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PREFACE TO PART I

WaeN the lamented death of the late Aueustus Puein took place,
two Parts only of the “ Second Series” of his Work, entitled “ Ezamples
of Gothic Architecture,” were published ; but in his last Will, of which
he appointed me an executor, in conjunction with Mr. James Morcan
(an honour which, as his pupil, I trust ever duly to appreciate), he
requested that the Volume might be completed by his Son, who had
accompanied him in his last professional tour, for the purpose of making
sketches in Somersetshire, during the Autumn of 1832. By the inde-
fatigable exertions of the latter, accurate Sketches, geometrically drawn
and measured, were taken of the Deanery and the Bishop’s Palace, at
Wells, the Abbot’s Kitchen, the Tribunal House, the George Inn, and the
Abbot’s Barn, Glastonbury; which buildings were delineated in the
- Third and Fourth Parts, completing the “Second Series;” but it was
found expedient to omit the Vicars’ Close, Wells, of which also Sketches
and Admeasurements had been taken, as the limits of that Volume
would not admit of so great an addition of Plates as were necessary to
elucidate that highly interesting building. Mr. Puein intended
giving it as an Appendix to that Work; but was prevented from
undertaking so desirable an addition, by various professional engage-
ments, and other business, accumulating on his hands. Had the late
Mr. Puein been spared, a Third Volume would, ere this, have been



vi PREFACE TO PART 1.

before the Public; and, actuated by a desire to carry the intentions
of the Author into execution, I was induced to communicate my
wishes to his Son, who immediately allowed me to become the
purchaser of his Sketches, which form the subjects delineated in the
following Plates. I was anxious, also, to enlist the services of
Mr. WiLLsoN, whose original design these valuable Works were, and
whose Descriptive and Historical Notices of the several buildings con-
tained in the two former Volumes, render them so much more inter-
esting; but, at that time, from several severe family afflictions and
illness, together with professional engagements, he had been prevented
finishing the Second Volume, which he has only very lately been
enabled to complete ; and he found himself precluded from granting
me his able assistance, without laying aside the letterpress description
of the “Gothic Ornaments” now in hand. To this I could not con-
scientiously assent, well knowing how anxious the Subscribers were for
that portion of the Work, and how serious an injury it had already
sustained by remaining in an incomplete state; and, accordingly, have
been presumptuous enough to lay my own shoulder to the wheel, in
order that so valuable an addition, as I knew these Plates would form
to the library of the Architect and Amateur, should be made with as
little delay as possible.

How far my boldness may have conduced to success, must be
left for a liberal public opinion to determine; but should it be
deemed that any additional interest has been given by the short
Historical Account of the Building and the Description of the Plates,
I claim no credit for originality, having contented myself with
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carefully collecting all the information possible, and condensing it
into the following pages; and, to give additional interest, have added
a Biographical Sketch of each Benefactor in the Notes.

I have also been induced to give an Appendix, containing a table
of the Statutes and Ordinances by which the body of the Vicars-Choral
were governed, laid down by the founder, Bishop Ralph of Shrews-
bury, and confirmed and enlarged by Bishop Beckington, which are
partially in force-to this day: also, translations of the Letters Patent
granted by King Edward III, and of the original Deed of Gift,
as confirmed by the two Chapters of the united sees of Bath and
Wells; but regret my limits would not allow me to transcribe the
Statutes themselves and the New Charter granted by Queen Elizabeth.
For these valuable documents I am indebted to the present venerable
Bishop, the Right Reverend Georce Henrvy Law, LL.D., whose
promptness in affording facilities to research by antiquarian authors
" has already formed the subject of several eulogies in works of a
similar nature, and which, I trust, will be duly appreciated by the

curious who may peruse the present Volume.

I am greatly indebted to Mr. Tromas T. Bury, who has engraved
the Plates, for the care and attention he has bestowed upon them ;
and have little doubt but that these specimens of an art he has only
lately been induced to follow, will bring him ostensibly before the
notice of lovers of illustrated literature. I was induced to engage
his services, on account of the intimate knowledge he possessed of

Gothic forms, acquired by a long series of study under the late
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Mr. Puciy. To Mr. G. B. WorLrLasToN, who was lately my pupil,
I feel myself also called upon to tender thanks for his exertions,
and trust they may be the means of leading him on to the higher
walks of Architectural Study.

From my Subscribers and the Public I must crave the usual
indulgence, so much and so often needed by authors for their first
attempts in literary labours; and take a respectful leave; hoping
soon again to address them in the two following portions of this
Volume: but, that I might not be guilty of undue intrusion, in case
of my success not being so complete as vanity mighf prompt me to
imagine, and also for the convenience of such as, from old associa-
tions alone, would wish to possess Illustrations of so “faire a place,”
I have made this, the first of three Parts, a complete Work in itself.

THOMAS LARKINS WALKER.

106 Great Russell Street, Bloomsbury,
London, June 1836.



PREFACE

TO THE

SECOND EDITION.

IN presenting this Volume, in its present complete state, before the
public, I feel it to be a duty no less gratifying to, than incumbent
on, me to tender my best thanks and most grateful acknowledgments
for the kindness, liberality, and consideration shewn me, while
engaged in an undertaking which, on the outset, I felt to be of
no ordinary magnitude ; but which, cheered and encouraged by
numerous subscribers and kind friends, I was enabled to accomplish
with almost unusual punctuality.

It would be egotistical in me, who have merely contented myself
with treading in another’s footsteps, to ascribe all the patronage
and support I have met with to individual merit or exertion; and,
therefore, to the memory of my predecessor, as well as to my
coadjutors in these labours, I attribute a great share of my
complete success.

In the “ Preface to Part 1.” 1 mentioned the names of those to
whom I considered myself deeply indebted for their able assistance ;
but to others, no less than to them, I feel myself called upon now
to testify my gratitude. To the Rev. Richard Warner, rector of

Great Chalfield; Mr. Waldron, of Lipiat; and Mr Loscombe, late
b
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of Corsham, I am indebted for valuable contributions towards the
historical elucidation of the Manor-House and Church at Great
Chalfield, and the Altar-Tomb in Corsham Church; and to Walter
Long, Esq. M.P. of Rood Ashton and South Wraxhall, to Mr.
Charles Edward Long, and Mr. Walter Long, of Preshaw, I also feel
deeply grateful for the great assistance they severally afforded me
in elucidating the history of South Wraxhall Manor-House.

That the Gothic Style of Architecture is becoming daily more
aeservedly appreciated must be evident to every one, when it is
remembered that, in the competition for the Houses of Parliament
(the grandest undertaking which the Government of this country
has ever had in hand since the revival of Gothic taste), the Gothic
and Elizabethan were the only styles in which designs were
received ; and that the choice fell on one in the jformer style—
the production of Mr. Barry. That this mark of distinction was
only due to that eminent architect, not only the voice of the pro-
fession, but that, also, of the country, have since acknowledged ;
and we have much cause of congratulation that the selection had
been intrusted to men of taste. The same spirit shews itself in
the present supply of church-room so extensively demanded; and
to no one, perhaps, more than to the present Bishop of London,
are we indebted for the erection of so many structures in this
style in his lordship’s own diocess—an example which has been
universally followed in the provinces.

In the ¢ Historical Account of the Manor-House of Great
Chalfield,” T mentioned that “the” then “possessor, anxious to pre-"
“serve this truly venerable fabric, has intrusted the author with”
“the necessary repairs.” Such was then the case; but from pru-
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dential motives it was found expedient (after the roof and two
exterior walls of the Guest Chamber had been taken down, in con-
sequence of their threatening danger to the inmates,) to abandon
those repairs—so far as regarded the restoration of the original
design, and the late Sir Harry Burrard Neale, anxious to consult the
comforts of a worthy tenant, consented to eut the noble Banqueting
Hall into two heights, in order to supply bedrooms above, and kitchen,
&c. below!!!* Thus, the interior symmetry of the Hall is totally
destroyed, the Screen removed, and the North Frontage disfigured by
the insertion of modern windows under the original ones of the Hall ;
and the armed knight, which terminated the gable of the Guest
" Chamber, is enshrined inside the semicircular Oriel Window!!!

I take a respectful leave, hoping soon to revive my acquaint-
ance with those who, humble as my exertions may have been,
have shewn themselves ready to “take the will for the deed,” and
to appreciate a zeal which I trust may never abate.

THOMAS LARKINS WALKER.
2 Keppel Street, Russell Square,
London, February 1840.

* See ¢ A Visit to Great Chalfield, Wiltshire,” by Viator, in ¢ Gentleman’s Magazine,”
March 1838, Vol. IX. No. 3.
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HISTORICAL ACCOUNT

Yicarg® Cloge at THclls,
- SOMERSETSHIRE.

THe Chantry Priests attached to the Choir of the Cathedral Church of St.
Andrew at Wells, were first ordained by Bishop Joceline de Welles, or
Trotman,* A.n. 1237,% who created many new prebends or canonries, and
appointed a chanter to each benefice, three excepted. These chantry priests
he styled Vicars-Choral, and intended they should supply the places of the
canons in chanting and performing divine service; but they do not seem
to have had any regular.estab]ishment until Walter de Hulle, subdean of
this cathedral in 1334, and archdeacon of Bath in 1342,§ gave two mes-
suages and lands in Wells, that the thirteen chantry priests who officiated
in the choir might live in common together. For their better government,

* Vicarios chorales primus ordinavit, qui Canonicorum vices in canendo et sacris operando peragerent.— Gopwy\,
De Presulibus Anglis C tarius, in Vita Jocelini de Wells, p. 371. Richardson’s edition, Canterbury, 1743.

1 Joceline de Wells, called, in the Annales Marganenses, Joceline Trotman, elected by the joint suffrages of the canons
of Bath and Wells, was consecrated at Reading in the Chapel of St. Mary, May 28th, 1206. — DucepaLE’s Monasticon,
vol. ii. p. 277. During his episcopacy, the monks of Glastonbury obtained a dissolution of their enforced union with
this see ; agreeing to surrender some valuable manors and the advowsons of several churches ; and Joceline afterwards
resumed the title of Bath and Wells, which has continued to be used by the bishops to this day. He was forced into
exile by King Jobn, for having interdicted the nation, pursuant to the Pope’s command, in 1208 ; but on his return, five
years afterwards, he applied himself particularly to the improvement of the Church of Wells. He obtained from Hugh,
bishop of Lincoln, the valuable manors of Congresbury, Chedder, and Axbridge, and annexed them to his see. He
rebuilt and dedicated anew the cathedral on the 23d of: October, 1239 ; added a chapel to the Bishop's Palace at Wells,
and built many other edifices. He died on the 19th of November, 1242, and was buried in the middle of the choir in
Wells Cathedral, under a marble tomb inlaid with his figure in brass; but the latter had been torn away in Godwyn’s
time, and the tomb was ** shamefully defaced.” — History and Antiquities of the Cuthedral Church of Wells, by J. Brirron,
F.S.A., pp. 33, 34, and 106.

t Vicarios in Ecclesid singulis Prebendariis ordinavit; tribus exceptis, quibus non provisit morte praventus.—
WrARTON'S Anglia Sacra, pars i. p. 564. See also CoLvrinson’s History of Somersetshire, vol. iii. p. 381, Gopwyw, De
Presulibus, p. 370, Harl. MSS, 6968, PL. XLV.G.

