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THE

TOPOGRAPHY AND ANTIQUITIES

OF

ROME.

DISSERTATION THE EIGHTH.

THE SIXTH AND SEVENTH REGIONS, CALLED ALTA SEMITA
AND VIA ‘LATA; ADDING THE FORUM OF TRAJAN, TAKEN
FROM THE EIGHTH REGION, AND THE GARDENS OF SAL-
LUST WITH THE MONTE PINCIO, AT THE NORTHERN
EXTREMITY OF THE TWO REGIONS.

¢ Intervalla vides humané commoda. Verum

Purz sunt platese, nihil ut meditantibus obstet.”
Hor. Er. lib. ii. ep. 2.

"TuERE were several streets in ancient Rome, which,
from their situation or importance, were denomi-
nated viz ; Panvinio enumerates seven such, in
the following order: —

VIA SACRA, VIA FORNICATA,
VIA NOVA, VIA RECTA,

VIA LATA, VIA ALTA QUZE ET ALTA
viA Nova [alia], SEMITA.

Of these, the Via Sacra and the two called Nova
have already come under consideration : the Via
VOL. II. B
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2 TOPOGRAPHY AND 'ANTIQUITIES. DISS. VIII.

Fornicata and the Via Recta were about the Cam-
pus Martius; and the latter has been thought to
coincide with the present Strada Julia, which runs
from the Ponte Xysto to the church of S. Giovanni
de’ Fiorentini, nearly parallel with the Tyber. The
two remaining ¢ viE” gave names to their re-
spective regions. ,

The most probable direction that can now be
assigned to the Alta Semita is along the summit
of the Quirinale hill, from the Monte Cavallo to the
Quattro Fontane : such a direction better accords
with what is simply conveyed in the two Latin
words than the descent which leads from the
‘Quattro Fontane to the Piazza Barberini, and
which would more properly be termed a ¢ Clivus.”

The position of the Via Lata is, in some-measure,
preserved in a faithful tradition; for near the
Piazza Sciarra is a church called S. Maria in Via
Lata. Anastasius, who makes frequent mention of
this street, says, the Basilica of the SS. Apostoli
stood in it as well-as the church just mentioned’;
from which description it appears, that the Via
Lata was not in the direction of the modern Corso,
but tended towards the Quirinale hill, finishing not
far from Trajan’s Forum, and perhaps beginning at
the temple of Antoninus.

.+ It has not been found easy to separate the sixth
and seventh regions by any certain boundaries ; we
shall, therefore, endeavour to draw a general outline

1 « Basilicee itaque Apostolorum in Via Lata porticus in
circuitu renovavit.” — Anastas. Bibliothee. in vit. Hadrian.
Pontif. p.254. edit. Rom. 1718.

« Et in Diaconia S. Dii Genetricis, que ponitur Via Lata,
fecit coronam,” &c. — Ibid. p..298.; conf. p. 289. 293. et alia.
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for the two together. Beginning near the Forum
of Nerva, this outline will pass under the Quirinale
hill, by the church of the Madonna de’ Monti, by
the Via de’ Serpenti, and the Quirinale valley,
through which we have already gone by the Via
Vitale.? Thus arriving at the Strada delle Quattro
Fontane, our boundary must be carried round the
baths of Dioclesian, and the substructions existing
in the Villa Barberini ; from this extreme point it
will return by the Piazza Barberini and the Col-
legio Nazareno to the Corso, where once stood the
arch of Marcus Aurelius, and which is registered
in the seventh region : a modern inscription nearly
opposite to the Palazzo Fiano preserves the memory
of the monument here alluded to. It only remains
to complete the circuit of the two regions, by con-
tinuing from the said Palazzo in the direction of the
Corso up to the Via Marforio; and as the column
of Antoninus warns us from encroaching upon the
ninth region, not improbably was the Via Flaminia
‘a common limit to the seventh and ninth regions, as
a part of the Corso now is to two of the modern
Rioni.? It may easily be imagined that, where
the modern city has left few or no traces of
ancient Rome, the difficulty of topography must
necessarily be increased ; but, in a closer survey of
,the district thus marked out, we shall continually
acquire some accessions of evidence so as to render
the whole more clear and satisfactory. The two
regions in question can only be separated from
each other by the outline of the Quirinale hill, as

2 See Dissertation V.

3 Consult Nolli's great plan of Rome; and see Bernardini
de' Rioni di Roma, p. 145. & 157.

B 2



4 TOPOGRAPHY AND ANTIQUITIES. DISS. VIHI.

it was traced from the tower of the Campidoglio.
Within the space we have now delineated, and
which cannot be much less than four miles in
circuit, there were, according to Rufus, fifty-two
streets, with the usual proportion of private baths,
fountains, and work-houses ; the number of plebeian
habitations, or insulee, was 6890, and of great houses
265. There were also seventeen temples, of which
four only were in the Via Lata*: but, whatever
idea we may conceive of the pristine magnificence
of the sixth and seventh regions, it is probably now
eclipsed by the splendour of the modern city. We
shall begin our circuit with the sepulchre of C. Pob-
licius Bibulus, situated at the north-east extremity
of the Capitoline hill, and at the bottom of the Via
Marforio.

This is one of the few remaining monuments of
the republic; and the only matter it has ever
afforded for discussion is, whether it was originally
within or without the walls of Rome. We have
already had occasion to observe, how difficult it
would be to adopt the former opinion®: for, if an
instance or two may be cited of persons buried
within the walls *, there is certainly not one on
record of a sepulchre being within them; nor was
Bibulus the only person who was buried at the foot
of the Capitoline hill. This simple inscription,
which records the virtue and public honour of a
Roman magistrate, informs us nothing as to the
period at which he lived, nor of the achievements
for which he gained the praise of the republic. In

4 Vide Onuphrio Panvinio, apud Gravium, tom. iii. p.291.;
and Pancilort, Descript. Urb. Rom. ibid. p. 347.

5 See Dissertation II.

* See Note A, at the end of the Volume.
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all probability he died in youth, having only passed -
through the first stage of civic honours. The office
of plebeian @&dile, which Bibulus held, was intro-
duced into the state in the year of the city 260°,
at the instance of the tribunes, who alleged that
the aid of subordinate officers had become necessary
for them. The duties of the office were confined
to the internal regulation of the city.” Not un-.
likely this Bibulus was descended from a pro-.
questor of the same name, who was also tribune
in the year of Rome 544:°: it is not, however, too
much to suppose that this monument has stood for
at least 2000 years.

The tomb partakes of the simplicity of the age
in which it was built ; it is of Travertine stone, and

6 See Ferguson’s Roman Republic, ch. 2., with reference to
Dionys. Halicarn. lib. vi. cap.90. p. 1249. tom.ii. edit. Reiske.
Lipsiee, 1774

7 « T am now chosen e&dile,” says Cicero; « and am sensible
of what is committed to me by the Roman people. I am to
exhibit with the greatest solemnity the most sacred sports to
Ceres, Liber, and Libera; am to appease and conciliate the
mother Flora to the people and city of Rome by the celebration
of the public games; am to furnish out those ancient shows,
the first which were called Roman, with all possible dignity and
religion, in honour of Jupiter, Juno, Minerva ; am to take care
also of all the sacred edifices, and, indeed, of the whole city.””
— In Verrem, v. 14. Vide Middleton’s Life of Cicero, vol.i.
p- 114. edit. London, 1823.

8 The cognomen of Bibulus was common both to the Pub-
lician and Calpurnian families; but the tribune’s name was C.
Publicius Bibulus, like the =dile’s (Pitiscus, Lexicon, p. 277.
in verb. Bibuli), who might possibly be his grandson. The
tribune accused the consul Marcellus, and all the order of the
nobility, with unbecoming violence. (See 7. Liv. lib. xxvii.
cap. 20. and 21.) One of his accusations was, that the consul
had indulged in the luxury of the warm bath at Sinuessa ] —
Plutarch. in Marcello, p. 314. edit. Lut. Par. (1624).

B 3



6 TOPOGRAPHY AND ANTIQUITIES. DISS. VIII.

of plain Doric architecture ; its basement measures
about twenty feet in front, and the four pilasters
which supported its elevation are partly remaining :
it has been observed of these pilasters, that they
diminish a little towards the capitals, and that the
bases are not made according to the rules of Vitru-
vius.® Vitruvius had not yet given his precepts;
and neither of these two things seem to be defects,
as far as can be judged from the one pilaster
remaining perfect. A small piece of the entablature
has also survived, on which is a specimen of the
ornament of the frieze; and upon the elevation
remains also some of the finishing of the blank
windows. In the middle is now a breach, which
has been thought to have admitted light into the
sepulchre ; but this was rather a niche, for it would
not be easy to find a window thus situated in a
monument of this nature. The following is the
inscription, written, with a few exceptions, in
legible characters : —
C. POBLICIO L. F. BIBVLO AED. PL. HONORIS
VIRTVTISQVE CAVSSA SENATVS
CONSVLTO POPVLIQVE IVSSV LOCVS
MONVMENTO QVO IPSE POSTERIQVE
EIVS INFERRENTVR PVBLICE DATVS EST.

A few paces below the tomb of Bibulus are the
remains of another sepulchral monument, embodied
_in a modern habitation : this, as well as the tomb

of the @dile, has been engraved by Piranesi ', and

9 Vide De Architectura, lib. iii. cap.2. cum notis Philandri,
p-99. edit. Lugduni, 1552 ; and consult Piranesi, Antichita, &c.
tom. ii. tav. 4. and 5.

W Antichitd, &c. tom. i. p. 34.; and nella Pianta Capitolina,
tom. i. No. 62. tav. 44.
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supposed by him to have been the sepulchre of the
Claudian family. Suetonius, indeed, says !, that, in
the sixth year after the kings were banished from
Rome, the Claudian family was incorporated into
the Patrician order; and they received for their
clients some territory beyond the Anio, and a place
of burial for themselves under the Capitol. The
ruin in question has evidently been a sepulchre, as
will be manifest to any one descending into the
subterraneous vaults : one of the rooms has been
hewn out of the natural rock, like the lower room
in the Mamertine prison. It could not happen to
many citizens, however distinguished, to have a
place for burial asmgned them under the Capitoline
hill; still there is no authority for confining that
honour to Bibulus and Atta Claudius, — which,
however, we must do to be fully persuaded that this
is the Claudian sepulchre : but even without a name
the ruin affords a topographical interest; it is an
additional proof that the walls of the ancient city
extended not beyond the declivity of the hill, and
that all sepulchres were without the Pomaerium.
An attentive observer will not fail to remark, that
between the two sepulchres there was just space
for the Via Flaminia ; and thus the triumphal gate
opened nearly upon them. The remains of the
brick material, mingled with the interior construc-
tion ¢ ad emplecton,” are very conspicuous above
the dusky shed of the ¢ Pizzicarolo.”

Between this point and the church of S. Maria
in Campo Carleo there intervenes the Forum of

1 In Vit. Tiberii, cap. 1.
B 4
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Trajan, which interrupts our general outline and
interferes with the sixth region : for this reason we
have taken it from the region of the Roman Forum,
to which it properly belongs, and shall give it a
place here in our present circuit.

When Trajan had finished his wars beyond the
Danube, and added the kingdom of Decebalus to
the Roman empire, he returned to Rome, and
commenced several great works for the use and
ornament of the city and of Italy. He made roads
and bridges over the Pontine marshes, and about
the same period conceived the idea of his magnifi-
cent Forum :.it was not, however, completed until
the 114th year of the Christian era, and when
the emperor was engaged in the distant wars of
Parthia and Armenia '®; the column was then dedi-
cated, as the inscription declares, to the honour of
Trajan by the Senate and the Roman people. The
celebrated Apollodorus of Damascus was the archi-
tect of this splendid work '; but, as in most of the
monuments of ancient Rome left for our con-

12 Trajan’s life and actions are in a great measure furnished
from medals and inscriptions. The following, relating to the
Dacian war, was found in the ruins of Warhel : —

VICTORIAE AVG. TVA IPSE QVOD IACES
NONNE. DIXI. TIBI MANV
DECEBALE SED TVA. VICVNQVE
FVNESTVM EST CAESAR VICIT
HERCVLEM TVLIT
LACESSERE T. SEMP. AVGVR
NON RECTE FECISTI AVGVSTALIS.

