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INTRODUCTION.

Tae philosophy of Plato is deeply in-
debted to two very extraordinary ween,
who rank among the chief of its leaders ‘
and hierophants, viz. Plotinus and Proclus ;
to the former for its restoration, and to the
latter for the complete developement of all
its sublimities and mysteries.

It is indeed a remarkable historical fact,
though but little known, that the depths
of this philosophy, as I have elsewhere
observed,” were not perfectly fathomed,

* See the General Tntroduction to my translation of Plato,
Plat, | b
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except by his immediate disciples, for more
than five hundred years after its first pro-

pagation.* For though Crantor, Atticus,

* This fact must necessarily be very little known at pre-
sent, as the philosophy of Plato is no longer studied as it
was in ancient times, baving become for many centuries
obsolete. And yet it is no uncommon thing with the literati,
and particularly with the critics of the present age, to decide
with as much confidence on the dogmas of this philosophy,
gmd on the writings of its most celebrated votaries, as on the
nugatory and fungous productions of the day. These men
forget, when they boast of having consumed the best part of
their life in the study of the Greek and Latin languages, that
philology is a very different thing from philosophy, and that
there is extreme danger in being well-grounded at great
Grammar schools, of being at the same time well-ground.
Their presumption however is by no means wonderful when
we consider that they have been disciplined by the spectre
of the Dunciad,

““ Whose beaver'd brow g birchen garland wears,

Droppiog with infants' blood, and mothers’ tears.”

And whose language is, '
" «—* Since man from beast by words is kndwn,

Words are man’s province, words we teach alone.

When Reason doubtful, like the Samian letter,

‘.
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Albinus, Galen and Plutarch, were men of
great genius, and made no common pro-
ficiency in philosophic attainments, yet
they appear not to have developed the
profundity of Plato’s conceptions; they
withdrew not the veil which covers his

secret meaning, like the curtains® which

Points him two ways, the narrower is the better.

Plac'd at the door of learning, youth to guide,
* WWe never suffer it to stand too wide.

To ask, to guess, to know as they commence,

As Fancy opens the quick springs of Sense,

We ply the memory, we load the brain, '
. Bind rebel Wit, and double chain or chain ;

Confine the thought, to cxercise vthc breath,

And keep them in the pale of Words till death,

Whatc'er the talents, or howe'er desigwd,

We hang one jingling padlock on the mind,

Dunciad, Book 1V,

! Ext rwy Aeyoperwy reherwy, ra pev abura wy, ws Snlo
xat rovvopa, ra de¢ wxapaxeracpara wpofefAmrrar, abeara ra
ev o5 adurais gwharroyra,  Psellus in Alleg. de Sphin,
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guarded the adytum of temples from the
profane eye; and they saw mnot that all
behind the veil is luminous, and that there
divine spectacles ' every where present
themselves to the view. This task was
reserved for men who' were bora indeed in
a baser age, but who being allotted a
nature similar to their master were the true
interpreters of his sublime and mystic
speculations. Of these Plotinus was the
leader, and to him this philosophy is in-
debted for its genuine restoration, and for
that succession of philosophic heroes, who
were Juminous links of the golden chain of
deity. The commencement indeed of this
“restoration of philosophy originated from

Ammonius Saccas, but the completion of

' See my dissertation on the Eleusinian and Bacchic
Mysteries in Numbers XV and XVI of the Pamphleteer. :
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it was the work of Plotinus. For, the
‘former of these, who was by birth an Alex-
andrian, and at first nothing more than a
porter, opened a philosophical school at
Alexandria, but with a determination not
to commit the more abstruse and theologi~
cal dogmas of his philosophy to writing.
Indeed, this truly great man was so fearful
of profaning these sublime mysteries, by
exposing them to vulgar inspection, that he
revcaled them to his disciples Erennius,
Origen, and Plotinus, on the condition of
inviolable secrecy, and under the guard of
irrevocable oaths. However, fortunatel); for
posterity, Erennius’ dissolved the compact,
and Origen (not the Christian father of that
name) iinitating Erennius, disclosed a part of
his master’s secrets, in a curious. treatise on

Dzmons, which unfortunately is Jost. But
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the _publications of these two great men
were but trifling efforts to restore the
mystic wisdom of antiquity, since the
evolution of it into light free from the
enigmas in which it had been before enve-
loped, was reserved for the divine genius
of Plotinus.

Of this very extraordinary man there is
a long and interest?ng life extant by his
disciple Porphyry, from which the follow-
ing particulars are selected for the informa-

tion of the English reader.

Plotinus was by birth an Egyptian, and
was a native of Lycopolis, as we are in-
formed by Eunapius; for Porphyry is
wholly silent as to this particular. - Indeed,

this is not wonderful, if we consider what
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Porphyry asserts of him in the beginning
of his life, viz, that he was ashamed that his
soul was in body. Hence, Says he, he would
neither tell the race, nor the parents from
whom he originated, nor would he patiently
relate in what country he was born. This
I know will be considered by a genuine
modern, as either rank enthusiasm, or gross
affectation ; but he who has fathomed the
depth of his writings will immediately sub:
scribe to its truth. The same yehement
love for intellectual pursuits, and contempt
for body, made him disdain to sit for his
picture; so that when Amelius; one of his
disciples, begged that he would permit his
likeness to be taken, his answer expressed |
the true greatness of hLis mind: * As if
(says he) it was not sufficient to bear ,ihis

image, with which nature has surrounded
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us, you think that a more lasting image of
this image should be left as a work worthy
to be inspected.” However, the wish of
Amelius was at length accomplished, by
the ingenious contrivance of one Carterius
a painter, who by frequenting the school
of Plotinus, and viewing his countenance
with fixed attention, produced at length
from his memory a happy likeness of the
philosopher. Though he was often afflicted
" with the colic, he always refused the assist-
ance of clysters, asserting that remedies of -
this kind were not fit for a man advanced
in years -Nor would he ever receive the
_assistance of theriacal antidotes, since he
said his ﬁourishmedt was not derived from
the bodies of even tame animals. He like-
wise abstained from baths; but daily used

frictions at home. But when a grievous
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pestilence. raged* at Rome, and the
servants who were accustomed to rub him,
fell victims ta the disease ; from neglecting
remedies of thikind, he gradually became
a prey to the pestilence. So great was the
_ violence of this distemper, and its effects
so dreadful on Plotinus, as Eustochius in-
formed Porphyry who was then absent,
that through a very great hoarseness, all
the clear and sonorous vigour of his musical
voice was lost; and what -was still worse,
his eyes were darkened, and his hands and
feet were covered with ulcers. Hence, ba-

coming incapable of réceiving the saluta-

* This pestilence was in the time of the Emperor Gallienus,
and raged so vehemently, according to Trebellius Pollio,
that five thousand men perished through the same disease in
one day. This happened in the year of Christ 262, and of
Gallienus 9, 105 and not loog after Porpliyry applied him-
self to Plotinus. ‘
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tions . of his friends, he left the city, and
went to Campania, to the estate of one
Zethus, an ancient departed friend. Neces-
saries were here administered to him from
the hereditary possessions of Zethus, and
were :likewise brought from .Minturnus,
from the fields of Castricius.” But when
this divine man drew near to his dissolu-
tion, that period which is no less the dread
of the vulgar than the transport of the
philosopher, and which to Plotinus must .
have been the moment of extatic rapture,
Eastochius, who dwelt at Puteolus, was not
very hasty in his approaches; doubtless
not imagining that Plotinus was on the
point of making his triumphant exit from

