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I N T R O D U C T I O N 

T o 

T H E P A R M E N I D E S . 

I T was the cuftom of Pythagoras and his followers, nmongft whom Plato 
holds the moft diftinguifhed rank, to conceal divine myfteries under the veil 
of fymbols and figures ; to difTemble their wifdom againft the arrogant boaft-
ings of the Sophifts ; to jeft ferioufly, and fport in earneft. . Hence, in the 
following moft important dialogue, under the appearance of a certain dia
lectic fport, and, as it were, logical difcuffion, Plato has delivered a complete 
fyftem of the profound and beautiful theology of the Greeks. For it is not 
to be fuppofed that he, who in all his other dialogues introduces difcuftions 
adapted to the character of the principal fpeaker, mould in this dialogue 
deviate from his general plan, and exhibit Parmenides, a venerable and aged 
philofopher, engaged in the puerile exercife of a merely logical difputation. 
Befides, it was ufual with the Pythagoreans and Plato to form an harmonious 
conjunction of many materials in one fubjedt, partly in imitation of nature, 
and partly for the fake of elegance and grace. Thus, in the Phaxlrus, Plato 
mingles oratory with theology; in the Timseus, mathematics with phyfics; 
and in the prefent dialogue, dialectic with divine fpeculations. 

But the reader muft not fuppofe that the dialectic of Plato is the lame 
with vulgar dialectic, which is converfant with opinion, and is accurately 
invcftigated in Ariftotle's Topics: for the builnefs of this firft of fciences, 
which at prefent is utterly unknown, is to employ definitions, divifions, ana-
lyfations, and demonftrations, as primary fciences in the investigation of 
caufes ; imitating the progreflions of beings from the firft principle of things, 
and their continual converfion to it, as the ultimate object of defire. " But 
there are three energies," fays Proclus "of this moft fcientific method : 

1 In MSS. Comment, in Parmenidem, lib. i. 
B 2 the 
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the firft of which is adapted to youth, and is ufeful for the purpofe of routing 
their intellect, which is, as it were, in a dormant ftate; for it is a true exer-
cife of the eye of the foul in the fpeculation of things, leading forth through 
oppofite pofitions the eflential impreffion of reafons which it contains, and 
confidering not only the divine path, as it were, which conducts to truth, 
but exploring whether the deviations from it contain any thing worthy of 
belief; and, laftly, ftimulating the all-various conceptions of the foul. But 
the fecond energy takes place when intellect refts from its former inveftiga-
tions, as becoming moft familiar with the fpeculation of beings, and beholds 
truth itfelf firmly eftablifhed upon a pure and holy foundation. And this-
energy, according to Socrates, by a progreflion through ideas, evolves the 
whole of an intelligible nature, till it arrives at that which is firft; and this 
by arialyfing, defining, demonftrating, and dividing, proceeding upwards 
and downwards, till, having entirely inveftigated the nature of intelligibles„ 
it raifes itfelf to a nature fuperior to beings. But the foul being perfectly 
eftablifhed in this nature, as in her paternal port, no longer tends to a more 
excellent object of defire* as fhe has now arrived at the end of her fearch : 
and you may fay that what is delivered in the Phredrus and Sophifta is the 
employment of this energy, giving a twofold divifion to fome, and a four
fold to other operations of the dialectic art; and on this account it is afligned 
to fuch as philofophize purely, and no longer require preparatory exercife,, 
but nourifh the intellect of their foul in pure intellection. But the third 
energy, which is exbibitive according to truth, purifies from twofold igno
rance when its reafons are employed upon men full of opinion ; and this is 
fpoken of in the Sophifta." So that the dialectic energy is triple, either 
fubufting through oppofite arguments* or alone unfolding truth, or alone 
confuting falfehockL 

Parmenides by means of this dialectic perfects the conceptions of Socrates 
about ideas. For, as Proclus well obferves, the mode of difcourfe is every 
where obftetric, but does not confute ; and is explorative, but not defenfivc 
But it differs, confidered as fometimes proceeding from on high to fuch 
things as are laft, and fometimes afcending from fenfible particulars to fuch 
reafons as are accommodated to divine caufes; but, according to each of 
thefe, it elevates Socrates, calls forth his native conceptions concerning 
ideas, and caufes them to poftefs an expanded diftinction. And in this re-

f p c c \ 
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fpect, fays Proclus, Parmenides truly imitates the paternal caufe of the uni-
verfality of things, who from the fupreme hypoftafis of all beings, preferves 
and perfects all things, and draws them upwards by his unknown and in
effable powers. 

With refpecl to the dramatic apparatus of this dialogue, it is necefTary to 
obferve, that the Athenians had two feftivals. in honour of Minerva; the 
former of which, on account of the greater preparation required in its cele
bration, was called the greater Panathenaia; and the latter, on account of 
its requiring a lefs apparatus, was denominated the lejfer Panathenaia. The 
celebration of them, likewife, was diftinguifhed by longer and fhorter periods 
of time. In confequence, therefore, of the greater fefKval taking place, 
facred to Minerva, Parmenides and Zeno came to Athens, Parmenides being 
the mailer, and Zeno his difciple ; but both of them Eleateans—and not 
only this, fays Proclus, but partakers of the Pythagoric doctrine, according 
to the relation of Callimachus the hiftorian. Parmenides and Zeno, there
fore, in a place called the Ceramicus, beyond the walls of the city, and 
which was facred to the flatues of the Gods, met with one Pythodorus, toge
ther with Socrates and many other Athenians, who came thither for the 
purpofe of hearing the writings of Zeno. The enfuing dialogue, which was 
the confequence of Zeno's difcourfe, was afterwards related by Pythodorus 
to one Antiphon, the brother on the mother's fide of Adimantus and Glaucus, 
who were the brothers of Plato, both from the fame father and mother; and 
the dialogue is fuppofed to be again related by Antiphon to Cephalus and 
his companions, in confequence of their lbliciting Adimantus and Glaucus 
to requefl Antiphon for the narration, 

Zeno, therefore, having read to the audience a book, in which he en̂  
deavoured to exhibit the difficulties attending the doctrine which aflerts the 
exiflence of the many, and this in order to defend the favourite dogma of 
Parmenides, who called being, the one; Socrates by no means oppofes his 
arguments, but readily admits the errors which rauft enfue from fuppo-
fing multitude to exift, without participating the one. However, Socrates 
does not red: here, but urges Zeno to a fpeculation of the one and the unities 
which fubfift in intelligible natures, not enduring to dwell on the contem
plation of the one which feniibles contain : and this leads him to the invefti-
gation of ideas in which the unities of things refide. After this Parmenides, 

9 not 
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not in the lead contradicting Socrates, but completing the contemplation 
which he had begun, unfolds the entire doctrine of ideas, introducing for 
this purpofe four queftions concerning them: whether they have a fubfift-
ence ; of what things there are ideas, and of what not; what kind of beings 
they are, and what power they ponefs : and how they are participated by 
fubordinate natures. And this being difcufTed, Parmenides afcends from 
nence to the me which fubfifts above intelligibles and ideas, and adduces nine 
hypothefes concerning it; five, fuppofing the one to have a fubfiftence, and 
four, fuppofing it not to fubfift ; accurately investigating, at the fame time, 
the confequences refulting from thefe hypothefes. But of this more here
after. 

With refped to ideas, though many invincible arguments may be adduced 
for their existence, the following appear to me remarkable for their perfpi-
cuity and Strength. Diverfity of powers always indicates diverfity of ob
jects. But it is obvious to every one, that the power of intellect is different 
from the power of fenfe ; that which is fenfible, therefore, is one thing, and 
that which is intelligible another. And as intellect is fuperior to fenfe, fo is 
intelligible more excellent than that which is fenfible. But that which is 
fenfible has an existence ; and by a much greater reafon, therefore, that 
which is intelligible muft have a real fubfiftence. But intelligible is a cer
tain univerfal fpecies ; for univerfal reafon is always the object of intelli
gence. And hence there are fuch things as intelligible and common fpecies 
of things which we call ideas. 

o 
Again, all corporeal natures fubfift in time ; but whatever fubfifts in 

time is meafured by time ; and whatever is thus conditioned depends on time 
for the perfection of its being. But time is compofed of the paft, prefent, 
and future. And if we conceive that any one of thefe periods is taken away 
from the nature with which it is connected, that nature muft immediately 
periSh. Time, therefore, is fo eflentially and intimately united with the 
natures which it meafures, that their being, fuch as it is, depends on the 
exiftence of time. But time, as is evident, is perpetually flowing, and this 
in the moft rapid manner imagination can conceive. It is evident, there
fore, that the natures to which it is fo eftential muft fubfift in a maimer 
equally tranlitory and flowing. As we cannot, therefore, affirm with propri
ety, of any part of time that it isy Since even before we can form the aflertion 

the 
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the prefent time is no more, fo with refpect to all corporeal natures (from 
their fubfiftence in time), before we can fay that they exift, they lofe all 
identity of being. And hence no one of them is truly that which it is faid to 
be. On the contrary, truth is eternal and immutable : for, if any one fhould 
aflert that truth is not, he aflerts this either truly or falfely ; but if falfely, 
there is fuch a thing as truth; and if truly, then it is true that there is no 
fuch thing as truth. But if it is truly affertea1, it can only be true through 
truth ; and, confequently, there is fuch a thing as truth, which muft alfo* 
be eternal and immutable. Hence, truth cannot fubfift in any thing mu
table ; for that which is fituated in a mutable nature is alfo changed in con
junction with it. But all corporeal natures are continually changed, and 
hence they are neither true, nor have a true exiftence. If, therefore, the 
forms of bodies are imperfect, they are not the firft forms; for whatever 
ranks as firft is perfect and entire, fince the whole reafon of every nature is 
eftablifhed in that which is firft. There are, therefore, certain forms above 
thefe, perfect, primary, and entire, and which are nt>t indigent of a 
fubject. 

But if the forms of bodies are not true, where do the true forms fubfift ? 
Shall we fay nowhere ? But in this cafe falfehood would be more powerful 
than truth, if the former pofTefTed, and the latter had no, fubfiftence. But 
this is impoftible. For that which is more powerful derives its power from 
truth ; fince, unlets it was truly more powerful, it would not be that which 
it is faid to be. But, indeed, without the prefence of truth, the forms which 
are faid to be falfe could not fubfift; for they would no longer be what thev 
are, unlefs it was true that they are falfe. True fpecies, therefore, have a 
fubfiftence fomewhere. But does not our foul poffefs truer fpecies than 
thofe which are the objects of fenfible infpection, by which it judges, con
demns, and corrects them, and underftands how far they depart from, and 
in what refpect they agree with, fuch forms as are true f But he who does 
not behold true forms, can by no means make a comparifon between them 
and others, and rectify the inaccuracy of the one by the accurate truth of 
the other. For the foul, indeed, corrects the vifibfe circle, when it does not 
touch a plane in one point only ; approves or condemns every artificial 
ftructure and mufical modulation ; and judges concerning the goodnefs or 
depravity, utility or detriment, beauty or deformitŷ  of every object in na

ture. 
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turc. • The foul, therefore, pofleffes truer forms, by which (he judges of 
corporeal natures. But neither are thefe forms in the foul firft forms, for 
they are movable ; and though not fubfifting in place, yet. they have a dif. 
curfive proceffion through the intervals of time. Nor do they always exift 
in energy ; for the foul does not always energize through them. Nor do 
they fubfift in a total but in a partial intellect. For as the foul is not total 
intellect, on account of its felf-motive nature, fo the intellect which is in 
•foul is not a total and firft intellect, but fuffers a remiflion of intellectual union, 
from its connection with the difcurfive energies of foul. There is, there-, 
fore, above foul, and that intellect which is a part of foul, a certain firft in
tellect, in itfelf entire and perfectly complete, in which the firft and moft 
true fpecies of all things are contained, and which have a fubfiftence inde
pendent of time, place, and motion. And this firft intellect is no other than 
that vital nature UVTO£UOV9 or animal itfelf, in which Plato in the Timâ us 
reprefents the artificer of the univerfe contemplating the ideas of things, 
and fabricating the machine of the world according to this all-beautiful 
exemplar. 

Again, the artificer of the univerfe muft be a God. Every God operates 
efTentially, or produces from his eflence that which he produces, becaufc 
this is the moft perfect mode of production. Every thing which operates 
efTentially produces an image of itfelf. He, therefore, who fabricated the 
univerfe, fabricated it an image of itfelf. But if this be the cafe, he contains 
in himfelf paradigmatically the caufes of the univerfe : and thefe caufes are 
ideas. To which we may add, that the perfect muft necefTarily antecede 
the imperfect; unity, multitude; the indivifible, the divifible; and that 
which abides perpetually the fame, that which fubfifts in unceafing muta
tion. From all which it follows, that things do not originate from bafer 
natures, but that they end in thefe; and that they commence from natures 
the molt perfect, the moft beautiful, and the beft. For it is riot poftible that 
our intellect fhould be able to apprehend things properly equal, fimilar, 
and the like, and that the intellect of the artificer of the univerfe fhould not 
contain in Itfelf the efTentially equal, juft, beautiful, and good, and, in fhort, 
every thing which has a univerfal and perfect fubiifteiice, and which, from 
its refidence in deity, forms a link of that luminous chain of fubftances to 
which we verv properly give the appellation of ideas. 

The 
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The following additional arguments in defence of the Platonic doctrine 
of ideas are given for the fake of the liberal and Platonic reader. The 
whole is nearly extracted from the MS. Commentary of Proclus on the 
Parmenides. 

This vifible world is either felf-fubfiftent, or it derives its fubfiftence from 
a fuperior caufe. But if it is admitted to be felf-fubfiftent, many abfurd 
confequences will enfue : for it is neceflary that every thing felf-fubfiftent 
mould be impartible ; becaufe every thing which makes and every thing 
which generates is entirely incorporeal. For bodies make through incor
poreal powers; fire by heat, and fnow by coldnefs. But if it is neceffary 
that the maker fhould be incorporeal, and in things felf-fubfiftent the fame 
thing is the maker and the thing made, the generator and the thing gene
rated, that which is felf-fubfiftent will be perfectly impartible. But the 
world is not a thing of this kind: for every body is every way divifible, 
and confequently is not felf-fubfiftent. Again : every thing felf-fubfiftent is 
alfo felf-energetic. For, as it generates itfelf, it is by a much greater 
priority naturally adapted to energize in itfelf, fince to make and to gene
rate are no other than to energize. But the world is not felf-motive, becaufe 
it is corporeal. No body, therefore, is naturally adapted to be moved, and at 
the fame time to move according to the whole of itfelf. For neither can the 
whole at the fame time heat itfelf, and be heated by itfelf; for, becaufe it is 
heated, it will not yet be hot, in confequence of the heat being gradually 
propagated through all its parts; but, becaufe it heats* it will poffefs heat, 
and thus the fame thing will be, and yet not be, hot. As, therefore, it is 
impofTible that any body can move itfelf according to internal change, 
neither can this be effected by any other motion. And, in fhort, every cor
poreal motion is more fimilar to paffion than to energy; but a felf-motivc 
energy is immaterial and impartible : fo that, if the world is corporeal, it 
will not be felf-motive. But, if not felf-motive, neither will it be felf-fub
fiftent. And if it is not felf-fubfiftent, it is evident that it is produced by 
another caufe. 

For, again, that which is not felf-fubfiftent is twofold, viz. it is either 
better than, or inferior to, caufe. And that which is more excellent than 
caufe *, as is the ineffable principle of things, has fomething pofterior to 

1 This is demonflratcd by Proclus in his Elements of Theology. 
V O L . I I I . C itfelf, 
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itfelf, fuch as is a felf-fubfiftent nature. But that which is fubordinate to 
caufe is entirely fufpended from a felf-fubfiftent caufe. It is necefTary, 
therefore, that the world fhould fubfift from another more excellent caufe. 
But, with refpect to this caufe, whether does it make according to free will 
and the reafoning energy, or produce the univerfe by its very elTence ? for, 
if according to free will, its energy in making will be unftable and ambi
guous, and will fubfift differently at different times. The. world, there
fore, will be corruptible : for that which is generated from a caufe moving 
differently at different times is mutable and corruptible. But, if the 
caufe of the univerfe operated from reafoning and inquiry in producing 
the world, his energy could not be fpontaneous and truly his own; but 
his effence would be fimilar to that of the artificer, who does not derive 
his productions from himfelf, but procures them as fomething adventitious 
by learning and inquiry. Hence we infer that the world is eternal, and 
that its maker produced it by his very effence ; for, in fhort, every thing 
which makes according to free will has alfq the effential energy. Thus, our 
foul, which energizes in many things according to free will, imparts at the 
fame time life to the body by its very effence, which life does not depend 
on our free will: for, otherwife, the animal from every adverfe circumftance 
would be diffolved, the foul on fuch occafions condemning its affuciatiou 
with the body. But not every thing which operates from its very effence 
has alfo another energy according to free will. Thus, fire heats by its very 
effence alone, but produces nothing from the energy of will; nor is thiŝ  
effected by fnow, nor, in fhort, by any body, fo far as body. If, therefore, 
the effential energy is more extended than that of free will, it is- evident 
that it proceeds from a more venerable and elevated caufe : and- this very 
properly ; for the creative energy of natures that operate from their very 
effence is unattended with anxiety. But it is efpecially necefTary to con
ceive an energy of this kind in divine natures ; fince we alfo then live more 
free from anxiety, and with greater eafe, when our life is divine, or accord
ing to virtue. If, therefore, there is a caufe of thi univerfe operating from 
his very elTence, he is that primarily which his production is fecondarily ; 
and that which he is primarily he imparts in a fecondary degree to his pro
duction. Thus, fire both imparts heat to fomething elie, and is itfelf hot; 
and foul imparts life, and pofTcfles life : and this reafoning will be found to 

be 
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be true in every thing which operates efTentially. The caufe of the uni
verfe, therefore, fabricating from his very effence, is that primarily which 
the world is fecondarily. But, if the world is full of all-Various forms, 
thefe will fubfift primarily in the caufe of the world : for it is the fame 
caufe which gave fubfiftence to the fun and moon, to man and horfe. Thefe, 
therefore, are primarily in the caufe of the world ; another fun befides.the 
apparent , another m a n , and , in a fimilar m a n n e r , every other form. There 
are, therefore, forms prior to fenfibles, and demiurgic caufes of the pheno
mena pre-fubfifting in the one caufe of the univerfe. 

But if any one fhould fay that the world has indeed a caufe, yet not pro
ducing, but final, and that thus all things are orderly difpofed with relation to 
this caufe, it is fo far well indeed, that they admit the good to prefide over 
the univerfe. But, it may be afked, whether does the world receive any 
thing from this caufe, or nothing according to defire ? for, if nothing, the 
defire by which it extends itfelf towards this caufe is vain. But if it receives 
fomething from this caufe, and this caufe not only imparts good to the 
world, but imparts it elTenlially, by a much greater priority, it will be the 
caufe of exiftence to the univerfe, that it may impart good to it efTentially ; 
and thus he will not only be the final, but the producing caufe of the univerfe. 

In the next place, let us direct: our attention to the phenomena, to things 
equal and unequal, fimilar and difTimilar, and all fuch fenfible particulars as 
are by no means truly denominated : for where is there equality in fenfibles 
which are mingled with inequality ? where fimilitude in things filled with 
diflimilitude? where the beautiful among things of which the fubject is bafe ? 
where the good in things in which there is capacity and the imperfect? Each 
of thefe fenfible particulars, therefore, is not that truly which it is faid to be : 
for, how can things, the nature of which confifts in the impartible and in pri
vation of interval, fubfift perfectly in things partible, and endued with in
terval? But our foul is able, both to conceive and generate things far more 
accurate and pure than the phasnomena. Hence, it corrects the apparent 
circle, and points out how far it falls fhort of the perfectly accurate. And 
it is c\ident that in fo doing it beholds another form more beautiful and 
more perfect than this: for, unlefs it beheld fomething more pure, it could 
not fay that this is not truly beautiful, and that is not in every refpect equal. 
If, therefore, a partial foul fuch as ours is able to generate and contemplate 

C4 in 
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in itfelf things more perfect than the phenomena, fuch as the accurate* 
fphere and circle, the accurately beautiful and equal, and, in a fimilar man
ner, every other form, but the caufe of the univerfe is neitfier able to gene
rate, nor contemplate, things more beautiful than the phenomena, how is 
the one the fabricator of the univerfe, but the other of a part of the univerfe? 
For a greater power is effective of things more perfect, and a more imma
terial intellect contemplates more excellent fpectacles. The maker of the 
world, therefore, is able both to generate and underftand forms much more 
accurate and perfect than the phenomena. Where, then, does he generate,, 
and where does he behold them ? Evidently, in himfelf: for he contemplates 
himfelf. So that, by beholding and generating himfelf, he at the fame time 
generates in himfelf, and gives fubfiftence to forms more immaterial and 
more accurate than the phenomena* 

In the third place, if there is ho caufe of the univerfe, but all things are 
from chance, how are all things coordinated to each other, and how do 
things perpetually fubfift ? And whence is it that all things are thus gene
rated according to nature with a frequency of fubfiftence ? for whatever 
originates from chance does not fubfift frequently, but feldom* But if there 
is one caufe, the fource of coordination to all things, and this caufe is igno
rant of itfelf, muft there not be fbme nature prior to this, which, by know
ing itfelf, imparts being to this caufe ? for it is impoflible that a nature 
which is ignorant fhould be more excellent than that which has a knowledge 
of itfelf. If, therefore, this caufe knows itfelf, it is evident that, knowing 
itfelf to be a caufe, it muft alfo know the things of which it is the caufe; 
fo that it will alfo comprehend the things which it knows. If, therefore, 
intellect is the caufe of the univerfe, it alfo coordinated all things to each 
other : for there is one artificer of all things. But the univerfe is various, 
and all its parts do not participate either of the fame dignity or order. Who 
is it then that meafures the dignity of thefe, except the power that gave 
them fubfiftence? Who diftributed every thing in a convenient order, and 
fixed it in its proper feat—the fun here, and there the moon, the earth 
here, and there the mighty heaven—except the being by whom thefe were, 
produced ? Who gave coordination to all things,, and produced one har
mony from all, except the power who imparted to every thing its effence and 
oature ? If, therefore, he orderly dilpofed all thbgs, he cannot be ignorant 
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of the order and rank which every thing maintains in the univerfe ; for to 
operate in this manner would be the province of irrational nature, and not 
of a divine caufe, and would be the characteriftic of neceffity, and not of 
intellectual providence. Since, if, intellectually perceiving himfelf, he knows 
himfelf, but knowing himfelf and the effence which he is allotted, he knows 
that he is an immovable caufe, and the object of defire to all things, he will 
alfo know the natures to which he is defirable: for he is not defirable from 
accident, but efTentially. He will therefore either be ignorant of what he is 
efTentially, or, knowing this, he will alfo know that he is the object of 
defire ; and, together with this, he will know that all things defire him, and 
what the natures are by which he is defired : for, of two relatives, to know-
one definitely, and the other indefinitely, is not the characteristic of fcience, 
and much lefs of intellectual perception. But, knowing definitely the things 
by which he is defired, he knows the caufes of them, in confequence of be
holding himfelf, and not things of a pofterior nature. If, therefore, he 
does not in vain pofTefs the caufes of all things, he muft neceflarily, accord
ing to them, bound the order of all things, and thus be of all things the im
movable caufe, as bounding their order by his very effence. 

But whether fhall we fay that, becaufe he defigned to make all things, he 
knew them, or, becaufe he underftands all things, on this account he gave 
fubfiftence to all things ? But if, in confequence of defigning to make all 
things, he knows all things, he will pofTefs inward energy, and a converfion 
to himfelf fubordinate to that which proceeds outwardly, and his knowledge 
of beings will fubfiit for the fake of things different from himfelf. But if 
this is abfurd, by knowing himfelf he will be the maker of all things. And, 
if this be the cafe, he will make things external fimilar to thofe which he 
contains in himfelf; for fuch is the natural order of things, that externally 
proceeding fhould be fufpended from inward energy, the whole world from 
the all perfect monad of ideas, and the parts of the vifible univerfe from 
monads which are feparated from each other. 

In the fourth place, we fay that man is generated from man, and from 
every thing its like. After what manner, therefore, are they generated ? 
for you will not fay that the generation of thefe is from chance i for neither 
nature nor divinity makes any thing in vain. But, if the generation of men 
is not from chance, whence is it ? You will fay, It is evidently from feed. 

Let 
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Let it then be admitted, that man is from feed ; but feed pofTefles productive 
powers in capacity, and not in energy. For, fince it is a body, it is not 
naturally adapted to pofTefs productive powers impartibly and in energy : 
for every where a fubfiftence in energy precedes a fubfiftence in capacity : 
fince, being imperfect, it requires the afliftance of fomething elfe endued with 
a perfective power. This fomething elfe you will fay is the nature of the 
mother ; for this perfects and fafhions the offspring by its productive powers. 
For the apparent form of the mother does not make the infant, but nature, 
which is an incorporeal power and the principle of motion. If, therefore, 
nature changes the productive powers of feed from capacity to a fubfiftence 
in energy, nature muft herfelf pofTefs thefe productive powers in energy. 
Hence, being irrational and without imagination, fhe is at the fame time 
the caufe of phyfical reafons. As the nature of man, therefore, contains, 
human productive powers, does hot alfo nature in a lion contain thofe of the 
lion; as, for inftance, the reafons or productive powers of the head, the 
hair, the feet, and the other parts of the lion ? Or, whence, on fhedding a 
tooth, does another grow in its place, unlefs from an inherent power which 
is able to make the teeth ? How, likewife, does it at the fame time make 
bone and flefh, and each of the other parts ? for the fame thing energizing 
according to the fame would not be able to fafhion fuch a variety of orga
nization. But does not nature in plants alfo pofTefs productive powers as well 
as in animals ? or (ball we not fay that, in thefe likewife, the order of gene
ration and the lives of the plants evince that they are perfected from orderly 
caufes ? It is evident, therefore, from the fame reafoning, that the natures 
of thefe alfo comprehend the apparent productive powers. Let us then 
afcend from thefe to the one nature of the earth, which generates whatever 
breathes and creeps on its furface, and which by a much greater priority 
contains the productive powers of plants and animals. Or whence the ge
neration of things from putrefaction ? (for the hypothefis of the experiment-
alifts is weak and futile.) Whence is it that different kinds of plants grow 
in the fame place, without human care and attention ? Is it not evident that 
it is from the whole nature of the earth, containing the productive powers 
of all thefe in herfelf? And thus proceeding, we fhall find that the nature 
in each of the elements and celeftial fpheres comprehends the productive 
powers of the animals which it contains. And if from the celeftial fpheres 

we 
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we afcend to the nature of the univerfe itfelf, we may alfo inquire refpecting 
this, whether it contains forms or not, and we (hall be compelled to confefs, 
that in this alfo the productive and motive powers of all things are contained : 
for whatever is perfected from inferior fubfifts in a more excellent and per
fect manner from more univerfal natures. The nature of the univerfe, there
fore, being the mother of all things, comprehends the productive powers of 
all things ; for, otherwife, it would be abfurd that art, imitating natural 
reafons, mould operate according to productive principles, but that nature 
herfelf mould energize without reafons, and without inward meafures. But, 
if nature contains productive principles, it is necelfary that there fhould be 
another caufe prior to nature, which is comprehenfive of forms; for nature 
verging to bodies energizes in them, juft as if we fhould conceive an artift 
verging to pieces of timber, and inwardly, by various operations, reducing 
them to a certain form : for thus nature, merged together with and dwell
ing in corporeal malfes, infpires them with her productive powers and with 
motion ; fince things which are moved by others require a caufe of this kind, 
a caufe which is properly irrational indeed, that it may not depart from 
bodies, which cannot fubfift without a caufe continually rending with them, 
but containing the productive powers of bodies, that it may be able to pre-
ferve all things in their proper boundaries, and move every thing in a conve
nient manner. Nature, therefore, belongs to other things, being merged 
in, or coordinated with, bodies. But it is requifne that the moft principal 
and proper caufe fhould be exempt from its productions : for, by how much 
more the maker is exempt from the thing made, by fo much the more per
fectly and purely will he make. And, in fhort, if nature is irrational, it 
requires a leader. There is, therefore, fomething prior to nature, whicft con
tains productive powers, and from which it is requilite that every thing in 
the world fhould be fufpended. Hence, a knowledge of generated natures 
will fubfift in the caufe of the world more excellent than the knowledge 

o 
which we pofTefs; fo far as this caufe not only knows, but gives fubfiftence 
to, all things ; but we pofTefs knowledge alone. But if the demiurgic caufe 
of the univerfe knows all things, if he beholds them externally, he will 
again be ignorant of himfeh, and will be fubordinate to a partial foul; but, 
if he beholds them in himfelf, he will contain in himielf all forms, intel*. 
lectual and gnoftic. 

In 



1 6 I N T R O D U C T I O N TO 

In the fifth place, things produced from an immovable caufe are im
movable and without mutation ; but things produced from a movable caufe 
are again movable and mutable, and fubfift differently at different times. If 
this be the cafe, all fuch things as are efTentially eternal and immutable muft 
be tKe progeny of an immovable caufe ; for, if from a movable caufe, they 
will be mutable ; which is impoffible. Are riot, therefore, the form of man 
and the form of horfe from a caufe, if the whole world fubfifts from a caufe ? 
From what caufe, therefore ? Is it from an immovable or from a movable 
caufe ? But if from a movable caufe, the human fpecies will fome time 
or other fail; fince every thing which fubfifts from a movable caufe ranks 
among things which are naturally adapted to perifh. We may alfo make 
the fame inquiry refpecTmg the fun and moon, and each of the ftars : for, 
if thefe are produced from a movable caufe, in thefe alfo there will be a 
mutation of effence. But if thefe, and all fuch forms as eternally fubfift in 
the univerfe, are from an immovable caufe, where does the immovable 
caufe of thefe fubfift ? For it is evidently not in bodies, fince every natural 
body is naturally adapted to be moved. It therefore fubfifts proximately in 
nature. But nature is irrational; and it is requifite that caufes properly fo 
called fhould be intellectual and divine. Hence, the immovable caufes of 
thefe forms fubfift primarily in intellect, fecondarily in foul, in the third gra
dation in nature, and laftly in bodies. For all things either fubfift appa
rently or unapparently, either feparate or infeparable from bodies; and if 
feparate, either immovably according to effence and energy, or immovably 
according to effence, but movably according to energy. Thofe things, there
fore, are properly immovable, which are immutable both according to effence 
and efiergy, fuch as are intelligibles ; but thofe pofTefs the lecond rank which 
are immovable indeed according to eflence, but movable according to 
energy, and fuch are fouls : in the third place, things unapparent indeed, 
but infeparable from the phenomena, are fuch as belong to the empire of 
nature; and thofe rank in the laft place which are apparent, fubfift in fen
fibles, and are divifible: for the gradual fubjection of forms proceeding as far 
as to fenfibles ends in thefe. 

In the fixth place, let us fpeculate after another manner concerning the 
fubfiftence of forms or ideas, beginning from demonftrations themfelves. 
For Ariftotle has proved in his Laft Analytics, and all fcientific men muft 
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confefs, that demonftrations are entirely from things which have a priority 
of fubfiftence, and which are naturally more honourable. But if the things 
from which demonftrations confift are univerfals, (for every demonftration is 
from thefe),—hence, thefe muft be caufes to the things which are unfolded 
from them. When, therefore, the aftronomer fays, that the circles in the 
heavens bifect each other, fince every greateft circle bifects its like, whether 
does he demonftrate or not ? For he makes his conclufion from that which 
is univerfal. But where (hall we find the caufes of this fection of circles in 
the heavens which are more univerfal than the circles? For they will not 
be in bodies, fince every thing which is in body is divifible. They muft, 
therefore, refide in an incorporeal effence ; and hence there muft be forms 
which have a fubfiftence prior to apparent forms, and which are the caufes 
of fubfiftence to thefe, in confequence of being more univerfal and more 
powerful. Science, therefore, compels us to admit that there are univerfal 
forms, which have a fubfiftence prior to particulars, are more efTential and 
more caufal, and from which the very being of particulars is derived. 

By afcending from motion we may alfo after the fame manner prove the 
exiftence of ideas. Every body from its own proper nature is alter-motive, 
or moved by another, and is indigent of motion externally derived. But the 
firft, moft proper and principal motion is in the power which moves the 
mundane wholes: for he pofleftes the motion of a mover, and body the 
motion of that which is moved, and corporeal motion is the image of that 
which pre-fubfifts in this power. For that is perfect motion becaufe it is 
energy ; but the motion in body is imperfect energy : and the imperfect de
rives its fubfiftence from the perfect. 

From knowledge alfo. we may perceive the neceffity of the fame conclu
fion. For laft knowledge is that of bodies, whether it be denominated 
fenfible or imaginable : for all fuch knowledge is deftitute of truth, and does 
not contemplate any thing univerfal and common, but beholds all things 
inverted with figure, and all things partiaL But more perfect knowledge is 
that which is without figure, which is immaterial, and which fubfifts by 
itfelf, and from itfelf; the image of which is fenfe, fince this is imperfect 
knowledge, fubfifting in another, and not originating from itfelf. If, there
fore, as in motion, fo alfo in knowledge and in life, that which participates, 
that which is participated, and that which is imparticipable, are different 

yoL. in. D from 
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from each other, thefe is alfo the fame reafoning with refpect to other forms. 
For matter is one thing, the form which it contains another, and frill different 
from either is the feparate form. For God and Nature do not make things 
imperfect which fubfift iu fomething different from themfelves, and which 
have an obfcure and dcbile exiftence.; but have not produced things perfect, 
and which fubfift from themfelves ; but by a much greater priority they have 
given fubfiftence to thefe, and from thefe have produced things which are 
participated by, and merged in, the darknels of matter. 

But if it be requifite fummarily to relate the caufe that induced the Pytha
goreans and Plato to adopt the hypothefis of ideas, we muft fay, that all 
thefe vifible natures, celeftial and fublunary, are either from chance, or fub
fift from a caufe. But that they fhould be from chance is impoffible : for 
things more excellent will fubfift in things fubordinate, viz. intellect, reafon, 
and caufe, and that which proceeds from caufe. To which we may add, as 
Ariftotle obferves, that prior to caufes according to accident, it is requifite 
that there fhould be things which have an effential fubfiftence; for the acci
dental is that in which the progreffions of thefe are terminated. So that a 
fubfiftence from caufe will be more antient- than a fubfiftence from chance, 
if the moft divine of things apparent are the progeny of chance. But if 
there is a caufe of all things, there will either be many unconjoined caufes, 
or one caufe; but if many, wc fhall not be able to aftign to what it is owing 
that the world is one, fince there will not be one caufe according to which 
all things are coordinated. It will alfo be abfurd to fuppofe that this caufe 
is irrational For, again, there will be fomething among things pofteriof 
better than the caufe of all things, viz. that which, being within the uni
verfe, and a part of the whole, operates according to reafon and knowledge, 
and yet derives this prerogative from an irrational caufe. But if this caufe 
is rational and knows itfelf, it will certainly know itfelf to be the caufe of 
all; or, being ignorant of this, it will be ignorant of its own nature. But 
if it knows that it is efTentially the caufe of the univerfe, it will alfo defi
nitely know that of which it is the caufe ; for, that which definitely knows 
the one will alfo definitely know the other. Hence, he will know every 
thing which the univerfe contains, and of which he is the caufe : and if this 
be the cafe, beholding himfelf, and knowing himfelf, he knows things pof-
terior to himfelf. By immaterial reafons, therefore, and forms, he knows 

the 
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the mundane reafons and forms from which the univerfe confifts, and the 
univerfe is contained in him as in a caufe feparate from matter. This, 
Proclus adds, was the doctrine of the Eleatic Zeno, and the advocates for 
ideas : nor did thefe men alone, fays he, form conceptions of this kind re-
fpecting ideas, but their doctrine was alfo conformable to that of the theo
logies. For Orpheus fays, that after the abforption of Phanes in Jupiter all 
things were generated: fince prior to this the caufes of all mundane natures 
fubfifled unitedly in Phanes, but fecondarily and with feparation in the 
demiurgus of the univerfe. For there the fun and the moon, heaven it
felf, and the elements, Love the fource of union, and in fhort all things, 
were produced : for there was a natural conflux, fays Orpheus, of all things 
in the belly of Jupiter. Nor did Orpheus flop here ; but he alfo delivered 
the order of demiurgic forms through which fenfible natures were allotted 
their prefent distribution. Proclus further adds : The Gods alfo have 
throught fit to unfold to mankind the truth refpecting ideas; and have de
clared what the one fountain is whence they proceed; where ideas firft fub
fift in full perfection; and how in their progreffion they aflimilate all things, 
both wholes and parts, to the Father of the univerfe. What Proclus here 
alludes to is the following Chaldaic Oracle: 

Novg iraipog sppoifycs vcv}crag att^oc^i @OV\YJ 

TlafjifjLOp^ovs itisocg' Trvjyrig h piug uTroiTioca-oti 

~E%s9opoV TTctTpoQev yap sqv fiovXvjTe T&Xog TS. 

AAA* i^pLo-Qr^av votpui nupi poipYfizurai 

ILig aXXag yospag' KO<ry,u) yap ava$j TroXvjJLopficp 

HpovQrj/tsv vospov TV7roy a<p9iioy, ov TLUTX Kocrpov 

l%vog smsiyopsvog ^op^Yjg JU,ST« xocrpog i(pav9r}9 

TlavToiaig i&tocig KsyJapiQ~p.svog, toy [jlioc TrviyYj, 

E£ is poiZoxjvTui ^pzpur^vai aXXai airX'spat, 

'Yrjyyvpsvai KO<ry>ou nvzpi vod^ao-iv, ai ivipi xoXirovg 

Tpc-p^aXsovg (r^nrcriv somv/at (Popc.ovTat, 

TptxTTovo-i 7rspi T u^Qi itapa o~%e$QV aXXi^ig aXXvj 

Hvvotai vospui Trqyyjg warping utto, rrroXv 

Apano^ivai vrvpog avQog OIKOI^tov %povov, axjjLV, 

hp%syoyGvg 3sag 7rpwT*j ftarpog zCXvos Tag h 

AvTOTiXyjg 7z 

d 2 i. e. « The 
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i. e. " The intellect of the Father made a crafhing noife, understanding 
with unwearied counfel omniform ideas. But with winged Speed they 
leaped forth from one fountain: for both the counfel and the end were from 
the Father. In confequence, too, of being allotted an intellectual fire, 
they are divided into other intellectual forms: for the king previoufly 
placed in the multiform world an intellectual incorruptible impreffion, the 
veftige of which haftening through the world, caufes it to appear inverted 
with form, and replete with all-various ideas of which there is one fountain. 
From this fountain other immenffe distributed ideas rum with a crafhing 
noife, burfting forth about the bodies of the world, and are borne albng its 
terrible bofoms like fwarms of bees. They turn themfelves, too, on all* 
fides, and nearly in all directions. They are intellectual conceptions 
from the paternal fountain, plucking abundantly the flower of the fire of 
fleeplefs time. But a felf-perfect' fountain pours forth primogenial ideas 
from the primary vigour of the Father."' 

Through thefe things, fays Proclus, the Gods have clearly fhown where 
ideas fubfift, who the divinity is that comprehends the one fountain of thefe,. 
and that from this fountain a multitude, proceeds. Likewife, how the 
world is fabricated according to ideas; that they are motive of all mundane 
fyftems ; that: they are efTentially intellectual; and that they are all-various 
according to their characteristics. 

o 
If, therefore, he adds,, arguments perfuade us to admit the hypothefis re-

fpecting ideas* and the wife unite in the fame defign, viz. Plato, Pythagoras,, 
and Orpheus,, and the Gods clearly bear witnefs to thefe,, we fhould but. 
little regard fbphiftical arguments, which are confuted by themfelves, and: 
affert nothing fcientifk, nothing fane. For the Gods have manifeftly de
clared that they are conceptions of the Father: for they abide in his in
telligence. They have likewife afferted that they proceed to the fabri
cation of the world1; for the crafhing noife Signifies their progreftion ;—that 
they are omniform, as comprehending the caufes of all divifible natures ; that 
from fontal ideas others proceed, which are allotted the fabrication of the 
world, according to its parts, and which are faid to be fimilar to fwarms of 
bees; and laftly, that they are generative of fecondary natures. 

Tima?us, therefore, places in intelligibles the one primary caufe of all 
ideas; fox there animal itfelf fubfifts,. as is evident from that dialogue. But 

the 
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the oracles fay, that the fountain of ideas pre-fubfifts in the demiurgus; nor are 
thefe affertions difcordant with each other, as they may appear to be to fome. 
For it is not the fame thing to invefligate the one and total caufe of mundane 
forms, and fimply to contemplate the firft unfolding into light of every 
feries of ideas; but the comprehenfion of the former muft be referred to the 
demiurgus, and of the latter to the intelligible order itfelf, of divine natures, 
from which the demiurgus is filled, and all the orders of an ideal effence. 
And, on this account, I think the oracles affert, that ideas proceed with a 
crafhing noife from their intellectual fountain, and, being diftributed in 
different places, burft about the bodies of the worldr in confequence of the 
caufe of mundane natures being comprehended in this fountain, according 
to which, all generated eompofite natures in the world are inverted with 
form, conformably to the demiurgic will. But the forms fubfifting in 
animal itfelf, according to an intelligible bound, are neither faid by Plato 
to be moved,, nor to leap into bodies, but to impart effence to all things by 
their very effence alone. If, therefore, to fubfift through energy and motion 
is fecondary to a making prior to energizing and being moved, it is evident 
that the ideas intelligibly and immovably eftablifhed in animal itfelf are 
allotted an order more elevated than demiurgic ideas. And the demiurgus 
is fabricative of forms in a twofold refpect; both according to the fountain 
in himfelf, and according to intelligible ideas: for there are the total caufes 
of all things, and the four monads; but, thence originating, they proceed 
through the whole divine orders as far as to the laft of things,- fo that the 
laft and fenfible images of thefe pofTefs a certain fimilitude, more clearly of 
fome, and more obfcurely of others. He, likewife, who is capable of follow
ing the divine progreflions will perceive that every fenfible form expreffes 
the idioms of all of them. For the immovable and the eternal in fenfible 
forms- are no otherwife prefent than from the firft forms: for they are 
primarily eternal; and hence they communicate eternity to the confequent 
progreffions in a fecondary and third gradation. Again, that every form is 
a multitude, fubfifts according to a peculiar number, and is filled with its 
proper numbers, and that on this account a different form is referred to a 
different divine order to us unknown and ineffable,—this it receives from the 
flimmit of the intelligible and at the fame time intellectual order, and from 
the forms which there fubfift occultly, and ineffably : juft as the power of 
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uniting a diflipated effence, and bounding the infinity of generated natures 
in common limits, is derived from the connecting order, and from connec
tive forms. But to be entirely perfective of an imperfect nature, and to pro
duce into energy the aptitude of fubjects, comprehending the unfigured in 
figures, and the imperfect in perfection, is folely derived from perfective 
deity, and the forms which there appear, Again, fo far as every form 
hafrens to verge to itfelf, and comprehends parts uniformly in itfelf, fo far it 
bears an image of the fumrait of intellectuals, and the impartible fubfiftence 
of forms eftablifhed according to that order. But fo far as it proceeds with 
life, fubfifts through motion, and appears immovably in things moved, fo 
far it participates of the vivific feries, and expreffes the powers of vivific 
forms. Again, fo far as it poffeffes the power of giving form to matter, is 
filled with artificial fabrication .pervading through nature herfelf, and evinces 
a wonder fubtilty, and a production of forms according to reafon, fo far it 
receives the reprefentations of demiurgic ideas. If, likewife, it aflimilates 
fenfibles to intelligibles, and feparates the effences of them by mutations 
according to reafons, it is evident that it refembles the aflimilative orders of 
forms, from which the divifible progreffions of mundane natures appear, 
which invert fenfibles with the reprefentations from intelligibles. Further 
itill, if every form pervades to many things, though it be material, and 
bounds the multitude of them according to its proper form, muft it not, ac
cording to this power, be referred to that order of Gods which governs with 
a liberated characteristic the allotments in the world, and draws to itfelf 
many portions of divine allotments in the univerfe ? We may behold, there
fore, an uninterrupted continuity of the whole feries fupernally proceeding 
from intelligible ideas as far as to the laft of things, and likewife perceive 
what peculiarities fenfibles derive from each order. For it is requifite that 
all fecondary things fhould participate of the natures prior to them, and thus 
enjoy each, according to the order which they are Severally allotted. 

With refpect to what things there are ideas of, and what not, I Shall fum-
marily obferve, that there are ideas only of univerfal and perfect fubStances, 
and of whatever contributes to the perfection of thefe, as for inflance of 
man, and whatever is perfective of man, fuch as wifdom and virtue; and 
confequently matter, particulars, parts, things artificial, evil and fordid 
natures, are excluded from the region of ideas. 
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To the queftion what kind of beings ideas are, we may anfwer with Zeiio-
crates, according to the relation of Proclus, that they are the exemplary caufes 
of things, which fier/ietually fubfift according to nature. They are exemplars, 
indeed, becaufe the final caufe, or the good, is fuperior to thefe, and that 
which is properly the efficient caufe, or the demiurgic intellect, is of an in
ferior ordination. But they are the exemplars of things according to nature, 
becaufe there are no ideas of things unnatural or artificial: and of fuch 
natural things as are perpetual, becaufe there are no ideas of mutable par
ticulars. 

Laftly, ideas are participated by material natures, fimilar to the impreffions 
in wax of a feal, to images appearing in water or a mirror, and to pictures* 
For material fpecies, on account of their union with matter, are analogous 
to the impreffions of a feal; but on account of their apparently real, but at 
the fame time delufive fubfiftence in its dark receptacle, they are fimilar to 
images in water, or in a mirror, or a dream; and they refemble pictures on 
account of their fimilitude, though very remote and obfeure, to firft ideas 
themfelves. We may add too, as Proclus beautifully obferves, that they 
derive their fubfiftence as impreffions from the mundane Gods ; their apparent 
exiftence from the liberated Gods; and their fimilitude to fupernal forms 
from the fupermundane or affimilative Gods. And thus much for the firft 
part of the dialogue, or the doctrine of ideas x . 

But in order to a fummary view, of the inimitably profound and fublime 
difcuflion which the fecond part contains concerning the one, it is necefTary to 
obferve, that by the one itfelf the Pythagoreans and Plato Signified the firft 
caufe, which they very properly confidered as perfectly fupereffentia), inef
fable and unknown. For it is necefTary that multitude fhould be pofterior 
to unity : but it is impoftible to conceive being * without multitude, and con-
fequently the caufe of all beings muft be void of multitude and fupei effential. 
And that this Was really the opinion of the moft antient Pythagoreans, from 

r See more concerning ideas in the firft dictation prefixed to my tranflation of Proclus oft 
Euclid, in the notes to my tranflation of Ariftotle's Metaphyfics, and in the notes to this dialogue. 

* If being were the fame whh the one, multitude would be the fame with non-being ; for the 
oppofite to the o:e is multitude^ and the oppofite ro being is non-being. As being, therefore, is not 
the fame with, it muft be pofterior to, the one; for there is not any thing in things more excellent 
than unity. 

whom 
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whom Plato derived his philofophy, the following citations will abundantly 
evince. 

And, in the firft place, this is evident from a fragment of Archytas, a moft 
antient Pythagorean, on the principles of things, preferved by Stobaeus, 
Eclog. Phyf. p. 82, and in which the following extraordinary pafTage occurs : 
n<rr ocvocyxoc rpsig tip.sv Tag ap%ag, totv TS S<TTUI TOJV irpay^aTUJv xai TOLV jxoptpui, xai TO 

OVTOV xivaTtxov xai ccopocTOV Svvapsi' TO h TOIXTOV ov ov [MOW 1 eifMsv Set, aXXoc xai voca TI 

Kpscnrov' vou> $s xpso-<rov SCTTI oTrsp ovopotfy^.v Bscv (pavspov.—i. e. " So that it is ne
cefTary to affert that there are three principles ; that which is the fubjecl of 
things {or matter), form, and that which is of itfelf motive, and invifble in 

jiow.er„ With refpect to the laft of which, it is not only necefTary that it 
fhould have a fubfiftence, but that it fhould be fomething better than intellect P 

But that which is better than intellect is evidently the fame with that which 
we denominate God." It muft here however be obferved, that by the word 
God we are not only to underftand the firft caufe, but every God: for, ac
cording to the Pythagoric theology, every Deity, confidered according to the 
characteristic of his nature, is fuperior to intellectual efTence. Agreeably to 
the above pafTage is that alfo of Brotinus, as cited by Syrianus in Arift. Meta. 
p. 102, b. who exprefsly aflcrts that the firft caufe y« nuvTog xai xaiag tiwapsiKou 
vrps<r€stce wrspeyj-i—" furpaffes every intellect and effence both in power and 
antiquity." Again, according to the fame Syrianus, p. 103, b. we are 
informed, " that the Pythagoreans called God the one, as the caufe of 
union to the univerfe, and on account of his fuperiority to every being, to 
all life, and to all-perfect intellect. But they denominated him the meafure 
of all things, on account of his conferring on all tilings, through illumina
tion, effence and bound ; and containing and bounding all things by the in
effable fupereminence of his nature, which is extended beyond every bound." 
Taw Ssiwy ecvtyuv lv JJ.SV Xsyevrwv rov Beov ug hwo~tWs TOtg oKoig antOY9 xai iravjog THoviog, xou 
Troco-yjg C^uiYig^xui va TU iruvTiKHg £7rexsivo6. M*Tfoi> h TUV iravTW wg woto-j TVJV .ov<ruav9 xoci TO 

TtXog 57r/Aâ c7rovTa, xoci cvg TTUVTOC TrtpizyjovTu, xai opt^ovTcx TUIS atypuQ-TOig UVTH, xai navTog 
vfiripYiirXia^ocig TttpuTog v7ripo%aig. And again, .this is confirmed by Clinius the 
Pythagorean, as cited by Syrianus, jp. 104, in which place jirteclari is erro-
neoufly fubftituted for Clinii. " That which is ike one, and the meafure of 

J Inftcadof JVWIAQVW, which is evidently the true reading, ovofuvfuom is enroneoufly printed in 
Stobqeus. 

all 
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nil things (fays he), is not only entirely exempt from bodies, and mundane 
concerns, but likewife from intelligibles themfelves ; fince he is the venerable 
principle of beings, the meafure of intelligibles, ingenerable, eternal, and 
alone (povov), poffeffing abfolute dominion (xvpiuhg), and himfelf manifefting 
himfelf (OCVTO TO SOCVTO ^ A f c v ) . " This fine pafTage I have tranflated agreeably 
to the manufcript corrections of the learned Gale, the original of which he 
has not inferred. To this we may likewife add the teftimony of Philolaus; 
who, as Syrianus informs us, p. 102, knew that caufe which is fuperior to 
the two firft elements of things, bound and infinite. For (fays he) " Philo
laus afTerts that the Deity eftablifhed bound and infinite: by bound, indeed, 
exhibiting every coordination, which is more allied to the one ; but by infinity 
a nature fubjected (i)<p5/p^v) to bound. And prior to thefe two principles he 
places one, and a fingular caufe, feparated from the univerfality of things, 
which Arcbainetus (Ap%aivsTog) denominates a caufe prior to caufe; but 
which, according to Philolaus, is the principle of all things." To all thefe 
refpectable authorities for the fupereffential nature of the firft caufe, we may 
add the teftimony of Sextus Empiricus himfelf. For in his books againft 
the Mathematicians (p. 425) he informs us, " that the Pythagoreans placed 
the one as tranfcending the genus of things which are efTentially underftood." 
Koci 0̂ 7 TCAJV JJLSV KOiff OCVTCC VO8(JLSVCA}V yzvog V7T£O-TYIO-(XVTO Tlv9otyopiKoov 7Txihg, cog 67rocvo:Q;^^Kog 

TO ev. In which pafTage, by things which are efTentially underftood, nothing 
more is meant than intelligible efTences, as is obvious to every tyro in the 
Platonic and Pythagoric philofophy. 

But in confequence of this doctrine of the antients concerning the one, or 
the firft principle of things, we may difcover the meaning and propriety of 
thofe appellations given by the Pythagoreans to unity, according to Photius 
and others : fuch as otXapmct, a-ytOToo^ioc, afu^ta, @apx9pov v-royfioviov, ATTOWCQV) &CC. 

viz. obfcurity, or without illumination, darknefs, without mixture, afubterra-
ncanprofundity, Ajiollo, &c. For, confidered as ineffable, incomprehenfible, 
and fupereffential, he may be very properly called obfcurity, darknefs, and a 
fubterraneanprofundity : but confidered as perfectly fimple and one, he may 
with no lefs propriety be denominated zvithout mixture, and Apollo ; fince 
Apollo fignifies a privation of multitude. " For (fays Plotinus) the Pytha
goreans denominated the firft God Apollo, according to a more fecret figni-
fkation, implying a negation of many." Ennead. 5. lib. 5. T o which we 

v o l . in. E may 
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may add, that the epithets darknefs and obfcurity wonderfully agree with the 
appellation of a thrice unknown darknefs, employed by the Egyptians, accord
ing to Damafcius x , in their moft myftical invocations of the firft God ; and at 
the fame time afford a fufficient reafon for the remarkable filence of the 
moft antient philofophers and poets concerning this higheft and ineffable 
caufe. 

This filence is, indeed, remarkably obvious in Hefiod, when in his The-
ogony he fays : 

HTCJ ptf icpuTivt* Xaos year?, • 

That is, " Chaos was the firjl thing which was generated"—and confe-
quently there muft be fome caufe prior to Chaos, through which it was pro
duced ; for there can be no effect without a caufe. Such, however, is the 
ignorance of the moderns, that in* all the editions of Hefiod ysvsro is tranflated 
fuit, as if the poet had faid that Chaos was the firfl of all things ; and he is 
even accufed by Cudworth on this account as leaning to the atheiftical fyf-
tem. But the following teftimonies clearly prove, that in the opinion of all 
antiquity, ysvsro was confidered as meaning was generated, and not was 
fimply. And, in the firft place, this is clearly afferted by Ariftotle in lib. 3, 
de Ccelo. " There are certain perfons (fays he) who affert that there is 
nothing unbegotten, but that all things are generated. And this is efpecially 
the cafe with Hefiod."— E/<r/ yocp nvsg 01 <pct<riv ov9-v uysnvpov eweti, aXXoc 7T<xvroc 

yiyvso-Qai—MuXto-ja 01 Ttspi IOV 'Hcnclov. And again, by Sextus Empiricus 
in his Treatife Adverfus Mathemat, p. 383, edit. Steph. who relates, that 
this very pafTage was the occafion of Epicurus applying himfelf to philofophy. 
" For (fays he) when Epicurus was as yet but a young man, he aiked 
a grammarian, who was reading to him this line of Hefiod, 

Chaos of all things was the firft produced, 

from what Chaos was generated, if it was the firft thing generated. And 
upon the grammarian replying that it was not his bufinefs to teach things of 
this kind, but was the province of thofe who are called philofophers—To 
thofe then, fays Epicurus, muft I betake myfelf, fince they know the truth 

Tlipiapxaf. 
of 
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of things." Kofû j/ yap ^ipaKicKog coy, yp-ro TOV $7ravayiv:ocncov7a avrfc Ypotu.y.?.Tio~TYlv 

( v j Toi ply Trp'jOTKTTot Xaog y v r i i ) SJC ring TO yjxog sysviTO, snrip %-ftMTOV sysvzro. Toviov $s 

enroTog jj.Y] avTOv c-pyov £ivat r x roiavra Si^a'TKiiv, aKKu. TLOV KXXGVIA-VC'JV (piXotroycov' Tttnrj 

s^prtr-v b Evrnmpog, kit sxsnovs pot ftalio-j-oy so-Ttv, UTrsf* ana Try TWV CVTMV aXrfinuv 

io~xo~iv» 

Simplicius, too, in commenting on the paftage above cited from Ariftotle, 
beautifully obferves as follows—" Ariftotle (fays he) ranks Hefiod among 
the fir ft phyfiologifts, becaufe he fings Chaos was firft generated. He fays, 
therefore, that Hefiod in a particular manner makes all things to be gene
rated, becaufe that which is firft is by him laid to be generated. But it is 
probable that Ariftotle calls Orpheus and Mufacus the firft phyfiologifts, who 
affert that all things are generated, exce/it the firft. . It is, however, evident 
that thofe theologifts, finging in fabulous ftrains, meant nothing more by 
generation than the proceffion of things from their caufes ; on which account 
all of them confider the frfl caufe as unbegotten. For Hefiod alfo, when he 
fays thatC t̂fflJ was firft generated, infinuates that there was fomething prior 
to Chaos, from which Chaos was produced. For it is always necefTary that 
every thing which is generated fhould be generated from fomething. But 
this likewife is infinuated by Hefiod, that the firft caufe is above all know
ledge and every appellation." (De Ccelo, p. 147.) 

But thefe divine men not only called the firft caufe the one, on account of 
his tranfeendent fimplicity, but likewife the good, on account of the fuper-
lative excellency of his nature ; by the former of thefe appellations confider-
ing him as that principle from which all things flow, and by the latter as 
that fupremc object of defire to which all things ultimately tend. And hence 
Plato, in his Republic, afferts that the good is fuperefTential; and Ariftotle, 
in lib. 14, Metaphyf. cap. 4, alluding to Plato and the Pythagoreans, fays, 
" that according to fome, the one is the fame with the good." fO/ pivtpuo-iv 

avro TO . -v , TO ayaQov avro Eivat. 

With great beauty, therefore, does Proclus x , with his ufual magnificence 
of expreuion, aflert of this incomprehenfible caufe, " that he is the God of 
all Gods, the unity of unities, and above the firft adyta 2 ; that he is more 

1 In Plat. Theol. p. 1 to. 
3 AXUVXTM is erroneoufly printed for afruruv. 

E 2 ineffable 
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ineffable than all filence, and more unknown than all effence ; that he is holy 
among the holies, and is concealed among the intelligible Gods." 

Plato, too, in the Republic, that we may be enabled to gain a glimpfe from 
analogy of this tranfcendent nature, compares him to the fun. For as the 
fun by his light not only confers the power of being feen on vifible objects, 
but is likewife the caufe of their generation, nutriment, and increafe ; fo the 
good, through fupereffential light, imparts being and the power of being 
known to every thing which is the object of knowledge. Hence, fays 
Damafcius % " this higheft God is feen afar off as it were obfcurely; and if 
you approach nearer, he is beheld ftill more obfcurely ; and laitly, he takes 
away the ability of perceiving other objects. He is, therefore, truly an in-
comprehenfible and inacceflible light, and is profoundly compared to the fun: 
upon which the more attentively you look, the more you will be darkened 
and blinded; and will only bring back with you eyes ftupefied with excefs 
of light." 

And fuch is the doctrine of Plato and the Pythagoreans concerning the 
higheft principle of things. But, according to the fame divine men, the im
mediate progeny of this ineffable caufe muft be Gods ; and as fuch muft have 
a fupereffential fubfiftence. For what elfe prior to unities is it lawful to 
conjoin with the one, or what is more conjoined with a God fubfifting accord
ing to unity, than the multitude of Gods ? Befides, progreffions are every 
where perfected through fimilitude to their principles. For both nature her
felf, intellect, and every generative caufe, leads and conjoins to itfelf fimilar 
natures, prior to fuch as are diflimilar. For as there can be no vacuum either 
in incorporeal or corporeal natures, it is necefTary that every thing which 
has a natural progreffion fhould proceed through fimilitude. Hence, every 
caufe muft deliver its own form and characteriftic to its progeny, and, before 
it generates that which is hypoftatic of progreffions far diftant and feparate 
from its nature, muft conftitute things proximate to itfelf according to 
effence, and conjoined with it through fimilitude. As nature, therefore, ge
nerates a natural number, foul one that is animal, and intellect an intellec
tual number, it is neceffary that the firft unity fhould produce from itfelf, 

prior 
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prior to every thing elfe, a multitude of natures charafterifed by unity, and 
a number the moft of all things allied to its caufe. And hence the fountain 
of univerfal good muft produce and eftablifh in beings goodneffcs naturally 
conjoined with himfelf; and thefe exalted natures can be no other than Gods. 

But if thefe divine natures are alone fupereffential, they will in no refpect 
differ from the higheft God. They muft, therefore, be participated by 
beings; that is, each muft have fome particular being confubfiftent with its 
nature, but yet fo as not to lofe its fupereffential charadteriftic. And hence 
every unity may be confidered as the lucid bloffom or centre of the being 
by which it is participated ; abforbing, as it were, in fupereffential light, and 
thus deifying the elTence with which it is connected. 

Nor let the reader imagine that this fublime theory is nothing more than 
the fanatic jargon of the latter Platonifts, as is rafhly and ignorantly afferted 
by Cudworth; for it is a doctrine as old at leaft as Timaeus the Locrian. 
For, in his book On the Soul of the World, after afferting that there are two 
caufes of all things, intellect of fuch as are produced according to reafon, but 
neceflity of fuch as are produced by force, according to the powers of bodies, 
he adds—" that the former of thefe, that is intellect, is a caufe of the nature 
of the good, and is called God, and is the principle of fuch things as are beft.'* 
TOVTSOOV h , 70V jJLSV 7dq layout*) (pVQ-tOg SIJJ.EV, SiOV T S OVVpOtlVSQ-Qccl, GC^XJOLV TS TCOV agKTTMV. 

But according to the Pythagoreans, as we have abundantly proved, the good 
or the one is above effence and intellect; and confequently by intellect here 
we muft not underftand the firft caufe, but a deity fubordinate to the firft. 
Intellect, however, is (fays he) of the nature of the good', but the good is 
fupereffential, and confequently intellect participates of a fupereffential na
ture. And when he adds that intellect is called God, he plainly intimates 
that every God (the firft being excepted) partakes of a fupereftential nature. 

But to return to our inimitable dialogue : This fecond part confifts of nine 
hypothefes ; five of which coniider the confequences which refult from ad
mitting the fubfiftence of the one, and the other four what muft be the con
fequences if it were taken away from the nature of things. But as Plato in. 
thefe hypothefes delivers the Eleatic method of reafoning, it is necefTary to 
inform the reader that, according to Proclus1, it was as follows:—Two 

1 In lib, 5. MS. Comment, in Parmenidenu 
hypothefes 
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hypothefes being laid down, viz. if a thing is, and if it is not, each of thefe 
may be tripled by confidering in each what happens, what does not happen, what 
happens and at the fame time does not happen : lo that fix cafes will be the refult. 
But lince, if a tiling is, we may confider itfelf either with refpecl to itielf, 
or itfelf with refpect to others; or we may confider others themfelves with 
refpecl to themfelves, or others with refpect to that thing itfelf, and lb like-
wife if a thing is not: hence, the whole of this procefs will confift of eight 
triads, which are as follows:—i. If a thing is, what happens to itfelf with 
refpecl: to itfelf, what does not happen, what happens and at the fame time 
does not happen. 2. If a thing is, what happens to itfelf with refpecl: to 
others, what does not happen, what happens and at the fitme time does not 
happen. 3. If a thing is, what happens to others with refpecl to themfelves, 
what does not happen, what happens and at the fame time does not happen. 
4. If a thing is, what happens* to others with refpecl to that thing, what 
does not happen, what happens and at the fame time does not happen. And 
the other four, which are founded on the hypothefis that a thing is not, 
are to be diflributed in exactly the fame manner as thofe we have juft enu
merated. Such (fays Proclus) is the whole form of the dialectic method, 
which is both intellectual and fcientific; and under which thofe four powers, 
the definitive and divifive, the demonfirative and analytic, receive their con-
fummate perfection. 

In the firfil hypothefis, therefore, Plato confiders what does not follow to the 
one, confidered with refpect to itfelf and to others. In the fecond^ what does 

follow. In the third, what follows and at the fame time does notfollow. And 
this forms the firft hexad. But in the fourth hypothefis he confiJers what 

follows to others with refpecl to themfelves, and what does not follow, what 
follows and at the fame time does not follow. In the fifth, vjhat follows to 
others with refpecl to the fubjed of the hypothefis, what does not jollow, what 

follows and at the fame time does not follow. And fo two hexads, or four 
triads, are by this means produced from the five hypothefes, if the one is. 
And the reader will eafily perceive how each of tiie other four, which fup-
pofe the one is not, may form a triad : fo that thefe four triads, in conjunction 
with the preceding four, will give the whole Eleatic or dialectic method 
complete. 

It 
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It is likewife necefTary to obferve, that thefe hypothefes are derived from 
the triple divifion of the one, and the twofold divifion of non-being. For the 
one is either above being, or in being, or pofterior to being. But non-bfing is 
either that which in no refpecl is, or that which is confidered as partly having 
a fubfift erne, and partly not. This being premifed, let the reader attend to 
the following beautiful account of thefe hypothefes from Proclus on Plato's 
Theology, and from his admirable commentary on this dialogue. 

The fir ft hypothefis demonftrates by negations the ineffable fupereminence 
of the firft principle of things ; and evinces that he is exempt from all 
effence and knowledge. But the fecond unfolds the whole order of the 
Gods. For Parmenides does not alone affume the intellectual and effential 
idiom of the Gods, but likewife the divine chara&eriftic of their hyparxis, 
through the whole of this hypothefis. For what other one can that be which 
is participated by being, than that which is in every being divine, and through 
which all things are conjoined with the imparticipable one f For, as bodies 
through their life are conjoined with foul, and as fouls through their intellec
tive part tend to univerfal intellecl and the firfl intelligence, in like manner 
true beings, through the one which they contain, are reduced to a feparate 
union, and are conjoined with the firfl caufe of all. 

But becaufe this hypothefis commences from that which is one being, and 
eftablifhes the fummit of intelligibles as the firft after the one, but ends in an 
effence which participates of time, and deduces divine fouls to the extremities 
of the divine orders, it is necefTary that the third hypothefis fhould demon-
ftrate by various conclulions the whole multitude of particular fouls, and the 
diverfities which they contain. And thus far the feparate and incorporeal 
hypoftafis extends. 

But after this follows that nature which is divifible about bodies and infejia^ 
rable from matter, which the fourth hypothefis delivers fupernally depend
ing from the Gods. And the laft hypoftafis is the proceflion of matter, 
whether confidered as one or as various, which the fifth hypothefis demon
ftrates by negations, according to its diffimilar fimilitude to the firfl. But 
fometimes, indeed, the negations are privations, and fometimes the feparate 
caufes of all productions. And that which is moft wonderful of all, the 

higheft 
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higheft negations are only enunciative, but fome in a fupereminent manner, 
and others according to fubjection. But each of the negations confequent 
to thefe is affirmative; the one paradigmatically, but the other iconically, 
or according to fimilitude. But the middle correfponds to the order of foul: 
for it is compofed from affirmative and negative conclufions. But it poffeffes 
negations fimilar to affirmations. And fince it is alone multiplied, as confut
ing from wholes, it poflefles an adventitious one. And this one which it 
contains, though truly one, ye fubfifts in motion and multiplication, and in 
its progrenions is, as it were, abforbed by effence. And fuch are the hypo
thefes which unfold all beings, both feparable and infeparable, together 
with the caufes of the univerfe, as well exempt as fubfifting in things them
felves, according to the hyparxis of the one. 

But there are four hypothefes befides thefe, which by taking awav the 
me entirely fubvert all things, both fuch as truly are, and fuch as fubfift in 
generation, and fhow that no being can any longer exift. The one, there
fore, being admitted, all things fubfift even to the laft hypoftafis; and this 
being taken away, effence itfelf is immediately deftroyed. 

The preceding mode of expofition (except in the lecond hypothefis) agrees 
with that of the great Plutarch, preferved by Procjus in his commentary on 
this dialogue, and which is as follows : 

The firft hypothefis difcourfes concerning the firft God. The fecond, 
concerning the firft intellect, and an order entirely intellectual. The third, 
of the foul. The fourth, of material fpecies. And the fifth, of formlefs 
matter. Few thefe are the five principles of things. Parmenides in the 
mean time, after the manner of his own Pythagoreans, calls every feparate 
fubftance, on account of its fimplicity, by the common appellation of one. 
But he denominates matter and corporeal form different, on account of their 
flowing nature and far diftant diverfity from divine eflences : efpecially fince 
thefe two do not fo much fubfift by themfelves as through others, and are 
not fo much caufes as concaufes, as it is afferted in the Timaeus and Phajdo. 
With great propriety, therefore, the three firft hypothefes, which inquire 
how the one is related to itfelf and to others, are confidered as treating of 
principal caufes. But the other two, which inveftigate how other things 
are related to each other and to the one, are confidered as reprefenting form 

6 and 
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and matter. In thefe five hypothefes, therefore, thefe principles, together 
with what they contain or fubfifts about them, are confirmed from the pofi-
tion of one: of one, I fay, above being, in being, and pofterior to being. The 
remaining four hypothefes demonftrate how many abfurdities follow from 
taking away that one which beings contain, that we may underftand how 
much greater abfurdities muft enfue from denying the fubfiftence of that 
which is Jimjdy one. The fixth hypothefis, therefore,.proves that, if there is 
not that which is one in beings, i. e. if intelligible has no real fubfiftence, 
but partly poffeffes and is partly deftitute of being, that which is fenfible 
would alone exift in the order of things. For, if intelligible is taken .awaŷ  
that which is fenfible muft alone remain; and there can be no knowledge, 
beyond fenfe. And this the fixth hypothefis demonftrates to be abfurd* 
But the feventh hypothefis proves that, if the one which beings contain has 
no kind of fubfiftence, there can be no knowledge, nor any thing which is 
the object of knowledge, which this feventh hypothefis fhows is foolifh to 
affert. And again, if this one [tartly fubfifts and is partly without fubfifience, 
as the fixth hypothefis feigns, other things will be fimilar to fhadows and 
dreams, which the eighth hypothefis confutes as abfurd. But if this one has 
no kind of fubfiftence, other things will be leis than fhadows or a dream, that 
is, nothing ; which the ninth hypothefis reprefents as a monftrous afTertion. 
Hence the firft hypothefis has the fame relation to thofe which remain, as the 
principle of the univerfe to the univerfality of things. But the other four 
which immediately follow the firft, treat concerning the principles pofterior 
to the one. And the four confequent to thefe prove that, one being taken 
away, all that was exhibited in the four prior hypothefes muft entirely perifh. 
For fince the fecond demonftrates that, if that one fubfifts which is conjoinea 
with being, every order of foul muft fubfift ; the feventh declares that, if thit 
one is not, all knowledge, reafon, imagination, and fenfe, muft; be deftroyed. 
Again, fince the fourth hypothefis declares that, if this one being fubfifts, 
'material fpecies alfo muft fubfift, which in a certain refpect participate of 
one being,— the eighth hypothefis fhows that, if this one being has no fubfift
ence, what we now call fenfible natures would be only fhadows and dreams, 
without any formal diftinction or fubftance whatever. And laftly, fince the 
fifth hypothefis admojiifhes us that, if this one being fubfifts, matter will 

vox. in. F fubfift, 
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fubfift, not indeed participating of one being fo far as being, but confidered 
a« one; the ninth hypothefis at length fhows that, if this one being is taken 
away, not even the fhadow of any thing could poftibly fubfift. 

Thus far Plutarch; who likewife obferves that this dialogue was confi
dered as divine by the antients; and declares that the preceding expofition 
is partly taken from the writings of the antients, and partly from his own 
private opinion. 

Now from all this we may fafely conclude, with Proclus, that all the 
axioms of theological fcience are perfectly exhibited in this part of the dia
logue ; that all the diftributions of the divine natures are unfolded in con
nected continuity; and that this i« nothing elfe than the celebrated genera-
tion of the Gods, and every kind of exiflence, from the ineffable and unknown 
caufi of the univerfe. For the antients by generation meant nothing more 
than the proceffion of things from their caufe ; and hence the firft caufe was 
fymbolically called by Orpheus time,—becaufe, fays Proclus, where there is 
generation, there time has a fubfiftence. 

Thatfirft and imparticipable one, then, who is declared to be the caufe of all 
things after an ineffable manner, but who is without circumfcription, and does 
not pofTefs any power or charadteriftic of a kindred kind with the other Gods, 
is celebrated by the firft hypothefis. And from this fupereminent caufe, as 
from an exalted place of furvey, we may contemplate the divine unities, that 
is, the Gods, flowing in admirable and ineffable order, and at the fame time 
abiding in profound union with each other, and with their caufe. And here, 
fays Proclus, an apt refemblance of their progreffion prefents itfelf to our 
view. Becaufe a line is the firft continuous and divifible nature amongft 
magnitudes, hence it participates of an indivifible, that is, of a point. And 
this point, though it is allotted a fuperlinear condition and is indivifible, yet 
it fubfifts in the line, is fomething belonging to it, and is the fummit of the 
line. To which we may add, that many lines in a circle touch by their 
feveral points the centre of the circle. In like manner an intelligible and 
intellectual effence, becaufe it is the firft multiplied nature, on this account 
partakes of an excellent unity. And this unity, though it is neither effence 
nor obnoxious to effential multitude, yet abides in effence, or rather fubfifts 
as its vertex, through which every intellectual effence is a God, enjoying 

A divine 
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divine iniity as the very flower of its nature, and as that which conjoins it 
with the ineffable one. And as every thing is eftablifhed in its own fpecies 
through form, and as we derive the characteriftic of our nature from foul, 
fo every God becomes that which he is, or a Deity, through the unity of 
his nature. 

Laftly, fays he, the intention of the firft hypothefis is to abfolve that which 
is fimply one from all the properties and conditions of the unities of the 
Gods; and by this abfolving to fignify the proceflion of all things from 
thence. But our intention in purfuing thefe myfteries is no other than by 
the logical energies of our reafon to arrive at the fimple intellection of beings, 
and by thefe to excite the divine one refident in the depths of our effence, or 
rather which prefides over our effence, that we may perceive the fimple and 
incomprehenfible one. For after, through difcurfive energies and intellections, 
we have properly denied of the firft principle all conditions peculiar to beings, 
there will be fome danger, left, deceived by imagination after numerous ne
gations, we fhould think that we have arrived either at nothing, or at fome
thing flender and vain, indeterminate, formlefs, and confufed ; unlefs we are 
careful in proportion as we advance in negations to excite by a certain ama-
torial affection the divine vigour of our unity; trufting that by this means 
we may enjoy divine unity, when we have difmiffed the motion of reafon 
and the multiplicity of intelligence, and tend through unity alone to the one 
itfelf, and through love to the fujireme and inejfable good. 

It may likewife be clearly fhown, and will be immediately obvious to 
thofe who underftand the following dialogue, that the moft antient poets, 
priefts, and philofophers, have delivered one and the fame theology, though 
in different modes. The firft of thefe, through fabulous names and a more 
vehement diction ; the fecond, through names adapted to facred concerns, 
and a mode of interpretation grand and elevated ; and the third, either 
through mathematical names, as the Pythagoreans, or through dialectic 
epithets, as Plato. Hence we fhall find that the Mther, Chaos, Phanes, and 
Jupiter, of Orpheus ; the father, power, intellecl, and twice beyond of the 
Chaldaeans ; the monad, duad, tetrad, and decad, of Pythagoras ; and the one 
being, the whole, infinite^ multitude, and famenefs and difference of Plato, re-

F 2 fpectively, 
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Ipe&ively, fignify the fame divine proceffions from the ineffable principle of 
things. 

I only add, that I have followed the opinion of Proclus in infcribing this 
Dialogue O N THE GODS : for as ideas, confidered according to their fummits 
or unities, are Gods, and the whole dialogue is entirely converfant with ideas 
Und thefe unities, the propriety of fuch an infcription muft, I think, be 
apparent to the moft fuperficial obferver. 

THE 
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PERSONS OF THE DIALOGUE. 

CEPHALUS, | PYTHODORUS, 
ADIMANTUS, SOCRATES, 
ANTIPHON, ZENO, 
GLAUCO, PARMENIDES. 

SCENE, the CERAMICUS1. 

^ T H E N we arrived at Athens from Clazomenia, the place of our abode, 
we fortunately met with Adimantus and Glaucus in the forum: and Adi* 
mantus, taking me by the hand, I am glad to fee you (fays he), Cephalus; 
and if you are in want of any thing here, in which we are able to aflift you, 
I beg you would inform me. Upon which I replied, I came for this very 
purpofe, as being indigent of your affiftance. Tell me, then (fays he), what 
you are in want of. And I replied, What was your brother's name ? for I 
do not remember: as he was almoft a child when I firft came here from 
Clazomenia ; and, fince that circumftance took place, a great length of time 
has intervened. But his father's name was, I think, Pyrilampes. Entirely 
fo (fays he), and my brother's name was Antiphon. But what is it you 
principally inquire after ? I replied, Thefe my fellow-citizens are very phi-
lofophic, and have heard that this Antiphon was frequently prefent with 
one Pythodorus, the familiar of Zeno, and that he treafured in his memory 
the difcourfes which Socrates, Zeno, and Parmenides had with each other, 
and which had frequently been heard by Pythodorus. You fpeak the truth 

* See the Introduction. 
(fays 
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(fays he). Thefe difcourfes, therefore (fays I), we are defirous to hear. But 
this (fays he) is no difficult matter to accomplish: for the young man has 
made them the fubjeft of vehement meditation ; and now with his grand
father, who bears the fame name as himfelf, very much applies himfelf to 
equeftrian affairs. But if it is necefTary, we will go to him : for he juft 
now went from hence home ; and dwells very near, in Melita. After 
we had thus fpoke, we proceeded to the houfe of Antiphon ; and found him 
at home, giving a certain bridle to a copperfmith, to be furnifhed in a pro
per manner. But as foon as the fmith was gone, and the brothers had told 
him the caufe of our arrival, Antiphon knew me, in confequence of my 
former journey to this place, and very kindly faluted me: and upon our 
begging him to relate the difcourfes, at firft he feemed unwilling to comply 
(for he faid it was a very operofe undertaking); but afterwards, however, 
he gratified our rcqueft. Antiphon, therefore, faid that Pythodorus related 
that Zeno and Parmenides once came to celebrate the great Panathenaja: 
that Parmenides was very much advanced in years, extremely hoary, but of 
a beautiful and venerable afpecl, and about fixty-five years of age ; but that 
Zeno was nearly forty years old, was very tall and graceful to the view, and 
was reported to be the bofom friend of Parmenides. He likewife faid that 
he met with them, together with Pythodorus, in the Ceramicus, beyond the 
walls ; where alfo Socrates came, and many others with him, defiling to 
hear the writings of Zeno, for then for the firft time they became acquainted 
with his writings : but that Socrates at that time was very young. That, 
in confequence of this, Zeno himfelf read to them. And Pythodorus further 
related that it happened Parmenides was gone out; and that but a fmall 
part of the difcourfe remained unfinifhed, when he himfelf entered, together 
with Parmenides and Ariftotle, who was one of the thirty Athenians. That, 
in confequence of this, he heard but a little at, that time ; but that he had 
often before heard the whole difcourfe from Zeno. 

He further added, that Socrates, upon hearing the latter part of Zeno's 
difcourfe, entreated him to repeat the firft hypothefis of his firft difcourfe ; 
and that, when he had repeated it, Socrates laid—How is it you aflert, O 
Zeno, that if beings are many, it is requifite that the fame things fhould be 
both fimilar and diffimilar ? But that this is impoffible. For neither can 
things diffimilar be fimilar, nor things fimilar be diffimilar. Is not this 

what 
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what you alTert ? Zeno anfwered, It is. If, therefore, it is impoffible that 
diffimilars mould be fimilar, and fimilars diffimilar, is it not impoflible that 
many things fhould have a fubfiftence ? For, if there were many, they would 
fufFer impoffibilities. Is it not then the fole intention of your difcourfes to 
evince, by contefting through all things, that the many has no fubfiftence ? 
And do you not confider each of your difcourfes as an argument in fupport 
of this opinion ; and fo think that you have produced as many arguments as 
you have compofed difcourfes, to fhow that the many is not ? Is not this 
what you fay, or do I not rightly underftand you ? Upon which Zeno replied, 
You perceive excellently well the meaning of the whole book. That So
crates then faid, I perceive, O Parmenides, that this Zeno does not only wifh 
to connect himfelf in the bands of friendfliip with you, but to agree with 
you likewife in fentiments concerning "he doctrines of the prefent difcourfe. 
For Zeno, in a certain refpect, has written the fame as yourfelf; though, by 
changing certain particulars, he endeavours to deceive us into an opinion 
that his affertions are different from yours. For you in your poems affert 
that the univerfe is one; and you produce beautiful and excellent arguments 
in fupport of this opinion : but Zeno f: 3 that the many is not, and delivers 
many and mighty arguments in defence, of this affertion. As, therefore, you 
affert that the one is, and he, that the many has no fubfiftence ; and each 
fpeaks in fuch a manner as to difagree totally according to appearance from 
one another, though you both nearly affert the fame; on this account it 
is that your difcourfes feem to be above our comprehenfion. That Zeno 
faid—Indeed, Socrates, fo it is : but you do not perfectly apprehend the 
truth of my writings ; though, like Laconic dogs, you excellently purfue 
and trace the meaning of the affertions. But this in the firft place is con
cealed from you, that this difcourfe is not in every refpect fo venerable, 
that it was compofed, as you fay, for the purpofe of concealing its real 
doctrines from men, as if effecting a thing of great importance : yet you 
have fpoken fomething of that which happens to be the cafe. But indeed 
the truth of the matter is this : Thefe writings were compofed for the 
purpofe of affording a certain affiftance to the doftrine of Parmenides, 
againft thofe who endeavour to defame it by attempting to fhow that if the 
one is many, ridiculous confequences muft attend fuch an opinion ; and that 
things contrary to the afTertion mnft enfue. This writing, therefore, con

tradicts 
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tradicts thofe who fay that the many is, and oppofes this and many other 
opinions ; as it is defirous to evince that the hypothefis which defends the 
fubfiftence of the many is attended with more ridiculous confequences than 
that which vindicates the fubfiftence of the one, if both are fufficiently ex
amined. You are ignorant, therefore, Socrates, that this difcourfe, which 
was compofed by me when a youth, through the love of contention, and 
which was privately taken from me, fo that I was not able to confult whe
ther or not it fhould be iffued into the light—you are ignorant, I fay, that 
it was not written through that defire of renown which belongs to a more 
advanced period of life, but through a juvenile defire of contention : though, 
as I have faid, you do not conjecture amifs. I admit it (fays Socrates) ; and 
I think the cafe is juft as you have flared it. But fatisfy me in the following 
particulars. Do you think that there is a certain form of fimilitude, itfelf 
fubfifting from itfelf? And another which is contrary to this, and is that 
which is diffimilar? But that you and me, and other things which we call 
many, participate of thefe two ? And that fuch things as participate of 
fimilitude become fimilar, fo far as they participate ? But thofe which 
participate of diffimilitude become diffimilar ? And that thofe which par-, 
ticipate of both become both ? But if all things participate of both, 
which are contrary to each other, and become fimilar and diffimilar to 
each other through participating of both, is there any thing wonderful in 
the cafe ? For, if any one fhould fhow that fimilars themfelves become diffi
milar, or diffimilars fimilar, I fhould think it would be a prodigy: but if he 
evinces that fuch things as participate both thefe fuffer likewife both thefe, 
it does not appear to me, O Zeno, that there would be any thing abfurd in 
the cafe; nor again, if any one fhould evince that all things are one, through 
their participating of the one, and at the fame time many, through their par
ticipating multitude. But I fhould very much wonder if any one fhould 
fhow that that which is one is many, and that the many is one ; and in a fimilar 
manner concerning all the reft: for, doubtlefs, he would produce a proper 
fubject of admiration, who fhould evince that both genera and fpecies fuffer 
thefe contrary affections. But what occafion of wonder would there be, 
fhould any one fhow that I myfelf am both one and many ? and fhould prove 
his affertion by faying, when he wifhes to affert that I am many, that the 
parts on the right hand of me are different from thofe on the left, the ante-* 

rior 
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rlor from the pofterior, and in like manner the upward from the downward 
parts (for I think that I participate of mul t i tude) : but when he dcfires to 
fhow that I am one, fhould fay, that as we arc feven in number , I am one 
man , and participate of the one f fo that he would by this means evince the 
t ru th of both thefe affertions. If any one, therefore, fhould endeavour to 
fhow that ftones, wood, and all fuch particulars, arc both many and one, we 
fhould fay that he exhibits to our view fuch things as are many and one, but 
that he does not affert that the one is many, nor the many one ; nor fpeak of 
any thing wonderful, but afferts that which is confeffed by all men . But if 
any one fhould, in the firft place, diftribute the forms of things, concerning 
which I have juft been fpeaking, feparating them efTentially apart from each 
other, fuch as fimilitude and diffimilitude, multitude and the one, and the reft 
of this kind, and fhould afterwards fhow himfelf able to mingle and feparate 
them in themfelves, 1 mould be aftonifhed (fays h e ) , O Z e n o , in a wonder
ful manner . But it appears to me that v/e fhould ftrenuoufty labour in the 
inveftigation of thefe par t icu lars : yet I fhould be much aftonifhed if any one 
could folve this doubt, which is fo profoundly involved in fpecies; fo as to 
be able no lefs clearly to explain this affair in the forms which are appre
hended by the reafoning power , than in thofe belonging to vifible objects, 
and which you have already diicuffed. 

Pythodorus faid, that when Socrates had thus fpoken, he thought that 
Parmenides and Zeno fcemed to be indignant at the feveral particulars of 
Socrates's difcourfe ; but that they beftowed the greateft at tention on what 
he faid, and frequently looking at each other fmiled, as wonder ing at So
crates : and that , in confequence of his ceafing to fpeak, Parmenides faid— 
How worthy, O Socrates, of admiration is your ardour in the purfuit of 
liberal difciplincs ! Tel l me , therefore, have you feparated, as you fay, cer
tain fpecies apart by themfelves, and likewife the participants of thefe fpecies 
apart? And does there appear to you to be a certain fimilitude feparate 
from that fimilitude which we pofTefs, and a certain one and many, and all 
fuch other particulars, which you have juft now heard mentioned by Zeno ? 
T h a t Socrates faid, So it appears to me. And (that Parmenides faid) does 
it alfo appear to you, that there is a certain fpecies or form of juft ice, itfelf 
jubiilting by iticlf; likewife of beauty and the good, and every thing of this 
kind? T h a t Socrates faid, It docs. And likewife of all fuch things as we 
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are compofed f r o m : fo that there is a certain form of man 1 , or of fire, or 
water f T h a t Socrates anfvvcred—I have often been in doubt, O Parme
nides, concerning thefe ; whe ther it is necefTary to fpeak of them in the fame 
m a n n e r as of the former particulars, or in a different manner . And do you 
doubt, O Socrates, whether it is necefTary to fay that there is a certain form of 
every fuch particular as may appear to be ridiculous, I mean hair % clay, 
and mud, or any th ing elfe which is vile and abject ; and that thefe forms 
are different from the particulars wi th which we are convcrfant ? T h a t 
Socrates faid, I do not by any means think that the forms of thefe can be 

1 It is necefTary, fays Proclus, that immovable caufes of all things which have a perpetual fub
fiftence in the univerfe fhould prefubfift in the intellect of the fabricator of the world : for the 
immutable is prefent with thefe, through the eternal power of caufes. Hence, of man fo far as 
man, and of every individual form in animals and in plants, there are intellectual caufes; and 
the progreflion of all things from thence is not immediately into thefe material genera. For it 
was not lawful for intellectual, eternal, and immaterial caufes to generate material particulars, 
which have a various fubfiftence ; fince every progreflion is effected through fimilitude; and prior 
to things which are feparated from their caufe as much as polTible, fuch things NS arc conjoined 
with, and are more clearly aflimilated to, it, muft have a fubfiftence. From man itfelf therefore, 
or the ideal man in the demiurgic intellect, there will be, in the firft place, a certain cclcftial 
man; afterwards an empyrean, an aerial, and an aquatic man; and, in the laft place, this ter-
reftrial man. All this feries of form is perpetual, (the fubjection proceeding into that which is 
more partial,) being fufpended from an intellectual unity, which is called man itfelf. There is 
alfo another feries from horfe itfelf from lion itfelf and in a fimilar manner of all animals and 
plants. Thus, too, there is a fountain and unity of all fire, and a fountain of all mun
dane water. And that thefe monads are more partial than thofe before mentioned, viz. than 
beauty, fimilitude, juftice, &c. is evident; and it is alfo clear that the fountain, or idea, of all 
the feries of man is the moft partial of all the forms that are participated by mundane natures. 

3 "We have already obferved in the Introduction to this dialogue, and fhall largely prove in the 
Additional Notes, that there are ideas alone of univerfal eflences, and of fuch things ;is contribute 
to the perfection of thefe : for the good, the effential, and the perpetual, eminently pertain to forms ; 
the firfl of thefe being derived from the firft caufe, the fecond from the higheft being, and the 
third from eternity. From tiiefe three elements, therefore, we may define what things are gene
rated according to a piradigmatic intellectual caufe, and what tilings fubfift indeed from other 
principle?, but not according to an intellectual paradigm. Of hair, therefore, becaufe it is a 
part, there can be no idea ; nor of clay, becaufe it is an indefinite mixture of two elements, 
earth and water, and is not generated according to aphyfical reafon, or productive principle; fince 
there are ten thoufand other thing' which we combine for the various purpofes of life, and which 
are the works of art, and not of nature. Nor is there any idea of mud, becaufe there are no 
ideas of degenerations, detriments, and evils, which either arile from a confluence of divulfcd 
caufes, or from cur actions and paihons. 

6 different 
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different from thofe which are the objects of our infpection : but is it not 
vehemently abfurd to think that there is a certain form of thefe ? For this 
has formerly difturbed m e , whether or not fomething o f this kind does not 
take place about every t h ing : but , after having been fixed for fome t ime in 
this opinion, I have haftily w itlulrawn m y f e l f and fled away ; fearing left, 
falling into a certain abyfs of trifles, I mould u U e r l y pcrifh and be loft ; but , 
returning from thence , I have ferioufly applied myfelf to confider thofe par
ticulars, to which, as we have juft now affertcd, forms belong. T h a t Par
menides then faid, You are as vet but a young man r , O Socrates, a n d 
Philofophy has not yet received you into her embraces : for, in my opinion, 
when you are received by her, you will not defpife any of thefe particulars : 
but now, on account of your juvenile age, you regard the opinions of 
men. 

Tell m e , then, does it appear to you, as you fay, that there are certain 
forms, of which other things participating 1 retain the appellations ; as, for 

inftance, 

1 Parmenides, as Proclus juftly obferves, in correcting this conception of Socrates, reproves in 
what he now fays thofe who confider thefe little and vile particulars as without a caufe. For 
everything which is generated, as Tirnxus fays, is neceflarily generated from fome caufe, fince 
it is perfectly impoflible that it fhould be generated without a caufe. There is nothing, therefore, 
fo difhonourable and vile which does not participate of the good, and thence derive its generation. 
Since, even though you fhould fpeak of matter, you will find that this is good ; though of evil 
itfelf, you will find that this alfo participates of a certain good, and is no otherwife able to fubfift 
than as coloured with, and receiving a portion of, a certain good. But the opinions of men arc 
afhamed to fufpend from a divine caufe things fmall and vile, looking to the nature of the latter, 
and not to the power of the former ; and not confidering that, being generative of greater things, 
it is much more fo of fuch as are lefs, as the Athenian gueft fays in the Laws. True philofo
phers, however, fufpending every thing in the world both great and fmall from providence, fee 
nothing difhonourable, nothing defpicable in the dwelling of Jupiter; but they perceive all things 
good, fo far as they fubfift from providence, and beautiful, fo far as generated according to a di
vine caufe. 

3 The difcourfe of Parmenides, fays Proclus is perfective of, evolves and elevates, the concep
tions of Socrates; praifing, indeed, his unperverted conceptions, but perfecting fuch as are im
perfect, and diftinelly unfolding fuch as are confufed. But as there arc four problems concern
ing ideas, as wc have obferved in the Introduction, with refpect to their fubfiftence Parmenides 
excites Socrates, in order to learn whether he fufpends all things from a formal principle, or 
whether he knew another caufe more antient than this; and his reproof of Socrates was in con
fequence of looking to this firft caufe. He proceeds, therefore, fupemally from the moft totaj 

G 2 forms, 
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inftancc, that fuch things as participate of jimilituik arc fimilar s ; of / / ; ^ r -

»/V»d? r , great; and that the participants of and juflice arc beautiful 
and 

forms, through the more partial, ami fuch as are moft individual, to fuch things as do not fubfift 
according to an intellectual form, but originate from the monad of all BEINGS, or, in other words, 
being itfelf. Hence truly proceeding as far us to the laft of things, and fufpcnding all things 
from a paternal caufe, and perfecting the conceptions of Socrates concerning thefe, he proceeds 
to the third problem, or the manner in which ideas are participated, again extending obftetric aid. 
For the mode of the difcourfe is every where maieutic or obftetric, and does not confute, and 
is piraftic, or explorative, but not vindicative. It differs, however, fo far as at one time it pro
ceeds from on high as far as to the laft of things, and at another recurs downwards to affertions 
adapted to divine caufes •, according to each of thefe forms perfecting and elevating Socrates, 
and diftinctly unfolding his conceptions refpecting thefe particulars. Such, then, is the mode of 
the difcourfe, calling forth fpontaneous conceptions, accurately expanding fuch as arc imperfect, 
and elevating thofe that are able to follow them ; truly imitating the paternal caufe, which from 
the fummit of all beings preferves, perfects, and draws upwards all things by the unknown powers 
which he contains. Let us now proceed to confider the mode in which forms or ideas are parti
cipated, following the divine Proclus as our leader in this arduous inveftigation. 

The participations of intellectual forms are aflimilated to the reprefentations in a mirror ; 
for as, in thefe, habitude and pofition caufe the image of the perfon to be feen in the mirror; fo, 
the aptitude of matter extending itfelf as it were to the Artificer of the univerfe, and to the in-
exhauftible abundance which he contains, is filled from him with forms. The participations 
are alfo aflimilated to the impreffions in wax. For ideas impart a certain veftige and impreflion 
of themfelves; and neither is this impreflion the fame with the feal by which it was produced, 
as neither is the form merged in matter the fame with the immaterial and divine form from 
which it originated. But this latter mode differs from the former fo far as it indicates a certain 
paflive property in the recipient ; for the mirror does not exhibit paflivity fenfibly, as the wax 
does in the latter inftance. Hence fome of the Platonic philofophers, confidering matter as im-
paflive in the participation of forms, aflimilate it to a minor, but call forms images and repre
fentations. Others again, confidering matter as paflive, fay, that it is impreffed like the wax 
by the feal, and call forms the pajftons of matter. 

Forms alfo are faid to be like the fimilitudes of icons, whether effected by the painter's, or the 
plaitic, or any other art. For thefe forms, being fafhioncd by a divine artificer, are faid to be 
fimilar to divine forms; and hence the whole fenfible order is called the icon of the intelli nble. 
But this aflertion differs from the former, fo far as this feparate.; the maker from the exemplar; 

but 
1 Magnitude here, as Proclus well obferves, is not fuch as that of which geometricians fpeak ; 

for they denominate whatever poffefles interval magnitude, whether it be line, fuperficics, or folid. 
But Plato does not denominate the form which is the caufe of every interval, magnitude, but that 
which according to every genus imparts tranfandenc\ to things. 
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and jujlf That Socrates replied, Entirely fo. Does not every thing which 
participates either participate the whole form, or only a part of it ? Or can 

there 
but thofe produce the analogy from confidering both as one. And fuch are the modes according 
to which material forms have been faid to fubfift with relation to fuch as are divine. 

It muft, however, be obferved, that each of thefe is imperfect confidered by itfelf, and inca
pable of reprefenting to our intellectual conceptions the whole truth reflecting this participation. 
For, in the firft place, confider, as to the mirror, that the countenance beheld m it turns itfelf 
towards the mirror, while, on the contrary, an intellectual caufe beholds itfelf, and does not 
direct its vifion to outward objects. Tf, too, the mirror appears to pofTefs a communication of 
fomething, but in reality does not, (for the rays are reflected back to the countenance,) it is 
evident that this alfo is foreign from the participation of divine forms ; for, as they are perfectly 
incorporeal, nothing can be feparated from them and diftributed into matter. 

In the fecond place, if we confider the impreflions in wax, we {hall find, that both that which 
impreffes externally impreffes, and that which is paflive to the impreflion is externally paflive ; 
but form pervades through the whole of the fubject matter, and operates internally. For na
ture fafhions body inwardly, and not externally like art. And above all, in this inftance, that 
which is participated approximates to that which participates. But it is requifite that divine 
forms fhould be exempt from all things, and not be mingled with any thing of a different 
nature. 

In the third place, let us confider the analogy from icons, and we fhall find this alfo deficient. 
For, in the firft place, forms fafhion the whole of the fubject matter by which they are received, 
and this by an internal energy : and, in the next place, the exemplar and the maker are here fepa
rated from each other. Thus, the figure which is painted does not produce its likenefs on the 
canvafs, even though the painter fhould paint a refemblance of himfelf; for it is the foul which 
operates-, and not the external figure, which is the exemplar; nor does that which makes, ajji-
milate that which is produced to itfelf; for it is foul which makes, and that which is produced 
is the refemblance of external form. But divine forms are at the fame time paradigmatic and 
demiurgic of their refemblances: for they have no fimilitude to the impreflions in wax, but poflefs 
an efficacious effence, and a power aflimilative of things fecondary to themfelves. 

No one of thefe modes, therefore, is of itfelf fufficient to reprefent the true manner in which 
divine forms are participated. But, perhaps, if we can difcover the moft proper mode of par
ticipation, we fhall fee how each of thefe touches on the truth, at the fame time that it falls fhoit 
of the whole characteriftic. 

It is requifite, therefore, in order to this participation, to confider AS the caufes by which it 
is effected, the efficacious power of primary and divine forms, and the defire and aptitude of 
the natures which thence derive their formation. For neither is the fabricative and efficacious 
power of forms alone fufficient to produce participation; for they are every where fimilarly 
prefent, but are not fimilarly participated by all things. Nor is the defire and aptitude of the 
participants fufficient without the productive energy of forms; for defire and aptitude ATE of 
themfelves imperfect. The prolific efllnce, therefore, of the demiurgic intellect exerts AN 

efficacious 
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there be any other mode of participation befides thefe ? That Socrates faid, 
How can there be ? Does it then appear to you that the whole form 1 is 

one 
efficacious energy, which the fubject nature of fenfibles receives. But, in effecting this participa
tion, it neither makes ufe of impulfions, for it is incorporeal; nor of any indefinite impetus, as 
we do, for it is impaflive; nor of any projectile force, for it is perfect; but it operates by its 
very effence. Hence, that which is generated is an image of its maker, intellection there con
curring with effence: fo that, according as he intellectually perceives, he fabricates •, and, accord
ing as he fabricates, intellectually perceives. Hence, too, that which is generated is always 

generated by him ; for, in effential productions, that which is generated is every where confub-
fiftent with its maker. In confequence of this, in things fubfiiling according to time, form, in 
the fudden, fupervenes its fubject matter, whatever has been effected previous to its prefence alone 
removing the impediments to its reception. For, thefuddtn imitates according to the now, the 
at-once-collected and eternal generation of all things through the aptitude of the recipient. 

If, again, we defire to fee what it is which connects demiurgic power with the aptitude of re
cipients, we ftiall find it is goodnefs itfelf, this being the caufe of all poflible union. For, parti
cipations proceed to mundane caufes through a defire of good ; and demiurgic forms, through 
goodnefs, make their progreflions into fecondary natures, imitating the inexhauftible and exube
rant fountain of all good, which, through its own tranfeendent goodnefs, gives fubfiftence to 
all the divine orders, if it be lawful fo to fpeak. We have therefore thefe three caufes of the 
participation of forms, the one goodnefs of the Father of all things; the demiurgic power of 
forms, and the aptitude of the natures which receive the illuminations of forms. But, partici
pation fubfifting according to thefe caufes, we may perceive how it is poflible to aflimilate it to 
reprefentations in a mirror, and to refietlion. For aptitude and defire, which are imparted to fen
fible natures from on high, become the caufes of their being again convened to the fources whence 
they were deriyed. This participation too may, after another manner, be aflimilated to a feal. 

For the efficacious power of divine caufes imparts a veflige of ideas to fenfibles, and apparent 
impreffions from unapparent forms. For we have faid that the demiurgic caufe unites both 
thefe together. But he who produces an icon effects fomething of this kind. For in a certain 
refpect he congregates the fubject and the paradigm ; fince, when this is accomplished, he pro
duces an impreflion fimilar to the exemplar. So that thefe modes, in a certain refpect, touch 
upon the truth. But it is by no means wonderful if each is found to be deficient. For the re
cipients of ideas are partible and fenfible ; and the characteriftic peculiarity of thefe unapparent 
and divine caufes cannot be circurnferibed by the nothingnefs of corporeal natures. 

1 He who inveftigates whole and part, not corporeally, but in fuch a manner as is adapted to 
intelligible and immaterial forms, will perceive that every fenfible nature participates both of the 
whole and the part of its paradigm. For, as that has the relation of a caufe, but fenfibles are 
from a caufe, and effects can by no means receive the whole power of their caufes, hence, fen
fibles do not participate of the whole form. For, where can that which is fenfible receive the 
intellectual lives and powers of form ? Where can the uniform and impartible nature of idea 
fubfift in matter ? Becaufe however, fenfible3 preferve the idiom according to which the juji 

in 
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one in each individual of many things f Or what other opinion have you 
on this fubject ? That then Socrates faid, What hinders, O Parmenides, 

but 

in the intelligible world is called the jufl, or the beautiful the beautiful; through this again they 
may be faid to participate of wholes, and not of parts. Thus, for infhnce, the idiom of the beau~ 

tiful is every where and in all things ; but in one place it is intellectually, and in another mate
rially prefent. And it is evident that the participations of more perfect natures are more abun
dant than of thofe more remote from perfection; and that fome things participate according to 
many, and others according to a few, powers. For, let the beautiful itfelf be an inUlleclual vital 

form the caufe of fymmetry. Form, therefore, and that which is effective of fymmetryy are prefent to 
every thing beautiful: for this was the idiom of the beautiful itfelf; fo that every thing partici
pates of its whole idiom. But the intellectual nature of the beautiful is not prefent to all beauty, 
but to that which belongs to foul: for the beauty in this is uniform. Nor, again, is its vital 

nature prefent to all beauty, but to that which is celeftial; but the fplendour of beauty is feen in 
gold, and in certain ftones. Some things, therefore, participate of the intellectual and vital 
nature of the beautiful', otliers of its vital feparate from its intellectual nature; and others parti
cipate of its idiom alone. More immaterial natures, likewife, receive more of its powers than 
material natures. Things fecondary, therefore, participate both the wholes and parts of their 
proper paradigms. And in this manner it is proper to fpeak to thofe who are able to lock to the 
incorporeal cfTence of forms. But to thofe who are of opinion that the participation is corpo
real, we mull fay, that fenfibles are incapable of participating either the wholes or parts of 
ideas; which Parmenides evinces, leading Socrates to the difcovery of the moft proper mode of 
the participation of forms, and, in the firft place, that they are not participated according to the 
whole; for this was the firft thing to be fhown. And Socrates fays, that nothing hinders the 
participation of the whole form. But Parmenides reprobates the pofition inferring that one and 
the fame thing will be in many things feparate from each other, and fo the thing itfelf will be 
feparate from itfelf, which is of all things the moft abfurd. For if a finger, or any thing elfe 
which fubfifts in other things, whether it be a corporeal part or power, fhould be in many things 
feparate from each other, it would alfo be feparate from itfelf. For a corporeal power being in a 
fubject will thus belong to fubjects, and be feparate from itfelf, fince it will be both in one and 
many. And, with refpect to a body, it is impoflible that the whole of it fhould be in this place, 
and at the fame time in another. For it cannot be denied, that many bodies may be in one place 
when the bodies confift of pure immaterial light, fuch as thofe of the fpheres in which the planets 
are carried, but it is impoffible for the fame body to be at the fame time in many places. And 
hence it is impoftible for a whole to be in many fubjects corporeally. 

But, fays Proclus, if you wifh to perceive the accuracy of Plato's didticn in a manner adapted 
to theological peculation, divide the words, and fay as follows: — Since forms firft fubfift in the 
paradigm of intelligibles, as we learn in theTimaeus, each of the firft forms will be one, and being, 

and a whole. And being fuch, it is impoffible for the fame thing to be in many things feparate 
from each other, and at once, except in an exempt manner; fo as to be both every where and 
no where, and, being prefent with all things without time, to be unmingled with them. For 

every 
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but that it mould be one ? As it is, therefore, one and the fame in things 
many and feparate from each other, the whole will be at the fame time one, 
and fo itfelf will be feparate from itfelf. That Socrates faid, It would not 
be fo : but juft as if this form was day 1 , this being one and the fame, is col
lectively prefent in many places, and yet is not any thing the more feparate 
from itfelf; in the fame manner, every form may be at once one and the fame 
in all. That Parmenides then faid, You have made, O Socrates, one and 
the fame thing to be collectively prefent in many places, in a very pleafant 
manner ; juft as if, covering many men with a veil, you mould fay that there 
is one whole, together with the many. Do you not think that you would 
make an affertion of this kind ? That Socrates faid, Perhaps fo. Will, 
therefore, the whole veil fubfift together with each man, or a different part 
of it with each individual ? A different part only. That Parmenides faid, 
Thefe forms then, O Socrates, are divifible *, and their participants par
ticipate only parts of them : and hence there will no longer be one whole 
form in each individual, but only one part of each form. So indeed it 

every divine form, being in itfelf, is alfo prefent with others. And thofe natures which are inca
pable of being at the fame time in many things, derive this inability from not being in themfelves: 
for that which is fomething belonging to one thing is not capable of belonging to another. 