Compare Dion Cassius, lib. xviii. p. 1181—1138.
13 Compare the inscription with Dion Cassius as above.
14 Dion Cassius, lib. Ixix. in. Vit. Hadrian. p.1152.
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templation, there is little or nothing in the way
of description to be found of it in the ancient
writers. The column, indeed, describes itself, and,
preserved through seventeen centuries, remains to

tell in matchless eloquence the exploits of the war-
~ like emperor. The excavations made during the
present generation have also brought to light the
form and proportions of the Basilica; but much
still. remains in obscurity, or is to be gathered from
the partial aid of medals, uncertain fragments, and
hints from ancient authors. From Dion Cassius,
in agreement with the inscription on the basement
of the column, we learn that the Quirinal hill was
reduced from a height equal to the altitude of the
column itself *, to make, no doubt, a level site for
the buildings. It is further to be gathered, chiefly
from the writers of the Augustan history and from
medals, that there was a Basilica, called from one
of Trajan’s surnames ¢ Ulpia,”” and which con-
tained two large libraries.® The Forum, Area, or
Platea, was an open space before the Basilica ; and
in the middle of it, probably, stood the brazen horse
mentioned by Ammianus Marcellinus, as being
in ¢ medio Atrii.”'® We read also of a temple
attached to the whole, and which seems to have
been built by Hadrian in honour of his benefactor.”

* See Note B.

15 See the impression of the medal (No. 2.) in the annexed.
plan; and compare Vopiscus in Prob. Vit. cap.2.; Capitolinus
in M. Antonin. cap. 22.; Lampridius in Commod. cap. 2.;
Dion Cass. as above cited; and Sidonius Apollinaris, lib. ix.
epist. 16. v. 264.

16 See Note 21. in the following page.

17 Forum Trajani cum templo, et equo aneo, et columna
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TFo all these things is yet to be added a triumphal
arch, and which is generally supposed to have been
the one despoiled by Constantine.”® Pausanias
speaks of a Forum at Rome, by which he probably
means the Forum of Trajan, as being very magni-
ficent, and especially remarks it had a covering or
roof of bronze.” Aulus Gellius says, that on the
tops of the Forum were placed gilded figures of
horses and military ensigns made out of spoils ; in
which words he doubtless alludes to the ornaments
on the ¢ tympana” of the several elevations.?
When Constantius arrived at Rome, A.D. 856, the
Forum of Trajan was the principal object which
called forth his admiration and astonishment ; and
80 ¢ gigantic ” was the framing of this structure *,

cochlide, quee est alta pedes cxxviii, habetque intus gradus
clxxxv, fenestrellas xlv."— P. Victor de Region. Urb.

. % Quum opera ubique infinita fecisset, nunquam ipse, nisi in
TRAJANI PATRIS TEMPLO, nomen suum scripsit [ e. Hadri-
anus].” — Spartian. in Vit. Hadrian. cap. 19. Compare Aul.
Gell. lib. xi. c. 17.

18 But see Dissertation VI., on the Arch of Constantine.

19 ‘Pupalosg 3¢ %) dyoply meyéleg shexa nal naraonevic Tis EAA Jadua
oboa, mapéyeras Tov tpegoy xahwov. — Phocica, sive lib. x. c. 5.
p- 810. edit. Lipsiz, 1696. Confer et Eliac. Prior, sive lib.v.
cap. 12. p.406. ibid. where the words % ‘Pogaiwy dyops evidently
allude to the same forum.

20 « In fastigiis Fori Trajani simulachra sunt sita circum
‘undique inaurata equorum,” &c. — Lib. xiii. cap. 23.

21 « Hearebat [i. e. Constantius] attonitus per giganteos con-
textus circumferens mentem, nec relatu effabiles, nec rursus
mortalibus appetendos. . . . . Trajani equum solum locatum in
Atrii medio *, qui ipsum principem vehit imitari se velle dice-
bat,” &c. — Amm. Marcellin. lib. xvi. cap. 17.

* This should be read, or at least understood, as ¢ in Aree medio.” —
$ee Explanations of the Plan,
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that the sole master of the Roman empire acknow-
ledged the impossibility of then making any thing
like it. The equestrian statue, however, he pro-
posed to imitate, and felt an assurance of success
in that single object : ¢ First command such a stable
to be built for its reception,” says the Persian
Hormisda, ¢ and the horse you intend to make
may rival the one you imitate.” Several distin-
guished individuals had honorary statues placed in
this Forum #Z: we have notice of Victorinus, a
rhetorician ®, who gained that honour ; also the poet
Claudian, at a still later period * ; and finally Flavius
Merobaudis, who lived in the fifth century.® The
various fragments and ruins which remain will
sufficiently attest the splendour and perfection of
art which originally shone forth in this work of the
empire. From these remains, and the written ac-
counts here collected, we shall now endeavour to
furnish some description of the whole.

2 Julius Capitolin. in M. Antonin. vit. cap.22.; and Lampri.
dius in Alexand. Sever. cap. 26.

2 « Victorinus rhetor et Donatus grammaticus meus Roma
insignes habentur : e quibus Victorinus etiam statuam in Foro
Trajani meruit, in Anno Domini 355 vel 8.” — Eusebit Chro-
nicon. lib. post. p. 184.; Thesaurus Temporum, &c. cum Ani-
madvers. Scaliger, edit. Amst. 1558.

This Victorinus was an African. — See Hieronym. Chronicon,
p. 189. ; Chronica Trium Hlustrium Auctor. &c. edit. Burdigale,
1604 A
24 The pedestal on which this poet’s statue stood was found
in 1494. The inscription was preserved by Marliano, and is
re-produced by Nardini, tom.ii. p.247.

25 The pedestal of this statue was discovered in 1813. It
appears from the inscription to have been set up by Theodosius
and Valentinian, A.D.435; a proof that the Forum of Trajan
was at that period in a flourishing state.
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The historical pillar, which claims our first
attention, is placed in the middle of a square area,
two sides of which were enclosed by the vestibules
of the Basilica, being formed by a double row
of four columns and two pilasters each: a third
side of the said area (which some also call a
cavaedium)?® was enclosed by a part of the wall
of the Basilica; the fourth, perhaps, by a balustrade.
Upon the pedestal of the column are sculptured
shields, belmets, cuirasses, and instruments of war;
and the inscription is supported by two winged
figures. The bas-reliefs begin by representing the
passage of the Danube® by means of a bridge of
boats, over which the horse of Trajan is lead
richly caparisoned, and the emperor is attended
by his generals: he appears (after having passed.
the river) on a ¢ suggestum,” sitting on the ¢ sella
castrensis,” and near him is placed the prefect.
Next succeeds a sacrifice before the camp, where
may be observed the officiating priest and other
attendants, with the standard of the legions and
« manipuli.” Trajan then addresses the soldiers,
the prefects, and tribunes. Next follows the
building of a fortress or encampments, where the
soldiers are seen labouring. Trajan sends out his
spies to reconnoitre the enemy’s country; he makes
the circuit of the fortifications ; and in the midst of
the work the spies return, bringing with them into
the Emperor’s presence two Dacian prisoners. The
works are continued, and the soldiers prepare for

26 Consult Vitruvius Architectura, lib.vi. cap. 4. p. 228, edit.
citat.
27 Compare Dion Cassius, lib. xviii. p.1129. et seq.
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"war, some on horses, others having put on helmets
and armed themselves with shields: the battle
‘ensues, and two heads of the slaughtered Dacians
-are exhibited to Trajan. In the midst of the
carnage Jupiter appears in aid of the Romans;
and a young Dacian is carried out dead by his
friends. By the order of Trajan, the Romans set
fire to the fortress and encampments of the enemy.
He then receives the ambassadors suing for peace :
‘that not being obtained or adjusted, the battle is
‘renewed, but the children are rescued from the
flames by the command of Trajan; the women
also are suffered to depart, but the Dacians flee
‘before the conqueror. With a reinforcement of
the Sarmatians, who are seen on horses covered
with coats of mail, they make another furious
‘attack upon the citadel of the Romans; the
‘battering-ram is also seen in action. The besieged
are relieved by the succours afforded them from
-their companions: Trajan approaches, conducts
his men round the city, and surprises the Dacians.
He then proceeds, followed by some of the
auxiliary Germans, and meets the spies, who relate
to him their discoveries: the fierce Sarmatians
appear again in battle; the scene of slaughter
ensues ; the children and old men escape; and
Trajan again receives the Dacians into his pre-
sence. A history very similar may be traced
through the succeeding representations; the sub-
jects of attacking fortresses, making slaughter of
the enemy, and the emperor addressing his soldiers,
are renewed : the first war is ended by Victory
recording the exploits on a shield surrounded by
- trophies. The second war commences with much
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preparation for building, and offering up sacrifices
for a successful issue. After a continuation of
several subjects, such as have been related, the
head of King Decebalus is shown from the en-
campment of the Romans in triumph. The Dacians
who had fled to the mountains are taken prisoners ;
another fortress is taken, which seems to have
held out after the death of the king, to which the
Romans set fire; a mixed multitude of women
and children, with their cattle, seem to be going
away, and leaving all behind them in despair:
these and many more such things are sculptured
on Trajan’s column. There are in all 2500 figures,
independently of horses, armour, &c.? The column,
according to P. Victor, measured 128 feet in
height, without the bronze colossal statue of Tra-
Jjan, which Pope Sixtus V. replaced by that of the
¢ prince of the Apostles.”® In ascending to the
top, we may count 42 small windows or loop-holes,

28 See the work entitled, Colonna Trajana, &c. disegnata et
intagliata da Pietro Santi Bartoli col’ esposizione Latina de Ci-
accone, compendiata, &c. da Pietro Bellori. Edit. da Giacomo de’
Rossi. This laborious work is comprised in 119 folio sheet
engravings, independently of the architectural illustrations and
those of the pedestal. Fabretti has also written a folio volume,
De Columna Trajani Syntagma. Edit. Rom. 1783.

29 The dimensions of the pillar are thus stated in the work
above cited, in ancient feet: — The 'pedestal, including plinth
and upper torus, 23 feet 10; inches; the shaft, 90% feet; the
capital, 4 feet; the upper pedestal, 8% feet; the base of the
statue, 8 feet; and the statue of S. Peter, 13 feet. Piranesi
computes Trajan’s statue at 28 feet. See a medal in Nardini,
tom. ii. No.34. The head of the colossal statue of the em-
peror was supposed to exist in the sixteenth century. See
Ciaccone in the work above cited, p.4.; and consult Winkel-
mann de U Art, &e. liv. vi. cap.7. p.449.
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and 184 steps: it is composed of but 34 pieces of
‘marble, of which the whole basement contains 9,
the torus 1, the shaft of the column 23, and the
capital 1. The ashes of Trajan were placed in an
urn of gold within or upon the column, the
received opinion is, that they were contained in a
gilded globe held in the hand of the colossal
statue. The honour of being interred within the
city was, says Eutropius, the peculiar privilege of
Trajan.® It has already been observed, there was
a temple attached to the Forum, but, as no vestiges
of it have been discovered, the site can only be
guessed at: it stood most probably between the
pillar and the Piazza dei SS. Apostoli; because
there was no space for it at either end of the
Basilica, as appears from the contiguity of the
two hills, and on the other side of the Basilica
was the area and the triumphal arch. From the
medal® which represents this temple, we find that
there were eight columns in front ; the tympanum
was filled with sculpture, and crowned by statues;
the large fragment of granite now lying near the
pillar, if (as is most likely) it belonged to the
temple, further enables us to state that the columns
were about 55 feet high.”

