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AN HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION o
an ancient Piflure in WiNDsoR CASTLE, reprefenting
the Interview between King Henry VIIL and zhe
Frencu King Francis 1, between GuinNEs and.
ArDRrES, 7 the Year 1520. "

BY
Sir JosEp AYLOFFE, Bart. V.P.A.S. and F. R.S.

y

"Read at the Sociery of ANTIQUARIES, March 29, 1770 ; and a fecond
Time, by Order of the SocieTy, March 7, 1771.

HE numerous remains of Greek and Roman fculpture now.
extant, afford inconteftable’ proofs that, in early times,
a ftrong paffion prevailed amongft the civilized ftates of Afia and
Europe, for perpetuating and tranfmitting to pofterity, durable
and faithful reprefentations of their moft memorable tranfa&ions,
as well as of their cuftoms, civil and religious rites, ceremonies, and
triumphs. © ‘The like inclination afterward {pread itfelf throughout
the weft, where the people had no fooner rubbed off the ruft of
barbarifm, then they adopted the ideas, cuftoms, manners, and
pra&ice of the more polithed nations. Our northern anceftors
followed the example ; and we find, that it was not unufual with
them to reprefent and perpetuate, either in fculpture, painting, or
arras, {fuch tranfa&tions, pomps, folemnities, and remarkable events,
more efpecially thofe which happened in their own times, as they
conceived to be either redounding to the national honour and the
glory of their monarch; or tending to add a luftre to their own
charaers and the reputatlon of their families, from the feveral parts
they had refpectively acted in thofe affairs. .
B This



2 An Hiflorical Defcription

THrs cuftom, which was very prevalent in the neighbouring -
kingdem of France, hath furnithed the-celehrated antiquary father
Montfaucon with a confiderable part of the materials from whence
he compiled his elaborate wosk, intituled, Monumens de je Mo~
narchie Francafe.

It would not, perhaps, be a devxatmn from truth, to affert,
that in regard to hiftoric falts, this praEhce was not onfy frequently
enjoined by royal authority, but that, in fome cafes, it was made
the duty of- thofe perfons who had the fuperintendence and direc-
tion of public ceremonies, to caufe them to be carefully-reprefented
either in fculpture or painting. Unexceptionable documents, as
well as the public records, fupply us with evidence in fupport of
the former part of the fuggeftion; and the probahility of the
latter is ftrengthened by paflages in feveral of the old hiftorical
deferiptions of pomps and: falemoities, fome of which defcriptionse
for the better elucidation of their fubje&, sefer to paintings and
fculptures wherein fuch folemnitics were reprefented.

PART of the ceremony of the coronation of Kuute and his queen
Elfgiva is painted at the beginming of 3. very curious cozval
manufcript: formerly: belonging to. Hyde abbey, of which Knute
was the founder [4]. The conqueft of England by William
the: Norman, together with the circumikances that contributed
thereunte, from the firft embaffy on which Harold: went mto
" Normandy: wnti} the conclufion of the battle of Haﬁings, was,
by commend of queen Matilda, reprefented in painting; and
afterwards, by her own hands and: the affiftance of the Iadies of
her court, worked im arras, and prefented to. the cathedral at
Bajeux, where it is ftill preferved(4]. Simeon, IXth abbot of

[aT} This manufcript is now-in the Library of Thomas. Aftle, efq..

(8] Memoires.de I’Academie R. des Sciences, tem. VIL. Monumens.dela

Moynarchic Fmng¢oife, tom. 1V. Memoires de. I’Academie R. des Infcriptions et
Belles Lettxes, tom. VL. Ducarel’s Antiquities,, in Append., ElL
Y
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Ely, who was a near relation to the Conquéror, and fouhder -of -
that cathedral, caufed the hiftoty of faint Etheldreda daughter of
Anna king of the Eaft Angles, to be cafved in baffo-relievo on the
capitals of the cight pillars that fupport the dome and lantern k)
King Henry III. who throughout thé courfe of his lang reign,
fhewed his great regard to the liberal arts, and eritertained ahd
encouraged their profeffors [4], frequently commanded that his
palaces and chapels thould be adorned with Englifh hiftorical paint-
ings and fculptures [¢}.  Although that monarch doth not mention
what were the fubjeéts of thofe hiftorical pieces which he ordered
to be painted in his queen’s chamber at Winchefter [ /] 5 yet he is
more explicit as to others, which were the effects of his royal
mandate. Such as the hiftories of the two royal faints, Edmund
and Edward, which were. painted in his round chapel at Wood-
flock [g]. The hiftory of the Crufade in the king’s great cham-
ber within the Tower of London [4], and in a low room in the
garden near his Jewry at Weftminfter, which laft mentioned
room, on account of its being fo decorated, was thenceforth to
be called the Antioch chamber [f]. The ftory of Edward the
Confeffor taking off his ring and giving it to a poor ftranger,
painted in St. John’s chapel within the Tower of London [£], and
in the queen’s chapel at Winchefter [/]; and the life of king

[¢] Bentham’s Hift. and Antiq. of the Church of Ely, p. 52, &c. where thefe
carvings are engraved.

[d] See Mr. Walpole’s Anecdotes of Painting in Englands

[e] Rot. Clauf. 20 Hen. IIl. m. 12, A° 22. m. 3. A° 2g. m. 4 A°® 4g.
m. 5. A° 36, m. 22. A° 44. m. g. Rot. Liberat. A° 21 Hen. IIl. m: g.
A°22.m. 3. A°44. m.6. A°49.m. 7. A°51.m: 8 & 10

[f] Rot. Liberat. A° 17 Hen. IlL, m. 6,

[¢] Ibid.

[4] Rot. Clauf. A° 35 Hen. III. m. 11.
[¢] Ibid. m. 10

[#] Rot. Clauf. A° 20 Hen, IIL. m, 12.

(/] Rot, Clauf, A° 29 Hen. IIL , )
Ba Edward
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Edward the Confeflor, both in painting and fculpture, round his
chapel in Weftminfter abbey [m], executed by the hand of Peter
Cavalini [#]. Many parts of our Englifh ftory are reprefented
in the illuminations which adorn that copy of Matthew Paris which
he prefented to king Henry III. [0]. Langton, Bifhop of Lich-
field, caufed the coronation, marriages, wars, and funeral of his
patron king Edward I. to be painted in the hall of his epifcopal
palace, which he had newly built [p1.  The ftory of Guy earl of
Warwick was wrought in a fuit of arras, and prefented by
king Richard IL. to his half-brother Thomas earl of Surry [¢].
And the hiftory of the latter part of the reign of that unfortunate
king was, by one of his courtiers, reprefented with great accuracy
in fixteen paintings, which adorn a manufcript prefented to his
queen, and now in the Britith Mufeum [#]. Many other inftances.
might likewife be produced.

HoweveRr intrinfic the meiits of thefe performances might
have been, the fatisfattion they afforded at the time of their being
compleated was much inferior to the advantages of which fuch as
ftill remain have fince been productive. Their utility to anti-

varies, and the light which they have thrown upon many
fubje@s of hiftorical enquiry, have been much greater than could

[m] The paintings are now loft; but the fculptures, confifting of fourteen
clegant compartments,, remain on the fafcia of the cornice of the wall which
feparates the Confeflor’s chapel from the choir. The puintings on the fhrine of
king Sebert, and thofe in the prefs which contain the figures commonly called the
ragged regiment, were executed by order of king Henry IIL

7] Mr. Walpole’s An:cdotes cf Painting.

[¢] This curious and truly valuable MS. is now in the Britifh Mufeum,

(p] Erdfwicke’s Staffordfhire, p. 101. Willis’s Cathedrals, vol. I. p. 17..

[¢] Dugdale’s Warwickihire. .

- [r] Harleian Library, Ne1319. This.MS. was written and painted by John.
de 1a Marque, a French gentleman, who attended King Richard II. from his ex-
pedition into Ireland to the zime of the delivery of the young Queen to the com-

miffioners of her father the Lrench King.
have
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Kive been originally apprehended. ‘To this, the condué& of the
artifts employed on {uch occafions evidently contributed, and that .
in no {mall degree. Inftead of loading their compofitions with -
allegory, fiion, and emblems; inftead of introducing a variety -
of imaginary and romantic figures and embellithments, that:never -
exifted but in the wildnefs of fancy; and inftead of grouping
together things which in faft were ever diftant from each other,
prattices too much :indulged: by later painters; they confined
themfelves, with the greateft attention, .to truth; reality, and’
accuracy. They reprefented perfons and things exaltly in the-
fame mode, form, attitude, habit, colour,: fituation, and condi- -
tion, asthey aCtnally faw.them ; and that without any difguife,
diminution, addition, . or othér alteration; .and, by drawing from
the life every principal figure in the piece, exbibited exat portraits
of the perfonages concerned in. that particular. tranfattion which..
.they endeavoured to commemorate.

HENCE.it is, that:fuch pieecs, whilft théy difplay the grandeux-'
and magnificence of former ages, and point out the tafte, fathions, .
cuftoms, and manners of our anceftors, at the fame time thew us
the armour, weapons,- habits, furniture, implements, and orna- -
ments, whichthey ufed; give us real and faithful views, not only .
of. their towns, churches, palaces, .and other buildings, as they .

“a&ually were, . but of - the decorations of their feveral parts; fet .
before us a variety of interefting particulars-unnoticed by our hifto- -
xians; and .convey.to. us.a clearer idea of .the whole, than ean .
be attained by reading the moft..claborate and. defcriptive narra..
tive {s].

[s] Amongﬁ thefe the following ‘may be reckoncd ; videlicet, K " Richard 11" .
feated on his throney and .attended by his uncles [1]. .John lord Lovel fitting
in. his great hall, and receiving.a book from - father-John Sifermes [2]. The .
coronation of king Henry V. [3]. King Henry V. and his family [4}. The .

_ [1] In an illuminated copy of Froifart, in the'Britith Mufenm. [2] In a mifiil, ibid.
[3] Tn alto relievo, on the outfideof the wall of the feretry of that king in WeRminfier.abbey. .
(418 paflc®ion of the late James Wedly efg. . .
- .confe-



6 Sir Josern AYLOFFE's Defiription
Tue miferies which England underwent in the long conteft |

eonfecration of St. Thomas Becket, prefented to king Henry V. by his uncle the
duke of Bedford [g]. The battle of Agincourt, formerly in the palace at St.
James’s [6]. T'he marriage of king Henry VI. and Margaret daughter of Reyner,
duke of Anjou [7]. King Edward 1V. his queen, eldeft fon, and the
nobility of his court [8]. The landing of Henry duke of Richmond, afterwards
king Henry VII. and the marriage of his fon Arthur, wrought. in tapeftry, and
fold by order of the parliament after the death of king Charles I. [9]. The
battle of Bofworth enamelled on a jewel, ufually worn by king Henry VIIIL
and fold among king Charles I’s piGtures[9]. A grand geographical chart of
the kingdom of England, in which the feveral places wherein any battles had
happened between the houfes of York and Lancafter were marked [10]. A fea-
fight between the French and Englith off Dover in the year 1400, wrought in
tapefiry, and preferved in the great wardrobe at St. James’s [10). 'The inter-
view between king Henry VIII. and the emperor Maximilian at Tournay, now
in a private apartment in Kenfington palace; two pictures, reprefenting the
entry of king Henry VIIL into Calais, accompanied by feveral pecrfons of
ditin&ion, painted from the life; and another pi&ure of Henry VIII’s inter-
view with the emperor Charles V. at Calais, all which were kept in a gallery at
the palace of St. James in the reign of queen Elizabeth [10}.  The landing
of the emperor Charles V. and his reception at Dover; the interview of Henry
VIIL and Francis L. ; the fiege of Bulloign ; the fight between the Englith and
French fleets near Spithead ; the proceflion of King Edward VI. and other hifto-
rical pieces, at Cowdry, in Suffex, the feat of the vifcount Montagu, The
battle.of the fpurs, in the picture gallery at Windfor. The taking of Kinfale
by the Spaniards, which hung in the gallery next the playhoufe at St. James’s
;palace [10]. Henry VIII. giving a charter of incorporation to the company of
Barber-furgeons [11]. Edward VI. delivering to the-lord Mayor of London his
royal charter, whereby he gave up his royal palace of Bridewell to be converted
imto' an hofpital and workhoufe [12]. The glorious deftru&tion of the boafted
Spanith armada, wrought in tapefiry, and now the hangings of the houfe of
lords. A limning of the Spanith Armada, by old Hilliard [13]. A map of all
the country about Kinfale, where the Spaniards were beaten [13]; and many
. others.

