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To His Hicuness the

DukxEeE of GLOUCESTER.:

S IR,

MONG all the Noble Prefages of /7.:

and Honour, there is not One by whici,

Your HicuNEss hath given greate:
Encouragement to the Hopes of thefe King-
doms, than by a furprifing Curiofity, and im-
patient Defire of Knowledge. For the Satis-
fying of fo Generous Inclinations, Yo U R
A2 Hicu-



The Epifile Dedicatory.

HicHNEss cannot but feek an early Acquaint<
ance’ with the Ramen State. It muft needs
pleafe You, Str, to underftand the Conftitu~
tion. of that Peopte, before you appear the
Rival of their Glory : And the firft Steps to
both thefe Attainments will be alike uneafy.
Many Fatigues are to be undergone ere You
furpafs them in A&ion and Condu&: And
in the fame Manner, before You are intro-
duced into the more delightful -Scenes of
their Policy and Government, Your HiGH=
NESs thould be fir/? prefented with the rough-
er Profpe® of their Cuftoms and Ceremo-
nies.

For Your Dire®ion in fo noble (though
intricate) a Path of Ancient Story, YoU R
HicHNEss is defired to accept this fmall En-
deavour, no otherwife than You would a few
Shadows,' or a little Model, to give You, Sir,
the firft Notion of fome admired Piture, or
fome magnificent Building.

‘ Tﬂxkz is one Cuftom which, I make my-
felf
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f21f believe, Your HicuNEss will read with
fome Pleafure ; I mean, Stn, the TROJA N
G A Mg, a Martial Exercife, performed by
the Youth of the firft Quality in Rome, under
fuch a Captain as YouRsELF; and deriving
its Original from young Afcanius; whom I
need not fear to mention as Your Precedent,
fince Yovu have already honoured him with
YouRr Imitation. | ‘
A : .

IT may be expeCted, perhaps, that, out of
the many illuftrious Romans, I thould here
propofe to Your HicHNEss fome of the moft
Celebrated Examples of Virtue and great 4t-
chicvements. But this would prove a needlefs
Piece of Service; fince Yo u cannot mifs
Your Way in the Purfuit of the Firff, while
Your HiGHNEss goes on like the Trojan
Prince, - .

Matre Dea monfirante Viam.

And to the Second, the thort Advice, which
‘ that



The Epiffle Dedicatory.
that Hero gave his Son, will cngage You as
the Higheft motive: .

—Te animo repetentem exempla tuorum,
Et Pater Eneas & Avunculus excitet HeGtor.

Iam, SIR,
Your HIGHNESS’s )
Mo} Humble and

Moft Obedient Servant,

Bafil Kennett.



toHE
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VT HE ufefulnefs of fucB a defign as this not being.
v~ like to be called in queftion, I am obliged no far-
ther than to give a fhort biffory of what attempts
" bave bithérto been made of the fame nature; with
« fome account of the prefent undertaking.
Not to make a catalogue of the many tracls on
- particular fubjefls of Roman antiquities, the two aus
thors moft in ufe for this knowledge are Rofinus and
- Godwin ; the firff as a full [yflem; the other as an
abridgement or compendium. We bhave nothing more
complete than Rofinus taken all together : But be will
appear very deficient in many points, if compared with
".other learned men, who bhave laboured in the adorning
Jome one part of bis general fubject. Thus, I believe,
bis Book of War has fcarce been looked into fince the
. publifbing of Lipfius’s admirable Comment on Poly-
s, His accounts of the babits, Senate; laws, and
funerals, will never be fet in competition with the
. more accurate picces of Ferrarius and Rubenius, of
Paulus Mamitius and Kirchman: Not to urge, that
the names, the money, the private games; with fe-
veral leffer topics, are entirely omitted ; and many
more fubfiantial cufloms but lightly touched. The Pa-
ralipomena of Dempfler, which are added in the beft
' B ‘ editions,
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editions, under the name of notes on this author, feem, ..
for the moft part, barely a tranfcript of common pla=; ..
ces, gathered from the claffics and other -wrtter:,‘- :
awith little conneclion ; and therefore, tho' they /Er‘vc,"
now and then, for a ﬁppkment to Rofinus, yet it is
impoffible they fhould be very infiructive. '
Godwin’s Anthologia (which we ufually meet
with in our fchools) befides that it wants all the
advantages which we bave recerved from the learn-
ed within thefe threcfeore years, is fo fhort and unz |
Jatisfactory in fubjects of the greateft confequence ; jb-'
crowded with phrafes, which are to be found in all :,
our diftionaries ; fo fuffed with long paffages of La- «
tin, untranflated ; has fo little method, and runs.foa
dry and heavy in the reading, that I fancy it is~a N
general wifb, it were exchanged for Jomething elfe.-
in tHe fame kind, of greater ufe, and more agrecable .
entertainment. .
For Cantelius de Romano Republica, To me tbe :
Jefuit feems wery unbappy, that by fpending half bu
book 1n grving us a long relation of the Roman wars, |
battles, deaths, &c. which moft perfons would ra
ther lcarn from the original bifforians, be bas
Siraitened bimfelf in.the remaining part, as to pcy}r
for no extraordinary cpitomizer. Befides that “he .-
cannot fpare room to fet down one word of autborztf
“for what be fays. .
As for thefe papers ; the two Fffays of the Raman .
“Learning and Lducation are, I think, what bas not- -
been before attempted in any lanquagc and on that
account will be the more eafily pardoned, if not tbc ,
better accepted in the world. The compendious bi _/lory
of the rife, pragrq/} and decay of the Statc, bas this
arv
. -!.

)
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, “af leaft to fay Jor itfelf, that it carries its ewn cre=
-~ Jentzal: along with it in conflant references to the an-
‘acnt wraters. I will not bere compofe a table of con-
Yents for the fecond part, which has run out into
Sfuch engtb as to make the body of the work ; only I
~may bint in a word or two, that the many omg[iom
ofRof inus andGodwin are largely fupplied, and fcarce
oy thing material (that I know of) paffed by : That
the city, with the famous fiructures of all forts, are
.“dtﬁrzbed  from the relations of eye-avitneffes, and au-
S thots of credit : That the laws which occur in the
I beg claffics, and often prove a great hindrance to the
¥ retder, are difpcfed under proper beads in a very
» cqrvemmt manner 3 and the trucf} accounts of their
~ Mport, and the time when they were made, collecled
r/‘mm the moft approved commentators, and from the
ired treatife of Manutius de Legibus Romanis :
at in fome fubjects it was thought proper to follow
for the moft part) one particular author, who had
~managed bis province with univerfal approbation ;
K 43 Sigonius in the Comitia and the Judgments ; Lip-
us in the Art of War, in the Gladiators, and in the
,'name.f Kirchman in the Funerals, and Brerewood”
Nih the Account of the Maney : That the curious re-
V. marks of Scaliger, Cafaubon, Grevius, Monfieur and
\Madam Dacier, are inferted on many occafions. In
". Jhort, that no pains or charges have been fpared,
" swbich might render the attempt truly ferviceable,
"1 the good end for which it was defigned, the plea-
) fare and benefit of the reader.
" X The great incorrectnefs of the fecond edition awas
1 d'ayioned by the hafte and: the neceffities of the then
“‘in_f'ortunate proprictor ; from wham no fight of the

4’ 2 Sheets
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Sheets cauld be obtained, till the 'wbale was fo di jlmnaura}?.%?
finifbed. ‘et the neceffary alterations and additions, éﬂrf ‘
given in, were inferted in their places. R was and is . Q;
all gratitude acknowledged, that the bef part of this qﬂjﬂﬁ '
ance hath been affsrded by.the late noble collections of #a
excellent Grevius, a catalogue of which is here fulyamed- e :
The compiler wifbes it may be imputed not 1o idlenefs, biukgd 3.
defi ign, that be hath borrowed only a mite from that trq’fa “,
fury. For intending an abridgement, not a full body, % a}
thought it alike unreafonable, either to fwell the bulk a &
the name and ufe, or to forbear fuch mprwement.b‘,g:
could fearce in honefly be denied ; either to burthex ?e
reader for the bookfeller’s advantage, or, under a predéace’ ‘
¢f caling the former, to injure both. This mew impre, _’*,
bas not only been amended by a careful fupervifaly, but = ;e
dorned by the beauty of the letter, and of the addzﬂf '.

o
0

~
-

_/Z‘ulpture;. But the cbhicf recommendation of the defign

owing to the favourable acceptance and kind encouragencys
of private perfons and of fotieties, efpecially of a royal cﬂ& i}
moft flourifhing feminary, to which our thanks can be #:; 1‘
turned in no better wifbes, than that it may for ever con‘ g‘
nue in the fame bappy flate, and under the like prudent ga- -3,
wernment and direction. 'I 7’;‘
. =P ”E’
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.

Of the RoMAN Learning.

WHOE V ER confiders the ftrange beginning of the Ro-

man ftate, the frame and conftitution on which it was
firlt fettled, together with the quality of the original mem-
bers, will think it no wonder that the people, in that early
age, thould have a kind of fiercenefs, or rather wildnefs in
their temper, utterly averfe to every thing that was polite
and agreeable. This.favage difpofition by degrees turned in-
toarigid feverity, which encouraged them to rely folely on
the force of their native virtue and honour, without being
beholden to the advantage of art, for the improvement of
their reafon, or for the affiftance of their courage. Hence a
ﬁroﬂ'nefs of invention palled current with them for wit, and
udy was looked on as an unmanly labour ; efpecially while
they found, that their exa& difcipline, and unconquered re-
fclution, rendered them mafters of nations much more know-
ing than themfelves. All this is frankly acknowledged by
their own authors : Litere in homine Romano go for*a won-
der with Tully *. And Virgil, in a reign when all the ci-
vility and learning of the world were tranfplanted to Rome,
chufeth to make she art- of government and war the diftin-
guithing excellencies of his countrymen :

Excudent alii [pirantia mollids #ra,

Credo equidem : vives ducent de marmore vultus ;
Orabunt caufas melius ; calique meatus
Deferibent radio, & furgentia fidera dicent :

Tu regere imperio populos, Romane, memento :
He tibi erunt artes ; pacifque imponere morem,
Parcere fubjeltis, & debellare fuperbos 1.

Others
* D¢ Nat. Deor, lib, 1. De Séuﬂnn. 1 dencid. 6.
: . 0
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Others fhall beft infpire the mimic brafs,

Or out of marble carve a living face ;

Plead with more force, and trace the heav’nly roads;
Defcribing the wide empire of the gods :

The wand’ring ftars to fteady rules confiné,

And teach expecting mortals when they’ll thine.

Thee heavens, brave Roman, form’d for high command,
Be thefe thy arts, from thy victorious hand,

To make glad nations own their peace beftow’d,

To fpare ﬁ:e fuppliant, and pull down the proud.

The reafon. which Horace gives for -the {low advances- of
poely will hold in every other part of polite learning :

Serus emim Gracis admevit acumina chartis *,

Their little acquaintance with the fine wits of Greece, who
had (ettled the ftaple of aris and learning in that country,
_ deprived them of an opportunity to cultivate and beautify their
* genius, which was formed by nature capable of the higheft
atrainments. Some kind of poetry, indeed, they had in their
ruftic times, but then the verfes were fuch rude, doggrel
ftuff, as old Ennius deferibes :

Qualis Fauni vatefque cancbant, )
Quum neque Mufarwn [copaios quifguan: [uperdrat,
Nec difti fluciofus erat.

Cicero is inclined to think, that the old Romaris might pro-
bably have gained fome little knowledge in philofophy from
the inftructions of Pythagoras, the famous author of the ltalic
Se&, who flourifhed in Italy about the fame time as the Tar.
quins were expelled the city. But the ancient cuftom of fing-
ing to the flute the praifes of famous men at great entertain-
ments, is the only relic he can find of this do&rine which was
delivered in poetical numbers t. :

Their intercourfe with Greece began upon their undertaking
the defeuce of that country againft Philip ot Macedon, who
had a defign on its liberty about the year of Rome 555; when,
according to their ufual practice, under the name of deliverers,

. ~ : they
* Lib. 2. Bpift. 1.+ Cicero Tufe. Quefl. lib. §.
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they made themfelves rather the mafters of that people. And
then,

Gracia capta ferum viftorem cepit, & artes

Intulit agrefi Latio *. .

The greateft number of ¢minent poets, efpecially dramaric
writers, flourithed between the end of the firft and the third
Punic wars ; or from the year of the city 512 10.607. The
molt coniiderable were, Livius Andronicus, Nzvius, Ennius,
Pacuvius, Accius, Czcilius, Plautus, Afranius, Terence, and
Lucilius. And therefore Horace means only the firft Puni¢
war, when he fays, )

Et poft Punica bella quictus, querere cepit, ‘
Quid Sophocles, & Thefpis & Lfechylus utile ferrent &
Tentavit quegue, rem fi digne vertere poffet t+.