30 « Solus omnium imperatorum intra urbem sepultus est.
Ossa ejus collocata in urna aurea in Foro quod sdificavit sibi,
columna ibi posita est, cujus altitudo cxl pedes habet.” —
Eutrop. Rerum Romanar. lib.viii.; De Ulpio Trajan.; and
compare Dion Cassius as cited in Note B. at the end of the Vol,,
and Euseb. Chronicon, edit. citat, p. 166. A. p. 117.

31 See impression (No. 1.) in the annexed plan of Forum, &c.

32 In the year 1765, in laying the foundations of a causeway
leading to the ¢ Palazzo Imperiale,” which stands at the end of
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The width and design of the Basilica are rescued
from oblivion ; the columns, of Egyptian granite,
and of elegant proportion, are to a great extent
-restored to their original positions. Attempts have
also been made to ascertain the length of the
building : an excavation made by some members
of the French academy, in 1824, seemed to de-
termine the angle towards the Via Magnanapoli,
from which it appeared that to each end of the
‘section now visible there should be added a space
-equal to five intercolumniations ; so that the whole
number of columns belonging to the Basilica
might thus amount to ninety-six. By a reference
to the annexed plan® it will be further observed,

the Piazza dei Apostoli, the workmen came upon five other co-
lumns of the same magnitude and material as the one now lying
near the pillar. Winkelmann estimates the diameters at 8%
Roman palms (about six feet). At the same time was discovered
a piece of cornice of corresponding proportions, which is now
preserved in the Villa Albani. (See Winkelmann de I Art sous
les Empereurs, liv. vi. ch. 7. tom.ii. p.449. edit. Paris, 1802.)
These things sufficiently indicate the position of the temple. —
See also Appendice alla viii. Reg. in Nardini, tom. ii. p. 351.

83 In this plan, the white ground shows the extent of the ex-
cavations made by the French, and adopted by Pius VIL (see
Note 35. in page following) ; the whole is enclosed by a wall.
The ground plan of the Basilica is completed for the sake of
clearness; and the following explanations will enable the spec-
tator to comprehend the design of the whole: —

(a) The atrium, or cavedium, in the middle of which the
historical pillar stands.

(b) Vestibules leading to the two libraries which lay parallel
to the Basilica.

(c) The supposed site of the temple on which Hadrian
affixed his inscription; the elevation represented in
the impression of the medal (No. 1.)

(d) The main nef, or interior of the Basilica, floored with
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that the building was divided into five naves; the
pavement as there delineated (and partly remains
to be seen on the spot) was of the finest
marbles,

Adjoining the Basilica was the Forum, with
which it communicated by a few steps still to be
traced : the main entrance is found to be in a
direct line with the pillar ; and some slight vestiges
of the wall of the Basilica on this side also are
visible. The Forum extended far beyond the wall
of Pius VIL.; for Flaminius Vacca discovered the
vestiges of a triumphal arch near the church of
S. Maria in Campo Carleo, through which, in all
probability, was the entrance into the Forum.
Amongst the bas-reliefs found on that occasion .
was one representing Trajan effecting the passage
of a river. Mention is also made of some statues
which resembled the Dacian captives® now to be

slabs of precious marble. The roof was probably the
one of bronze alluded to by Pausanias, and the « gi-
ganteus contextus” of Ammianus Marcellinus.

(e) Double portico, or aisles surrounding the same.

(f) Excavation made in 1824, to ascertain the angle of the
Basilica.

(g) The principal entrance, whose elevation is, perhaps, re-
presented in the impression of the medal (No. 2.).

(h) The Forum Trajani, or open area, in the middle of which
probably stood the equestrian statue of the emperor;
otherwise it must have stood between the pillar and the
temple. It is not known how far the Forum extended ;
but compare the discoveries enumerated in the suc-
ceeding notes. The vestiges visibly remaining are
delineated as usual in dark tints.

34 Memorie di Flaminio Vacca, No. 9. At the monastery of

the Spirito Santo, pieces of columns, seven palms in diameter, of
VOL. II. C
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seen on the arch of Constantine. It is supposed
by some the Forum was surrounded by columns,
and there was a triumphal arch at each angle : such
a conjecture, the latter part of which is founded
upon the vague account of Flaminius Vacca, might
serve to increase our ideas of the magnificence of
Trajan’s reign, if they were not already too en-
larged ; and, perhaps, it may be more satisfactory
to the spectator to confirm the idea he must have
already acquired, by examining the stupendous
fragments, and the exquisite specimens of sculpture
remaining within this enclosure.*

white granite, were found in the year 1700; and in the time of
Pope Alexander VII. similar fragments were discovered about
the same place. In the walls of the nunnery of S. Eufemia are
inserted various pieces of marble columns and cornices. See
Venuti, Antichita, &c. tom. i. p. 145—481. In 1829 a fine fluted
column was found in' the little street near the church of
S. Maria, in Campo Carleo. These may serve as indications of
the extent of the Forum; but it would be tedious to enumerate
all the discoveries made about this mine of antiquity.

85 Many of the remains here alluded to are inserted in the
modern wall; and at the square end are placed upon pedestals
several portions of the colossal statues of Dacian captives: dedi-
catory inscriptions, still legible on the basements of honorary
statues, are disposed around the whole. Pius VII. has seized
the honour of this Gallic deed by setting up an inscription : —
« Anno Pontificatus sui xv.” &c.

From a rescript given in favour of the monastery of S. Cyriac,
existing near the column of Trajan, bearing date 1162, it appears _
this splendid monument of art had secured the respect of that
rude age: it was forbid to injure it on pain of bodily punishment
and confiscation of property. See the authority produced by
Professor Nibby, in note 2. to p.242. tom.ii. of Nardini, in
which the learned antiquary adds, — ¢ Paul III. disinterred the -
pedestal of the pillar, and Sixtus V. cleared away some build-
ings beside it, and built a wall round the pedestal; which
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Adjoining the Forum of Trajan is a semicir-
cular building placed against the Quirinal hill,
and commonly called the Baths of Paulus Emilius.
The main portion of this fabric is to be seen in the
garden of the Widows’ Hospital ; but the part of it
which has been cleared away, and affords the best
specimen of the whole, is accessible by the Vicolo
della Salita del Grillo, passing- the church of
S. Maria in Campo Carleo. This large Hemycy-
clium exhibits two stories of brick arches, and it
seems to have been carried still higher. Its con-
struction, as well as its ornaments of mere stucco
and travertine stone, are of an inferior order; and,
except some tesselated flooring which will be
observed in the recesses, we shall find no traces of
" that splendour which characterised the buildings
of imperial Rome. The pavement now visible was
discovered in February 18206, and is found to be
on a level with Trajan’s Forum: this circum-
stance, joined to the symmetrical direction of the
building, will add weight to the opinion, that it
formed the defence of the Forum against the
Quirinal hill; which was cut away, as has been
observed, to make a level site for the works of
Trajan. When, however, we consider how much
more labour has been here bestowed than was
necessary for a mere supporting fabric, and ex-
amine the vaulted apartments, the passages of com-
munication, the staircases by which to ascend to
the top, we cannot suppose this edifice to have
been made with no other view than merely for

improvements, together with the apostle’s statue, cost 14,528
scudi.
c 2
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supporting the hill. Now, as in the eighth region,
we find the ¢ Cohortes sex Vigilum,” registered
by Victor immediately after the Forum and the
Basilica; also, in the sixth and seventh regions,
which, in this very place, come in contaet with
the eighth, we find ¢ Cohortes tres Vigilum,”> and
¢ septem Vigilum; ** and asthis building, so situated,
was very well adapted for the night guards, of
which there were in all thirty-one cohorts through-
out the city ; we apprehend these substructions of
the Quirinal hill were just turned to that account;
and so the building was made very commodious.*
The Torre delle Milizie is supposed to have re-
ceived its name from the circumstance of Trajan’s
soldiers having been stationed on the spot now
occupied by it ; and a tradition of that nature may
be traced up to an early period. The foundations
of that tower come nearly in contact with the upper
outworks connected with these arches, as appears
from a plan taken from a MS. in the Barberini
library, and now republished in Venuti.” It may,

36 See our Plan of Ancient Rome, in which the ichnography
of this edifice is traced, marked A. But consult Piranesi,
tom. i. tav. 29. & 43., No. 188—210. He supposes a similar
Hemycyclium on the corresponding side of the Forum; but this
is mere conjecture. The late excavations have annihilated the
ideas of Milizia (Roma, &e. p. 36.), and Desgodetz (cap. 25.
p- 318.), who supposed it belonged to a theatre, and that the
seats were buried. A good architectural drawing and ground-
plan of this incongruous edifice is still a desideratum: in the
mean time, see Uggeri Journées pittoresques, tom. i. p. 26. and
the Memorie per le Belle Arti, tom ii. p. 167. anno 1786.

37 Antichité di Roma, tom. i. p. 141. The architect, San
Gallo, was the author of this ground-plan; and he entitled it
thus, — « Edifizio pubblico, dove i Romani tenevano le arma-
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indeed, be objected, that the construction of this
fabric is unworthy the age of Trajan; for although
some of the brick-work may compare with any of
that period, yet in other places it is very inferior.
Incongruities of this kind will be easily observed
towards the Salita del Grillo, and also beneath the
Palazzo Ceva: but this may be accounted for by
supposing the work to have been done in a hasty
manner, or that great regularity was neither re-
quired nor observed in a building devoid of marble
ornament, and designed for the use of common
soldiers. * It will now not be difficult to dispose
of the name which opposes us in calling this edifice
¢ the barracks or head-quarters of the sentinels
belonging to the sixth and eighth regions;”’ and
perhaps also the fifth and seventh, ¢ the Baths of

dure loro, appresso alla Torre delle milizie,” which approaches
fast to our opinion. The tradition we have here recourse to is
repeated by Andreas Fulvio (Delle Antichita, &e. carta 77.), who
"also informs us, that in one of the wings existed the « deep and
ancient church” of S. Albyciro or Albino ; by Marliano (apud
Grevium, tom. iii. p. 160.), who mentions a colossal head of
Trajan, and several round blocks of marble, being found about
the Hemycyclium, one fragment bearing this. inscription, —
« The mightiest quality in a prince [is] liberality and cle-
mency ”); by Biondo (see Note 38.); and by Camucci, who
delivers the account thus, — ¢« Torre . .. . laquale fu in quel
luogo da Bonifacio VII. edificata, et da lui fu detta delle milizie,
per haver gettato i suoi fondamenti sopra le rovine che v’ erano
degli alloggiamenti de’ soldati di Trajano, fatti da quello Ottimo
Imperatore, accioche i soldati, che si ritrovavano alla guardia
della persona sua, si potessero riparare in quel luogo. . Et perche
i dettisoldati de Latini erano chiamati ¢ milites,” percié vogliono
che da questo nome la sopradetta Torre sortisse il nome delle
milizie.” — Dell’ Antichita, lib. iii. p. 126., which traces the tra-
dition to the middle ages.
* See Note C.
c3
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Paulus Emilius!” The street leading up from the
Forum of Trajan to S. Catherina di Sienna is called
the Via Magnanapoli, and formerly Bagnanapoli,
and even in Latin documents Balla Neapolis. In
this corruption of some word antiquaries have
thought to recognise the original words, ¢ Balnea
Pauli ;” which bath or baths are found in the sixth
region! This edifice is too large for a Balineum,
nor has it any appearance of having been used for
such a purpose; and if there really were any thing
in the sound of ¢ Bagna Paoli,” it does not point.
to this edifice as the object.

