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PRETFACE

L E Title-pages of the follow-
1g Differsations do clearly e-
ough indicate their feveral
ibje&s: but the defign of
rriting, and the occalion of
ublithing each,require Ithou’d
ive fome neceflary informati-
n to the Reader, before he
egins to perufe them. After
>quainting my felf, in the

) .. beft manner I was able, with

the various origins and peculiar conflitutions of the Greec
and Roman Republics, not forgetting the Perfian and o-
ther Monarchies ; I judg’d my pains might be no lefs a-
greeably rewarded, if I fhou’d ufe the like means, to get
as clear a notion as poffible of the M osaic Zkeocracy,
or the Government of the Ifraelites. The curiofity thac’s
natural to man, which makes him fo ambitious of the
charaéter

Mararar: worrare adws,

vehemently urg’d me to pry not indiligently into fuch re-
_ Mmote antiquities: and my duty, as the Religion I profeft
was founded on the Mosaic Inftisution, infpir’d me with
flill greater ardor in my refearches. But as the polity of
the Jews cou’d not be learnt withour their hiftory, both
comain’d in the fame books, and in the fame thread of
harration .interwoven; fo, notwithftanding the almoft
impenetrable obfcurity with which thofe books are accus’d,
I continually made fuch difcoveries in them, relating to
matters ejther different from what was taught by my
guides, or that were DOA taught by aity at all, as prov’d
2 . ’ to
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to me no lefs intertaining than inftro&ive. A principal
head among others was, that feveral tranfactions gmera:?'
sunderflood to be miracalous, were in reality very satural;
whatever the {uperftitions apprehenfions of fome, and the
carelels reading of others, led them to conceive. _But
fuch things, once taken for granted, foon become univer-
fal preconceptions; and fo are “never after examin’d, or
with as univerfal oppofition to him, that prefumes on
thofe inguiries. The difcoveries I made of this fort
created in me a higher veneration for Mosts, than even
“was inftil’d by miy inftru&ors, and on bester grounds.
They did equally arm me againft fuch, as, not content
with their own grofs interpretations, fuperadd the mon-
- ftrous Tradisions of others: and alfo. againft thefe, who
reje@ the Pentatench as intirely fabulous, and who will
not allow either the wifdom or fanélity of the Mosaic
Laws. One of thofe difcoveries makes the fubje&t of
HODEG US, or the firft: Differzation ; -wherein there
arc fomne other points incidentally difcu{s’d, not unwor-
thy obfervation. Wherfore my defign in this publication,
is to make Mosks better underftood, and confequently
more eafily believ’d: which is as well to defend him a-
gainft thofe,who upreafonably believe himnotat all , as alfo
- againft thofe, who by their abfurd belief render him incre-
dible: The ftile of the 0ld Teftamess is extremely hyper-
~bolical, even in the books that are written. in profe ; but
- in the poetical books wonderfully magnificent, and this
fomtimes in the defcription of the moft ordinary eveats.
Thus a ftorm (for example) is often reprefented in fuch
pompous terms, as if the whole frame of nature had been
- convuls'd, and the Univerfe on the point of diffolution.
Every thing great, or_beautiful, or excellentin its kind,
is attributed to GOD, or denominated from him: asa
Gen. 23.  mighty Prince is call'd 2 Prince of GOD as ABRAHAM,
6'6 1 Sam.. 3 profound fleep 4 fleep from the LORD, a numerous
:Cb'rf)n " army the army of GOD, extreme fear the fear of the
Vs aanr L O RD, high mountains zbe mountains of GO D, a great
4 Chron. Tiver the river of GOD as Jordan, tall cedars zhe cedars,
14 14. - of GUD, a very largecity the great city of GO D as Ni-
Pfil. 35. 6, Riveh, with many more fuch examples, which might be
Phl. 65.9. produc’d at pleafure. Every thing therfore that’s hyperbo-
PGl go. lieal is not firait to be counted fupernatural, nor what’s
To. Jon. onely magnificent to be admir’d as miraculous: befides
2. 3. that ‘whatever can be explai’d by ordinary means, any
thing whofe phenomena are eafily folv’d, and wherof tlt:e
- like
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like has often happen’d elfwhere, will by no man, who’s
not firongly prepoflefs’d with the errors of his education,
be counted a miracle. Several years are paft fince I wrote
this Differzation. 1 fent the plan of it to a learned gen-
tleman now alive, who fhow’d it to fome good judges,
and had their approbation. Since that time I have feen a
Difcourfe on this Subjet written by HERMAN vON DER

HaRrbpr, profeflor of the Oriental languages at Helmflade, -

a man no lefs perfpicacious and candid,than judicious and

learned, tho for all thefe good qualities not infallible.

His notion' 1 is, that there was a facred Fire kept unex-
tinguif’d ow an altar in ADAM’s time, preferv'd b

NoAwn, and fucceffively propagated by all the Patriarch’s
down to M OSES; who order’d it 10 be carry'd by AARON
before the army of the lfraelites, as a [ymbol of the D 1-
VINE prefence and favor. This account he endeavors
in other 2 pieces to defend againft diverfe perfons, who
fent their obje@ions to him in Letters : butin the X XIVth
fe&tion of my Differzation, 1 prove it to be not only pre-
carious, but in every refpet falfe and groundlefs ; tho
my arguments were pointed againft one, who wrote to
the fame effe& long before Mr. VoN DER HARDT, of
whofe work I had then no notice. In other refpeéls I
gratefully acknowledge to have profited by his labors,
and am confident he’ll not think the worfe of me, for
differing from him in this or any other particular. I have
lately feen a book againft him by one 3 MUNDENIUS,
whom I have likewife anfwer’d without naming him, by
confuting the common notions which he defends. He
wou’d have fucceded better, had he made a right ufe of
what + Lipsius, s BUXTORF, 6§ SCHURTZFLEISCH
exprefly, and others occafionally, as 7 BRissoN1us,
$ SPENCER, and the Annotatorson fome of the Claffic

t HERMANNI vON DER MaRDT &c. Ephemerides Philo'ogicae,
Helmftadfi 1903: Difcurfus VI, ubi videnda voluminis pagina
nonogefima, difcursiis verd quinta,