The ftudies of philofophy and rhetoric never made any toler-

able progrefs before the arrival of the Achaians,who in the year
of Rome 586 or 587, to the number of a_thoufand, or more,
were fent for out of their own country, where they had thown
themfelves difaffeted to the Romans, and were difperfed in fe-
veral parts of Italy. Among thefe was the famous Polybius the
. Megalopolitan, whofe great parts and learning not only gain-
ed him the entire friendfhip of Scipio ZEmilianus and Lalius,
two of the greateft Romans in that age, but procured too the
releafe of all his countrymen that remained after fome years
exile. .
Moft of that company, though not equal to Polybius, yet
being the principal members of the chief cities in Greece,
brought away a great fhare of the politenefs and refined arts
of that country : And being now reduced to a ftate of life,
which took from them all thoughts of public altion, they ap.
plied themfelves wholly to the purfuit of letters, as well to di-
vert the fad refle&ions of their banifhment, as to improve and
cultivate their mind §. ]

In afew years their examples and inftructions had wroughe
fuch aftrange converfion in the Roman youth, that the fenate,
fearing let the ancient difcipline fhould by this means be cor-
rupted, and the minds of the people foftened and enervated by
ftudy, confulted how to put a ftop to this vein of politenefs,
fo contrary to the rough and warlike difpofitions of their

: . anceftors,

® Lib. 2. Epift. 1, . } Bid. } Cafubon. Chrowsl. ad Polyb; @
€mmext. ad Sucton. d¢ Grammat.
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anceftors. To this purpofe, we meet with a decree bearing
date in the confulthip of C. Fannius Strabo, and M. Valerius
Meflula, A. U. C. 392 ; by which it appears, ¢ that whereas
¢¢ Marcus Pomponius the prator had made a report to the fe-
* ¢ mate about the philolophers and rhetoricians, the fathers did
¢¢ hereby order the faid prztor to take cognizance of the bu.
¢ finefs, and to fuffer no fuch men in Rome *.”

The eager paflion for learning, which this prohibition had
in fome meafure allayed, broke out with greater heat and force
about fixteen years after, upon this famous occafion, as the
ftory may be made up out of feveral authors 1.

The Athenians having plundered Oropus,acity of Betia, the -
inhabitants made their complaint at Rome ; the Romans refer-
ring the cafe to the judgment of the Sicyonians, a mulét of 500
talents was impofed ou the Athenian ftate. Upon this account
it was refolved, that commiflioners fhould be fent to the Roman
fenate to procure a mitigation of the fine. The perfons pitched
on for'this fervice were Carneades the academic, Diogenes the
ftoick, and Critolaus the peripatetick. About the time of their
coming authers are very little agreed ; but Petavius and Ca.-
faubon fix it in the fix hundred and third year after the
building of Rome. Moft of the ftudious youths immediately
waited on the old gentlemen at their arrival, and heard them
difcourfe frequently with admiration. It happened too, that
they had each of them a different way in their harangues ; for
the eloquence of Carneades was violent and rapid, (.gritolaus’s
neatand fmooth, that of Diogenes modeft and fober. Carneades
one day held a full and accurate difputation concerning juftice ;
the next day he refuted all that he had faid befere by a train
of contrary arguments, and quite took away the virtue that
he feemed fo firmly to have eftablifhed. This he did to fhew his
faculty of confuting all manner of pofitive aflertions; for he was
the founder of the Second Academy, a fe& which denied thatany
thing was to be perceived or underftood in the world, and fo
introdueed an univerfal fufpenfion of affent. Itfoon flew about
thecity,thata certain Gracian,(by whom they meant Carneades) -
carrying all before him, had imprefled fo ftrange a love upon
the young mea, that, quitting all their pleafures and paftimes,
they run mad, as it were, after philofophy. This to the genera-
lity of people was a very pleafant fight, and they rejoiced ex-

' ' tremely

®" Sucton. de Clar. Grammat. cap. 1. A. Gell. lib. 15. cap. 11.
+ Plst. Cai. mejor. 4. Gel I'b. 7. cap. 14. Macrcb. Sat. 1. cap. I§.
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wemely to find their fous wel.ome the Gracian literature in fo -
kind a manner. But old Cato the centor tock it much to heart,
fearing left the youth, being diverted by fuch entertainments,
fhould prefer the glory of (peaking to that of acting. So that,
the fame of the philolophers increafing every day, he refolved
to fend them packing as foon as poffible. With this defign,
coming into the fenate, he accufed the magiftrates for nét giving
the Ambaffadors a fpeedier difpatch ; they being perfons wha
could eafily perfuade the people to what they pleafed. He ad-
vifed, therefore, that in all hafte fomething fhould be conclu-

" ded on, that, being fent home to their own {chools, they might
declaim to the Greccian children, and the Roman youth might
be obedient to their own laws and governors as formerly.

The fame grave difciplinarian, to fright his fon from any
thing of the Grzcians, ufed to pronounce, like the voice of an
oracle, in a harther and louder tone than ordinary, ¢ That the
¢ Romans would certainly be deftroyed when they began once
¢ to be infected with Greek.” But it is very likely that he
afterwards altered his mind ; fince his learning Greek in his
old age is a known ftory, and depends on good authority *.
The Lord Bacon fays, ¢ It was a judgment upon him for his
¢¢ former blafphemies 1.”

The ambafladors, apon the motion of Cato, had a quick
difmiflion, but left fo happy an inclination in the young gen-
tlemen to philofophy and good letters, that they grew every
day more enamoured of ftudy ; and fhowed as much diligence
in their purfuits of knowledge as they had ever done in their

. applications to war.

In the year of whe city 608 or 609, Greece, which had hi.
therto retained fome fhadow of liberty, tho’ it had been a long
while at the Romans command, was, upon fome flight occafion,
entered with an army under L. Muminius, and reduced to the
common ftate of the other conquered nations.* This exploit
happening in the very fame year that Carthage wasdeftroyed by
P. Scipio /Emilianus, it will be very pleafing to obferve the dif-
ferent genius of the two commanders, who had the honour of
thefe atchievements; and to fee how politenefs and the ancient
fimplicity were now at ftrifein Rome. Mummius was {o far un-
fkilled in the curious inventions of art, that, after the taking
of Corinth, when a great number of admirable pictures and
ftatues, by the beft mafters, came into his hands, he told

the

® Cicero Academ. 1. De Seacl. Quinflilian. Infl. 1id. 12, eap. 11,
t+ Advancement of learning, Book 1.



the fervants that were to carry them into Italy, ¢ If they loft
¢* any by the way, they fhould certainly find him new ones in
<¢ their room *.”

Scipio, on the other hand, to the courage and virtue of an-
cient heroes, had joined a profound knowledge of the fciences,
with all the graces and ornaments of wit. l'ﬁs patronage was
courted by every one that made any figure in learning. Pa-
nztius, whom Tully calls the Prince of the Stoicks, and the in-
comparable hiftorian Polybius, were his bofom friends, the af-
filters of his ftudies at home, and the conftant companions of
his expeditions 1. To which may be added the remark of a
very great man, ‘¢ That he pafled the foft hours of his life in
¢¢ the converfation of Terence, and was thought to have a part
“ in the compofition of his comedies {.”

The higheft pitch of the Roman grandeur, in the time of the
commonwealth, is thought. to have been concluded before the
final reducion of Carthage and of Greece || ; and the common
reafon afligned for its decay is, that Athens, b¢ing now become
the mart of the world for wit and breeding, imported the
arts of debauchery, among her more noble productions, to
Rome ; and maintained their luxury, as well as their {tudies and
converfations, at her charge. But however their ancient prowefs
might decline, it is certain the conqueft of the great empire of
fcience-wag now carried on more vigoroufly thanever. The tide
of learning and humanity ran every day with greater force,
and, after the famous Cato, fcarce met with any to oppofe it.
Between this period and the death of Sylla, (fcarce feventy
years) the moft renowned orators, Crafflus and Antony, ruled
the forum, who were fucceeded by Sulpicius, Cotta, Hortenfius,
and other great names recorded by Thully in his Brutus. At the
fame time, the two Scxvola, the Augur, and the Pontiff, ad-
vanced civil law to its full perfettion. And Lucretius, (who
wrote about the time of the Jugurthine war) as he excelled e-
ven the Graxcian difciples of kpicurus, in explaining and defend-
ing his doctrine, fo.he directs us where to begin, in fixing the
height and purity of the Roman poefy and ftyle §, Philofo.
phers were now in univerfal honour and requeit, being invited
trom all parts for the education and inftruction of young no-
blemen, and for advice and afliftance of the greateft minifters

of
® Vell. Paterc. lib. 1. cap. 13. { Sir will. Temple's Mifeell,

+ . -
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of ftate. ‘And what is moft furprifing, arts and civility were
rather encouraged than frighted away by the wars, and the
Mufes, like thejr patronefs ﬁ’[incrva, had very often their refi-
dence in the camp.  Sylla himfelf wrote two and twenty books,
of memoirs*, and centributed in an extraordinary manner
to the advancement of knowledge, by tranfporting to Rome.
the famous library of Apellicon the Peripatetick, in which were
moft of Ariftotle’s and Theophraftus’s works, which had been

long unknown to the greateft part of his followers t.

ylla’s rival, Marius, was the only man of note, in that
age, who retained the old fournefs and unpolithed manner of
firt Romans. He indeed would never ftudy Greek, nor
foffer that language to be ufed in any matters of confequence ;
as thinking it ridiculous to beftow time in that learning, the

teachers whereof were little better than flaves 1.

But then Lucullus, who fucceeded Sylla in the military glory,
a3 to matters of learning was much his fuperior. In his youth
he had fo abfolute a command of the two only tongues then
In requeft, that, upon a proje& of compiling an hiftory, he -
fairly took his chance, whether he fhould write in Greek or
Latin, in profe or verfe. And after all his feats of arms in the
Mithridatic war, when he was deprived of his command by
the prevailing faltion of Pompey, the great employment of his
Privacy and retreat was the promoting of knowledge. With
this defign he built a library, furnithed it with a vaft num-
ber of books fairly tranfcribed, and made it free to all comers.
The walks and fchools, which he raifed near the library, were
dlways full of Gracians, who, retiring thither from bufinefs, di.
verted one another with conferences and debates, in the fame
manner as was ufed in their own country ; making advantage
of friendly converfation toward the improvement of their un.
derftandings. Lucullus himfelf often ftudied there, fometimes
difputing with the learned men, and fometimes giving his ad-
vice in matters of ftate, to thofe that defired it; though he med-
dled with no public bufinefs in perfon. He was very well ver-
fed in all the fets of philofophy, but adhered clofely to the old
academy, whereas his friend Cicero was a great ftickler for the
new. Hence it is that we find the latter book of the Acade-
mic Queftions infcribed Lucullus, where that great man is
brough't in defending the opinions of his fe& §. ™

e

* Phtarchus in Sylla.  § Toid. &. Swrabo, lib. 13, § Pintarch, in Maris.
) Pinterchys ia Lucatio, D ’ : ‘
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The whole majefty of language, and height of eloquence,
fhone out, as it were, all at once, in Tully ; Fo that Paterculus
has well obferved, Deleftari ante eum pauciffimis, mirari verd
neminem poffis, nifi aut ab illo vifum, aut qui illxm viderit ®.
" Perhaps the fame remark will hold good in his philofophy ;
or, at leaft, with refpe@ to his predeceflors, the latter ftudy
will yield him an equal praife with the former. For to handle
this {ubjet in Latin profe, was purely a new province referved
for his management, and left” untouched till that time by the
Jearned. Thus much' he lets us know in feveral parts of his
works, particularly in his poem to the Tufculan Qeeftions i
where at the fame time he gives us a thert account ot the pro-
srefs and advances of arts among the Romans, infinitely worth
the tranfcribing : Meum femper judicium fuit, &e. ¢ ft was al-
¢¢ ways my-opinion,” fays he, ¢ that etther our countrymes
¢ have been more happy in theit inventions of every kind, than
¢ the Greeks; or, That they have made a vaft improvement
¢¢ in whatever they borrowed from that natien, and thought
¢¢ worth their while to pelith and refine. For as to the eon‘}u&
¥ of life, and the rules of breeding and behavidur, together withy
$¢ the management of family concerns, we are mafters of more ex-
¥ a&nefs, and have 3 much genteeler air. * If we afcend to the
# governing and regulating of public fpirits, our anceftors may
¢¢ juftly claim the preference in thiis part of wifdom, on account
¢¢ of their admirable laws and inftitutions. In military affairg
¢¢ we have made a more confiderable advance than any before
 us, which is owing no lefs to our difcipline, than to our na-
¢ tive bravery. -
¢ It is true, Greédee has always had the renown beyond us for
¢¢ their attainments in every part of learning, and it was an
¢ eafy matter to conquer, when they met with no oppofition.
¢¢ Poetry, the moft ancient fort of writing, had hut a late re-
¢¢ ception among us : For Livius Andronicus prefented his firft
#¢ dramatick piece si1e (it thould be g14) years after the building
¢¢ of Rome, in the Confulfhip of C. Claudws, fon to Appiug
¢¢ Czcus, and M. Tuditanus, a year before the birth of Ennius,
¢t who is fenior to Plautus and Nevius.?? ’ '
As he goss on, he attributes the flow progrefs of poefy to
the want of due reward and encouragerent, and tells us, thag
in a public oration of Cato’s, it was objeczd as a reproach
to Marcus Nobilior, that he had carried the poet Ennius with
Aim tp Zolia, when he went to refide there as governer : That
' - 3 there
¢ f. lib. 3. cap. 37.
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there wis no part of the fathematics.(which the Gracians
efteemed fo honourable,a ftudy) of ufe in Rome, but the bare
practice of meafuring and cafting accompts. For oratory, he
obferves, that the Romans embraced this very foon, bat at firft
without the advantage of a learned inftitution ; which were
afterwards adted with fo much fuccefs, as to fet them on equal
terms with the moft eloquent mafters of Greece : But that
philofophy hdd lain negleéted till that time, and had met with
no eminent author to adorn it in the Latin tongue. ‘1 his
therefore he profefleth to undertake as his proper office ; and
how happily he fucceeded in the attempt, his works on that
fubje& will be 4 lafting argument.

f we compare Tully with his friend Atticus, we find theni
both together anfwering the two excellent ends of philofophy;
the fervice of the public, and the private eafe and tranquillity
of an inoffenfive life : The former direGted all his ftudies t0°

-aitiony in the defence of the conmonwealth, and the oppo-
fing all defigns on its liberty: The latter; by never enter-
ing the fcene of bufinefs, made himfelf equally honoured and
courted by all parties, from Sylla to Auguftus Czfar. The
one gained to himfelf more glory, the other more hearty
love and efteem; and I believe moft perfons would be inclin-
&d to follow Atticus, and to commend €icero. ' ’

Craflus, Pompey, Antony, Cafar; Cata, dnd ﬂrutus; who
inade fuch a noife in the world, almoft all at the fame timey
were the moft refined fcholars of their age. The three firft
indeed confined themfelves to the praice of elogquence, till
they were wholly diverted by the profeffion of arms. But the
three laft, as they outfhone the former in oratory, fo they had
made much greatet advances in the other parts of human
learaing. Poetry and philofophy were the diverfion of Cz.
far’s lesture hours; and his hiftory will be the model of good
bnguage, as long-as himfelf is the exaniple of great achieve-
ments.