The Torre delle Milizie, which has just been
alluded to, and which has often served us as a
conspicuous land-mark, stands at the top of the
Via Magnanapoli, within the precincts of the
convent belonging to the church of S. Cathe-
rina di Sienna. This tower and the Torre del
Grillo, and a third situated near the Colonna
palace, are all of an age which in Rome makes
them scarcely antiquities : but Biondo attributes
all the three to the time of Boniface VIII., who
died in 1303, i.e. a century and a half before
Biondo wrote. That antiquary further says, the
Torre delle Milizie ® -was so called because it was
built upon the ¢ celle” in which Trajan’s soldiers
were lodged; a shade of evidence in tradition
which has been applied to the ruins standing below
it. The Torre de’ Conti was built by Innocent III.
in 1216.% The Danube and the Euphrates, with

38 Roma ristaurata, lib. iii. sect. 52.; and compare Andreas
Fulvio, Antichita, &c. carta 77.
39 See note A in Venuti, tom. i. p. 149.
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the legions on the frontiers, were once considered
as the walls of Rome ; and Aurelian was thought
to have betrayed its decline when he drew his
fortifications round the city: but the calamitous
period at length arrived when Boniface VIII.
built these towers to defend Rome against itself,
and for his successors to leave it intrenched within
its own poverty and wretchedness.

The passage from the Colonna palace to the
gardens is by arches thrown across the Via della
Pilotta ; which street, according to tradition, coin-
cides with the ancient Vicus Cornelii: but this
tradition depends upon another, which fixes the
house of the Cornelian family near the Colonna
palace. Biondo speaks of this as a fact of which,
in his time, no one doubted; and he intimates
that the ruins which had that name were of con-
siderable extent.#* The more we pursue the study
of antiquities, the more do we feel inclined to seize
upon tradition #: still, without some collateral
evidence, as in the present instance, the conclusion
drawn merely from such tradition must ever be
unsatisfactory.

In that part of the Colonna gardens which over-

4 See Gibbon's History of the Decline und Fall, &c. chap.
69 and 70.

41 Roma ristaurata, lLib. i. sect. 97.; see aleo Marlano,
Urbis Rom. Topograph. cap. 22. apud Gravium, tom. iii. p. 160.
There was also a church or chapel, San Salvatore de’ Cornelii ;
vide Lucio Mauro, Antichita, &c. p. 80.

42 We mean such tradition as can be traced back to a period
before the revival of letters, as in the case of the ¢« Turris
Militiarum,” and quite independent of antiquarian wrangling.
It must also be as free as possible from the « Veneration of the
Faithful ” to place it above suspicion.

c 4



24 TOPOGRAPHY AND ANTIQUITIES. DISS. VIII.

looks the Piazza Pilotta are some extensive remains
of the baths of Constantine: they now serve for
granaries and hay-lofts, and are so ruined, cut, and
divided as to leave few traces of uniformity. Four
regular divisions, however, may be observed from
the steps by which we ascend to the upper terrace
of the garden. That flight of steps is modern-
ised for present convenience ; but it preserves the
direction of an ancient staircase, which led from
the region of the Via Lata to the Quirinal Hill.
It has not escaped the notice of Piranese®, who
supposes that by thence was the ascent to a mag-
nificent fabric of Heliogabalus, to which the two
immense marble fragments now lying in the gar-
dens belonged. Its position, however, more clearly
indicates that it was made for the convenience of
the adjoining ruins, which were a part of the baths
of Constantine. These baths are registered in the
sixth region, and are mentioned by Sextus Aure-
lius as being of great extent*; indeed, they
seem not to have yielded in quantity of ornament
to those of Caracalla or Diocletian. The two

43 Ichnograph. No. 106. p. 14. An antiquary of the sixteenth
century thus describes the ruins and staircase: — « Earum
[ Thermarum] magné ruinee; adificiaquedam quadrata, queedam
rotunda, altissimis fornicibus extant, quorum unum per centum
fere gradus ascendimus.” — Georg. Fabricii Descrip. Urb. Ro-
me, cap. 19.

44 « A quo [i. e. Maxentio] etiam post Circus Maximus ex-
cultus mirifice, atque ad lavandum institutum opus ceteris haud
multo dispar.” — Sextus Aurelius de Cesaribus, p. 176. edit.
Paris, 1681.

¢« Constantinianum lavacrum,” is also barely mentioned by
Amm. Marcellinus, in lib. xxvii. cap. 5.; and this is all there is
left on record of ¢« Therma Constantiniane ” of P. Victor.
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colossal equestrian statues commonly called the
works of Phidias and Praxiteles, were found near
these ruins ®, as well as the three statues of Con-
stantine and his sons.* In laying the foundations
of the Palazzo Ruspigliosi, several bas-reliefs,
busts, and statues were discovered ¥, some of which
are to be seen in the gardens belonging to that
palace. Besides these works of ornament, there
were also found several compartments in the form
of porticos, which were painted in fresco. These
paintings* are strictly preserved in the same palace :
but the most important of all other discoveries was
that of the inscription®, which proves the iden-

45 Memorie di Vacca, No. 10. Onuphrio Panvinio Descrip.
Urb. Rom. apud Graevium, tom. iii. p. 274. ¢ Ma il Donati,”
says Nardini, (tom. ii. p. 82.) ¢ dimostrativamente provando
Fidia e Prassitele essere stati prima di Alessandro, disinganna
il mondo d’una si invecchiata credenza;” and it is worth while
to read Donatus’s argument, apud Graevium, tom. iii. p. 737.

46 Two of those statues are now on the balustrade of the
Campidoglio, and the third under the portico of S. Giovanni in
Laterano.

47 See Venuti, tom. i. p.153. and tom. ii. p. 86. Memorie
di Vacca, Nos. 40, 41. 49. 112. Almost all those busts and
other objects of art shown in the summer house, where the
famous Fresco paintings are, came from the ruins of the Baths.
It must be understood that the Thermz in question extended
over the site of the Ruspigliosi palace.

48 Ficoroni Vestigie di Roma Antica, cap. 19. p. 128. Ca-
meron, in his ¢ Description des Bains des Romains,” produces
fourteen designs. See also the collection of ancient pictures,
entitled Pict. Crypt. Roman. App. Tab. x—xviii.

49 The inscription, too long to insert, (but see Nardini,
tom. ii. p. 81.) states that a Prefect of the city, Petronius
Perpenna Magnus Quadratianus, restored the Baths to their
pristine splendour after they had lain for a long time in
neglect; and it is supposed the Prafect belongs to the year
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tity of the edifice. In comparing the construction
of these ruins as brickwork, with the two stupen-
dous fragments already alluded to as sculpture, it
is impossible to conceive that the same age could
produce them both; and therefore it is universally
agreed that they never belonged to the baths of
Constantine. Serlio and Palladio® have amused
themselves by framing from these two pieces of a
cornice the plan of an immense temple; but it
may even be doubted whether, after having been
brought here for some purpose, the original design
was ever put into execution. We may lament our
ignorance of the mechanical means employed by
the ancients in conveying, much less raising, such
masses of marble; but being thus ignorant, we
can hardly believe that these were ever employed.
If, however, the obscurity which hangs over these
two fragments should still excite an enquiry as to
what edifice they belonged, the answer must un-
equivocally be— it is not known. The most popu-
lar opinion has been, that they were part of the
Temple of the Sun, built by Aurelian® : but, inde-
pendent of the work being too excellent for so late
an age ®, the Temple of the Sun was in the seventh

443. For a plan of those Therme, see Palladio, Terme, tav.
xiv. and xv. which is the best.

50 Serlio Architett. lib. iii. p. 80. Palladio. lib. iv. cap. xii.
p- 41.

51 Flav. Vopisc. in Aurelian, cap. i. and v.

52 Winkelmann, however, thinks they may have belonged to
the said temple as far as the execution of the work is concerned ;
for Architecture, he observes, being determined by given pro-
portions and invariable precepts, is less liable to fall into decay
than the fine arts. (See liv. vi. ch. viii. tom. ii. p. 498.) How
many things militate against this observation !
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region, and, consequently, not upon the Quirinal
hill at all. Others have supposed them to be the
remains of a senaculum which Heliogabalus erected
on the Quirinal hill for his senate of women; but
his biographer declares that, with the exception of
a temple which he dedicated to himself on the
Palatine hill, and some restorations of other fabrics,
whose positions are known, he left no public work
to posterity.® Nardini pleads for the temple of
Health, but he confuses himself in placing it so
far from the temple of Quirinus. * In this manner
conjecture has been exhausted, and antiquarians
have called in question each other’s judgment;
but most of them are willing to allow that such a
specimen of sculpture could scarcely be produced
in Rome later than the age of the Antonines. ®

In the region of the Via Lata there were two
Forums, the one called ¢ Suarium” or the pig-
market, the other the ¢ Forum Archemorium >’ or
market-place of the Greeks: the situations of both
are vaguely pointed out by two traditional names,
the one however more satisfactorily than the other.
The church of S. Buonaventura dei Lucchesi at a
little distance from the Piazza della Pilotta, and in
the street of that name, was called in former times
S. Niccolo in Porcilibus et in Porcis.®® At the

58 Zlii Lampridii Anton. Heliogab. cap.iv. and conf. cap.xvii.
in verb. « Opera publica ejus.”

54 Roma Antica, tom. ii. p.'79.

5 The vignette at the end of this Dissertation will enable any
one, in viewing those fragments, to form an idea of the magnitude
of the whole. See Note D.

& Panvinio has an inscription, for which see Nardini, tom. ii.
p. 116., containing the words ¢ Forum Syarium” (y for v no
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lower end of the Via Rasella, there is a church
now called S. Niccolo in Arcione, which is found
in ecclesiastical records to have the name of S. Nic-
colo de Archemoniis, so that although we may
reject the former tradition, we can hardly do so
with the latter. Underneath the high walls of the
Papal gardens were discovered some corridors,
adorned with stucco and marble ; and nearer to
the church last mentioned, some small habitations
having the appearance of shops adapted for a
forum.” There are no longer any traces of these
things to arrest our attention ; but such topographi-
cal notices, however slight, give an interest to the
modern city, whilst amidst more authenticated
ruins, and on other ground, they would scarcely
deserve a place.

In continuing our circuit from the Piazza della
Pilotta, we shall pass over the supposed site of the
¢ Forum Suarium,” and leave that of the Forum
Archemorium on the right of the fountain of Trevi :
it will now be convenient to speak of the aqueduct
which conveys the water to the said fountain. The
¢ Aqua Virginis,” according to Frontinus, was
conveyed for the most part by a subterraneous
passage for near thirteen miles before it reached
the city; it was then continued over arches, com-
mencing under the gardens of Lucilius or Lucullus,
and ended in the Campus Martius in front of a
public building called the ¢ Septa,” and from

doubt). A certain Ursacius calls himself the Tribune of the
City Cohorts and the Forum Suarium. Compare Note at the
end of the Volume.

57 Memorie di Bartoli, No. 36. See also Venuti, tom. ii.
p- 87.
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thence supplied the baths of Agrippa.*® This water,
in its subterraneous passage, runms through the
garden belonging to the church of S. Trinita de’
Monti at an immense depth®, and with consider-
able difficulty might be descended to; the arches
described by Frontinus began therefore where the
water issued from the Monte Pincio, and they may
be partially traced from thence to the fountain of
Trevi. In continuing along the Via della Stam-
peria, vestiges of the original acqueduct may be
traced behind the houses on the left-hand side of
the street ; but our attention will chiefly be directed
to a portion of those arches mentioned by Fron-
tinus, which remain unimpaired since his time. In
the Via del Nazareno one side of the arches may
be seen by descending into a washing-house; but
the other side remains still more perfect in the
court-yard of the Palazzo del Bufalo, which is
situated nearly opposite the entrance into the Col-
legio del Nazareno. The large and legible inscrip-

58 The “ Aqua Virgo,” which now supplies the Piazza di
Spagna and the fountain of Trevi, has its source near the river
Anio, about eight miles from Rome, on the left hand of the
ancient Via Collatina. The water is said to have received its
name (Virgo) from the circumstance of a lttle girl having
pointed out the source to some of Agrippa’s soldiers; and the
transaction was painted in an ZEdicula which stood by the
spring. Frontinus de Aqueduct. Urb. Rom, art. 22. p.'76. Com-
ment. cum notis Poleni, edit. Patav. 1722. Art. 10. No. 8.
p- 46. The passage we especially want at present is the follow-
ing: — ¢ Arcus Virginis initium habent sub hortis Lucullianis,
finiuntur in Campo Martio, secundum frontem Septorum.”
Frontin. ib. ; and consult Piranesi Tav. degli Aquedott. Nos. 9,
10. 72. and 73.