§ Le Nzve’s Fasti, pp. 42 and 45. Dvuapais’s Monasticon, vol. vi. Pt. I1I. p. 1466. London, 1830,

B




2 HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE

Bishop\Radulpkus de Salopid, or Ralph of Shrewsbury,® made certain statutes
and ordinances, dated 7 Id. April, a.p. 1347,4 a table of which is given in
the Appendix; and in the following year began to erect a new college for
their residence, obtained the king’s letters patent confirming his gift,{ and
had the same ratified by the prior and chapter of Bath, and the dean and
chapter of Wells, appointing “ a certain place of the soil of the church of”
« St. Andrew at Wells, and the houses in the same place, built and to be”
“ built by the said Ralph, to have and to hold to them and their successors,”
“ vicars of the church aforesaid, for their common and perpetual cohabitation.”
Also, allowing him to charge his “lands and tenements in Congresbury,”
« parcel of his bishopric aforesaid, with an hundred shillings annuity,” and
« certain other lands and tenements with the appurtenances in Wookey, with ”
« another hundred shillings annuity,” and “to give and assign the same ten”
¢ pounds annuity to the said vicars, celebrating and which shall celebrate”
« divine service in the said church, in augmentation of their sustenance, to be”
« perceived and had yearly out of the said lands and tenements to the same”
“ vicars and their successors for ever.” It appears that this college consisted
of “ the hall, kitching, bakehouse, and other houses in the same place, built”
“ and to be built.”§ He endowed their body with other lands which he had
obtained from the Feoffees of Walter de Hulle, in Wellsleigh, Eston, and

_Dulcot, || together with a yearly charge of £6.13s. 4d. upon the vicarage
of Chew.

* Radulphus de Salopid, multum hic & Wellensibus nostris celebratur, quod Collegii Vicariorum primus extiterit
fundator.— De Preaesulibus, p. 376, in Vitd Radulphi de Salopid. He was Keeper of the King's Wardrobe, Chancellor of
the University of Oxford (in 1328), and was elected Bishop of this diocess by the two chapters of Bath and Wells
on the 2d of June, 1329 ; he was consecrated, prior to obtaining the Pope’s approval, on the 3d of December ful-
lowing ; and Walsingham says, it cost him “ a huge sum of money” before he could procure a full confirmation from
the Court of Rome. He was a munificent benefactor to his Cathedral and diocess, rebuilt the Church at Winscombe
from the foundations, constructed the court-house at Claverton, and a great chamber at Evercreech, with many other
edifices upon the episcopal estates. He erected a house for the choristers and their master on the west side of the
cloisters, and surrounded the episcopal palace at Wells with a strong stone wall and & most. He slso procured,
“ with great cost,” the disafforestation of Mendip forest, and gave some rich ecclesiastical vestments, with many
other things, fo his churches at Bath and Wells; of which Godwyn says that he believed, in his time, nothiug
remained but a great chest bound with iron, in which the chapter seal was kept. He died at Wiveliscombe on the
14th of August, 1363, and was buried before the bigh altar in the presbytery at Wells, but his tomb was removed to its
present situation in the north aisle, close to the second column from the east, at the back of the choir; because, suys
Leland, in his Itinerary, vol. iii. p. 108, it obstructed the priests in their ministration. Brirron’s Wells Cathedral,
PP- 38, 39, and 109. See also Anglia Sacra, pars i. in Vitd Radulphi de Salopid, p. 568. Ducparg’s Morasticon, vol. ii.
pp- 278, 279.

t Monasticon, vol. vi. p. 1466, and notes. See, also, the Appendix.

t Pat. 22, Edward IIL. p.3, m.16. Pro mansio vicariorum et terris in Congresbury et Woky.

§ See this deed of gift in the Appendix.

|| Pat. 26. Edward III. p. 2, m. 6. Pro ten. in Wellesle, Eston, et Dulcot, ex dono feoffatorum Walteri de Hulle,

archdiacon. Bathon,



VICARS’ CLOSE AT WELLS. 3

Godwyn says, that a picture of inferior workmanship, expressive of the
memory of this benefit, was placed on the wall over the porch leading to the
hall stairs, in which the vicars, kneeling in the choir, seemed to address the
bishop, seated on his throne, in the following words : — :

¢« Per vicos positi villee, pater alme rogamus,
¢« Ut simul uniti, te dante domos maneamus:"

to whom he thus seemed to reply :—

« Vestra petunt merita, quod sint concessa petita ;
<« Ut maneatis ita, loca fecimus hic stabilita :”

and mentions that, this picture being nearly worn out, another of excellent
workmanship was placed in the hall, commemorative of this and other
donations, of which more will be said hereafter.* Time must have made
sad havoc of the buildings erected by this prelate, as few traces now
remain of the original design; it will be seen, however, by referring to
Plate XXII., which shews a longitudinal section of the hall, kitchen, &c. &c.,
that the room under, and the two light-windows in, the hall, which latter
* are given on a larger scale in' Plate XXI., are much older than the other
portions, being beautiful examples of the Decorated Style. It may safely be
presumed that there were more of those windows, and that a symmetrical
arrangement existed, as, in plan, there are two exactly opposite each other
in the north and south walls east of the present doors. Three only remain, one
towards the road shewn in Plate XIV., and two towards the Close, Plate XX. ;
the others must have been destroyed by alterations and additions made by
_ subsequent benefactors. The windows of the chapel on the ground-floor,
see Plates VII. and X,, seem also of the same period, the door having been
inserted under the tracery-head of one of them; which, on examining the
masonry, will be found to be the case, there being a straight joint on the
right-hand jamb, from the spring to the ground, and the basement moulding
has been cut away, as shewn in Plate VII.; also, in the west wall, there is an
appearance outwardly of a counter-arch, where, probably, a door existed,
but which must have been stopped up when the gardens were added in
front of the houses.

There are letters patent referred to by Tanner in the time of Richard II.

* Goowyv, De Presulibus, in Vita Radulphi de Salopid, p. 376.
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and Henry V., which are grants to this college.* The former may have
been in the time of Bishop Ralph Erghum, who was a great benefactor to
the Cathedral Church of Wells, having, in his will, requested his executors
to build a College in the street then called La Alountery, but, afterwards,
College Lane, for fourteen priestst or chaplains,} daily ministering in the
Cathedral, that they might live in common together: this has been by some
confounded with the Vicars’ Close ; and in notes taken by S. and N. Buck,§
at Wells, this prelate is made the “ founder” of “a neat college for the
vicars and singing meh, on the north side of the Cathedral;” evidently
referring to the Vicars’ College ; but Mountery College, or Mounterox
College, was destroyed, its revenues were confiscated at the time of the
suppression of the monasteries,|| and, in the reign of Elizabeth, a mansion
was built on its site, which went by the name of AMountroy House. This
mansion was pulled down about five years ago, and the site thrown into a
pleasure-ground. These worthies have also made him the builder of the
embattled wall round the Bishop’s Palace: and in pages 50 and 51 of the
Lansd. MS. 905, interlined but erased, is the name of Ralpk de Shrewsbury,
as if the writer had received contradictory information.9

The grant in Henry the Fifth’s time may have been bestowed by Bishop

® Taxner, Notit. Monast. XLII. Somersetshire.—Pat. 1. Richard II. p. 5, m. 19, pro eccl. de Meriet approprianda.—
Pat. 1. Henry V. p. 3, m. 8.

+ Sacerdotibus porro quatuordecim Collegium fundavit Welliz, ad exitum vici qui inde College Lane appellatur.e
Goopwyw~, De Prasulibus, p. 378.

t Fecit etiam construi per Executores suos in vico vocato La Mounterye, mansiones pro XIV. Capellanis in dictd
Ecclesit Wellensi indies celebrantibus. Anglis Sacra, pars i. p. 570. See, also, Harl. MSS. 6968, under the head
of Nomina Eporum in Somers., in which the above quotation, in the notice of Ralph Erghum, occurs verbatim, and is
extracted from the register of Wells,

¢ Mvus. Brrr. BisL. Lansd. 1233, LXXIX. G. “Ralph Erghum built a neat college for vicars and singing
men, adjoining to the N. part of the church: and also enclosed the B palace with a wall. [but certainly Ralph
Erghum did it.]J Qui ob 10 April die Sabbi, & vallavit muris et fossis Palatm Epi. apd. Wells, et jacet ibm
A.0. M.CCCC. Ira dnical C. i.e.on the Sabbath day.”—Ibid. 905, PL. LXXIX. F. pp. 49 and 50. ¢ The palace on
the south side of the catbedral is ‘neatly built, and, on that side, appears like a castle, being fortified with an
embattled wall and a ditch by Ralph de Erghum, who came to the chair a.p. 1388. He also made the college for
the vicars and singing men on the north side of the church.”

| WiLris's Mitred Abbeys, vol. ii. p. 200.

9§ Lansdowne MS. 905, LXXIX. F. p.50. ‘ The Bm Palace on the So. side the cathedral is a fabrick to
be admired for its grandeur, looking towards the South like a Castle,\ being fortified with an embattled wall
“ by Ralph de Erghum :=by-Raiph-de-Shrewsbury;-Brof-Wellens-here:?
and a ditch, and the prebendarys houses are handsomely built on the other side. This BP also built a neat
college for the vicars and singing men on the North side of the Church.” And, in p. 51, “ The Bishop’s Palace
is a handsome structure, standing on the south side of the Cathedral, and appears like a Castle, being fortified
with an embattled wall and a ditch, by Ralph de Erghum, elected bishop a.p. 1388. He also built a neat college
for the vicars and singing men on the North side of the Cathedral.”

In Campen’s Britannia, Bishop Erghum is also said to have built the ¢ College of Vicars, first founded by
R. de Salopia,” and “enlarged by Bekington,” see vol. i. p. 77, London, 1789. See, also, p. 187 of the edition,
London, 1772. See Pucin’s Examples, 2d series, p. 43,
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Nicholas Bubwith, as his arms occur on the ,door of the Chapel, and also
on the painted glass of the windows.

The next and principal addition made to this building was by Bishop
Thomas Beckington,* who built the Close-Hall-Gate, or Chain-Gate, which
connects the Vicars’ Close with the Cathedral ; it extends from the Hall to the
staircase leading (from the North Transept) to the Chapter House; of
which the flight is continued to the floor of the gallery over this gateway.
This eminent and distinguished person, who, by Godwyn, is characterised as
““a good statesman, a good churchman, a good townsman, a good subject,
a good kinsman, a good master, and a good man,” was a munificent
benefactor to the church and city of Wells. Soon after his promotion to
this see, he built a row of houses on the north side of the Market-place,
which he called his Nova Opera; and granted a supply of water from St.
Andrew’s Well, in the grounds of the Episcopal Palace, to a conduit in the
market-place, flowing night and day, which he vested in the master, brethren,
and burgesses of the City of Wells for ever;+ in commemoration of which
benefit, they bound themselves to visit yearly the spot in the cathedral where
he should be interred, there to pray for his soul, and the souls of all the
faithful deceased: and he granted an indulgence of forty days to all such as

* Thomas de Beckington, LL.D., succeeded to the see of Bath and Wells on the 13th of October, 1443, in the
peaceable enjoyment of which he remained till his death, which took place on the 14th of January, 1464-5. He seems
to have been of obscure origin, as he took his name from the small town of Beckington, near Frome, Somersetshire ;
and in a Journal of Beckington, published in 1828 by Nicholas Harris Nicolas, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, it is conjectured
that his birth took place about 1385, which would make him 80 years of age at his death; this is by no means impro-
bable, as he was obliged to apply for permission to absent himself from parliament on account of his advanced age.
He was educated at William de Wykeham's College, at Winchester ; and, whilst there, seems to bave attracted the
attention of that prolate for his abilities and comeliness of person; having distinguished himself, he was removed to
Wykebam’s New College, at Oxford, of which he became a fellow in 1408 ; he took the degree of Doctor of Laws,
and obtained various ecclesiastical dignities, He was afterwards appointed tutor to the young King Henry VI.
was made Dean of the Arches, Chancellor to Humphrey, duke of Gloucester, Archdeacon of Buckingham, Prehendary of
Lichfield, York,and Wells, Rector of St. Leonard’s, near Hastings, and of Sutton, in the diocess of Salisbury. He seems
to have acquired great fame by writing a refutation of the Salique Law, which proved the right of the Kings of England
to the crown of France. This called forth additional favours from the court, and he was made principal Secretary of
State and Keeper of the Privy Seal. In 1442, he was intrusted, together with Robert Roos, knt., and Edward Hull, esq.,
with an embassy to negotiate a marriage between the king, Henry V1., and a daughter of the Count of Armagnac.
Henry at length got bim elected to this see, to which he was consecrated in Eton College Chapel, October 13th, a.n.
1443.—See a Life of this bishop affixed to a Journal of one of the Suite of Beckington, by Nicnoras Haruis Nicovas, Esq.,
Barrister-at-Law. Gopwyn, De Prasulibus. Brirtun’s Wells Cathedral, pp. 43-48, and 111.  Anglia Sacra. WiLLis's
Survey of Cathedrals, &c. CassaN's Lives of the Bishops of Bath and Wells.