[5] In pofieffion of the late James Weft, efq.

6] Mandeflo’s Voyage to Bogland inthe year 1640, wol. IV. p. 617, &c. oo
I 7] Belonging to H. Walpole, efg. [8] MSS. in the Lambethian library,

[9] Belonging to H. Walpole, efq. [10] Mandeflo.

[ x1] At Barbers Hall. [12] In the great hall at Bridewell.

[13) Cat. of king Charles I's pictures.

between
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between the houfes of York and Lancafter, the fury which at the
tinte of the Reformation was exerted againft fculptures, pictures,
and images, in general 3 the demolition of our monafteries and
religious houfes; the ruins of time; and the outrages committed
during’ the civil wars and fubfequent ufurpation; have un-
doubtedly deprived the prefent age of many valuable performances
of this fort. Happily fome have, however, efaped the general
wreck; and, by the entertainment and information they afford,
teach us to deplore the'lofs of thofe which have been either de-
firoyed by time, or fallen facrifices to popular rage, ignorance,
anarchy, and confufion.

AMoNGST the pt&ures here alluded to, that which reprefents the
fumous interview of king Henry VIIL and the French king
Francis L. within the Englith pale between Gufnes and Ardres in
the year 1520, hath a particular claim o our attention, as well on
account of the importance and fingularity of its fubje&, as of the
immenfe number of figures which it contains, the variety of
matter which it exhibits, and the manner in which the whole is.

exeeuted.
Tais maflerly and elaborate performance is prcferved in the

‘royal caftle at Wmdfor, but being there placed in the king’s

private apartments; :below ﬁan's, which are feldom permitted to be
thewn, hath long! remained in great meafure unknown to the
public, notwnthﬁaz‘dmg it hath a better claim to the attention
of the curious, and'more particularly to that of an antiquary, than
many of the Juﬁly celebrated piures in that ineftimable  col-
lection.

HisTory mforms us, ‘that four days after figning of the treaties
concluded at London on’ the fourth of O&ober 1518, for the
marriage of the princels Mary of England with the dauphin of
France, for the delivery oY Tournay to the French, and for the

Ut

P T TV
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mutual prevention of depredations being committed by the fubjeéts
either of England or France on the territories of their refpetive
monarchs [¢], a further treaty was concluded for an interview-
between king Henry VIII. and Francis I.; which interview
was thereby agreed to be had before the end of July fol-
lowing, at Sandifeild, fituate between the limits of their refpe&ive
territories [#]. ‘This meeting however was prevented from taking
place at that time, by the death of the emperor Maximilian, and
the confufion wherein all Europe was thereby involved. Toward
the clofe of the enfuing year, Charles V. of Spain being eleéted
emperor, the French king, who had been his competitor for the
empire, grew apprehenfive that a war was inevitable, on account
of the jealoufies which ftill fubfifted between them. He therefore
fent Bonivet, admiral of France, again into England, to prefs on
and fettle every thing relating to the intended interview ; hoping
thereby to fecure king Henry in hisintereft. In this negociation
the admiral was powerfully feconded by the repeated applications
of the four French noblemen who remained in England as hoftages
for Francis’s performance on his part of the beforementioned trea~
ties [w]. Henry being equally defirous that the interview fhould
take place, every obftacle was removed by Wolfey, who fecretly
flattered himfelf with expetations, that his prefence, on that
occafion, would give him a fair opportunity of obtaining the
French king’s affiftance towards his ele&tion to the papal chair, an
elevation to which he at that time afpired.

THAT no time might unneceflarily be loft, the day, place,
form, order, and manner of the meeting, and the regulation of
the whole ceremonial, were by both monarchs confided to the

"[t] Rymer’s Feed. tom. XIIL p. 624, &c.
{=] Ibid. p. 618, 679, 691.
{w] lbid. Hall’s Chron. fol. Ixix. .
cardinal
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Cardmal of York [x], who accordingly, on the 12th of March
following, made his award {y], wherein he fixed the interview
for the 4th of June, and determined, that as Henry croffed the
feas, and thereby put himfelf to great inconvenience and expence,
merely to do honour to the French King, the place of their meet-
ing fhould not be in a neutral part, but on the open plain within
the Enghﬂm pale, between the caftle of Guines and Ardres[z];
that on the day of the interview Henry fhould go half 2 mile out
of Guines, in his way towards Ardres, but fll keepmg within
the limits of the caftle of Guines; and that Francis, fetting out
from Ardres at the fame time, fhould meet him at fuch place,

[«] Hall’s Chron. fol. Lxix. Rymer’s Foed. tom. Xur. p. 695.

[»] Rymer’s Foed. tom. xu1 p. 707.

(=] In aliguo loco mon fortificato mec munito a limitibus Franciae non longe difiante.
Conclufio Card. Ebor. apud Rymeri Foed. tom. k111, p. 707. The line which
formed the Englith pale is not now known ; neither doth it appear that any treaty
or convention was ever concluded for fettling the boundary between the Englifh
and French territories in Picardy. Our National Records and . hiftorians are fi-
lent as to this matter. Abbé Longuerru, in his defcription de la France, La
Martiniere, in his Di&ionaire Geographique, and Monf. Lefebure, in his Hiftoire
de Calais, do not afford the leaft information ; and the French hiftorians are
equally defe&tive. On a late application to the Count de Guignes, he, in the
moft obliging manner, dire¢ted, that every poffible enquiry fhould be made in the
French depét, and elfewhere, for papers which might explain and afcertain that
matter. This was accordingly done, but without the withed-for fuccefs. A ma-
nufeript in the Harleian Library, N° 3380, may perhaps help us in forming fome
idea of the limits, It is intituled Lands rental, and contains a terrier of the feveral
fiefs, lands, and pofleflions, belonging to the crown of England, as well within
the comté of Guines, as in the town and marches of Calais, compiled at the com-
mand of King Edward V1. by Sir Richard Colton, Comptroller of the Houfhold,
Sir Anthony St. Leger, Knight of the Garter, and Thomas Mxldmay, Efq; com-
miffioners appointed for that purpofe; who, for their greater certainty, called
before them the feveral tenants of the crown, examined them on oath, and
ftriQtly perufed their original grants.

near
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near the French territories, as thould be affigned by commiffion-
ers for that purpofe to be appointed on both fides; and that, as
each of them was of great bedily ftrength, in the vigour of youth,
and perfeétly fkilled in all martial exerciles, jufts, tilts, and tour-
naments, in which both monarchs were to be challengers, fhould,
during the days of the interview, be performed in fome proper
place, fituate likewife between Guines and Ardres [4]. The reft
of the regulations concerned the reciprocal vifits which the two
kings and their refpeive queens were to make to each other; the
precedence to be obfcrved at thofe times; the entertainments and
banquets to be given by each; the lodging and behaviour of their
retinues; and the jufts and feats of arms to be performed by
Henry and Francis, and their aids [6]. Wolfey at the fame time
publifhed a lift of the feveral perfons whom he had appointed to
attend upon Henry and his queen at the interview [¢]; and pro-
‘clamations were made in the principal courts of Europe, notify-
ing, that in June next following, Henry and Francis would,
‘with feven aids each [d], in a camp between Guines and. Ardres,,

[a] Ibid. and Memoires du Bellai..

[¢] Rymer’s Foed. tom. x1L. p. 706. Herbert’s Life of Henry VIII. p. g5..
Hall’s Chron. fol. Lxx. Holinthed’s Chron. Segar’s Honor Civil and Military..
Fiddes’s Life of Cardinal Wolfey.

[¢] Rymer’s Foed. tom. x111, Fiddes and Hall’s Chron. Dr. Ducare], in his.
Anglo-Norman Antiguities, hath printed, from a manufcript in the Lambeth Li-
brary, a lift of the attendants on Henry and his queen, differing in feveral names.
from the Jift publifbed by Rymer, and further containing the number of the re-
fpeQive retainers, fervants, and horfes, allotted to each of the attendants.

~ [4] According to Hall’s Chron. the aiders on the Englith fide were ; the Duke
of Suffolk—the Marquis of Dorfet—Sir William Kingfton—Sir Richard Gerning-

- bam—Sir Giles Capel—Mr. Nicholas Carew—and Sir- Anthony Knevet. And
thofe of the French party were—the Duke de Vendofme—Le Counte de Saint:
Pol.—Monf. Cavaan—Monf{, Bukkal —Monf. Montmoranci—Monf. de Roche~.
and Monf, Brion, Du Bellai and Lefcbure have given us a different lift..

- anfwep:
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anfwer all comers that were gentlemen, at all tilts, tournaments,
and barriers. _
Tur time between Wolfey's iffuing his award, and the day of
interview, was employed by the two monarchs and their courts
- in making the neceffary preparations. Henry and Francis were
both of them fond of pomp, parade, and magnificence. They
were equally defirous of fhewing their perfonal valour and ac-
complithments ; ftrove to diftinguith themfelves by promoting
the liberal arts; and vied with each other for fuperiority in what
was then efteemed tafte and politenefs. Hence it followed, that
no expence whatever was fpared on either fide. Every thing was
elegant, fumptuous, and magnificent. The tents and pavilions
deftined for the conference between the two kings, and thofe ap-
propriated for their fubfequent repofe, were covered with cloth of
gold ; and the habits of the nobility and attendants of every rank
and degree were fo exceffive rich ¢|, that the place of meeting

[¢] Hall, in his Chron. f. Ixxv, fays ¢ He were muchwife that could have told or
fhewed of the riches of apparel that was amongft thelords 2nd gentlemen of England
—Cloth "of gold—cloth of ﬁlver—ve]vettcs—tinﬁn‘s——fattins embroidered —and
crimfon fattins,—The marvellous threfor of golde that was worne in chaynes and
baudericks fo great, fo weighty, fome fo manifolde, fome in collars of SS,
great, that the golde was innumerable to my deéming to be fummed of all noble-
mep, gentlemen, fquires, knights ; and every honeft officer of the king was richly
appareled, and had chaynes of golde, great, and marvellous weightie. What fhould
be fayd? Surely emongeft the Englithmen lacked no riches nor beautifull apparell
or array,”—T he Englifh Ladies wore habits made according to the French mode,
whereby, as Polydore Vergil obferves, they loft on the fide of modefty more then
they gained in point of grace; and, in regard to drefs, they allowed themfelves
to be inferior to the Ladies of the French court. However, Monf. le Marefhal
de Fleurenges very candidly acknowledges, that, amidft the great excefs of ex-
pence in both courts, it was univerfally allowed, that, although the French dif-
tinguithed themfelves by a fuperiority in magnificence, yet the Englith far ex-
ceeded them in tafte. Mem. de M. de Fleurenges.—Many of the Englith nobility,
and particularly Edward Duke of Buckingham, exprefled their diflike of the whole
of this ufelefs parade, as they called it; but Henry’s will was not to be oppofed.—
Gallard, Hift. de Francis L. tom. 11. part 2. p. 83. Herbert, Hift. of Henry VIII,
p. 97. Dugdale’s Baron, vol. I. p. 170.