a corporeal life. However, when he came

* This is the Firmus Castricius to whom Porphyry in-
scribes his treatise On Abstinence from Animal food.
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into the presence "of this departing hero,
he was just in time to receive his dying
words, and to preserve the sacred sentence
to posterity. As yet (says he) I have ex--
pected you, and now 1 endeavour that my
divine part may return to-that divine nature
which flourishes throughout the universe,
Such were the last words of this mighty
man, which like those contained in his
writings, are great and uncommon, admir-"
able and sublime. He died at the conclu-
sion of the second year of the reign of M.
Aurelius Flavius Claudius; and was at the
time of his death in the sixty-sixth year of
his age, according to the information given
to Porphyry by Eustochius. Porphyry
afterwards informs us, in perfect agreement
with the genius of Plotinus, that he would

never tell to any one, the month, or day
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in which he was born; because he by no
means thought it proper that his nativity
should be celebrated with sacrifices and
-banquets. Indeed we cannot suppose that
he who had such a vehement contempt for
a corporeal life, would be anxious that his
éntrance into mortality should be solem-
nized with festivity ; but rather, considering

himself with Empedocles, as
Heaven'’s exile straying from the orb of light,

he would be disposed to lament his capti-
vity, and mourn the degradation of his
nature. However, he was net averse to
celebrate the nativities of Socrates and
Plato ; for he assisted at the sacred rites,
and invited his friends to a philosophic
banquet, where it was required that every
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guest should recite a written oration, adapt.
ed to the oecasion of their amicable associas

tion, , -

The few particulars which this great man
condescended to relate of himself in familiar
discourse, are the following : when he was
eight years of age, and was even under the
tuition of a literary preceptor, he used
to frequent his nurse, and uncover her |
breasts, through an avidity of sucking her
milk. And this custom he continued, till
being accused of troublesomeness, and
covered with shame through the reproof,
he abandoned this extraordinary custom.
This story, however trifling it may appear,

sindicates in my opinion, the native inno-

. cence, and genuine smmplicity ofe manners

which so eminently marked the character
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of Plotinus. When he was in the twenty-
eighth year of his age, being vehemently
inflamed with the love of philosophy, he
was recommended to the most excellent
masters of Alexandria; but he left thcir
schools with sorrow and disappbintment.
By a fortunate event however, he told a
certain friend, who was well acquainted
with the disposition of his mind, the cause
of his affliction, and he brought him to the
celebrated Ammonius, whose school Ploti-
nus had probably overlooked, among the
great multitude with which that illustrious
city abounded. But when he entered the
school of Ammonius, and heard him philo-
sophize, he exclaimed in transport to his
friend, this is the mdn I have been seeking.
From that day he gave himself up to Am-

monius with sedulous attention for eleven
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years ; and made such rapid advances in
his philosophy, that he determined to study
also the philosophy of the Persians, and
the wisdom particularly cultivated by the
Indian sages. For this purpose, when the
Emp:zror Gordian marched into Persia, in
order to war upon that nation, Plotinus
joined himself to the army, being at - that
time in the nine and thirtieth year of his
age. But after Gordian was destroyed
about Meso.potamia, Plotinus fled to
Antioch, where bc received a fortunate
shelter from the dangers and devastations
of war; and in the reign of the Emperor
Philip came to Rome, in the fortieth year

of his age,

It was a long time before Plotinus com-

mitted _his thoughts to writing; and gave
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the world a copy of his inimitable mind/
That light which was shortly to illuminate
mankind, as yet shone with solitary splen-
dor, or at best beamed only on a beloved
few. It was now, however, destined to
emerge from its sanctuary, and to d;splay
its radiance with unbounded diffusion,
But a disciple like Porphyry, was requisite
to the full perfection of its appearance.
Amelius was indeed laborious, but he was
at the same time _verbvose.. He neither
appears to have possessed the inquisitive
spirit, nor the elegant genius of Porphyry ;
and his commentaries were too voluminous
to be exquisitely good. Parphyry gives a
singular specimen of his endurance of labor,
when he informs us that he committed to
writing almost all the dogmas of Numenius,’
and retained a very considerable part of
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them id his memory. He was not however,
though an- excellent philosopher, calculated
to urge Plotinus to write, or to assist him
in writing; but this important task was
reserved for Porphyry, who, in the words of
Eunapius, “ like a Mercurial chain let down
for the benefit of mortals, by the assistance
of universal erudition, explained every
thing with clearness and precision.” Ploti-
nus, indeed, began to write in the first year
of the Emperor Galienus; and he con-
tinued to note such questions as occurred
to him, for the ten following years, in the
last of which he became acquainted with
Porphyry, who was at that time in the
thirtieth year of his age. He had then
composed one-and-twenty -books, . which
were in the hands but of a few: for the
edition was difficult to be procured, and
Plot. | c
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was not universally known. DBesides, Ploti-
nus was neither hasty nor rash in his publi-
cations; but he gave those only to the
light, which had been approved by a
mature and deliberate judgment. The one-
and-twenty books we have just mentioned,
after various inscriptions, at length obtain-

ed the following titles.

On the Beautiful. Ennead I. lib. 6. .

On the Immortality of the Soul. IV. 7.

On Fate. III. 1.

On the Essence of the Soul. IV. 1.

On Intellect, Ideas, and Being. V. 9.

" On the Descent of the Soul into Bodies. IV. 8.

How things posterior to the First, proceed from the First,
and on the One. V. 4.

Whether all Souls are one? IV. 9.

On the Good, or the One. VI. 9.

On the thrce Hypostases that rank as the Principles of
Thinét. V. 1.

On the Generation and Order of Things posterior to the
First. V. 2,
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On the two Matters [i. e. the Intelligible and the Sensible].
IL. 4.
Various Considerations. III. 9.
On the Circular Motion of the Heavens. 1I.. 2,
On the Dzmon allotted to us. III. 4.
- On the reasonable Exit from the present Life. I. 9.
On Quality. II. 6. '

Whether there are Ideas of Particulars. V. 7.
On the Virtues. 1. 2.

On Dialectic, 1. 8.
How the Soul is said to be a medium between an impart-
ible and partible Essence. 1V. 2.

These one-and-twenty books were finish-
ed when Porphyry first became acquainted
with Plotinus ; and when this great man was
fifty-nine years old. Du:‘ing the six years
in which Porphyry was his companion as
well as disqiple, many questions of a very
abstruse nature were discussed in their
philosophical conversations, which, at the

joint request of Porphyry and Amelius,
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Plotinus committed to- writing, and produ-
ced from their investigation, two elaborate
“and admirable books, On true being, demon-
strating that it is every where one and the
same whole. Ennead vi. lib. 4, 5. And
afte!‘wards he wrote two others, one of
which shows, That the nature which is
beyond being is not intellective, and what
that is which is primarily, and also that which
1s secondarily intellective. Ennead v. 6. But-
the other is, On that which.is in capacity,
and that which is in energy. Ennead ii.

5. He likewise wrote the following books :

On the Impassivity of Incorporeal Natures.' Ennead
1L 6.

* It is strange that Fabricius should think this treatise
ought to be entitled, wepe rns arabeias rwy owparwy, On the
Impassivity of Bodies. For the man of intellect who reads
it, must immediately see that such a title would be ridiculous.
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On the Soul, two Books. IV. 3. 4.

On the Soul, a third Book, or On the manner in which we
see. 1V, 5.

On Contemplaﬁo;l. 1II. 8.

On Intelligible Beauty. V. 8.

That Intelligibles are not external to Intellect ; and coil-
cerning Intellect and the Good. V. 5.

Against the Gnostics. 1I. 9.

On Numbers. VI. 6.

Why things seen at a distance appear to be small. II. 8.

Whether Felicity consists in an extension of Time. I. 5.