The whole condué of €ato’s life fhows hiny a greater ftoick
than the moft rigid profeflors of that {e& ; or, however they
might equal him in Rnowledge, it is certain hé fhamed thent
in practice.

Brutus had been a hearer of all the fe@s of philofophers,
and made fome proficiency in every one. When a foldier
tnder Pompey, in the civil wars, all the time that he was 1t
the camp, except what he fpent in the general’s company,
-he employed in reading a_mi) ftudy. And the very day befc‘);g

F
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the decifive battle at Pharfalia, though it was then the midd®
of fummer, and the camp under many inconveniencies, and he
himfelf extremely haraffed and ut of order ; yet while others
“were either laid down to fleep, or taken up with apprehenfions
about the iffue of the fight, he fpent all his_time, till the
evening, in writing the epitome of Polybius *.

It is univerfally {ﬁown, that the Roman literature, as well
as empire, was in its higheft afcendant under Auguftus. All
the delicate fruits, tranfplanted from Greece, were now in
their bloffom, being cherithed by the calmnefs of the feafon,
and cultivated by the hand of an emperor.

I have often wondered that Mzcenas fhould all along carry
away the fole honour of encouraging the wit and knowledge
of this reign ; when it feems probable that he acted only in
imitation of his mafter ; as the humours of princes commonly
determine the inclinations of their favourites. The quite con-
trary happened to the other great minifter Agrippa ; the glory
of his exploits was referred to the emperor, whilft the empe-
ror’s bounty advanced Macenas’s efteem. And, indeed, the
celebration of Auguftus’s triumphs, and the panegyrics on

 his piety, were fufficient to fet him out in the moft taking co-
Tours : But, had Mzcenas been denied the fhining chara&er of
a patron, he might haverolled on in filence among Epicurus”s
herd, and we fhould fcarce have feen him drawn Ey the poets
hands, unlefs in the fame pofture as Silenus :

Inflatum beflerne venas, ut femper, laccho =
Serta procul capiti tantim delapfa jaccbant,
Et gravis attritd pendebat cantharss anfd §.

But which ever of the two was the nobler patren, Auguftas
muft be acknowledged to have been the greater fcholar. And
for proof we need go no farther than Suetonius, who has fpent
no lefs than fix chapters on the learning of this emperor. His
prodigious induftry in the ftady of eloquence and liberal arts;
his labour in compofiug every thing that he fpoke in pablic,
though he had a very good faculty at extempore harangues ; his
polite and clean flyle ; his accurate knowledge of the Grecian
literature, by the afliftance of their beft maiters of rhetoric
and philofophy ; the thirteenth book of* the hiftory of his

own
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Usds tremor terris : qud vi maria alta tumefoant
Obictbus ruptis, rurfufque in feipfa refidant s . -

uid tantum Oceano properent fe tingere foles
lyberni : vel que 1ardis mora noltibus obften

For me, the firft deftre, which does controul

Al the inferior wheels that move my foul,

Is, that the mufe ore her high-priet would make;

Into her holy fcenes of myfiery take,

And open thete, to my mind’s purged eye,

‘Thofe wonders whicki to fen{e the gods deay ; |

How in the moon fuch chaage of fhapes is found ;

The moon, the changing world’s eternal bgund :

‘What fhakes the folid earth : what firong difeafe

Dares trouble the far centre’s ancient eafe :

What makes the fea retreat, and what advance ;

Varieties too regular for chasce : L :

What drives the chariot on of wiater’s light,

And ftops the lazy waggon of the might. =~
Mr CowLky,

_ After Augults, the Rothan mufes, as well as the ez{:g‘
Rooped from their former beight ; and perhaps one of chee
misfortanes might be a nece confequence of the other, I
am very forry when I find either of them attributed to the
change of government, and the fettlement of the monarchy :
For, had the maxims and the example of Auguitus been pur-
faed by his fucceflors, the empire; in all probability,; might
have been much more glorious than the commonwealch. But
while a new fcheme o% politics was introduced by Tiberius,
and the Cxfars began to a& what the Tarquins would have
been athamed of, the learning might very well be corrupted,
together withghe manners and the difcipline, and all beyond
any hopes of a recovery.

It cannot be denied, that fome of the worft princes were
the moft paffionate affeters of learning, particularly Tiberius,
Claudius, and Nero: But this rather deterred other men from
fuch attempts, than encouraged them in their purfuits; while
an applauded fcholar was as much envied as a fortunate
commander ; and a rival in wit accounted as dangerous as a
contender for the empire ; the firft being certainly the more
hard combatant, who dared challenge his mafters at their own
weapons. . :

Whatever
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‘Whatever eflays wére made ta recover the languithing are
nnder Vefpafian, Titus, and Domitian, (for this t00 Was
am encourager .of. poefy, though he banifhed she phifefaphers)
fcarce ferved to any better purpofe than to demonitrate the
poor fuceefs of ftady and application, while the ancient genius
was wanling... . - L

In the fix méxt. reigmsiimmediacely following Domitian;

learning feews 1o hgve emjoyed a fort of lucid interval, and
the banithed favourite was again admitted to the court, being
highly countenanced and applanded by the beft feét of psinces
Rome ever faw. : . : -

Not to inquire after the producions of the other reigns, the
ufeful labours of Tacitus, Suetonius, and Pliny junior, will
make tlie’ govérnment of Trojan more famous than all his feats:
of arms. ' If they are lefs happy in their language than the
_ ancients, ‘inr other refpeds, perhaps, they have overmatched
them; the hiftoridns in the delicacy ef their politics, and
the fincere truth of their relations ; and the orater- in _hig
wit and good fenfe. If we add to thefe Plytarch, who wrote
moft- of his works in Rome, and was henoured by Trajmn with
the confulthip ; and Quintilian, who flourified a very little
time before ; they may pafs for thé twilight of ledrning after
she fum-fet of the Augnftan age, or rather be referbled 1o ¢
glimmering .taper, which cafts a double light when it i jo
on the point of expiring. - IR

It is an obfervation of Sir William Temple, That all the
Latin books which we have *till the end of Trajan, and all the
Greek ’till the end of Marcus Antoninus, have true and very
eftimable value ; but that all, written fince that time, owe
their price purely to our curiofity, and not their own worth
and.excellense. - i
" But the pority of the tangue was long before corrupted,
and ended, in 8ir William Temple’s judgment, with Velleius
Paterculus under Tiberius. The reafon he affigns for this de-
cay is, the ftrange refort of the ruder nations to Rome, after
the conquef} of their own country.

Thus the Gauls and Germans flocked in multitudes both to
the army and the city, after the reducing of thofe parts by
;ulius Czfar, Auguftus, and Tiberius, as many Spdniards and

- Syrians had done before on the like acceunt ; but the greateft
confluence of foreigners followed upon the viories of Trajan
in the eaft, and his eftablifament of the three new provinces,

Armenia, Aflyria, and Mefopotamia. Aud though Adrian vo-

' ' ' lugtarily
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Juntarily relinquithed thefe'new acquifitions, yet the prodigi-

ous fwarms of the natives, who had waited on his predecef-

%rs triumphs, were ftill obliged to live in Rome in the con-
tien of flaves. - :

The greateft part of the fucceeding princes, who found it fo
hard an enterprize to defend their own territories, had litde
leifure ar concern to guard the pofleffions of the mufes. And
therefore Claudian in thofe verfes of his panegyric on Stilico, .

Hinc prifce redeunt artes, felicibus inde
Ingeniis aperitur iter, defpelague Mufe
Colla levant ;

is guilty of a ‘great piece of flattery, in making that minifter
the reftorer of polite ftudies, when it is plain, that in his time
(under Honorius) were the laft frugglings of the Roman ftate.

The Goths and Vandals, who foon carried all before them,
might eafily fright learning and fciences off the ftage, fince
they werg, already fo much out of countenance ; and thus rén.
der the conquerors of the univerfe as rough and illiterate as
their firft progenitors. : :

In this manner, the inundations of the barbarous people
proved equally fatal to arts and empire ; and Rome herfelf,
when fhe ceafed to be the miftrefs of the world, in 3 little
sime quite forgot to fpeak Latin, -

ESSAY
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provide and cooftitute rules for the education of children ¢
and makes the remiflnefs in this early difcipline the chief
caufe of the feditious and turbulent temper of that people, and
what contributed highly to’ the ruin of the commonwealth *.
Thus much, indeed, feems to be agreed on by the latter hifto-
rians, that, in the loofer tiines of the empire, the fhameful nc.
gligence of parents atid inftriors, with its neceflary confg-
quence, the* corruption’ and decay of ' morality and good let-
ters, ftruck a very great blow towards the diffolving of that
glorious fabric. But in the rifing ages of Rome, while their
primitive integrity and virtue flourithed with their arms and
tommand, the training up of yoyth was looked on as a moft
facred duty ; and they thought themfelves 'in -the higheft man-
ner obliged to leave fit fucceflors to the empire of the world.
So that, ypon a fhort furvgy of the whole method of difcipline,
from the birth to the entrance on public bufinefs, they will
appear fo. far to have exceeded the wifdom and care of other
pations, as to contend for this glory even with the ancient
Spartans, whom Plutarch has magnified fo much beyond them ;
elpecially, if we agree with a great judge, that the taking nq
gare about the learning, but only about the lives and man.
pers of children, may. be juftly thought a defet in Lycurgus’s
inftitution . g . T

© Quintilian (or Tacitus) in the Dialogne de Orataribus, gives
an excellent account of the old way of breeding children, and
j‘;ets it off with great advantage, by comparing it with the mo-

ern, '

‘¢ As foon as the child was born, he was not given in charge
¢ to an hired nurfe, to live with her in fome pitiful hole that
¢ ferved her for lodgings, but was brought up in the lap and
¢ bofom of the mother, who reckoned it among her chief com-
¢ mendations, to keep the houfe, and attend on the children.
¢« Some ancient matron was pitched on out of the neighbours,
- ¢ whofe life and manners rendered her worthy of that office,
¢« to whofe care the children of every family were committed ;
¢¢ before whom it was reckoned the moft heinous thing in the
<« world to fpeak an ill word, or ta do an ill a&ion. léor had
¢¢ {he an eye only on their inftruction, and the bufinefs that
¢ they were to follow, but with an equal modefty and gravity
¢ fhe regulated their very divertifementsand recreations. Thus

o ' . ¢ Cornelia,

@ Plytarch, Compar. of Nwma and Lycarg. + Archbitbop  Zilloifon’s Serw
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?‘ Cornelia, Aurelia, and Attica, mothers to the Gracchi, Jus
¢ lius Czfar, and Auguftus, are reported to have undertaken
¢ the office of governefles, and.to have employed themfelves
“ in the education of noblemen’s children. The ftriGnefs and
¥ feverity of fuch an inftitution had this very good defign;
¢¢ that the mind; being thus preferved in' its primitive inne~
¢ cence and integrity, and not debauched by ill cuftom or ilk
¢ example, might apply itfelf with the gredteft willingnefs to
¢ liberal arts, and embrace them with all its powers and fa-
¢ culties. That, whether it was particularly inclirfed either to
¢ the profeflion of arms, or to the underftanding of the law;
¢ or to the practice of eloquence, it might make that its only
¢ bufinefs, and greedily drink in the whole knowledge of the
¢ favourite ftudy, _ S .
. % But naw the young infant is given in charge to fome poor
¢ Grzcian wench, and one or two of the ferving.men, pers
¢ haps; are joined in the commiffion ; generally the meaneft
¢ and moft ill-bred of the whole pack, and fuch as are unfit
¢ for any ferious bufinefs. From the ftories and tattle of fuch
¢ fine companions, the foft 4nd flexible nature muft take itg
¢ ficft impreflion 2nd bent. Over the whole family there is not
¢ the leait cate taken of what is faid or done before the child 3
¢ while the very parents, inftead of inuring their dear little
i ones to virtue and modefty; accuftom them, on the quite
¢ contrary, to licentioufnefs and wantonnefs, the natural ree
“ fult of which; is a fettled impudence, and a contempt of
“ thofe very parents, and every body elfe.” . . -

Thus, although the care and inftruction of youth; among
the old Romans, had been provided for by the public laws, a¢
m the Spartan ftate, yet the voluntary diligence of parents
would have made all fuch regulations fuperfluous.
~ Among the dometftic cares, it will not be from the purpofe
to take particular notice of one, which required little trouble
or difficulty; and yet proved as beneficial and ferviceable as any
other inftirution : I mean the ufing children to fpeak the lan.
guage purely at firft, by letting them hear nothing but the tru- -
+ eft and moft proper phrafe. By this only advantage feveral
perfons arrived at the brdinary repute in the forum, who were
fo unhappy as to want many other qualifications.