C 2 was,
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was, from the quantity of gold ftuff ufed on the occafion, called
Le Came DE DrRAP D’oR. This profufion of expence induced
Du Bellai to fay, that many of the French nobility carried their
mills, their forefls, and their meadows, on their backs [f|; and
will account for the truth of the affertion of many of our hifto-
rians, who tell us, that the Englifh nobility did not, for feveral
" years afterwards, recover from the diftrefs, wherein their prodi-
gious expence incurred on this occafion had involved them [g].

Tue

[f1 Memoites de Monf. du Bellai, vol. VII p. 319; &c.

[l Shakefpeare, in the firft {cene of the play of Henry VIII, introduces the.
Duke of Norfolk giving 2 moft pompous defcription of this interview to the Duke,
of Buckingham, who there exclaims,

O many
Have broke their backs with laying manors on ’em
For this great journey.

Norfoik. Men might fay,
Till this time pomp was fingle, but now marry’d
To one above itfelf—each following day
Became the next day’s mafter, till the laft
Made former wonders, its.—To-day the French
All clinquant, all in gold, like heathen gods
Shone down the Englith ; and to-morrow they
Made Britain India : every man that ftood,

Shew’d like a mine. Their dwarfith pages were

As cherubims, all gilt ; the madams too,

Not us’d to toil, did almoft {weat to bear

The pride upon them ; that their very labour

‘Was to them as a painting. Now this mafk

Was cry’d incomparable ; and th’ enfuing night
Made it a fool and beggar—The two kings,
Equal'in luftre, were now beft, now worft,

As prefence did prefent them ; him in eye,

Still him in praife; and being prefent both,

*Twas faid, they faw but one, and no difcerner
Durft wag his tongue in cenfure. When thefe funs,
For fo they phrafe ’em, by their heralds challeng’d

The
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THE unexpeCed arrival of the Emperor Charles V. at Do-
ver, on the 26th day of May, his continuance in the Englith
court until the laft day of that month, and other unavoidable ac-
cndents, delayed the interview until Sunday the 7thof June, when
it took place.

On the morning of that day, upon a fignal given by firing a
canpon from the Englifh fide, which was anfwered by another at
Ardres, the two monarchs fet out,, Henry from Guines, and
Francis from Ardres, both royally accompanied, and rode to--
wards the valley of Arden; where, on their meeting, each of
them at the fame inflant put his.hand to his bonnet, and, taking it.
off, faluted the other. This done, both difmounted from their
horfes, and after mutual embraces and complimenes, walked to-
gether towards the tent that was pitched for their conference, and
entering it arm in arm;. again embraced each other [4].

WHEN the ceremonies were ended, the two kings parted, .
. and retired to their refpe&ive lodgings.. The remainder of the.
time that tbis interview. lafted,. being twenty-eight days, was fpent.
in reciprocal vifits, fplendid banquets,. tilts, tournaments, and
other martial exercifes.

In thus ﬁatmg the above account of this interview, and the -
preparatlons previous thereto, as related by our hiftorians, and.

The noble fpirits to arms, they did perform
Beyand thought's compafs ; that old fabulous flory,

Being now feen' poflible enough, got credit ;

‘That Bevis was believ’d..
[#] In the fame fcene, the Duke of Norfolk defcribes them thus:.

o e *T'wixt Guines and Ardre,
1 was then prefent, faw ’em falute on horfeback,
Beheld them when they lighted, how they clung .

In their embracement, as they grew together ; :
Which had they, what four thron’d.ones could lrave weigh'd i

Such a.compeunded one ? . .
vouched
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vouched by the public records, 1have been the more particular,
not only that the picture now under confideration might be the
" better underftood, but in order to fhew, that the painter hath,
‘in a‘moft extraordinary manmer, ftri®tly and minutely adhered
.to fa@, and made truth and accuracy the fole guides of his
Pﬁnti]a ) -
Tue fingularity and importance of this tran{cendent triumph,
on which the eyes of all Europe at that time had been fixed, and
wherein magnificence itfelf was in great- meafure exhaufted, could
not but imprefs the minds of both monarchs with a defire of
tranfmitting to pofterity in the moft effeftual and permanent
manner, fome memorial of it. For this purpofe, Edward Hall,
Recorder of London, who was prefent at the interview, drew up,
by King Henry’s command, a circumftantial account of every
day’s tranfaltion, and printed it in his Chronicle. Other accounts
alfo were written by different Englifhmen attendant at the folem-
nity [/]. At the fame time a Journal of thefe tranfaftions was
prepared, purfuant to the order of Francis ; and many years after, it
fell into the hands of Monfieur Peyrefc. This laft mentioned piece
,remained a confiderable time in manufcript ; but, being found in the
Library of Monfieur de Mazauges, was publifhed by Father Mont-
‘faucon, in his fourth tome of Monumensde la Monarcbie Francoife,to-

gether with a fomewhat different narrative, written about thetime of
.the interview, by Rabert de Ia Mark, Marefchal de Florenges [£]-

[i] Several of thefe narratives were.bound up in a large volume, which was
.afterwards depofited in the Cottonian library, Caligula, D. VI; but that volume,
together with many others, perifhed in the fire-which .happened in that noble
colle&ion of manufcripts.

[#] He was a Marefchal of France, and died in the year.1537. His Memoirs
are likewife printed at the end of thofe of Monf. du Bellai, publifhed by M. Lam~
;bert, in 1753, in feven vols. 12mo. A fomewhat different account of this inter-
view is alfo printed in Le Ceremonial Frangois, tom. 1L, .p. 736.

‘On
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- On this occafion the fifter arts were likewife employed: Francis-
caufed the cavalcade to be carved in Bas Relievo, on five marble
tables, and placed in the front of the houfe of the Procureur Ge-
neral, at Rouen, where they are ftill preferved [/]; “and Henry

“ordered the whole of the interview, together with its attendant

. circumftances, to be defcribed in painting ; which was accordingly

“executed in the piGture now remazining in Windfor Caftle.

' Tue great fuperiority of the Englifh painter over the French
ftatuary appears evident, when their refpeGive performances are

_eompared together. The marbles, of which P. Montfaucon and Dr.

"Ducarel have favoured the public with exact engravings [m], are

“confined folely to the cavalcade of the two monarchs, and their

firft meeting on horfeback ; the whole ill-defigned, and worfe
exccuted. The figures are but few, and thofe meagre, dl(propor-
tioned, ungraceful, badly-difpofed, andin no refpe& refembling

‘the perfonages they are intended to reprefent. Thefe faults, as

_ well as the defe@s of the French fculptor, are carefully avoided.
' by the artift to whom we are indebted for the pi¢ture. He therein
gives us, in a mafterly manner,. a {pirited reprefentation of almoft

every progreﬂive circumftance, from the outfet to the conclufion.

of the interview; and hath managed the whole of the piece in
fuch a regular, faithful, and corre&t manner, as demonftrates his
firi&t obfervance of hiftoric, as well as local truth in every part
of the reprefentation, and his extraordinary vigilance in not omit-
ting any thing conducive to-our underftanding, and having a clear-

and compleat view of the whole.

[/] The ftri@eft enquiry hath been made; but no other fculpture, or any '
pi¢ture, illumination, drawing, or print, of this interview, hath been found in
France. Neither is there to be met within the Libraries of- that. kingdom any
manufcript account or defcription of that ceremony, except thofe mentioned in
this differtation,

(] Monumens de la-Mon.. Fran. tom. 1v. and Anglo-Norman Antiq.
For:
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For the better explaining this truly valuable and cxtraordmary
painting, it fhould be confidered as if divided into two parts. The
part forming the right hand fide, exhibits a bird’s-eye view of the
market-place, church, and caftle, of Guines, together with part
of the town walls, and their furrounding ditch. In the foreground
thereof the Englith cavalcade, of which I fhall fpeak more at large
in the fequel, is reprefented as paffing towards the place of inter-
view. Over thefe, in the back ground, and towards the top of
the pitture, is a view of the morafs which lies on the north fide
of the town, and of the river that runs from thence to Calais.
The caftle is reprefented as a pentagon, encompafled by a wet
ditch, communicating with that of the town, and fortified at each
angle by a round tower or baftion. Within the caftle is fecn the
top of the keep or dungeon, which was called /s Cave, and the
belfrey of the chapel [#]. Several perfons are fitting on the roof

of
[#] Guines in Picardy flands at the north end of a morafs on the left hand of
the road leading from Calais to Bouloign, and is two leagues diftant from the féa,
and north-weft from Ardres. This town gave name to the Comté wherein it is
Gtuate, and of which Ardres, Auderwic, Bredenarde, Sangate, Tournehems, and
the port of Wiflan, are dependencies.. The Comté contains twelve peerdoms,
and as many baronies {1]. The latter are, Ardres, Fiennes, Licques, Laval, Be-
{ingham, Crefceques, Courtebonne, ere@led into a marquifate in favour of Charles
de Colonné, in the year 1671 [2). Hames, Zelthum, Hermelingham, La motte
d’Ardres, and Alembon en Surques. The former are Perrier, Surques, Fouque-
{olles, Bouvelinghem, Recques, Lotbarnes, Auringhes, Nicelles les Ardres, Com-
paignes, Afquingoul, Ecclemy, and la Haye. .