%9 Vide Fabretti de Aquis et Aqueduct. dissertation ii. p. 113,
tab. xvii.
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tion, which is written on travertine stone, leaves
no doubt of the antiquity and identity of this
aqueduct, and it is as follows : —
TI.CLAVDIVS.DRVSI.F.CAESAR. A_YGVSTVS . GERMANIC_VS
PONTIFEX.MAXIM.TRIB.POT.V.IMP.XI.P.P . COS.DESIG.IIII.
ARCVS.DVCTVS . AQVAE . VIRGINIS . DISTVRBATOS.PER.C.CAES.
A .FVNDAMENTIS . NOVOS . FECIT . AC . RESTITVIT.

From this inscription being placed here, and
from the mouldings of the arches, we should sup-
pose that the water in this place contributed in
its course to form one of those fountains or
¢ Salientes ® *’ of which Agrippa made so many in
the city. As this work was begun only twenty
years after the death of Cicero, it may almost be
classed among the monuments of the republic ; but
independent of its interest in this particular, it
becomes a most important guide in our topogra-
phical enquiries. Since the arches of the aqueduct
began under the gardens of Lucullus, and those
arches can be followed to the roots of the ¢ Collis
Hortulorum,”” we are enabled to fix the site of
those gardens about the Via Gregoriana®; and as
the ¢« Horti Lucullani ” are registered in the ninth
region, we are here reminded of the limits assigned
to that of the Via Lata.

The most convenient way from the Via Nazareno
to the baths of Diocletian, is by the Piazza Barbe-
rini and the quattro Fontane ; and in again ascend-
ing to the Quirinal hill, something may be said
of the celebrated temple of Quirinus. We have
already gone through the valley called anciently

61 See Piranesi, Antichitd, tom. i. p. 9. No. 6.
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the ¢ Vallis Quirini,” situated between the Viminal
and Quirinal hills.? The temple of Quirinus is
mentioned by several authors as being upon the
latter, and combining these two things, we can
have no doubt that the temple was situated upon
‘that part of the hill which overlooks the valley.
This conclusion alone will fix its site within the
limits of the gardens belonging to the Noviciate’s
college, answering to the place where Fulvio saw
the foundations of it discovered.®® That antiquary
also relates that Otho, senator of Rome, destroyed
its remains, and took away the ornaments to make
the marble steps now leading up to the church of
Ara Ceeli; that fact has been called in question
because there are other records which state those
steps to have been made by means of pious con-
tributions after a pestilence had raged in the city
in the year 1378.% It seems however, pretty evi-

62 See Dissertation V. _

63 « [Tempio] di Quirino sopra la Chiesa di San Vitale . .

i fondamenti del quale pochi anni indietro io vidi cavare nella
vigna del revmo Cardinale Genutio, ove sono molte tavolette di
marmo, et pezzetti di marmo del pavimento di esso tempio, un
certo Otone Milanese essendo Senatore di Roma ne spoglid il
detto tempio, et degli ornamenti di quello, ne furono fatti i
gradi di Araceli et del Campidoglio.” — Delle Antichita, &e.
carta 80.

64 Whoever wishes to make this a subject of enquiry may
compare the authorities brought together by Professor Nibby in
Nardini, tom. ii. p. 75. with the above accounts of Fulvio and
Zabarella, Memorie della Chiesa & Araceli. An error of the
press in Zabarella (putting 1384 for 1348) seems to have caused
much of the perplexity. See Storia Diplomatica de’ Senatori
di Roma, p. 272. Opera dell Abbate Vitale, Rom. edit. 1791.
The chronology is equally at variance in the authorities cited
by Nardini’s editor: it may suffice to remark, that on whatso-
ever occasion the flight of steps was constructed, the marble
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dent, that a flight of steps was traced belonging to
the ruins in the gardens of the Noviciates, and
hence it may be inferred that they led up to the
temple from the valley ; for we read of a portico
of Quirinus independent of the temple®, and not
improbable the portico was in the valley from
whence the steps began, and consequently was not
far from the church of S. Vitale.

This temple seems to have derived its celebrity
rather from its remote origin and the deified title
of the founder of Rome, than from any thing
remarkable in its structure or magnificence. It
was originally built at or near the spot where
Romulus miraculously disappeared in a thunder-
storm.®* Dionysius makes Numa the founder of
it : but according to Livy®, it was founded anew in
the year of the city 459 by the consul Papirius, who
accomplished the vow of his father, and enriched
it wonderfully with the spoils of the Samnites.
Augustus re-made it, and dedicated it a little before
his death ; and he adorned it with as many columns

materials must have been procured somewhere, and we only
plead for their having come from the Quirinal Valley.

6 See Martial. Epigram, i. lib. xi. and epist. 58. lib. x. ;
The valley was anciently much deeper, as appeared from a mosaic
pavement discovered in the time of Clement X. at a depth
of sixty palms. See Venuti, Antichitd, §c. p. 155. tom. i. The
large basalt vase, now in the Museo Pio-Clementino, and
several objects of less value, were found in this garden of the
Jesuits, who do not graciously admit strangers into it to find any
thing more.

6 On which, see Plutarch. in vit. Romuli, p. 36. edit. citat.

7 Antiquitat. Roman. lib. ii. cap. 63. p. 370. tom. i edit.
Reiske.

68 Lib. x. cap. 46.
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as he had lived years, 7. e. seventy-six.” From this
time we may probably date its splendour. To it
belonged the first well-constructed dial that was
brought to Rome ; and before it stood two cele-
brated myrtle trees, faithful emblems of patrician
and plebeian power!™ The temples of Health
and of Ceres were so near to that of Quirinus,
as to be all three struck at the same time by
lightning.”

At this point of our circuit a succession of objects
invite research; but the result would be unsatis-
factory. The shops mentioned by Vitruvius, where
vermilion (perhaps for painting vaults) was sold,
stood between the temples of Quirinus and Flora?;
the house in which Domitian was born was in the
sixth region”; and the few arches almost interred
in the Orto Barberini, near a manufactory, have
been fixed upon as the remains of the house of Do-
mitia. In the same region was situated the old
Capitol, which claims Numa Pompilius for its
founder, and which could be seen from the Circus
of Flora. If that circus occupied the site of' the

8 See Dion Cassius, lib. liv. p. 748.

7 Plin. Hist. Nat. lib. vii. cap. 60. p. 127. et lib. xv. cap. 29.
p. 265.

7V Tit. Liv. lib. xxviii. cap. 11. Consult Piranesi, Ieno-
graph. p.31. No. 253.; and see Dissertation II.

2 M. Vitruv. Pollio de Aschitect. lib. vii. cap. 9. p. 290. edit.
citat.

73 « Malum Punicum, ad quod Domitianus D.D. templum
Gentis Flavie, et erat domus ejus.” — P. Victor de Region. Com-
pare the apposite words of Swetonius in vit. Domitian. cap. 1.
An inscription, too, published by Marliano (apud Grevium,
tom. iii. p. 161.), seems to point out the site between the church
of S. Susanna and the Quattro Fontane.

VOL. II. D
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Piazza Barberini, as Fulvio insinuates, and of which
he and Donatus saw some vestiges, we might almost
fix the situation of all these objects, as well as the
house of Martial the poet : but the whole must be
deduced from two lines in one of his epigrams !
The Via Pia leads direct to the Piazza dei Ter-
mini, where the baths of Diocletian partially cover
a space of something more than one mile in cir-
cumference. '

Stupendous as this building must once have been,
there is no description, nor scarcely so much as
mention, to be found of it in any of the ancient
authors extant. Vopiscus, indeed, informs us, that
the Ulpian library was removed from Trajan’s
Forum, and placed in the ¢ therme” of Diocle-
tian ®; and in the catalogues of Victor and Rufus
they are registered in the sixth region : but we are
indebted to some inscriptions, rescued from oblivion
by Gruter, for all we know of the history of these

74 « Mane domi, si te merui, voluique videre,
Sint mihi, Paule, tuz longius Esquiliee.
Sed Tiburtinge sum proximus accola pile ;
Qua videt antiquum rustica Flora Jovem.”
Lib.v. ep. 23.; et conf. lib. vii. ep. 72.

If Martial’s house was where the Circus of Flora faced the
old Capitol, as the last line here cited imports, and that circus
was in the present Piazza Barberini, then the several things
enumerated are brought together within a given space; and
whoever is desirous of examining these things more accurately
may consult Fulvio, Delle Antichitd, &e., carta 79.; Donatus,
apud Grevium, tom.iii. p. 740.; Marliano, cap.25. (apud
Grevium, p. 163.) Nardini, tom. ii. p.84.; and Venuti, tom.ii.
p- 156. .

75 Vopiscus, in Probo, cap.2.; mentioned also by T'rebellins
Pollio, de Pisone,xxx Tyran. cap. 21.
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baths. They were begun by the emperors Diocle-
tian and Maximian, and finished by the Ceesars
Constantius and Maximinus 7 ; which fixes the date
in the beginning of the fourth century. The
¢« thermae > which Constantine erected at no great
distance from hence, and almost of equal magni-
tude, were probably joined with these, so as to form
one immense establishment ; for in the ¢ Notitia ”
they are thus mentioned : —¢ Thermas Diocletianas
et Constantinianas.” It is said that by order of
Diocletian, whose name has ever been held in
abhorrence by ecclesiastical writers, 40,000 Chris-
tians were made to labour in rearing this fabric.”

By comparing our plan of the baths of Caracalla
with the one here annexed, it will be observed that
the baths of Diocletian differed but little in the
distribution of the interior part; and such portions
of the latter as are entirely destroyed may be sup-
plied both with form and noemenclature from the
former. We are not equally certain with regard to
the outworks ; and some few of the “exhedrse” are
certainly supplied from conjecture: but no one,
upon examining the whole, will find much room
for scepticism in this restoration of the ground
plan.

76 Vide Gruter, Inscript. Corpus, p. Ixxix.

77 Vide Baronius, Annales Ecclesiast. tom. ii. ann. 298. Bois-
sard, Topograph. Urb. Rom. tom.i. p.45. edit. Francof. 1627,
who adds, “ per annos quatuordecim servili more dicuntur esse
vexata.” The original account comes from the Acta B. Mar-
celli Pap. et Martyr. which the Cardinal Baronius, who has a
“lynx’s eye” for a martyr (see Arringh. Roma Subterranea,
lib. iv. cap. 45. p. 384. tom. ii. edit. Rome, 1651), discovered.

D 2
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(a) Porter’s lodges, as in the baths of Caracalla.

(b) The large peristyles, for athletic exercises; of which
nothing remains.

(c) The Pinacotheca, which with the two adjacent
compartments (d, d) forms part of the church of
S. Maria dei Angeli. The four recesses marked
with asterisks (*), separated from the main space
by columns and perhaps a parapet, were, as ap-
pears from a similar arrangement in the other
thermee, for the warm baths.

(e) Apodyteria or undressing rooms, appropriated for
the bathers.

(f) Apartments conveniently situated for servants and
attendants, some of them now used for hay lofts.

(g) Passages or halls of general communication.

(h) The Natatio or Piscina, for cold bathmg, at each end
of which is a retiring gallery. Part of this space
is now occupied by the cloisters of the convent.

(k) Banqueting rooms assigned for the higher ranks
of the people, and perhaps the rectangular apart-
ments marked with an obelisk (1) adjoining, were
appendages to the same.

(1) The Aula or passage court into the Pmacotbeca,
which now forms the vestibule of the church. To
complete the Greek cross, Michael Angelo added
the ¢ Tribune,” at the opposite side of the Pina-
cotheca. On each side of the Aula was room
enough for the Hypocausta.

(m) The main entrance, similarly situated to the ¢ Cella
Solearis” in Caracalla’s baths, and chiefly supplied
in the plan from the conjectures of architects.
The line of rooms on each side of the main
entrance may be distributed into ¢ Ephebea ” or
¢ scholee ;” for which see the plan of the other
thermee.