Tully fays, that the Gracchi were educated, non tam in gre«
o gudm in fermone matris : And he reports of C. Curio, who'
was reckoned the third orator of his time, that he underftood
110 poet, had read no books of eloquence, had made no hiftoricak
¢ K 2 - colle&ions,
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colledions, and had no kuowledge of the public dr:private pare
of the law. The only thiug which gained him his applaufe
wasa clean fhining phrafe, and a fudden quicknefs and fluency
of expreflion. This he got purely by the benefit of his privare
cducation ; being ufed to fuch a corre® and polithed way of
fpeaking in the honfe where hie was brought up *.

* For mafters, in the firt place, they had the Literatores, or
Ppzpparcai, who taught the children to read and write : To
thefe they were committed about the age of fix or feven
years +. Being come from under their care, they.were fent
to the grammar fchools, to learn the art of fpeaking well, and
the underftanding of authors; or more frequently, in the houfe
of great men, fome eminent grammarian was entertained for
that.employment. )

It is pleafant to cenfider, what prudence was ufed in thefe
early years to inftil into the children’s minds a love and in-
clination to the forum, whence théy were toexpeét the greatef¥
fhare of their honours and preferments. For Cicerotells Atticus,
in his fecond book de Legibus, that when they were boys, they
ufed to learn the famous laws of the twelve tables by heart
in the fame manner as they did an excellent poem. And Plu-
tarch relates in his life of the younger Cato, that the véry
children had a play, in which they a&ed pleadings of caufes
before the judges 3 accufing one another, and carrying the
condemned party to prifon. T

The mafters already mentioned, together with the inftructors
in the feveral forts of manly exercifes, for the improving of
their natural ftrength and force, do not properly deferve that
name, if fet in view with the rhetoriciaus and philofophers ;-
who, after that reafon had difplayed her faculties, and efta-
blithed her command, were employed to cultivate and adorn
the advanrages of nature, and to give the laft hand toward the
forming of a Roman citizen. Few perfons made any great fi-
gure on the fcene of aiion in their own time, or in hiftery
afterwards, who, befides the conftant frequenting of public
le&ures, did not keep with them in the houfe fome eminent
profeflor of oratory or wifdom.

I have often thought, that one main reafon of the prodigi-
ous progrefs made by young gentlemen under thefe private
wators, was the perfet love and endéarment which we find

’ to

¥ Gigi in Bra.. 4 Dacicr in Horat. Sat. 1. Lib. 1.
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to have been between mafter and fcholar, by which means
government and inftruion proceeded in the {weeteft and ea-
fielt way. All perfons in the happy ages of Rome had the
fame honour and refpe& for their teachers as Perfius had for
his mafter, Coirnutus the ftoic, td whom, addrefling himfelf in
his firft fatyr, he thus admirably defcribes his own love and
piety to his governor, and the firi@t friendfhip that was be<
tween them. . -

Cumgue iter ambigwswm eff, & vita nefcius érror
.. Diducit trepidas ramgfa in compita mentes,
Me. tibi fuppofui : teneros tu fufcipis annos
Socratico, Cornute, finu ; tunc fallere folers
Appofita intortds extendit regula mores ;
Bt premitur ratione animus, vincigue laberat,
Artificemgue tdo ducit fub pollice vultum.
Tecum etenitn longos memini confumere foles ;
Et tecum primas cpulis decerpere noclies.
_.Unum opus, & requiem pariter difponibus ambo,
Atque verecundd Z:.;'amuf Jeria menfd.

. Non equidem boc dubites amborum feedere certo
Confentire dies, & ab uno fidere duci. .

Noftra vel aguali fufpendst tempora libré

" Parca temax veri, [eu nata fidelibus hora
Dividit in Geminos concordia fata duorum 3
Saturnumgque gravem moftro Jove fregimus und.
Nefcio quod, certe eft quod me tibi temperat aflram.:

: | '

;ull at the age when manhood fet me free,

" 1 then depos’d myfelf, and left the reins to thee 3
On thy wife bofom I repos’d my head, :

_And by my better Socrates was bred.

Then thy ftraight rule fet virtue in my fight, -
‘The crooked line reforming by the right.

. My reafon took the bent.of thy command,
Was form’d and polith’d by thy ikilful hand.
Long fummer days thy precepts I rehearfe,
And winter nights were fhors in our converle.:

~ One was our labour, one was our repofe ;
One frugal fupper did our ftudies clofe.

" Sure on our birth fome friendly plinet fhoné,

‘Aad, as our fouls, our horofcope was one :

Whetheg
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Whether the mounting twins did heav’n adorny
Or with the rifing balance we were born ;
Both have the fame impreflion from ahove,
And both have Saturn’s rage repell’d by Jove.
What ftar I know not, but fome ftar, 1 find,
Has giv’n thee an afcendant o’er my mind. .

g MR DRryDEN.

Nor was the reverence paid by the public to the ifformers
of youth lefs remarkable than the efteem and duty of their
fcholars. Which makes Juvenal hreak out into that elegant
rapture :

Dii majorum umbris tenuem & fine pondere terranty
. Spirantefgue crocos, & in urnd perpetuum very

Qui precsptorem fanéti volacre parentis

Effe loco *. -

- In peace, ye fhades of our grea't grandfires, reft §
No heavy earth your facred bones moleft.
Eternal {prings and rifing flow’rs adorn
The reliques of each’ venerable urn':
‘Who pious rev’rence to their tutors paid,
As parents honour’d, and as gods obey’d. N
MR CHARLES DRYDEN,

At the age of feventeen years, the young gentlemen, when'
they put on the manly gown, were brought in a folemn manner’
to the forum, and entered in the ftudy of pleading : Not only
if they defigned to make this their chief profeffion, but altho”
their inclinations lay rather to the camp : For we fcarce meet
with any famous captain who was not a good fpeaker, or any’
eminent orafor, who Had not ferved fome time in the army.
Thus it was requifite for all perfons, who had any thoughts of
rifing in the world, 1o make a good appearance, both at the
bar and in the field'; bZcaufe, if the fuccefs of their valour
and conduct fhould advance them to any conliderable poft, it
would have proved almeft impoflible, without the advantage of
eloquence, to muintain their authority with the fenate and peo-
ple; or, if the force of their oratory fhould in time procure

» ' . ' them
: 82z, 75"
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them the honourable office,of Prator or Conful, they would not
have been in a capacity to undertake the government of the
provinces (which fell to their fhare at the expiration of thofe
employments) without fome experience in military command.
“Yet becaufe the profeflion of arms was an art' which would
eafily give them an opportunity. of fignalizing themfelves, and
in which they wenld almoft naturally excel, as occafions thould
be afterwards offered for their fervice ; their whole application
and endeavours were.direted at prefent to the ftudy of law
and rhetoric, as the foundations ef their future grandeur.
Or, perhaps, they now and then made a campaign, as well for
adiverfion from feveral labours, as for their improvement in
martial difcipline. : v
In the Dialogne de Oratoribus, we have a very good account
of this admiffion of young gentlemen into the forum, and of
the neceflity of fuch a courfe in the commonwealth ; which,
coming from fo great'a mafter, cannot fail to be very perti-
nent and inftruéive. . o ot
“ Among our anceftors,” fays the author, ¢ the youth whe
¥ was defigned for the forum, and the pradice of eloquence,
“ being now furnithed with the liberal arts, and the advan-
“ age‘of a domeftic inftitution, was brought by his father
“or near relations to the moft celebrated orator in the city:
‘ Him he conflantly ufed to attend, and to be always prefent
“ at his performance of amy kind, either.in judicial matters, or
“in the ordinary affemblies of the people : So. that by this
“ means he learhed to engage in the laurels and contentions
‘“ of the bar, and to approve him{elf a man at arms in the
“ wars of the pleaders.
“ For in that ancient conftitution of a mixed {tate, when the
% differences were never referred te one fupreme perfon, the
“ orators determined matters as they pleafed,by prevailing on the
* minds of the ignorant multitude. Hence came the ambition
‘ of popular applaufe : Hence the great variety of laws and
£ decrees; Hence the tedious fpeeches and harangues of the
“ magiftrates, fometimes carried on whole nightsin the roftra :
% Hence the frequent indictmentand impleading of the powerful
# criminals, and the expofing of houfes to the violence and
{ fury of the rabble ;: Hence the fadtions of the nobility, and
“ the conftant heats and bickerings between the fenate and peo-
¥ ple. All which, though in great meafure they diftracted the
“ commonwealth, yet had this good effe&, that they exercifed
“ and improved the cloquence of ‘thofe times, by propofing the
ekt & . ! « higheft
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higheft rewards of that fludy. Becaufe the more excellent
any perfon appeared in the art of fpeaking, the more eafily he
arrived at honours and employments ; the more he furpafled
his colleague in the fame office, the greater was his favour
with the leading men of the city, his authority with the
fenate, and his renown and efteem among the commons.
Thefe men were courted and waited on by clients even of
foreign nations : Thefe, when they undertook the command
of provinces, the very magiftrates reverenced at their depart-
ure, and adored at their return : Thefe the higheft offices
of prator or conful feemed to require and call for, and court
their acceptance : Thefe, when in a private ftation, abated
very little of their authority, while they guided both the fe-
nate and the people by their counfel. ¥or they took this for
an infallible maxim, that without eloquence it was impoffi-
ble either to attain or to defend a confiderable truft in the
commonwealth : And no wonder, when they were drawn
to bufinefs even againft their will, and compelled to fhew
their parts in public. When it was reckoned byt an ordina.
ry matter to deliver one’s upinion in fhort before the fenate,
unlefs 2 man could maintain and improve it with the en:
gaging ornaments of wit and elegance. When if they had
contradted an envy or fufpicion, they were to anf{wer the
accufer’s charge in perfon. When they could not fo much
as give their evidence, as to public matters, in writing, but
were obliged to appear in court, and deliver it with their own
outh : So that there was not only a vaft encouragement,
&t even a neceflity of eloquence. To be 3 fine fpeaker
was counted brave and glorious ; on the other hand, to a&
only a mute perfon on the public ftage was fcandalous and
reproachful. And thus a fenfe of honour, and defire of
avoiding infamy, was a main incitement to their endeavours
to thefe ftudies ; left they fhould be reckoned among the cli-
ents rather than among the patrons ; left the numerous de-
pendences tranfmitted to them from their anceftors thould
now at laft pafs into other families for want of an able fup-
porter ; left, like a fort of ufelefs and unprofitable creatures,
they fhould either be fruftrated in their pretenfions to ho-
nour and preferments, or elfe difgrace themfelves and theip
office by the mifcarriages of their adminiftration.”
Craflas and ‘Antonius, the two chief managers of the dif-

courfe in Tully’s firft book de Oratore, are reprefented as very
oppofite in their judgments, concerning the neceflary improve-

neats
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inents of an accomplifhed orator. The former denies any per-
fon the honour of his iame, who does not poflefs, in fome
degree, all the qualities, both native and acquired, that enter
into the compofition of a general fcholar. The force of his
argmnent lies in this, That an orator ought to be able to de-
liver himfelf copioufly on all manner of fubjets; and he does
not fee how any one can anfwer this charaéter, without fome
excellency in all the myfteries of arts and learning, as well
asin the happy endowments of nature. Yet he would not
have thefe acquilitions fit fo loofe about himn, as to be laid
open to the bortom on every occafion ; but that (as a great
man exprefleth it) they fhould rather be enamelled in his mind,
than embofled upon it. That, as the critics in gaits and gef-
tures will eafily difcover, by the comportment of a man’s bo-
dy, whether he has learned to dance, though he does not prac.
tife his art in his ordinary motion ; fo an orator, when he de-
livers himfelf on any fubje, will eafily make it appear whe.
ther he has a full underftanding of the particular art or facul-

ty on which the caule depends, . though he does not difcourfe’

of it in the manner of a philofopher or a mechanic. Antonius,
on the other hand, refleiting on the fhortnefs of human life,
and how great a part of it is commonly taken up in the attain-
ment of but a few parts of knowledge, is inclined to believe,
that oratory does not require the neceflary attendance of its
fifter arts ; but that a man may be able to profecute a theme
of any kind, without a train of fciences, and the advantages
of a learned inftitution. That as few perfons are to feek
in the cultivating of their land, or the contrivance and ele-
gance of their fardens, though they never read Cato de Re
Kuftica, or Mago the Uarthaginian ; o an orator may ha-
rangue, with a great deal of reafon and truth, on a fubject
taken from any part of knowledge, without any further ac-
quaintance with the nicer {peculations, than his common fenfe
and underftanding, improved by experience ard converfation,
fhall lead him to : ¢ For who ever (fays he) when he comes
¢« tomove the affeGions of the judges or people, ftops at this,
% that he hath not philofophy enough to dive into the firft
*¢ {prings of the paflions, and to difcover their various na-
¥ tures and operations ? Befides, at this rate we muft quite

¢ lay afide the way of raifing pity in the audience, by repre-.