By many, Beckington is styled the Founder of the Vicars’ Close; but he himself did not presume to such
distinction ; as, in the statutes and injunctions revised by bim, is one which enjoins, ** That every vicar going out
or going in att the Close Gate shall say a Pater Noster and an Ave Maria for the soul of the Bishop Ralph of Shrewsbury,
Sfounder of the said Close, and for the souls of his predecessors, ffathers, and mothers, and their benefactors, and for
all Christian souls.” — The Statutes and Charter of Close Hall, p. 12, MS, in the possession of the Bishop of Bath and
Wells.

t Goowyx, De Presulibus, p. 380.
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should duly perform this solemn service. He built three gate-houses,
one leading from the Market-place into the palace, one from the same into
the Cathedral Close to the south, and a third, the Chain-gate referred to, ex-
tending from the Vicars’ Close to the cathedral on the north, which seems to
have been the principal addition made to this building by him in his lifetime;
see Plate XVIL-XVIII., which shews a transverse section through the hall
looking west, with an elevation of this gate-house on the left or south side, and
the tower and staircase, on the right or north side, ascending from the close to
the hall. This gateway, which formed the entrance into the Cathedral Close
from the north-west, consists of a vaulted carriage-way and a passage on each
side for pedestrians ; over these, and leading from the hall into the chapter-house
staircase, is a gallery of communication for the vicars-choral when required to
perform service in the choir.* This building is chaste and elegant in design,
and is ornamented with mouldings beautifully executed in freestone ; over the
centre arch are two compartments or bays, divided by enriched pinnacles ter-
minating in crockets and finials above a panelled parapet; each bay contains
a window of two lights, divided by a transom, with a canopied niche and
statue in the centre, under one arch and label; one of these compartments is
shewn on a larger scale in Plate X¥X. Over each passage is a window -of two
lights with similar tracery, and the same design is carried through, by windows
of three lights, till it abuts against the north wall of the ehapter-house staircase,
except that the pinnacles are stopped under the parapet by a sculptured head
or foliated boss. On this building Beckington’s arms and rebus occur three
times, viz. on the key-stone of the vaulting, and under each of the two windows
of the small ante-room which communicates from the hall to the passage or
withdrawing-room. See Plates XII., XIV., and XVII.-XVIII.

In his will, after various bequests to the churches of Bath and Wells,

* Hinerarium Willelmi de Worcestre, ed. J. Nasmitn, 1778, p. 286. Under the works by Beckington, at Wells,
be has the following referring to this gateway : “ Item fecit aliam portam apud le close, extendendo de le close usque
le cathedrall chyrch per vias et voltam sicco pede cooperto ad mat —— et constabat in edificiis ultra D marcas.”
See CoLLinsoN, vol. iii. p. 403. In Brrrroz’s Wells Cathedral, Pl 111. shews the commencement of the staircase,
from the north transept to the chapter-house on the left of the picture; Pl I., ground plan, shews, in the plan of the
chapter-house, the stairs continued beyond the entrance, up to the Vicars’ Gallery ; Pl IV. shews the west elevation of
this gateway, but the two centre windows ought Let to be shewn glazed in the middle, as statues occupy niches there ;
Pl XX. shews a view of the Entrance Gateway of the Close, and the Chain-gate and gallery, from the east; Pl XVIIL
shews an interior of the staircase to the chapter-house, which leads up to the Vicars’ Gullery, the steps winding
to the right into the chapter-house. In Bairton's Picturesqus Antiquities of English Cities are two perspective
views of the Vicars” Closs, Wells; one shewing The Chapel; on the left, part of the Chaplain's House, and on the
right, part of the Vicars’ Duwellings, aud one of the small Porches, which has a good effect. The other is a view
through the Entrance Gateway, shewing the Vicars' Dwellings, and the Chapel in the distance.—See p. 72 of the
Descriptions.

e e
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and others in his diocess, as also to his servants and dependants, he left
twenty pounds to each of his three executors, who were Rickard Swan,* Pre-
centor of Wells and Rector of Yevelton; Hugh Sugar, alias Norris, LL.D.}
Treasurer of Wells; and Jokrn Pope,* alias Talbot, D.D., Prebendary of
St. Decumans, and Rector of Shyre; with a request that they would bhestow
the residue of his property “in pios usus:” a trust which they conscientiously
fulfilled by adding to the Close or College of the Vicars-choral, which they
rendered the most beautiful of the kind in England.} It is to be presumed
that they restored or rebuilt entirely the Vicars’ Dwellings, which consist
of forty-two houses, twenty-one on each side of the area, with gardens
attached, divided by dwarf walls, and having each a porch at the entrance; as
on the chimney-shafts of these houses, under the arms of the see and those of

Beckington alternately, their several rebuses are introduced successively. See
Plates II. and IV.

® John Pope & Ric. Swan, clici, dederunt manerium de Schepbam & advocactém eccliee ejusd., qua habuerunt ex
dono et feoffamento Tho. de Bekynton epi, Willo Witham, decano Well. et capitulo, ac sirum totum jus sunm in manerio
de Ceddre eisdem decano et capitulo, in usum et sustentac3ém vicariorum chéralium eccl. cath. Well. 9. E. IV.” — Harl.
MSS. 6968. p. 65. .

t Hugh Sugar, alias Norris, LL.D., was collated Archdeacon of Bath, Feb. 26, 1459, and Treasurer of Wells,
May 1, 1460 ; he died in the latter end of April, or beginning of May, 1489 (L Nxve's Fasti), as on the 29th of May,
1489, Oliver Benbam was installed, by procuration, Prebendary of Lutton, vacant by his death.—Harl. MSS. 6968. By
the same MS. it appears, that he was at continual variance with the dean and chapter, as, in vigil Pasch. Richard
Worthington, of Wells, was unjustly and privily installed Precentor of Wells, and Prebendary of Combe 12 annexed, by
Hugh Sugar, the treasurer, against the statutes and ordinances of the church. The dean and chapter wrote two
admonitory letters, but he refused to give-up the three keys of the common seal which were in his keeping ; and, on the
19th May, 1487, it was ordained by the dean and chbapter, that in the suit pending between the dean and chapter of
the one part, and Richard Worthington, the rejected preceator, of the otber part, that the three keys which were in
the custody of Hugh Sugar, as senior residentiary, should remain in the hands of the precentor or the next senior
residentiary, and that the said Hugh Sugar, in the absence of the dean and sub-dean, should not occupy the place of
president of the’ chapter, but the precentor, or the next senior residentiary. Richard Worthington was' fined twenty
pounds for disobedience and contempt; he submitted to the dean and chapter, and was forthwith admitted Precentor
of Wells, and installed Prebendary of Combe 12, aunexed to that office, vacant by the death of Richard Swan. Oa
the 19th Oct. 1487, there was a dispute beweeen him and the dean and chapter, for felliug and injuring trees growing in
the cemetery, and for letting oat graves, also for neglecting to supply lights for divine service, settled by compromise.
On the 2d of April, 1488, an ecclesiastical suit was instituted against Hugh Sugar, for diminishing the number of lights,
and for other serious injuries. Hugh Sugar is said by Goowyn, De Prasulibus, p. 381, to have built the beautiful
Chauntry Chapel, opposite to that of Bishop Bubwith, in the Nave; but by this MS. it appears that it was built by his,
Sugar’s, executor, William Bocat, in lieu of a wooden one, which originally stood there: ‘22 Jun. 1489, Mag’ Will. Bocat.
canon resident. nomine ac vice executor Mugri Hug. Sugar, nup. Thesauri licentiam petiit a dec. et capflo, ad pro-
sternend. & abatrabend. capellam ligneam in navi eccliz & ne novo erigend. & reedificand. eandé ibidem.” Mr. Britton
has cited Godwyn, see p. 112, Hist. of Wells Cathedral. He built a stone lantern, which was removed by the order of
the dean and chapter. 7 Sep. 1489, decretii est qd duo cerei ardere deberent in pulpito juxta antiquam consuetudinem
diz eccl. ac prout juxta ordinale ejusd. ecclia ordinatur: decretum etiam est qd laterns lapides nup p Mag. Hug.
Sugar facta et constructa distruatur et amoveatur.” This, probably, may have led to the mistake. -

t  Opes ab Episcopo relictas impenderunt isti universas, in Collegio augendo Vicariorum Choralium; quod omnium
totius Anglim ejus generis speciosissimum reddiderunt.”—Gopwyn~, De Presulibus, p. 881. ¢ Under three Gravestones,
parallel to each other, lie Sugar, Swan, and Talbot, executors of Bishop Beckington, who finished the Vicars' Choral Close:
of whom see an account in Goowy~, De Prasulibus,”— WiLLs's Mitred Abbeys, vol. ii. p. 375.

\
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On the side of the south oriel window of the hall is a shield bearing a
cross of St. Andrew, with the name of Rirus Pomerop (see Plates XV. and
XVL); but to whom this refers it is difficult to say: these two windows
and the fire-place bear marks of later date than any other portion of the
building, and seem inserted after it was finished, as the manner in which
the oriel, shewn in Plate XV., cuts into the buttress, indicates. On the
chimney-piece of the hall this benefactor’s name again occurs in a flowing
scroll, which runs thus:

¥n bestris prect Habeats comedatu Yom Wicardu JPomvop quem salvet ¥hs. Amen.

On this scroll, at intervals, are five shields emblazoned; the first very nearly
resembles the arms borne by Sir John Trevellyan, of Nettlecombe Hall,
Wiveliscombe,® in this county, at which place Ralph of Shrewsbury died ;
the next those of Beckington ; the centre are the royal arms of England and
France; the next those of Bath and Wells impaled in one; and the last
resembles those which Edmonstone gives for the name of Pomeroy,{ the
blazoning only being different, which may easily be accounted for, as they are
painted, and in renewing them.they may have been varied. Ralph Pomeroy,
the first of that name in this country, accompanied William the Conqueror
from Normandy-; he was a Norman by birth, and for his valuable assistance in
the Conquest by that prince had fifty-eight lordships granted to him in Devon,
and others in Somerset. The first of the name of Rickard, which occurs in this
family, was Sir Richard Pomerai, Knt., eldest son of Henry Pomerai and Alice,
daughter of Walter Raleigh of Fardell, his first wife ; whose son, Sir Edward
Pomerai, was a Knight of the Bath at the creation of Henry Prince of Wales,
afterwards King Henry VIIL. :{ whether this was the person remains doubtful,
but seems more than probable from the connexion of the family with this
county. From this family Lord Harberton, of Carbery, in the county of
Kildare, Ireland, is descended, and the arms borne by that nobleman very nearly
resemble those before-mentioned.

* The Trevillian arms, according to Edmonstone, are * gu. ten bars wavy ar. and as., a demi-horse, issuant
rampant, ar. :” and these are the only arms charged with a demi-horse issuant rampant.—Heraldry, vol. ii. p. 34 of the
Ordinary of Arms.

t The Pomery, or Pommeroy arms, given by the same author, are * or, a lion rampant gu., within a hordure engrailed
sable.”— Ibid. p. 18, ibid.

t Lopcx’s Peerage of Ireland, vol. vii. p. 216. The name was first written de Pomerio, afterwards de Pomery, and now
Pomeroy.— Ibid. p. 214.