1 That Socrates, fays Proclus, derived his example of day from the difcourfe of Zeno, is evi
dent. For Zeno, wifhing to evince how the many participate of a certain one, and are not de-
ftitute of the one, though they mould be moft remotely feparated from each other, fays in this 
very difcourfe, that whitenefs, being one, is prefent both to us and the antipodes, in the fame 
manner as day and night. 'On (XEV ex rov Cuvavoc \oyov TO vapahiyfjuz s»x>ipE, JUAOV EXEIVOJ yap ^uaat 

0ou\Ofjt.tvo$ OTTWJ ra ?roX?.a /LCETEXE' Tivog EVOJ, xai oux tariv tpri/xa evog, xav fttt&rrixei TroppooTaTu ait a*M*cov, 
EITEV ev TOJ avTa "Koyu fxiav ov7av rw \iuxt>Tr\ra irotpuvcti xai r.pw TOIJ avriirocriv, bvrox; u( tu$po\w xai TY\V 

y\y.tp<xv. Parmenides, however, corrects Socrates, as no longer preferving, by the example of day, 
form one and the fame ; but as introducing the partible inftead of the impartible, and that which 
is one, and at the fame time not one, inftead of one ; fuch as is whitenefs with us and the anti
podes. For tire intention of Zeno's difcourfe was not to afcend to feparate form, but to lead his 
auditors to that form which fubfifts with, and is infeparable from, the many. 

a Every thing fenfible is a multitude which has an adventitious one, but form is a certain one 
comprehending multitude uniformly. For in divine natures progreftion begins from the one, 
and from hyparxis ; fince, if multitude fubfifts prior to the one, the one will be adventitious. 
From thefe things alfo, fays Proclus, you may underftand how fables aflert that there are certain 
divifions and lacerations of the Gods, when they are divifibly participated by fecondary natures, 
which diftribute the impartible caufes of things partible prefubfifting in the Gods. For the 
divifion is not in reality of the divinities, but of thefe fecondary natures, about them. 

feems. 
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feems. Are you then willing to afTert that one form is in reality divided, 
and that neverthelefs it is ftill one ? That Socrates faid, By no means. 
For fee (faid Parmenides), whether upon dividing magnitude 1 itfelf, it 
would not be abfurd that each of the many things which are great, fhould 
be great by a part of magnitude lefs than magnitude itfelf? Entirely fo, faid 
Socrates. 

1 Parmenides, fays Proclus, wifhing to (how the abfurdity of admitting that a formal eflence is 
partible, difcourfes concerning magnitude, equality, and parvitude, becaufe each of thefe is 
beheld about quantity. But quantity has not by any means a part the fame with the whole, in 
the fame manner as a part of quality appears to prefcrve the fame power with the whole ; whence 
alfo a part of fire is indeed diminifhed according to quantity, but according to quality preferves 
the nature of fire. In magnitude, therefore, equality, and parvitude, he very properly confutes 
thofe who fay that forms are partible. For, if thofe forms which efpecially appear to be partible, 
becaufe they introduce with themfelves the conception of quantity, cannot be divifible, by a much 
greater reafon other forms mud be impartible, which do not introduce together with themfelves 
fuch a conception; fuch as are the juft itfelf, the beautiful itfelf, the fimilar itfelf, and the dif
fimilar itfelf, which Parmenides co-ordinating with magnitude itfelf inquires how they are par
ticipated by fenfibles. About thefe, therefore, which appear to be quantities, he very properly 
forms the demonftration, and, in the firft place, about magnitude. For, let magnitude be cor
poreally divifible. The part, therefore, will be lefs than the whole; and, if this be the cafe, the 
whole will be greater than the part. So that, if fenfible magnitude receiving a part of magnitude 
in the intelligible world, i. e. of magnitude itfelf, becomes great, this very thing is called great 
from receiving that which is fmaller: for a part of magnitude itfelf is lefs and fmaller. But it is 
fuppofed that things which participate of the great are great, and that things which participate of 
the fmall are fmall. 

Let us however confider magnitude itfelf by itfelf, apart from corporeal divifion. Do we not, 
therefore, fay that it has multitude, and is not one alone ? But, if it has multitude, (hall we fay 
that each of its parts is magnitude itfelf, or that each is lefs than the whole, but is by no means 
fmall? For, if a part is magnitude itfelf, in no refpect lefs than the whole, there will be a pro
greflion to infinity; fince this will not only be the cafe with this part, but alfo with its parts, and 
the parts of its parts, the parts always being the fame with the wholes. But if magnitude has 
not magnitudes as its parts, the whole will confift from parts unadapted to it. It is necefTary, 
therefore, that the parts as it were of magnitude itfelf fhould be magnitudes, according with the 
whole, but yet not that which the whole is. For the part of fire is fire, but the power of the 
whole is greater than that of the part; and neither does the whole confift from cold parts, nor is 
each part of equal ftrength with the whole. Hence we muft conceive that magnitude itfelf has 
twofold powers, one of which inferts tranfeendency in incorporeals with refpect to incorporeals; 
for in thefe there is a certain magnitude, and the other in bodies with refpect to bodies. So 
that, though form poflefles abundance of power, yet it does not depart from its proper idiom in 
the multitude of the powers which it contains. By fpcculating intellectually in this manner 
parts and wholes in ideas, we fliall avoid the abfurdities with which Parmenides fhows the fpecu
lation of them in a corporeal manaer is attended. 

VOL, III. H But 
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But what then? Can that which participates a part of equal1 itfelf, he 
equal to any thing by this its part of equality, which is lefs than equal itfelf? 

1 Magnitude itfelf is the fo'urce of tranfcendency and exempt perfection to all things, whether 
fuch tranfcendency and perfection be intellectual, or vital, or fubfifting with interval. But the 
equal is the caufe of harmony and analogy to all things : for from equality, as we (hall fhow in 
the Additional Notes to the Timscus, all the mediums are derived, as well thofe belonging to the 
foul and fuch as are phyfical, as thofe that are mathematical; and the end of it is friendfhip and 
union. Since therefore the demiurgus, in adorning the univerfe, employed all the mediums, and 
the arithmetical, geometrical, and harmonic bonds proceeding from thefe, it may be fafely in
ferred that the one intellectual caufe of thefe, which generates and adorns them, is this demiurgic 
equality. For, as the monad which fubfifts in the demiurgus gives fubfiftence to every natural 
number, fo the equality which is there, generates all the mediums or middles which are here ; 
fince alfo the equality which is contained in our dianoctic part generates the mathematical 
mediums. But, if this be the cafe in images, much more in intellectual forms is equality the 
prolific fource of all the variety of mediums which proceed about the world. Equality, there
fore, is the caufe of thefe to all mundane natures. It is likewife the fupplier of co-ordination to 
beings; juft as magnitude is the caufe of exempt perfection, and parvitude of effential fubjedtion. 
It appears, indeed, that all beings are adorned from this triad of forms, as they impart tran
fcendency to fuperior natures, fubjedtion to fuch as are inferior, and a communion of the fame 
feries to fuch as are co-ordinate. And it is evident that the perpetually indiflbluble feries of 
wholes are generated according to this triad. For every feries requires thefe three, viz. tran

fcendency, co-crdinaticn and fubjeclion. So that, if there are certain progrefhons of every form from 
on high, as far as to the laft of things, and which, together with communion, preferve the di-
flinction between things fecond and firft, they are perfected through this triad. 

Let us now fee how Parmenides confutes thofe who think that fenfible equals participate parts 
of equality itfelf corporeally. For, if any fenfible particular thus participates a part of equality, 
it is evident that it participates of fomething lefs than the whole. But, if this be the cafe, that 
which participates of the lefTer is no longer lcffer, but equal. It ought not however to be fo; 
fince it is agreed that forms give the appellations of themfelves to fenfibles. Hence that which 
participates of the leffer muft not be called equal, but lefTer; nor muft that which participates of 
the equal be called lefTer, but equal; nor that which participates of the greater be denominated 
equal or lefTer, but greater. If, therefore, we direct our view to equality itfelf as an incorporeal 
elTence, we muft fay that being one it contains in itfelf the caufes of all equalities, viz. of the 
equality in weights, in corporeal mafTes, in multitudes, in dignities and in generations ; fo that 
each of fuch-like particulars, which arc all-various, is a certain equal, pofTefhog a power and 
dignity fubordinate to the whole. Since every form, therefore, generates all the idioms of the 
powers which it contains, it follows that there are many equalities comprehended under one 
equality. Nor ought we to wonder if all equalities, being fubordinate to their comprehending 
unity, fuffer this through the participation of parvitude itfelf. For all forms communicate with 
all; and magnitude itfelf, fo far as it poflefTes a lefTer power than other forms, participates of par
vitude. Parvitude itfelf alfo, fo far as it furpafTcs other forms, participates of magnitude itfelf; 
while in the mean time every form is participated by fenfibles fo far as it is that which it is, and 
not fo far as it communicates with others. 
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It is impoffible. But fome one of us muff. pofTefs a part of this fmall 
quantity ; and that which is fmall itfelf1 will be greater than this, this fmall 

quantity 
1 Parvitude itfelf may be confidered as that which is the fburcc of fubjccYion in all forms, or 

it may be faid to be that which fupplies impartiality, connected continuity, and a power which 
converges to the fame in every form. For through this fouls are able to proceed from a life 
extended with body and fenfe to a more impartible form of life. Through this alfo bodies are 
compreffed and connectedly contained in their indivifible caufes ; the whole world is one, and 
pofiefTes the whole of its life converging in one thing, the middle; and from this the poles and 
centres, and all impartible fections, and contacts of circles, are derived. But the prefent difcourfe 
evinces that it is impoflible for fenfibles to participate a part of parvitude corporeally. For, if 
parvitude itfelf had a certain part, it would be greater than its part; fince a part of the fmall, fo 
far as it is a part, muft: be fmaller than the whole: fo that the fmall will evidently be greater than 
its proper part, which is fmaller than it. But it is impoflible that the fmall fimply confidered 
mould be greater. For we now confider parvitude itfelf by itfelf, without any connection with 
magnitude. And fuch is the abfurdity attending thofe that divide parvitude when fuch divifion 
is confidered in the form itfelf. But we may alfo inveftigate another abfurdity which takes 
place in the participants of parvitude, and which is as follows: If we divide the fmall itfelf, 
fince the part of it is, as has been fhown, fmaller than the whole, it is evident that the thing, 
to which the part taken away from the whole of the fmall is added, will become greater by this 
addition, and not fmaller. Hence parvitude muft not be divided. 

We may alfo, fays Proclus, interpret the prefent paflage in the fame manner as our aflbciate 
Pericles. For, to whatever the part taken away from the fmall is added, this muft necciTarily 
become greater ; but, by adding to that fame thing the remaining part of the fmall thus divided, 
the whole thing will become fmall, and not greater than it was before : for the form was fmall 
from the beginning. It is abfurd, therefore, to think that the fmall can be divided. Proclus 
adds, that the prefent paflage to fome appeared fo difficult, that they confidered it as fpurious. 
The words of Parmenides however, by introducing certain ablations and additions, evince that 
the participation which he reprobates is corporeal. 

But we may aflert in common, fays Proclus, reflecting thefe three forms, magnitude, parvi
tude, and equality, or rather concerning all forms at once, that they are impartible, and are 
allotted an incorporeal eflence. For every thing corporeal, being bounded according to interval, 
cannot after the fame manner be prefent to things greater and lefTer; but the equal,, the greater, 
the lefTer, and, in a fimilar manner, every other form are prefent to their participants, whatever 
interval they may pofTefs. All forms, therefore, are without interval. For the fame reafon they 
are alfo cftablifhed above all place; fince without impediment they are every where prefent to 
their participants. But tilings which fubfift in place are naturally deftitute of this unimpeded 
prefenee : for ir is impoflible that they can be participated by all things which are arrauged in 
different phces. In like manner, forms are entirely expanded above all time : for they arc 
prefent untemporally and collectively to all things; fince generations themfelves are certain pre
parations which precede the participations of forms. And generations indeed fubfift in time, but 

H 2 forms 



T H E P A R M E N I D E S . 

quantity being a part of fmall itfelf; and thus fmall itfelf will be that which 
is greater: but that to which this part which was taken away is added, will 
become fmaller, and not greater than it was before. That Socrates faid— 
This cannot take place. But after what manner * then, O Socrates, can 

individuals 

forms give the participations of themfelves to generated natures, in an inftant, impartibly, with
out being in any refpect indigent of temporal extenfion. Let not, therefore, any one transfer 
from participants to the things participated, either time, or local comprehenfion, or corporeal 
divifion ; nor let him, in fhort, underftand in forms either corporeal compofitions or feparations. 
For thefe things are very remote from the immaterial fimplicity of forms, and from the purity of 
an impartible efTence which is contained in eternity. 

1 The whole form of thefe words, fays Proclus, is excitative and maieutic of the conceptions 
of Socrates. Hence Parmenides does not add, like one who contends for victory in difputation, 
"fenfibles, therefore, do not participate ̂  of forms," but he excites Socrates, and calls forth his 
intellect to the difcovery of the mod proper mode of participation. But we have already obferved' 
that whole and part are not to be confidered corporeally, but in a manner accommodated to« 
immaterial and intellectual ciTences. Senfibles, therefore, participate both the whole and ths 
parts of form. For, fo far as the idiom of every form proceeds in its participants as far as to the 
laft of them, the participation is that of a whole; but, fo far as things fecondary do not receive 
all the power of their caufes, the participation is of parts. Hence the more elevated of parti
cipants receive more powers of the paradigm ; but the more fubordinate, fewer- So that, if there 
are men in other parts of the univerfe better than us, thefe, being nearer the idea of man, wilL 
have a greater communion with it, and according to a greater number of powers. Hence the 
ccleflial lion is intellectual, but the fublunary irrational: for the former is nearer to the idea of 
lion than the latter. The idiom indeed of idea pervades as far as to mortal natures; and hence 
things fublunary fympathize with things celcftial. For one form, and communion according to 
this, produce the fympathy. The moon alfo, fays Proclus, as beheld in the heavens is a divinity; 
but the lunar form, which is beheld here in ftones, preferves alfo a power appropriate to the 
lunar order, fince it increafes and decreafes in conformity to the changes of the moon. Thus, one 
idiom proceeds from on high as far as to the laft of things; and it is evident that it proceeds 
through mediums. For, if there is this one form both in Gods and ftones, much prior to its 
being prefent with the latter muft it fubfift in the middle genera, fuch aj daemons,, or other 
animals. For certain feries pervade from the intellectual Gods to the heavens,, and again from 
the heavens into generation or the fublunary realms, being changed according to each of the 
elements, and fubfiding as far as to earth. But of thefe feries the higher parts participate in a 
greater, but the lower in a lefler degree ; one idiom being extended to all the parts, which makes 
the whole feries one-

Again, after another manner, we may fay that fenfibles participate both of the whole and oi 
the parts of form. They participate of the whole, fo far as the fabrication of form is impartible : 
whence alfo the fame whole is every where prefent to all things, fubfifting from itfelf in the firfl 
place, and afterwards filling the effence of its participants with its proper power. But they par 

4 ticipaU 
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individuals participate of forms, if they are neither able to participate ac
cording to parts, nor according to wholes ? That Socrates faid, It does not 
appear to me, by Jupiter, to be in any refpecl an eafy matter to define a 
cireumftance of this kind. But what will you fay to this? To what? 
I think that you confider every form as one *, on this account; becaufe, 
fince a certain multitude of particulars feems to you to be great, there may 
perhaps appear to him who furveys them all to be one idea, from whence you 

think 
ticipate of the parts of form, fo far as they do not participate of form itfelf, but of its images ;• 
and images are parts of their pToper paradigms. For image is to its paradigm, as a part to the 
whole. And if anyone, admitting this expofition, examines what has been already delivered 
concerning ideas, none of thofe impombilities will follow, which fome of the antients have 
confidered as the inevitable confequences of the doctrine of ideas*. For, will it any longer be 
impoffible that the fame thing fhould be in all things, if we admit that an immaterial and intel
lectual form fubfifting in itfelf, and requiring no feat nor place, is equally prefent to all things 
which are able to participate it ? Will it be impofhble that efTentially impartible form, and which 
pre-fubfifts as one, fhould be divided in its participants and fuftain a Titanic divulfion ? And 
how is it not moft true that what participates of magnitude itfelf participates of the lefTer ? For 
magnitude in the participant, being divifible, is the image of magnitude itfelf; but the image is 
lefs than the paradigm by a certain part. In like manner, that which we call equal in fenfibles* 
is lefs than the power of the equal itfelf, and is nothing more than the image of perfection ; but 
the equal itfelf is greater than this, fo far as it is more perfect in power.' In fhort, with refpect 
to each of thefe three forms, fince they are exempt from their participants, meafure their eflence, 
and impart the caufe of fubjedtion to them -r according to exempt tranfcendency, each employs 
magnitude itfelf; according to a meafuring power, the equal itfelf; and according to the gift of 
fubjedtion, parvitude itfelf. All, therefore, co-operate with each other in the gifts which they 
impart to fecondary natures. For, if magnitude itfelf imparts a power which extends to all 
things, but parvitude impartiality, they are connafcent with each other ; Gnee then pervadinĝ  
more impartibly to a great number of particulars, they are impartible in a greater degree r and 
both are in a greater degree equal, by being efpecially the meafures both of themfelves and 
others. There is nothing, therefore, abfurd, nothing impoffible, if whole and part are confidered. 
in a manner adapted to the nature of forms ; but alt things follow appropriately to the hypothefis. 
Whence alfo Parmenides appears continually to afk Socrates, how fenfibles participate of, and 
how whole and part are to be furveyed in, fcrms, elevating him tQ the moft true conceptions 
concerning ideas. 

1 From what has been already delivered (fays Proclus) it is fufEcicntly evident that forms are 
not participated in a corporeal manner; whence we may infer that neither do they fabricate 
corporeally, nor operate by impulfion, like the motions of bodies. But if this be the cafe, it is 
evident that the order of forms is incorporeal. In the Sophifta, therefore, it is fhown that the 
one is incorporeal ; for, if it were body, it would require fomething'elfe to unite its parts. But it 
is here fhown that true being and intcllecluctlforms have an impartible fubfiftence : and in the Laws,. 

that 
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think them to be one great thing. That then Socrates faid, You fpeak the 
truth. But what if you confider the great 1 itfelf and other things which 

are 
that fouls are incorporeal through their felf-motive hypoftafis. Thefe, however, are the thice 
orders prior to fenfibles, viz. the order of fouls, the order of intelletlual effences, and the order of 
unities, the" immediate progeny of the one. 

But here Parmenides afcends to a more perfect: hypothefis concerning ideas, viz. whether fen
fibles participate of ideas as of phyfical reafons or productive principles, which are coordinate and 
connafcent with their participants, but are at the fame time incorporeal: for the doubt prior to 
this confidered the participation of ideas as corporeal. Parmenides, therefore, afcends to a cer
tain incorporeal reafon, which, looking to things, we muft define to be phyfical, and muft aflert, 
that the mode of participation is indeed incorporeal, but poflefles fomething common with its 
participants. For if, together with incorporeal participation, we alfo confider the things partici
pated as perfectly exempt from their participants, there will no longer any doubt remain con
cerning the participation \ fince thefe two, things produce the doubt, the corporeal mode of being 
prefent, and the pofleflion of fomething common between ideas and their participants, to which 
Socrates looking in the Phaedo fays, that it is dubious whether participation is the prefeuce of 
forms, as in the preceding inquiry, whether fenfibles participate of the whole of form, or only of 
a part; or whether it is not a being prefent. This fecond inquiry, therefore, confiders form as 
in its participants, and as coordinate with them. For phyfical reafons and natures are arranged 
above bodies and the apparent order of forms; but at the fame time they verge to bodies, and do 

not' 
1 Ideas muft be confidered as exempt and feparate from, and as generative of, the many ; and 

the tranfitions from things which are feparated muft be made, not through privations, but through 
forjns, and in forms, till we arrive at felf-fubfiftent and firft natures. For how, through things 
indefinite and formlefs, can we arrive at form and bound ? Afcending, indeed, from things ma
terial to fpermatic reafons, we (hall find fomething common in them, but which is imperfect; 
and proceeding from thefe to caufes fubfifting in foul, we (hall perceive that the effective power 
of thefe is temporal. But if we run back to forms which are truly fo called, we fhall find that 
there is nothing common between thefe and fenfibles. For thefe true forms are perfect, and 
their energy is incorporeal and eternal, and is above all generation. For the characterises of all 
generation are the imperfect from itfelf, the partible, the temporal, from which forms being 
purified, they are liberated from all fenfibles, and pofTefs nothing in common with them ; fo that 
it is no longer poflible to make a tranfition to any other fomething common. As, therefore, fays 
Proclus, we obferved in commenting on the former doubt, that forms are prefent with their par
ticipants through that which they impart, and are not prefent through their feparate hypoftafis; 
fo, with refpect to this fecond doubt, we fay, that forms communicate with their participants, and 
do not communicate. They communicate by illuminating them from themfelves, but do not 
communicate, in confequence of being unmingled with the illuminated natures. So that a cer
tain fimilitude to them is divulfed, not from forms themfelves, but from the illuminations pro
ceeding from them. Hence, through thefe they are faid to communicate after a certain manner 
with fenfibles ; not as in things fynonymous, but as in things fecond and firft. 
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are great, in the fame manner, with the eye of the foul, will not again a 
certain fomething which is great appear to you, through which all thefe 

neceffarily 
not connect them exemptly. Hence, alfo, phyfical reafons are entirely coordinated with fenfible 
forms. But Parmenides himfelf clearly teaches how we afcend to phyfical reafons; fince we 
recur from things common in particulars to the proximate caufe of them, which is entirely phy
fical form. For, perceiving many things that are great, and one idea extending to all thefe, we 
conceive that there is a certain fomething great which is common to the magnitude in particulars. 
But that the difcourfe is about phyfical form, and a tranfition from fenfibles to this form, is evi
dent, as Proclus juftly obferves, from Parmenides employing fuch expreflions as TO oitaQai, TO oofa, 

TO 0W1, TO nyn, and the like, which could not be employed about things which are objects of 
fcience, but are only adapted to phyfical concerns. In like manner we muft fay, with refpect to 
men, that we fee many men, and one idea extending to all of them, the man in particulars. 
Whence we think that one man pre-fubfifts in the reafons or productive principles of nature, 
generative of the apparent man, and that thus the many participate of the one, as of phyfical 
reafon proceeding into matter; fuch reafon or form not being feparate from matter, but refem-
bling a feal verging to the wax, imprefling in it the form which it contains, and caufing it to be 
adapted to the whole of the inferted form.' As the proximate tranfition, therefore, is from bodies 
to natures, Parmenides evinces that phyfical reafons fall fhort of the perfection of ideas, which is 
primary and unmingled with its participants. 

From hence it may be inferred, that, as form is that primarily which the multitude under it is 
fecondarily, it neither communicates with this multitude according to name alone, nor is fynony-
mous with it; and that it is not necefTary again to inveftigate that which is common to form and 
its depending multitude. When, therefore, we confider the one in every form, we ought not to 
inveftigate it either doxaftically or dianoelically : for thefe knowledges are not connate with in
tellectual monads, which neither belong to the objects of opinion, nor to thofe of the dianoetic 
part, as we learn from the fixth book of the Republic. But it is fit that we fhould furvey the 
fimple and uniform cfTence of forms through intellectual intuition. Nor muft we conceive that 
the one in thefe fubfifts according to compofition from the many, or by an abftraction from par
ticulars : for the intellectual number of forms proceeds from the good and the one, and does not 
depart from a union and alliance adapted to the caufe which gave it fubfiftence. Hence, Socrates 
in the Phiiebus, at one time calls ideas unities, and at another time monads. For, confidered 
with relation to the one, they are monads, becaufe each is a multitude, fince it is a certain being, 
life, and intellectual form ; but confidered with relation to their productions, and the feries to 
which they give fubfiftence, they are unities; for things pofterior to them are multiplied, and from 
their impartible efTence become partible. If, therefore, that which is characterized by unity in 
forms is exempt from the many, it is evident that the knowledge of intellect, which is profoundly 
one, is fufficient to the apprehenfion of the one of forms. Whether, therefore, there is a multi
tude of participants, it does not multiply the unity of that which is participated; or, whether 
there are differences of parts in the participants, the impartible nature of forms is preferved im
mutable ; or, whether there is compofition in that which participates, the fimplicity of intel-

kaual 
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neceffarily feem to be great ? It feems fo. Hence, another form of magni
tude will become apparent, befides magnitude itfelf and its participants: and 

befides 
lectual forms remains eternally the fame. For they are neither connumerated with their effects, 
nor do they give completion to their eflence; fince, if they fubfifted in their productions, they 
could not be beheld as the principle of them, and as their prolific caufe. For, in fhort, every 
thing whicji is fomething belonging to another cannot be a caufe, fimply confidered; fince every 
true caufe is exempt from its effects, and is eftablilhed in itfelf and from itfelf, feparate from its 
participants. He, therefore, who is willing to pafs from thefe fenfiblesj and every way divided 
natures, to forms themfelves, rrrafl permit intellect inftead of opinion to be the leader of the 
way, and muft contemplate every form uncoordinated and unmingled with objects of fenfe; 
•neither conceiving that they pofTefs any habitude with fenfibles, nor furveying any common defi
nition of effence between them and the many, nor, in fhort, any coordination of participants 
and the things which are participated. But he who ufes opinion in this tranfition, and appre
hends forms mingled with fenfibles, and connumerated with material reafons, will fcarcely afcend 
as far as to nature, and the phyfical order of forms: whence, again, he muft after thefe con
template other more total monads, and this to infinity, till, arriving at intellectual boundaries 
themfelves, he beholds fn thefe felf-fubfifling, moft fimple, and eternal natures, the definite 
derivation of forms. Parmenides, therefore, gradually evinces that primary are expanded 
above divifible forms, and all that is mingled and connumerated with thcfc, and this according 
to a wonderful tranfcendency of nature. 

And here, what Socrates obferves in the Phsedo refpecting the participation of forms, is wor
thy of admiration: for he there fays, that he cannot yet ftrenuoufly affirm whether it is requifite 
to call this participation prefence, or communion, or any thing elfe befides thefe. For, from the firft 
doubt, it may be evinced that it is impoflible for the participation to be prefence, fince neither the 
whole, nor certain parts of them, are able to be prefent with their participants. But, from this 
fecond doubt, we may confute thofe who contend that the participation is communion. If, there
fore, there is any thing common to ideas and their participants, there will be a tranfition ad 
infinitum from the participants of that which is common to that which is common ; and hence 
this latter doubt is different from the former. For the former was, that form is prefent with its 
participants, and is fomething belonging to them; but the latter, that form is different from its 
participant, but poflefies an abundant communion with it. Hence, in the former, the argument 
proceeds from the inability of form being prefent, either according to the whole or a part of 
itfelf; but, in the latter, it no longer proceeds in a fimilar manner, but, from that which is com
mon in form and its participant, again afcends to fomething elfe which is more common than the 
one form, and the many by which it is participated. He alone, therefore, can aflign a fcicntific 
reafon concerning the participation of forms, who takes away that which is corporeal in their 
being prefent, and removes that which is common from an incorporeal efTcnce. For thus ideas 
will be incorporeally prefent with their participants, but will not be fubdued by one relation to
wards them; that they may be every where, through their incorporeal nature, and no where, in 
confequence of being exempt from their participants. For a communion with participants takes 

away 



T H E P A R M E N I D E S . 57 

befides all thefe another magnitude, through which all thefe become great; 
fo that each of your forms will no longer be one thing, but an infinite mul

titude. 
away exempt tranfcendency. For it is requifite, indeed, that there fhould be communion, yet 
not as of things coordinate, but only fo far as participants are fufpended from ideas; but ideas 
are perfectly exempt from their participants. Corporeal prefence, however, obfeures a prefence 
every way impartible. Bodies therefore, are things incapable of being wholly in many things; 
but efTentially incorporeal natures are wholly prefent to things which are able to participate 
them ; or, rather, they are not prefent to their participants, but their participants are prefent to 
them. And this is what Socrates obfcurely fignifics in the Phaedo, when he fays, " whether pre
fence, or communion, or any thing elfe may be the caufe of the participation of forms." Forms, 
therefore, muft not be admitted to be the progeny and blofibms of matter, as they were faid to 
be by the Stoics ; nor muft it be granted that they confift from a comixture of fimple elements; 
nor that they have the fame elTence with fpermatic reafons. For all thefe things evince their 
fubfiftence to be corporeal, imperfect:, and divifible. Whence, then, on fuch an hypothefis, is 
perfection derived to things imperfect ? Whence union to things every way diffipated? Whence 
is a never-failing cfTcnce prefent with things perpetually generated, unlefs the incorporeal and 
all-perfect order of forms has a fubfiftence prior to thefe ? Others again, of the antients, fays 
Proclus, al êd that which is common in particulars as the caufe of the permanency in forms: 
for man gen les man, and the fimilar is produced from the fimilar. They ought, however, at 
the fame time o have directed their attention to that which gives fubfiftence to what is common 
in particular . for, as we have before obferved, true caufes are exempt from their effects. That 
which is c .imon, therefore, in particulars, may be aflimilated to one and the fame feal which 
is imprellcd in many pieces of wax, and which remains the fame, without failing, while the pieces 
of wax are changed. What, then, is it which proximately imprefTes this feal in the wax ? For 
matter is analogous to the wax, the fenfible man to the type, and that which is Common in par
ticulars, and verges to things, to the ring itfelf. What elfe, then, can we aflign as the caufe of 
this, than nature proceeding through matter, and thus giving form to that which is fenfible, by 
her own inherent reafons ? Soul, therefore, will thus be analogous to the hand which ufes the 
ring, fince foul is the leader of nature ; that which ranks as a whole of the whole of nature, and 
that which is partial of a partial nature. But intellect will be analogous to the foul which im
prefTes the wax through the hand and the ring 5 which intellect fills that which is fenfible through 
foul and the nature of forms, and is itfelf the true Porus *, generative of the reafons which 
flow, as far as to matter. It is not necefTary, therefore, to ftop at the things common in parti
culars, but we fhould inveftigate the caufes of them. For why do men participate of this peculiar 
fomething which is common, but another animal of a different fomething common, except 
through unapparent reafons ? For nature is the one mother of all things *, but what are the caufes 
of definite fimilitudes ? And why do we fay the generation is according to nature when man is 
from man, unlefs there is a reafon of men in nature, according to which all fenfible men fubfift? 
For it is not becaufe that which is produced is an animal, fince if it were a lion that was pro-
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* Sec the fpeech of Diotima in the Banquet. 
I duced 
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TITUDE. BUI THAT UPON THIS SOCRATES REPLIED, PERHAPS, O PARMENIDES, EACH 

OF THEFE FORMS IS NOTHING MORE THAN AN INTELLE&UAL conception WHICH 

OUGHT 

disced from a man, it would be a natural animal indeed, but would no longer be according to 
nature, becaufe it would not be generated according to a proper reafon. It is necefTary, therefore, 
that there fhould be another caufe of fimilars prior to fimilars; and hence it is necefTary to recur 
from the things common in particulars to the one caufe which proximately gives fubfiftence to fen
fibles, and to which Parmenides himfelf leads us. That he does not, however, think it proper 
that we fhould flop at this caufe, he manifefts from what follows. For if, looking to thefe things 
which are common, we with, beginning from thefe, to fafhion ideas, in confequence of recur
ring in a fimilar manner to them from all things, we fhall be in want not only of things of which 
there are ideas, but alfo of thofe of which there are not, fuch as of things contrary to nature, of 
things artificial, of things unefTential, and of fuch as have no fubfiftence, fuch as an animal min
gled from a goat and flag, (rooty•EXaQos), or an animal mingled from a horfe and centaur, (IWOKEV-
Twpos) > for there are alfo things common jn thefe, and thus we fhall eftablifh ideas of non-entities. 
To which we may add, that we muft likewife admit that there are ideas of infinities, as of irra
tional lines, and the ratios in numbers: for both thefe are infinite, and of both there are things 
common. If, therefore, we fafhion certain ideas from thefe, we fhall often make infinities, 
though it is requifite that ideas fhould be lefs numerous than their participants, the participants 
of each, at the fame time, being many. Very properly, therefore, does Parmenides direct the 
mode of tranfition to ideas, as not being fcientific, if it proceeds from the things common in fen
fibles i for it will always be poflible to conceive different things common, and thus to proceed ad 
infinitum. But this is evident from the words that immediately follow. 

1 The fourth problem concerning ideas is here confidered, viz. what kind of beings they are, 
or in other words, where they fubfift, whether in fouls, or prior to fouls. Socrates, therefore, 
being feparated by Parmenides from phyfical forms, calls idea a conception belonging to the foul, 
(vwfAct ^vx«*cv), and defines the place of it to be foul. For the form in foul is one and incorporeal; 
and this dogma is not attended with the former difficulties. For this form is exempt from the 
many, and is not co-ordinate with them like the forms in matter, in confequence of being allotted 
a fubfiftence in foul. There is likewife nothing common between this form and the many; no* 
s it either according to the whole, or a part of itfelf, in its participants, fo that it may be fhown 
to be feparate from itfelf, or to have a partible fubfiftence. Socrates, therefore, by adopting this 
dogma, avoids the above-mentioned doubts. But, fays Proclus, when Socrates calls idea a coth-

ception (von/tot), we muft not think that he afTerts it to be that which is the object of intellectual 
vifion, v t o vooufitvcv) in the fame manner as we call that which is apprehended by fenfe Jenftble 
(if cujQvfMa fans* t o rr> aurQrmi Xnnrou); but that intelligence itfelf underftanding form, is here called 
a conception; being fo denominated as a certain theorem and dogma ingenerated in fouls, about 
dogmatized and deiform concerns. ( 'Ovtw voy-ta XeyopEvov «$ Sewpjua t i xai hypa EV rat; -\>v%a^ eyyivo-

fitvov mioi ruv o^oy/jLccri^ofAtvuv xai SEOEISCOV TTfayparuv). This conception, therefore, he fays is ingenerated 

in fouls, through the word ingenerated, (tyymo-Qat), manifefling that it does not fubfift in them ejfen-

tially* And this is that form of pofterior origin ( t o vo-ttpoymi tifos), which fome of the followers 
4 «* 
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ought not to fubfift any where but in the foul; and if this be the cafe, each 
will be one: and the confequences juft now mentioned will not enfue. That 

Parmenides 

of Ariftotle, and moft of the moderns, fo much celebrate, but which is entirely different from that 
reafon or form which abides efTentially in fouls, and does not derive its fubfiftence from an 
abftraction from fenfibles. Looking to this efTential reafon we fay, that the foul is all forms, and 
is the place of forms, not in capacity only, but in that kind of energy, through which we call one 
(killed in geometry a geometrician in energy, even when he does not geometrize, and which 
Ariftotle accurately calls the prior form of being in energy. This, therefore, which is denomi
nated a conception, as of pofterior origin, is very properly faid to be different from the efTential 
reafon of the foul: for it is more obfcure than the many in fenfibles, as being pofterior and not 
prior to them. But the efTential reafon or form of the foul is more perfect, becaufe the concep
tion of pofterior origin, or in modern language, abftracT idea, has a lefs effence than the many, 
but the efTential form more. 

That it is not, however, proper to flop at conceptions of pofterior origin, i. e. notions gained 
by an abftraction from fenfible particulars, but that we fhould proceed to thofe effential reafons 
which are allotted a perpetual fubfiftence within the foul, is evident to thofe who are able to fur-
vey the nature of things. For, whence is man able to collect into one by reafoning the percep
tions of many fenfes, and to confider one and the fame unapparent form prior to things apparent, 
and feparated from each other ; but no other animal that we are acquainted with, furveys this 
fomething common, for neither does it pofTefs a rational effence, but alone employs fenfe, and 
appetite, and imagination ? Whence, then, do rational fouls generate thefe univerfals, and 
recur from the fenfes to that which is the object of opinion ? It is becaufe they efTentially pofTefs 
the gnoftically productive principles of things: for, as nature pofTeffes a power productive of 
fenfibles, by containing reafons, or productive principles, and fafhions, and connects fenfibles, fo 
as by the inward eye to form the external, and in a fimilar manner the finger, and every other 
particular; fo he who has a common conception of thefe, by previoufly poffefTing the reafons of 
things, beholds that which each pofTeffes in common. For he does not receive this common 
fomething from fenfibles; fince that which is received from fenfibles is a phantafm, and not the 
object of opinion. It likewife remains within fuch as it was received from the beginning, that it 
may not be falfe, and a non-entity, but does not become more perfect and venerable, nor does 
it originate from any thing elfe than the foul. Indeed, it muft not be admitted that nature in 
generating generates by natural reafons and meafures, but that foul in generating does not 
generate by animaftic reafons and caufes. But if matter pofTeffes that which is common in the 
many, and this fomething common is effential, and more effence than individuals; for this is 
perpetual, but each of thofe is corruptible, and they derive their very being from this, fince it is 
through form that every thing partakes of effence,—if this be the cafe, and foul alone pofTeffes 
things common which are of pofterior origin (yertpoym xoiva), do we not make the foul more 
ignoble than matter ? For the form which is merged in matter will be more perfect and more 
effence than that which refides in the foul j fince the latter is of pofterior origin, but the former is 
perpetual; and the one is after, but the other generative and connective of the many. To which we 
may add, that a common phantafm in the foul derives its fubfiftence from a furvey of that which is 

1 2 common 
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faid, What then ? is each of thefe conceptions 1 one, but at the fame time a 
conception of nothing ? That Socrates faid, This is impoffible. It is a 
conception, therefore, of fomething ? Certainly. Of being or of non-being f 
Of being. Will it not be of one particular thing, which that conception 
underffands as one certain idea in all things ? Undoubtedly. But now 
will not that which is underftood to be one, be a form always the fame in 

all 
common in particulars. Hence it tends to this; for every tiling adheres to its principle, and is faid 
to be nothing elfe than a predicate ; fo that its very effence is to be predicated of the many. 

Further ftill: the univerfal in the many is lefs than each of the many ; for by certain additions 
and accidents it is furpaffed by every individual. But that which is of pofterior origin (i. e. 
univerfal abftracted from particulars) comprehends each of the many. Hence it is predicated of 
each of thefe; and that which is particular is contained in the whole of this univerfal. For this 
fomething common, or abftract idea, is not only predicated of that fomething common in an 
individual, but likewife of the whole fubject. How then can it thence derive its fubfiftence, and 
be completed from that which is common in the many ? For, if from the many themfelves, 
where do we fee infinite men, of all which we predicate the fame thing ? And if from that which 
is common in the many, whence is it that this abftract idea is more comprehenfive than its 
caufe ? Hence it has a different origin, and receives from another form this power which is 
comprehenfive of every individual; and of this form the abftract idea which fubfifts in opinion is 
an image, the inward caufe being excited from things apparent. To which we may add, that all 
demonftration, as Ariftotle has fhown in his Laft Analytics, is from things prior, more honourable, 
and more univerfal. How, therefore, is univerfal more honourable, if it is of pofterior origin ? 
For, in things of pofterior origin, that which is more univerfal is more uneffential; whence fpecies 
is more effence than genius. The rules, therefore, concerning the moft true demonftration muft 
be fubverted, if we alone place in the foul univerfals of pofterior origin: for thefe are not more 
excellent than, nor are the caufes of, nor are naturally prior to, particulars. If, therefore, thefe 
things are abfurd, it is necefTary that effential reafons fhould fubfift in the foul prior to univerfals, 
which are produced by an abftraction from fenfibles. And thefe reafons or productive powers are 
indeed always exerted, and are always efficacious in divine fouls, and in the more excellent orders 
of beings j but in us they are fometimes dormant, and fometimes in energy. 

1 From the things common in particulars, it is necefTary to recur to phyfical form, which is 
proximate to thefe; and after this to the reafon or form in the foul which is of pofterior origin, 
or which derives it fubfiftence from an abftraction from fenfibles, and is a conception ingenerated 
in the foul. But when we have arrived thus far, it is requifite to pafs on to the conception of 
the effential reafon of the foul, and from this to make a tranfition to being itfelf, to which alfo 
Socrates is now led through the obftetric arguments of Parmenides. As in intellect, therefore, 
that which underftands, intelligence, and the intelligible, are united to each other, and in
tellectual conception every where pertains to the intelligible, it is evident that the intelligible is 
prior to intellectual conception, in which intelligible, the reafon in the foul being firmly fixed, 
is a noema, or intellectual conception. Hence, we muft not flop in afcending from one form to 

another, 
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all things ? This fcems to be necefTary. That Parmenides then faid, But 
what, is it not necefTary, fince other things participate of forms, that each 
fhould be compofed from intellectual conceptions 1 ; and thus all of them 

be 

another, till we arrive at true beings, or, in other words, intelligibles. For though we (hall find 
that intellect and intelligibles are connately united to each other, yet intellect: is a plenitude of 
forms according to the intelligible which it contains. And as we unite intellect and the in
telligible to each other, fo we fhould confider intelligibles to be the fame with beings. For 
intellect being in itfelf, and intellectually perceiving itfelf, is at the fame time full of intelligibles. 
And, as among fenfibles, whatever is apparently one, is in reality a multitude ; fo in intelligibles, 
intellectual conception and being, which are two things, are profoundly abforbed in unity. 

1 If all things participate of forms, but all things do not participate of intellectual conceptions, 
forms or ideas will not primarily be intellectual conceptions. For one of thefe three things muft 
happen, either that things which participate of intellectual conceptions do not participate of 
intellection, or that forms are not intellectual conceptions,, or that things which are deffitute of 
intelligence do not participate of forms, of which three the firft: and laft are perfectly abfurd. For 
every thing which participates of intellectual conception, underftands intellectually, fince the word 
noema manifefts intelligence; and things deprived of intelligence participate of forms; for in
animate natures participate of the equal, the leffer, and the greater, which are forms. Ideas, 
therefore, are not intellectual conceptions, nor are they efientiallized in intellections, but in 
intelligibles. We muft afcend, therefore, from things partible to the impartible reafons of 
nature, which do not intellectually perceive the things prior to themfelves: for nature is not 
only deprived of intelligence, but is alfo irrational and deftitute of phantafy. In the next place, 
we muft rife from thefe to the intelligibles which are proximately placed above phyfical forms, 
and are the energies of the intellective foul, according to the pofition of Socrates concerning 
them : for he fays, that they are ingenerated in the foul, and are noemata, as being intellections 
of the foul. But from thefe we muft afcend to true intelligibles : for thefe are able to be the 
caufes of all things which have a formal fubfiftence, but this cannot be afferted of fuch things as 
are intellectual conceptions only. 

Here, however, as Proclus well obferves, it is worth while to enquire, why, fince all things fub
fift intellectually in intellect, all fenfible natures in confequence of participating forms do not 
intellectually energize ? and why, fince all things there pofTefs life, all things that are aflimilated 
to them do not live ? The anfwer is, that the progreflion of beings gradually fubfiding from the 
firft to the laft of things, obfeures the participations of wholes and all-perfect effences. Demiur
gic energy alfo pervading through all things, gives fubfiftence to all things, according to different 
meafures of effence ; and befides this, all things do not fimilarly participate of the fame form. For 
fome things participate of it in a greater, and others in a lefler degree; and fome things are 
aflimilated to form according to one power, others according to two, and others according to 
many powers. Whence alfo there are certain feries which beginning fupernally extend as far as 
to things beneath. Thus, for inftance, fays Proclus, the form of the moon is beheld firft of all in 
the Gods according to that which is characterized by the one and the good in form: for all things-

are 



6> T H E P A R M E N I D E S . 

be endued with intellection ? Or will you alTert that though they are intel
lectual conceptions, yet they underftand nothing? But that Socrates faid, 
This is by no means rational. But, O Parmenides, the affair appears to me 
to take place, in the moft eminent degree, as follows: that thefe forms are 
ejlabl'fhedparadigms1, as it were, in nature; but that other things are ajjimi-

lated 

are deified from the good, as Socrates fays in the fixth book of the Republic, through the light of 
truth. This form is alfo beheld in angels, according to that which is intellectual in form •, and 
in daemons, according to the dianoetic energy. It is likewife beheld in animals which are no 
longer able to imitate it intellectually, but vitally. Hence, the Egyptian Apis, and the lunar 
fifh, and many other animals, differently imitate the celeftial form of the moon. And this form 
is beheld in the laft place in ftones; fo that there is a certain ftone fufpended from this form, and 
which fuftains augmentations and diminutions, together with the moon in the heavens, though 
it is deprived of life. It muft not, therefore, be fuppofed that all things receive all the powers 
of forms, but, together with proper fubjedtion. fome things receive a greater, and others a lefTer, 
number of thefe ; while that alone which is the idiom of the participated form, and according to 
which it differs from other forms, is necefTarily feen in all its participants. To which we may 
add, that the participation being different, the fubordinate idioms of forms firft defert the parti
cipants, and afterwards thofe that are more total than thefe; but thofe idioms which are primary, 
and are particularly allied to the one, are fimilarly apparent in all the productions of form. For 
every form is one and a multitude, the multitude not giving fubfiftence to the one according to 
compofition, but the one producing the many idioms of the form. Form, therefore, uniformly i s , 
and lives, and intelleclually energizes; but with refpect to its progeny, fome participate of ail 
thefe, others of more or lefs of them, and others of one idiom alone. Since alfo in forms them
felves, their intellectual nature is derived from the firft intellect, their life from imparticipable, 
or the firft life, their being from the firft being, and the one which they contain from the unity 
which is beyond beings. 

1 Socrates, fays Proclus, being led by the obftetrication of Parmenides to the intelligible effence 
of forms, thinks that here efpecially, the order and the mode of the participation of forms fhould 
be inveftigated; afTerting, indeed, that forms themfelves are eftablifhed in nature, but that other 
things are generated as their refemblances. Having, therefore, thus explored the order of forms, he 
at the fame time introduces the mode of participation, and difTolves the former doubts, that he 
may not be compelled to fay that fenfibles participate either of the whole or a part of form, or 
that forms are coordinate with fenfibles. For a paradigm is not prefent with its image, nor co
ordinate with it. The participation, therefore, is through fimilitude; which Socrates intro
duces, calling forms paradigms, but their participants refemblances. And fo confident is he in 
thefe affertions, that he who before fwore that it was not eafy to define what the participation of 
forms is, now fays that the mode of participation is eminently apparent to him. But he is thus 
affected through his acutenefs, and the power of Parmenides perfecting his fpontaneous concep
tions concerning divine natures; by which it is alfo evident that the manner of what is faid is 
maieutic, or obftetric, and not contending for victory ( x a T a y « w 0 T « x o $ ) . For it would not other-' 

wife 
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late J to thefe, and are their refemblances: and that the participation of forms 
by other things, is nothing more than an ajfimilation to thefe forms. If any 

thing, 

wife advance Socrates, and perpetually perfect his conceptions. For the end of obftetrication 
is the evocation of inward knowledge, but of contention, victory. If, therefore, Socrates by 
every doubt advances, and is perfected, and diftinctly evolves his conceptions concerning primary 
forms, we muft fay that he is rather obftetricated than vanquifhed by Parmenides. 

This being premifed, let us fee how the hypothefis of Socrates approximates to the truth, but 
does not yet pofTefs the perfect. For he is right in apprehending that forms are intellectual and 
truly paradigms, and in defining their idiom, by afTerting that they are ejliiblijhed; and further 
ltill, in admitting that other things are aftimilated to them. For the ftabie and a perpetual fame-
nefs of fubfiftence are the idioms of eternally energizing forms. For, in the Politicus, it is faid 
that a fubfiftence according to the fame, and after the fame manner, belongs only to the moft 
divine of all things ; and the Eleatean gueft, in the Sophifta, defines the being ejlablijbed (TO icravai) 

to be nothing elfe than a fubfiftence according to the fame, and after the fame manner. If, there
fore, Socrates alfo fays, that forms are eftabli/fjed, but things eftablifhed fubfift according to the 
fame and after the fame manner, and things which thus fubfift are the moft divine of all things, 
it is evident that forms will be moft divine. Hence, they will no longer be the conceptions of 
fouls, but will be exempt from every thing of this kind. Thefe things, therefore, are rightly 
afferted; and Socrates alfo very properly admits union in forms prior to multitude. For the 
words in nature ( t v nry pwci) manifeft the one enad or unity of forms. It is ufual indeed with 
Plato to give the appellation of nature to intelligibles^ For Socrates, in the Philebus, fays, that 
a royal intellect, and a royal foul, fubfift in the nature of Jupiter; and Timaeus fays, " the nature 

of animal itfelf being eternal," fignifying by nature the monad of intelligible ideas. Such, there
fore, is that which is now called nature, viz. the one unity and comprehenfion of intelligible 
forms. And thus far, as we have faid, Socrates is right. 

However, as he only attributes a paradigmatic idiom to ideas, and does not afTert that they 
alfo perfect, guard, and unite, in this refpect he will appear to have yet imperfectly apprehended 
the theory concerning them. For every form is not only the paradigm of fenfibles, but alfo gives 
fubfiftence to them ; fince if it were alone paradigmatic, another nature would be requifite, in 
order to produce and afTimilate fenfibles to forms, which would thus remain fluggifh and un
moved, without any efficacious power, and refembling imprefljons in wax. Forms, therefore, 
produce and generate their images: for it would be abfurd that the reafons in nature fhould 
pofTefs a certain effective power, but that intelligible forms fhould be deprived of it. Hence, 
every divine form is not only paradigmatic, but alfo paternal, and is by its very effence a caufe 
generative of the many. It is a l f o p c t f e c l i v e : for it leads fenfibles from the imperfect to the per
fect, fills up their indigence, and brings matter, which is all things incapacity, to become that 
in energy which it was in capacity, prior to its becoming fpecific. Forms, therefore, contain 
in themfelves this perfective power. But do they not alfo pofTefs a guardian power? For whence 
is the order of the univerfe indiflbluble, except from forms ? Whence thofe ftable reafon?, and 
which preferve the one fympathy of wholes infrangible, through which the world abides for ever 

perfect.. 
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thing, therefore, becomes fimilar 1 to a form, can it be poflible that the form 
mould not be fimilar to the aflimilated, fo far as the aflimilated nature is 

rendered 
perfect, without the defertion of any form, except from liable caufes ? Again, the divifible and 
diflipated nature of bodies is no otherwife comprefled and connetled than by impartible power. 
For body is of itfelf divifible, and requires the connective power of forms. But, if union precedes 
this connection, for every thing connective muft previoufly be one and undivided, form will not 
only be generative, and pofTefs a guarding and perfettive power, but it will alfo be connetlive and 
unific of all fecondary natures. Socrates, therefore, fhould not only have faid that form is a para

digm, but fhould alfo have added, that it cqnnetls, guards, a n d p e r f e c l s the things aflimilated ; which 
Timaeus alfo teaching us, fays, that the world was generated perfecl and indijfoluble through the 
ajjimilation to all-perfect animal itfelf. 

1 Socrates, as we have before obferved, was not accurate in aflerting that ideas are paradigms 
alone, fince they alfo generate, perfect, and guard fenfibles; and that fenfibles are refemblances 
alone of ideas, fince they are generated and guarded by them, and thence derive all their per
fection and duration. This being the cafe, Parmenides, in a truly divine manner, grants that 
forms are eftablifhed as paradigms in nature; but Socrates having introduced fimilitude, and a 
participation according to fimilitude, in order to folve the firft doubts concerning the participa
tion of forms, Parmenides being defirous to indicate the primary and total caufe of paradigm 
and its exemption from all habitude to its refemblances, fhows, that if fenfible is fimilar to intel
ligible form, it is not requifite that the habitude fhould reciprocate, and that the intelligible 
fhould be fimilar to the fenfible form, left, prior to two things fimilar to each other, we fhould 
again inveftigate fome other form, the caufe of fimilitude to both: for things fimilar to each other 
entirely participate a certain fomething which is the fame, and through this fomething fame 
which is in them they are faid to be fimilar. Hence, if it be granted that the participant and 
that which is participated are fimilar, or, in other words, the paradigm and its refemblance, there 
will be prior to thefe fomething elfe which aflimilates them, and this will be the cafe ad infinitum. 
T o avoid this inconvenience, Socrates fhould have faid that the fimilar is twofold, the one being 
fimilar conjoined with the fimilar, the other being as a fubject fimilar to its archetype ; and the 
one being beheld in the famenefs of a certain one ratio, but the other not only pofTefling famenefs, 
but at the fame time difference, when it is fimilar in fuch a manner as to pofTefs the fame form 
from, but not together with, it. And thus much may be faid logically and doubtingly. 

But if we direct our attention to the many orders of forms, we fhall find the profundity which 
they contain. For there are phyfical forms prior to fenfibles, the forms in foul prior to thefe, and 
intellectual forms preceding thofe in foul; but there are no longer others prior to thefe. Intel
lectual forms, therefore, are paradigms alone, and are by no means fimilar to the things pofterior 
to thefe; but the forms in foul are both paradigms and images. And fo far as they are images, 
both thefe forms themfelves, and the things pofterior to them, are fimilar to each other, as de
riving their fubfiftence from the fame intelleftual forms. This is alfo the cafe with phyfical 
forms, which are fimilar to fenfibles, fo far as both are images of the forms which are above 
them. But thofe forms which are alone paradigms, are no longer fimilar to their images: for 

things 
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rendered fimilar to the form? Or can any reafon be afligned why fimilar 
mould not be fimilar to fimilar? There cannot. Is there not, therefore, a 
mighty neceffity that the fimilar to fimilar mould participate of one and the 
fame form ? It is necefTary. But will not that through the participation of 
which fimilars become fimilars be form itfelf? Entirely fo. Nothing, 
therefore, can be fimilar to a form, nor a form to any other. For in this 
cafe another form will always appear befides fome particular form: and if 
this again fhould become fimilar to another, another would be required ; and 
a new form would never ceafe to take place, as long as any form becomes 
fimilar to its participant. You fpeak moft truly. Hence, then, other 
things do not participate of forms through fimilitude 1 ; but it is necefTary to 
feek after fomething elfe through which they participate. So it feems. 

That 

things arc fimilar through a participation of a certain famenefs ; out paradigmatic forms partici
pate of nothing, fince they rank as the firft of things. 

We may alfo fay, fpeaking theologically, that there is one order of forms in the mundane in
tellect, another in the demiurgic intellect, and another fubfifting between thefe, viz. in partici
pated but fupermundane intellect, or, in other words, in an intellect confubfiftent indeed with 
foul, but unconnected with body, and binding the forms in the mundane intellect with that in
tellect which is not confubfiftent with foul, and is therefore called imparticipable. T o thofe, 
therefore, who begin downwards, we may fay that the intellectual forms in the world and in 
foul are fimilar to each other, fo far as all thefe are fecondary to the aflimilative or fupermundane 
intellects, and are as it were fifters to each other. But to thofe who recur to imparticipable in
tellect, this can no longer be faid. For the aflimilative order has a middle fubfiftence; and hence 
it affimilar.es fenfibles which are fubordinate to it to intellectual forms, but not, vice verfa, intel
lectuals to fenfibles. For it is not lawful that what is fecondary fhould impart any thing to that 
which is primary, nor that what is primary fhould receive any thing from what is fecondary. 
That Parmenides, therefore, might indicate to Socrates thefe paradigms, which are indeed in« 
•tellectual, but eftablifhed in imparticipable intellect prior to aflimilative intellects, he fhows him 
that it is not proper that the habitude of forms to fenfibles fhould reciprocate : for this pertains to 
things fecondary to an aflimilative caufe. 

1 Parmenides juftly infers that fenfibles do not participate of all forms through the fimilar; for 
this is effected through another more principal caufe, viz. the uniting caufe of wholes. The 
efficacious power of forms alfo, in conjunction with the aptitude of fenfibles, mull be confidered 
as together giving completion to the fabrication of the univerfe. The aflimilative genus of forms, 
therefore, which are denominated by theologifts fupermundane, are able to connect and conjoin 
mundane caufes with their participants. This genus alfo connects according to a medium firft 
intellectual forms and their participants, imparting to fecondary natures a habitude to thefe 
forms ; but the uniting caufe of wholes, or in other words the one, connect* fupernally, and with 
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That Parmenides then faid, Do you fee, O Socrates, how great a doubt 
arifes, if any one defines forms as having an effential fubfiftence by themfelves? 
I do very much fo. Know, then, that you do not apprehend what dubious 1 

confequeuces are produced, by placing every individual form of beings fepa
rate from its participants. But that Socrates faid, How do you mean ? That 
Parmenides anfwered, There are many other doubts2, indeed, but this is 

the 
exempt tranfcendency, intelligible forms with fenfibles. It may alfo be truly aflerred that the third 
caufe of fimilitude is the aptitude of the recipient. For, in confequence of this being in capacity 
what form is in energy, that which is generated becomes fimilar to form. So that the three 
caufes of aflimilation are the fubject matter, that which collects together the things perfecting 
and perfected, and that which fubfifls between thefe, and binds the extremes in union. What 
is afferted, therefore, is in a certain refpect true. For if we inveftigate the one moft principal 
caufe of participation, we muft not fay tha,t it is fimilitude, but a caufe fuperior to both intellectual 
and intelligible forms. 

1 Parmenides here indicates the eflence of divine forms, which is uncircumfcribed, and inca
pable of being narrated by our conceptions. For the difcourfe is, indeed, dubious to thofe who 
undertake to define accurately their effence, order, and power, to behold where they firft fubfift, 
and how they proceed ; what the divine idioms are which they receive ; how they are participated 
by the laft of things, and what the feries are to which they give fubfiftence ; with fuch other 
particulars of a more theological nature as the fpeculation of them may afford. And thefe things, 
indeed, Parmenides indicates, but Socrates has not yet touched upon the doubts concerning them. 
For Parmenides was willing, not only beginning downwards to define the order of divine forms, 
but alfo beginning from on high to behold their idiom. For he has already fpoken concerning 
phyfical forms, and fuch as are fimply intellectual, and concerning thofe that are properly intel
lectual. Something alfo will be faid concerning thofe that are called intelligible and at the fame 
time intellectual ; and, in the laft place, concerning thofe that are alone intelligible. But how 
he fpeaks concerning thefe, fays Proclus, and that his difcourfe is under the pretext of doubting, 
is already evident to the more fagacious, and follows from what has been faid. 

a That the difcourfe concerning ideas, fays Proclus, is full of very numerous and moft difficult 
doubts, is evident from the infinite affertions of thofe pofterior to Plato, fome of which regard 
the fubverfion, and others the admiflion, of ideas. And thofe that admit their fubfiftence think 
differently refpecting their effence; concerning the particulars of which there are ideas, the 
mode of participation, and other all-various problems with which the fpeculation of them is at
tended. Parmenides, however, does not attend to the multitude of doubts, nor does he defcend 
to their infinite length, but, in two of the greateft, comprehends all the fubfequent inveftigation 
concerning them ; through which doubts it appears that forms are neither apprehended and 
known by us, nor have any knowledge of, nor providentially energize about, fenfibles ; though, 
through this we efpecially embrace a formal eflence, that, as being ourfelves intellectual, we may 
energize about it, and may contemplate in it the providential caufes of wholes. But, if ideas are 

not 
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the greateft: if any one mould aiTert that it is not proper forms mould be 
known, if they are fuch as we have laid they ought to be, it is impoflible to 

demonftrate 

not known by us, it is alfo vain to fay that they have any fubfiftence ; for we do not even know-
that they are, if we are ignorant of their nature, and are, in fhort, incapable of apprehending 
them, and do not pofTefs from our own effence that which is preparatory to the fpeculation of 
them. Such, then, are the doubts, both of which happen through the exempt effence of forms, 
which exemption we confider fo tranfcendent as to have no communication with fecondary 
natures. For that which thus fubfifts is foreign from us, and is neither known by, nor is gnoftic 
of, us. But, if the exempt nature of forms, together with tranfcendency, is alfo prefent to all 
things, our knowledge of them will be preferved, and they will pofTefs a formal knowledge of 
fecondary natures. For if they are every where prefent to all things, we may then be able to 
meet with them, by only making ourfelves adapted to the reception of them. And if they adorn 
all things, they comprehend intellectually the caufe of the things adorned. It is necefTary, there
fore, that thofe who wifh to guard thefe dogmas, fhould confider forms as unfhaken and exempt, 
and pervading through all things. And here alfo we may fee how this accords with the unre-
ftrained nature of forms: for neither does that which is demiurgic in them pofTefs any habitude 
to things fecondary, nor is their unreftrained and exempt nature fuch as to be incommunicable 
with, and foreign from, fenfibles. 

But here the divine conception of Plato is truly admirable, which previoufly fubverts through 
thefe doubts all the confufed and atheiftical fufpicion concerning divine forms; imitating in this 
refpect intellect itfelf, which, prior to the fhadowy fubfiftence of evils, gave fubfiftence to fub-
vertive powers. That it is not proper, therefore, to make that which is generative in forms pof-
fefting any habitude to that which is generated, or that which is paradigmatic to confift in verging 
to that which is governed, Parmenides has fufficiently fhown in what has been already delivered. 
For all habitude requires another collective and connecting caufe, fo that, prior to forms, there 
will be another form conjoining both through fimilitude ; fince habitude is of the fimilar, with re
lation to the fimilar. But that the exempt nature of forms is not fluggifh and without providen
tial energy, and is not foreign from things fecondary, Parmenides indicates through thefe doubts. 
For, perhaps, fome one, alone looking to the unreftrained nature of forms, may fay that they 
neither know their participants, nor are known by us. Hence, he leads Socrates to an animad-
verfion of the mode of the exempt power of divine forms. And how, indeed, he collects that 
fenfibles are not known by them, will be afterwards manifeft to us; but he wifhes, firft of all, to 
evince that we are not able to know them, afluming, for this purpofe, in a manner perfectly 
divine, that the fcience which we pofTefs pertains to human objects of fcientific knowledge, but 
that divine fcience belongs to fuch as are divine. And this, indeed, appears to deprive us of the 
knowledge of divine natures. It is, however, true in a certain refpect, and not according to one 
mode, but after one manner when philofophically, and after another when theologically, confi
dered. For let the fcience which is with us pertain to our objecls of fcientific knowledge; but 
what prevents fuch objects from being images of divine natures ? And why may we not know 
divine natures through them, in the fame manner as the Pythagoreans, perceiving the images of 
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demonftrate that he who afTerts this is deceived, unlefs he who doubts i$ 
fkilled in a multitude of particulars, and is naturally of a good difpofition. 

But 

the divine orders in numbers and figures, and being converfant with thefe, endeavoured to obtain 
from them as from certain types, a knowledge of things divine* Why, alfo, is it wonderful that 
the fcience which is with us fhould be fo called with relation to that which is with us the object 
of fcientific knowledge, and fhould be conjoined with this ? For it is coordinate to that with 
refpect to which it is denominated. It may alfo, not as coordinate knowledge, but as that 
which is of an inferior order, be admitted to intelligibles themfelves. For coordinate knowledges 
of all things are of one kind, and thofe which are arranged according to a different order of 
things known, of another, and which either apprehend the nature of things fubordinate in a< 
more excellent manner, as opinion the nature of fenfibles, or which apprehend things more 
excellent fecondarily and fubordinately, as opinion that which is the object of fcience. He, 
therefore, who pofTefles fcientific knowledge, and he who opines rightly, know the fame thing," 
but the one in a more excellent,, and the other in a fubordinate manner. Hence there is no 
abfurdity that fcience fhould be denominated not with relation to the object of fcience among 
intelligibles, but with relation to that with which it is conjoined, and that it fhould apprehend 
the former not as coordinate, but in a fecondary degree. Agreeably to this, Plato in his feventh 
Epiflle fays that the intelligible form is not known through fcience but through intelligence, or 
the direct and immediate vifion of intellect. For fcientific knowledge is of a more compofite 
nature with refpect ta intellectual intuition ; but intellect is properly the fpectator of ideas: for 
thefe are naturally intellectual, and we every where know the fimilar by the fimilar ; intelligibles 
indeed by intellect;, the objects of opinion by opinion, and things fcientific by fcience. It is by 
no means wonderful, therefore, that there fhould be no fcience of forms, and yet that another 
knowledge of them fhould remain, fuch as that which we denominate intelligence. 

But if you are willing, fays Proclus, to fpeak after another more theological mode, you may 
fay that afcending as far as to intellectual forms, Parmenides fhows that the forms which are 
beyond thefe, and which pofTefs an exempt tranfcendency, fuch as are the intelligible, and the 
intelligible and at the fame time intellectual forms, are better than our knowledge. Hence by 
afferting that fouls when perfectly purified, and conjoined with the attendants on the twelve 
fuperceleflial Gods, then,merge themfelves in the contemplation of thefe forms, you will perhaps 
not wander from the divinely-infpired conception of Plato. For as there are three orders of 
forms prior to the aflimilative order as is evident from the fecond hypothefis of the Parmenides, 
viz. the intellectual, the intelligible and at the fame time intellectual, and the intelligible ; in
tellectual forms indeed are proximate to fecondary natures, and through the feparation which 
they contain are more known to us, but intelligible and at the fame time intellectual forms are 
not to be apprehended by that partial knowledge by which we perceive things coordinate with 
pur nature; and hence thefe forms are characterized by the unknown, through their exempt 
tranfcendency. 

Let us now confider, fays Proclus, the words of Plato, becaufe through thefe he indicates who 
is a fit hearer of thefe things, and. who is adapted to be a teacher of. them. For it is requifite 

tliat 
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But he mould be willing to purfue him clofely who endeavours to fupport 
his opinion by a multitude of far-fetched arguments: though, after all, he 

who 
that the hearer (hould pofTefs a naturally good difpofition, and this in a remarkable degree, that he 
may be by nature a philofopher, may be aftonifhed about an incorporeal elTence, and prior to 
things vifible may always purfue fomething elfe and reafon concerning it, and may not be fatisfied 
with things prefent; and in fhort he muft: be fuch a one as Socrates in the Republic defcribes 
him to be, who naturally loves the fpeculation of wholes. In the next place, he muft be fkilled 
in a multitude of particulars, not indeed in a multitude of human affairs, for thefe are trifling, and 
contribute nothing to a divine life, but in logical, phyfical, and mathematical theorems. For fuch 
things as our dianoetic power is unable to furvey in the Gods, we may behold in thefe as in 
images ; and beholding we are induced to believe the aflertions of theologifts concerning divine 
natures. Thus if he wonders how multitude is contained in the one, and all things in the impar
tible, he will perceive that the even and the odd, the circle and the fphere and other forms of 
numbers are contained in the monad. If he wonders how a divine nature makes by its very 
effence, he will perceive in natural objects that fire efTentially imparts heat, and fnow coldnefs. 
And if he wonders how caufes are every where prefent with their effects, he will behold the 
images of this in logic. For genera are every where predicated of the things of which fpecies 
are predicated, and the latter indeed with the former, but the former without the latter. And 
thus in every thing, he who is unable to look directly to a divine nature, may furvey it through 
thefe as images. It is requifite, therefore, in the firft place, that he fhould pofTefs a naturally 
good difpofition, which is allied to true beings, and is capable of becoming winged, and which as 
it were from other perfuafions vindicates to itfelf the conceptions concerning permanent being. 
For as in every ftudy we require a certain preparation, in like manner in order to obtain that 
knowledge which genuinely leads to being, we require a preceding purified aptitude. In the 
next place, fkilii as we have faid, in many and all-various theorems is requifite, through which he 
will be led back to the apprehenfion of thefe things; and, in the third place, alacrity, and an 
extenfion of the powers of the foul about the contemplation of true beings ; fo that from his 
leader alone indicating, he may be abb to follow his indications. 

Three things, therefore, are requifite to the contemplation of an incorporeal nature, a naturally 
good difpofition, ikill, and alacrity. And through a naturally good difpofition indeed, faith in a 
divine nature wall be fpontaneoufly produced ; but through fkill the truth of paradoxical theorems 
will be firmly pofleiTed ; and through alacrity the amatory tendency of the foul to the contem
plation of true being will be excited. 

But the leader, fays Proclus, of thefe fpeculations, will not be willing through a long dif
courfe to unfold divine truth, but to indicate it with brevity, framing his language fimilar to his 
intellections ; nor will he accomplifh this from things known and at hand, but fupernally, from 
principles moft profoundly otle. Nor again, will he fo difcourfe as that he may appear to fpeak 
clearly, but he will be fatisfied with indications. For it is requifite that myflical concerns fhould 
be myftically delivered, and that occult conceptions refpecting divine natures, fhould not be 
rendered popular. Such then is the hearer and fuch the leader of thefe difcourfes. And in 

Parmenides 
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who contends that forms cannot be known will remain unperfuaded. 
That Socrates faid, In what refpecl *, O Parmenides ? Becaufe, O Socrates, 

I think 
Parmenides you have a perfect leader of this kind ; and hence if we attend to the mode of his 
difcourfe we ihall find that he teaches many things through a few words, that lie derives what 
he fays fupernally, and that he alone indicates concerning divine natures. But in Socrates you 
have a hearer of a naturally good difpofition indeed, and amatory, but not yet perfectly (killed; 
whence alfo Parmenides exhorts him to exercife himfelf in dialectic, that he may obtain fkill in the 
theorems, receiving indeed his naturally good difpofition and his impulfe, but fupplying what is 
deficient. He alfo informs us that the end of this triple power is the being freed from deception 
in reafonings concerning divine natures: for he who is deficient in any one of thefe three, muft 
be compelled to aflent to many things that are falfe. I only add that inftead of xai /*« apuns, as 
in Thompfon's edition of this dialogue, it appears from the commentary of Proclus that we 
fhould here read xai /xev eupvvs, as in our tranflation. 

1 The difcourfe here proceeds to other doubts, one of which takes away from our foul the 
knowledge of true beings, but the other deprives divine natures of the knowledge of fenfibles; 
through both which our progreftions from and converfion to divine natures, are deftroyed. 
Things fecond and firft alfo appear to be divulfed from each other, fecond being deprived of firft, 
and firft being unprolific of fecond natures. The truth however is, that every thing is in all 
things in an appropriate manner; the middle and laft genera of wholes fubfifting caufally in 
things firft, whence alfo they are truly known by them, as they alfo fubfift in them ; but things firft 
fubfifting according to participation in fuch as are middle; and both thefe in fuch things as are 
laft. Hence fouls alfo know all things in a manner accommodated to each ; through images indeed 
things prior to them ; but according to caufe things pofterior to them ; and in a connate and co
ordinate manner, the reafons or productive principles which they themfelves contain. Thefe 
doubts, therefore, are extended after the two prior to thefe concerning the order of ideas, becaufe 
Socrates and every one who admits that there are ideas muft be led to this hypothefis, through a 
caufal and fcientific knowledge of every thing in the world. Hence thofe who deny that there 
are ideas, deny alfo the providential animadverfion of intelligibles. Parmenides, therefore, pro-
pofes at prefent to fhow that by admitting ideas to be alone exempt from things it muft alfo 
be neceffarily admitted that they are unknown, as there will no longer be any communion between 
us and them, nor any knowledge, whether they fubfift or not, whether they are participated, and 
how, and what order they are allotted, if they are alone exempt, and are not together with un
reftrained energy, the caufes of fecondary natures. But to the fpeculation of this the difcourfe 
pre-affumes certain axioms and common conceptions ; and, in the firft place, that ideas are not 
entirely exempt, and do not fubfift by themfelves without any communion with things fubordi
nate. For how can this be poflible, fince both we and all other things are fufpended from them ? 
For the place in which they fubfift is intellect, not that it is the place as if they required a feat, 
in the fame manner as accidents require effeoce for their fupport, or as material forms require 
matter. Intellect indeed, does not comprehend them, as if they were its parts heaped together 
by compofition, but in the fame manner as the centre comprehends in itfelf the many termina

tions 
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I think that both you and any other, who eftablifhes the effence of each form 
as fubfifting by itfelf, muft allow, in the. firft place, that no one of thefe 

fubfifts 

tions of the line's which proceed from it, and as fcience, the many theorems of which it is the 
fource; not being compofed from the many, but fubfifting prior to the many, and all being con
tained in each. For thus intellect is many, containing multitude impartibly in the unity of its 
nature; becaufe it is not the one which fubfifts prior to all multitude, but is collectively one 
multitude, its multitude being profoundly united through the dominion of unity in its nature. In 
this manner, therefore, is intellect the place of ideas. Hence, if foul is not the fame with in
tellect, thofe ideas will not be in us of which intellect is the place. Hence, alfo, it is evident 
that the difcourfe in this dialogue about ideas becomes perpetually more perfect, afcending to 
certain more-united hypoftafes of thefe luminous beings. For the difcourfe no longer fuppofes 
them to be corporeal or phyfical, or conceptions of the foul, but prior to all thefe. For they are 
not in us, fays Parmenides; nor are they coordinate with our conceptions. 

You may fay, then, philofophically with Proclus, that they are exempt from, and are not in 
us; and that they are prefent every where, and are participated by us, without being ingene
rated in their participants. For they being in themfelves, are proximate to all things for partici
pation that arc capable of receiving them. Hence, we participate them through the things 
which we poflefs, and this is not only the cafe with us, but alfo with more excellent natures, who 
poflefs in themfelves effential images of ideas, and introducing thefe as veftiges of paradigms to 
ideas, they know the latter through the former. For he who underftands the effence of thefe, 
knows alfo that they are images of other things, but knowing this, it is alfo neceffary that by in
tellections he fhould come into contact with the paradigms. But you may fay, theologically, that 
the forms which are exempt from thofe that are intellectual, are perfectly eftablifhed above our 
order. Hence, of intellectual forms, we perceive both in ourfelves, and in fenfibles, images; but 
the eflence of intelligibles, through its profound union, is perfectly exempt both from us and all 
other things, being of itfelf unknown. For it fills Gods and intellects with itfelf; but wc muft 
be fatisfied with participating intellectual forms in a manner adapted to the foul. Plato alfo 
manifefts thefe things when he makes our life to be twofold, political and theoretical, and afligns 
us a twofold felicity ; elevating the former life to the patronymic government of Jupiter, and the 
latter to the Saturnian order and a pure intellect.^For from hence it is evident that he re-elevates 
the whole of our life, as far as to the intellectual kings: for Saturn fubfifts at the fummit, and 
Jupiter at the extremity, of the intellectual order. But fuch things as are beyond thefe, he fays 
in the Phaedrus, are the fpectacles of fouls divinely infpired and initiated in them as in the moft 
blefied of all myfterics. So that thus the propofed axiom will be true, when confidered as pertain
ing to a certain formal order. And thus much for the things. 

With refpect to the diftion, fays Proclus, the words *nj fo Z llapfxsvih; " In what refpecl, O Par* 
metrides ?" are the interrogation of Socrates, vehemently wondering if intellectual form is un
known, and not yet perceiving the tranfition, and that Parmenides proceeds through the whole 
extent of forms till he ends in the firft ideas. But the words <nu<; yap an a\itn naff avrm tn tin; 
" For how cotdd it any longer fubftfl itfelf by itfelf?" are aflerted according to common conceptions. 

9 For 
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fubfifts in us. For (that Socrates faid) how if it did, could it any longer 
fubfift itfelf by itfelf? That Parmenides replied, You fpeak well. But will 
you not admit that fuch ideas as are, with relation * to each other, fuch ai 

they 
For every thing exempt is of itfelf, and is itfelf by itfelf, neither fubfifting in any other, nor in 
us. Hence, through thefe three terms, itfelf, by itfelf, and effence, Parmenides unfolds the whole 
truth concerning thefe forms. For the firft of thefe indicates their funplicity, the fecond, their 
feparate tranfcendency, and the third theirperfcblion eflablifbed in effence alone. In the next place, the 
words x a X t v f teytif, " You fpeak well,1' are not delivered ironically, and as if Parmenides was from 
them beginning a confutation, but as receiving the fpontaneous intuition of Socrates, and his 
conception about divine natures. For the aflumed axiom is true, Timacus alfo afferting that true 
being neither receives any thing into itfelf, as matter does form, nor proceeds into any other 
place, as form does into matter. It remains, therefore, feparately in itfelf, and being partici
pated, does not become any thing belonging to its participants, but, fubfifting prior to them, im
parts to thefe as much as they are able to receive •, neither being in us, for we participate, not 
receiving idea itfelf, but fomething elfe proceeding from it •, nor being generated in us, for it is 
entirely void of generation. 

1 This is the fecond axiom, fays Proclus, contributing to the fpeculation of the propofed object 
of inquiry. For the former axiom was, that forms are by no means in us, but in themfelves; 
but this fecond axiom is, that fenfibles when denominated as relatives, are fo denominated with 
relation to each other; and that intelligibles are denominated with relation to each other, and not 
with relation to fenfibles; and that fenfibles are not denominated with relation to intelligibles. 
For, by thofe who are accuftomed to confider thefe things more logically, it is well faid, that uni
verfals ought to be referred as relatives to univerfals, but particulars to particulars; fcience (imply 
confidered to that which is (imply the object of fcience, but a particular fcience to a particular 
object of fcience ; things indefinite to the indefinite; fuch as are definite to the definite ; fuch 
as are in capacity to things in capacity ; and fuch as are in energy to things in energy. And of 
thefe things the logical and phyfical treatifes of the antients are full. If, therefore, in things 
univerfal, and things particular, alternations cannot be admitted in comparing the one with the 
other, by a much greater reafon it cannot take place in ideas and the images of ideas; but we 
muft refer fenfibles to fenfibles, and intelligibles to intelligibles. Thefe things, then, are perfectly 
true, if we confider each fo far as it is that which it is, and not fo far as it makes fomething, or 
is generated fomething. For in this cafe, fenfibles have the relation of things generated to in
telligibles, but intelligibles, that of producing caufes to fenfibles ; and as images, fenfibles are 
related to intelligibles, but ideas, as paradigms, are related to fenfibles. 

If, therefore, we affume dominion itfelf, it muft be referred to fervitude itfelf; but if we con
fider it as a paradigm, it muft be referred to that which is fimilar to dominion itfelf; though we 
are accuftomed, indeed, to call the Gods our lords, fo that dominion there w ill be denominated 
with reference to fervitude with us. This, however, is true, becaufe we participate of fervitude 
-itfelf, to which dominion itfelf has a precedaneous reference. And here you may fee how domi
nion among ideas, or in the intelligible world, evinces that more excellent natures are our lords, 

becaufe 
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they are, pofTefs alfo their eflence with refpecl to themfelves, and not with 
reference to things fubfifting among us, whether they are refemblances, of 
in whatever manner you may eftablifh fuch things ; each of which, while 
we participate, we diftinguifh by fome peculiar appellation ? But that the 
things fubfifting among us, and which are fynonymous to thefe, fubfift alfo 
with reference to each other, and not with relation to forms ; and belong to 
themfelves, but not to thofe which receive with them a common appellation. 
That then Socrates faid, How do you mean ? As if, Parmenides anfwered, 

becaufe we participate of fervitude itfelf. But that which is called dominion with us, with refe
rence to fervitude among us, is no longer alfo denominated with reference to fervitude among 
ideas, becaufe the being of fervitude which is there does not fubfift from that which is with us, 
but the very contrary takes place. For things which govern more excellent natures muft alfo 
neceffarily govern fuch as are fubordinate, but not vice verfa. 

But from all thefe doubts we learn what idea truly fo called is. From the firft doubt we affume 
that it is incorporeal; for if it were a body, neither the whole, nor a part of it could be partici
pated. But from the fecond doubt we aftume that it is not coordinate with its participants; for 
if it were coordinate, it would poffefs fomething common, and on this account we muft conceive 
another idea prior to it. From the third doubt we learn, that it is not a conception of effence, but 
effence and being; for otherwifc all its participants would participate of knowledge. From the 
fourth, we collect that it is a paradigm alone, and not an image alfo, as the reafon or productive 
principle in foul, left being fimilar to that which proceeds from it, it fhould introduce another 
idea prior to itfelf. From the fifth, we learn that intelligible idea is not directly known to us, but 
from the images of it. For fcience in us is not coordinate with it. And from the fixth we infer 
that it underftands things which are fecondary to it, and that it knows them by being itfelf their 
caufe. Idea, therefore, truly fo called, is an incorporeal caufe, exempt from its participants, is an 
immovable effence, is a paradigm only and truly, and is intelligible to fouls from images, but has 
a caufal knowledge of things which fubfift according to it. So that from all the doubts we derive 
one definition of idea truly fo called. Hence, thofe that oppofe the doctrine of ideas, fhould oppofe 
this definition, and not affuming corporeal imaginations of them, or confidering them as co-
arranged with fenfibles, or as unefTential, or as coordinate with our knowledge, fophiftically dif
courfe concerning them. Let it alfo be obfervedthat Parmenides fays that ideas are Gods, and that 
they have their fubfiftence in deity; in the fame manner as the Chaldaean oracle alfo calls them 
the conceptions of the father: for whatever fubfifts in deify is a God. Laftly, we muft be care
ful to remember that when we fpeak of relation as fubfifting among ideas, we muft remove from 
them mere, uneffential habitudes : for nothing of this kind is adapted to the Gods. But we muft 
affume famenefs for habitude; and even prior to this famenefs, the hyparxis of each in itfelf: for 
each is of itfelf firft, and is both united to itfelf and to other things. Communion, therefore, 
according to participations characterizes the power of things which are faid to be relatives in the 
intelligible world. 

V O L . in. L fome 
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fome one of us fhould be the mailer 1 or fervant of any one; he who is 
mafter is not the mafier of fervant, nor is he who is fervant, fervant of 

mailer ; 
* How relatives are to be underftood, fays Proclus, among forms, is I think evident from what 

has been already faid. You will, however, find dominion and fervitude peculiarly fubfifting there. 
For what elfe pertains to defpots, than to have abfolute dominion over flaves, and to arrange 
every thing pertaining to them with a view to their own good ? And what elfe is the province 
of flaves, than to be governed by others, and to minifter to the will of their matters ? Muft not 
thefe, therefore, by a much greater priority, be found among forms which are arranged one under 
the other, and among which fome are more powerful, and ufe thofe of a fubordinate nature, but 
others are fubfervient, and cooperate with the powers of the higher orders of forms ? Dominion, 
therefore, is an employing power (xpwrw dum/xis), and fervitude a miniflrant power. And both 
thefe fubfift efTentially among forms, and not cafually, as in their images: for dominion and fer
vitude among fenfibles, are the the laft echoes, as it were, of dominion and fervitude in the in
telligible world. * 

But if you are willing not only to furvey thefe two in forms philofophically, but alfo theolo
gically, in the divine orders themfelves, direct: your intellectual eye to thofe intellectual and at 
the fame time intelligible Gods, and to the forms which are fufpended from them ; and you will 
fee how both thefe are adapted to that order of forms. For having primarily a middle fubfiftence, 
they rule over all fecondary natures, but are fufpended from the forms which are prior to them, 
and which are alone intelligible, energize with reference to their good, and are from them that 
which they are. For being firft unfolded into light from them, they are governed by, and abide 
in, them j but they fupernally rule over the effences and powers pofterior to themfelves. Hence, 
alfo, in the fecondary orders, the more total govern the more partial, the more monadic, the 
more multiplied, and the exempt, the coordinated. Thus, for inftance, in the demiurgic genera, 
Jupiter in Homer at one time iffues his mandates to Minerva, at another time to Apollo, at an
other to Hermes, and at another to Iris ; all of whom act in fubfervience to the will of their 
father, imparting their providential energies according to the demiurgic boundary. The angelic 
tribe, alfo, and all the better genera, are faid to act as fervants to the Gods, and to minifter to 
their powers. 

But, that dominion and fervitude have an effential, and not a cafual fubfiftence only, we may 
learn from the Phsedo : for it is there faid, that nature commanded the body to act the part of a 
flave, but the foul that of a mafter. If, therefore, thefe have a natural fubfiftence in the foul 
and body, it is nothing wonderful that we fhould refer dominion itfelf, and fervitude itfelf, to 
divine forms, theologifts employing thefe names as indications of the ruling and miniflrant powers 
in the Gods ; juft as the paternal and maternal there fubfift in one refpect according to a divine 
idiom, and in another according to a formal caufe, mere habitude having no fubfiftence in thefe, 
but prolific power, and an effence adapted to the Gods. 

It muft, however, here be carefully obferved, that when the Gods are faid to rule over us alfo 
with abfolute dominion, as when in the Phaedo Socrates calls the Gods our matters, and us the 
pciTcfiioxisof the Gods, the mode of dominion is tranfeendently exempt. For in the divine orders 
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mafter; but he fuftains both thefe relation?, as being a man ; while, in the 
mean time, dominion itfelf is that which it is from its relation to fervitude ; 
and fervitude, in a fimilar manner, is fervitude with reference to dominion. 
But the ideas with which we are converfant poifefs no power over the ideas 
which fubfift by themfelves, nor have they any authority over us: but I affert 
that they fubfift from themfelves, and with relation to themfelves; and ours, 
in a fimilar manner, with relation to themfelves. Do you underftand what 
I fay ? That Socrates replied, Entirely fo. That Parmenides then faid, Is 
not fcience 1 itfelf, fo far as it is fuch, the fcience of truth 2 itfelf? Per

fectly 
the more total rule over the more partial coordinately, and we approach to the Gods, as our mafters, 
through the fervitude which is there as a medium. Hence, as all the feries of fervitude itfelf is under 
that of dominion itfelf, the Gods alfo govern according to their abfolute power. And not only do 
the more total rule over the more partial Gods, but alfo over men, participating according to com-
prehenfion of fervitude itfelf, which makes fubordinate f ubfervient o more excellent natures. 

1 Socrates, in the Phaedrus, celebrates divine fcience, elevating fouls of a total charadteriftic, 
or which fubfift as wholes to the intellectual and intelligible orders, and alTerting that they there 
furvey juftice itfelf, temperance itfelf, and fcience itfelf, in confequence of being conjoined with 
the middle order of thefe Gods. He alfo aflerts that truth is there, proceeding from intelligibles, 
and illuminating all the middle genera of Gods with intelligible light ; and he conjoins that fe'ence 
with that truth. If, therefore, in difcourfing concerning the formal orders, he fays that fcience 
itfelf is of truth itfelf, it is not wonderful. For there fcience and truth, and all the forms in the 
middle genera of Gods, participate of fcience itfelf, and truth itfelf, which caufe every thing 
there to be intellectual: for fcience itfelf is the eternal and uniform intelligence of eternal na
tures. For the light of truth being intelligible, imparts to thefe forms intelligible power. But 
fince there are many orders of thefe middle forms ; for fome of them are, as theologifts fay, the 
higheft, uniform, and intelligible; others connect and bind together wholes ; and others are per
fective and convertive; hence, after the one and ths firft fcience, Parmenides mentions many 
fciences. For they proceed fupcrnally through all the genera in conjunction with the light of 
truth. For truth is the one in every order, and the intelligible, with which alfo intelligence is 
conjoined. As, therefore, total intelligence is of the total intelligible, fo the many intelligences 
arc united to the many intelligibles. Thefe middle forms, therefore, which poflefs intelligences 
united with their intelligibles, are perfectly exempt from our knowledge ; or, in other words, 
they cat)not he directly and without a medium apprehended even by the higheft of our powers. 
Intellectual forms, indeed, are exempt from us ; but fince wc proximately fubfift from them, they 

arc 

a Inftead of T J J ; b TCRRTV XXNFCICT, aurm AV EXMNG W f.wrujtttj, as in Thompfon's edition of this dia
logue, it appears from the MS. commentary of Proclus that we fhould read TWJ aXnflciaj avrr,s a* 
IHTNNS X. t . Indeed the fenfe of the text requires this emendation. 
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fe£Hy fo. But will each of the fciences which is, be the fcience of each of 
the things which are ? Certainly it will. But will not our fcience 1 be con-

verfant 
are in a certain refpect in us, and we pofTefs a knowledge of them, and through thefe, of the 
unknown tranfcendency of more divine forms. 

W e ought not however, fays Proclus, to fay, with fome of the friends of Plato, that divine 
fcience does not know it(el£t but from itfelf imparts felf-knowledge to other things. For every 
divine nature primarily directs its energy to itfelf, and begins its idiom from itfelf. Thus the 
caufe of life fills itfelf with life, and the fource of perfection produces itfelf perfect. Hence, that 
which imparts knowledge to other things, pofTefTes itfelf prior to other things the knowledge of 
beings; fince alfo the fcience which is with us being an image of fcience itfelf, knows other 
things, and prior to other things,- itfelf. Or what is that which informs us what this very 
thing fcience is ? And mufl not relatives belong to the fame power ? Knowing, therefore, the 
objects of fcience, it alfo knows itferf, being the fcience of thofe objects. As the knowledge, 
Tiowever, of divine fcience is fimple and, uniform, fo the object of its knowledge is fingle and 
comprehenfive of all other objects of fcientific knowledge. Science itfelf, therefore, is the caufe 
of fcientific knowledge to other things, and by a much greater priority, to itfelf. For it is an 

' effence efTentialrzed in the knowledge of itfelf and of being. For fcience there is not a habit, nor 
a quality, but a felf-perfect hyparxis fubfifting from, and eftablifhed in, itfelf; and by knowing 
itfelf, knowing that which is primarily the object of fcientific knowledge, or that which is fimply 
being. For it is conjoined with this, in the fame manner as that which is intellect fimply, to that 
which is fimply intelligible, and as that which is fimply fenfe, to that which is fimply fenfible. 
But the many fciences after fcience itfelf are certain progreffions of the one fcience conjoined 
with the multitude of beings, which the being of that one fcience comprehends. For being is 
tnany, and in like manner fcience. And that which is moft characterized by unity in fcience 
itfelf, is united to the one of being, which alfo it knows; but the multitude in fcience itfelf 
knows the multitude of beings which being itfelf comprehends. 

1 We alfo participate in a certain refpect of truth, but not of that of which thofe divine forms 
alluded to in the preceding text participate, but of that which was imparted to our order by the 
artificer of the univerfe ; and the fcience which is with us is the fcience of this truth. There 
are, however, knowledges more partial than this, fome evolving one, and others a different object 
of knowledge. Some of thefe, alfo, are converfant with generation, and the variety it contains; 
others inveftigate the whole of nature; and others contemplate fupernatural beings. Some, 
again, employ the fenfes, and together with thefe, give completion to their work ; others require 
the figured intellection of the phantafy ; others acquiefce in doxaftic reafons ; others convert pure 
Teafon itfelf to itfelf; and others extend our reafon to intellect. As there is then fuch a difference 
in the fciences, it is evident that fome form a judgment of thefe, and others of different, objects 
of fcience, and things which contribute to our reminifcence of being. Thus, for inftance, ge
ometry fpeculates the reafon of figure in us, but arithmetic unfolds, by its demonftrations, the 
one form of numbers ; and each of the other fciences which have a partial fubfiftence fpeculates 
fome other particular of the things with which we are converfant. We muft not, therefore, 

pervert 
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verfant with the truth which fubfifts among us ? And will not each of our 
fciences be the fcience of that being which happens to refide with us ? It 
is necefTary that it fhould be fo. But you have granted that we do not 
pofTefs forms1, and that they are not things with which we are conver
sant ? Certainly not. Is each genus * of beings known to be what it is, 

through 
pervert the name of fcience by introducing arts into the midfl:, and the ideas of thefe, to which 
the ufes of a mortal life gave a being ; for they are nothing more than adumbrations of true 
fcience. As, therefore, we fay that there are ideas of things which contribute to the perfection 
of eflence, but not of things proceeding from thefe, and alone fubfifting accidentally in others, in 
like manner the arts being the images of the fciences have here their generation. But the 
fciences themfelves are derived from the fciences which prefubfift among ideas i and through the 
former wc are enabled to afcend to the latter, and become aflimilated to intellect. However, 
as there it is ncceffary that there fhould be one fcience prior to the many, being the fcience of 
that which is truth itfelf, juft as the many fciences have many truths for their objects (for the 
peculiar fcientific object of every fcience is a certain truth) in like manner with refpect to the 
fciences with us which are many, it is necefTary to underftand the one and whole form of fcience, 
which neither receives its completion from the many, nor is coordinated with them, but pre-
fubfifts itfelf by itfelf. But the many fciences diftribute the one power of fcience, a different 
fcience being arranged under a different object of knowledge, and all of them being referred to 
and receiving their principles from the one and entire form of fcience. The fcience, therefore, 
which is with us is very different from that which is divine; but through the former we afcend 
to the latter. 

1 Here Parmenides, fays Proclus, beginning from the preceding axioms collects the thing 
propofed as follows: Exempt forms fubfift by themfelves ; things which fubfift by themfelves and 
©f themfelves are not in us; things which are not in us, are not coordinate with our fcience, and 
are unknown by it. Exempt forms, therefore, are unknown by our fcience. All forms indeed, 
are only to be feen by a divine intellect, but this is efpecially the cafe with fuch as are beyond 
the intellectual Gods. For neither fenfe nor doxaftic knowledge, nor pure reafon, nor our 
intellectual knowlege, is able to conjoin the foul with thofe forms i but this can alone be effected 
through an illumination from the intellectual Gods, as fome »one fpeaking divinely fays. The 
nature, therefore, of thofe forms is unknown to us, as being better than our intellection, and the 
divifible intuitive perceptions of our foul. Hence Socrates in the Phaedrus, as we have before 
obferved, aflimilates the furvey of them to the myfteries, and calls the fpectacles of them entire, 
tranquil, fimple and happy vifions. Of intellectual forms, therefore, the demiurgus and father 
of fouls has implanted in us the knowledge; but of the forms above intellect, fuch as thofe 
belonging to the intelligible and at the fame time intellectual orders, the knowledge is exempt 
from our immediate vifion, is fpontaneous, and alone known to fouls energizing from a divine 
afflatus. So that what Parmenides now infers, and alfo that we do not participate of fcience 
itfelf, follow from the conceptions concerning this order of divine forms. 

3 The genera of being are not to be confidered in this place, either as things appearing in the 
many, and which are the fubject of logical predications, or as univerfals collected from the many, 
and which are called by the moderns abftract ideas j for thefe are pofterior to beings. But the genera 

s <* 
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through the form itfelf of" fcience ? Undoubtedly. But this form we do 
not pofTefs ? By no means. No form, therefore, is known by us, as we do 
not participate of fcience itfelf? It docs not appear it can. The beautiful 1 

itfelf therefore, and the good itfelf and all fuch things which we have con
fidered as being ideas, are unknown to us ? So it fcems. But furvey this, 
which is yet ftill more dire 2. What? You will fay, perhaps, that if there 

is 

of being here fignify fuch things as pofiefs a generative power, more total than, and preceding 
according to caufe, the progeny in more partial forms. For as the genera of forms in fenfibles, 
either appear in the many, or are predicated of the many, in like manner genera in intelligibles 
are more principal, perfect and comprehenfive than other forms ; furpafting the things com
prehended in fimplicity and prolific power. Thefe genera we muft fay are known by the form 
of fcience itfelf, as beginning fupernally, and comprehending according to one uniform know
ledge, things multiplied, unitedly, and things partial, totally. This alfo the fcience which is with 
us wifhes to effect : for it always contemplates the progreffions of things from their caufes. 

1 The beautiful, and alfo the gocd confidered as a form and not as fupercflcntial proceed fuper
nally from the fummit of intelligibles to all the fecond genera of Gods. The middle orders of 
forms, therefore, receive the progreffions of thefe in a becoming manner; according to the gocd 
becoming full of their own perfection, and of the fufficient, and the unindigent; but according 
to the beautiful becoming lovely to fecondary natures, leading back things which have proceeded, 
and binding together divided caufes. For a conversion to the beautiful collects together and unites 
all things, and fixes them as in one center. Thefe two forms, therefore, the good and the beautiful 
fubfift occultly and uniformly in firft natures, but are changed in the different orders of things in 
a manner coordinate to each. So that it is not wonderful if there is certain beauty known 
only to fenfe, another known to opinion, another beheld through the dianoetic power, another by 
intelligence in conjunction with reafon, another by pure intelligence, and laftly another which is 
unknown, fubfifting by itfelf perfectly exempt, and capable of being feen by its own light alone. 

a The preceding arguments have led us as far as to the intelligible and at the fame time 
intellectual order of forms: for being falfe and of a doubting idiom, they alone unfold the truth in 
intellectual forms. But what is now faid, fays Proclus, leads us to thofe forms which prefubfift: 
in the intelligible, proceeding indeed in the form of doubt as about intellectual forms, but in 
reality fignifying the idiom of the firft forms. The difcourfe, therefore, (hows that forms 
neither know nor govern fenfibles ; falfely, indeed, in demiurgic ideas, for fenfibles fubfift 
from thefe, and thefe rule over their all-various diftribution into individual forms ; fo that 
they prcvioufly comprehend the providence and government of fenfibles: but the difcourfe 
is moft true in the firft ideas, which are in the higheft degree characterized by unity, and 
are truly intelligible. For thefe firft fhine forth from being in intelligible intellect, uni
formly, unitedly, and totally. For they contain the paternal caufes of the moft common and 
comprehenfive genera, and are fuperior to a diftributed knowledge of and a proximate govern
ment of fenfibles. Hence thefe intelligible Gods have dominion over the Gods which are un
folded from them, and their knowledge is beyond all other divine knowledge $ to which alfo 
Plato looking collects, that the Gods neither rule over us, nor have any knowledge of human 

o concerns. 
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is any certain genus of fcience, it is much more accurate than the fcience 
which refides with us; and that this is likewife true of beauty, and every 

thing 
concerns. For the divided caufes of thefe, and the powers which rule over them, are in the 
intellectual Gods. But the ideas which are properly called intelligible, are eftablifhed above all 
fuch divifions; produce all things according to united and the moft fimple caufes; and both their 
effective energy and knowledge are one, collected and uniform. Hence there the intelligible 
caufe of the celeftial genus produces every thing celeftial, Gods, angels, daemons, heroes, fouls, 
not fo far as they are daemons or angels, for this is the peculiarity of divifible caufes, and of 
divided ideas, of which the intellectual forms make a diftribution into multitude, but fo far as all 
thefe genera are in a cenain refpecl; divine and celeftial, and fo far as they are allotted an hy-
parxis united to the Gods; and in a fimilar manner with refpect to each of the reft. Thus for 
inftance, the intelligible idea of every thing pedeftrian and terreftrial cannot be faid to rule over 
things, each of which is feparated according to one form, for this is the province of things 
diftributed from it into multitude, but it governs all things fo far as they are of one genus. iFor 
things nearer to the one, give fubfiftence to all things in a more total and uniform manner. 

As, however, we fhall hereafter fpeak of this, let us rather confider the opinion of Plato con
cerning providence. The Athenian gucft, therefore, in the Laws clearly evinces that there is a 
providence, where his difcourfe (hows that the Gods know and poflefs a power which governs-
all tilings. But Parmenides at the very beginning of the difcuflion concerning providence 
evinces the abfurdity of doubting divine knowledge and dominion. For to affert that the 
conclufion of this doubt is ftill more dire than the former, fufficiently (hows that he rejects the 
arguments which fubvert providence. For it is dire to fay that divinity is not known by us who 
are rational and intellectual natures, and who efTentially poflefs fomething divine •, but it is ftill 
more dire to deprive divine natures of knowledge ; fince the former pertains to thofe who do not 
convert themfelves to divinity, but the latter to thofe who impede the all-pervading goodnefs of 
the Gods. And the former pertains to thofe who err refpecting our eflence, but the latter to 
thofe who convert themfelves erroneoufly about a divine caufe. But the expreflion ftill more dire, 
Qmmipcv) fays Proclus, is not u(ed as fignifying a more ftrenuous doubt, in the fame manner as. 
we are accuftomed to call thofe dire ftstvoi) who vanquifh by the power of language, but as a 
thing worthy of greater dread and caution to the intelligent. For it divulfes the union of things, 
and ditlbciatcs divinity apart from the world. It alfo defines divine power as not pervading to 
all things, and circumfcribcs intellectual knowledge as not all-perfect. It likewife fubverts all the 
fabrication of the univerfe, the order imparted to the world from feparate caufes,.and the good
nefs which fills all things from one will, in a manner accommodated to the nature of unity. 
Nor lefs dire than any one of thefe is the confufion of piety. For what communion is there 
between Gods and men, if the former are deprived of the knowledge of our concerns. All Ap
plications, therefore, of divinity, all facred inftitutions, all oaths adducing the Gods as a witnefs, 
and the untaught conceptions implanted in our fouls concerning divinity, will perifh. What gift 
alfo will be left of the Gods to men, if they do not previoufly comprehend in themfelves the 
defcrt of the r .-unlcnts, if they do not poflefs a knowledge of all that we do, of all we fuffer, 
and of all that \\;c think though wc do not carry it into effect ?• With great propriety, there

fore, 
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thing elfe ? Certainly. If*, therefore, any one pofTeffes fcience itfelf will 
you not alTert that no one pofTeffes the moft accurate fcience more than a 

God ? 

fore are fuch affertions called dife. For if it is unholy to change any legitimately divine inftitu-
lion, how can fuch an innovation as this be unattended with dread ? But that Plato rejects this 
hypothefis which makes Divinity to be ignorant of our concerns, is evident from thefe things, 
fince it is one of his dogmas, that Divinity knows and produces all things. Since, however, foma 
ef thofe pofterior to him have vehemently endeavoured to fubvert fuch-like altertions, let us fpeak 
concerning them as much as may be fufficient for our prefent pufpofe. 

Some of thofe, then, pofterior to Plato, on feeing the urtftable condition of fublunary things 
were fearful that they were not under the direction of providence and a divine nature*, for fuch 
events as are faid to take place through fortune, the apparent inequality refpecting lives, and th« 
disordered motion of material natures, induced them greatly to fufpect that they were not under 
the government of providence. Befides, the perfuafion that Divinity is not bufily employed in thd 
evolution Of all-various reafons, and that he does not depart from his own bleflednefs, induced 
them to frame an hypothefis fo lawlefs and dire. For they were of opinion that the paflion of 
our foul, and the perturbation which it fuftains by descending to the government of bodies, muft 
happen to Divinity, if he converted himfelf to the proridential infpection of things. Further 
ftill, from confidering that different objects of knowledge ate known by different gnoftic powers \ 
*s, for inftance, fenfibles by fenfe, objects of opinion by opinion, things fcientific by fcience, and 
intelligibles by intellect, and, at the fame time, neither placing fenfe, nor opinion, nor feietiC* 
in Divinity, but only an intellect immaterial and pure j—hence, they aflerted that Divinity had fid 
knowledge of any other things than the objects of intellect *. For, fay they, if matter is external 
to him, it Is necefTary that he fhould be pure from apprehenfions which are converted to matter\ 
but being purified from thefe, it follows that he muft have no knowledge of material natures i 
and hence, the patrons of this doctrine deprived him of a knowledge of, and providential exertions 
about, ftnfibles; not through any imbecility of fiatufe, but through a tranfcendency of gnoftid 
energy ; juft as thofe whbfe eyes are filled with light, are faid to be incapable of perceiving mun
dane objects, at the fame time that this incapacity is nothing more than tranfcendency of vifion. 
They likewife add, that there are many things which it is beautiful not to know. Thus, to the 
entheaftic, (or thofe who are divinely irtfpired) It is beautiful to be ignorant of whatever would 
deftroy the delfic energy j and to the fcientific, not to know that which would defile the indubi
table perception of fciehce. 

But others afcribe, indeed, to Divinity a knowledge of fenfibles, in order that they may not 
take away his providence, but at the fame time convert his apprehenfion to that which is ex* 
ternal, reprefent him as pervading through the whole of a fenfible nature, as parting into contact 
with the objects of his government, impelling every thing, and being locally prefent with all 
thifigs j for, fay they, he would not othetwife be able to exert a providential energy in a becoming 
manner, and impart good to every thing according to its defert f. 

* This opinion was embraced by the more early Peripatetics. 
| This was the opinion of the Stoics. 

Others 
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God 1 ? It is necefTary fo to affert. But can a God, being fuch as lie is, 
know our affairs through pofleffing fcience itfelf? Why fhould he not? 

That 
Others again affirm that Divinity has a knowledge of himfelf, but that he has no occafion to 

underfland fenfibles in order to provide for them, fince by his very effence he produced all 
things, and adorns whatever he has produced, without having any knowledge of his productions. 
They add, that this is by no means wonderful, fince nature operates without knowledge, and 
unattended with phantafy ; but that Divinity differs from nature in this, that he has a knowledge 
of himfelf, though not of the things which are fabricated by him. And fuch are the affertions 
of thofe who were perfuaded that Divinity is not fcparated from mundane natures, and of thofe 
who deprived him of the knowledge of inferior concerns, and of a knowledge operating in union 
with providence. 

With refpect to thefe philofophers, we fay, that they fpeak truly, and yet not truly, on this 
fubject. 