On total Mixture. 1I. 7.

How the multitude of Ideas subsists, and concerning the
Good, VL. 7. .

On the Voluntary. VI. 8.

On the World. II. 1.

On Sense and Memory. IV. 6.

On thie Genera of Beings, three Books. VI, 1. 2. 3.

On Eternity and Time. III. 7.

But while Porphyry resided in Sicily,
and about the fifteenth year of the Emperor
Galienus, Plotinus composed the five
following Books, which he sent to Porphyry

for his revision.
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On Felicity. Ennead 1. 4.

On Providence, two Books. III. 2. 3.

On Guostic Hypostases, and that which is beyond them.
Iv. s.

On Love. III. 5.

These books were transmitted to Por-
phyry in the first year of the Emperor
Claudius’ reign. And about the beginning
of the second year, and a little before his
death, he sent him the following, and the

last :

On what things are Evil, and whence Evils originate.
Ennead I. lib. 8.

Whether the Stars effect any thing. II. 3.

What Man is, and what Apimal is? 1. 1.

On the first Good, and other Goods. 1. 7.

The whole amount therefore, of the books
written by Plotinus, connecting the preced-

ing with those just enumerated, is fifty-four,
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which Porphyry has divided into six
enneads, assigning, agreeably to the mean-
ing of the word, nine books to every
ennead. But they bear evident marks,
says Porphyry, of the different periods, at
which they were composed. For the first
one-and-twenty, which were written in the
former part of his life, if compared with-
the next in 6rder, seem to possess an infe-
rior power, and to be, deficient in strength.
But those composed in the middle of his
life, exhibit the vigour of power, and the
acme of perfection. And such with a few
exceptions are the four-and-twenty we have
already enumerated. The last nine how-
ever, which were composed in the decline
of life, bear the marks of remitted energy,

and drooping vigour. And this the four
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last exhibit more evidently than the preced-

ing five.

Plotinus had many auditors, and likewise
a multitude of zealous partizans, and philo-
sophic familiars. Among the latter of
these, Amelius the Tuscan, and Paulinus
the Scythopolitan, a physician, held a dis-
tinguished rank. To which may be added
Eustochius of Alexandria, a physician,
who enjoyed the familiarity of Plotinus to
the last, was present at his death, and
giving himself entirely to the doctrines of
Plotinus, assumed the habit of a genuine
philosopher.  Besides these Zothicus, a
critic and poet, was conversant with Ploti,
nus, who amended the works of Anti-

machus,.and rendered the Atlantic history
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very poetically in verse; but after this
he became blind, and died a short time
prior to Plotinus. Zethus, too, was very
familiar with our philosopher, who derived
his origin from Arabia, and married the

wife of one Theodosius, the familiar of
/ ‘Ammonius. This Zethus was deeply
skilled in medicine, and very much be-
loved by Plotinus, who endeavoured to
dissuade him from engaging in the adminis-
tration of public affairs. Such indeed, was
his familiarity with our philosopher that, as
we have already observed, Plotinus spent
the last hours of his life at his rural retreat.
Porphyry likewise informs us, that not a
few senators were the sedulous auditors of
Plotinus. Philosophy indeed, as it is the
most noble and liberal of all pursuits, ought

never to be separated from noble birth and
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exalted rank. Itisnaturally allied toevery
thing great, and is calculated to confer
dignity, even on greatness itself. It exalts
the majesty of the monarch, stamps nobility
with true grandeur, and raises the plebeian
to immortality. Among this illustrious
body of men, Marcellus Orontius diligently
applied himself to philosophy, and made
rapid advances in its attainment. This too
was the case with Sabinillus, and above all.

with the senator Rogatianus." So deeply

' This Rogatianus is doubtless the persen to whom Por-
phyry alludes in his treatise On Abstinence, lib. i. p. 106. in
the following passage : ¢ There was once an instance, where
a negligence of terrene concerns, and a countemplation and
intuition of such as are divine, expelled an articular disease,
which bad infested 2 certain person for the space of eight
years. So that at the very same time, that his soul was
divested of a solicitous concern for riches, and corporeal
affairs, his body was freed from a troublesome diseas¢.”
What Porphyry here says is perfectly conformable to the
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enamoured was this last-mentioned noble-
man of the charms of wisdom, and the
discourses of Plotinus, and so attentive to
the care of separating his soul from his
corporeal life, that he neglected his wealth
and secular affairs, dismissed his servants,
and rejected the dignities of the stdte.
Hence, when he was chosen preetor, and
the MNctors waited for his appecarance, he
neither came into public, nor regarded the
duties of his office, nor dwelt in the house
allotted for his reception ; but he supt and
slept with certain of his friends and fami-
liars, and gave himself to absolute retire-
ment in the day. By this negligence and
carelessness of life, (says Porphyry) from.

Chaldzan oracle, “ By extending a fiery (i.e. a divine)vu
intellect to the work of piety, you will preserve the flowing
bOdy.” .
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being so vehemently afflicted with the gout,
.that he was obliged to be carried in a chair,
he resumed his pristine strength and vigor.
Aund from being so diseased in his hands,
that he could not extend them when
necessary, he so recovered their use by
. philosophic endurance, that he could em-
ploy them with greater expedition than
the manual mechanic. This great man,
as we may suppose, possessed a principal
place in the esteem of Plotinus, who was
pot sparing in his praise of so uncommon
a character, and proposed him as an illus-
trious example to the pupils of philosophy.
Happy Rogatianus! who could relinquish
power for knowledge, and prefer the per-
petual inheritance of wisdom to the gaudy
splendors of title, and the fleeting honors of -

command. Alexandrinus Serapion, too,
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was one of his associates, who was at first
a rhetorician, but afterwards gave himself
to philosophical discussions; though, shame-
ful to relate, he was at the same time a

slave to usury and avarice.! Besides all

* Aristogle, in his Nicomachean Ethics, has shewn with his
usual accuracy, that avarice is worse than profus'ion. First,
because it is incurable. For it is the vice of old age, and
increases with age, It is also manifold, and has nothing in
common with liberality. In the third place, it is not usefut
to any one, not even to him who labours under it. Hence
the proverb, that the avaricious man never benefits, but when
he dies ; for then he begins to be useful. And in the fourth
place, men more frequently sin in this vice than in that of
profusion. But prodigality is less a vice than avarice, first,
because it may be ‘easily cured and corrected, partly' by
increase of age, and partly by a defect of wealth. For
poverty at length compels the prodigal to stop his profusion.
And in the next place, prodigality is more allied to liberality
than avarice ; so far as, by giving, it is also useful to others ;
and on that account it is likewise sometimes praised. In
short, if there is not any thing more excellent than goodness,
and because there is not, we call God goodness itself, and if

the very essence of goodness consists in imparting in a be-
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these, says Porphyry, he reckoned me, a
native of Tyre, among his most friendly
adherents, and whom he also appointed to

correct his writings.