§ They are, or, within a bordure engrailed sable, a lion rampant gules, holding in the dexter fore-paw an apple
slipped.— Dzeretr’s Complete Peerage, 1836, p. 521. This family were possessed for centuries of Berry-Pomeroy Castle,
Co. Devon.
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On a building adjoining the west wall of this chapel, which may be con-
sidered as part of the chaplain’s dwelling, under a large window (now nearly
destroyed) are four shields ; the first bears the arms of Beckington ; the second,
those of the see of Wells; the third, those of Bath and Wells conjointly; and
the fourth, quarterly ; first and fourth, argent, three blackmoors’ heads proper,
two and one ; second and third, gules, on a fesse, between three leopards’ heads,
or, as many fleurs-de-lis, sable ; the last quarterings are the arms of Stillington,
as given by Edmonstone ; and Bxshop Stillington succeeded Beckington in this
see, A.D. 1466.*

At the Reformation this establishment did not share the fate of other
religious houses, although ¢ some sacrilegious people had hoped to spoil it,” but
Elizabeth, thinking that such a villanous deed would not be borne, granted a
charter, which is dated from Westminster in the twenty-fourth year of her
reign, constituting them a body corporate and politic, with the title of * Principals,
Seniors, and Vicars Choral of the Choir in the Cathedral Church of St. Andrew
at Wells,” and allowed them a common seal. It restricts their number to, not
less than fourteen, nor more than twenty.

In the Hall is a painting which represents the vicars kneeling before the
bishop, Ralph de Salopid, who is seated on his throne on the left side of the
picture, holding in his right hand a petition of the former, which runs thus:—

FPer dicos posft billee,
pater alme vogamus,
At stmul unitf, te

dante VoMOF MANLAMUS.

And in his left hand is his answer, to which the episcopal seal is attached, and

runs thus :—
Vestra petunt merita,
quol sfnt concessa petfta
Ot maneatis fta,
loca fecimus bic stabilfta.

And on the painting are the arms of the see of Bath and Wells. This picture
must be the one alluded to by Godwyn,} and, after the confirmation of their
charter by Queen Elizabeth, must have been added to, as the seventeen figures
to the right of those kneeling are entirely in a different costume, with ruffles

® Collinson gives these the same as above, but, erroneously, fusils instead of fleurs-de.lis ; he does not say whose
they are.—Vol. iii. p. 376.
t De Presulibus, in Vitd Radulphi de Saloptd
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such as were worn in Elizabeth’s time; between is a portion of a curtain, as if
the original had extended no further; these figures, also, are larger, and do not at
all harmonise with the others: immediately under the bishop is the following
inscription, which must have been added at the same time :—

Quag primus struxit

summa pietate Wadulphus
Dispersts nobis hospitioque Vedit
Qedes, consimili studio

pia facta secutus,

Weckingtonus eas

auxit bonore, bonis.

Regali tandem Homabit

stngula nobfs

Qssensu, princeps @lizabetba suo.
@lizabetha bonfs nungquam
contravia ceptfs,

Qapfrans studffs lizabethba bonis.
IBis nos omatl Yonis.

regina, precamuy
Seeptra tenens Hibas
@lizabetha diu.

There is no account of any further benefaction to this body since the last-
named charter of incorporation granted by Queen Elizabeth, nor of any addi-
tion having been made to the buildings; and, in concluding the history of
this unique and interesting college, which Godwyn says “the executors of
Beckington had rendered the most beautiful of the kind in all England,”* it
were, indeed, to be wished that a more agreeable task were allotted to the
author, than a faithful description of the manner in which the whole Close
has been maintained in repair since that period. It would naturally enough
be supposed, after so munificent. a gift by the founder, and so many valuable
additions to the temporalities and comforts of the inhabitants by subsequent
benefactors, that a true spirit of gratitude would have been manifested among
the successors of those immediately receiving so sumptuous an asylum with
many other benefits, and that their first care would have been to retain, as
much as possible, the pristine beauty of the several buildings composing their .

*® Opes ab Episcopo relictas impenderunt isti universas, in Collegio augendo Vicariorum Chorslium, quod omnium
totius Angli® ejus generis speciosissimum reddiderunt.——Goowyn, D¢ Presulibus, in Vitd Tomae de Beckington.
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college and delineated in the following Plates. But, alas, how lamentably the
reverse of this has been the case! for no one, who was not intimately acquainted
with the peculiarities of the various styles of Gothic architecture, and able to
discover from the present ruinous condition of the exquisitely carved work
what it originally has been, would persuade himself that these were faithful re-
presentations of the Vicars’ Close. The Chapel he would find in disuse, and
filled with lumber ; the ceiling of the Hall hanging down in large patches; the
rooms under converted into a malting-house; the houses modernised with
common sash-windows, bastard Italian doors, and plain parapets; and a com-
mon shop-front within a few short weeks inserted under the beautiful little
oriel window shewn in Plates V. and VI., at the very entrance to the Close
from the street: and this by one of their own body, as if in positive defiance of
the advocates of good taste and a proper feeling of reverence. The elegant
pinnacles and panelled parapet of the gallery over the Chain-Gate, are so com-
pletely decayed and ruinous, that the loose stones threaten danger to the passers
by, and the profiles of the mouldings are hardly discernible. On a visit to
Wells, in May last, the author could not but congratulate himself that his
lamented friend, Mr. Pugin, had so opportunely snatched, as it were, the
beauties of this example of Gothic art from utter oblivion, and that he should
have been the means of thus handing them down to posterity. He knows it will
be advanced by the participators in this reckless spoliation, that in, Catholic
times, when celibacy was enjoined, their predecessors, not having to provide for
families, could better afford repairs; but when some of the founder’s statutes
and injunctions are acknowledged, all should be equally in force, and one of
them provides for the repairs of each house by its respective inhabitant vicar.
It is under the head of * The Qffice and Power of the Principals,” and runs thus:
 Moreover they shall yearly see and oversee the defaults of every man’s house
situate within the said Close, and shall judge and esteem the reparation thereof,
and shall admonish the said vicars, that, within a certain time by them appointed,
they shall sufficiently repair and amend all such faults in and upon their houses
under certain pains, to be moderated by the arbitrement of the said principals.”
The original number of thirteen was augmented greatly before Beckington’s
time, and we may presume kept pace with the augmentation of the prebends, as
his executors provided forty-two houses ; which number corresponds with the
number of prebendaries at present attached to the cathedral who are not resi-
dentiary. By Elizabeth’s charter, as before stated, their number was restricted
to twenty ; consequently, many of the houses have been thrown into one and
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modernised, retaining only the mouldering remains of the elegant chimney shafts
represented in Plate IV. Surely, a uniform retention of the original design
could be insisted upon by the bishop as visitor, and, also, an enforcement of the
statutes and ordinances by the principals, who seem sadly to have neglected
their duty, in thus allowing * so faire a place” to hasten to decay.

]
|



DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES.

PraTE I. GENERAL GROUND-PLAN OF THE VICARS’ CLOSE AND THE CHAIN-GATE.

Tais is a Ground-plan of the whole range of buildings, as completed by Bishop
Beckington and his executors, forming the Vicars' College, or Close ; and
also. of the Chain-Gate, by which it is connected, across the road, with the
Cathedral at AA. B is a room under the Common Hall, used, probably, as a
beer-cellar. C is a vaulted room under the Kitchen, communicating with other
offices to the left, or west: D, vaulting under the Great Staircase, leading from
the Close to the Hall, and which is entered at F by a richly groined Porck®
under the Tower.4 E is the Entrance-Gateway leading from the road or street
to the Close.; GG are two rows of houses forming the Vicars' Dwellings,
- each containing, on the ground-floor, one living-room, a staircase, and a privy,
with a small garden in front, walled round, and entered by a porch, with a
yard behind ; on the first floor, one sleeping-room : each room has a fire-place,
one window and a loop-hole in front, and one window in the rear.§ H is a
beautiful little Clhapel at the north end of the area, connected to the first
house, on the left hand, by a small building, supposed to have formed part
of the chaplain’s dwelling, which is ornamented by four panels under the
window, containing shields; the first to the left hand bears the arms of the
see of Wells; the second, those of the united see of Bath and Wells; the third,
those of Beckington; and the fourth, what are supposed to be those of Stil-
lington ; these last are delineated in Plate VI®. Over the Chapel is a Library,
approached by a small circular staircase in the north-west corner.|| I is the
situation, on the first floor, of the elegant little Orie! Window represented in
Plates V. and VI. This house, we may safely presume, was the dwelling, ori-
ginally, of one of the principals; it communicates with the entrance-gateway
by a lobby and door. KK are two Wells, which have, to this day, a plentiful
® A plan of the groining is given in Plate XXV. t See Plates XVII. a.ndXVIII.
ﬂ“tn 1!:: portion of the plan will be better understood by referring to Plates XII. and XIII., and the descriptions of

§ These houses are more fully delineated in Plates II,, 1II., IV., V., and VI.
J| See Plates VII., VIIL., IX., X., and XI.
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supply of water. The area within the buildings is, from N. to S., 436 feet long,
and from E. to W., at the north end, 56 feet broad, and at the south end,
65 feet broad. This difference in the breadth may be accounted for by a
wish on the part of the architect to command as good a view as possible from
the street under the entrance-gateway,* and thereby to assist the perspective
in giving an idea of great length. The width within the garden walls in the
centre of the area, is, at the north end, 19 feet, and at the south end, 21 feet:
references are engraved on the Plate for convenience.

TaEe Vicars’ DWELLINGS.

Prate II. shews an Elevation of each house, as originally completed, on
the left-hand side of the Plate. A chimney-shaft rises from the ground, between
the door and the windows,—it is octagonal at top, and is perforated like a
lantern by two openings on each side ; immediately above the cornice, under
the eaves of the roof, is a panel containing a quatrefoil and a shield, with the
arms of the united see of Bath and Wells impaled in one, which occurs along
the whole range of buildings on either side, with those of the see of Wells and
those of Beckington. Below the cornice is another panel, which also contains
a shield, bearing the rebus, or device of Richard Swan, one of Beckington's
executors; this occurs consecutively with those of his coadjutors, Hugh Sugar
and Jokn Pope.—See Plate VI*. On the right-hand side of the Plate is a trans-
verse section of each house cut through the door-ways, and shews a profile of
the chimney-shaft ; it will be better understood by referring to

Prate IIL., which gives a Ground-plan of each house; the rooms are
19 ft. 11 in. by 12 ft. 10 in. in the clear inside. The staircase lies at the back, and
is 6 ft. 2 in. square. From centre to centre of party-wall is 21 ft. This Plate
also shews a longitudinal section of each house; the room on the ground-floor
is 8 ft. 7 in. high; that on the first floor is 8 ft. 9 in. high to the top of the wall
plate, and 13 ft. to the point of the arched rib. This section shews the door,
the windows, and the fire-places ; also the oak roof, which is open to the point
of the rafters, and ornamented with moulded ribs and cross-braces, the purlins
being canted off on the inside angles; above the wall-plate, the ends of the
rafters are concealed by a neat battlemented cornice.}

® See Plate in page 72 of Brrrron’s Picturesque Antiquities of English Cities, where this very view is given, but
shewing the modern additions to the houses. '

t One only of these houses remained in its original state, but sadly dilapidated, when Mr. Pugin visited Wells ; and
tbat one is now altered and modernised ! !!
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Prate 1V. gives, at No. 1, the Chimney-shaft to a larger scale, with plans
taken at different heights, and sections of the mouldings still larger, which are
explained by letters of reference on the Plate; and, at No. 2, the window of
the first floor: those of the ground-floor are similar, but are longer, and divided
by a transom. See Plate II.

Prate V. This Plate shews an elevation and section of the Oriel Window,
which looks into the street; it is terminated at the top by mouldings, in three
divisions, or stages, surmounted by a fleur-de-lis; below the sill are two
quatrefoils with plain shields in front, and one in each angular return. It is
ornamented below by tracery-headed panels, terminating at a point at the
bottom and resting on a stone corbel sculptured into a head. This window,
no doubt, originally had tracery-headed lights, the centre divided into two by
a mullion as shewn in dotted lines, which, for the sake of modern convenience,
have been destroyed and cut square. A plan of the soffit, or corbelling, is

shewn under the elevation. The section shews its projection from the wall,
which is 1 ft. 1 in.