(n) Hemicyclia, of uncertain use, communicating with
the area; most probably assigned .for the use of
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the lower orders; and perhaps in this part of the
thermee were the inferior baths.

(o) Principal entrances into the great area, probably
dedicated to some gods as temples; the more
perfect one is now the church of S. Bernard ; the
other, near the Strozzi gardens, is formed into &
granary.

(p) The Bibliothecee, where perhaps the Greek and
Latin libraries brought from the Basilica Ulpia
were deposited. Of these nothing remains.

(q) The Theatridium, now enclosing a bleaching yard.

(r) The grand area or open space for games and
exercises, now the Piazza Termini.

(s) The reservoir for supplying the whole establishment
with water (existing in the Villa Strozzi).

We think it unnecessary to enter into any farther
details of this once stupendous fabric : indeed, those
already given depend much upon conjecture, aided
however by the more certain distribution of the
baths of Caracalla. The curious spectator may
compare in these ruins the brick construction of
the fourth century, with that of the third in the
ruins of the other therma just mentioned; and
it may not be uninteresting to consult the memorials
which contain accounts of the paintings and or-
naments at different times discovered about the
baths of Diocletian.”

78 For a detailed account of which, see Venuti, Antichita di
Roma, tom. i. p. 167—172. Michel Angelo was employed by
Pope Pius IV. to make a church out of those vast ruins ; and as
he was obliged to raise the pavement on account of the hu-
midity, the real basements of the granite columns are now
interred, and new bases attached; consequently the propor-
tions deformed : but the effect of the whole is perhaps more

D 38
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Within the limits of the sixth region were com-
prised the Forum and gardens of Sallust; in which,
according to Victor and Rufus, was situated a
temple of Venus, and, we may add, a Circus of no
small dimensions. These things are all to be re-
cognised in the Villa Barberini and its vicinity,
where the old city was enclosed toward the north-
east by the ¢ agger” of Servius Tullius, joining
with the extremity of the Quirinal hill. From the
Via Pia, by a gateway opposite to the great granary
now converted into a workhouse, is an entrance
into the Villa above named, by which we may imme-
diately ascend upon the ¢ agger,” and look down
upon the site of the Circus. An attentive observer
will not fail to remark how faithfully the form of
the city is here preserved, as it existed previous to
the time of Aurelian. From the hillock which
turns nearly at a right angle, and verges to the
 Via Pia,”” the eye may trace the direction of the
celebrated agger as far as the highest point of it,
which has already been visited in the Villa Negroni ;
and whilst the spectator lingers with delight upon
the station we have chosen, we may recapitulate
the history of the gardens of Sallust, and endeavour
to ascertain the position of several objects which
once existed in the vicinity of the ancient Porta
Collina. ¢ The plunder of Numidia” (to adopt the
language of an elegant historian”*) ¢ was employed
by Sallust in adorning his palace and gardens at
Rome. After existing for more than 400 years, and

striking to the first view of a stranger, than the interior of
St. Peter's.

79 See Gibbon’s History, &ec. ch. xxxi.; and Aulus Gellius,
lib. xvii. cap. 18.
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perhaps in each succeeding century with increased
magnificence, their situation, so near to the Porta
Salara, exposed them to the first ravages of the fire
of the Goths; and since that calamitous period
they have doubtless lain in ruins. The gardens
and palace of the historian do not owe all their
celebrity to their founder, but to their situation,
which often tempted the emperors to leave the
Palatine hill, and enjoy the more tranquil repose
of a villa beneath the walls of the city. Here was
the occasional retreat of Nero, and here Nerva
died : Aurelian preferred the gardens of Sallust
and Domitia to the palace of the Caesars, and con-
tinued his exercises in a portico he constructed for
the purpose, when his health began to decline.®
Maxentius was the last of the emperors who in-
habited them ; for soon after his death the emperors
began to desert Rome.”

The position of the ancient Porta Collina is fixed
by universal consent at the angle made here by
the turning of the ¢ agger;” and applying the
authorities of Dionysius and Strabo, already re-
ferred to in a former Dissertation®, that gate must
have stood where these substructing arches begin
to fall away in smaller masses of brickwork. And
supposing the fortifications to have turned in the
direction of this eminence and its substructions, it
will be observed that the gardens of Sallust, with
the Circus, were thus left without the city. The
Forum was more probably within the gate, both as.

8 Vopiscus, Aurelian. cap.49. cum not. Casaubon. in verb.
Milliarensem porticum ; et vide Donatus de Urb. Rom. lib. iii.
cap. 23.

# See Dissertation V.



40 TOPOGRAPHY AND ANTIQUITIES. DISS. VIII.

appears from some ecclesiastical records®, and the
propriety of its being included in the city. Itis
sufficiently clear that the place where the unchaste
vestal virgins were interred alive, and which was
called the ¢ Campus Sceleratus,” was within the
Porta Collina, and under the finishing of the
« agger.”® Livy, with still greater precision, in-
forms us it was on the right hand of the road lead-
ing out of the gate®; and thus we are enabled to
recognise, almost to a nicety, the situation of the
¢« Campus Sceleratus,” i. e. where the Via Pia inter-
rupts the continued line of the ¢« agger.”
Notwithstanding the laborious care of the kings
for defending this side of the city, it was always
the most liable to the attacks of an enemy. The
Gauls, who had so nearly cut short the career of
the mistress of the world, entered her sacred pre-
cincts by this her feeblest bulwark.® If Hannibal

82 Baronius, Annal. Ecclesiast. tom.ii. Anna. 294. and 295.

83 Zira watopurleras wapds Ty KoAAivny Asyduewmy aiamy, & q isi g
1ds Tig wihews SPpb; yrudng wapavehecn woipe® waheras 8 xBua Sia-
Abxly 15 Aathwr 0adt xataonsvd{eras xutdytios olkos & péyas Exwy cwbe
xatdGuoiv.— Plutarch. in Numa, p.67. edit. Lutetiee Parisior.
in folio.

Dionysius describes the subterraneous vault « at the Porta
Collina within the walls.” (Antiquitat. &c. lib. ii. cap. 67. p.380.
tom. 1. edit. Reiske ; and compare Festus, lib. xvii. p. 486. edit.
Amstelod. 1700.

84 « Eo anno (A. C. 834.) Minucia Vestalis . . . viva sub ter-
ram ad Portam Collinam, dextra via sTRATA defossa Scelerato
Campo : credo ab incesto id et loco nomen factum.” — 7'i¢. Liv.
lib. viii. cap. 15. For ¢strata,” Gronovius proposes to read
« salaria,” which would make Livy write an easier sentence, at
the expense of his accuracy. For the ceremony of interring the
Vestal Virgins alive, see Plutarch in the place above referred
to, and Dionysius, lib. ii. cap. 67.

8 Tit. Liv. lib.v. cap. 41. ; et vide lib. vii. cap.11.; et Plin.
Hist. Nat. lib. xv. cap. 18.
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had accomplished the desire of his heart, he would
have directed his first efforts against the Porta
Collina ®: and we have already intimated that the
king of the Goths at length succeeded in the at-
tempt.” Rome may now have lost her formidable
aspect for withstanding an assault; but if the arti-
ficial and feeblest defence still offers such features
of strength, how advantageous must have been the
general position of the seven-hilled city! In de-
scending from our station, we shall observe the
masses of brick-work and reticulated tufo already
alluded to: and it is manifest they were originally
built for supporting the hill, because they keep the
same direction even to irregularity. But this might
not be the only use of them, as would appear from
the stucco and fragments of marble, which, in the
year 1826, lay scattered around them.*

Beneath these substructions stands the supposed
temple of Venus. Its form is preserved; the
entrance is by a large open doorway with two

8 Jdem, lib. xxvi. cap.10.; et conf. Zacit. Hist. lib. iii. cap. 82.

8 See Gibbon’s Decline and Fall, &c. ch. xxxi. note 6.

88 Near the arches placed against the hillock opposite the
soi-disant Sallust’s house, a chamber was discovered last century
adorned with bas-reliefs of terra cotta: one of them represented
a half naked female figure, leaning ridiculously upon a decrepit
old man, supposed by Ficoroni to represent one of those mime
for which the Circus of Flora was renowned. ¢ Eosdem Ludos
Florales, quos Messius Edilis faciebat, spectanti, populus, ut
mimz nudarentur, postulare erubuit.” — Valerius Muximus de
Majestat. Rom. lib. ii. cap. 10. sect. 8.

The Circus of Sallust, which will shortly be mentioned, is
sometimes confounded with the Circus of Flora, and as such it is
marked in Nolli’s great plan of Rome ; but we know not how to
mistrust the antiquaries of the sixteenth century, who declare
they saw remains of it in the Piazza Barberini.
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lateral niches: this leads into a circular room with
other niches regularly disposed around it; and be-
hind this is the ¢ adytum ” or shrine, which seems
to have had a double roof. Communications with
the subterraneous rooms or ¢ penetralia” are still
open, and there are other adjacent rooms nearer
the Circus, which may have served for the habit-
ations of the ¢ @ditui” or keepers of the temple.
There seems no difficulty in identifying this build-
ing with the ¢ temple of Venus in the Sallustian
gardens >’ mentioned in the Regionaries.® It can-
not well be identified with the temple of the Ery-
cinian Venus, as some have imagined, for that was
in the fifth region; although it must be confessed
the various authors who mention it, point very near
to this spot. *

An inscription, found in the time of Fulvio,
corrobates the expressions of Victor and Rufus in
the case of the Sallustian temple ; and it is thus
cited by Panvinio: —

M. AVRELIVS PACORVS
M. COCCEIVS STRATOCLES
AEDITVI VENERIS HORTORVM
SALVSTIANORVM BASEM CVM
PAVIMENTO MARMORATO
DEANAE
p. o.t

8 « Templum Veneris hortorum Salustianorum.” — P, Victor
in Region. 6. :
“ Templum Veneris in hortulis Salustianis.” — Sext. Rufus
in eadem. 'Vide Panvinio, apud Graevium, tom. iii. p.42. and 31,
* See Note E.
1 See Note F.
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The annexed building immediately overlooking
the valley of the Circus, or rather standing in a
line with the Podium, is not so easily described ;
its form is rectangular, with some appearance of
an habitation, but being situated nearly opposite
where the second meta of the Circus would be, it
was probably nothing more than a ¢ pulvinar”
with some accommodations for a temporary resi-
dence. Its position answers to that of the Preaetors’
tribunal in the Circus on the Via Appia.*® The
construction of the whole assimilates to the works
of the Augustan age, and it is not vain to suppose
that we have been examining the works of Sallust
himself. ,

About ten years after the institution of the
Apollinarian games, it happened that the Circus in
the Campus Martius, in which they were usually
celebrated, was inundated by the Tyber. On that
occasion the games were transferred to a place
without the Porta Collina near the temple of the
Erycinian Venus.” This passage of Livy gives not
the least intimation of a Circus being there at that
time ; or if it does, he is speaking of a period 200
years before the time of Sallust. This being pre-
mised, we have no memorial of the Circus which
once occupied this valley ; but its form may be dis-

9 See description of the Circus, &c. p.45.; and Venuti,
Antichita, &e. tom. i. p. 158.

91 Procopius de Bell. Vand. lib. i. cap. 2. edit. Paris, 1662.

98 « Nam ita abundavit Tyberis, ut Ludi Apollinares, Circo
inundato, extra Portam Collinam ad adem Ejyricinz Veneris
parati sint.” — Tit. Liv. lib. xxx. cap. 38.