The following particulars relative to
composition are related by Porphyry of
this extraordinary man. He could by no
means endure to review twice what he had
written, nor even to read his composition,
through the badness of his sight. But
while he was writing he neither formed the
the letters with accuracy, nor exactly
distinguished the syllables, nor bestowed
any diligent attention on the orthography ;
but neglecting all these as trifles, he was

alone attentive to the intellection of his

coming manuer, there cannot be any thing worse than avarice,

since the very essence of it consists in failing to gite.
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wonderful mind ; and, to the admiration of
all his disciples, persevered in this custoni
to the end of his life. To the mere critic
and philologist, Plotinus will doubtless
appear inexcusable for such #mportant
omissions ; but to the sublime and con-
templative genius, his negligence will be
considered as the result of vehement con-
ception, and profound ratiocination. Such,
indeed, was the power of his intellect, that
when he had once conceived the whole
disposition of his thoughts from the begin-
ning to the end, and had afterwards
committed them to writing, his composition
was so connected, that he appeared to be
merely transcribing from a boek. Hence
he would discuss his domestic affairs with-
out departing from the actual intention of

" his mind; and at one and the same time
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transact the necessary negociations of
fliendship, and preserve an uninterrupted
survey of the things he had proposed to
consider. In consequence of this uncom-
mon power of intellection, when he returned
to writing, after the departure of the person
with whom he had been conversing, he did
not review what. he had written, owing, as
we have observed, to the defect of his sight ;
and yet he so connected the preceding with
the subsequent conceptions, as if his
composition had never been interrupted.
Hence he was at the same time present
with others and with himself, so that as Por-
phyry observes, the self-converted energy
of his intellect was never remitted, except
perhaps in sleep, which the paucity of his .
food (for he frequently abstained even from

bread) and his incessant conversion to.’
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intellect, contribated in no small degree to

.expel.

Several women also vehemently -admired
the doctrines of Plotinus; and also many
noble persons of both sexes, when at the
point of death, committed their children
and all their property to Plotinus, a8 to a
certain sacred and divine guardian. Hence,
says Porpliyry, the house of Plotinus was.
filled with boys and virgins, (among the
number of which was Potamon) whom he
educated with diligence and care. ~ Nor -
was he ivearied in hearing the procurators
of his pupils, rendering an aecount of their
conduct, or paying an accurate attention to
the expenditure of their income, affirming,
that as they did not yet philosophige, they

‘ought to possess their own property, and
Plot. d
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receive theirannual rents without detriment.
Yet though he was so attentive to his pupils
in the necessary concerns of life, the intel-
lectual energy of bis ‘'soul while he was
awake, never suffered any interruption
from' externals, nor any remission of vigor.
He was likewise extremely mild in his man-
ners, and was easy of access to all his friends
and adherents. Hence, so great was his
philosophic  urbanity, that though he
resided at Rome six-and-twenty years, and
had been the arbitrator of many litigious
causes, which he amicably dissolved, yet
he had no enemy throughout that vast and

illustrious city.

- But though Plotinus was so greatly
esteemed ‘at Rome, and in general by all
who had the happiness of his acquaintance,
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yet he had ene vehement enemy in the
person of Alexandrinus Olympius, who had
been for a short.time the disciple of
Ammonius, and who arrogantly conceived
himself to be the first of philosophers, and,
conducted himself contemptuously towards
Plotinus. So deadly, indeed, was his hatred
of our philosopher, that he attempted t®o
invade him, by drawing down, through
magical arts, the baﬁeful influences of the
stars. The attempt was however vain, and
noxious to its author. For the sidereal
defluxions, instead of "being hurtful “to
Plotinus, were reflected on Olympius.
Hence he exclaimed to his companions,
“that the soul of Plotinus possessed such a
mighty power, that it immediately repelled
malignant influences directed upon his
person, on the authors of the evil.” But
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Plotinus, when Olympius first machinated
his sidereal inchantments, was conscious of
his design, and said to his friends : “ Now
the body of Olympius is contracted like a.
purse, and all his members .are bruised
together.” After Olympius, therefore, had
often found to his own detriment, that the
baneful influences intended for FPlotinus
were repelléd on himself, he desisted from
such. base and fruitless undertakings.
Indeed, says Porphyry, Plotinus naturally
possessed something greater than the rest of
mankind, which thé following extraordinary
relation abundantly evinces. A certain
Egyptian priest, who .at that time was at
. Rome, and who became known to Plotinus
through oneof his friends (perhaps Porphyry
himself), being desirousto exhibit his wisdom

in that illustrious city, persuaded our
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philosopher to attend him, for the purpose
of beholding, through his invocations; his
familiar deemon ; to which request Plotinus
readily consented. But the invocation was
performed in the temple of Isis ; this being
the only pure place in Rome the Egyptian
priest was able to find. However, instead
of a dezemon, as was expected, a God ap-
proached, who was not, says Porphyry, in
the genus of deemons. The Egyptian
astonished at the unexpected event ex-
claimed, ¢ Happy Plotinus, who hast a
God for a demon,” and whose familiar

* « The most perfect souls (says Proclus in MS. Com*
ment. in Alcibiad. 1) who are conversant with generation in
an undefiled manner, as they ghoose a life confoqpa!:le to
their presiding God, so they live according to a divine
demon, who conjoined them to their proper deity when they
(dwelt on high. Hence, the Egyptian priest admired Plotinus,

as being governed by a divine demon.” And prior to this
he observes, that the first and highest demons are divine,
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attendant does not rank among the inferior
kind " This extraordinary, however, and
delightful vision was of short duration.
For the priest affirmed, that it was not then -
lawful to ask any question, or any longer to
enjoy the vision because a certain friend
who was present at the spectacle, suffocated
some birds which he. held in his hands for
the sake of safety, either impelled by envy
or terrified through fear. As Plotinus
therefore was allotted a deemon belonging
to the diviner orders, tke divine eye of his
soul was perpetually elevated to this
guardian deity. On this account, he
composed a book, On the Dasmons which
are allotted to us, in which he diligently

and who often appear as Gods, through their transcendent
similitude to the (divinities. For that which is first in every
arder preserves the form of the nature prior to itself.” -
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endeavours to assign the causes of the
diversity subsisting among these attendants

on mankind.

Plotinus likewise appears to have pos-
sessed a most extraordinary skill in physi-
ognomy, as is e.vin_c.ed by the following
circumstance. A lady named Chion, who
together with her daughters resided in
his house, and there happily pas;sed,l a
chaste widowhood, was frauduleptly de-
prived of a very valuable nccklace.' In
conseq.uence of this, all the servants and
domestics were summoned into the presence
of Plotinus, who regarded their several
countenances, selected one of them, and'
accused him of the theft. The man was
inimediately chastized, and for some time

denied the fact, but at length. cohfessed his

k2
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guilt, and restored the necklace. In a
similar maoner (says Porphyry) he wonder-
fully predicted the destiny of the young
men of his acquaihtance ; as of one Polemo,
ke foretold, that he would .be very much
addicted. to love, and would live but for a
short time, which happened according to
his prediction. But the last instance of
his sagacity, related by .Porphyry, excels
all,fhe rest, both in the singular skill which
it displays, and the happy consequences it
produced. Porphyry, as we are informed
by Eunapius in his life of “him, on his first
acquaintapce with Plotinus, bade a final
farewell to all his preceptors, and wholly
applied himself to the friendship and con-
fidence of this wonderful man. Here he
filled his ‘mind with science, and drew

ebundantly withont satiety, from the per-



INTRODUCTION. xlv

_ ennial fountain, seated in the sanctuary of
“the soul of Plotinus. But afterwards,
being vanquished as it were, by the magni-
tude of his doctrines, he conceived a hatred
of body, and could no longer endure the
fetters of mortality. ¢ Hence,” says Por-
phyry, 4 formed an intention of destroying
myself, which Plotinus perceived, and as
1 was walking home stood before e, and
said that my design was not thé dictate of
a sound intellect, but was the effect of a
certain melancholy disease. In éonsequence
of this, he ordered me to depart from Rome,
-and accordingly I went to Sicily, particu-
larly as T heard that a certain worthy and
elegant man dwelt at that time ai)out Lily-
beeum. And thus indeed I was liberated
from this [deadly] intention, but was
hindered from being present with Plotinus
till his death.” |



xlvi INTRODUCTION.