At what time the town of Guines was founded is now unknown, but its ori-
gin was doubtlefs very ancient; fince we find that Valbert, fon of Agneric,
prime minifter to Thierry, king of Burgundy and Auftrafia, was poffefled of
it [3]; as was alfo bis brother and fucceflor, Saint Faron. From that time we
have no account of the Lords of Guines and its dependencies, till Lideric, the
firk earl or forefter of Flanders, annexed it to his dominions, and in kis
family it continued, till Arnold the Bald or the Great ceded it to Sifrid, from
“whom the firft Counts of Guines were defcended [4]. This Sifrid coming to the

[1] Lamberti Hift. Comitum Ard. et Guifn. P. Ludewis Reliquise Mifcellan. p. 381. Lefebure, Hift. de |
Calais, tom. L. p. 374. tom. IL. p. 354. [2] Bernage, Nobiliare de Picardie. [3] And. du Chefne, Hift. de la
Maifon de Guines, p. 4 [4] Lambesti Hift, Com. Ard. ¢t Guifa. ¢. 6.

afliftance
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of the fhambles, and . others fanding at the doors of the
houfes of the town, looking at the cavalcade. The town guard
alfo appears as drawn up, and flanding under arms in the market-
place.

affiftance of Arnold againft William Earl of Ponthieu, feized upon Guines and its
territories, and fortifying the keep or dungeon, there fixed his refidence; Arnold
remonttrated in vain againft this a& of violence, and, not being able to difpoflefs
Sifrid, gave him his daughter Eftrude in marriage, and with her confirmed him in
his poflefion of Guines and its territories, to hold of the Earls of Flanders, by
homage. Adolphus, the fon of Sifrid and Eftrude, afterwards ereQed it.into a
Comté. When King Edward IIL. bad made himfelf mafter of Calais, he looked
upon Guines as a town of too great importance to be fuffered to remain in the
hands of the French, -Wherefore one John de La'nca&er, an archer of the garrifon
of Calais, marchmg with a party of men at arms and archers, by licence from the
Lord Deputy, affailed and took the garrifon in the night of the 21( of January 13515
and from that time till the reign of Queen Mary Guines continued in‘the hands
of the Englith. The Duke of Burgundy befieged it in 1436, but was forced to
abandon his enterprife, with the lofs of part of his baggage. In, April 1514, Fran-
cis de Valois, Duke of Angouleme, afterwards Francis I, invefted Guines with
8ooo men, and a great train of amllery; but foon after haftily brake up the ﬁebe,
on receiving advice, that Henry VIII. was coming toitsrelief. The Duke of Guife
having taken Calais in 1588, befieged Guines, and took it on the 13th of Jan,
after an obftinate refiftance made by the governor Lord Gray. A plan of Guines,
taken after the laft-mentioned ﬁege, and printed at Rome, by Duche!la, repicfents
it as being nearly fquare, encompafled on all fides by a large wet ditch, and de-
. fended by a rampart of earth, ftrengthened by freeftone parapets. The caflle,
which ftood fouth of the town, was feparated from it by a ditch, fimilar to that of
_the town, and communicating with it. This caftle was built in form of a pca-
on, with five round baftions, and very high curtains. In the middle ftcod a
tower, called /2 Cuve, which was a fquare building, fortified without by a ftrong
bulwark, defended by a wet ditcch and four towers at its angles ; “thefe forufi-
cations were long fince razcd, by order of the French court, as intirely ufelefs; the
frontier on that fide of France being thought fufficiently covered by the amghbou:-
;ng towns of Ardres and Calaiss

AN T3
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‘In the middle of the left hand fide of the picture, and near the-
caftle gate, is the elevation of the prificipal front of a moft ftately '
fquare caftellated palace, whofe walls ar¢ of frecfiont talfed upon
a deep plinth or balement of réd brick-work. Thefe walls dre
kernelled on their top, and fortified at their angles, as alfo on.
each fide of the grand entrance or gateway, by a circular tower of .
brick-work, piercéd with loop or air-holes. On each fide of the -
gate are two largk tranfom bay wirdows, {eparated from each other
by a fquare freeftone tower, which is carricd tp above the battle-
ments of the parapet, and terminated by a large proje@ing moulded: -
cornice. Within the top of each of the round towers is placed a-
freeftone ftatue, reprefenting a naked man ftooping forward, and. -
bolding up ia both his hands, which are raifed above his head, &
mafly round fonie or ball, ready to be throwh over the parapet..
Within each of the fquare towers are two fimilar ftatues in the like-
attitude. Thefe ftatues feem intended ndt only asornaments to the.
gpper part of the building, but to point cut the manner in which-
Priifications. and other places Wekre anciently defended from the at--
tacks of affailants at fuch times s the clofe approach of the befiegers.
to-the walls rendered the ufe of other arms of defence ineffeGual..
Between the heads of the bay windows and the cornice under the -
battlements, runs a broad flourifhed frieze, grounded r¥d, 4id inlaid.
Wit}) an ornament of tracery, not much unlike thofe which have-
lately been ntroduced amongft us by fome modern builders, and
taken from the ruis of ancient. firutures difcovered at Palmyra,
This fiffieze breaks over both the fquare towers that - firengthen the-
front, but dies againft the fides of the circular towers..

T'uEe head of the grand gateway or entrance into this palace is -
formed by a catenarian -arch, whofe-archivault refts on the capitals -
of two Corinthian pilafters, which form the architrave that covers . -
the jambs of the door way. The archivault is rufticated and en-

' riched:
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riched with ornaments totally different from thofe on the frieze,
Upon the crown.or key-fione of the arch ftands a male figure,
with a pair of expanded wings on his thoulders, and on his heall
is a fkull cap, with a fmall crofs on its front. In hisright hand he
holds a long fhafted crofs, fhaped likea pilgrim’s ftaff; and in his
left a fhield, the bottom whereof refts upon the head of an expiring
dragon, on which he tramples. Thefe figures, which in all proba-
bility were intended as an emblem of the king’s then new acquired
titleof Defender of the Faith, are gilt with gold. On each fide
of this figure is a large union rofe of York and Lancafter; and
over them hangs a fuperb feftoon, compofed of laurel leaves and
hufksintermixed. ‘The architrave of the entablature is continued
above thefe ornaments ; and fill higher up is a grand armorial efco-
cheon, charged with, quarterly, France and England, fupported
on the dexter fide by a lion, Or, and on the finifter by a dra-
gon, Gules, being the arms and fupporters then ufed by King
Henry VIII. On one fide of this efcocheon is the initial letter
H. and on the other the letter R.; the whole furmounted by
an imperial crown. The upper part of this efcocheon ftands with-
in'a compofed femicircular pediment of grotefque work, which
finifhes the elevation of this part of the front. The tympanum
of this pediment is hollowed and fluted like an efcalop-fhell,
and over itis a cornice of rufticated work. On the top of the
pediment ftands the figure of St. George treading on a dragon,
and gilt with gold. At each angle of the roof, which is hipped
and flated, fits a lion, fupporting in his paws a vane made in form
-of a banner, and charged with one of theking’s badges. On the
firft is, Azure, a fleur delys, Or; on the fecond, Or, ared and white
union rofe; on the third, Argent, the crofs of St. George, Gules;
and on the fourth, Gules, a white and red union rofe. From the

center of the roof rifes a grand hexangular turret; on the finyal
of

7
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of whofe fummit ftands an. emblematical figure of Religion, repre=

fented as a female, winged, and trampling on: a demon or fiend§,

which lies ina fupplicating pofture, and is pierced by the fhaft of
along crofs which Religion holds in berhand. Thefe figures are-

likewife gilt with gold. On the moulded carnice, which is continued:

round this turret, at that part where it is feparated from the lan~

tern, likewife fit four of the king’s beafts, each fupporting in theip

paws banners of the king’s badges, viz, firft, a white lian fuftain~ -
ing a vane, Or,. charged withared and white union rofe ; fecend+.

ly, a red dragon bearing wp a vane, Azure, charged with a fleur
de lys, O3, thirdly, a white greyhound holding a vane, Azure,.
charged with aportcullis, Or;. fourthly, a red dragon {upporting

a vane, Gules, charged with a white and red. unien rofe, The.

great gateof thisbuilding is thrown open, and difcovers the port--.

er’s lodge, part of the firft quadrangle, fome of the fteps of the.
grand ftair-cafe, and the entrance into the butlery; at the -hatch,
whereof a ferving-man is receiving two jugs of wine.

THE edifice here depited is intended ta.reprefent that magnifi- .
cent temporary palace, or large quadrangular - building, which.
was made of timber, brought ready framed from England, and fet
up on the plain near the caftle of Guines, under the infpeion of
Sir Edward Belknap, who, with three thoufand artificers, was fent. .

thither for that purpofe [q_] : exclufive of a fplendid chapel and the .
royal

[0] Hallfays, ¢¢ Thepalayswas quadrant3and every quadraot of the fams palays
¢t was 111 C, xxv1is foote longe, of afyfe which was in compefle x111 C. and x11 foote
¢.aboute :”’ the whole building, according to Duchefne, was one hundred twen-
ty eight fcet high. The outfide was covered with canvas, painted inimitation of free- .
ftoneand rubbed brick-work ; and the infide was ornamented with curicus fculptures. .
Hall fays, that thehal]pas and entry of the ftairs was ornamented withimagesin armour
wrought in curiouswork of argentine. ‘The numerous apartments werc hung with
the richefttapeltry; and cloth of gold apd filver, pancd with green and white filk, be-

ing;
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royal apartments, it contained lodgings for moft of the great offi-
cers of ftate [2].

- HisTory informs us, that Henry caufed one of the fronts of -
this palace to be adorned with the figure of a Sagittary, under-
whichi the following motto was placed, CUI ADHAEREO PRAEEST. -
But they are not reprefented in the pi¢ture.  As the frent thercin
exhibited appeats to be fo fully decorated as mot to leave

room for the admiffion of fuch an ornament, we may, with the
greater probability, prefume, that the Sagittary was placed on the

rear or baek front of the builing, which faced towards the place

of interview ; and from iis point of fituation was the beft adapted
for thie reception of that altufion [g). -

ON the plain before the palace” ftand’ two fuperb - conduits; -

placed at a fmall diftance from each other. - Both of thefe conduits

are reprefented as cafed over with différent kinds of marble framed -

‘in"panel. The rails, fliles, and cornices, are of ftatuary, and the

panels of red granate. ‘The largeft and moft magnificent ftands

on the lefthand fide of the palace, and is raifed upen an afcent:
of two fteps. It confifts of an oftangular bafement ftory, finithed :
by an embattled parapet, and of three lefler-fories of a polygonal

form,.rifing out of the former. ‘The roof which covers the up~

permott of thefe ftories is quadrangular, but .of -a bell-like thape, -

ing the favourite colours of the-houfe of Tudor. After the interview this: fumpe -
tuous palace was taken down, and brought back to England. Thé model of it

was for a long time preferved in the royal palace at Greenwich, where Lord Hex-

bert, as he:tells us in his Hiftory of King Henry VIII, frequently faw it. Du -t -

Bellai fays, that it appeared to be one-of the fineft buildings. in the world, and -
that the defign of it was taken from the Maifon de Ietate, or Exchange; at Calak.:

* Holingfhed and Hall are very particular m their defeription-of its apartments, -
Lp] Hall, Dui Bellai, &t. S . :
[¢] Hall, Lefebure, Du Bellii. -
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-and. is furmounted by the figare of a young "Bacchus ftriding on
‘a tun, and quaffing ‘wine out.of a fhell which he holds in
+his right-band. 'From the tun red wine is‘let ‘down- into the
.body of the condmt, from whence, through' mafks of Tions heads,
,,gllt with gold, fixed in the pancls of ‘the {econd ftory, it runs
"into.a large. refervoir behmd the ,parapet of the bafement ftory,
and is from -thence dafcharged to -the pepulace through the like
‘mafks fixed in the pands of that flory []. Round this ciftern
are placed feveral perfons in different attitudes. Some of them
.are catching, and others partaking of the liquor that comes from
_it; and by their countenances and “ations, exprefling its various
.effe@s from hilarity to inebriety, plainly fhew, that they tho-
. -roughly underftood, and made ufe of, the general liberty given
ithem by :the infcription placed thereon {s].
~ Tue .other conduit ftands on the right of the palace gate, and
is a fhort hexangular pillar panellcd like the former, but with
. this only difference, that each pancl is inlaid with grotefquc {crolls
.of white marble. On the cornice of this pillar is an embattled
parapet, within which ftands a fmall circular column of white
.marble, from whence red wiae, through matks of lions heads, is
_difcharged into a ciftern, hid by a parapet. On the fummit fands
- figure of Cupid, hplding in his lcft hand a bow, from whence
Jhe feems to have juft fhot an arrow, conformable to the defcrip-