2 In eodem Volumire, pig. 206—266.

3 M. CHrisTiaN1 MUNDENIT deColumna Nubiset Igni&
Commentatio.

4 Justt Lipsir Syntagmade Vefta et Veftalibus.

5 Hiftoria Ignis Sacri. . » .

6 ConraDI SaAMUELIs ScHURTZFLEIsch differtatiq
de culra Tgnis apud omnes gentes nationelque recepto. '

7 De Regno Perfico. o

& De Legibus ritualibus Hebrzeorum,

- S A3 : authors
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authors; have written concerning the facred Fires of the
ancients: for many, who fail in proving their main pro-
pofition, become ufeful or agreeable in their fubfidiary
literature. 'What I have advanc’d concerning the A N-
GEL mention’d in the 23d chapter of Exodxs, I do not
expeét hou’d meet with due reception, till the work ap-
pears to which the explication of it properly belongs. But
I am not fo diffident about my notien of zhe Angel of
God in the 19th and 20th verfes of the 14th chapter of the
fame book ; nor of ny difquifition concerring RAGUEL,
JETHRO, and HoBA B, who are ftrangely confounded
by moft writers: and I hope my account of the origin of
the Kenites, from HoBaB’s being rewarded according
to the promife ,of M osEs, for guiding the Ifraelites in
the wildernefs, where he was the Fire-bearer or Guide-
general of the Camp, will give fatisfaion to all impartial
lovers of truth. As for others, 1 matter not what they
think or fay. If any fhou’d contcft the circumftance of
the ArK’s being carry’d on men’s fhoulders,becaufe in fome
hiftorical cuts of the Bible tis reprefented carry’d like our
Chairs, he may for all me injoy his opinion: but as the
Ark was to be vifible, and its prefence no fmall fign of
Incouragement to the Army, I rather think it was carry’d
the other way. Its rings and ftaves wou’d ferve both
ways: but the nature of the thing, the folemn form of
Rife up, LO R D, let thine enemies be fcatter’d, and let
them that bate thee, flec before thee, whenever the Ark
was to fet forward, with many other paffages to the fame
purpofe, may I fancy determine the matter my way, This
Di(fertation, to conclude what I have to fay of it here, is
mention’d in a note upon zhe Poyage of JAQUES MaASSE';
written by a Gentleman of great wit and judgement, to
fome of whofe friends.I how’d my Manufcript at the
Hague in the year 1708. His words are thefein the 168th
page. MWe s bave heard [peak of a learned man from

o ' Exgland,

-

9 On a oui parler d’'un favant Anglois qui a fait une differtation
depuis peu, ol il entreprend de prouver, qu'il n’y a eu rien de mi-
racvlevy. ni meme d’extraordinaire dans cette colonne de feu qui
conduifvir les Uraélites dans le defert; et -de faire voir par‘Ls
meilleurs auteurs anciens et modernes, que ¢’a été toujours la
coutbme dans ces fortes de deferts, de fe fervir de feu pour diriger
Ja marche des armézs ou des mulritudes, en le faifant porter de-

voir




P REF A4CE

England, who not long fince bas compos’d a Differtation,
wherin be wndersakes 0 prove, that there was nothing mi-
racslous, mor evem extraordimary, in that Pillar of fire
which led the Ifraelites thro the wildernefs; and to foow, by
the beft authors amtient and modern, that it has been at all
zimes the cuftom in thofe [orts of defarts, to make nfe of
Fire in directing the march of Armies or Caravans, by cau-
JSing it to be carry’d before them by Guides, in fuch fort that
the whole mulsitude might [ee the Smoke of sz by day, and .
the Flame of iz during the might. He pretends that the
perfon, who bad the :fre&ion of this Fire, and who ferv'd
for a Guide zo the Ifraclites, was no other than HoBAB
the father in law [1 {aid the brother in law] of MOSES;
whbich be emdeavors to prove by the 39th and 30th verfes
of the tenth chapter of Numbers, and by feveral other paf-
Jages of the boly Scripture. Now the reafon, why I I{;ve
not accordingly intitul’d it HO B A B, may be feen in the
&KX VIIth Section, to which I referr the Reader.

II. HAVING been fo particular in relating the occa-
fion of writing HODEGUS, I fhall be the more brief
in acconnting for the occafions of publithing CLIDO-
PHORUS and HYPAT 1A. The ficft of thefe wou’d -
be either needlefs or more complete, had we but thebook,
which is faid by EunariuUs to have been written by

"PORPHYRY: who commending ([ays :° he) zhe medicine
of per[picuity, and tafting it by expersence, wrote ATREA-.
TISE CONCERNING THE SECRET DOCTRINES
OF THE PHILOSOPHERS, which they snvolv’d sm vb .

Jearivy, as in the Fables of the P OE T S, bnt which he bronght
2o light. What made the Philofophers (6 cautious, and
be at fo great pains (for tis a much eafier task to write of
things plainly and dire@ly, than in a perplext circpit of

£t AN . N
voir la fumée pendant le jour, et la flime pendant la nuit. 1
pretend que celui, qui a eu la dire@ion de ce few, =t qui a fervi .
de Guide aux Ifraclites, n’etoit autre chofe que Hobab, le beau-
pere de Moife; ce qu'il tache de prouver par les verfets 29 et 3o-.
du chapitre x des nombres, et par plufieurs autres paflages de VE-.
criture fainte. A Bowrdeaux 1710, :
10 Tay &% otrogepay 7a amopprla xarvrioor acaged,
xadamep Tow TomTwy Torg pudesss & Tlopover@-, 70 per oap-
POy THS Gapnvelas erauveaass kax da wetons yevoaus G-,
vrouvnpa yeglas, es gws myayev. In Porphyr. pag. 18.

odit. 1610, . , L
A1 ) 7 Words

8
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words under the veil of allegory er fable) I have in the
Differtazion it felf amply declar’d. In effe& the Poets were
not exemt from the fame danger, that commonly atiend- -
ed the Philofophers : for tis a grand miftake to fuppofe,
that the former did always write in-a figurative firain
oot of pure choice, and becayfe it was as amusing or al-
luring as their numbers. No, no: thofe Poets and Phi-
lofophers who wou'd rather obtain the people’s favor, .
than run any rifque in undeceiving or inftruéking them
(for T except the moft generaus fpirited) muft no lefs than
thofe venal Orators and Hiftorians, whe court the ap-
plaufk of the many, approve their favarite fentiments, as
well as tickle their ears and fancies. Liften to a Man
perfe&ly acquainted with this matter. Mhoewver writes
any thing for the {egp/e (fays »* SYNESIUS, Who was
both Poet and Phitofopher) er gddreffes bis fpeech to them,
wuft neceffarsly appear popular in bis dof¥rine, and invews
or difconrfe what gmtiﬁfs them: for they bewmg unlearned,
are therefore pertinactons and intractable defenders of their
Jenfelefs prejudices; fo that if any declines from bis countxy
rives, e myft firait drink the fuice of hemlock. What thimk
you muft HOMER bave [uffer'd from the Grecians, if be
bad relitedthe naked truth concerming JUPITER? andnat
vended thofe monfirous fickions, which terrify childres. All
filly folks are children, no lefs at other times than in thay
of HoMER; a fecret well known to EMPEDQCLES, .
with fome other poetical Philofophers. And | muft needs -
own that when Fobfcrve learned mew, or fuch as are
prefum’d to be fo from their profeflions, laboring by alk
oblique arts to render others no lefs learned, and it may.
be much more deferving on all aecounts, obnoxious to
the folly or madnefs of the vulgar, I cannot help being
equally fill'd with contemt and abhorrence: but above al}'.
when they are Clergymen (the profelt preachers of cha-
rity, fair-dealing, and moderation) that are guilty of fuch’