Prate VI. No. 2 is a plan of this Oriel Window, half shews the soffit
inside, the supposed mullion is dotted in: to the left are different details and
sections of the mouldings referred to the section on Plate V. by letters. No. 1
shews the end elevation of the east row of houses towards the street,* in the
centre of which the Oriel Window is situated.4 The apex of the gable ter-

minates in a finial, and is surmounted by a chimney-shaft similar to that shewn
in Plate IV.}

PrLaTe VI*. gives one of the Porches at the entrance of each garden, with
details at No. 1; these were originally surmounted by a lion, similar to that
shewn on the Conduit in the Bishop’s Garden, which was built by Beckington.§
These porches, however, seem to be of a later date, and so little did they appear

® See Letter I, Plate 1.

1 In late repairs, a small window was discovered to the left of this, but was immediately stopped up again and
plastered over ; under this unique example of refined taste, a modern shop-front has been inserted by one of the seniors
of the vicars choral, who, being a baker in the town, I presume will carry on his trade here, At the same time, the
window itself was threatened with destruction, and, I believe, was partly removed, but d in q of a
general outcry against such wilful spoliation !

$ The chimney-shaft in this gable was the only one existing from which the lantern top could be sketched and
measured ; it still exists, but the work is hardly discernible.

§ See Plate LVIIL, and page 47, Pvoin’s Ezamples of Gothic Architecture, Second Series.
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to present that was interesting, that it was not intended at first to give them in
this work ; but on a visit to Wells, the author was so much pleased with their
effect,* that this, an additional Plate, was provided to include them and the
following coats of arms. No. 3 are supposed to be the arms of Bishop Stilling-
ton, who succeeded Beckington in the episcopal chair, and in whose time these
buildings were completed by the executors of the latter: they are, quarterly,
first and fourth, argent, three blackmoors’ heads proper ; second and third, gules,
on a fesse, between three leopards’ heads, or, three fleurs-de-lis sable.4 The
rebuses, or devices, shewn at No. 2, viz. a fesse between three swans for Richard
Swan ; the letter H and three sugar loaves for Hugh Sugar; and a chevron
between two roses in chief, and a talbot in base, for John Pope or Talbot; are
those of Beckington’s three executors. See description of Plate II.

" THE CHAPEL AND LIBRARY.

Prate VII. On the right hand is the south elevation towards the Close,
and on the left, a transverse section looking east. The lower windows,
it will be seen, are of an earlier date than those above, and this portion of
the building probably formed part of the original design by Bishop Ralph de
Salopid; the Library was added, probably, by Bishop Beckington, as, on the
bell turret, shewn in' Plate XI., is a shield impaling the arms of the united
see of Bath and Wells with those of Beckington. The windows being
square-headed, and the parapet adorned with three elegant niches, both of a
later date in style than the chapel or lower windows, seems to favour this
supposition ; and it corresponds with others of his works in this city, especially
the Entrance-Gateway from the Market-place to the Bishop’s Palace. This
Chapel, originally, was entered from the west, as before mentioned (page 3 of
the ¢ Historical Account”); and when the gardens were added in front of the
houses, the door was, most likely, stopped up, as in the west wall a counter-
arch is discernible in the masonry, and another inserted under the spring of
one of the windows. In the Section to the left of the Plate is shewn the Altar
with two niches, one on either side, raised on panelled bases. The east
window, here shewn, is now blocked up; there is also a window to the east,
in the Library over; the roof of this room is open to the point of the rafters,
the ribs being slightly moulded and resting on brackets.

® See Britron's Picturesque Antiguities, Plate in page 72, where is a view of the Chapel in the Vicars’ Close, and
shews one of these Porches in perspective.

t Collinson gives the same urms as these as being on the Chapel, with the exception of the fleurs-de-lis, which he
bas erroneously written fusils ; he does not mention to whom they belong.— History of Somersetshire, vol. iii. p. 403.
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Puate VIIL. shews at the bottom a Plan of the Chapel, one half of the
ceiling is dotted in, which is of oak, divided into four compartments by richly
moulded girders, each divided again into four, which are again subdivided into
four panels; on the intersections are pateras or bosses, one of which is drawn
at large at A. Above is the plan of the Library, which communicates with the
Chapel by -2 small circular staircase; one of the quarrels of the windows is
given one-third full size.

Prate IX. gives the Door-case and Oak Door at large; on the tracery
are placed four shields, which are so mutilated as to be hardly made out: the
first, to the left, arms unknown; on the second are those of the united see of
Bath and Wells, on the sinister side of the saltier ought to be shewn two keys
indorsed ; the third unknown ; on the fourth are those of Nicholas Bubwith,
who was bishop of this see in 1407 ; they are a fesse engrailed, gules, between
three groups of conjoined kolly-leaves, four in each, and correspond with those
on his monumental chapel in the nave of the cathedral :* these arms occur,
also, in the stained glass of the chapel windows. In the jamb-mouldings are
pateras to correspond in design with the windows, under one of which this
door-case is inserted.

Prate X. contains the Windows of the Chapel and Library to a larger scale;
one of the lights of the latter is shewn glazed, the quarrels are like that given,
one-third the full size, in Plate VIII.; it also contains details of the same.

Puate XI. The Bell-Turret at large, in elevation and profile; the shield
impales the arms of the united see of Bath and Wells; which are, azure, a
saltier per saltier, quarterly quartered, or and argent [or the cross of St.
Andrew, who is the patron-saint of the church of Wells]: on the dexter side
of the saltier are two keys indorsed, the upper or, the lower argent, and on
the sinister side, a sword or, charged with a crosier erect, or [these are the
‘arms of Bath Abbey]: with those of Beckington, viz. argent on a fesse

* Nicholas Bubwith, bishop of Sarum, and treasurer of England, was advanced to this see by the pope, 7th
October, 1407. He contributed considerably to the N.W. tower of the Cathedral at Wells, built the Library over the
" eastern cloisters, and a small Chapel leading from the cloisters themselves; which last, however, was soon afterwards
destroyed : whether this door originally belonged to it may form matter of conjecture, but does net seem unlikely. He
also constructed a small Chantry Chapel in the nave, wherein, after his decease, on the 27th Oetober, 1424, he was
buried, having appointed three priests to celebrate a daily mass there for the good of his soul. He also founded an
Almshouse, near the north side of St. Cuthbert’s Church in this city, and erected a small Chapel in Bath Abbey.—
Britron’s Wells Cathedral, pp. 42 and 110,

D
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azure, betweeh, in chief, three stags’ heads caboshed, gules, attired or ; and in
base three pheons, two and one, sable; a mitre labelled of the fourth.* No. 2
shews one of the mickes at the corner of the parapet, which is very elegantly
designed, with buttresses, pinnacles, and crockets; the parapet-mouldings are
drawn ene-sixth the full size.

Tuae CovmmoN HaLL, ENTRANCE-GATEWAY, AND THE CHAIN-GATE.

Prate XIL is a Ground-plan of the Entrance-Gateway to the Close, on
the right, which is groined; from the street are two entrances, a carriage-
way and a foot-way, see A B, and one arch leads into the Close. From
this gateway a door opens to the left into. a room E F, which probably
served as a beer-cellar ; it communicates with the Hall above, by a circular
staircase out of one of the four arched recesses in the north wall, and with
the Close by two doors, one on either side of the building projecting to the
north, which contains the Great Staircase. 1 is vaulting under the stairs.
G H is vaulting under the kitchen, which communicates with other offices to the
west, where we may presume the Bakehouse was situated. Out of the Entrance-
Gateway, another door opens to the east, into what we may safely presume to
have been one of the principals’ dwellings, which is the first house of the east
row, and fronts the street ; the small oriel is situated in the south gable of this
house. See Plate VI. At C D, under the Tower, is the Porch leading to the
Great Staircase, which is richly groined ; the details are given in Plate XXV. to
a larger scale. To the south is the Chain-Gate, or the Close-Hall-Gate, built by
Beckington over the road, before described. The centre archway is an oblong
parallelogram, and is groined similarly to the Entrance-Gateway, except that in
the centre is a panel containing the Arms of Beckington on a shield, with his
rebus on each side, which is given at large in Plate XXV. Details of the
Piers are given one-eighth the full size, and are referred by letters. References
to the various rooms, &c., are also engraved on the Plate for convenience.

Prate XIII is the First-floor Plan of the same portion: it shews the
Common Hall; to the west of which is the Kitchen, &c.; to the north is the
Grand Staircase before referred to, it leads from the Close to the Hall, the
ceiling of which is here shewn. In the Tower, and immediately over the Porch,
is the Muniment Room, the only entrance to which is from the Hall by a small
circular staircase E, into a room over the Great Staircase, and out of the other

® 4 Journal cf one of the suite of Beckington, by Nicholas Harris Nicolas, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, 1828, p. lxvii.
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extremity of this room is another small circular staircase F, leading down to this
room of safety. A better mode for concealing treasure or documents, and at
‘the same time for lodging them in safety, could hardly be imagined. The
dimensions of this room are 8 ft. square, and it is fitted up with strong presses.
Immediately opposite the door from the Grand Staircase is one leading to A,
the Small Lobby, which communicates into the Vicars' Gallery, B, over the
Chain-Gate; at the south end of this Gallery a door opens into a small irregular
Anteroom, out of which a staircase leads direct south, into that by which the
Chapter-House is ascended from the north transept of the Cathedral; thereby
always ensuring a dry walk for the Vicars Choral when required to perform
divine service. Various details of this plan are given one-eighth the full size,
some one-fourth the full size, and are referred by letter. References to the
various rooms are engraved on the Plate for convenience. '

Prate XIV. shews the South Elevation of the Hall and Entrance-Gateway,
together with a section taken transversely across the Chain-Gate and the Vicars’
Gallery. It will be seen that part of the original design by Ralph of Shrews-
bury can still be discovered in the lancet-headed window of two lights, divided
by a heavy mullion and transom. The style is quite at variance with the Oriel
Window and the Entrance-Gateway, the former being quite of a late period of
the Tudor, and the latter not much older.

Prate XV. gives an Elevation Section and details of the South Oriel
Window in the Hall over the Entrance-Gateway, shewn in the preceding Plate.
There are two of these windows, situated opposite each other at the east end of
the Hall, and must have been inserted after the buildings were completed, as
may be seen by the manner in which this one cuts into the buttress to the
right. On the wall inside is a shield in stone, bearing the arms of the see of
Wells, and the name of Ritug Pomerop; by whom, probably, these windows

and the fireplace, together with the napkin or scroll-panelling round the Hall,
were added.

Prate XVI. gives a Plan of this window, one half of the Interior Eleva-

tion, and one half of the Soffit in section, together with different details referred
by letter to Plate XV. and this.

Prate XVII.-XVIII. A double Plate; shews, in the centre, a Transverse
Section of the Hall through the Oriel Windows and Entrance-Gateway, looking.
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west. To the left is the east elevation of the Chain-Gate and Vicars’ Gallery,
which is a beautiful and unique specimen of good taste. It is thought by some,
that Beckington, by whose munificence this valuable addition was made to the
Vicars’ Close, was his own architect, and that he acquired his knowledge from
William of Wickham; which is not improbable, he having been patronised by
that distinguished prelate, and of whose College at Oxford he was a fellow.
It is of the Perpendicular or Tudor Style, before it acquired that excess of
ornament observable in many buildings of the subsequent periods. On the
west side the elevation is regular, and one of the niches contains a statue of
St. Andrew : whom the two shewn in this elevation represent is not known, as'
they are so much decayed. To the right of the Hall is an elevation of the
Tower and Great Staircase; the details of the lower square-headed windows
are given at N, in Plate XIII.

Prate XIX. shews one of the compartments of the Vicars’ Gallery over the
centre archway of the Chain-Gate. The two lights of this window, which are
divided by a canopied niche, form two distinct windows inside. A plan of the
jamb is given in Plate XIII., one-eighth the full size, at K: other details are
shewn on this Plate, and are referred by letters. In the string-course under the
window are, alternately, parts of Beckington’s arms, viz. a pheon in the centre,
and two stags’ heads, one on each side; and an angel displaying a scroll. The
two angels bearing a mitre, with the labels displayed, complete his armorial
bearings ; they support a pinnacle, which is exactly over the centre of the
arch below.

