Bas relief of the face of an architrave belonging to
E. The modillions. one of the divifions within the cell. It is not to be

I°. Soffit of the architrave in plate xV. meafured by the [cale.

Pl A 1B XIX.

Two foffits, of one piece of marble each.

A. B. Mark the places in plate XVI, to which thofe foffits belong.

_PLATE XX,

A, Window of the temple on the fide of the peryftile, B. The fame window feen from within the cell

2obke Al B XXI

View of the temple of the fun, taken from the north-weft corner of the court.

A, the temple, C. The hutts of the Arabs,
T Two jonick half columns at each end of the cell of D. Part lower than the reft of the pavement * of the s geejae

the temple.  We could net get up to their ca- court of the temple. 11,
pitals tupt:sk.c the meafures of them. E. The portico of the court of the temple.

P LA ‘T E - XXIIL
Plan and Upright of the eaft-fide of the arch marked H in plate I,

A, Suppoled pediment.
13. Middle archivelt.
. Iis impotL,

H. Baffo relievo of the pilafter under the impoft of the
fide arch.
I. Niche. ¥ Sée tho

D). Side archivolt. : : :

I Il’.: in;nilmi“t. K. Tnthe plan. Projection of the capital of the pilafter fime lewer

¥, Baflo relievo 4 of the pilafter. upon which the colonades of the portico terminate J’:“f?n'irfrl‘_:te

G. Baflo relievo of the pilafter under the impoft of the on the weft fide of -this arch. § § See Tetter

middle arch. : i;r JI& 15:]*“‘3
"y - - - . * e
Pifafter of the foregoing arch, with its capital and entablature.

A. Angular modillion, F. Baffo §; relievo of the pilafler at lasge. 5 ;:fh:
F'-"-'L‘guiil;_;
plate.

r o
Aa PLATE
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46 EXPLICATION OF

Pl A T E XXV

A. Plan of the angular modillion in the laft plate, with 1. Bafio relievo, of the pilalter, ander the impoft of the

the {offit of the cormice. fide arch, at large. :
B. Middle archivolt, at large. ' I. Bafio relievo of the pilafter on the weft fide of thearch,
C. Its impoft. ; . whaole projeétion 1s marked K, in the plan ol plate
D. Side archivolt, at large. B 5.8 1
E. Itsimpoft. ~ K. Soffit of the middle arch.
F. This letter refers to the foregoing plate. L. Scroll and capital of the pilatter of which the baflo
G. Baffo relievo of the pilafter, under the impoft of the relievo is macked I, in this plate.

middle arch, at large. M. Profile of the fame.

N. B. aa, bb, cc. are meafured by the fmall fcale.

p I, AT E XXV,

Plan and Upright of the welt fide of the arch, in plate X XIL.

The three forecoimg plates explain this; The pilafter, with its ornaments,
marked I, L, M. inthe foregoing plate, 1s COV ered in this by the columns of the
portico, which terminates upon this fide of the arch. :

PLATE XXVL

View of the arch from the ealt. :
A. Creatarch in its pn:[l:nt {tate. - lowing letter arc a little mifplaced, by 2 miftake in
B. One fide of the long portico, which terminates upon finifhing the drawing.
the arch. D. Sepulchre. ®
o Gee nlate C. Part of the long portica, terminating upon the fepul- K. Temple marked M in plate L.
XXXVI chre. ® Both the part marked by this and the fol- F. Building marked 12z, in plate IL

p L. AT E XXVIL.

Plan of the {mall temple, marked M in plate L. with the plan and {eétions of an
aqueduct mentioned page 35

A. Plan of the aquedadt. D. A tranfverfe fection of it.
B, Plan of the openings, by means of which it waskept E. A longitudinal {ection of 1t.
in order. ¥, Its foffit, of ene ftone in hreadth.
C. Steps down to the watcr. G. Height of the earth over the aguedudt.

P L AT E XXVII

Upright of the front and flank of the temple of which the plan is 10 the fore-
going plate.

2. Suppofed pediment. : C. Suppofedroof. .
B Pedeltal for {tatues, projeciing from the fhaft of the D. Profile of the projecting pedeftals for flatoes.
columi.

P L A TRk XXEX

The bafe, capital, and entablature of the foregoing Temple:

See the foffit of this cornice, plate XX XII.
PLATE
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PL A T E XXX

The windows of the fame temple.

A, Window within the cell, B. The fame window without,

Pt S pe R BN

View of the fame temple.

A. Tts prefent remains. C. Sepulchres marked a, plate L

B. Part of the long portico.

Pl w7 b XXXk

Plan and Upright of the pedeftals marked O, m plate I.