1 Every divine intellect, fays Proclus, and every order of the Gods, comprehends in itfelf the 
knowledge and the caufe of all things. For neither is their knowledge inefficacious, pofleffing 
the indefinite in intellection-, but they both know all things, and communicate good. For that 
which is primarily good, is alfo willing to illuminate fecondary natures with a fupply from him
felf. Nor are their productions irrational and void of knowledge: for this is the work of nature 
and of ultimate life, and not of a divine caufe, which alfo produces rational effences. Hence, 
they at the fame time both know and make all things j and prior to thefe, according to their will, 
they preaflume both a knowledge and a power effective of all things. Hence, they prefide over all 
things willingly, gncjlically, and powerfully and every thing through this triad enjoys their providen
tial care. And if you are willing to unite things which fubfift divifibly in fecondary natures, and 
refer them to a divine caufe, you will perhaps apprehend the truth concerning it more accurately. 
Nature, therefore, appears to poflefs reafons or productive principles effective, but not gnoftic \ 
the dianoetic power poffeffes as its end, knowledge in itfelf; and proserefis, or a deliberative ten
dency to things capable of being accomplifhed, has for its end good, and the will of things good. 
Collect thefe, therefore, in one, the willing, the gnojlic, the efficacious, and prior to thefe, conceiv
ing a divine unity, refer all thefe to a divine nature, becaufe all thefe prefubfift there uniformly 
together. However, though all the Gods pofTefs all thefe, yet in intelligibles, the firft: intelli
gence, the firft power generative of wholes, and a beneficent will, are efpecially apparent. For 
the intelligible order fubfifting immediately after the fountain of good, becomes that to natures 
pofterior to itfelf, which the good is to the univerfality of things ; exprefling his fuper-caufal 
nature through paternal power j the good, through beneficent will; and that which is above all 
knowledge, through occult and united intellection. Proclus adds, but it appears to me that 
through this Parmenides now firft calls ideas Gods, as recurring to the firft fountain of them, 
and as being uniform, and moft near to the good, and as thus pofleffing a knowledge of, and do
minion over, all things, fo far as each participates of a divine power, and fo far as all of them are 
fufpended from the Gods. 
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T h a t Parmenides faid, Becaufe it has been confeffed by us, O Socrates, that 
neither do thofe forms pofTefs the power which is peculiar to them, through 

relation 
f lbjecr. For if providence has a fubfiftence, neither can there be any thing disordered, nor can 
Divinity be bufdy employed, nor can he know fenfibles through paflive fenfe : but thefe philofo
phers, in confequence of not knowing the exempt power and uniform knowledge of Divinity, ap
pear to deviate from the truth. For thus we interrogate them; does not every thing energize in a 
becoming manner when it energizes according to its own power and nature? as, for inftance, does 
not nature, in conformity to the order of its effence, energize phyfically, intellect intellectually, 
and foul pfychically, or according to the nature of foul ? And when the fame thing is generated 
by many and different caufes, does not each of thefe produce according to its own power, and not 
according to the nature of the thing produced ? Or fhall we fay, that each produces after the 
fame manner, and that, for example, the fun and man generate man, according to the fame mode 
of operation, and not according to the natural ability of each, viz. the one partially, imperfectly, 
and with a bufy energy, but the other without anxious attention, by its very effence, and totally ? 
But to affert this would be abfurd; for a divine operates in a manner very different from a mortal 
nature. 

If, therefore, every thing which energizes, energizes according to its own nature and order, 
fome things divinely and fupernaturally, others naturally, and others in a different manner, 
it is evident that every gnoftic being knows according to its own nature, and that it does not 
follow that becaufe the thing known is one and the fame, on this account, the natures which 
know, energize in conformity to the eflence of the things known. Thus fenfe, opinion, and our 
intellect, know that which is white, but not in the fame manner : for fenfe cannot know what 
the effence is of a thing white, nor can opinion obtain a knowledge of its proper objects in the 
fame manner as intellect; fince opinion knows only that a thing is, but intellect knows the caufe 
of its exiflence. Knowledge, therefore, fubfifts according to the nature of that which knows, and 
not according to the nature of that which is known. What wonder is it then that Divinity fhould 
know all things in fuch a manner as is accommodated to his nature, viz. divifible things indivi-
fibly, things multiplied, uniformly, things generated, according to an eternal intelligence, totally, 
fuch things as are partial; and that with a knowledge of this kind, he fhould poffefs a power 
productive of all things, or, in other words, that by knowing all things with fimple and united 
intellections, he fhould impart to every thing being, and a progreflion into being ? For the au
ditory fenfe knows audibles in a manner different from the common fenfe; and prior to, and 
different from, thefe, reafon knows audibles, together with other particulars which fenfe is not 
able to apprehend. And again, of defire, which tends to one thing, of anger, which afpires after 
another thing, and of prcairefis, (Trpoaipto-ts), or that faculty of the foul which is a deliberative 
tendency to things in our power, there is one particular life moving the foul towards all thefe, 
which are mutually motive of each other. It is through this life that we fay, I defire, I am angry, 
and I have a deliberative tendency to this thing or that; for this life verges to all thefe powers, 
and lives in conjunction with them, as being a power which is impelled to every object of defire. 
But prior both to reafon and this one life, is the one of the foul, which often fays, I perceive, I 

reafon, 
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relation to our concerns, nor ours from relation to theirs; but that the 
forms in each divifion are referred to themfelves. It was admitted by us. 

if, 

reafon, I defire, and I deliberate, which follows all thefe energies, and energizes together with 
them. For we fhould not be able to know all thefe, and to apprehend in what they differ from 
each other, unlefs we contained a certain indivifible nature, which has a fubfiftence above the 
common fenfe, and which, prior to opinion, defire, and will, knows all that thefe know and deGre, 
according to an indivifible mode of apprehenfion. 

If this be the cafe, it is by no means proper to difbelieve in the indivifible knowledge of Divi
nity, which knows fenfibles without poffefnng fenfe, and divifible natures without poffeffing a 
divifible energy, and which, without being prefent to things in place, knows them prior to all 
local prefence, and imparts to every thing that which every thing is capable of receiving. The 
unliable effence, therefore, of apparent natures is not known by him in an unliable, but in a de
finite manner; nor does he know that which is fubject to all-various mutations dubioufly, but in 
a manner perpetually the fame ; for by knowing himfelf, he knows every thing of which he is the 
caufe, poffeffing a knowledge tranfcendently more accurate than that which is coordinate to the 
objects of knowledge; fince a caufal knowledge of every thing is fuperior to every other kind of 
knowledge. Divinity, therefore, knows without bufily attending to the objects of his intellection, 
becaufe he abides in himfelf, and by alone knowing himfelf, knows all things. Nor is he indigent 
of fenfe, or opinion, or fcience, in order to know fenfible natures; for it is himfelf that produces 
all thefe, and that, in the unfathomable depths of the intellection of himfelf, comprehends an 
united knowledge of them, according to caufe, and in one fimplicity of perception. Juft as if 
fome one having built a fhip, fhould place in it men of his own formation, and, in confequence of 
poffeffing a various art, fhould add a fea to the fhip, produce certain winds, and afterwards launch 
the fhip into the new created main. Let us fuppofe, too, that he caufes thefe to have an cxift-
ence by merely conceiving them to exift, fo that by imagining all this to take place, he gives an 
external fubfiftence to his inward phantafms, it is evident that in this cafe he will contain the 
caufe of every thing which happens to the fhip through the winds on the fea, and that by con
templating his own conceptions, without being indigent of outward converfion, he will at the fame 
time both fabricate and know thefe external particulars. Thus, and in a far greater degree, that 
divine intellect the artificer of the univerfe, poffeffing the caufes of all things, both gives fub
fiftence to, and contemplates, whatever the univerfe contains, without departing from the fpecu
lation of himfelf. But if, with refpect to intellect, one kind is more partial, and another more 
total, it is evident that there is not the fame intellectual perfection of all things, but that where 
intelligibles have a more total and undiftributed fubfiftence, there the knowledge is more total 
and indivifible, and where the number of forms proceeds into multitude and extenfion, there the 
knowledge is both one and multiform. Hence, this being admitted, we cannot wonder on hear
ing the Orphic verfes, in which the thcologift fays: 

Aurn fo Zrivct xai tv o/xpaei warpof avaxro; 
Name adavaroi rt SEOI, SMTQI T' av9py7roit 

Ov? a T£ m ytyauva, xai uvrtpov off era ifxCKKov. 

M I • i. e. There 
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If, therefore, there is the moil accurate dominion with Divinity, and the 
moft accurate fcience, the dominion of the Gods will not rule over us, nor 

will 
i. c There in the fight of Jove, the parent king, 

Th' immortal Gods and mortal men refide, 
With all that ever was, and fhall hereafter be. 

For the artificer of the univerfe is full of intelligibles, and pofTeffes the caufes of all things fepa-
rated from each other •, fo that he generates men, and all other things, according to their charac-
teriftic peculiarities, and not fo far as each is divine, in the fame manner as the divinity prior to 
him, the intelligible father Phanes. Hence, Jupiter is called the father of things divided accord
ing to fpecies, but Phanes of things divided according to genera. And Jupiter, indeed, is the 
father of wholes, though, by a much greater priority, Phanes is the father of all things, but of 
all things fo far as each participates of a divine power. With refpecl: to knowledge, alfo, Jupiter 
knows human affairs particularly, and in common with other things: for the caufe of men is con
tained in him, divided from other things and united with all of them ; but Phanes knows all 
things at once, as it were centrically, and without diftribution. Thus, for inftance, he knows 
man, fo far as he is an animal and pedeftrian, and not fo far as he is man. For as the pedeflrian 
which fubfifts in Phanes, is collectively, and at once, the caufe of all terreftrial Gods, angels, 
daemons, heroes, fouls, animals, plants, and of every thing contained in the earth, fo alfo the 
knowledge which is there is one of all thefe things collectively, as of one genus, and is not a dis
tributed knowledge of human affairs. And as in us the more univerfal fciences give fubfiftence 
to thofe which are fubordinate to them, as Ariftotle fays, and are more fciences, and more allied 
to intellect, for they ufe more comprehenfive concluGons,—fo alfo in the Gods, the more excellent 
and more fimple intellections comprehend according to caufal priority the variety of fuch as are 
fecondary. In the Gods, therefore, the firft knowledge of man is as of being, and is one intel
lection which knows every being as one, according to one union. But the fecond knowledge is 
as of eternal being: for this knowledge uniformly comprehends according to one caufe every 
eternal being. The knowledge which is confequent to this is as of animal: for this alfo has an 
intellection of animal according to union. But the knowledge which fucceeds this is of that which 
is perfected under this particular genus, as of pedeftrian: for it is an intellection of all that 
genus, as of one thing; and divifion firft takes place in this, and variety together with fimpli-
city. At the fame time, however, neither in this is the intellection of man alone : for it is not 
the fame thing to underftand every thing terreftrial as one thing, and to underftand man. Hence, 
in demiurgic, and in fhort in intellectual forms, there is a certain intellection of man as of man, 
becaufe this form is feparated from others in thefe orders. And thus we have fhown how the 
higheft forms do not poflefs a knowledge of human affairs, and how they have dominion over all 
things, fo far as all things are divine, and fo far as they participate of a certain divine idiom. But 
that in the firft order of forms dominion itfelf, and fcience itfelf, fubfift, is evident. For 
there is a divine intellection there of all things characterized by unity, and a power which rules 
over wholes; the former being the fountain of all knowledge, and the latter the primary caufe 
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will their fcience take cognizance of us, or of any of our concerns; and in 
a fimilar manner, we fhall not rule over them by our dominion, nor know 
any thing divine through the affiftance of our fcience. And again, in con
fequence of the fame reafoning, they will neither, though Gods *, be our 
governors, nor have any knowledge of human concerns. But would not 
the difcourfe be wonderful in the extreme, which fhould deprive Divinity 
of knowledge ? That Parmenides faid, Thefe, O Socrates, and many other 
confequences befides thefe, muft neceffarily J happen to forms, if they are 

the 
of all dominion, whether they fubfift in the Gods, or in the genera more excellent than our fpe
cies, or in fouls. And, perhaps, Parmenides here calls the genus of fcience the intellection of 
thofe forms, wifhing to fhow its comprehenfive and uniform nature ; but prior to this, when he 
was fpeaking of middle ideas, he alone denominated it fpecies. For, from intelligible knowledge 
the middle orders arc filled with the intelligence which they pofTefs ; and intelligence in the latter, 
has the fame relation to that in the former, which fpecies has to genus. If, alfo, the term much 

more accurate, is employed in fpeaking of this fcience, it is evident that fuch an addition repre-
fents to us its more united nature. • For this is the accurate, to comprehend all things, and leave 
nothing external to itfelf. 

1 It is wellobferved here by Proclus, that the words i ( though Gods" contain an abundant indi
cation of the prefent doubt. For every thing divine is good, and is willing to fill all things with 
good. How, therefore, can it either be ignorant of things pertaining to us, or not have domi
nion over fecondary natures ? How is it poflible that it fhould not govern according to its own 
power, and provide according to its own knowledge for things of which it is the caufe ? And 
it appears that Parmenides by thefe words evinces, that for the Divinities to be ignorant of our 
concerns over which they have dominion, is the moft abfurd of all things, profoundly indicating 
that it efpecially pertains to the Gods, fo far as Gods, to know and provide for all things, accord
ing to the one by which they are characterized. For intellect, fo far as intellect, has not a know
ledge of all things, but of wholes, nor are ideas the caufes of all things, but of fuch as perpetually 
fubfift according to nature; fo that the affertion is not entirely fane which deprives thefe of the 
knowledge and government of our concerns, fo far as we rank among particulars, and not fo far 
as we are men, and poflefs one form. But it is necefTary that the Divinity and the Gods fhould 
know all things, particulars, things eternal, and things temporal; and that they fhould rule over 
all things, not only fuch as are univerfal, but fuch alfo as are partial: for there is one providence 
of them pervading to all things. Forms, therefore, fo far as Gods, and intellect fo far as a God, 
pofilfs a knowledge of, and dominion over, all things. But intellect is a God according to 
the one, which is as it were the luminous flower of its eflence ; and forms are Gods, fo far as they 
contain the light proceeding from the good. 

2 Parmenides here indicates that what has been faid under the pretext of doubts, is after 
another manner true. For he fays that thefe and many other confequences muft neceffarily 

happen to forms, viz. the being unknown, and having no knowledge of our affairs. And, in 
fhort, 



8 0 T H ^ P A R M E N I D E S . 

the ideas of things, and if any one feparates each form apart from other 
things ; fo that any one who hears thefe affertions, may doubt and hefitate 
whether fuch forms have any fubfiftence; or if they do fubfift in a moft 
eminent degree, whether it is not abundantly necefTary that they fhould be 
unknown 1 by the human nature. Hence he who thus fpeaks may feem 
to fay fomething to the purpofe; and as we juft now faid, it may be con
fidered as a wonderful a thing, on account of the difficulty of being per-
fuaded, and as the province of a man 3 of a very naturally good difpofition, 
to be able to perceive that there is a certain genus of every thing, and an 
effence itfelf fubfijiing by itfelf: but he will deferve ftill greater admiration, 
who, after having made this difcovery, fhall be able to teach another how 
to difcern and diftinguifh all thefe] in a becoming manner. That then 
Socrates faid, I affent to you, O Parmenides, for you entirely fpeak agree
ably to my opinion. 

That Parmenides further added, But indeed, O Socrates, if any one on 
the contrary takes away the forms of things, regarding all"that has now 

been 
fhort, he indicates that all the above-mentioned idioms are adapted to different orders of forms. 
For it is by no means wonderful that what is true of one order fhould be falfe when extended to 
another. 

1 Thefe things alfo, fays Proclus, are divinely aflerted, and with a view to the condition of our 
nature. For neither does he who has arrived at the fummit of human attainments, and who is 
the wifeft among men, poflefs fcience perfectly indubitable concerning divine natures ; for it is 
intellect alone which knows intelligibles free from doubt; nor is the moft imperfect and earth-
born character entirely deprived of the knowledge of a formal caufe. For to what does he look 
when he fometimes blames that which is apparent to fenfe, as very mutable, if he does not con
tain in himfelf an unperverted preconception of an eflence permanent and real ? 

a The fimilar is every where naturally adapted to proceed to the fimilar. Hence that which 
is obfcure to the eyes, and is only to be obtained by philofophy, will not be apprehended by 
imperfect fouls, but by thofe alone who through phyfical virtue, tranfcendent diligence, and 
ardent defire apply themfelves in a becoming manner to fo fublime an object of contemplation. 
For the fpeculation of intelligibles cannot fubfift in foreign habits; nor can things which have 
their eflence and feat in a pure intellect become apparent to thofe who are not purified in in
tellect ; fince the fimilar is every where known by the fimilar, 

3 By thefe words, fays Proclus, Plato again teaches us who is a moft fit hearer of this difcourfe 
about ideas. Such a one he denominates a man (i. e. amp, not avSpunoi), not indeed in vain, but in 
order to indicate that fuch a one according to the form of his life poflefles much of the grand, robufl 
and elevated: (avfya /*tv ovoitaras ov penny, « M ' iva KM Kara TO £i3bj rnj {mi TOIOWTOJ n, nohv TO afyov na\ v^rtov 



T H E P A R M E N I D E S . 87 

been faid, and other things of the fame kind, he will not find where to turn 
his dianoetic 1 part , while he does not permit the idea of every thing which 

exifts 

trnhmvpevos') "For it is fit that he who is about to apprehend the Gods mould direct his attention 
to nothing fmaU and grovelling. But he calls him a man of a very naturally good difpofition, as 
being adorned with all the prerogatives of a philofophic nature, and as receiving many viatica 
from nature, in on'er to the intellectual perception of divine natures. In addition to this, he 
alfo again reminds us who is the leader of the fcience concerning thefc divine forms, and that he 
is prolific and inventive, and this with refpect to teaching. For fome have made fuch a pro
ficiency as is fufficient for themfelves, but others are alfo able to awaken others to a recollection 
of the truth of things. Hence he fayp, that fuch a one deferves ftill greater admiration. In the 
third place, he (hows us what is the end of this teaching, viz. that the learner who poflcfles 
fcience may be fufliciently able to diftinguifti the genera of beings, and to furvey in perfection the 
definite caufes of things; whence they originate; how many are their orders ; how they fubfift 
in every order of things ; how they are participated j how they caufally comprehend all things in 
themfelves; and, in fhort, all fuch particulars as have been difculTed in the preceding notes. 

Proclus adds, that by a certain genus of every thing, Plato fignifies the primary caufe prefubfift-
ing in divine natures of every feries. For idea compared with any other individual form in 
fcnfibles is a genu9, as being more total than fcnfible forms, and as comprehending things which 
are not entirely of a fimilar form with each other. For how can the terreftrial man be faid to be 
entirely of a fimilar form with the celeftial, or with the man that is allotted a fubfiftence in any 
other element ? 

1 Very fcientifically, fays Proclus, does Plato in thefe words remind us that there are ideas or 
forms of things. For if dianoetic and intellectual are better than fenfible knowledge, it is 
neceflary that the things known by the dianoetic power and by intellect (hould be more divine 
than thofe which are known by fenfe: for as the gnoftic powers which are coordinated to beings 
are to each other, fuch alfo is the mutual relation of the things which are known. If, therefore, 
the dianoetic power and intellect fpeculate feparate and immaterial forms, and likewife things 
univerfal, and which fubfift in themfelves, but fenfe contemplates things partible, and which are 
infeparable from fubjects, it i 3 neceflary that the fpectacles of the dianoetic power and of intellect 
{hould be more divine and more eternal. Univerfals, therefore, are prior to particulars, and 
things immaterial to things material. "Whence then does the dianoetic power receive thefe I 
for they do not always fubfift in us according to energy. It is however neceflary, that things in 
energy fhould precede thofe in capacity, both in things intellectual and in eflences. Forms, 
therefore, fubfift elfewhere, and prior to us, in divine and feparate natures, through whom the 
forms which we contain derive their perfection. But thefe not fubfifting, neither would the 
forms in us fubfift: for they could not be derived from things imperfect: fince it is not lawful 
that more excellent natures fhould be either generated or perfected from fuch as are fubordinate. 
Whence, too, is this multitude of forms in the multitude of fouls derived ? For it is every where 
neceflary, prior to multitude, to conceive a monad from which the multitude proceeds. For as 
the multitude of fenfiblcs was not generated, except from an unity, which is better than fenfibles, 

j an<t 
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exifts to be always the fame, and by this means entirely deftroys the dia
lectic power of the foul: but you alfo feem in this refpedt to perceive per

fectly 

and which gave fubfiftence to that which is common in particulars; fo neither would the mul
titude of forms fuhfift in fouls, fuch as the juft itfelf, the beautiful itfelf, &c. whitfti fubfift in all 
fouls in a manner accommodated to the nature of foul, without a certain generating unity, which 
is more excellent than this animaftic multitude: juft as the monad from which the multitude of 
fenfibles originates, is fuperior to a fenfible eflence, comprehending unitedly all the variety of 
fenfibles. Is it not alfo necefTary, that prior to felf-motive natures, there fhould be an immovable 
form ? For as felf-motive reafons tranfeend thofe which are alter-motive, or moved by others, 
after the fame manner immovable forms, and which energize in eternity, are placed above felf-
motive forms, which are converfant with the circulations of time: for it is every where requifite 
that a ftable fhould precede a movable caufe. If, therefore, there are forms in fouls which are 
many, and of a felf-motive nature, there are prior to thefe intellectual forms. In other words, 
there are immovable prior to felf motive natures, fuch as arc monadic, prior to fuch as are mul
tiplied, and the perfect: prior to the imperfect. It is alfo requifite that they fhould fubfift in 
energy ; fo that if there are not intellectual, neither are there animaftic forms : for nature by no 
means begins from the imperfect and the many; fince it is necefTary that multitude fhould pro
ceed about monads, things imperfect about the perfect, and things movable about the immovable. 
But if there are not forms efTentially inherent in foul, there is no place left to which any one can 
turn his dianoetic power as Parmenides juftly obferves : for phantafy and fenfe ncceflarily look to 
things connafcent with themselves. And of what fhall we pofTefs a dianoetic or fcientific know
ledge, if the foul is deprived of forms of this kind? For we fhall not make our fpeculation about 
things of pofterior origin, fince thefe are more ignoble than fenfibles themfelves, and the univer
fals which they contain. How then will the objects of knowledge, which are coordinate to the 
dianoetic power, be fubordinate to thofe which are known by fenfe ? It remains, therefore, that 
we fhall not know any thing elfe than fenfibles. But if this be the cafe, whence do demonftrations 
originate ? Demonftrations indeed, are from thofe things which are the caufes of the things de-
monftrated, which are prior to them according to nature, and not with relation to us, and which 
are more honourable than the conclufions which are unfolded from them. But the things from 
which demonftrations are formed are univerfals, and not particulars. Univerfals, therefore, are prior 
to, and are more caufal and more honourable than, particulars. Whence likewife are definitions ? 
For definition proceeds through the efTential reafon of the foul: for we firft define that which is 
common in particulars, pofleffing within, that form, of which the fomething common in thefe 
is the image. If, therefore, definition is the principle of demonftration, it is necefTary that there 
fhould be another definition prior to this, of the many forms and efTential reafons which the foul 
contains. For fince, as we have before faid, the juft itfelf is in every foul, it is evident that there 
is fomething common in this multitude of the juft, whence every foul knowing the reafon of the 
juft contained in its eflence, knows in a fimilar manner that which is in all other fouls. But if 
it pofTefTes fomething common, it is this fomething common which we define, and this is the 
principle of demonftration, and not that univerfal in the many, which is material, and in a 

certain 
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feebly the fame with myfelf. That Socrates aufwered, You fpeak the truth. 
What then will you do with relped to philofophy ? Where will you turn 

yourfelf, 

certain refpect mortal, being coordinated with the many: for in demonftrations and definitions, 
it is requifite that the whole of what is partial fhould be comprehended in univerfal and definition. 
The definitions however of things common in particulars do not comprehend the whole of par
ticulars : for, can it be faid that Socrates is the whole of rational mortal animal, which is th« 
definition of man ? fince he contains many other particulars, which caufe him to poflefs ^ ia -
racteriftic peculiarities. But the reafon of man in the foul comprehends the whole of every 
individual: for it comprehends uniformly all the powers which are beheld about the particulars 
of the human fpecies. And, in a fimilar manner with refpect to animal: for, indeed, the uni
verfal in particulars is lefs than the particulars themfelves, and is lefs than fpecies $ fince it does 
not poflefs all differences in energy, but in capacity alone; whence alfo, it becomes as it were 
the matter of the fucceeding formal differences. But the reafon of man in our foul is better 
and more comprehenfive j for it comprehends all the differences of man unitedly, and not in 
capacity, like the univerfal in particulars, but in energy. If, therefore, definition is the principle 
of demonftration, it is requifite that it fhould be the definition of a thing of that kind which 
is entirely comprehenfive of that which is more partial. But of this kind are the forms in our 
foul, and not the forms which fubfift in particulars. Thefe, therefore, being fubverted, neither 
will it be poflible to define. Hence the definitive together with the demonstrative art will perifh, 
abandoning the conceptions of the human mind. The divifive art alfo, together with thefe, will 
be nothing but a name: for the whole employment of divifion is, to feparate the many from the 
one, and to diftribute things prefubfifting unitedly in the whole, into their proper differences, 
not adding the differences externally, but contemplating them as inherent in the genera them
felves, and as dividing the fpecies from each other. Where, therefore, will the work of this art 
be found, if we do not admit that there are effential forms in our foul ? For he who fuppofe* 
that this art is employed in things of pofterior origin, i. e. forms abftracted from fenGble6, perceives 
nothing of the power which it pofTeffes: for to divide things of pofterior origin, is the bufinefs 
of the divifive art, energizing according to opinions but to contemplate the effential differences 
of the reafons in the foul, is the employment of dianoetic and fcientific divifion, which alfo 
unfolds united powers, and perceives things more partial branching forth from fuch as are more 
total. By a much greater priority, therefore, to the definitive and demonftrative arts will the 
divifive be entirely vain, if the foul does not contain effential reafons: for definition is more 
venerable, and ranks more as a principle than demonftration, and again, divifion than definition: 
for the divifive gives to the definitive art its principles, but not vice verfa. The analytic art alfo, 
muft perifh together with thefe, if we do not admit the effential reafons of the foul. For the 
analytic is oppofed to the demon ftrative method, as refolving from things caufed to caufes, but 
to the definitive as proceeding from compofites to things more fimple, and to the divifive, as 
afcending from things more partial to fuch as are more.univerfal. So that thofe methods being 
deftroyed, this alfo will perifh. If, therefore, there are not forms or ideas, neither fhall we con
tain the reafons of things. And if we do not contain the reafons of things, neither will there 
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yourfelf, being ignorant of thefe ? Indeed I do not feem to myfelf to know 
at prefent. That Parmenides faid, Before you exercife 1 yourfelf in this 

affair, 
be the dialectic methods according to which we obtain a knowledge of things, nor (hall we know 
where to turn the dianoetic power of the foul. 

1 Socrates was alone deficient in fkill, whence Parmenides exhorts him to apply himfelf to dia
lectic, through which he would become much more fkilful, being exercifed in many things, and 
perjsciving the confequences of hypothefes ; and when he has accomplished this, Parmenides ad-
Vifes him to turn to the fpeculation of forms. For fuch particulars as are now dubious are very 
eafy of folution to thofe that are exercifed in dialectic. And this is the whole end of the words. 
This exercife, however, muft not be thought to be fuch as that which is called by logicians the 
epichirematic or argumentative method. For that looks to opinion, but this defpifes the opinion 
of.the multitude. Hence, to the many it appears to be nothing but words, and is on this ac
count denominated by them garrulity. The epichirematic method, indeed, delivers many argu
ments about one problem; but this exercife delivers the fame method to us about many and 
different problems; fo that the one is very different from the other. The latter, however, is more 
beautiful than the former, as it ufes more excellent methods, beginning from on high, in order 
to accomplish its proper work. For, as we have already obferved in the Introduction to this 
dialogue, it employs as its inftruments divifion and definition, analyfis and demonftration. If* 
therefore, we exercife ourfelves in this method, there is much hope that we fhall genuinely appre
hend the theory of ideas ; diftinctly evolving our confufed conceptions; diffolving apparent 
doubts; and demonftrating things of which we are now ignorant. But till we can effect this, 
we fhall not be able to give a fcientific definition of every form. 

Should it, however, be inquired whether it is poflible to define forms or not, fuch as the beau
tiful itfelf, or the juft itfelf; for forms, as Plato fays in his Epiftles, are only to be apprehended 
by the fimple vifion of intelligence; to this we reply, that the beautiful itfelf, the juft itfelf, and 
the good itfelf, confidered as ideas, are not only in intellect, but alfo in fouls, and in fenfible 
natures. And of thefe, fome are definable, and others not. This being the cafe, intellectual 
forms, though they may be in many and partial natures, cannot be defined on account of their 
fimplicity, and becaufe they are apprehended by intelligence, and not through compofition ; and 
likewife, becaufe whatever is defined ought to participate of fomething common, which is, as it 
were, a fubject, and is different from itfetf. But in divine forms there is nothing of this kiud : 
for being, as Timieus fays, does not proceed into any thing elfe, but though it makes a certain 
progreflion from itfelf, yet after a manner it is the fame with its immediate progeny, being only 
unfolded into a fecond order. Forms, however, belonging to foul, and fubfifting in fenfibles, can be 
defined ; and, in fhort, fuch things as are produced according to a paradigmatic caufe, and fuch 
as are faid to participate of forms. Hence, dialectic fpeculates the firft forms by fimple intuitions i 
but when it defines, or divides, it looks to the images of thefe. If, therefore, fuch a fcience is 
the pureft part of intellect and prudence, it is evident that it employs pure intellections, through 
which it apprehends intelligibles, and multiform methods by which it binds the fpectacles derived 

from 
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affair, O Socrates, you ihould endeavour to define what the beautiful, the 
juft, and the good are, and each of the other fo rms : for I before perceived the 
neceflity of your accomplifhing this, when I heard you difcourfing wi th 
Ariftotle. Indeed that ardour of yours, by which you are impelled to depu
ta t ion, is both beautiful 1 and divine ; but collecl: yourfelf together , and 

while 

from intelligibles, and which fubfift in fecondary orders: and thus it appears that the affertions 
of Plato are true. 

But it is by no means wonderful if we alfo define certain other particulars of which there are 
no ideas, fuch as things artificial, parts, and things evil. For there are in us reafons of wholes 
which are according to nature, and alfo of things good; and in confequence of this, we know 
fuch things as give completion to wholes, fuch as imitate nature, and fuch as have merely a 
fhadowy fubfiftence. For fuch as is each of thefe, fuch alfo is it known and defined by us; and 
we difcourfe about them from the definitely ftable reafons which we contain. 

1 Some, fays Proclus, are neither impelled to, nor are aftonifhed about, the fpeculation of 
beings: others again have obtained perfection according to knowledge : and others are impelled, 
indeed, but require perfection, logical flull, and exercife, in order to the. attainment of the end. 
Among the laft of thefe is Socrates ; whence Parmenides, indeed, receives his impulfe, and calls 
it divine, as being philofophic. For, to defpife things apparent, and to contemplate an incorpo
real effence, is philofophic and divine ; fince every thing divine is of this kind, feparate from 
fenfibles, and fubfifting in immaterial intellections. But Parmenides alfo calls the impulfe of 
Socrates beautiful, as leading to that which is truly beautiful, (which does not confift in practical 
affairs, as the Stoics afterwards conceived it did, but in intellectual energies,) and as adapted to 
true love. For the amatory form of life efpecially adheres to beauty. Very properly, therefore, 
does Parmenides admit the impulfe of Socrates as divine and beautiful, as leading to intellect and 
the one. As divine, indeed, it vindicates to itfelf the one, but as beautiful, intelletl, in which the 
beautiful firft fubfifts; and as purifying the eye of the foul, and exciting its moft divine part. 
But he extends the road through dialectic as ineprehenfible and moft expedient j being connate, 
indeed, with things, but employing many powers for the apprehenfion of truth ; imitating intel
lect, from which alfo it receives its principles, but beautifully extending through well-ordered 
gradations to true being, and giving refpite to the wandering about fenfibles ; and laftly, ex
ploring every thing by methods which cannot be confuted, till it arrives at the occult refidence of 
the one and the good. 

But when Parmenides fays, " if you do not truth will elude your purfuit," he manifefts the 
danger which threatens us from rafh and difordered impulfe to things inacceflible to the unex-
ercifed, and this is no other than falling from the whole of truth. For an orderly progreflion is 
that which makes our afcent fecure and irreprehenfible. Hence, Proclus adds, the Chaldzean 
oracle fays, " that Divinity is never fo much turned from man, and never fo much fends us novel 
paths, as when we make our afcent to the moft divine of fpeculations or works in a confufed and 
difordered manner, and, as it adds, with unbathed feet, and with unhallowed lips. For, of thofe 
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while ydu are young more and more exercife yourfelf in that fcience, which 
appears ufelefs to the many, and is called by them empty loquacity ; for if 
you do not, the truth will elude your purfuit. 

That Socrates then faid, What method of exercife f is this, O Parme-* 
nides? And that Parmenides replied, It is that which you have heard Zeno 
employing: but befidcs this, while you ŵ s fpeaking with Zeno, I admired 
your aflerting that you not only fuffered yourfelf to contemplate the wander
ing* which fubfifts about the objects of fight, but likewife that which takes 

place 

that are thus negligent, the progreflions are imperfect, the impulfes are vain, and the paths are 
blind." Being perfuaded, therefore, both by PJato and the oracles, we (hould always afcend 
through things more proximate to us to fuch as are more excellent, and from things more fubor-
dinate, through mediums, to fuch as are more elevated. 

* If again, fays Proclus, Parmenides calls this dialectic an exercife (yufi»ouna)y not being argu
mentative, we ought not to wonder. For every logical difcurfus, and the evolution itfelf of the
orems, confidered with reference to an intellectual life, is an exercife. For as we call endurance 
an exercife, with reference to fortitude, and continence, with refpect to temperance, fo every 
logical theory may be called an exercife with reference to intellectual knowledge. The fcientific 
difcurfus, therefore, of the dianoetic power, which is the bufiaefs of dialectic, is a dianoetic ex* 
ercife preparatory to the moft fimple intellection of the foul. 

a Again, in thefe words- Parmenides evinces his admiration of the aftonifhment of Socrates 
about intelligibles and immaterial forms: for he fays that he admires his transferring the dialectic 
power from fenfibles to intelligibles j and he alfo adds the caufe of this. For things which are 
efpecially apprehended by reafon, or the fummit of the dianoetic part (for fuch is the meaning 
of reafon in this place), a T e intelligibles; fince Timaus alfo fays that the reafon about fenfibles 
is not firm and (table, but conjectural, but that the reafon which is employed about intelligibles 
is immovable and cannot be confuted. For fenfibles are not accurately that which they are faid 
to be ; but intelligibles having a proper fubfiftence, are moreable to be known. But, after an
other manner, it may be faid that intelligible forms are efpecially known by reafon, and this by 
beginning from the gnoftic powers. For fenfe has no knowledge whatever of thefe forms j the 
phantafy receives figured images of them ; opinion logically apprehends them, and without figure, 
but at the fame time poflefies the various, and is, in (hort, naturally adapted alone to know that% 

and not w h y , they are. Hence, the fummit of our dianoetic part is the only fufficient fpeculator 
of forms : and hence Tiraseus-fays that true being is*apprehended by intelligence in conjunction 
with reafon. So that forms, properly fo called, are juftly faid to be efpecially apprehended by 
reafon. For all fenfible things are partial; fince every body is partial: for no body i3 capable 
of being all things, nor of fubfifting impartibly, in a multitude of particulars. Phyfical forms 
verge to bodies, and are divided about them; and the forms belonging to the foul participate of 
variety, and fall fhort of the fimplicity of intellectual forms. Hence, fuch forms as are called 
intellectual and intelligible, and are moft remote from matter are efpecially to be apprehended by 
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place in fuch things as are efpecially apprehended by reafon, and which fome 
one may confider as having a real fubfiftence. For it appears to me (faid 
Socrates), that after this manner it may without difficulty be proved, that 
there are both fimilars and diffimilars, or any thing elfe which it is the pro
vince of beings to fuffer. That Parmenides replied, You fpeak well: but 
it is necefTary that, befides this, you mould not only confider if each of the 
things fujipofed is what will be the confequences from the hypothefis, but 

likewife 
reafon. The dialectic wandering, therefore, is necefTary to the furvey of thefe forms, exercifing 
and fitting us, like the preparatory part of the myfteries, for the vifion of thefe fplendid beings. 
Nor muft we by this wandering underftand, as we have before obferved, a merely logical dif-
curfus about matters of opinion, but the whole of dialectic, which Plato in the Republic calls 
the defenfive inclofure of difciplines, and which, in the evolutions of arguments, exercifes us to 
the more accurate intellection of immaterial and feparate natures. 

Nor muft we wonder, Cays Proclus, that Plato calls fcientific theory wandering: for.it is fo 
denominated with reference to pure intelligence, and the fimple apprehenGon of intelligible*. 
And what wonder is it, fays he, if Plato calls a progreflion of this kind wandering, fince fome of 
thofe pofterior to him have not refufed to denominate the variety of intellections in intellect a 
wandering ; for though the intelligence in intellect is immutable, yet it is at the fame time one and 
multiplied, through the multitude of intelligibles. And why is it requifite to fpeak concerning 
intellect, fince thofe who energize in the higheft perfection from a divine afflatus, are accuftomed 
to (L eak of the wanderings of the Gods themfelves, not only of thofe in the heavens, but alfo of 
thofe that are denominated intellectual; obfcurely fignifying by this their progreflion, their being 
prefent to all fecondary natures, and their prolific providence as far as to the laft of things. For 
they fay that every thing which proceeds into multitude wanders; but that the inerratic alone 
fubfifts in the ftable and uniform. Wandering, indeed, appears to fignify four things, either a 
multitude of energies, though they may all fubfift together, or a tranfitive multitude, like the.in
tellections of the foul, or a multitude proceeding from oppofites to oppofites, or a multitude of 
difordered motions. The dialectic exercife is called a wandering according to the third of thefe, 
in confequence of proceeding through oppofite hypothefes. So that if there is any thing whicji 
energizes according to one immutable energy, this is truly inerratic. 

1 It appears to me, fays Proclus, to be well faid by the antients that Plato has, given perfection 
in this dialogue to the writings both of Zeno and Parmenides, producing the dialectic exercife 
of the former to both oppofites, and elevating the theory of the latter to true being. We fhall 
find, therefore, the perfection of the writings of Parmenides in the following part of this dia
logue, which contains nine hypothefes concerning the one; but we may perceive the perfection of 
Zeno's writings in what is now faid. In addition, therefore, to what we have already delivered re-
fpeaing the dialcaic of Zeno in the preceding Introduction, we fhall fubjoin from Proclus the 
following obfervations. The difcourfe of Zeno having fuppofed the multitude of forms feparate 
from the one, collects the abfurdities which follow fr(Am> tlus hypotbefis, and this by conjidering 

what 
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Jikewife what will refult from fuppofing that it is not, if you wlfh to be more 
exercifed in this affair. How do you mean 1 (faid Socrates) ? As if (faid 

Parmenides) 

what follows, and what follows and does not follow; for he collects that they are fimilar and not 
fimilar; and proceeds in a fimilar manner refpecting the one and the many, motion and perma
nency. Parmenides, however, thinks it fit that in dialectic invefligations it fhould not only 
be fuppofed if the one is, but alfo if it is not, and to fpeculate what will happen from this hypo
thefis j as, for inftance, not only if fimilitude is, but alfo if it is not, what will happen, either as 
confequent, or as not confequent, or as confequent and at the fame time not confequent. But 
his reafon for making fuch an addition is this : if we only fuppofe that a thing is, and difcover 
what will be the confequence of the hypothefis, we (hall not entirely difcover that of which the 
thing fuppofed is efTentially the caufe ; but if we can demonflrate in addition to this, that if it is 
not, this very fame thing will no longer follow which was the confequence of its being fuppofed 
to have a fubfiftence, then it becomes evident to us that if the one is, the other is alfo. 

> Some 
1 Socrates not being able to apprehend the whole method fynoptically delivered, through what 

has been previoufly faid, requefts Parmenides to unfold it more clearly. Parmenides accordingly 
again gives a fpecimen of this method logically and fynoptically : comprehending in eight the 
four and twenty modes which we have already mentioned in the Introduction to this dialogue. 
For, he afiumes, if it happens, and if it follows and does not follow, and both thefe conjoined; 
fo that again we may thus be able to triple the eight modes. But let us concifely confider, with 
Proclus, thefe eight modes in the hypothefis of Zeno :—If, then, the many have a fubfiftence, there 
will (imply happen to the many with refpect to themfelves to be feparated, not to be principles, 
to fubfift diflimilarly. But to the many with refpect to the one there will happen, to be compre
hended by the one, to be generated by it, and to participate of fimilitude and union from it. T o 
the one there witl happen, to have dominion over the many, to be participated by them, to fubfift 
prior to them j and this with refpect to the many. But to the one with refpect to itfelf there will 
happen the impartible, the unmultiplied, that which is better than being, and life, and knowledge, 
and every thing of this kind. 

Again, if the many is not, there will happen to the many with refpect to themfelves the 
unfeparated and the undivided from each other: but to the many with refpect to the one, a fub
fiftence unprocecding from the one, a privation of difference with refpect to the one. To the 
one with refpect to itfelf there will happen the pofleflion of nothing efficacious and perfect in its 
own nature \ for if it pofiefled any thing of this kind it would generate the many. T o the one 
with refpedb to the many, not to be the leader of multitude, and not to operate any thing in the 
many. 

Hence, we may conclude, that the one is every where that which makes multitude to be one thing, 
is the caufe of, and has dominion over, multitude. And here you may fee that the tranfition is 
from the object of inveftigation to its caufe for fuch is the one. It is requifite, therefore, that 
always after many difcuflions and hypothefes there (hould be a certain fummary deduction, (*epa-
Ktiovpevov.) For thus Plato, through all the intellectual conceptions, (hows that the one gives fub-
frftence to all things, and to the unities in beings, which we fay is the end of the dialogue. 
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Parmenides) you mould wifh to exercife yourfelf ii. this hypothefis of Zeno, 
if there are many things, what ought to happen both to the many with refer
ence to themfelves, and to the one; and to the one with refpect to itfelf, and 
to the many: and again, if many are not, to confider what will happen both 
to the one and to the many, as well to themfelves as to each other. And, 
again, if he mould fuppofe if fimilitude 1 is, or if it is not, what will happen 

from 
Some one, however, may probably incpjire how it is poflible for any thing to-happen to that 

which is not. And how can that be the recipient of any thing which has no fubfiftence what
ever ? T o this we reply, that mn being, as we learn in the Sophifta,, is either that which in no 
refpect has a fubfiftence (TO /*n$xpit ^n3«/*«5 cv), or it is privation, for by itfelf it is not, but has 
an accidental being; or it is matter, for this is not, as being forrolefs, and naturally indefinite; 
or it is every thing material, as that which has an apparent being, but properly is not; or, further 
ftill, it is every thing fenfible, for this is continually converfant with generation and corruption, 
but never truly is. Prior to thefe, alfo, there is non-being in fouls, according to which they are 
likewife faid to be the firft of generated natures, and not to belong to thofe true beings which 
rank in intelligibles. And prior to fouls, there is the non-being in intelligibles themfelves, and 
this is the firft difference of beings, as we are taught by the Sophifta, and which as we there learn 
is not lefs than being itfelf. Laftly, beyond all thefe is the non-being of that which is prior to 
being, which is the caufe of all beings, and is exempt from the multitude which they contain. 
If, therefore, non-being may be predicated in fo many ways, it is evident that what has not in 
any refpect being, can never become the fubject of hypothefis: for it is not poflible to fpeak of 
tliis, nor to have any knowledge of it, as the Eleatean gueft in the Sophifta (hows, confirming 
the affertion of Parmenides concerning it. But when we fay that the many is not, or that the one 
is not, or that foul is not, we fo make the negation, as that each of thefe is fomething elfe, but 
is not that particular thing, the being of which we deny. And thus the hypothefis does not lead 
to that which in no refpect has a fubfiftence, but to that which partly is, and partly is not: for, 
in fhort, negations are the progeny of intellectual difference. Hence, a thing is not a horfe, be
caufe it is another thing ; and, through this, it is not man, becaufe it is fomething elfe. And Plato 
in the Sophifta on this account fays, that when we fay non-being, wc only affert an ablation of 
being, but not the contrary to being, meaning by contrary, that which is moft diftant from being, 
and which perfectly falls from it. So that when we fay a thing is not, we do not introduce that 
which in no refpect has a being, nor when we make non-being the fubject of hypothefis do we 
fuppofe that which is in no refpect is, but we fignify as much of non-being as is capable of being 
known and exprefled by words.—For an account of the Eleatic method of reafoning which Plato 
here delivers, fee the Introduction to this dialogue. 

1 If fimilitude is, fays Proclus, there will* happen to itfelf with refpect to itfelf, the monadic, 
the perpetual, the prolific, and the primary. But, with refpect to fenfibles, the aflimilation of 
them to intelligibles, the not fuffering them to fall into the place of diflimilitude, and the con. 
junction of parts with their wholencffes. T o fenfibles with refpeft to themfelves there will hap-

5 pen. 
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from each hypothefis, both to the things fuppofed and to others* and to 
themfelves and to each other; and the fame method of proceeding muft 
take place concerning the diffimilar, motion 1 and permanency, genera* 

tion 

pen, a communion with each other, a participation of, and a rejoicing in, each other. For fimi-
lars rejoice-in, are copaffive, and are mingled with fimilars. But with refpect to fimilitude there 
will happen a participation of it, an afiimilation with, and union according to, it. 

But if fimilitude is not, there will happen to itfelf according to itfelf the uneflential, the neither 
polTefling prolific power, nor a primary elTence. But with refpect to others not to have dominion 
over them, not to make them fimilar to themfelves according to form, but rather in conjunction 
with itfelf to take away the fimilar which is in them ; for the principle of fimilars not having a 
fubfiftence, neither will thefe be fimilar. But to fenfibles with refpect to themfelves there will 
happen the immovable, the unmingled, the unfympathetic. But with refpect to it, neither to be 
fafhioned by form according to it, nor to be connected by it. 

In like manner we fay with refpect to .the diffimilar. For if diflimilitude is, there will happen 
to itfelf with refpect to itfelf to be a form pure, immaterial and uniform, poflefling multitude to
gether with unity; but with refpect to other things, I mean fenfibles, a caufe of the definite cir* 
cumfcription and divifion in each. T o other things with refpect to themfelves there will happen, 
that each will preferve its proper idiom and form without confufion; but with refpect to it, to be 
fufpended from it, and to be adorned both according to wholes and parts by it. But if diflimili
tude is not, it will neither be a pure and immaterial form, nor, in fhort, one and not one, nor will 
it poflefs, with refpect to other things, a caufe of the feparate eflence of each ; and other things 
will poflefs an all-various Cfnfufion in themfelves, and will not be the participants of one power 
which gives feparation to wholes. 

From thefe things, therefore, we collect that fimilitude is the caufe of communion, fympathy, 
and commixture to fenfibles; but diflimilitude of feparation, production according to form, and 
unconfufed purity of powers in themfelves. For thefe things follow the pofitions of fimilitude 
and diflimilitude, but the contraries of thefe from their being taken away. 

1 If motion is, there will happen to itfelf with refpect to itfelf the eternal, and the poiTcflion of 
infinite power; but to itfelf, with refpect to things which are here, to be motive of them, the 
vivific, the caufe of progreflion, and of various energies. But to thefe things with refpect to 
themfelves there will happen, the energetic, the vivific, the mutable; for every thing material 
panes from a fubfiftence in capacity, to a fubfiftence in energy. T o other things with refpect 
to motion there will happen, to be perfected by it, to partake of its power, to be afllmilated 
through it to things eternally ftable. For things which are incapable of obtaining good ftably, 
participate of it through motion. 

But if motion is not, it will be inefficacious, fluggifh, and without power; it will not be a 
caufe of things which are here ; will be void of motive powers, and a producing efiencc. And 
things which are here will be uncoordinated, indefinite and imperfect, firft motion not having 
a fubfiftence. 

In like manner with refpect to permanency, if it is, there will happen to itfelf with reference 
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tion 1 and corruption, being and non-being: and, in one word, concerning 
every 

to itfelf, the liable, the eternal, and the uniform. But to other things with refpect to them
felves, that each will abide in its proper boundaries, and will be firmly eltabliflied in the fame 
places or meafures. To other things with refpect to it there will happen, to be every way 
bounded and fubdued by it, and to partake of (lability in being. But if it is not, there will 
happen to itfelf with refpect to itfelf, the inefficacious, and the unliable. To itfelf with refer
ence to other things, not to afford them the liable, the fecure, and the firm ; but to other things 
with refpect to themfelves the much wandering, the uneftablifhed, the imperfect, and the being 
deprived of habitation •, and to other things with refpect to it, neither to be fubfervient to its 
meafures, nor to partake of being according to it, but to be borne along in a perfectly difordered 
manner, that which connects and eftablifhes them, not having a fubfiftence. Motion itfelf, 
therefore, is the fupplier of efficacious power, and multiform life and energy; but permanency, 
of firmnefs and (lability, and an eftablifhment in proper boundaries. 

1 Let us now confider, fays Proclus, prior to thefe, whence generation and corruption origi
nate, and if the caufes of thefe are to be placed in ideas. Or is not this indeed neceffary, not 
only becaufe thefe rank among things perpetual (for neither is it poflible for generation not to be, 
nor for corruption to be entirely diflblved, but it is neceffary that thefe fhould confubfift with 
each other in the univerfe, fo far as it is perpetual) but this is alfo requifite, becaufe generation 
participates of eflence and being, but corruption of non-being. For every thing fo far as it is 
generated is referred to eflence, and partakes of being, but fo far as it is corrupted, it is referred 
to non-being, and a mutation of the is to another form. For through this it is corrupted from 
one thing into another, becaufe non-being prefubfifts which gives divifion to forms. And as in 
intelligibles, non-being is not lefs than being, as is afferted by the Eleatean gueft, fo here cor
ruption is not lefs than generation, nor does it lefs contribute to the perfection of the univerfe. 
And as there, that which participates of being enjoys alfo non-being, and non-being partakes of 
being, fo here that which is in generation, or in paffing into being, is alfo the recipient of corrup
tion, and that which is corrupting, of generation. Being, therefore, and non-being, are the caufes 
of generation and corruption. 

But it is requifite to exercife ourfelves after the fame manner with refpect to thefe. In the 
firft place, then, if generation is, it is in itfelf imperfect, and is the caufe to others of an aflimi-
lation to eflence. But there will happen to other things with refpect to themfelves, a mutation 
from each other i and to other things with refpect to generation, there will happen a perpetual 
participation of it, in confequence of its fubfifting in them. But if generation is not, it will be 
itfelf, not the object of opinion ; and with refpect to other things it will not be the form of .any 
thing, nor the caufe of order and perfection to any thing; but other things will be unbegotten 
and impaflive, and will have no communion with it, nor participate through it of being. 

In like manner with refpect to corruption : If corruption is, there will happen to itfelf with 
refpect to itfelf, the never failing, infinite power, and a fullnefs of non-being; but to itfelf with 
refpect to other things, the giving meafure to being, and the caufe of perpetual generation. ±Jut 
to other things with refpect to themfelves, there will happen a flowing into each other, and an 
inability of connecting themfelves. And to other things with refpect to corruption there will 

VOL . in. o happea 
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every thing which is fuppofed either to be 1 or nor to be, or influenced in 
any manner by any other padTon, it is necefTary to confider the confe-

quences 
happen, to be perpetually changed by it, to have non-being conjoined with being, and to parti
cipate of corruption totally. But if corruption is not, there will happen to itfelf with refpect to-
itfelf, that it will not be fubvertive of itfelf; for not having a fubfiftence, it will fubvert i t f e l f with 
refpe£t to other things. T o itfelf, with reference to other things there will happen, that it will 
not diflipate them, nor change them into each other, nor dilacerate being and elTence. To other 
things with refpect to themfelves there will happen, the not being changed into each other, the* 
not being paflive to each other, and that each will p T e f e r v e the fame order. But to other things^ 
with refpect to it there will happen, the not being paflive to it. The peculiarity, therefore, of 
generation is to move to being, but of corruption to lead from being. For this we infer from 
the preceding hypothefes, fince it has appeared to us that admitting their exiftence, they are the 
caufes of being and non-being to other things; and that being fubverted they introduce a' 
privation of motion and mutation. 

' We engage, fays Proclus, in the inveftigation of things in a twofold refpect, contemplating 
at one time if a thing is or is not, and at another time, if this particular thing is prefent with it, 
or is not prefent, as in the inquiry if the foul is immortal. For here we muft not only confider 
all that happens to the thing fuppofed, w i t h refpect to itfelf and other things, and to other things-
with refpect to the thing fuppofed, but a l f o w h a t happens with reference to fubfiftence and non-
fubfiftence. Thus, for i n f t a n c e , if t h e f o u l is immortal, its virtue will have a connate life, fufn-
cient to felicity, and t h i s w i l l happen to itfelf with refpect to itfelf. But to itfelf with refpect 
to other things there will happen, to ufe them as inftruments, to provide for them fcparatelyr 

to impart life to them. In the fecond place, to other things with refpect to themfelves there 
will happen, that things living and dead will be generated from each other, the pofleflion of an 
adventitious immortality, the circle of generation ; but to other things with refpect to it, to be 
adorned by it, to participate of a certain felf-motion, and to be fufpended from it, in living. 

But if the foul i s not immortal, i t w i l l not be felf-motive, it will not be intellectual eflcntiallyy. 
it will not be felf-vital; nor w i l l its difciplines be reminifcences. It w i l l be corrupted by i t s own* 
proper evil, and will not have a knowledge of true beings. And t h e f e things will happen to* 
itfelf with refpect to itfelf. But to itfelf w i t h refpect to others t h e r e will happen, to be mingled 
with bodies and material natures, to have no dominion over itfelf, to be incapable of leading, 
others as it pleafes, to be fubfervient to the temperament of bodies ; a n d all i t s life will be cor
poreal, and converfant w i t h generation. To other things with refpect to themfelves t h e r e will 
happen, fuch a habit as that which confifts from cntelecheia and body. For there will alone be 
animals compofed from an indefinite life and bodies. But to other things with refpect to it 
there will happen, to be the leaders of it, to change it together with their own motions, and to-
poflefs it in themfelves, and not externally governing them x and to live in conjunction with and 
not^/rom it. You fee, therefore, that after this manner we difcover by the dialectic art the 
mode, not only how we may be able to fuppofe if a thing is and is not, but any other paflion 
which it may fuffer, fuch as the being immortal or not immortal. 

4 Since, 
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quenees both to itfelf and to each individual of other things, which you 
may felecl for this purpofe, and towards many, and towards all things in a 
fimilar manner; and again, how other things are related to themfelves, and 
to another which you eflablifh, whether you confider that which is the 

fubjea 

Since, however we may confider the relation of one thing to another varioufly; for we may 
either confider it with reference to one thing ô nly, as for inftance, how fimilitude, if it is fuppofed 
to be, fubfifts with refpect to diffimilitude ; or, we may confider it with refpect to more than 
one thing, as for inftance, how effence, if fuppofed to be, is with reference to permanency and 
motion; or with refpect to all things, as, if the one is, how it fubfifts with reference to alt 
things,—this being the cafe, Plato does not omit this, but adds, That it is requifite to confider 
the confequences with refpect to one thing only, which you may felect for this purpofe, and 
towards many, and towards all things in a fimilar manner. 

It is neceffary indeed that this one, or thofe many fhould be allied to the thing propofed, for 
inftance, as the fimilar to the diffimilar: for thefe are coordinate to each other. And motioii 
and reft to effence : for thefe are contained in and fubfift about it. But if the difference with' 
refpect to another thing, is with refpect to one thing, to many things, and to all things, and we 
fay there are twenty four mode?, afluming in one way only a fubfiftence with reference to 
another, this is not wonderful. For difference with refpect to another thing pertains to matter; 
but we propofe to deliver the form of the dialectic method, and the formal but not the material 
differences which it contains. 

Obferve, too, that Plato adds, that the end of this exercife is the perception of truth. We 
muft not, therefore, confider him as fimply fpeaking of fcientific truth, but of that which is in
telligible, or which in other words, fubfifts according to a fupereffential characteriftic: for the 
whole of our life is an exercife to the vifion of this, and the wandering through dialectic haftens 
to that as its port. Hence Plato in a wonderful manner ufes the word diotyo-Qau to look through : 
for fouls obtain the vifion of intelligibles through many mediums. 

But again, that the method may become perfpicuous to us from another example, let us invefti
gate the four-and-twenty modes in providence. If then providence is, there will follow to itfelf 
with refpect to itfelf, the beneficent, the infinitely powerful, the efficacious ; but there will not 
follow, the fubverfion of itfelf, the privation of counfel, the unwilling. That which follows and 
does not follow is, that it is one and not one. There will follow to itfelf with refpect to other 
things, to govern them, to preferve every thing, to poffefs the beginning and the end of all things, 
and to bound the whole of fenfibles. That which does not follow is, to injure the objects of 
its providential care, to fupply that which is contrary to expectation, to be the caufe of diforder. 
There will follow and not follow, the being prefent to all things, and an exemption from 
them ; the knowing and not knowing them : for it knows them in a different manner, and 
not with powers coordinate to the things known. There will follow to other things with 
refpect to themfelves, to fuffer nothing cafually from each other, and that nothing will be 
injured by any thing. There will not follow, that any thing pertaining to them will be from 

o 2 fortune, 
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fubjecl: of your hypothefis as having a fubfiftence or as not fubfifting; if, 
being perfectly exercifed, you defign through proper media to perceive the 
truth. 

That Socrates then faid, You fpeak, O Parmenides, of an employment 
which it is impomble to accomplifh, nor do I very much underftand what 
you mean ; but why do you not eftahlifti a certain hypothefis yourfelf, and 
enter on its difcuflion, that I may be the better inftru&ed in this affair? 

fortune, and the being uncoordinated with each other. There will follow and not follow, that 
all things are good; for this will partly pertain to them and partly not. To other things 
with refpect to it there will follow, to be fufpended from it, on all fides to be guarded and 
benefited by it. There will not follow, an oppolition to it, and the poflibility of efcaping it. 
For there is nothing fo fmall that it can be concealed from it, nor fo elevated that it cannot be 
Vanquilhed by it. There will follow and not follow, that every thing will participate of pro
vidence : for in one refpect they partake pf it, and in another not of it, but of the goods which 
are imparted to every thing from it. 

But let providence not have a fubfiftence, again there will follow to itfelf with refpect to 
itfelf, the imperfect, the unprolific, the inefficacious, a fubfiftence for itfelf alone. There will 
not follow, the unenvying, the tranfeendently full, the fufficient, the afllduous. There will 
follow and not follow, the unfolicitous, and the undifturbed; for in one refpect thefe will be 
prefent with that which does not providentially energize, and in another refpect will not, in con
fequence of fecondary natures not being governed by it. But it is evident that there will follow 
to itfelf with refpect to other things, the unmingled, the privation of communion with all things* 
the not knowing any thing. There will not follow, the aflGmilating other things to itfelf, and 
the imparting to all things the good that is fit. There will follow and not follow, the being de-
firable to other things: for this in a certain refpect is poflible and not poflible. For, if it fhould 
be faid, that through a tranfeendency exempt from all things, it does not providentially energize* 
nothing hinders but that it may be an object of defire to all fecondary natures; but yet, confi-
dered as deprived of this power, it will not be defirable. T o other things with refpect to them
felves there will follow, the unadornedj the cafual, the indefinite in paflivity,. the reception of 
many things adventitious in their natures, the being carried in a confufed and difordered man
ner. There will not follow,, an allotment with refpect to one tiling, a diftribution according to-
merit, and a fubfiftence according to intellect. There will follow and not follow, the being good :: 
for, fo far as they are beings^they muft neceflarily be good :. and yet, providence not having a fub
fiftence, it cannot be faid whence they poflefs good. But to other things with refpect to providence 
there will follow, the not being paflive to it, and the being uncoordinated with refpect to it. 
There will not follow, the being meafured and bounded by it. There will follow and not fol
low, the being ignorant of it : for it is neceflary they fhould know that it is not, if it is not. And 
it is alfo neceflary that they fhould not know, it;. for there is nothing common to them with re
fpect to providence. 

T h a t 
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That Parmenides replied, You aflign, O Socrates, a mighty labour 1 to a 
man fo old as myfelf! Will you, then, O Zeno ((aid .Socrates), difcufs 

fomething 
1 By this Plato indicates that the enfuing difcourfe contains much truth, as Proclus well ob-

fervcs: and if you confider it with relation to the foul, you may fay that it is not proper for one 
who is able to perceive intellectually divine natures, to energize through the garrulous phantafy 
and body, but fuch a one mould abide in his elevated place of furvey, and in his peculiar man
ners. It is laborious, therefore, for him who lhes intellectually to energize logically and imagina
tively, and for him who is converted to himfelf, to direct his attention to another; and to fimpli-
city of knowledge the variety of reafons is arduous. It is alfo laborious to an old man to fwim 
through fuch a fea of arguments. The affertion alfo has much truth, if the fubjects themfelves are 
confidered. For frequently univerfal canons are eafily apprehended, but no fmall difficulty pre-
fents itfelf to thofe that endeavour to ufe them ; as is evident in the lemmas of geometry, which 
are founded on univerfal affertions. Proclus adds, that the difficulty of this dialectic method in 
the ufe of it is evident, from no one after Plato having profeffedly written upon it; and on this 
account, fays he, we have endeavoured to illuftrate it by fo many examples. 

For the fake of the truly philofophic reader, therefore, I fhall fubjoin the following fpecimen 
of the dialectic method in addition to what has been already delivered on the fubject. The im
portance of fuch illuftrations, and the difficulty with which the compofition of them is attended,-
will, 1 doubt not, be a fufficient apology for its appearing in this place. It is extracted, as well-
as the preceding, from the admirable MS. commentary of Proclus on this dialogue. 

Let it then be propofed to confider the confequences of admitting or denying the perpetual ex
igence of foul. 

If then foul always is, the confequences to itfelf, with refpecl to itfelf are, the felf-motive, the 
felf-vital, and the felf-fubfiftent r but the things which Jo not folow to itfelf with refpecl to itfelf% 

are, the deflructionof itfelf, the being perfectly ignorant, and knowing nothing of itfelf. The 
confequences which follow and do not follow are the indivifible and the divifible", (for in a cer
tain refpect it is divifible, and in a certain refpect indivifible), perpetuity and non-perpetuity of 
being; for fo far as it communicates with intellect, it is eternal, but fo far as it verges to a cor
poreal nature, it is mutable. 

Again, if foul is, the confequences to itfelf with refpecl to other things, \. e. bodies, are commu
nication of motion, the connecting of bodies, as long as it is prefent with them, together with 
dominion over bodies, according to nature. That which does not follow, is to move externally ; for 
k is the property of animated natures to be moved inwardly; and to be the caufe of reft and im
mutability to bodies. The confequences which follow and do not follow, are, to be prefent to bodies, 
and yet to be prefent feparate from them ; for foul is prefent to them, by its providential energies, 
but is exempt from.them by its effence, becaufe this is incorporeal. And this is the firft hexad. 

The fecond hexad is as follows: iffoul is, the confequence to other things, i. e. bodies with refpecl' 
to themfelves, is fympathy ; for, according to a vivific caufe, bodies fympathize with each other.. 

* For foul, according to Plato, fubfifts between intellect and a corporeal nature; the foiracr of which is 
perfectly indivifible, and the latter perfectly divifible. 

But 



103 T H E P A R M E N I D E S . 

fornething for us ? And then Pythodorus related that Zeno, laughing, faid 
We muft requefl: Parmenides, O Socrates, to engage in this undertaking; 

for, 
But that which does not follow, is the non-fenfitive ; for, in confequence of there being fuch a thing 
as foul, all things mud neceflarily be fenfitive: fome things peculiarly fo, and others as parts of 
<he whole. The confeqttences which follow and do not follow to bodies with refpetl to themfelves are, that 
in a certain refpect they move themfelves, through being animated, and in a certain refpect do 
not m o v e themfelves: for there are many modes of felf-motion. 

Again, if foul is, the confequences to bodies with refpetl to foul are, to be moved internally and vi
vified by foul, to be preferved and connected through it, and to be entirely fufpended frem it. 
The confequences which do not follow are, to be diflipated by foul, and to be filled from it with a 
privation of life ; for bodies receive from foul life a n d connection. The confequences which follow 
and do not follow are, that bodies participate, a n d do n o t participate of foul; for fo f a r as foul is 
prefent with bodies, fo far they may be faid to participate of foul; b u t fo far as it is feparate from 
them, fo far they do not participate of foul. And this forms the fecond hexad. 

The third hexad is as follows : if foul is not, the confequences to itfelf with refpetl to itfelf are, 
•he non-vital, the uneiTential, a n d the non-intellectual ; f o r , not having any fubfiftence, it has 
neither eflence, nor life, nor intellect. The confequences which do not follow are, the ability to pre* 
ferve itfelf, to give fubfiftence to, and be motive of, itfelf, with every thing elfe of this kind. 
The confequences which follow and do not follow are, the unknown and the irrational. For not hav
ing a fubfiftence, it is in a certain refpect unknown a n d irrational with refpect to itfelf, as neither 
reafoning nor having a n y knowledge of itfelf; b u t in another refpect, it is neither irrational nor 
unknown, if it is confidered as a certain nature, which is not rational, nor endued with know
ledge. 

Again, if foul is not, the confequences which follow to itfelf with refpetl to bodies are, to be u n p T o -

lific of them, to be unmingled with, and to employ no providential energies about, them. The 
confequences which do not follow are, to move, vivify, a n d connect bodies. The confequences which 
follow and do not follow are, that it is different from bodies, and t h a t it does not communicate 
with them. For this in a certain refpect is true, a n d not true; if t h a t which is not foul is c o n f i 

dered as having indeed a being, b u t unconnected with foul: for thus it is different from bodies, 
fince thefe are perpetually connected with foul. And again, it is not different from bodies, fo 
far as it has no fubfiftence, and is not. And this forms the third hexad. 

In the fourth place, then, if foul is not, the confequences ta bodies with refpetl to themfelves are, 
the immovable, privation of difference according to life, and the privation of fympathy to each 
other. The confequences which do not follow are, a fenfible knowledge of each other, and to be 
moved from themfelves. That which fodows and does not follow is, to be paflive to each other ; 
for in one refpect they would be paflive, and in another not; fince they would be alone corpor
eal ly and not vitally paflive. 

Again, if foul is not, the confequences to other things with refpetl to H are, n o t to be taken care of, 
nor to be moved by foul. The confequences which do not, follow are, to be vivified a n d connected 
by foul. The confequences which follow and do not folkw are, to be aflimilated and not aflimilated 

to 
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for, as he fays, it is no trifling matter; or do you not. fee the prodigious 
labour of fuch a dtfcuflion ? If, therefore, many 1 were prefent, it would 

n o t 

to foul: for, fo far as foul having no fubfiftence, neither will bodies fubfift, fo far they will be 
aflimilated to foul; for they will fuffer the fame with it; but fo far as it is impoflible for that 
which is not to be fimilar to any thing, fo far bodies will have no fimilitude to foul. And this 
forms the fourth and laft hexad. 

Hence we conclude, that foul is the caufe of life, fympathy, and motion to bodies; and r 

in fhort, of their being and prefervation; for foul fubfifting, thefe are at the fame time intro
duced-, but not fubfifting, they arc at the fame time taken away. 

1 It it unneceffary to obfervc, that the moft divine of dogmas aTe unadapted to the ears of the 
many, fince Plato himfelf fays that a l l thefe things are ridiculous to the multitude, but thought 
worthy of admiration by the wife. Thus alfo, fays Proclus, the Pythagoreans affert, that of dif
courfes, fome are myftical, and others to be expofed in open day; and the Peripatetics, that fome 
are efoteric, and others exoteric •, and Parmenides himfelf wrote fome things according to truth, 
and others according to opinion ; and Zeno calls fome difcourfes true, and others ufeful. 'Ourw 

fo xa\ hi Tlv9ayopsioi ruv koyuv, T C V ? (*ev tipaakov tivai pvo-nxov;, rovg fo bnaiBpiovs, xai 01 tx rou mtpmarov, 

rovs fxtv EcrwTEfixot/f, rovj fo tZvTepixous, xat au-TOi Raf/xmfois, roc (Atv Trpo; aXr.Qetav sypa^e, rot fo npos fo£avr 

xai o Zwuv fo revf (iev a X u f i f i j exaXti ruv hoyu>v} rcui fo %/jf»a>5fJJ. 

The multitude therefore, fays Proclus, are ignorant how great the power is of dialectic, and 
that the end of this wandering is truth and intellect. For it is not poffible for us to recur from 
things laft to fuch as are firft, except by a progreflion through the middle forms of life. For, a s 

our defcent into the realms of mortality was effected through many media, the foul always pro
ceeding into that which is more compofite, in like manner our afcent muft be aceomplifhed 
through various media, the foul refolving her compofite order of life. In the firft place, there
fore, it is requifite to defpife the fenfes, as able to know nothing accurate, nothing fane, but 
pofleffing much of the confufed, the material, and the paflive, in confequence of employing cer
tain in liniments of this kind. After this it follows, that we fhould difmifs imaginations, thofe 
winged ftymphalidrc of the foul, as alone pofleffing a figured intellection of things, but by no means 
able to apprehend unfigurcd and impartible form, and as impeding the pure and immaterial in
tellection of the foul, by intervening and difturbing it in its inveftigations. In the third place, 
we muft entirely extirpate multiform opinions, and the wandering of the foul about thefe j for 
they are not converfant with the caufes of things, nor do they procure for us fcience, nor the par
ticipation of a feparate intellect. In the fourth place, therefore, we muft haftily return to the 
great fea of the fciences, and there, by the.affifiance of dialectic, furvey the divifions and compofi-
tions of thefe, and, in fhort, the variety of ?6rms in the foul, and through this furvey, unweaving 
b u r vital order, behold our dianoetic part. After this, in the fifth place, it is requifite to feparate 
ourfelves from compofition, and contemplate by intellectual energy true beings : for intellect is 
more excellent than fcience; and a life according to intellect is preferable to that which is accord--
ing to fcience. Many, therefore, are the wanderings of the foul: for one of thefe is in imagma* 
tions, another in opinions, and a third in the dianoetic power. But a life according to intellect-

is 
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not be proper to make fuch a requeft; for it is unbecoming, efpecially for 
a n old man, to difcourfe about things of this kind before many witnelTes. 
For the many are ignorant that, without this difcurfive progreflion and 
wandering through all things, it is impoflible, by acquiring the truth, to 
obtain the polTeflion of intellect. I, therefore, O Parmenides, in conjunc
tion with Socrates, beg that you would undertake a difcufTion, which I have 
not heard for a long time. But Zeno having made this requeft, Antiphon 
faid that Pythodorus related that he alfo, and ArifTotle, and the reft who 
were prefent, entreated Parmenides to exhibit that which he-fpoke of, and 
not to deny their requeft. That then Parmenides faid, It is necelfary to 
comply with your entreaties, though I fhould feem to myfelf to meet with 
the fate of the Ibycean 1 horfe, to whom as a courfer, and advanced in years, 
when about to contend in the chariot races, and fearing through experi
ence for the event, Ibycus comparing himlelf, faid—cT/IUS alfo I that am fo 

is alone inerratic And this is the myftic port of the foul, into which Homer conducts Ulyfles, 
after an abundant wandering of life. 

' Parmenides, as Proclus beautifully obferves, well knew what the wandering of the foul is, not 
only in the fenfes, imaginations, and or^Sions, but alfo in the dianoetic evolutions of arguments. 
Knowing this, therefore, and remembering the labours he had endured, he is afraid of again de
scending to fuch an abundant wandering ; like another TJlyflcs, after pafling through various 
regions , and being now in pofleflion of his proper good, when called to certain fimilar barbaric 
battles, he is averfe, through long experience, to depart from his own country, as remembering 
the difficulties which he fuftained in war, and his long extended wandering. Having, therefore, 
afcended to reafoning from phantafies and the fenfes, and to intellect from reafoning, he is very 
properly afraid of a defcent to reafoning, and of the wandering in the dianoetic parr, left he 
fhould in a certain refpect become oblivious, and (hould be drawn down to phantafy and fenfe. 
For the defcent from intellect is not fafe, nor is it proper to depart from things firlt, left we fhould 
unconfcioufly abide in thofe of a fubordinate nature. Parmenides, therefore, being now efta-
blifhed in the port of intellect, is averfe again to defcend to a multitude of reafonings from an 
intellectual and fimple form of energy. At the f<<me time, however, he does defcend for the fake 
of benefitting fecondary natures for the very grace (X<*PII) itfelf is an imitation of the providence 
of the Gods. Such, therefore, ought the defcents of divine fouls from the intelligible to be, 
coming from divine natures, knowing the evils arifiwg from wandering, and defcending for the 
benefit alone of fallen fouls, and not to fill up a life enamoured with generation, nor falling pro
foundly, nor agglutinating themfelves to the indefinite forms of life- I only add, that Ibycus, 
from whom Parmenides borrows his fimile of a horfe, was a Rheginenfian poet, and is mentioned 
by Cicero in Tufcul. Qiueftion. lib. 4. Paufan. Corinth, lib. 2. buidas and lirafmus in Adagiis. 
T h e r e are alfo two epigrams upon him in the Anthologia. 
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old, am compelled to return to the fubjecls of my love ; in like manner, I 
appear to myfelf to dread vehemently the prefent undertaking, when 1 call 
to mind the manner in which it is requifite to fwim over fuch, and fo great 
a fea of difcourfe: but yet it is necefTary to comply, efpecially as it is the 
requeft of Zeno, for we are one and the fame. Whence then fhall we 
begin 1 ; and what fhall we firft of all fuppofe? Are you willing, fince it 
feems we muft play a very ferious game, that I fhould begin from myfelf, 
and my own 1 hypothefis, fuppofing concerning the one itfelf whether the 

one 

1 Parmenides, fays Proclus, defcending to the evolution of arguments, and to fcientifically-
difcurfive energies from his intellectual place of furvey, and from a form of life without, to one 
with habitude, afks his participants whence he fhall begin, and from what hypothefis he fhall 
frame, his difcourfe; not fufpending his intellect from their judgment; for it is not lawful that 
the energy of more excellent natures fhould be meafured from that of fuch as are fubordinate j 
but converting them to himfelf, and exciting them to a perception of his meaning, that he may 
not infert arguments in the flupid, as nature implants productive principles in bodies, but that 
he may lead them to themfelves, and that they may be impelled to being in conjunction with him. 
For thus intellect leads fouls, not only elevating them together with itfelf, but preparing them to 
aflift themfelves. He exhorts, therefore, his participants to attend to themfelves, and to behold 
whence he begins, and through what media he proceeds, but does not feek to learn from them 
what is proper on the occafion. That this is the cafe is evident from hence, that he does not 
wait for their anfwer, but difcourfes from that which appears to him to be beft. 

* The one method of Parmenides affumes one hypothefis, and according to it frames the whole 
difcourfe, this hypothefis not being one of many, as it may appear to fome, but that which is 
comprehenfive of all hypothefes, and is one prior to the many. For it unfolds all beings, and 
the whole order of things, both intelligible and fenfible, together with the unities of them, and 
the one ineffable unity, the fountain of all thefe. For the one is the caufe of all things, and from 
jhis all things are generated in a confequent order from the hypothefis of Parmenides. But per
haps, fays Proclus, fome one may afk us how Parmenides, who in his poems fings concerning true 
or the one being, ( t o hcv), calls the one his hypothefis, and fays that he fhall begin from this his 
proper principle. Some then have faid that, Parmenides making being the whole fubject of his 
difcufTion, Plato, finding that the one is beyond being and all effence, corrects Parmenides, and 
rcprefents him beginning from the one. For, fay they, as Gorgias and Protagoras, and each of 
the other perfons in his dialogues, fpeak better in thofe dialogues than in their own writings, fo, 
likewife, Parmenides is more philofophic in Plato, and more profound, than in his own compofi-
tions; fince in the former he fays, if the one is, it is not one being, as alone difcourfing concerning 
the one, and not concerning one being, or being characterized by the one; and in the following 
hypothefes he fays, if the one is not; and laftly, infers that if the one is, or is not, all things are, 
and are not. Parmenides, therefore, being Platonic, calls that his hypothefis which fuppofes 

v o L . i n . P t h g 



i o6 T H E P A R M X N I D E S . 

one is, or whether it is not, what ought to be the confequence ? That Zeno 
faid, By all means. Who then (faid Parmenides) will anfwer to me ? Will 

the 
the one. In anfwer to this it may be faid that it is by no means wonderful if Parmenides in his 
poems appears to afTert nothing concerning the one: for it is ineffable, and he in his poems gene
rates all beings from the firft being; but he might indicate fomething concerning it, fo far a» 
this can be effected by difcourfe, in his unwritten converfations with Zeno. Very properly, there
fore, does he call this bufinefs concerning the one his own hypothefis. Proclus adds—if, how
ever, it be requifite to fpeak more truly, we may fay, with our preceptor Syrianus, that Parme
nides begins indeed from one being; (for the hypothefis, if the one is, having the is together with 
the one, belongs to this order of things); but that he recurs from one being to the one, clearly Show
ing that the one, properly fo called, wills this alone, to be the one, and haftily withdraws itfelf 
from being. He alfo {hows that one being is the fecond from this, proceeding to being through 
fubje&ion, but that the one itfelf is better than the is, and that if it is, together with the //, it no 
longer remains that which is properly the one. Hence, it is true that Parmenides makes true 
being, or the one being, the fubjedt of his hypothefis, and alfo, that through this hypothefis he 
afcends to the one itfelf, which Plato in the Republic denominates unhypothetic : for it is ne
ceflary, fays he, always to proceed through hypothefes, that afcending, we may at length end in 
the unhypothetic one 5 fince every hypothefis is from a certain other principle. But if any one 
{hould make the hypothefis the principle, we may fay to fuch a one, with Plato, that where the 
principle is unknowp, and the end and middle alfo confift from things that are unknown, it is 
not poflible that a thing of this kind can be fcience. The one alone, therefore, is the principle, 
and is unhypothetic •, fo that what is made the fubject of hypothefis is fomething elfe, and not 
the one* But Plato afcends from this to the one, as from hypothefis to that which is unhypothetic. 
Whence alfo it appears that the manner in which Parmenides manages the difcourfe is admirable. 
For, if he had afiumed the unhypothetic as an hypothefis, and that which is without a principle as 
from a principle, he would not have followed the method which fays it is entirely neceflary to 
confider what is confequent to the hypothefis. Or, if he had not aftumed the one as an hypo 
thefis, but fome one of the things more remote from the one, he could not eafily have made a 
tranfition to it, nor would he have unfolded to us fpontaneoufly and without violence the caufe 
prior to being. That the one, therefore, might remain unhypothetic, and that at the fame time 
he might recur from a certain proper hypothefis to the one, he makes the one being the fubject of his 
hypothefis, which proximately fubfifts after the one, and in which, perhaps, that which is properly 
the one primarily fubfifts, as we (hall fhow at the end of the firft hypothefis of this dialogue. And 
thus he fays that he begins from his own hypothefis, which is the one being, and this is, " if the 
ene is," and transferring himfelf to the unhypothetic, which is near to this, he unfolds the fub
fiftence of all beings from the unity whkh is exempt from all things. Whence, faying that he 
fliall make his own one the fubject of hypothefis, in evincing what things follow, and what do-
not follow, at one time as ufing the one alone, he demonftrates the is, employing affirmations; 
but at another time he aflitmes, together with the one, the conception of the //. But he every 

wherfc 
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the youngeft. among you do this ? For the labour will be very little for him 
to anfwer what he thinks ; and his anfwcr will at the fame time afford me 
a time for breathing in this arduous invefligation. That then Ariftotle 
faid, I am prepared to attend you, O Parmenides; for you may call upon 
me as being the youngeft. Afk me, therefore, as one who will anfwer you. 

That Parmenides faid, Let us then begin. If one 1 is, is it not true that 
the 

where reafons as looking to the one, either unparticipated, or participated, that he may (how that all 
things are through//^ one, and that feparate from the one, they and their very being are obliterated. 

1 In the Introduction to this Dialogue we have fpoken concerning the number, and unfolded 
the meaning of the hypothefis about the one-, let us, therefore, with Proclus, difcufs a few par
ticulars refpecTing principle, that we may more accurately underftand the nature of the one. 
The principle, therefore, of all beings and non-beings is called the one, fince to be united is good 
to all things, and is the greateft of goods ; but that which is entirely feparated from the one is 
evil, and the greateft of evils. For divifion becomes the caufe of diffimilitude, and a privation 
of fympathy, and of a departure from a fubfiftence according to nature. Hence the principle of 
wholes, as fupplying all things with the greateft of goods, is the fource of union to all things, and 
i3 on this account called the one. Hence, too, we fay that every principle, fo far as it is allotted 
this dignity in beings, is a certain enad or unity, and that what is moft united in every order 
ranks as firft, placing this principle not in parts, but in wholes, and not in fome one of the many, 
but in the monads connective of multitude ; and, in the next place, efpecially furveying it in 
the fummits, and that which is moft united in monads, and according to which they are conjoined 
with the one, are deified, and fubfift without proceeding, in the one principle of all things. 

Thus, for inftance, (that we may illuftrate this doctrine by an example,) we perceive many caufes 
of light, fome of which are celeftial, and others fublunary; for light proceeds to our terreftrial 
abode from material fire, from the moon, and from the other ftars, and this, fo as to be different 
according to the difference of its caufe. But if we explore the one monad of all mundane light, 
from which other lucid natures and fources of light derive their fubfiftence, we fhall find that it 
is no other than the apparent orb of the fun; for this orbicular body proceeds, as it is faid, from 
an occult and fupermundane order, and diffeminates in all mundane natures a light commenfurate 
with each. 

Shall we fay then that this apparent body is the principle of light ? But this is endued with 
interval, and is divifible, and light proceeds from the different parts which it contains ; but we are 
at prefent inveftigating the one principle of light. Shall we fay, therefore, that the ruling foul 
of this body generates mundane light ? This indeed, produces light, but not primarily, for it is 
itfelf multitude : and light contains a reprefentation of a fimple and uniform fubfiftence. May 
not intellect, therefore, which is the caufe of foul, be the fountain of this light ? Intellect, 
indeed, is more united than foul, but is not that which is properly and primarily the principle of 
light. It remains, therefore, that the one of this intellect, its fummit, and as it were flower, muft 
be the principle of mundane light: for this is properly the fun which reign* over the vifible place, 

p 2 and, 
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the one will not be many ? For how can it be ? It is neceflary, therefore, 
that 

and, according to Plato in the Republic, is the offspring of the good \ fince every unity proceeds 
from thence, and every deity is the progeny of the unity of unities, and the fountain of the Gods. 
And as the good is the principle of light to intelligibles, in like manner the unity of the folar order 
is the principle of light to all vifible natures, and is analogous to the good, in which it is occultly 
eftablifhed, and from which it never departs. 

But this unity having an order prior to the folar intellect, there is alfo in intellect, fo far as 
intellect, an unity participated from this unity, which is emitted into it like a feed, and through 
which intellect is united with the unity or deity of the fun. This, too, is the cafe with the foul 
of the fun j for this through the one which fhe contains, is elevated through the one of intellect 
as a medium, to the deity of the fun. In Yike manner, with refpect to the body of the fun, we 
rhuft underftand that there is in this a certain echo as it were, of the primary folar one. For it is 
neceflary that the folar body fhould participate of things fuperior to itfelf j of foul according to 
the life which is difleminated in i t ; of intellect according to its form ; and of unity according 
to its one, fince foul participates both of intellect and this one, and participations are different 
from the things which are participated. You may fay, therefore, that the proximate caufe of 
the folar light is this unity of the folar orb. 

Again, if we fhould inveftigate the root as it were of all bodies, from which celcflial and 
fublunary bodies, wholes and parts, blofibm into exiflence, we may not improperly fay that this 
is Nature, which is the principle of motion and reft to all bodies, and which is eftablfhed in 
them, whether they are in motion or at reft. But I mean by Nature, the one life of the world, 
which being fubordinate to intellect and foul, participates through thefe of generation. And 
this indeed is more a principle than many and partial natures, but is not that which is properly 
the principle of bodies; for this contains a multitude of powers, and through fuch as are different, 
governs different parts of the univerfe : but we are now inveftigating the one and common prin
ciple of all bodies, and not many and diftributed principles. If, therefore, we wifh to difcover 
this one principle, we mult raife ourfelves to that which is moft united in Nature, to its flower, 
and that through which it is a deity, by which it is fufpended from its proper fountain, connects, 
unites, and caufes the univerfe to have a fympathetic confent with itfelf. This one, therefore, is 
the principle of all generation, and is that which reigns over the many powers of Nature, over 
partial natures, and univerfally over every thing fubjcct to the dominion of Nature. 

In the third place, if we inveftigate the principle of knowledge, wfc fhall find that it is neither 
phantafy nor fenfe; for nothing impartible, immaterial, and unfigured is known by thefe. But 
neither muft we fay that doxaftic or dianoetic knowledge is the principle of knowledge; for 
opinion does not know the caufes of things, and the dianoetic power, though it knows caufes, 
yet apprehends the objects of its perception partially, and does not view the whole at once, nor 
poflefs an energy collective and fimple, and which eternally fubfifts according to the fame. Nor 
yet is intellect the principle of knowledge: for all the knowledge which it contains fubfifts 
indeed, at once, and is intranfitive and impartible. But if the knowledge of intellect was entirely 
without multiplication, and profoundly one, perhaps we might admit that it is the principle ©f 

knowledge. 



T H E P A R M E N I D E S . l og 

9 
For in thefe all are in each, but not all in all. 

character iflics. 

that there mould neither be any part belonging to it, nor that it fhould be a 
whole. 

knowledge. Since however, it is not only one but various, and contains a multitude of in
tellect ions; for as the objects of intellect are feparated from each other, fo alfo intellectual con
ceptions,—this being the cafe, intellect is not the principle of knowledge, but this muft be 
afcribed to the one of intellect, which is generative of all the knowledge it contains, and of all that 
is beheld in the fecondary orders of beings. For this being exempt from the many, is the 
principle of knowledge to them, not being of fuch a nature as the famenefs of intellect ; fince this 
is coordinate to difference, and is fubordinate to eflence. But the one tranfeends and is connective 
of an intellectual eflence. Through this one intellect is a God, but not through famenefs, nor 
through eflence: for in fhort intellect fo far as intellect is not a God; fince otherwife a partial 
intellect would be a God. And the peculiarity of intellect is to underftand and contemplate 

.beings, and to judge ; but of a God to confer unity, to generate, to energize providentially, and 
every thing of this kind. Intellect, therefore, by that part of itfelf which is not intellect is 
a God, and by that part of itfelf which is not a God, it is a divine intellect. And this unity 
of intellect knows itfelf indeed, fo far as it is intellectual, but becomes intoxicated as it is faid 
with nectar, and generates the whole of knowledge, fo far as it is the flower of intellect, and 
a fupereffential one. Again, therefore, inveftigating the principle of knowledge, we have 
afcended to the one\ and not in thefe only, but in every thing elfe in a fimilar manner, we 
fhall find monads the leaders of their proper numbers, but the unities of monads fubfifting 
as the moft proper principles of things. For every where the one is a principle, and you may fay 
concerning this principle, what Socrates fays in the Phsedrus, viz. u a principle is unbegotten." 
For if no one of total forms can ever fail, by a much greater neceflity the one principle of each 
muft be preferved, and perpetually remain, that about this every multitude may fubfift, which 
originates in an appropriate manner from each. It is the fame thing, therefore, to fay unity and 
principle, if principle is every where that which is moft characterized by unity. Hence he who 
difcourfes about every one, will difcourfe about principles. The Pythagoreans, therefore, thought 
proper to call every incorporeal eflence one ; but a corporeal and in fhort partible effence, they 
denominated other. So that by confidering the one, you will not deviate from the theory of 
incorporeal effences, and unities which rank as principles. For all the unities fubfift in, and are 
profoundly united with each other; and their union is far greater than the communion and fame
nefs which fubfift in beings. For in thefe there is indeed a mutual mixture of forms, fimilitude 
and friendfhip, and a participation of each other; but the union of the Gods,.as being, a union of 
unities, is much more, uniform, ineffable and tranfeendent: for here all are in all, which does not 
take place in forms or ideas*; and their unmingled purity and the characteriftic of each, in a 
manner far furpafling the diverfity in ideas, preferve their natures unconfufed, and diftinguifh 
their peculiar powers. Hence fome of them are more univerfal, and others more partial; fome 
of them are characterized according to permanency, others according to progreflion, and others 
according to converfion. Some again, arc generative, others anagogic,, or endued with a power 
of leading things back to their caufes, and others demiurgic;. and, in fhort, there are different 
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whole *. Why ? Is not a part a part of a whole ? Certainly. But what 
is 

characteriftics of different Gods, viz. the connective, perfeflive, demiurgic, aflimilative, and fuch 
others as are celebrated pofterior to thefe, fo that all are in all, and yet each is at the fame time 
feparate and diftinct. 

Indeed, Proclus adds, we obtain a knowledge of their union and characteriftics from the 
natures by which they are participated: for, with refpect to the apparent Gods, we fay that 
there is one foul of the fun, and another of the earth, directing our attention to the apparent 
bodies of thefe divinities, which poffefs much variety in their efTcnce, powers, and dignity among 
wholes. As, therefore, we apprehend the difference of incorporeal eflences from fenfible inflec
tion, in like maimer, from the variety of incorporeal efTences, we are enabled to know fomething 
of the unmingled feparation of the firft and fupereflential unities, and of the characteriftics of 
each ; for each unity has a multitude fufpended from its nature, which is either intelligible alone, 
or at the fame time intelligible and intellectual, or intellectual alone ; and this laft is either par-
cipated or not participated, and this again is either fupermundane or mundane: and thus far does 
the progreflion of the unities extend. Surveying, therefore, the extent of every incorporeal hypo-
ftafis which is diftributed under them, and the mutation proceeding according to meafurefrom the 
occult to that which is feparated, we believe that there is alfo in the unities themfelves idiom and 
order, together with union: for, from the difference of the participants, we know the feparation 
which fubfifts in the things participated •, fince they would not poffefs fuch a difference with re
fpect to each other if they participated the fame thing without any variation. And thus much 
concerning the fubfiftence of the firft unities, and their communion with, and feparation from, 
each other, the latter of which was called by the antient philofophers, idiom, and the former, 
union, contradiftinguifhing them by names derived from the famenefs and difference which fubfift 
in eflences. For thefe unities are fupereflential, and, as fome one fays, are flowers and fummits. 
However, as they contain, as we have obferved, both union and feparation, Parmenides, difcufling 
this, that he may fupernally unfold all their progreflion from the exempt unity, the caufe of all 
things, aflumes as an hypothefis his own one. But this is the one which is beheld in beings, and 
this is beheld in one refpect as the one, and in another as participated by being. He alfo preferves 
that which has a leading dignity, furveying it multifarioufly, but varies that which is confequent, 
that through the famenefs of that which leads, he may indicate the union of the divine unities: 
for whichever of thefe you receive, you will receive the fame with the reft; becaufe all are in 
each other, and are rooted in the one. For as trees by their fummits are rooted in the earth, 
and are earthly according to thefe, after the fame manner, divine natures are by their fummits 
rooted in the one, and each of them is an enad and one, through unconfufed union with the one. 
But through the mutation of that which is confequent, Parmenides at one time aflumes whole, at 
another time figure, and at another fomething elfe, and thefe either affirmatively or negatively^ 
according to the feparation and idiom of each of the divine orders. And, through that which is 
conjoined from enad and what is confequent, he indicates the communion, and at the fame 
time unmingled purity of each of the divine natures. Hence, one thing is the leader, but 
many the things confequent, and many are the things conjoined, and many the hypothefes. 

Parmenides, 
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is a whole ? Is not that to which no part is wanting a whole ? Entirely fo. 
From 

Parmenides, alfo, through the hypothefis of the one being, at one time recurs to the one which is 
prior to the participated unities, at another time difcufles the extent of the unities which are in 
beings, and at another time difcovers that fubfiftence of them which is fubordinate to being. 

Nor muft we wonder that there fhould be this union, and at the fame time feparation, in the 
divine unities. For thus alfo we are accuftomed to call the whole of an intellectual eflence im
partible and one, and all intellects one, and one all, through famenefs which is collective and con
nective of every intellectual hypoftafis. But if we thus fpeak concerning thefe, what ought we 
to think of the unities in beings ? Muft it not be that they are tranfeendently united ? that their 
commixture cannot be furpafled ? that they do not proceed from the ineffable adytum of the one ? 
and that they all poflefs the form of the one? Every where, therefore, things firft poflefs the 
form of their caufe. Thus, the firft of bodies is moft vital, and is fimilar to foul \ the firft of 
fouls has the form of intellect j and the firft intellect is a God. So that the firft of numbers is 
uniform and enadic, or characterized by unity, and is fupereiTential as the one. Hence, if they 
are unities and number, there is there both multitude and union. 

Again, the fi ope of this firft hypothefis, as we have obferved in the Introduction, is concern
ing the firft God alone, fo far as he is generative of the multitude of Gods, being himfelf exempt 
from this multitude, and uncoordinated with his offspring. Hence, all things are denied of this 
one, as being eftablifhed above, and exempt from, all things, and as fcattering all the idioms of 
the Gods, at the fame time that he is uncircumfcribed by all things. For he is not a certain one, 
but fimply one, and is neither intelligible nor intellectual, but the fource of the fubfiftence of both 
the intelligible and intellectual unities. For it is requifite in every order which ranks as a prin
ciple that imparticipable and primary form fhould be the leader of participated multitude. Thus, 
immaterial are prior to material forms. Thus, too, a feparate life, unmingled, and fubfifting 
from itfelf, is prior to the life which fubfifts in another i for every where things fubfifting in them
felves precede thofe which give themfelves up to fomething elfe. Hence, imparticipable foul, 
which revolves in the fuperceleftial place, is the leader, according to eflence, of the multitude of 
fouls, and of thofe which are diftributed in bodies. And one, imparticipable intellect, feparate, 
eternally eftablifhed in itfelf, and fupernally connecting every intellectual eflence, precedes the 
multitude of intellects. The firft intelligible alfo, unmingled, and uniformly eftablifhed in itfelf, 
is expanded above the multitude of intelligibles. For the intelligible which is in every intellect 
is different from that which is eftablifhed in itfelf; and the latter is intelligible alone, but the 
former is intelligible as in intellectuals. The imparticipable one, therefore, is beyond the many 
and participated unities, and is exempt, as we have before faid, from all the divine orders Such, 
then, is the fcope of the firft hypothefis, viz. to recur from the one being, or in other words, the 
firft and higheft being, to that which is truly the one, and to furvey how he is exempt from 
wholes, and how he is connumerated with none of the divine orders. 

In the next place, let us confider what mode of difcourfe is adapted to fuch a theory, and how 
the interpretation of what is before us may be properly undertaken. It appears, then,.that this 

can 
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From both thefe confequences, therefore, the one would be compofed of 
parts, 

can only be effected by energizing logically, intellectually, and at the fame time divinely, that we 
may be able to apprehend the demonftrative power of Parmenides, may follow his intuitive per
ceptions which adhere to true beings, and may in a divinely infpired manner recur to the in
effable and uncircumfcribed cofenfation of the one. For we contain the images of firfl caufes, and 
participate of total foul, the intellectual extent, and of divine unity. It is requifite, therefore, 
that we fhould excite the powers of thefe which we contain, to the apprehenfion of the things 
propofed. Or how can we become near to the one, unlefs by exciting the one of our foul, which is 
as it were an image of the ineffable one ? And how can we caufe this one and flower of the foul 
to diffufe its light, unlefs we firft energize according to intellect ? For intellectual energy leads 
the foul to the tranquil energy according to the one which we contain. And how can we perfectly 
obtain intellectual energy, unlefs we proceed through logical conceptions, and prior to more fim
ple intellections, employ fuch as are more compofite ? Demonftrative power, therefore, is requi
fite in the affumptions ; but intellectual energy in the inveftigations of beings ; (for the orders of 
being are denied of the one) and a divinely-infpired impulfe in the cofenfation of that which 
is exempt from all beings, that we may not unconfeioufly, through an indefinite phantafy, be led 
from negations to non-being, and its dark immenfity. Let us, therefore, by exciting the one 
which we contain, and through this, caufing the foul to revive, conjoin ourfelves with the one 
itfelf, and eftablifh ourfelves in it as in a port, Handing above every thing intelligible in our na
ture, and difmiffing every other energy, that we may affociate with it alone, and may, as it were, 
dance round it, abandoning thofe intellections of the foul which are employed about fecondary 
concerns. The mode of difcourfe, then, muft be of this kind, viz. logical, intellectual, and en-
theaflic: for thus only can the propofed hypothefis be apprehended in a becoming manner. 

In the third place, let us confider what the negations are, and whether they are better or worfe 
than affirmations: for affirmation appears to all men to be more venerable than negation; nega
tion, fay they, being a privation, but affirmation the prefence and a certain habit of form. To 
forms, indeed, and to things inverted with form, affirmation is better than negation; for it 
is neceffary that their own habit fhould be prefent with forms, and that privation fhould be ab-
fent, and, in fhort, to be is more accommodated to beings than not to be, and affirmation than 
negation : for being is the paradigm of affirmation, but non-being of negation. But it is not 
immanifeft how Plato in the Sophifta fays that non-being, by which he means difference, is related 
to being, and that it is not lefs than being. Since, however, non-being is multifarious, one kind 
fubfifting as more excellent than, another as coordinated with, and a third as a privation of, 
being, it is evident that we may alfo fpeculate three fpecies of negations; one above affirmation, 
another inferior to affirmation, and a third in a certain refpect equal to it. Affirmation, there
fore, is not always uniformly more excellent than negation, fince, when negation fpeaks of that 
non-being which is above being, affirmation is allotted'the fecond order. But fince this non-
being is alfo twofold, one kind being participated by being, viz. the divine unities, the immediate 
progeny of the one, and the other, viz. the ineffable principle of things, not being connumerated 

with 
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parts, being a whole and polTeffing parts ? It is neceflary it fhould be fo. 
And 

with any being, it is evident that to this latter affirmation is not by any means adapted, and that 
to the former negation more properly belongs than affirmation ; though in a certain refpect 
affirmation is adapted to this fo far as it communicates with being. However, though nothing 
can be truly faid of that non-being which is uncoordinated with being, yet negation may be more 
properly afferted of it than affirmation ; for, as affirmations belong to beings, fo negations to non-
being. In (hort, affirmation wifhes to be converfant with a certain form ; and when the foul fays that 
one thing is prefent to another, and makes an affirmation, it adduces fome of the kindred natures 
which it contains. But the firft caufe of all is above form, and it is not proper to introduce to 
it any thing belonging to fecondary natures, nor transfer to it things adapted to us: for we fhall 
thus deceive ourfelves, and not aflert what the firft is. We cannot, therefore, in a becoming 
manner employ affirmations in fpeaking of this caufe, but rather negations of fecondary natures; 
for affirmations haften to know fomething of one thing as prefent with another. But that which 
is firft is unknown by the knowledge which is connate with beings, and nothing can be admitted as 
belonging to, or prefent with, it, but rather as not prefent: for it is exempt from all compofition 
and participation. T o which we may add, that affirmations manifeft fomething definite; for 
non-man is more infinite than man. The incomprehenfible and uncircumfcribed nature of the 
me is therefore more adapted to be manifefted through negations : for affirmations may be faid to 
vanquifti beings, but negations poflefs a power of expanding from things circumfcribed to the 
uncircumfcribed, and from things diftributed in proper boundaries to the indefinite. Can it, 
therefore, be faid that negations are not more adapted to the contemplation of the one ? For its 
ineffable, incomprehenfible, and unknown nature can alone through thefe be declared, if it be 
lawful fo to fpeak, to partial intellectual conceptions fuch as ours. Negations, therefore, are better 
than affirmations, and are adapted to fuch as are afcending from the partial to the total, from the 
coordinated to the uncoordinated, and from the circumfcribed and vanquifhed form of knowledge 
to the uncircumfcribed, fingle, and fimple form of energy. 

In the fourth place, let us confider how, and after what manner, negations are adapted to the 
firft caufe. They muft not then be adapted as in things capable of receiving negation, but yet 
which do not receive it, as if we fhould fay that Socrates is not white: for, in (hort, the one does 
not receive any thing, but is exempt from every being, and all participation. Nor, again, muft 
negation be adapted to the one, as in that which in no refpect receives negation, which pofleffes a 
privation of it, and is unmingled with form ; as if any one fhould fay that a line is not white, 
becaufe it is without any participation of whitenefs. For that which is firft is not fimply divulfed 
from its negations; nor are thefe entirely void of communion with the one, but they are thence 
produced : nor can it be faid that, as whitenefs neither generates a line, nor is generated by it, fo 
tilings pofterior to the one neither generate the one, nor are generated by it; for they thence 
derive their fubfiftence. Nor yet muft negation be applied according to that middle mode, in 
which we fay, that things do not receive indeed, but are the caufes to others in which they are 
inherent, of receiving affirmation; as, for irtf nee, motion is not moved, but that which is in 
motion. Negation, therefore, is predicated of it, viz. the not being moved, though other things 
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And fo both ways the one will be many, and not one. True. But it is ne
cefTary 

are moved through it. And, in fhort, every paffion is itfelf impaffivc; fince, being fimple, it 
either is or is not. But that which fuffers, or the paffive fubject, is through paffion a compofite. 
Negations, therefore, are not after this manner denied of the one; for neither is the one ingene
rated in any thing, but is the caufe of all the affirmations, the negations of which we introduce 
to it; but it is by no means ingenerated in thofe things of which it is the caufe. It may be con
cluded, therefore, that as the one is the caufe of wholes, fo negations are the caufes of affirma-
tiqns; whence fuch things as the fecond hypotheGs affirms, the firft denies. For all thofe 
affirmations proceed from thefe negations ; and the one is the caufe of all things, as being prior to 
all things : for, as foul, being incorporeal, produces body, and as intellect, by not being foul, gives 
fubfiftence to foul, fo the one, being void of multitude, gives fubfiftence to all multitude, and, being 
without number and figure, produces number and figure; and in a fimilar manner with refpect 
to other things: for it is no one of the natures which it produces; fince neither is any other caufe 
the fame with its progeny. But if it is no one of the natures to which it gives fubfiftence, and at 
the fame time gives fubfiftence to all things, it is no one of all things. If, therefore, we know 
all things affirmatively, we manifeft the one negatively, by denying every thing of it; and fo this 
form of negation is generative of the multitude of affirmations. Thus, the unfigured, when 
applied to the one, is not like that of matter, which is beheld according to a privation of figure, 
but it is that which generates and produces the order which fubfifts according to figure. 

"With refpect to matter, therefore, negations arc worfe than affirmations, becaufe they are pri
vations, but affirmations are participations of which matter is efTentially deprived. But, with re
fpect to beings, negations are conjoined with affirmations: and when applied to the one, they 
fignify tranfcendency of caufe, and are better than affirmations. Hence, negations of things 
fubordinate are verified in caufes pofterior to the one. Thus, when we fay that the foul neither 
fpeaks nor is filent, we do not affert thefe things refpecting it as of ftones and pieces of wood, or 
any other infenfible thing, but as of that which is generative in an animal of both voice and 
Clench. And again, we fay that nature is neither white nor black, but uncoloured, and without 
interval. But is fhe without thefe in the fame manner as matter ? By no means: for fhe is 
better than the things denied. But fhe is uncoloured, and without interval, as generative of all-
various colours and intervals. In the fame manner, therefore, we fay that the monad is without 
number, not as being fubordinate to numbers and indefinite, but as generating and bounding 
numbers. I mean the firft monad, and that which we fay contains all the forms of numbers. 
All, therefore, that is denied of the one, proceeds from it: for it is neceffary that it fhould be none 
of all things, that all things may be its offspring. Hence, it appears that Plato often denies of 
the one things which are oppofite to each other, fuch as that it is neither whole nor part, neither 
fame nor different, neither permanent nor in motion ; for it is expanded above all habitude, and is 
pure from every duad, being the caufe of all the multitude of thefe, of twofold coordinations, of 
the firfl duad, and of all habitude and oppofition. For nature is the caufe of all corporeal oppo. 
fitions, the foul of all vital caufes, and intellect of the genera pertaining to foul. But the one is 
fimply the caufe of all divifions: for it cannot be faid that it is the caufe of fome, and not the 
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celTary that it (hould not be many, but one. It is neceflary 3 . Hence, it 
will 

caufe of others. The caufe, however, of all oppofition is not itfelf oppofed to any thing: for, if 
it were, it would be requifite that there (hould be fome other caufe of this oppofition, and the 
cue would no longer be the caufe of all things. Hence, negations are generative of affirmations: 
thofe which are affumcd in the firft hypothefis of thofe which are inveftigated in the fecond: for 
whatever the firft caufe generates in the firft hypothefis is generated and proceeds in its proper 
order in the fecond. And thus the order of the Gods fubfifting from exempt unity is demon-
ftrated. 