{r] The Marfcbal de Florenge fays, that the liquors whﬁch ran from thefe con-
duits during the whole time of the interview were red wing, ypocras, and water.
- Monf. Peirefc tells us, that the one difcharged malmfey, and the other claret.
‘And.Hall’s wordn are~—* the conduy&es renne to all peaple, with red, white, and
#¢ claret wine,”
~[s) Hall, in his Chrenicle fol, Lxxr11. fpeaking of this conduit, fays, ¢ that on
¢ its head was written, in letters of Romayn, in golde, FAITE BCNNE CHERE
¢ Quy VoULDRA.” This infcription is omitted by our pamtcr, the fmallnefs of
his fcale not permitting him to introduce it.

tion
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tion' given::by- Hall [£]. In the lower part of the fore ground
but - mear ~to " thefe conduits, two men fland, facing “each
other; and . dreffed -alike.. They wear on their heads hngh blue
caps; -terminated by golden taffels, and fhaped like the tiara, with
two-‘cocks-tail’sfeathers fixed on the right- fide. Their habit is a
yellow gown, :reaching down to the calf of their legs, guarded L
with black lage, and trimmed with black tufted frogs. They-have-
© long kimeters by: their fides, and are founding. long trumpets, to
announce the near approach of the Englith cavalcade. On the left -
hand of thefe -trumpeters are a variety of. fpeQators, -and amo
them two gentlemen;in deep converfation with each other, Thefe
figures arc much. ;more. laboured. and highly finithed than any of
the others that are near them ;, and, being placed in fo confpxcuous '
a manner in the fore- ground arc, in all probaluhty, the portraits -
of the paiater to whom we owe this Iu&ure, and of Edward Hall, -
who was enjoined by: King chry to draw 'up the deﬁ:rxpuon of
the interview..

In the fore-ground, on the righthand fideof the px&urc,xsthcvcry
mumerous Englith cavalcade, defcnbedas marching out of the town -
of Guines ; from whence proceeding by the fide of the caftls ditch,
it enters - the. caftle gate, by means-of a btidge throwat over the ™
ditch at a {mall diftance from the temporary palace. - The further -
progrefs of the cavalcade is not reprefented in this piece. But it'may -
be fuppoled to have paﬁéd from the caftle’ through the fally port,
and. to have.purfued its way to the place of imterview along the -
valley and. by the fide of . the.rivalet, .which is there defcribed as.

L] His words are, “ On the other hande or fyde of the gate, was fet a pyller, -
«which was of auncient Romayne worke, borne with iiii Lyons of golde, the -
¢pyller wrapped in a wrethe of golde curioufly wroughte and intrayled, and on -
¢ the fommet of the fayde pyller ftode an image of the blynde god Cupide with -
¢ his bowe and arrowes .of love; redy,-by hisifemynp, to ftryke. the younge -
s¢-people to love.” .

rupaing .
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running from the neighbourhood of Ardres, und difcharging itfelf
‘into the ditch of Guines caftle. The guns-df the caftle are repre- -
fented as ﬁrmg whilft the King paffes. The advanced part of the
proccfﬁon is compofed of the King's guard df bill-men, and their °
rear is brought up by 'feveral of their officers on horfeback.
"Thefe are followed by three ranks of men on foot, five in each
rank, all of them uUnarmed; or, to ufe the language of thofe‘
.times, being out of defenfible apparel. After them are five of
Wolfey’s domeftics on horfeback. ‘The middlemoft is one of his
«chaplains, drefled in a black gown, -and bearing in his right hand
a.crofs, the enfign of the cardinal’s legantine authority ; and on his
Jeft hand is another of the -chaplains in a fcarlet gown, carrying
the cardinal’s hat on a cufhion. ‘The perfon on their right hand,
s alfo he on their left, is drefled in black, and both of them have
.a mafly gold chain hanging down from their fhoulders. On the
right of all is another perfon drefled in a white linen habit, not
much unlike 2 modern furplice. Whether the three laft-mentioned
perfons here reprefented afually carried any enfigns of office is
uncertain, as their backs are turned to the fpe&tator. Poffibly the
¢wo in black with collars are defigned for the chamberlain and
Reward of the -houfhold to the cardinal, who is known to have
imitated royalty in all things. Thefe are fucceeded by two perfons
on horfeback, cloathed in orange-coloured gowns, and fupported
on their right and left by a mace-bearer drefled in crimfon.

AFTER them march two others on horfeback, with black
bonnets on their heads, and gold chains round their necks. Thefe
likewife are fupported on their right and left by a mace-bearer
drefled in a fanguine-colourcd habit [«].

{4] * Gentlemen, Squires, Knights, and Barons, rode before the King, and

s Bxﬂlops alfo.” Hall’s Chron. T
‘ _ HEN
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THEN Sir Thomas Writhes, or Wriothefley [x], garter king at
arms, bare-headed, and wearing the tabard of the order. He is
mounted on a pyebald horfe, richly trapped and caparifoned ; and
is fupported on his left hand by a ferjeant at arms or mace-bearer,
mounted on a black horfe, and followed by

THoMmAs Grey, Marquis of Dorfet, bare-headed, carrying in
his hand tke fword of ftate in the fheath, upright. He is drefled
in a gown of cloth of gold, over which is fufpended the collar of
the order of the garter, and is mounted on a beautiful dun horfe,
richly trapped and caparifoned. By the fide of his horfe run a
brace of milk whité greyhounds, with collars reund their necks.

IT feems formewhat extraordinary, that the painter thould in-
troduce thefe animals into a picture of {uch folemn ftate and tri-
umph as that we are now defcribing; and more particularly fo, when
we confider the confpicuous part of it which he hath here affigried
to them. Although we may not be able to difcover his real mo-
tives for fuch condu@, yetit is certain that they were placed here
for fome better reafon than merely that of ornamenting the pic-
ture. They might be intended to allude either to fome office
held by the Marquis under the-crown; to the king’s family de-
fcent; or to fome other point of hiftory. Anciently the grey-
hound was ufed as a fymbol of nobility ; and as fuch, firft accom-
panied, and then fucceeded, the hawk, which we fee placed
on the fifts of great perfonages, as reprefented in very ancient fta-
tues, and on feals in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries [ y].
We likewife find the greyhound introduced in other piGures of
ceremonials, as in that of Lewis de Bruges prefenting a book to

[#] Heis fo called in the Patent of the Office-of Garter. See Rot. Pat. 1 Henry
VIII. p. 2. m. 19.
{y] Vredius de Sigillis Com. Fland. Montfaucon, Monumens de la Mon.
Fran. Sandford, Gen, Hift. * Spelmanni Afpilogia. :
' E Charles
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Charles VIII. of France, fitting on his throne, and fur-
rounded- by his nobilitv ; and that of the court of Francis I. both
of which are engraved by Montfaucon [z]. We alfo find them
accompanying Hacold in his embally to the Duke of Normandy,
in more places than one, in the Bayeux tapeftry already mention.
ed. A greyhound Argent accolled Gules was the left fupporter of
the arms of King Henry VIII, which fupporter he bore in right
of his Queen, Ellzabeth of York, who was defcended from the
family of the Nevile’s, by Anne, her grandmother, the daughter -
of Ralph, Earl of Weftmorland, wife of Richard, Duke of York. .
Henry VIII, likewife, at the beginning of his reign, bore his arms
fupported on the right fide by a red dragon, and on the left by a
grevhound. Afterwards indeed he difcontinued the greyhound,
and fupported his fhicld on the dexter fide with one of .the lions .
of England, and tranfpofed . the red dragon to the finifter fide of
his efcocheon. However, in his great feals, as well that made ou
his coming to the crown, as in that fabricated in the year 1541, .
he had underneath his horfe a greyhound current, with a collar
. about his neck, to fthew his defcent, by his mother Queen Eliza- .
beth, from. the royal houfe of York [4].

BuT to return to the pl&ure«

Tue Marquis of Dorfet is followed by fix of the yeomen of -
the guard on foot, bearing their partizans on their fhoulders.
Their habit is fcarlet, guarded and laced on the fkirts and fleeves
with garter blue velvet [4]; and on their breafts and backs is the
Union Rofe, gnﬁgncd with the crown royal, embroidered in gold.

[%] Monumens de la Monarch. Fran. tom. IV

[a] Sandford’s Genealog. Hitt,

[4] The gold lace intermixed with firipes of blue velvet, as now ufed, was nct
affigned as a trimming to their uniform until a long time after the reign of Henry
V;III ~when they were likewife allowed to wear the fhoulder-belt,

THEN
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THEN come two of the King’s Henchmen, or pages on foot, the
one bare-headed, the other with his bonnet on his head, and both
of them drefled alike in crimfon jackets, embroidered on the back
with the Union Rofe between a greyhound and a dragon.. Their
breeches and the fleeves of their doublets are large, flathed, and
drawn out in puffs of fine cambrick at every cut. The fleeves are
alfo open on the back part, and their hofe and thoes are white.

Twue King’s Majefty, mounted on a ftately white courfer, moft
richly caparifoned, the trappings, breaft-piece, head-ftalls, reins,
and ftirrups, being covered with wrought gold, highly embof-
fed [¢]. The King hath on his head a black velvet hat with a
white feather laid on the upperfide of the brim. On the underfide
thereof runs a broad circlet or lacing, compofed of rubies, eme-
ralds, and other precious ftones intermixed with pearls. He is ap-
parelled in a pleited garment of cloth of gold, over a jacket of rofe-
coloured velvet [4]. From his fhoulders hangs a beautiful large
collar, compofed of rubies and branches of pearl fet alternately [e],

[c] ¢ The courfer which his Grace roade on was trapped in a marveilous vef~
¢ ture of a newe devifed fathion, the trapper was of fine golde in bullion curioufly
¢ wroughte, pounced and fette with anticke worke of Romayne figures,”—Hall’s
Chron. fol. LxxvI. Du Bellai fays, it was a Spanith Genet.

[d] *¢ His Grace was apparelled in a garment of clothe of filver, of damafke ribbed
<« with clothe of golde, fo thicke as mighte bee. The garment was large, and
¢¢ plited very thicke, and canteled of very good intaile, of fuche fhape and makyng
¢¢ that it was marveilous to behold.”—Hall, ibid.

[£] This is that ineflimable great Collar of ballaft Rubies, as it was called, which
by order of King Charles I, was fold beyond the feas by the Duke of Buckingham
and Lord Holland.—See in Rymer’s Foedera, vol. XVIIIL. p. 236. the warrant
direQing the delivery of this Collar to thofe noblemen, which collar is there faid
to be of great value, and had long continued, as it were, in 4 continual defcent,
for many years together, with the crown of England.—This Collar likewife ap-
pears on feveral piGures of Henry VIII, and on a medal of him in Evelyn. See
Walpole’s Anecdoies of Painting in England, vol. 1I. p. 66.