D. Plan of the four eclumns, of their {fubaffement and
of the pedeltal in the middle.
E.. Soffitof the cornicgof plate XXIX, Toben
" by thedfcale in that plate,

A. Square entablatare, fupported by four columns.
B. Pedeital for a flatue.
C. Double plinth.

P L.A=T B S XXXITL
The bafe, capital and entablature belonging to the foregoing culumus,

P 1 A h EESUXNIV

47

9 Sce plate

A. Soffit of the foregoing cornice and architrave, D. Treeze of the fame, Its architrave is the fame with &+
- = " ! e a = i -Il-|-
B. Soffit fupported by the four columns, : that on the outfide. -4 ':E; ;1 plate
: v A Xl

C. Sedtion of the fame,
R B N XXY

View of thearch from the well.

E. The building marked I, in plate T.
7, Piece of a column put up here by the Turks, towhat
purpu{f: we could not learn. :

The temple of the fun.
The zreat column, marked G- in plate I,

The arch. :
One fide of the long portico.

b AT B XXXVI

gogE

Plan of the fepulchre, marked W in plate I.

A T{r:imf-.:m"lta for the dead, fronting the door. G J‘mgiﬂ?r !'f_'!j‘.nﬁti:nrlﬂs-
B. Repofitory feparate from the reft, with four broken D. Repofitories on cach fide.

columuns of a larger order than that of the fides. E. Portico.

B b PLATE
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EXPLICATION OF

A8
Upright of the fame with one of the foffits of the repofitories.
A, Pediment. B, Soffit of a repofitory, -of -one piece of marble.
Bafe, capital, and entablature of the foregoing fepulchre, without. See the
{offit of the cornice, plate XLI.
T
P A T B XXXIX
Seftion of the fame.
A, Se&ion of the wall above the doer. TF. Sofiit of one piece of marble, which forms the profile
B. Flank of the deor. of the cornice.
C. Space from the fide arder to the fofiit. £, Flank of the repofitories.
1. Repolitories, H. Fleor of the repofitorics.
E. Subafement. I Space in which there were fepulchral ucns
P 1. Ae T olus XL
Bafe, capital, and entablature of the order of the foregoing fepulchre, within.
¢ 5ee late A+ Soffit of the cornifh * without. C, . Two [offits of repofitories.
wxxVIL B. Soffit of the architrave without,
+ See Eiw:
p; LAY TEE: XL
Three foffits of repofitories.
A, and B, Belang to the foregoing {epulchre, C. Belongs to the ruined fepulchre marked T, in plate ¥
P 3. A T E XL
View of fome of the ruins defcribed.
A. Templeof the fan. E. The little temple, marked IV, in plate L
B. Column marked G, inplate L F. Great colamn ftanding fingle, from the {haft of which
«C, Thearch. we copied the third Greek infeription.
D. The leng portice. G. Building marked I, in plate I.
Plan of a building, upon an architrave of which we found the twenty feventlz
infcription.
A. Body of the building, C. Partico in front.
B. Veftibule, 1. Portico en each fide.
PLATE
UNIVERSITATS- L : 4
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THE PLATES 49
Upright of the fame building.
. Suppoled pediment. 1. Falle door.
;;L_ Diznlt‘l:-lr;] S E. Socle.
L. Niche. :
: : iz : T
P L A T E‘ XL‘EI I-n-
Bafe, capital and entablature of the foregoing plate.
See the foffit of the cornice, plate LV,
Ornaments of the infide of the portico, 1n front.
B, Great door. C. Niche, D. Falle door.
~ r
PL A T E XLVIIL
. ¥ Lee plate
Ornaments of the great door * at large. XLviL.
A. External profile of the Scroll, B. Baflo relicvo at larege, of the Cavetto marked B in the
: r ] plan.
Pl NSl Ba RLIEX.
The falfe door 7 at large. R
placc X LVII.
Bl aae b [
T . -
The Niche | at large. e
plateXEVIL
Beils AT B Ll S
J‘{F.,":'E!. :
A. Pilafter § of the portico in front. E. Settion qf the ijmﬂ:]un u”d.{r the niche. * Sce plate
B. E;:ﬂb 1'::1?::1;{_1 of tﬁc flank of the great deor, F. Bafio relievo of Irhn:l:u'c]u:d foffit of the niche, 1+ ]| ifre
C. Section of the niche. *% G. Soffit of the projettion under the niche. d:r-r{]é[x.]p:-rc
D. Seftion of the falfe door. 4 . 1} See etter
View of the building laft defcribed.
A C . hill. marked 7, in plate 1. feribed, which looks like the tribunal of a Bafilica,
i; ‘{E:;F[:d;f {11-111:1;;;;':;;& ?:?;;1;;15 of t]]E: building laft de- C. Door of a building quite deliroyed.
Plan and Upright of the fepulchre, marked y, n plate L.
A: Upright, C. Its plan,
B. Mouldings, which run round it,
Cc PLATE
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50 EXPLICATION, &c

P AT E LIV,

Bafe, capital, and entablature of the pilafter, of the foregoing fepulchre.