%¢ fenting the mifery of a diftrefled party, or defcribing (per-
“ haps) the flavery which he ;ndures; when philofophy‘ tells
v L,y

-
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¢ ys, That a good man can never be miferable, and that
% virtue is always abfolutely free.”

Now as Cicero, without doubt, {at himfelf for the picture,
which, in Craffus’s name, he there draws of an orator, and
therefore ftrengthens his arguments by his own eximple as
well as his judgment; fo Antonius, in the next dialogue, does
not ftick to own, that his former affertion was rather taken up
for the fake of difputing and encountering his rival, than to
deliver-the juft fentiments of his mind. And therefore, the
penteel education, in the politer ages of Rome, being wholly
dire&ed to the bar, it feems probable, that no part of ufeful
knowledge was omitted, for the improving and adorning of
the main ftudy ; and that all the other arts were courted,
thoogh not with an equal paffion. And upon the whole it
appears, that a ftrange afliduity, and unwearied application,
ware the very life and foul of their defigns. When their
hiftorians defcribe an extraordinary man, this always enters
into his charaéter as an effential part of ir, that he was incre.
dibili indufirid, diligentid fingulari ; ¢ of incredible induftry,
¢ of fingular diligence *.”” ~ And Cato, in Salluft, tells the
Senate, that it was not the arms fo much as the induftry of
their anceftors, which advaneed the grandeur of Rome : So
that the founders and regulators of this ftate, in making dili-
gence and labour neceffary qualifications of a citizen, took the
fame- courfe as the poets will have Jupiter to have thought
on, when he fucceeded to the government over the primitive
mortals :

, Pater ipfe colendi

Haud facilem ¢ffe viam voluit ; primufque per artem
Mouit agros, curis acuens mortalia corda,

Nec torpere gravi paffus fua regna veterno +.

To confirm the opinion of their extreme induftry and per-
petual ftudy and labour, it may not feem impertinent o in-

ftance in the threec common exercifes of tranflating, declaim-

ing, and reciting.
Tranflation, the ancient orators of Rome looked on as a moft
ufeful, though a moft laborious employment. All perfons that
applied

¢ Arehbifi~p Tilletfon’s Sermon of Education. { Virg. Georg. 1.
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applied themfelves to the bar, commonly propofed fome one
orator of Greece for their conftant pattern ; either Lyfias, Hy.
perides, Demofthenes, or Alchines, as theit genius was incli-
ned. Him they continually ftudied, and, to render them-
felves ablvlutely malters of his excellencies, were always ma-
king him f{peak their own tongue. This Cicero, Qnuintilian, |
and Pliny junior, enjoin as an indifpenfable durty, in order
to the acquiring any talent in eloquence. And the firft of
thefe great men, befides his nlany verfions of the orators for
his private ufe, obliged the public with the tranflation of fe-
veral parts of Plato and Xenophon in profe, and of Homer
and Aratus in verfe.

As to declaiming, this was not the only main thing at
which they laboured ynder the malters of rhetoric, but what
they practifed long after they undertook real caufes, and had

ained.a confiderable name in the forum. Suctonius, in his
book of Famous Rhetoricians, tells us, that Cicero declaithed in
Greek till he was eleéted Prztor, and in Latin till near his
death : That Pompey the Great, juft at the breaking out of
the civil war, refumed his old exercife of declaiming, that he’
might the niore eafily be able td deal with Curio, who under-
took the defence of Cefar’s caufe, in his public harangues :
That Mark Anthony and Auguftus did not lay afide this cu-
ftom; even when they were engaged in the fiege of Mutina :
And that Nero was not only conftant at his declamations,
while in a private ftation, byt for the firft year after his ad--
vancement to the empire,

It is worth remarking, that the fubje& of thefe old decla.,
mations was not a mere fanciful Thefis, but a cafe which
might probably be brought into the courts of judicature. The
contrary pracice, which crept into fome fchools after the
Auguftan age, to the great debaling of cloquence, is what
Petronius iuveighs fo feverely againit, in the beginning of his
Satyricon, in a ftrain {o elegant, that it would lofe a great part
of the grace and fpigit in any tranflation.

When I fpeak of recitation, I intend not to infift on the
public performances of the poets in that kind, for which pur-
pofe they commonly borrowed the houfe of fome of their
nobleft patrons, and carried on the whole matter before a vt
concourle of people, and with abundance of ceremony.  For,
confidering the ordinary circumitances of men of that pro-
feflion, this may be tlrought not fo much the effect of an -

F 2 - duffri-
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duftrious temper, as the neceflary way of raifing a name a.
mong the wits, and getting a tolerable livelihood. And it is
evident, that, under fome princes, the moft celebrated of this
tribe, for all their trouble and pains in proclaiming their
parts to the multitude, could hardly keep'themfelves from
flarving, as Juvenal obferves of Statius: ° '

——————Sed cam fr;gx't Subfellia verfu,
Efurit, intactam Paridi nifi vendit Agaven.

I would mean, therefore, the rehearfal of all manner of
compofitions in profe or verfe, performed by men of fome
rank and quality, before they obliged the world with their
publication. This was ordinarily done in a meeting of friends
- and acquaintance, and now and then with the admiffion of a
- more numercus audience, The defign they chiefly aimed at

was the corretion and improvement of the piece, For the
author, having a greater awe and concern upon him on thefe
occafions than at other times, muft needs take more notice
of every word and fentence, while he fpoke them before the
company, than he did in the compofure, or in the common

fupervifal. Befides, he had the advantage of all his friends"

judgments, whether intimated to him afterwards in private
conference, or tacitly declared at the recital by their looks
and nods, with many other tokens of diflike and approbation.
In the fuller auditories he had the benefit of feeing what
took or what did not take with the people ; whofe common
fuffrage was of fo great authority, in this cafe, that Pomponius
Secundus, a celebrated author of tragedies, when he confulted
with his friends about the polithing any of his writings, if
they happened to differ in their opinion about the elegance,
juftoefs, and propriety of any thought or expreffion, ufed
always vo fay, 4D POPULUM PROVOCO, 1 AP-
PEAL'TO THE PEOPLE, as the beft deciders of
the controverfy *.

The example of the young Pliny, in this pratice, is veryob.
fervable, and the account which we have of it is given us by
Limfelf, ¢ I omit,” fays he,+* no way or method that may feem
¢¢ proper for correction : And firft I tuke a ftrict view of what

.ot ({1 l

® Plin, Lib. 7. Epift. 17,
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* [ have written, and confider choroughly of the whole piece.
“ In the next place, I read it over to two or three friends ;
“ and foon after fend it to others for the benefit of their ob.
“ fervations. If 1 am in any doubt cancerning their criticifms,
“ 1 rake in the affiftance of one or two befides myfelf to judge
% and debate the matter. Laft of all, I recite before a great
“ number ; and this is the time that I furnith myfelf with the
“ fevereft emendations *.”

It.might be a farther pleafure on this fubje&, to defcribe the
whole inflitution and courfe of ftudy of the moft famous Ro-
mans, with their gradual advances to thofe virtues and attain-
ments, whith we ftill admire in their ftory. But the account
which Cicero gives of himfelf in his Brutus, and fome hints
from other parts of his works, will excufe, if not commend
the omiffion of all the reft. And it is no ordinary happinefs,
that we are obliged with the hiftory of that excellent perfon
from his own hand, whom we muft certainly pitch upon fer
t firft and greateft example, if we were beholden only to the
relations of other men.

For fome time after his admiflion to the forum, he was a
conftant auditor of the beft pleaders, whenever they fpoke: in
pidlic, Every day he fpent feveral hours in writing, read.’
ing, and improving his invention, befides the exercifes he
performed in the art of oratory. For the knowledge of the
avil law, he applied himfelf with all imaginable diligence to
0. Sceevola, the moft celebrated profeflor of that fcience, who,
tnough he did net make it his bufinefs to procure fcholars, yet
be was very ready and willing to affift fuch perfons in this ftu.
dy as defired his advice and direions. It was to this Scaz-
vola that Cicero’s father, when he put him on his manly gown,
committed his fon, with a ftri¢t charge never to ftir from him,
but on extraordinary accounts.

_About the 1gth year of his age, in the heat of the conten.’
tion between Marius and Sylla, when the courts of judicature
were fhut up, and all things in confufion, Philo the prince of
the academy leaving Athens, on occafion of the Mithridatic
vir, took up his refidence in Rome. Cicero wholly refigned
binfelf 10 his inftitution, having now fixed the beat of his
toughts and inclinations to philofophy, to which he gave the

more

® Plin, Lib. 7. Epif. 17.



LEVIH E §8S 471 1

wore diligent attendance, becaufe the difiractions of the time
ave him little reafon to hope, that the judicial procefs, and

51e regular courfe of the laws, would ever be reftored to their

former vigour. Yet not entirely to forfake his oratory, at the

fame time he made his applications to Molo the Rhodian, a

fameus pleader and mafter of rhetoric. -~ -

Sylla being now the fecond time advanced againft Mithri-
dates, the city was not much difturbed with arms for three
years together. During this interval, Cicero, with unwearied
diligence, made his advances day and night in all manner
of learning, having now the benefit of a new inftrucor,
Diodotus the ftoic, who lived and died in his houfes To this
muiter; befides his improvement in other ufeful parts of
knowledge, he was particularly obliged for keeping him con-
tinually exercifed in logic, which he calls a concife and compac?
kind of eloguence. ' o
- But, though engaged at the fame time in fo mapy and fuch
difterent faculties, he let no day. flip- without fome perform-
ance in oratory ; declaiming conftantly with the beft antago-
nifts he could light on ameng the ftudents.. In this exercife
he did not ftick to any one languape, but fometimes made ufe
of Latin, fometimes of Greek ; ancgl indeed more frequently of
the latter, either becaufe the beauties and ornaments of the
Greek ftile would by this- means grow fo natural, as eafily to
be imitated in his own tongue ;' or becaufe his Grzcian ma-
fters would not be fuch proper judges of his {lile and method,
nor fo well able to correét his failures, if he delivered himfelf
in any other than their native language,

Upon Sylla’s vi@orious return, and his fettlement of the
commonwealth, the lawyers recovered their pradtice, and cthe
ordinary courfe of judicial matters was revived : And then it
was that Ciccro came to the bar, and undertook the patron-
age of public and private caufes. His ficft oration, in a peblic
Juagment, was the defence of Sextus Rofcius, prolecaged
by no lefs a man than the didator himfelf, which was the
reafon that none of the old ftaunch advocates dared appear
in his behalf. Cicero carried the caufe, to his great honour,
being now about fix or feven-and-twenty ; and having be-
haved hinielf 10 remarkably well in his firft enterprite, there
was no bulinefs thought too weighty or dificult for his ma.
nagcmem.

He found himfelf at this time to labear under a very weak
conttitution, to which was added the natural default in his

TTIKT
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make, of a long and thin neck : So that in probability the la-
bour-and ftraining of the body, required in an ofator, could
not confift but with” manifeft danger of his life. This was
eipecially to be feared in him, becaufe he was obferved in his
pleadings to keep his voice always at the higheft pitch,.in a
moft vei'emcnt and impetuous tone, and at the f{ane time to
ufe a praportionable violence in his gefture and action. Upon
this confideration, the phyficians and his nearelt friends were
continually urging him to lay afide all thoughts of a prefeffion
which appeared fo extremely prejudicial to his health. But Ci-
cero thewed himfelf equally inflexible to the advice of the one,
and to the intreaties of the other ; and declared his refolution
rather to run the rifque of any danger that might happen, than
deprive himfelf of the glory which he might juftly challenge
from the bar.

Confirming himfelf in this determination, he began to think,
that upon altering his mode of fpeaking, and bringing his voice
down to a lower and more moderate key, he might abate con-
fiderably of the heat and fury which now tranfported him,
and by that means avoid the damage which feemed now zo
threaten his defign. N

For the effeding of the cure, he concluded on a journey
into Greece : And fo, after he had made his name very con-
fiderable in the forum, by two years pleading, he left the city.,
Being arrived at Athens, he took up his refidence for fix months
vith the philofopher Atticus, the wifeft and moft noble aflertor
of the old academy : And here, under the direcion of the great.
¢tk mafter, he renewed his acquaintance with that part of learn-
ingawhich had been the conftant entertainment of his youth,
it the fame time performing his exercifes in oratory under
tae care of Demetrius the Syrian, an eminent profeflor of the
art of fpeaking. After this, he made a circuit rourd all Afia,
with feveral of the moft celebrated orators and rhetoricians,
who voluntarily offered him their company.

But not fasisfied with all thefe advantages, he failed to Rhodes,
and there entered himfelf once more among the fcholars of the
lamous Molo,whom he had formerly heard at@ome : One that,
befides his admirable talent at pleading and penning, had a pe-
wliar happinefs in marking and correcting the defaults in any
performance. It was to Eis inftitution that Cicero gratefully
ucknowledges he owed the retrenching of his juvenile heat and
tnbounded frcedom of thought, which did not confift with
the juft rules of an exat and fevere method.