Prate XX. is the North Elevation of the Hall towards the Close, and a
transverse section of the Great Staircase, with the Passage-room to the muniment
room over. At the top of the stairs is the door into the Hall.

Prate XXI. One of the Windows before alluded to, as being of an earlier
date than the rest of the Hall, is given in this Plate. To the right is the
interior elevation, as seen in Plate XXII.; and to the left the exterior elevation,
as seen in Plates XIV. and XX. : details are given to a larger scale.

Prate XXII. shews a Longitudinal Section of the Hall and Kitchen, the
rooms under, and the Entrance-Gateway. In the Hall, the south Oriel Window,
the fireplace, and the entrance into the small lobby, are seen. To the right of
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the fireplace is one of the windows shewn in Plate XXI., out of the jamb of
which a pulpit, for grace at meal-time, opens to the Hall by a small square
opening over the fireplace. A strict observance of grace was enjoined in one
of the injunctions laid down by the king, to the effect “ That every Vicar
dining in the Common Hall shall tarry Grace;” it is as follows: “ ¥fem, That
none of the Vicars of the said new Close sitting in the Common Hall of the
same att the time of Dinner or Supper shall not by any manner of means from
henceforth depart from Dinner or Supper before Grace be said after Dinner
and Supper without Licence first desired and obteined of the Principalls of the
same new Close, if they bee att Dinner and Supper, and in their absence of
them which shall supply their Room under paine of iiijd. to be paid and applyed
to the use of the aforesaid Close as often as he shall be found negligent, and
faulty in this behalfe.”*

Prate XXIII. shews the Fireplace and the Iron Firedogs to a larger scale,
with details of the same referred by letter. These are of a late style, but the
fireplace has good mouldings in the jamb and mantel-shelf; on which latter is
the scroll described in page 8, bearing an inscription which solicits the prayers
of the vicars in favour of Sir Rickard Pomroy, and expresses solicitude for the
safety of his soul. The five shields are thus emblazoned: the first, to the left,
five bars or and azure, three escalop shells in chief, gules, charged with a
demi-horse issuant rampant, argent : the second are Bishop Beckington’s arms,
which are, argent on a fesse azure, between, in chief, three stags’ heads
caboshed, gules, attired or, and in base three pheons, two and one, sable, a
mitre labelled of the fourth : the third are the royal arms, as borne by Henry V.
and the subsequent sovereigns of England down to Queen Elizabeth, which are
quarterly quartered, first and fourth azure, three fleurs-de-lis, two and one, or;
second and third, gules, three lions gardant, passant, in pale or: the fourth are
the arms of the united see of Bath and Wells, which are, asure, a saltier per
saltier, quarterly quartered, or and argent, with two keys endorsed, the upper
or, the lower argent, on the dexter side of the saltier ; and a sword or, on the
sinister side, both erect, charged with a crozier, erect, or: the fifth are those
of Pomroy, which are, argent, a lion rampant, or, within a bordure engrailed
azure.

® The Statutes and Charter of Close Hall, p. 28, MS.
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Prate XXIV. is a Transverse Section from S. to N. of the Hall, looking
W. cut through the Small Lobby (which leads into the Vicars’ Gallery over the
Chain-Gate) and the doors. To the north of the Hall is the Great Staircase,
over which is the Passage-room to the Muniment-room, and the Porch, over
which is the Muniment-room. Even with the floor of the passage-room, and
communicating with it by a doorway on one side, which, in this section, is
shewn dotted, is a small room 8 ft. square, in the tower: these two rooms may
have served as bed-room and living-room for the Receiver, who was an officer
chosen by the principals, annually, upon the feast of St. Matthew the Apostle.
The roof over the living-room, which is of oak, is very elegant, being divided,
by five richly moulded ribs, into four compartments; the ribs rest on a
bracketed cornice, above which is a panelled parapet; there are cross-braces
in each compartment, and the purlins are canted on the inside angles. A trans-
verse section of this roof, shewing its construction, is seen in Plate XX.

PraTte XXV. contains various details before referred to. At the top of the
Plate are two panels; that to the left, which contains Bishop Beckington’s arms
supported by two angels, and a large scroll underneath, is under the east
window of the small lobby, or anteroom, shewn in Plate XVII.-XVIII. ; and
that to the right is in the centre of the groining of the Chain-Gate, and is seen
in Plate XIIL. : it also contains his arms, supported on each side by his rebus,
a flaming beacon on a cask, or fon, making beacon-ton.* At the bottom of the
Plate is the plan of the groining of the Porch which leads from the Close into
the great staircase under the tower, with the curve of the arch, a section of the
ribs, and five of the bosses at large. The rest are different specimens of the
top of the panelling round the Hall, one-fourth the full size.

® ¢ A Beacon (we know) is so called from beconing, that is, making signs, or giving notice to the next Beacon, This
bright Beacon doth nod, and give hints of bounty to future ages; but, it is to be feared, it will be long before his signs
will be observed, understood, imitated.”— FuLLEr’s Worthies of Somersetshire, p. 282.




HISTORICAL ACCOUNT

OF THE

Manor=House and Chureh

AT

GREAT CHALFIELD, WILTSHIRE.

GRreAT, or East CHALFIELD,* is a small parish in the hundred of Brad-
ford, Wiltshire, situate between the towns of Bradford and Melksham, and
about four miles from each. It is supposed to have been an outpost of the
Romans, guarding a road of communication which crossed the main road
from the camp on Kingsdown, near Bath, to the station, Verlucio, and the
camp on Roundaway Hill, near Devizes, and thence to have derived its
name—CHALDEFELD, implying the seat or post on the line of passage lead-
ing to the heights: Cal meaning an eminence—the % being inserted by the
Saxons to soften the ¢ hard; ed, a seat or post ; and feld, the passage.t Little
or nothing remains, however, of the original fortifications; but the straight
line of the road can still be traced along the flat, running, in its northerly
direction, into the Fosseway, which entered Bath from the north-east.

* It is also written Chanvefely. — Covrrinson’s History of Somersetshire, Vol. iii. p. 594. @haofle. — Hoare's
History of Modern Wiltshire, Hundred of Heytesbury, p. 13. @halvefely, Thalfielt, Thautiely. — Old MS. in the
possession of WiLLiax Warpron, Esq., of Lipiat, Wilts.

+ For this communication the Author is indebted to the Rev. J. Slnnner, of Camerton, Somerset, who is well versed
in Belgic, Bntmh and Roman Antiquities.
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In Domesday Book it is thus noticed under THiltegchire :—

“ XXV. Terra Ernviri pDE Hesping. Irse Er. ten. CaLpereLLe. Wallef.
tenuit T. R. E. 7 geld. p. IL. hid 7 dii. T¥a. e. IL. car. De ea. € in dnio. 1 hida. 7 difi.
7 ibi. I. ca®. cu. . servo. 7 I111. bord. Ibi dim molin. redd XVII. deii 7 VI. ac. ¢pti. 7 VI.
ac siluee 7 VIIIL. ac. pasture. Valluit IIII. lib. Modo. L. solid.’*

“Ipsg Er. tefi. in ead. villa tantd t¥e p uno M. Godvin tenuii T. R. E. Ibi tantd habet
gtu in supiori ctinet 7 tfitd appciat.” +

In Edward the First’s days, the Manor of Great Chalfield was a whole knight’s
fee, and was held by knight’s service, by one Sir William Rous, of the Earl of
Salisbury, as part of the honour of Trowbridge (which honour belonged to the
duchy of Lancaster), free from all services and demands; and, by virtue of this
manor, Rous and the Lords of Chalfield, for the time being, were constables of
Trowbridge Castle.] To this office belonged a place in Trowbridge called the
Logge Place, afterwards the site of a garden called the Logge Plot. Great Chal-
field afterwards came into the possession of a family of the name of Percy,
which, from the arms shewn in Plate V1. Ecclesiastical Architecture, viz. azure,
five fusils in fesse or,§ must have been a younger branch of that of William de
Percy, a Norman chieftain, who accompanied William the Conqueror into Eng-
land, and left four sons and two daughters. He was succeeded by his eldest
son, Alan de Percy, surnamed the Great¢, who was succeeded by his eldest son,
William de Percy, at whose decease the eldest branch of the first race became
extinct in the male line, and his whole inheritance devolved upon his two
daughters, Maud and Agnes; by which circumstance, and the marriage of the
latter (the former dying sine prole) with Joceline Barbatus, the ancient Percy
arms were lost, although the surname was retained.

® Domesday Book, 70 A.

t This refers to Lrrrue or West CHALFIELD. :

t Old MS. in the possession of WiLLian Warprow, Esq., of Lipiat: * In the 4th of King Stephen, when Maud”
*“ daughter to King Henry I. (commonly called Maud the Empress), landed in England with her Lrother Robert,”
* earl of Gloucester, Humphrey de Bohun, at the incitation of Milo, earl of Hereford, bis wife’s father, fortified his ”
¢ Town of Trobregge, against King Stephen, in such sort as that it was impregnable.” — DucpavLE's Baronage, Vol. i. 179.

§ These were the ancient arms of JPerey, until Agnes, daughter and coheiress of William Percy, married Joceline,
younger son of Godfrey Barbatus, duke of Lower Lovain and count of Brabant. Her ladyship would not consent of
this great alliance unless Joceline would adopt either the surname or the arms of Percy ; the former of which he
accordingly assumed, and retained his own paternal coat in order to perpetuate his claim to the principality of his father,
should the elder line of the reigning duke at any period become extinct. The matter is thus stated in the great
old pedigree at Sion House: “ The antient arms of Hainault this Lord Joceline retained, and gave his children the
surname of Percy,” who afterwards became Dukes of Northumberland.— Bugxe’s Peerage and Baronetage, Vol. ii.
p. 241. London, 1832. See, also, Gouvcn’s Sepulchral Remains, Vol. i. Part xcv. DRAKE's Antiquities of York,
Plate at p. 535, which are the arms drawn by some curious person from the windows of the Cathedral and Chapter House,
in a.p. 1641, most of which were existing when Drake wrote.
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In a MS. now in the possession of William Waldron, Esq., relating to Great
Chalfield, there is a pedigree given of the Percys, Knights of Great Chalfield,
but which does not trace the lineage further back than circa A.p. 1180. In
the former part of it are extracts from a Mr. Dickenson’s Vellum Book,* and
run thus: « Here the booke goes on again in another place, and says, y* y*”
“ above S* Williamt an Agnes dyed ; after whose death y° s second son, S*Harry,”
“ son of y* s* Will: & Agnes, entered on y* Man" of Chaldfield, & y* other Man™,”
“ as son and heir to the said William, who took to wife Eve, daughter of”
“ John Gifford, Lord of Broughton Gifford, in Wiltshire, who had S* Roger,”
“ S" Walter, & S William, Knights, and Juhan; the said S* Walter, S*”
* William, and Juhan, dyed without issue, and Eve dyed, after whose decease”
“ the said S* Roger entered on y* Man™ at Chaldefeld and elsewhere, as son”
“ and heir of the S" Harry, who took to wife Dorothey Ryvers, Lord of Burgate,”
“ in Southamptonshire.”