1. “Osis & ovy Suw ygoge weu Myo Aeyes Tovlov avay-
xn Snpov evar TH J\ogw WaraToy apiaaoiloy ale aad]rn xas
Srareynlas s was yap apaes oflees 1oy vesyvaporis €as nde.
Xarswor wogsolar Tav dlorer meorsleor s o ay Tis TAY Tet-
Tewwy wRogVIXN, Tayy Tig]ar 70 gexcoy. Ti av ouy fonxg-
Ouwstegy vwo 7av ‘EAAmey mader, av]e Tarndn weex Tou
AGr-emor]a? Kar pndsr Tot0v]o TeraTwaamsvor, & Ta Tai
d'assa xolamrlerai 2 In Encom. Calvit. Edit. Par. pag. 72.

unmanly,

N\
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unmanly, nsy profligate devifes. Not to look abroad far
the methods. of undermining and denigsation, exercis’d by
the feveral religious Orders of the Roman Church again(t -
each other ; nor minutely to rehearfe the atrocious calem- -
nies of the Conflizazionifts againft the AuziconfPsrasiomyts
in France, the poverty and plague now reigning there, -
being-imputed by the former 10 the latter : what fhameful
examples, I fay, of fuch foul pralices cou’d | produce -
_here 3t home? what tale-bearing, what infruations, what
pamping, what wrefting, what ftraining of words ot a&li- .
ons, both ameng Church-men-and Diffenters, on the ac- »
count or pretenft of Religion? The examples are too fla-
grant, the fubye@s 100notarions, for me to defcend to -
particulars, whether I wou’d avoid envy or decline par-:
tiality. But what by the mifreprefentations snd invectives
of enemies, or the angry frowns and defertion of friends;
what by the fufpenfions, deprivations, and expulfions of
thofe, who are fuperior either in fosce or asthority (no¢
to mention incapacities and fufferings of diverfe other .
kinds) men are become fufpicious of each other,referv’d in
opening their minds about moft things, ambiguous in their
expreflions, {upple in their condu& ;. wherby not onely
all mutual confidence, but likewife all laudabie imptove-
mept, age in danger of being totally extirpated. To what -
fneaking equivocations, to what wretched fhifts and fub- -
terfuges, are men of excebleny endowments fore’d 10 have
recourfe thro Human frailty, mesely 10 efcape difgrace or
ftarving ? and this very frequently on the fcore of Meta-
phyfical abftraftions, o chimeras thae newer had any ex-
ifteace out of the hollow noddles of waking dreamers.
The confiderasiom of thefe things, fufficiently exprefs’d
in the woak it felf, induc’d me to paplith CLIDO-
PHORUS: that they of aur modern times may, in the
hiftory-of former sges, behold their own pickutes drawn
to the life’; and learn the caufes as welk a8 the cure-of -
theic diftempen, yet without expe&ing thanks er reward
for the Phyfician. But exceffes of a navure beyond shofe
I have hisherto related, as endeamorsto moby if no even
ta worry men of learning and virtus, oa agcunt of their
difflent from. others in fpeculative opinions, made me .
write zbe life f HYPATIA. I was mov'd to under-
take this work in a particular manner, by the unlawful.
and uynchriftian ufage, that Mr. W 1S T ON rizceiv’d from

Dr.SACHEVERELL, who wou'd ngeds farcibly thlrl\.rg
. : L 1o 0
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him out of the Church in the mid@t of ' divine Service;
tho the one fail’d of his attemt, and the other came off
with no more harm, than being call’d Kogse by the pious
old women, faid to Jook like one by the fage Alms-men,
and hooted (as I heard) by fomeboys inftead of learning their
Catechifm. But Mr. WHisTON may (next to God’s provi-
dence) thank the good nature of the Englifh people for his
prefervation : for in fome other parts of the world he had,
upon much fewer threats and remonflrances from two
Priefls, not to fpeak of the pulling and haling of their
officer, been torn to pieces for all his gown and his inno-
cence. For the reft, there never was a ftory better at-
tefted than that of Hy paT1A, whether you confider the

“authority of her contemporaries SYNESIUS, SocRA-

TES, PHILOSTORGI1US, and DAMAScius; which
1aft, if .not her fchoolfellow, was.certainly her father’s -
fchollar : or whether you confider the fubfequent ac-
counts of PHoT1Us, Suipas, HEsycHIus, Nj-
CEPHORUS Calliftus, N1ICEPHOR US Gregoras, and o-
thers ; between whom there’s fcarce any variation, and not
the leaft appearance of contradi&ion, either as to her ini-
mitable chara&er or her unpatallel’d murder. Itroble not
the Reader with what modern authors occafionally write
1o her advantage or difcredit, fince they can form no
judgmentbut by the authorities | have us’d; and that every
one therfore may do as much for himfelf, without being
byafs’d by the prepofleflions or interefted views of others.

-HII. MANGONEUTES, or the fourth Differsa-
sion, I wrote in defenfe of another Treatife of mine, in-
titu’ld NAZARENUS. For what defign I com-
pil'd this laft, and what right I had to.do it, is fo fully fet
forth in the beginning of the firft, that I need fay but lit-
tle of it here.  The fame apology holds good, as to my
addrefling MANGONEUTES to the Lord Bithop of
Liondon : who, I havereafon to hope, will be as ready to
procure me juftice of thofe fubjected to his government ;as
aGentleman wou’d be fureto fhow his difpleafure againft
a fervant, that fhou’d affront any man, for which he muft
be otherwife accountable himfelf. One of my Adverfa-