But here, perhaps, fome one may afk us whether we ufe negations through the imbecility of 
human nature, which is not able firmly to apprehend the fimplicity of the one, through a certain 
projection of intellect, and adhefive vifion and knowledge ? or whether natures better than our 
foul know the one negatively in an analogous manner ? We reply, therefore, that intellect by its 
perceptions which are conjoined with forms, knows forms, and comprehends intelligibles, and 
this is a certain affirmative knowledge: for that which is, approaches to that which is, and intellect 
is that which it underftands through the intellectual perception of itfelf. But, by an unity above 
intellect, it is conjoined with the one, and through this union knows the one, by not being that 
which is being. Hence, it knows the one negatively : for it poflefles a twofold knowledge, one 
kind as intellect, the other as not intellect; one as knowing itfelf, the other becoming inebriated, 
as fome one fays, and agitated with divine fury from nectar j and one fo far as it is, but the 
other fo far as it is not, Much-celebrated intellect itfelf, therefore, poflefles both a negative and 
affirmative knowledge of the one. But if intellect, divine fouls alfo, according to their fummits 
and unities, energize enthufiaftically about the one, and are efpecially divine fouls on account of 
this energy ; but, according to their intellectual powers, they are fufpended from intellect, round 
which they harmonically dance. According to their rational powers they know themfelves, pre-
ferve their own effence with purity, and evolve the productive principles which they contain ; but, 
according to thofe powers wrhich are characterized by opinion, they comprehend and govern in a 
becoming manner all fenfible natures. And all the other kinds of knowledge which they poflefs 
are indeed affirmative : for they know beings as they are ; and this is the peculiarity of affirma
tion. But the enthufiaftic energy about the one is in thefe a negative knowledge: for they do 
not know that the one is, but that he 13 not , according to that which is better than the is. The 
intelleclion, however, of that which is not, is negation. If, therefore, both divine fouls and much 
celebrated intellect itfelf knew the one through negation, what occafion is there to defpife the im
becility of our foul, earneftly endeavouring to manifeft negatively its uncircumfcribed nature ? 
For nothing pertaining to the firjl is fuch as we are accuftomed to know, i. e. a certain quality 
of a thing, as Plato fays in his fecond Epiftle. This, however, is the caufe of every thing beau
tiful in the foul, viz. to inveftigate the characteriftic of the firft, to commit in a becoming man
ner the knowledge of him to the reafoning power, and to excite the one which we contain, that, 
if it be lawful fo to fpeak, we may know the fimilar by the fimilar, fo far as it is poflible to be 
fcnown by our order: for, as by opinion we know the objects of opinion, and by the dianoetic 
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will neither be a whole, nor poflefs parts, if the one is one. It will not* 
if, 

power dianoetic objects, and as by our intellectual part we know that which is intelligible, fo by 
our one we know the one. 

Again, in the fifth place, let us confider whether Plato denies all things of the one, or, if not 
all, what thofe are which he denies, and why he proceeds as far as to thefe. But in the firfl 
place, it will, perhaps, be proper to enumerate all the particulars which in the firft hypothefis are 
denied of the one. Thefe then are in order as follow : that it is not many; that it is neither whole 
nor part; that it has neither a beginning, nor middle, nor end ; that it has no boundary ; that it 
is without figure; is neither in another nor in itfelf; is neither in motion nor at reft; is 
neither fame nor different; is neither fimilar nor difiimilar; is neither equal, nor greater nor 
leffer ; is neither older nor younger; that it participates in no refpect of generation or time; that 
neither does it participate of being; that it cannot be named, and is not effable; and that it is-
neither the object of opinion nor fcience. Thefe, then, arc briefly what the firft hypothefis denies 
of the one j but why thefe alone, we now propofe to inveftigate: for Proclus informs us, that to 
fome philofophers prior to him this was a fubject of much doubt. Some, fays he, were of opi-
nion, that whatever the ten categories of Ariftotle contain is enumerated in thefe negations. 
However, as he juftly obferves, not thefe alone, but many other things arc contained under the 
ten categories, which are not mentioned by Parmenides. Others aflerted, that thefe negations 
were comprehended in the five genera of being, viz. eflence, famenefs, and difference, motioa 
and permanency. However, not thefe only are denied of the one, but likewife figure, the nvhotep 

time, number, and the fimilar, and the diffimilar, which are not genera of being. But thofe, fay» 
he, fpeak the moft probably who wifh to fhow that all thefe negations fubfift in the monad. For 
the monad contains occultly many things, fuch as whole, and parts, and figures, and is both in 
itfelf and in another, fo far as it is prefent to whatever proceeds from itfelf. It alfo is perma
nent and is moved, abiding and at the fame time proceeding, and, in being multiplied, never de
parting from itfelf: and in a fimilar manner other things may be fhown to belong to the monad. 
That thefe things indeed fubfift in the monad may be readily granted, and alfo, that the monad 
is an imitation of intellect, fo that by a much greater priority all thefe are caufally comprehended 
in intellect. Hence, thefe things are denied of the one, becaufe it is above intellect and every 
•intellectual eflence. For thefe things, fays Proclus, Parmenides alfo furveying in his verfes con
cerning true being, fays, that it contains the fphere, and the whole, the fame, and the different. 
For he celebrates true being as fimilar to a perfect fphere, every where equal from the middle, 
Wid rejoicing in revolving manfion. He alfo denominates it perfectly entire and unmoved. So 
that all thefe fubfift primarily in intellect, but fecondarily, and after the manner of an image, in 
the monad, and every thing fenfible, phyfically in this, and mathematically in that. For intellect; 
is an intelligible fphere, the monad a dianoetic fphere, and this world a fenfible fphere, bearing 
in itfelf the images of the perpetual Gods. 

However, the patrons of this opinion cannot aflign the caufe why the particulars which Par
menides denies are alone aflumed, but by no means neither more nor lefs. For neither are thefe 

things 
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If, therefore, it has no part, it neither polTeffes beginning, middle, nor 
end; 

things alone in the monad, but many others alfo may be found, fuch as the even and the odd, 
and each of the forms fubfifting under thefe. Why, therefore, thefe alone from among all are 
afiumed, they aflign no clear reafon. Our preceptor, therefore, Syrianus, fays Proclus, is the only 
one we are acquainted with who perfectly accords with Plato in the knowledge of divine con
cerns. He therefore perceived, that all fuch things * as are affirmed in the fecond are denied of 
the one in the firft hypothefis ; and that each of thefe is a fymbol of a certain divine order; fuch 
as the many, the whole, figure, the being in itfelf and in another, and each of the confequent 
negations. For all things are not fimilarly apparent in every order of being ; but in one multitude, 
and in another a different idiom of divine natures is confpicuous. For, as we learn in the So-
phifta,/^ one being, or, in other words, the higheft being, has the firft rank, whole the fecond, and 
all the third. And in the Phaedrus, after the intelligible Gods, an eflTence without colour, with
out figure, and without touch, is the firft in order, colour is the fecond, and figure the third ; and 
in other things, in a fimilar manner, an unfolding of different things takes place in a different 
order of being. If, therefore, all thefe things manifeft the extent of the firft being, but, accord
ing to Plato, the one is beyond all beings, with great propriety are thefe things alone denied of 
the one. How each of thefe is diftributed in the divine orders, we (hall know more accurately hi 
the fecond hypothefis. It is apparent, therefore, what are the particulars which arc denied of the 
cne, and that fo many alone are neceffarily denied: for fo many are the enumerated orders of 
true beings. Thus much, however, is now evident, that all the negations are aflumed from the 
idiom of being, and not from the idiom of knowledge. For to will, and to defire, and every 
thing of this kind, are the peculiarities of vital beings; but to perceive intellectually, or diano-
etically, or fenfibly, is the idiom of gnoftic beings. But thefe negations are common to all beings 
whatever. For the hypothefis was, If the one is, fo many things will follow as negations of the 
%ne, that at laft it may be inferred if the one is, this one is not, as being better than the is: for it 
is the recipient of nothing, which is confequent to the And it appears that thofe alone are 
the things which belong to beings, fo far as they are beings ; which the fecond hypothefis affirms, 
and the firft denies; and we fhall not find things common to all beings, except thefe. But, of 
thefe, the higher are more total, but the others more partial. Hence, by taking away the higher, 
Plato alfo takes away thofe in a following order, according to the hypothefis. He has, therefore, 
in a wonderful manner difcovered what are the things confequent to being, fo far as being, as he 
was willing to fhow that the one is beyond all beings. 

But if any one fhould think that this hypothefis collects things impoffible, he fhould call to 
mind what is written in the Sophifta, in which the Eleatean gueft examines the affertion of Par
menides concerning being, and clearly fays that the one trully fo called muft neceffarily be impar
tible, or without parts (apspes yap hi ro wj tv). So that, this being granted, all the conclufions 
of the firft hypothefis muft unavoidably follow, as in every refpect true, and as alone according 
with that which is truly the one. For it is abfurd to admit that true being has a fubfiftence, and 

* Viz. Such things as are refpectively charafteriftic of the divine orders. 
not 



T H E P A R M E N I D E S . 

end4 ; for fuch as thefe would be its parts? Right. But end and begin
ning 

not only true being, but alfo the truly equal, the truly beautiful, and every other form, but that 
the true one fhould no where fubfift, but fhould be a name alone, though by this all beings are 
preferved and have a fubfiftence. But if it is, it is evident that it is not many: for it would not 
be the true one, if it were replete with any thing ; fince the many are not one. If, therefore, it 
is not many, again the whole of the firft hypothefis will follow, this being afTumed; and it is by 
no means proper to accufe it as afferting impoflibilities. 

Again, in the fixth place, let us confider concerning the order of the negations: for, if they 
originate fupemally and from things firft, how does he firft of all take away the many, and, in 
the laft place, being, and even the one itfelf? The one, therefore, appears to us to be more vene
rable than multitude, and being itfelf as among beings is moft venerable. But if they originate 
from things laft, how, after the genera of being, does he affume the fimilar and diffimilar, the 
equal and unequal, the greater and the Jeffer ? For thefe are fubordinate to the genera of being. 
It is better, therefore, to fay, that he begins fupernally, and proceeds through negations as 
far as to the laft of things. For thus alfo in the Phxdrus, denying of the fummit of the intellectual 
orders, things confequent to, and proceeding from it, he makes the ablation, beginning fuper
nally; in the firft place, afferting that it is without colour, in the next place, without figure, 
and, in the third place, without contact. For here colour fymbolically fignifies that middle order 
of the intelligible and at the fame time intellectual Gods, which is called by theologifts fynochike 
{O-VVOXM) or connective; but figure indicates the extremity of that order, which is denominated 
telefiurgic, (jeXectovpyiKn) or the fource of perfection ; and contatl fignifies the intellectual order. In 
like manner here alfo the negations begin fupernally, and proceed together with the feries of the 
divine orders, of all which the one is the generative fource. But that at the end he fhould take 
away the one itfelf, and being, is by no means wonderful. For, if we follow the whole order of 
the difcourfe, this will become moft apparent. For it is immediately evident, that in affirmative 
conclufions it is requifite to begin from things moft allied, and through thefe to evince things 
lefs allied, which are confequent; but in negative conclufions it is neceffary to begin from things 
moft foreign, and through thefe to {how things lefs foreign, which are not confequent to the 
hypothefis. For it is requifite, fays Plato, that thofe who ufe this method (hould begin from 
things moft known. Hence he firft denies many of the one, and laft of all the one that //, which 
is by pofition moft allied to the one, but is participated by eflence, and on this account is a certain 
one, and not fimply one. Hence it is neceffary, fince the conclufions are negative, that the begin
ning of all the hypothefis fhould be not many, and the end not one. 

In the feventh place, let us conGder what we are to underftand by the many, which Plato firft 
denies of the one. Some of the antients then, fays Proclus, affert that multitude of every kind is 
here taken away from the one, becaufe the one tranfeends all multitude, both intelligible and 
fenfible. But thefe fhould recollect, that in the fecond hypothefis the many is affirmed. What 
fenfible multitude then can we behold there ? For all things are afferted of true beings, becaufe 
the one is there equal to being. Others more venerable than thefe affert that intellectual multitude 
is denied of the one. For the firft caufe, fay they, is one without multitude ; intellect, one many ; 
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ning are the bounds of every thing? How fhould they not? The oney 

therefore, 
foul, one and many, through its divifiblc nature, being indigent of copula ; body, many and one, as* 
being a divifiblc nature characterized by multitude ; and matter, many alone. This many, therefore,, 
viz. intellectual multitude, Parmenides takes away from the firft caufe, that he may be one alone, 
and above intellect. It is proper, therefore, to afk thefe, what intellect they mean ? For, if that 
which is properly intellect, and which is fecondary to the intelligible, not only the one is beyond1 

intellectual multitude, but the intelligible alfo, as being better than intellect. But if they call 
the whole of an intelligible eflence intellect, as was the cafe with the followers of Plotinus, they 
are ignorant of the.difference which fubfifts in the Gods, and of the generation of things pro* 
ceeding according to meafure. Other philofophers, therefore, more entheaftic than thefe, dif-
miffing fenfible, and not even admitting intellectual multitude, fay that prior to the intellectual 
numbers are the intelligible monads, from which every intellectual multitude and the many 
divided orders are unfolded into light. Plato, therefore, takes away from the one, the multitude 
which is intelligible, 3S fubfifling proximately after the one, but he does not take away intellectual 
multitude. For it is by no means wonderful that the one (hould be exempt from intellectual 
multitude, above which the intelligible monads alfo are expanded. And hence the difcourfe, 
being divine, recurs to certain more fimple caufes. It is neceflary however to underftand that 
there are many orders in intelligibles, and that three triads are celebrated in them by theologifts, 
as we fhall fhow when we come to the fecond hypothefis. But, if this be admitted, it is evident 
that thefe many muft be the firft and intelligible multitude: for thefe fo far as many alone fubfift 
from the one; and from thefe the triadic fupernally proceeds as far as to the laft of things in the 
intellectual, fupermundane, and fenfible orders.; and whatever is allotted a being participates of 
this triad. Hence, fome of the antients, afcending as far as to this order, confidered its fummit 
as the fame with the one. We muft either, therefore, admit that the many which are now denied 
of the one fubfift according to the intelligible multitude, or that they are the firft multitude in die 
intelligible and at the fame time intellectual orders. Indeed, the many unities are not in the in
telligible Gods, but in thofe immediately pofterior to them. For there is one unity in each intelli
gible triad; but the multitude of unities is firft apparent in the firft order of the intelligible and 
at the fame time intellectual Gcds. Thus much, therefore, muft now be admitted, that Plato 
exempts the one from all the multitude of thefe unities, as being generative of and giving fubfiftence 
to it; and this he does, by afluniing from our common conceptions that the one is not many. But 
at the end of the hypothefis, he takes away intelligible multitude itfelf from the one, conjoining 
the end with the beginning : for he there fhowa that the one is not being, according to which the 
intelligible order is characterized. 

It is likewife ncccfTary to obferve, that Plato does not think that the aftertion, «the one is not 
many,' requires demonftration, or any confirmation of its truth; but he aflumes it according to 
common and unpervcrted conception. For, in fpeculations concerning the firft caufe of all 
things, it is efpecially neceflary to excite common conceptions; fince all things are fpontaneoufly 
arranged after it, and without labour, both fuch as energize according to intellect, and thofe 
that energize according to nature only. And, in {hort, it is neceflary that the indemonitrable 

fhould 
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therefore, is infinite5, if it has neither beginning nor end? Infinite. And 
without 

(hould be the principle of all demonftration, and that common conceptions ftiould be the leaders 
of demonftrations, as alfo geometricians affert. But there is nothing more known and clear to 
us than that the one is not many. 

3 It is neceffary, fays Proclus, that the firft negation of the one fhould be that it is not many; 
for the one is firft generative of the many; fince, as we have before obferved, the firfl and the 
higheft multitude proceeds from the one. But the fecond negation after this i 6 , that the one is 
neither a whole, nor has any part: for it gives fubfiftence to this order, in the fecond place, after 
the firft multitude. This will be evident from confidering in the firft place logically, that in ne
gative conclufions, when through the ablation of that which precedes we collect a negative con-
clufion, that which precedes is more powerful; but that when through the ablation of that which 
is confequent we fubvert that which precedes, that which is confequent; and, in fhort, that 
which by the fubverfion of itfelf takes away that which remains, whether it precedes or follows, 
is more powerful. Thus, if we fay, If there i3 not being, there is not man; but alfo, If there is not 
animal, there is not man: animal, therefore, is more univerfal than man. Let this then be one 
of the things to be granted; but another which muft be admitted is as f o l l o w s E v e r y thing 
which is more comprehenfive than another according to power, is nearer to the one* For, fince 
the one itfelf 'is, if it be lawful fo to fpeak, the moft comprehenfive of all things, and there is nothing' 
which it does not ineffably contain, not even though you fhould adduce privation itfelf, and the 
moft evanefcent of things, fince, if it has any fubfiftence, it muft neceffarily be in a certain refpect 
one;—this being the cafe, things alfo which are nearer to the one are more comprehenfive than 
thofe which are more remote from it •, imitating the uncircumfcribed caufe, and the infinite 
tranfcendency of the one. Thus being, as it is more comprehenfive than life and intellect, is nearer 
to the one j and life is nearer to it than intellect. Thefe two axioms being admitted, let us fee 
how Parmenides fyllogizes. If the one, fays he, is a whole, or has parts, it is many ; but it is not 
many, as was before faid; neither, therefore, will it be a whole, nor will it have parts. And 
again, If the one is not many, it is neither a whole, nor has parts. In both thefe inftances, by the 
fubverfion of the many, parts alfo and -whole are fubverted. But our pofition is, that whatever 
together with itfelf fubverted that which remains in things conjoined, is more powerful and more 
comprehenfive; but that which is more comprehenfive is nearer to the one. Hence, many is 
nearer to the one than parts and whole. For parts are many, but many are not entirely parts. So 
that the many are more comprehenfive than parts, and are therefore beyond them. The many, 
therefore, firfl fubfift in beings ; and in the fecond place, whole and parts. Hence, the one pro
duces the firft by itfelf alone, but the fecond through the many. For firft natures, in proceeding 
from their caufes, always produce, together with their caufes, things confequent. Since, there
fore, the negations generate the affirmations, it is evident that the firft generates fuch of thefe as 
are firft, but the fecond fuch as are fecond. We may alfo fee the geometrical order which Plato 
here obferves: for that the one is not many, is affumed as an axiom, and as a common conception ; 
but that it is neither a whole, nor has parts, is collected through this common conception. And 
again, thaj the one has neither beginning nor end, is demonftratcd through the prior con-

5 clufion; 
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without figure 6 , therefore, for it neither participates of the round 7 figure 
nor 

clufion ; and thus always in fucceflion according to the truly golden chain of beings, in which all 
things are indeed from the one, but fome immediately, others through one medium, others through 
two, and others through many. After this manner, therefore, it may be logically demonftrated 
that thefe many are prior to whole and parts. 

if we wifh, however, to fee this in a manner more adapted to things themfelves, we may fay 
that the many, fo far as many, have one caufe, the one: for all multitude is not derived from any 
thing elfe than the one; fince alfo, with refpect: to the multitude of beings, fo far as they are in
telligible, they are from being, but, fo far as they are multitude, they fubfift from the one. For, 
if multitude was derived from any other caufe than the one, that caufe again muft neceifarily 
either be one, or nothing, or not one. But if nothing, it could not be a caufe. And if it was 
not one, not being one, it would in no refpect differ from the many, and therefore would 
not be the caufe of the many, fince caufe every where differs from its progeny. It remains, 
therefore, either that the many are without caufe, and are uncoordinated with each other, and 
are infinitely infinite, having no one in them, or that the one is the caufe of being to the many. 
For either each of the many is not one, nor that which fubfifts from all of them, and thus all 
things will be infinitely infinite i or each is indeed one, but that which confifts from all is not 
one: and thus they will be uncoordinated with each other; for, being coordinated, they muft ne-
cefTarily participate of the one: or, on the contrary, that which confifts from all is one, but each 
is not one, and thus each will be infinitely infinite, in confequence of participating no one : or, 
laftly, both that which confifts from all and each muft participate of the one, and in this cafe, 
prior to them, there muft necelTarily be that which is the fource of union both to the whole and 
parts, and which is itfelf neither a whole, nor has parts; for, if it had, this again would be indi
gent of the one ; and if we proceed to infinity, we (hall always have the one prior to whole and 
parts. To this we may alfo add, that if there was another caufe of the many befides the one9 

there would be no multitude of unities. If, therefore, there are many unities, the caufe of this 
multitude fo far as multitude is the one: for the primary caufe of unities is the on*, and on this 
account they are called unities. But the multitude of beings is from the multitude of unities j 
fo that all multitude is from the one. But whole and parts belong to beings : for, though whole 
(hould be the one being, it is evident that, together with being, it is a whole, though it fhould be 
the participated one. This alfo entirely confubiifts with being ; and though it fhould be being alone, 
this is immediately eflence. If, therefore, whole and part are beings, either eflentially or accord
ing to participation, thefe alfo will indeed be produced from the one, but from eflence alfo, if 
whole and part belong to beings. Hence, whole is a certain being. For all fuch things as par
ticipate of eflential wholenefs, thefe alfo participate of eflence, but not all fuch things as participate 
of eflence participate alfo of wholenefs. Thus, for inftance, parts, fo far as they are parts, par
take of eflence, but fo far as they are parts they do not participate of wholenefs. But if this be 
the cafe, eflence is beyond eflential wholenefs. And hence, the eflential whole participates of 
eflence, and is not the fame with it. Thus, alfo, if there is any wholenefs which is character
ized by unity, it participates of the one: a part however characterized by unity muft indeed 

vol.. ni. R neceflarily 
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nor the ftraight. Why not ? For the round figure is that, the extremities 
of 

ncceiTarlly participate of the one, but is not necefTarily a whole; fince indeed it is impoffible it fhould 
be, To far as it is a part. "Whole and part, therefore, are either effential or characterized by 
unity : for whole and part fubfift both in effences and in unities. The one, therefore, is beyond 
whde and parts, both the effential, and thofe characterized by the one : and not this only, but tht 
many alfo fubfift prior to whole and parts. For each, as we have fhown, is in a certain refpect 
many ; but the firft many alone participate of the one. The many, therefore-, are beyond whole 
and parls. 

And here it is neceffary to obferve, that in the firft part of this firft hypothefis Plato affume* 
fuch things as do not follow to the one confidered with refpect to itfelf. For we affert, that the one 
itfelf by itfelf is without multitude, and is not a whole, though there fhould be nothing elfe. 
But in the middle of (he hypothefis fuch things are affumed as do not follow, neither to itfelf 
with refpect to itfelf, nor fo other things; fuch, for inftance, as that it is neither fhe fame with 
itfelf, nor different from itfelf, nor is the fame with others, nor different from others : and after 
the fame manner that it is neither fimilar nor diffimilar, &c. And at the end fuch things are 
affumed as do not follow to the one wifh refpect to others alone; Where it is alfo fhown that it is 
neither effable, nor the object of opinion or fcience, nor is, In fhort, known by any other gnoftie 
power, but is itfelf exempt from all other things, both knowledges and objects of knowledge. 
When, therefore, he fays the one is not many, he does not fay that things different from the one 
are not the one, as denying them of the one, but that it has not multitude in itfelf; and that the 
one is not affo multitude together with the one, but that it is alone one, and One itfelf exempt front 
all multitude. 

* The caution of Plato here, fays Proclus, deferves to be remanced: for he does not fay that the 
one 18 impartible, (afiepsi), but thai it has no parts {pip* /-in e ^ o v ) . For the impartible is not the fame 
with the non-poffejion of parts-, fince the latter may be aiferted 6f the one, but the impartible not en
tirely. Thus the impartible fometimes fignifies a certain nature, arid, as it were, a certain form. 
Or rather, it is nothing elfe than a form characterized by unity; and in this fenfe it is ttfed by 
Timteus when he is defcribing the generation of the foul. But in the Sophifta he calls that which 
is truly one impartible : " for it is neceffary (fays he) that the truly one fhould be impartible.*' So 
that he there calls the fame thing impartible, which he fiiys here has no parts. Hence, if any thing 
has no parts, it is impartible, according to Plato ; but it no longer follows, that what is impart
ible has no parts, if each of the genera of being is either impartible, Or partible, or a medium 
between both. Thus, a point is impartible, not having parts, fuch as that which is endued with 
interval pofleffes : but it is not fimply impartible, as having no jpart; for the definition of a point 
receives its completion from certain things. But all fuch things as complete, have the ordfer of 
parts, with refpect to that which is completed by them. Thus, alfo, the monad is impartible, 
becaufe it Is not compofed from certain divided parts, as is every numbet which proceeds from 
it. Becaufe, however, it confifts of certain things which itiake it to be the monad, and to be 
different from a point, thefe may be faid to be the parts of the definition of the monad. For 
fuch things as contribute to the definition of every form are entirely parts of it, and fuch form 

is 
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of which arc equally diftant from the middle. Certainly. And the Araigh* 
figure 

is a certain whole paflive to the one, but is not the one itfelf. But the ftinply one alone neither fub
fifts from parts as connecting, nor as dividing, nor as giving completion to it * being alone tht 
we, and Amply one, but not that which is united. 

Plato alfo indicates concerning thefe negations, that they are not privative, but that they are 
exempt from affirmations according to tranfcendency : " for it is neceffarj (fays he) that it (hou!4 
not be many, but one." By this word necejptry, therefore, he indicates tranfcendency according t© 
the good. A s a proof of this, we do not add the word neceflary to things deprived of any things 
For who would fay it is neceflary that the foul (hould be ignorant of itfelf ? for ignorance is a 
privation to gnoftic natures. Thus alfo, in the Theaetetus, Plato fpeaking of evils fays, " it if 
tteceffary that they (hould have a fubGftence." At the fame time, alfo, by this word Plato indicate! 
that he is difeourfing about fomething which has a fubfiftence, and not about a nonTubfifting 
thing. For who would fay, about that which has no fubfiftence, that it is neceflary it fhouJd be? 

4 Here again we may obferve how Plato collects that the one neither poflefles beginning, nor 
middle, nor end, from the conclufion prior to this, following demonftrative canons. For, if the 
one has no parts, it has no beginning, nor middle, nor end ; but that which precedes is true, and 
confequently that alfo which follows. By taking away, therefore, that which precedes, he takes 
away that which is confequent. Hence, beginning, middle, and end, are fymbols of a more 
partial order: for that which is more univerfal is more caufal; but that which is more partial is 
more remote from the principle. Thus, with refpect to that which has parts, it is not yet evident 
whether it has a beginning, middle, and end. For, what if it (hould be a whole confiding only 
of two parts ? For the duad is a whole after a certain manner, and fo as the principle of all 
partible natures \ but that which has a beginning, middle, and end, is firft in the triad. But if 
it (hould be faid that every whole is triadic, in this cafe nothing hinders but that a thing which 
poflefles parts may not yet be perfect, in confequence of (jubfifting prior to the perfect and fhe 
whole. Hence, Plato does not form his demonftration from wfole, but from having parts. 

And here it is neceflary to obferve, with Proclus, that part is mukifarioufly predicated. Rir 
we call that a part which is in a certain refpect the fame with the whole, and which poflefles all 

(fuch things partially as the whole poflefles totally. Thus, each of the multitude of intellects is a 
part of total inteJlect, though all things are in every intellect. And the inerratic fphere is a patf 
of the univerfe, though this alfo comprehends all things, but in a manner different from the 
world, viz. more partially. In the fecond place, that is faid to be a part which is completive of 
any thing. Thus the total fpheres of the planets and elements are faid to be parts of the uni
verfe ; and the dianoetic and doxaftic powers are faid to be parts of the foul: for the former give 
completion to the univerfe, and the latter to the foul. .In the third place, according to a common 
fignification, we call a part every thing which is in any way coordinated with certain things to 
the confummafion of one thing: for thus each of us may be faid to be a part of the world: not 
that the univerfe receives its completion, as the univerfe, through us ; for it would not become 
imperfect from the corruption of any one of us i but becaufe we alfo are coarranged with the 
total parts of the univerfe, are governed in conjunction with aU other things, are in the world a* in 

R z one 
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figure is that, the middle part of which is fituated before, or in the view of 
both 

one animal, and give completion to it, not fo far as it is, but FO far as it is prolific. Part, there
fore, being triply predicated, Plato, having before faid that the one has no part, evidently takes 
away from it all the conceptions of part. For whatever has parts has multitude; but the on* 
has no multitude, and confequently has no parts whatever. But, if this be the cafe, it has no 
beginning, nor middle, nor end : for thefe may be faid to be the parts of the things that poflefs 
them, according to the third fignification of part, in which every thing coordinated with certain 
things is faid to be a part of that which receives its completion through the coordination of thofe 
things. 

* Plato might here have fhown, as Proclus well obferves, that the one is without beginning 
and end,'from its not pofleffing extremes, and its not poffefling extremes from its not potfefiing 
parts; but his reafoning proceeds through things more known. For, from its non-poffeffion of 
parts, he immediately demonftrates that it is without beginning and end, transferring beginning 
and end to bound, which is the fame with extreme. Infinite, therefore, in this place does not 
fimply fignify that which is negative of bound, but that which is fubverfive of extremes. As in 
the fecond hypothefis, therefore, he affirms the polfeflion of extremes, he very properly in this 
hypothefis, where he denies it, demonftrates the one to be infinite, as not having extremes, which 
are accuftomed to be called terms or limits. 

But in order to underftand how the ore is infinite, it will be neceffary to confider, with Proc?us> 
how many orders there are in beings of the infinite, and afterwards, how many progreffions there 
are oppofite to thefe of hound, hifnite, therefore, that we may begin downwards, is beheld in 
matter, becaufe it is of itfelf indefinite and formlefs ; but forms are the bounds of matter. It is 
alfo beheld in body devoid of quality, according to divifion ad infinitum: for this body is in
finitely divifible, as being the firft thing endued with interval. It is alfo beheld in the qualities 
which firft fubfift about this body, which is itfelf devoid of quality, in which qualities the more 
and the lefs are firft inherent: for by thefe Socrates in the Philebus characterizes the infinite. 
It is alfo beheld in the whole of a generated nature, i. e. in every thing which is an object of 
fenfe : for this pofTeffes the infinite according to perpetual generation, and" its unceafing circle, 
and according to the indefinite mutations of generated natures, which are always rifing into 
being and perifhing, in which alfo infinity according to multitude exifts, alone pofleffing its fubw. 
fiftence in becoming to be. But prior to thefb, the infinite is beheld in the circulation of the 
heavens: for this alfo has the infinite, through the infinite power of the mover; fince body fb 
far as body does not poflefs infinite power ; but through the participation of intellect body is per
petual, and motion infinite. Prior alfo to thefe, the infinite muft be affumed in foul: for in its 
tranfitive intellections it poffeffes the power of unceafing motion, and is always moved, conjoining 
the periods of its motions with each other, and caufing its energy to be one and never-failing. 
Again, prior to foul, the infinite is feen in time, which meafures every period of the foul. For 
time is wholly infinite, becaufe its energy, through which it evolves the motions of fouls, and-
through which it meafures their periods, proceeding according to number, is infinite in power: 

ifor it never ceafes abiding and proceeding, adhering to the one, and unfolding the number which 
meafures 
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both the extremes ? It is fo. Will not, therefore, the one condft of parts *, 
and 

meafurcs the motions of wholes. Prior to time, alfo, we may furvey the infinite in intellect, and 
intellectual life: for this is intranfitive, and the whole of it is prefent eternally and collectively. 
That which is immovable, too, and never failing in intellect, is derived from an eflence and power 
which never defert it, but which eternally poflefs a fleeplefs life; through which alfo every thing 
that is always moved, is able to be always moved, participating in motion of ftable infinity. No* 
does the infinite alone extend as far as to thefe : but prior to every intellect is much-celebrated 
eternity, which comprehends every intellectual infinity. For, whence does intellect derive its 
eternal life, except from eternity ? This, therefore, is infinite according to power prior to in
tellect j or rather, other things are indeed infinite according to power, but eternity is primarily 
power itfelf. From this firft fountain then of the infinite, it remains that we afcend to the 
occult caufe of all infinites whatever, and, having afcended, that we behold all infinites fubfifting 
according to the power which is there. For fuch is the infinite itfelf j and fuch is the chaos of 
Orpheus, which he fays has no bound. For eternity, though it is infinite through the ever, yet, 
fo far as it is the meafure of things eternal, it is alfo a bound. But chaos is the firft infinite, is 
alone infinite, and is the fountain of all infinity, intelligible, intellectual, that which belongs to 
foul, that which is corporeal, and that which is material. And fuch are the orders of the infi
nite, in which fuch as are fecond are always fufpended from thofe prior to them. For material 
infinity is connected through the perpetuity of generation. The perpetuity of generation is 
never-failing, through the perpetual motion of aether; and the perpetual motion of aether is 
effected through the unceafing period of a divine foul; for of this it is an imitation* The period 
alfo of a divine foul is unfolded through the continued and never-failing power of time, which 
makes the fame beginning and end, through the temporal infant or now. And time energizes 
infinitely, through intellectual infinity, which is perpetually permanent. For that which pro
ceeds according to time, when it is infinite, is fo through a caufe perpetually abiding, about 
which it evolves itfelf, and round which it harmonically moves in a manner eternally the fame. 
Intellect alfo lives to infinity through eternity. For the eternal is imparted to all things from 
eternity and being ; whence all things derive life and being, fome more clearly, and others more 
obfcurely. And eternity is infinite, through the fountain of infinity, which fupernally fupplies 
the never-failing to all eflences, powers, energies, periods, and generations. As far as to this, 
therefore, the order of infinites afcends, and from this defcends. For the order of things 
beautiful is from the beautiful itfelf, that of equals from the firft equality, and that of infinites 
from the infinite itfelf. And thus much concerning the orders of the infinite. 

Let us now confider fupernally the feries of bound which proceeds together with the infinite: 
for divinity produced thefe two caufes, bound and infinity, together, or in other words, fpeaking 
Orphically, aether and chaos. For the infinite is chaos, as diftributing all power, and all infinity, 
as comprehending other things, and as being as it were the moft infinite of infinites. But 
bound is aether, becaufe nether itfelf bounds and meafures all things. The firft bound, therefore, 
is bound itfelf, and is the fountain and bafis of all bounds, intelligible, intellectual, fuper-
mundane, and mundane, prefubfifting as the meafure and limit of all tilings. The fecond it 

that 
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and be many, whether it participates of a ftraight xxr round figure ? En
tirely 

that which fubfifts according to eternity. For eternity, as wc have before obferved, is cha
racterized both by infinity and bound j fince, fo fcrr as i t is the caufe of ncvcr-failing l i f e , and fo 
far as it is the fupplier of the ever, it hufinite ; but fb far a s it 13 the jneafurc of all intellectual 
energy, *nd the boundary of the life of intellect, terminating it fupernaUy, it is bound. And, in 
fhort, it is itfelf, the firft of the things mingled from bound and infinity. The third proceflioa 
of bound is beheld in intellect. For, Co far as i t abides in famenefs according to intellection, and 
polTttfles one life, eternal and t h e fame, it is bounded and limited. For the immutable and the 
ftable belong to a bounded nature; and, in (hort, as it is number, it is evident that in this 
refpect it participates of bound. In the fourth place, therefore, time is bound, both as proceeding 
according to number, and as meafuring the periods of fouh. For every w h e r e that which 
meafures, fo far as it meafures and limits other things, effects this through participating of the 
caufe of bound. In the fifth place, the period of the foul, and its circulation, .which is accom
pli (hed with invariable famenefs, is the unapparent meafure or evolution of all alter-motive 
natures. In the fixth place, the motion of aether, fubfifting according to the fame, and in the 
fame, and about the fame, bounds on all fides that which is difordered in material natures, and 
convolves them into one circle; and is itfelf bounded in itfelf. For the infinity of it confifts in the 
again, (« ret iratUv), but not in not reverting, (ou TA> avaxafjmreiv) : n o r is the infinity of i t fuch as 
that which fubfifts according to a right line, nor as deprived of bound. For the one period of 
aether is infinite by frequency (T« woxxauii i<rnv avrupos). In the feventh place, the never-failing 
fubfiftence of material forms, the indeftructibility of wholes, and all things being bounded, par
ticulars by things common, and parts by wholes, evince the oppofition in thefe of bound to the 
infinite. For, generated natures being infinitely changed, forms at the fame time are bounded, 
and abide the fame, neither becoming more nor lefs. In the eighth place, all quantity in things 
material may be called bound, m the fame manner as, we before obferved, quality is infinite. 
In the ninth place, the body without quality, which is the laft of all things except matter, as a 
whole is bound: for it is not infinite in magnitude, but is as much extended in quantity 
«s the univerfe. For it is neceffary t q call this body the whole fubject of the univerfe. In the 
tenth place, the material form which detains matter, and circumfcribes its infinity, and formlefs 
nature, is the progeny of bound, to which fome alone looking, refer bound and the infinite to 
matter alone and form. And fuch and fo many are the orders of bound. 

The infinite, therefore, which is here denied of the one, is the fame as the not having a bound, in 
the fame manner as the not having parts is the fame w i t h the impartible, when the impartible is 
afferted of the one. But if the one is neither from any other caufe, and there is no final caufe of 
It, it is very properly faid to be infinite. For every thing is bounded by its caufe, and from it 
obtains its proper end. Whether, therefore, t h e r e is any intelligible or intellectual bound, the one is 
beyond -all the feries of bound. But if the firft God, in the Laws, is faid to be the meafure of 
«11 things, it is not wonderful: for there he is fo denominated, as the object of defire to all 
things, arid as limiting the being, p o w e T , a n d perfection of all things; but h e r e he is fhown to be 
infinite, as being i»digent of no bound OT part. Tor all things aTe denied of him in this place, as 
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firely fo. It is, therefore, neither ftraight nor circular, fince it is without 
parts, 

of himfelf with refpect to himfelf. The one, therefore, is infinite, as above all bound. Hence this 
infinite muft be confidered as the fame with the non-poffeffion of extremes ; and the pofleflion of 
extremes is, therefore, denied of the *ne, through the infinite. For neither power muft be 
afcribed to it, nor indefinite multitude, nor any thing elfe which is fignified by the infinite. 

6 Parmenides firft take9 away many from the one; and this as from common conception : & 
the fecond place, he takes away whole, and the having parts; and this through the one not being 
many: in the third place, beginning, middle, and end; and this through not having parts. He 
alfo aflumes as a confequent corollary, that the one is beyond bound, which is coordinated with 
parts, and which makes the pofleflion of extremes. But bound is twofold : for it is either begin*, 
"ning or end. In the fourth place, therefore, he now takes away theflraight and the round, which 
in the fecond hypothefis he arranges after the pofleflion of extremes, and after the pofleflion of 
beginning, middle, and end. But before he fyllogiftically demonftrates the fourth, he enunciates 
the conclufion ; for he fays, " without figure therefore." For it is requiGte that intellectual 
projections, or, in other words, the immediate and direct vifion of intellect, fhould be the leader 
Of fcientific fyllogifms \ fince intellect alfo comprehends the principles of fcience. The pre-
aflumption, therefore, of the conclufion imitates the collected vifion of intellect; but the pro-
ceflion through fyllogifms imitates the evolution of fcience from intellect. And here we may 
perceive alfo, that the conclufion is more common than the fyllogifms: for the latter receive the 
Straight and the round feparately, and thus make the negation \ but the former fimply aflerts 
that the one is without figure. But thefe are the forms common to all intervals. For lines are 
divided into the ftraight, the round, and the mixed; and, in a fimilar manner, fuperficies and 
folids; except that in lines the ftraight and the round are without figure; but in fuperficies or 
rfolids they afe receptive of figure. Hence fome of thefe are called right-lined, others curves 
:lined, and others mixed from thefe. As it has been fliown, therefore, that the one is without bounds 
or extremities, it was neceflary that Parmenides (hould deny of it the ftraight, and the pofleflion 
of extremes. But that which is figured is a thing of this kind: for he aflumes boandaries 
comprehenfive of the things bounded, which alone belong to things figured. There is alft> 
another accuracy in the words, fays Proclus, which is worthy of admiration. For he does not 
-fay that the one is neither ftraight nor round •, fince he has not yet collected that k is without 
figure. For what would hinder it from having fome one of the middle figures, fuch as that of 
the cylinder or cone, or fome other of thofe that are mixed ? For, if we (hould give to the one 
fome figure from thofe that are mixed, it would participate both of the ftraight and the round. 
Thus, for inftance, if we fhould inquire whether nature is white or black, and (hould find that 
it is neither white nor black, it would not follow from this, that it is entirely void of colour : for, 
by the participation of both thefe, it would poflefs fome one of the middle colours; finoe the 
media are from the extremes. Plato therefore fays, that the one neither participates of the round 
nor the flraight, that it may not have either of thefe, nor any one of the media. This alfo is 
evident, that this conclufion is more partial than that which is prior to it. For, if any thing 
participates of figure, it has alfo extremes and a middle; but not every thing which has extreme* 

and 
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parts. Right. And indeed, being fuch, it will be no where 9 ; for it will 
neither 

^nd a middle participates of figure. For a line, number, time and motion, may poflefs extremes, 
all which are without figure. A tranfition likewife is very properly made from figure to the 
ftraight and the round. For it is poflible univerfidly to deny figure of the one, by fhowing that 
figure has bound and limitation. But the one does not receive any bound. Plato however was 
willing to deduce his difcourfe fupernally, according to two coordinations ; and hence from the 
beginning he aflumes after many, whole and parts, and again extremes and middle, Jlraight and 
round, in itfelf and /// another, abiding and being moved, &c. through this aflumption indicating that 
the one is none of thefe. For it is not poflible that it can be both oppofites, fince it would no 
longer remain one according to the hypothefis ; nor can it be either of thefe, for thus it would 
have fomething hoftile and oppofed to itfelf. It is however neceffary that the one fhould be prior 
to all oppofition, or it will not be the caufe of all things *, fince it will not be the caufe of thofe 
things which its oppofite produces. Proceeding, therefore, according to the two feries of things, 
he very properly now pafles from figure to the Jlraight and the round. 

But fince in the Phsedrus Plato denominates the intelligible fummit of intellectuals, which he 
there calls the fuperceleftial place, uncoloured, unfigured, and untouched, mull we fay that that 
order and the one are fimilarly unfigured ? By no means: for neither is there the fame mode of 
negation in both. For of that order Plato denies fome things, and affirms others. For he fays that 
it is eflence and true eflence, and that it can alone be feen by intellect, the governor of the foul; 
and likewife that the genus of true fcience fubfifts about it; becaufe there is another, viz. the 
intelligible order prior to it, and it is exempt from fome things, but participates of others. But 
he denies all things, and affirms nothing of the one: for there is nothing prior to the one, but it 
is fimilarly exempt from all beings. The mode, therefore, of ablation is different; and this, as 
Proclus well obferves, Plato indicates by the very words themfelves. For he calls the intelligible 
fummit of intellectuals unfigured; but he fays that the one participates of no figure. But the 
former of thefe is not the fame with the latter, as neither is the impartible the fame with that 
which has no part. After the fame manner, therefore, he calls that effence unfigured, but aflerts 
that the one participates of no figure. Hence it appears that the former, as producing, and as 
being more excellent than intellectual figure, is called unfigured. This, therefore, was fubordi
nate to another figure, viz. the intelligible: for intelligible intellect comprehends the intelligible 
caufes of figure and multitude, and all things ; and there are figures perfectly unknown and in
effable, which are firft unfolded into light from intelligibles, and which are only known to intel
ligible intellect. But the fuperceleftial place, being the fummit in intelligibles, is the principle 
of all intellectual figures; and hence it is unfigured, but is not fimply exempt from all figure. 
The one, however, is exempt from every order of thefe figures, both the occult and intellectual, 
and is eftablifhed above all unknown and known figures. 

i The Jlraight and the round here are to be confidered as fignifying progreflion and converfion : 
for progreflion is beheld according to the ftraight, which alfo it makes the end of itfelf. Every 
intellectual nature, therefore, proceeds to all things according to the ftraight, and is converted to 
its own good, which is the middle in each ; and this is no other than the intelligible which it con
tains* But things are feparated from each other according to progreflion, the proceeding from 

the 
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neither be in another, nor in itfelf. How fo ? For, being in another, it 
would 

the abiding, and the multiplied from the united. For progreJJUon is that which makes fome things firft, 
others middle, and others laft; but converfion again conjoins all things, and leads them to one 
thing, the common object of defire to all beings. In thefe two, therefore, each of thefe defini
tions is to be found, of which the intellectual Gods firft participate: for thefe are efpecially 
characterized by converfion. In the fecond place from thefe, fouls participate of the ftraight 
and the round; proceeding, indeed, after the manner of a line, but being again inflected into 
circles, and converting themfelves to their principles. But fenfibles participate of thefe in the 
laft place : for right-lined figures fubfift in thefe with interval, and partibly, and the fpheric form, 
which is comprehenfive of all mundane figures. Hence, Tinueus makes the whole world to be a 
fphere j but through the five figures, which are the only figures that have equal fides and angles, 
he adorns the five parts of the world, inferibing all thefe in the fphere, and in each other, by 
which he manifefts that thefe figures are fupernally derived from a certain elevated order. 

Thefe two alfo may be perceived in generations the round according to the circulation in things 
vifible i for generation circularly returns to itfelf, as it is faid in the Phaedrus. But the ftraight 
is feen according to the progreflion of every thing, from its birth to its acme; and acme is here 
the middle darkening the extremes ; for through this there is a tranfition to the other of the ex
tremes, juft as, in a right line, the paflage from one extreme to the other is through the middle. 
Thefe two, therefore, fupernally pervade from intellectual as far as to generated natures; the 
ftraight being the caufe of progreflion, but the roundof converfion. If, therefore, the one neither 
proceeds from itfelf* nor is converted to itfelf—for that which proceeds is fecond to that which 
produces, and that which is converted is indigent of the defirable—it is evident that it neither 
participates of the Jlraight, nor of the round figure. For how can it proceed, having no pro
ducing caufe of itfelf, neither in nor prior to itfelf, left it (hould be deprived of the one, being 
fecond, or having the form of the duad ? How, alfo, can it be converted, having no end, and no 
object of defire? Here, likewife, it is again evident that Plato collects thefe conclufions from 
what precedes, viz. from the one neither poffefling beginning, nor middle, nor end ; always ge
ometrically demonftrating things fecond through fuch as are prior to them, imitating the orderly 
progreflion of things, which ever makes its defcent from primary to fecondary natures. 

8 As the whole middle order of the Gods called intelligible, and at the fame time intellectual, 
is fymbolically fignified in thefe words, Plato very properly in the conclufion converts the whole 
of it. For, if the otie has figure, it will be many. He therefore conjoins figure to many through 
parts; but demonftrates that all thefe genera are fecondary to the one. So great, however, fays 
Proclus, is the feparation of the divine orders, that Plato does not attempt lo connect the nega
tions that follow in a regular fucceflion till he has firft converted this order to itfelf; conjoining 

figure to many, and indicating the alliance of all the aforefaid genera. In what order of things, 
however, the ftraight and the round fubfift, will be more clearly known in the fecond hypothefis. 

9 The difcourfe pafles on to another order, viz. to the fummit of thofe Gods that are properly 
called intellectual: and this he denies of the one, demonftrating that the one is no where; neither 
as comprehended in another caufe, nor as itfelf comprehended in itfelf. Before he fyllogizea, 

V O L . zix. s however* 



1 3 0 T H E P A R M E N I D E S . 

would after a manner be circularly comprehended by that in which it is, 
and 

however, he again previoufiy announces the conclufion, employing intellectual projections prior 
to fcientific methods ; and this he conilantly does in all that follows. 

It is here, however, neceffary to obferve, that no where is predicated moft properly and limply 
of the firft caufe. For the foul is frequently faid to be no where, and particularly, the foul 
which has no habitude or alliance with body : for it is not detained by any fecondary nature, nor 
is its energy circumfcribed through a certain habitude, as if it were bound by fuch habitude to 
things pofterior to itfelf. Intellect alfo is faid to be no where : for it is in a fimilar manner every 
where, aud is equally prefent to all things. Or rather, through a prefence of this kind it is 
detained by no one of its participants. Divinity alfo is faid to be no where, becaufe he is exempt 
from all things, becaufe he is imparticipable, or, in other words, is not confubfiftent with any 
thing elfe; and becaufe he is better than all communion, all habitude, and all coordination with 
other things. There is not, however, the fame mode of the no where in all things. For foul indeed 
is no where with refpect to the things pofterior to itfelf, but is not fimply no where ; fince it is in 
itfelf, as being felf-motive, and likewife in the caufe whence it originates. For every where the 
caufe preaffumes and uniformly comprehends the power of its effect. Intellect is alfo no where 
with refpect to the things pofterior to itfelf, but it is in itfelf, as being felf-fubfiftent, and, further 
ftill, is comprehended in its proper caufe. Hence, it is falfe to fay that intellect is abfolutely no 
where \ for the one alone is fimply no where. For it is neither in things pofterior to itfelf, as 
being exempt from all things; (fince neither intellect nor foul, principles pofterior to the one, are 
in things pofterior to themfelves,) nor is it in itfelf, as being fimple and void of all multitude ; 
nor is it in any thing prior to itfelf, becaufe there is nothing better than the one. This, therefore, 
is fimply no where; but all other things have the no where fecondarily, and are in one refpect no 
where, and in another not. For, if we furvey all the order of beings, wc lhall find material forms 
fubfifting in others only, and eftablifhed in certain fubjects: for they verge to bodies, and are in 
a certain refptet in a fubject, bearing an echo, as it were, and image of a thing fubfifting in 
itfelf, fo far as they are certain lives and eflences, and in confequence of one part fuffcring they 
arecopaffive with themfelves. With refpect to fouls that fubfift in habitude or alliance to body, 
thefe, fo far as they have habitude, are in another : for habitude to fecondary natures entirely in-
troduces, together with itfelf, fubfiftence in another; but fo far as they are able to be converted 
•o themfelves, they are purified from this, fubfifting in themfelves. For natures indeed extend 
all their energies about bodies, and whatever they make they make in fomething elfe. Souls 
employ, indeed, fome energies about bodies ; but others are directed to themfelves, and through 
thefe they are converted to themfelves. But fouls that are without habitude to body are not in 
other things that are fecondary or fubordinate to them, but are in others that are prior to them. 
For a fubfiftence in another is twofold, one kind being fubordinate to the fubfiftence of a thing 
in ivfelf, and arifing from a habitude to things fecondary, but the other being better than fuch a 
fubfiftence; and the former extends as far as to fouls that fubfift in habitude to body ; but the 
latter only originates from divine natures, and, in fhort, from fuch as fubfift without habitude. 
Divine fouls, therefore, are alone in the natures prior to them*, as, for inftance, in the intellects 

from 
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and would be touched 1 0 by it in many places: but it is impoflible that the 
one 

from which they are fufpended ; but intellect is both in itfelf, and in that which is prior to itfelf, 
viz. in thcuniiy which it derives from the one, and which is the vertex and fiower of its eflence. 
This no where, therefore, is by no means fubordinate to the fubfillcnce of a thing in itfelf. For 
how can the no where which oppofes a fubfiflence in fome particular thing be adapted to things 
which have their being in another r P>ut to thofe that have a fubfiflence in themfelves better 
than a fubfiflence in another, the no where is prefent indeed, but not fnnply : for cadi of thefe 
is in its proper caufe. But to the one alone the no where primarily and limply belongs. For 
the one is not in things pofterior to itfelf, becaufe it is without habitude or alliance ; nor in itfelf, 
becaufe it is the one; nor in any thing prior to itfelf, becaufe it is the firft. 

In the next place, let us confider the every where, and whether it is better and more perfect 
than the no where, or fubordinate to it. For, if better, why do we not afcribe that which is 
better to the firft, inftead of faying that the on; is alone no where ? But, if it is fubordinate, how 
is it not better not to energize providentially, than fo to energize ? May we not fay, therefore, 
that the every where is twofold ? one kind taking place, when it is confidered with reference to 
things pofteiior to it, as when we fay that providence is every where, that it is not abfent from 
any fecondary natures, but that it preferves, connects and adorns all things, pervading through 
them by its communications. But the other kind of every where fubfifts as with relation to all 
things prioT and polterior to it. Hence that is properly every where which is in things fub
ordinate, in itfelf, and in things prior to itfelf. And of this every where the no where which is 
now aflumed is the negation, as being neither in itfelf, nor in any thing prior to itfelf. This 
no where alfo is better than the every where, and is alone the prerogative of the one. But there 
is another no where coordinate with the every where, and which is alone predicated with refer
ence to things fecondary, fo that each is true in confequence of that which remains. For being 
is no where becaufe it is every where. For that which is detained in fome particular place, is in 
a certain thing; but that which is fimilarly prefent to all things is definitely no where : and 
again, becaufe no where, on this account it is every where. For, in confequence of being fimilarly 
exempt from all things, it is fimilarly prefent to all things, being as it were equally diftant from 
all things. Hence, this no where and this every where are coordinate with each other. But the 
other no where is better than every every where, and can alone be adapted to the one, as being a 
negation of every fubfiftence in any thing. For, whether the fubfiftence is as in place, or as in 
whole, or as the whole in its parts, or as in the end, or as things governed in the governing principle^ 
or as genus in /pedes, or us fpecies in genera, or as in time, the one is fimilarly exempt from all thefe. 
For neither is it comprehended in place, left it fhould appear to be multitude. Nor is it any 
comprehending.whole, left it fhould confift of parts. Nor is it a part of any thing, left, being 
in the whole of which it is a part, it fhould be a paflive one. For every whole which is paflive 
to the o'e, is indigent of that which is truly one. Nor is it in parts: for it has no parts. Not 
is there any end of it: for it lias been fhown that it has no end. Nor does it fubfift as in the 
governing principle : for it has been lhown that it has not any beginning. Nor is it as genus in 
fpecies, left again multitude fhould happen about it, through the compreheufion of fpecies; 

s 2 nor 
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one which is without parts, and which does not participate of a circle, 
fhould 

nor as fpecies in genera ; for, of what will it be the fpecies, fince nothing is more excellent than 
itfelf ? Nor is it as in time : for thus it would be multitude ; fince every thing which is in time 
flows; and every thing that flows confifts of parts. The one, therefore, is better than all the 
modes of a fubfiftence in any thing. Hence the negation of no -where is true : for a fubfiftence 
in fome particular thing is oppofed to no where', juft as fome one is oppofed to no one: fo that the cue 
will be no where. 

Again, too, Plato gives a twofold divifion to a fubfiftence in fomething; viz. into a fubfiftence 
in another, and into a fubfiftence in itfelf; comprehending in thefe two all the abovementioned 
celebrated modes which are enumerated by Ariftotle in his Phyfics; that if he can (how that 
the one is neither in itfelf, nor in another, be may be able to demonftrate that it is no where. But 
this being fhown, it will appear that the one is exempt from that order to which the fymbol of 
being in itfelf and in another pertains. It will alfo appear from hence that intellect is not the 
firft caufe : for the peculiarity of intellect: is a fubfiftence in itfelf, in confequence of being con
verted to itfelf, at the fame time that its energy is directed to fuch things as are firft, viz. to 
intelligibles and the otie. 

x o Let us here confider how according to Plato every thing which is in another, is after a 
manner circularly comprehended by that in which it is, and is touched by it in many places. 
Of thofe prior to us then, fays Proclus, fome have confidered the fubfiftence of the one in fome
thing elfe, more partially, alone afluming a fubfiftence in place, and in a veffel, and to thefe 
adapting the words. For that which is in place in a certain refpect touches place, and alfo that 
which is in a veffel touches the veffel, and is on all fides comprehended by it. This, therefore, 
fay they, is what Plato demonftrates to us, that the one is not in place, fince that which is in 
place muft neceffarily be many, and muft be touched by it in many places; but it is impoflible 
that the one fhould be many. There is however nothing venerable in the affertion that the one is 
not in place, fince this is even true of partial fouls like ours; but it is neceffary that what is 
here fhown fhould be the prerogative of the one, and of that caufe which is eftablifhed above all 
beings. But others looking to things fay, that every thing which being in a certain thing is 
comprehended by it, is denied of the one: and their affertion is right. For the one is in no 
refpect in any thing, as has been before fhown. But how does this adapt the words to the 
various modes of a fubfiftence in fomething ? For a point is evidently faid to be in a line as in 
mnother; fince a point is different from a line; and it does not follow, becaufe it is in another, 
that on this account it is on all fides comprehended by the line, and is touched by many of its 
parts. It may indeed be faid, in anfwer to this, that though the line does not circularly contain 
the point according to interval, yet it comprehends it after another manner: for it embraces its 
idioms. For a point is a boundary only ; but a line is both a boundary and fomething elfe, being 
a length without a breadth. A point alfo is without interval; but a line pofleffes interval 
according to length, though not according to breadth and depth. For, in fhort, fince a point is 
*ot the fame with the one, it is neceffary that the point fhould be many, not as containing parts 
sue* the manner of interval, for in this refpect it is impartible, but as containing mapy idiomj 

which 
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mould be touched by a circle in many places. Impoflible. But if it were in 
itfelf it would alio contain itfelf, (ince it is no other than itfelf which fubfifts 
in itfelf: for it is impoflible that any thing (hould not be comprehended 1 ' 

by 

which have the relation of parts, and which the line comprehending, may be faid to touch the 
point in many places. But that the point is not the fame with the one is evident; for the latter 
is the principle of all things, but the former of magnitudes alone. Nor is the point prior to 
the one: for the monad is one, and the impartible in time, or the now. It remains, therefore, 
that the point is pofterior to the one, and participates of it. But, if this be the cafe, it may 
poflefs many incorporeal idioms, which are in the line, and are comprehended by it. 

Thofe however who thus interpret the prefent paflage do not perceive how Plato aflumes a 
fubfiftence in a certain thing, and what he looks to among beings, when he denies this of the one. 
It is better, therefore, fays Proclus, to fay with our preceptor Syrianu*, conformably to that moft 
prudent and fafe mode of interpretation, that Plato denies thefe things of the one, which in the 
fecond hypothefis he affirms of the one being, and that he fo denies as he there affirms. In the 
fecond hypothefis, therefore, Plato indicating the fummit of the intellectual order, fays that the 
one is in itfelf and in another •, which evidently applies to that order, becaufe it is converted to 
itfelf intellectually, and abides eternally with a monadic fubfiftence in its caufes. For it is the 
monad of the intellectual Gods; abiding indeed, according to its tranfcendency, in the in
tellectual Gods, prior to, but unfolding into light the intellectual idiom, according to an energy 
jn and aboit, itfelf. The fubfiftence, therefore, in another is of fuch a kind as an abiding in 
caufe, and being comprehended in its proper caufe. This, therefore, is the circular compre-
henfion, and the being touched in many places, of which Plato now fpeaks. For, as this order 
is contained in its caufe, it is more partial than it. But every thing more partial is more 
multiplied than its more comprehenfive caufe ; and, being more multiplied, it is conjoined with 
it by the various powers of itfelf, and differently with different powers. For this is what is 
implied by the words " in many places j " fince according to different powers it is differently 
united to the intelligible prior to itfelf. To this order of beings, alfo, a fubfiftence in itfelf 
accords together with a fubfiftence in another. The multitude likewife of this order is nume
rous : for it participates of intelligible multitude, and has parts; fince it participates of the 
middle genera in the caufes prior to itfelf. It is alfo in a certain refpect circular i for it par
ticipates of the extremity of the middle orders, viz. of the figure which is there. Hence, it is 
neither one fimply, but many, nor impartible, but having parts, viz. incorporeal idioms ; nor is it 
beyond all figure, but is circular. And fo far as it is many, it is able to be touched in many 
things by the natures prior to itfelf; but fo far as it has parts, it is able to communicate with 
them in many places, and in a remarkable degreej and fo far as it is figured, it is circularly 
comprehended by them. For every thing figured is comprehended by figure. But the one 
neither has parts, nor participates of the circle; fo that there cannot be a caufe prior to it, 
which c rcularly touches it and in many places; but it is beyond all things, as having no caufe 
better than itfelf. 

1 1 Let us here confider with Proclus how that which is in itfelf poflefles both that which 
comprehends* 
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by that in which it is. It is impoflihie. Would not, therefore, that which 
contains be one thing, and that which is contained another? For the 
lame whole 1 a cannot at the fame time fuffer and do both thefe : and thus 

the 

comprehends, and that which is comprehended % and what both thefe are. Every thing, there
fore, which is the caufe of itfelf, and is felf-fubfiftent, is faid to be in itfelf. For, as felf-motive 
rank prior to alter-motive natures, fo things felf-fubfiflent are arranged prior to fuch as are 
produced by another. For, if there is that which perfects itfelf, there is alfo that which gjenerares 
itfelf. But if there is that which is felf-fubfiftent, it is evident that it is of fuch a kind as both 
to produce and be produced by itfelf. As, therefore, producing power always co oprehends 
according to caufe that which it produces, it is neceffary that whatever produces itfelf fhould 
comprehend itfelf fo far as it is a caufe, and (hould be comprehended by itfelf fo far as it is 
caufed ; but that it fhould be at once both caufe and the thing caufed, that which comprehends 
and that which is comprehended. If, therefore, a fubfiftence in another fignifies the being pro
duced by another more excellent caufe, k a fubfiftence in felf muft fignify that which is felf-
begotten, and produced by itfelf. 

i a Let us confider how it is impoffible for the fame whole, at the fame time, both to do and 
fufter: for this Plato affumes as a thing common and univerfally acknowledged. Will it not 
follow, therefore, if this be granted, that the felf-motive nature of the foul will no longer 
remain ? For, in things felf-moved, that which moves is not one thing, and that which is moved 
another-, but the whole is at the fame time moving and moved. To this it may be replied as 
follows: Of the powers of the foul fome are generative, and others converfive of the foul to 
herfelf. The generative powers, therefore, beginning from the foul produce its life; but the 
converfive convolve the foul to itfelf, according to a certain vital circle, and to the intellect 
which is eftablifhed prior to foul. For, as the generative powers produce a twofold life, one kind 
abiding, but the other proceeding into body and fubfifting in a fubject, fo the converfive powers 
make a twofold converfion, one of the foul to herfelf, the other to the intellect which is beyond 
her. Of thefe powers, therefore, the whole foul participates, becaufe they proceed through each 
other, and energize together with each other; whence every rational foul is faid to generate 
herfelf. For the whole participates through the whole of generative powers, and fhe converts 
as it were herfelf to herfelf; and neither is that which generates without converfion, nor is that 
which converts unprolific, but a participation through each other is effected. Hence both 
affertions are true, viz. that the foul generates herfelf, and that it is not poffible for the whole of 
a thing at the fame time both to do and fuffer. For though that which produces and that 
which is produced are one thing, yet together with union there is alfo difference, through which 
a thing of this kind does not remain unmultiplied. For the whole foul is indeed produced, but 
hot fo far as it produces is it alfo according to this produced; fince that which primarily 
produces is the generative power of the foul. Since however it is poffible in fome things for 
a certain part fo generate, and a part to be generated* as in the world that which is celeftial is 
faid to generate and fabricate, and that which is fublunary to be generated ; and again, not for 
a part, but the whole to be generated and generate in different times; and laftly, for the whole 

5 both 
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the one would no longer be one, but two. It certainly would not. The 
one, therefore, is not any where 1 s , fmce it is neither in itfelf nor in another. 

It 

both to do and fuffer in the fame time, but to do one thing, and fuffer another, and not the 
fame: for what if a thing (hould impart heat, and at the fame time receive cold, or mould 
whiten and be at the fame time blackened ?—on this account, Plato taking away all fuch 
Objections accurately adds the words, the wholes at the fame time, the fame thing, that it may not 
act in one part and fuffer in another, nor at different times, nor do one thing and fuffer another. 

Hence, fince that which is felf-fubfiftent is neceflarily divifible into that which is more excel
lent, and that which is fubordinate, for fo far as it produces it is more excellent, but fo far as 
it is produced fubordinate, it follows that the ane is beyond a felf-fubfiftent nature: for the one 
does not admit of divifian, with which a felf-fubfiftent nature is neceflarily connected. Indeed 
the one is better than every paternal and generative caufe, as being exempt from all power. For 
though according to Plato it is the caufe of all beautiful things, yet it is not the caufe in fuch a 
manner as if it employed power, through which it is productive of all things : for power fubfifts 
together with hyparxis or the fummit of eflence, to which it is at the fame time fubordinate. 
But of the natures pofterior to the one, fome being moft near to, and ineffably and occultly un
folded into light from it, have a paternal and generative dignity with relation to all beings, and 
produce other things from themfelves by their own powers. In this, therefore, they abound 
r re than, and confequently fall (hort of the fimplicity of, the one, that they generate felf-fub-
•'lent natures: for additions in things divine are attended with diminution of power. Other 
natures, therefore, pofterior to the one, being now feparated and multiplied in themfelves, are 
allotted the power of things felf-fubfiftent ; fubfifting indeed from primary caufes, but pro
duced alfo from themfelves. Thefe, therefore, are fufpended from the paternal and generative 
caufes of forms, but paternal caufes from the one, which is more excellent than every caufe of this 
kind, and which in a manner unknown to all things unfolds beings from itfelf, according to the 
principles of things. Hence, if this be the cafe, it is evident that every thing which gives fub
fiftence to itfelf is alfo productive of other things. For felf-fubfiftent natures are neither the 
firft nor the laft of things. But that which produces other things without producing itfelf is 
twofold j one of thefe being better, and the other worfe, than things felf-fubfiftent. Such, 
therefore, are producing natures. But of things produced from a generating caufe, felf-
fubfiftent natures firft proceed, being produced indeed, but fubfifting felf-begotten from their 
proper caufes. For they proceed from their caufe in a way fuperior to a felf-begetting energy. 
The next in order to thefe are the natures which are fufpended from another producing caufe, 
but which are incapable of generating and being generated from themfelves. And this order of 
things has its progreflion fupernally as far as to the laft of things. For if, among generating 
natures, that which generates itfelf alfo generates other things, but that which generates 
other things does not neceflarily generate itfelf, it follows that things generative of others are 
prior to fuch as generate themfelves: for things more comprehenfive rank more as principles. 

'3 Plato very geometrically, in each of the theorems, firft enunciates the propofition, after
wards gives the demonftration, and, in the laft place, the conclufion; through the propofition 

imitating 
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It is not. But confider whether thus circumftanced it can either ftand or 
be moved 1 4 . Why can it not ? Becaufe whatever is moved is either 
locally moved, or fuffers alteration15; for thefe alone are the genera of 

motion. 
imitating the collected and (table energy of intellect; through the demonftration, the progreflion 
of intellections evolving itfelf into multitude •, and through the conclufion, the circular motion 
of intellect to its principle, and the one perfection of all intellectual energy. This, therefore, 
which he does in the preceding theorems, he particularly does in this. For it pertains to this 
order, bo:h to fubfift from itfelf, and to abide in the natures prior to itfelf. The logical 
difcurfus, therefore, imitates the fubfiftence of this order in itfelf, but the conclufion, and a 
returning to the principle, a fubfiftence in another. 

1 4 Parmenides here proceeds to another order, viz. the vivific, from the intellectual monad, 
and evinces that the one is exempt from this. The idioms, therefore, of this vivific order are 
motion and permanency ; the former unfolding into light the fountains of life, and the latter firmly 
cftablilhfng this life exempt from its proper rivers. That it is not requifite, however, alone to 
take away phyfical motions from the one, Plato himfelf manifefts, by faying, " the one therefore is 
immovable, according to every kind of motion.* But all energy, according to him, is motion. 
The one therefore is prior to energy. Hence alfo it is prior to power, left it fhould poflefs power 
imperfect and unenergetic. Should it be afked why Plato places motion before famenefs and diffe
rence ? we reply, that motion and permanency are beheld in the eflences and energies of things: 
for proceflion is effential motion, and permanency an effential eftablifhment in caufes \ fince every 
thing at the fame time that it abides in, alfo proceeds from, its caufe. Effential motion and per
manency, therefore, are prior to famenefs and difference : for things in proceeding from their caufes 
become fame and different; different by proceeding, but fame by converting themfelves to that 
which abides. Hence motion and permanency rank prior to famenefs and difference, as originating 
prior to them. On this account, in the Sophifta, Plato arranges motion and permanency after being, 
and next to thefe fame and different. 

1 5 Plato, in the tenth book of his Laws, makes a perfect divifion of all motions into ten, 
eight of which are paflive. The ninth of thefe is indeed energetic, but is both motive and moved, 
moving other things, and being moved by a caufe prior to itfelf j and the tenth is energetic 
from itfelf, in that which is moved poffeffing alfo that which moves, being no other than a felf-
motive nature. It is however now requifite to make a more fynoptical divifion, that we may not 
phyfiologize in difcourfes about divine natures. Hence Plato concifely diftributes all motions 
into two. For that it is requifite not only to confider the propofed motions as corporeal, but 
likewife as comprehenfive of all incorporeal motions, is evident from his faying, " for thefe are the 
only motions." Both the motions of foul, therefore, and fuch as are intellectual, are compre
hended in thefe two, viz. lation and alteration, or internal motion. It is alfo evident that every 
vivific genus of the Gods belongs to thefe motions, fince all life is motion according to Plato, and 
every motion is comprehended in the two which are here mentioned. Let us therefore confider 
every thing which is moved ; and fiift of all let us direct our attention to bodies, cither as fuffer-
ing fome internal or fome external change : for that which changes one place for another fuf-

taint 
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motion. Certainly. But if the one fhould be altered from itfelf, it is impoflible 
that it fhould remain in any refpect the one. Impoffible. I t will not 
therefore be moved according .to alteration ? It appears that it will not. 

tains a mutation of fomething belonging to things external j but that which is generating or cor
rupting, or increafing, or diminishing, or mingling, fufFers a mutation of fomething inward. 
Hence that which is changed according to the external is faid to be moved according to lation : 
for a motion of this kind is local, place being external to bodies. But that which is moved ac
cording to fome one of the things within it is faid to fuffer internal change, whether it fuftains 
generation, or corruption, or increafe, or diminution, or mixture. Local motion, therefore, is 
prefent with divine bodies, fuch as thofe of the ftars, but they have no mutation according to 
eflence. For it is neceflary, indeed, that thefe fhould be locally moved, becaufe, as Plato fays 
in the Politicus, always to fubfift according to the fame, and after the fame manner, belongs to 
the moft divine of things alone; but the nature of body is not of this order. The celeftial bo
dies, however, being the firft of things vifible, poflefs a perpetual fubfiftence: for fuch things 
as are fit ft in every order poflefs the form of natures prior to themfelves. Hence thefe bodies 
are moved according to this motion alone, which preferves the eflence of the things moved un
changed. But, afcending from bodies to fouls, we may fee that which is analogous in thefe to 
local motion, and that which correfponds to internal change. For, fo far as at different times 
they apply themfelves to different forms, and through contact with thefe become aflimilated to 
their proper intelligibles, or the objects of their intellectual vifion, they alfo appear in a certain 
refpect to be multiform, participating by their energies of thefe intelligibles, which are always 
different, and being difpofed together with them. So far, therefore, as this is effected, they may 
be faid to be internally changed. But again, fo far as they energize about the intelligible place, 
and pervade the whole extent of forms, being as it were external to them, and comprehending 
them on all fides, fo far they may be faid to be locally moved ; Plato alfo in the Phaedrus calling 
the energy of the foul about the intelligible place, a period and circulation. Souls, therefore, 
are both internally changed and locally moved ; being internally changed according to that 
which is vital, for it is this which is difpofed together with, and is aflimilated to, the virions of 
the foul; but, according to that which is gnoftic, parting on locally from one intelligible to an
other, revolving round thefe by its intellections, and being reflected from the fame to the fame. 
Or we (hould rather fay, that fouls comprehend in themfelves the caufes of internal change, and 
of mutation according to place. In much celebrated intellect, alfo, we (hall find the paradigms 
fubfifting intellectually of thefe two fpecies of motion. For by participating the nature of the 
intelligible in intellection, and becoming through intelligence a certain intelligible itfelf, it is 
internally changed about the intellectual idiom. For participations are faid to impart fomething 
of their own nature to their participant. But by intellectually perceiving in the fame, according 
to the fame things, and after the fame manner, and by energizing about its own intelligible as 
about a centre, it previoufly comprehends the paradigm of local circulation. Every where, there
fore, we (hall find that motions are internal changes and lations, fubfifting intellectually in in
tellect, pfychically in foul, and corporeally and divifibly in fenfibles ; fo that we ought not to 
wonder if thefe are the only motions ; for all others are comprehended in thefe. 

V O L . I I I . T But 
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But will it be moved locally 1 6 ? Perhaps fo. But indeed if the one is moved 
locally, 

1 6 Parmenides palTes on to the other form of motion, viz. lation, and fhows that neither is 
the one moved according to this. He alfo divides lation into motion about the fame place, and 
into a mutation from one place to another. For every thing which is moved according to place, 
either preferves the fame place, fo that the whole remains intranfitive, and the thing itfelf is 
only moved in its parts; or it is moved both in the whole and the parts, and pafles from one 
place to another. For there are thefe four cafes : a thing is neither moved in the whole, nor in 
the parts ; or it is moved in the whole, and not in the parts ; or it is moved in the parts, and 
not in the whole ; or it is moved both in the whole and in the parts. But, of thefe four, it is 
impoflible for the whole to be moved, the parts remaining immovable j fince the parts from 
which the whole confifls are moved together with the whole. T o be moved neither in the whole 
nor in the parts belongs to things which (land (till. It remains, therefore, either that the whole 
is not moved, the parts being moved, or that both the whole and the parts are moved. The for
mer of thefe motions is produced by a fphere or cylinder, when thefe are moved about their 
axes *, but the latter is effected by a tranfition from one place to another, when the whole changes 
its place. It is evident, therefore, from this divifion, that fuch are the neceffary differences of 
motion. 

Thefe two motions are not only apparent in fenfibles, viz. the circular in the revolutions of 
the heavenly bodies, and a motion both according to whole and parts in the fublunary region, 
but they alfo fubfift in the natures beyond thofe. For a partial foul, through its afcents and de
scents, and its tranfitive energy according to length, contains the paradigm of motions both ac
cording to the whole and parts •, and intellect, through its intranfitive revolution about the intel
ligible, caufally contains the circular motion. And not only intellect, but alfo every divine 
foul, through its meafured motion about intellect, receives an incorporeal circulation, Parme
nides alfo, fays Proclus, when he calls being a fphere, in his poems, and fays that it perceives 
intellectually, evidently calls its intellection fpheric motion. But Timaeus, bending the progreflion 
ef the foul according to length, into circles, and making one of thefe circles external and the 
other internal, confers both thefe eternally on the foul according to a demiurgic caufe, and 
an intellectual period prior to that of bodies. Theologifts alfo, Proclus adds, were well ac
quainted with incorporeal circulation. For the theologift of the Greeks (Orpheus) fpeaking con
cerning that firft and occult God * who fubfifts prior to Phanes, fays, " that he moves in an 
infinite circle with unwearied energy." 

"O I'aTreif t<rtov Kara KUMXCV arfurus <poqoiro. 

And the Chaldsean Oracles affert that all fountains and principles abide in an unjlaggifi revolution. 
For, fince every thing which is moved in a circle has permanency mingled with motion, they 
are very properly faid always to abide in circulation, the unjluggi/h here fignifying immateriality. 
The motions, therefore, of incorporeal natures are comprehended in this divifion ; and fo the one 

* Viz. the ro w or the firft being of Plato, the fummit of the intelligible order. 
i s 
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locally, it will either be carried round in the fame circle, or it will change 
one place for another. NeceiTarily fo. But ought not that which is carried 
round in a circle to (land firm in the middle, and to have the other parts of it
felf rolled about the middle ? And can any method be devifed by which it i9 
poflible that a nature which has neither middle nor parts can be circularly car
ried about the middle ? There cannot be any. But if it changes its place17, 
would it not become fituated elfewhere, and thus be moved ? In this cafe 
it would. Has it not appeared to be impoffible that the one fhould be in any 
thing? It has. Is it not much more impoflible that it fhould becomefttuated 

in 

is fhown to be immovable, as being eftablifhed above all motion, and not as being partly im
movable and partly movable. 

J 7 That it is impoflible for the one to pafs from one place to another is evident, For either the 
whole muft be within both places; or the whole muft be without both j or this part of it muft 
be here, and that in the other place. But if the whole being without is in neither, it cannot be 
moved from one place to another. If again the whole is within both, neither again will it be 
moved from the former to the following place. And if one part of it is in this, and another in 
the remaining place, it will be partible, or confift of parts. But the one is not partible ; and con
fequently it cannot be in any thing. And here obferve, that though there may be fomething 
which is neither without nor within a certain thing, but is both without and within (for thus 
foul and intellect are faid to be in the world and out of it), yet it is impoflible for the whole 
of a thing to be in fomething, and yet be neither without nor within it. Regarding, therefore, 
the partible nature of foul, not only ours, but alfo that which is divine, we may fay that it pof-
feffes the caufe of a motion of this kind, fince it is neither wholly within nor yet perfectly with
out that which is the object of its energy. For the whole of it does not at once apply itfelf to 
the conceptions of intellect, fince it is not naturally adapted to fee thefe collectively, nor is it 
wholly feparated from intellect, but according to its own different intellections it becomes in a 
certain refpect fituated in the different forms of intellect, and introduces itfelf as it were into its 
intellections, as into its proper place. Hence Timreus does not refufe to call the foul generated, 
as he had previoufiy denominated it partible. For foul does not poflefs a collective intelligence, 
but all its energies are generated ; and in confequence of this its intelleclions are effentializcd in 
tranfitions. Hence alfo time is fo intimately connected with foul, that it meafures its firft ener
gies. Intellect, therefore, appears genuinely to contain the paradigm of a circular motion, pof
feffing as a centre that part of itfelf which abides, and which is the intelligible of intellect, but 
the many progreftions of forms from this Vefta as it were of itfelf, as right lines from the centre. 
But all its energies, which are intellective of intelligibles, have the relation of the one fuperficies 
running round the lines from the centre, and the centre itfelf. A divine foul, however, con
tains the paradigm both of a right-lined and circular progreflion j of the former, as proceeding 
about the intelligible place, abiding indeed as a whole, but evolving the intelligible by its tranfi
tions i but of the latter, as always fixing the whole of itfelf in the object of intellection : for, as 

T 2 a whole, 
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in any thing? I do not underftand how you mean. If any thing is becom
ing to be in any thing, -is it not neceflary that it fhould not yet be in it, 
fince it is becoming to be ; nor yet entirely out of it, fince it has already 
become ? It is neceffary. If therefore this can take place in any other 
thing, it muft certainly happen to that which poffeffes parts ; for one part 
of it will be in this thing, but another out of it: but that which has no 
parts cannot by any means be wholly within or without any thin .̂ It is 
true. But is it not much more impoffible that that which neither has parts 
nor is a whole can be becoming to be in any thing ; fince it can neither fubfift 
in becoming to be according to parts, nor according to a whole ? So it ap
pears. Hence it will neither change its place by going any where 1 *, nor 
that it may become Jituated in any thing ; nor, through being carried round 
in that which is the fame, will it fuffer any alteration. It does not appear 
that it can. The one therefore is immovable, according to every kind of 
motion. Immovable. But we have likewife aiTerted 1 9 that it is impoffible 

for 
a whole, it both abides and is moved. And in the laft place, a partial foul, by its motions accord
ing to length, clearly produces the incorporeal caufe of a right-lined motion. 

*8 Plato here collects all the aforefaid conclufions about motions and having before enumerated 
them in a divided manner, he makes one univerfal conclufion, teaching us through this afcent 
how it is always requifite in the vifion of the one to contract multitude into that which is com
mon, and to comprehend parts through the whole. For the things which he had before divided 
into parts receiving three motions, viz. internal mutation, the right-lined and circular progreflion, 
thefe he now feparately enumerates, by faying, that the one neither proceeds, nor is circularly 
borne along, nor is altered j and making an orderly enumeration, he recurs from things proxi
mately demonftrated to fuch as are prior to them, that he may conjoin the beginning to the end, 
and may imitate the intellectual circle. And here we may again fee that the propofition and the 
conclufion are univerfal, but that the demonftrations proceed together with divifions. For flable 
intellections and converfions contract multitude; but thofe which fubfift according to progreffion 
divide the whole into parts, and the one into its proper number. 

'9 The thing propofed to be fhown from the firft was to demonftrate that the one is unindigent 
of permanency and motion, and that it is beyond and the caufe of both. For the negation of 
permanency and motion cannot be applied to the one in the fame manner as to matter. F O T mat
ter participates of thefe merely in appearance. It is therefore applied to the one, as being better than 
both thefe. For, as fome one prior to us, fays Proclus, obferves, becaufe the one does not abide, being 
is moved, and becaufe it is not moved, being is permanent. For beingby its liability imitates the 
immobility of the one, and, by its efficacious energy, that which in the one is above tenfion and an 
eftab.iihment in itfelf. And through both thefe it is aflimilated to the one% which is neither. 

It 
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for the one to be in any thing. We have faid fo. It can never therefore 
be in fame. Why ? Becaufe it would now be in that in which fame is. 
Entirely fo. But the one can neither be in itfelf nor in another. It can
not. The one therefore is never in fame. It does not appear that it is. 
But as it is never in fame, it can neither be at reft nor ftand ftill. In this 
cafe it cannot. 'The one, therefore, as it appears, neither ftands ftill nor is 
moved. It does not appear that it can. Nor will it be the fame either with 
another20, or with itfelf; nor again different either from itfelf or from 

another. 
It is alfo beautifully obferved here by Proclus, that a thing appears to (land ftill, which is efta-

blifhed in another, but to be at reft, which is able to abide in itfelf. But Parmenides denies both thefe of 
the one, as not being in another nor in itfelf. Whether, therefore, there is a certain intellectual 
tranquillity which is celebrated by the wife, or myftic port, or paternal filence, it is evident that 
the one is exempt from all fuch things, being beyond energy, filence and quiet, and all the (table 
fignatures which belong to beings. 

But here, perhaps, fome one may fay, it has been fufficiently (hown that the one is neither 
moved nor ftands ftill, yet nothing hinders but that he may be called Jlability or motion. To 
this we reply, that the one, as we have before obferved, is neither both of two oppofites, left he 
(hould become not one, and there (hould be prior to it that which mingles the oppofites; nor is 
it the better of the two, left it (hould have fomething which is oppofed, and thus, in confequence 
of containing a property oppofite to fomething elfe, (hould again be not one, and not being one 
(hould confift of infinite infinites-, nor is it the worfe of the two, left it (hould have fomething 
better than itfelf, and this fomething better (hould again in like manner confift of infinite infi
nites. Hence Plato at length even denies the one of it, becaufe that which is firft is beyond all 
oppofition, and the one is oppofed to the many. 

Let it alfo be obferved that the firft permanency and the firft motion originate from them
felves, the one deriving from itfelf (table power, and the other efficacious energy; in the fame 
manner as every tiling elfe which is firft begins its own energy from itfelf. So that, when it is 
faid the one does not ftand, and is not moved, this alfo implies that it is not permanency, and 
that it is not motion. Hence, neither muft it be faid that the one is the moft firm of all (table 
things, and the moft energetic of every thing that is in motion : for tranfeendencies of participa
tions do not take away, but ftrengthen the participations. If, therefore, the o>>e does not in (hort 

fland, it is not mojt f i r m . For either moft firm is only a name, and afferts nothing concerning the 
one, or it m.mifefts that it is moft liable. And if it is not in any refpect moved, it is not mofi 
v/iergetic. For, if thefe words fignify nothing, they affert nothing concerning the one; but, if they 
fignify that which in the moft eminent degree participates of motion, the one will not be mod 
energetic. For energy is a certain motion. 

a o Plato here appears to charadlerife for us the whole demiurgic order, in the fame manner as 
the words prior to thefe characterife the vivific order, and thofe again prior to thefe, that which 
ranks as the fummit in intellectuals. Thefe things, indeed, as Proclus well obferves, appear in a 
moft eminent degree to pertain to the demiurgic feries, according to the Platonic narrations con

cerning 
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another. How fo ? For, if different from itfelf1', it would be different 
from 

ccrning it, and thofe of other theologifts; though, fays he, this is dubious to fome, who alone 
confider permanency and motion, famenefs and difference, philofophically, and do not perceive that 
thefe things are firft beheld about the one, and not about being \ and that, as there is a twofold 
number, i\z. fupereffential and eiTential, in like manner each of thefe genera of being firft fubfift 
in the divine unities, and afterwards in beings. They likewife do not fee that thefe are figns of 
the divine and felf-perfect orders, and not of the genera or fpecies only of being. 

Let it alfo be obferved that the genera of being fubfift both in the intelligible and intellectual 
orders, intelligibly in the former, and intellectually in the latter; and this is juft the fame as to 
aflert that in intelligibles they fubfift abforbed in unity, and without feparation, but in intellectuals 
with feparation according to their proper number. So that it is by no means wonderful if the 
intelligible monad comprehends the whole intellectual pentad, viz. effence, motion, permanency, 
famenefs and difference, without divifion, and in the moft profound union, fince through this 
union all thefe are after a manner one: for all things, fays Proclus, are there without feparation 
according to a dark mi/I, as the theologift** afferts. A&aKprrw iravrav ovruv xarct <rxoToeo-<rav ofxix>w 
QYKTIV o §io>.oyo<;. For if in arithmetic the monad, which is the caufe of monadic numbers, contains 
all thofe forms or productive principles which the decad comprehends decadically, and the tetrad 
tetradically, is it at all wonderful that among beings the intelligible monad fhould comprehend 
all the genera of being monadically, and without feparation ; but that another order fhould con
tain thefe dyadically, another tetradically, and another decadically? For ideas alfo fubfift in 
intelligibles, but not after the fame manner as in intellectuals; fince in the former they fubfift 
totally, unitedly, and paternally ; but in the latter with feparation, partially, and demiurgically. But 
it is every where neceffary that the number of ideas fhould be fufpended from the genera of 
being. If, therefore, intellectual ideas participate of the intellectual genera, intelligible ideas 
alfo muft participate of the intelligible genera. But if ideas firft fubfift tetradically at the extre
mity of intelligibles, it is neceffary that there fhould be a monadic fubfiftence of thefe genera 
prior to the formal tetrad. 

Let us now confider why Plato firft takes away from the one, motion and permanency, and after
wards fame and different. We have already indeed faid what was the caufe of this, viz. that 
motion and permanency are twofold, one kind being prior to fame and different, according to 
which every thing proceeds and is converted to its caufe, but the other being pofterior to fame 
and different, and appearing in the energies of beings. But we fhall now, with Proclus, affign 
the reafon of this, after another manner, from the problems themfelves. In this firft hyppthefis 
then, concerning the one, fome things are denied of it with refpect to itfelf alone : for multitude 
and the whole, figure, and the being in a certain thing, motion and permanency, are taken, away 
from the one confidered with refpect to itfelf. But fame and different, fimilar and diffimilar, equal 
and unequal, older and younger, are denied of the one both with refpect to itfelf and other things : 
for the one is neither the jame with itfelf, nor with others, and in a fimilar manner with refpect to 

* Viz. Orpheus. Agreeably to this, in the Orphic hymn to Protogonus, who fubfifts at the extremity of 
the intelligible order, that deity is faid *' to wipe away from the eyes a dark mi/2." 
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from the one, and fo would not be the one. True. And if it fhould be the 
fame 

different, and each of the reft. But that which is the objetl of opinion or fcience, or which can be 
named, or is affable, are denied of the one with refpect to other things: for it is unknown to all 
fecondary natures, by thefe gnoftic energies. Negations, therefore, being affumed in a triple 
refpect, viz. of a thing with refpetl to itfelf, of itfelf with refpedt to others, and of itfelf both 
with refpect to itfelf and others, and fome of thefe ranking as firft, others as middle, and others 
as laft, hence motion and permanency are denied of the one, as of itfelf with reference to itfelf, but 
the fame and different are denied in a twofold refpect, viz. of the one with reference to itfelf, and 
of itfelf with reference to other things. Hence the former are co-arranged with firft negations, 
but the latter with fuch as are middle. Nor is it without reafon that he firft difcourfes about 
the former, and afterwards about the latter. Thus alfo he denies the fimilar and the diffimilar, 
the equal and the unequal, the older and the younger, of the one with reference to itfelf and other 
things. He likewife through thefe takes away from the one, tffence, quantity, quality, and the when : 
for the fame and different pertain to effences, the fimilar and the diffimilar, to qualities, the equal and 
the unequal, to quantities, and the older and the younger, to things which exift at a certain time. 
Plato alfo, fays Proclus, denies the fame and the different of the one, knowing that Parmenides in 
his poems places thefe in the one being ; for thus Parmenides fpeaks—-

TafTov T * £v rauru) /AI[XVEI> xatf tauro rt xenon. 

i. e. Same in the fame abides, yet by itfelf fubfifts. 

It is neceflary, therefore, to fhow that the one which is eftablifhed above the one being, is by no 
means fame, and much more that it it is not different: for famenefs is more allied to the one than 
difference. Hence, he takes away both fame and different from the one, that he may fhow that 
it tranfeends the one being, in which both thefe fubfift according to the verfes of Parmenides, not 
confuting thefe verfes, but taking occafion from them to make this additional aflertion. For, if 
that which participates of famenefs and difference is not yet the true one, it neceflarily follows 
that the true one muft fubfift prior to thefe : for whatever is added to the one obfeures by the 
addition the unity of the recipient. 

4 1 There being four problems concerning fame and different, as denied of the one, Plato begin
ning from the former of thefe, and which are more eafily apprehended by us, proceeds through 
thofe that remain. But the four problems are as follow : The one is not different from itfelf : 
the one is not different from other things: the one is not the fame with itfelf : and the one is not 
the fame with other things. Of thefe four the extremes are the cleared: for that the one is not 
the fame with other things is evident, and alfo that it is not different from itfelf. But the other 
two are attended with fome difficulty. For how can any one admit that that which is one is 
not the fame with itfelf? Or how is it poflible not to be perfuaded, that it is not different 
from other things, Gnce it is exempt from them ? 

Let us then confider how the firft of thefe problems is demonftrated, viz. that the one is not 
different from itfelf. It is, therefore, demonftrated as follows: If the one is different from itfelf, 
it will be entirely different from the one. But that which is different from the one, is not one : 

4 for 
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fame with another 1 2 , it would be that thing and would not be itfelf; fo 
that neither could it thus be the one, but it would be fomething different from 

the 

for that which is different from man is not man, and that which is different from horfe is not 
"horfe; and, in fhort, that which is different from any thing is not that thing. If, therefore, 
the one is different from itfelf, the one is not one. And this abfurdity leads us to contradiction, 
that the one is not one. The one, therefore, is not different from itfelf. Some one, however, may 
doubt again ft this demonftration, whether it may not thus be fhown that difference is not different 
from itfelf; though indeed it is neceffary that it fhould. For every true being begins its energy 
from itfelf, as we have before obferved : and the Eleatean gueft, in the Sophifta, fays that the 
nature of difference is different from the other genera. But if difference is different from itfelf, 
it will not be difference-, and hence difference is not different from itfelf. May we not fay, 
therefore, that difference begins indeed its energy from itfelf, and makes itfelf different, yet not 
different from itfelf, but from other things ? For it is able to feparate them from each other, 
and, by a much greater priority, itfelf from them : and thus its energy is directed to itfelf, in 
preferving itfelf unconfufed with other things. It may alfo be faid, and that more truly, that 
difference fo far as it is different from itfelf is not difference : for it is different from itfelf through 
the participation of the other genera of being. So far, therefore, as it participates of other 
things, fo far it is not difference. Nor is it abfurd that this fhould be the cafe with difference: 
for it is multitude. But it is abfurd that this fhould be the cafe with the one: for it is one alone, 
and nothing elfe. 

2* This is the fecond of the four problems, which is indeed more eafily to be apprehended 
than thofe that follow, but is more difficult than the one that precedes it. Plato, therefore, 
confides in the affertion that the one receives nothing from other things. For this is an axiom 
of all others the moft true, both when applied to the one, and to all other caufes; fince no caufe 
receives any thing from that which is fubordinate to itfetf. For neither do the heavens receive 
into themfelves any thing of mortal moleftation; nor does the demiurgus receive any thing from 
the generation which is about the whole world; nor do intelligibles participate of multitude 
from the intellectual order, and the feparation which it contains. So that neither can the one 
be filled from the idiom of beings, and confequently it is by no means the fame with other 
things. For it would either participate of the things themfelves, or of things proceeding from 
them, or both they and the one would participate of fome other one. But both cannot par
ticipate of another one: for nothing is better than the one, nor is there any thing which is more 
one; fince in this cafe there would be fomething prior to the one. For the afcent is to the one, 
and not to multitude ; fince things more elevated always poflefs more of the nature of unity, as for 
inftance, foul than body. Nor does the one participate of things themfelves, fince thefe are worfc 
than it, nor of things proceeding from them: for it is at once exempt from all things, and is 
the object of defire to all beings, fubfifting as an imparticipable prior to wholes, that it may be one 
without multitude; fince the participated one is not in every refpect one. In no refpect, there
fore, is the one the fame with others. And thus it appears from common conceptions that the 
affertion is true. 

Ler 
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the one. It could not indeed. But, if it is the fame with another, muft it 
not be different from itfelf? It muft. But it will not be different2 3 from 

another 
Let us now confider the demonftration of Parmenides, which is as follows: If the one is the 

fame with any thing elfe, it will be the fame with that which is not one: for it is itfelf the one* 
Hence alfo it is at the fame time evident, that it is impoflible for the true one to be two: for the 
two will diifer from each other. Each, therefore, being one and differing from the other, each 
in confequence of poffeffing difference together with unity, will no longer be one. Hence the 
one is alone one. That, therefore, which is different from it is not one. Hence, if the one is 
the fame with another, it is clearly the fame with non-one: for that which is the fame with the 
one is one, and that which is the fame with non-man is non-man. If, therefore, the one is the 
fame with any other thing befides itfelf, the one is not one. But if not one it is different from 
the one; which was before fhown to be abfurd. Parmenides alfo adds, and it would be different 
from the one, that through the abfurdity proximately fhown the abfurdity of this hypothefis alfo 
may become apparent. Thus likewife it may be demonftrated that famenefs itfelf is not fame
nefs, if there is any inftance in which it is in a certain refpecl: the fame with difference, or any 
thing elfe befides itfelf. Thus, it may be faid that famenefs is the fame with difference, fo far 
as it participates of difference. If, therefore, it is the fame with difference, it is different, and 
not the fame. Nor is there any abfurdity in this: for in its own effence it-is famenefs, but by 
participation of difference it becomes different. It becomes however the fame with difference, 
through the participation of difference j which is moft paradoxical, that famenefs (hould become 
fume through difference. 

*3 Of the two remaining problems Plato again demonftrates the more eafy prior to the other. 
But it is eafier to deny that which is more remote from the one; and fuch is difference. But 
famenefs is more allied to the one; and hence it has a nature more difficult to be feparated from 
it, and requires more abundant difcuflion. The one then, fo far as one, does not participate of 
difference : for, if it did, it would be non-one. But every thing which is different from another 
is faid to be fo through difference. The one, therefore, fo far as one is not different, becaufe it 
does not participate of difference. For to be different alone pertains to that which is different 
from another, and not to the one; and fuch is that which participates of difference. But if the one 
is different through difference, it participates of difference. For the one is one thing, and different 
another; the former being denominated by itfelf, and the other with relation to fomething 
elfe : fo that different is not different by the one, but by that which makes different. 

But here a doubt may arife, how the one is faid to be exempt from all things if it is not different 
from them ? For that which is exempt is feparated from thofe things from which it is exempt. 
But every thing which is feparated is feparated through difference: for difference is the fource of 
divifion, but famenefs of connexion. In anfwer to this it may be faid, that the one is exempt and 
feparate from all things, but that it does not poflefs this feparation through difference, but from 
another ineffable tranfcendency, and not fuch as that which difference imparts to beings. For, as 
both the world and intellect fubfift for ever, but the ever is not the fame in both, being temporal in 
the former, and eternal in the latter, and exempt from all time ; fo intellect is exempt from the 
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another while it is the one. For it does not belong to the one to be differ
ent from another, but to that alone which is different from another, and; 
to no other. Right. In confequence, therefore, of its being the one, it will 
not be another ; or do you think that it can ? Certainly not. But if it is-
not different from another, neither will it be different from itfelf. But if 
not different from itfelf, it will not be that which is different; and being in 
no refpect that which is different, it will be different from nothing. Right, 
Nor yet will it be the fame 1 with itfelf. Why not? Is the nature of the-
one the fame with that offame ? Why ? Becaufe, when any thing becomes 
the fame with any thing, it does not on this account become one. But 
what then? That which becomes the fame with many things muff, ne-
ceffarily become many, and not one. True. But if the one and fame differ 
in no refpecl, whenever any thing becomes fame it will always become the 
one, and whenever it becomes "the one it will be fame. Entirely fo. If, 
therefore, the one fhould be the fame with itfelf, it would be to itfelf that 
which is not one; and fo that which is one will not be one. But this indeed 
is impoffible. It is impoffible, therefore, for the one to be either different 
from another, or the fame with itfelf. Impoffible. And thus the one will 
neither be different 2 nor the fame, either with refpect to itfelf or another. 

It 

world, and the one from beings; but the exempt fubfiftence of intellect is derived from difference 
which feparates beings, but that of the one is prior to difference. For difference imitates that which 
is exempt and unmingled in the one, juft as famenefs imitates its ineffable onenefs. 

1 This is the fourth of the problems,, that the one is not the fame with itfelf, neither as fame-
nefs, nor as participating of famenefs: and, in the firft place, he fhows that it is not as famenefs, 
For, if the one is famenefs, it is neceffary that every thing which participates of famenefs fhould 
according to that participation become one. It is however poflible that a thing fo far as it par
ticipates of famenefs may become many,, as is evident in that which becomes the fame with 
many qualities. Samenefs, therefore, is not the one. For, as that which becomes the fame with 
man is man, and that which becomes the fame with the white is white, and with the black, black, 
and, in fhort, in every thing, that which is the fame with any form entirely receives that with 
which it is faid to become the fame,—fo that which becomes the fame with many things, fo far 
as it is many, is the fame with them* But, fo far as it is many, it is impoflible that it can be one. 
And hence famenefs is not the one. 

a This is the common conclufion of the four problems, and which reverts to the firft pro
pofition. We may alfo fee that Plato begins from the different and ends in the different, imitating, 
both by the concifenefs of the conclufion and in making the end the fame with the beginning, 

the 
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It will not. But neither will it be fimilar 1 to any thing, or diffimilar either 
to itfelf or to another. Why not ? Becaufe the fimilar is that which in a 

certain 
the circle of intellectual energy. It is alfo beautifully obferved here by Proclus, that as difference 
in beings is twofold, or rather triple, viz. that of things more excellent, that of things fubordi
nate, and that of things coordinate,—hence in fupereflential natures tranfcendency muft be aflumed 
inftead of the difference which fubfifts in forms between the more excellent and the inferior; 

fubjttlion inftead of the difference of the inferior with refpect to the fuperior ; and idiom inftead of 
the feparation of things coordinate from each other. The one, therefore, tranfcends all things; 
and neither is the one different from other things, nor are other things different from the one. 
But if we employ fuch like appellations, and alfert that other things are different from the one, we 
(hould look to the imbecility of human nature, and pardon fuch aflertions. For that we cannot 
properly predicate any thing of the one, Plato himfelf indicates at the end of this hypothefis : 
at the fame time, however, we alfert fomething concerning it, through the fpontaneous parturition 
of the foul about the one. 

1 Parmenides, fays Proclus, panes from the demiurgic to the affimilative order, the idiom of 
which is to be alone fupermundane, and through which all the mundane and liberated genera are 
aflimilated to the intellectual Gods, and are conjoined with the demiurgic monad, which rules 
over wholes with exempt tranfcendency. From this demiurgic monad, too, all the aflimilative 
order proceeds. But it imitates the famenefs which is there through fimilitude, exhibiting in a 
more partial manner that power of famenefs which is collective and connective of wholes. It 
likewife imitates demiurgic difference, through diflimilitude, exprefling its feparating and divifive 
power through unconfufed purity with refpect to the extremes. Nor muft we here admit, as 
Proclus well obferves, that which was aflcrted by fome of the antients, viz. that fimilitude is 
r-emitted famenefs, and difftmilitude remitted difference. For neither are there any intentions and 
remiflions in the Gods, nor things indefinite, and the more and the lefs, but all things are theTe 
cftablifhed in their proper boundaries and proper meafures. Hence, it more accords with divine 
natures to alTert fuch things of them as can be manifefted by analogy. For Plato alfo admits 
analogy in thefe, in the Republic eftablifhing the good to be that in intelligibles which the fun is 
jn fenfibles. Similitude, therefore, and diflimilitude are that in fecondary which famenefs and 
difference are in the natures prior to them : and the fimilar and the diflimilar are the firft progeny 
of famenefs and difference. The equal, alfo, and the unequal proceed from thence, but prior to 
thefe are fimilitude and diflimilitude : for the fimilar is more in forms than the equal, and the 
diflimilar more than the unequal. Hence, they arc proximately fufpended from the demiurgic 
monad ; and on this account Tiinacus not only reprefents the demiurgus making the world, but 
alfo affimilating it to animal itfelf more thin it was before; indicating by this that the affimilative 
caufe prefubfifts in the fabricator of the univerfe. With great propriety, therefore, Plato proceeds 
to the aflimilative order after the demiurgic monad, taking away this alfo from the one. 

But the method of the problems is the fame as before: for here alfo there are four problems, 
viz. if the one is fimilar to itfelf; if the one is diflimilar to itfelf; if the one is fimilar to other things; 
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certain refpecl fuffers 1 fame. Certainly. But it has appeared that fame is 
naturally feparate from the one. It has appeared fo. But if the one mould 
fuffer any thing except being the one which //, it would become more than 
the one: but this is impoffible. Certainly. In no refpecl, therefore, can the 

one 

if the one is diffimilar to other things. But all the demonftrations, that none of thefe is adapted 
to the one, originate from famenefs and difference, the media, according to demonftrative 
rules, being the proper caufes of the thing. Hence, he often frames the demonftration from 
things remote, and not from things which have been proximately demonftrated. For things in a 
higher crder, and which have a prior fubfiftence, are not always generative of fecondary natures, 
but they perfect, or defend, or employ a providential care about, but are not entirely generative 
of them. Thus, for inftance, Plato demonftrates that the one is not a whole, and has not partsr 

from the many: for thence the intellectual wholenefs proceeds. He demonftrates that it has not 
beginning, middle, and end, from whole and parts : for the order characterized by beginning, middle, 
and end, is proximately produced from thefe. Again, he demonftrates that the one is neither 

Jlraight nor round, from beginning, middle, and end: for the Jiraight and round thence receive their 
generation. But he (hows that the one is neither in itfelf, nor in another, from that order, and 
not from figure, though according to progreflion this is arranged before it. And he demonftrates 
that the one neither ftands nor is moved, from not being in any thing, and from not having a middle, 
and from not having parts. Thus, alfo, in the demonftrations concerning fimilitude and diffimilitude, 
he derives the negations which are negative of the one from famenefs and difference: for the latter 
are the fources of progreflion to the former. 

1 The fyllogifm which furnifhes us with a proof that the one is not fimilar, neither to itfelf nor 
to another, proceeds geometrically as follows, Plato having firft defined what the fimilar is^ 
That, then, which fuffers a certain fomething which is the fame, is faid to be fimilar to that with 
which it fuffers fomething the fame. For, we fay that two white things are fimilar, and alfo two 
black, in confequence of the former being the paftive recipients of the white, and the latter of 
the black. And again, if you fay that a white thing and a black thing are fimilar to each other, 
you will fay that they are fimilar from the participation of colour, which is their common genus. 
The fyllogifm, therefore, is as follows : The one fuffers nothing the fame, neither with itfelf nor 
with another: the fimilar fuffers fomething the fame, cither with itfelf or with another: the one, 
therefore, is not fimilar, neither to itfelf nor to another. Such being the fyllogifm, Plato thinks 
that one of the propofitions alone requires affiftance, viz. that which afferts that the one does not 
fuffer any thing the fame, neither with itfelf nor with another. 

And here, as Proclus well obferves, we may fee what caution Plato ufes: for he does not fay 
if the one fhould fuffer the one, but if the one fhould fuffer any thing, except being the one which is, 
Xupt( rou iv tivai, for it is the one, and does not fuffer i t ; fince every thing which fuffers, or is 
paflive, is many. For he calls the participation of any thing a paflion. Does he not, therefore, 
in faying that the one fuffers nothing elfe, but the one which is, indicate in a very wonderful manner 
that even the one is fubordinate to the principle of all things ? which indeed he fays it is at the 
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one fuffer to be the fame, either with another or with itfelf. It does not 
appear that it can. It cannot, therefore, be fimilar either to another or to 
itfelf. So it feems. Nor yet can the one fuffer to be another; for thus it 
would fuffer to be more than the one. More, indeed. But that which 
fuffers to be different, either from itfelf or from another, will be diffi
milar either to itfelf or to another, if that which fuffers fame is fimilar. 
Right. But the one, as it appears, fince it in no refpedt fuffers different, can 
in no refpecl be diffimilar either to itfelf or to another. It certainly cannot. 
The one, therefore, will neither be fimilar nor diffimilar, either to another 
or to itfelf. It does not appear that it can. 

end of this hypothefis. He alfo indicates that the addition of this afTertion to the principle of 
things is foreign to it, though more allied to it than other things, becaufe it is not poflible to con
ceive any thing more venerable than the one. 

Should it be afked whence it is that what fuffers the fame is fimilar, we reply that fimilitude is 
the progeny of famenefs, in the fame manner as famenefs of the one. Samenefs, therefore, par
ticipates of the one, and fimilitude of famenefs. For, this it is to fuffer, to participate of another, 
and to proceed according to another more antient caufe. 