E2 and
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and on his breaft is a rich jewel of St. George, fufpended by a rib--

bom of the o-der. His boots are of yellow leather, and he hath a-

-{mall whip in his right hand..
Ox the King's left, but in a lime parallel with him, rides Car-

dinal Wolfey, hibited in.a gown of violet-coloured velvet, and.

‘mounted upon a ftately mule, harnefled with trappings, headftall,
reins, and a-broad breaftpiece of black velvet embrojdered with

‘gold, His page, who is here diftinguifhed by having a cardinal’s .

ted hat embroidered on the breaft of his dounblet, is walking be-

fore bim. bare-headed. On each fide of the King’s horfe are two -
.otler ‘pages, the one walking at a {mall diftance behind the other. .
“Three are-bare-headed, but. the fourth hath his bonnet on his.
‘head ; and all of them are in-the fame livery. Thefe are fup--
ported -on their right and-left by nine yeomen of the guard, three -
4n‘a rank, drefled m 'their uniform, and bcanng their partizans .

fhouldered [ f].
- IMMEDTIATELY. after the K.mg, follow four of the principal

~perfons of his court, riding abreaft. That on his right is Charles .
.Brandon,; Duke of Suffolk, wearing the collar of the order of the -

ter, and mounted on a white horfe, richly caparifoned. Next :

to him, on his left, is-Henry Bourchier, Earl of Eﬁéx, .who exe-
cuted the office of Earl Marthal .pro fempore. He is drefled in

the collar of the order, and bears in his right hand a filver rod .

tipp’d with enamel, being the badge of bis office. . Next to him
is .an elderly perfon, with a longith face, and a very forked

'beard, likewife wearing the .collar of. the order. The outermoft :

[f) ¢ attendyng on the kiages: grace of Englande, was the mafter of the.
-¢¢ horfe, by name Sir Henry Guylford, leadyng the kinges fpare horfe, the whiche
4¢.horfe was tarpped in a mantellet front and backe piece, all of fine golde in fci-

-¢¢_fers of devife, with taflelles on.cordelles .-pendaunt The fadell was of the fame.

¢ fute and woorke, {0 was the hedde-ftall and raynes.”—Hall’s Chron, The painter
hath unluckily omitsed.to reprefent.them in the picture. .
. perfon
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perfon toward the left hath only a gold chain hanging down from
his fhoulders [ g

THEese are followed by two athzr rows of noblemzn, four in
ezch row [6].  Amongft thofe in the firft row is one with a Iong,
lank vifage, and aforked beard, reaching down almoft to the pit
of his ftomach. His bonnet is ornamented with a ftring of pearls,

and hath a white feather fpread on its brim. . His doublet is fcarlet, -

and the fleeves of his _]acket, which are ]argc and full, are white
Jinen cloth. . One of thofe in the fecond row is certainly intended
for Fifher, Bifhop of Rochefter. On the right hand fide of thefe
march fix more ranks of yeomen of the guard.

ALL the before-mentioned principal. figures, reprefented as rid- -

ing in the cavalcade, are undoubtedly portraits painted from the
life, as in all probabxlxty many other ﬁgures in this picture like-
wife are. That in particular ¢ of King Henry is a very ftrong like-

nefs, hlxrhly finithed, and in no way inferior to the celebrated head

of that monarch which was painted by Holbein, and is now in the

royal ‘palace at Kenfington. . Thof¢ of the Marquis of Dorfet, . -

Charles Brandon Duke of Suffolk, Henry. Bourchier Earl of
Eflex, and Cardinal ‘Wolfey, - have the greateft and moft ftriking

refemblance of their portraits now remaining in different colle&tions. -

THE ranks laft mentioned are followed by a great number of

‘others, compofed of the nobility and royal attendants on horfeback, -
who are fucceeded by a large party of bilmen. The rear of thefe
js,brought up by a very numerous and uninterrupted train of de- -
‘mi-lances and others, who form a continued line of march from -
the back- of the parifh church of Guines, and are reprefented as -

[ g] Quacre, if not George Ne¢vil Lord Abgrgavenny, and Grorge Talbot, Earl
of Shrewfbury, Lord Steward, who, as Hall hath it,  rode with the king.”

[ 4] ¢ The Dukes, Marques, and Eiles, gave attendance next to the King.”. '

Hall.

pafling .
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pafling from thence through the market place, amidft a crowd of
{petators. ' '

NEear the foot of the bridge leading into the caftle, and by the
fide of the ditch, isa large group of perfous attentively viewing the
cavalcade. Amongft thefe is a refpe&ablc greyheaded man, with a
remarkable long white beard, drefled in a fcarlet uniform, laced
with gold, and having the letters H. R. embroidered on his breaft.
He holds his bonnet in hisright hand, which, as well as his left, are
held up as admiring the appearance of his royal mafter, on whom
he looks with an air and countenance expreffive of the greateft
pleafure and aftonifhment. ‘This figure is much more highly
finifhed than that of any other perfon placed near him. From
which circumftance, and the fingularity of his habit, it may rea-
fonably be inferred, that the painter defigned it for the portrait of
fome remarkable old fervant of the crown, at that time well known
and refpeted.

IN the back ground of the middle part of the pi&ture is feen
the place of the interview, reprefented as a fpacious circular plain,
fituated on the fummit of an elevation between the town of Guines
und the road leading from thence to the vale of Ardern or Andres.
It appears to be marked out by white camp colours or pennons, and
furrounded by a great number of demi-lances, and other guards
and attendants of both nations on horfeback, facing towards its
* center [7]. Within the area of this plain, and at a confiderable
diftance from the camp colours, is a circular line of round tents
and fquare pavilions placed alternately, and communicating with
cach other. The coverings and curtains of thefe tents and pavi-
lions are painted green and white, being the favourite colours of

[i] When the King came to thz bank of Ardern, then every gent’lema'n, as

they rede, took his plage, and ftood {L1l, fide by fide, their regard or face to-

wards the vale. Hall,
the
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the houfe of Tudor, and the fame wherewith Henry VII tinged

the field or ground of one of the banners which he fet up in Bof-

worth field, and whereon was painted a red dragon, in allufion to

his defcent from Cadwallader [£].  In the center of thefe tents

and pavilions is pitched a large fingle tent, covered with cloth of

gold, flowered with red, and lined with blue velvet, powdered

with Fleurs de Lys. On its top ftands a gold or gilt figure of St. .
George trampling on the dragon. The curtains are thrown back, .
and difcover the two monachs Henry and Francis alone, and em-

bracinig one another. [/]. = They are drawn fomewhat larger than

the furrounding figures, and are fo highly finifhed, that the re-

femblance of each is. perfettly well exprefled. . Before the front

of this tent ftand feveral attendants, as. alfo thé mafters of the

horfe to the two Kings, each holding thé courfer of his Sove-

reign: that of King Henry is white, and that of Francis is dun.

Our painter’s ftri& obfervance of hiftory and chorography,
and his diligence in exa&ly marking the moft minute circum- -
ftances that happened on the. occafion which- gave fubje&t to
his piGure, is not lefs remarkable hére than in the other parts
of his. performance. By Wolfey’s regulations for-the interview, .
Henry was to.go half a mile out of Guines, but ftill kecping
within its territories, According to the {cale of the pi¢ture, the -
place of interview ftands thercin exadtly at that diftance from .
Guines. In our painting it is reprefented as on a rifing ground,
juft before the entrance into the vale of Andres, in which part of .

[#]Henry VIl on his arrival at London, offered up his banner in the church.of
St.'Paul, as a trovhy of his vi@ ry. In comm:moration whereof he inftituted :
the office of Rouge Dragon Purfuivant. The like banner is on his tomb in Weft- -
misfter Abbey,

(1] Florenge fays, that the Cardinal and theChancellor Du Prat were in the .:
tet,.. But all the Englith Hiforians agree, that the two Kings were alone. "
that .:
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that village is fhewn. In the Chorographical Map of the govern-
ment of (,alais, made by the Chevalier Beaurain, in the year 1766,
fuch an eminence e}.tendmg itfelf from the morafs on the north
to the Bois de Guines is  laid down at about fix hundred toifes
fouth-eaft of Guines [#]. In the fame Map thie town of Ardres is
delcribed as fituate on the brow of a fmall rife three teagues fouth-
eaft of Guines; and in the pifure it is reprefented in the like
fituation, and at the fame diftance. All the camp colours being
white, fome perfons, from a fuppofed 1mprobab1hty of the Englifh
monarchs fufﬁ:rmg the place of interview to be entirely marked
out by pennons of a tinGture folely and notorioufly ufed by the
French, may be inclined to think, that this is a blunder committed
by the painter. But this, inftead of being an error, is a further
inftance of the painter's accuracy. By Cardinal Wolfey’s award,
commiflioners of the one and the other party were appointed to
affign and mark out the place of intérview. Thefe commiffioners
‘having accordingly met, and made choice of a proper fpot, the
method of marking it out, by fetting up camp colours, was nét
only obvious, but became neceffary, and more particnlarly fo for
the guidance of thofe who had the care of the commion tents,
none of which were to be drefled within the boundary of the place
of interview. T'o this end, Richard Gibfon, one of the Englith
commiffioners, by King Henry’s command, fet up four pennons,
paned white and green, at that time the tinctures ufed by the
Englith. This gave fo great an offence to Monfieur Chatilion,
one of the principal perfons in the French court, that, as Hall
exprefles it {#], he, in a rigorousand cruel manner, threw them
down ; whereupon high words enfued between him and Gib-
fon, which was nearly produélive of very ferious confequences.

[m] See the map prefixed to the fecond vol. of Lefebure’s Hift. de la Ville do Clais.
{a) Fol, 1xxux.
However,



of an ancient Piflure in Windfor Caftle. 33

However, the Earl of Effex, then temporary Earl Marfhzl, in-
terfering, the difpute was ended; and, at his commandment, fays
Hall, the wrong done to the Englith was patiently fuffered, and
the white, or French colours, were left ftanding by themfelves [e]-
AT the top of the piture, towards the left, is a flight view of
the town of Ardres, from whence Francis and his train iffued [p].
The whole length of the valley between that town and the place
of interview appears to be filled with French foldiery compleatly
armed ; whilft, on the other hand, there are not any Englith
troops reprefented as marching from Guines; the whole body of
Henry’s train being drawn up on one fide of the place of interview.
The painter, by thus thewing the number of French foldiers to be
greater than that of the Englith, evidently alludes to the doubt
which, during King Henry’s march, was raifed, as our hiftorians

[0] Hall, ibid.