Returning
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Returning to Rome, aftet two years abfence, he appeared
quite another man ; for his body, ftrengthened by exercife,
was come to a tolerable habit : His way of {peaking feemed
" to have grown cool ; and his voice was rendered much eafier
to himfelf, and much fweeter to the audience. Thus, about
the one-and.thirtieth year of his age, he arrived at that full
perfeion, which had fo long taken up his whole wifhes and
endeaveurs, and which hath been, ever fince, the admiration
or envy of the world. ‘

THﬂ



~ Antiquities of ROME.

L%

PART L BOOE%E L

The Originai, Growth, and Decay; of the ROMAN
* Commonwealth;

CHAP L

Of ibe BuiipiNe of the Crry:
« B :

FHILE we view the original of ftates and kingdoms,
(the moft delightful and furprifing part of hiftory) we
. eafily difcern, as the firft and faireft profpe&, the rife
of the Jewith and Roman commonwealths ; of which, as the
former had the honour always to be efteemed the Favourite
of Heaven, and the pectliar care of Divine Providence, fo the
other had very good pretenfions to ftile herfelf the Darling
of Fortane, who feemed to exprefs a more than ordinary
fondnefs for this her youngeft daughter, as if fhe had de-
figned the three former monarchies purely for a foil to fet off .
this lattec. Their own hiftorians rarely begin without a fic
of wender ; and, before they proceed to delineate the glori-
ous fcene, give themfelves the liberty of ftanding ftill fome

time to admire at a diftance. .
Eer the founder of the city and republic, authors have long?
fince agreed on Romulus, the fon of Rhea Sy!via, and defcendant
ef neas, from wlrom his pedigree may be thus in fhortderived.
. : : G Uponrt
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. Upon the final ruin and deftruction ot 1'roy by the Gracians,
ZEneas, with a fmall number of followers, had th®good fortune
to fecure himfelf by flight. His efcape was very mush counte-
nancéd by the efiemy, inafmuch as upori all occafion: he had ex-
prefled his inclinations ro a peace, and to the reftoring of Helen,
the unhappy caufe of the mifchief. Sailing thus from Troy, af-

' tera tediougvoyage, and great variety of adventures, he arrived
at laft at Latium, a part of Italy fo called, 2 latendo, or from lying
bid ; being the place that Saturn-had chofe for his retirement,
when expelled t? kingdom of Crete by his rebellious fon Ju-
piter. Here applying himfelf to the king of the country, at
that sime Latinus, higebrained his only daughter, Lavinia, in
marriage ; and, upon the dcath of his father-in-law, was left
in poffeflion of the crown. He removed the imperial feat from -

.Laurentum to Lavinium; a city which he had built himfelf in
honour of his wife ; and upon his deceale foon after, the right
of fucceflion refted 'in Afcanius, whether his fon by a former
wife, and the fame he brought with him from Troy, or another
of that name, which he had by Lavinia, Livy leaves undeter-
mined. Aflcaniusbeing under age,the government was entrufted
in the hands of Lavinia : But as foon as he was grown up, he
left his mother in poffeilion of Lavinium ; and removing with
part of the men, laid the foundation of a new city along the
fide of the mountain Albarus, talled from thence Longa Alba.
After him, by a fuccefion of eleven princes, the kingdom de-
volved at laft to Procas. Procas at his death left two fons, Nu-
mitor and Amulius ; of whom Amulius over-reaching his elder
brother, obliged him to quit hi claim to the crown, ®hich he
thereupon fecured to himfelf; and to prevent all difturbance that
might probably arifé to him cr his pofterity from the elder fa-
mily, making away with all the males, he conftrained Numitor’s
only daughter, Rhea Sylvia, to take on her the habit of a veftal],
and confequently a vow of perpetual virginity. However, the
princefs was fogn after found with child,.and delivered of two _
boys, Romulus and Remus. The tyrant beimg acquainted with
the truth, immediately condemned his niece to ftrait impri.
fonment, and the infants to be expoted,. or carried and left in
a l?nge place, where it was very improbable they thould meet
with any relief. The fervant,who had the care of this inhaman

soffice, left the children at the bottom of a tree, by the bank
of the river Tiber. . In this fad condition, they were ca‘ally
difcovered by Fauftulus, the king’s thepherd ; who being whol-
Iy ignorant of the plot,, took the infants up, and carried l:hem
. : ame
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home to his wife Laurentia, tq be nurfed with his own chile
dren *. This wife of his had fermerly been a common pro-
flituce, called in Latin Lupa, which word likewife fignifying a
fhe-wolf, gave occafion to the ftory of their being nurfed by
fuch a beaft ; tho’ fome take the word.always in a literal fenfe,
and maintain that they really fubfifted fome time by fucking
this creazure, before they had the good fortune to be relieved
by Fauftulus +. The boys as they grew up difcovering the
nawral greatnefs of their minds and thoughts, addicted them-.
felves 1o the generous exercifes of hunting, racing, taking of
robbers, and fuch-like ; and always exprefled a great defire of
engaging in any enterprife that appeared hazardous and no-
ble 1. KTow there happening a quarrel betwixt the herdfmen.
of Numitor and Amulius,the former lighting cafually on lKemus, -
bronght bim before their mafter to be examined. Numitor,
learping from his own mouth the ftrange circumftance of his
ion and fortune, eafily guefled hin to be one of his
grandfons”who had been expofed, He was foon confirfned in
this conjecture upon the arrival of Fauftulus and Komulus ;
when the whole bufinefs was Jaid open, upon-confultation had,
giining over to their party a fufficient number of the difaffet-
ecitizens, they contrived to furprife Amulius, and re-eftablith.
Nunmitor. This defign was foon after very happily put in exe~
cution, the tyrant flain, and the old king reftored to a full en-
joyment of the crown §. The young princes had no fooner
re.feated their grandfacher in his throne but they began to
think of procuring one for themfelves. They had higher
thoughts than to take up wilzl?he reverfion of a kingdom; and
were unwilling to live in Alba, becaufe they could not govern
there : So taking with them their fofter-father, and what o-
thers they could get together, they began the foundation of a
Rew city, in the %ame place where in their infancy they had
been brouﬁht up ||. The firft walls were fcarce finithed when,
upan aflight quarrel, the occafion of which is yarioufly report-
ed by hiftorians, the younger brother had the misfortune to
be flain. Thus the whole power’ came into Romulus’s hands ;
who carrying on the remainder of the work, gave the city a
name in allufion to his own, and hath been.ever accounted the
founder and patron of the Roman commonwealth,
. G 2 CHAP.

vy, &b. 1. 4 Dempfler’s note to Rofinus’s antiquitics, /ib. . cap. 1.
{ Plutarch,

{ Plotarch in the life ofpRomalas. § Ibid, and Livy, fb. 1.
®defure, and Livy, §J. 1. :
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CHAP I
Of the RoMAN Affzirs under the Kings,

THE witty hiftorian * had very good reafon te entitle the
% reign of the kings the Infancy of Rome ; for it is certain,
that under them fhe was hardly able to find her own legs,
and at the beft had but a very feeble motion. The greateft
part of Romulus’s time was taken up in making laws and re-
gulations for the commonwealth : Three of his ftate defigns, I
mean the afylum, the rape of the Sabine virgins, and his way
of treating thofe few whom he conquered, as they far exceed-
ed the politics of thofe times, fo they contributed in an extra-
prdinary degree to the advancement of the new empire. But
then Numa’s long reign ferved only for the eftablifhment of
priefts and religious orders ; and in thofe three-and.forty
rears + Rome gained not fo much as one foot of ground. Tul.
us Hoftilius was wholly employed in converting his fubjeét$
from the pleafing amufements of fuperflition to the rougher in-
ftitution of martial difcipline : Yet we find nothing memorable’
related of his conquefts; only that, after a long and dubious
war, the Romans entirely ruined their old mother Alba }.
After him Ancus Martius, laying afide all thoughts of exténd-
ing the bounds of the empire, applied himfelf wholly toftrength-
en and beautify the city § ; and efteemed the commodioufnefg
and magnificence of that the noleft defign he could poffibly
be engaged in. Tarquinius Prifcus, though not altogether o
uiet as his predeceflor, yet confulted very little elfe befides
the dignity of the fenate, and the majefty of the govern.
ment ; for the increafe of which, he appeinted the orna-
ments and badges of the feveral officers, to diftinguifh them
from the comman people {|. A more peaceful temper ap.
peared in Servius Tullius, whofe principal ftudy was to have
an exalt account of the ftates of the Romans; and, ac-
cording to thofe, to divide them into tribes |, that fo they
might contribute with juftice-and ‘proportion to the public ex.
pences of the ftate. Tarquin the Proud, ¢hough perhaps more-
. . .

engyged
* Florws in the preface to his hiftory. + Plutarch ia the life of Numa,
} Blorus, ). 1. cep. 3. § Zdem, 1. 3. cap. 4. © W Zdem, L. ¥ cap. §.

{ Florus, L. . cap. 6.
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engaged in wars than any of his predeceffors *, yet he had in
his nature fuch a ftrange compofition of the moft extravagant
vices, as muft neceflarily have proved fatal to the growing
tyranny ; and had not the death of the unfortunate Lucrena
adminiftered to the people an opportunity of liberty, yet a far
flighter matter would have ferved them for a fpecious reafon,
to endeavour the aflertion of their rights, However, on this
accident all were fuddenly tranfported with {uch a mixture of
fury and compaffion, that, under the conduct of Brutus and
Collatinus, to whom the dying lady had recommended the re-
venge of her injured honour 1, rufhing immediately upon the
tyrant, they expelled him and his whole family. A new form
i government was now refolved on ; and, becaufe to live un-
der a divided power carried fomething of complacency in the
profpeét 1, they unanimoufly conferred the fupreme command
on the two generous aflertors of their liberties §. Thus end-
ed the royal adminiftration, after it had continued abont two
bundred and fifty years. . ‘
Florus, in his refleGtions on this firft age of Reme, cannot
forbear applauding the happy fate of his country, that it.
foald be blefled, in that weak age, with a fucceffion of
princes fo fortunately different in their aims and defigns ; as if
beaven had purpofely adapted-them to the feveral exigencies
of the ftate ||. And the famous Machiavel is of the fame opi-
niop 4. But a judicious author + hath lately obferved, that
this difference of genius in the kings, was fo far from pro-
cring any advantage to the Roman people, that their fmall in-
aeafe, under tha government, is referable to no other caufe.
However, thus far we are affured, that thofe feven princes left
behind them a dominion of no larger extent than that of
Parma or Mantua, at prefeat.

CHAP.

1. 1. e.7. ¢ Jdem, lib. 1. cap. 9. § Plutarch in the Life of Po-

a«h. Joid. & Florws, lib. 1. cap 9. | Idem, cap. 8. | Machiavels Di-

uefes on Livy, lib. 2. cap. 13. -~ Monficur St Evremont’s Reflettions en
the Geuing of the Roman people, cap. Y.
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Cc H A P. I

Qf the RoMaN Affairs, from the Beginning of the Confular
Government, to the firft Punic War,

T HE tyrant was no fooner expelled, but, as it ufually hap-
pens, there was great plotting and defigning for his refto-
ration. Among feveral other young noblemen, Brutus’s two
fons had engaged themfelves in the affociation : But the con.
Apiracy being happily difcovered, and the traitors brought be-
fore the confuls, in order to their punifhment, Brutus ooly.
addrefling himfelf to his fons, and demanding whether they
had any defence to make againft the indiGtment, upon their
filence, ordered them immediately to be beheaded ; and ftay-
jag himfelf to fee the execution, committed the reft to the
judgment of his colleague *. No a&ion among the old Ro-.
mans has made a greater noife than this. It would be exceed-
ing difficult to determme, whether it proceeded from a motion
ofg heroic virtue, or the hardnefs of a cruel or unnatural hu.
mour ; or whether ambition had net as great a fhare in it ax
either. But though the flame was fo happily ftifled within the
city, it foon broke out with greater fury abroad : For Tarquin
was net only received with all imaginable kindnefs and refpe&
by the neighbouring ftates, but fupplied too with all necef-
. faries, in order to the recovery of his dominiens. The moft
g;xwerful prince in Italy was at that time Rorfenna, king of
etruria or Tufcany ; who, not content to furnifh him with the
fame fupplies as the reft, approached with a numerous army in
his behalf, to the very walls of Rome 4. The city was in
great hazard of ‘being taken, when an admiration of the vis-
we and gallant difpofition of the Romans induced the befieger
to a peace t. The moft remarkable inftances of this extraor-
dinary courage, were Cocles, Mutius, and Clzlia. Cocles, when
the Romans were beaten back in an unfortunate fally, and the
enemy made good their purfuit to the very bridge, only with the
the affiftance of two perfons defended it againft their whole
power, till_his own party broke it down behind ; and then caft
himfelf in his armour into the river, and fwam over to ;lhe
other