Let it alfo be obferved, that when it is faid that all things are fimilar to the one, in confequence 
of ineffably proceeding from thence, they muft not be underftood to be fimilar according to this 
fimilitude, but alone according to that union which pervades to all beings from the one, and the 
fpontaneous defire of all things about the one. For all things are what they are from a defire of 
the one, through the one; and in confequence of this parturition every thing being filled with a 
union adapted to its nature, is aflimilated to the one caufe of all things. Hence, it is not aflimi
lated to fimilars; left the ineffable principle itfelf fhould alfo appear to be fimilar to other things; 
but, if it be lawful fo to fpeak, it is aflimilated to the paradigm of things fimilar to this higheft 
caufe. Beings, therefore, are aflimilated to the one; but they are aflimilated through an ineffable 
delire of the one, and not through this aflimilative order, or the form of fimilitude. For the afli
milative which immediately fubfifts after the intellectual order, is not able to conjoin and draw 
upwards all beings to the one; but its province is to elevate things pofterior to itfelf to the in
tellectual demiurgic monad. When, therefore, it is faid that every progreflion is effected through 
fimilitude, it is requifite to pardon the names which we are accuftomed to ufe in fpeaking of 
beings, when they are applied to the unfolding into light of all things from the ineffable principle 
of all. For, as we call him the one, in confequence of perceiving nothing more venerable, nothing 
more holy, in beings than unity, fo we characterize the progreflion of all things from him by 
fimilitude, not being able to give any name to fuch progreflion more perfect than this. Thus alfo 
Socrates, in the Republic, calls this ineffable principle, according to analogy, the idea of the 
good ; becaufe the good, or the one, is that to all beings which every intelligible idea is to the pro
per feries fubfifting from and with relation to it. 

But 
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But fince it is fuch, it will neither be equal 1 nor unequal, either to itfelf 
or to another. Howfo? If it were equal, indeed, it would be of the 

fame 
1 After the aflimilative order of Gods, which is fupermuiulane alone, antient theologifts arrange 

that which is denominated liberated, the peculiarity of which, according to them, is to be exempt 
from mundane affairs, and at the fame time to communicate with them. They are alfo proxi
mately carried in the mundane Gods; and hence they fay that they are allotted the medium of the 
fupermundane and mundane Gods. This liberated order, therefore, Plato delivers to us in the 
fecond hypothefis, and alfo there fays what the idiom of it is, and that it is touching: for it is in a 
certain refpect mundane and fupermundane, being collective of thofe that are properly called 
mundane Gods, and producing into multitude the union of all the affimilative and fupermundane 
feries. Here, however, Plato omits this order, and paffes on to thofe Gods that are alone mun
dane; the reafon of which we (hall endeavour to aflign in commenting on the fecond hypothefis. 

The peculiarity, therefore, of the mundane Gods is the equal and the unequal, the former of 
thefe indicating their fulnefs, and their receiving neither any addition nor ablation; (for fuch is 
that which is equal to itfelf, always preferving the fame boundary ;) but the latter, the multi
tude of their powers, and the excefs and defect which they contain. For, in thefe, divifions, 
variety of powers, differences of progreflions, analogies, and bonds through thefe, are, according 
to antient theologifts, efpecially allotted a place. Hence, Timaeus alfo conftitutes fouls through 
analogy, the caufes of which muft neceflarily prefubfift in the Gods that proximately prefide over 
fouls : and as all analogies fubfift from equality, Plato very properly indicates the idiom of thefe 
divinities by the equal and the unequal. But he now very properly frames the demonftrations of 
the negations of the equal and the unequal from famenefs and the many, and not from the fimilar and 
the diffm'dar, though he proximately fpokc of thefe. For every mundane deity proceeds from the 
demiurgic monad, and the firft multitude which he firft denies of the one. 

Of this then we muft be entirely perfuaded, that the things from which demonftrations confift 
are the preceding caufes of the particulars about which Parmenides difcourfes; fo that the equal 
and the unequal, fo far as they proceed from the one, and fubfift through famenefs and the many, fo 
far through thefe they are denied of the one. Hence, Plato thus begins his difcourfe concerning 
them " But fwce it is fuch,1* viz. not as we have juft now demonftrated, but as was formerly 
fhown, that it neither receives fame nor different, and is without multitude,—being fuch, it is nei
ther equal nor unequal, neither to itfelf nor to others: for, again, there are here twofold con-
clufions, in the fame manner as concerning the fimilar and the diflimilar, and the fame and the 
different. But that the equal and the unequal are fufpended from the twofold coordinations of divine 
natures is not immanifeft. For the equal is arranged under the fimilar, and the fame,fubftflence in 
another, the round, and the whole ; but the unequal, under the dififimilar, the different, fubffilence in 
itfef, the ftraight, and the poffeffton of parts. And again, of thefe the former are fufpended from 
bound,zv\<\ the latter from infinity. Plato alfo appears to produce the difcourfe through certain oppo-
fitions, as it were, that he may fhow that the one is above all oppofition. For the one cannot be the 
ivorfe of the two oppofites, fince this would be abfurd ; nor can it be the better of the two, fince 

in 
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fame 1 meafures with that to which it is equal. Certainly. But that 
which is greater or lefTer than the things with which it is commenfurate, 
will pofTefs more meafures than the lefTer quantities, but fewer than the 
greater. Certainly. But to thofe to which it is incommenfurable, with 
refpecl: to the one part, it will confift of lefTer; and with refpecl to the 
other, of greater meafures. How fhould it not ? Is it not, therefore, 
impoffible that that which does not participate of fame fhould either be of 
the fame meafures, or admit any thing in any refpecl the fame ? It is im-

i n this cafe it would not be the caufe of all things. For the better oppofite is not the caufe of 
the worfe, but in a certain refpecl communicates with it, without being properly its caufe. For 
neither does famenefs give fubfiftence to difference, n o r permanency to motion ; but comprehen-
fion and union pervade from the better to the worfe. 

1 It is by no means wonderful that the demonftrations of the equal and the unequal, which are 
here affumed as fymbols of mundane deity, fhould be adapted to phyfical and mathematical 
equals, to the equals in the reafons of foul, and to thofe in intellectual forms. For it is neceffaTy 
that demonftrations in all thefe negations fhould begin fupernally, and fhould extend through all 
fecondary natures, that they may fhow that the one of the Gods is exempt from intellectual, 
pfychical, mathematical, and phyfical forms. All fuch axioms, therefore, as are now affumed 
concerning things equal and unequal, muft be adapted to this order of Gods. Hence, fays 
Proclus, as it contains many powers, fome of which are coordinate with each other, and ex
tend themfelves to the felf-perfect and the good, but others differ according to tranfcendency 
and fubject in—the former muft be faid to be characterised by equality, but the latter by inequa
lity. For the good is the meafure of every thing: and hence fuch things as are united by the 
fame good are meafured by the fame meafure, and are equal to each other. But things which 
are uncoordinated with each other make their progreflion according to the unequal. 

Since, however, of things unequal, fome are commenfurate snd others incommenfurate, it is 
evident that thefe alfo m u f t be adapted to divine natures. Hence commenfuration muft be 
referred to thofe Gods, through whom fecondary natures are mingled with thofe prior to them, 
and participate of the whole of m o T e excellent beings : for thus, in things commenfurate, the 
letter is willing to have a common meafure with the greater, the fame thing meafuring the whole 
of each. But incommenfuration m u f t be afcribed to thofe divinities from whom things fubor-
dinute, through the exempt tranfcendency of more excellent natures, participate of them i n a 
certain refpect, but are incapable through their fubjedtion of being conjoined with the whole of 
them. For the communion from firft to partial and multifarious natures is incommenfurate 
to the latter. If, indeed, the equal and the unequal are fymbols of the mundane Gods, the comment 
[urate and the incommenfurate are here very properly introduced. For in things incorporeal and im
material this oppofition has no place, all things being there effable ; but where there is a mate
rial fubject, and a mixture of form and fomething formlefs, there an oppofition of commenfura
tion very properly fubfifts. Hence, as the mundane Gods are proximately connective of fouls 
and bodies, form and matter, a divifion appears in them, according to the equal and the unequal. 

poflible.. 
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poflible. It will, therefore, neither be equal to itfelf nor to another, if it 
does not confift of the fame meafures. It does not appear that it will. 
But if it confifts of more or fewer meafures, it will be of as many parts as 
there are meafures; and fo again it will no longer be the one, but as many 
as there are meafures. Right. But if it ftiould be of one meafure, it 
would become equal to that meafure: but it has appeared that the one 
cannot be equal to any thing. It has appeared fo. The one, therefore, 
neither participates of one meafure, nor of many, nor of a few ; nor (fince 
it in no refpect participates offame) can it ever, as it appears, be equal to 
itfelf or to another, nor again greater or leffer either than itfelf or another. 
It is in every refpecl: fo. 

But what ? Does it appear that the one can be either older ' or younger, 
or 

* Plato having proceeded in negations as far as to the mundane Gods, always taking away 
things in a confequent order from the one, through the middle genera, or, to fpeak more clearly, 
the negations always producing things fecondary, through fuch as are proximate to the one, from 
the exempt caufe of wholes, he is now about to feparate from the one the divine eflence itfelf, 
which firft participates of the Gods, and receives their progreflion into the world •, or, to fpeak 
more accurately, he is now about to produce this eflence from the ineffable fountain of all beings. 
For, as every thing which has being derives its fubfiftence from the monad of beings, both true 
being, and that which is aflimilated to it, which of itfelf indeed is not, but through its commu
nion with true being receives an obfeure reprefentation of being ; in like manner, from the one 
unity of every deity, the peculiarity of which, if it be lawful fo to fpeak, is to deify all things 
according to a certain exempt and ineffable tranfcendency, every divine number fubfifts, or rather 
proceeds, and every deified order of things. The defign, therefore, as we have before obferved, of 
what is now faid, is to fhow that the one is exempt from this eflence. And here we may fee how 
Parmenides fubverts their hypothefis who contend that the firft caufe is foul, or any thing elfe of 
this kind, and this by fhowing that the one does not participate of time : for it is impoffible that a 
nature which is exempt from time fhould be foul; fince every foul participates of time, and ufes 
periods which are meafured by time. The one alfo is better than and is beyond intellect, becaufe 
every intellect: is both moved and permanent ; but it is demonftrated that the one neither ftands 
nor is moved : fo that, as Proclus well obferves, through thefe things the three hypoftafes which 
.rank as principles, viz. the one, intellect, and foul, become Jcnown to us («$ T S hoc rourcov ret; 
tpti$ apxiHots vTroaraaet; txoiptv av ywpipovs yeyeyn/xtvag.) But that the one is perfectly exempt from 
time, Parmenides demonftrates by fhowing in the firft place that it is neither older, nor younger, 
nor of the fame age with itfelf, nor with any other. For every thing which participates of time 
neceflarily participates of thefe ; fo that by fhowing that the one is exempt from thefe which 
happen to every thing that participates of time, he alfo (hows that the one has no connexion with 
time. This, however, fays Proclus, is incredible to the many, and appeared fo to the phyfiolo-

gifts 
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or be of the fame age i What mould hinder ? If it had in any refpecl: the 
fame 

gifts prior to Plato, who thought that all things were comprehended in time, and that, if there is 
any thing perpetual, it is infinite time, but that there is not any thing which time does not mea
fure. For, as they were of opinion that all things are in place, in confequence or thinking that 
all things are bodies," and that nothing is incorporeal, fo they thought that all things fubfift in 
time and are in motion, and that nothing is immovable ; for the conception of bodies intro
duces with itfelf place, but motion time. As therefore it was demonftrated that the one is not 
in place, becaufe it is not in another, and on this account is incorporeal,—in like manner through 
thefe arguments it is alfo fliown that neither is it in time, and on this account that it is not foul, 
nor any thing elfe which requires and participates of time, either according to eflence or accord
ing to energy. 

And here it is well worthy our obfervation, that Parmenides no longer flops at the dyad as in 
the former conclufions, but triadically enumerates the peculiarities of this order, viz. the older, 
the younger, and the poffeffion of the fame age, though, as Proclus juftly obferves, he might have faid 
dyadically, of an equal age, and of an unequal age, as there the equal and the unequal* But there 
indeed, having previoufly introduced the dyad, he paffes from the divifion of the unequal to the 
triadic diftiibution; but here he begins from the triad. For there union precedes multitude, 
and the whole the parts; but in this order of things multitude is moft apparent, and a divifion 
into parts, as Timaeus fays, whom Parmenides, in what is now faid, imitating begins indeed 
from the triad, but proceeds as far as to the hexad. For the older and the younger, and thepoffef-

fion of the fame age, are doubled, being divided into itfelf and relation to another. That the triad, 
indeed, and the hexad are adapted to this order, is not immanifeft : for the triple nature of foul, 
confifting of effence, fame, and different, and its triple power, which receives its completion from 
the charioteer and the two horfes, as we learn from the Phaedrus, evince its alliance with the 
triad; and its effence being combined from both thefe fhows its natural alliance with the hexad. 

And here it is neceffary to obferve, that as the difcourfe is about divine fouls who are deified 
by always participating of the Gods, time according to its firft fubfiftence pertains to thefe fouls,— 
not that which proceeds into the apparent, but that which is liberated, and without habitude; 
and this is the time which is now denied of the one. All the periods of fouls, their harmonious 
motions about the intelligible, and their circulations, are meafured by this time. For it has a 
fupernal origin, imitates eternity, and connects, evolves, and perfects every motion, whether 
vital, or pertaining to foul, or in whatever other manner it may be faid to fubfift. This time 
alfo is indeed efTentially an intellect; but it is the caufe to divine fouls of their harmonic and 
infinite motion about the intelligible, through which thefe likewife are led to the older and to the 
fame age: and this in a twofold refpect. For the older in thefe with refpecl to themfelves takes 
place, fo far as with their more excellent powers they more enjoy the infinity of time, and par
ticipate it more abundantly : for they are not filled with fimilar perfection from more divine 
natures, according to all their powers, but with fome more, and with others lefs. But that 
is faid to be older which participates more of time. That which is older in thefe divine fouls 
ivith refpecl to other things is effected fo far as fome of thefe receive the whole meafure of time, 
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fame ' age, either with itfelf or with another, it would participate equally 
of time and fimilitude, which we have neverthelefs afferted the one does not 

participate, 
and the whole of its extenfion proceeding to fouls, but others are meafured by more partial 
periods. Thofe, therefore, are older, whofe period is more total, and is extended to a longer 
time. They may alfo be faid to be older atid at the fame time younger with refpecl to themfelves, by 
becoming hoary as it were above, through extending themfelves to the whole power of time, but 
fuvemlc beneath, by enjoying time more partially. But, as with refpecl to others, they may be faid' 
to be oldtr and at the fame time yircnger, according to a fubjeclion of energy; for that which has; 

its circulation meafured by a letter period is younger than that whofe circulation is meafured by a 
more extended period. Again, among things coordinate, that which has the fame participation 
and the fame meafure of perfection with others may be faid to be of the fame age with rtfelf and 
others. But every divine foul, though its own period is meafured according to one time, and that 
of the body which rs fufpended from it according to another, yet rt has an equal reftrttrtion to the 
fame condition; itfelf always according tfv its own time, and its body alfo according to its time; 
Hence, again, it is of the fame age with rtfelf and its body, according to the analogous. 

By thus interpreting what is now faid of the one, we fhall accord with Plato, in the Timaeus, 
who there evinces that time is the meafure of every franfitive life, and who fays that foul is the 
origin of a divine and wife life through the whole of time. And we fhall alfo accord with hi* 
aiferrion in the Phxdrus, that fouls fee true being through time, becaufe they perceive temporally, 
and not eternally. 

1 Plato here demonflrates that the one is neither okler nor younger than- itfelf, or another. For,, 
it was neceflary to fhow that the one is beyond every divine foul, prior to other fouls, m the fame 
manner as it is demonftrated to be prior to true beings, and to be the caufe of all things. Nor muft 
it be on this account admitted that the one comprehends in itfelf the caufes of all things, and* 
through this is multitude. For every caufe is the caufe of one particular property ; as, for in*-
ftance, animal itfelf is the caufe alone to animals of a fubfiftence as animals; and, in the fame' 
manner, every intelligible produces other things, according to its idiom alone. The one, there
fore, is the caufe of unities, and of union to alt things ; and all things are rhence derived, either as-
being unities, or as compofed from certain unities: for being itfelf, and, in fliort, every thing, is 
either as one, or as eonftfting from certain unities. For, if it is unitedy it is evident that it confifts-
from certain things ; and if thefe are unities the confequence is manifeft : but if they are things-
united, we muft again pafs on to the things from whkh they are compofed, and thus proceeding, 
ad infinitum, we muft end in certain unities, from which, as elements, that which is united 
confifts. Hence it follows that all things are either unifies or numbers. For that which is noc 
a unity, but ttnited, if it confifts from certain definite unities, is number, and this will be the firft 
number, fubfifting from things indivifible: for every unity is indivifible. But the number of 
beings is from beings, and not from things indivifible. So that, if there is a certain caufe of beings, 
it is the caufe of all beings; but if there is a certain caufe of the unities from which all things 
confift, it is indeed the caufe of all things: for there is no longer any thing which is not either a 
unity, or compofed from unities. Hence, it is not proper to fay that the caufes of all things are 
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participate. We have aflerted fo. And this alfo we have faid, that it nei
ther participates of diffimilitude nor inequality. Entirely fo. How, there
fore, being fuch, can it either be older or younger than any thing, or pofTefs 
the fame age with any thing ? It can in no refpecl. The one, therefore, 
will neither be younger nor older, nor will it be of the fame age, either 
with itfelf or with another. It does not appear that it will. Will it not, 
therefore, be impoflible that the one mould be at all in time, if it be fuchf 
Or, is it not neceffary that, if any thing is in time, it fhould always become 
older than itfelf? It is necefTary. But is not that which is older always, 
older than the younger ? What then ? That, therefore, which is becoming 
to be older than itfelf, is at the fame time becoming to be younger than 
itfelf, if it is about to have that through which it may become older. How; 
do you fay ? Thus: It is requifite that nothing fhould fubfift in becoming 
to be different from another, when it is already different, but that it fhould 

in the one, nor, without faying this, to think that the one is the caufe of certain things, as of 
unities, and is not at the fame time the caufe of all things. Since, therefore, it is the caufe of 
every divine foul, fo far as thefe derive their fubfiftence as well as all beings from the divine uni
ties, with great propriety is it neceffary to fhow that the one is beyond the order of deified fouls: 
for thefe fouls fo far as they are intellectual have intellect for their caufe; fo far as they are 
cffences, they originate from intellect; and fo far as they have the form of unity, they are derived 
from the one ; receiving their hypoftafis from this, fo far as each is a multitude confifting of cer
tain unities, and of thefe as elements. 

x That which participates of time is twofold, the one proceeding, as it were, in a right line, 
and beginning from*one thing, and ending in another; but the other proceeding circularly, and 
having its motion from the fame to the fame, to which both the beginning and the end are the 
fame, and the motion is unceafing, every thing in it being both beginning and end. That* 
therefore, which energizes circularly, participates of time periodically : and fo far as it departs 
from the beginning it becomes older, but fo far as it approaches to the end it becomes younger. 
For, becoming nearer the end, it becomes nearer to its proper beginning ; but that which becomes 
nearer to its beginning becomes younger. Hence, that which circularly approaches to the end 
becomes younger, the fame alfo according to the fame becoming older; for that which approxi
mates to its end proceeds to that which is cider. That to which the beginning, therefore, is 
one thing, and the end another, to this the younger is different from the older; but that to 
which the beginning and the end are the fame, is in no refpect older than younger, but, as Plato 
fays, at the fame time becomes younger and older than itfelf. Every thing, therefore, which 
participates of time, if it becomes both older and younger than itfelf, is circularly moved. But 
divine fouls are of this kind: for they participate of time, and the time of their proper motion is 
periodical. 
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be now different from that which is different, have been from that which? 
waf, and will be from that which is to be hereafter: but from that which is* 
becoming to be different, it ought neither to have been, nor to be hereafterr 

nor to be, but to fubfift in becoming to be different, and no otherwife. It is 
neceffary. But the older differs from the younger, and no other. Certainly. 
Hence, that which is becoming to be older than itfelf, muft neceffarily at 
the fame time fubfift in becoming to be younger than itfelf. It fcems fo. 
But likewife it ought not to fubfift in becoming to be in a longer time than-
itfelf, nor yet in a fhorter ; but in a time equal to itfelf it fhould fubfift in 
becoming to be, fhould be, have been, and be hereafter. For thefe are ne
ceffary. It is neceffary, therefore, as "it appears, that fuch things as are in 
time, and participate an affection of this kind, fhould each one pofTefs the 
fame age with itfelf, and fhould fubfift in becoming to be both older and 
younger than itfelf. It feems fb. But no one of thefe paffions belongs to» 
the one. None. Neither, therefore, is time prefent with it, nor does it 
fubfift 1 in any time. It does not, indeed, according to the decifions of rea
fon. What then ? Do not the terms it was % // has been, it did become, feem 

to 

* As the one is not in time, becaufe it is not in morion, fo neither is it in eternity, becaufe it is, 
not in permanency : for eternity abides, as Timaeus fays. 

3 This divifion of time, fays Proclus, accords with the multitude of the divine genera which 
are fufpended from divine fouls, viz. with angels, daemons and heroes. And, in the firft place, 
this divifion proceeds to them fupernally, according to a triadic distribution into the prefent, pajt, 
and future \ and, in the next place, according to a distribution into nine, each of thefe three tfeing 
again fubdivided into three. For the monad of fouls is united to the one whole of time, but this 
is participated fecondarily by the multitude of fouls. And of this multitude thofe participate of 
this whole totally, that fubfift according to the pnfl, or the prefent, or the future ; but thofe partici
pate it partially, that are eflentiahzed according to the differences of thefe: for to each of the 
wholes a multitude is coordinated, divided into things firft, middle, and laft. For a certain mul
titude fubfifts in conjunction with that which is eftablifhed according to the paft, the futnmit of 
which is according to the was, but the middle according to it has been, and the end according to 
it did become. With that alfo which is eftablifhed according to the prefent, there is another mul
titude, the principal part of which is characterized by the is, the middle by it is generated, and the 
end by it is becoming to be. Ami there is another triad with that which fubfifts according to the 
future, the mojl elevated part of which is characterized by the •will be, that which ranks in the 
middle, by it tniy become, and the end, by it will be generated. And thus there will be three triads 
proximately fufpended from thefe three wholeneffes, but all thefe are fufpended from their monad. 

AU 
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to fignify the participation of the time part ? Certainly. And do not the 
terms it will be, it may become, and // will be generated, fignify that which 
All thefe orders which are diftributed according to the parts of time, energize according to the 
whole of time, this whole containing in itfelf triple powers, one of which is perfeclive of all 
motion, the fecond cottnetls and guards things which are governed by it, and the third unfolds 
divine natures into light. For as all fuch things as are not eternal are led round in a circle, the 
wholeness or the mon.d of time perfects and connects their effence, and difclofes to them the 
united infinity of eternity, evolving the contracted multitude which fubfifts in eternal natures ; 
whence alfo this apparent time, as Timaeus fays, unfolds to us the meafures of divine periods,, 
perfects fenfibles, and guards things which are generated in their proper numbers. Time, there
fore, poflefles triple powers prior to fouls, viz. the perfeclive, the connective, and the unfolding, 
according to a fimilitude to eternity. For eternity, pofllfiing a middle order in intelligibles, per

fects the order pofterior to itfelf, fupplying it with union, but unfolds into light that which is prior 
to itfelf, producing into multitude its ineffable union, and connects the middle bond of intelligi
bles, and guards all things intranfitively through its power. Time, therefore, receiving fuper
nally the triple powers of eternity, imparts them to fouls. Eternity, however, poflefles this triad 
unitedly; but time unitedly, and at the fame time diftributively ; and fouls diftributively alone. 
Hence,- of fouls, fome are characterized according to one, and others according to another power 
of time; fome imitating its unfolding, others its perfeclive, and others its connective power. Thu* 
alfo with refpect to the Fates, fome of thefe being adapted to give completion and perfection to 
things, are faid to fing the-pad, always indeed energizing, and always finging, their fongs being; 
intellections and fabricative energies about the world: for the pafil is the fource of completion. 
Others again of thefe are adapted to conned things prefent: for they guard the eflence and the 
generation of thefe. And others are adapted to unfold the future : for they lead into eflence and 
to an end that which as yet is not. 

We may alfo fay, fince there is an order of fouls more excellent than ours divided into fuchv-
as are firft, fuch as are middle, and fuch as are laft, the moft total of thefe are adapted to the pafil. 
For, as this comprehends in itfelf the prefent and the future, fo thefe fouls comprehend in them
felves the reft* But fouls of a middle rank are adapted to the prefent: for this was once future, 
but is not yet the pafl. As, therefore, the prefent contains in itfelf the future, fo thefe middle 
fouls comprehend thofe pofterior, but are comprehended in thofe prior to themfelves. And fouls 
of the third o r d e r correfpond to thefuture : for this does not proceed through the prefent, nor has-
become the pafl, but is tlx future alone ; jnft as thefe third fouls are of themfelves alone, but, through 
falling into a moft partial fubfiftence, are by no means comprehenfive of others; for they con
volve the boundary-according to a triadic divifion of the genera pofterior to the Gods. 

The whole of the firft triad, therefore, has in common the once,, for this .is the peculiarity of 
the paft, and of completion; but it is divided into the was, it was generated^ and it did become. 
Again, therefore, of thefe three, the was fignifies the fummit of the triad, bounded according to-
hyparxis itfelf; but ;f was generated, fignifies an at-once-collected perfection ; and it did become, an 
extenfion in being perfected ; thefe things being imitations of intelligibles. For the was is an 
imitation of being, it was generated, of eternity, and // did become, of that which is primarily eternal; 
for being is derived to all things from the firft of thefe; a fubfiftence at once as all and a whole 
from the fecond, and an extenfion into multitude from the third. 

is 
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is about to be hereafter ? Certainly. But are not the terms // is, and it is 
becoming to be, marks of the prefent time ? Entirely fo. If then the one 
participates 1 in no refpecl of any time, it neither ever was, nor has been, 
nor did become: nor is it now generated, nor is becoming to be, nor is, nor 
may become hereafter, nor will be generated, nor will be. It is moft true. 
Is it poflible, therefore, that any thing can participate of eflence *, except 

1 It is not immanifeft how the fyllogifm proceeds in what is now faid: The one participates 
of no time; but every thing which once fubfifted was, or has been, or did become \ every thing 
which fubfifts according to the prefent is, or is generated, or is becoming to be; and every thing 
which fubfifts according to the future will be, or may bicome, or will be generated- But all thefe 
diftribute the wholenefs of time. The one, therefore, is exempt from, and is expanded above, this 
temporal triad and the unity from which it is fufpended. From all, therefore, that has been faid, 
it is requifite, as Proclus juftly obferves, to collect this one thing, that the one is eftablifhed 
above every divine effence characterize^ by the nature of foul, and which always energizes 
after the fame manner, fuch as are the fouls of the more excellent genera, wliethcr the divifion 
of them is made into three, or into nine, or into any other number. 

Should it be faid, however, that the one, though it does not participate of time, may be time 
itfelf, for the firft caufe is denominated time by Orpheus; to this it may be replied, that the one 
cannot be timej fince in this cafe the perfection proceeding from it would extend no further than 
fouls, and things which are moved. For eternal natures are more excellent than fuch as ener
gize according to time. The one, therefore, would be the caufe of fubordinate only, and not of 
fuperior natures; and thus would not be the caufe of all things. But the firft caufe, fays Proclus, 
was denominated time by Orpheus, according to a certain wonderful analogy: for the theologift 
fymbolically calls the myflical proceflions of unbegotten natures, generations; and the caufe of the 
unfolding into light of divine natures, Time; for, where there i3 generation, there alfo there is 
time. Thus, the generation of fenfibles is according to mundane time, that of fouls according to 
fuperceleftial time, and that of things eternal according to the one. Froclus beautifully adds : As 
therefore we endure to hear the fleeplefs energy of divine natures feparate from the objects of their 
providential care, denominated fleep, their union, a bond, and their progreflion, a folution from 
bonds, fo alfo we muft endure thofe that introduce time and generation to things without time, 
and which are unbegotten. 

* Having proceeded as far as to a deified eflence, and which always energizes after the fame 
manner, and having denied all the orders of the one, viz. the divine, the intellectual, and fuch as 
are pfychical, we muft again recur through a nature common to all the aforefaid orders, or, in 
other words, through being to the intelligible monad of all beings, and from this alfo we muft 
-exempt the one. For, as we before obferved, Plato does not make the beginning of his negations 
from the fummit of intelligibles, but from the fummit of the intellectual order: for there the 
many are generated, as we fhall fhow in commenting on the fecond hypothefis. But eflence 
which fubfifts according to the one being, is prior to thefe many, and to all the above-mentioned 
orders. Hence, from all thefe, as participating of effence in common, we recur to effence itfelf, 
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according to fome one of thefe ? It is not. In no refpecl, therefore, does 
the one participate of effencer It does not appear that it can. The one, there

fore, 
and make a negation even of this. For every thing which participates of eflence participates of 
it according to fome one of thefe, not indeed of thofe that are proximately enumerated, but of all 
together that the firft hypothefis contains, fuch as wiu/c, or having parts, or having beginning, 
middle,.and end, or being in itfelf, or in another, and every thing elfe which is there denied of the 
one; fo that it follows, as was before obferved, that fuch things only are aflumed as are confer 
o.uent to beings fo far as they are beings, and not fo far as they are certain vital or intellectual 
natures. For every thing, fays he, which in any refpect participates of eflence, participates of it 
according to fome one of thefe negations. The one, therefore, does not participate of eflence. 
Thus alfo Socrates, in the Republic, fays, that the good is beyond eflence, and is not eflence, but 
is the caufe of it, and is beyond every thing intellectual and intelligible, in the fame manner as 
the fun is the caufe of all vifible natures, by effence meaning the fame as being ( T O ov). For Plato 
here clearly fays, that it is not poflible for any thing to be, unlefs it participates of effence: and in 
the Timxus he makes a fimilar aflertion. If, therefore, the firft caufe is fupereflential and above 
all being, it is falfe to aflert that he is: for, fince he is beyond effence, he is alfo exempt from being. 
And in this, as Proclus well obferves, Parmenides in Plato differs from Parmenides in his verfes, 
becaufe the latter looks to the one being, and fays that this is the caufe of all things; but the 
former afcending from the one being to that which is one alone and prior to being, he denies of the 
one the participation of eflence. 

And here obferve, that Plato does not adopt the conclufion that the crte is net through demon-
ftration, becaufe it was not poflible fo demonftrate this directly through the alliance of being with 
the one. For, as we have before obferved, in negations, things more allied are more difficult to 
be demonftrated. But if this be true, it is evident that the one is N O T . For every thing about 
the one- which is added to it diminifhes its exempt tranfcendency. 

Should it be aflced why Parmenides docs not begin his negations from the is, but from the 
many, and neither feparates the order which immediately fubfifts after the one, and thus proceeds 
as far as to the laft of things, nor, feparating the one from thefe, afcends as far as to the fummit 
of beings, we reply, that the negation of eflence would be contrary to the hypothefis: for the 
hypothefis fays that the one is, but the negation that it is N O T . It would, therefore, be of all 
things the moft ridiculous to fay immedi.ittly from the beginning, if the one is, the one is not : for 
the aflertion would appear to fubvert icfelf. Hence, employing the is, and faying, as if it 
made no difference,- if the one is, Parmenides finds that the many appear to be efpecially oppofed 
to the one. 

That the one, indeed, according to Flato, is above all eflence, is evident from the teftimony of 
Speufippus, according to Proclus, who alfo adds, that Speufippus confirms this from the opinion 
of the antients, when he fays they thought that the one is better than being,^nd is the principle of 
feing, free from all habitude to fubfequent natures-, jutt as the good itfelf "is feparated from the con^ 
dition of every other good. But Speufippus there calls the firft being the proper principle of 
beings, and boundlefs divinity depending on the one. 

Parmenides, 
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fore, is in no refpeft. So it feems. Hence, it is not in fuch a manner as 
to be one, for thus it would be being, and participate of effence : but, as it 
appears, the one neither is one nor is, if it be proper to believe in reafoning 
of this kind. It appears fo. But can any thing either belong to, or be 
affirmed of, that which is not ? How can it ? Neither, therefore, does any 
name belong to it, nor difcourfe, nor any fcience, nor fenfe, nor opinion. 
It does not appear that there can. Hence, it can neither be named, nor 

•Parmenides, therefore, beginning fupernariy from the intelligible fummit of the firft intellectual 
Oods, and producing in an orderly feries the genera of the Gods, and of the natures united and 
fubfequent to them, and always evincing that the one is ineffably exempt from all things, again 
returns from hence to the beginning, and, imitating the converfion of wholes, feparates the one 
from the intelligible or higheft Gods. For thus efpecially may we behold its immenfe tranfcen
dency, if we not only fhow that it is eftablifhed above the fecond or third orders in the golden 
chain of deity, but that it alfo ranks before the intelligible unities themfelves, and evince this in 
a manner coordinate to the fimplicrty of thofe occult na ures, and not by various words, but by 
intellectual projection alone : for intelligibles are naturally adapted to be known by intellect. 
This, therefore, Parmenides in reality evinces, leaving logical methods, but energizing accord
ing to intellect, and afferting that the one is beyond eflence, and the one being. For this is not 
collected, as we have before obferved, from the preceding conclufions j fince in this cafe the 
belief concerning the higheft Gods, who are implied by eff-ncc, being derived from things inferior 
to them, would be void of demonftration: for all demonftration, as Ariftotle juftly obferves, is 
from things naturally prior to, and more honourable than, the conclufions. Hence, Parmenides 
at the fame time infers, that every kind of knowledge, and all the inftruments of knowledge, fall 
fhort of the tranfcendency of the one, and beautifully end in the ineffable of the God who is 
beyond all things. For, after fcientific energies and intellectual projections, union with the un
known fucceeds; to which alfo Parmenides referring the whole difcourfe, concludes the firft hy-
-pothefis, fufpending all the divine genera from the one, which, as he alfo fhows, is fingularly 
exempt from all things. Hence it is faid to be beyond the one which is conjoined with ejfence, and 
at the fame time all the participated multitude of unities. 

It is alfo beautifully obferved by Proclus, that by the appellation of the one in this dialogue we 
are not to underftand that which is in itfelf the one; but that the inward one refident in our 
eflence, and derived from the firft one, as an occult fymbol of his nature, is exprefled by this 
appellation. For in every being there is an innate defire of the firft caufe; and hence, prior to 
appetite there is a certain occult perception of that which is firft. 

Laftly, when Parmenides fays that the one can neither be named nor fpoken of, it follows that 
we are not only incapable of affirming any thing of it, but that even negations of it, though more 
fafe than affirmations, are not to be admitted. For he who openly denies, in the mean time 
fecretly affirms; fince to deny any thing of the firft, is to feparate fomething from i t ; and th i6 

cannot be effected without forming in ourfelves both the firft, and that which we feparate 
from it. 

fpoken 
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fpoken of, nor conceived by opinion, nor be known, nor perceived by any 
being. So it feems. Is it poflible, therefore, that thefe things can thus 
take place about the one? It does not appear to me that they can. 

Are you therefore willing that we fliould return again to the hypothefis 
from the beginning, and fee whether or not by this means any thing fhall 
appear to us different from what it did before ? I am entirely willing. Have 
we not therefore declared if the one is, what circumflances ought to happen 
to it? Is it not fo? Certainly. But confider from the beginning, if the 
one is1, can it be poffible that it mould be, and yet not participate of 

ejfence ? 
1 This is the beginning of the fecond hypothefis, which, as we have obferved in the Introduc

tion to this dialogue, unfolds the whole order of the Gods, and eftabliflies the fummit of intelli
gibles as the firft after the one, but ends in an eflence which participates of time, and in deified 
fouls. In the firft place, therefore, let us endeavour to unfold what Plato here occultly delivers 
concerning the firft proceflion or order of Gods, called the intelligible triad. 

As the firft caufe then is the one, and this is the fame with the good, the univerfality of things 
muft form a whole, the beft and the moft profoundly united in all its parts which can polfibly be 
conceived: for the firjl good muft be the caufe of the greateft good, that is, the whole of things ; 
and as goodnefs is union, the beft production muft be that which is moft united. But as there 
is a difference in things, and fome are more excellent than others, and this in proportion to their 
proximity to the firft caufe, a profound union can no otherwife take place than by the extremity 
of a fuperior order coalefcing through intimate alliance with the fummit of one proximately in
ferior. Hence the firft of bodies, though they are eflentially corporeal, yet uara <rx,ectv, through 
habitude or alliance, are moft vital, or lives. The higheft of fouls are after this manner intellects, 
and the firft of beings are Gods. For, as being is the higheft of things after the firfil caufe, its firft 
fubfiftence muft be according to a fupereflential characteriftic. 

Now that which is fupereflential, confidered as participated by the higheft or true being, con-
ilitutes that which is called intelligible. So that every true being depending on the Gods is a 
divine intelligible. It is divine, indeed, as that which is deified ; but it is intelligible, as the object 
of defire to intellect, as perfective and connective of its nature, and as the plenitude of being 
itfelf. But in the firft being life and intellect fubfift according to caufe: for every thing fubfifts 
either according to caufe, or according to hyparxis, or according to participation. That is, every 
thing may be confidered either as fubfifting occultly in its caufe, or openly in its own order (or 
according to what it is), or as participated by fomething elfe. The firft of thefe is analogous to 
light when viewed fubfifting in its fountain the fun ; the fecond to the light immediately pro
ceeding from the fun; and the third to the fplendour communicated to other natures by this 
light. 

The firft proceflion therefore from the firft caufe will be the intelligible triad, confiding of 
being, life, and intellect, which are the three higheft things after the firft God, and of which being 

vol.. ui. y is 
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effence ? It cannot. Will not elTence therefore be the ejfence of the one, 
but not the fame with the one? for, if it were the fame, it would not be the 

efTence 

is prior to life, and life to intelletl. For whatever partakes of life partakes alfo of being : but the 
contrary is not true, and therefore being is above life; fince it is the character!(tic of higher 
natures to extend their communications beyond fuch as are fubordinate. But life is prior to inteU 
itel, becaufe all intellectual natures are vital, but all vital natures are not intellectual. But in 
this intelligible triad, on account of its fupereffential characteriftic, all things may be confidered 
as fubfifting according to caufe : and confequently number here has not a proper fubfiftence, but 
is involved in unproceeding union, and abforbed in fuper-effential light. Hence, when it is 
called a triad, we muft not fuppofe that any effential dijlinclion takes place, but muft confider this 
appellation as expreffive of its ineffable perfection. For, as it is the neareft of all things to the 
one, its union muft be tranfcendently profound and ineffably occult. 

All the Gods indeed confidered according to their unities are all in all, and are at the fame 
time united with the firft God like rays* to light, or lines to a centre. And hence they are all 
eftablifhed in the firft caufe (as Proclus beautifully obferves) like the roots of trees in the earth j 
fo that they are all as much as poflible fupereffential, juft as trees are eminently of an earthly 
nature, without at the fame time being earth itfelf: for the nature of the earth as being a whole, 
or fubfifting according to the eternal, is different from the partial natures which it produces. The 
intelligible triad, therefore, from its being wholly of a fupereffential idiom, muft poffefs an incon
ceivable profundity of union, both with itfelf and its caufe, fo as to fubfift wholly according to the 
united, to wufitvov; and hence it appears to the eye of pure intellect, as one fimple indivifible 
fplendour beaming from an unknown and inacceflible fire. 

He then who is able, by opening the greateft eye of the foul, to fee that perfectly which fub
fifts without feparation, will behold the Gmplicity of the intelligible triad fubfifting in a manner 
fo tranfcendent as to be apprehended only by a fuperintellectual energy, and a deific union of 
the perceiver with this moft arcane object of perception. But fince in our prefent ftate it is 
impoffible to behold an object fo aftonifhingly lucid with a perfect and fteady vifion, we muft be 
content, as Damafcius well obferves #, with a far diftant, fcarcely attainable, and moft obfcure 
glimpfe; or with difficulty apprehending a trace of this light like a fudden corrufcation burfting 
on our fight. Such then is the preeminence of the intelligible order, to which, on account of 
the infirmity of our mental eye, we affign a triple divifion, beholding as in a mirror a luminous 
triad, beaming from a uniform light; juft, fays Damafcius, as the uniform colour of the fun 
appears in a cloud which poffeffes three catoptric intervals, through the various-coloured nature 
of the rainbow. 

But when we view this order in a diftributed way, or as poffeffing feparation in order to accom
modate its all-perfect mode of fubfiftence to our imperfect conceptions, it is neceffary to give the 
triad itfelf a triple divifion. For we have faid that it confifts of being, life, and intell'tl. But in 
being we may view life and intellect, according to caufe; in life being according to participation, 

* Vid. Exccrpta ex Damafcio, a WoWo, p. 832. 
and 
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eflence of the one, nor would the one participate of eflence ; but it would be 
all one to fay the one is, and one one. But now our hypothefis is not if one, 

what 

and intellect according to caufe ; and in intellect both being and life according to participation; 
while at the fame time in reality the whole is profoundly one, and contains all things occultly, or 
according to caufe. But when viewed in this divided manner, each triad is faid in the Chaldaic 
theology to confift of father, power, and intellect; father being the fame with hyparms, unity, 
fummit, or that which isfuper-effential; power being a certain pouring forth, or infinity of the one * 
(or the fummit); and on this account, fays Damafcius, it is prefent with father, as a diffufed 
with an abiding one, and as pouring itfelf forth into a true chaos: but intellect, that is paternal 
intellect, fubfifting according to a converfion to the paternal one; a converfion tranfeending all 
other converfions, as being neither gnoftic, nor vital, nor eflential, but an unfeparated furpafling 
energy, which is union rather than converfion. 

Let not the reader, however, imagine that thefe names are the inventions of the latter Pla-
tonifts ; for they were well known to Plato himfelf, as is evident from his Timaeus. For in that 
dialogue he calls the artificer of the univerfe intellect, and father; and reprefents him command
ing the junior Gods to imitate the power which he employed in their generation. 

This intelligible triad is occultly fignified by Plato, in the Philebus, under the dialectic epithets 
of bound, infinite, and that which is mixed. For all beings (fays he) confift or are mingled from 
bound and infinity; and confequently being itfelf, which we have already fhown has the higheft 
fubfiftence after the firft caufe, muft be before all things mixed from thefe two ; the former of 
thefe, viz. bound, being evidently analogous to the one, or father, and infinity to power. We may 
likewife confider him as unfolding the intelligible order in the fame dialogue, by the epithets of 
fymmetry, truth, and beauty ; which, fays he, are requifite to every thing that is mixed. And he adds 
that this triad fubfifts in the veftibule of the good; evidently alluding by this expreflion to the 
profound union of this triad with the incomprehenfible caufe of all things. 

Put, in the prefent dialogue, the intelligible order is delivered by Plato according to an all-
perfect diilribution into three triads; for the fake of affording us fome demonftration, though 
very obfeure and imperfect, of truth fo tranfeeudent and immenfe. In this fecond hypothefis, 
therefore, which, as we have already obferved, unfolds the various orders of the Gods, each con
clufion fignifying fome particular order, he calls the firft of thefe triads h ov, one being; power, 
or the middle habitude of both, being here concealed through excefs of union ; fo that here the 
one partakes of being, and being of the one s which, as Proclus well obferves, is indeed a circum-
ftance of a moft wonderful nature. Parmenides therefore calls this triad one being, without men
tioning power, becaufe the whole triad abides in unproceeding union, fubfifting uniformly and 
without feparation. But after this the fecond triad is allotted a progreflion, which Parmenides 
characterifes by intelligible wholenefs, but its parts are being and the one, and power, which is 
fituated in the middle, is here diftributive and not unific, as in the formeT triad. But h i 3 dif
courfe concerning this triad commences from hence—" Again, therefore, let us confider if the 

* Let the reader be careful to remember that the one of the Gods is their fupereflential charactcriftic. 
Y 2 one 
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what ought to happen, but if the one is—Is it not fo ? Entirely fo. Does 
it not fignify that the term is is fomething different from the one f Necef-

farily. 
one is, what will happen. Confider then whether it is not necefTary that this hypothefis fhould 
fignify fuch a one as poffefles parts." But he concludes his fpeculation thus—" That which is 

•one therefore is a whole, and poffefles a part." 
But after thefe the third triad fubfifts, in which all intelligible multitude appears -, and which 

Parmenides indeed (fays Proclus) calls a wholenefs, but fuch a one as is compofed from a mul
titude of parts. For after that occult union (fays he) of the firft triad, and the dyadic distinc
tion of the fecond, the progreflion of the third triad is produced, pofleffing its hypoftafis indeed 
from parts, but then thefe parts compofe a multitude which the triad prior to this generates. 
For unity, power and being are contained in this third triad ; but then each of thefe is multiplied, 
and fo the whole triad is a wholenefs. But fince each of its extremities, viz. the one, and being, 
is a multitude which is conjoined through a collective power, each of thefe is again divided and 
multiplied. For this power conjoining united multitude with the multitude of beings, fome of 
thefe one being perfects through progreflion ; but others, being which is one, through communion. 
Here therefore there are two parts of the wholenefs, one and being. But the one participates of 
being: for the one of being is conjoined with being-. The one of being therefore is again divided, fo 
that both the one and being generate a fecond unity, connected with a part of being. But being 
which participates of the one, ov ev, is again divided into being and the one: for it generates a more 
particular being, depending on a more particular unity. And being here belongs to more particu 
lar deified beings, and is a more fpecial monad. But power is the caufe of this progreflion : for 
power poffefles dual effection, and is fabricative of multitude. 

Parmenides begins his difcourfe concerning this triad as follows:—" What then ? Can each 
of thefe parts of one being, that is to fay the one and being, defert each other, fo that the one (hall 
not be a part of being, or being fhall not be a part of the one? By no means." But he finifhes 
thus : < l Will not, therefore, one being thus become an infinite multitude ? So it appears." Pro
clus adds : " Hence this triad proceeds according to each of the preexiftent triads, flowing (ac
cording to the Oracle) and proceeding into all intelligible, multitude* For infinite multitude demon
ftrates this flux, and evinces the incomprehenfible nature of power." 

But he likewife evinces that this triad is firfl begotten.* for this firft imparts the power of 
generating. And hence he calls the multitude which it contains generating (ynofitvov). Proclus, 
therefore, very properly afks, whether the frequent ufe of the term generation in this part, does 
not plainly imply that the natures prior to this triad are more united with each other ? But the 
infinity of multitude in this triad muft not be confidered as reflecting the infinite of quantity; 
but nothing more is implied than that a multitude of this kind is the progeny of the firft infinity, 
which it alfo unfolds: and this infinite is the fame with that which is altperfecl. For that (fays 
Proclus) which has proceeded according to the all, and as far as it is requifite an intelligible 
nature (hould proceed, on account of a power generative of all things, is infinite ; for it can be 
comprehended by no other. And thus much concerning the third intelligible triad, according 
to Parmenides. 

Let 
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farily. If, therefore, any one mould fnmmarily affert that the one is, this 
would be no other one than that which participates of effence. Certainly. 

Again, 
Let us now difcourfe in general (fays Proclus*) concerning all the intelligible triads, and the 

three conclufions in the Parmenides, by which thefe three orders are characterifed. The firft 
triad, therefore, which is allotted an occult and intelligible fummit among intelligibles, Plato, at 
one time proceeding from that union which it contains, and from its feparate fupremacy with 
refpect to others, denominates one; as in the Timaeus—For eternity (fays he) a«ides in one. But 
reafon demonftrates that the firft triad of intelligibles is contained in this one. But at another 
time proceeding from the extremities which it contains, that is from that which is participated, 
and from that which participates, he calls it one being; not mentioning power here, becaufe it is 
uniformly and occultly comprehended in this triad. And again, fometimes he calls the whole 
triad bound, infinite, and mixed, according to the monads which it contains. And here bound 
demonftrates divine byparxis ; but infinite, generative power ; and mixed, r.n effence proceeding from 
this power. And thus (as I have faid) by thefe appellations 1 lato inftructs us concerning the 
firft triad; evincing its nature, fometimes by one name, fometimes by two, and fometimes by 
three appellations. For a triad is contained in this, according to which the whole is characterifed-; 
lilcewife a duad, through which its extremities communicate with each other; and laftly a 
monad, which evinces through its monads the ineffable, occult, and unical nature of the firft God^ 

But he calls the fecond triad pofterior to this; in the Timseus, indeed, eternity; but in the 
Parmenides the firfil wholenefs. And if we attentively confider that every eternal is a whole, we 
ftall perceive that thefe two are allotted the fame peculiarity of narure. For* whatever is 
entirely eternal poflefles both its whole eflence and energy at once prefent with itfelf.' For fuch 
is every intellect: which perfectly eftabliihes in itfelf both being and intellection, as a whole at 
once prefent, and a comprehenfive all. Hence it does not poflefs one part of being while it is 
deftitute of another; nor does it participate partially of energy, but it whol'y comprehends total 
being and total intelligence. But if intellect proceeded in its energies according to time, but 
poflefled an eternal effence, it would poflefsthe one as a whole ever abiding the fame, but the 
other fubfifting in generation, differently at different periods of time Eternity, therefore, 
wherever it is prefent, is the caufe of wholenejs. To which we may add, that the whole every 
where contains eternity: for no whole ever deferts either its own eflence or perfection ; but that 
which is firft corrupted and vitiated is partial. Hence this vifible univerfe is eternal, becaufe 
it is a whole; and this is likewife true of every thing contained in the heavens, and of each of 
the elements : for wholenefs is every where comprehenfive of its fubject natures. Hence whole* 
nefs and eternity fubfift together, are the fame with each other, and are each of them a meafure; 
the one indeed of all eternal and perpetual natures, but the other of parts and every multitude. 
But fince there are three wholeneffes, one prior to parts, another compofedfircm parts, and a third 
contained in a part—hence, through that wholenefs which is prior to parts, eternity meafures 
the divine unities exempt from beings ; but through that which is compofed from parts, the 
unities diftributed together with beings; and through that which fubfifts in a part, all beings 

* In Plat.Theol. lib. 3. p. J68. 
and 
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Again, therefore, let us fay, if the one is, what will happen. Confider 
then whether it is not neceifary that this hypothefis mould fignify fuch a 

one 

and total eflences. For thefe partially contain the parts of the divine unities, which preexifl 
unically in the unities themfelves. Befides, eternity is nothing elfe than an illumination proceeding 
from the unity conuecled with being. But whole itfelf confilts of two parts, viz. from one and being, 
power being the conciliator of thefe parts. Hence the duad, according with the middle intelligi
ble triad, unfolds the uniform and occult hypoftafis of the firft triad. Befides, Plato in the 
Timreus calls the third intelligible triad animal ~iifelf, perfect, and only-begotten. But in the Par
menides he denominates it infinite multitude, and a whohnefs comprehending many parts. And in 
the Sophifta he calls it that which is always intelligible, and diflributed into many beings. All thefe, 
therefore, are the progeny of one fcience, and tend to one intelligible truth. For when Timaeus 
calls this triad intelligible animal, he likewife afferts that it is perfectt and that it comprehends 
intelligible animals as its parts, both according to the one and according to parti. And Parme
nides himfelf, declaring that one being is perfect multitude, demonftrates that it fubfifts in this 
order. For the infinite is omnipotent and perfect, as we have prcvioufly obferved, containing 
in itfelf an intelligible multitude of parts, which it likewife produces. And of thefe parts, fome 
are more univerfal, but others more partial; and (as Timxus obferves) arc parts both according 
to the one and according to genera. Befides, a3 Timaeus calls that which is animal-itfelf eternal, 
and only-begotten, fo Parmenides firft attributes to infinite multitude the ever, and to be generated, 
in the following words : " And on the fame account, whatever part is generated will always poflefs 
thefe two parts : for the one will always contain being, and being the one; fo that two things will 
always be generated, and no part will ever be one." 

Who then fo perfpicuoufly admonifhes us of eternal animal and of the firfl-begotten triad as 
Parmenides, who firft affumes in this order generation and the ever, and fo frequently employs each 
of thefe appellations ? Perfecl animal, therefore, is the fame with omnipotent intelligible multitude. 
For fince the firft infinity is power, and the whole of that which is intelligible fubfifts according 
to this, receiving from hence its divifion into parts, I rather choofe to call this triad omnipotent; 
deviating in this refpect from that appellation of the infinite, by which vulgar minds are generally 
difturbed. 

Such then is the intelligible triad, confidered according to an all-perfect diftribution, in 
accommodation to the imbecility of our mental eye. But if we are defirous, after having bid 
adieu to corporeal vifion, and the fafcinating but delufive forms of the phantafy, which, Calypfo-
like, detain us in exile from our fathers' land; after having through a long and laborious 
dialectic wandering gained our paternal port, and purified ourfelves from the baneful rout of 
the paffions, thofe domeftic foes of the foul; if afrer all this we are defirous of gaining a glimpfe 
of the furpafling fimplicity and ineffable union of this occult and aftonifhing light, we muft crowd 
all our conceptions together into the moft profound indivifibility, and, opening the greateft eye 
of the foul, entreat this all-comprehending deity to approach: for then, preceded by unadorned 
Beauty, filently walking on the extremities of her mining feet, he will fuddenly from his awful 
fanctuary rife to our view. 
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one as poflTefTes parts ? How ? Thus. If the term // is is fpoken of one 
being, and the one, of being which is one, and effence is not the fume with the 
one, but each belongs to that fame one being which we have fuppofed, is it 

But after fuch a vifion, what can language announce concerning this tranfcendent object ? 
That it is perfectly indiftinct and void of number. " And," as Damafcius* beautifully obferves, 
" fince this is the cafe, we fhould confider whether it is proper to call this which belongs to it 

/implicit)', an-XOTUffomething elfe, multiplicity TTCXXOTU; ; and fomething he/ules this, univerfality irarroTru;. 
For that which is intelligible is one, many, all, that \vc may triply explain a nature which is one. 
But how can one nature be one and many ? Becaufe many is the infinite power of the one. But 
how can it be one and all? Becaufe all is the every-way extended energy of the one. Nor yet is 
it to be called an energy, as if it was an extenfion of power to that which is external; nor power, 
as an extenfion of hyparxis abiding within •, but again, it is neceffary to call them three inftead of 
one: for one appellation, as we have often teftified, is by no means fufficient for an explanation 
of this order. And are all things then here indiftinct ? But how can this be eafy to under
ftand ? For we have faid that there are three principles confequent to each other; viz. father, 
power, and paternal intellect. But thefe in reality are neither one, nor three, nor one and at the fame 
time three \. But it is necefTary that we fhould explain thefe by names and conceptions of this 
kind, through our penury in what is adapted to their nature, or rather through our defire of 
expreffing fomething proper on the occafion. For as we denominate this triad one, and many, 
and all, and father, poiver, and paternal intellctl, and again bound, infinite, and mixed—fo likewife 
we call it a monad, and the indefinite duad, and a triad, and a paternal nature compofed from both 
thefe. And as in confequence of purifying our conceptions we reject the former appellations 
as unable to harmonize with the things themfelves, we fhould likewife reject the latter on the 
fame account." 

Now from this remarkable pafTage in particular, and from all that has been faid refpedting the 
intelligible triad, it follows that the Platonic is totally different from the Chriftian trinity, fince 
the former is a triad pofterior to the firft caufe, who according to Plato is a principle tranfeen-
dently exempt from all multitude, and is not coordinated or confubfiftent with any being or 
beings whatever. 

A fuperficial reader indeed, who knows no more of Platonifm than what he has gleaned from 
CudworthN Intellectual Syftem, will be induced to think that the genuine Platonic trinity confifts 
of the firjl caufe, or the good, intellccl, and foul, and that thefe three were confidered by Plato as in 
a certain refpect one. To fuch men as thefe it is necefTary to obferve, that a triad of principles 
diftinct from each other, is a very different thing from a triad which may be confidered as a 
whole, and of which each of the three is a part. But the goo4 or the one is according to Piato 
fupereffential, as is evident from the firft hypothefis of this Dialogue, and from the fixth Book 
of his Republic. It is impoffible, therefore, that the good can be confubfiftent with intellctl, which 
is even pofterior to icing, and much lefs with foul, which is fubordinate to inteltecl. And hence 
the good, intellccl, and foul, do not form a confubfiftent triad. 

* Vid. Excerpta, p. 228. 
f A A V aurai pey ovx tm xa.ro. z?^siefv, ovts /xi?v, p-jte reus, *vre puqt xon fptie. 
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not neceflary that the whole of it fhould be one being, but that its parts 
fhould be the one and to be ? It is neceflary. Whether, therefore, fhould 
we call each of thefe parts a part alone, or a part of the whole ? Each 
fhould be called a part of the whole. That which is one, therefore, is a 
whole, and poflefles a part. Entirely fo. What then ? Can each of thefe 
parts of one being, viz. the one and being, defert each other, fo that the one 
fliall not be a part of being, or being fhall not be a part of the one ? It can
not be. Again, therefore, each of the parts will contain both o^and being, 
and each part will at leaft be compofed from two parts ; and, on the fame 
account, whatever part takes place will always poflefs thefe two parts: for 
the one will always contain being, and being the one ; fo that two things will 
always be produced, and no part will ever be one. Entirely fo. Will not, 
therefore, one being thus become an infinite multitude ? So it feems. . 

But proceed, and ftill further'confider this. What ? We have faid that 
the one participates of eflence, fo far as it is being. We have faid fo. And 
on this account one being appears to be many. It does fo. But what then ? 
If we receive dianoetically that one which we faid participates of eflence, 
and apprehend it alone by itfelf without that which we have faid it partici
pates, will it appear to be one alone ? Or will this alfo be many ? I think 
it will be one. But let us confider another certain circumftance. It is ne
ceflary that its eflence fhould be one thing, and itfelf another thing, if the 
me does not participate of eflence ; but as eflence it participates of the one. 
It is neceflary. If, therefore, eflence is one thing, and the one another thing, 
neither is the one, fo far as tlie one, different from eflence, nor eflence, fo far 
as effence, different from the one; but they are different from each other 
through that which is different and another. Entirely fo. So that different 
is neither the fame with the one nor with eflence. How can it ? What, 
then, if we fhould feled from them, whether if you will eflence and different, 
or eflence and the one, or the one and different, fhould we not, in each 
aflumption, feled certain things which might very properly be denominated 
both thefe? How do you mean? After this manner: Is there not that 
which we call eflence f There is. And again, that which we denominate 
the one ? And this alfo. Is not, therefore, each of them denominated ? 
Each. But what, when I fay eflence and the one, do I not pronounce both 
thefe? Entirely fo. And if I fhould fay eflence and different, ox different 

and 
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and the one, mould I not perfectly, in each of thefe, pronounce both ? 
Certainly. But can thofe things which are properly denominated both, be 
both, and yet not two ? They cannot. And can any reafon be afligned, 
why of two things each of them mould not be one ? There cannot. As, 
therefore, thefe two fubfift together, each of them will be one. It appears 
fo. But if each of them is one, and the one is placed together with them, 
by any kind of conjunction, will not all of them become three ? Certainly. 
But are not three odd, and two even ? How mould they not ? But what 
then ? Being two, is it not neceflary that twice fhould be prefent ? 
And being three, thrice ; fince twice one fubfifts in two, and thrice one in 
three ? It is neceflary. But if there are two and twice, is it not neceflary 
that there fhould be twice two? And if there are three and thrice, that 
there fhould be thrice three ? How fhould it not ? But what, if there are 
three and twice, and two and thrice, is it not neceflary that there fhould 
be thrice two and twice three ? Entirely fo. Hence, there will be the 
evenly even, and the oddly odd ; and the oddly even, and the evenly odd. 
It will be fo. If, therefore, this be the cafe, do you think that any number 
will be left which is not neceffarily there ? By no means. If, therefore, 
the one is, it is alfo neceflary that there fhould be number *• It is neceffary. 

But 

* Parmenides after the intelligible triads generates the intelligible and at the fame time in
tellectual orders, and demonftratcs, by fubfequent conclufions, a continuous progreflion of the 
Gods. For the feries and connection of the words with each other imitate the indiflbluble order 
of things, which always conjoins the media with the extremes, and through middle genera ad
vances to the ultimate progreflions of beings. As there are then three intelligible triads, confiding 
of one being, whole itfelf, and infinite multitude, fo three intelligible and at the fame time intellec
tual triads prefent themfelves to our view, viz. number itfelf, whole itfelf, and the perfect itfelf. 
Hence, number here proceeds from one being; but that which is a whole from who'e itfelf in intel
ligibles ; and the perfect itfelf from infinite multitude. For in the intelligible triad the infinite was 
omnipotent and perfect, comprehending all things, and fubfifting as incomprehenfible in itfelf. 
The perfect, therefore, is analogous to that which is omnipotent and all-perfect, poffeffing an in
tellectual perfection, and fuch as is pofterior to primary and intelligible perfection. But the 
whole, which is both intelligible and intellectual, is allied to that which is intelligible, yet it differs 
from it fo far as the latter poflefles wholenefs according to the one union of the one being j hut the 
one of the former appears to be cflentially a whole of parts characterized by unity, and its being a 
compofite of many beings. 

But again, number muft be confidered as analogous to one being. For one being fubfifts among 
intelligibles occultly, intelligibly, and paternally ; but here, in conjunction with difference, it ge-

V O L . m . z ' ncratet 
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But if number is, it is necefTary that the many fhould fubfift, and an infinite 
multitude of beings: or do you think that number, infinite in multitude, 
will alfo participate of effence ? By all means I think fo. If, therefore, 
every number participates of effence, will not each part alfo of number par̂  
ticipate of eflence? Certainly. Effence, therefore, will be diftributed 
through all things which are many, and will not defert any being, whether 
the leaft or the greateft : for how can effence be abfent from any being ? In 
no refpecX Effence, therefore, is diftributed as much as poffible into the 
leaftand the greateft, and into all things every way, and is divided the moft 
of all things, and poffefles infinite parts. It is fo. Very many, therefore, 
are its parts. Very many, indeed. But what, is there any one of thefe 
which is a part of effence, and yet is not one part ? But how can this be? 
But if it is, I think it muft always be neceffary, as long as it is, that it 
fhould be a certain one; but that it cannot poffibly be nothing. It is ne
ceffary. The one, therefore, is prefent with every part of effence, deferting 
no part, whether fmall or great, or in whatever manner it may be affecled. 
It is fo. Can one being, therefore, be a whole, fubfifting in many places at 
once ? Confider this diligently. I do confider it, and I fee that it is im
poffible. It is divided, therefore, fince it is not a whole ; for it can no other-
wife be prefent with all the parts of effence, than in a divided ftate. Cer
tainly. But that which is divifible ought neceffarily to be fo many as its 

nerates number, which eftabliihes the feparation of forms and reafons. For difference firft exhibits 
itfelf in this order; but fubfifts among intelligibles as power and the duad. And in this order it 
is a maternal and prolific fountain. With great propriety, therefore, does Plato from the fum
mit of this order begin his negations of the one: for the many fubfift here, through that difference 
which divides being and the cne; becaufe the whole, which is denied of the one, is intellectual and 
not intelligible. The negation, therefore, afierts that the one is not a whole, on which account 
the affirmation muft be, the out is a whole. For intelligible whole is one being, but not the one. 
And he thus denies the many, " The one is not many," the oppofite to which is, the one is many. 
But the multitude of intelligibles, and not the om, is the proximate caufe of the many. And, in 
fhort, the whole of that which is intelligible is characterized by one being. For both being and the 
one are contained in this, and are naturally conjoined with each other \ and being is here the moft 
©f all things characterized by the one. But when each of thefe, via, being, and the one, proceeds 
into multitude, the one becomes diftant from the other, and evinces a greater diverfity of nature j . 
but each is diftributed into multitude through the prolific nature of difference itfelf. And thus 
it is from hence evident, that the intelligible and at the fame time intellectual orders proceed 
with fubjettion analogous to the intelligible triads. In the notes to the Phsedrus k will be down 
how Socrates leads us to this order of Gods. 

parts. 
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parts. It ought. We did not, therefore, juft now fpeak truly, when we 
faid that effence was diflributed into very many parts ; fince it is not divided 
into more parts than the one, but into parts equal to thofe of the one: for 
neither does being defert the one, nor the one, being: but thefe two always 
fubfift, equalized through all things. It appears to be entirely fo. The 
one, therefore, which is diflributed by effence, is many and an infinite mul
titude. So it appears. One being, therefore, is not only many, but it is 
like wife neceffary that the one which is diflributed by effence fhould be many. 
Entirely fo. 

And, indeed, in confequence of the parts being parts of a whole, the one 
will be defined according to a whole: or are not the parts comprehended by 
the whole ? Neceffarily fo. But that which contains will be a bound. How 
fhould it not ? One being, therefore, is in a certain refpect both one and 
many, whole and parts, finite and infinite in multitude. It appears fo. As 
it is bounded, therefore, muft it not alfo have extremes ? It is neceffary. 
But what, if it be a whole, muft it not alfo have a beginning, middle, and 
end ? Or can there be any whole Without thefe three ? And if any one of 
thefe be wanting, can it be willing to be any longer a whole ? It cannot. 
The one, therefore, as it appears, will poffefs a beginning, end, and middle. 
It will. But the middle is equally diftant from the extremes ; for it could 
not otherwife be the middle. It could not. And, as it appears, the one being 
fuch, will participate of a certain figure, whether ftraight or round, or a 
certain mixture from both. It will fo. 

Will it, therefore, being fuch, fubfift in itfelf1 and in another? How ? 
For each of the parts is in the whole, nor is any one external to the whole. 

It 
1 By thefe words Plato indicates the fummit of the intellectual order, or in other words, accord

ing to the Grecian theology, Saturn. For, fo far as he is a total intellect, his energy is directed 
to himfelfy but fo far as he is in the intelligibles prior to himfelf, he eftablifhes the all-perfect 
intelligence of himfelf in another. For fubfiftence in another here fignifies that which is better than 
the fubfiftence of a thing in itfelf. Saturn, therefore, being intelligible as among intellectuals, 
eftablifhes himfelf in the intelligible triads of the orders prior to him, from which he is alfo filled 
with united and occult good ; and on this account he is faid to be in another. But becaufe he is 
a pure and immaterial deity, he is converted to himfelf, and fhuts up all his powers in himfelf. 
For the parts of this deity, when he is confidered as an intellectual wholenefs, are more partial 

z 2 powers, 



172 T H E P A R M E N I D E S . 

It is fo. But all the parts are comprehended by the whole. Certainly. But 
the one is all the parts of itfelf; and is neither more nor lefs than all. Cer
tainly, Is not the one, therefore, a whole ? How mould it not ? If, there
fore, all the parts are in the whole, and all the parts are one, and the one is 
a whole, but all the parts are comprehended by the whole; hence, the one 
will be comprehended by the one, and fo the one will be in itfelf. It appears 
fb. But again, the whole is not in the parts, neither in all, nor in a certain 
one. For, if it were in all, it would neceffarily be in one: for, if it were 
not in fome one, it would not be able to be in all. But if this one is a one 
belonging to all the parts, and the whole is not in this one, how can it any 
longer be a whole in all the parts ? In no refpecl:. Nor yet in any of the 
parts. For if the whole mould be in fome of the parts, the greater would 
be in the leffer; which is impoffible. ImpofTible. But fince the whole is 
neither in many, nor -in one, nor in all the parts, is it not neceflary that it 
fhould either be in fome other, or that it fhould be nowhere \ It is ne
ceflary. But if it is nowhere, will it not be nothing ? And if it is a whole, 
fince it is not in itfelf, is it not necefTary that it fhould be in another ? 
Entirely fo. So far, therefore, as the one is a whole, it is in another : but 
fo far as all things are its parts, and itfelf all the parts, it is in itfelf: and 
fo the one will neceffarily be in itfelf and in another. Neceffarily. 

But as the one is naturally fuch, is it not neceffary that it fhould both be 
moved1 and ftand ftill ? How ? It muft ftand ftill, indeed, if it be in itfelf. 

For, 

powers, which haften Indeed to a progreflion from him as their father, but are eftabliftied in, and 
on all fides comprehended by, him. And this wholenefs is a deity which connectedly contains 
the intelligible parts in itfelf, being parturient indeed with intellectual multitude, and ilably gene
rating all things. It alfo receives into its bofom, and again gathers into itfelf its progeny, and, 
as the more tragical of fables fay, devours and deporlts its offspring in itfelf. For its progeny are 
twofold; fome being, as it were, refolved into itfelf, and others feparated from it. 

1 The middle of the intellectual order, viz. Rhea, is here indicated by Plato: for all life, 
according to Plato, is motion; fince foul is felf-motive becaufe it is felf-vital; and intellect is 
through this moved, becaufe it poflefles the moft excellent life. The firft vivific caufe, therefore, 
of the intellectual Gods is primarily allotted motion. If this caufe, however, was the firft and 
higheft life, it would be requifite to call it motion, and not that which is moved; but fince it is life 
as in intellectuals, and is filled from exempt life, it is at the fame time motion and that which is 
moved. Very properly, therefore, does Parmenides evince that the one in this order is moved, be

caufe 
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For, being in one, and not departing from this, it will be in fame, through 
being in itfelf- It will. But that which is always in the fame muft neceffarily 
without doubt always ftand ftill. Entirely fo. But what, muft not that, 
on the contrary, which is always in another, neceffarily never be in fame? 
But if it be never in fame, can it ftand ftill ? And if it does not ftand ftill, 
muft it not be moved ? Certainly. It is neceffary, therefore, that the one, 
fince it is always in itfelf and in another, muft always be moved and ftanoy 
ftill. It appears fo. 

But, likewife, it ought to be the fame 1 with itfelf, and different from 
itfelf; and, in like manner, the fame with, and different from, others, if it 

fuffers 
caufe It proceeds from the caufes of all life which rank above it, and is analogous to the middle 
centre of intelligibles, and to the middle triad of the intelligible and at the fame time intellectual 
order j which triad Socrates in the Phasdrus calls heaven, becaufe the whole of it is life and 
motion. 

When Parmenides, therefore, fays that the one is both moved and Jlands fill, by motion he indi
cates the vivific hyparxis of the Gods, and the generative fountain of wholes ; but by permanency 
coordinated with motion, that pure monad which contains the middle centres of the triad of guar
dian deities, or, in other words, one of the Curetes confubfiftent with Rhea. So that the motion 
in this order is the fountain of the life which proceeds to all things ; and the permanency eftablifties 
the whole vivific fountain in itfelf, but is thence filled with the prolific rivers of life. Hence 
Parmenides, delivering to us the progreflion of thefe two, fhows that that which is moved is gene-^ 
rated from that which is in another, but that which is permanent from that which is in itfelf. For 
motion in this order is better than permanency. For as that which is in another is caufally more an-
tient than that which is in itfelf fo here that which is moved than that which is permanent. Hehce, 
according to the Grecian theology, the Curetes are powers fubordinate to Saturn, Rhea, and 
Jupiter, the parents of the intellectual order, and are contained in them. 

1 Parmenides here delivers the fymbols of that deity who fubfifts at the extremity of the intel
lectual order, viz. Jupiter, the artificer of the univerfe. We fhall find, therefore, that the num
ber of the conclufions is here doubled. For the one is no longer fhown to be alone fame or different, 
as it was fhown to be in itfelf and in another, and to be moved and be permanent; but it is now de-
monftrated to be the fame with itfelf, and different from itfelf and different from others, and the fame 
with ethers. But this twice perfectly accords with the demiurgic monad, both according to other 
theologifts, and to Socrates in the Cratylus, who fays that the demiurgic name is compofed from 
two words. 

In the next place the multitude of caufes is here feparated, and all the monads of the Gods 
appear according to the demiurgic progreflion. For the paternal order of the demiurgus, the 
prolific power which is coordinate with him, the undefiled monad which is the caufe of exempt 
providence, the fountain diftributive of wholes, and all the orders in conjunction with thefe 

which 
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fuffers what we have related above. How ? Every thing, in a certain 
refpecl, thus takes place with relation to every thing: for it is either the 
lame with it or different: or if it is neither fame nor different, it will be a 
part of this to which it is fo related, or with refpecl to a part it will be a 
whole. It appears fo. Is therefore the one a part of itfelf? By no means. 
It will not therefore be a whole, with refpecl to itfelf, as if itfelf were a 
part. For it cannot. But is 4**6*? one, therefore, different from the one f By 
no means. It will not therefore be different from itfelf. Certainly not. 
If, therefore, it is neither different nor a whole, nor yet a part with refpecl 
to itfelf, is it not neceffary that it fhould be the fame with itfelf? It is 
neceffary. But what, that which is elfewhere than itfelf, fubfifting in fame 

in 
which fubfift about the demiurgus, according to which he produces and preferves all thing*, and, 
being exempt from his productions, is firmly eftabliftied in himfelf, and feparates his own king
dom from the united government of his father—all thefe ar%here unfolded into light. 

Hence that which Parmenides firft demonftrates concerning the nature of the one, viz. that it 
is the fame with itfelf, reprefents to us the monadic and paternal peculiarity, according to which 
Jupiter is the demiurgus. For the term fame is a manifeft fign of his proper or paternal hyparxis: 
for being one, and the exempt demiurgus and father of wholes, he eftablifhes his proper union 
in himfelf. This term alfo remarkably (hows the uniform nature, and the alliance of this deity 
with bound. But his being the fame with others, is the illuftrious good of prolific power, and of a 
caufe proceeding to all things, and pervading through all things without impediment. For he is 
prefent to all things which he produces, and is in all things which he adorns, pre-eftablifhing in 
himfelf an eflence generative of wholes. Hence bound and the infinite fubfift in him fabrica-
tively, the former confifting in a famenefs feparate from others, and the latter in a power which 
generates others-. The aflertion alfo that he is different from others, manifefts his undented purity, 
and his tranfcendency exempt from all fecondary natures. Hence by his never ceafing to impart 
good, by his providence, and by his generating things fubordinate, he is the fame with them : for 
he is participated by them, and fills his progeny with his own providential care. But by his purity, 
his undefiled power, and his undeviating energies, he is feparate from wholes, and is not con-
ftibfiftent with others. And as Saturn, the firft king of the intellectual Gods, is allotted a nature 
which does not verge to matter, through that pure monad or guard which is united to him, viz. 
the firft of the Curetes; and as the vivific goddefs Rhea poflefles her liable and undeviating 
power from the fecond of the guardian deities ; fo alfo the demiurgic intellect guards a tran
fcendency feparate from others, and a union withdrawing itfelf from multitude, through the 
third monad of the Curetes, who are the leaders of purity. 

That deity therefore remains who is the feventh of thefe intellectual monads, who is conjoined 
with all of them, and energizes in conjunction with all, but particularly unfolds himfelfinto light 
in the demiurgic order. This deity, which is celebrated by antient theologifts as Ocean, Par-

5 menides 
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in itfelf, muft it not neceffarily be different from itfelf, fince it has a fub
fiftence elfewhere? It appears fo to me. And in this manner the one appears 
to fubfift̂  being at the fime time both in itfelf and in another. So it feems. 
Through this, therefore, it appears that the one is different from itfelf. It 
does fo. 

But what if any thing is different from any thing, is it not different 
from that which is different? Neceffarily fo. But are not all fuch things 
as are not one different from the one? And is not the one different from 
fuch things as are not one ? Plow fhould it not ? The one therefore will be 
different from other things. Different. But fee whether different and fame 
are not contrary to each other. How fhould they not ? Do you think, 
therefore, that fame can ever be in different, or different in fame?- I do not. 

menides indicates when he alTerts that the one is different from itfelf As, therefore, the demiurgus 
is the fame with himfelf through paternal union, fo he is feparated from himfelf and his father, 
according to this difference. Whence, therefore, does Parmenides fay that the demiurgus 
derives this power ? We reply, From being in himfelf, and in another. For thefe things were 
unitedly in the firfl father, but feparately in the third. Hence feparation there fubfifts according 
to caufe, but in the demiurgus it fhines forth, and unfolds his power into light. For that the 
caufe of divifion fubfifts in a certain refpecl in the firft father, Parmenides himfelf evinces in the 
firft hypothefis, when he fays, that every thing which is in itfelf is in a certain refpecl two, and 
is feparated from itfelf. But the duad is there indeed occultly, but here it fubfifts more clearly, 
where all intellectual multitude is apparent. For difference is the progeny of the duad, which is 
there firmly eftablifhed. This difference, therefore, fcparates the demiurgic intellect from the 
Gods prior to it, and alfo feparates from each other the monads which it contains. Hence 
Parmenides, when he divides the figns of fabrication, fhows that the idioms of the undefiled and 
divifive monads are in the middle of them, fo far as they alfo in a certain refpecl are compre* 
hended in the one fabrication of things. For the firft of the conclufions demonftrates that the one 
is the fame with itfelf j the fecond, that it is different from itfelf; the third, that it is different from 
others i and the fourth, that it is the fame with others ; conjoining the divifive power with the 
paternal union, and connecting the providential c ufe of fecondary natures—with a tranfcendency 
feparate from them. For in the Gods it is neceffary that union fhould fubfift prior to feparation, 
and a purity unmingled with things fecondary prior to a providential care of them, through which 
the divinities being every where are alfo no where, being prefent to all things are exempt from 
all things, and being all things are no one of their progeny. 
I only add, that the reader will find the theology concerning Saturn, delivered by Plato in 

perfect conformity to what has been above afferted of this deity, in the Cratylus, Politicus, and 
Gorgias; that concerning Rhea, in the Cratylus ; concerning Jupiter in the Timteus> Critias t 

Philcbus, Protagoras, and Politicus; and concerning the Curetes in the Laws. 

If 
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If therefore different is never in fame, there is no being in which for any 
time different fubfifts; for, if it fubfifted in it during any time whatever, in 
that time different would be in fame. Would it not be fo ? It would. But 
fince it is never in fame, different will never fubfift in any being. True. 
Neither therefore will different be in things which are not one, nor in the one. 
It will not. The one, therefore, will not through different be different from 
things which are not one, nor things which are not one from the one. Not, 
indeed. Nor likewife will they be different from each other, fince they do 
not participate of different. For how can they ? But if they are neither 
different from themfelves, nor from different, muft they not entirely efcape 
from being different from each other? They muft efcape. But neither 
will things which are not one participate of the one: for if they did they 
would no longer be not one, but in a certain refpecl: one. True. Hence 
things which are not one will not be number; for they would not be entirely 
not one in confequence of poffeffing number. Certainly not. But what, 
can things which are not one be parts of one ? Or would not things which 
are not one by this means participate of the one f They would participate. 
If, therefore, this is entirely the one, but thofe not one, neither will the one 
be a part of things which are not one, nor a whole with refpecl to them, as 
if they were parts; nor, on the contrary, will things which are not one be 
parts of the one, nor yet wholes, as if the one were a part. They will not. 
But we have faid that things which are neither parts nor wholes, nor dif
ferent from each other, muft be the fame with each other. We have faid 
fo. Muft we not therefore affert that the one, fince it fubfifts in this manner 
with refpecl to things which are not one, is the fame with them ? We muft. 
The one, therefore, as it appears, is both different from others and itfelf, 
and the fame with them and with itfelf. It appears from this reafoning to 
be fo. 

But is it alfo fimilar 1 and diflimilar to itfelf and others ? Perhaps fo. 
Since, 

* After the intellectual the fupermundane order of 'Gods follows, who are alfo called by the 
Grecian theologifts affimilative leaders. Samenefs and difference, therefore, as we have before 
obferved, define the idiom of the demiurgic order, and of the Gods coordinated with it. But 
fince the whole order of the affimilative Gods is fufpended from the demiurgic monad, fub
fifts about, and is converted to it, and is perfected from it, it is neceffary to refer the figns of 

this 
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Since, therefore* it appears to be different from others, others alfo will be 
different from it. But what then ? Will it not be different from others, in 
the fame manner as others from it I And this neither more nor lefs ? How 
fhould it not ? If, therefore, neither more nor lefs, it mull: be different in 
a fimilar manner. Certainly. Will not that through which the one becomes 
different from others, and others in a fimilar manner from it, be alfo that 
through which both the one becomes the fame with others, and others with the 
one? How do you fay? Thus: Do not you call every name the name of fome
thing ? I do : but what then ? Do you pronounce the fame name often or 
once? I pronounce it once. When, therefore, you enunciate that name oncef 

do you denominate that thing to which the name belongs: but if often, not the 
fame ? Or, whether you pronounce the fame name once or often, do you 
not neceffarily always fignify the fame thing ? But what then ? Does not 
a different name belong to fome certain thing ? Entirely fo. When, there-, 
fore, you pronounce this, whether once or often, you do not aflign this 
name to any other, nor do you denominate any other thing than that to 
which this name belongs. It is neceffary it fhould be fo. But when we 
fay that other things are different from the one, and that the one is different 
from others, twice pronouncing the name different, we yet fignify nothing 
more than the nature of that thing of which this is the name* Entirely fo, 

this order to the demiurgic feries, and thence to impart to them a generation proceeding accord
ing to order and meafure. 

As this order of Gods, therefore, according to the Grecian theologifts, aflimilates fenfibles to 
intellectuals, and produces all things pofterior to itfelf according to an imitation of caufes, it is 
the primary caufe of fimilitude to things fubordinate to itfelf. Hence it is alfo the caufe of 
diffimilitude coordinate with fimilitude: for all things which participate of the fimilar neceffarily 
alfo participate of the diflimilar. 

Similitude alfo in this order has a fubfiftence analogous to paternal caufes, and to thofe which 
convert things to their principles ; but diffimilitude is analogous to prolific caufes, and which 
prefide over multitude and divifion. Hence fimilitude is colktlive, but diffimilitude feparotive of 
things which proceed. 

But that the idioms of thefe Gods proceed from the demiurgic monad, and the figns which 
there prefubfift, Parmenides fufficiently demonftrates e for demiurgic famenefs aa4 difference 
are the caufes, as he fays, of the fimilitude and diffimilitude of this order. 

The reader will find the theology relative to this order delivered by Plato, conformably to what 
is here faid, in the Politicus and the Laws, the Gorgias and the Cratyius. 

VOL. I I I . 2 A If 
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If therefore the one be different from others, and others from the one, in 
confequence of fuffering the fame different, the one will not fuffer that which 
is different from others, but the fame with others : but is not that which 
in a certain refpecl fuffers the fame fimilar ? Certainly. But, in the fame 
manner, as the one becomes different from others, every thing becomes 
fimilar to every thing: for every thing is different from all things. It 
appears fo. But is the fimilar contrary to the diflimilar ? It is. And is not 
different contrary to fame f And this alfo. But this likewife is apparent, 
that the one is both the fame with and different from others. It is apparent. 
But to be the fame with others i$ a contrary paflion to the being different 
from others. Entirely fo. But the one appears to be fimilar, fo far as dif
ferent. Certainly. So far therefore as it is fame, it will be diflimilar on 
account of its fuffering a paflion contrary to that which produces the fimilar: 
or was it not the fimilar which produced the different ? Certainly. It will 
therefore render that which is diflimilar the fame; or it would not be con
trary to different. So it appears. The one therefore will be both fimilar 
and diflimilar to others : and fo far as different it will be fimilar; but fo far 
as the fame diflimilar. The cafe appears to be fo. And it is likewife thus 
affecled. How? So far as it fuffers fame it does not fuffer that which is 
various; but not fuffering that which is various, it cannot be diflimilar; 
and not being diflimilar, it will be fimilar : but fo far as it fuffers different 
it will be various; and being various it will be diflimilar. You fpeak the 
truth. Since, therefore, the one is both the fame with and.different from 
others, according to both and according to each of thefe, it will be fimilar 
and diflimilar to others. Entirely fo. And will not this in a fimilar manner 
be the cafe with relation to itfelf, fince it has appeared to be both different 
from and the fame with itfelf; fo that, according to both thefe, and accord
ing to each, it will appear to be fimilar and diflimilar ? Neceflarily fo. 

But confider now how the one fubfifts with refpecl to touching 1 itfelf and 
others, 

* That order of Gods called by the Greek theologifts avoKuro* or liberated, fucceeds the fuper
mundane order, and is here indicated by Plato by the one touching itfelf and others. For all the 
divine genera after the demiurgic monad double their energies, fince their energy is naturally 
directed both to themfelves and to other things pofterior to themfelves, rejoicing in progreffions, 
being fubfervient to the providence of fecondary natures, and calling forth the fupernatural, im

partible, 
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others, and not touching. I coniider. For the one appears in a certain 
refpecl to be in the whole of itfelf. Right. But is the one alfo in others? 
Certainly. So far therefore as the one is in others it will touch others; but 
fo far as it is in itfelf it will be hindered from touching others, but it will 
touch itfelf becaufe it fubfifts in itfelf. So it appears. And thus, indeed, 
the one will both touch itfelf and others. It will fo. But what will you 
fay to this ? Muft not every thing which is about to touch any thing be 
fituated in a place proximate to and after that which it is about to touch, 
and in which when fituated it touches ? It is neceffary. The one, therefore, 
if it is about to touch itfelf, ought to be fituated immediately after itfelf, 
occupying the place proximate to that in which it is. It ought fo. Would 
not this be the cafe with the one if it was two; and would it not be in two 
places at once? But can this be the cafe while it is the one? It cannot. 
The fame neceflity therefore belongs to the one, neither to be two nor to 
touch itfelf. The fame. But neither will it touch others. Why ? Becaufe 
we have faid, that when any thing is about to touch any thing which is 
feparate from it, it ought to be placed proximate to that which it is about 
to touch ; but that there muft be no third in the middle of them. True. 
Two things, therefore, at the leaft are requifite, if contacl is abput to take 
partible, and all-perfect producing power of their father, and deducing it to fubordinate beings. 
This contacl, therefore, with and feparation from inferior natures clearly reprefents to us a 
liberated idiom. For touching indicates a providence allied to and coordinate with us ; and not 
/• touch, a tranfcendency exempt and feparate from others. Hence thefe epithets admirably 
accord with the liberated genus of Gods, who are faid to be at the fame time conjoined with the 
celeftial divinities, and expanded above them, and to proceed to all things with unreftrained 
energy. Hence the Fates, as we have fhown in a note on the icth book of the Republic, belong 
to this order; for they are faid by Socrates to touch the celeftial circulations. In the Cratylus alfo, 
the mundane Core or Proferpine, who governs the whole of generation, is faid to touch flowing 
eflence, and through this contact to have been called Pherfephatta. To which we may add, that in 
the Phsedo, where we are taught what the mode is of the cathartic life of fouls, Socrates fays, 
that the foul, when it is not converfant with the body, pajps into contacl with being ; through all 
which Plato indicates that contacl is the bufmefs of an infeparable providence, and coordinate in-
fpection ; and that the negation of this is the employment of a dominion feparate, unreftrained, 
and exempt from the natures that arc governed. 

Thefe liberated Gods are the fame with thofe which the Chaldxans call azonic, and which 
according to them are Serapis, Bacchus, the feries of Ofiris, and of Apollo, as we are informed by 
Pfellus in his expofition of Chaldaic dogmas. He adds, " they are called azonic, becaufe they 
rule without reftraint over the zones, and are eftablifhed above the apparent Gods." 

2 A 2 place. 
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place. Certainly. But if a third thing fucceeds to the two terms, 
thefe will now be three, but the contacts two. Certainly. And thus 
one always being added, one contact will he added, and it will come 
to pafs that the contacts will be lefs by one than the multitude of 
the numbers: for by how much the two firft numbers furpalfed the 
contacts, fo as to be more in number than the contacts, by fo much 
will all the following number furpafs the multitude of the contacts. 
For in that which remains one will be added to the number, and one con-
tac\ to the contacts. Right. The contacts, therefore, lefs by one will 
always be as many in number as the things themfelves. True, If there
fore it is one alone, and not two, there can be no contact. How can 
there ? Have we not faid that fuch things as are different from the one are 
neither one nor participate of it, fince they are different ? We have. The 
one therefore is not number in Others, as the one is not contained in them. 
How can it ? The one, therefore, is neither others, nor two, nor any thing 
poffefting the name of another number. It is not. The one, therefore, is 
one alone, and will not be two. It will not, as it appears. There is no 
contact, therefore, two not fubfifting. There is »ot. The one therefore 
will neither touch other things, nor will other things touch the one, as there 
is no contact. Certainly not. On all thefe accounts, therefore, the one will 
both touch and not touch others and itfelf. So it appears. 

Is it therefore equal1 and unequal to itfelf and others ? How ? If the one 
were greater or leffer than others, or others greater or leffer than the one, 
would it not follow that neither the one, becaufe one, nor others, becaufe 
different from the one, would be greater or leffer than each other from their 
own effences ? But if each, befides being fuch as they are, fhould poffefs equa
lity, would they not be equal to each other ? But if the one fhould poffefs 
magnitude, and the other parvitude, or the one magnitude but others parvitude, 
would it not follow, that, with whatever fpecies magnitude was prefent, that 
fpecies would be greater ; but that the fpecies would be letter with which 
parvitude was prefent? Neceffarily fo. Are there not, therefore, two certain 
fpecies of this kind, magnitude and parvitude ? For if they had no fubfiftence 
they coulci never be contrary to each other, and be prefent with beings. 

1 The equal and unequal are characteriftie of the mundane Gods, as we have fhown in the 
notes on the firft hypothefis, to which we refer the reader. 

How 
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How mould they ? If therefore parvitude becomes inherent in the one, it 
will either be inherent in the whole or in a part of it. It is neceffary. But 
if it mould be inherent in the whole, will it not either be extended equally 
through the whole of the one or comprehend the one? Plainly fb. If par
vitude, therefore, is equally inherent in the one, will it not be equal to the 
one; but if it comprehends the one will it not be greater ? How fhould it 
not ? Can therefore parvitude be equal to or greater than any thing, and 
exhibit the properties of magnitude and equality, and not its own ? It is 
impoffible, Parvitude, therefore, will not be inherent in the whole of the 
one, but if at all, in a part. Certainly. Nor yet again in the whole part; 
as the fame confequences would enfue in the whole part of the one, as in the 
whole of the one: for it would either be equal to or greater than the part 
in which it is inherent. It is neceffary. Parvitude, therefore, will not be 
inherent in any being, fince it can neither be in a part nor in a whole; 
nor will there be any thing fmall, except fmallnefs itfelf. It does not ap* 
pear that there will. Neither will magnitude therefore be in the one: for 
there will be fome other thing great befides magnitude itfelf. I mean that 
in which magnitude is inherent; and this, though parvitude is not, which 
ought to be furpaffed by that which is great; but which in this cafe is in*-
poflible, fince parvitude is not inherent in any being. True. But, indeed, 
magnitude itfelf will not furpafs any thing elfe but parvitude itfelf, nor will 
parvitude be lefs than any other than magnitude itfelf. It will not. Nei
ther therefore will other things be greater than the one; nor lefTer, fince 
they neither pofTefs magnitude nor parvitude : nor will thefe two poflefs any 
power with refpect to the one, either of furpafling or of being furpaffed, 
but this will be the cafe only with refpect to each other : nor, on the contrary, 
will the one be either greater or leffer than thefe two, or others, as it neither 
poifeffes magnitude nor parvitude. So indeed it appears. If the ^there
fore is neither greater nor leffer than others, is it not neceffary that it fhould 
neither furpafs nor be furpaffed by them r It is necefTary. Is it not alfo 
abundantly neceffary, that that which neither furpaffes nor is furpaffed fhould 
be equally affected ? And muft it not, if equally affected,, be equal ? How 
fhould it not ? The one therefore will be thus circumstanced with refpect to 
itfelf: vi%. from neither poffeffing magnitude nor parvitude in itfelf, it will 
neither furpafs nor be furpaffed by itfelf; but being equally affected it will 

4 be 
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be equal to itfelf. Entirely fo. The one therefore will be equal both to 
itfelf and others. So it appears. 

But if the one mould be in itfelf, it would alfo be externally about itfelf; 
and fo, through comprehending itfelf, it would be greater than itfelf; but 
from being comprehended lefs than itfelf: and thus the one would be both 
greater and leffer than itfelf. It would fo. Is not this alfo neceffary, that 
nothing has any fubfiftence befides the one and others ? How (hould it be 
otherwife ? But ought not whatever has a being to be always fomewhere ? 
Certainly. And does not that which fubfifts in another, fubfift as the leffer 
in the greater ? For one thing cannot in any other way fubfift in another. 
It cannot. But fince there is nothing elfe except the one and others, and it 
is neceffary that thefe fhould be in fomething, is it not neceffary that they 
fhould be in one another, viz. others in the one, and the one in others ; or 
that they fhould be no where ? k It appears fb. Becaufe, therefore, the one 
is in others, others will be greater than the one, through comprehending it; 
but the one will be lefs than others, becaufe comprehended : but if others are 
inherent in the one, the one on the fame account will be greater than others ; 
but others will be lefs than the one. It appears fo. The one, therefore, is 
equal to, greater and leffer, both than itfelf and others. It feems fo. But 
if it is greater, equal, and leffer, it will be of equal, more, and fewer mea
fures, both than itfelf and others; and if of meafures, alfo of parts. How 
fhould it not? Being, therefore, of equal, more, and fewer meafures, it 
will alfo be more and lefs in number, both with refpecl: to itfelf and others ; 
and alfo, for the fame reafon, equal to itfelf and others. How ? That 
which is greater poffeffes more meafures than that which is fmaller, and 
contains as many parts as meafures; and that which is leffer in the fame 
manner, as alfo that which is equal. It is fo. Since the one, therefore, is 
both greater, lefler, and equal to itfelf, will it not alfo contain mea
sures equal to, more and fewer than itfelf? And if of meafures, will not 
this alfo be true of parts ? How fhould it not ? If, therefore, it contains 
equal parts with itfelf, it will be equal in multitude to itfelf: but if more, 
more in multitude, and if fewer, lef; in multitude, than itfelf. It appears 
fo. But will the one be fimilarly affected towards others ? For, fince it ap
pears to be greater than others, is it not neceffary that it fhould be more in 
number than others? but, becaufe it is leffer, muft it not alio be fewer in 

number ? 
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number? and becaufe equal in magnitude, muff it not alfo be equal in mul
titude to others ? It is neceffary. And thus again, as it appears, the one will 
be equal, more, and lefs in number, both than itfelf and others. It will fo. 

Will the one, therefore, participate of time ? And is it, and does it fubfift 
in becoming to be younger 1 and older, both than itfelf and others? And 
again, neither younger nor older than itfelf and others, though parti
cipating of time ? How ? To be in a certain refpecl is prefent with it, 
fince it is the one. Certainly. But what elfe is to be than a participation of 
eflence with the prefent time ? In the fame manner as it was is a commu
nication of effence with the paft, and it will be with the future? It is no 
other. It muft participate, therefore, of time, if it participates of being. 
Entirely fo. Muft it not, therefore, participate of time in progreflion ? 
Certainly. It will always, therefore, fubfift in becoming to be older than it
felf, if it proceeds according to time. It is neceflary. Do we, therefore, 
call to mind that the older is always becoming older, becaufe it is always 
becoming younger ? We do call it to mind. Does not the one, therefore, 
while it is becoming older than itfelf, fubfift in becoming older than itfelf, 
while it is becoming younger than itfelf? Neceffarily fo. It will, there
fore, become both younger and older than itfelf. Certainly. But is it not 
then older when it fubfifts in becoming to be according to the prefent time, 
which is between ;/ was and // will be: for, through proceeding from the 
paft to the future, it will not pafs beyond the prefent now f It will not. 
Will it not, therefore, ceafe becoming to be ©lder, when it arrives at the now, 
and is no longer becoming to be, but is now ô der ? For while it proceeds it 
will never be comprehended by the now. For that which proceeds fubfifts in 
fuch a manner as to touch upon both the now and the future time ; departing, 
indeed, from the now, but apprehending the future, becaufe it fubfifts in the 
middle of the future and the now. True. But if it be neceflary that what
ever is becoming to be fhould not pafs by the now or the prefent time, hence, 
as foon as it arrives at the now, it will always ceafe becoming to be, and is 
then that which it was in purfuit of becoming. It appears fo. The one, 
therefore, when in becoming older it arrives at the now, will ceafe becoming 

' Younger and older are charaaeriftic of divine fouls. See the notes on that part of the firft 
hypothefis which correfponds to this part of the fecond. 
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to be, and then is older. Entirely fo. Is it not, therefore, older than that in 
refpecl: of which it becomes older ? And does it not become older than 
itfelf? Certainly. And is not the older older than the younger? It is. The 
one, therefore, is younger than itfelf, when in becoming older it arrives at 
the now. It is neceffary. But the now is always prefent with the one9 

through the whole of its being : for it is always now as long as it is. How 
fhould it not ? The one, therefore, always is, and is becoming to be younger 
and older than itfelf. So it appears. But // the one, or does it fubfift in 
becoming to be, in a time more extended than or equal to itfelf ? In an equal 
time. But that which either is, or fubfifts in becoming to be, in an equal 
time poffeffes the fame age. How fhould it not ? But that which has tho 
fame age is neither older nor younger. By no means. The one, therefore, 
fince it both fubfifts in becoming to be and is, in a time equal to itfelf, nei
ther is nor is becoming to be younger nor older than itfelf. It does not ap
pear to me that it can. 

But how is it affected with refpecl: to others ? I know not what to fay. 
But this you may fay, that things different from the one becaufe they are 
others, and not another, are more than the one. For that which is another 
is one; but being others they are more than one, and poflefs multitude. 
They do. But multitude participates of a greater number than the one? 
How fhould it not ? What then ? Do we lay that things more in number 
are generated, or have been generated, before the few ? We affert this of 
the few before the many. That which is the feweft, therefore, is firft : but 
is not this the one ? Certainly. The one, therefore, becomes the firft of all 
things poffeffing number: but all other things have number, if they are 
others and not another* They have indeed. But that which is firft gene
rated has I think a priority of fubfiftence: but others are pofterior to this. 
But fuch as have an after generation are younger than that which had a prior 
generation; and thus others will be younger than the one, but the one will 
be older than others* It will indeed. But what fhall we fay to this ? Can 
the one be generated contrary to its nature, or is this impoffible ? Impoflible. 
But the one appears to confift of parts ; and if of parts, it poffeffes a begin
ning, end, and middle. Certainly. Is not, therefore, the beginning gene
rated firft of all, both of the one and of every other thing ; and after the 
beginning all the other parts, as far as to the end ? What then ? And, 
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indeed, we mould fay that all thefe are parts of a whole and of one ; but 
that the one, together with the end, is generated one and a whole. We fhould 
fay fo. But the end I think muft be generated laft of all, and th$ one muft 
be naturally generated together with this ; fo that the one, fince it is neceffary 
that it fhould not be generated contrary to nature, being produced together 
with the end, will be naturally generated the laft of others. The one, there
fore, is younger than others, but others are older than the one. So again it 
appears to me. But what, muft not the beginning, or any other part what
ever, of the one, or of any thing elfe, if it is a part, and not parts—muft it 
not neceffarily be one, fince it is a part ? Neceffarily. The one, therefore, 
while becoming to be, together with the firft part, will be generated, and 
together with the fecond; and it will never defert any one of the other ge
nerated parts, till arriving at the extremity it becomes one whole; neither 
excluded from the middle, nor from the laft, nor the firft, nor from any other 
whatever in its generation. True. The one, therefore, will pofTefs the fame 
age with others, as (if it be not the one contrary to its own nature) it will be 
generated neither prior nor pofterior to others, but together with them ; and 
on this account the one will neither be older nor younger than others, nor 
others than the one: but, according to the former reafoning, the one was both 
older and younger than others, and others in a fimilar manner than it. 
Entirely fo. 

After this manner, therefore, the one fubfifts and is generated. But what 
fhall we fay refpecling its becoming older and younger than others, and others 
than the one; and again, that it neither becomes older nor younger ? Shall 
we fay that it fubfifts in the fame manner with refpect to the term becoming 
to be as with refpect to the term to bet or otherwife? I am not able to 
fay. But I am able to affirm this, that however one thing may be older 
than another, yet it cannot otherwife fubfift in becoming to be older, than by 
that difference of age which it poffeffed as foon as it was born : nor, on the 
contrary, can that which is younger fubfift in becoming to be younger, other-
wife than by the fame difference. For, equal things being added to un-
cquals, whether they are times or any thing elfe, always caufe them to 
differ by the fame interval by which they were diftant at firft. How fhould 
it be otherwife ? That which is, therefore, cannot fubfift in becoming to be 
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older or younger than one being, fince it is always equally different from 
it in age : but this is and was older, but that younger; but by no means 
fubfifts in becoming fo. True. That which is one, therefore, will never 
fubfift in becoming to be either older or younger than other beings. Never. 
But fee whether by this means other things will become younger and older. 
After what manner ? The fame as tthat through which the one appeared to 
be older than others, and others than the one. What then ? Since the one 
is older than others, it was for a longer period of time than others. Cer
tainly. 

But again confider, if we add an equal time to a longer and fhorter time, 
does the longer differ from the fhorter by an equal or by a fmaller part ? By a 
fmaller. The one, therefore, will not differ from others by fo great an age 
afterwards as before ; but, receiving an equal time with others, it will always 
differ by a lefs age than before. Will it not be fo ? Certainly. But does not 
that which differs lefs in age, with refpecl to any thing, than it did before, 
become younger than before, with refpecl to thofe than which it was before 
older ? Younger. But if it is younger, will not, on the contrary, others 
with refpecl to the one be older than before ? Entirely fo. That, therefore, 
which was generated younger, will fubfift in becoming to be older, with 
refpecl to that which was before generated and is older; but it never is 
older, but always is becoming older than it; the one indeed advancing to a 
more juvenile ftate, but the other to one more aged : but that which is 
older is becoming to be younger than the younger, after the fame manner. 
For both tending to that which is contrary they fubfift in becoming contrary 
to each other; the younger becoming older than the older, and the older 
younger than the younger: but they are not able to become fo. For if they 
fhould become they would no longer fubfift in becoming, but would now be. 
But now they are becoming younger and older than each other; and the 
one indeed becomes younger than others, becaufe it appears to be older, and 
to have a prior generation : but others are older than the one, becaufe they 
have a pofterior generation; and, from the fame reafon, other things will 
be fimilarly related with refpecl to the one, fince they appear to be more 
antient and to have a prior generation. So indeed it appears. Does it 
jiot follow, that fo far as the one does not become younger or older than 
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the other, becaufe they differ by an equal number from each other, that, fo 
far as this, the one will not become older or younger than others, nor others 
than the one? But that, fo far as it is neceffary that the prior mould 
always differ from fuch as are becoming to be pofterior, and the pofterior 
from the prior; fo far it is neceffary that they fhould become older and 
younger than each other, both others than the one and the one than others ? 
Entirely fo. On all thefe accounts, therefore, the one is, and is becoming to 
be, older and younger both than itfelf and others ; and again, neither is nor 
is becoming to be older nor younger than itfelf and others. It is perfectly 
fo. But fince the one participates of time, and of becoming to be older and 
younger, is it not neceffary that it fhould participate of the pair, prefentf 

and future, fince it participates of time ? It is neceffary. The one, there
fore, was, and is, and will be; and was generated, and is generated, and 
will be generated. What then ? And there will alfo be fomething belong
ing to it, and which may be afferted of it, and which was, and is, and will 
be. Entirely fo. There will, therefore, be fcience, opinion, and fenfe of 
the one, fince we have now treated of all thefe things about it. You fpeak 
rightly. A name, therefore, and difcourfe may fubfift about the one, and it 
may be denominated and fpoken of: and whatever particulars of the fame 
kind take place in other things, will alfo take place about the one. The 
cafe is perfectly fo. 

In the third place, let us confider, if the one fubfifts in the manner 
we have already afferted, is it not neceffary, fince it is both one and many, 
and again neither one nor many, and participating of time, that becaufe 
it is one it fhould participate of effence; but that becaufe // is not, it 
fhould not at any time participate of effence ? It is neceffary. Is it, 
therefore, poffible, that when it participates and becomes fuch as it is, 
that then it fhould not participate; or that it fhould participate when it 
does not participate ? It cannot be poffible. It participates, therefore, at 
one time, and does not participate at another: for thus alone can it par
ticipate and not participate of the fame. Right. Is not that alfo time, 
when it receives being and again lofes it ? Or how can it be poffible that, 
being fuch as it is, it fhould at one time pofTefs the fame thing, and at 
another time not, unlefs it both receives and lofes it ? No otherwife. Do 
you not denominate the receiving of effence to become ? I do. And is 
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not to lofe efTence the fame as to perifh ? Entirely fo. The one, there
fore, as it feems, by receiving and lofing effence, is generated and perifhes. 
Neceffarily fo. But fince it is both one and many, and fubfifts in becom
ing to be and perifhing, when it becomes one does it ceafe to be many, 
and when it becomes many does it ceafe to be one ? Entirely fo. But, 
in confequence of becoming one and many, muft it not be feparated and 
collected ? It muft. And when it becomes diflimilar and fimilar, muft it 
not be afTimilated and diflimilated ? Certainly. And when it becomes 
greater, leffer, and equal, muft it not be increafed, corrupted, and equal
ized ? It muft fo. But when from being moved it ftands ftill, and when 
from ftanding ftill it is changed into being moved, it is requifite that it 
fhould not fubfift in one time. How fhould it ? But that which before 
ftood ftill and is afterwards moved, and was before moved and afterwards 
ftands ftill, cannot fuffer thefe affections without mutation. For how can 
it ? But there is no time in which any thing can neither be moved nor 
ftand ftill. There is not. But it cannot be changed without mutation. 
It is not probable that it can. When, therefore, will it be changed ? For 
neither while it ftands ftill, nor while it is moved, will it be changed: nor 
while it is in time. It will not. Is that any wonderful thing in which it 
will be when it changes ? What thing ? The fudden, or that which un-
apparently ftarts forth to the view. For the fudden feems to fignify fome 
luch thing, as that from which it paffes into each of thefe conditions. For 
while it ftands ftill it will not be changed from ftanding, nor while in 
motion will it be changed from motion : but that wonderful nature the 
fudden is fituated between motion and abiding, is in no time, and into this 
and from this that which is moved paffes into ftanding ftill, and that which 
ftands ftill into motion. It appears fo. The oney therefore, if it ftands ftill 
and is moved, muft be changed into each: for thus alone will it produce 
both thefe affections. But, becoming changed, it will be changed fuddenly; 
and when it changes will be in no time: for it will then neither ftand ftill 
nor be moved. It will not. Will the one alfo be thus affected with refpecl 
to other mutations ? And when it is changed from being into the lofs oj 
being, or from non-being into becoming to be, does it not then become a 
medium between certain motions and abidings ? and then neither is nor is 
not, nor becomes nor perifhes ? It appears fo. And in the fame manner, 
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when it pafles from one into many and from many into one, it is neither 
one nor many, nor is it feparated nor collected. And in palling from 
fimilar to diffimilar, and from diffimilar to fimilar, it is neither fimilar nor 
diffimilar, nor is affimilated nor diffimilated. And while it paffes from 
fmall into great, and into equal or its contrary, it will neither be fmall nor 
great, nor unequal, nor increafing, nor perifhing, nor equalized. It does 
not appear that it can. But all thefe paffions the one will fuffer, if it is. 
How fhould it not ? 