But the great reputation of this divine
man was not confined to the senate and
people of Rome : for the emperor Galierus
and his wife Salonina, honored his person
and reverenced his doctrine. Indeed, so
highly was he esteemed by the emperor,
that relying on his benevolence, he rc-
quested that & city in Campania, which
had been formerly destroyed, might be re-
stored, aud rendered a fit habitation for
philosophers ; and besides this that it might
be governed' by the laws of Plato, and
called Platonopolis. The emperor indeed
assented to his wishes, and the philosopher
would have easily accomplished his inten-
tions, if some of the emperor’s familiars,
impelled by envy or indignation, or some
other depraved cause, had not impeded its

execution.
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This very extraordinary man, as we are
informed by Porphyry, was strenuous in
discourse, and most powerful in discovering
and conceiving what was appropriate; but
in certain words he was incorrect. While
he was speaking however, there was an
evident indication of the predominance of
intellect in his conceptions. For - the light
of it diffused itself as far'as to his counten-
ance, which was indeed at all times l(')'vely,
but was then particularly beautiful. For
then a certain attenuated and dewy l'nbois-v
ture ,appeared on ‘his face, and a pleasing
mildness shone forth.  Then, also, he
exhibited a placid gentleness in recéiviug
questions, and 'demonstrated a vigér, un-
comiponly robust in the solution of them.
When Porphyry once had interrogated him

for three days, on the manner in which the



xlviii INTRODUCTION.

soul is present with the body, he persevered.
in demonstrating the mode of its conjunc-
tion. And when a certain person, named
Thaumasius, entered his school, for the
purpose of discussing general questions in
philosophy, and premised that he wished
to hear Plotinus explain the books that
were read in his school, but that he was
prevented by the questions and answers of
Por[i'hyry, Plotinus replied ; “ Unless we
dissolve the doubts of Porphyry, we shall
not be able to explain any thing in the
book which you wish us to make the sub-
ject of discussion.” He wrote as he spoké,
strenuously * and with abundance of intel-
lect. His style also is concnse, and abounds

more with profundlty of concept:on than

' In the original ovvropos; but from what follows, it is
evident that it should be ovyrovos,
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copiousness of words. “ He poured forth
many things, says Porphyry, under the
influence of inspiration ;- and was wonder-
fully affected with the subjects he discussed.
The latent dogmas of the Stoics.and Peris
patetics, are mingled .in his writings; and
he has condensed in them the metaphysics
of Aristotle. He was not ignorant of any
geometrical, arithmetical, mechanical,
" optical, or musical theorem, though he
never applied these sciences to practical
purposes. The commentaries of the
Platonic philosophers, Cronius, N umenids,l
Gaius, Atticus, &c.; as also.,of the Peri-
patetics, Aspasius, Alexander, Adrastus,
&c. were read in his school; but he bor-
rowed nothing whatever from these. For
"his conceptions were entirely his own, and
his theory was different from theirs. In

his investigations he exhibited the intellect
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of Ammonius. He was also rapidly filled
with what he read: and having in a few
words given the meaning of ‘a profound
theory, he arose. Having once read the
treatise of Longinus “ concerning princi
ples,” he said ¢ that Longinus was indeed
a philologist, but by no means a philoso-
pher.”™ When in the celebration of Plato’s
nativity, Porphyry recited a poem which he

called “ the Sacred Marriage,”" and a

* According to the Orphic theology as we learn from’
Proclus, that divinity who is the cause of stable power and,
sameness, the sopplier of being, and the first principle of
conversion to all things, is of a male characteristic ; but the
divinity which emits from itself all-various progressions,
separations, measures of life, and prolific powers, is feminine.
And a communication of energies hetween the two, was
denominated by’ this theology a sacred marriage. Proclus
adds, * that theologists at one time perceiving this com-
mu.ion .in co-ordinate Gods, ealled it the marriage of Jupi--
ter and Juno, Heaven and Earth, Saturn and Rhea. But at
another time surveying it in the conjunction of subordinate
with superior Gods, they called it the marriage of Jupiter
and Ceres. And at another, perceiving it in the union of
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certain person who was present observed
that” Porpbyry was mad, because many
things were said in- the_poem mystically
and latently, accompanied with a divine
afflatus, Plotinus openly exclaimed, * You
have shown yourself at the same time a
poet, a philosopher, and an hierophant.”
On a certain time too, aﬁ orator named
‘Diophanes read an apology, for the intoxi-
cated Alcibiades in- the Banquet of Plato,
endeavouring to prove that it was proper
for the sake of learning virtue, that the
lover should expose himself to the object
of his  attachment, and *not even refuse
venereal congress. But while he was reading

this licentious defence, Plotinus often rose

superior with inferior divinities, they denominated it the
marriage of Jupiter and Proserpine.” Vid. Procl. in Fim. et
in Parmenid. '
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from his seat, as if he would suddenly leave
the assembly ; but he restrained himself
till it was finished. However, when he left
the company, he desired Porphyry to con-
fute the oration. -But when Porphyry
requested the orator to lend him his
discourse for this purpose,and was refused,
he answered him from recollection, and
delivered his answer in the presence of the
same.auditors as had attended Diophanes.
On this occasion Plotinus was so delighted,

that he often repcated in the assembly.
% Thus write and you'll iluminate mankind.”*

_ Plotinus likewise applied himself to the

canons concerning ¢the stars; but’ not

' A line somewhat altered from Homer. ' The original is,

LaX' ovrws amey re gows Aavaoiae yernar.
ILIAD, 8. v. 282.
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according to a very mathematical mode.
That is, we may presume, he very little
regarded the calculation. of eclipses, or
measuring . the distance of the sun. and
moon froum the earth, or determining the
magnitudes and velocities of the planets.
For he considered employments of this
kind, as more the province of the mathe-
matwnan, than of the profound and intel-
lectual philosoplier. The mathematical
sciences are indeed the proper means of
acquiring wisdom, but they. ought 'ncy'er to
be consideréd as its end. They are the
bridge as it were between.sense and
intellect, by which we may safely ‘pass
through the night of oblivion, over the dark
and stormy ocean of matter, to the lucid
- regions of the intelligible world.. And he
who is desirous of returning to his true
Plot. e
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.country, will speedily pass over this bridge
without making any needless delays in his
‘passage. But be more accurately investi-
gated the docttine of Astrologers about the
iofluences of the stars, and not finding their
predictions to be certain, he frequently
confuted them in his writings. '

- At that time there were many Christians
‘and others, who forsaking the ancient
‘phiiosophers - hecame the followers of
Adelphius  and . Aquifinus.c "These men
pnsseesed mar;y' writings of Alexander
Libyeus, Philocomus, Demostratus, and
Lydus ; and openly exhibitéd certain
revelations of Zorouster, Zostrianus, Nico-
theus, Allogenes, Mecsus; and others: of a
" like kind. They ilso deteived mmany, and

were ‘themselves ‘deccived, asserting that
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Plato had by po means penetrated the
depth - of an intelligible essence, On this
occasion, ,P_lotinus urged many arguments in
his conferences aguinst these impostors, and
composed a treatige in qonfuta_tion' of their
tenets, which Porphyry inscribed * agains¢
the qustics.f’ . But Amelius wrate forty
books against the treatise of Zostrianus;
and Porphyry showed by g yariety. of argu-
ments that the book which they attributed
to Zayoaster was sptiri.ws and recent, and -
was fabricated by the propagators of the
heresy, in order that . their gpinions . might
pass for the genvioe dogmas of the ancjent
Zoroaster..