® Phtarch. in vita Poplcole. + Iders, & Floras, lib. 1. § Plst. in Peplical.
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other fide *. Mutius having failed in an attempt upon Porfen«
na’s perfon, and being brought before the king to be examined,
thruft his right-hand, which had committed ﬁw miftuke, into
a pan of coals that ftood ready for the facrifice. Upon which
enerous adtion he was difmifled without farther injory. As for
lzlia, fhe, with other noble virgins, had been delivered to the
enemy for hoftages, on account of a truce ; when obtaining
liberty to bathe themfelves in the Tiber, fhe, getting on horfe-
back before the reft, encouraged them to foow her thro’ the
water to the Romans ; though the conful generoufly fent them
back to the enemy’s camp. Porfenna had ne fooner drawn off
his army, but the Sabines and Latins joined in a confederacy
againft Rome ; and tho’ they were extremely weakened by the
defertion of AppiusClaudius, who went over with five thoufand
families to the Romans ; yet they could not be enjirely fubdu-
ed, till they received a fatal overthrow from Valerius Poplico-
la t+.. But the ZEqui and the Volfci, the moft obftinate of the
Latins, and the continual enemies of Rome, carried on the
remainder of the war for feveral years, till it was happily
concluded by Lucius Quintius, the famous Didtator taken from
the plough, in lefs than fifteen days time : Upon which Flo-
rus has this remark, That ke made more than ordinary bafte to his
nfinifhed work ¥. But they that made the,greateﬁ oppofition
were the inhabitants of Veii, the head of Tufcany, a city not
inferior to Rome cither in ftore of arms, or multitude of fol-
diers. They hag contended with the Romans, in a long feries
of battles, for glory and empire ; but having been weakened
and brought down in feveral encounters, they were obliged to
fecure themfelves within” their walls: And, after-a ten years
fiege, the town was forced and facked by Camillus §. In this
manner were the Romans extending their conquefts, when the
irruption of the Gauls made, a ftrange alteration in the affairs of
laly. They were at this time befieging Clafium, a Tuleaa city.
The Clufians fent to the Romans, defiring them to interpofe by
ambafladors on their behalf. Their requeft was eafily granted ;
and three of the Fabii, perfons of the higheft rank-in the city,
difpatched for this purpofe to the Gallic camp. The Gauls, in
refpeé to the name of Rome, received them with all imaginable
civility ; but could by no means be-preyailed on to quit the
fiege. Whereupon the ambafladors going into the town, and
tncouraging the Clufians to a fally, one of them was fee‘_n pel;--
onally-

® Pins.ibid. § Fidy } Florss, Lib. 1, cap, 11,  § Pixiarch in bis Life.,
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fonally engaging in the action. This being contrary to the re-
ceived law of nations, was refented in fo high a manner by
the enemy, that, breaking up from before Clufium, the whole
army marched directly toward Rome. About eleven miles
from the city, they met with the Roman army commanded b
the military tribunes, who engaging without any order or dif-
cipline, received an entire defeat. Upon the arrival of this ill
news, the greateft part of the inhabitants immediately fled -
Thofe, that refolved to ftay, fortified themfelves in the capitol.
‘The Gauls foon appeared at the city-gates ; and deftroying all
with fire and fword, carried on the fiege of the capitol with
all imaginable fury. At laft, refolving on a general affault,
they were difcovered by the 'cackling of geefe that were kept
for that purpofe ; and as many as had climbed the rampart
were driven down by the valiant Manlius ; when Camillus, fet~
ting upon them in the rear with twenty thoufand men he got
together about the country, gave them a total overthrow.
’l‘:Ee greateft part of thofe, that efcaped out of the field, were
cut oft in firaggling parties, by the inhabitants of the neigh-
bouring towrs and villages. The city had been fo entirely
demolithed, that, upon the return of the people, they thought
©of removing to Veii, a city ready built, and excellently pro-
vided of all things : But being diverted from this defign, by
an omen (as they thought) they fet to the work with fuch ex-
eraordinary diligence and application, that within the compafy
of a year the whole city was rebuilt. They had fcarce gain-
ed a breathing time after their troubles, when the united
powers of /E'qui, Volfci, and other inhabitants of Latium, at
once invaded their territories. But they were foon over-
reached by a ftratagem of Camillus, and totally routed *.

Nor kad the Samnitesany better fate, tho’ a people very nu-
merous, and of great experience in war. The contention with
them lafted no lefs than fifty years +, when they were finally
fubdued by Papirius Curfor §. The Tarentipe war that fol-
lowed, put an end to the entire conqueft of Italy. Tarentum,
a city of great ftrength and beauty, feated on the Adriatic fea,
was efpecially remarkable for the commerce it maintained with
moft of the neighbouring countries, as Epirus, Illyricum, Sicily,
&c §. Among other ornaments of their city, they had a fpa-
cious theatre for public fports, built hard by the fea-fhore.
They happened to be engaged in the celebration of fome fuch'
‘ \ folemnity,

® Piut. in vit.:Comill t Fiorss, Lig, 1, cap. 16.  § Liv. lib, 10.  § Flor.
Lib. 1. cap. 18: )
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felemnity, when, upon fight of the Roman fleet that cafually
failed by their toafts, imagining them to be enemies, they im-
mediately fet upon them, and, killing the commander, rifled
the greateft part of the veflels. Ambafladars were foon dif-
patchied from Rorhe to demand fatisfaltion : But they met with
as ill 4 reception as the fleet; being difgracefully fent away
without fo miich as a hearirig. Upon this, a war was foon
commesiced between the ftates. The Tarentiries were increa-
fed by an incredible number of allies from all parts : But he
that miade the greateft appearance in their behalf, was Pyrrhus,
king of Epirus, the moﬁ experienced general of histime. Be-
fides the cheicelt of his troops that accompanied him in the ex-
edition, he brought into the field a confidetable number of
ts, a fort o% beafts fcarce heard of till that time in Ita-
lg. In the firft engagement, the Romans were in fair hopes
of avitory, when the fortune of the day was entirely changed
tpon the coming up of the elepliants ; who made fuch a pro-
digious deftruction in the Roman cavalry, that the whole army
was obliged to retire. But the politic general, having expe«
eaced {0 well the Roman courage, immediately after the vice
fent to offer conditions for a peace, but was abfolutely
E‘ed. In the next battle the advantage was on the Roman
, who had not now fuch difmal apprehenfions of the ele
phaats as before. However, the bufinefs came to another en-
at, when the elephants; over-running whole ranks of
own men, enraged by the cry of a young one that had
been wourided, gave tﬁe Romans an abfolute victory *. Twen-
ty-three thoufand of the enemy were killed +; and Pyrrhus fi-
nally expelled Italy. In this war the Romans had a fair op-
portunicy to fubdue tlie other parts that remained unconquer-
&d, under the pretext of allies to the Tarentines. So that at
this time, about the 477th year of the building of the city {,
they had mnade theinfelyes the entire mafters of Italy.

¢ Plorus, ibid. + Ewtropius, /ib. 2. 3 i
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CHAP IV

Of the RoMaN Affairs from the Beginning of the fir/t Pu-
nic War, to the fir# Triumvirate.

UT the command of the continent could not fatisfy the
Roman courage ; efpecially while they faw fo delicious an

ifle as Sicily _almoﬁ within their reach : They only waited an
occafion to pafs the fea, when fortune prefented as fair an one
as they could wifh, The inhabitants of Meflina, a Sicilian city,
-made grievous complaints to the fenate of the daily encroach.
ments of the Carthaginians, a people of vaft wealth and power,
and that had the fame delign on Sicily as the Romans *. A
fleet was foon manned outfor their affiftance ; and, in two years
time, no lefs than fifty cities were brought over +. The en-
tire conquett of the ifland quickly followed ; and Sardinia and
Corfica were taken in about the fame time by a {eparate fqua-
dron. And now, under the command of Regulus and Manlius,
the confuls, the war was tranflated into Africa. Three hundred
forts and caftles were deftroyed in their march, and the victo-
rious legions encamped under the very walls of Carthage. The
enemy, reduced to fuch ftraits, were obliged to apply themfelves
to Xantippus, king of the Lacedzmonians, the greateft captain
of the age ; who immediately marched to their affiftance with a
numerous and well-difciplined army. In the very firft engage-
ment with the Romans, he entirely defeated their whole power:
Thirty thoufand were killed on the fpot, and fifteen thoufand,
with their conful Regulus, taken prifoners. But as good fuccefs
always encouraged the Romans to greater defigns, fo a contrary
event did but exafperate them the more. The new confuls
were immediately difpatched with a powerful navy, and a fuf-
ficient number of land forces. Several campaigns were now
wafted, without any confiderable advantage on either fide : Or
if the Romans gained any thing by their victories, they general-
ly loft as much by fhipwrecks ; when, at laft, the whole power
of both ftates being drawn together on the fea, the Cartha-
ginians were finally defeated, with the lofs of 125 fhips funk
in

* Flocus, fib. 2. cap. 2. + Eutrop. &b. 3.
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in the engagement, 73 taken ; 32,000 men killed, and 13,000
prifoners., Upen this they were compelled to fue for a peace ;
which, after much intreaty, arrd upon very hard conditions,
was at laft obtained ¥,

But the Carthaginians had too great fpirits to fubmit tq fuch
unreafonable terms any longer 51311 their neceflities obliged”
them, In four years time + they had got together an army
of 80,900 foot and 20,000 horfe 3, under the command of
the famous Hannibal ; who forcing a way through the Pyre-
nzan mountains and the Alps, reputed till that time impaf.
fible, defcended with his vaft army into Italy. In four fuc-
ceflive battles he defeated the Roman forces ; in the laft of
which, at Cannz, 40,000 of the latter were killed ||; and
bad he not been merely caft away by the envy and ill-will of
bisown countrymen, it is more than poffible that he muft
have entirely ruined the Roman ftate § : But fupplies of men

and money being fometimes abfolutely denied him, and never
coming but very flowly, the Romans had fuch opportunities to
recruit, as they little expected from fo experienced an adverfa~
17. The wife management of Fabius Maximus was the firft re.
vival of the Roman caufe. He knew very. well the ftrength of
the enemy ; and therefare marched againft him-without in~
tending to hazard a battle, but to wait conftantly upen him,
to ftraiten his quarters, intercept his provifions, and fo make
the vi®oriaus army pine away with penury and want. With
this defign, he always encamped upon the high hills, where the
horfe could have no accefs to him : When they marched, he
did the fame ; but at fuch a diftance, as not to be compelled
0 an engagement. By this policy he fo broke Hannibal’s are
my, as to make him abfolutely defpair of getting any thing in
Ity }. Bur the conclufion of the war was owing ta the
tonduét of Scipia : He had before reduced all Spain into fub-
jedtion ; and, now taking the fame courfe as Hannibal at firft
had done, he marched wite the greateft part of the Roman for-
ces into Africa ; and, carrying ﬁl before-him to the very walls
of Carthage, obliged the enemy to call home their general out
of ltaly for the defence of the city. Hannibal obeyed ; and
armies coming to an engagement, after a long difpute,
wherein the commanders and foldiers of both fides are re-
Ported to have outdone themfelves, the victory fell to the Ro.
H 2 mans,

* Eutrop. Ao 2. + Florus, &b. 2. cap. 6. { Eutrop. fib. 3. || Zhide,
‘Joxulim{epos i vit Hapgibal. | Plutacch, in vit. Fab. Max. - |
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mans. Whereupon the enemy were obliged once more to fue
for a peace, which was again granted them, though upon much
harder conditions than before.

The Romans, by the happy conclufion of this war, had fe
highly advanced themfelves in the opinion of the neighbouring
ftates, that the Athenians, with the greateft part of Greece, be-
ing at this time miferably enflaved by King Philip of Macedon,
wnanimoufly petitianed the fenate for affiftance. A fleet, with
a fufficient number of land forces, was prefently difpatched
to their relief ; by whofe valour the tyrant, after feveral de.
feats, was compelled to reftore all Greece to their ancient li-
berties, obliging himfelf ro pay an annual tribute to the con-
querors *.

Hannibal, after his late defeat, had applied himfelf to Antio-
chus, king of Syria, who at this time was making great pre.

tions againft the Romghs. Acilius Glabrio was firft fent to
oppofe him, and had the fortune to give him feveral defeats;
when Cornelius Scipip, the Roman admiral, engaging with the
king’s forces at fea, under the command of Hannibal, entite.
ly ruined the whole fleet. Which vi@ory being immediately
followed by another as fignal at land, the effeminate prince
was contented to purchafe a peace at the price of almoft half
his kingdom $. ' _

The vitorious Romans had fcarce concluded the public re-
joicings on account of the late {uccefs, when the death of
king Philip of Macedon prefented them with an_occafion of 3
more glorious triumph. His fon Perfes, that fucceeded, re.
folving to break with the fenate, applied himfelf wholly to rai.
fing forces, and procuring other neceflaries for a war. Ne.
ver were greater appearances oR the field than on both fide
moft of the confiderable princes in the world being engaged in
this quarrel. But fortune ftill declared for the Komans, and
the greateft part of Perfess prodigious army was cut off by the
conful ZEmilius, and the king obliged to furrender himfelf into
the hands of the conqueror §. Authors that write of the four
monarchies, here fix the end of the Macedanian empire.

But Rome could not think herfelf fecure among#t all thefe
conqueits, while her old rival Carthage was yet ftanding : So
that, upon a flight provocation, the city, after three yearsfiege,
was taken, and utterly razed, by the valour of Publius Scipio
grandfon, by adoption, to him that conquered Hannibal }f.

’ Not
® Eutrop, /.40 1 Florus, /. 2. cap. 8. § Vel Paterc. /\ . § Zhid-
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Not long after, Attalus, king of Pergamus, dying without
iffue, left his vaft territories to the Romans *. what of
Africa remained unconquered, was for the moft part reduced
in the ine war that immediately followed ; Jgi:nrtha
himfelf, after feveral defeats, being taken prifoner by Marius,
and brought in triymph to Rome +.