But fhould we not confider what other things ought to fuffer if the one 
is ? We fhould. Let us relate, therefore, if the one is, what other things 
ought to fuffer from the one. By all means. Does it not follow that 
becaufe other things are different from the one they are not the one: for 
otherwife they would not be different from the one ? Right. Nor yet are 
others entirely deprived of the one, but participate it in a certain refpect. 
In what refpect ? Becaufe things different from the one are different, from 
their having parts: for if they had not parts they would be entirely one. 
Right. But parts we have afferted belong to that which is a whole. Wa 
have fo. But it is neceffary that a whole fhould be one compofed from many, 
of which one the many are parts: for each of the parts ought not to be a 
part of many, but of a whole. How fo ? If any thing fhould be a part of 
many, among which it fubfifts itfelf, it would doubtlefs be a part of itfelf 
(which is impoffible), and of each one of the others; fince it is a part of 
all. For if it is not a part of one of thefe it will be a part of the others, 
this being excepted ; and fo it will not be a part of each one: and not 
being a part of each, it will be a part of no one of the many: and being a 
part of no one of the many, it is impoflible that it fhould be any thing 
belonging to all thofe, of no one of which it is either a part or any thing 
elfe. So it appears. A part, therefore, is neither a part of many nor of all ; 
but of one certain idea and of one certain thing which we call a whole, and 
which becomes one perfect thing from all: for a part indeed is a part of 
this. Entirely fo. If, therefore, other things have parts, they will alfo 
participate of a whole and one. Certainly. One perfect whole, therefore, 
poffeffing parts, muft neceffarily be different from the one. It is neceflary. 
But the fame reafoning is true concerning each of the parts: for it is 

neceflary 



T H E P A R M E N I D E S . 

neceflary that each of thefe fhould participate of the one. For, if each of 
thefe is a part, the very being each, in a certain refpect, fignifies one; 
fince it is diftinguifhed from others, and has a fubfiftence by itfelf, if it is 
that which is called each. Right. But it participates of the one as it is 
evidently fomething different from the one; for otherwife it would not 
participate, but would be the one itfelf. But now it is impoflible that any 
thing can be the one except the one itfelf Impoflible. But it is neceflary 
both to a whole and to a part to participate of the one: for a whole is one 
certain thing and has parts. But each part whatever, which is a part of 
the whole, is one part. It is fo. Muft not, therefore, thofe which par
ticipate of the one participate it, as being different from the one t How 
fhould they not ? But things different from the one will in a certain refpecl 
be many ; for if things different from the one were neither one nor more 
than one, they would be nothing. They would. But fince the things 
which participate of one part and one whole are more than one, is it not 
neceffary that thefe very things which participate of the one fhould be in
finite in multitude ? How ? Thus : they are different from the one, nor are 
they participants of the one, then when they have already participated of it. 
Certainly. Are not thofe multitudes in which the one is not? Multitudes, 
certainly. What then ? If we fhould be willing by cogitation to take 
away the leaft quantity from thefe, would it not he neceflary that this 
quantity which is taken away fhould be multitude, and not one, fince it 
does not participate of the one f It is neceflary. By always furveying, 
therefore, another nature of form, itfelf -fubfifting by itfelf, will not any 
quantity of it which we may behold be infinite in multitude ? Entirely fb. 
And fince every part becomes one, the parts will have bounds with refpecl 
to each other, and to the whole; and the whole with refpecl to the parts. 
Perfectly fo. It will happen, therefore, to things different from the one, as 
it appears both from the one and from their communicating with each 
other, that a certain Something different will take place in them; which 
indeeB affords to them a bound towards each other, while in the mean 
time the nature of thefe caufes them to become effentialJy connected with 
infinity. It appears fo. And thus things different from the one, both as 
wholes and according to parts, are infinite and participate of bound. 
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Entirely fo. Are they not, therefore, fimilar and diffimilar, both to each 
other and to themfelves ? Why ? Becaufe, fo far as all of them are in a 
certain refpeft infinite, according to their own nature, they all of them, in 
confequence of this, fuffer that which is the fame. How fhould they not ? 
But fo far as they fuffer to be bounded and infinite, which are paflions 
contrary to each other, they fuffer thefe paffions. Certainly. But things 
contrary, as fuch, are moft diffimilar. What then r According to each of 
thefe paffions, therefore, they are fimilar to themfelves and to each other ; 
but, according to both, they are on both fides moft contrary and diffimilar. 
It appears fo. And thus others will be the fame with themfelves and with 
each other, and fimilar and diffimilar. They will fo. And again, they will be 
the fame and different from each other, will both be moved and ftand ftill; 
and it will not be difficult to find all kinds of contrary paffions fuffered by 
things different from the one, while they appear to be paffive, in the man
ner we have related. You fpeak rightly. 

Shall we not, therefore, pafs by thefe things as evident, and again con
fider if the one is, whether things different from the one will fubfift not in 
this manner, or whether in this manuer alone ? Entirely fb. Let us, 
therefore, affert again from the beginning, if the one is, what things diffe
rent from the one ought to fuffer. Let us. Is, therefore, the one feparate 
from others, and are others feparate from the one ? Why ? Becaufe there 
is no other different befides thefe, viz.. that which is different from the one, 
and that which is different from others ; for all that can be fpoken is afferted, 
when we fay the one and others. All, indeed. There is nothing elfe, there
fore, befides thefe in which the one and others can fubfift after the fame mari
ner. Nothing. The one and others, therefore, are never in the fame. It 
does not appear that they are. Are they feparate, therefore ? They are. 
We have likewife afferted that the truly one has not any parts. For how 
can it ? Neither, therefore, will the whole of the one be in others, nor the 
parts of if it is feparate from others, and has no parts. How fhould it 
not be fo ? In no way, therefore, will others participate of the one, fince 
they neither participate according to a certain part of it, nor according 
to the whole. It does not appear that they can. By no means, therefore, 
are others the onet nor have they any one in themfelves. They have not. 
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Neither, then, are other things many ; for, if they were many, each of them, 
as being a part of a whole, would be one: but now things different from 
the one are neither one nor many, nor a whole, nor parts, fince they in no 
refpecl: participate of the one. Right. Others, therefore, are neither two 
nor three, nor is one contained in them, becaufe they are entirely deprived 
of the one. So it is. Others, therefore, are neither fimilars nor difTimilars, 
nor the fame with the one, nor are fimilitude and diflimilitude inherent in 
them. For, if they were fimilar and diflimilar, fo far as they contained in 
themfelves fimilitude and diflimilitude, fo far things different from the one 
would comprehend in themfelves two contrary fpecies. So it appears. But 
it is impoffible for thofe to participate of two certain things which do not 
participate of one. Impoflible. Others, therefore, are neither fimilars nor 
diffimilars, nor both. For, if they were things fimilar or diflimilar, they 
would participate of one other form ; and if they were both, they would 
participate of two contrary forms : but thefe things appear to be impoffible. 
True. Others, therefore, are neither fame nor different, nor are moved nor 
ftand ftill, nor are generated nor deftroyed, nor are greater, or leffer, or 
equal, nor do they fuffer any thing elfe of this kind. For, if others could 
fuftain to fuffer any fuch affection, they would participate of one and two, 
and of even and odd; all which it appears impoffible for them to partici
pate, fince they are entirely deprived of the one. All this is moft true. 
Hence, then, if the one is, the one is all things and nothing; and is fimilarly 
affected towards itfelf and towards others. Entirely fo. 

Let this then be admitted. But fhould we not after this confider what 
ought to happen if the one is not ? We fhould. What then will be the 
hypothefis if the one is not ? Will it differ from the hypothefis if that which 
is not one is not ? It will indeed differ. Will it only differ, or is the hypo
thefis if that which is not one is not, entirely contrary to the hypothefis if 
the one is not? Entirely contrary. But what, if any one fhould fay, if 
magnitude is not, or parvitude is not, or any thing elfe of this kind, would 

I he not evince in each of thefe that he fpeaks of that which is not as fomething 
, different? Entirely fo. Would he not, therefore, now evince that he 
< calls that which is not different from others, when he fays if the one is not; 
and fhould we underftand that which he fays ? We fhould underftand. In 
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the firfl place, therefore, he fpeaks.of fomething which may be known ; and 
afterwards of fomething different from others when he fays the one, whether 
he adds to it to he or not to be: for that which is faid not to be will be not 
the lefs known, nor that it is fomething different from others : is it not fo ? 
It is neceffary it mould. Let us, therefore, relate from the beginning, if the 
;one is not, what ought to be the confequence. In the firft place, therefore, 
this as it appears ought to happen it, that either there fhould be a fcience of 
it, or that nothing of what is pronounced can be known, when any one fays 
if the one is not. True. Muft not this alfo happen, that either other things 
muft be different from it, or that it muft be faid to be different from others ? 
Entirety fo. Diverfity, therefore, befides fcience, is prefent with it; for, 
when any one fays that the one is different from others, he will not fpeak of 
the diverfity of others, but of the diverfity of the one. It appears fo. And 
befides, that which is not, or non-being, will participate of that, and of fome 
certain thing, and of this, and of thefe, and every thing of this kind. For 
neither could the one be fpoken of, nor things different from the one, nor 
would any thing be prefent with it, nor could it be denominated any 
thing, if it neither participated of fome certain thing or things of this 
kind. Right. But to be cannot be prefent with the one if it is not ; 
though nothing hinders but it may participate of the many; but, indeed, 
it is neceffary that it fhould, if the one is that, and is not fomething 
different from that. If, therefore, it is neither the one nor that, neither will 
it be; but difcourfe muft take place about fomething elfe, and it wi|l be ne
ceffary to pronounce nothing concerning it. But if the one is eftablifhed as 
that and not as another, it is neceffary that it fhould participate of that and 
of many other things. Entirely fo. Diffimilitude, therefore, is prefent with 
it as to other-things : for other things being: different from the one will alfo 
be foreign from it. Certainly. But are not things foreign various r How 
fhould they not ? And are not things various diffimilars? Diffimilars. If, 
therefore, they are diffimilars to the one, it is evident they will be diffimilars 
to that which is diffimilar. It is evident. Diffimilitude, therefore, will be pre
fent with the one, according to which others will be diffimilars to it. It ap
pears fo. But if a diffimilitude with refpecl: to other things belongs to it, muft 
not fimilitude to itfelf be prefent with it ? How ? If there be a diffimilitude 
of the one with refpecl; to the one, difcourfe would not take place about a 
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thing of this kind as of the one ; nor would the hypothefis be about the one, 
but about fomething different from the one. Entirely fo. But it ought not. 
Certainly not. There ought, therefore, to be a fimilitude of the one with 
refpecl to itfelf. There ought. But neither is the one equal to others. For, 
if it were equal, it would according to equality be fimilar to them ; but both 
thefe are impoffible, fince the one is not. Impoffible. But fince it is not 
equal to others, is it not neceffary that others alio fhould not be equal to it ? 
It is neceffary. But are not things which are not equal unequal ? Certainly. 
And are not unequals unequal to that which is unequal? How fhould they 
not? The one, therefore, will participate of inequality, according to which 
others will be unequal to it. It will participate. But magnitude and par
vitude belong to inequality. They da. Do magnitude and parvitude, there
fore, belong to a one of this kind ? It appears they do. But magnitude and 
parvitude are always feparated from each other. Entirely fo. Something, 
therefore, always fubfifts between them. Certainly. Can you affign any 
thing elfe between thefe, except equality ? Nothing elfe. With whatever, 
therefore, there is magnitude and parvitude, with this equality alfo is pre
fent, fubfifting as a medium between thefe. It appears fo. But to the one 
which is not, equality, magnitude, and parvitude, as it appears, belong. So 
it feems. But it ought likewife, in a certain refpecl, to participate of effence. 
How fo ? Ought it to poffefs the properties which we have already de-
fcribed ? for, unlefs this is the cafe, we fhall not fpeak the truth when we fay 
the one is not; but if this is true, it is evident that we have afferted things 
which have a fubfiftence : is it not fo ? It is. But fince we affert that we 
fpeak truly, it is likewife neceffary to affert that we fpeak of things which 
exift. It is necelTary. The one, therefore, which is not, as it appears, is ; 
for if it is not, while not being 1, but remits fomething of being in order 
to not being, it will immediately become being. Entirely fo. It ought, 
therefore, to have, as the bond of not to be, to be that which is not *, if it is 
about not to be: juft as being ought to have as a bond not to be that which is 

1 The original is *t>i torn ov, and this is literally is not non-being. But the meaning of thi* 
difficult paflage is as follows : Any remiflion of being is attended with non-being, which is the fame 
with is not; and if any thing of is be taken away, is not is immediately introduced, and fo it will 
immediately become is not non-being, that is, it is being. 

a For between wai and uvea ov, ami f*n ov muft fubfift as a medium* 
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ttct!, that it may be perfectly that which is. For thus, in a moft eminent 
degree, being will be and non-being will not be : being participating of effence, 
in order that it may be being; but of non-effence in order that it may obtain 
to be non-being, if it is about perfectly to be: but non-being participating of 
non-e[fence, in order that // may not be that which is not being ; but partici
pating of effence, in order that it may obtain to be non-being, if it is to be 
perfectly that which is not. Moil truly fo. Since, therefore, non-being is 
prefent with being, and being with non-being, is it not neceffary that the one 
alfo, fince it is not, -fhould participate of being, in order that k may not be? 
It is neceffary. Effence, therefore, will appear with the one, if it is not. 
So it feems. And nm-effence, fince it is not. How fhould it not ? Can 
any thing, therefore, which is affected in a certain manner, be not fo affected 
when not changed from this habit? It cannot. Every thing, therefore, 
fignifies a certain mutation, which is affected and again not affected in fome 
particular manner. How fhould it not ? Is mutation a motion, or what 
elfe do we call it ? It is a motion. But has not the one appeared to be both 
being and non-being ? Certainly. It has appeared, therefore, to be thus and 
not thus affected. It has. The one, therefore, which is non-being appears to 
be moved, fince it poffeffes a mutation from being into non-being. It appears 
fb. But if it be no where among beings, as // // not in confequenee of not 
being, it cannot pafs elfewhere. For how can it ? It will not, therefore, 
be moved by tranfition. , It will not. Neither will it revolve in fame: for 
it will never touch [ame, fince fame is being. But it is impoffible that non* 
being can refide in any king. Impoffible. The one, therefore, which is not, 
cannot revolve in that in which it is not. It cannot. Neither will the one 
be altered from itfelf, either into being or non-being: for our difcourfe would 
no longer be concerning the one, if it was altered from itfelf, but concern
ing fomething different from this one. Right. But if it is neither altered, nor 
revolves in fame, nor fuffers tranfition, is there any way in which it can be 
moved ? How fhould there ? But that which is immovable muft neceffarily 

1 So T O (An ov nn tivou is the medium between T O mai ov and T O etvai ov: for T O JXJI eivou (*n is the 
fame as T O ttvai, and conne&s with T O etvat ov, and T O w ov with T O mat ov. Thompfon had nat 
the leaft glimpfe of this meaning, as may be feen from his verfion. 
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be at reft; and that which is at reft muft abide or ftand ftill. It is neceflary. 
The one which is net, therefore, as it appears, both abides and is moved. It 
appears fo. But if it be moved, there is a great neceflity that it fhould be 
altered ; for, fo far as any thing is moved, it is no longer affected in the fame 
manner as before, but differently. There is fo. The one, therefore, fince 
it is moved, is alfo altered. Certainly. But as again it is in no refpecl: 
moved, it will be in no refpecl altered. It will not. So far, therefore, as 
the one which is not is moved, it is altered ; but fo far as it is not moved it is 
not altered. Certainly not. The one, therefore, zvhich is not, is botfi altered 
and not altered. It appears fo. But is it not neceflary that when any thing 
is altered it fhould become different from what it was before, and fhould 
fuffer a diffolution of its former habit; but that a nature which is not altered 
fhould neither be generated nor diflblved ? It is neceffary. The one, there
fore, which is not, through being altered, will be generated and diflblved ; 
but at the fame time, from its not fuffering alteration, will not be fubject to 
either generation or corruption. And thus the one which is not will be gene
rated and diflblved, and will neither be generated nor diflblved. It will not. 

% But let us again return to the beginning, and fee whether thefe things 
will appear to us in our fubfequent difcuflion as they do now, or otherwife. 
It is neceffary, indeed, fo to do. Have we not already related, if the one 
is not, what ought to happen concerning it r Certainly. But when we fay 
// is not, do we fignify any thing elfe than the abfence of effence from that 
which we fay is not ? Nothing elfe. Whether, therefore, when we fay 
that any thing is not, do we fay that in a certain refpecl it is not, and* that 
in a certain refpecl it is ? Or does the term is not Amply fignify that it is 
in no refpecl any where, and that it does not any how participate of effence, 
fince it is net ? It fignifies, indeed, moft fimply. Neither therefore can that 
which is not be, nor in any other refpecl participate of effence. It cannot. 
But is to be generated and corrupted any thing elfe than for this to receive 
effence and for that to lofe effence ? It is nothing elfe. That therefore 
with which nothing of effence is prefent, can neither receive nor lofe it. 
How can it ? The one, therefore, fince it in no refpecl is, can neither po£ 
fefs, nor lofe, nor receive effence, in any manner whatever. It is proper 

it 
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it fhould be fo. The one which is not, will neither therefore be corrupted 
nor generated, fince it in no refpecl participates of effence. It does not 
appear that it will. Neither, therefore, will it be in any refpecl altered; 
for if it fuffered this paffion it would be generated and corrupted. True. 
But if it is not altered, is it not alfo neceffary that it fhould not be moved ? 
It is neceffary. But that which in no refpecl is, we have likewife afferted, 
cannot ftand ftill ; for that which ftands ought always to be in a certain 
fame t How fhould it not ? And thus we muft affert that non-being neither 
at any time ftands nor is moved. For indeed it does not. But likewife 
nothing of beings is prefent with ic; for this, through participating of being, 
would participate of eflence. It is evident. Neither magnitude, therefore, 
nor parvitude, nor equality, belongs to it. Certainly not. Neither will 
fimilitude or diverfity, cither with refpecl to itfelf or others, be prefent with 
it. It does not appear that they will. But what, can other things be in any 
refpecl prefent with it, if nothing ought to be prefent with it? They cannot. 
Neither, therefore, are fimilars nor diffimilars, nor fame nor different, dif
ferent from it. They are not. But what, can any thing be afferted of it, 
or be with it, or can it be any certain thing, or this, or belong to this, or 
that, or be with fome other thing, or be formerly, or hereafter, or now—-
or can fcience, or opinion, or fenfe, or difcourfe, or a name, or any thing 
elfe belonging to beings, fubfift about that which is not ? There cannot. 
The one therefore which is, not, will not in any refpecl fubfift any where. 
So indeed it appears. 

But let us again declare if the one is not, what other things ought to fuffer. 
Let us. But in a certain refpecl others ought to fubfift; for, unlefs others 
have a being, we cannot difcourfe concerning them. True. But if diA 
courfe is about others, others will be different : or do you not call others and 
different the fame ? I do. But do we not fay that different is different from 
different, and other is other than another ? Certainly. With refpecl to 
others, therefore, if they are about to be others, there is fomething than 
which they will be others. It is neceffary. But what will this be ? For 
they will not be different from the one, fince it is not. They will not. They 
are different therefore from each other; for this alone remains to them, or 
to be different from nothing. Right. According to multitudes, therefore, 
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each is different from each ; for they cannot be different according to 
the one, fince the one is not. But each mafs of thefe, as it appears, is infi
nite in multitude. And though any one fKould affume that which appears 
to be the leaft, like a dream in fleep, on a fudden, inftead of that which 
feemed to be one, many would rife to the view; and inftead of that which 
is fmalleft, a quantity perfectly great with refpecl to the multitude diflri
buted from it. Moft right. But among thefe maffes or heaps, others will 
be mutually different from one another, if they are others and the one is not. 
Eminently fo. Will there not then be many heaps, each of which will 
appear to be one, but is not fo fince the one is not ? There will fo. There 
will likewife appear to be a number of thefe, if each of thefe which are 
many is one. Entirely fo. But the even and odd which are among them 
will not have a true appearance, fince the one will not have a being. They 
will not. But likewife that which is fmalleft, as we have faid, will appear 
to be with them ; but this minimum will feem to be many things and 
great, with refpecl to each of the things which are many and fmall. How 
fhould it not ? And every fmall heap will feem in the eye of opinion to be 
equal to many fmall heaps: for it will not appear to pafs from a greater 
into a leffer quantity, before it feems to arrive at fomething between.; and 
this will be a phantafm of equality. It is likely to be fo. Will it not 
alfo appear to be bounded with refpecl to another heap, itfelf withTcfpect 
to itfelf, at the fame time neither having a beginning, nor middle, nor end ? 
How fo ? Becaufe, when any one apprehends by the dianoetic power fome one 
of thefe prior to the beginning, another beginning will always appear, and after 
the end another end will always be left behind : but in the middle there will 
always be other things more inward than.the middle; and fmaller, becaufe 
each of them cannot receive/one one, fmce+the one is not. This is moft true. 
But every thing which any one may apprehend by the dianoetic power, muft I 
think be broken to pieces and diflributed ; for the bulk will in a certain refpect 
be apprehended without the one. Entirely fo. But will not fuch a heap, to him 
who beholds it afar off and with a dull eye, neceffarily appear to be one : but 
to him who with an intellectual eye furveys it near and acutely, will not 
each appear to be infinite in multitude, fince it is deprived of the one, becaujc 
it has no;fubfiftence? It is neceffary it fhould be fo in the higheft,degree. 

5 Each, 



T H E P A R M E N I D E S . *99 

Each, therefore, of other things ought to appear infinite and bounded, and 
one and many, if the one is not, and other things befides the one have a fub
fiftence. It ought to be fo. Will they, therefore, appear to be fimilars and 
diflimilars ? But how ? Since to him who beholds others at a diftance, in
volved as it were in fhadow, they all appear to be one, they will feem to 
fuffer fame and to be fimilar. Entirely fo. But to him who approaches 
nearer they will appear to be many and different, and different from and 
diffimilar to themfelves, through the phantafm of diverfty. It is fo. The 
heaps, therefore, will neceffarily appear to be fimilar and diffimilar to them
felves, and to each other. Entirely fo. Will they not alfo be the fame and 
different from each other, and in contacl with, and feparate from, them
felves, and moved with all poffible motions, and every way abiding: like-
wife generated and corrupted, and neither of thefe, and all of this kind, 
which may be eafily enumerated, if, though the one is not, the many have a 
fubfiftence? All this is moft true. 

Once more, therefore, returning again to the beginning, let us relate what 
ought to happen to things different from the one, if the one is not. Let us 
relate. Does it not, therefore, follow that others are not the one ? How 
fhould it not be fo ? Nor yet are they many ; for, in the many, the one alfo 
would be inherent. For, if none of thefe is one, all are nothing ; fo that nei
ther can there be many. True. The one, therefore, not being inherent in 
others, others are neither many nor one. They are not. Nor will they ap
pear either to be one or many. Why not ? Becaufe others cannot in any 
refpecl have any communication with things which are not, nor can any 
thing of non-beings be prefent with others; for no part fubfifts with non-
beings. True. Neither, therefore, is there any opinion of that which is 
not, inherent in others, nor any phantafm ; nor can that which is not become 
in any refpecl the fubjecl of opinion to others. It cannot. The one, there
fore, if it is not, cannot by opinion be conceived to be any certain one of 
others, nor yet many ; for it is impoffible to form an opinion of many with
out the one. It is impoffible. If the one, therefore, is not, neither have others 
any fubfiftence; nor can the one or the many be conceived by opinion. It 
does not appear that they can. Neither, therefore, do fimilars nor diffimilars 
fubfift. They do not. Nor fame nor different, nor things in contacl, nor 
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fuch as are feparate from each other, nor other things, fuch as we have al
ready difculTed, as appearing to fubfift ; for no particular of thefe will have 
any exiftence, nor will others appear to be, if the one is not. True. If we 
fhould, therefore, fummarily fay, that if the one is not, nothing is, will not 
our aflertion be right ? Entirely fo. Let this then be aflerted by us, and this 
alfo: that whether the one is or is not, both itfelf, as it appears, and others, 
both with refpecl to themfelves and to each other, are entirely all things, 
and at the fame time are not all, and appear to be, and at the fame time do 
not appear. It is moft true. 

THE END OV THE PARMENIDES. 

THE 
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INTRODUCTION 
V O 

T H E S O P H I S T A. 

T H E following is the preface of Proclus * to this dialogue, as preferved in 
the Greek Scholia on Plato, publifhed by Ruhnkenius. " Plato not only calls 
a certain man a Soph iff, but alfo Love a , Pluto, and Jupiter, and fays that the 
fophiflical art is all-beautiful; whence we may conjecture that the dialogue has 
a more noble fcope than it appears to poffefs. For, according to the great 
Jamblichus, its fcope is concerning the fublunary demiurgus 3 ; fince this 
Divinity is the fabricator of images, and the purifier of fouls, always fepa-
rating them from contrary reafons, being a tranfmuter, and a mercenary 
hunter of rich young men. While he receives fouls coming from on high 
replete with productive principles, he takes from them a reward, viz. the 
fabrication of animals, in fuch a way as is accommodated to the nature of 
mortals. This Deity gives himfelf to non-being, becaufe he fabricates ma
terial beings, and embraces matter,—a thing which is truly falfe. At the 
fame time, however, he looks to true being. H e is alfo many-headed, hurl
ing forth many effences and lives, through which he furnifhes the variety of 
generation. The fame power is likewife a magician, in confequence of 
alluring fouls by natural reafons, fo that they are with difficulty divulfed 
from generation. For Love, alfo, and Nature, are called by fome magicians, 

1 Ficinus, who has given a verfion of this preface, afcribes it to Proclus, and doubtlefs from 
good authority. 

a This word is wanting in Ruhnkenius, and is fupplied from the verfion of Ficinus. 
3 Viz. Pluto. 
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on account of the fympathy and antipathy in things which have a natural 
fubfiftence. Now, therefore, Plato wifhes to inftruct us in an all-various 
fophift. For a philofopher is a fophift, as imitating the celeftial and alfo the 
fublunary demiurgus: for the divifive art imitates the progreflion of things 
from the one, and the fublunary the celeftial demiurgus ; and on this account 
he is a fophift. A fophift alfo among men is fo called, becaufe he imitates 
great things: and hence Plato denominates the fophift many-headed. The 
Elean gueft is analogous to the fuperceleftial and exempt father of the arti
ficers of things, but his hearers to demiurgic intellections, one of thefe being 
analogous to the intellection of Jupiter, and the other to angelic intelligence, 
as being Mercurial and geometrical. And becaufe fabrication proceeds from 
the imperfect to the perfect, on this account the Elean gueft firft converfes 
with Theodorus, and afterwards converts himfelf to Socrates in particular 1." 
Thus far Proclus. 

Plato in this dialogue prefents us with fix definitions of a fophift ; but as 
definition cannot be obtained without divifion, for the latter is the principle 
of the former, hence he divides the genus of the fophift by its proper differ
ences, from which, in conjunction with genus, fpecies is compofed and de-

1 I give the original of this fragment of Proclus for the fake of the learned Platonical reader, 
who may not have thefe Greek Scholia in his pofTeflion : for, to a genuine Platonift, every thing 
written by Proclus muft be invaluable. 'On ootpio-rnv xaxei b Tlxaruv xai TOV . . . . (fupple Epara) xat 
rov Atfojv, xat rov A i a , xai nayxaMv Xzyet zivat rr\v coQicrrtxyy ttxyw' b9sv UTTOVOX/JLZV, on y\aQupurzpou <THQ-

vrov ex£™ 0 ^ta^oyog. E°"T' y*p xara rov pzyav Ia[A&toxov cxoitog vuv irzpi rou biro azMvnv ^n/jtioupyou. 'Ourog 
yap ti£(07\o7TOiosj xai xaQaprng 4 ,vX<av> tvavricov Xoywv an XuP^uvi £ aGhnrixog, xai vzuv Trhoufiiav z/*fM(r8og 9i-
pzutng, i^uxas Lrrooixo^og TrXwptig hoyeev avutitv txcrxg, xxt (AHTQCV hxpSavuv Trap' auruvy rv\v Zao7roiov rr\v 
jczrx \oyov ruu-^unruv. 'Ourog zvfoforcA TW /xn O V T I , TX ZVUXX Sv/xtoupyuv, xxt T O W ? a^nSug 4/fj<Jo? ao-irx-
' ^ c / x t v o j , rnv yXTiv. Bte7T£i fo ztg ro ovrag ov. Ourog tJTtv o Tro*-vxtq>xhog> T r o X X a j cjctag xai (uag TTpoGeGkri-
pzvog, oV uv xaraaxeua^zi T«V 7roix»Mav rng yzvzcrstig. 'O JT aurog xai yon;, ug SzXyotv rag ^X^S r°ig Qvjixotg 
hoyots, ug £v(ronro<r7ru<TTCog r)(iiv wnro rng ytv£<rzuf. Kat yap b tpug yotg, xxt h p u a i ? OTTO rtvm (xxyog 
xsxXnrxt $ta rxg o*ufj.7rcc§ziag xxt avmraQttxg TWV <puatt. Nwv ouv rov TrxvroSxirov (ro<pto~rriV fiouXzrxt St-
Sxorxttv. Kat yap xxi b fiKocroQog o-o<p»<mis, wg [M[AOuy.£vog rov n oupavtov fafiioupycv xai TOV ytvzatoupyov. 
Kai r\ foaipzrtxn (xipzirai TJJV « 7 r o T O V hog rxv ovruv irpoofov, xai o yzvz^toupyog rov oupavtov tirifMoupyov. ho xai 
CO$tG~rr\g, xai aurog fo b <ro<pio-rn$ avfyurrog OJV foa TO Ta fJtiya'ha fjUfXzto-Oai, cotyiarvg xahzirat' c9zv xai rov ao-
Qtarnv •xo'Ki/xttya'hov ztpnxzv. 'O fo £zvog zig runov rou itarpog ruv fa/xtoupyovruv voziaQu vitzpovpavtog x a i zZnpYi-
fjLtvog' oi fo axpoarai eig rag foi/xtoupytxag vowngy b (izv tig rrtv rou Aioj, 6 fo tig rw ayytXixw, ug rLppaixog xai 
yeupzrptxog. Kai cvzi r\ fafitoupyia zx rou aretoug etg ro rztetov, foa rovro irpurov b %twg TW Qeobapu auy-

yinrat' ttra fof rnwrpotyng ru foia (lege thu) Xuxparet. 

6 fined. 

file:///oyov


T H E S O P H I S T A. 205 

fined. He alfo fhow?, conformably to what is delivered in the Parmenides, 
that being is fubordinate to the one ; and enumerates five genera of being, viz. 
effence, fame, and different, Jiermajiency and motion. He likewife teaches us 
that true effence belongs to incorporeal, and imaginable to corporeal na
tures ; and is indignant with thofe who deny that there are forms fuperior 
to fenfibles, and alfo with thofe who contend that all things are either alone 
permanent, or alone in motion. Befides all this, he difputes concerning 
fcience and opinion, true and falfe difcourfe, verb and noun, fo far as they 
appear to pertain to the difcuflion of being. He likewife obferves, that the 
fophift is concealed from our view, becaufe he is involved in the darknefs of 
non-entity, and that a philofopher alfo is not eafily difcerned on account of 
the fplendor of being with which he is furrounded: " for the eyes of vul
gar fouls (fays he) are unable to fupport the view of that which is divine." 

In order, however, to underftand the moft abftrufe part of this dialogue, it 
is neceffary to refer the reader to our copious Notes and Introduction to the 
Parmenides: for he whofe mental eye has gained a glimpfe of the ineffable 
light of fujiereffential unity, will more eafily perceive the fplendors of being. 

I only add, that Plato in this dialogue has given a moft beautiful fpecimen 
of that part of his dialectic 1 called divifion; a branch of the mafter fcience 
in which he and the moft illuftrious of his difciples were eminently fkilled, 
and by which they were enabled to difcover all the connecting media in the 
vaft feries of being, and to afcend from that which is laft in the univerfe to 
the ineffable principle of all things. 

* For an ample account of this mailer fcience fee the Introduction to the Parmenides. 

THE 
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PERSONS OF THE DIALOGUE. 

T H E O D O R U S , 11 An E L E A N G U E S T , or S t b a n g e b , 

S O C R A T E S , II And T H E J E T E T U S . 

are come, Socrates, according to our agreement yefterday, as good 
manners require, and have brought with us this gueft, who is an Elean by 
birth, but very different from the affociates of Parmenides and Zeno: he 
is however a great philofopher. 

Soc. Perhaps, therefore, Theodorus, according to the affertion of Homer 
you are conducting a certain God, and not a ftranger. For he fays, that 
both other Gods, and efpecially the hofpitable deity, are converfant with 
men who participate of juft fhame, and that they infpe.cl the infolent and 
the equitable conduct of men. So that perhaps he who now follows you, 
is one of the natures fuperior to man, who attends you in order to behold 
and confute us who difpute badly, as being himfelf a certain reprehending 
God. 

THEO. This is not the manner of this gueft, Socrates, but he is more 
modeft than thofe that are ftudious of contention. And he appears to me, 
as being a man, not to be a God, but to be divine : for fo I denominate all 
philofophers. 

» Odyff. lib. vii. ver. 4 8 5 , &c. See the Apology for the Fables of Homer, vol. i. p. 163 of this 
work. It is well obferved by the Greek Scholiaft on this place, that Socrates now, confidently 
with what he alTerts in the Republic, reprobates thefe verfes of Homer, but in a milder manner, 
in confequence of becoming an afibciate with the Elean gueft. 

4 Soc. 
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Soc. And you do well in calling them fo, my friend. But indeed the 
genus of philofophers is not much more eafily dift inguifhed, as I may fay, 
than that of divinity. For thofe who are not fi&itioufly but truly phi
lofophers, appear through the ignorance of others to be of an all-various 
nature, while they wander about cities, and behold from on high the life of 
inferior natures. And to fome they appear to deferve no honour, but by 
others they are confidered as worthy of all honour. And fometimes they 
appear to be politicians, but at other times Sophifts ; and fometimes, in 
the opinion of certain perfons, they are confidered to be perfectly in fane. 
I would gladly, therefore, inquire of this our gueft, if agreeable to him, 
what his familiars the Eleans think of thefe things, and how they denomi
nate them. 

THEO. What things do you mean, Socrates ? 
Soc. The fophift, politician, and philofopher. 
THEO. What, and of what kind, is the doubt about thefe, which you 

would wifh to have diffolved ? 
Soc. This: Whether they denominate all thefe, one or two. Or 

as there are three names, whether they alfo make a diftribution into three 
genera, and afcribe the refpeclive names to the refpective genera. 

THEO. But I think that he will not envioufly refufe to difcufs thefe 
things. Or how fhall we fay, gueft. ? 

GUEST. In this manner, Theodorus. For I fhall not envioufly refufe, 
nor is it difficult to inform you, that they think thefe are three genera: 
but to define clearly what each of them is, is not a fmall nor an eafy work. 

THEO. YOU have perhaps, Socrates, fallen upon queftions fimilar to thofe 
which we were afking this our gueft before we came hither. But he then 
gave us the fame anfwers as he juft now gave you : for he faid, that he 
had fufficiently heard, and did not forget them. 

Soc. You ought, therefore, to gratify us, O gueft, with refpecl to our 
firft queftion : But tell us thus much, whether you are accuftomed to dif
cufs by yourfelf in a long difcourfe, that which you wifh to evince, or by 
interrogations, which I once heard Parmenides employing, and at the fame 
time delivering all-beautiful arguments, I being then a young and he a very 
elderly man. 

GUEST. If any one anfwers, Socrates, without difficulty, and in a placid 
manner 
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manner, it is more eafy to difcourfe with fuch a one by interrogating; but 
if not, it is better to difcourfe by onefelf. 

Soc. You are at liberty, therefore, to choofe whichever of thefe you 
pleafe: for we fhall all of us obey you without reluctance. But I would 
advife you to choofe fome young man for this purpofe, either Theaetetus 
here, or any other that you may think proper. 

GUEST. I am afhamed, Socrates, that, converfing with you now for the 
firft time, I have not given word for word, but, making a long difcourfe 
either by myfelf or to another, I have acted as if I had been framing a 
demonftration. For in reality no one fhould expect that the prefent 
queftion can be folved with the greateft facility : for it requires a very long 
difcuffion. On the contrary, not to gratify you, and thofe that are now 
affembled, efpecially fince you have afked in fo modeft a manner; would, a s 
it appears to me, be inhofpitable and ruftic ; fince, from what I have before 
faid, and from what you have now urged me to do, 1 fhall have Theaetetus 
here as my affociate in the difcuffion. 

THE£. By thus acting indeed, O gueft, as Socrates fays, you will gratify 
all of us. 

GUEST. It appears then,Theaetetus, that nothing further muft be faid againft 
thefe things. And as it feems, after this, I muft addrefs myfelf to you.. 
But if being weary through the length of the difcourfe you fhould become 
indignant, do not blame me, but thefe your companions, as the caufe of this.. 

Them. I am far from thinking that this will be the cafe : but if a. thing of 
this kind fhould take place, then we can call upon the namefake of Socrates 
here, who is of the fame age with me, and is my affociate in gymnaftic 
exercifes, and who is not unaccuftomed to accomplifh many laborious things 
in conjunction with me. 

GUEST. YOU fpeak well. Deliberate, therefore, about thefe things by 
yourfelf, in the courfe of the difputation : but now confider in common with 
me, beginning in the firft place ( a s it appears to me) from the fophift; 
and let us evince by our difcourfe what he is.. For now both you and I 
have only the name in common refpecting this thing: but perhaps each of 
us thinks differently as to the thing denominated. But it is always requifite 
refpecting every thing, rather to confent through reafons to the thing ifclf, 
than to the name alone without reafon- However, with refpect to the tribe 

which 
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which we now take upon us to inveftigate, it is by no means eafy to appre
hend what a fophift is. It appears however to all men, and is an anticnt 
opinion, that whoever wifhes to labour through great things well, fhould 
exercife himfelf in fuch as are fmall and more eafy, before he attempts fuch 
as are the greateft. Now, therefore, as we are of opinion that the genus 
of a fophift is difficult to inveftigate, I would advife, Theaetetus, that we 
fhould firft of all confider the method of this inveftigation, in fomething 
more eafy: unlets you are able to fhow a more expeditious way. 

Tiieje. But I am not able. 
GUEST. Are you willing, therefore, that, adducing a vile thing, we fhould 

eftablifh it as a paradigm of a greater thing ? 
THEJE. Yes, 
GUEST. But what if we propofe a thing well known, and of a trifling 

nature, but which will contribute as well as any thing to the apprehenfion 
of greater things ? as for inftance a fifherman. Is he not known to every 
one ? and is it not likewife certain, that he does not deferve much ferious 
confideration ? 

THE^E. It is fo. 
GUEST. Yet I fufped he will furnifh us with a method, and reafoning 

procefs, not unadapted to our defign. 
THEJE. In this cafe, therefore, it will be well. 
GUEST. Come then, let us begin from this: and inform me, whether 

we fhould confider a fifherman, as one endued with art, or as without art, 
but poffeffing another power. 

THE;E. We muft by no means confider him as without art. 
GUEST. But there are nearly two fpecies of all arts. 
THEJE. HOW fo •? 
GUEST. Agriculture, and the care refpecting every mortal body, together 

with that pertaining to every thing compofite and plaftic, which we deno
minate an utenfil, and in conjunction with thefe the imitative power, aH 
which may be juftly called by one name. 

THE£. HOW fo ? and by what name ? 
GUEST. When any one afterwards leads into exiftence that which was 

not before, then we fay that he who leads makes, and that the thing led is 
made, 

V O L . III. z E T H E i E . 
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THEJE . Right. 
GUEST. But all the particulars which we juft now mentioned poffefs a 

power adapted to this. 
Theje. They do. 
GUEST . In a fummary way, therefore, we (hall denominate them effective. 
Theje. Be it fb. 
GUEST . But after this, the whole fpecies of difcipline and knowledge, 

together with the fpecies of gain, conteft and hunting, may be called a 
certain art of acquiring, fince no one of thefe fabricates any thing, but pro
cures things which are and have been, partly fubjecting them to its power 
by words and actions, and partly conceding them to thofe by whom they are 
received. 

THEJE. They may be fo called : for it is proper. 
GUEST. Since all arts, therefore, confift either in acquiring or in effecting, 

in which of thefe, Theaetetus, fhall we place the art of fifhing ? 
Theje. Doubtlefs in the art of acquiring. 
GUEST. But are there not two fpecies of the art of acquiring ? the one 

being a commutation between thofe that are willing, through gifts, buying, 
and wages ? But the other will be a mancipation, effected either by deeds 
or words. 

THEJE. It appears this muft be the cafe, from what has been faid. 
GUEST. But what ? Muft not mancipation alfo receive a twofold divifion ? 
THEJE. After what manner ? 
GUEST. The one being apparent, and wholly agoniftic; but the other 

being occult, and wholly confuting in hunting. 
THEJE. Yes. 
GUEST. It is likewife abfurd, not to give hunting a twofold divifion. 
THEJE. Inform me how. 
GUEST. One member of the divifion confifts of the inanimate, and the 

other of the animated kind. 
THEJE. Undoubtedly : for there are both thefe. 
GUEST. HOW, indeed, is it poflible there fhould not? And it is requifite 

that we fhould leave the hunting of inanimate things without a name, 
and that we fhould likewife difmifs the consideration of certain parts of 
the art of fwiuaming, and other trifling things of this kind ; and denominate 

the 
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the other part, which is the hunting of animated natures, the hunting of 
animals. 

THEJE. Be it fo. 
GUEST. But is it not juftly faid, that there is a twofold fpecies of the 

hunting of animals ? one being the hunting of the pedeftrian kind, which 
is diftinguifhed by many fpecies and names, but the other of every fwimming 
animal, and which is denominated hunting in water ? 

THEJE. Entirely fo. 
GUEST. But of the fwimming divifion, we fee that one kind cuts the air 

with wings, and that the, other is aquatic. 
THE;E, Undoubtedly. 
GUEST. But all the hunting of the winged tribe is called fowling. 
Them. It is fo. 
GUEST. But nearly that of all the aquatic tribe, fifhing. 
THE.*:. Yes. 
GUEST. But what? Muft we not divide this hunting into two greateft 

parts? 
Them. What are thefe parts ? 
GUEST. According to which we either fifli with nets, or by percuffion. 
Them. HOW do you fay ? And how do you divide each ? 
GUEST. That every thing which on all fides enclofing retrains anything 

for the fake of impediment, is fitly denominated a net. 
THE.E. Entirely fo. 
GUEST. But do you call a bow-net, dictuon x , a fnare, and a calling-net* 

any thing elfe than nets ? 
T H E ^ . Nothing elfe. 
GUEST. We muft fay, therefore, that this hunting with nets is a part of 

fifhing, or fomething of this kind. 
THE^. We muft. 
GUEST. But that which is accomplifhed with hooks and darts, by per-» 

cuflion, and which is different from the other kind of fifhing, it will be 
proper that we fhould now call by one word, percutient-hunting, unlefs you, 
Theastetus, have any thing better to fay. 

1 The ditluon was a larger and wider kind of net. 
2 E 2 Theje. 
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THEJE. Let us pay no attention to the name : for this is fufficient. 
GUEST. Of percutient-hunting, therefore, one kind is I think nocturnal, 

being effected by the light of fire ; and on this account it happens to be 
called igniferous. 

THEiE. Entirely fo. 
GUEST. But the other kind is diurnal, and is effected with tridents hooked 

on the extremities of rods ; the whole of this being aduncous fifhing. 
THEJE. It is indeed fo called. 
GUEST. Of aduncous-percutient-flffiing, therefore, that kind which is 

effected by darting the tridents into the water from on high, is I think 
called by fome tridental fifhing. 

THEJE. SO certain perfons fay. 
GUEST. Only one fpecies then, as I may fay, remains. 
THEJE. What is that? 
GUEST. A percuffion contrary to this, effected indeed with a hook, but 

not cafually ftriking any part of the body, as in fifhing with tridents, but 
piercing only the head and mouth of the fifh, and drawing it upwards with 
rods and reeds. By what name, Theaetetus, fhall we fay this ought to be 
called ? 

THEJE. By that of aduncous fifhing with rods: and we now appear to 
have accomplifhed that which we propofed to difcufs. 

GUEST. NOW, therefore, you and I have not only accorded in giving a 
name to fifhing, but we have likewife fufficiently explained the manner in 
w.hich it is conducted. For, of the whole art, one half we faid confifted in 
acquiring; and the half of this in manual fubjugation ; and again the half 
of this in hunting. Likewife that the half of hunting confifted in the cap
ture of animals ; and that the half of the capture of animals was hunting in 
water. That again, of hunting in water, the downward divifion of the whole 
was fifhing ; that the half of fifhing was percntient; that the half of percutient 
fifhing was performed with a hook : and laftly, that the half of this confifted 
in drawing that which is downwards upwards; and that, thence deriving its 
name, it is called aduucous fifhing with rods. 

THEJE. This, therefore, has been in every refpect fufficiently fhown. 
GUEST. Come then, let us endeavour according to this paradigm to 

difcover what a fophift is. 
4 THEJE. 
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THEJE. By all means. 
GUEST. And this indeed was the firft object of inquiry in the example 

juft adduced, whether a fifherman is to be confidered as a rude character, or 
as one endued with a certain art. 

THEJE. It was. 
GUEST. And now, Theaetetus, fhall we call a fophift a rude character, or 

one in every refpect fkilful ? 
THEJE. We muft by no means call him a rude character. For I under

ftand what you fay, that he who i s fo called ought not to be unfkilful, but 
endued with a certain art. 

GUEST. But with what art ought we to confider him endued? 
THEJE. I afk you the fame queftion. 
GUEST. By the Gods, then, are we ignorant that one of thefe men is 

allied to the other? 
THEJE. Which men ? 
GUEST. The fifherman and the fophift. 
THEJE. In what refpect are they allied ? 
GUEST. Both of them appear to me to be hunters. 
THEJE. Of what is this latter character a hunter ? for we have fpoken 

of the other. 
GUEST. We divided the whole of hunting into the fwimming and the 

pedeftrian. 
THEJE. We did. 
GUEST. And we difcuffed, indeed, the particulars refpecting the fwim

ming part of aquatic natures; but we omitted the pedeftrian divifion, and 
faid that it was multiform. 

THEJE. Entirely fo. 
GUEST. Thus far, therefore, the fophift and the fifherman equally proceed 

from the art of acquiring. 
THEJE. They appear fo indeed. 
GUEST. Some however, abandoning the hunting of land animals, betake 

themfelves to the fea, to rivers and lakes, and hunt animals in thefe. 
THEJE. Undoubtedly. 
Gu EST. But fome fubjugate animals on the earth, and in rivers, as iu 

meadows abounding with riches and youthfulnefs. 
THEJE. 
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THEiE. How do you fay ? 
GUEST. Of pedeftrian hunting there are two greateft parts. 
THEJE. Of what kind is each of thefe parts ? 
GUEST. One is the hunting of tame, and the other of favage animals* 
THEiE. Is there any hunting then of tame animals ? 
GUEST. Either man is a tame animal, (adopt what I fay as you pleafe,) 

or no animal is tame ; or fome other animal is tame, hut man is a favage 
animal: or you may fay that man indeed is a tame animal, but you may 
think that there is no hunting of men. Adopt whichever of thefe divifions 
is moft agreeable to you. 

THEJE. But I think, O gueft, that we are a tame animal, and I fay that 
there is a hunting of men. 

GUEST. We muft fay then that there is alfo a twofold hunting of tame 
animals. 

THEJE. HOW fo ? 
GUEST. By defining predatory hunting, that which reduces into bondage, 

and tyrannic hunting, to be all of them violent hunting. 
THEiE. Well denned. 
GUEST. But that which pertains to judicial cafes, popular harangues, 

and difcourfe, may fummarily be called a certain art of perfuafion. 
T H E ^ . Right. 
GUEST. But of this art of perfuafion we fay there are two kinds. 
THEJE. What are they ? 
GUEST. One of them is private, and the: other public. 
THEJE. There are thefe two fpecies. 
GUEST. Again, with refpecl to the hunting of private perfuafion, one kind 

is effected by wages, and another by gifts. 
THEJE. I do not underftand you. 
GUEST. It feems you have never attended to the hunting of lovers. 
THEJE. In what refpect ? 
GUEST. In this, that befides other things they beftow gifts on thofe they 

have caught. 
THEJE. YOU fpeak moft true. 
GUEST. Let this then be a fpecies of the amatory art. 
THEJE. By all means. 

6 GUEST. 
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GuBST. But with refpecl to that fpecies of the hunting of perfuafion which 
is effected by wages, that part of it which converfes with others through 
favour, and entiiely procures enchantments through pleafure, that it may 
thence alone receive aliment as its reward, this I think we all of us call 
adulation, or a certain art adminiftering to pleafure. 

THEJE. Undoubtedly. 
GUEST. But another part of it profeffes to converfe for the fake of virtue, 

and requires money for its reward. Ought not this part, therefore, to be 
called by another name ? 

THEJE. Undoubtedly. 
GUEST. Endeavour to tell me this name. 
THEJE. It is evident. For we appear to me to have found a fophift; and 

I think this name is adapted to this other part of the object of our invefti-
gation. 

GUEST. According to the prefent reafoning, as it feems, Theaetetus, the 
profeftion of a fophift muft be called an art, fervile, fubjugating, and vena-
tic; hunting pedeftrian, tcrreftrial, and tame animals; or, in other words, 
privately bringing men into captivity for pecuniary rewards, and enfnaring 
rich and noble young men, through an opinion of erudition. 

THEJE. Entirely fo. 
GUEST. Further ftill, let us confider as follows :—For the object of our 

prefent inveftigation does not participate of a certain vile art, but of one 
various in the extreme. For, from what has been before faid, we may con
jecture that it does not belong to that kind of art which we juft now men
tioned, but to another kind. 

THEJE. What is that kind? 
GUEST. There were in a certain refpect two fpecies of the art of acquiring, 

the one confifting in hunting, and the other flowing from contracts. 
THEJE. There were. 
GUEST. We fay, therefore, that there are two fpecies of contracts, the 

one confifting in bellowing, and the other in buying and felling. 
THEJE. There are fo. 
GUEST. And again, we fay that the fpecies of contracts which confifts in 

buying and felling, muft receive a twofold divifion. 
THEJE. How ? 

GUEST. 
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GUEST. He who expofes his own works to fale may be called a feller of 
his own property ; but he who fells the works of others, an exchanger. 

THEiE. Entirely fo. 
GUEST. But what ? Is not that exchange which takes place in the fame 

city, and which is nearly the half of the whole of exchange, denominated 
cauponary ? 

THEJE. Yes. 
GUEST. And is not the other half that which takes place by buying and 

felling in different cities, and which we call emporic ? 
THEJE. Undoubtedly. 
GUEST. And do we not perceive, that of emporic exchange, one part per

tains to the nutriment of the body, and the other to the difcipline of the 
foul, exchanging erudition for money ? 

THEJS. HOW do you fay ? 
GUEST. That part which pertains to the foul we are, perhaps, unac

quainted with : for the other part we underftand. 
THEJE. We do. 
GUEST. But we fay that he who buys mufic in one city by learning, and 

fells it in another by teaching, and who acts in a fimilar manner with refpect 
to painting, enchantment, and many other things pertaining to the foul, as 
well ferious as jocofe,—we fay that fuch a one traffics no lefs than he who 
fells meats and drinks. 

THEJE. YOU fpeak mofttrue. 
GUEST. Will you not, therefore, fimilarly denominate him who wanders 

about different cities in order to exchange difciplines for money ? 
THEJE. Very much fo. 
GUEST. But of this merchandize pertaining to the foul, may not one part 

be moft juftly called demonftrative ; and may not the other part, though ridi
culous, yet, fince it is no lefs the felling of difciplines than the former, be 
called by a name which is the brother to that of felling ? 

THEJE. Entirely fo. 
GUEST. But in this traffic of difciplines, he who fells the difciplines of 

other arts muft be called by a name different from him who fells the difci
plines of virtue. 

THEJE. Undoubtedly. 
GUEST. 
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GUEST. For he who fells the difciplines of other arts may be aptly called 
a feller of arts ; but confider by what name he fhoul J be called who fells the 
difciplines of virtue. 

THE^E. By what other name can he be called without error, except that 
which is the object of our investigation at prefent, a fophift ? 

GUEST. By no other. We may, therefore, now collect as follows : that, 
by a fecond investigation, a fophift has appeared to us to be an exchanger, 4 
buyer and feller, a merchant reflecting difcourfes, and one who fells the, 
difciplines of virtue. 

THEJE. Very much fo. 
GUEST. In the third place, I think that you in like manner will call him, 

a fophift, who being fettled in a city, partly buys and partly himfelf fabric 
cates difciplines, which he fells in order to procure the neceffaries of life. 

THEJE. Why, indeed, fhould I not ? 
GUEST. YOU will, therefore, call him a fophift who is converfant in ac

quiring, who traffics, and fells either his own inventions, or thofe of others, 
about the difciplines of virtue. 

THEJE. Neceffarily fo. For it is requifite to affent to reafon. 
GUEST. Let us ftill further confider, whether the genus which we are at 

prefent invcftigating is fimilar to a certain thing of this kind. 
THEJE. Of what kind ? 
GUEST. Of the art of acquiring, a certain part appeared to us to be; 

ag-oniftic. 
THEJE. It did. 
GUEST. It will not, therefore, be improper to give it a twofold divifion. 
THEJE. Inform me how you divide it. 
GUEST. One part is defenfive, and the other offensive. 
THEJE. It is fo. 
GUEST. Of the offenfive part, therefore, that which takes place when 

bodies fight againft bodies may be fitly called violence. 
THEJE. It may. 
GUEST. But what elfe, Thecetetus, can that which takes place when argu

ments oppofe arguments be called, except contention ? 
THEJE. Nothing elfe. 
GUEST. But as to contentions, there muft be a twofold divifion. 
VOL. i n . 2 F THEJE, 
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THEJE. In what refpecl ? 
GUEST. For, f o far as contention takes place through employing prolix 

arguments againft prolix arguments in public concerning things juft and u n -
juft, it is judicial. 

THEJE. It is. 
GUEST. But when it takes place i n private, by a diflribution into minute 

parts, through queftion and anfwer, are we accuftomed t o call i t any thing 
elfe than contradiction ? 

THEJE. Nothing elfe. 
GUEST. But of contradiction, that part which is employed about contracts, 

and W h i c h fubfifts cafually, and without art, is t o be placed as a feparate fpe
cies, fince reafon diftinguifhes it from other kinds o f contradiction; but it 
has neither been afligned a name by any o f the antients, nor does it deferve 
to be denominated by us at prefent. 

THEJE. True. 
GUEST. For it is divided into parts extremely fmall and all-various. But 

that which proceeds according to art, and difputes about things juft and un-
juft, and univerfally about other particulars, we are accuftomed t o call con
tentious. 

THEJE. Undoubtedly. 
GUEST. But o f the contentious divifion, one part diflipates poffeflions, and 

the other accumulates wealth. 
THEJE. Entirely fo. 
GUEST. We fhould, therefore, endeavour t o difcover by what name each 

o f thefe ought t o be called. 
THEJE. It is proper to do fo. 
GUEST. It appears then t o me, that he who, through delighting in t h e 

ftudy o f contention, neglects his affairs, and is always hunting after trifling 
queftions, cannot be called any thing elfe than a man of words. 

THEJE. He may, indeed, be called fo. 
GUEST. But d o you now, in your turn, endeavour to inform me how he is 

to be denominated who endeavours t o acquire wealth from private contention, 
THEJE. Can any one with rectitude call him any thing elfe than that won* 

derful character the fophift, which we inveftigate, and w h o now again for 
the fourth time prefeuts himfelf t o our view ? 

4 GUEST. 
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2 GUEST. 

GUEST. AS reafon, therefore, again (hows us, a fophift is nothing elfe 
than that pecuniary genus which is converfant with the art of contention, 
with contradiction, controverfy, hoftile oppofition, and with the agoniftic art, 
and that of acquiring. 

THEJE. He is altogether fo. 
GUEST. Do you not perceive, therefore, that it is truly faid, this wild beaft 

is a various animal, and that, according to the proverb, he is not to be caught 
with the other hand ? 

THEJE. It will, therefore, be proper to ufe both hands. 
GUEST. It will be proper, and we muft do fo to the utmoft of our power. 

But inform me, whether we have any fervile names ? 
THE2E. We have many. But refpecting which of the many do you afk 

me ? 
GUEST. Such as when we fay to wafh, to diftribute, to boil, and to feparate. 
THEJE. Undoubtedly. 
GUEST. And befides thefe, to card wool, to draw down, to comb, and ten 

thoufand other fuch-like words which we meet with in the arts. Or do wc 
not? 

THEJE. Which among thefe do you wifh to ferve throughout, as an in* 
ftance of what you mean to evince ? 

GUEST. All the names that have been mentioned are in a certain refpect 
divifive. 

THEJB. They are. 
GUES r. According to my reafoning, therefore, fince there is one art in ail 

thefe, we fhould call them by one name. 
THEJE. By what name ? 
GUEST. Segregative. 
THEJE. Be it fo. 
GUEST. Confider, again, whether we are able to perceive two fpecies of 

this ? 
THEJE. YOU feem to urge me to a rapid confideration. 
GUEST. And, indeed, in all thefe fegregations, the worfe was feparatcd 

from the better, and the fimilar from the fimilar. 
THEJE. It appears that it was nearly fo faid. 
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GUEST- Of the latter of thefe fegregations, therefore, I cannot tell the 
name ; but 1 can of that which leaves the better and rejects the worfe. 

THEJE. Inform me what it is. 
GUEST. The whole of this feparation (as I conjecture) is called by all men 

a certain purification. 
THEJE. It is fo called. 
GUEST. Does not, therefore, every one fee that the cathartic fpecies is 

twofold I 
THEJE. Yes, If any one, perhaps, thinks about it at leifure; for I do 

not fee it at prefent. 
GUEST. And, indeed, it is proper to comprehend in one name the many 

.fpecies of purgations pertaining to the body. 
THEJE. What kind of purgations do you mean ? and by what name ought 

.they to be called } 
GUEST. The inward purgations of the bodies of animals, by gymnaftic 

and medicine, which purify by rightly feparating; and thofe which operate 
externally, and which it is vile to mention, viz. fuch as baths afford; and 
likewife the purgations of inanimate bodies, by means of the fuller's art, and 
the whole art of adorning the body, which occafions attention to things of a 
trifling nature,—all thefe appear to be allotted many and ridiculous names.. 

THEJE. Very much fo. 
GUEST. Entirely fo, indeed, Theretetus. But the order of reafoning cares 

neither more nor lefs, whether wiping with a fponge purifies in a fmall de
gree, but the drinking a medicine is more advantageous to us, by the purifi
cation it affords. For, that it may underftand all arts, by endeavouring to 
apprehend what is allied, and what not, it equally honours the feveral arts, 
and is of opinion that fome are not more ridiculous than others according 
to fimilitude. It likewife confiders hunting, effected through military difci-
pline, as in no refpect more venerable than fearching after vermin, but for 
the moft part more futile. And now, indeed, which was what you afked, 
we have comprehended in one name all the powers which are allotted the 
purification either of an animated or inanimate body ; but it is of no confe
quence to the prefent difputation what name may appear to be more becom
ing, if it be only placed feparate from the purgations of the foul, and include 

S i t t 
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in itfelf all fuch things as purify the body. For the order of reafoning now 
endeavours to feparate the purification of the dianoetic part from other pur
gations, if we underftand what it willies to accomplifh. 

THEJE. But I do underftand, and I grant that there are two fpecies of 
purification ; one fpecies refpecting'the foul, and the other, which is feparate 
from this, refpecting the body. 

GUEST. You fpeak in the moft beautiful manner. Attend to me, there
fore, in what follows, and endeavour to give a twofold divifion to what has 
been faid. 

THEJE. Wherever you may lead, I will endeavour to diftribute in con
junction with you. 

GUEST. DO we not fay, then, that depravity in the foul is fomething dif
ferent from virtue ? 

THEJE. Undoubtedly. 
GUEST. And we likewife faid, that purification confifts in rejecting what 

is depraved, and preferving what remains. 
THEJE. We did fay fo. 
GUEST. SO far, therefore, as we fhall difcover an ablation of depravity in 

the foul, we ought to call it purgation. 
THEJE. And very much fo. 
GUEST. TWO fpecies of depravity in the foul muft be eftabliftied. 
THEJE. What are they ? 
GUEST. The one is like difeafe in the body, but the other refembles inhe

rent bafenefs. 
THEJE. I do not underftand you. 
GUEST. Perhaps you do not think that difeafe is the fame with fedition. 
THEJE. Again, I am not able to anfwer this queftion. 
GUEST. Whether do you think fedition is any thing elfe than the corrup

tion of natural alliance through a certain difcord ? 
THEJE. It is nothing elfe. 
GUEST. And is bafenefs any thing elfe than entire deformity, arifing from 

the immoderation of things of one kind ? 
THEJE, It is nothing elfe. 
GUEST, What then, do we not fee in the foul of the depraved that opi

nions 
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nions differ from defires, anger from pleafures, reafon from pain, and all thefe 
from each other? 

THEJE. And very much fo. 
GUEST. But all thefe are neceffarily allied to each other. 
THEJE. Undoubtedly. 
GUEST. We fhall fpeak rightly, therefore, in calling depravity the fedition 

and difeafe of the foul. 
THEJE. We fhall fpeak moft rightly. 
GUEST. But what, when we fee fuch things as participate of motion, and 

propofe to themfelves a certain end, wander from and mifs the mark accord
ing to every impulfe, do we fay that they are affected in this manner through 
fymmetry to each other, or, ou the contrary, through a privation of fym-
melry ? 

THEJE. It is evident that this* happens through a privation of fymmetry. 
GUEST. But we know that every foul is involuntarily ignorant of any 

thing. 
THEJE. Very much fo. 
GUEST. But ignorance is nothing elfe than a delirium of the foul, which, 

while it is impelled to truth, wanders in its apprehenfion of things. 
THEJE. Entirely fo. 
GUEST. We muft confider, therefore, a foul involved in ignorance as bafe 

and deformed. 
THEJJE. So it appears. 
GUEST. It feems, therefore, that there are thefe two genera of evils in the 

foul; one of which is called by the multitude depravity, and is moft evi
dently a difeafe. 

THEM. It is. 

GUEST. But the other the multitude call ignorance, but they are unwilling 
to acknowledge that this is a vice in the foul. 

THE,E. It muft by all means be granted, though when you juft now fpoke 
I was doubtful of it, that there are two genera of vice or depravity in the 
foul; and that we ought to confider timidity, intemperance, injuftice, and 
every thing elfe of this kind, as a difeafe in us ; but the paffion of abundant 
and all-various ignorance as bafenefs. 

GUEST. 
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GUEST. In the body, therefore, are there not two certain arts about thefe 
two paflions ? 

THEJE. What are thefe arts? 
GUEST. About bafenefs, gymnaftic ; but about difeafe, medicine. 
THEJE, It appears fo. 
GUEST. About infolcnce, therefore, injuftice, and timidity, is not chaftiz* 

ing juftice naturally the moft adapted of all arts ? 
THEJE. It is likely, as I may fay, according to human opinion. 
GUEST. But, can any one fay that there is a more proper remedy for all 

ignorance than erudition ? 
THEJE. NO one can. 
GUEST. Muft we fay, therefore, that there is only one kind of erudition, 

or that there are more kinds than one? But take notice, that there are two 
greateft genera of it. 

THEJE. I do take notice. 
GUEST. And it appears to me that we fhall very rapidly difcover this. 
THEJE. In what manner? 
GUEST. By perceiving that ignorance has a certain twofold divifion. For, 

being twofold, it is evident that it neceffarily requires a twofold mode of in-
ftruclion, correfponding to the members of its divifion. 

THEJE. What then? Is that apparent which is the object of your prefent 
inveftigation ? 

GUEST. I perceive, indeed, a great and ponderous fpecies of ignorance, 
which outweighs all its other parts. 

THEJE, Of what kind is it ? 
GUEST. When he who is ignorant of a thing appears to himfelf to know 

it. For it appears that through this all the deceptions in our dianoetic part 
take place. 

THEJE. True. 
GUEST. And I think that to this fpecies of ignorance alone the name of 

yufticity fhould be given. 
THEJE. Entirely fo. 
GUEST. HOW, therefore, do you think that part of erudition fhould be 

called which liberates from this fpecies of ignorance I 
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THEJE. I think, indeed, O gueft, that the other part is denominated de
miurgic erudition, but that this is called by us difcipline. 

GUEST. It is nearly fo denominated, Theaetetus, by all the Greeks. But 
this alfo muft be confidered by us, whether the whole of this is indivifible, or 
poffeffes a certain divifion which deferves to be named. 
, THEJE. It is requifite to confider this. 

GUEST. It appears, therefore, to me, that this may be ftill further divided. 
THEJE. According to what ? 
GUEST. Of the erudition which is effected by difcourfe, one way appears 

to be more rough, and another part of it more fmooth. 
THEJE. Of what kind do we call each of thefe ? 
GUEST. The oneantient and paternal, which men formerly adopted to

wards their children, and many ufe at prefent, viz. as often as children do 
wrong, partly feverely reproving) and partly mildly admonifhing them. But 
the whole of this may be called with the utmoft propriety admonition. 

THEJE. It may fo. 
GUEST. But fome are of opinion that all ignorance is involuntary, -and that 

no one who thinks himfelf wife is willing to learn thofe things in which he 
confiders himfelf as fkilled ; but that the admonitory fpecies of difcipline 
makes very fmall advances with great labour. 

THEJE. And they think right. 
GUEST. They likewife adopt another mode in order to difclofe this opinion. 
THEJE. What mode? 
GUEST. By inquiring into thofe particulars about which a man thinks he 

fays fomething to the purpofe, when at the fame time this is far from being 
the cafe. In the next place, they eafily explore the opinions of thofe that 
err, and, collecting them together by a reafoning procefs, render them the 
fame with each other: and after this they evince that thefe opinions are 
contrary to themfelves, reflecting the fame things, with reference to the 
lame, .and according to the fame. But thofe whofe opinions are thus ex
plored, on feerng this, are indignant with themfelves, and become milder to 
others ; and after this manner are liberated from mighty and rigid opinions ; 
•.which liberation is of all others the moftpleafant to hear, and the moft firm 
to him who is the fubject of it. For, O beloved youth, thofe that purify 

thefe 
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thefe think in the fame manner as phyficians with refpecl to bodies. For 
phyiicians are of opinion, that the body cannot enjoy falubrious food till 
fome one removes,the impediments it contains. In like manner, thefe men
tal purifiers think that the foul can derive no advantage from difciplines ac
commodated to its nature, till he who is confuted is afhamed of his error, and, 
the impediments of difciplines being expelled, viz. falfe opinions, he becomes 
pure, and alone thinks that he knows the things which he does know, and 
not more than he knows. 

THEJE. This is the beft and the moft modeft of habits. 
GUEST. Hence, Theaetetus, we muft fay, that confutation 1 is the greateft 

and the chief of all purifications; and that he who is not confuted, even 
though he fhould be the great king himfelf, fince he would be unpurified in 
things of the greateft confequence, will be rude and bafe with refpect to 
thofe things in which it is fit he fhould be moft pure and beautiful, who 
wifhes to become truly happy. 

THEJE. Entirely fo. 
GUEST. But by whom fhall we fay this art is employed? For I am afraid 

to fay it is ufed by the fophifts. 
THEJE. On what account ? 
GUEST. Left we fhould honour them more than is fit, 
THEJE. But yet what has been juft now faid appears to be adapted to a 

certain character of this kind. 
GUEST. SO likewife a wolf refembles a dog, a moft favage a moft mild 

animal. But he who wifhes to be free from deception ought to guard againft 
fimilitude above all things : for it is a genus of the greateft lubricity. But, 
at the fame time, let thefe things be admitted ; for I think it is not proper 
to difpute about fmall terms, at a time when thefe ought to be carefully 
avoided. 

THEJE. It is not proper. 
GUEST. Let, therefore, a fpecies of the feparating art be cathartic: and 

let a part of the cathartic fpecies be limited to the foul. But of this let a part 
be doctrinal; and of the doctrinal let difcipline be a part. But of difcipline, 

1 Plato here alludes to the third energy of the diale&ic method, the end of which is a purifi
cation from twofold ignorance. See the Introduction to the Parmenides. 

V O L . I l l , 2 G t h a t 
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that confutation which takes place about a vain opinion of wifciom (hould 
be called, as it appears from our prefent difcourfe, nothing elfe than that 
fophiftic art which is of a noble race. 

THEJE. It mould be fo called. But I am dubious, what, out of many 
things which prefent themfelves, it is fit truly and ftrenuoufly to call a 
fophift. 

GUEST. YOU are very properly dubious. But indeed it is proper to 
think, that even a fophift himfelf will now very much doubt, by what 
means he may efcape our arguments. For the proverb rightly fays, It is 
not eafy to avoid all things. Now, therefore, let us attack him with all our 
might. 

THEM. YOU fpeak well. 
GUEST. But, in the firft place, let us ftop as it were to take breath, and 

reafon among ourfelves, at the* fame time mutually refting when we are 
weary. Let us confider, then, how many forms the fophift affumes. For 
we appear from our firft investigation to have difcovered, that he is a 
mercenary hunter of the youthful and rich. 

THEJE. We do fo. 
GUEST. But from our fecond inveftigation it appears, that he is a certain 

merchant in the difciplines of the foul. 
THEJE. Entirely fo. 
GUEST. And did he not, in the third place, appear to be a huckfter 

about thefe fame things ? 
THEJE. He did. And did we not, in the fourth place, find him to be 

one who fells us his own inventions ? 
GUEST. YOU properly remind me. But I will endeavour to remember 

the fifth particular. For, in the next place, we found him to be one who 
ftrives in the agoniftic exercife about difcourfes, and who is defined from 
the art of contention. 

THEJE. We did fo. 
GUEST. The fixth form is indeed ambiguous ; but at the fame time we 

muft admit it, and grant that a fophift is a purifier of fuch opinions as are 
an impediment to difciplines refpecling the foul. 

THEJE. Entirely fo, 
GUEST. Do you therefore perceive, that, when any oue appears to poffefs 

a fcientific 
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a fcientiflc knowledge of many things, and is called by the name of one 
art, this is not a found phantafm ? It is indeed evident, that he wTho is thus 
affected with refpect to any art cannot behold that particular thing to 
which all thefe difciplines look. Hence he who poffeffes a multitude of 
difciplines fhould be called by many names, inftead of one name. 

THEJE. This appears to be in the higheft degree natural. 
GUEST. Left, therefore, the fame thing mould happen to us through in

dolence in this investigation, let us repeat, in the firft place, one of the 
things which we faid refpecting the fophift: for one of thefe appears to me 
efpecially to indicate him. 

THEJE. Which of them ? 
GUEST. We faid that he was in a certain refpect a contradictor. 
THEJE. We did. 
GUEST. And does he not alfo become a teacher of this to others ? 
THEJE. Undoubtedly. 
GUEST. Let us now, therefore, confider, about what it is that fophifts 

fay they make others contradictors. But let our confideration from the 
beginning be as follows. With refpect to divine things which are un-
apparent to the many, do fophifts fufficiently impart the power of con
tradiction ? 

THEJE. This is indeed afferted of them. 
GUEST. But what with refpect to things apparent, fuch as earth and 

heaven, and the particulars pertaining to thefe ? 
THEJE. What of them ? 
GUEST. For, in private converfations, when any thing is afferted in 

general refpecting generation and effence, we fay that the fophifts are 
fkilled in contradicting, and that they are able to render others like them
felves. 

THEJE. Entirely fo. 
GUEST. But what, with refpect to laws, and all political concerns, do v 

they not alfo promife to make men contentious in thefe ? 
THEJE. NO one, as I may fay, would difcourfe with them unlefs they 

promiled this. 
GUEST. But writings containing fuch contradictions as ought to be urged 

2 0 2 agaiiift 
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againft the profeffors of the feveral arts, may every where be procured by 
him who willies to learn the art of contradiction. 

THEJE. YOU appear to me to allude to the writings of Protagoras re
flecting wreflling and the other arts. 

GUEST. And to the writings of many others, O bleffed man. But is not 
the art of contradicting, fummarily a certain power, fufficient to bring all 
things into controverfy ? 

THEJE. It appears, therefore, that nearly nothing is omitted. 
GUEST. But by the Gods, O boy, do you think this is poflible ? For 

perhaps you young men behold this more acutely, but we more dully. 
THEJE. In what refpect ? and why do you particularly affert this ? For I 

do not underftand your prefent queftion. 
GUEST. I afked, if it were poffible for any one man to know all things. 
THEJE. If it were poffible, our race, O gueft, would be bleffed. 
GUEST. HOW, therefore, can any one destitute of fcience be able, by con

tradicting, to urge any thing found againft him who is endued with fcience ? 
THEJE. He cannot in any refpect. 
GUEST. What then is it which will be wonderful in the fophiftic power ? 
THEJE. About what ? 
GUEST. The manner by which fophifts are able to produce an opinion in 

young men, that they are the wifeft of all men in all things ? For it is evident 
that, unlefs they contradicted rightly, or at leaft appeared to do fo to young 
men, and, when appearing to do fo, unlefs they were confidered to be more 
wife through their contentions, they would be without employment, and, as 
you faid, no one would give them money to become their difciple. 

THEJE. Doubtlefs no one would. 
GUEST. But now men are willing to do this. 
THEJE. And very much fo. 
GUEST. For I think the fophifts appear to have a fcientific knowledge of 

thofe particulars about which they employ contradiction. 
THEJE. Undoubtedly. 
GUEST. But do they employ contradiction in all things ? Shall we fay fb ? 
THEJE. Yes. 
GUEST. They appear, therefore, to their difciples to be wife in all things. 

3 THEJE. 
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THEJE. Undoubtedly. 
GUEST. But vet they are n o t : for this feems to be impoflible. 
THEJE. It does. 
GUEST. A fophift, therefore, appears to us to poffefs doxaftic, and not 

t rue fcience, about all things. 
THEJE. Ent irely fo. And what has been now faid, refpecting fophifts, 

feems to be moft rightly faid. 
GUEST. Le t us, therefore, affume a clearer paradigm refpecting them. 
THEJE. W h a t is that ? 
GUEST. This . But endeavour to attend to wha t I fay, and anfwer m e 

in the beft manner you are able. 
THEJE. O f what kind is the paradigm ? 
GUEST. Juft as if any one fhould affert that he neither fays any th ing, nor 

contradicts, but that he makes and caufes all things to be k n o w n by one a r t . 
THEJE. W h a t is your meaning in all this ? 
GUEST. YOU are obwoufly ignorant of the beginning of wha t is fa id: 

for, as it feems, you do not underftand the word all. 
THEJE. 1 do not. 
GUEST. 1 fay then that you and I are in the number of all things, and 

befides us, other animals and trees. 
THEJE. HOW do you fay ? 
GUEST. If any one fhould affert that he would m a k e you and m e , and 

all other living things. 
THEJE. O f what making do you fpeak ? For you do not mean a hufband-

man, becaufe the artificer you mention is a maker of animals. 
GUEST. I do fay fo. And beliJes this, he is the maker of the fea, the 

earth, the heavens, the Gods, and all other things. A n d as he rapidly makes 
each of thefe, fo he fills each for a fmall price. 

THEJE. YOU fpeak in jeft. 
GUEST. W h a t then ? May not he alfo be faid to jeft, who afferts that he 

knows all things, and profeffes himfelf able to teach another all things, for 
a fmall fum of money, and in a fhort t ime ? 

THEJE. Entirely lb. 
GuFST. But have you any fpecies of je t t ing more artificial and agreeable 

than the imitative ? 
THEJE, 



T H E S O P H I S T A . 

THEJE. I have not. F u r you have ment ioned a very ample fpecies. 
which comprehends all things in one , and is nearly moft various. 

GUEST. DO we not , therefore, know that he who profeffes himfelf able to 
make all things by one ar t , in confequence of fabricating imitations and ho
m o n y m s of th ings , by the art of paint ing, is able to deceive ftupid young 
men and boys, by fhowing them his pictures at a diftance, and induce them 
to believe that he is fufficient to effect whatever he pleafes ? 

THEJE. Undoubtedly. 
GUEST. But what as to difcourfes, will it not appear to us that there 

i s a n o t h e r certain ar t reflecting thele, by which feducers, as if employing 
certain incantat ions, are able to draw young men far away from the t ruth , 
by bewitching their ears with their difcourfes, and exhibiting to them images 
of every thing, inftead of reali t ies; fo as to caufe themfelves to appear to 
fpeak the t ru th , and to be the wifeft of all men in all things ? 

THEJE. W h y fhould there not be another certain art of this k ind? 
GUEST. Is it not, therefore, neceffary, T h e x t e t u s , that many of thofe 

who then hear thefe things, after through the courfe of t ime they have 
arrived at the perfection of manhood, and confider the things themfelves 
nigh at hand , and are compelled through paffions clearly to handle realities, 
will then abandon their former opinions, and be induced to confider thofe 
things as fmall, which once appeared to them to be great, thofe things 
difficult which they once confidered eafy, and thus at length entirely fubvert 
all the phantafms produced by difcourfe, through the works which take 
place in actions ? 

THEJE. I t appears fo to m e , as far as my age is capable of judging. For 
I a m of opinion, tha t as yet I r ank among thofe who are far diftant from 
the t ru th . 

GUEST. All we , therefore, w h o are prefent will endeavour to affift you. 
And now w e fhall endeavour, free from paffion, to approach as near as 
poflible to the t ru th . W i t h refpect to a fophift, then, inform me whether 
this is clear, that he ranks among enchanters , being an imitator of things ? 
or muft we yet doubt whe ther he poffeffes in reality the fciences of thofe 
things refpecting which he appears able to contradict ? 

THEJE. But how can we doubt this , O gueft ? For it is nearly evident from 
what has been faid that he is one of thofe who participate parts of erudition. 

GUEST, 



T H E S O P H I S T A . 231 

GUEST. H e muft be confidered, therefore, as a certain enchanter and 
m i m i c 

THEJE. Undoubtedly. 
GUEST. Come then : for we muft now no longer drop our p r e y ; as we. 

have now nearly enclofed the fophift in a certain net of reafoning; fo that 
he cannot hereafter efcape from this. 

THEJE. F rom what ? 
GUEST. T h a t he is one of thofe who work miracles. 
THEJE. This alfo is my opinion refpecting him. 
GUEST. It feems, therefore, that we ftiould divide with the utmoft cele

rity the image producing a r t ; and that , enter ing into it, if the fophift ev i 
dently waits for us , we fhould apprehend him conformably to the royal 
mandate , and, delivering him up , exhibit our prey to the k i n g : but that , if he 
enters into the parts of the imitative ar t , we fhould follow h im, a lways 
dividing the part which receives him, till we apprehend him. For nei ther 
will he, nor any other genus, ever be able to fly from him who can purfue 
every particular through all things according to method. 

THEJE. YOU fpeak well. And in this manner , therefore, we muft act. 
GUEST. According to the. fuperior mode of divifion, I now appear to my

felf to fee two fpecies of the imitative a r t ; but in which of thefe we fhould 
place the idea which is the object of our investigation, it does not yet appear, 
to me poffible to know. 

THEJE. But firft of all inform me by divifion wha t thefe two fpecies are . 
GUT;ST. I fee that one indeed is the affimilative 1 art . But this efpe-. 

cially takes place, when any one according to the commenfurations of a para
digm, in length, depth, and breadth, and befides this by the addtiion of con
venient colours, gives birth to a refemblance. 

THEJE. W h a t then, do not all thofe that imitate any thing endeavour to 
do this ? 

GUEST. N o t fuch as fafhion or paint any great work . F o r , if they fhould 
impart the true fymmetry of things beautiful, you k n o w that the upper parts 
would appear fmaller than is fit, and the lower parts greater , in confequence 
of the former being feen by us at a diftance, and the latter nigh at hand. 

1 See the Notes to the tenth book of the Republic 
THEJE. 
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TirEiE. Ent i re ly fo. 

GUEST. DO not therefore artifts, bidding farewell to t ruth, neglect real 
fymmetry, and accommodate to images fuch commenfurations as are only 
apparently beautiful? 

THE.E. Ent irely fo. 
GUEST. Is it not , therefore, juft to call the one fpecies, fince it is a like-

nefs, an image ? 
THEJE. Perfedly fo. 
GUEST. And is it not juft to call the other fpecies aflimilative? 
THEJE. Yes. 
GUEST. W e muft, therefore, call the other part of the imitative art , as 

w e faid above, affunilative. 
THEJE. W e muft fo call it. 
GUEST. But wha t fhall we call tha t which appears indeed fimilar to the 

beautiful, but , when infpected by h im who is endued with a power fufficient 
for the purpofe, is found not to refemble that to which it appears to be 
fimilar ? Muft we not call it a phantafm, fince it appears to be but is not 
fimilar ? 

THE/E. Undoubtedly. 
GUEST. IS not this part abundant ly to be found in paint ing, and in the 

whole of the imitative art ? 
THEJE. It is impoffible it fhould not . 
GUEST. But may we not wi th the greateft rectitude call that art which 

produces a phantafm, and not an image , phantaftic ? 
T H E ^ . Very m u c h fo. 
GUEST. I have already, therefore, faid that thefe were two fpecies of the 

image-producing ar t , viz. the affunilative and phantaft ic. 
THETE. Right . 
GUEST. But neither am I able now to fee clearly, that of which I was then 

dubious, v i z . in which of thefe ipecies the fophift is to be placed. For this 
is truly a wonderful man ; and it is extremely difficult to difcern him ; fince 
even n o w , in a very excellent and elegant manner , he has fled into a fpecies 
wh ich it is almoft impoffible to inveftigate. 

THEJE. It feems fo. 
GUEST. DO you then affent to this in confequence of underftanding i t ? 

or 
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or does a certain ufual impetus ariiing from difcourfe induce you to a rapid 
.coincidence of fentiment ? 

THEJE. HOW, and with a view to wha t , do you fay this ? 
GUEST. O bleffed man , w e are truly engaged in a fpeculation perfectly 

difficult. Fo r that this thing mould appear and feem to be, and yet is n o t ; 
and that a man mould affert certain things, and yet not fuch as are t rue ,—al l 
thefe things have always been fubjccts of the greateft doubt in former t imes , 
and are fo at prefent. For it follows, that he who fpeaks in this m a n n e r 
rnuft either fpeak falfely, or be of opinion that fuch things truly a r e ; and 
thus fpeaking, Theaetetus, it is extremely difficult for h im not to contradict 
himfelf. 

THEJE. W h y f o ? 
GUEST. Becaufe fuch a mode of fpeaking dares to admit tha t non-be ing 

is : for otherwife it would not be falfe, which it is. But the great P a r m e -
judes , O boy, while w e were yet boys, both from the firft and to the end, re 
jected this mode of fpeaking. F o r , both in profe and verfe, he every where 
fpeaks as follows : " Non-be ings can never, nor by any means , be . Bu t do 
thou, when inquiring, reftrain thy conceptions from this p a t h . " T h e t ru th 
of this, therefore, is teftified by h i m , and this aflertion will the moft of all 
things become evident, if moderately difcuffed. Le t us, therefore, if it is not 
difagreeable to you, confider this in the firft place. 

THEJE. YOU may do as you pleafe with refpect to me . Bu t do you con-
fider what it is beft to inveftigate, and in this path lead me . 

GUEST. It will be proper fo to do. Te l l m e , t h e n : D a r e w e to p ronounce 
that which in no refpect is ? 

THEJE. HOW is it poffible w e fhould no t? 
GUEST. N o t for the fake of content ion, therefore, nor jeft ing, but feri-

oufly, every one who hears us ought to join wi th us in confidering the impor t 
of this word non-being. But can we think that he w h o is afked this queftion 
would know where to turn himfelf, or how to fhow wha t non-being is ? 

THEJE. YOU afk a difficult queftion, and to m e , as I may fay, ent i re ly 
impervious. 

GUEST. This , however, is evident, that non-being cannot be a t t r ibuted 
to any thing which ranks a m o n g beings. 

VOL. HI. 2 H THEJE. 
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THEJE. F o r h o w could it ? 
GUEST. Since, therefore, it cannot be attr ibuted to being, neither can any 

one r igh t ly at tr ibute it to any th ing . 
THEJE. Certainly not. 
GUEST. T h i s alfo is evident to us , that this word fomething is every 

w h e r e predicated of a certain being. For it is impoffible to fpeak of it alone, 
as if it were naked and folitary wi th refpect to all beings. 

THEJE. I t is impoffible. 
GUEST. T h u s confidering, therefore, muft you not agree wi th me , that he 

w h o fpeaks of fomething muft neceffarily fpeak of one certain th ing? 
THEJE. Y e s . 
GUEST. For you would fay, that the word fomething is a fign of one thing, 

and that certain-things is a fign of many things. 
THEJE. Undoubtedly. 
GUEST. But it is moft neceffary, as it appears, that he who fpeaks of that 

wh ich is not fomething muft entirely fpeak of noth ing . 
THEJE. This is moft neceffary. 
GUEST. Muft it not therefore follow, that neither this is to be granted,, 

that he who fpeaks of fomething fpeaks of that which is not even one thing, 
or nothing ? But nei ther muft we fay that he fpeaks who endeavours tt> 
enunciate non-being. 

THEJE. T h e doubts, therefore, in which our difcourfe is involved fhould 
come to an end. 

GUEST. You do not as yet fpeak of something great. For , O bleffed man, 
the greatest. a n j firft Q f d o u b t s ftill remains about thefe t h ings : for it is a 
doubt which takes place about the principle of non-being. 

THEJE. Te l l me how, and do not be remifs. 
GUEST. TO that which is, fomething elfe belonging to beings may happen. 
THEJE. Undoubtedly. 
GUEST. But fhall we fay, that any thing belonging to beings can ever be 

prefent to that which is not ? 
T H E ^ . H o w can we ? 
GUEST. But do we not rank the whole of number among beings? 
THEJE. Undoubtedly , if w e r a n k any th ing elfe among beings. 

3 GUEST. 
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GUEST. We mould, therefore, neither attempt to attribute the multitude 
of number, nor the one, to non-being. 

THEJE. Reafon fhows that we cannot with propriety. 
GUEST. How, therefore, can any one enunciate by the mouth, or altoge

ther comprehend by the dianoetic power, non-beings, or non-being feparate 
from number ? 

THEJE. Tell me why not. 
GUEST. When we fay non-bcings, do we not endeavour to adjoin the 

multitude of number ? 
THEJE. Undoubtedly. 
GUEST. And when we fay non-being, do we not endeavour to adjoin the 

one ? 
THEJE. Mod clearly fo. 
GUEST. And befides this we fay, that it is neither juft nor right to endea

vour to adapt being to non-being. 
THEJE. YOU fpeak moft truly. 
GUEST. DO you not, therefore, perceive, that non-being can neither be 

rightly enunciated, nor fpoken, nor yet be cogitated, itfelf by itfelf, but that 
it is incomprehenfible by thought, ineffable, non-vocal, .and irrational ? 

T i i E i E . Entirely fo. 
GUEST. Did I, therefore, juft now fpeak falfely when I faid, that I could 

produce the greateft doubt refpecting it ? 
THEJE. What then, can we mention any doubt greater than this? 
GUEST. DO you not fee, O wonderful youth, from what has been faid, 

that non-being leads him who confutes it into fuch perplexity, that in the 
very attempt to confute it he is compelled to contradict himfelf? 

THEJE. How do you fay? Speak yet clearer. 
GUEST. There is no occafion to confider any thing clearer in me. For, 

when I adopted the pofition, that non-being ought to participate neither of 
the one, nor of many, both a little before, and now, I employed the term the 
one. For I enunciated non-being. Do you perceive this ? 

THEJE. Yes. 
GUEST. And again, a little before, I faid that non-being was non-vocal, 

ineffable, and irrational. Do you apprehend me ? 
2 H 2 THEJE, 



236* Ttit S O P H I S f A . 

THEJE. I do. For how is it poffible I fhould not ? 
GUEST. When, therefore, I endeavoured to adapt being to non-being, did 

I not affert things contrary to what I had before advanced ? 
THEJE. It appears fo. 
GUEST. And in confequence of attributing this to it, did I not fpeak of it 

as one thing ? 
THEJE. Yes. 
GUEST. And befides this, while I called it irrational, ineffable, and non-» 

vocal, did we not make thefe affertions as pertaining to one thing ? 
THEJE. Undoubtedly. 
GUEST. For we have faid, that he who fpeaks of non-being in a proper 

manner, ought neither to define it as one, nor many, nor give it any appel
lation whatever: for it is impoflible to denominate it, without at the fame 
lime calling it one thing. 

THEJE. Entirely fb. 
GUEST. What then will fome one fay of me? For, both formerly and 

now, he will find me vanquifhed in this contention reflecting non-being. So 
that, as I have already faid, you muft. not expect me to fpeak properly on 
this fubject. But come, let us now confider this affair in you. 

THEJE. HOW do you fay ? 
GUEST. Endeavour in a becoming and generous manner, as being a young 

man, and with all your might, to affert fomething about non-being, conform
able to right reafon, without adding to it either eflence, or the one, or the 
multitude of number. 

THEJE. It certainly would be great rafhnefs in me to engage in a conteft 
in which you have been vanquifhed. 

GUEST. But, if it is agreeable to you, we will difmifs you and me ; and 
till we meet with fome one who is able to accomplifh this, we will fay that 
a fophift more than any other perfon conceals himfelf in an impervious 
£lace. 

THFJB. Very much fo, indeed. 
GUEST. If, therefore, we fhould fay that he poffeffed a certain phantaftic 

art from this ufe of words, he Would eafily attack us, and turn the difcourfe 
to the very contrary of what is aflerted.. For* while we call him a maker of 

images, 
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images, he will immediately afk us what we aiTert an image to be. Confi
der therefore, Theaetetus, what anfwer we fhould give to this queftion of 
the fophift. 

THEJE. It is evident we fhould fay that images are fuch things as are fecn 
in water and mirrors, and befides this, fuch things as are painted and carved, 
and every thing elfe of this kind. 

GUEST. It feems, Theaetetus, that you have never feen a fophift. 
THEJE. Why fo? 
GUEST. He would appear to you to wink, or to be entirely deprived of 

eyes. 
THEJE. How fo? 
GUEST. He would laugh at you for anfwering him by appearances in 

mirrors, and by pictures and carvings, when you fpeak to him as being your-
felf endued with fight; and he will pretend that he knows nothing about 
mirrors, or water, or even fight itfelf, but that he alone interrogates you 
about this one thing. 

THEJE. What is that? 
GUEST. That which in all the particulars you have mentioned you think 

fit to call by one name, pronouncing the word image in all of them, as being 
one thing. Speak, therefore, and give affiftance, and do not yield to the man. 

THEJE. But what, O gueft, can we fay an image is, except that which, 
being itfelf fomething different, approaches to a true fimilitude to another 
thing ? 

GUEST. When you fay an image is fomething different, do you mean that 
it is truly different, or do you affert this of fomething elfe ? 

THEJE. It is by no means truly different, but only appears to be fb, or is 
fimilar. 

GUEST. DO you, therefore, call real being that which is true ? 
THEJE. I do. 
GUEST. But is not that which is not true contrary to the true ? 
THEJE. Undoubtedly. 
GUEST. When, therefore, you fay that which is fimilar is at the firtne 

time not true, you alTert that it is not. It has however a being. . 
THEJE. HOW fo ? 
GUEST. YOU fay that it truly is not. 

5 , • THEJR, 
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TttEJE, I t certainly is n o t ; but it is truly an image. 
GUEST. T h a t , therefore, which we called an image of being, is not truly 

being, and that which is not truly being, truly is. 
THEJE. Non-be ing appears to poffefs a certain connection of this kind 

w i t h being, and that in a very wonderful manner . 
GUEST. HOW is it poflible it mould not appear wonderful ? You now, 

therefore, perceive that the many-headed fophift, through this al ternation, 
compels us unwill ingly to confefs that non-being in a certain refpect is. 

THEJE. I fee it, and very much fo. 
GUEST. H o w , then , fhall we define this ar t , fo that we may be confident 

with ourfelves ? 
THE^S. W h a t is it you are afraid of, that you fpeak in this m a n n e r ? 
GAJEST. W h e n we faid that he was a deceiver about a phantafm, and that 

his ar t was a certain decept ion, whe the r fhall we fay that our foul theu 
opined falfely, through his a r t ; or what fhall we fay ? 

THEJE. T h i s very th ing. For wha t elfe can we fay ? 
GUEST. But is falfe opinion that which opines things contrary to things 

wh ich are ? 
THEJE. It is. 
GUEST. You fay, therefore, that falfe opinion opines things which are not . 
THEJE. I t is neceffary. 
GUEST. W h e t h e r does it opine that non-beings are not, or that things 

which have no fubfiftence whatever , in a certain refpect are ? 
THEJE. If any one is ever deceived, and in the fmalleft degree, it is ne

ceffary he fhould opine that non-beings in a certain refpect are . 
GUEST. And will he not alfo opine, that things which entirely a re , in no 

refpect are ? 
THEJE. Yes , 
GUEST. A n d this alfo falfely ? 
THEJE. And this too. 
GUEST. And falfe fpeech, in my opinion, wil l think after the fame man

ner , afferting that beings a re not , and tha t non-beings are . 
THEJE. Fo r how can it otherwife become falfe ? 
GUEST. Near ly , no otherwife. But the fophift will not fay fo. For by 

what poffible device can any one of a found mind admi t the things which 
have 
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have been previoufly granted, fince they are non-vocal , inerrable, i rrat ional , 
and incomprehenfible by the dianoetic power ? D o we underftand what the 
fophift fays, Theaetetus ? 

THEJE. HOW is it poflible we fhould not ? For he fays that our former 
aflertions are contrary to the prefent, fince we have falfely dared to alTert 
that non-being fubfifts in opinion and difcourfe. H e likewife adds, that w e 
have often been compelled to adapt being to non-being, though we have juft 
now acknowledged, that this is in a certain refpecl: the moft impoffible of all 
things. 

GUEST. You rightly recollect. But we fhould now confult wha t we 
ought to do refpecting the fophift. For , if we fhould a t tempt to inveftigate 
him, by placing him in the art of deceivers and enchanters, , you fee that many 
doubts will arife. 

THEJE. Many , indeed. 
GUEST. W e have, therefore, only difcuffed a fmall par t of them, fince 

they are, as I may fay, innumerable. 
THEJE. But if this is the cafe, it appears to be impoflible to apprehend a 

fophift. 
GUEST. W h a t then, fhall w e thus effeminately defift from our under

taking ? 
THEJE. I fay we ought not, if there is the leaft poflibility of apprehending 

this man. 
GUEST. YOU will , therefore, pardon, and, as you juft now faid, be fatisfied, 

if we make but a fmall proficiency in fo arduous an affair. 
THEJE. HOW is it poflible I fhould not ? 
GUEST. I , therefore, in a ftill greater degree requeft this of you. 
THEJE. W h a t ? 
GUEST. Tha t you do not think I am become, as i t were , a cer tain parricide. 
THEJE. W h y do you requeft this ? 
GUEST. Becaufe it will be neceffary for us to examine wi th our opponents 

the difcourfe of our father Parmenides , and. to compel non-being in a cer
tain refpect to be, and again being, in a certain refpect not to be. 

THEJE. It appears that a th ing of this kind muft be contended for in our 
difcourfe. 

GUEST. For how is it poflible this fhould not appear , and,, as i t- is faid, 
even 
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even to a blind man ? Fo r , while thefe things are nei ther confuted, nor 
aflented to , no one can fpeak either about falfe affertions, or about opinion, 
w h e t h e r refpecting refemblances, or images, or imitat ions, or phantafms, or 
of the arts converfant w i th thefe, wi thout being ridiculous in confequence of 
being compelled to contradict himfelf. 

THEJE. Moft t rue . 
GUEST. H e n c e , we muff dare to oppofe the paternal difcourfe; or we 

muft entirely difmifs i t , if a certain (luggifhnefs reftrains us from oppofing it. 
THEJE. But noth ing will in any refpecl: hinder us from oppofing it. 
GUEST. I ftill, therefore, requeft a third, and a trifling th ing of you. 
THEJE. On ly fay wha t it is. 
GUEST. I juft now faid that I was always wearied in the confutation of 

th ings of this k ind, and that I am fo at present. 
THEJE. YOU did fay fo. 
GUEST. I a m afraid left I fhould appear to you to be infane, in confe

quence of wha t I have faid, and from immediately transferring myfelf up 
wards and downwards . F o r we fhall enter on the confutation of the pa ter 
nal difcourfe, for your fake, if we happen to confute it. 

THEJE. AS you will not , therefore, by any means be confidered by m e as 
acting in a diforderly m a n n e r by enter ing on this confutation, and demon
ftration, on this account engage boldly in this affair. 

GUEST. C o m e then, whence fhall we begin this very dangerous difcourfe ? 
F o r it appears, O boy, to be moft neceffary for us to proceed in the following 
path . 

THEJE. W h a t is tha t path ? 
GUEST. T h a t we fhould firft of all confider thofe things which now appear 

to be clear , left we immediate ly defift from our under tak ing , deterred by its 
difficulty; and that we fhould proceed in an eafy manner , by mutual ly affent-
ing to each other , as if we w e r e engaged in a fubject which may be ealily 
difcuffed. 

THE^:. Speak m o r e clearly. 
GUEST . Parmenides appears to me to have fpoken wi th eafe, and who

ever elfe has a t tempted to de te rmine the number and quality of beings. 
THEJE. HOW fo ? 
GUEST. I t feems to m e tha t each of t h e m has related a fable to us , as being 

boys. 
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boys. O n e of t h e m , by afferting that the things which have a fubfiftence 
are three 1 ; but that fome of them fometimes oppofe each other in a hoftiie 
m a n n e r ; and at other t imes becoming friends, unite in mar r iage , bring forth, 
and adminifter a l iment to their offspring. But another of thefe fays that 
beings are only two, viz . the moift and the dry, or the hot and the c o l d ; 
and thefe heaffociates with each other . But the Eleat ic f ed a m o n g us, which 
derives its origin from Zenophanes , and from others ftill prior to h im, by de
nominat ing all things one, difcuffes its doctrines in fables. But the lades *, 
and certain Sicilian mufes pofterior to thefe, have thought it more fafe to 
connect thefe with each other , and to fay that being is both many and one , 
but is held together by ftrife and friendfhip 3 . Fo r tha t which is difcordant 
always unites with fomething elfe, as the more vehement mufes affert. Bu t 
the more effeminate mufes always loofen the many from the one; and affert 
that the univerfe is alternately one, and in friendfhip wi th itfelf, th rough 
V e n u s ; and many, and hoftiie to itfelf, through a certain ftrife. But wi th 
refpect to all thefe affertions, whe ther they are t rue or falfe, to oppofe fuch 
illuftrious and antient men is difficult and rafh. T h i s , however , may be 
afferted without envy. 

THE*:, W h a t ? 

GUEST. Tha t they very much defpifed us who rank a m o n g the mul t i tude. 
For each of them finifhes his own work , wi thout being at ail concerned 
whether we can follow them in what they alTert. 

THEJE. How do you fay ? 

1 Of the antient philofophers that phyfiologized, fome faid that the firft beings were three m 
number, the hot and the cold as extremes, but the moiji as the medium, which fometimes concili
ates the extremes, and fometimes not; but they did not place the dry in the rank of a principle, 
becaufe they thought it fubfifted either from a privation or a concretion of moifture. On the other 
hand, the followers of Anaxagoras aflerted that there were four elements, two of which, viz. heat 
and cold, ranked as agents, but the other two, drynefs and moijlure, as patients. Heraclitus and 

. Lmpedocles afferted that there is one matter of the univerfe, but different qualities, with which 
this matter fometimes accords, and at others is diflbnant. Heraclitus, however, was of opinion 
that the world, together with a certain difcordant concord, was nearly always fimilar, though not 
entirely the fame: for all things are in a continual flux. But Empedocles aflerted that the fub-
ilance of the world remained the fame, but that in one age all things were diflblved into chads 
through difcord, and in another were adorned through concord. 

% Viz. the Ioniaus. 3 This was the do&rine of Empedocles. 

VOL. i n . 2 1 GUEST. 
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GUEST. W h e n any one of them afferts that the many is, or w a s , or is ge 
nera ted , or that this is the cafe wi th t w o or one , and that the hot is mingled 
w i th the cold, external ly adducing for this purpofe feparations and concre
t ions ,—by the Gods , Theaetetus, do you underftand wha t they mean by each 
of thefe affertions ? Indeed, when I was younger, I was confident that I ac
curately underftood that of which we are now dubious, when any one fpoke 
of n o n - b e i n g ; but now you fee in wha t difficulties we are involved through 
doubt ing about it. 

THEJE. I do fee. 
GUEST. Perhaps , therefore, receiving in no lefs a degree the fame paffion 

in our foul refpedfing being, we fay that it is eafy t o underftand it when it 
is enunciated by any one, but that this cannot be afferted of non-beings 
t h o u g h w e are fimilarly affeded wi th refpecl to both* 

THEJE. Perhaps fo. 
GUEST. And this very fame th ing has been faid by us refpe&ing the other 

particulars which w e ment ioned before. 
THEJE. Ent i re ly fo. 
GUEST. W e will confider, therefore, after this refpecting many things, if 

it is agreeable to you ; but let us now firfl fpeculate about that which is the 
greateft and principal th ing. 

THEJE. O f wha t are you fpeaking ? O r do you fay that we ought in the 
firft place to inveftigate being, and confider wha t they affert who are thought 
to evince fomething about it ? 

GUEST. Y o u clearly apprehend m e , Theaetetus. For I fay that we ought 
to proceed in the fame manne r as if thofe I juft now mentioned were pre
fent, and to interrogate them as follows : Ye who affert that the hot and the 
cold, or any t w o fuch th ings , are all th ings, wha t is it you affirm to fubfift 
in both thefe, when you fay that both are , and that each is ? W h a t are we 
to underftand by this term of yours to be t Is it a third thing different f rom 
thofe t w o , and are we to eftablifh three things as constituting the all, and no 
longer t w o things, according to your hypothefis ? For , while you call ei ther 
of the two being, you cannot fay that both fimilarly are. Fo r each would 
nearly be one th ing , and not t w o . 

THEJE. YOU fpeak the t ru th . 
GUEST. A re you, therefore, wil l ing to call both of them being? 

THEJE. 
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THEJE. Perhaps fo. 
GUEST. But , O friends, we fhall fay, thus alfo you will moft clearly cal l 

t w o things one. 
THEJE. YOU fpeak wi th the utmoft rect i tude. 
GUEST. Since, therefore, we are thus involved in doubt, will you fuffi-

ciently unfold to us what you wifh to fignify when you pronounce being ? F o r 
it is evident that you have had a knowledge of thefe things for fome t ime 
paft : but we, indeed, at firft thought we k n e w them, but now we are d u 
bious. Inftrucl us, therefore, firft of all in this, that we may no t th ink we 
learn the things afferted by you, w h e n the very contrary to this takes place* 
By fpeaking in this manner , and mak ing this requeft, both to thefe, and to 
fuch others as affert tha t the all is more than one thing, fhall we , O boy, e r r? 

THEJE. By no means . 
GUEST. But what wi th refpect to thofe who affert that the all is one , 

ought we not to inquire of them, to the utmoft of our power , wha t they call 
being f 

THEJE,, Undoubtedly . 
GUEST. TO this queftion, therefore, they may an fwer : D o you fay there 

is one thing alone ? W e do fay fo. O r will they not fpeak in this manne r? 
THE^ , They will. 
GUEST. W h a t then, do you call being any t h ing? 
T11E.E. Yes. 
GUEST. DO you call it the one l , employing t w o names ref lect ing the 

fame thing ? O r how do you fay ? 
THEJE. 

1 Plato here dividing the one and from each other, and fhowingthat the conception of the 
one is different from that of being, evinces that what is mod properly and primarily one is exempt 
from the one being. For the one being does not abide purely in an unmultiplied and uniform hyparxis. 
But the one withdraws itfelf from all addition; fince by adding any thing to it you diminifli its 
fupreme and ineffable union. It is neceffary, therefore, to arrange the one prior to the one being, 
and to fufpcnd the latter from the former. For, if the one in no refpect differs from the one being, 
all things will be one, and there will not be multitude in beings, nor will it be poffible to name 
things, left there fhould be two things, the thing itfelf, and the name. For all multitude being 
taken away, and all divifion, there will neither be a name of any thing, nor any difcourfe about it, 
but the name will appear to be the fame with the thing. Nor yet will a name be the name of a 
filing, but a name will be the name of a name, if a thing is the fame with a name, and a name the 

2 1 2 TAME 



T H E S O P H I S T A , 

THEJE. W h a t anfwer will they give to thefe things, O gueft? 
GUEST. I t is evident, Theaetetus, tha t he who lays down this hypothefis 

-will not be able wi th perfect eafe to anfwer the prefent queftion, or any other 
whatever . 