12. See Mr. WHisTON’s account of this affairin the Political

rics
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ries has dedicated his book to his Lordfhip, another (not
to infift here on the reft) is his domeftic Chaplain; and
confequently his fervant, for all Mr. CoLLIER wou’d
make him the mafter, at leaft of a Layman. Both of ’em
have not onely wilfullbmifrcprefemed,' but direétly be-
ly’d me ; particularly Dr. MANGEY, who not only in
diverfe inftances makes me fay things of which I never
thought, but many things exprefly contrary to what I have
written, which muft caufe no fmall amazement to equi-
table readers ; for as to others, who neither thow them-
felves men if they will not hear both fides, nor Chriftians
if they receive an accufation afainﬁ any man without
weighing his defenfe; for fuch, I fay, I negle& their cen-
fure, as much as all others ought to defpife them. ' That
pragmatical pertnefs, which is the individual concomitant
of fuperficial reading; that nibling atincidents, where fo-
lid argument wou'd break the teeth of f{matterers ; that
railing which fupplies the want of reafon, and that malice

which betrays the narrownefs of Party, I leave to be col- -
le&ed from the examples I have mark’d: tho I have pur- .-~ -
_pofely overlook’d many more, being too mean for others -

or myown confideration ; and a generous adverfary wou'd -

“

think ’em unworthy his notice, were they all reall mi-

ftakes. Nor wou’d I troble the world with any kind of "

anfwer (having a mobler occupation for my thoughts and
time) but as thereby a handle was given me, to add fur-
ther proof and illufiration to the fubjeéts wherof I had
been treating: for, as I hinted juft now, I neither dread-
ed the judgement of fuch as wou’d read both fides; nor
valu’d the apinion of fuchas might applaud my anfwerers;
without ever feeing my book. ButDr.MANGEY, over

and above his eternal chicanery and fcolding, has mani- -

fefted fuch thamefulignorance in profane and facred hi-
ftory ; as was fit his Patron, for his own reputation,
fhou’d know, who might beimpos’d upon by his aflarning
and confident air. This will appear, in the firft place,
by what I have reply’d to' his pofitive affertion; zbaz I
Sallely faid it was the conftant and general belief of the

ahometans, that the Pentateuch, the Pfalms, zhe Gofpel,
and the Alcoran, comflituted the foundation of their religi-
on, and that fome of *em therfore call’d it the RELIGION
OF THE FOUR BooOKs. The paflages which I have
here added to thofein NAZARENUS, for proof of
thefe falts, may probably be acceptable- to the curious ;
as } know my apology for RELAND and others, about

o 4 favoring

-
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&voﬁl}g Mahometanifm, will be fo to the candid. But,
in the fecond place, I know feveral Churches, where Or-
ders wou'd be refus’d to any candidate for the Miniftry,
upon appearingno better acquaiated with the origin of the
word Nazaren, than the Do&or, without laying any ftrefs
on his vifions touching the hiftory of the Nazarens. It
is in effe& to be fo farr ignorant of the hiftory of JEsus
of Nazaresh, which, ome wou’d think, is no recommen-
dable quality in a preacher of his Gofpel. After not know-
ing, or not taking notice, that it was prophefy’d of Jesus
be fbesi’d be call’d ¢ Nazarew, he quibbles with me about
ftiling my book NAZ AR E N U S: wheras he pro-
nemnces ex cathedra,that Nazaraeus is the proper word;
and that Nazarew, in the writings where it occurrs, is re-
ther owing to she megligence of tramferibers, tham the judge-
ment of the antbor. 1 have on the contrary prov’d that
Nazares and Nazareaw are originally and indifferently
us’d for the felf-fame thing; whether the words relate to
JEsus himfelf, or to thofe denominated from him. Ne-
Mat.2. 23. zerean isbut once in MA T THEW,and Nazaren is three
Mar. 1. 24. times in M AR K, as well as ooce ia LUKE. Nazaereas
& 14. 67. appears often elfwhere in the New 7effamem, accord-
& 16. 6. 'ing to the analogy of the Hebrew word 3 Nozeri, as
Luc.4. 34- Nazaren is according to the Greec and Latin forma-
tions. In our Englifh tranflation we rightly exprefs
both the words by the phrafe JESUS of Nazaresh, ac-
Mat, 2. 23. cording to the reafon given by MATTHEW, that be
: foen’d be call’d & Nazerem ot Nazarean (it matters
not which) from his dwelliag in the City of Nazareth ;
and therfore where one writer fays, JESUSs zbe Nazaren
or the Nazarean, the fame or another fays in other pa-
Mat.21.11. rallel places JESUS from Nazareth, than which thete
John1.46. needs not a ciearerdemonttration. The Do&or will per-
Alls 10.  haps fay, that his diftinétion regards. the writings of the
38. Fatbers, to which I anfwer that the thing is the fame, the
1\? 279  promifcuous ufe of the words the fame, in them as in
70‘:(:;57-‘ the New Teffament; even ofter Nazarem or Nazarean
Nala o7, had chang’d its original idea, and become odious alfo to
P€7* the Gentiles. JER oM in his Tranflation of the N. T,
ufes Nazarean but once, and Naszaren cighteen times.
The indifferent ufe of the words was warranted by
the Apoftolical writings, of which I am forry any

- 13 More properly Notzevi, as may be fers in the 15th Note on
MaRcONEUTES, pag, 363, - :
. Doé&or
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Do&or of Divinity thou’d be ignorant. He has far-
- ther recourfe (as will be feen in MANGONEUTES) -
“to a falfe or unfcriptural derivation of the word, adopted
by, fofme moderns from the quaint conceits of certain ve-
nerable Fatbers; and to fopport this criticifm he quotes
-three or four writers, who vifibly mean the 0/d Tefla-
menz Nazarites or more properly Nazirites, whom in
the fame places they diftinguith from the Chriftisa Naezs-
rens or Nazareans. Thaus in the forg’d Leteer of the no
lefs forg’d LENTULUS, a prefident of Judea (forfooth)
JEsus is reprefented 14 like a Nazérize, which I {how
he never was: and that confequently the Do&or’s deriva-
tion of Nazaerean from the s root of that word,
and the allufions of others to it, are not merely precari-
ous, bat abfolutely falfe. 'Hafte will not permit me to
make the remarks, that fo naturally offer themfelves, on
fome of his authors ; among whom Ricorpus (or
RicuARrD, if this name pleafes better) is by the juftly
-admir’d Dean of 16 Norwich, as well as by him, call’d
Judscions : by which I fuppofe the Dean meant lefs injudi-
cious than fach others, whofe books are ftuft with more
fables and falfities, wherof neverthelefs RicoLpus
has a competent fhare. One of his judicious arguments
“t0 prove the Alcoran not to be divine, is its being writ-
ten in ¥7 verfe; and then he denies that ever GprkD
. . ‘ oke

14 Pili capitis ejus vinei coloris ufgque ad fundamentum au-
-rium, fine radiatione et ere@i, et a fundamento aurium ufque ad
humeros contorti ac lucidi, et ab humeris deerfum pendentes,
bifido vertice difpofiti in morem Nazaracorum.
15 He muft mean ) Nazar to feparase, tho be bas not expreft it, Sepayavit.

whasce V1 & Nazirite or fparaved porfon ; wheras the root of Naza-
rth, and confequently of Nazaren, is 13 to ward or preferve; from Cuffodivit.

whence Nazaveth, &y reafin of its firong fisuation on abill,

16 In the catalogue of Amthors [ubjoin'd 10 bis Lifc of MAHOMET
and Letter to the Deifts.

17 Neque ftilum neque modum habet [ dlcoranum] Legi divi-
nae (imilem, aut convenientem; eft enim ftilo rythmicum,. et af-
{entatione plenum——Videmus enim in divina fcriptura Deum lo-
‘queatem cum Mo ¥sE et cam aliis prophetis, et nunquam ryth-
mis vel verfibus loquentem. Moy sis autem Legem et Evan- |