E. Mouldings at large, which are marked with the fame letter, in the laft plate.

P A I B LY,

A, Plan of one of the {fepulchres muarked a, in plate B. Soffit of the cornice in plate XLVI. To be mealured
I, with the foffit of the firft ftory. by the fcale of that plate,

P Bk F B IV

Upright of the fame.

A, Window, under which is a fizure in alto relievo, lying by a farcophagus, B. Door.

P 3= T e laVIE
Front and flank of the infide of the firft ftory of the fame fepulchre.

alto relievo, and under it two farcophag!, with heads

A. The flank.

B. Repofitories for bodies. on them in mezzo relievo.

aBilalter | 5 : F. Here are fome Palmyrene inferiptions, of which we
copied two. See Palmyrene infeription X1, and XII.

D). Seétion of the door.
E. Front oppofite to the door, where there is a figure in G, Repofitories for bodies.

S B et (BN

URERL o M e e M (G

In the fame page, note ¢, for Fabellathus, read Faballathys, Page 22.

Page ». 1. 28. for Herencanias, read Herenianus,
Page 43. inthe explication of

the laft note to be read ¢, not 4. Page 26, line 21. for ¢he reafon wby, read the reafoms wiy.
plate VII read cormice for corniff,  In the fame page, plate X, F, projeddion of its mouldings which are under; read for under, above

Fage 44, In the explication of plate XV, for their fupnlariiies, read the finzularitis,
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BESR-R R AT A,

AGE i, note [a] line 13, for recoivers, vead recontverfes.
P. 1x note [a] line 2, for ers read &wa, And L. 5, for Chap. xx,
read Chap. xxxvi,

P. x L. 4, for APIANA, read ASLANA.

Pack 2, line 21, for of read #o, and Note [a] line 28, dele meverthe-
lefs.  Alfo in note [£] for EAARQN, read EAAION.

P. 5, note [a] L. 5, for foutient, read fontiennent.

P, 6, L. 4, for Cymbia, read dpepbyre, Cimbia. 1bid. L a1, for Fil-
let. His, read Fillet, bis

P. 7, note [¢] L 12, for Enflachins, read Euflatbius,

P, EI note [{f] L 13, for 5{:'5'-?'-1*}'3‘5';'5'?; read xn'..-?‘,lﬂ.lufr'.'-:-::- without tilD COMITa
after it.  Ibid. 1 14, for uavaesssiosd, read warerustect,

P. 10, note [a] L. g, for en grand. Et, read en grand, ot

P. 16, note [¢] L.: 1, for zs, read ws:

P. 27, at the end of note (6] add, Demefth. contra Leptinem,

Ibid. naote [¢] 1, 5 dele the comma after Tleric-parav.

P. 28, note [a] 1. 12, for emadip b, read emsudie zal

Ibid 1. 13, for mor edmar, read moedzyy

P. 30, note [£] L. 2, for efix; read afie

P. 44, note [a] 1. 16, for dut wwere, read fuf where,
Ibid. 1. 19, for guelgues portail, read guelyue portail.
P. ¢c1, L. 29, for afferting, read advancing,

Fig. ¢. Plate VI Chap. IL the general height of the Volute is by
miftake marked '1. "g. 066, or 1 Foot, g Inches, &% inftead
of 't. "o. gh6. or 1 Foot, o Inches, 275,

Concerning the Meafures marked on the Architeétural Plates, it i necelfary to obferve,
that after the particulars of a fett of Mouldings had bren meafured, the general height of
the Stone on which they are cot was likewile taken, and is masked on the Plates 5 for
which reafon the Reader will fmn;p:cn:]_l,r find [ome fmall diference between the mensral
height, and the fumm of the particular heights of a fett of Mouldings.

Mote alfo, that the Iift of Subferibers names is probably incomplete; becaufe many
Feceipes, which cur Friends had taken to difpofe of, are not yet returncd to us.  Thels
will nuw be accounted for, and 5 corredt Nt will be printed and delivered to the purcha-
fers of this Volumes
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