THEJE. HOW fo ? 
GUEST. TO acknowledge that there are two names , whi le eftablifhing 

no th ing but one th ing , is r idiculous. 
THEJE. Undoub ted ly . 
GUEST. And this alfo is ridiculous, to affent in every refpecl to him w h o 

afferts that there is a n a m e to a th ing of which no account can be given. 
THEJE. In wha t manne r ? 
GUEST. H e w h o eftablilfies a n a m e different from a thing, fpeaks of two 

cer ta in things . 
THEJE. H e does. 
GUEST. A n d befides this , i f he afferts that a name is the fame with a 

th ing, he is e i ther compelled to fay that it is the n a m e of n o t h i n g ; or, if he 
lays it is the n a m e of fomething, it muft happen that a name is alone the 
n a m e of a n a m e , but of nothing elfe. 

THEJE. I t muft fo. 
GUEST. And the one muft be the one being alone of one, and this muft be 

the one being of a n a m e . 
THEJE. I t is neceffary. 
GUEST. Bu t wha t , do they fay that which is a whole is different from, 

one being, or the fame with it ? 
THEJE. Undoubtedly , they will and do fay fo. 
GUEST. If, therefore, a whole is, as Parmenides 1 fays, " that which is 

every 

fame with a thing v and a thing alfo will be a thing of a thing. For all the fame things will take 
place about a thing as about a name, through the union of thing and name. If thefe things, 
therefore, are abfurd, both the one and being have a fubfiftence, and being participates of the one. 

And hence the one is not the fame as the one being. See the Introduction and Notes to the Parmenides. 
1 The following extract from the Commentaries of Simplicius on Ariftotle's PhyHcs, p. 3 1 , 

contains an admirable account of the doctrine of Parmenides concerning the firft being : 
" That Parmenides did not confider the one being, TO h ov, to be any tiling among things genera

ted and corrupted, is evident from his afTerting that t h e one is unbegctten and incorruptible. And, 
in ftiort, he was far from thinking that it is corporeal, fince he fays it is indivifible; for thus-

he 
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every where fimilar to the bulk of a perfecl fphere, entirely pone/Ting equal 
powers from the middle ; for nothing is greater or more (table than this — 
if this be the cafe, it is neceffary that being (hould have a middle and an 

extremity, 

he fpeaks: f nor is it divifible, fince the whole is fimilar.' Hence, neither can what he fays be 
adapted to the heavens, according to the affertions of fome, as we are informed by Eudemus, who 
were led to this opinion from that verfe of Parmenides, 

wavToOev EVHUKXOU o~<pMp>tt tvaXiyHwy oyxu, 

i. e. ' on all fides fimilar to the bulk of a perfecl fphere:' for the heavens arc not indivifible, nor 
a fphere fimilar to that which Parmenides mentions, though they form a fphere the moft accu
rate of all fuch as are phyfical. It is alfo evident that neither does Parmenides call the one being 
pfychical, b* caufe he fays that it is immovable ; for the pfychical eflence, according to the 
Eleatics, pofiefles motion. He likewife fays, that the whole of this one bei >g is prefent at 
once, £ T T U vuv £<r.<v QJXOU orav, and that it fubfifts according to the fame, and after the fame manner. 

Taurov tv raurta re pttvov, Hat)' eauro re xeirai. 

1 Same in the fame abides, and by itfelf fubfifts.' And it is evident that it pofTeffes the 
whole at once, and according to the fame, in eflence, power, and energy, fince it is beyond 
a pfychical hypoftafis. Neit? er docs he fay that it is intellectual : for that which is intellectual 
fubfifts according to a feparation irom the intelligible, and a converfion to it. But, according 
to him, in the one being intellection, intelligible, and intellect, are the fame : for thus he writes— 

Taurov fo tan votiv rt, HCLI CU tvtxtv ton yon//a. 

i, e. 'Intellection, and that for the fake of which intellectual conception fubfifts, are the fame.*' 
He adds, ouycxpavtv rov eovrog, ' for it is not without being,' i. e. the intelligible, in which, fays he, 
you will find intellection has not a fubfiftence feparate from being. Further ftill, the intellectual is, 
feparated into forms, as the intelligible pre-affumes unitedly, or, in other words, caufally compre
hends the feparation of forms. But where there is feparation, there difference fubfifts, and where 
this is, there non-being alfo is at the fame time apparent. Parmenides however entirely extermi
nates non-being from being : for he fays, * non-beings never are, nor do they fubfift in any refpect; 
but do thou, inveftigating in this path, reftrain thy intellectual conception.' Neither likewife, 
according to him, is the one being a thing of pofterior origin, fubfifting in our conceptions, from 
an ablation of fenfibles; for this is neither unbegotten nor indeftructible. Nor is it that which 
is common in things: for this is fenfible, and belongs to things doxaftic and deceitful, about 
which he afterwards fpeaks. Befides, how could it be true to aflert of this, that it is at once all 
things, or that it contracts in itfelf intellect and the intelligible ? Shall we fay, therefore, that he 
calls the one being an individual fubftance? 'Jut this indeed is more diffonant. For an individual 
fubftance is generated, is diftinguifhed by difference, is material and fenfible, and is different from 
accident. It is alfo divifible and in motion. It remains, therefore, that the Parmenidean one 

3 being 
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extremity. And having thefe, it m u f t unavoidably have parts. Or how 
fliall we fay ? 

THEJE. Juft fo. 
GUEST. But, indeed, nothing hinders but that, when it is divided, it (hould 

have the paflion of the one, in all its parts, and that thus the one fhould be 
every being, and a whole. 

THEJE . Undoubtedly. 
GUEST. But is it not irrrpoffible that that which fuffers thefe things fhould 

be the one t 
THEJE. Why? 
GUEST. Becaufe, according to right reafon, that which is truly one fhould 

be faid to be entirely without parts. 
THEJE. It muft indeed neceffarily be fo. 
GUEST. But fuch a thing as we have juft now mentioned, in confequence 

of confifting of many parts, would not harmonize with the one. 
THEJE. I underftand you. 
GUEST. But whether will the whole having the pafTion of the one, be 

thus one, and a whole, or muft we by no means fay that the one is a whole ? 
THEJE. YOU propofe a difficult choice. 
GUEST, YOU fpeak moft true. For, fmce in a certain refpecl being is 

pafjive 

being mull be the intelligible, the caufe of all things: and hence it is intellect and intellection, 
in which all t h i n g 6 are unitedly and contractedly comprehended according to one union, in which 
alfo there is one nature of the one and being. Hence Zeno fays, that he who demonftrates the one 
will likewife aflign being, not as rejecting the one, but as fubfifting together with being. But all 
the above-mentioned conclufions accord with the one being: for it is without generation and in-
deftructible, entire and only-begotten. For that which is prior to all feparation will not be 
fecondary to any other being. T o this likewife it pertains to be all things at once, and to 
have no connection with non-being. The undivided alfo, and the immovable according to every 
form of divifion and motion, a fubfiftence perfectly uniform, and termination, for it is the end of all 
things, accord with this one being. If befides it is that for the fake of which intellection fubfifts, 
it is evidently intelligible : for intellection and intellect are for the fake of the intelligible. And 
if intellection and the intelligible are the fame in it, the tranfcendency of its union will be inefiiible." 

After this, Simplicius, in order to give credibility to what he has faid of Parmenides, and on 
account of the books of that philofopher being very rare in his time, the fixth century, has pre-
ferved a confiderable number of his verfes, which are well worthy the attention of the learned 
find philofophical reader. He then adds as follows: " We muft not wonder if Parmenides f a y 9 

that 
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pajjive to the one, it does not appear to be the fame with the one, and all th ings 

will be more than one. Is it not fo ? 

T H E J E . Yes . 

GUEST. But likewife if being is a non-whole on account of its becoming 

paffive to whole, but yet is whole itfelf, being in this cafe will happen to be 

indigent of itfelf. 

THEJE. Entirely fo. 

GUEST. And being, according to this reafoning, fince it is deprived $ f 

itfelf, will be non-being. 
TH»;iE. It will fo. 

GUEST. And thus again all things will be more than one, fmce being 

and the whole are allotted their proper na ture , each feparate from the o ther . 

THEJE. T r u e . 

GUEST. And if the whole has in no refpect a fubfiftence, thefe fame) 

things will take place with refpecl to being; and befides, being not having a 

fubfiftence, neither will it at any t ime have been generated.-

THEJE. W h y not ? 

GUEST. W h a t e v e r is generated is always generated a w h o l e . So that he 

who does not place in the rank of beings, the one or the whole, ought 

neither to denominate effence, nor generat ion, as that which has a being, 

that the one being is fimilar to the bulk of a perfectly round fphere : for, on account of his poetry, 
he touches on a certain mythological fiction. In what, therefore, does this differ from that 
aflertion of Orpheus, It is of a white texture ? And it is evident that fome of the aflertions of 
Parmenides accord with other things pofterior to being. Thus, for iuftance, the unbegotten and 
the indeflructible are adapted to both foul and intellect ; and the immovable and abiding in 
famenefs to intellect. But all the aflertions at once', and genuinely underftood, accord with the 
one being. For though according to a certain fignification the foul is unbegotten, and alfo 
intellect, yet they are produced by the intelligible. Likewife this one or firft being is properly 
immovable, in which motion is not feparated according to energy. An abiding in famenefs alfo 
properly pertains to being. Eut foul and much-honoured intellect proceed from that which 
abides, and ire converted to it. It is likewife evident that fuch things as are faid to pertain to 
being pre-fubfit in it unitedly, but are unfolded from it with feparation. And it feems indeed 
that the one being is delivered by Parmenides as the firft caufe, fince it is at once, one and all, and 
the laft boundary. But if he does not fimply call it one, but the one being, and only-begotten, 
and a boundary but finite, perhaps he indicates that the ineffable caufe of all things is itablifhed 
above it." Simplicius concludes with obferving, that the objections both of Plato and Ariftotle to 
the aflertions of Parmenides arc philanthropic, and were made by thofe philofophers to prevent 
his doctrine from being perverted. 

T h e j e . 
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THEJE. I t appears that this is entirely t h e cafe. 
GUEST. Likewife , that which is not a whole ought not to be any quan

t u m whatever . F o r , being a certain quan tum, fo far as it is fo, it muft 
neceffarily be a whole . 

THEJE, Ent i re ly fo. 
GUEST. I t appears, therefore, that every one will be involved in ten 

thoufand other infoluble doubts, w h o fays that being is alone either two or 
o n e . 

THEJE. Th i s is nearly evident by the things which have juft now been 
fhown. F o r greater and more difficult doubts will always follow each 
o the r in a connected feries, refpecting what has been above afferted. 

GUEST. But we have not yet difcuffed the affertions of thofe who accu
rate ly difcourfe about being and non-being. At the fame t ime, wha t we 
have already faid is fufficient. But let us again confider thofe who fpeak 
inaccurately about thefe, tha t we may perceive from all things, that it is in 
no refpecl: more eafy to fay what being is, than what non-being is. 

THEJE. I t will be, therefore, requifite to confider thofe. 
GUEST. Indeed, there appears to be among thefe a certain gigantic war 

as it were , th rough the doubts in which they are mutually involved refpect-
ing effence. 

THEJE. HOW fo ? 
GUEST. Some of thefe draw down all things from heaven and the in-

vifible region to earth, feizing in reality, for this purpofe, rocks and oaks. 
F o r , in confequence of touching all fuch things as thefe, they ftrenuoufly 
con tend that that alone has a being which can be feen and handled and 
this they define to be body and effence. But if any one fays that there are 
other things which are wi thout a body, they perfectly defpife the affertion, 
and are unwil l ing to hear of any th ing that is not corporeal. 

THE;E. YOU fpeak of dire men : but I alfo have frequently met with 
fuch. 

GUEST. O n the cont rary , the opponents of thefe men very religioujly 
contend fupernally from the invifible region, and compel certain intelligible 
and incorporeal fpecies to be t rue effence : but by their a rguments they 

1 Is not this the doctrine of thofe who are called experimental philofophers ? If fo, the 

fable of the Giants is unfolded in thofe men. 
break 
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break into fmall pieces the bodies of the others , and that which is denomi 
nated by them t ru th , at the fame t ime calling it flowing generation inftead 
of effence. But between thefe, Theaetetus, an immenfe conteji always fubfijled. 

THEJE. T r u e . 
GUEST. Le t us now, therefore, receive from each a par t icular account of 

the effence eftablifhed by each, 
THEJE. But how can we receive it ? 
GUEST. F r o m thofe tha t place effence in forms we may eafily receive 

i t : for they are more mild. But from thofe who violently d raw ail things 
to body we fhall receive it more difficultly. And perhaps it will be nearly 
impoflible to do fo. I t appears to m e , however , tha t w e fhould a61 in the 
following manner wi th refpecl to t hem. 

THEJE. H o w ? 
GUEST. I t will be beft, if poflible, to make t h e m in reality be t te r : but if this 

is impoflible, we muft be content w i th mak ing them fb in our difcourfe, and 
fuppofe them to anfwer more equitably than at prefent they would be wil l
ing to do. For that which is affented to by bet ter m e n poffeffes m o r e 
authority than that which is affented to by worfe men . However , we pay 
no at tent ion to thefe things, but explore the t ru th . 

THEJE. Moft right. 
GUEST. Order them, therefore, as being made better to anfwer you, and 

to unfold the meaning of tha t which they affert. 
THEJE. Be it fo. 
GUEST. D o they, therefore, fay, that wha t they call a mor ta l animal is 

any thing ? 
THEJE. Undoubtedly they do. 
GUEST. And do they not acknowledge that this is an animated body ? 
THEJE. Ent i re ly fo. 
GUEST. And, admit t ing this, do they alfo acknowledge that foul is fome

thing ? 
T H E * . Yes. 
GUEST. DO they likewife affert that one foul is juft, and another unjuf t ; 

and that one is wife, and another unwife ? 
THEJE. Undoubtedly. 
GUEST. But does not every foul become fuch through the habit and 

VOL. i n . 2 K prefence 
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prefencc of juftice, and the contrary, through the habit and prefence of the 
contraries to thefe ? 

THEJE. Thefe things alfo they will afTent to . 
GUEST. But wil l they fay that that is al together any th ing , wh ich is able 

to be prefent to and abfent from any th ing ? 
THEJE. T h e y will . 
GUEST. Since, therefore, juftice is fomething, and likewife prudence, and 

every other v i r tue , and the contrar ies to the virtues, together with foul in 
which thefe fubfift, whether will they fay that each of thefe is vifible and 
tangible, or that all of them are invifible ? 

THEJE. T h e y will nearly alTert that no one of thefe is vifible. 
GUEST. But wha t ? W i l l they fay that any one of things of this kind has 

a body ? 
THEJE. They will not give the fame anfwer to the whole of this queftion : 

but foul itfelf will appear to t hem to poflefs a certain body ; but with refpect 
to prudence, and the other things about which you juft now inquired, they 
will be reftrained by fhame from daring ftrenuoufly to alTert, that they are 
either nothing, or that all of t hem are bodies. 

GUEST. T h e men , Theaetetus, are clearly become better . F o r fuch of 
them as are Spartans or natives would not be afhamed to alTert this, but 
would contend that whatever cannot be- grafped by the hands is altogether 
nothing. 

THEJE. YOU nearly fpeak their concept ions. 
6UEST. L e t us, therefore, again afk t h e m . For , if they are will ing to 

grant that even any trifling th ing is incorporeal , it is fufHcient. For we afk 
them refpecling that which is connate wi th incorporeal , and at the fame 
t ime with corporeal natures , wha t it is they look to , when they fay that both 
of them have a being. 

THEJE. Perhaps they would not be able to give an anfwer, if they fhould 
fuffer any thing of this kind. 

GUEST. Confider whe the r , in confequence of our j ropofing this queftion, 
they will be willing to admit and acknowledge that being is a thing of this 
k ind. 

THEJE. O f what kind ? Speak, and perhaps we fhall underftand. 
GUEST. 1 fay then that whatever poffeiTes any power , whether of doing 

9 any 
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any thing naturally, or of fuffcring though in the lean: degree from the 
vileft thing, and though this takes place but once,—every th ing of this kind 
truly is. For I define being to be nothing elfe than power. 

THEJE. But fince they cannot at prefent fay any thing better than this, 
they muff admit it. 

GUEST. It is well faid: for perhaps afterwards both we and they may 
think differently. Le t this then now rema in acknowledged by them. 

THEJE. L e t it remain. 
GUEST. Let us now proceed to the others, the friends of forms. A n d 

do you unfold to us their fentiments. 
THE^E. Be it fo. 
GUEST. DO you then fay that generat ion is one thing, and efTence ano ther , 

feparating them from each other ? 
THEJE. W e do. 
GUEST. And do you admit tha t by our body we communica te with gene

ration, through fenfe, but that by our foul we communica te with t rue 
effence, through the reafoning power ? D o you likewife fay, that t rue effence 
always fubfifts fimilarly according to the fame, but that generat ion fubfifts 
differently at different times ? 

THEJE. W e do. 
GUEST. But , O beft of men , wha t do you call the communion which 

fubfifts between thefe t w o ? Is it that which we juft. now ment ioned? 
THE;E. W h a t was that ? 
GUEST. PafTion or action arifing from a certain power , from the con

currence of things with each other. Perhaps you, Thea^tetus , do not k n o w 
what anfwer they would give to this queftion ; but perhaps I do, th rough m y 
familiarity with them. 

THEJE. W h a t anfwer then would they give ? 
GUEST. They would not grant us that which was juft now faid to the 

earth-born men refpecling effence. 
THEJE. W h a t was that ? 
GUEST. W e eftablifhed this to be a fufficient definition of beings, v i z . 

when a power though the fmaHeft is prefent to any th ing, either o£ act ing 
or fuffering. 

2 K 2 THEJJE. 
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THEJE. We did. 
GUEST. TO this they will fay, that a power of acting and fufferjng is pre

fent with generation, but that no power of this kind is adapted to eflence. 
THEJE. They will, therefore, fpeak to the purpofe. 
GUEST. TO this, however, we muft fay, that we require to hear from them 

ftill more clearly, whether they acknowledge that the foul knows, and that 
eflence is known. 

THEJE, They certainly fay fb. 
GUEST. But what ? Do you fay that to know, or to be known, is action, 

or paffion, or both ? Or do you fay that action is one thing, and paflion an
other ? Or that neither of thefe participates in.no refpect of the other? It 
is evident, indeed, that neither participates of the other. For, if they ad
mitted this, they would contradict what they afferted above. 

THEJE. I underftand you. 
GUEST. For if to know was to do fomething, it would neceffarily happen 

that what is known would fuffer, or become paffive. And thus, according 
to this reafoning, effence being known by knowledge, would, fo far as it is 
known, be moved, through becoming paffive; which we fay cannot take 
place about a thing at reft, 

THEJE. Right. 
GUEST. What then, by Jupiter, fhall we be eafily perfuaded that true 

motion, life, foul and prudence, are not prefent to that which is Jierfeclfy 
being, and that it neither lives, nor is wife, but abides immovable, not pof
feffing a venerable and holy intellect ? 

THEJE. But it would be a dire thing, O gueft, to admit this. 
GUEST. Shall we fay then that it poffeffes intellect, but not life ? 
THEJE. And how ? 
GUEST. Or fhall we fay that both thefe refide in it, but that it does not 

poffefs thefe in foul ? 
THEJE. But after what other manner can it poffefs thefe ? 
GUEST. Shall we then fay that it poffeffes intellect, life, and foul, but that,, 

though animated, it abides perfectly immovable ? 

1 All thefe are caufdlly contained in the firft being, becaufe it is better than all thefe 
THEJE* 
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THEJE. All thefe things apppear t o m e to be irrat ional . 
GUEST. W e mull: therefore grant , that both that which is moved, and 

motion, are beings. 
THEJE. Undoubtedly. 
GUEST. It follows therefore, Theaetetus, that intellect will never in any 

refpect be prefent to any thing immovable. 
THEJE. It does follow. 
GUEST. But, indeed, if we grant that all things are borne along and 

moved, we fhall by fuch an affertion take away famenefs from beings. 
THEJE. HOW fo ? 
GUEST. Does it appear to you that that which fubfifts according to the 

fame, and in a fimilar manner , and about the fame, can ever fubfift without 
permanency f 

THEJE. By no means. 
GUEST. But do you perceive that intellect, ever was , or is, wi thout thefe? 
THEJE. In the fmalleft degree. 
GUEST. But befides this, we fhould oppofe, by every poffible a rgument , 

h im who entirely taking away fcience, or prudence, or intellect, ftrenuoufly 
endeavours to introduce any thing elfe. 

THEJE. And very much fo. 
GUEST. But it is perfectly neceffary, as it appears, that the philofopher, 

and he who honours thefe things in the higheft degree, fhould not affent to 
thofe who, afferting that there is either one, or many fpecies of things, con
fider the univerfe as ftanding ftill: nor yet fhould he by any means hear 
thofe who affirm that being is every where m o v e d ; but , according to the 
opinion even of boys, he fhould call things immovable , and things moved, 
confidered as fubfifting together, being, and the all . 

THEJE. Moft t rue. 
GUEST. DO we not, then, now appear to have equitably comprehended 

being in our difcourfe ? 
THEJE. Entirely fo. 
GUEST. NOW therefore, Theaetetus, as it appears to m e , we are ftrangely 

involved in doubt. 
THEJE. HOW fo ? and why do you alTert this ? 

GUEST. 
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GUEST. DO you not perceive, O bleffed man , tha t w e are at prefent in the 
greateft ignorance refpecling being, and yet we have appeared to ourfelves 
to fay fomething about it ? 

THEJE. I do perceive i t ; but I do not altogether underftand in wha t re
fpecl we have deceived ourfelves. 

GUEST. Confider more clearly, whe the r , in confequence of aiTenting to 
thefe th ings , any one may juftly interrogate us, in the fame manner as we 
interrogated thofe w h o faid that the whole of things confifted of the hot and 
the cold. 

THEJE. R e m i n d m e w h a t thefe interrogations were . 
GUEST. By all m e a n s : and I will endeavour to do this by afking you the 

fame queftion as I then afked them, that we may at the fame t ime make 
fome advance in our inquiry. 

THEJE. Right. 
GUEST. DO you not then fay, that mot ion and permanency are contrary 

to each other ? 
THEJE. Undoubtedly . 
GUEST. And do you not likewife fay, tha t both and each of t hem fimilarly 

are ? 
THEJE. I do. 
GUEST. DO you, therefore, fay, that both and each are moved, when you 

admi t that they are ? 
THEJE. By no means . 
GUEST. But do you fignify that they ftand ftill, when you fay that both 

are ? 
THEJE. But how can I ? 
GUEST. YOU may, therefore, place in your foul being, as a third thing 

different from thefe, confidering it as comprehending under itfelf perma
nency and mot ion ; and looking to the communion of thefe with effence, you 
may thus alTert that both of them are . 

THEJE. W e feem to prophefy that being is a certain third th ing , when we 
fay tha t there are motion and pe rmanency . 

GUEST. Being, therefore, is not both motion and permanency, but fome
thing different from thefe. 

THEJE. 
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THEJE. I t appears fo. 
GUEST. H e n c e being, according to its own na ture , nei ther ftands ftill, 

nor is moved. 
THEJE. It is nearly fo. 
GUEST. W h e r e then ought he to turn his thoughts , who winSes to eftablirfi 

in himfelf any clear conceptions refpecting be ing? 
THEJE. W h e r e ? 
GUEST. I do not think it is yet eafy for h im to tu rn his thoughts any 

where . For , if being is not moved, why does it not ftand ftill ? O r h o w 
is it poffible, if it in no refpect ftands ftill, tha t it fhould not be moved ? 
But being has now appeared to us wi thout both thefe. Is this, however , 
poffible ? 

THEJE. I t is the moft impoffible of all things. 
GUEST. In the next place, therefore, it will be juft to call to mind this. 
THEJE. W h a t ? 
GUEST. T h a t being afked refpecling the n a m e of non-being, w e were in 

volved in the greateft doubt refpecling w h a t it ought to be. D o you r e 
member ? 

THEJE. Undoubtedly. 
GUEST. Are w e , therefore, now involved in lefs doubt refpecling being? 
THEJE. If it be poffible to fay fo, O gueft, w e appear to be involved in 

greater doubt. 
GUEST. Le t this ambiguity then reft here . But fince both being and non-

being equally participate of doubt, we may now hope, that if one of t hem 
fhall appear to be more obfcure, or more clear, the other likewife will appear 
to be the fame : and again, that if we fhould not be able to perceive one of 
them, the other will alfo be invifible to us. And thus we fhall purfue the 
difcourfe refpect ing both of them in the moft becoming manner we are able. 

THEJE. I t is well faid. 
GUEST. L e t us relate, then, after wha t manner we denominate this fame 

thing by many names. 
THEJE. Adduce for this purpofe a certain paradigm. 
GUEST. In fpeaking of man, we give him various appellations, and a t t r i 

bute to him colour, figure, magni tude , vir tue, and v i c e ; in all which , and 
ten 
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t en thoufand other part iculars, we not only fay that man is, but that he is 
good, and an infinity of other things : and we act in a fimilar manner with 
refpecl: to other particulars ; for, confidering each as one thing, we again call 
i t many things, and by many names . 

THEJE. T r u e . 
GUEST. W h e n c e , I th ink, w e have given a feaft to young men, and to 

thofe who ff udy in old age. For it is eafy for every one immediately to ob
ject , that it is impoffible for the many to be one, and the one many. Hence , 
they will exul t , not fuffering us to fay that a man is good, but that good is 
good, and man man . For I think, Theaetetus, that you have often met with 
young men w h o ferioufly apply themfelves to things of this kind, and fome
times with men advanced in years, who , through the poverty of their pof-
feffions w i th refpect to wifdom, admire fuch things as thefe, and who think 
themfelves all-wife for having difcovered this. 

THEJE. Ent i re ly fo. 
GUEST. T h a t our difcourfe, therefore, may extend to all who have ever 

afferted any thing refpecting eflence, let wha t we fhall now fay in the way of 
interrogat ion be underftood as addreffed as well to thefe as to thofe others 
w h o m we have above ment ioned. 

THEJE. W h a t is it you are n o w going to fay? 
GUEST. W h e t h e r w e lhould nei ther conjoin eflence with motion and per

manency , nor any thing elfe with any thing elfe, but, as if things were un
mingled, and it were impoffible for t hem to communica te with each other, 
we fhould confider t hem as feparate in our difcourfe ? O r whether we fhould 
collect, all things into the fame, as if they were able to communicate with 
each other ? O r confider this as the cafe wi th fome things, but not with 
others ? W h i c h of thefe, Theaetetus, fhall we fay is to be preferred ? 

THEJE. I indeed have nothing to anfwer to thefe things. W h y , there 
fore, do you not , by anfwering to each particular, confider what follows 
from each ? 

GUEST. YOU fpeak well . W e will fuppofe them, therefore, if you pleafe, 
to fay, in the firft place, that nothing has any power of communicat ing with 
any th ing, in any refpecr. W i l l it not , therefore, follow, that motion and 
permanency in no refpect participate of eifence ? 

THEJE. 
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THEJE. T h e y certainly wi l l not . 
GUEST. But wha t ? W i l l any one of t h e m be, and a t the fame t ime have 

no communicat ion wi th elfence ? 
THEJE. I t will not . 
GUEST. F r o m commenting to this , all things, as it feems, wil l become ra

pidly fubverted, as well the doctrine of thofe who contend that all things are 
moved, as of thofe who contend that all things ftand ftill, together w i t h the 
dogmas of thofe who affert that fuch things as fubfift according to forms or 
fpecies fubfift fimilarly according to the fame. F o r all thefe conjoin being 
wi th their doctrines, fome afferting that things are truly moved, and others 
that they t ruly ftand ftill. 

THEJE. Ent i re ly fo. 
GUEST. Such, likewife, as at one t ime uni te all things, and at another t ime 

feparate them, whether dividing from one th ing in to things infinite, or into 
things which have finite e lements , and compofing from thefe, and whe ther 
they confider this as partially, or as always taking place ,—in all thefe cafes 
they will fay nothing to the purpofe, if there is in no refpect a m i x t u r e of 
things. 

THEJE. R igh t . 
GUEST. Fu r the r ftill, we ourfelves fhall have difcourfed the moft ridicu-

loufly of all men , w h o permi t t ing nothing per ta in ing to the communion of 
the paffion of different, have yet ufed the appellation the other. 

THEJE. HOW fo ? 
GUEST. T h e y are in a certain refpect compelled to employ the t e rm to be, 

about all things, likewife the te rms feparate, others, and by itfelf, and ten 
thoufand others, from which being unable to abftain, and finding it neceffary 
to infert thefe expreffions in their difcourfes, they do not require any other 
confutation, but, as it is faid, they have an enemy and an adverfary a t home , 
vociferating within, and always walk as if carrying about wi th them t h e 
abfurd Eurycles 1 . 

THEJE. YOU very much fpeak of that which is like and t rue . 

1 " This is a proverb, fays the Greek Scholiaft on this dialogue, applied to thofe who prophefy 
evil to themfelves. For Eurycles appeared to have a certain daemon in his belly, exhorting him 
to fpeak concerning future events; whence he was called a ventriloquift." 

VOL. i n . 2 L GUEST. 
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GUEST. But what if we (hould permit all things to have the power of 
communica t ing wi th each o ther? T h i s , indeed, I myfelf a m able to diffolvc. 

THEJE. HOW ? 
GUEST. Becaufe mot ion itfelf would entirely ftand ftill, and again, perma

nency itfelf would be moved, if they were mingled wi th each other . But 
this indeed is impoflible from the greateft neceflity, that motion (hould ftand 
ftill, and permanency be moved . 

THEJE. Undoubtedly . 
GUEST. T h e third th ing, therefore, alone remains . 
THEJE. I t does. 
GUEST. F o r one of thefe things is neceflary, ei ther that all things (hould 

be mingled together , or n o t h i n g ; or that fome things (hould be willing t o 
be mingled with each other , and that other things (hould be unwil l ing . 

THEJE. Undoubtedly . 
GUEST. And t w o of the members of this diviflon cannot be found. 
THEJE. T h e y cannot . 
GUEST. Every one , therefore, w h o wiflies to anfwer rightly (hould adopt 

tha t wh ich remains of the th ree . 
THEJE. And very m u c h fo. 
GUEST. B u t fince fome things are wil l ing to be mingled, and others 

not , they will nearly be affected in the fame manner as letters. Fo r fome of 
thefe are incongruous with refpect to each other , but others mutually har
m o n i z e . 

THEJE. Undoubtedly. 
GUEST. Fo r vowels being in a part icular manner the bond, as it were , of 

the other letters, pervade through all of them, fo that wi thout fome one of 
thefe it is impoffible for any two of the others to accord wi th each other. 

THFJE. And very much fo. 
GUEST. Does every one, therefore, k n o w wha t letters wil l communicate 

with each other ? or is art requifite in order to accomplifh this fufficiently ? 
TKEJE. Ar t is requifite. 
GVEST. W h a t kind of art ? 
THEJE. T h e g rammat i c . 
GUEST And is not this the cafe wi th refpect to (harp and flat founds ? I 

mean, 
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mean, Is not he who knows by art what founds are confonant or diflbnantj 
a mufician, but he who is ignorant of this not fo ? 

THETE. It is. 
GUEST. And in other aits, and the privation of arts, we ( h a l l find o t h e r 

-fuch circumftanccs take place. 
THEJE. Undoubtedly. 
GUEST. Since then we have acknowledged, that the genera 1 of being are 

m i x e d 

1 Of the fciences, fome look to one fcientific object, as medicine to health, but other* 
extend to more than one, as arithmetic to philofophy, to a polity, to the tectonic art, and to 
many others; and others contribute to all arts, not the fabricative only, but alfo fuch as are theo
retic, fuch as is the divifive art, of which Socrates fpeaks in the Phi4ebus. As, therefore, in the 
fciences fome are mofl total, and others partial, fo in intelligible caufes fome are altogether par
tial, alone being the leaders of a peculiar number of one fpecies, but others extend themfelves to 
many, as equal, fimilar, and whole , for whole fo far as whole is not common to all things, fince a 

part fo far as a part is not a whole: and others extend themfelves to all things, becaufe all things 
participate of them fo far as they are beings, and not fo far as they are vital, or animated, or 
poflefs any other idiom, but according to the appellation itfelf of being. Becaufe, therefore, 
being is the firft among intelligible caufes, it has the moft total order among the genera; and 
thefe are five in number, viz. effence, fame, different, motion, permanency. For every being is effen-

tialized, is united itfelf to itfelf, is feparated from itfelf and other things, proceeds from itfelf, and its 
proper principle, and participates of a certain permanency, fo far as it preferves its proper form. 
Whether, therefore, it be intelligible, or fenfible, or a thing fubfifting between thefe two, it is com
pofed from thefe genera. For all things are not vital, or wholes, or parts, or animated ; but of thefe 
genera all things participate. Likewife effence not fubfifting about a thing, neither will any thing elfe 
be there; for eflence is the receptacle of other things. Without the fubfiftence o f f a m e n e f s , that which 
is a whole will be diflipated; and difference being deftroycd there will be one thing alone without 
multitude. In like manner, motion and permanency not fubfifting, all things will be unenergetic and 
dead, without liability, and tending to non-entity. It is neceffary, therefore, that each of thefe 
fhould be in all things, and \\\T& effence (hould rank as the firft, being as it were the Vefta and monad 
of the genera, and arranged analogous to the one. After eflence, famenefs and difference muft 
fucceed, the former being analogous to hound, and the latter to infinity; and next to thefe motion 
and permanency. Of thefe genera too, fome are particularly beheld about the powers, and others 
about the energies of beings. For every being fo far as it is a being participates of a certain 
effence, as it is faid in this dialogue, and in the Parmenides. But every eflential power is either 
under fame, or under different, or under both. Thus for inftance heat, and every feparative 

power, fubfifts under different, but coldnefs, and every colleclive power, is under fame. And if there 
is any thing which fubfifts between thefe, it is under both fame and different. For every energy 
is either motion or permanency, or in a certain refpecl both; fince the energy of intellect may be 
rather faid to be permanency than motion, and in like manner every energy which preferves the 
energizing nature in the fame condition, or that about which it energizes. But the motion of 

2 L 2 bodies 
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mixed with each other, after the fame manner, ought not he neceffarily to 
proceed in his difcourfe fcientifically, who is about to fhow what genera mu
tually accord, and what do not admit each other ? Likewife, whether thefe 
genera fo hold together through all things as to be capable of being mutually 
mingled ? And again in their divifions, if there is another caufe of divifion 
through wholes ? 

THEJE. How is it poflible fcience fhould not be requifite for this purpofe, 
and nearly, perhaps, the greateft of all fciences ? 

GUEST. What then, again, Theaetetus, fhall we call this fcience ? Or, 
by Jupiter, have we ignorantly fallen upon the fcience of the liberal ? And 
do we appear, while inveftigating a fophift, to have firft found a phiio-
fbpher? 

THEJE. How do you fay ? 
GUEST. DO we not fay, that tb divide according to genera, and neither to 

think the fame fpecies different, nor a different fpecies the fame, is the bufi-
liefs of the dialectic fcience ? 

THEJE. We do fay fo. 
GUEST. He, therefore, who is able to do this, fufficiently perceives one 

idea 1 every way extended through many things, the individuals of which 

bodies into each other does not abide in fame, but departs from that in which it fubfifts ; and 
that which changes the energizing nature in the fame and about the fame, is jlable motion. 
Every thing, therefore, by its very being participates of this triad, effence, power, and energy, on 
account of thefe five genera. 

1 Here genus is fignified by one idea extended through many: for genus is not an aggregate of 
fpecies, as a whole of parts, but it is prefent to every fpecies, to which it is at the fame time 
prior. But every fpecies fubfifting feparate from other fpecies, and from genus itfelf, participates 
of genus. By many ideas differentfrom each other, but externally comprehended under one idea, which 
is genus, fpecies are fignified : externally comprehended, indeed, genus being exempt from fpe
cies, but comprehending the caufes of fpecies : for genera, truly fo called, are both more antient 
and more eflential than the fpecies which are ranked under them. Of genera, alfo, fome have a 
fubfiftence prior to fpecies, but others fubfift in them according to participation. To perceive 
thefe two, therefore, viz. one idea extended through many, the individuals of which fubfift apart 
from each other, is the province of the divifive power of dialeclic ; but the other two pertain to 
the definitive power of this art: for definition perceives one idea through many wholes conjoined 
in one, and collects into one definitive conception many ideas, each fubfifting as a whole. It alfo 
comie&s them with each other, and perfects one idea from the aflumption of all wholes; con
joining the many in one. Befides this, it conGders the many which it has collected in one, lying 
apart, and the whole which i6 produced from them. 

are 
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are placed apart from each other, and many ideas different from each other 
externally comprehended under one, and one idea through many wholes 
conjoined in one ; and laftly, many ideas, every way divided apart from 
each other. This is to know fcientiflcally, how to diftinguifh according to 
genus, in what refpecl particulars communicate, and how far they do not 
communicate with each other. 

THEJE. Entirely fo. 
GUEST. But I think you do not give dialectic to any other than one 

who philofophizes purely and juflly. 
THEJE. For how is it poffible to give it to any other? 
GUEST. If we feek*, indeed, we fhall find a philofopher in a place, of this 

kind, both now and hereafter, though it is alfo difficult to fee this character 
clearly; but the difficulty of perceiving a fophift. is of a different kind from 
that with which the perceiving a philofopher is attended. 

THEJE. HOW fo ? 
GUEST. The former flying into the darknefs of non-being, aud by ufe 

becoming adapted to it, is with difficulty perceived through the obfcurity of 
the place. Is it not fo ? 

THEJE. SO it feems. 
GUEST. But the philofopher through reafoning, being always fituated near 

the idea of being, is by no means eafily difcerned, on account of the fplendor 
of the region. For the eyes of vulgar fouls are unable to fupport the view 
of that which is divine. 

THEJE. It is likely that thefe things fubfift in this manner, no lefs than 
thofe. 

GUEST. About this particular, therefore, we fhall perhaps at another 
time confider more clearly, if it be permitted us. But, with refpecl to the 
fophift, it is evident that we fhould not difmifs him till we have fufficiently 
furveyed him. 

THEJE. You fpeak well. 
GUEST. Since then it is acknowledged by us, that fome of the genera of 

being communicate with each other, and that fome do not, and that fome 
communicate with a few, and others with many things, and others again 
are not hindered from communicating through all things with all things; — 
this being the cafe, let us, in the next place, following the order of dif

courfe, 
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courfe, fpeculate not about all fpecies, left we fhould be confounded by their 
multitude,—but, choofing certain of thofe which are called the greateft, let 
m , in the firft place, confider the qualities of each, and, in the next place, 
what communion of power they poffefs with each other, that we may not 
in any refped be indigent of difcourfe about being and non-being (though 
we may not be able to comprehend them with perfect perfpicuity), as far 
as the condition of the prefent fpeculation admits. If, therefore, while we 
are affimilating non-being, we fhould fay that it is truly non-being, we 
fhould be exculpated. 

THEJE. It would indeed be proper that we fhould. 
GUEST. But the greateft of all the genera which we have now mentioned 

are, being itfelf, permanency, and motion. 
THEJE. Very much fo. 
GUEST. And we have faid that the two latter are unmingled with each 

other. 
THEJE. Very much fo. 
GUEST. But being is mingled with both: for both after a manner are. 
THEJE. Undoubtedly. 
GUEST. Thefe things then become three. 
THE^:. Certainly. 
GUEST. Is not, therefore, each of thefe different from the other two, but 

the fame with itfelf? 
THEJE. It is. 
GUEST. What then fhall we now fay refpecting famenefs and difference ? 

Shall we fay that they are two certain genera, different from the other 
three, but yet always mingled with them from neceflity ? And thus are we 
to confider about five, and not three genera only ? Or are we ignorant thai 
we have denominated this famenefs and difference, as fomethino- belonging 
to the other three ? 

THEJ£. Perhaps fo. 
GUEST. But, indeed, motion and permanency are neither different nor 

fame. 
THEJE. How fo ? 
GUEST. That which we in common call motion and permanency can be 

neither of thefe. 
THEJE. 
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THEJE. Why? 
GUEST. Becaufe motion would be permanent, and permanency be moved. 

For, with refpecl to both, the one becoming the other, would compel that 
other to change into the contrary to its nature, as participating of the con* 
trary, 

THEJE. Very much fo. 
GUKST. But yet both participate of fame and different. 
THEJE. They do. 
GUEST. We muff not, therefore, fay that motion is either fame or dif

ferent, nor yet muff we affert this of permanency. 
THEJE. We muft not. 
GUEST. Are, therefore, being and famenefs to be confidered by us as one 

certain thing ? 
THEJE. Perhaps fo. 
GUEST. But if being and famenefs fignify that which is in no refpecl 

different, when we again affert of motion and permanency, that both are, 
we thus denominate both of them the fame, as things which have a being. 

THEJE. But, indeed, this is impoffible. 
GUEST. It is impoffible, therefore, that famenefs and being fhould be one 

thing. 
THEJE. Nearly fo. 
GUEST. We muft place famenefs, therefore, as a fourth fpecies, in addi

tion to the former three. 
THEJE. Entirely fo. 
GUEST. But what? Muft we not fay that difference is a fifth fpecies? 

Or is it proper to think that this, and being, are two names belonging to 
one genus ? 

THEJE. Perhaps fo. 
GUEST. But I think you will grant, that of beings, fome always fubfift: 

themfelves by themfelves, but others in relation to other things. 
THEJE. Undoubtedly. 
GUEST. But different is always referred to different. Is it not ? 
THEJE. It is. 
GUEST. But this would not be the cafe unlefs being and difference widely 

6 differed 
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differed from each other. But if difference participated of both fpecies, as 
is the cafe with being, there would be fome one among things different, 
which would be no longer different with reference to that which is different. 
But now it happens from neceffity. that whatever is different is fo from its 
relation to that which is different. 

THETE. It is as you fay. 
GUEST. We muft fay, then, that the nature of different muft be added as 

a fifth to the fpecies of which we have already fpoken. 
THEJE. Yes-
GUEST. And we muft likewife fay that it pervades through all thefe. For 

each one of the others is different, not through its own nature, but through 
participating the idea of .difference. 

THEJE, And very much fo. 
GUEST. But we may thus fpeak refpecting each of the five genera. 
THEJE* HOW? 
GUEST. In the firft place, that motion is entirely different from perma

nency. Or how fhall we fay ? 
THEJE. That it is fo. 
GUEST. It is not, therefore, permanency. 
THEJE. By no means. 
GUEST. But it is, through participating of being. 
THEJE. It is. 
GUEST. Again, motion is different from famenefs. 
THEJE. Nearly fo. 
GUEST. It is not, therefore, famenefs. 
THEJE. It is not. 
GUEST. And yet it is fame, in confequence of all things participating of 

famenefs. 
THEJC. And very much fo. 
GUEST. It muft be confeffed, therefore, that motion is both fame, and 

not fame, nor muft we be indignant that it is fo. For, when we fay that it is 
both fame, and not fame, we do not fpeak of it in a fimilar manner; but 
when we fay it is fame, we call it fo, through the participation of famenefs 
with refpect to itfelf; and when we fay it is not fame, we call it fb through 

4 its 
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its communion with different, through which, feparating it from fame, ft 
becomes not fame, but different. So that it is again rightly faid to be not 
fame. 

THEJE. Entirely fo. 
GUEST. If, therefore, motion itfelf mould in any refpecl: participate of 

permanency, there would be no abfurdity in calling it (table. 
THEJE. Moft right, f i n c e we have acknowledged that fome of the genera 

are willing to be mingled with each other, and others not. 
GUEST. And, indeed, we arrived at the demonftration of this prior to 

what we have evinced at prefent, by proving that the thing fubfifts after 
this manner. 

THEJE. Undoubtedly. 
GUEST. But we may again fay that motion is different from different, j u f t 

as it is different from famenefs and permanency. 
THEJE. It is neceffary. 
GUEST. It ii£ therefore, in a certain refpecl, not different and different, 

according to this reafoning. 
THEJE. True. 
GUEST. What then follows ? Shall we fay it is different from three of 

the genera, but not from the fourth? acknowledging that the genera are 
five, about which, and in which, we propofe to fpeculate ? 

THEJE. And how ? 
GUEST. For it is impoflible to grant that they are fewer in number than 

they now appear to be. We may, therefore, fafely contend, that motion is 
different from being. 

THEJE. We may, moft fafely. 
GUEST. It clearly follows, therefore, that motion is truly non-being, and 

at the fame time being, fince it participates of being. 
THEJE. Moft clearly. 
GUEST. Non-being, therefore, is neceffarily in motion, and in all the 

genera. For, in all of them, the nature of different rendering them different 
from being, makes each to be non-being. Hence, we rightly fay that all of 
them are non-beings; and again, becaufe they participate of Being, that they 
are, and are beings. 

VOL. i n . 2 M THEJE. 
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THEJE. It appears fo. 
GUEST. About each of the fpecies, therefore, there is much of being, but 

there is alfo non-being infinite in multitude. 
THEJE. It appears fo. 
GUEST. Muft not, therefore, being itfelf be faid to be different from the 

others ? 
THE^:. It is neceffary. 
GUEST. Being, therefore, is not fo many in number as the others ; for> 

not being them, it is itfelf one, but is not other things, which are infinite in. 
number. 

THEJE. This is nearly the cafe. 
GUEST. We ought not, therefore, to be indignant at thefe things, fince 

the genera have naturally a mutual communion. But if fome one does not 
admit thefe things, yet, as we have been perfuaded by the former affertions. 
in like manner we ought to be perfuaded by thefe.. 

THEJE. YOU fpeak moft juftly. 
GUEST. We may alfo fee this. 
THEJE. What? 
GUEST. When we fay non-being, we do not, as it appears, fay any thing 

contrary to being, but only that which is different.'. 
THEJE. HOW fo ? 
GUEST. Juft as when we fay a thing is not great, do we then appear to 

you to evince by this word that which is fmall rather than that which is equal? 
THEJE. HOW is it poffible we fhould ? 
GUEST. We muft not, therefore, admit that the contrary to a thing is 

fignified, when negation is fpoken of; but thus much only muft be-aflerted, 
that the terms not, and neither, fignify fomething of other things, when 
placed before names, or rather before things, about which the names of the 
negations afterwards enunciated are diftributed. 

THE/E. Entirely fo. 
GUEST. This alfo we may confider by a dianoetic energy, if it is agreeable 

to you. 

1 By non»bcing% therefore, in this place, Plato means difference, one of the five genera of being, 
THEJE. 
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THEJE. What is that ? 
GUEST. The nature of different appears to me to be cut into fmall parts, 

in the fame manner as fcience. 
THEJE. HOW ? 
GUEST . This nature itfelf is one ; but a part of it refiding in any thing 

and being individually defined, poffeffes a private appellation of its own ; 
on which account there are faid to be many arts and fciences. 

THEJE. Entirely fo. 
GUEST. DO not, therefore, the parts of the nature of different, which is 

itfelf one thing, fuffer this very fame thing ? 
THEJE. Perhaps fo. But we muff fhow how this takes place. 
GUEST. IS there any part of different oppofite to the beautiful ? . 
THEJE. There is. 
GUEST. Muft we fay that this part is namelefs, or that it has a certain 

name ? 
THEJE. That it has a name. For every thing which we fay is not beau

tiful, is not different from any thing elfe than the nature of the beautiful. 
GUEST. Come, then, anfwer me the following queftion. 
THEJE. What queftion? 
GUEST. When any thing is defined as belonging to one particular genus, 

and is again oppofed to a certain effence, does it happen that thus it is not 
beautiful ? 

THEJE. It does. 
GUEST. But the oppofition of being to being happens, as it feems, to be 

not beautiful. 
THEJE. Moft right. 
GUEST. What then ? Does it follow from this reafoning that the beau

tiful belongs more to beings, and the non-beautiful lefs ? 
THEJE. It does not. 
GUEST. We muft fay, therefore, that the non-great and the great fimilarly 

are. 
THEJE. Similarly. 
GUEST. Hence, too, we muft affert of the juft and the non-juft, that the 

one in no refpecl: is more than the other. 
THEJE. Undoubtedly. 

2 M 2 GUEST. 
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GUEST. And the fame muft be faid of other things, fince the nature of 
different appears to rank among beings. But difference having a fubfiftence, 
it is neceffary to place the parts of it as no lefs having fubfiftence. 

THEJE. Undoubtedly. 
GUEST, As it appears, therefore, the oppofition of a part of the nature of 

different, and of the parts of being, are no lefs effence, if it be lawful fo to 
fpeak, than being itfelf; nor do they fignify that which is contrary to being, 
but only fomething different from it. 

THEJE. It is moft clear. 
GUEST. What then fhall we call it? 
TH E JE. It is evident that non-being, which we have fought after on account 

of a fophift, is this very thing. 
GUEST. Whether, therefore, as you fay, is it no more deficient of effence 

than the others ? And ought we now boldly to fay, that non-being poffeffes 
its own nature firmly, in the fame manner as the great was found to be great, 
and the beautiful beautiful, and the non-great to be non-great, and the non-
beautiful non-beautiful ? Shall we in like manner fay, that non-being was 
and is non-being, as one fpecies which muft be numbered among many 
beings ? Or muft we ftill, Theactetus, be diffident about this ? 

THEJE. By no means. 
GUEST. DO you perceive, therefore, how difobedient we have been to the 

prohibition of Parmenides ? 
THEJE. In what refpect ? 
GUEST. We have wandered beyond the limits he appointed us, by thus 

continuing ftill further to explore and evince. 
THEJE. HOW ? 
GUEST. Becaufe he fays, " Non-beings never, and by no means are ; but 

do you, while inveftigating, reftrain your conceptions from this path." 
THEJE. He does fpeak in this manner. 
GUEST. But we have not only fhown that non-beings are, but we have 

demonftrated what the form of non-being is. For, having evinced that the 
nature of different has a fubfiftence, and that it is divided into fmall parts, 
which are mutually diftributed through all things, we then dared to fay, that 
the part of it which is oppofed to the being of every thing, is itfelf truly non-
being. 

4 THEJE. 
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THEJE. And to me, O gueft, we appear to have fpoken with the greateft 
truth. 

GUEST. Let no one, therefore, fay, that we, having evinced that non-being 
is contrary to being, dare to affert that it is. For we fome time fince bade 
farewell to him who afks whether that which is contrary to any thing has a 
fubfiftence, and poffeffes a certain reafon, or is entirely irrational. But, with 
refpecl: to that which we now call non-being, either fome one who is not 
perfuaded by our arguments fhould confute us, as not having fpoken well; 
or, if he cannot do this, he muft alfo fay as we fay, that the geuera are min
gled with each other, and that being and different pervading through all 
things, and through each other, different participating of being, is through 
this participation, not being that of which it participates, but fomething 
elfe. But, being different from being, it clearly follows that it is neceffarily 
non-being. And again, being, in confequence of participating of difference, 
will be different from the other genera: but being different from all of them, 
it is not any one of them, nor all the others, nor any thing befides itfelf. So 
that, without doubt, being is not ten thoufand things in ten thoufand things: 
and, in like manner, each and all of the other genera are multifarioufly DIS
tributed, but are not themfelves multifarious. 

THEiE. True. 
GUEST. And if any one does not believe in thefe contrarieties, he fhould 

confider, and affert fomething better than has been now faid. Or if fome 
one, in confequence of finding this to be a difficult (peculation, rejoices, 
drawing the arguments from one fide to another, fuch a one, as our prefent 
reafoning afferts, is not engaged in a purfuit which deferves much ferious 
attention. For this neither poffeffes any thing elegant, nor is difficult to 
difcover ; but that is difficult, and at the fame time beautiful. 

THEJE. What? 
GUEST. That of which we have fpoken above; I mean that, omitting 

thefe particulars, we may be able to confute any one who afferts that differ
ent is fame, or fame different. For, to fhow that fame is different, and 
different fame, that the great is fmall, and the fimilar diflimilar, and to rejoice 
in thus introducing contraries in difcourfe, is not a true confutation, but is 
evidently the province of one who has but a flight apprehenfton of the thing, 
and is recently born. 

THEJE. 
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THEJE. Ve ry much fo. 
GUEST. Fo r , O excellent young man , to endeavour to feparate every 

thing from -every th ing, is both inelegant , and the province of one rude and 
deftitute of philofophy. 

THEJE. W h y fo ? 
GUEST. TO diffolve each thing from all things, is the moft perfecl abolition 

of all difcourfe. For difcourfe fubfifts through the conjunction of fpecies 
with each o ther . 

THEJE. T r u e . 
GUEST. Confider, therefore, h o w opportunely we have now contended 

with men of this k ind , and compelled t hem to permit one thing to be min
gled with another . 

THEJE. W i t h a view to what ? 
GUEST. TO this, that difcourfe may be one certain thing belonging to the 

genera of being. Fo r , if we are deprived of this, we fhall, for the moft part , 
be deprived of philofophy. And further ftill, it is requifite at prefent that we 
fhould mutually confent to determine what difcourfe is. But , if it is entirely 
t aken away from us, we can n o longer fpeak about any thing. And it will 
be taken away, if we admit that things are not in any refpect mingled with 
each other. 

THEJE. R igh t . But I do not underftand why we ftiould now mutual ly 
confent to de te rmine what difcourfe is. 

GUEST. But , perhaps, you will eafiJy underftand by attending to this. 
THEJE. TO what ? 
GUEST. N o n - b e i n g has appeared to us to be one of the o the r genera, and 

to be difperfed through all beings. 
THEJE. It has fo. 
GUEST. After this, therefore, w e fhould confider whe ther it is mingled 

wi th opinion and difcourfe. 
THEJE. O n what account ? 
GUEST. Becaufe, if it is not mingled wi th thefe, it muft neceffarily follow 

tha t all things are t r u e : but , if it is mingled with thefe, falfe opinion and falfe 
difcourfe muft be produced. F o r to opine, or fpeak of non-beings, is itfelf 
falfehood fubfifting in the dianoetic par t and difcourfe. 

THEJE. I t is fo. 

GUEST. 
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GUEST. But, being falfehood, it is deception. 
THEJE. It is. 
GUEST. And deception fubfifting, all things muft neceffarily be full of 

refemblances, images, and phantafy. 
THEJE. Undoubtedly. 
GUEST. But we have faid that the fophift flies into this place, while he 

denies that there is any fuch thing as falfehood. For he afferts that no one 
can either think or fpeak of non-being ; becaufe it in no refpect partici
pates of effence. 

THEJE. Thefe things were faid by us. 
GUEST. But now it has appeared that non-being participates of being.. 

So that in this refpecl perhaps he will no longer oppofe us. Perhaps how
ever he will fay, that of fpecies, fome participate of non-being, and others 
not; and that difcourfe and opinion rank among thofe things which do not 
participate it. So that he wiU again contend with us, that the image-making; 
and phantaftic art, in which we have faid he is concealed, has no fub
fiftence ; fince opinion and difcourfe have no communion with non-being. 
He will likewife alTert that falfehood has not any kind of fubfiftence, fince 
this communion of things is no where to be found. Hence we muft in
veftigate the nature of difcourfe, opinion, and phantafy, that, thefe becoming 
apparent, we may perceive their communion with non-being; and, per
ceiving this, may evince that there is fuch a thing as falfehood ; and, having" 
evinced this, may bind the fophift in. it, if he is found to be guilty; orr 

liberating him, inveftigate in fome other genus. 
THEJE. That, O gueft, which we laid at firft about the fbphift, appears to 

be very true—I mean, that he is a genus difficult to apprehend. For he 
appears to be full of problems; nor can any one arrive at his retreats, till 
he has firft vanquished the obftacle which he throws in the way. For now 
we have fcarcely overcome the obftacle which he hurled fbrth, I mean that 
non-being is not, and he immediately throws in our way another. Hence 
it is requifite to fhow that there is falehood, both in difcourfe and opinion, 
and after this perhaps fomething elfe, and another thing after that, and fo 
on, as it appears, without end. 

GUEST. He, O Theaetetus, who is able to make advances continually, 
though 
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though in a fmall degree, ought to proceed boldly in this affair. For what 
will he be able to accompiifh in other things, who is without ardor in thefe ? 
For he who either effects nothing in thefe, or is repelled backwards, will 
fcarcely (according to the proverb) ever take the city. But now, O good 
man, fince as you fay this is accomplifhed, we fhall have captured the greateft 
wall, and the reft will be eafy and trifling. 

THEJE. YOU fpeak well. 
GUEST. Let us then now, in the firft place, as we faid, confider difcourfe 

and opinion, that we may more clearly fhow, whether non-being touches 
upon thefe, or whether both thefe are in every refpect true, and neither of 
them at any time falfe. 

THEJE. Right. 
GUEST. Come then, let us again fpeculate about nouns, in the fame 

manner as we did about fpecies'and letters. For that which is the object 
of our prefent inveftigation appears in a certain refpect to have a fimilar 
fubfiftence. 

THEJE. What is it you wifh to be conceived reflecting nouns ? 
GUEST. Whether all of them harmonize with each other; or fome 

accord, but others do not. 
THEJE. It is evident that fome accord, and others do not. 
GUEST. Perhaps your meaning is this, that fuch nouns as in an orderly 

fucceffion affert and evince fomething, mutually accord; but that fuch as 
fignify nothing by continuity, do not mutually accord. 

THEJE. HOW do you mean ? and what is it you fay ? 
GUEST. What I thought you would both underftand and affent to. For 

there is a twofold genus of vocal declarations reflecting effence. 
THEJE. HOW? 
GUEST. One, which is called nouns, and the other verbs. 
THEJE. Speak of each. 
GUEST* That which is a declaration in actions, we call a verb. 
THEJE. We do. 
GUEST. But a mark or fign of voice impofed on the agents themfelves, 

we call a noun. 
THEJE. Very much fo. 

GUEST. 
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GUEST. From nouns,"therefore, alone, enunciated in continued fucceflion, 
a fentence is never produced ; nor yet again from verbs enunciated without 
nouns. 

THEJE. Thefe things I have not learned. 
GUEST. But it is evident that you juft now acknowledged this, when look

ing to fomething elfe. For this is what I wifhed to fay, that when thefe are 
enunciated in continued fucceflion, a fentence is not produced. 

THEJE. HOW fo ? 
GUEST. AS, for in fiance, walks, runs, fleeps, and fuch other words as 

fignify actions, all which when any one enunciates in continued fucceflion, 
he wdl not by this means produce a fentence. 

THEJE. For how can he? 
GUEST. Again, therefore, when any one fays, a lion, a ftag, a horfe, and 

fuch other nouns as fignify agents themfelves, a fentence will not yet be pro
duced by this continuity. For the things enunciated do not evince action, 
or a privation of action, or the effence of a thing which is, or which is not, 
till verbs are mingled with nouns. But when they are harmonized, a 
fentence is immediately produced, and the firft connection of thefe is 
nearly the firft fentence, though it fhould be the fhorteft poflible. 

THEJE. HOW is this ? 
GUEST. When any one fays, A man learns, would you not fay that this 

is the fhorteft and firft fentence ? 
THEJE. I fhould. 
GUEST. For he then evinces fomething refpecting things which actually 

are, or are rifing into being, or have been, or will be. Nor does he deno
minate only, but he finifhes fomething connecting verbs and nouns. Hence 
we fay that he fpeaks, and does not alone denominate, and to this con
nection we give the name of difcourfe. 

THEJE. Right, 
GUEST. And thus as we faid refpecting things, that fome harmonized 

with each other, and that others did not, fo likewife with refpect to the figns 
of voice, fome do not harmonize, but others do, and produce difcourfe. 

THEJE. Entirely fo. 
GUEST. Further ftill, attend to this trifling thing, 
THEJE. TO what ? 

VOL, i n . % N GUEST. 
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GUEST. That difcourfe when it takes place muft neceffarily be a difcourfe 
about fomething: for it is impoffible that it can be about nothing. 

THEJE. It muft. 
GUEST. Ought it not, therefore, to be of fome particular kind ? 
THEJE. Undoubtedly. 
GUEST. Let us then give diligent attention; 
THEJE. For it is requifite. 
GUEST. I will, therefore, enunciate to you a fentence, in which a thing 

is conjoined with action, through a noun and a verb: but do you inform me of 
what it is a fentence. 

THEJE. I will, as far as I am able. 
GUEST. Theaetetus fits :—is this a long fentence ? 
THEJE. It is not; but a moderate one. 
GUEST. It is now your bufinefs to fay what it is about, and of whom it is 

a fentence. 
THEJE. It is evident that it is about me, and of me. 
GUEST. But what again with refpecr to this ? 
THEJE. To what? 
GUEST. Theaetetus, with whom I now difcourfe, flies. 
THEJE. Refpecring this alfo, no one can fay but that it is about me , and 

of me. 
GUEST. But we faid it was neceffary that every fentence fhould be of fome 

particular kind. 
THEJB. We did. 
GUEST. But of what kind muft each of the fentences juft now mentioned 

be? 
THEJE. One muft be falfe* and the other true. 
GUEST. But that which is true afferts things refpedingyou as they are. 
THEJE. Undoubtedly. 
GUEST. But that which is falfe afferts things refpecling you different from 

what they are. 
THEJE. It does. 
GUEST. It fpeaks, therefore, of things which are not, as if they were. 
THEJE. Nearly fo. 
GUEST. And it fpeaks of things which have a fubfiftence, but which do 

5 not 
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not belong to you. For we fay, that about every thing there are many things 
which have a fubfiftence, and many things which have no fubfiftence. 

THEJE. Very much fo. 
GUEST. In the firft place, therefore, it is moft neceftary, that the latter 

fentence which I enunciated refpecting you fhould be one of the fhorteft, 
according to the definition we have given of a fentence. 

THEJE. This muft now be acknowledged by us. 
GUEST. In the next place, it muft be confeffed that it is a fentence of 

fomething. 
THEJE. It muft. 
GUEST. But if it is not of you, it is not of any thing elfe. 
THEJE. For how fhould it ? 
GUEST. But if it is not of any thing, it cannot in any refpect be a fentence. 

For we have fhown that it belongs to things impoffible, that difcourfe (hould 
exift, and yet be a difcourfe of nothing. 

THEJE. Moft right. 
GUEST. When, therefore, other things are afferted of you, as if they were 

the fame, and things which are not, as things which are, fuch a compofition. 
of verbs and nouns becomes altogether, as it appears, a really and truly falfe 
difcourfe. 

THEJE. Moft true. 
GUEST. But what with refpect to the dianoetic energy, opinion, and 

phantafy, is it not now evident that all thefe genera, as well the falfe as the 
true, are produced in our fouls ? 

THEJE. HOW ? 
GUEST. YOU will eafily underftand, if you firft of all apprehend what each 

of them is, and in what they differ from each other. 
THEJE. Only inform me. 
GUEST. Are not, therefore, the dianoetic energy and difcourfe the feme, 

except that the former is an inward dialogue without voice, of foul with 
itfelf? 

THEJE. Entirely fo. 
GUEST. But the fluxion from the dianoetic energy through the mouth* 

proceeding with found, is called difcourfe. 
THEJE. True. 

i N 2 GUEST. 
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GUEST. We perceive this alfo in difcourfe. 
THEJE. What? 
GUEST. Affirmation and negation. 
THEJE. We do. 
GUEST. When, therefore, this takes place in the foul according to the-

dianoetic energy, accompanied with filence, can you call it any thing elfe than 
opinion ? 

THEJE. HOW can I? 
GUEST. But, when again, a certain paffion of this kind is prefent, not ac

cording to the dianoetic energy, but through fenfe, can it be rightly denomi
nated any thing elfe than phantafy ? 

THEJE. Nothing elfe. 
GUEST. Since, then, difcourfe is both true and falfe, and it appears that 

the dianoetic energy is a dialogue of the foul with itfelf, but opinion the con
clufion of the dianoetic energy, and phantafy the mixture of fenfe and opi
nion with each other, it is neceffary, fince thefe are allied to difcourfe, that 
fome of them fhould be fometimes true, and fometimes falfe. 

THEJE. Undoubtedly. 
GUEST. DO you perceive, therefore, that we have found more eafily than 

we expected, that opinion and difcourfe are fometimes falfe ? For juft now 
we were afraid, left by inveftigating this matter we fhould attempt a work 
which it is perfectly impoffible to accomplifh. 

THEJE. I do perceive. 
GUEST. Let us not, therefore, defpair as to what remains ; but, fince thefe 

things are rendered apparent, let us recall into our memory thofe divifions 
according to fpecies which we mentioned before. 

THEJE. Of what kind were they ? 
GUEST. We divided image-making into two fpecies; the one aflimilative, 

and the other phantaftic 
THEJE. We did. 
GUEST. And we faid we were dubious in which of thefe we fhould place 

the fophift. 
THEJE. Thefe things were faid by us. 
GUEST. And while we were doubting about this, we were oppreffed with 

a ftill darker vertigo, in confequence of that aflertion which is dubious to all 
men, 
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men, that there can be no fuch thing as either a refemblance, or an image, 
becaufe that which is falfe has never in any refpect any fubfiftence whatever. 

THEJE. You fpeak the truth. 
GUEST. But now fince difcourfe has become apparent, and likewife falfe 

opinion, it is poflible there may be imitations of things, and that from this 
difpofition the art of deceiving may be produced. 

THEJE. It is poflible. 
GUEST. And was it not alfo acknowledged by us above, that the fophift 

is converfant with thefe ? 
THFJE. It was. 
GUEST. Let us, therefore, again endeavour, by always bifecting the pro-

pofed genus, to proceed to the right hand part of the fection, attending to 
its communion with the fophift, til, having taken away all his common pro
perties, and leaving the nature peculiar to him, we may be able efpecially to 
exhibit this to ourfelves, and afterwards to thofe who are naturally moft 
proximate to the genus of this method. 

THFJE. Right. 
GUEST. Did we not, therefore, begin dividing the effective art, and the 

art of acquiring ? 
THEJE. Yes. 
GUEST. And the art of acquiring prefented itfelf to us in hunting, contefts, 

merchandize, and fuch-like fpecies. 
THEJE. Entirely fo. 
GUEST. But now, fince the imitative art comprehends the fophift, it is 

evident that the effective art muft firft receive a twofold divifion. For imi
tation is a certain making. We faid, indeed, it was the making of images, 
and not of things themfelves. Did we not ? 

THE^. Entirely fo. 
GUEST. But, in the firft place, let there be two parts of the effective art.. 
THEJE. What are they ? 
GUEST. The one is divine, the other human. 
THEJE. I do not yet underftand you. 
GUEST. If we remember what was faid at firft we afferted that the whole 

of the effective art was a power caufing things to exift afterwards which 
were not before. 

THEJE. 
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THEJE. We do remember. 
GUEST. But, with refpect to all mortal animals, and plants which are 

produced in the earth from feeds and roots, 'together with fuch inanimate 
natures as fubfift on the earth, whether they are bodies which can be lique
fied, or not, can we fay that they were afterwards generated, when before 
they were not, by any other than a certain fabricating God ? Or fhall we 
employ the dogma and affertion of many ? 

THEJE. What is that ? 
GUEST. That nature generates thefe from a certain fortuitous caufe, and 

which operates without thought. Or fhall we fay that they are produced in 
conjunction with reafon and divine fcience, originating from Deity itfelf? 

THEJE. I, perhaps, through my age, often change my opinion. However, 
at prefent looking to you, and apprehending that you think thefe things were 
produced by Divinity, I think fotoo. 

GUEST. It is well, Theaetetus. And if we thought that in fome future 
time you would be of a different opinion, we fhould now endeavour to make 
you acknowledge this by the force of reafon, in conjunction with neceffary 
perfuafion ; but fince I know your nature to be fuch, that, without any argu
ments from us, you would of yourfelf arrive at that conclufion to which I 
have drawn you, I fhall difmifs the attempt; for it would be fuperfluous. 
But I adopt this pofition, that things which are faid to fubfift from nature 
are produced by a divine art: but that the things which are compofed from 
thefe by men, are produced by human art: and that, according to this pofi
tion, there are two genera of the effective art, one of which is human, and the 
other divine. 

THEJE. Right. 
GUEST. But, fince there are two genera, bifect each of them, 
THEJE. How? 
GUEST. Juft as the whole of the effective art was then divided according 

to breadth, fo now let it be divided according to length. 
THEJE. Let it be fo divided. ' 
GUEST. And thus all its parts will become four; two of which indeed, 

with reference to us, will be human; and two again, with reference to the 
Gods, divine. 

THEJE. They will. 
GUEST. 
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GUEST. But with refpect to thefe, as being again divided in a different 
manner, one part of each divifion is effective, but the remaining parts may 
be nearly called reprefentative. And hence, again, the effective art receives 
a twofold divifion. 

THEJE. Inform me again how each is to be divided. 
GUEST. With refpect to ourfelves and other animals, and the things from 

which they naturally confift, viz. fire and water, and the fifters of thefe, we 
know that each of thefe productions is the offspring of Divinity. Do we not? 

THEJE. We do. 
GUEST. After thefe the images of each, and not the things themfelves, 

follow; and thefe are produced by a daemoniacal artifice. 
THEJE. What kind of images are thefe? 
GUEST. Phantafms which occur in fleep, and fuch as appearing in the day 

are called fpontaneous; as, for inftance, fhadow, when darknefs is generated 
in fire: but this is twofold, when domeftic and foreign light concurring in 
one about fplendid 1 and fmooth bodies, and producing a fenfation of feeing 
contrary to accuftomed vifion, effect by thefe means a fpecies. 

THEJE. Thefe works, therefore, of divine making are two, viz. the things 
themfelves, and the image which follows each. 

GUEST. But what ? Shall we not fay that our art, by architecture, makes 
a houfe, but by painting, that other thing, the image of the houfe, which is, 
as it were, a human dream effected by men awake ? 

THEJE. Entirely fo. 
GUEST. Hence, by giving a twofold divifion after this manner to other 

things, we fhall again find twofold works of our effective action, and we 
muft call the one auturgic, or the thing itfelf effected, but the image, repre
fentative. 

THEJE. I now underftand you better, and I admit thefe two fpecies of the 
effective art, with a twofold divifion, viz. the divine and human according 
to one fection ; and the thing itfelf effefted, and the offspring of certain 
imitations, according to the other. 

GUEST . Let us, therefore, recollect, that of the image-producing art we 

1 See the latter part of the Introduction to the Timaeus. 
faid, 
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faid, one kind would be aflimilative, and the other phantaftic, if it fhould 
appear that the falfe is truly falfe, and one certain thing belonging to beings. 

THEJE. We did fay fo. 
GUEST. IS it not, therefore, apparent, that we have now indubitably enu

merated two fpecies ? 
THEJE. Yes. 
GUEST. We muft, therefore, again give a twofold distribution to the 

phantaftic fpecies. 
THEJE. HOW ? 
GUEST. One kind being that which is effected through inftruments, but 

the other being the phantafm of that which exhibits itfelf as the instrument 
of the efficient. 

THEJE. HOW do you fay ? 
GUEST. I think, when any one employing your figure caufes body to ap* 

pear fimilar to body, or voice to voice, this is particularly called an imitation 
belonging to the phantaftic fpecies. 

THEJE. It is. 
GUEST. Calling this then imitative, we will divide it; but we will dif-

mifs the whole of the other member, as being now weary, and we will 
permit fome other perfon to colled it into one, and give it a proper deno
mination. 

THEJE. Let the member then you fpeak of be divided, and let us difmifs 
the other. 

GUEST. And indeed, Theaetetus, it is fit to think that this alfo is twofold ; 
but take notice on what account. 

THEJE. Say. 
GUEST. Of thofe who imitate, fome knowing that which they imitate 

do this, but others not knowing it. Though, can we place any divifion 
greater than that of ignorance and knowledge? 

THEJE. We cannot. 
GUEST. Will not, therefore, that which we juft now Spoke of be an imi

tation of thofe that are endued with knowledge ? For this man, knowing 
you, imitates your figure, 

THEJE, Undoubtedly. 
•GUEST. 
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GUEST. But what mall we fay refpecting the figure of juftice, and, in 
(hort, of the whole of virtue ? D o not many, though they are ignorant, 
think that they know this, and, while they imitate that which feems to them 
to be the figure of juftice, endeavour, both in words and works, to make it 
appear that it is inherent in them ? 

THEJE. Very many, indeed. 
GUEST. Are they not, therefore, difappointed in their expectations of ap

pearing to be juft, as they are not fo in any refped ? Or does the very con
trary to this take place ? 

THEJE. The very contrary takes place. 
GUEST. I think then we muft fay that this imitator is different from the 

other, he who is ignorant from him who knows, 
THEJE. We muft. 
GUEST. Whence, then, can any one derive a name adapted to each? 

Or is it evident that it is difficult ? Becaufe a certain antient caufe of the 
divifion of genera into fpecies was unknown to our anceftors, fo that 
none of them attempted to divide ; and on this account they were neceffarily 
very much in want of names. But at the fame time, though it may be a 
bolder aflertion, for the fake of diftinclion, we fhall call the imitation which 
fubfifts with opinion doxomimetic ; but that which fubfifts in conjunction with 
fcience, a certain hiftoric imitation. 

THEJE. Be it fo. 
GUEST. The other of thefe appellations, therefore, muft be ufed: for a 

fophift was not found to be among the fcientific, but among imitators. 
THEJE. ud very much fo. 
GUEST. Let us then confider this doxajiic imitator, or one who imitates 

from op? ion, as if he were iron, and fee whether he is found, or whether he 
contains in himfelf fomething twofold. 

THEJE. Let us confider. 
GUEST. He is, therefore, very copious. For, of fophifts, one is foolifh, 

thinking that he knows the things which he opines: but the figure of an
other, through his rolling like a cylinder in difcourfe, is replete with abun
dance of fufpicion and fear, that he is ignorant of thofe things which he 
feigns himfelf to know before others. 

THEJE. There are both thefe kinds of fophifts, as you have faid. 
VOL. ni. 2 o GUEST. 
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GUEST. May we not, therefore, place one of thefe as a fimple, and the 
other as an ironical imitator ? 

THEJE. It is proper fo to do. 
GUEST. And again, fhall we fay that the genus of this is one or two ? 
THEJE. DO you fee whether it is or not. 
GUEST. I confider; and two imitators appear to me: one employing 

irony among the multitude publicly, and in prolix difcourfes ; and the other 
compelling the perfon who converfes with him to contradict himfelf, and this 
privately, and by fhort difcourfes. 

THEJE. YOU fpeak moft rightly. 
GUEST. What then did we evince the imitator to be who employs prolix 

difcourfes ? Did we evince him to be a politician, or a popular fpeaker ? 
THEJE. A popular fpeaker. 

' GUEST. But what did we call the other,—a wife man, or fophiftic ? 
THEJE. TO call him a wife man is impoffible, fince we have placed him 

as one who is ignorant; but as he is an imitator of a wife man, he muft 
evidently receive a fimilar appellation. And I now nearly underftand that 
this character ought truly to be called one who is in every refpect a real 
fophift. 

GUEST. Shall we not, therefore, bind together his name, as we did before, 
connecting every thing from the end to the beginning ? 

THEJE. Entirely fo. 
GUEST. He, therefore, who compels thofe that converfe with him to con

tradict themfelves, who is a part of the ironic genus, and a doxaftic imitator, 
who likewife belongs to the phantaftic genus, which proceeds from the repre-
fentative art, who is to be defined to be not a divine but a human production, 
and who by the artifice of his difcourfes belongs to the wonder-working divi
fion; he who fays that a real fophift is of this ftock and confanguinity will, 
as it appears, fpeak moft truly. 

THEJE. Entirely fo. 

THE END OF THE SOPHISTA. 

T H E 
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SoME, fays H e r m e a s *, have endeavoured to fhow that this dialogue is 
concerning rhetoric, looking only to its beginning and end ; others, that i t 
is about the foul, fince here efpecially Socrates demonftrates its immortal i ty ; 
and others, that it is about love, fince the beginning and occafion of the 
dialogue originate from this. F o r Lyfias had wr i t t en an oration in order 
to prove that it is not proper to gratify a lover, but one who is not a 
l ove r ; he being vehement ly in love wi th Pruedrus, but pretending that he 
was not . Wifh ing , therefore, to wi thdraw him from other lovers, he 
vicioufly compofed an oration, the defign of which was to fhow that it is 
requifite rather to gratify one who is not a lover, than one who i s ; wh ich 
gave occafion to Socrates to difcourfe concerning this in tempera te love, 
together with temperate , divine, and enthufiaftic love, becaufe it is a love 
of this latter kind which fhould be embraced and followed. Others again 
affert that the dialogue is theological, on account of wha t is faid in the 
middle of it. But , according to others, its fubject is the good, becaufe 
Socrates fays that the fuperceleftial place has never been celebrated accord
ing to its defert, and that an uncoloured and unfigured effence there fubfifts. 
And, laftly, others affert that it is concerning the beautiful itfelf. All thefe, 
therefore, form their opinion of the whole fcope of the dialogue from a 
certain part of it. For it is evident that the difcourfe concerning the foul 
is affumed for the fake of fomething elfe, and alfo that concerning the firft 
b e a m y : for Socrates afcends from other beautiful things to this, and to the 

4 
I In Scholiis MSS. in Phsedrum. 

fuperceleftial 
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fupercelefllal place. It is alfo evident that the difcourfes about love are 
to be referred to the lover. It muft not, therefore, be faid that there are 
many fcopes; for it is neceffary that all of them fhould be extended to one 
thing, that the difcourfe may be as it were one animal. In ftiort, Socrates 
fpeaks concerning all-various beauty. Hence he begins from the apparent 
beauty in the form of Phaedrus, with which Lyfias was enamoured, in con
fequence of falling off from the character of a true lover. But afterwards 
he proceeds to the beauty in difcourfes, of which Phaedrus is reprefented as 
a lover. From this he afcends to the beauty in foul, viz. to the virtues and 
fciences; and thence, in his recantation, to the mundane Gods. After 
which he afcends to the intelligible fountain itfelf of beauty, to the God of 
love, and to the beautiful itfelf; whence he again defcends through the 
divifive art to the beauty in foul, and in the virtues and fciences; and after
wards again to the beauty in difcourfes, thus conjoining the end with the 
beginning. In fhort, the whole intention of the dialogue may be divided into 
three parts, correfponding to three lives:—into the intemperate love, which 
is feen in the oration of Lyfias; into the temperate, which is feen in the 
firft difcourfe of Socrates; and, in the third place, into the divinely infpired, 
which is feen in the recantation, and in the laft difcourfe of Socrates. It 
may alfo be faid that the lovers, the loves, and the objects of love, are ana
logous to thefe lives. Hence they do not much deviate from the defign of 
the dialogue who affert that it is concerning love, fince love is feen in a 
relation to the object of love : and it is neceffary indeed not to be ignorant 
of kindred differences, fince Plato himfelf does not deliver cafual diftinclions 
of love, and the object of love. However, it is evident that the leading 
fcope of the dialogue is not concerning love; for neither does it difcufs its 
eflence, nor its power, but difcourfes concerning its energies in the world, 
and in fouls. But if Plato any where makes love the leading fcope of a 
dialogue, he difcourfes concerning its effence, power, and energy. Hence 
in The Banquet, where love is the leading object, he delivers its middle 
nature, and its order, calling it a mighty decmon, as binding fecondary to 
primary natures. But here, a difcourfe concerning the beautiful takes the 
lead, to which all things are elevated by love. 

And here it is neceffary to obferve, that the firft fubfiftence of the beautiful, 
the primary objed of this dialogue, is in intelligible intellect, the extremity 

' 6 of 
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of the intelligible triad, where it fubfifts as an intelligible idea. It is this 
beauty which, according to Orpheus, when it arofe, aftonifhed the in
tellectual Gods, and produced in them an admiration of their father Phanes : 
for thus the theologift fings concerning it; 

Gaufxa^ov MaQopuvrti iv adept Qeyyo; as^Trrov, 
T u (xev a7reo-Tt\<oE xp°°i a9avaroio $avnTo$. 

i, e. " they wondered on beholding in aether an unexpected light, with 
which the body of the immortal Phanes glittered." This beauty too, as we 
have obferved in a note on the Parmenides, is a vital intellectual form, the 
fource of fymmetry 1 to all things, 

With refpect to the perfons of the dialogue, they are Lyfias, or rather the 
oration of Lyfias, Phaedrus, and Socrates; Lyfias and Phsedrus being, as we 
have faid, lovers of each other, but Socrates being the curator of youth, and 
the providential infpector of Phaedrus, elevating him from the apparent and 
external beauty in words, to the beauty in foul and intellect. As fome 
however have accufed 1 the dialogue as inflated in its diction, on account of 
what is faid in the recantation, it is neceffary to obferve, that Socrates 
employs words adapted to the things themfelves. For, as he difcourfes 
about objects unapparent, and unknown to the many, he accordingly ufes an 
elevated diction, and fuch as accords with an intelligible and divine effence. 

Indeed, if human nature in this its degraded condition is capable of receiv
ing the infpirations of divinity, and if a part of the prefent dialogue was 
compofed under fuch an influence, an ^ccufation of this kind is certainly 
its greateft commendation. 

Hence it is juftly obferved by Proclus 3 , " that Plato in this dialogue being 
infpired by the Nymphs, and exchanging human intelligence for fury, which 
is a thing far more excellent, delivers many arcane dogmas concerning the 

1 Symmetry, according to the mod accurate and philosophical definition of it, is the dominion 
of that which is naturally mare over that which is naturally lefs excellent. Hence fymmetry then 
fubfifts in body, when form vanquiflies matter. Had Mr. Burke known and underftood the above 
definition of beauty, he would not have given to the world fuch a crudity as his treatife On the 
Sublime and Beautiful. 

* Dicxarchus, according to Cicero vi. a. ad Atticum, is faid to have reprehended this dialogue 
as too vehement, becaufe it breathes of the dithyrambic character. 

3 In Plat. Theol. lib. 1. p. 8. 
intellectual 
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intellectual Gods, and many concerning the liberated rulers of the univerfe, 
who elevate the multitude of mundane Gods to the intelligible monads, 
feparate from the wholes which this univerfe contains. And ftill more does 
he deliver about the mundane Gods themfelves, celebrating their intellelhons 
and fabrications about the world, their unpolluted providence, their govern
ment about fouls, and other particulars which Socrates difclofes in this dia
logue according to a deific energy." 

I only add, that though there are frequent allufions in this dialogue to that 
unnatural vice which was fo faftiionable among the Greeks, yet the reader 
will find it feverely cenfured in the courfe of the dialogue by our divine 
philofopher. There can be no reafon to fear, therefore, that the ears of 
the modeft will be fhocked by fuch allufions, fince they are inferted with no 
other view than that they may be exploded as they deferve. But if, not
withstanding this, any one fhall perfift in reprobating certain parts of the 
dialogue as indecent, it may be fairly concluded, that fuch a one poffeffes 
the affectation of modefty without the reality; and that he is probably a 
bigot to fome defpicable and whining feet of religion, in which cant and 
grimace are the fubftitutes for genuine piety and worth. 

T H E 
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PERSONS OF THE DIALOGUE. 

S O C R A T E S A N D P H i E D R U S . 

SCENE,—THE BANKS OF THE ILISSUS* 

SOCRATES. 

W HITHER are you going, my dear Phaedrus, and from whence came 
you ? 

PHJEDR. From Lyfias, the fon of Cephalus, Socrates; but I am going, for 
the fake of walking, beyond the walls of the city. For I have been fitting 
with him a long time, indeed from very early in the morning till now. But 
being perfuaded by Acumenus1, who is your affociate as well as mine, to 
take fome exercife, I determined upon that of walking. For he faid that this 
kind of exercife was not fo laborious, and at the fame time was more health
ful, than that of the courfe. 

Soc. He fpeaks well, my friend, on this fubject: and fo Lyfias then, as 
it feems, was in the city. 

PHJEDR. He was. For he dwells with Epicrates in this houfe of Mory-
ehus, which is next to that of Olympius. 

Soc. But what was his employment there? Or did not Lyfias treat you 
with a banquet of orations ? 

PHJEDR. YOU fhall hear, if you have but leifure to walk along with me, 
and attend. 

1 This Acumenus the phyficiau is alfo mentioned by Plato in the Protagoras, and by Xenophon 
in the third booi of the Sayings and Deeds of Socr.;tes. 

V O L . I I I . 2 P S O C 
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S o c . But wha t , do you not think that J, according to Pindar, would con
fider as a th ing fuperior to bufuiefs, the relation of your converfation wi th 
Lyfias ? 

PH^DR. GO on then . 
S o c . Begin the relation then. 
PHJEDR. And indeed, Socrates, the hear ing of this is proper for you x . 

F o r I do not know how it happened fo, but our difcourfe was amatory . 
F o r Lyfias, th rough the perfuafion of fome beautiful perfon, though not one 
of his lovers, had compofed an oration on love, and this in a very elegant 
m a n n e r : in the courfe of which he afferts that one w h o does not love ou°-ht 

o 

to be gratified ra ther than a lover. 
S o c . Generous man ! I wifh he had likewife afferted that this fhould be 

the cafe with the poor rather than the r ich, the old than the young, and fo in 
all the reft, that thus 1 myfelf, and many more of us, might be gratified 1 : 
for then his difcourfe would have been both polite and publicly ufeful. I am 
therefore fo defirous 3 of hear ing his orat ion, that if you fhould even walk 
as far as to Megara , and, like Herodicus 4 , when you had reached the walls, 
immediately tu rn back again, I fhould not leave you. 

PHJEDR. W h a t do you fay, moft excellent Socrates ? D o you think me 
fo much of an idiot as to fuppofe myfelf capable of relating, in fuch a man
ner as it deferves, a difcourfe which Lyfias, the moft fkilful wri ter of the 
prelent age, was a long t ime in compofing at his leifure? I am certainly 
very far from enter ta ining fuch a fuppofition : though I would rather be able 
to do this than be the poffeffer of a great quanti ty of gold. 

S o c . O Phaedrus, if I do not know Phaedrus, 1 am likewife forgetful of my
felf ; but nei ther of thefe happens to be the cafe. For I well know that 

1 Socrates acknowledges that he knew the three following things, viz. the amatory art, as in the 
Banquet he fays concerning Diotima, " (he taught me amatory affairs the tnaieutic art, as in the 
Theaetetus he fays, u divinity has ordered me to exercife obftetrication j " and the dialeclic art, as 
in the Cratylus, " for I know nothing, fays he, except to give and take words." 

a It is fcarcely neceffary to obferve that Socrates fays this ironically. 
' 3 Socrates defires to hear, becaufe he vehemently wiflies, from his amatory difpofition, to ener

gize divinely, and to fave the youth. 
4 This Herodicus, as we are informed by Hermeas, was a phyfician, who made gymnaftic ex-

ercifes beyond the walls, beginning from a certain commenfurate interval at no great diflance, as 
far as to the wall, and turning back again; and doing this often, he performed his exercifes. 

6 h e 
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he has not only heard the difcourfe of Lyfias once.1, but that he has defired 
him to repeat it often: and that Lyfias willingly complied with his requeft. 
But neither was this fufficient for Phaedrus ; but having at length obtained 
the book, he confidered that which he moftly defired to fee. And fitting 
down to perufe it very early in the morning, he continued his employment, 
till being fatigued, he went out for a walk ; and, by the dog, as it appears to 
me committed it to memory, unlefs perhaps it was too long for this purpote. 
But he directed his courfe beyond the walls, that he might meditate on this 
oration. Meeting, however, with one who was madly fond of difcourfe, he 
rejoiced on beholding him, becaufe he fhould have a partner in his corybantic 
fury; and defired him to walk on. But when that lover of difcourfe re-
quefted him to repeat the oration, he feigned as if he was unwilling to com
ply ; but though he was unwilling that any one fhould hear him voluntarily, 
he was at length compelled to the relation. I therefore entreat, Phaedrus, 
that you will quickly accomplifh all I defire. 

PHJEDR. Well then, I will endeavour to fatisfy you in the beft manner I 
am able ; for I fee you will not difmifs me till I have exerted my utmoft 
abilities to pleafe you. 

Soc. You perfectly apprehend the truth refpecting me. 
PHJEDR. I will therefore gratify you ; but, in reality, Socrates, I have not 

learned by heart the words of this oration, though I nearly retain the fenfe 
of all the arguments by which he fhows the difference between a lover and 
one who does not love ; and thefe I will fummarily relate to you in order, 
beginning from the firft. 

Soc. But fhow me firft, my friend, what you have got there in your left * 
haad, 

1 Not to hear once, but often, fays Hermeas, manifefts the unwearied labour of men about 
apparent beauty. The book here fignifies that fenfible beauties are images of images, as the 
letters in it are primarily indicative of the foul, but fecondarily of the reafons proceeding from the 
foul. A dog is dedicated to Hermes, and is the laft veftige of the Mercurial feries. As the pre
fent hypothefis, therefore, is about the oration of Lyfias, and Hermes is the infpe&ive guardian 
of difcourfe, Socrates very properly fwears by the dog. It may alfo be faid that he thus fwears as 
reverencing the extremity of this order, and through it calling the infpe&ive Hermes himfelf as 
a witnefs. 

* The left hand here manifcfls that a rhetoric of this kind is extended to the worfe, or in other 
words, the paflive part of the foul \ and that it does not pertain to the pure power and fummit 

2 P 2 Of 
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hand, under your cloak: for 1 fufpect that you have got the oration itfelf. 
And if this be the cafe, think thus with yourfelf refpecting me, that I per
fectly efteem you ; but that, when Lyfias is prefent, it is by no means my in
tention to liften to you. And therefore (how it me. 

PH^DR. YOU ought to defift : for you have deftroyed thofe hopes, Socrates, 
which I entertained refpecting you ; the hopes I mean of contefting with you. 
But where are you willing we (hould fit, while we read ? 

Soc. Let us, turning hither, direct our fteps towards the river Iliffus : and 
afterwards, when you fhall think proper to relf, we will fit down. 

PJHLEDR. And this will be very feafonable, as it appears, for I am at pre
fent without fhoes 1 ; but this is always the cafe with you. It will be eafy, 
therefore, for us to walk by the fide of the brook, moiftening our feet; nor 
will it be unpleafant, efpecially at this feafon of the year, and this time of 
the day. 

Soc. Go on then, and at the fame time look out for a place where we 
may fit down. 

PH^DR. DO you fee that moft lofty plane tree ? 
Soc. Why, what then ? 
PHJEDR. For there, there is a cool fhade, moderate breezes of wind, and 

foft grafs, upon which we may either fit, or, if you are fo difpofed, lie down. 
Soc Let us go then. 
PHJEDR. But inform me, Socrates, whether this is not the place in which 

Boreas is reported to have ravifhed Orithya from Iliffus. 

of the rational foul, viz. to intellect, but rather to the doxaftic and phantaftic part. But the book 
being concealed under the garment of Phsedrus, fignifies that fuch rhetoric is involved in dark
nefs, and is fallen from the light of fcience: for it is converfant with doxaftic aiul material con
cerns, and with human trifles. 

1 The being without fhoes here fignifies promptitude, the unfuperfluous, and an aptitude to the 
anagogic, which indeed were always prefent with Socrates, but with Phxdrus at that time, be
caufe he was about to be perfected by Socrates. The fummer alfo, and mid-day, are adapted to 
re-elevation, conformably to that faying of Heraclitus, that the foul that has a dry fplendour is 
the wifeft. The dipping the feet in the brook fignifies the touching on generation with the laft 
and moft abject powers of the foul; for thefe are indicated by the feet: the rational foul at the 
fame time fupernally contemplating generation. The breezes of wind alfo manifeft the providen
tial infpiration of the Gods : but the fhade fignifies an intelligible, unapparent, and elevating power, 
remote U;om that which is fenfible and which agitates j for this latter is indicated by the light. 

S o c . 
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Soc. It is reported fo indeed. 
PHJEDR. Was it not juft here then ? for the brooks hereabouts appear to 

be grateful to the view, pure and tranfparent, and very well adapted to the 
fports of virgins. 

Soc. It was not, but two or three ftadia lower down, where we meet 
with the temple of Diana l , and in that very place there is a certain altar 
facred to Boreas 2 . 

PHJEDR.. 

1 The Athenians, fays Hermeas, eftabliflied a temple of Rural Diana, becaufe this Goddefs is 
the infpec~tive guardian of every thing rural, and reprefles every thing ruftic and uncultivated; 
But the altars and temples of the Gods, fignify their allotments; as you may alfo call the altar 
and temple of the fun, and of the foul of the fun, this mundane body, or apparent folar orb. So 
that in this place the allotments and illuminations of the Gods themfelves in temples will be the 
intelligible theory, and which investigates univerfal through particulars, and being through that 
which appears to fubfift. But the temple of this theory will be intellect. 

a A twofold folution, fays Hermeas, may be given of this fable; one from hiftory, more 
ethical, bur the other transferring us to wholes. And the former of thefe is as follows : Orithya 
was the daughter of Erectheus, and the priefiefs of Boreas; for each of the winds has a prefiding 
deity, which the teleftic art, or the art pertaining to facred myfteries, religioufly cultivates. To 
this Orithya then, the God was fo very propitious, that he fent the north wind for the fafety of 
the country; and bed les this, he is faid to have aflilted the Athenians in their naval battles. 
Orithya, therefore, becoming cnthufiaftic, being pofTefled by her proper God Boreas, and no 
longer energizing as man (for animals ceafe to energize according to their own idioms when 
poflefled by fuperior caufesj, died under the infpiring influence, and thus was faid to have been 
ravifhed by Boreas. And this is the more ethical explanation of the fable. 

But the fecond which transfers the narration to wholes is as follows, and does not entirely fub-
vert the former: for divine fables often employ tranfac~lions and hiftories in fubferviency to the 
difcipline of wholes. They fay then, that Erectheus is the God that rules over the three elements, 
a'rr, water, and earth. Sometimes, however, he is confidered as alone the ruler of the earth, and 
fometimes as the prefiding deity of Attica alone. Of this deity Orithya is the daughter; and (he 
is the prolific power of the earth, which is, indeed, coextended with the word Erectheus, as the 
unfolding of the name fignifies : for it is the prolific power of the earth fiourifijing and reflored accord-
ing to the feafons. But Boreas is the providence of the Gods fupernally illuminating fecondary 
natures: for they fignify the providence of the Gods in the world by Boreas; becaufe this Divi
nity blows from lofty places. But the anagogic power of the Gods is fignified by the fouth wind, 
becaufe this wind blows from low to lofty places ; and befides this, things fituated towards the 
fouth are more divine. The providence of the Gods, therefore, caufes the prolific power of the 
earth, or of the Attic land, to afcend, and proceed into the apparent. 

Orithya alfo, fays Hermeas, may be faid to be a foul * afpiring after things above, from opouu 

» This is according to the pfychical mode of interpreting fables. - See the General Introduction, vol. of 
this work.. 

and 



204 T H E P H ^ D R U S . 

PH^EDR. I did not perfectly know this. But tell me, by Jupiter, Socrates, 
are you perfuaded that this fabulous narration 1 is true ? 

Soc. If I fhould not believe in it, as is the cafe with the wife, I fhould 
not be abfurd : and afterwards, fpeaking fophiftically, I fhould fay that the 
wind Boreas hurled from the neighbouring rocks Orithya, fporting with 
Pharmacia ; and that fhe dying in confequence of this, was faid to have been 
ravifhed by Boreas, or from the hill of Mars. There is alfo another report 
that fhe was not ravifhed from this place, but from that. But for my own 
part, Phaedrus, I confider interpretations of this kind as pleafant enough, but 
at the fame time, as the province of a man vehemently curious and laborious, 
and not entirely happy ; and this for no other reafon, than becaufe after fuch 
an explanation, it is neceffary for him to correct the fhape of the Centaurs and 
Chimaera. And, befides this, a crowd of Gorgons and Pegafuses will pour 
upon him for an expofition of <his kind, and of certain other prodigious 

and 9tt», according to the Attic cuftom of adding a letter at the end of a word, which letter is 
here an a. Such a foul, therefore, is ravifhed by Eoreas fupernally blowing. But if Orithya 
was hurled from a precipice, this alfo is appropriate: for fuch a foul dies a philofophic, not 
receiving a phyfical death, and abandons a proairetic *, at the fame time that fhe lives a phyfical 
life. And philofophy, according to Socrates in the Phaedo, is nothing elfe than a meditation of 
death. Let then Orithya be the foul of Phaedrus, but Boreas Socrates ravifhing and leading it 
to a proairetic death. 

1 According to fome, Socrates in what he now f a y 9 , does not admit the explanations of fables. 
It is evident, however, that he frequently does admit and employ fables. But he now blames 
thofe explanations which make fables to be nothing more than certain hiftories, and unfold them 
into material caufes, airs, and earth, and winds, which do not revert to true beings, nor harmo
nize with divine concerns. Hence Socrates now fays, If unfolding this fable I (hould recur to 
phyfical caufes, and fhould afiert that the wind Boreas, blowing vehemently, hurled Orithya as 
as fhe was playing from the rock, and thus dying fhe was faid to have been ravifhed by Boreas,-— 
(hould I not fpeak abfurdly ? For this explanation which is adopted by the wife, viz. by thofe 
who are employed in phyfical fpeculations, is meagre and conjectural; fince it does not recur to 
true beings, but to natures, and winds, and airs, and vortices, as he alfo fays in the Phzedo. He 
rejects, therefore, thefe naturalifts, and thofe who thus explain the fable, as falling into the indefi
nite and infinite, and not recurring to foul, intellect, and the Gods. But when Socrates fays that 
he confiders fuch interpretations as the province of a man very curious and laborious, and not entirely 
happy, thefe words indicate the being converfant with things fenfible and material. And the 
Centaurs, Chimeras, Gorgons, and Pegafuses are powers which prefide over a material nature, 
and the region about the earth. But for an account of divine fables, and fpecimens of the mode 
in which they ought to be explained, fee the Introduction to the fecond book of the Republic. 

* That is a life pertaining to her own will; for the foul in this cafe gives herfelf up to the will of divinity. 
natures, 



T H E P H i E D R U S . 295 

natures, immenfe both in multitude and novelty. All which, if anv one, 
not believing in their literal meaning, mould draw to a probable fenfe, 
employing for this purpofe a certain ruftic wifdom, he will ftand in need 
of moft abundant leifure. With refpect to myfelf indeed, I have not leifure 
for fuch an undertaking; and this becaufe I am not yet able, according 
to the Delphic precept, to know 1 myfelf. But it appears to me to be 
ridiculous, while I am yet ignorant of this, to fpeculate things foreign from 
the knowledge of myfelf. Hence, bidding farewell to thefe, and being 
perfuaded in the opinion which I have juft now mentioned refpecting them, 
I do not contemplate thefe, but myfelf, confidering whether I am not a 
wild bead*, poflelfing more folds than Typhon, and far more raging and 
fierce; or whether l a m a more mild and fimple animal, naturally par
ticipating of a certain divine and modeft condition. But are we not, my 
friend, in the midit of our difcourfe arrived at our deftined feat ? and is 
not yonder the oak to which you was to lead us ? 

PHJEDR. That indeed is it. 
Soc. By Juno 5 , a beautiful retreat. For the plane-tree very widely fpreads 

its fhady branches, and is remarkably tall; and the height and opacity 
of 

x If any man ever knew himfelf, this was certainly the cafe with Socrates. In what he now 
fays, therefore, his meaning may be, either that he does not yet know himfelf as pure foul itfelf» 
but that as being in body he knows himfelf; or that he does not yet know himfelf, as he is 
known by divinity. 

» For it is evident that he who knows himfelf knows all things: for, in confequence of the 
foul being irawop<pov aycttyx an omniform image, he beholds all things in himfelf. By Typhon 
here we mult underftand that power which prefides over the confufed and difordered in the uni
verfe, or in other words the laft proceffion of things. The term manifold, therefore, in this place 
muft not' be applied to the God Typhon, but to that over which he prefides, as being in its own 
nature moved in a confufed, difordered, and manifold manner. For it is ufual with fables to 
refer the properties of the objects of providential care to the providing powers themfelves. 

3 Socrates mentions Juno, fays Hermeas, as generating and adorning the beauty of the mun
dane fabrication; and hence me is faid to have received the Ceftus from Venus. Employing, 
therefore, true praife, he firft celebrates the place from the three elements air, water, and'earth ; 
and afterwards he triply divides the vegetable productions of the earth into firft, middle, and laft. 
For this is evident from what he fays of the plane tree, the willow, and the grafs. He 
fhows, too, that all the fenfes were delighted except the tafte. But Achelous is the deity who 
prefides oyer the much-honoured power of water: for, by this mighty river, the God who is the 

infpeclive 
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•of the willow, are perfectly beautiful, being now in the vigour of its vege
tation, and, on this account, filling all the place with the moft agreeable 
odour. Add too, that a moft pleafant fountain of extreme cool water flows 
under the plane-tree, as may be inferred from its effect on our feet, and 
which appears to be facred to certain nymphs, and to Achelous, from the 
virgins and ffatues with which it is adorned. Then again, if you are fo 
difpofed, take notice how lovely and very agreeable the air of the place is, 
and what a fummer-like and fonorous ringing refounds from the choir of 
grafshoppers. But the moft elegant profpect of all is that of the grafs, which 
in a manner fo extremely beautiful, naturally adapts itfelf to receive on the 
•gradual fteep the reclining head. So that, my dear Phaedrus, you have led 
me hither as a gueft in the moft excellent manner. 

p H i E D R . But you, O wonderful man, appear to act moft abfurdly; for 
by your difcourfe one might judge you to be fome ftranger and not a native 
of the place. And, indeed, one might conclude that you had never paffed 
beyond the bounds of the city, nor ever deferted its walls. 

Soc. Pardon me, moft excellent Phaedrus, for I am a lover of learning: 
and, hence I confider that fields 1 and trees are not willing to teach me any 
thing ; but that this can be effected by men refiding in the city. You indeed 
appear to me to have difcovered an enchantment capable of caufing my 
departure from hence. For as they lead famifhed animals whither they 
pleafe, by extending to them leaves or certain fruits; fo you, by extending 
to me the difcourfes contained in books, may lead me about through all 
Attica, and indeed wherever you pleafe. But now, for the prefent, fince 

we 
infpective guardian of potable water is manifeftcd. Nymphs are god defies who prefide over 
regeneration, and arc miniflrant to Bacchus the offspring of Semcle. Hence they dwell near 
water, that is, they afcend into generation. But this Bacchus fupplies the regeneration of the 
whole fenfible world. AXE\UO$ fo z<rn o e$opo{ S E O ; rr,i TTOAVTIIAOU ^VVAIXTUG vSa-TO? 3ia YXP T O V (xeyto-Tou 

TOVTOV OTOTCTFLCV T O V EtyOpOV §S0V ^AOVAI T C V 7T0TI/XCV i$XT0$' VUfX^OH fo ELO~lV L$0p0t $ E C Z L TY; TTXHIYYEVEO'IAF 

'vxovpyoi T O V EM. XS/J,E7^S Atovoaov. Aio K A I mapx TA idan EICTI, TQVTEVTI ry Y E V T V S I E7RI€sGwao'IV' ovrog 
fo h Aiovutro; RNG TTXTWYYEVIAIAT, 'vnapyzi TTAVROGRCV ato-Gmov. 

1 This manifeits, as it is beautifully obferved by Hermeas, that Socrates always adhered to his 
proper principles and caufes, and his own intelligible and proper divinities. For the true country 
of .fouls is the intelligible world. His difcipline, therefore, was not derived from things fenfible 
and refiiting, but from rational and intellectual fouls, and from intellect itfelf. The country is 

indeed 
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we are arrived hither, I for my part am difpofed to lie down ; but do you, 
affuming whatever pofition you think moft convenient, begin to read. 

PHJEDR. Hear then.—" You are well acquainted with the ftate of my 
affairs, and you have heard, I think, that it is moft conducive to my advan
tage for them to fubfift in this manner. But if appears to me that I am not 
unworthy to be deprived of what I wifh to obtain, becaufe I am not one of 
your lovers: for lovers, when their defires ceafe, repent themfelves of the 
benefits which they have beftowed ; but there is no time in which it is pro
per for thofe void of love to repent their beneficence; fince they do not 
confult from neceffity, but voluntarily, and in the beft manner about their 
own affairs, and do good as far as their circumftances will admit. Befides, 
lovers fometimes reflect, how negligently they have attended, through love, to 
their own concerns, what benefits they have beftowed, to their own lofs, and 
what labours they have undergone ; and therefore think they have conferred 
favours worthy the objects of their love. But thofe void of love, neither 
blame themfelves for neglecting their affairs, nor complain of paft labours, 
or difagreement with their familiars, as produced by fome beloved object. 
So that fuch mighty evils being removed, nothing elfe remains for them 
than to perform with willingnefs and alacrity whatever they think will be 
acceptable to the objects of their beneficent exertions. Befides, if it is faid that 
lovers make much of the party beloved, becaufe they love in the moft emi
nent degree, and are always prepared, both in words and actions, to comply 
with the defires of their beloved, though they fhould offend others by fo 
doing; it is eafy to know that this is not the truth, becaufe lovers far more 
efteem the pofterior than the prior objects of their love ; and if the more re-

indeed fo far pleafant only to an intellectual man, as it is favourable to folitude, and this becaufe 
folitude is favourable to contemplation ; but to be delighted with trees, and meadows, and ftreams, 
merely for their own fakes, is the province of fuch as are capable of no other energies than thofe 
of fenfe and imagination. Socrates, in following Phaedrus, likewife manifefts his providential 
energy about youth, and his wifh to fave them. But his hearing in a reclined pofition, fignifies 
his energizing about things of a more abject nature, fuch as were the opinions of Lyfias about 
beauty. For it is neceflary, as Hermeas well obferves, to accommodate the figures alfo to the 
hypothefes. Hence, in his recantation, Socrates very properly uncovers his head, becaufe he 
there difcourfes on divine love. As, therefore, now intending to energize about more abject 
beauty, he hears reclining ; aflimilating the apparent figure to the difcourfe. Thus alfo in the 
Phsedo, he fat in an upright pofture on the bed when he was about to fpeak concerning the phi
lofopher. 