‘gelium dicit ManoMETEs a Deo effe, et Deum illos libros
Moysr et CunisTo dedifle: fed hi nea funt metrici vel ryth-

mici, et nullus aliorum prophetarum qui divieam vocem
, veruni, -
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fpoke in this manner-to any of the Prophets, or that any
of the books of thefe are in verfe, which ftile even Phi-
lofophers, according to him, fcorn to-ufe: not confider-
ing the numerous examples to the contrary in the O/
7§]iameme, wherof feveral confiderable books, befides

intire fongs and fragments in fome of the reft, are unde-

_niably in verfe; without dwelling upon EMPEDOCLES,
~and a great many other poetical Philofophers. Ricor-

puUs likewife denies that MAHOMET cou'd be a Pro-

" phet for all the world, of which he gives this judicious

reafon (to produce no more of his choice obfervations)
that he wroteanely in '8 Arabic; forgetting or not know-
ing, that the New Teffament was written onely in Greee.
I repeat on this occafion what I faid in the Preface to
NAZARENUS, that I take care in gemeral, not to
overburthen my reader with citations of any fort ;/comsent-
sng-my [elf to prove or illufirate my allegasions, gym more
authorities than are neceffary: tho I often abound with o-
thers, which I judge needlefs, or referve againft anfwerers.
This the event has fufficiently prov’d, and notwithftand-
ing my fecond difcharge, I have flill no fcanty provifion,
with refpe& to all the fubjets I have handl’d. Do&or
MANGEY may go on to call them gleanings, and others

- by their thread-bare phrafe of borrow’d learning, 1 readily

confefs the charge : for I have glean’d and borrow’d them
in three Univerfities wherof 1have been a&ually 2 mem-
ber, and in two others, where I have fojourn’d a confi-
derable time for this very purpofe, after the manner of the
antient Philofophers ; not to infift on thofe I have curfo-
rily vifited, nor all the pains I have taken out of them.
I publifh not thefe things out of vain glory, as every one

_may fee; but in my own neceflary vindication againft the

unfair or malicious fuggeftions of half-witted or half-
Jearn’d Prieftlings, who judge of others%y themfelves,
the very worft rule that any can follow. Tis to the mo-
derate, ferious, and learned Divines, that I make my ap-
eal; and not to fuch, who, tho they woud feem to
now every thing, do in reality know very little. And

s

verunt, dicit Deum rythmicé locutum ; quod et fapientes, et philo-
fophi homines, dedignantur. Confutatio Legis Saracenicae, cap. 4.
18 Dicit [MAHoMETESs] fe prophetam cffc univerfalem;
fed tamen Aicoranum Arabicis literis a Deo datum effc, neque ul-
lam aliam linguam {¢ {cire practer Arabicam. I6id. cap. 6.
Lo ) C how
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how fhou’d they ? when they feldom or never ftudy any
thing, but fpend the fmalltime that is left ’em from hunt-

ing after beneficcs, and paying a fervil court.to fuch as.

can difpofe of them, in reading or talking pelitics, in
vifiting or caballing, in learning the arts of drefs or the

language of the theatre, and in fupplying the want of all °

theological accomplithments with atheological zeal.
Neverthelefs, their pretence of defending the CHURCH,
when no body attacks it, is commonly but an artificial

on (if I may fpeak fo) politically counterfeited to
impofe on the vulgar, to gratify turbulent Statefmen and
Clergymen, or to {erve for a cover to their own envious
and detra&ing humor.

IV. Mt WOTTON, tis true, no more than fome
others I may chance to mention, is not dire&ly corcern’d
in the anfwers that were made to NAZARENUS;
but the 19 piece he formerly wrote againft me not re--
quiring any reply in my own opinien, or in that of bet-
ter judges, the few paflages I have inftanc’d out of it
now, are onely intended as pertinent examples of what I
was fhowing where I quoted them : namely, zhat fome
perfons will not allow any man 1o be commended om an
Jeore, who difagrees with them in certain particulars ; thas
whom they oppofe -in any ome thing, they think themfelves
"obli{d to oppofe im all other things; and that there is
-mothing, bowever improbable or falfe, they will not fay
without fhame or remorfe, in order zo leffen or blacken
their adverfary. Thus they are at pains to make them-
felves ridiculous, and to open a large field of triumph

to their Antagonifts. In taking notice of what Dr. -

BRETT (aperfon of diftinguifh’d parts and great fedate-
nefs) has offer’d againt NAZARENTUS, in the pre-
face to his treatife of Tradition meceffary to explain and
smterpret the boly Scriptures, my intention was, befides
my own apology, to defend the firft and beft Proteftants,
againft certain half-profeft or whole-difguis’d Papifts, who
are for reftoring Priefthood, Sacrifice, and Altars, juftly
thrown out of the Church at the Reformation ; together

with the fuperlative notions of Spiritual Minifters, Qil,.

Chrifm, a mixture of Water in the Sacramental cup,

19 A Letter to EUSEBIA in anfwer to the LETTERS TO

SEREN A, printed for Mr.Goopwin_ at the Queen's bead, over
againft S¢, DuNs T AN’s Church in Fleetfireet.
v ‘ Prayers
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Prayersand Oblations for the Dead,private Confeflion and
authoritative Abfolution, gorgeous Buffets and othervain
decurations, frequent Bowings and Croflings, Cuts and
pi€ures in pray’r books, efpecially in the public Offices
often reprefenting legendary fables. Nor con’d I forget
their invalidating Chriltian ordinances, adminifter’d by
perfons not Epifcopally ordain’d; their unchurching thus,
and confequently unchriftianing, the greater part of Pro-
teftants to gratify Papifts. To thefe might be added, their
rebellioufly incroaching on the power of the Mugiftrate,
by their pretended Independency of the Church on the
State : aud finally, their impioufly fetting themfelves up
inftead of GOD, by claiming whatever was dedicated
to his fervice tho ever fo unwarrantably or idolatroufly;
B s the reftoration of the Churclilands (l{)r example) in the
times of Popery, which right was modeftly picaded by
fumne of their predeceflors, who never wanced a pretext
for accumulating,to feizeon the indowments for fupport-
ing the Heathert Temples and fupplying the facritices of
Demons.  Too little has been faid about thefe matters
by fome learned perfons in high ftations, of whom. bet-
ter thiugs were expected ; and the‘y ought not to take it
amifs if they are fufpedted of the fame defigns, till they
a& with more honefty and openuefs in this affair, er a
leatt till they thow a better countenance to thofe of their
order that do fo :for this Free and Proteftant ftate will not
fuffer it felf to be inflav’d, cither by ambitious fedecers
or fuperftitious fophifters, under any pretence whatfoe-
ver.  Our Governors are too clear fighted, to be cheated
out of their fenfes, out of their power and intereft, by
Euglith any more than by Italian Popery. My stcount
of the LITURGY, publifh’d by fome of the new ft-
paratifts, is moftly in the very words of the fame, and
no where differing from li‘ts fent'e.mfm Dr. BRETT, by ‘:

very fingular paradox, makes m ring peaple #o 2
Lavyv aﬂgintn the T eltimony, 2o tybe New Teftament and
20 that alone for docbrine and difciplmwe, to be a plot for
undermining and blowing up Chriftianity. So I remem~
‘ber father PAuL (in one of his Letters) tells us, that the
Letter 25. P OPE, complaining of Fra FULGENTIO, {aid, sbes
preaching of 1he Scriptures is a [ufpicivus thing; and tha
be, who keeps clafe 1o the Scriptures, will ruin tbe Catho-
. dic fasth.  In the very next Letter, the P.oPE’s more ex-
Letter 26. plicite words of him were, zhas indeed be made Jome good
Sermons,
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Sermons; buz bad omes withal; and thar he infifed rod
snuch upom Scripture ; which is a -book, faid the pre-
tended head of Chriftians, zo whsch if amy keeps clofe,
ke will quite ruin the Catholic Faith. And or certain he
‘will, I mean the faith fo deem’d by the Church 6f Rome,
and likewife all thofe firie things I have obferv’d in the
late-toin’d Englith Litargy ; fot which there is hot any
color of warrant in the New Zeflament, whitever may
be in the old Farbers. For this reafon of a‘dvancing(;t any
thing as a part of Chriftianity, tor befides or againit thé
authority of ‘the books of the New Teffament, 1 have
always declar’d (I §o not about to deny it) a foverain
contemt for moft of the Fathers; as well as for other ve-
Ty fMaterial caufes, regarding their Integrity, their know-
dege, and certain other difqualifying qualifications. Not
above three of the Greec Fazhers of the four firft centu~
ries (If I may ftri¢tly allow fo mdny) knew any thing
of the original Hebrew ; and the Latin Fathers, no
‘greater number excepted, underftood 4s little either of
that or ‘the original Greec. 'Yet, in fpite of commorn
fenfe, thele muft be the beft interpreters Of Scripzure; ag
the Councils made up-of fuch, mutt be the fitteft men tc
‘make unalterable decifions and ‘Canons, with dire ana-
‘#zhemas againft all Diffenters, tho mafters in Jerufalem
-and Athens. Thofe Fathers fucceded accordingly. For;
by founds, allufions, fimiles, accommodations, and fuch
other precatious methods (as fuppofing the point in que-
ftion, or arguing from erroneous conceflions) ‘without
~ -ever attending to the fcope of the place, or the true im-
port of the words of Scripture, they made any thing out
of every thing, and every thing out of any thing. So
Fanciful people fee what forms they pleafe in the Clouds,
and learn wife leffons out of the thelodious found of
_bells. This may do tolerably well ftill, in a preachment
to daylaborers and old women; but will run fome risk of
examination, and be apt to occafion a little mirth, if us’d
in books of Gontroverfy, or in a Sermon before aléarned
auditory, except they be all in black cloaths. Tis mere
illufion, errant fophiftry to fay (as we’ll fhow in its due
place) that the Fazhers having liv’d nearer than we to
the times of the Apoftles, they-are therfore better inter-
‘preters of Scripture. To what degree their authority
reaches, is not agreed by their advocates. They are at
leaft the beft explainers of difciplineand worthip, accordirtrg
a . (]
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of ’em exceded the Learning of their predeceffors. This
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to the reverend and learned Dr. HARE; wha 20 offirms
that tho the Scripiure be a perfel rule of faith, he maf
never have look’d into is, whe's capable of thinking it g pers
fel rule of worfbip, I mean (fays he) as io extermal wor+
Joip and difcipline : bus be shat will sake she voritings of
the primitsve Charch (adds the fame) a4s 2 A Sup-
PLEMENT TO THE SCRIPTURES f# rhife gcimz'
canyot be at a lofs to knwow what are the powers of Church
Goversors, or what the obedience due to thews. IeNATIUS
alone may do well enough for this laft darling particulars
Dr. M ANGEY, after thofe he admires, thinkszbe doZrine
of the Charch the befl, commens npon Stripigre, even as
to points of faith: and Dr. BRETT does every
where make the primitive Fazhers not onely the beft in-
terpreters both of Faith and Difcipline ; butsalfo neceffa-
ry guides, without whofe writings and - traditions the
New Tefiamens it felf wou'd be quite uninteHigible: Not-
withftanding thefe authorities, or thofe of much antienter
and more fonorous names, I ftill retain the fame diflike
and diftegard for the Fathers; for which I fhall foon give
feafon fufficient, fa& abundant, in the Treatife of Tradis
tiog which I mention in the 209th page of MAN GO~
NEUTES. [dare be pritty confident; I am not the
man Dr. HARE had principally in his eye; when, ‘occa-
fionally mentioning the antient writers of the élm’rch,
he fays that zhofe comtensm who never read shem, and ther-
Jore exprefs fo much comtemt o excmfe thesr -igmoramee.
Yet I can with great trath affirm, that, having been de-
ftin’d to the ftudy of Theology (which I diligently pro-
fecuted, till I arriv’d at the ftate of flawding I}aﬁ in thet
Liberty, wherwith CHRIST bhgs mads us free) I havey
for my own or other men’s fips, read all the Farbers of-
crib’d to the three firlt centuries with much application,
fome of ’em more than once or twice ; and that, befides
the profeft Hiltorians, I have look’d not perfon&orily for
3s many other centuries into the reft, who devidted more
and more from the fimplicity of the Gofpe/, tho fome

20 CHURCH-A UTHORITY VINDICATED; in & vifiea-
tion Sermon preasi’d at Putney, May 5, 1719 page 19. frim. odiX.

T T; Tis puts me in mind of the CobDiciL in the Tale of 2
449D, ’ '