But the games did not take place; for the elements became
propitious, and “ pompa duci ccepta ad Portam Collinam revo-
cata, deductaque in Circum est.” — Ibid.
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tinctly traced. Confined between the Quirinal and
Pincian hills, the circular end lay towards the east :
and being already acquainted with the form of a
Circus, we shall be able to adjust the ¢ spina”
and ¢ carceres” with due regard to general pro-
portion. "The seats were probably of turf, or some
such perishable material ; for there are no traces
whatever of steps or vaults, like those in the Circus
on the Via Appia. To the Circus of Sallust be-
longed the obelisk which now stands before the
church of S.Trinita dei Monti. Towards the lower
end of this valley, and immediately beneath the
lofty terrace on which stands the Villa Barberini,
are the remains of a stone wall which may be traced
among the weeds for twenty feet in length : the
peperine blocks of which it has been constructed
are not more than two feet and a half long, and
one foot deep; and they are, with good reason, sup-
posed to have been a portion of the old city walls.
There are the only visible remains of the walls of
Servius Tullius; the material, the construction,
and their topographical position, warrant the
opinion that has ever been held of them®; and
wonderful is it to behold a monument which has
survived through nearly 2400 years.

The lower end of this enclosure, where the
valley becomes wider, is more properly the Villa
Cesi; at its extremity are some arches half
interred, which from their nature and situation

93 Piranesi, Antichita, &c. p. 148. 160. See Dissertation IL.;
and consult Nibby, le Mure di Roma, cap.iii. p.109.

See, however, the description of the Tarpeian rock in the pre-
ceding Dissertation.
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can have formed no part of the Circus : they have
therefore been called baths, as the only other
appendage to a Roman villa; of these unknown
ruins it will be enough to observe, that they have
been adorned with very fine stucco, as appears from
a specimen to be seen on one of the vaults; and very
near the gate which leads out of the ¢ Vigna?”
into the Vicolo delle Fiamme, we recognise the
evident construction of a piscina: witness the
openings in the partition walls between vault and
vault. The brick-work is in every respect worthy
of the age of Nero. If these observations be thought
worth confirming by examining the specimens
alluded to, it will at least forbid any conjecture
about this being the ¢ Porticus Milliarensis”
of Aurelian.* The gardens of Sallust, however
extensive they may already appear, must also have
covered a portion of the present Villa Ludovisi,
otherwise they would have occupied no part of the
Monte Pincio®, to which hill they were the first
to give the original name of ¢ Collis Hortulorum.”
It may be doubted whether this hill was included
in the region of the Circus Flaminius. The gardens
of Lucullus, as we have before described, did
certainly occupy a part of it, approaching near to
the present Via Gregoriana. They are registered

* See Note G.

9 Considerable remains of those extensive gardens have
been found in the villa Verospi, near the walls ; and in the villa
Ludovisi some ruins are still said to exist, on which it is easier
to consult Piranesi than the present proprietor! (Antickita,
p- 15. No. 114, 115.) The various statues, pieces of columns,
capitals, &c. found in the first-named villa, seem to give some
indication of the « Porticus Milliarensis.”
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in the ninth region; and probably Panvinio had no
other reason for inserting the ¢ Collis Hortorum ”
in his catalogue. On the other hand, if the
gardens of Sallust occupied what is now the Villa
Ludovisi, it will give the sixth region, in which
they are registered, an equal claim to the Monte
Pincio. But leaving this unimportant question as
it stands, we shall best consult our local con-
venience by including this well known mount in
our present circuit.

If we have been followed with reluctance into
the solitary vineyards and subterraneous vaults,
where there was nothing but the genius of ancient
Rome to interest or amuse, no such feeling will
now thwart the listless visitor, as he bends his
steps towards the Trinita de’ Monti. The auspicious
soil has preserved its character through nineteen
centuries, and it is still the pleasure ground of the
city. It must be confessed, there are few places
in the world which afford a more delightful station
than that we shall assume for continuing our
subject ; a station which, whilst we breathe the
balmy air, and cast back our eyes over the domes
and palaces canopied by the deep blue sky,
makes us almost forget, in hearing the British
accents around us, that we are strangers in this
distant scene— the new terrace which overlooks
the Piazza del Popolo.

Of the senator Pincius and his possessions we
know little or nothing.® His palace became the
residence of Belisarius, which Procopius seems to
intimate was at no great distance from the Porta

9 But see Dissertation IL.
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Pinciana.® We here naturally look to the Giardino
di Malta for the site of the palace; and, as it
could be no inconsiderable domain which left a
lasting name to a whole district, we may extend
the grounds over the Trinitd de’ Monti, and
towards the south, over the establishments of the
Capuchin friars.

Somewhere near the Porta del Popolo, Nero
found a grave. It is related by Suetonius¥ that
his two nurses, Ecloge and Alexandra, with Acte
his concubine, gathered up his remains, and de-
posited them in the family monument of the
Domitii, which, being situated on the ¢ Collis
Hortorum,” was seen conspicuously from the Cam-
pus Martius. The sarcophagus was of porphyry:
over it stood an altar of Luna marble, and the
outer walls were of stone from the island of
Thasos : it is also intimated by Juvenal® that

9% Compare the two following passages: —

TIoAde by adrds Ty [liypwaryy xad widgy sy sadms by defig Uxe 3
Zakapia avipasa. — De Bell. Gothic. lib. i. cap. xix. p- 360.
tom. i. edit. Paris. 1662.

Kal ired 7av moheuilor drip Aoy haberle Ty yiupar e1der Enyr dik
Thiyxsaris wuAns 18 orpdreun. — Idem, lib. ii. cap.x. p. 411.

That is, he issued from the gate which was nearest his head-
quarters, from whence he had watched the motions of the
enemy.

97 In Vit. Neronis, cap.l.

98

« Experiar quid concedatur in illos
Quorum Flaminia tegitur cinis, atque Latina.”
Satyr. i. 170.

See Professor Nibby’s illustration of this passage of Juvenal;
comparing Suetonius in his Life of Domitian, cap. xvii.; Viaggio
Antiguario, tom. i. p. 21.

The absurdity of calling that sepulchral monument, situated
on the Via Cassia, about four miles from Rome, and bearing the
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Nero’s ashes lay by the side of the Flaminian
road. Now, a monument situated on the Monte
Pincio, near the road which varied but little from
the present direction, and to be seen from the
Campus Martius, could not be far from the station
we have now assumed ; and if a tradition may be
allowed to decide the point, we are now standing
almost on the very spot where the Domitian
.sepulchre was. In the time of Pope Paschal II.,
which takes us back to the year 1100, the inha-
bitants about the Porta del Popolo were held in
terror by the nightly visits of Nero’s ghost. To
calm these superstitious fears, it is recorded, that
the good pope (for so he had been instructed in a
vision) built a church to the Virgin, which is the
origin of the S. Maria del Popolo.* The measure

name of Vibius Marianus upon it, the tomb of Nero, is now
manifest to all. Flaminius Vacca (Memorie, No. 113.) relates, that
in the time of Pope Paul IIL some ruins were discovered in the
Piazza del Popolo, which were probably remains of a sepulchre.
Before the new works of the Monte Pincio were made, there
existed much reticulated work just above the church of S. Maria
del Popolo. All these vestiges are supposed to belong to the
Domitian gardens: upon what slender written authority the
reader may judge.

9 Ambrogio Landucci, an Augustine monk, has written a
4to volume upon this church; entitled, Origine del Tempio
dedicato in Roma alla Vergine Madre di Dio Maria presso alla
Porta del Popolo, edit. in Roma, 1646. It is divided into six
days’ occupation! that is, about one for the church, and five for
the Virgin. The latter acquires, in the course of the work,
several hundred titles : amongst them is « La vera mediatrice
fra Dio e gli uomini!” See the Index of Epithets at the end.
The other history of the origin and ¢ causes” of the S. Maria
de Popolo is written by Alberici, ed. Romz, 1599, in small 4to.
He dedicates twenty pages to the description and history of the
church, and 118 to the admirable and distinguished image of
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was effectual, and the infected soil was considered
to have undergone a sufficient purgation. Since
that period the appalling ghost has disappeared,
and another spirit haunts the environs of the
¢ Popolo.” The terrors of the people and the
pious interference of the priest have furnished
two authors with an ample subject; they need
only afford us the testimony that, about eight cen-
turies ago, there was a strong tradition that Nero
was buried near the Porta del Popolo..

The sepulchre of the Domitian family must
be supposed to have stood in their private pro-
perty, and therefore antiquaries have agreed to
assign this portion of hill to' the gardens of the
Domitii. Some have even supposed the Muro
Torto to have been part of the monument; and,
that like the sepulchre of Caius Cestius, it was
of a pyramidical form'®; ¢ a pyramid,” observes
Forsyth, ¢ which, if completed, would exceed in
magnitude any of those in Egypt!” It must, too,
have been destroyed as early as the sixth century;
for Procopius describes the Muro Torto precisely
as it exists at this day.’” It is followed by a con-

the Virgin. He thus tells the story of Nero's hobgoblins — the
« initium miraculi.”— Sub cujus trunco (speaking of a tall chest-
nut tree) humatum jacebat corpus immanis et diri Neronis imp.,
super vero et circumquaque stabat (res auditu terribilis) max-
ima diabolorum. turba, et multitudo spirituum rebellium infer-
nalium, in predicti corporis custodiam ; sed etiam, quod multo
pejus est, experientia tunc rerum magistra docente, ad infes-
tandos ac valde fideles cruciandos.” Such was the piety of those
days! Vide op.cit. p. 2, 3.

100 Guattani, Monum. Inedit. tom. i. p.19. 1784. and tom. xi.
p-93. Piranesi, Antichitd, &ec. Nos. 45—49. tom. i. tav. xii.

101 Tayrms 3 perakd 155 wings, wal vis b dfig dxopdms wuAidos n

VOL. II. E
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tinuation of arches of the same material, and
evidently contemporary, keeping the direction of
the hill, like those in the gardens of Sallust. The
reticulated work is of the best kind, and may be
dated anterior to the age of Nero; but the most
plausible explanation of these astonishing walls
seems to be this: they were built for a double
purpose, not unlike the object proposed by Pope
Leo XII. in those recent constructions,— that
while they sustained the mouldering soil and se.
cured the sinking eminence, they formed terraces
and prospects admirably adapted for a pleasure
ground.

Before leaving this subject, it may not be un-
seasonable to trace back our steps to the ¢ Santa
Croce” and the Celian hill, in order to bring
into one view the extensive gardens of the rich
-men of Rome, which gradually came into the
possession of the emperors, The house of Nero
occupied a considerable portion of the Czlian, the
whole of the Palatine, and some of the Esquiline
hills’; including the gardens of Mscenas. If
we except the ground on which the Colosseum,
the baths of Titus, and the temple of Hadrian

TLiywiasy dvoualeras, uoipa Tis T wapbirs, dixa 70 warady &md Tavroee
pdrov Biaspeleioa (oﬁx it BdQous pivror, AN’ ooy i pijnog T8 nloeos), ooy
Iweae piv, obre amwg dsddpnt bMlBn St ofrwg i ixdrepgy b 70 piv ixToe
o5 axhov Tefxougy 70 3t vros Palveafout xad dn’ alTal oy weplSoror Siefpdyore
‘Pupaios 15 oPeripg yAbooy ix marasl xados 7o xdpors — De Bello
Gothic. lib. i. cap.13. p. 368.

It was placed under the special protection of S.Peter, and
the Goths never attempted to scale it. This rendered the
Muro Torto sacred in the eyes of posterity. '

102 See Dissertation X.
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now stand, it does not appear that much of
those possessions were afterwards relinquished..
The splendid house and gardens of Plautus Latera-
nus were confiscated, and retained by the emperors
until the age of Constantine. We find Helioga-
balus and his successor Alexander in possession of
the ¢ Horti Variani,” which were situated in the
vicinity of the Porta Maggiore, and to which the
mother of Constantine seems to have succeeded as
to an imperial inheritance."® Passing over the
¢« Horti Torquatiani,”” of which little more is
known than the mere name and position, we
arrive at the ¢ Horti Lami,” which belonged to
Caligula, and in which he was privately buried.
They are described as lying near to the gardens
of Mecenas'®, and these, as we havealready shown,
extended as far as the ¢ agger™ in the Villa
Negroni ; ‘and therefore no great distance inter-
venes before we come to the gardens of Sallust,
equally at the disposal of the emperors. Nor did
the ¢ Collis Hortuorum” escape the imperial
rapacity. Messalina, the unchaste wife of Clau-
dius, coveted and unjustly obtained, the gardens
of Lucullus, which soon became the scene of her
disgrace and death ' : they, too, were afterwards
numbered among the possessions of the Ceesars.
Finally, the ¢ Horti Domitiorum,” which brings

103 See Dissertations IV. and V.

104 Syet. in vit. Caligule, cap. lix. and Philo de Legat. ad
Caium, cit. in Nardini, tom. ii. p. 30.

105 Those gardens appear to have been very magnificent.
O AuxsAhiaro) xijmos 7, Baashxivy iy T0is TOAVTEAET XTOIG QpifpolyTas, —
Plutarch. in Lucull. p.518. edit. citat.: vide Tacit. Annal.
lib. xi. cap. 33. 37, 38.