Porpliyry farther informs us, that some
Greceks. falsely accused Plotinus of being a
plagiary of the doctrines of Numenjus;
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which calumny Tryphon, a Stoic and Pla-
‘tonist, told to Amelius. On this occasion
Amelius wrote a treatise, inscribed by
Porphyry, on the difference between the
dogmas of Plotinus and Numenius, which he
dedicated to Porphyry. Each of the books
indeed of this truly great man bears such
evident marks of original thought and
singular - depth, the execution in each is so
similar, and the conceptions so uncom-
monly abstruse, that no one can under-
stand his meaning, and believe him indebted
to the labours of others. Porphyry adds,
that he was likewise considered by many
as a mere trifler, and treated with contempt,
because, says he, tliey could by no means
’understand what he said. Besides, the
gnannérs of Plotinus con_tributéd to produce

and increase this disdain. For he was
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foreign from all sophistical cstentation and
pride; and conducted himself, in the com-
pany of disputants, with the same freedom
and ease as in his familiar discourses.
With the superficial and-the vain indeed,
haughty _carfiage and severe aspect are
considered as the badges of. wisdom ; but
nothing in reality is more foreign from its
possession. For true wisdom when it is
deeply possessed, gives affability and
modesty to the manners, illumines the
countenance with a divine serenity, and
diffuses over the whole external form an
air of diguity and ease. Add to this, that
Plotinus' did not hastily disclose to every
one the syllogistic necessities which were
latent in his discourse. ¢ The same thing,”
says Porphyry, “ bappened to me, when T
first heard Plotinus. On which account I
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against him, and striving to " show
that intellections are esternal to inteliect.”
But after the writings of Porphyry on this
subject ‘were read to Plotinus, he said
smiling: “ It must’ be your employment,
Amelius, to dissolve these doubts, occa-
sioned by his ignorance of our opinion.”
After Amelius, therefore, had composed no
small treatise against the t;bjections of Por-
phyry,and Porphyryhad again contradicted
his writings,and was once more answered by
Amelius ;  « At ‘length,” says Porphyry,
“having scarcely after all these attempts

fathomed the depth * of Plotinus, I

"' % If therefore a man of such great sagacity and penctra-
tion as Porphyry, aud whe from the period in which be lived
.possessed advantages with respect to the attainment of phi-
lvsophy which are denied to every ﬁ:odem,' foend so much
diticulty in fathoming the profundity of Platinus, theze must
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changed my opinion, wrotea recantation
of my error, which I recited in his ;chool_ i
considered the books of Plotinus ever after,
as, most worthy of belief, and . excited my
master to the ambition of disclosing  his,
opinions’ inea more particular and copions
manner.”

The testimony-of the celebrated Longinua
also eoncerning our philgsopher, sufficiently.
evinces his uncominon  ¢xcellence . and;

necessarily be very few at present by whom this cas be
accomplished. Let no one therefore .deceive himself by
fancying that he can understand the writings of Plotinus by
barely reading them. For as the subjects which he dis¢usses
are for the most part the objects of intellect aloue, to, ugden-
stand them is to see.tjne'm, and to see them is to come into
contact with them. But this is only to be accomplished by
long familiatity with, and @ life conformable to the things
themselves. For tllen, as Phto says, * a light as if leaping
from a fire, will on a sudden be enkindled in the soul, and
will then itself nourish itself.” Sce Plato’s 7th Epistle:
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worth ; and in.the present age will proba-
bly be more esteemed than the eulogium
of Porphyry. In a letter, therefore, which
he wrote to’ Porphyry desiring him to
come from Sicily into Pheenicia where he
resided, and to bring with him* the books
of Plotinus, he writes among other things,
as follows : “ These books (meaning those
written by Plotinus) "are‘ not moderately
faulty, so that I have no means of using
them, though I desire above measure to
inspect what Plotinus' has written on the
soul, and on being.” And again, “ Do not
send these books but bring them with you,
and not these alone, but any others which
may have escaped the notice of Amelius.
For why should I not inquire with the
greatest diligence after the writings qf this

man, sinee they deserve the highest honor
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and veneration ? This indeed I have always
signified to you, both when present and
absent, and when you resided at Tyre, that
I could not understand mény of the-hypo-
theses of the books of Plotinus; but that I
transcendensly ‘loved and reverenced the
manncr of his writing, the density of his
sonceptions, and -the very philosophic disposi-
tion of his questions. And indeed I judge
that the investigators of truth ought
only to compare the books of Plotinus with
the most excellent works” )

‘This testimony of Longinus is the more
remarkable, as, prior to this, he had for a
long time despised our philosopher, through
the ignorant aspersions of others. The
wonderful genius of Plotinus, was indeed

so concealed under the garb of modesty,
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that before fame had announced his worth
it was only visible to a penetrating and
sagacious few. But Longinus, says Por-
phyry, thought the works of Plotinus which
he had received from Amelius. incorrect,
through the fault of the transcribers. Faor
if .any, the books. in the possession .of
Amnelius were correct, because they were
transeribed from the manuscripts of Plotis
nus. Porphyry has likewise preserved the
preface of a book composed by Longinus,
inscribed, “ Concerning the End,” and dedi.
cated to Plotinus and Amelius, in'the
course of which he says of our philosapher,
“ That Platinus, as it seems, has more
certainly explained- the Pythagoric. and
Platonic principles .than his predecessors.
For the writings of Numenius, Cronius,
Moderatus, and Thrasyltus, arc not to- be
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compared for accuracy in any part, with the
books of Plotinus on the same subjects.”

judgment must we form of the philosophic
taste of the present Qge, when we find that
the very name of Plotinus is known but to
a few, and his works scarcely to any? The
inference is obvious; let the reader draw
it and lament. But, says Porpbyry, if it
be reqilisité to employ the testimony of the
wise, who is wiser than. a God? than a
God who truly said of himself: -
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" The sands’ amount, the measures of the sea,
Tho’ vast the number, dre well known to me.
. 1 know the thoughts within the dumb conceal'd,
And words I hear by language unreveal’d.*

“ And this is no other than ‘Apollo, who,
when Amelius inquired of his oracle whither
the soul of Plotinus had migrated, answered

as follows :

To strains immortal full of heav'nly fire,

My lurp I tune well strung with vocal wire ;
Dear to divinity a friend 1 pmse,

Who claims those notes a God alone can raise. -
For him a God in verse mellifiuous sings,’

'And beats with golden rod the warbling strings.
Be present Muses, and with general voice

And all the powers of harniony rejoice ; °

' In the ongmal
Odda & ey Yappov r' cpcO;uv, xat ;wrpc Gaxaeens,
Kat cxwpov fuvingu, xas ov Aakeoyros axova.
And this is the first part of the celebrated oracle given to
Creesus, as related by Herodotus. ’
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Let all the measures of your art be try’'d

In rapt’rous sounds, as when Achilles dy’d.

When Homer’s melody the band inspir'd,

And god-like furies every bosom fird. -

And lo! the scred choir of Miises join, '
And in one general hyma their notes-combine. -

I Phaebus in the midst, to whom belong

The sacred pow'rs of verse, begin the song.
Genius sublime ! onoe bound in mortal ties,

A dzmon now and' more than mortali wise,
Freed from those members that with deadly weight
And stormy whirl enchain’d thy soul of late;

O’et Life's rough ocean thou hast gain’d that shore,
Where storms molest and change impairs no more ;
And struggling thro’ its deeps with vig'rous mind,
Pass'd the dark stream, and left base souls behingd.
Plac’'d wheze 0o darkness ever can obscure,
Where nothing enters sensual and impure ;

Where shines eternal God’s unclouded ray,

And gilds the realms of intellectual day. .

Oft merg’d in matter, by strong leaps you try’d -
To bound aloft, and cast its folds aside ;

To shun the bigter stream of sanguine life, .