- ’ s
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is fo farr from being faid ont of any oftencdtion, that
many on the contrary, who are no ill judges of men or
things, will apply the words of the Apoftle PAUL to
me; that if I muft weeds glory, I will glery of the things,
which concern mime snfirmsies. Now let the ftudy of the
Fathers be difreputable or otherwife, fince Do€ors difter
as they fay: tis undoubtedly for underftanding them too
well (at leaft in my own opinion, which is the molft that
~ any one has for his reading) and not for having neglected
to perufe their writings, aflifted by all neceffary helps,
‘that I entertain fo mean an opinion of them, either as
-good interpreters of the Scripzare, or as fure guides in
Religiow. Dr. BRETT feems to acknowledge fo much,
when he fays.that I made a difficalty of masters, thro
want of will rather thaw wawt of kight. Confonant to
this verdi& pronounces Mr. WoT ToON, tho not with
merere{pe& cothe Fathers,Is feewns by thofe Letsers (fpeak-
ing of thofe to SERENA) thar he knows where the
2ruth lyes in every particular ; and if thatwill ot convince
him, bow can I 7 How indeed? For1 aflure him, thatl
fhall ftraic veil my bonnet to TRU TH, wherever fhe
appears to me as fuch: and that in thofe Lerzers I aflert-
ed nothing, but what I maturely concluded to be true.
I wou'd defite Dr. HARE and Dr. BRET T to believe
the fame thing of me, in what concerns my judgment of
the Fazhers : for I thall never be damn’d for wiltul igno-
rance, however [ may be miftaken after my beft endea-
vors, which may as well be their own cafe. But I will
never allow that I am aéually miftaken, becaufe I pof-
fibly may be fo : which is the filly fophifm of the Scep-
tics, on the one hand; and, on the other, of fuch as

"%Vl |

2 Cor. g1,
39

Pref.

Page 16.
Ubi fupra
Page 3.

wou’d dogmatically fubjet REASON to AUTHO-

RITY. :

V. I MADE an appeal before, and [ make one here
again, to all moderate, ferious, and learned Divines not
byafs’d, whether I have ever fhown by any of my write-
ings that I am an enemy to Religion, the avowedly fo to
Superftition.  Religion pure and perfe&, as it was origi-
nally taught, without the corrupt additions and alterations
of ignorant or interefted perfons, I both profefs and re-
commend, as will appear (to referr to no other books)
from the conclufion of this very volam. I never wrote
a fyllable againft any one Article of the Church of Eng-
land in particular, tho feveral of my accufers havebroach’d
do : o a2 mang
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pany odd or perillous whimfies againft moft of them a5
if they claim’d a privilege to fay any thing tho ever fo ex-
fravagant, and that others may notfay what in duty they
ought. O but you are an enemy to Priefls, fay their im-
plicit tools: and I anfwer, that Chrifiian pricfis in the lite-
ral fenfe Y acknowledge none, nar any other Sacrifices
but thofe of prayer and thank{giving, offer'd on the Altar
of the heart ; whether by every one in private, or by all
in public, devautly joining with the perfon who makes a
common prayer in their name, be it conceiv’d or a fet
form. Such Paftors, fuch Minifters of the Congregativ
on, lawfully ordain’d to this fun&ion and duely quali-
fy’d, exclufively of all confufion in the public. worthip,
tho every Chriftian be figuratively both a king and a prieft,
I refpeét and highly approve. So I do alfo approve of Ne-
tional Churches, with which I hold zolerated Churches to
be very confiftent ; tho under no incapacities in civil af-
fairs, Perfecution (which is fuffering of any degree or
kind on the accouunt of mere opinian) not-being from
GOD, but the certain mark of a falfe Church, at lealt
in this point. The fwarn enemies to thefe free fenti-
ments, who fet up for Priefthood properly fo call’d, are
-they who decry every man, that gives fair warning of the
Dominion they are laboring to ere&, or that manfully op-
pofes it. To the defigns of thefe adverfaries of civil and
religious Liberty, I frankly declare my felf an enemy.
Nor do I wonder they fhou’d pretend Religion, or the
Church to be in danger, zo the end that all men, as has
been by fome body juftly obferv’d, may be zhus like o ma-
ny foldiers lified wn thesr canfe : wheras, if they foow’d
their private intereft, few or nome won'd venture in their
quarrel. 'He’s a Heretic that prefumes to differ from them
about any thing, and he that along with them will nat
halloo the Heretic they have made, run down his do&rine
without knowing it, mifrepréfent his reafons or fiapprefs
them, attribute to him the worft of confequences tho ab-
folutely difown’d, and make him pafs for a man of loof®
aétions or impious notions: he, I fay; that will not join
in this cry, is prefently himfelf fufpe&ed, his reputation
is blafted ; as one that does not favor their projeéts, and
whofe equity or moderation expofes their conduét. They
are confcious of their own drtifices, and 0-much haunt-
ed by their guilt, that they find themfelvés where they
were never pat. - If a Man does but compile a political
‘Romancc,bmlt.altogett;er- upon Heathen ideas,and mofti v}in
B -3 ER - . R N : the
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-the yery terms of the antients; they prefently imagine that
their Palladiam is ftol’'n and profan’d by fome new U-
LYS$SES,; whodefigns to fubvert their Troy. They de-
.claim againft human reafon, not, as they hypocritically
pretend,: to make me.> fubmit to G OD’s word, which
reafon will always per! ade; but to fubje& them to their
own authority, and arbitrarily to difpofe of their belief.
‘When once their difciples are brought go this pitch of obe-
dience, they are then tanght, .noz 20 mind fo much in mar-
. ters of Religion what is fasd, as who it .is that faysse;

which maxim was impadently defended by Father

»2 STAPLETO N, and is pra&tically countenanc’d by fome
nominal Proteftants. Hence that magifterial. air they af+
fume, as if they were another fpecies of men. DBriefly,
1 oppofe no Ecclefiaftics among us, but fuch as in all re-
gards refemble thofe of the Weft Indians. Their Powaws
or Priefis (fays the reverend »3 Mir. NEA L) are a fubtle
Zeneration of men, ambitious, crael, greedy of riches, grafp-
1%g at an abfolute power and dominion ever the pesple, from
whom they require a profoand refpect-and reverence; as per-
Jons wha bave a familiar acquaintance with the Deity, and
‘whay by their bleffings and curfings, cam make men bappy
or m{/em[de in a futare flate. fet Mr. LEw1s, whoy
in his Hiftorical Effay npon the Confecration of Churchesy Prcf, pagd
calls me the great Advocate of Mabomet and Presbytery 2a.
{asanother of the fan&ify’d Buffoons and Merry Andrews
gives me the title of Mabomez’s Sollicitor General) let him
and his fellows fay, that this is difcharging my poyfon om [hid,
the Clergy ; the contrary will be evident to all that can di-
Atinguifh between the good and the bad, the fober and the
debauch’d, the pious and the wicked, the learned and the
jgnorant, the Paftor and the Prieft, the Proteftant and the

apift, the friends of the Government and its enemies.
They are in reality the moft venemous antagonifts of the
Church of England that'I oppofe, however fome of ’em
1nay congeal themfelves under her mantle, that they may
have the better opportunity of ftingirg her to death.