And now after the defeat of the Teutones and Cimbri, that
had made an inroad into Italy, with feveral lefler conquetts in
Afia and other parts, the Mithridatic war, and the civil war
between Marius and Sylla, broke out both in the fame year §.
Sylla had been fent general againft Mithridates king of Pontus,
who had feized on 5:: greateft part of Afia and Achaia in an
boftile manner ; when, befare he was got out of Italy, Sulpicius,
the tribune of the people, and one of Marius’s fadion, pre-

a law to recal him, and to depute Marius in his room.
Upon this, Sylla, leading back his army, and overthrowing Ma.
rius and Sulpicius in his way, having fettled affairs at Rome,
and banifhed the authors of the late fedition, returned to meet
the foreign enemy (. His firft exploit was the taking of A-
thens, and ruining the famous molg in the haven § Pirzus.
Afterwards, in two engagements, he killed and took near
11,000 of the enemy, ang compelled Mithridates to fue for 2
tmee {. In the mean time, Marius, beinf called home by the
new confuls, had exercifed all manner of cruelty at Rome ;
whereupon, taking the opportunity of the truce, Sylla once
more marched back towards Italy. Marius was dead before his
return ++ ; but his two fons, with the confuls, raifed feveral
armies to oppofe him. But fome of the troops heing drawn
over to his party, and the othersrouted, he entered the city,and
difpofed all things at his pleafure, affuming the title and au.
thority of a perpetual ditator. But having regulated the ftate,
be laid down that office, and died in retirement =.

Mithridates had foon hroke the late truce, and invaded Bi.
thynia and Afia with as great fury as ever ; when the Roman
general, Lucullus, rou his vaft armies by land and fea,
chafed them quite out of Afia; and had infallibly put an happy
conclufion to the war, had not fortune referved that glory for
Pompey =, He being deputed in the room of Lucullus, after
the defeat of the new forces of Mithridates, compelled him ‘;o

: 4

® Ewtrop. &b. 4. Thid. . Butrop. Ab. 5. [ 7d.  § Vell. Paterc.
B.2. | Butrop. 8b.5. -+ Vell. Pateee, hb. 3. = Ausclins Viltor.
g Syl on Vell. Pagerc. didy
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fly to his father-in-law Tigranes, king of Armenia. Pompey fol.
lowed with his army ; and ftruck fuch a terror into the whole
kingdom, that Tigranes was conftrained, in 2 humble mannger,
" to prefent himfelf to the general, and offer his realm and for-
tune to his difpbfal. At this time the Catilinarian confpiracy
broke out, more famous for the obftinacy than the number of
the rebels ; but this was immediately extinguifbed by the timely
care of Cicero, and the happy valour of Antony. The fenate,
upon the news of the extraordinary fuccefs of Pompey, were
under fome apprehenfion of his affe@ing the fupreme com.
mand at his return, and altering the conftitution of the go.
vernment. But when they faw him difmifs his vaft army at
Brundufium, and proceed in the reft of his journey to the city,
with no other company than his ordinary attendants, they re-
ceived him with all the expreflions of complacency and fatife
faction, and honeoured him with a fplendid trinmph *.

CHAP V

Of the RoMaN Affairs, from the Beginning of the firft
Triumvirate, to the End of the Twelve Cafars.

THE three perfons that at this time bore the greateft fway
in the ftate, were Craflus, Pompey, and Cazfar. The firft,
by reafon of his prodigious wealth ; Pompey, for his power with
the foldiers and fenate ; and Czfar, for his admirable eloquence,
and a g)ecnliar noblenefs of [pirit. When now taking advan.
tage of the confulthip of Czfar, they entered into 3 folemn agree-
- nient to let nothing pafs in the commonwealth without their
{‘oint approbation +. By virtue of this alliance, they had in 3
ittle time procured themfelves the three beft provinces in the
empire, Craffus Afia, Pompey Spain, and Czfar Gayl. Pompey,
for the better retaining his authority in the city, chofe to ma-
nage his province by deputies § ; the other two entered on
their governments in perfon. But Craffus foon after, in an ex-
pedition he undertook againft the Parthians, had the ill fortune
to lofe the greateft part of his army, and was himfelf treache-

roudly

| Wl Paterc.ih, 4 Suct.in Jul Cefcap.1g.  § Paterc. Fk 3, cap. 45



Book 1. of the Roman Emplre. 1§

roufly murdered *. In the mean time, Czfar was petforming .
wonders in Gaul. No lefs than 40,000 of the enemy he had
killed, and taken “more prifoners; and nine years tegether
{which was the whole time of his government) deferved a tri-
umph for the actions of every campaign t. fenate, ama-
zed at the firange relation of his vi&ories, were eafily inclined
to fufped his power : So that taking the opportunity when he
petitioned for a fecond confulthip, they ordered him to difband
his army, and appear as a private perfon at the eleion §.
Czfar endeavoured by all means to come to an accommoda-
tion : But finding the fenate violently averfe to his intereft,
and refolved to hear nothing but what they firft propofed ||,
he was conftrained to march towards Italy with his troops, to-
terrify or force them into a compliance. Upon the news of
his approach, the fenate, with the greateft part of the nobili«
ty, pafling over into Greece, he entered the city without oppo.
{ition, an%, creating himfelf conful and di&ator, hafted with
his army into Spain ; where the troops under Pompey’s depu.
ties were compelled to fubmit themfelves to his difpofal. With
this reinforcement he advanced towards Macedonia, where the
fenate had got tegether a hprodigious army under the comi«
mad of Pompey. In the firft engagement he received a con.
(iderable defeat : But the whele power on both fides being
drawh up on the plains of Theffally, after a long difpute the
vidory fell to Cazfar, with the entire ruin of the adverfe party.
Pompey fled diretly towards Egypt, and Czfar with his vito.
rious legions immediately followed. Hearing at his arrival
that Pompey had been killed by order of King %tolemy, he laid
clofe fiege to Alexandria, the capital city ; and having made
himfelf abfolute mafter of the kingdom, committed it to the
are of Cleopatra, fifter to the late king §. Scipio and Juba
be foon after overcame in Africa, and Pompey’s two fons in
Spain }. And now being received at his return with the gene-
rl applaufe of the peOp%e and fenate; and honoured with the
plorious titles of Father of his country, and Perpetual Dictator,
he was defigning an expedition into Parthia, when, after the
enjoyment of the fupreme command no more than five months,
he was murdered i the fenate-houfe ++; Brutus and Caffius,
with moft of the other confpirators, being his particular friends,
aod fuch as he had obliged in the higheft manner. :
. A civil
*'Plutarch in Craffo. + Paterc. L 7. $ Thid. c. 49. § Bid. c. eod
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A civil war neceffarily followed, in which the fenate, con-
fifting for the moft part of fuch as had embraced the fattion of
Pompéy, declared in favour of the aflaflins, while Mark An.
tony the conful uhdertook the revenge of Czfar. With this
tence, he exercifed all manner of tyranny in the city, and
g:l no other defign but to fecure the chief command to him-
felf. At laft the fenate were obliged to declare him an enemy
to the ftate ; and, in purfuance of their edi&; raifed an army
to oppofe him, under the command of Hirtius and Panfa the new
confuls; and O&avius; nephew and heir to Czfar *. In the
firft engagement Antony was defeated ; bat Hirtius being killed
in the %it, and Panfa dying immediately after, the fole com.
mand of the army came into the hands of O&avius +. The
fenate, before the late vitory, had exprefled an extraordinary
kindnefs for him, and honoured him with feveral marks of their
particular efteem : But now being freed from the danger they
apprehended from Antony, they foonal their meafures;and;
taking little notice of him any longer, decreed to the two heads
of the late confpiracy, Brutus ”5: Caflius, the two provinces
of Syria and Macedonia, whither they had retired upon commif-
fion of the fat §. O&avius was very fenfible of their defigns,
end thereupon was eafily induced to conclude a peace with An.
tony ; and foon after entering into an affociatien with him and
chicfus, as his uncle had done with Craffus and Pompey, he
returned to Rome, and was ele&ed conful when under twe
years of age ||. And now, by the power of him and his two
affociates, the old fenate was for the moft part banithed, and a
law preferred by his colleague Pedius, That all who had been
concerned in the death of Cafar fhould be proclaimed enemies
to the commonwealth, and proceeded againit with all extremi.
ty §. To put this order into execution, O&avius and Antony
advanced with the forces under their command toward Ma-
cedonia, where Brutas and Caffius had got together a numerous
army to oppofe them ; both parties meeting near the city Phi.
. lippi, the traitors were defeated, and the two commanders
died foon after by their own hands 4. And now for ten
- years all affairs were managed by the Triumviri ; when Lepi-
dus, fettins up for himfelf in Sicily, was contented, upon the
arrival of O&avius, to compound for his life, with the difho-
nouyrable refignation of his fhare in the government ++. ‘The

friend-

¢ Patere. 4. 2. . 61, 4 8uet. in Augeft. c. 1¥. { Florus, L 4. c. 7.
§ Paterc. /2. ¢.65. §2Wd. § Florus, La.co 7 = Patorc. /. 2. 6, Ba.
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friendthip of @@avius and Antony was not of much longer con-
tinuance : For the latter being, for feveral enormities, declared
an enemy to the State, was Iﬁlally routed in a fea-engagement
at Actium; and, flying thence with his miftrefs Cleopatra, killed
bimfelf foen after, and left the fole command in the hands of
OQavius. He, by his prudence and moderation, gained fuch
anentire intereft in the Senate and people, that when he offered.
tolay down all the authority he was invefted with above thereft,
and to reftore the commonwealth o the aucient conflitution,
they unanimoufly agreed in this opinion, That their liberty was
fooner to be parted with, than fo excellent a Prince. However,
to avoid all offence, he reje@ed the very names he thought
might be difpleafing, and above all things, the title of Difa-
torywhich had been fo odious in Sylla and Czfar. By this means
be was the founder of that government which continued ever
dter in Rome. The new acquiitions to the empire ‘were, in
his time, very confiderable ; Cantabria, Aquitania, Panonia,
Dalmatia, and Illyricum being wholly fubdued : The Germans
were driven beyond the river Albis, and two of their nations,

the Suevi and Sicambri, tranfplanted into Gaul *,
Tiberius, thoughin Auguftus’s time he had given proofs of an
ewraordinary courage in the -German war +, yet, upon his
own acceffion to the crown, is memorable for no exploit but
the reducing of Cappadocia into a Roman province 1 ; and this
Was owing more to his cunning than his valour. And at laft,
upon his infamous retirement into the ifland Caprez, he grew
fofirangely negligent of the public affairs, as to fend no lien-
tnants for the government of Spain and Syria, for feveral
years ; to let Armenia be over-run by the Parthians, Mefia by
the Dacians and the Sarmatians, and almoft all Gaul by the Ger-
mans ; to the extreme danger as well as dithonour of the em.
pire §. Caligula, ashe far exceeded his predeceflor in all man-
uer of debauchery, fo, in relation to martial affairs, was much
bis inferior. However, he is famous for a mock-expedition
that be madk: againft the Germans; when, arriving in that part
of the Low Countries which is oppofite to Britain, and receiving
into his protection a fugitive prince of the ifland, he fent glo-
Tous letters to thfer-Benate, giving an account of the happy
caqueft of the whole kingdom ||.” And foon after making
kis foldiers fill their helmets with cockle.fhells and peb(;lles,
1 ‘ which

® Sucton. in Auguft. c. 21, ¢ Paterc. /. 2. cap. 106. t&%.  } Butrop. L. 7.
§ 8xcton. in Tib, cap. 45, | Sucton. in Calig. cap. 46. _
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which he called, The Spoils of the Ocean *, returned to the city
to demand a triumph. And when that honour was denied him
by the Senate, he broke out into fuch extravagant cruelties, that
Ke even compelled them to cut him off, for the fecurity of their
own perfons +. Nay, he was {o far from entertaining any
defire of benefiting the public, that he often complained of
his ill fortune, becaufe no fignal calamity happened in his
time, and made it his conftant with, That either the utter:
deftru@ion of an army, or feme plague, famine, earthquake,
or other extraordinary defolation, might, continue the memory
of his reign to fucceeding ages §.

Caligula being taken off, tﬁ\e Senate affembled in the capito},
to debate about the extinguifhing the name and family of the
Cafars, and reftoring the commonwealth te the old centtitu-
tion §. When one of the foldiers, that were ranfacking the
palace, lighting cafually upon Claudius, uncle to the late em-
peror, where he had hid himfelf in a corner behind the hang-
inge, pulled him out to the reft of his gang, and recommended
him as the fitteft perfon in the world to be émperor. All were
ftrangely pleafed at the motion ; and, taking him along with
them by force, lodged him among the dguards [l The Senate,
upon the firft information, fent immediately to ftop their pro-
ceedings ¢ But not agreeing among themfelves, and hearing the
multitude call out for one governor, they were at laft con-
ftrained to confirm the eleiion of the foldiers ; efpecially fince
they had pitched upon fuch an eafy prince as would be wholly
at their command and difpofal {. The conqueft of Britain
was the moft memorable thing in his time ; owing partly to
an expedition that he made in perfon, but chiefly to the valour
of his lieutenants Oforius, Scapula, Aulus Plautius, and Vefpa-
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