Its whirls of sorrow, and its storms of strife.

While in the middle of its baist'rous waves

Thy soul robust, the deep’s deaf tumult braves ;
Oft beaming from the Gods thy piescing sight
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Beheld in paths oblique a sacred light «

Whence rapt from sense with energy divine,
Before thide eyes immortal splendors shine ;
Whose plenteous rays in derkwess most profeund, .
Thy steps directed and illumin’d romnd. , = . -
Nor was the vision like the dreams of slesp,

But seen while vigilant you brave thie deep;
‘While from your eyes you shake the glaom of night,
The glorious prospects busst upeu yous sght; .
Prospects beheld but rarely by the wiee,

Tho' men divibe and fav'rites of the skies.

But now set free from the lethargic folds,

By which th indiguant soul dark matter holds;
The natal bonds deserted, mow you spar,

And rank with demon forms a man no more. .
In that blest realm where love and friendship reign,
And pleasures ever dwell uamixt with pain ;
Where streams ambrosial in immortal course
Irriguous flow, from deity their source.

No dark'ning clouds those happy skies assuil,

And the calm zther kapws no stormy gale.
Supremely. blest thy lofty soul shides,

Where Minos and his brother judge presides ;
Just ZEacus and Plato the divine,

And fair Pythag’ras there exalted shine ;

With other souls who form the general choir

Of love imniortal, and of pure desire ;
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And who ‘one common station are assign'd,
. With genii of the most exalted kind.

" Thrice happy thou ! who, life’s long labors past,

With boly dsemons dost reside at last; '
From body i¢osen’d and from ‘cares at rest,

Thy life most stable, and diyine ghy feast.

Now ev'ry Muse who for Plotinus sings,

Here cease with me to tuge the vocal wtrings ;

For thus my golden harp, with art divine,

Has told—Plotinus! endless bliss is thine.

- According to this oracle then,”says :
Porphyry, ¢ Plotinus was worthy and mild;
gentle and endearing, and such as we truly
found him to be. It also asserts that he
was vigildnt, that he had a pure soul, and
that he was always tending to divinity,
which he most- ardently loved. Likewise
that he endeavoured with all his iight to
emerge from the bitter waters of this san-
guine life. Hence, when by the assistance

of this divine light he had frequently
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raised himself by his conceptions to the _
first God who is beyond intellect,' and by
employing for this pﬁrpose the paths
narrated by Plato in the Banquet, the
supreme dmmty appeared to him, who has
neither any form nor idea, but is established
above intellect and every mtellngnble ; to
whom also I Porphyry say that I once
approached, and was united, when T was
sixteright years of age. The mark, there-
fore, at which all his endeavours aimed,
appeared to Plotinus to be near. * For the
end and scope with bim consisted in ap-
- proximating and being united to the God
who is above all things. But he four times
obtained this end while I was with him,

™. rov vov is omitted in the original; but both the sense
and the version of Ficinus render the insertion of it neces-
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and this by an ineffable enexgy, and not in
capacity. 'The oracle also adds, that while
Plotinus was wandering [on the sea of life]
the Gods frequently directed him into the
r‘nghf path, by bénignantly extending to him
abundant rays of divine light; so that he
may be said to have composed his works
from the contemplation and intuition of
divinity. But from a vigilant internal and
external conteniplation, he is said by the
oracle to have seen many beautiful specta- .
cles, which no other philosopher has easily
beheld. For merely human contemplation
may indeed have various degges of excel-
lence, but when compared with divine
knowledge, though it may be elegant and
pleasing, yet cannot fathom a' depth, such
as is penetrated by the Gods. Hitherto
the oracle has shown what were the energies
Plot. - f
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of Plotinus, and what he obtained, while
surrounded with body. But after his libe-
ration from body, it declares that he arrived
at the divine society, where friendship, pure
desire, joy and love, suspended from deity,
perpetually reign. Besides this, it also
says that the sons of God, Minos, Rhada-
manthus, and Aacus, are-the judges - of
souls ; and that Plotinus departed to these,
not for the purpose of receiving their
decisions of his conduct, but to enjoy their
conversation, with whom also other Gods
of the most excellent kind associate. It
further says that Plato and Pythagoras
likewise reside here, together with such
other souls as stably form the choir of
immortal love; and that the most blessed
demons have here fixed their abode. And
in the last place it adds, that the life of this
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divine society is ever flourishing, and full of
Joy, and perseveres in perpetuity of bliss
through the beneficent communications of
the Gods.”

And thus much for the life of Plotinus,
who was a philosopher pre-eminently distin-
guished for the strength and profundity of
his intellect, and the purity and elevation

~of his life. He was a being wise without
the usual mixture of human darkness, and
great without the general combination of
human weakness and imperfection. He
seems to have left the orb of light solel y for
the benefit of mankind ; that he might
teach them how to repair the ruin contract-
ed by their exile from good, and how to
return to their true country, and legitimate.

kindred and allies. I do not mean that he
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descended into mortality, for the purpose
of unfolding the sublimest truths to the
vulgar part of mankind; for this would

have been a vain and ridiculous attempt ;*

' In every class of beings in the universe (as I have else-
where observed) there is a first, a middle, and alast, in order
that the progression of things may form one unbroken chain,
originating from deity, and terminating in matter. In con-
sequence of this connexion, one part of the human species
naturally coalesces, through transcendency, with beings of
an order superior to man ; another part, through diminution,
unites with the brutal species; and a third. part, which sub-
sists as the connecting medium between the other two,
possesses those properties which characterize human nature
in a manner not exceeding but exactly commensurate to the
condition of i:umanity. The first of these parts, from its
surpassing excellence, consists of a small number of mankind.
That which subsists as the middle, is numerous. But that
which ranks as the last in gradation, is composed of a count-
less multitude,

¢ Thick as autumnal leaves that strow the brooks
In Vallombrosa.”

In consequence of this beautiful gradation, the most subor-
dinate part of mankind are ouly to be benefited by good
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since the eyes of the multitude, as Plato
justly observes, are not strong enough to
look to truth. But he came as a guide to
the few who are born with a divine destiny ;
(8esz pospz) and are struggling to gain the
lost region of light, but know not how to
break the fetters by which they are detained:
who are impatient to leave the obscure

cavern of sense, where all is delusion and

rulers, laws, and customs, through which they become peace-
able members of the communities in which they live, and
make a proficiency, as Maximus Tyrius well observes, not
by any accession of good, but by-a diminution of evil.
Hence the present efforts to enlighten by education the lowest
class of mankind is an attempt to break the golden chain of
beings, to disorganise society, and to render the vulgar dis-
satisfied with the servile situations in which God and nature
iutended them to be placed. In short, it is an attempt cal-
culated to render life intolerable, and knowledge contemp-
tible, to subvert all order, introduce anarchy, render super-
stition triumphant, and restore, in the language of Pope, the

throne of
— Night primsval and of Chaos old.”
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shadow, and to ascend to the realms of

intellect, where all is substance and reality.