In loca Serpcnt)l;m nos VeRimuS.
The aim of thefe in difpute, is not to reclaim but to de-

22 In do@rina Religionis non quid dicatur, fed quis loquatut
attendendum eft. Defenf. Ecclefiaflic. authoritat, lib.'3. ¢ap. 7. &
Damorfiras. principior. doctrinal. li6. 10. ¢ap. 5. e *

23 Hifiory of New-England, vol. 1. page 55.  fiedy:
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firoy : inftead of a lance to cure, they bring a dagger to
kill. As for any clamor they may raife, I fhall not be in
the leaft difquieted about it, feldom letting any of their
flowers be loft : tis what I expe& of courfe, and a diverfi-
on to which I am tolerably well accuftom’d. Neither do
I value any company or aflembly of fuch perfons, when
I perceive no reafon to fear any one of them ﬁ;;gly, or
to be thy of coping with him. The contrary difpofi-
tion wou'd be to think, thas a club of artificers
jointly cou’d finith fome extraordinary piece of work,
when every one of ’em feverally was a »¢ bangler.
Tis leng fince I have made it a maxim to my felf, that
as ERROR and FALSHQOD may be confuted as well by
one man, as by ose thonfand; fo REASON 47d TRUTR
bave wo moye to fear from one thonfand, than frem one man.
So long as T ebey the laws of my country, which fhall
ever be facred to me, I have nothing to fear (how little
foever I may get) for making what inquiries, difcoveries,
or improvements I may be able, whether in letters or other-
wife: nor am I apprehenfive that the ill offices of Bigots,
‘who wou’d gladly make their oppofers ftarve, according
to their laudable cuftom in all ages, can be any obftru&i-
pn to my fortune ; as not being ambitious of either rank
- or title, nor defirous of any place or preferment.
TFhe vanity of fuch uncertain pofleflions I defpife, as
mach as I abhor the dependence they unavoidably create.
Let thofe who form other ideas of things, and who have
not thoroly refleted on the caprices of fortune, fuppofe
what theypleafe ; 1 wou’d not cxcha,n&;e that LIBERTY,
for which 1 have been ever firenoufly pleading on my
own behalf, and that of my fellow creatures, for the
higheft dignities and diftinétions in the world. Na-
TURE IS CONTENT WITH A LITTLE,and he wants
lealt who has feweft defires, or keeps the ftronget con-
trolover his paflions.Books and bread enough, with fele&
cempany in an agreeable Retirement, fgivc that folid fa-
tisfaltion, which is fruitlefly expe&ted from the fcraping
or hording of treafure, from follicitoufly counting ar pro-
fufely fpending it. WherforeI preferr theinnocent amufe-
+~ ments of the country (where alone real pleafures are

.24 An quidquam flultius, .quim, quos fingulos, ficut

rios barbarofque, contemnas, €os al‘quid putare effc univerfos2Cion
Tufe. Difput. lib. 5. cap. 36, ‘. oo .
R o beft

?
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beft injoy’d) its frugal bat falubrious diet, the purity of
the air, the charms of the earth and water, and the tran-
quillity of my. walks unconfin’d as my thoughts, to all
the pomp and delicate entertainments of the Court, to all
the wealth and fplendid hurry of the City. - ‘
@oila Hevde rar oda Jia poruie TURIE,.

Aardle pev pudesio cpeanopusrQ- paraxoity ;
AArde dav wlpngir sv uniBaosgs diayven
Axesldlny xopugny unAogxomoy «idayaBatywrs -

There I thall contribute my beft endeavors for the good of
mankind, and never do any thing to diffusbthe public peace,
whichis thenurfe of the common welfare: for the Peace
which the Deceivers mean, is a tupid and littlefs refigna-
tion of mens underftanding to others, who undertake to
think for them. ¥For this reafon thefe Undertakers are

againft al} examination, lef} their owa thoughts fhou’d be - .

found bad or little worth; and fo men fhoa’d not pay
them wages to think for them, when they might think
perhaps much better for themfelves. The true Divine,
who’s ever as true a Patriot, als quite the reverfe of all

this ; appealing to mens underftanding for the truth of.

whatever he propofes to their belief or praétice; and con-
ftantly exhorting them to ufe their Reafon, to ftand in de-
fence of their Religion and Liberty, againft all fpiritual or
temporal ufurpations. . To draw towards a conclufion,
I own as muchasany one,that the abufe of a thing ought
not to take away the ufe of it : tho an excefs on the one
hand, has often thrown people intoan excefs on the othep
hand. .- Norz is Dsuinity the only profeflion that has fuf-

fer’d in this manner,as may be learnt from the follewingold

Paem ; which tho.very plain both.inthe ftile and meafure,is

yetnicely epigrammatical,and containg 3 beautiful Climax,

© 'The TRIPLE PLEA.

LAW, PHYSICK, a4 DIVINITY, -
" Bedng im difpme, con’d not agree ©

To fostle, which among them three

Shou’d have the Soperiority.

. LAW pleads he dues preferve men's lands,:
And all tl:;ir §00ds from rav’nous hands :
: Therfore

i

Fy
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Therfore of right challenges be, T
. To have the Superiority..

PHYSICK preferibes recepts for health,
Which men preferr before thesr wealth :
Therfore of right challenges be,
To have the Superioritp .
Then firait fYeps up the PRIEST demure;
Wbe of men’s Sonls takes care and cure :
Therfore of right challenges be,
To have the Superiority. . -

~ _If Jubces éndthis TRIPLE PLEA, -
- Tbe LAwWYERS fball bear all the fway:
If EMPIRICS their verdic give,
PuysiciaNs beft of all will thrive.
If BisHovrs arbszrate the c.z/lv,
The PRIESTS maft bave the bigheft place.
{f HOXEST, SOBER, WISE MEN judge,
Then ALL THE THREE awdy may trudge.

For let men live in peace and love, -
The LAWYERS tricks they need not prove.
Let them forbear excefs andriot, ‘
They need not feed on DoOCT OR’S diet.
Let them attend what GO D does teach,
They necd not care what P ARSONS preach. -
But if men FOoOLS and KNAVES will be, ‘
They'll be affe-ridden by ALL THREE.

KX

I fhall add no more, but that having intended to ‘pnnt
the fubftance of the fourth Djffertation above a year fince,
togetier with the Treatife of Tradition, which laft urg)g
- fecond thoughts is delay’d for fome months; I judg?
. ‘the other wou'd come time enough, at the end of the
" three Differzations which I now fend into the world.
With relation to the whoele work, I have in the inner
margin inferted the originals of all the citations of the
firlt and laft pieces; which, as to the fecond -and third;
cou’d not be done, without making the Notes near as
large as the. Text.  But the places where they occurr in
the books, out of which I have extrated them, are fo
ditin&ly mark’d; that they will be readily found by any,
who has a mind to verify them. -

From under an Elm in Bensbury (or CnEBENY eamp) on the Wat
ren as the [oush end of Wimbledon Gemmn, M.DCC.XX.