[#] The town of Ardres ftands within the Comté of Guines, and is about three
leagues fouth-eaft from Calais. It was originally founded in the year 1069, by
Arnold de Salve, who, having married to his firlt wife Adella de Salvefle or Salvafle,
Lady of Ardres, and widow of Herebert de Fiennes, pulled down her caftle of Sal-
vaffe, and removing the materials into the plain of Ardres, there built a fortrefs for
him(eif, and feveral houfes, in order to invite inhabitants to make a fettlement at that
place. After his wife’s death, by permiffion of his Lord Paramount, the Count de
Guinés, he granted feveral franchifes to the new comers, built the parith church,
and founded therein fix fecular canons ; In 1c93, he walled round and fortified the
town, and ere&ed within it a magnificent caftle, in form of a labyrinth, which is
fully defcribed by Lambert de Ardres, in his Hiftory of that place. By the treaty of
Bretigny, in 1360, this town, together with the whole Comté of Guines, was ce-
ded by John King of France to Edward III, King of England. In 1377, it was
befieged and taken by the French. In 1522, it was taken by the Flenungs, and
retaken by the Englifh; and in 1562, the townfmen obtained a confirmation of
all privileges and franchifes thentofore granted to them by the Counts, their an-
cient Lords. Since that time it hath conftantly belonged to the French, is well
fortified, and is one of their chief places of defence on the frontiers next Flanders,
Duchefne’s Hiftoire de la Maifon de Guines, p. 80, 88, &c. Lefebure, Hiftoire
de la Ville de Culais, tom, IL. p. 351.

aflure
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affure us, by feveral of his attendants, whether he fliould pro-
ceed or not. For Nevil, Lord Abergavenny, having been in the
French quarters, and {ufpe&ing Francis of treachery, came hattily
to King Henry, and bid him be aware; for the French party was
double as many as that of the Englith. This intelligence ftag-
gered the King’s refclutions, until the Earl of Shrewfbury, Lord
Steward, faid, ¢¢I myfelf have been there ; and the Frenchmen be
more in fear of youm and your fubjelts, than your fubjefts be of
them; therefore, if I was worthy to give you council, your grace
fhould march forward.” Whereupon the King immediately re-
plied, « So we intend, my Lord ;” and immediately went on.

SomMewHAT lower down in the piture, and nearer to Guines
than the place of interview, is a group of tents, covered with ‘
linen cloth, fome paned green and white, and others red and
white. ‘Thefe are defigned to reprefent the tents which, Hall and
the Marefchal de Florenge tell us, were pitched near the rivalet
which runs to the gate of Guines, for the lodging of fuch of the
Engh{h train as could not be accommodated within the town, on
account of the fmallnefs of that place [¢].

O~ a rifing ground, between the laft mentioned tents and the
back front of the temporary palace, ftands a large and fumptu-
ous pavilion, compofed of one long and two round tents, the
whole covered with cloth of gold, flowered with black. On the
finyall of each of the round tents is a vane, charged with the
arms of France and England, quarterly. This is that grand pa.
vilion, wherein Henry and Katherine frequently entertained at
dinner the French King and Queen, and the principal nobility
attendant on each court. At a fmall diftance from this pavilion

[ 4] ¢ For that the town of Guines was little, and that all the noblemen might
¢ not there be lodged, they fet up tents in the field, to the number of twenty-¢ight
¢ hundred fundry lodgings, which was a good fight.” Hall,

: 15 .
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is a view of the culinary offices fet up on the plain, and ufed
for preparing thofe fumptuous banquets. They confift of a large
group of ovens, at which {undry bakers are bufied; and two {pa-
cious tents, the fronts of both which are thrown open, and fhew
the one made ufe of as a boiling office, and the other deftined
for roafting the meats ; in which fervices feveral cooks appear to
be employed. From thefe kitchens fourteen yeomen of the guard,
each carrying a covered difh, are going towards the royal pavi-
lion, and preceded by George Talbot, Earl of Shrewfbury, Lord
Steward of the houthold, bearing his white ftaff, attended by a
gentleman, wearing a fafh, which hangs down from his right
thoulder to the middle of his left thigh, where it is tied in an ele-
gant knot. ’

NEeAR to the ovens ftands a cabaret, at the door whereof divers
perfons are drinking. And at a little diftance from it is a lady,
carried in a horfe litter, covered with crimfon velvet embroidered
with gold. She is preceded by a groom, and followed by two
other ladies, and a man fervant. - The lady in the litter turns her
face out of the window, and feems to be talking to a page, who
appears extremely obfequious and attentive to her. Juft behind
the page is another lady matked, and on horfeback, attended by a
female fervant, Thefe ladies feem to be perfons of great dignitv ;
fhe in the litter may be one of the Queens coming incognito to
view the culinary and other offices.

BeneaTH thefe, and in a line with the temporary palace, is
pitched an open circular tent of white cloth, embroidered with
blue tracery, over which is an Union Rofe, and a Fleur de Ly;.
The curtains of this tent are thrown open, and difcover a mag-
nificent fideboard of plate, and a table {pread. At the upper end
of this table fits an elderly gentleman; on one fide is a lady, and

at the lower end another gentleman, They are partaking of a
Fa2 repaft,
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repaft, which is ferved up by feveral attendants. ‘This tent, by

its vicinity to the temporary palace, and the culinary offices, by

the appearance of the guefts, and the magnificence of the fide-
board, was, in all likelihood, that of the Lord Steward of the

houfhold. ,

In the adjacent fields, and at a finall diftance behind this laft-
mentioned tent, are pitched feveral others, defigned for the ufe of
futlers, and covered with green and white and red and white linen
cloth,

IT hath been before obferved, that, as foon as the interview
was agreed on, and the time fixed for that folemnity, Orleans,
king at arms for I'rance, came to the court of England, and there
made a proclamation, that the King of England and the French
ng, in a camp between Ardres and Guines, with eighteen alds,
in June next enfuing, fhould abide all comers, being gentlemen,
at the tilt, tournay, and barriers; and that the like proclamation
was by Clarenceux, king at arms of England, made in the courts
of France and Burgundy, and in other courts in Germany and
Italy. Our painter therefore, in order that no one circumftance,
contributing either to the fplendor or honour of this interview,
might efcape memory, in the back ground, and at the extremity
on the left hand fide of this picture, hath given a view of the lifts
or camp which was fet apart for the performance of the jufts and
feats of arms appointed to be held on that occafion ; and, accord-
ing to Hall’s account, containing within their area a fpace of nine
hundred feet in length, and three hundred and twenty feet in
breadth [¢]. On the left fide of thefe lifts is a fcaffold, or long
gallery, for the reception of the royal perfonages and their at-
tendants ; and the whole, except the entrance, is fenced with a
sail and barrier, guarded by a great number of demi-lance men

[¢] Fol. Lxxix.
and
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and others on herfeback, completely armed [r). The entrance
into the Jifls is guarded on one fide by French foldiers, cloathed
in a blue and yellow uniform, with a falamander, the badge of
. Francis I[s], embroidered ,thercon,. And on the other fide
it 1is kcpt by the Englifh yeomen of the guard,. holding their
partizans in their hatids. “On a rife at the left hand corner of
thefe lifts, and clofe to the gallery end, ftarids a large artificial sree
of bonour. The trunk of this tree is wrapped round with a man-
tle of red velvet, embroidered with gold ; and upon its branches,
agreeable to the praltice at the time of thofe romantic exercifes,
hang the fhiclds of arms of the two challengers, thefe of their
refpe@tive aids, and the tables of the challenges. Under them are
the fhields of arms, and {ubfcriptions of the feveral an{wers.
“T'his tree, 'as we are informed by Hiftortans, bcmg thirty-four
feet in height, fpreading one hundred and twenty-nine feet, and
from bough to bough forty-three feet, was compofed of the Fram-

{r] Du Bellai fays, that the lifts bad a barrter on the fide of theTrench King,
and another onthat of Henry. The Englith archers and captain of Henry’s guasd
kept the French King’s fide ; and the captain of the French King’s guards, his
archers, and the Swifs, kept the Englith King’s fide ; and fuffered none to enter
but the combatants. ‘

{5]. ‘The habits of Francis I's guards are thus reprefented by Father Montfaucon,
at the end of his fourth volume of Monumens de la Monarchie Frangoife ;
and that the Salamander was the fymbol of that king i3 evident, not only from

the relation of the French writers of his time, but by the figure of it, which we '

fee carved in feveral parts of the caftles built by him, as well as ftampt on his coin,
feveral pieces of which are delcribed in Le Trait€ Hiftorique des Monnoies de France,
par le Oflave. Father Daniel and others affirm, that Charles Count Angouléme,
_father of Francis, had affumed this fymbol ; but that the devife, Nutrifio et extingue,
was added by Francis. Montfaucon hath engraved in his fourth vol. a medal of
Francis I, with this legend, Francis Duc de Vafois, Comté d’ Angouléme,. an dixieme
axde fon age. On the reverfens falamander in the fire, with a legend in Italian ;
« the meaning whereof is, ¢ I pourith the good, and extinguifh the guilty.”

F 3 botfier,



38 An Hiftorical Deftription:

boifier, o Rafpberry, the badge of Francis I, and of the A
bepine, or Hawthorn, Henry’s badge, artificially twined and:
twifted together, as. emblematical both of the mutual love and.
friend(hip then fubfifting between the two menarchs; and of their
unian as challengers in the feveral exercifes. of arms then to be
performed [#]. We are ata lofs to.difcover the reafon and occa-
fion of Francis’s affuming the Rafpderry for his badge ; but it is
- well known, that Henry chofe the Hawtborn as his cognizance,
in imitation of his father Henry V1I, who bore the fame, inclo~
fing a crown,. in allufion to his being crowned in Bofworth field
with the diadem of Richard I1I, which,. after the battle, was found.
there concealed in a Hawthorn buth [#].

IN the gallery ftand the two Kings; Francison the right hand,
and Henry on the left : and, at fome diftance from them, are the.two-
reigning Queens, attended by. the ladies of their refpecive courts,
reprefented as fpe@ators of the jufts.. The front of that. part.of’
the gallery appropriated for the reception of Henry and Francis is-
covered with a carpet of cloth of gold, and the rail before the-
Queens is hung with rich tapeftry. Within the area are two-
combatants armed cap-a-pe, mounted on.horfes,. richly bafed and:
barbed, and tilting againft each other [x]; near them is a:herald,.

picking:

[t] The leaves of this artificial tree are faid to have been made of -green damafk,
the branches, boughs, and withered leaves, of cloth.of gold; and the flowers and ;
fruits of filver and Venice gold. In this.manner they undoubtedly were reprefented
by the painter ; but the foliage and branches, as alfo moft-of the fhields of arms, .
have been miferably defaced by the unfkilfulnefs of fome perfon formerly entrufted -
with the cleaning of the piéture, fo that little more than- their out-lines remain. .
Henry’s fhield, fufpended by a red ribbon, and fome few others, are however vifible. .

[«] Sandford’s Genealog. Hift.

[x] Larrey, in his Hiftory, tom: IL. p. 139. fays, that on the 11th day of the
interview the two Kings entered the lifts,. and-tilted- againft each-other : That each

of-
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picking up the pieces of a broken fpcar, to which, by the law of
arnss, he was entitled as his fee [y].

NEeaR to the lifts is another group of tents, but not fo nume-
rous as the former ; they being the tents in which the combatants
in the jufts and tournays harn:fled and prepared themfelves for the
conflict.