This very extraordinary man also appears
to have been the first of the Platonic
philosophers, who clearly and distinctly
asserted the subsistence of the three hypos-
tases that rank as principles (apyixas vroora-
oag) viz. the good, intellect, and soul, and
who demonstrated that there can be neither
more nor less than these. But these three
are thus denominated, because they are not
consubsistent ; and they are not consub-
sistent, because they are essentially different
from each other. For accordiﬁg to Plato
the good is superessential ; intellect is an
umpartible, immoveable essence ; and soul
is a self-motive essence, and subsists as a

medium between intellect and the nature
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which is distributed about bodies." By no
means therefore is the Platonic the same
with the Christian trinity, as the advocates
for the latter have ignerantly and idly
supposed. For the good or the highest God
according to Plato being so perfectly
exempt from all multitude, that he is even
beyond essence, is not to be connumerated
with any thing, or to be co-arranged with
the second and third principlesin the above-
mentioned or any other triad. Indeed,
according to the philosophy of Plato, as 1
have elsewhere shown, in every order of

' See my translation of Proclus’ Elements of Theology,
where all this is shown by geometrical mecessities to be
true. See also the Gth book of the Republic of Plato, in
which Socrates clearly asserts that the good is'spperessential;
and the Timwzus, in which the difference between intellect
and soul is mast clearly indicated. See likewise the notes

on the 3d Epistle of Plato in Vol. V. of my translation of his

works.
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things a triad is the immediate progeny
. of a monad. Hence the intelligible triad
proceeds immediately from the ineffable
principle of things. Phanes, or intelligible
intellect, who is the last of the intelligible
order, is the monad, leadér, and producing
cause of a triad, which is denominated
vyoros xas vospog, 1. €. intelligible, and at the
same time intellectual. In like manner the
extremity of this order produces immedi-
ately from itself the intellectual triad,
Saturn, Rhea, and Jupiter. Again, Jupiter,
who is also the demiurgus, is the monad of
the supermundane triad. Apollo, who
subsists at the extremity of the supermﬁn-
dane order, produces a triad of liberated
Gods.  (Gsos amorvror.) And the extremity

of the liberated order becomes the monad
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of a triad of mundane Gods." This theory
too, which is the p'rogény of the most con-
suminate science, is in perfect conformity
with the theology of the Chaldeeans. And
hence it is said in one of their bmcles,
“In every world a triad shines forth, of
whick a monad s the ruling prineiple.”
(wavrs yap o xospn Aapxe Tpiag, 18 povag apyes.)

This likewise appears to be the peculi-
arity of the philosophy of Plotinus, that it
considered all the above-mentioned orders,
all true beings that are superior to soul, and
the multiform variety of ideas, or paradigms
of things, as comprehended in one supreme
intellect, which it denominates the intelli-

gible world, and as there subsisting in

impartible union, without any specific

' See my translation of Proclus on the Theology of
Plato,
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distinction. Hence Plotinus was more
anxiously employed in profoundly investi-
gating the nature of this divine world, than
in scientifically unfolding the order of the
Beings it contains. Indeed, his genius on
every subject seems to have -been more
adapted to an intimate perception of the
occult essence of a thing, than to an expla-
nation of its gradual evolution, and a
description of the mode ofits participations.
However, though he did not develope the
more particular progressions of true beings,
yet he inserted the principles of this sub-
lime investigation in his writings ; and laid
the foundation of that admirable and
beautiful system, which was gradually
revealéd by succeeding Platonists, and at

last received its perfection by the acute,
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accurate, and elegant genius of Proclus.'

' The following beautiful extract from the treatise of
Plotinus, * On intelligible beauty,” is a specimen of his
manner of surveying all things, as subsisting without specific
distinction in one supreme intellect. The whole of the
extract likewise is the result of »oepa erif30An, or intuition
through the projecting energies of intellect. ““All the Gods
are venerable and beautiful, and their beauty is immense.
What else however is it but intellect through which they are
such? and because intellect energizes in them in so great a
degree as to render them visible [by its light.]? For it is not
because their bodies are beautiful. For those Gods that
have bodies, do not through this derive their subsistence as
Gods ; but these also are Gods through iutellect. For they
are not at one time wise, and at another destitute of wisdom ,
but they are always wise, in an impassive, stable, and pure
intellect. They likewise know all things, not human concerns
[precedaneously] but their own, which are divine, and such
as intellect sees. Of the Gods however, those that are in
the sensible heaven, for they abound in leisure, alwa.ys
contemplate, as -if remotely, what the illulligible heaven
contains, and this with an elevated head. But those that
dwell in the latter, occupy the whole of the heaven® which

* The heaven which Plotinus here celebrates as the same with the
intelligible world, and the supreme intellect, belongs, accuraicly
speaking, to that divine order which is deuominated by the Chaldean
theologists vonrog xas vosgos, intelligible and at the same time intellectual,

and is beautifully unfolded by Preclus in his 4th book On the Theology
of Plato.
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I.shall only add, with respect to the

is there, and survey [its blessed] inhabitants. For all thi;zgs
there are heaven, and there the earth is heaven, as also
are the sea, animals, plants, and men. And in short, every
thing pertainiug to that heaven is celestial. The Gods
likewise that it contains do not think men undeserving of
their regard, nor any thing else that is there [because every
thing there is divine.”] And they occupy and pervade with-
out ceasing the whole of that [blissful] region. For the life
which is there is unattended with laboer, and truth [as Plato
says in the Phadrus] is their generator, and nutriment, their
essence and nurse. They likewise see all things, not those
with which generation, but those with which essence is pre-
sent. And they perceive themselves in others. For all
things there are diaphanous; and nothing is dark and
resisting, but every thing is apparent to every one internally
and throughout. For light every where meets with light ;
since every thing contains all things in itself, and again sees -
all things in another. So that all things are every where,
and all is all. Each thing likewise is every thing. And the
splendor there is infinite. For every thing there is great,
since even that which is small is great. The sun too which
is there is all the stars: and again each star is the sun and all

the stars. In each, however, a different property predomi-

* From the version of Ficinus it appears that the words ori xay v
Oucv, are omitted in the original.
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nates, but at the same time all things are visible in each,
Motion likewise there is pure ; for the motion is not con-
founded by a mover different from it. Permanency also
suffers no change of its nature, because it is not mingled with
the unstable. And the beautiful there is beautiful, because
it does not subsist in beauty [as in a subject.] Each thing too
is there establ}shed, not as in a foreign land, but the seat of
each thing is that which each thing is; and concurs with it,
while it proceeds as it were on high from whence it origina-
ted. * Nor is the thing itself different from the place in which
it subsists. For the subject of it is intellect, and it is itself
intellect. Just as if some one should conceive that stars
germinate from the light of this visible heaven which is
luminous. In this sensible region therefore, one part is not
produced from aunother, but each part is alone a part. But
there each part always proceeds from the whole, and is at
the same time each part and the whole. For it appears
indeed as a part; but by him whose sight is acute, it will be
seen as a whole; viz. by him whose sight resembles that
which Lynceus is said to have possessed, and which pene-
trated the interior parts of the earth; the fable obscurely
indicating the acuteness of the vision of supernal eyes. There
is likewise no weariness of the vision which is there, nor any
plenitude of perception which can bring intuition to an end.
For neither was there any vacuity, which when filled might
cause the visive energy to cease: nor is this one thing, but
that another, 3o as to occasion a part of one thing not to be
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treatise of Synesius' On Providence, that
the extracts which are given from it in this
volume, contain, as it appears to me, indu-
bitable proofs that it was written by him
while he was a Platonic philosopher and a
heathen. This however I leave to the

decision of the intelligent reader. Suidas

amicable with that of another. Whatever likewise is there,
possesses an untamed and unwearied power. And that
which is there insatiable is so, because its plenitude never-
causes it to despise that by which it is filled. For by seeing
it more abundantly sees, and perceiving both itself and the
objects of its perception to be infinite, it follows its own
nature [in unceasing contemplation.] And life indeed is not
wearisome to any one, when itis pure. Why, therefore,
should that which leads the most excellent life be weary?
But the life there is wisdom; a wisdom not obtained by a
reasoning process, because the whole of it always was, and
is not in any respect deficient, so as to be in want of investi-
gation. But it is the first wisdom, and is not derived from

another.”
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