E 2
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us nearly round to the Tyber, without mentioning
the grove attached to the mausoleum of Augustus,
and the ¢ Horti Serviliani,” supposed to have
been not far from the Ponte Xysto'®: and thus
we find the whole city on this side the river, al-
most surrounded by those appendages of luxury.
Beyond the Tyber we might trace still more
closely the extent of the imperial domain, from
the Vatican district to the Sublician bridge. We
should here include the space assigned for the
follies of Nero?; the gardens of Galba on the Via
Aurelia ; those of Geta and of Julius Caesar, pointed
out from the Campidoglio in our-general view of
Rome. And all these it was in the power of the
emperors to give or withhold from the Roman
people. With this rapid survey we may compare
the words of Herodian, who, when the sons of
Septimius Severus divided the imperial residence
between them, describes it as equal in extent to all
the rest of Rome. '

On the Monte Pincio stand two obelisks : the
one before the church of S. Trinita belonged, as
we have said, to the Circus of Sallust, and was,
according to the late hieroglyphical discoveries,
first made in honour of Antinous, in the name of
Hadrian and the empress Sabina '®; the other, now

- 16.Vide Donat. de Urb. Rom. lib.iii. cap.23. This chap-
ter of Donatus on the ancient gardens of the Romans, is very
complete, and will be consulted with much pleasure and ad-
vantage by the learned reader (apud Grevium, tom. iii. p.785.)

107 See Dissertation XI.

18 See Gibbon's History of the Decline, &e. vol.i. p.156—
160. in the 4to edition, London, 1788.

19 Champollion’s Systéme Hiéroglyphique, vol. i. p. 42. et
Letire @ M. Dacier, p. 31, 32. o
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erected near the villa Medici, was brought from
the Circus of Heliogabalus, which was near the
church of Santa Croce. .

. It is pretended by some that the Naumachia
of Domitian occupled the site of the Piazza di
Spagna: this is a vague conjecture, and rather
repugnant to the very authority cited in its favour.
With equal uncertamty have antiquarians argued
upon the ruins on which stand the church and
convent of St. Sylvester in Capite.* We shall
therefore follow the outline of the seventh region
from the ¢ Capo le Case,” on the site of the
¢« Horti Lucullani,” to the ¢ Via delle Vite;” and
so finish our circuit by continuing along the Corso
as far as the Piazza S. Marco, or under the Capi-
toline hill.

Between the Palazzo Fiano and the Plazza
Sciarra, have been seen at different periods the
remains of three triumphal arches, and which, in
all probahlllty, answer to the three enumerated by
Rufus in the seventh region; viz. the arch of
.Gordian the younger, the Arcus Novus, and the
arch of the emperors Marcus and Verus."® The
one which was demolished by Pope AlexanderVII.,
near the end of the Villa delle Vite, and of which
an inscription, written by Fabretti, preserves the
memorial, is satisfactorily ascertained to have be-
longed to Marcus Aurelius, and therefore answers
to one of the three mentioned by Rufus. Ana-
stasius calls the same arch ¢ Tres Facicellas,” and

* See Note H.

110 « Arcus Gordiani, Arcus Novus, Arcus Veri et Marei
Augustorum.”— De Region. Urb.; Panvinio, apud Grevium,
tom. iii. p. 32.

E3
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says it was twelve feet under water during an
inundation of the Tyber in 792.™ In the time of
Fulvio it was called the ¢ Arco Tripoli,”” but sub-
sequently acquired the name of the Arco Porto-
gallo. " The bas-reliefs which belonged to it are
now placed in the Campidoglio, on the wall of the
staircase leading to the ¢ Fasti Consulares;” and
it is easy to recognise upon them the features and
actions of Marcus Aurelius. Two of the columns
that belonged to it are now in the Corsini chapel
at the Lateran.

The best memorial we have of the two remain-
ing arches is the account of Fulvio, who says that
in his time two arches were destroyed, one near the
Piazza Sciarra, in the street leading to the Piazza
di Pietra; the other near to S. Maria in Via
Lata, which was taken down by Innocent VIII.
in rebuilding the said church. Of this the anti-
quary saw dug up some fragments with barbarian
trophies, which, from their indifferent style of
sculpture, must have belonged, in his opinion, to
some of the later emperors.’® These things will
answer to the arch of Gordian, of which some
traces are still to be seen under the church of
S. Maria in Via Lata. These remains consist

1 Jn vit. Hadriani, p.271. tom. i. edit. Rome, 1718.

N2 Fulvio, Antichitd, p.139. He erroneously calls it the
arch of Domitian. From some resemblance between the ex-
pressions ¢ Tres Facicelle” and « Tripoli,” we imagine the
appellation has arisen from something observed in the orna-
ments ;. but see a dissertation of Severoli upon this arch, in
tom.i. No. xi. of the Memorie dell' Accademia di Cortona. It
acquived the last name, of Arco Portogallo, from the neigh-
bouring palace being occupied by the Portugnese ambassador.

8 And. Fulvio, ibid. carta 140, 141.
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of some blocks of stone, which have formed part
of the basement, and which are now included
-within the sacred precincts of the ¢ hired house of
St. Paul,” or, to speak more correctly, an ancient
-Christian chapel, which a pious tradition has thus
:consecrated. "¢

From a mutilated inscription found in the Piazza
Sciarra, it appears the remaining arch belonged to
Claudius, erected to that emperor on account of his
conquests in Britain and other victories at the ex-
tremities of the empire. '®* This may answer to the-
already cited “ Arcus Novus.”

By comparing the relative positions of these
three arches, as they once stood across the tri-
umphal road which led up to the Capitol, it will be
observed that the Via Flamina nearly coincided
with the present direction of the Corso. The
sepulchres of the Claudian family and of Bibulus
will serve to direct our steps, in following the tri-
umph, up to the Capitoline hill.

Piranesi has given the name of Septa Julia to
some remains under the Palazzo Pamfili, because:
they seem to resemble the form of some vestiges
marked in a fragment of the Pianta Capitolina ;
and he thinks the vaulted rooms under the church of
S. Maria in Via Lata, called the house of St. Paul,
were added to them at a later period. Without
any other guide, the ingenious artist begins to-

114 Roma Subterranea, tom. ii. p. 390.

115 See a mutilated inscription restored by Nardini, tom. iii.
p.115.; and comp. Swuetonius in vit. Claud. xvii. Also an
inscription to the same effect existing in the court of the
Palazzo Barberini.

16 See Ienograph, No. 10. and tom. iv. p.47.

E 4
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surround the Septa Julia with various edifices, — the
portico of Neptune under the church of St. Mark,
the portico of Europa near the S. Maria in Via Lata,
the portico of Pola and the Argonauts near the
same church ; and others have added the Villa Pub-
lica, where the foreign ambassadors were lodged :
this place, according to Varro!”, was very near
the ¢« Septa,” and its form is preserved in a medal
still extant; but as the situation of it is a mere
conjecture, so are the respective sites of those
other objects, which are mamly to be regulated by
it. All these things were in the ninth region,
but only some of them are found in the Region-
aries: it is better, therefore, to clear away these
names as they meet us in finishing our circuit. It
would, indeed, be interesting if we could trust the
conjectures of Piranesi and those antiquaries who
place the Septa under the Palazzo Pamfili"'®; for
it was there where the people assembled to elect
the magistrates in those assemblies called the
comitia. The place consisted of several compart-
ments for the different tribes, ' enclosed or fenced

117 De Re Rustica, lib. iii. cap. 2.

118 As I have no intention of entering into a critical examin-
ation of these various objects, I shall refer the curious reader at
once to Venuti, (Antichitd di Roma, tom.ii. p.82. and 117.)
where he will find abundance of references to Piranesi and to
medals; also an account of an excavation made in the Piazza
S. Marco in 1780, of which a full relation was given by the
Abbate Amaduzzi in the Novelle Litterarie di Firenze, 1780. 1
shall merely refer to the passage from Frontinus, which throws
a faint light upon the situation of the Septa (De Aqueduct.
art. 22. p. 76. edit. citat.), where the arches of the Aqua Vir-
ginis are said to have finished in front of it; on which see the
following Dissertation.

19 Cic.ad Attic. lib. iv. ep. 16.and Suet. in Jul. Cesar. cap. 26.
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round ; hence called the Sheep Folds, or Septa,
and sometimes ¢ Ovilia.” It was first built by
Agrippa, and is called by Rufus ¢ Septa Agrip-
pina;”’ but Agrippa called it Julia in honour of
_ Augustus. Between the Palazzo Pamfili and the
Piazza di S. Marco no vestiges of antiquity occur.

The person whose mind has been deeply en-
gaged, and followed us hitherto through so many
traces of fallen grandeur, may now be tempted to
repose his attention upon the modernised aspect of
the Via Flaminia, and thus be led to ponder over
the vicissitude of human affairs ; and amongst other
changes which ages have effected, as it regards the
triumphal road, there may be found some who will
recognise with a smile of complacency, that, of the
three arches which once adorned the Corso of
Rome, two bore the trophies of Britain subdued ;
but Britain has now erected her trophies far beyond
the limits of the Roman empire.
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DISSERTATION THE NINTH.

THE NINTH REGION, CALLED “ CIRCUS FLAMINIUS; AND THE
ELEVENTH REGION, CALLED  CIRCUS MAXIMUS.”

¢ Historias autem plures novisse oportet, quod multa ornamenta sepe in
operibus Architecti designant, de quibus argumentis rationem cur fecerint
quazrentibus reddere debent.” — Virruvius, D ARCHITECTURA.

TuE entrance into Rome by the Porta del Popolo,
—the spacious piazza with the Egyptian obelisk,
beyond which are displayed, at one view, the three
principal streets of the city, the new built terraces
of the Monte Pincio, and the subjacent edifices,
which have lately been reared or adorned for the
reception of the strangers of the north, — may not
be unworthy to compare with the ancient splen-
dour of the Via Flaminia; but the magnificent
approach to the Capitol through the Campus Mar-
tius, which Strabo admired and described, has
changed its appearance to that of a modern city.
Thus the stranger, when he first enters Rome, finds
his preconceived ideas dissipated at once, and that
the senate of kings and the nursery of warriors
were better imagined at a distance, in the pages of
Livy, or the enchanting lays of Virgil. Indeed, at
such a moment, there is neither leisure nor inclin-
ation to make comparisons, much less to divest the
mind -of its first impressions, and, by the aid of a
few ruins half concealed, to see, through seventeen
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centuries elapsed, the splendour of the Field of
Mars. We are now approaching the ninth region,
under different circumstances, — interested in all
that may serve to increase our knowledge and con-
ceptions of ancient Rome, and not diverted from
our pursuit by other impressions, which no longer
operate to the detriment of our researches.

The ninth region was named from a circus
originally erected by the unfortunate consul who
fell at the battle of Thrasimene. By a reference
to the limits of the seventh and eighth regions,
and to the direction already given to the walls of
Servius Tullius from the foot of the Capitoline
hill to the Tyber, no other definition of the bound-
aries of the ninth region need be given. It com-
prehended all that space lying between the two
regions just named and the river, extending from
th