“ Sir Roger and Dorothey had issue S* Harry Percy, Knight the third, John,”
“ and Emmot; y* s* John and Emmot dyed without issue; the said Roger”
“ and Dorothey dyed; and, after their decease, y* said Sir Harry Percy the”
“ third, as son and heir of the said Sir Roger, entered upon all the Man®, &c.,”
* who toke to wife Alianore, daughter of Sir Walter Skydmore, Knight, Lord of”
« Upton Skydmore (in a.p. 1301), in Wiltshire, y° s* S* Harry & Alianore had ”
« Issue a daughter called Beatrice, and none other child. Y* said Alian™”
“ dyed; S° Harry, y* son of Sir Roger, overlived, who took to a second”
« wife, Constance, bedfellow & cousin to Master Robert Wayvile,} Bishop of”
“ Sailsbury, born to no arms nor lands, w* S* Harry gave his estate at Chald-”
« feld, to Constance, for life, and some grant likewise to y® Bishop.” ¢ But”
¢ Constance, marrying a second husband,§ and proving very naughty, & by y*”
“ w, with too great concessions of her first husband, long and expensive suits
 arose about the Manor of Chaldfield; but, at length, about 24. Hen. 6.,”

¢ Original MS. at Monks (vellum), in 1744, contained charters and grants relating to twenty-eight parishes.
Mr. Waldron made inquiries about it, but unsuccessfully, and supposes that it is now in the possession of a family of
the name of Mordaunt.

+ This WrLriam pe Perct pe CaapesreLp was living in the time of Richard I.——See Rotuli Curie Regis, Vol. i.
P- 245 ; also, at p. 248, where it is written KavLpereLp; also, pp. 288, 524,

$ Bishop of Salisbury from a.p. 1580, to 1375.

§ Constance, widow of Sir Henry Percy, must bave married Henry de la Rivers; since, from a.p. 1404, to
A.D. 1419, according to the Register at Salisbury, the patroness of Great Chalfield was  Constantia, nuper uxor Henrici
de la Ryver.”
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26 HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE MANOR-HOUSE

“ Thomas Trapenell recovered the é'reatest part, and afterwards y* whole,”
“« except y° Constableship of Trowbrige Castle, w" of right belonged to y*”
« Man" of East Chaldfield.”

In the time of Edward III., Phillip Fitzwaryn held the Manors of Chalfield
and Trowbridge, and in that year granted a part to the court of Edyngton.*

The next person whom we find patron of the living at East Chaldfeld is
“Will™ Rous, Armiger,”+ who was Chamberlain to King Henry V1. in virtue of
the Manor of Imber; but that he was ever lawful possessor of the Manor of
Great Chalfield, does not appear very probable, since Little or West Chalfield
belonged to his family ; and in the MS. so often referred to, we find the follow-
ing passage: “ In y* 4th of Hen. 6., concerning the Constableship of Trow-"
“ bridge Castle, a dispute arose betwixt y*Duke of Glousester and y* Bishop ”
“ of Winchester, Cardinal of England, & others, Feoffees to y* Duke of Lan-"
« caster, of w" dutchy Trowbridge was parcell — Rouse, L* of Chaufield,”
“ claimed y* same office as appurt. to his Man', and was supported by y* Duke ”
¢« Glosester, who brought his Serv® and Foresters from Pewsham and Black-"
“ more forests, and defended Rous’s possess® at Chaufield, and y* office of”
« Constable. Y* s Duke and Rouse went w" a great Retinue (to) y* Parleam'”
« at Lincoln, w" w* y* Cardinal was much offended. At length Rous was”
« forced to quit y* office, and others by y* Duke of Lancaster placed, tho’ Rous”
« &, after him, Trapnell sued and made greet intrest for the office, cou’d never”
“ attain, notwithstanding they deemed it their inheritance.”

Probably Rous held Great Chalfield under Constance, who was life-interested
in it as widow of the last Sir Henry Percy, and may have been obliged to render
up the possession to Thomas Tropenell at her death, or soon afterwards, which
must have taken place between 1419 and 1425. He was Lord of Imber, and
patron of that living from 1414 to 1435. In 16th Henry VI., 1438, by a fine
levied, he sold the Manor of Imber and Winterbourne Lymington, with the

* He was patron of the living in 1361, — see the Register at Salisbury, given at page 83, and in the 40th of Edward
II1. (1366), he, and his wife, Constance, granted a part of the Manors of Chaldfeld and Troubragg, in Wilts, ** Rectori &
Fr'ibus Domus de Edynton.” —See Callendarium Inquis’ post mortem, Vol. ii. p. 277, In a document in the Duchy of
Lancaster office, under * Reasonable aid granted to the King to marry the daughter of Henry 1V.,” is the following : — De
Dno de Chaldfeld pro uno feedo in Chaldfeild XX1.”

1 In Hoare’s Modern Wiltshire, he is mentioned as having resided latterly (he died Aug. 12, 30 Henry VI., and
was buried at the church of Greyfriars, London, by the name of William Rous of Emmer, in co. Wilts, Esq.) of East
Chalfield, which Be held under the Earl of Sarum. But this must be a mistake, as we find, in 1411, John Rous of
Immere, putron of the chapel at Chdldefeld (meaning West, or Little Chaldefeld), as the name of Philip Lye, the
ecclesiastic, proves. —See the Extract of the Register of Salisbury, given at p. 33.
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advowson of the Free Chapel at Imber, and half the Manor of Folke, with the
advowson in Dorset, to Walter, Lord Hungerford, for an annuity to be paid for
his life.*

The following is the pedigree of the Family of Tropenell, as given in the
MS. before referred to, which the author has preferred embodying into the
historical matter, rather than giving it as an Appendix, since it will the better
serve to shew the manner in which the estate passed into the different families,
either by marriage of the heiress or by purchase :

¢« This is the pedigree of the name and blood of Tropenelles contained”
“ w"in y°* shire of Wiltshire, Long before y* time that no mind renueth, &”
“ before y° conquest, unto the making y* book never change’d, one S* Osbert”
¢« Tropenell, Knight, before the time y* no mind reneweth, was Lord of”
¢ the whole Lordship of Sapworth, with y* Lawday and the patronage of”
“y* Same in the County of Wiltshire, w" other, and had Issue two Sons,”
¢ S* James, a knight, & Walter, The said S* Osbert gave to y* said Walter,”
« parcel of his Lands in Sapworth, & all his Lands & tenants he had in much”
« Sherston, Litle Sherston, Whadden by Jvy Church & Combe, and deyed.”
s §" James had issue Daughters, Margarete and Luce, which parted y* said”
¢ Lordship, Margarete had half with the Patronage, and Lucy had other half”
« with y° Lawday; Margarete took to husband, Hugh Paruns, w*, both by”
“ several deeds appointed apart, Anno dno 1260, gave her part by y* name of”
“ her Mannor and Church of Sapworth, unto the house of Monk on Farley,”
“ and dye’d. .Lucy took to husband S" Leonard Mantrvers, Knight, Lord of”
« Somerford Mantvers, and had Issue together, John Mantvers, which had the”
« keeping of y°* King Edw* to his death, which John gave apart of his Lands”
< “ he had in Sapworth unto y* house of Monkton Farley, keeping in his own”
¢ hands the Lawday w" all the remnant thereof; the said Walter Tropenell,”
“ the second son, took to wife Catherine, daughter of S* William Percy,}”
« Sister to S* Harry Percy Knights Lords of Much Chaldefeld, otherwisecalled ”
‘¢ East Chaldefeld, & had Issue together a son, Philipp, and a daughter, Galiana.”
“ The said Walter gave his Lands he had in Sapworth to Galiana in marriage ;”
« and she, about Anno dno y* year 1267, in her Widowhood, gave the same”

* It appears, also, that he had, two years before (1436), granted all his right in Imber, south part, to the Court of
Edyngton.—Hoarz's Modern Wiltshire, Hundred of Heytesbury, p. 161. )

+ This marriage is shewn by the arms on the screen in the church (see No.1, Plate VI. Ecclesiastical Architecture) :
viz. on the dexter side of the shield gu. a fesse ar., engrailed and powdered with ermine, between three griffins’ heads
erased of the same, two and one (sometimes they are placed one and two, see Plate V1.), for Tropenell ; on the sinister side
as. five fusils in fesse or, for Percy.
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¢ Lands unto the house of Monktonffarley : the said Philipp Tropenell took to
« wife Isawde daughter to Richard Cotell * Lord of Cotells Atteward, other-"
« wise Little Atteward, and had Issue by her, two Sons, Roger Tropenell and ”
s John Tropenell, the said Philipp parted his Lands, and ordained to his”
¢ eldest Son, Roger, all his lands & tenants he had in Whadden & Combe;”
« and all his lands and ten® he had in Much Sherstone & Little Sherstone,”
“ he gave to his second Son, John Tropenell, Roger took to wife Christian,”
« daughter to S° John Rous,+ Lord of Immer, and had Issue together,”
« John Tropenell, which took to wife Agnes daughter to James Lye, Lord”
“ of Liniford and had Issue together Harry Tropenell who took to wife”
“ Edeth daughter to Walter Roche} and younger Bro® to S John Roche,”
« Knight, sones to John the Roche of Bromeham, Wiltshire, Harry & Edeth”
“ had Issue together, Thomas Tropenell, Esq". which had the Liverys of King”
“ Harry y* 6th & K. Edward y* 4th Lords of the said Much Chaldefeild, wh"”
“ Thomas Tropenell took to wife Margarete, daughter to William Ludlow,§”

® Patron of Atteworth, A.p. 1298. — See Sir Tromas Pnirrire’s Institutions in Wiltshire, p. 1.

t This marriage is shewn on the next shield : viz. on the dexter side, the Tropenell arms, and, on the sinister side,
impaled as. and gu. three lions rampant argent, powdered with ermine, armed with gules, for Rous. There is au altar-
tomb, of good workmanship, in a chantry, formerly belonging to the Tropenells, at the north side of the charch at
Corsham, under which Roger Tropenell and his wife lie buried. It is, in design, very similar to that shewn in
Plate VIII., Ecclesiastical Architecture, but smaller. Two sides of it are seen, the other two being placed against the
north and east walls ; the south side has three quatrefoils, in which are as many oblong shields, with a mantle falling over
at top and bottom. The shields are slightly curved. The centre one, on the south side, bears the Tropenell and Rous
arms impaled in one ; the left band (the heraldio dexter) bears the Tropenell arms, and the right (the heraldic sinister) has
the Rous arms. The west end has one quatrefoil, in which is a shield, similar to the others, bearing the Rous arms.
The east end must have been ornamented, and probably had the Tropenell arms. The north side seems never to have
been ornamented, but designed to abut against the wall.

t This marriage is shewn on the same screen, at No. 5, on the same plate: viz. on the dexter side of the shield, the
Tropenell arms as before, and, the sinister side, as. three roaches ar., within a bordure or, for Roche.