Tuesk lifts appear to be equidiftant from Guines and Ardres,
and are fo placed by the painter, in ftriét conformity to the award
made by Wolley in regard thereto [2]. As the upper part of tie
back ground of this picture, towards the left hand, gives a bird’s-
eye view of the town of Ardres, from whence the French caval-
cade is proceeding to the place of interview, fo the remainder is
employed in exhibiting a diftant view of the adjacent country.
Here again the painter hath given fre(h and cireumftantial proofs
of his corre&nefs and fidelity. The whole landfkip, independent
of its being enriched with a variety of tigures, farm houfes, mills,
cottages, woods, cattle, fheep, fowls, &c. all of them finithed as
highly as if they were the principals of the picce, exhibits, and,
in the moft corre® manner, diftinguifhes, the high from the low
lands, points out the real fituation, circumftances, and afpe, of
each plot of land, and defcribes the real furface of the country in-

of them broke feveral fpears, but without its being poflible to determine which of
them had the advantage. Our Hiftorians do not mention this circumftance; but
there is, at Lord Montague’s, at Cowdry, in Suffex, a fmall pi@ure, exquiiitely
well painted, in which Henry and Francis, each in compleat armour, wi h their
regal crowns on their helmets, and mounted on horfes, fully harnefled, are re-
prefented at the tilt with each other.

[#] Modii Pande@ae Triumphales. Segar’s Honor Civil and Military. Traité
de Chevalerie, La vrai Theatre d’Honn. et de Chev. &c.

[s]- - - - - Ordinamus et declaramus quod locus ubi di€us armorum
coagreflus fiat et ftrenuitatis experimentum capietur, deputabitur inter’Ardre et
Guines per commniffirios hincinde deputandos affignandos. Rymer’s Foedera,
vol. x1v,

' duded
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clkided in it in {o true a manner, that the whole painting may as
properly be ftyled a piGture(que map as an hiftorical piture. Of
this every man will be convinced, who is either acquainted with
that part of Picardy, or will be at the pains to compare the Wind-
for picture with the Chevalier de Beaurain’s before-mentioned Cho-
rographical Map of the Government of Calais, wherein that ex-
cellent geographer hath given the elevation, declination, form,
circumftances, and apparent {uperficies, of every piece of ground
within its limits, in a manner fo exa@ly correfpondent with the
painting, as plainly demonftrates our painter’s accuracy ; at the
fame time that it fhews, that little or no alteration hath been
made in the face of that part of the country fince the reign of
Henry VIII.

THE horizon in this pi&ure is fo remarkably high, that it can-
not efcape the notice 'of any, even the moft tranfient, infpe&or.
To this, in all likelihood, the painter was neceflarily compelled,
in order that he migbt the better introduce that great variety of
fubje@s of which it is compofed.

TuEe Marefchal de Florenge mentions a circumftance, whxch
if true, muft have been very extraordinary [4]. He fays, that on
the 27th day of June, the laft of the interview, whilft the two
monarchs were hearing mafs performed pontifically by the Car-
dinal of York, in a chapel ereted within the lifts, a rocket, in
form of an artificial dragon, four toifes in length, and feemingly
full of fire, was thrown up in the neighbourhood of Ardres,
and with a velocity equal to that of a man running on foot, in
an undulating courfe, at the height of two hundred yards, paifed
from thence over the' chapel, and fo on to Guines, where it
burft. The abfurdity of almoft every part of this ftory is how-
ever {o glaring, that little or no credit can be given to it. No

[«] Mor.umens de la Monarchie Francoife, tom. IV.
one
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one, who is acquainted with the pyrotecnic art, can fuppofe it
capable of continuing a piece of fire work through fo great a dif-
tance as that between Ardres and Guianes. The anly principle
upon which fire-works can be condu&ed in an borizontal direc-
tion, is that of a line rocket; and it would be ridicalous to 1ma-
gine, that a line, three -,leagueé in length, the dittance between
Ardres and Guines, could be either drawn tight enough for fuch ~
purpofe, or fupported at fo great a height. Further, were it grant- .
ed, that all this might be done, the quantity of gunpowder andg¢
other combuftible matter neceflary for driving on {o large a body
as this dragon is faid to have had, and to keep it burning during
the time of its progrefs, muft be of fo great a weight, as to break
down any condu&or upon which it could be placed. The total
filence, as to this fiery dragon, of all other writers, as well
Freneh as Englith, who give an account of the interview, is a
further argument, was any {uch neceffary, of the falfity -of the Mare-
fchal’s affertion.  The utmoft that can reafonably be fuppofed on
this head is, that fome large fire-work, in the form of a dragon,_
or falamander, was, on the 27th of June, played off near Ardres,
~ by order of Francis, either in compliment to King Henry, or to
announce to the public the folemn purpofe for which thefe mo-.
* narchs were then met. ,
1 suouLp not have taken notice of this paflage in Florenge’s
Memoirs, had there not been the figure of a dragon reprefented
towards the top of the piture now under cenfideration, as flying
in the air, and hovering over .the Englith cavalcade, as it is
paffing under the walls of Guines caftle, and which figure fome_
perfons may conceive was there introduced to note and perpetuate
the remembrance of the fire-work before-mentioned, and as an
evidence of its, having atually beeh exhibited. Had this really
been the cafe, the pofition of the dragon muft have been reverfed
from that which the painter hath glven toit. Its head would have
G - been
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been towards Gulnes, and its tiil towards Ardres, from whence
Florenge fays it came; whereas the dragon in our pitture is
reprefented with its head pointed towards Ardres, and feems ho-
vering, as if attendant upon Henry in his march from Guines to
the place of interview. It may be conjeured, with a much
greater air of probability, that the painter, defirous of thewing
every token of refpe& and honour to the Englith Monarch, here
introduced this dragon volant, in allufion to King Henry’s boafted
defcent from the Britith King Cadwallader, upon which defe¢ent
the family of Tudor always valued itfelf. Our more ancient Kings
had a like fondnefs for exhibiting the badge or figure of a dragon.
Heury 1II, in the 28th year of his reign, commanded Edward
Fitz-Odo to make a dragon, in manner of a ftandatd or enfign, of
red famit, to be embroidered with gold, and Ais toague to appear
as though continually moving, and his eyes of fapphite, or other
ftones, agreeable to him, to be placed in the Abbey Church of Weft.
minfter, 4gainft bis, the King’s, coming thither [4}. And in the
family pi@ure of King Henry V, which was the altar-piece of the
chapel in his palace of Shene, is 2 dragon flying in the air,

THE picture we have béen deferibing, which is five feet fix inches
high, by eleven feet three imches i width, hath generally beem afcris
bed to the pencil of Hans Holbein ; and in the lift of the King’s pic-
tures at Windfor, depofited-in the Lotd Chamberlain’s office, is faid
to have been painted by him. This hewever is certainly a miftake.
Holbein did ot arrive in England 641 hear ix years afier the time of
the interview, a period too late for him te be fuppofed engaged:
fa puinting this record of Henry's magnificence, for vhe Rnithing
of which petformance that thonatch ¢ould not Bt de exramely
anxious. Should ft be utged, that, Mthough Helwin did moc
vifit England till long after the katerview, y& thik he mighe

£6] Rot. Clauf. de codem anno. Bart’s Antig. of Wiftm. Abbey, vol. 1.'p. 2‘;
2 , have
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Rave been prefent at that folemnity, and there have painted, or at
leaft made fketches for painting this piece; it may juftly be an-
fwered, that the great number of excellent Englifh portraits intro-
duced into the picture, and the exaét and accurate reprefentation.
therein of every component part of its fubjefts, renders {uch a
fuppofition inadmiffable. Add thereto, that the ftyle, colouring,
and manner of painting, abfervable in the pitture, widely, it not
-totally, differ from thofe of Holbein.—Mr. Walpole, who barely
mentions this pi¢ture, fays, that it is commonly fuppofed to be
painted by Holbein, but is-beneath his excellence [¢].

In. the fame room with it, is an cxcellent pi&ure of Henry VIII,.
and his family, not taken notice of by Mr. Walpole, but evi-
dently painted by the fame hand, and.aforibed to Holbein, not
only in the Lord Chamberlain’s lift of the Windfor pi&ures, but
alfe in the catalogue of thofe of King Charles the Firft, printed
fome years fince by Bathoe. A careful.examination of thefe two-
pieces may perhaps fatisfy an obferver, that if Holbein had painted
them, they would not be derogations from his reputation. Henry
employed feveral pamters befides: Holbein. We are told, that-
Anthony Toto,. Jerome di Trevifi, Quintin Matfis, Johannes
Corvus, Gerard Like Horneband,, Bartholomew Penne, and
. others, were in. his fervice.. One of thefe, as Vertue obferves,.
might be the painter of this interview. The name of the painter
however, could it pefitively be afcertained, is quite immaterial, .
as the intrinfic. merit of the piece alone demands our. atten-
tion. ' )

IT may:not beimproper in this place to obferve, that-the head!
of King Henry VIII appears to have been cut out of  this piGure,.
and to bave been afterwards . reftored.. The cafe was this; after-

(<] Anccdotes of Painting in England, vol. I, p. s7.
G2 the.
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the death of King Charles I, a French agent expreffed his defire of
purchafingthis picture from the commiffioners appointed by the par-
liament for the fale of the then late King's goods. Philip, Earl
of Pembroke, who was a great admirer and 2 moft excellent judge
of painting, and confidered this valuable piture as an honourable
piece of futniture in an Englifh palace, came privately into the
royal apartmients, cut out that part of the picture where King
Henry’s head was painted, and, putting it into his pocket-book,
retired unnoticed. The French agent, finding the picture muti-
lated, and that in fo material a part, declined all further thoughts
of purchafing it. By this means it remained in the palace till
* Cromwell, becoming poflefled of the fole power, put a ftop to any
further difperfion of the royal colle®tion. After the Reftoration,
the then Earl of Pembroke delivered the mutilated piece to King
Charles I, who immediately ordered it to be reftored to its place.

By lodkmg at the piture fideway againft the light, the infertion
«f the piece is very vifible.

It would be unpardonable to clofe this differtation without duly
acknowledging the great civility and kind endeavours of the Count
deGuines, Ambaffador of France at this Court, on the occafion of
its being drawn op. The interview between King Henry “VIIi,
and Francis I, being confidered as a remarkable and interefting cir-
cumftance in the French Annals, as well as in thofe of England, it
was imagined, fome painting or {culpture thereof, exclufive of the
bafs-relievos at Rouen, might be preferved fomewhere in France; as
alfo that one er other of the libraries of that kingdom might con-
tain fome hithetto inedited defcription or account of that triumph ;
or a¢ leaft furnith materi¥ls .for the further elucidation of the
Windfor piture. With this view feveral queries were drawn
up, and put into the hands of the Count de Guines, with a re-
queft, that he would ‘communicate them to fome of his learned

sountrymen
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countrymen, and procure fuch anfwers thereto, as their refearches

might enable them to give. The Count in the moft obliging man-

ner undertook the tafk ; and the anfwers which he received to

thofe queries fully demonftrated the attention paid by that Noble-

man to the fulfilling his promife, as well as the diligence exerted

by feveral of his friends in compliance with his direftions : but at.
the fame time they gave the ftrongeft aflurance, that the Rouen

carvings were the: only monuments of the interview remaining ia
France ; and that no written memorials relative thereto, except fuch .
as have been printed, are to be found either in the public er private.
Librarics of that kingdom..
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