§ This marriege is also shewn on the same, at No. 4: viz. as before, on the dexter side the Tropenell arms, and on
the sinister, ar. a chevron sa. between three bears’ heads erased of the same, for Ludlow of Hill Deverill. - Sir Richard Colt
Hoare gives the latter, in his History of Modern Wiltshire, among the arms of the families in the Hundred of Heytesbury,
and also the same, but martins' instead of bears’ heads in another page. In the pedigree there given of Ludlow,
the fourth daughter of William Ludlow, the first of that name, as of Hill Deverill, marries Thomas Trapnell, or Tropenell,
of Chavile, co. Wilts, Esq. The Christian name of this lady is not mentioned ; but it must have been 4gnes, and not
Margaret, since Margaret, who was the eldest daughter, married IVilliam Sandes, and at a court held at Corsham ““ upon”
‘“ the Morrow of Saint Bartholomew the Apostle, in the twentyeth Year of the reign of King Henry, the Sixth after”
“ the Conquest, came Thomas Tropenell, who holds of the Lord to him and his Heirs, according to the custom of the ”
“ mannor, &c. One Mess® and one Yard Land, with the appurts in Neston called le Eyres, and surrendered into the”
“ bands of the Lord the Messuage and Yard Land aforesd, with the appurts, to the use of himself and Agnes his wife, ”
* Robert Hungerford, Knight, aud Robert Hungerford, Esq.” (their Attorneys). This must have been on his marriage,
a8 he was admitted tenant to the same Messuage *“ At a court held there on Monday next after the feast of the Body of
¢ Christ, in the sitteenth Year of the Reign of King Henry, the Sixth after the Conquest,” which seems to have been
bis first purchase, for which he paid “ to the Lord for a Herriot, 12 shillings, according to the antient custom,” and
¢ for a Fine 13 shillings and 4 pence,”—Copies of Court Roll and Surrenders of Lands, §c., in Corsham, in the same MS,
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« Lord of Hill Deverell. In the last year of Edward IV. Mr. Tho® Tropenell, ”
“ of East Chalfield, was living, which was in y* year 1483, who probably lived ”
“ many years after.”® Here the author imagines the pedigree to be incomplete,
as the Thomas Tropenell who married the fourth daughter of William Ludlow,
butler to the kings, Henry IV., V., and VI., must have been the projector of
the Manor-House at Great Chalfield, and had livery of the estate from King
Henry VI. and King Edward IV. He recovered it, after infinite litigation, in
the 24th year of the reign of Henry VI., A.p. 1446 ; whereas the Thomas Trope-
nell, who was father to Jane married to Mr. John Eyre, we find patron of the
living, a.p. 1535, eighty-nine years afterwards, which would make him about
one hundred and fifty years of age; in 1526, a John, and in 1528, a Thomas,
presented to the living ; both of whom must have been sons to Thomas who
married Miss Ludlow. The former must have been the elder, and died sine
prole, and the latter must have been father to Jane, married to Mr. John Eyre,
who jointly presented to the living in 1555. Thomas married Elianore, daughter
of Thomas Englefield, of Englefield, knight,} and ¢ had issue together, two sons,”
« Humphrey and Christopher, and two daughters, Anne and Mary. John Trope-” -
¢ nell of Sherstone (this is second son to Philip Tropenell) had issue, John and ”
¢« Agnes, wedded to Thomas Ivy, Lord of Sherstoné, which had Issue together”
« John Ive, otherwise named himself John Trapnell, and Harry a younger son.”
¢ But Tho® leaving behind him Issue, only one Son & two daughters, the son,”
“ being at Mans estate dyed by an unfortunate accident as he was hunting : he”
« put a pair of dog couples over his head, persued his sport, &, leaping over a”
“ hedge, the end of the dogg couple, w* hung at his back, took hold of a”
“ bough, kept him from ground untill he was strangled. His two sisters,”
“ Ann & Mary, coheirs, the eldest married Mr. John Eyre, the other, Mr.”
“ Young, of Little Dunford,} in the County of Wilts, w* estate went to the”
“ Youngs by y* marryage. Mr. Eyre, by y* eldest sister, had a son, William, ”
“ and six daughters.§ The eldest daughter marryed Mr. Green, of Milton in”
“ Somersetshire ; another, Mr. Beausham, of Cottles, in y* parish of Attward,”

* He died A.p. 1490; was feoffee to Robert, Lord Hungerford, a.0. 1487 ; and hgd a son named Christofer.e=
See St Tuomas Parvripe’s Institutions in Wiltshire, pp. 170, 174,

1 See pedigree of Thomas Englefeld, at p. 83, Ph. 9, in College of Arms, which vari’ea much from this MS.;
a8 Thomas de Tropnelle ar., who married Eleanore Englefeeld, had four daughters: viz. Anne, mar. to Ayers, of
Wiltshire ; Elisabeth, mar. to W=. Ogane, yoman ; Mary, mar. to John Younge, of Wiltshire, and Eleanore, mar. to Andrew
Blackmor, yoman, and only one son, viz. Giles de Tropnelle, who died younge.

$ In a pedigree of Younge, of Dorneford, this marriage is given ; but Egidius Trapnell de Chaufield, and not Thomas,
is given as the name of the father of Mary. This, however, must be a mistake; as the pedigree of Englefeeld, cited

above, clearly shews it is the same person.—See 1. C. 22, 26" in College of Arms.
§ In Burke's History of the Commoners of Great Britain, four daughters only are mentioned.
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“ or Attford, in Wilts; Mr. Scroope, of Castle Combe, another; one other to”
¢« Mr. Burdet, a family in Berks; one to Mr. Dantsey, in Gloucestershire; one”
“ to Mr. Quintine, of Corton, in Hilmarton parish, Wilts. The son, afterwards ”
«“ S William, marryd Anne, daughter of S* Edw* Bainton, of Bromeham, ”
« Wilts", by whome he had three sonnes, John, afterwards S" John, Edw’, &”
« William, afterw® S* Edw® & S* William. S* John had Chaldfield, and dyed, ”
“ leaving no Issue. Edward, the second son, dyed unmarryed. S" W™ his”
“ youngest son, had Nestone, w*" S* W= left one son, William,* whose Issue male”
« failing, y* Estate Nestone came to his daughter, M™ Jane Eyre, who marryd ”
« §* John Hanham, Bart"., of Wymbourn, Dorsetshire, who inherited Great”
¢ Chalfield, Nestone, &c. & sold Chalfield to M". Hall. S* W™ Eyre of Chal-"
« field, after y* death of Anne, his first wife, marryd y* daughter of Alderman”
¢« Jackson, of London, by whome he had two sons, Robert & Henry. To”
“ Robert he gave Little Chaldfield, or West Chaldfield, lately sold to M* Baynton,”
“ who left it to his youngest son, Thos. Baynton ; & Mr. Thos. Baynton’s wife ”
“ had a daughter by M" Hall : he gave her all his estate ; and this lady marryd ”
“ y* marquis of Dorset,} was mother to the last duke of Kingston, who sold ”
¢ Great Chalfield to Neale.! He had also three daughters, Anne, Lucie, &”
¢ Olive. Anne married Jn°, eldest son of S* Walter Long, of Draycut, Bar*;”
“ Lucie marry’d W™, Stafford, of Marlewood, in Gloucestershire, Esq. Olive”
“ dyed unmarried, 1695.”

“ Qg leafs from trees, mankind Yo Yrop afvap,”

“ S0 gonnes of mortals feurish and decap "

“ IAHat mortals build, time does in WRubdish lap,”
“ A fates decree pe Vestines obep.”

William Percy and Agnes, the first mentioned in the pedigree of Percy, must
have had a daughter, Catherine, who married Walter Tropenell, second son of

’

® In 14th of Charles the 1st (1638), the manor and the patronage of the church at Great Chawfield, was a whole
knight’s fee, annexed to the Duchy of Lancaster, and was held by Richard Gurnard, and the heir of Sir William Eyre,
together with the constableship of Troubridge Castle : and then consisted of a thousand acres of land in Chelfield, Holt,
and Lynefford.—An Account of the Knights’ Fees, and Parts of Fees, in the County of Wilts, annexed to the Duchy of Lancaster
Roll in the Duchy of Lancaster Office.

t This ought to be Dorchester, son of Evelyn Pierrepoint, fifth Earl of Kingston, created Marquis of Dorchester, 1706, by
Queen Anne, and Duke of Kingston, by George I., which title became extinct upon the death of Evelyn, then Dulm of
Kingston, 23d September, 1773, who “‘must have married the daughter of Mr. Hall by the wife of Tho. Bnyntun -
See DucvaLe’s English Peerage, vol. ii. pp. 18, 19, Eatinct Peerags, London, 1790. Also Burxe's Extinct an&ﬂ)umant
Peerage, p. 420, b 4

t Robert Neale, Esq., of Shaw House, near Melksham, W:lts, was a descendant of the O’Neales, dukes of Tyrone,
Ireland.— See the Pedigree, D. 6. 14. in College of Arms ; also, Keatina's History of Ireland.
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Sir Osbert Tropenell, Knight. As, in the pedigree of the Tropenells, * the said
“ Walter, the second son, took to wife Catherine, daughter of S* William Percy,”
“ sister to Sir Harry Percy, Knights, Lords of Much Chaldefeld, otherwise called”
“ East Chaldefeld,” and by this marriage and the failure of male issue to Sir Harry
Percy, the third knight of that name, the estate, after much litigation, was re-
covered by Thomas Tropenell, Esq.,* who married Agnes, fourth daughter of
William Ludlow, Lord of Hill Deverell, and who by the arms now existing on
a shield in the roof of the noble banqueting hall at Great Chalfield, shewn in
Plate XIX., which are those of Ludlow of Hill Deverell, as also by those on
the elegant stone screen in the church, shewn at No. 4, Plate V1., must have
been the projector of Tue Manor-House at GREAT CHALFIELD, which is the
immediate subject of research ; and than which there cannot be found a more
interesting example of Domestic Gothic Architecture.

Thomas Tropenell, and Agnes, his wife, lie buried under a magnificent altar-
tomb, in a chantry, formerly belonging to his family, in Corsham church, Wilts,}
which is shewn in Plate VIII., Ecclesiastical Architecture, on which the Trope-
nelle and Ludlow arms appear, together with the motto which he seems to have
adopted : viz. ¢ joug tpra bellement, which we also find on the ceiling of the
hall at Great Chalfield in various places, and introduced in various ways (see
Plates XIX. and XX.), but always with the representation of a yoke, such as
was formerly used for oxen, forming the nominative case to the verb tyra.
Whether this was expressive of the tenure under which he held the manor, or
whether it applied to politics, or to agricultural pursuits, is not easy, at this
remote period, to determine; but it proved sadly prophetic of the melancholy
manner in which his race became extinct, in less than a century afterwards, as
mentioned in the pedigree above cited.

The author has to regret the absence of any kind of document as to the real
date of the erection of the building, beyond those he has given; which, how-
ever, sufficiently warrant him in ascribing it to the latter end of the reign of
Henry the Sixth. Since then, nothing has been added to its beauties. The
long range of offices to the right, and the barns, seem to have been built in
Queen Elizabeth’s time; and, in the guest chamber, a very elaborate fireplace
was inserted, by which the hand of destruction first went to work, in cutting up

* He was feoffee, in a.p. 1453, to Robert Lye, and, in a.. 1486, to Robert, Lord Hungerford.— See Sir Tuomas
Poiiviee’s Institutions in Wiltshire, )

t This Chantry Chapel seems to have descended with the estate of Neston, as Mr. Fuller of Neston is the present
proprietor.
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into the oak-ribbed roof, to admit of this singular design of meretricious taste,
which.forms a very striking contrast to the elegant semicircular oriel window in
_the same room, shewn in Plates VII. VIII. and IX.; and which contrast would
be quite sufficient, independent of any other proof, to convince the advocates
of what is generally termed Elizabethan Architecture, of the infinite superiority
of good taste prevalent in the filtenth century. Buildings, in which the original
offices were contained, were then pulled down to the south of the left wing, at
x. z. z. x. Plate IIL., by which the present external south wall, which was
originally an internal division, has been exposed, and the head of the furthest
truss to the south was cut away, to form a hip to the roof, by which means the
rafters have pushed out, and endangered the east wall. The present possessor,
Sir Harry Burrard Neale, to whom this estate came by his marriage with Grace-
Elizabeth, daughter and co-heiress of Robert Neale, Esq., whose father was the
purchaser from the Duke of Kingston, anxious to preserve this truly venerable
fabric, has intrusted the author with the necessary repairs.*

The CuurcH at Great Chalfield, which is dedicated to All Saints, bears evident
signs of greater antiquity than the present Manor-House ; and, in 1308, a ckapel
existed here, to which “ Walterus de Chaldefeld” presented “ W™ de Cumbe,”
the walls of which, the author presumes, still remain, forming the body of the
present church,—the west window having been an insertion, and the bell-turret
an addition of a latter date. The porch, also, which is peculiar, and of elegant
design, seems to have been added, together with the present west doorway, about
the time of Henry VII. Thomas Tropenell, who built the manor-house, erected
a beautiful chantry chapel to the south, and enclosed it with a rich stone screen,
of excellent workmanship, adorned with the arms of his family, shewing its descent
from the Percys, to the time of erection (see Plates V. and V1., Ecclesiastical
Architecture, and descriptions). A chancel must have existed eastward of the
present church, which has been rebuilt, and in 1775 added to, southward, to the
extent of the chantry chapel, when an arch was cut through the east wall of this
chapel, by which the cornice of the ornamental oak ceiling was injured. The
floor of the church was raised one foot eight inches, in 1765,4 and the whole

* See Preface to the second edition.
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