VOL. in. 2 Q cently 
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cently beloved party thinks fit, they are even willing to treat injurioufly the 
former fubjects of their regard. But to what elfe is it proper to afcribe fuch 
a conduct, except that calamity, love ; a conduct which he who had never 
experienced this paffion would never fuppofe pofilble to exift. And befides 
this, lovers themfelves confefs that they are rather difeafed than prudent, 
and that they know their ill condition with refpect to prudence, but are un
able to fubdue it. But how can fuch as are properly prudent approve the 
defires of fuch as are thus difeafed ? Befides, if you fhould wifh to choofe 
among lovers the beft affociate, your choice muft be confined to a few ; but 
if you defire to find among others one moft accommodated to yourfelf, you 
may choofe out of many, And there are much more hopes of finding one 
worthy of your friendfhip among a many than a few. If, therefore, you re
verence the eftabliftied law, and are afraid left the infamy of offenders fhould 
be your portion, it is proper tokremember that lovers, who confider them
felves as loved with a mutual regard, are accuftomed to boaft that they 
have not beftowed their labour in vain ; but that fuch as are. not infected 
with love, being better than thefe, content themfelves with enjoying that 
which is beft rather than the opinion of men. But ftill further, when the 
multitude perceive lovers following the objects of their affection, and bellow
ing all poffible afliduity in this employment, they are neceffarily perfuaded 
that when they perceive them difcourfing with each other, the defire of 
coition has either then taken place, or is about to do fo : but they do not 
attempt to reproach the familiarity of fuch as are without love, as they know 
it is neceffary that they muft either difcourfe through friendfhip, or fome 
other pleafure unconnected with coition. And, indeed, if in confequence of 
this doctrine you are afraid that it will be difficult for friendfhip to remain, 
and that difagreements, by fome means or other arifing, will become a com
mon deftruction to both ; at the fame time premifing that you fhall thus 
fuffer a great injury in moft of your tranfactions ; if this is the cafe, you 
ought with much greater reafon to be afraid of lovers. For there are many 
things afflictive to thefe, and they confider every thing as happening to tocir 
difadvantage. Hence, they prohibit the objects of their regard from affoci-
ating with other lovers, dreading left the wealthy fhould furpafs them in 
wealth, and the learned in knowledge ; and, as far as they are able, prcfervc 
them from the company of thofe who poffefs any thing good. And thus, by 

pe.rfuading 
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perfuading them to abftain from fuch as thefe, they caufe them to abandon 
their friends. If, therefore, you confider your own advantage, you will be 
wifer than thefe, and will entirely difagree with them in opinion. But fuch 
as are not your lovers, but who act in a becoming manner through virtue, 
will not envy your affociation with others, but will rather hate thofe who 
are unwilling to be your familiars; thinking that you are defpifed by fuch 
as thefe, but that you are benefited by your affociatcs. So that there is much 
more reafon to hope that friendfhip will be produced by this means, than that 
enmity will arife from fuch a connection. Add to this, that the moil: part 
of lovers defire the poffeflion of the body before they know the manners, or 
have made trial of any thing elfe belonging to the beloved object: fo that it 
is uncertain whether they will ftill wifh to be friends to them, when the 
defire produced by love is no more. But it is probable that fuch as are with
out love, fince from the commencement of their friendfhip they acted with
out regarding venereal delight,—it is probable that they will act with lefs 
ardour, but that they will leave their actions as monuments of their conduct 
in futurity. Befides, it will be more advantageous to you to be perfuaded 
by me than by a lover. For lovers will praife both your fayings and actions 
beyond all meafure; fome through fear, left they mould offend you ; but 
others, in confequence of being depraved in their judgment, through defire. 
For love will point you out to be fuch. It likewife compels the unfortunate 
to confider as calamitous things which caufe no moleftation to others, and 
obliges the fortunate to celebrate as pleafant, things which are not deferving 
of delight: fo that it is much more proper to commiferate than emulate 
lovers. But if you will be perfuaded by me, in the firft place I will affociate 
with you, without caring for prefent pleafure, but for the fake of future ad
vantage"; not vanquifhed by love, but fubduing myfelf; nor for mere trifles 
exciting fevere enmity, but indulging a very little anger, and this but flowly 
even for great offences : pardoning, indeed, involuntary faults, and endea
vouring to turn you from the commiflion of fuch as are voluntary. For thefe 
are the marks of a friendfhip likely to endure for a very extended period of 
time. However, if it fhould appear to you that friendfhip cannot be firm 
unlefs it is united with the lover, you fhould confider that, according to this, 
we ought not to be very fond of our children or parents, nor reckon thofe 
friends faithful, who became fuch, not from defire, but from ftudies of a 

2 Q 2 different 
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different kind. But further ftill, if it is requifite to gratify in the moil: emi
nent degree thofe who are in want, it is proper to benefit, not the beft of 
men, but the moft needy : for, being liberated from the greateft evils, they 
will render them the moft abundant thanks. And befides this, in the exer
tions of your own private benevolence, it is not proper to call your friends, but 
mendicants and thofe who ftand in need of alimentary fuppliet. For thefe 
will delight in you, and follow you ; will ftand before your doors, and teftify 
the moft abundant fatisfaction ; render you the greateft thanks, and pray for 
your profperity. But, perhaps, it is proper not to be pleafed with thofe who 
are vehemently needy, but rather with thofe who are able to repay you with 
thanks, nor with lovers only but with thofe deferving your attention. Nor 
again, with thofe who enjoy the beauty of your youth, but with fuch as may 
participate your kindnefs when you are old. Nor with thofe who, when 
their defire is accomplifhed, are ambitious of obtaining others, but with 
thofe who through modefty are filent towards all men. Nor with thofe who 
officioufly attend upon you for a fhort time, but with thofe who are fimilarly 
your friends through the whole of life. Nor, laftly, with thofe who, when 
defire is extinguifhed, feek after occafions of enmity ; but with thofe who, 
when the flower of your beauty is decayed, will then exhibit their virtue and 
regard. Do you, therefore, remember what I have faid, and confider that 
friends admoniffi lovers, that they are engaged in a bafe purfuit; but that 
thofe void of love are never blamed by any of their familiars, as improperly 
confulting about themfelves, through a privation of love. Perhaps you will 
afk me whether I perfuade you to gratify all who are not lovers. But I 
think that even a lover would not exhort you to be equally affected towards 
all your lovers : for neither would this deferve equal thanks from the re
ceiver ; nor would you, who are defirous to conceal yourfelf from others, be 
able to accomplifh this with equal facility towards all. It is, however, ne
ceffary that you fhould receive no injury from your lover; but that fome 
advantage fhould accrue to both. To me it appears, therefore, that I have 
faid fufficient; but if you think any thing fhould be added, inform me what 
it is." 

How does this difcourfe appear to you, Socrates ? Is not the oration com
pofed in a tranfeendent manner, both as to the fentiments and the ftru&ure 
of the words ? 

Soc. 



T H E P H 1 D R U S , 301 

Soc. Divinely indeed, my friend, fo as that I am aftonifhed. And in the 
fame tranfcendent manner am I affected towards you, Phaedrus, while I 
behold you, becaufe you appeared to me in the courie of reading the oration 
to be tranfported with delight. As I confidered, therefore, that you was 
more fkilful in fuch affairs than myfelf, I followed you ; and, in following, 
was agitated together with you, O divine head ! with bacchic fury. 

PHJEDR. Are you difpofed to jeft in this manner ? 
Soc Do 1 appear then to you to jeft, and not to fpeak ferioufly ? 
PHJEDR. YOU by no means appear to be ferious, Socrates. But, by Ju

piter, who prefides over friendfhip, tell me whether you think that any one 
of the Greeks could fay any thing greater and more copioufly on this 
fubject ? 

Soc. But what, do you think that a difcourfe ought to be praifed by you 
and me, becaufe its compofer has faid what is fufficient ? and not for this 
alone, that he has artificially fafhioned every word clear, and round, and 
accurate ? For, if it is neceffary, this muft be granted for your fake : for it 
is concealed from me, through my nothingnefs. Hence, I only attended to 
the eloquence of the compofer; for, as to the other particular, I do not 
believe that even Lyfias will think himfelf fufficient. And indeed to me, 
Phaedrus, it appears (unlefs you fay otherwife) that he has twice and thrice 
repeated the lame things, as if he did not poffefs a great copioufnefs of difl 
courfe upon the fame fubject: or, perhaps, he took no great care about a thing 
of this kind. And befides this, he feems to me to act in a juvenile manner, by 
fhowing that he can exprefs the fame thing in different ways, and yet at the 
fame time, according to each mode, in the belt manner poffible. 

PH^DR. You fpeak nothing to the purpofe, Socrates : for this oration 
poffeffes a copioufnefs of fentiment in the moft eminent degree. For he has 
omitted nothing belonging to his fubject, which he could with propriety in
troduce : fo that, befides what has been faid by him, no one could ever be 
able to difcourfe, either more abundantly or more to the purpofe, on the 
fame fubject, than he has done. 

Soc I cannot grant you this : for the wife of old, both men and women, 
who have difcourfed and written on this fubject, would confute me, if I fhould 
admit this for the fake of gratifying you, 

6 PH^DR. 
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PHJEDR. Who are thofe antients ? and where have you heard better things 
than thefe? 

Soc. I do not fufficiently remember at prefent; but it is manifeft that I 
have fomewhere heard of fome of thefe, fuch as the beautiful Sappho, or 
the wife Anacreon, or certain other writers. But from whence do I derive 
this conjecture ? Becaufe, O divine man ! finding my breaft full of con
ceptions, I perceive that I have fomething to fay in addition to what has 
been already delivered, and this not of an inferior nature. I well know, 
indeed, that I underftand nothing about fuch things from myfelf, as I am 
confcious of my own ignorance. It remains therefore, I think, that I myfelf, 
like a veffel, fhould be filled with knowledge, through hearing, from the 
fountains of others ; but that, through my dulnefs of apprehenfion, 1 fhould 
again forget how, and from whom, I received the information. 

PHJEDR. YOU fpeak, moft generous man, in the moft excellent manner. 
For you cannot inform me, though I fhould command you to do fo, how, 
and from whom, you derived your knowledge ; but this which you fpeak of 
you are able to accomplifh, fince you poffefs more abundant and more ex
cellent conceptions than thofe contained in the oration of Lyfias. And if 
you are but able to accomplifh this, I promife you, after the manner of the 
nine Archons, to place a golden ftatue of an equal meafure at Delphi, not 
of myfelf only, but likewife of you. 

Soc. You are of a moft friendly difpofition, Phaedrus, and truly golden, 
if you fuppofe me to have afferted that Lyfias was perfectly faulty, and that 
fomething better might have been faid than the whole of this: for I do not 
think that this can ever happen, even to the worft of writers. But to the 
point in hand, about this oration : Do you think that any one who afferts 
that it is more proper to gratify one who does not love than a lover can 
have any thing to fay befides his aflertion, if he omits to prove that he who 
is void of love is prudent, but the lover is not fo ; and praifes the one, but 
blames the other i But I think that omiffions of this kind are to be fuffcrcd, 
and even pardoned, in a writer; and that it is not the invention of thefe dif
courfes, but the elegance of the compofition, which ought to be praifed. But 
in things which are notneceffary, and which are difficult to difcover, I think 
that not only the compofition, but likewife the invention, fhould be praifed. 

PHJEDR. 
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PHJEDR. I affent to what you fay : for you appear to me to fpeak modeftly. 
1 will therefore allow you to fuppofe that a lover is more difeafed than one 
who is void of love; but, if in what remains you fpeak more copioufly and 
more to the purpofe than Lyfias, you fhall ftand in Olympia, artificially-
fabricated, near the Cypfelidae *. 

Soc. You are ferious, Phaedrus, becaufe I have found fault with a man 
who is exceedingly beloved by you ; and you think that I have in reality 
attempted to fpeak fomething more copious than what his wifdom has pro
duced. 

PHJEDR. In this affair, my friend, you have afforded me a fimilar handle 
to that which I fome time fince afforded you, and it is neceffary for you to 
fpeak upon this fubject in the beft manner you are able. And that we may 
not be compelled to adopt that troublefome method of comedians, by anfwer-
ing one another, take care of yourfelf; and do not oblige me to retort upon 
you " If I, O Socrates ! am ignorant of Socrates, I am alfo forgetful of 
myfelf." And, " that he defires to fpeak, indeed, but feigns to be unwil
ling." In fhort, affure yourfelf that we fhall not depart from hence before 
you have difclofed to me that which you keep concealed in your breaft. For 
there is none but us two ; we are in a folitary place ; and I am both 
ftronger and younger than you. From all this, then, underftand what I fay; 
and by no means difpofe yourfelf to be forced to fpeak, rather than to dif
courfe of your own accord. 

Soc. But, O bleffed Phaedrus ! it would certainly be ridiculous in me, 
who am but an idiot, to contend with that excellent writer, and this too 
extemporary. 

PH^DR. DO you know how the cafe ftands ? Ceafe your boafting before 
me : for I have nearly got a fecret in my poffeffion, which, when told, will 
force you to fpeak. 

Soc. Do not tell it, therefore, I befeech you. 
PHJEDR. Not tell it ? But indeed I fhall. For my fecret is an oath. 

And therefore I fwear to you, by fome one of the Gods, or, if you will, be 

1 The Cypfelidae were three princes who defcended from Cypfelus, a king of Corinth. This 
Cypfelus reigned 73 years, and was fuccceded by his fon Periander, who left his kingdom, after 
2 reign of 40 years, to Cypfelus II. 

9 this 
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this plane-tree, that uiilefs you deliver to me a difcourfe the very contrary 
to that of Lyfias, I will never at any time either fhow or read to you another 
oration. 

Soc. O you wicked man ! how well have you found out a method of com
pelling a lover of literature to act. as you pleafe ! 

PHJEDR. Why then, fince it is fo, do you hefitate about complying ? 
Soc. I fhall not indeed any longer, fince you have fworn in this manner. 

For how is it poflible for any one to abftain from fuch feafts as you are ca
pable of fupplying ? 

PHJEDR, Begin then. 
Soc. Do you know what I mean to do ? 
PHJEDR. About what ? 
Soc. Why, I mean to fpeak covered with my garment ', that 1 may ra

pidly run through my difcourfe, 'and that, by not looking at you, I may not 
be hindered through fhame. 

PHJEDR, DO but fpeak; and as to the reft, you may aft as you pleafe. 
Soc. Infpire me then, O ye Mufes * ? whether you are fo called from the 

melody of finging, or from the mufical tribe of fhrill founds; and fo aflift 
me in the difcourfe which this beft of men compels me to deliver, that his 
affociate, who formerly appeared to him to be wife, may now appear to 
him to be ftill more fo. 

There was a certain youth, or rather a delicate young man, extremely 
beautiful, and who poffeffed a multitude of lovers. Among thefe there 
was one of a fraudulent difpofition ; who, though he did not love lefs than 
the reft, yet perfuaded the youth that he was not one of his lovers. And 
afking him on a certain time to fatisfy his defire, he endeavoured to convince 
him that one who was not a lover ought to be gratified before one who 
was. But he fpoke to this effect.: In every thing, young man, one prin-

x The modefty of Socrates in this place muft fufficiently convince the moft carelefs reader of 
Plato, that this divine philofopher was very far from being a friend to that unnatural connection 
of the male fpecies, which is fo frequently alluded to in this dialogue, and which was fo common 
among the Greeks. He indeed who has in the leaft experienced that extreme purity of fentiment 
and conduct which is produced by a cultivation of the Platonic philofophy, will require no further 
conviction of the chaftity of Socratic love; but as this can never be the cafe with the vulgar, 
they can alone be convinced by external and popular proofs. 

• * For an account of the Mufes, fee the notes on the Cratylus. 
ciple, 
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ciple, to thofe who are about to confult in a becoming manner, is, to know 
that about which they confult, or elfe it is neceffary that they mould per
fectly wander from the truth. But the multitude are ignorant that they do 
not know the elTence of every particular. Hence in the beginning of their 
difquifitions, they do not trouble themfelves to declare what the eflence of 
a thing is, as if they were very knowing in matters of this kind ; but in 
the courfe of their inquiry they exhibit nothing more than probable reafons ; 
and thus they are neither confident with themfelves, nor with others. 
With refpecl to you and me, therefore, left we fhould fuffer that which we 
condemn in others, in our inquiry, whether the engagement of friendfhip 
ought to be entered upon with one who does not love, rather than 
with one who does, we ought to know what love is, and what power it 
poffeffes, mutually agreeing in our definition refpecting it; and looking 
towards, and referring our difcourfe to this, we fhould confider whether 
it is the caufe of advantage or detriment. That love, therefore, is a 
certain defire, is manifeft to every one; and we are not ignorant that thofe 
who are void of love, are defirous of beautiful things. That we may be able, 
therefore, to diftinguifh a lover from one who is not fo, it is requifite to 
know that there are two certain ideas in each of us, endued with a rulinp-
and leading power, and which we follow wherever they conduct us. One 
of thefe is the innate defire of pleafures; but the other an acquired opinion, 
defirous of that which is beft. But thefe fometimes fubfift in us in a ftate 
of amity, and fometimes in a ftate of oppofition and difcord. And fome
times the one conquers, and fometimes the other. When opinion, there
fore, is led by reafon to that which is beft, and vanquifhes, it is denomi
nated, from its vanquifhing, temperance. But when defire irrationally 
allures to pleafure, and rules within us, it is called from its dominion, injury. 
But injury poffeffes a multitude of appellations : for it is multiform, and 
confifts of many fpecies. And of thefe ideas that which fubfifts in the moft 
remarkable degree, caufes that in which it refides to receive its appellation, 
and does not fuffer it to be denominated any thing graceful or worthy. 
For when, with refpect to food, defire of eating vanquifhes the reafon of 
that which is beft, and rules over the other defires, then this defire is called 
gluttony; which likewife fubjects its poffeffor to the fame appellation. 
But that which tyrannizes about intoxication, and which through this leads 
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its poffeflbr wherever it pleafes, evidently confers on him its own appella
tion. And it is fufficiently manifeff. how the filters of thefe, and the names 
of the fiiter-defires when they rule with abfolute fway, ought to be called. 
But that for the fake of which all this has been faid is now nearly evident: 
though it will certainly be in every refpect more clear if enunciated, than 
if not. For the defire which without reafon rules over opinion tending to 
that which is right, which draws it down towards the pleafure of beauty, 
and being vehemently invigorated by its kindred defires about the beauty of 
body, leads and fubdues it: this defire, receiving an appellation from its 
ftrength, is called love. But, my dear Phaedrus, do I appear to you, as I 
do to myfelf, to fuffer a certain divine paffion ? 

PHJEDR. Indeed, Socrates, you poffefs a certain fluency of expreffion, 
beyond what is ufual to you. 

Soc. Hear me then in filence. For in reality the place appears to be 
divine. If, therefore, during my difcourfe, I fhould be often hurried away 
by the infpiring influence of the Nymphs, you mult not be furprifed. For 
the words which burfl from me at prefent are not very remote from dith^ 
rambic verfe. 

PHJEDR. YOU fpeak molt truly. 
Soc. But of this you are the caufe. However, hear the reft; for per

haps that which now poffeffes me may depart. But this will be taken care 
of by divinity. Let us, therefore, again direct our difcourfe to the young 
man. What that is then, which was the object of confultation, has been, 
declared and defined. But looking towards this, let us confider with refpect 
to what remains, what afliitance or detriment will very properly happen to 
him who is gratified by a lover, and to him who is gratified by one who is 
not fo. 

It is neceflary then that a man who is enflaved by defire, or who is in 
fubjection to pleafure, fhould render the object of his love as agreeable to 
himfelf as poflible. But to one difeafed every thing is pleafant which does 
not oppofe his difeafe; but that which is better and equal is troublefome. 
Hence the lover is never willing that the object of his love fhould poflefs 
any thing more excellent than himfelf, or any thing approaching to an 
equality with himfelf; but that, as much as poflible, he fhould be inferior 
to, and more indigent than himfelf. Thus, he is defirous that through 

6 ignorance 
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ignorance he may become inferior to the wife, through timidity inferior to the 
bold, through inability to fpeak, to rhetoricians, and through dullnefs, to the 
acute. And when thefe, and far more numerous ills than theie, according to 
the conceptions of the lover, are naturally inherent, or are produced in the 
beloved object, the lover rejoices, and even endeavours to introduce others, 
that he may not be deprived of his defired pleafure. Hence it is neceffary 
that the lover fhould be envious of his beloved, and fhould endeavour by 
all poffible means to exclude him from an affociation with others, through 
whom he may become a moft excellent man; and thus in reality he is the 
caufe of a mighty injury to his beloved. But the greateft injury, which he 
is the caufe of, is that of depriving his beloved of the means of becoming 
eminently prudent. But he becomes moft prudent through divine philo
fophy, from which the lover is neceffarily compelled to withdraw his be
loved, through the fear of being defpifed. And befides this, he is obliged 
to a variety of other artifices, that his beloved, by becoming ignorant of 
every thing, may place all his admiration upon him ; and may thus become 
moft acceptable to his lover, but moft pernicious to himfelf. And thus 
with refpect to things relating to the rational part, an affociation with a 
lover is by no means advantageous, but prejudicial to the party beloved. 

But after this it is neceffary to confider how he, who is compelled to 
prefer the pleafant to the good, would take care of the body of his beloved, 
if it was committed to his charge. Indeed he would endeavour that it 
fhould not become firm and vigorous, but effeminate and foft; and that it 
fhould not be nourished in the pure light of the fun, but under the mingled 
fhade; and that he fhould be educated without having any experience of 
manly labours and dry fweats ; but on the contrary fhould be continually 
accuftomed to a delicate and effeminate mode of living, and be adorned 
with foreign colours and ornaments, through the want of his own proper 
decorations: and that he fhould be ftudious of every thing elfe, which is 
confequent to cares of this kind. All which, as they are unworthy of a 
longer narration, having fummarily defined, we fhall proceed to what 
remains of our difcourfe. Enemies, therefore, in battle, and other mighty 
neceffities, will confidently affault fuch a body, but friends and lovers will 
be in fear for its fafety. But this, as fufficiently evident, we fhall difmifs. 
Let us then, in the next place, declare what advantage or detriment, with 
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refpecl to pofTeflions, arifes to us from the familiarity and guardianfhip of a 
lover. But this indeed is manifeft to every one, but efpeciallv to a lover, 
that he defires above all things that his beloved may be deprived of the 
moft friendly, moft dear, and divine poffeffions : for he wifhes to receive 
him deftitute of parents, kindred and friends, thinking that thefe will im
pede and reprehend his moft pleafant affociation with his beloved. Befides, 
he confiders that the object of his love, if rich in gold, or any other poffeffion, 
cannot be eafily taken, and, if taken, will not be tractable to his defires. 
From all which it is neceffary that a lover fhould envy his beloved the 
poffeffion of abundance, and fhould rejoice in his adverfity. Further yet, he 
will wifh the youth to live for a long time without a wife, without chil
dren, and without a proper home, defiring for a very extended period to enjoy 
thofe pleafures which he is capable of affording. There are, indeed, other 
evils befides thefe, but a certain daemon 1 immediately mingles pleafure with 

1 We have already in the notes on the firft Alcibiades, given an ample account of daemons from 
Proclus. I fhall, therefore, only obferve at prefent, that, according to the Platonic theology, 
there are three fpecies of daemons j the firft of which is rational only, and the laft irrational 

only ; but the middle fpecies is partly rational and partly irrational. And again, of thefe the 
iirft is perfectly beneficent, but many among the other two fpecies are malevolent and noxious 
to mankind; not indeed efientially malevolent (for there is nothing in the univerfe, the ample 
abode of all-bountiful Jove, efTentially evil), but only fo from the office which they are deftined 
to perform : for nothing which operates naturally, operates as to itfelf evilly. Hut the Platonic 
Hermeas, in his MS. Commentary on this dialogue, admirably obferves on this paffiige as follows: 
4 ( The diftribution of good and evil originates from the dsemoniacal genus: for every genus, 
tranfeending that of daemons, uniformly poflefles good. There are, therefore, certain genera of 
dxmons, fome of which adorn and adminifter certain parts of the world j but others certain fpecies 
of animals. The daemon, therefore, who is the infpective guardian of life, haftens fouls into 
that condition, which he himfelf is allotted *, as for inftance, into injuftice or intemperance, and 
continually mingles pleafure in them as a fnare. But there arc other dxmons tranfeending thefe, 
who are the puniihers of fouls, converting them to a more perfect and elevated life. And the 
ifirft of thefe it is neceflary to avoid j but the fecond fort we fhould render propitious. But there 
are other daemons more excellent than thefe, who diftribute good, in an uniform manner."—Ano 
rou daipoviou -yevwj irpurwc. apxiToti h TUV ayaflav xai xcutuv titaipeo-is' wav yap ro uwepSaiiAoviov ytvo$t 

fjiovotitius tyti TO ayaftov. Ecmv ouv riva yivn Soti/xovuv, ia /JLEV fitpi$a$ rivag T O O noafxou Kxraxoo-fxcuvra xat 

-nsvrpoTnvavKot: ta fo vfo riva £uuv xarextiv ouv c7rou$a{ttv rat
 f'f T 0 V ZXVTOU x^vpov, oi'.v n$ adixictv 
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moft of them : as in that dreadful beaft, and mighty detriment, a flatterer, 
nature at the fame time mingles a pleafure by no means inelegant and rude. 
And, indeed, fome one may revile a harlot, and other cattle, and ftudies of 
JthJs kind, which we are daily accuftomed to delight in, as noxious ; but he 
who is a lover of young men, befides his being detrimental, is in his familiar 
converfe the moft unpleafant of all men. For equal, according to the pro
verb, rejoices in equal. For, as it appears to me, fince equality of time 
leads to equal pleafures, it produces alfo friendfhip, through fimilitude. 
But at the lame time, the affociation of thefe is connected with fatiety; 
and necefftty is faid to be grievous to every one in every concern. But 
this is moft eminently the cafe in the diffimilitude of a lover towards his 
beloved. For an old man adhering to a young one, does not willingly leave 
him, either by night or by day, but is agitated by neceffity and fury, which 
always affording him pleafure, lead him about, through feeing, hearing, 
touching, and in any manner apprehending his beloved ; fo that he aflidu-
oufly follows him with unceafing delight. But what folace or pleafures can 
he afford his beloved, fo as to prevent him, during the period of mutual con
verfe, from fuffering the moft extreme moleftation ? And this when he 
•beholds his countenance aged and deformed, together with other particulars 
ĉonfequent to this, which are not only unpleafant to be engaged with, but 

even to hear; necefTity always propofing to him fuch a furvey. For in 
order to oblige him to this, he is always watched by fufpicious guards in all 
bisections; and is under a neceffity of hearing the unfeafonable and immo
derate praifes and reproaches of his lover; which when he is fober, are in
deed intolerable, but when he is intoxicated, are not only intolerable, but bafe, 
through his employing confidence, fatiety, and repetition in his difcourfe. 
Befides, while he loves, he is pernicious and importunate. But when he 
ceafes to love, he is afterwards unfaithful to the former object of'his love, 
whom he had perfuaded to comply with his requeft, by employing many 
oaths, prayers, and promifes ; and whom, after all, he had fcarcely been able 
to induce, by the hope of advantage, to bear with his troublefome familiarity. 
And., laftly, when he ought to repay him for his kindnefs, then receiving 
another ruler and patron in himfelf, viz. intellect and temperance, inftead 
of love and fury, and thus becoming entirely changed, he deceives his once 
beloved object. And then the beloved calling to mind the former actions 
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and difcourfes of his lover, defires to be thanked for his kindnefs, as if he 
was difcourfmg with the fame perfon as before. But the other, through 
fhame, dares not fay that he is changed, nor does he know how to free him
felf from the oaths and promifes which his former ftupid dominion over him 
produced, now he has acquired the poffeffion of intellect and temperance; 
fearing left, if he fhould act as formerly, he mould again become fuch as he 
was before. Hence it neceffarily comes to pafs that he flies from the 
former object of his love, the fhell being turned; but the other is compelled 
to purfue him, grievoufly enduring his change, and loading him with impre
cations, as being ignorant from the beginning that a lover, and one who is 
neceffarily infanc, ought not to be gratified, but much rather one who does 
not love, and who is endued with intellect. For otherwife it would be ne
ceffary that he fhould give himfelf up to a man unfaithful, morofe, envious, 
and unpleafant; detrimental with refpect to the poffeflion of things, and the 
habit of the body, but much more pernicious with refpect to the difcipline 
of the foul, than which nothing really is, or ever will be more venerable, 
both among Gods and men. It is necefTary, therefore, my young friend, to 
confider all this, and to know that the friendfhip of a lover does not fubfift 
with benevolence, but, like one who is hungry, is exerted only for the fake 
of being full. For, 

The eager lover to the boy afpires, 
Juft as the wolf the tender lamb defires. 

This is that which I predicted to you, O Phaedrus, nor will you hear, me 
fpeak any further; for my difcourfe to you has now arrived at its con
clufion. 

PHJEDR. But to me it appears that you have accomplifhed no more than 
the half, and that you fhould fpeak equally as much concerning one who is 
not a lover; that he of the two ought rather to be gratified; and that, for 
this purpofe, the advantages which he poffefTes fhould be enumerated. Why, 
therefore, Socrates, do you now defift from fpeaking ? 

Soc. Have you not taken notice, bleffed man, that I now fpeak in verfe, 
but that it is no longer dithyrambic; and that I have done this, though my 
difcourfe has been full of reproach ? But what do you think I fhould be able 
to accoroplifh, if I fhould begin to praife the other ? Do you not perceive 

that) 
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that, being then urged by you, and aflifted by Providence, I (hould be moft 
evidently agitated by the fury of the Nymphs? I fay then, in one word, 
that as many goods are inherent in the one as we have numbered evils in 
the other. But what occafion is there of a long difcourfe ? for enough has 
been faid concerning both. And every thing proper to the oration has been 
introduced. I will, therefore, crofs over the river and depart, before I am 
compelled by you to accomplifh fomething greater than this. 

PHJEDR. Not yet, Socrates, till the heat is over. Do you not fee that 
mid-day, as it is called, ftably remains almoft, even now ? Let us, there
fore, flay here, and difcourfe together about what has been faid, and imme
diately as it begins to grow cool̂  we will depart. 

Soc. You are divine, Phaedrus, with refpecl: to difcourfe, and fince rely 
admirable. For I think that no one has been the occafion of more, of the 
orations which exift at prefent, than yourfelf; whether by fpeak#t£ of your 
own accord, or in fome way or other by compelling others. I except only 
Simmias the Theban. For you far furpafs all the reft. And now you ap
pear to be the caufe of my commencing another difcourfe, though you did 
not announce war, as the confequence of my refufal, 

PHJEDR. But how have I been the caufe? and what new difcourfe is this? 
Soc. When I was about to pafs over the river, excellent man, a demo

niacal x and ufual fignal was given me; and whenever this takes place, it 
always prohibits me from accomplifhing what I was about to do. And in 
the prefent inftance I teemed to hear a certain voice, which would not fuffer 
me to depart till I had made an expiation, as if I had offended in fome par
ticular a divine nature. I am therefore a prophet, indeed, but not fuch a one 
as is perfectly worthy; but juft as thofe who know their letters in a very 
indifferent manner, alone fufficient for what concerns myfelf. I clearly, 
therefore, now underftand my offence: for even yet, my friend, there is 
fomething prophetic in my foul, which difturbed me during my former dif. 
courfe. And this caufed me to fear left, perhaps, according to Ibycus, I 
fhould offend the Gods, but acquire glory among men. But now I perceive 
in what I have offended. 

PHJEDR. Will you not inform me what it is ? 
1 For a full and every way fatisfaclory account of the diemon of Socrates, fee the note at the 

beginning of the Firft Alcibiades on daemon?, from Proclus. 
Soc. 
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Soc. Y o u , O Phaedrus, have repeated a dire, d i re difcourfe, and have 
Compelled me to ut ter the lame. 

PHJEDR. Bu t how ? 
S o c . T h e difcourfe has been foolifh, and in a certain refpect impious. 

And can any thing be more dire * than this? 
PH^DR. No th ing , i f you fpeak the t ru th . 
S o c . W h a t t hen? D o you not th ink that Love * is the fon of Venus 

and a certain God ? 
PHJEDR. So it is faid. 
S o c Yet this was neither acknowledged by Lyfias, nor in your difcourfe, 

which was deduced by you, as by a certain charm, through my mouth. But 
i f jLove . as is really the cafe, is a God, or a certain fomething divine, he 
cannpt ,be in any refpecl: ev i l : and yet in our difcourfe about him he has 
been fpoken of as evil. In this, therefore, we have offended againft L o v e . 
Bu t , befides this, our difputations, though polite, appear to have been very 
foolifh : for though they afferted nothing found or t rue , yet they boafted as 
if they did, and as if they fhould accomplifh fomething confiderable, by gain
ing the approbation of fome trifling deluded men . I t is neceffary, therefore, 
m y friend, that I fhould purify myfelf. „ But there is an antient purification 
for thofe who offend in mat ters refpecting mythology, which Homer did not 
perceive, but which was known to Stefichorus. For , being deprived of his 
eyes through his accufation of Helen , he was not like H o mer , ignorant of 
the caufe of his blindnefs, but knew it , as being a mufician. So that he im
mediately compofed the following lines : 

Falfe was my tale; thou ne'er acrofs the main 
In beauteous fhips didft fly, Troy's lofty towers to gain. 

And thus having compofed a poem directly contrary to what he had before 
publifhed, and which is called a recantat ion, he immediately recovered his 
|oft fight 3 . I a m , therefore, in the prefent inftance wifer than both thefe : 

for 

1 This is the language of true philofophy and true rellgkn, that nothing can be more dire than 
impiety. 

* For an account of Love confidered as a Deity, fee the notes on The Banquet, 
a From hence it is evident that the narration of the rape of Helen, and of the Trojan war, i$ 

entirely 
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for before I fuffer any damage through my accufation of love, I will endea
vour to prefent him with my recantation, and this with my head uncovered, 
and not as before veiled through fhame. 

PHJEDR. You cannot, Socrates, fay any thing which will be more plea-
ling to me than this. 

Soc For, my good friend, you muft be fenfible how imprudent the ora
tion was which you repeated, and how fhamefully I myfelf alfo fpoke con
cerning a lover. For, if any one of a generous difpofition and elegant man
ners, who either loves, or had formerly loved, fuch a one as himfelf, had 
heard us, when we faid that lovers often excited the greateft enmities for 
the moft trifling occafions, and that they were envious of, and injurious to, 
their beloved, would he not have thought that he was hearing men educated 
in fhips, and who were perfectly unacquainted with liberal love ? or do you 
think that he would by any means have affented to our accufation of love ? 

PHJEDR. By Jupiter, Socrates, perhaps he would not. 
Soc. Reverencing, therefore, fuch a man as this, and fearing Love him

felf, 1 defire, as it were with a potable oration, to wafh away that fait and 

entirely mythological, concealing certain divine truths under the fymbols of fable. But as this ac
count of Stefichorus, and the fable of the Iliad, is beautifully explained by Proclus on Plato's 
Republic, p. 393, I Avail prefent the reader with the following epitomized tranflation of his com
ment. " Stefichorus, who confidered the whole fable of Helen as a true narration, who approved 
the confequent tranfaclions, and eftablifhed his poetry accordingly, with great propriety fufFered 
the punilhrnent of his folly, that is, ignorance: but at length, through the affi fiance of mufic, he 
is faid to have acknowledged,his error; and thus, through undemanding the myfteries concerning 
Helen and the Trojan war, to have recovered his fight. But Homer is faid to have been blind, 
not on account of his ignorance of thefe myfteries, as Stefichorus, but through a more perfecl: 
habit of the foul, i e. by feparating himfelf from fenfible beauty, eftablifhing his intelligence 
above all apparent harmony, and extending the intellect of his foul to unapparent and true har
mony. Hence, he is faid to have been blind, becaufe divine beauty cannot be ufurped by corpo
real eyes. On this account, fables bordering upon tragedy reprefent Homer as deprived of fighr^ 
on account of his accufation of Helen. But fables, in my opinion, intend to fignify by Helen all 
the beauty fubfifting about generation, for which there is a perpetual battle of fouls, till the more 
intellectual having vanquifhed the more irrational forms of life, return to that place from which 
they originally came. But, according to fome, the period of their circulation about fenfible forms 
confifts of ten thoufand years, fince a thoufand years produce one ambit as of one year. For nine 
years therefore, i. e.. for nine thoufand years, fouls revolve about generation; but in the tenth 
having vanquifhed all the barbaric tumult, they are faid to return to their paternal habi- • 
tations." 

VOL. in . 2 s bitter 
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bitter difcourfe which w e have lately heard. And I would advife Lyfias 
himfelf, for fimilar reafons, to wr i te as foon as poflible that a lover ought 
ra ther to be gratified than one who is wi thout love. 

PHJEDR. You may be well aflured tha t he will do f o ; for, after you have 
fpoken in praife of a lover, it will be neceffary that Lyfias fhould be c o m 
pelled by m e to do the fame. 

S o c . T h i s indeed I believe, while you r emaia affected as you are at 
prefent. 

PHJEDR. Speak then confidently. 
S o c . But will you not permit m e to fuppofe that the fame young man is 

prefent, to w h o m I addrefied my former difcourfe, left, in confequence of 
not hearing my recantat ion, he fhould rafhly gratify one w h o is not a lover? 

PHJEDR. H e will always be very nearly prefent wi th you, when you are 
wiUjrrg he fhould be fo. 

Soc . In this m a n n e r then, O beautiful young m a n , underftand that the 
former difcourfe was that of Phaedrus the Myrrh in ufian, the offspring of Py-
t h o d e s ; but that this which 1 am now about to deliver is the difcourfe of 
Stefichorus the Imeraean, and the fon of Euphemus . But he began his 
oration as fol lows: 

" T h e difcourfe is not t rue which afferts tha t , though a lover fhould be 
prefent, one who is not a lover ought t o be gratified before h im, becaufe the 
one is agitated with fury, but the other is prudent in his conduct. For if it 
was fimply true that mania is evil, this would be beautifully afferted. But 
now the greateft goods 1 are produced for us through mania , and are afligned 

to 

1 This is a moft weighty teftimony indeed in favour of the antient oracles, and prediction in 
g«nerah I fhall therefore obferve, in anfwer to the followers of Van Dale, Fontenelle, and others 
who have endeavoured to prove that the oracles of the antients were nothing more than the tricks 
of fraudulent priefts, that to fuppofe mankind (hould have been the dupes of fuch impofitions for 
the fpace of three thoufand years, would exceed the moft extravagant fiction in romance. For 
l o w is it poflible, even if thefe priefts had been a thoufand times moTe cunning and deceitful than 
they are fuppofed to have been, that they could have kept fuch a fccret Co impenetrable in every 
«i*y and province where there weTe any oracles, as never to have given themfelves the lie in any 
particular Is it poflible that there fhould never have been one man among them of fo much 
worth 28 to abhor fucb irnpoftures ? that there fhould never have been any fo inconfiderate as 
unluckily to difcover all the myftery for want of fome precautions ? that no man fhould ever 

4 have 



'to as by a divine -gift. • For the .predicting prophetefs at IMphi, and thp 
prieftefles 

have explored the fandtuaries, fubterraneous paffages, and caverns, where it is pretended the/ 
kept their machines ? that they (hould never have had occafion for workmen to repair them ? 
that only they (hould have had the fec*et of compofing drugs proper to create extraordinary 
dreams ? and, laftly, that they mould have perpetually fucceeded one another, and conveyed 
their machines and their juggling tricks to all thofe that were to follow them in the fame employ
ments from age to age, and from generation to generation, and yet no man have been ever able 
to detect the impofition t 

Befides. who were thefe priefts, that, as it is pretended, were monfters of cruelty, fraud, and 
malice ? They were the mod honourable men among the heathens *, and fuch as were moft 
efteemed for their piety and probity. They were fometimes magrftrates and philofophers. Thus 
Plutarch f informs us in one of his treatifes, that he was himfelf, to a very old age, the pried of 
Apollo of Delphi, and that he prefided in this character over the oracle, the facrifices, and all the 
other ceremonies of this deity for many years. Depraved as the age is, will any one be hard/ 
enough to aftert that a man of fuch probity, of fuch gravity of manners, of fo much penetration, 
Jearning, and judgment as Plutarch, was a cheat and an impoflor by profefljon ? That he was 
capable of fpeaking through a hollow image to counterfeit the voice of Apollo ? Or of fuborning 
a female to act the part of one poffefled, when (he w s feated on the Tripos ? There is not furely 
any onefo lofl to fhame, fo devoid of common fenfi- as to make fuch an affertion. 

Again, how could thofe clear and precife orac -have been produced by fraud, in which what 
was done in one place was foretold in another, as in that famous oracle which was delivered to 
the ambafladors of Crcefus. This moft ftupid of kings, and moft unfortunate of cooks, as he is 
juftly called by Maximus Tyrius, in order to try the veracity of the oracles, had determined, it 
feems, in a fecret part of his palace to do fomething to which no one (hould be privy but him-
ifeif, and fent to the oracle of Apollo to tell him what he was doing. His meflengers returned 
with the following anfwer: 

Oitia y tya $>ap/A0u r apiQpov xat ptrpa SaTwaryg, 

Kat xufou auvm/M, xai ovteteovros axwu. 

* The pontiffs and other priefts among the Greeks, as well as among the Romans, held the firft rank of 
honour. They were ufually taken from noble or patrician families. Plutarch afferts that in fome partaof 
Greece their dignity was equal to that of kings. In the firft ages, indeed , kings themfelves were often priefts, 
diviners, and augurs. This we may learn from Ariftotle in the third book of his Politics, c. lo; from Cicero, 
de Divin. lib. i. and de leg. 1. i. where he fjxa'- of Romulus and Numa ; from Homer, Iliad vi. 1, 76. and 
Virgil, JEn. 1. 3. when they fpeak of Helenus, nd from the latter alfo when he fpeaks of king Anius, 
aEn. i i i . 1. 80. 

Rex Anius, rex kh , hominum, Phocbique facerdos. 

Who can believe that kings, princes, and pcrfons of the firft quality were capable of carrying on the trade of 
jugglers, and amttfing the people by delufions and tricks of legerdemain ? 

-j- Plutarch. lib. AH fcAi^crendaui Kespublica. 
28 2 Ohpn 
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priefteffes in Dodona have, when infane procured many advantages, both 
privately 

OJ)*» £'t{ pptvat >ixflf uparatptvoto 
E^/OJUEVTI; tv xaxxu apvttoi<ri npttaavt 
"H x.*Hio{ (A*v VTreo-Tpuratf x«**o» ti'tmtffTcu. 

i. e. The fand's amount, the meafures of the fea, 
Tho' vaft the number, are well known to me : 
I know the thoughts within the dumb concealed,' 
And words I hear by language unrevealcd. 
Even now, the odours to my fenfe that rife 
A tortoife boiling, with a lamb, fupplies, 
Where brafs below, and brafs above it lies. 

Crcefus it feems was, at the very time when this oracle was delivered, boiling a lamb and tor
toife together in a brazen veflel. This ftory is firft related by Herodotus, Hilt, lib- i. c. 8. and 
after him by various other writers, both heathen and chriftian, and among the reft by Bafil, who, 
with the reft of the fathers, fays that the devil was the author of it. Now the fact is as certain as 
any in antiquity. Befides, it is not the only one of this nature: Cicero, Valerius Maximus, 
Dionyfius Halicarnafleus, Strabo, Florus, &c. relate feveral inftances of predictions having been 
verified in one place of what was doing in another. Plutarch, in the life of Paulus vEmilius, 
and in that of Sylla, adds others alfo; but one efpecially that happened in the reign of Domitian, 
and o f the truth of which he fays no man doubted in his time. The circumftance, as related alfo 
by Auguftine, lib. ii. de Civit. Dei, cap. 24. was, that a fervant of one Lucius Pontius prophe
tically exclaimed, I come a mefTenger from Bellona, the victory Sylla is thine. He afterwards 
added, that the capitol would be in flames. Having faid this, he immediately left the camp, and 
the next day returned more rapidly, and exclaimed that the capitol had been burnt. And the capitol 
it feems had i n reality been o n fire. Auguftine adds that it was eafy for the devil to forefce this, 
and moft rapidly to tell it. Indeed, fuch predictions muft have been the effect o f infpiration, 
either from divinity, or from fome of the genera between divinity and man •, and hence Auguftine, 
very confidently with his religion, afcribed them to an evil dxmon. The Platonic reader, how
ever, will eafily account foT moft o f them more rationally, as \\Q fientifically knows that divination 
has deity for its origin ; and that, when the perfons infpired are worthy characters, and the pre,-
dictions beneficial, fuch infpiration cannot be the offspring of fraudulent fpirits. 

It is very juftly indeed obferved by Plutarch, in his treatife concerning the Pythian oracles, that 
with refpect to curfory predictions, fome one might foretel that a certain perfon Ihould be victo
rious in battle, and he accordingly conquered ; that fuch a city {hould be fubverted, and it was 
accordingly deftroyed ; but, fays he, when not only the event is foretold, but how, and when, after 
what, and by whom, it /h<.ll be efecled, this is no conjefiure of things which may perhaps take place, but 
m premanifejlition of things which will absolutely happen. Toiavra rov tonSou dithGovros b Xepamw, 
hxaw (t<p*) T O aiufjia irtpt tm ourus teyst Bovdos aopurrvs xat avunoOtrui teyofuvar ti v«» nparriyu -rrpo-

j < fnrai, vnucwtr u 7toM<»$ avMpurif, cunohuhtv. O T T M fo ov f*oycv XtytTcu T O yiwiro/itvev, a**a xat nus, hm 
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privately and publicly, to the Greeks ; but when they have been in a p ru 

dent ftate, they have been the caufe of very trifling benefits, or indeed of 

none 

mors, xat y.ira rt, xat (/.not rtvog, OVK tan cixcccpog ruv raxot yevvcrofASvuv, aWa. rm iravrxc. taoptvav 
TTpodnhUO'tg. 

•Should it be aflced why fuch infpiration, if it once exifted, no longer exifts at prefent, I reply 
by repeating what I have faid in my Notes on Paufanias (Vol. 3. p. 261) , that when thofe circu
lations take place, mentioned in a note on the eighth book of the Republic, during which the 
parts of the earth fubfift: according to nature, and this is accompanied with a concurrence of 
proper injlruments, times, and places, then divine illumination is abundantly and properly received. 
But when parts of the earth fubfift contrary to nature as at prefent, and which has been the cafe 
ever fince the oracles ceafed, then as there is no longer an aptitude of places, injlruments, and timesy 

divine influence can no longer be received, though tVIE illuminations of divine natures continue 
immutably the fame j juft, fays Proclus, as if a face (landing in the fame pofition, a mirror (hould 
at one time receive a clear image of it, and at another, one obfeure and debile, or indeed, no 
image at all. For, as the f.IME incomparable man further obferves, it is no more proper to refer 
the defect of divine infpiration to the Gods, than to accufe the fun as the caufe of the moon 
being eclipfed, inftead of the conical fhadow of the earth into which the moon falls. The 
reader will find in the above mentioned place, the theory of oracles fcientifically unfolded. 

1 Hermeas the philofopher, in hio MS. Scholia on this dialogue, gives us the following very 
fatisfaclory information refpecting the oracle in dodona : Hspt fo rou Aodoovaiou fjtavruoy foafopa stat 
ra laropooixtva' CJTI [AEV yap Tra^aiorarov ruiv Etowwuv (xavrtiav- teyourt h ot fxsv on tyug nv EXEI h fxav-
rzvovia- 01 fo on "nzpnnpxt ro fo a?,r>8e$ on yuvatxeg wav iepsiat ai yuxvrEvouaai, dpu'i ry xtQaM o~T£<po(JLtvait 

at rv-tg £na>\cuvro 7iE}.Eixfo<,. taag ~uv x7to rou ovo/xarog rmg OT\XW8SVTES, uTronrzuouo-av mat orepiarEpag ra$ 
(Aavriuouo-xs- E T T E I ? ) ) fo ttxt rriv Ht<px>.rtv $pu'i xarEcrrpitpovro, taag foa rouro zipri>tai-i xat rr\v tyvv (/.avrtuuv- tart 
fo Atog T O iJi.xvruov ro fo EV At^Qiig, AwoXhmog. eixorug OUV TtxpzT^atov ug auyyzvn ra pavrEta' xat yap o 
ATTO}>}WV uorcupyog Aeysrai rr\g rou A<og folM0upyixg, xat oro7\\axig, ft sfo^ev auioig aaaQvg etvat 6 rou AwJtt-
vatou xpWftoSf airy.o-av sig rov EV A-Apojj, xpwcnt.\oi rt (Zoulzrai 6 rou Atog xpvo~fAog* KUi ""^"f aurtav 

tfaynaaro 7C0*>.aH.ig 6 A-7ro\>.uv. tvQou<Ti<jixai fxzv ouv xai //.avrEuc/xtvat at 1 pEtat, moTCha turipyErouv roug avQpu-
vrovg nrpo'Kiycvo'at ra (/.zWovra xat Trpo&opOoufiEvai' cwQpovoucrt it o/u:ia» naav ratg a>CKa\g yuvat^iv. i. ê  
" Different accounts are given of the Dodonsean oracle : for it is the moft antient of the Grecian 
oracles. According to fome an oak prophefied in Dodona; but according to others, doves. 
The truth however is, that prieftefTes whofe heads were crowned with oak prophefied; and thefe 
women were called by fome peleiacles, or doves. Perhaps, therefore, certain perfons being deceived 
by the name, fufpected that doves prophefied in Dodona ; and as the heads of thefe women were 
crowned with oak, perhaps from this circumftance they faid that an oak prophefied. But this 
oracle belongs to Jupiter, and that at Delphi, to Apollo. Very properly, therefore, are thefe 
oracles confidered. as allied to each other. For Apollo is faid to be ininiftrant to Jupiter in the 
adminiftration of things : and often when the Dodonaean oracle appeared to be obfeure, the oracle 
at Dtlphi has been confulted, in order to know the meaning of that of Jupiter. Often too, 
Apollo has interpreted many of the Dodontean oracles. Thefe prieftelTes, therefore, when in an 

enthufiaftic 
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hone at al l . A n d if w e fhould fpeak of the Sibyl ' , and others w h o have 
em-ployed deifrc -prophecy, rightly predicting many things to many refpect-
irtg futurity, we (hould be too prolix, and at the fame t ime only fpeak of that 
which is manifeft to every one. T h i s indeed is worthy of being teltified, 
that fuch of the antients as gave names to things, did not confider mania as 
e i ther bale or <ii (graceful. For they did not connect the appellation of 
m a n i a wi th that mof t beautiful a r t , by which we are enabled to judge of 
the future, as if it was fomething nox ious ; but they gave it a name of this 
k ind , as fomething beneficial, when it fubfifts through a divine allotment. 
iBut men of the prefent day, being ignorant of what is becoming, by the 
mrert ion of the le t te r T , call it pccntKy, or the art of divining. Indeed the 
inveltigations of futurity, by prudent men , which take place through birds, 
and a variety of other tokens, as proceeding from the dianoetic part through 
h u m a n intell igence, they denominated intellect and intelktlive opinion; 
which the moderns , t h rough a reverence of the w , denominate augurial, or 
per ta ining to augury. By how much more perfect and honourable, there-
i b r e , prophecy is than augury , and the name and operation of the one than 
the name and operation of the other , by fo much did the antients teltify 

«nthufiaftic and prophetic condition, have greatly benefited mankind by predicting and previoufly 
-correcting future events; but, when in a prudent ftate, they were fimilar to other women." 

* Hermeas, in his MS. Commentary on this dialogue, has the following remarkable paflTage on 
the Sibyl here mentioned: Tltpi h rns Xi€u\?<n(9 OUTOJ tern Saufjunra tat ^tyo/xtva, U<TTE 3b|at nuOout 

ttruu' vr&XKM (AtYxoi XiCwXXat jy&ypwwj, "naaat TOUTOV tXajxtvai 0iov' Tracrai fxtv &a riva i<ruf Xoymnv ainat 
*e9&m XiCuXXau vrpwotyofWZ<rQcu' uantp &i b Tpio-fjnrytffTaf 'Epftnt Xtytrcii woXXax/j E9Tj<J»/iTj<ra{ ry AiyvTrrp, 

*avt«v *nafAwr(kut tcai rpnov * £ * x * < r & a i 'EpfiW tun jpm it OpQui napa 0pa | i ytvsadar ouv Hat aunxt 
motra VIM . W H u u w a v , ttat avapurHTiv uXovro T a u r a j r a $ npoaynopuxi' VKH auin yt h £iCv*Xa n Ep'j6paia mpi i\q 
iw Xiyn TLpifvto f x a x u r o t£ apxW toyou<ri aurnv tuQut irpot*$ooffav Trpoo-u-rrtui ii ovofjurot tKajrov, uau 
tyfAtrpa ffaryyerBoLi, xai s\<; • &pax,uv xp°¥6V

 T t X c i o y uic'f avOpurrou haCeiv. i . e . "The particulars which 
are reported about this Sibyl, are fo wonderful, that they have the appearance of fables. But, 
indeed, ihere were many Sibyls, all of whom adopted the fame life, and all of them, perhaps 
through a certain rational caufe, were called Sibyls: juft as Hermes Trifmegiftus, who often 
refided in Egypt, is faid to have made mention of himfelf, and to have called himfelf the third 
Hermes. Three Orpheufes alfo are faid to have exifted among the Thracians. Perhaps, 
therefore, thefe Sibyls chofe thefe appellations from a certain communication and recollection; 
fince this very Erythrsean Sibyl, of whom Plato now fpeaks, was from the firft called Erophile. 
But they report that (he called every one by his proper name, as foon as (he was born, that (he 
likewife fpoke ia verfe, and that in a fhort time {he arrived at the per feet ion. of the human 
Species." 

that 



T H E P H A E D R U S . 

that mania proceeding from divinity is more beautiful than prudence which, 
proceeds from men . But indeed, in the greateft difeafes and labours tQ 
which certain perfons are fometimes fubject through the indignation of t he 
Gods in confequence of guilt , mania when it takes place, predict ing w h a t 
they ftand in need of, difcovers a liberation from fuch evils* by flying t o 
prayer and the worfhip of the Gods. H e n c e , obtaining by this means pur i 
fications and the advantages of initiation, it renders h im who poffefles i t 
free from difafters, both for the prefent and future t ime , by difcovering tcr 
h im w h o is properly infane and poffefTed by divinity a folution of bis prefent 
evils. But the third fpecies is a pofTeffion and mania defcending from t h e 
Mufes, which receiving a foul tender and folitary, roufes and agitates i t 
wi th Bacchic fury, according to odes and other fpecies of p o e t r y ; in e o n -
iequence of which, by adorning the infinite actions of ant iqui ty , it becomes, 
the means of inftructing pofterity. But he who approaches to the poet ic 
gates without the mania of the Mufes r , perfuading himfelf that he cask 
become a poet, in a manner perfectly fufficient from art a lone, will, both as 
to himfelf and. his poe t ry y be imperfect ; fince the poetry which is produced 
by prudence vanifhes before that which is the progeny of mania . So many 
then are the beautiful works arifing from divine mania , and ftill more t l raa 
thefe, which, if it was requifite, I fhould re la te . So that we ought not tc% be 
afraid of m a n i a ; nor (hould any reafon difturb *is, which endeavours to 
evince that we ought to prefer a prudent friend to one who is divinely 
agitated : for he who afferts this, ought likewife to fhow, in order to gain 
the victory, that love was not fent from the Gods for the utility of the lover 
and his beloved. But, on the contrary, it muft now be fhown by us that a 
mania of this kind was fent by the Gods* for the purpofe of producing the 
greateft felicity. T h e demonftration, indeed, will be to the unwor thy 
incredible, but to the wife, an object of belief. It is neceflary, therefore, 
in the firft place, that , beholding the paffions and operations of the divine 
and human foul, we fhould underftand the t ruth concerning the na ture of 
each. Le t this then be the beginning: of the demonftration : 

o o 
Every foul is i m m o r t a l a : for that which is perpetually moved is eternal". 

But 

• See the Note on the tenth boofe of the Republic, concerning the different kiadaof poetry. 
a The difeourfe of Plato here, is as it were, analytical. Thus, fox iniUnce, the end of mail 

is 
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But that wh ich moves another and is moved by another , when it has a' 
celTation of motion, has alio a ceffation of life. Hence that alone which 
moves itfelf, becaufe it does not defert itfelf, never ceafes to be moved ; 
bu t this alfo is the fountain and principle of motion to other things which 
are moved. But a principle is unbegotten : for every thing which is gene
rated, is neceffarily generated from a principle, while the principle itfelf is 
incapable of being generated. Fo r neither could it any longer be a prin
ciple, if it was generated from an external caufe. Since then it is unbegotten, 
it is alfo neceffary that it mould be incorruptible : for, fhould the principle 
become extinct, it could neither renew its being from another, nor generate 
another from itfelf, fince it is neceffary that all things mould be generated 
from that which is the principle. And thus the beginning of motion is 
derived from that which moves itfelf: and this can neither be deftroyed nor 
generated. Fo r , if this were admit ted, all heaven and earth falling together 
muft f l op ; nor could any force be found, whence being moved, they would 
be again generated. Since then it appears that a felf-motive nature is 
immor ta l , he w h o afferts that this is the very effence and definition of foul, 
wil l have no occafion to blufh. For every body to which motion externally 
accedes, is inanimate . But that to which motion is inherent from itfelf, 
is animated ; as if this was the very nature of foul. And if there is nothing 
elfe which moves itfelf except foul, foul is neceffarily without generation, and 
immor ta l . And thus m u c h may fuffice, concerning the immortali ty of the 
foul 

But 

is nothing elfe than felicity, and this is a union with the Gods ; for Plato does not place felicity 
in externals. But the foul is conjoined with the Gods even in the prefent life, when, furveying 
the whole of fenfible and celeftial beauty, fhe acquires a reminifcence of intelligible beauty. But 
her reminifcence muft be of that which fhe once beheld : for reminifcence is of things which 
fome one has cither heard of or feen. But the foul formerly beheld this beauty, when fhe 
revolved in conjunction with htr proper God. She muft, therefore, be immortal: for if not, 
{he would neither have revolved nor have recovered her memory. Hence he firft fpeaks con
cerning the immortality of the foul, her idea, and what follows; and afterwards he difcourfes 
concerning that to which Love conducts us, viz. an intelligible effence, and divine beauty, fimple, 
and unmoved. 

1 This part contains one of the ftrongeft demonftrations poflible of the immortality of the foul, 
as will be evident to every one whofe intellectual eye is not blinded by modern purfuits. But 
when Plato fays every foul, the reader muft not fuppofe that the fouls of brutes are meant to be 

included* 
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But refpecting its idea 1 we mufl: fpeak after the following manner: To 
give a perfect defcriptipn of its nature, would indeed be the employment of 

included, for thefe, as is evident from the Timceus, are mortal ; but every rational foul, as well 
human as divine. But this reafoning confifts of two fyllogifms, the parts of which Socrates, as 
being agitated with divine fury, does not altogether difpofe into order; and thefe are as follows : 
Soul is felf-motive. That which is felf-motive is always moved, becaufe it never forfakes itfelf, 
nor is ever deferted by motive power. But if it is always moved with an inward motion, it always 
lives. Soul, therefore, is immortal. This is the firft fyllogifm. But the fecond: foul is felf-
motive, and is therefore the principle of motion. But the principle of motion is unbegotten. 
That which is unbegotten is immortal. Soul therefore is immortal. 

1 By the idea of the foul we are not to underftand its fupernal exemplar, but its intimate 
form, and the difpofition, and as it were figure of its power. But by the chariots of the Gods, 
that is, of the mundane Gods and beneficent daemons, are to be undcrftood all the inward difcur-
five powers of their fouls, which purfue the intelligence of all things, and which can at the fame 
time equally contemplate and provide for inferior concern?. And the horfes fignify the efficacy 
and motive vigour of thefe powers. But the horfes and chariots of partial foul, fuch as ours 
when feparated from the body, are mixed from good and evil. Our principal pa>t is intellect. 
The better horfe is anger, and the worfe defire. The wings are anagogic or reduclory powers, 
and particularly belong to the charioteer or intellect. An immortal animal is compofed from 
foul and a celeftial body ; but a mortal animal from foul and an elementary body. For partial 
fouls, fuch as ours, have three vehicles •, one ethereal, derived from the heavens; the fecond 
aerial; and the third this grofs terreftrial body Jupiter here fignifies the head of that order of 
Gods which fubfifts immediately above the mundane Gods, and is called airoxuros, liberated : for 
the term mighty, as is well obferved by Proclus, is a fymbol of exempt fupremacy. The twelve 
Gods, therefore, which are divided into four triads, are Jupiter, Neptune, Vulcan, Vefta, Mi
nerva, Mars, Ceres, Juno, Diana, Mercury, Venus, Apollo. The firft triad of thefe is Jahrica-
tive ; the fecond defttifive ; the third vivific; and the fourth reduclory. And the chariots of thefe 
Gods are fupermundane fouls, in which they are proximately carried. By the heavens, to the 
contemplation of which the liberated and mundane Gods proceed, cannot be meant the fenfible 
heavens: for what blefTcd fpectacles do thefe contain, or how can Gods be converted to things 
pofterior to themfelves ? It is evidently, therefore, the heaven which Plato in the Cratylus defines 
to be o î? tq ro avu, or fight directed to that which is above ; and forms that order of Gods which 
is called by the Chaklvean oracles vorroj xai votpog, intelligible and intellectual. There is a remakable 
error here in the Greek text, for inftead of oupavia afySa, celeftial arch, it fhould be read bnovpema 
a^3xt fubet-le/iial arch, as is evident from Proclus in Plat. Theol. p. 2 1 7 , who lays a particular 
ftrefs upon the v/ord uTroupuvtct, as a reading univerfally acknowledged. Our courfe is faid to be 
difficult and hard, becaufe the motion of the better horfe verges to intelligibles, but of the worfe 
to fenfibles and generation; and becaufe our foul is unable in the prefent life equally to contem
plate, and providentially energize. By ambrofia is fignified that power which renders the Gods 
feparate from generation ; but by nectar the immutable nature of their providential energies, 
which extend even to the laft of things. 

VOL. i n . 2 T a narrat ion 
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a narration every way prolix and divine; hut to delcribe a certain fimilitude 
o f this idea is the bufinefs of a human and fhorter difcourfe. Let it then be 
fimilar to the kindred power of a winged chariot and charioteer. All the 
horfes and chariots of the Gods are indeed good, and compofed from things 
good ; but thofe of other natures are mixed. And, in the firft place, our 
principal part governs the reins of its two-yoked car. In the next place, one 
o f the horfes is good and beautiful, and is compofed from things of this kind; 
but the other is of a contrary nature, and is compofed of contrary qualities : 
and on this account our courfe is neceffarily difficult and hard. But we 
muft endeavoiTr to explain why it is called in a certain refpecl a mortal and 
immortal animal. Every foul takes care of every thing which is inanimate, 
and revolves about the whole of heaven, becoming (ituated at different times 
in different "forms. While it is perfect, indeed, and winged, its courfe is 
fublime, and it governs the urtiverfe. But the foul whofe wings fuffer a 
defluxion verges downward, till fomething folid terminates its defcent; 
whence it receives a terrene body, as its deftincd receptacle, which appears 
to move itfelf through the power of the foul: and the whole is called an 
animal compofed from foul and body, and i s furnamed a mortal animal. 
But that which is immortal is perceived by no rational deduction, except 
that which is hypothetical and feigned : fince we neither fee, nor fufficiently 
underftand, that a God is a certain immortal animal endued with a foul, and 
poffeffing a body naturally conjoined with foul, through the whole of time. 
Thefe things however are afferted, and may exift, as it pleafes divinity. But 
let us now declare the caufe through which the wings were caft afide, and 
fell from the foul. And this is of the following kind : There is a natural 
power in the wings of the foul, to raife that which is weighty on high, where 
the genus of the Gods refides. But of every thing fubfifting about body, the 
foul moft participates of that which is divine. But that which is divine is 
beautiful, wife, and good, and whatever can be afferted of a fimilar kind. 
And with thefe indeed the winged nature of the foul is efpecially nourifhed 
and increafed : but it departs from its integrity, and perifhes, through that 
which is evil and bafe, and from contraries of a fimilar kind. Likewife 
Jupiter, the mighty leader in the heavens, driving his winged chariot, begins 
the divine proceffion, adorning and difpoling all things with providential 
care. The army of Gods and daemons, diflributed into eleven parts, follows 

his 



T H E P I I i E D R U S . 32J 

his courfe: but Vefta alone remains in the habitation of ihc Gods. But 
each of the other Gods belonging to the twelve, prefides over the office com
mitted to his charge. T h e r e are many, therefore, and blcffed fpeclacles 
and proceffions within the heavens, to which the genus of the bleffed Gods 
is converted as each accompl ices the proper employment of his nature . 
But will and power are the perpetual at tendants of their proceffions : for 
envy is far distant from the divine choir of Gods. But when they proceed 
to the banquet, and the enjoyment of delicious food, they fublimely afcend 
in their progreflion to the fub-celeftial arch. And, indeed, the vehicles of 
the Gods being properly adapted to the guiding reins, and equally balanced, 
proceed with an eafy motion : but the vehicles of other natures are attended 
in their progreffions with difficulty and labour. For the horfe, part icipating 
of depravity, becomes heavy ; and when he has not been properly difciplined 
by the charioteers, verges and gravitates to the earth. And in this cafe 
labour, and an extreme conteft, are propofed to the foul. But thofe who 
are denominated immortals , when they arrive at the fummit , proceeding 
beyond the extremity of heaven, ftand on its back : and while they are efta-
bliihed in this eminence, the circumference carries them round, and they 
behold what the region beyond the heavens contains. But the fuperceleftial 
place has not yet been celebrated by any of our poets, nor will it ever be 
praifed according to its dignity and worth . It fubfifts, however , in the fol
lowing manner ; for we fhould dare to affirm the t ru th , efpecially when 
fpeaking concerning the truth : without colour, without figure, and without 
contact, fubfifting as t rue effence, it alone ufes contemplat ive 1 intellect, 
the governor of the foul; about which effence, the genus of true fcience, 
refides. As the dianoetic power, therefore, of divinity revolves wi th intel
lect and immaculate fcience, fo likewife the dianoetic power of every foul, 
when it receives a condition accommodated to its na ture , perceiving being 
through t ime, it becomes enamoured wi th it, and contempla t ing t ru th , is 
nourifhed and filled with joy, till the circumference by a circular revolution 
brings it back again to its priftine fituation. But in this circuit it beholds 
juftice herfelf, it beholds temperance, and fcience her ie l f : not that w i th 
which generation is prefent, nor in which one thing has a particular local 
rcfidence in another, and to which we give the appellation of beings ; but 

1 Sec the Additional Notes to the Timceus. 

2 i" 2 tha t 
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tha t w h i c h is fcience in true being. A n d , befides this , contemplat ing andi 
banque t ing on other t rue beings in the fame manner , again entering within 
the heavens, it re turns to its proper home. But , when it re turns , the cha
rioteer , flopping his horfes at the manger , prefents them with ambrofia, and 
together w i th i t , nectar for drink. And this is the life of the Gods. 

But , wi th refpect to other fouls, fuch as follow divinity in the beft man
ner , and become fimilar to its na ture , raife the head of the charioteer 1 into 
the fuperceleftial place ; where he is borne along wi th the c i rcumference ; 
but is difturbed by the courfe of the horfes, and fcarcely obtains the virion 
of perfect realities. But other fouls at one t ime raife, and at another t ime 
deprefs, the head of the char io tee r : and, through the violence of the horfes, 
they partly fee indeed, and are partly deftitute of vifion. And again, other fouls 
follow, all of them affecting the vifion of this fuperior place : but from being 
unable to accomplifh this defign; they are carried round in a merged condi
t ion, fpuruing againft and ruffling on each other , through a contention of 
precedency in their courfe. Hence the tumul t , conteft, and perfora t ion , 
are ex t reme. And here, indeed, many become lame through the fault of 
the charioteers, many break many of their wings, and all of them, involved 
in mighty labour, depart deftitute of the perception of real i ty ; but after 
their departure they ufe an al iment compofed from opinion; through which 
there is a great endeavour to behold where the plain of truth is fituated. For , 
from a meadow of this k ind, that which is beft in the foul receives conve
nient n u t r i m e n t ; and from this the nature of the wing is nouriihed, by 
which the foul is enabled to afcend. And this is the law of Adraftia, that 
whatever foul at tending on divinity has beheld any tiling of reality fhall be 
free from damage , till another period takes place : and that if fhe is always 
able to accomplifh this, fhe fhall be perpetually free from the incurfions of 
evil. But if, through an impotency of accomplifhing this end, fhe has not 
perceived reality, and from fome misfor tune, and being filled with oblivion 
and depravity, fhe becomes heavy and drovvfy, breaks her wings, and falls 
again on the earth % then this law prevents her in her firft generation from 

1 The head of the charioteer is that unity of the foul, which fhe participates from a divine 
unity, and which is, as it were, the very fummit and flower of her etfence. 

* The general caufe of the foul's defcent, is her neglecting, as it were, the univerfal form of 
the world, diligently contemplating a certain portion of it only, and ardently defiring a partial 
mode of fubfiftence; imagination and her vegetable power ftrongly alluring her to fuch a con
dition of being. 

being 
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being implanted in fome brutal nature , but commands the foul which has 

feen the molt , to inform the body of a philofopher, or of one defirous of 

beauty.; of a mufician, or of one devoted to love J . But it orders the foul, 

whofe perceptions rank in the fecond clafs, to defcend into a legitimate k ing , 

or a man ftudious of empire and war. But it diffributes a foul of the third 

order into the governor of a republic, or the ruler of a family, or the mat te r 

of a trade. And again, it diftributes a foul of the fourth rank into one eu-

gaged in gymnaftic exercife, or in procuring remedies, and taking care of 

the body : but fouls of the fifth order it diffci ibutes into prophets and mylt ics. 

In the fixth, it makes a diilribution into a poetic life. In the feventh, in to 

a geometrician or artificer. In the eighth, into a fophift or popular cha

racter. And in the ninth, into a tyrant . But in all thefe, he who paffes 

his life juftly will afterwards obtain a better condition of being : but he w h o 

a d s unjufHy will pafs into a worfe ftate of exiftence. For no foul will r e 

turn to its priftine condition till the expiration of ten thoufand years a : fince 

it will not recuver the ufe of its wings before this period ; except it is the 

foul of one who has philofophized fincerely, or together with philofophy has 

1 As there are principally nine ecleftial fouls, viz. the foul of the world, and the fouls of the 
eight celellial fpheres, to which our fouls are at different times accommodated; hence, fouls in" 
their defcent receive nine differences of character. But the philofophic genius has the firft rank*,' 
becaufe it is naturally adapted to the inveftigation of every thing human and divine. And as fuch 
a genius is ftudi-.us of wifdom and truth, and the firft beauty fubfifts in thefe ; hence, with great 
propriety, it brings with it the purfuit of beauty. But we receive the image of beauty through the 
fight and hearing j and hence Plato connects with this character a mufician and a lover: the 
former on account of audible, and the latter of vifible beauty. But the next character is that of a 
king, who indeed extends a univerfal providence towards mankind, but whofe contemplations are 
not fo ample as thofe of the philofopher. The providential energies of thofe which follow, are 
ftill more contracted. But when he diftributes prophets and myftics into the fifth order, we 
muft not fuppofe that, he means fuch as are divine, but mercenary and vulgar prophets, who do 
not operate from fcience and art, but from cuftom and chance. 

1 The numbers three and ten arc called perfect ; becaufe the former is the firft complete num
ber, and the latter in a certain refpect the whole of number ; the confequent fcries of numbers 
being only a repetition of the numbers which this contains. Hence, as io multiplied into itfelf 
produces ioo, a plain number, and this again multiplied by io produces tooo, a folid number; 
and as iooo multiplied by 3 forms 3000, and ioco by 10, ic,coo ; on this account Plato em
ploys thefe numbers as fymbols of the purgation of the foul, and her reftitution to her proper 
perfection and felicity. I fay, as fymbols ; for we muft not fuppofe that this is accomplifhed in 
juft fo many years, but that the foul's reftitution takes place in a perfect manner. 

loved 
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loved beautiful forms. Thefe , indeed, in the third period of a thoufand years, 
if they have thrice chofen this mode of life in fucceflion, and have thus re-
ftored their wings to their natural vigour, (hall in the three thoufandth year, 
fly away to their prifVine abode. But other fouls, having arrived at the end 
of their firft life, fhall be judged. And of thofe who are judged, fome pro
ceeding to a fubterranean place of j udgmen t , fhall there fuftain the punifh-
ment s they have deferved. But others, in confequence of a favourable 
j u d g m e n t , being elevated into a certain celeftial place, fhall pafs their t ime 
in a m a n n e r becoming the life they have lived in a h u m a n fhape. And in 
the thoufandth year, both the kinds of thofe who have been judged, return
ing to the lot and election of a fecond life, fhall each of them receive a life 
agreeable to his defire. H e r e alfo the human foul fhall pafs into the life of 
a beaft *, and from that of a beaft again into a man , if it has firft been the 
foul of a man . For the foul which has never perceived the t ru th , cannot 
pafs into the human form. Indeed it is neceffary to underftand man , deno
minated according to fpecies, as a being proceeding from the information 
of many fenfes to a perception contracted into one by the reafoning power. 
But this is a recollection of what our foul formerly faw with divinity, when 
in a perfect condition of being ; and when fhe defpifed what we now confider 
as realities, and was fupernally elevated to the contemplat ion of that which 
is t rue. O n this account , the dianoetic power alone of the philofopher is 
juftly winged. Fo r the philofophic memory perpetually adheres as much 
as poffible to thofe concerns, by an application to which even a Cod be
comes divine. But he who properly ufes meditations of this kind, being 
always initiated in perfect myfteries, alone acquires true perfection. And 
fuch a one being feparated from human ftudies and purfuits, and adhering to 
tha t which is divine, is accufed by the mult i tude as infane, while in the 
mean t ime, from being filled with divine enthufiafm, he is concealed from 
the mul t i tude . This whole difcourfe, therefore, which refpects the fourth 
kind of fury % tends to the means by which any one, on perceiving a portion 

x We not muft underftand by this, that the foul of a man becomes the foul of a brute •, but that 
byway of punifhment it is bound to the foul of a brute, or carried in it, juft as daemons relide in 
our fouls. Hence all the energies of the rational foul are perfectly impeded, and its intellectual 
eye beholds nothing but the dark and tumultuous phantafms of a brutal life. 

a The four kinds of fury are the prophetic, myftic, poetic, and amatory. 
Of 
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of terrene beauty, from a rcminifcence of that which is true, may recover 
his wings, and, when he has recovered them, may ftruggle to fly away. 
But fince he cannot accomplifh this according to his wifh, like a bird looking 
on high and defpifing inferior concerns, he is accufed as one infanely affected. 
This enthufiafm % therefore, is of all enthufiafms the beft, and is compofed 
from the beft, both to the poffeffor and the participant: and he who is under 
the influence of this mania when he loves beautiful objects, is denominated 
a lover. For, as we have before obferved, the foul of every man has from 
its nature perceived realities, or it could not have entered into the human 
form. But to recollect fupcrior natures from objects of fenfe, is not eafy to 
all m e n ; neither to thofe who then were engaged but a fhort time in the 
contemplation of thofe divine objects ; nor to thofe who defcending hither 
have been unfortunate ; nor to fuch as, turning to injuftice from certain 
alfociations, have become oblivious of the facred myfteries which they once 
beheld. And hence but a few remain whofe memory is fufficient for this 
exalted purpofe. But thefe, when they behold any fimilitude of fupernal 
forms, they are aftonifhed, and as it were rapt above themfelves : and at 
the fame time they are ignorant what this paffion may be, becaufe they are 
not endued with a fufficient perception. Indeed, we behold no fplendour 
in fimilitiules which arc here, of juftice, temperance, and whatever elfe is 
precious in the foul; but very few are able, and even to thefe it is difficult, 
through certain dark inftruments, to perceive from thefe images the genus 
of that which is reprefented. But we then faw fplendid 3 beauty, when 
we obtained together with that happy choir, this bleMed vifion and c o n t e n t 
plation. And we indeed beheld it together with Jupiter 3 , but others in 

conjunction 

1 He who is agitated with this enthufiafm poflefles that purification which is called by the 
Flatonic philofophers telejlic, becaufe it is obtained by the exercife of myftic rites, and gives per
fection to the foul. 

a Plato every where fpeaks of the fun as analogous to the higheft God. For as here the fun 
is the lord of the whole fenfible world, fo the firft caufe of the intelligible world. And as light is 
deduced from the lord the fun, which conjoins, connects, and unites that which is vifivc with 
that which is vifiblc, after the fame manner the light proceeding from the higheft God, which 
light is truth, conjoins intellect with the intelligible. We may fee, therefore, that beauty imi
tates this light: for it is as it were a light emitted from the fountain of intelligibles, to this 
world, which it calls upwards to itfelf, and becomes the fource of union to lovers and the beloved. 

3 Plato, in the Timaeus, fays that the demiurgus, when he made the world, difleminated fouls 
3 equal 
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conjunction with fome other God ; at the fame time being initiated 1 in 
thofe myfteries which it is lawful to call the moft blelled of all mvfteries a . 

And 

equal in number to the ftars, viz. as we have obferved in the Introduction to that dialogue, equal 
according to analogy, and not as monadically confidered. Now, therefore, in conformity to what 
is there aflerted, he fays, "we together with Jupiter/'as knowing his proper God. Fortius 
is the felicity of the human foul, to revolve in conjunction with its proper deities ; fince it is not 
poflible to pafs beyond the Gods. 

1 The word teXstw or initiation, fays Hermeas, was fo denominated from rendering the foul per
fect, Trapa ro TfXfav ^ u x w CUTOTEXEIV. The foul, therefore, was once perfeit. But here it is 
divided, and is not able to energize wholly by itfelf. But it is neceffary to know, fays Hermeas, 
that telete, muefis, and epopteia% teXet*, nvr\o~i$ and tTroirTEia differ from each other. Telete, therefore, 
is analogous to that which is preparatory to purifications. But tnuefis, which is fo called from 
clofing the eyes, is more divine. For to clofe the eyes in initiation is no longer to receive by fenfe 
thofe divine myfteries, but with the pure foul itfelf. And epopteia is to be tftablifhed in, and 
become a fpectator of the myfteries. See more on this interefting fubject in my Dilfertation on 
the Eleufinian and Bacchic Myfteries. 

a There is nothing belonging to antiquity more celebrated than the myfteries, and efpecially 
the Eleufinian, though the leading particulars of this auguft infticution are perfectly unknown 
to the moderns, as I have ftiown in my Differtation on the Eleufinian and Bacchic myfteries. 
One circumftance in particu'ar of the laft importance, has been grofsly mifreprefented by that 
moft confummate fophift Dr. Warbuiton, in his Divine Legation of Mofes. The circum
ftance I allude to belongs to that part of the myfteries which is called EiroTTTZia, or infpeflion. 
For here the Gods themfelves became actually apparent in fplendid images to the eyes of the 
epopta?, or initiated infpetV rs. And this, in the firft place, is evident from the following paflage 
of Proclus, in MS. Comment, on the firft Alcibiades: Ev rati ayiuTaraif TUV TEXETUV, Tcpo rrjj SEOV 

TTOtpooo'iaS docipovuv x ® c v i u v TIVUV EX€O>UXI orpoQxivcvrai, xai CCTCO TUV axpot>vTuv ayatiuv ei{ t»v VMV mpoKateu-

fiEvai. i. e. " In the mod holy of the myfteries, before the God appears, the impulfions of certain 
terreftrial daemons become vifible, alluring (the initiated: from un defiled goods to matter." And 
that by the moft holy of myfteries he means the Heufinian, is evident from his fixth book de Plat. 
Theol. p. 371 . where he exprefsly ca'ls them by this name. And ftill more exprefsly in his 
Commentary on Plato's Republic, p. 3^0. Ev a-nauri Taic m s r a i ; xai rots /xuo-Tvptoii, bt Seoj woxxas 
fjttv 'sauTuv irpoTtivouci ixopQas mohha fo a^r/jtaTa f&xXXarTOVTEj faivovrou' xai TOTE ynv arvnuTov airruv 
vrpoGeGtoTcn f a;, TOTE fo e<$ a\Qpu7mov (JLopQnv zoxn/AaTurfJUvov, TOTE fo EI$ aXKoiov TUTTOV TrpoEM^vBuf. i. e» 
"In all initiations and myfteries, the Gods exhibit many forms of theuifelves, and appear in a 
variety of fhapes. And fometimes indeed an unfigured iight of themfelves is held forth to the 
view; fometimes this light is figured according to a human form, and fometimes it proceeds 
into a different fhape." And we are informed by Pfelius in a MS. on Demons that this 
evocation of divine natures formed one part of the facerdotal office; though, fays he, thofe who 
now prtfide over the myfteries, are ignorant of the incantation neceffary to evocation. AAA* bt y t 
yt/v T»if tiAetmj irpoEiapxo, t»v /kev thj xXxvews CM uravv* Eitufav. Thio dothine, too, of divine 
appearances in the myfteries is clearly confirmed by Plotinus, ennead. 1. lib. O.p. 5 5 . and ennead. 

4 9. lib. 



T H E P H i E D R U S , 320 
And thefe divine orgies were celebrated by us while we were perfecl, and 
free from thofe evils which awaited us in a fucceeding period of time. We 
likewife were initiated in, and became fpectators of, entire «, fimple, quietly 
ftable a , and bleffed vifions, refident in a pure 3 light; being ourfelves pure, 
and liberated from this furrounding veftment, which we denominate body, 
and to which we are now bound, like an oyfter to its fhell. 

With thefe fpeculations, therefore, we fhould gratify our memory; for 
the fake of which, and through a defire of thofe realities which we once bê  
held, I have given fuch an extent to my difcourfe. But beauty, as we have, 
faid, fhone upon us during our progreffions with the Gods ; but on our 
arrival hither we poffeffed the power of perceiving it, fhining .moft perfpi-
cuoufly, through the cleareft of our fenfes. For fight 4 is the moft acute of 
all our corporeal fenfes; though even through this wifdom cannot be per
ceived. If indeed it could, what vehement love would it excite, by pre-
fcnting to the eye fome perfpicuous image of itfelf! And the fame may bo 
lib. 9. p. 770 . From all this we may collect how egregioufly Dr. Warburton was miftaken when, 
in page 231 of his Divine Legation, he afferts that the light beheld in the myfteries was nothing 
more than an illuminated image which the prieft had purified. " This," fays he, " which was 
all over illuminated, and which the prieft had thoroughly purified, was ayaXptz, an image." But, 
indeed, his whole account of this divine inftitution is abfurd, falfe, and ridiculous in the extreme. 
I only add, that the preceding obfervations plainly fhow to what Plato alludes in this part of the 
dialogue, by his fimple and bleffed vifions refident in a pure light, and thaLwe can no longer wonder 
why the initiated are reported to have been called happy. 

1 Viz. perfect. 
a By this Plato indicates the firm and permanent nature of intelligibles. 
3 He fays this becaufe the light here is not pure, being mingled with the air. 
4 Plato now wifhes to fpeak concerning the amatory character, and to fhow how it is led back 

from fenfible to intelligible beauty. What he fays, therefore, is this,—that intelligible beauty fhines 
forth in an intelligible eflence, together with the fpectacles which are there, and that from this 
beauty, fenfible beauty is unfolded into light. For, as the light proceeding from the fun illumi
nates the whole fenfible world, fo beauty, originating from intelligible?, pervades through the 
regions of fenfe. But he calls the fight the cleareft of all the fenfes, becaufe it is more acute 
than the reft. Hence, it is confidered as analogous to fire by thofe who compare the fenfes to 
the elements. But its fuperior acutenefs is evident from this, that when found, and that which 
is vifible, are produced together, as in the inftance of thunder and lightning, we firft fee the light
ning, and fome time after the found reaches our hearing. The reafon of this is evident: for 
fight fees without time, or in an inftant j but the other fenfes require time. Sight alfo is analo
gous to intellect: for as intellect fees all things indivifibly, fo likewife fight. For it directly fees 
the interval which reaches from hence as far as to the heavens. 

VOL. in. 2 u faid 
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faid of every thing elfe which is the object of love. But now beauty alone 
is allotted the privilege of being the moft apparent and lovely of all things. 
He, therefore, who has not recently defcended hither, or whofe manners are 
depraved, will not very fwiftly be excited from hence thither to a furvey of 
the beautiful itfelf, by beholding that among fenfible objects which receives 
the fame appellation. Hence, he will not reverence it while he beholds it; 
but, giving himfelf up to pleafure, he will endeavour to walk about and ge
nerate after the manner of a quadruped : and, injurioufly converting with 
others, he will neither be afraid nor afhamed of purfuing pleafure contrary 
to nature. But he who has been recently initiated, and who formerly was 
a fpectator of many bleffed vifions, when he beholds fome deiform counte
nance, elegantly imitative of beauty, or fome incorporeal idea, at firft in
deed he is ftruck with horror x , and feels fomething of that terror which for
merly invaded him ; but, from ail after furvey, he venerates it as a God : and 
if it was not for the dread of being thought vehemently infane, he would 
facrifice to his beloved *, as to a ftatue and a God. But, in confequence of 
furveying this beautiful object, he experiences a mutation in his feelings, a 
perforation and unaccuftomed heat3, fuch as horror produces. For, receiv
ing the influx of beauty through his eyes, he becomes hot, and this irrigates 
the nature of his wings ; but when heated, whatever belongs to the germi
nating of his pinions liquefies, and which formerly being compreffed through 
hardnefs reftrained the vigour of their fhoots. But an influx of nutriment 

1 It is well obferved by Hermeas, that it is necefTary to confider what is here faid vitally and 
intellectually. For, as we are feized with aftonifhment on beholding certain fenfible particulars, 
fo likewife in the vifion of the Gods ; not that it is fuch a terror as that which arifes from the view 
of enemies approaching, but a terror better than a fear of this kind, through the tranfeendent ful-
nefs of the Gods. It is necefTary, therefore, that the human foul fhould fubmit itfelf to the Gods, 
and to incorporeal forms which furpafs our power, and (hould be feized with a terror better than 
human fear at the view of them, not as if they were dire, and dreadful, and refifting ; for thefe 
are the indications of matter and earth-born natures. Plato, therefore, fignifies by horror, an ex
citation from fenfibles to intelligibles. 

a That is, he would facrifice to intelligible beauty, of which fe? fible beauty is the reprefenta-
tion, fimilitude and image. For here, fays Hermeas, thofe who facrifice to flatues do not facri
fice to the matter itfelf, and the images, but to the Gods. Kai yap tvrauQx o. TOIS aya^aaiy Svovrtf 
CVK awn uXn SVOIKTI xai raxg f i w c i v , a X X a roif Stoig. 

s Heat here fignifies the anagogic power of the foul, or that power which elevates her to in
telligibles. 

9 taking 
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taking place, the quill of the wing fwells, and endeavours to burft forth, 
through the whole form of the foul: for the whole was formerly winged. 
The whole, therefore, in this cafe, becomes fervid, and leaps upward. 
And as infants, during the growth of their teeth, are tormented with the 
friction and pain of their gums, in the fame manner is the foul affected 
with refpect to the mooting forth of its wings : for it becomes fubject to an 
immoderate heat, titillation, and torment. When, therefore, it beholds 
the beauty of fome human form, then imbibing the parts which flow from 
thence, and which is on this account called defire, it becomes irrigated and 
heated, ceafes to be in pain, and rejoices. But when it is feparated from this 
vifion of beauty, and becomes dry through heat, then the orifices of the 
paffages through which the feathers endeavoured to fhoot forth, being clofed, 
impede the offspring of the wing. But thefe being fhut in together with 
defire, and leaping about like things fubject to palpitation^ ftrike againft the 
avenues of their progreflion. Hence, the whole foul, becoming pierced on 
all fides in a circle, is agitated with fury, and tormented ; but, through the 
memory of the beautiful, again exults with delight. But, from the mixture 
of both thefe, it is grievoufly tormented, through the novelty of the paflion, 
and becomes dubious and raging; and, while it is thus furious, can neither 
fleep by night, nor abide any where by day ; but runs about agitated by de
f i r e , wherever there is any probability of obtaining the vifion of beauty. But 
beholding the beloved beautiful object, and deducing defire, as through a 
channel, it now frees from confinement what was before inclofed ; and, by 
this means enjoying the benefit of refpiration, is liberated from its incite
ments and parturitions. For the prefent, therefore, it reaps the advantage 
of this moft delicious pleafure ; by which it is fo charmed, that it would 
never voluntarily depart from its allurements, nor doe#s it efteem any thing fo 
much as this beloved beauty, but delivers over tooblivion its parents, brethren, 
and friends ; and, befides this, confiders the diflipation of its poffeflions through 
negligence as a thing of no confequence, and perfectly defpifes thofe legal 
inftitutions and decencies in which it formerly gloried ; and is always prepared 
for every kind of fervitude and fubjection, fo that it may be near to the ob
ject of its defire. For, befides reverencing that which poffefles beauty, it 
finds that this alone is the phyfician of its greateft difeafes. 

This paflion therefore, O beautiful youth, which is the fubject of my 
2 u 2 prefent 
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prefent difcourfe, is called* by men Love 1 : but if you mould hear how it is 
denominated by the Gods, you would probably laugh, on account of your 
youth. But I think that certain Homerics aifert, from fome recondite 
verfes, that there are two poems upon Love, one of which calls him per
fectly injurious, and not very elegant; but they celebrate him as follows: 

By men Love's flying called ; but, forced to fly, 
He's named the winged, by the powers on high. 

In thefe it is partly lawful to believe, and partly not. This however is the 
caufe, and the pa'flion of lovers. When any one, therefore, of the atten
dants upon Jupiter 1 is taken captive, fuch a one is able to bear with greater 
firmnefs the burthen of this winged God : but fuch as are fubfervient to 
Mar's 3 , and revolve in conjunction with that deity, when they are enfnared 
by love, and think that they are in any refpect treated unjuftly by their be
loved, they are eafily incited to (laughter, and are ready to deitroy both 
themfelves and the objects of their regard. And thus every one honours the 
God, round whom he harmonioufly revolves, and imitates his life as much 

1 Plato, fays Hermeas, withes to etymologize the name of Love, viz. the paffion which i« in-
generated in us from the beautiful. This paflion is called by men Love, from flowing inward, but 
by the Gods winged, from its giving wings to the foul. But Plato, fays Hermeas, calls Homeric* 
thofe that fing the verfes of Homer. He alfo denominates the above verfes recondite, wifhing to 
indicate the concealed, divine, and arcane nature of the aflertion. 

* For all the gifts of Jupiter, fays Hermeas, are firm, ftable, and always fubfift after the fame 
manner. 

3 For Mars is the fource of divifion and motion. But it is neceffary to know this unirerfally, 
fays Hermeas, that whatever is imparted by any divinity is received according to the peculiar 
aptitude of the recipient. Thus, for inftance, fays he, Venus beftows friendfhip and union ; but 
fince the illumination imparted by the Goddefs is mingled with matter, the recipient often per
verts her gift, and friendfhip becomes adultery, from being vicioully received. For things are 
imparted in one way by the Gods, and are received in another by their participants. Thus alfo, 
when different fubftanees become the recipients of the folar heat, one of thefe is liquefied as wax, 
and another is hardened as clay : for each receives what is given according to its proper eflence,, 
though the folar light has a uniform fubfiftence. 

Hermeas adds, it may alfo be faid, fpeaking more theoretically, that theflaughier which is here 
afcribed to Mars, fignifies a divulfion from matter, through rapidly turning from it, and no lon
ger energizing phyfically, but intellectually. For flaughter, when applied to the Gods, may be 
faid to be an apoftacy from fecondary natures, juft as flaughter here fignifies a privation of the 
prefent life. 

f as 
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as poffible, and as long as he remains free from corruption : and after this 
manner he lives here his firfl: generation, and aflbciates with, and conducts 
himfelf towards, his beloved and others. Every one, therefore, choofes 
the love of beauty after his own fafhion, and, as if he confidered it with re
fpecl to himfelf a God, he fabricates and adorns it like a flatue, and as that 
which is the object of his adoration and facrifice. Such, therefore, as are 
the followers of Jupiter feek after a foul belonging to this God for the ob
ject of their affection. Hence, they confider whether he is naturally philo
fophic, and adapted to command ; and when they find their beloved with' 
fuch difpofitions, they endeavour by all poffible means to render him com
pletely fuch. If, therefore, they have not already endeavoured to obtain 
what they defire, then, through the incitements of love, they anxioufly -ft-rive 
for its poffeffion ; learning by what means it may be acquired ; and invefti-
gating by themfelves how to difcover the nature of their proper deity, they 
at length find it, through being con elled to look with vehemence towards 
their prefiding God. But when the / become connected with him through 
memory, and are agitated by a divir ; influence, they receive from him man
ners and purfuits, as far it is pofnT-c for man to participate of divinity. And 
as they confider the object of t] •> ir love as the caufe of all this, their love 
becomes ftill more vehement. If, too, they draw their afflatus from Jupiter, 
then, like the female priefteffcs of Bacchus, they pour their enthufiafm into 
the foul of their beloved, and by this means become as much as poffible 
moft fimilar to their ruling God. But fuch as follow Juno 1 feek after a 
royal foul; which when they have difcovered, they act in every refpect to
wards it in a manner fimilar to the attendant on Jupiter. But the followers 
of Apollo, and of each of the other Gods, imitating their feveral deities, 
feek after a beloved object who is naturally affected like themfelves. This 
when they have obtained, both by imitation, perfuafion, and elegant man
ners, they endeavour by all means to lead their beloved to the purfuits and 
idea of their peculiar God ; not, indeed, by employing envy and illiberal 
malevolence towards the objects of their affection, but by endeavouring to 
conduct them to a perfect fimilitude to the God whom they particularly adore. 

1 Of the two divinities, Juno and Apollo, that are here mentioned, fays Hermeas, the former 
Converts all things through empire, and the latter leads all things to fymphony and union. 

The 
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T h e willing defire, therefore, and end of true lovers, if they obtain the ob

ject of their purfuit, is fuch as I have defcribed : and thus they become 

illuftrious and blefled, through the fury of love towards the beloved, when 

the beloved object is once obtained. 

But every one w h o is allured is captivated in the following manner. In 

the beginning of this fable we al igned a triple divifion to every foul; and 

w e eftablifhcd two certain fpecies as belonging to the form of the horfes, 

and confidered the charioteer as the third ipecies. Let this divifion, there

fore, remain the fame for us at prefent. But one of the horfes, \vc faid, 

was good, and the other not. But we have not yet declared what the virtue 

is of the good horfe, or the vice of the bad one ; it is therefore proper that 

w e mould now declare it. T h e good horfe 2 , therefore, fubfifts in a more 

beautiful 

• Socrates having fpoken concerning that love which fubfifts according to rectitude, and alfo 
concerning that which fubfifts according to a deviation from rectitude, and having, therefore, 
difcuffed the extremes, he now wifhes to fpeak about the media, viz. temperate and intemperate 
love. As, therefore, he fpeaks of the foul confidered as aflbciating with the body, he very properly 
gives to it other horfes : for, in proportion as the foul defcends into generation, and approaches 
to thefe tempeftuous realms, flic receives a greater number of veftments.* Hence, he difcourfes 
concerning other horfes, viz. fuch as poflefs a habitude to this body, and participate of its vital 
pafhons. For the f^ul while flic lives in the intelligible world has other horfes, which are 
characterized by famenefs and tlijfe) cucc. This indeed is evident, for antient theology gives 
horfes even to the Gods themfelves. Now, therefore, he confidcrs other horfes, viz. anger and 
defire, and calls his difcourfe concerning them afa'.-lc, which he did not before, when fpeaking 
of the horfes of divine natures, and of the human foul herfelf when liberated from this terrene 
body. The reafon of this, as Hermeas beautifully obferves, is, becaufe the foul is in this body 
as in a ficlim. For the whole apparent body with which we are furrounded, and all the vifible 
order of things, is fimilar to a fiible. Very properly, therefore, does Socrates, wifhing to fpeak 
conccrring the habitude, proximity, or alliance of the foul to this body, call his difcourfe a fable. 
But he did not call what he faid prior to this a fable, becaufe the foul while living on high with the 
Gods had other horfes. He alio here calls the rational foul «wox»*0f> of the nature nf a (h-.victccr, 
and not vvioxos, a charioteer, as in what he faid prior to this ; fignifying that the rational foul in 
the prefent body only imitates a charioteer. In fpeaking of the horfes, too, he ufes the word 
lv7roy.of<p'j), or having thrform of horfes, and not imrot, horfes, as before. For the energies of the 
foul in conjunction with body are not fuch as when flic î  united with intelligibles. 

2 The divine Plato, fays Hermeas, diftiibules the parts of the foul into ditV rent parts of the 
body. Hence, confukring intellect and the reafoning power as analogous to the ruler of a city, 
he eftablifhes them in the brain : for the brain is fj herical, and man is a microcofm. He makes 
the brain, therefore, analogous to the heavens. In the next place, fince anger is naturally more 

noble 
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bcnutifial condition, is crcft, well-articulated, has its neck lofty, its nofe 
fomewhat aqnilii.c, its colour white, and its eves black. It is likewife a 
lover of honour 1 , together with temperance and modefty ; is the companion 
of true opinion, is not whipped, and is only to be governed by exhortation 
and reafon. But the bad one is crooked a , various, rafh in its motions, lYifF 

and 

noble than dcf.re, ami is analogous to thofe in a city that fight for its defence, and reprefs what
ever is difovderly and tumultuous in it, and whom he calls auxiliar'ns; fince anger alfo reproves 
and oppofes defire,—hence he fixes it in the heart, that it may be in the vcflibules of reafon, being 
only feparated from the brain by that interval the neck. But the defiderativc part, as being irra
tional and fimilar to the mercenary tribe and the multitude in a city, he places in the liver, as an 
afs at a manger. Anger, therefore, is more noble than defire, as being nearer to reafon; and 
hence it has a better Ration, for it is arranged in a better region. Pie fays, therefore, in the firft 
place concerning anger, that it is more beautiful, and is imprcfted with forms, at one time from 
the body, and at another fiom the manners and the foul. He calls it Jlraight, becaufe it receives 
the meafures of reafon*, well-articulated, i. e. of a diftincl, and not of a mixed nature ; and hav
ing its tie'ch lofty, i. e. always extending itfelf, and defpifing things of a worfe condition. He 
alfo fays that it has an aquiline rrfc, indicating by this it- royal nature : for the hooked or aqui
line, fays Hermeas, is always given by Plato to that which is royal and noble ; and the aquiline 
is of a more elegant form than the flat nofe. He adds, that it is white to the view ; indicting 
that it is moft fplendid and fhining with beauty ; alfo, that its eyes are black, viz. inveftigating 
things profound, and wifning to furvey unapparent and intelligible natures : for he calls the un
apparent black. 

1 Plato having related the prerogatives which the better of the two horfes pofTefies from the 
body, now enumerates thofe which it pofTefies from the foul. Honour, then, is the greateft of 
goods, as he fays in the Laws •, but nothing evil is honourable. On which account alfo we ho
nour Divinity. The good horfe, therefore, is a lover of honour ; that is, it afpires after form 
and the good. But it alfo loves honour in conjunction with temperance, i . e . it pofTefies thefe 
prerogatives of the foul, performs things pertaining to itfelf, and is not willing to be filled with 
the contrary. It is likewife only to be governed by reafon and exhortation, as being near to rea
fon, and directing by its meafures all the meafures of its own life. 

1 Plato here fpeaks concerning the worfe of the two horfes, and imitates its mingled nature. 
For he no longer fpeaks firft concerning the prerogatives of the body, and afterwards concerning 
thofe of the foul, but he confufes the order. In oppofition, therefore, to what he had aflerted 
of the more noble horfe, he fays of this, that it is crooked, as being characleriftic of defire; for 
defire is fimilar to a wild beaft : various, for this epithet alfo is accommodated to defire, which is 
multiform, and the friend of niultiiule; and rafh in it! motions, as being hurried alone, by cafual 
impulfe. He alfo adds, that it is Jlijf', indicating by this its refijl.ng nature: that it is Jlr,rt-
necled, as being abject, living according t- defire, and not afpiring after honour: jl<t~nofed, as 
being vile, grovelling, and not royal: tf a black colour, as being dark, and not clear and finning 
like the other : having its eyes gray, as being only fuperficially fplendid, and poflefling intellections 

only 
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and fhort-necked, flat-nofed, of a black colour, having its eyes gray, and 
being full of blood ; is the companion of injury and arrogance, has its ears 
hairy and deaf, and is fcarcely obedient to the whip and the fpur. W h e n , 
therefore, the charioteer beholds the amatory eye inflaming all the foul, 
th rough fenfible perception, and filling it with the incentives of titillation and 
defire, then , as always, the horfe which is obedient to the charioteer, vio
lently checking its motions, through fhame r e t r a i n s itfelf from leaping on 
the beloved object. But the other cannot be held back, either by the fpur 
or w h i p of the char io teer ; but hurries along violently, leaping and exult
ing , and, fully employing the charioteer and its affociate, compels both of 
t h e m to rufli along wi th it to venereal delight. Both thefe, however, rcfift 
its violence from the beginning, and indignantly endure to be thus com
pelled to fuch dire and lawlefs conduct. But at length , when there is no 
end of the malady, in confequence of being borne along by compulfion, they 
n o w give way, content to do wha t they are ordered, and deliver themfelves 
up to the furvey of the fplendid afpect of the beloved. But the charioteer, 
from a vifion of this kind, recovers the memory of the nature of beauty, 
and again perceives it firmly eftablifhed, together with temperance, in a pure, 
and holy 1 feat. In confequence, however , of fuch a perception he is ter
rified, and through reverence falls fupine, and at the fame t ime is compelled 
to draw back the reins with fuch vehemence , that both the horfes fall upon 
their hips ; the one indeed willingly, through his not making any refinance ; 
but the other wi th arrogant oppofition, through his ex t reme unwillingnefs 
to comply. But when they have departed to a greater diftance in their 
courfe, the one , th rough fhame and aftonifhment, moiftens all the foul with 
Avea t ; but the other, being liberated from the pain which he had fulfered 
through the bridle and the fall, is fcarcely able to breathe, and, full of anger, 
reviles the charioteer and his partner in the courfe, as deferting order and 

only as far as to the phantafy: being full of blood, i. e. being moft allied to generation : the com
panion of injury and arrogance, as poflefling properties directly contrary to the other horfe; for that 
was the affociate of temperance and modefty: has its ears hairy and deaf, as being unobedient, and 
often hearing a thing without attending to it: and, laflly, is fcarcely obedient to the whip and the 

fpur, as not capable of being benefited by exhortation. 
1 i. e. In the intelligible; for fuch is the intelligible region, fince the beauties which arc here 

are ;iot genuinely beautiful. 

the 
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the compact through effeminacy and fear; and again compelling them to 
proceed, though perfectly unwilling, he fcarcely complies with them, re
queuing fome delay. But when the appointed time for which the delay 
was granted arrives, and which they feign themfelves to have forgotten, then 
the vicious horfe, violently urging, neighing, and hurrying them away, com
pels them to addrefs the beloved again in the fame language as before. 
When , therefore, they approach near, then bending and extending his tail, 
and champing the bridle, he draws them along with importunate impu
dence. But the charioteer, being ftill more affected in this manner, and 
falling down as it were from the goal, pulls back the reins with frill greater 
violence from the teeth of the injurious horfe, repreffes his reviling tongue 
and bloody jaws, fixes his legs and hips on the ground, and thus torments 
him for his behaviour. But when the vicious horfe has often endured a 
punifhment of this kind, he is at length rendered humble and fubmiffive, 
and follows the providential directions of the charioteer; fo that he is loft 
as it were on ^:eing a beautiful object. Hence it fometimes happens, that the 
foul of a lover i Hows its beloved with reverence and fear, and that the lover 
pays it every kii. 1 of obfervance and attention as if it was equal to a God ; 
and this not with any diflimulation, but in confequence of being really thus 
affected: fo t h a t , when the beloved happens to be naturally a friend, then 
his friendfhip <v.-nfpires into one with that of his obfequious lover. 

If, therefore, in fome former period of time, he has been deceived by his 
affociates, or by fome other pcrfons, afferting that it was bafe to be familiar 
with a lover, and has on this account rejected his lover; yet advancing age, 
and the wants of nature, lead him to the converfe of love. For it was 
never decreed by fate, either that the evil fhould be a friend to the evil, 
or that the good fhould not be a friend to the good. W h e n , therefore, the 
youth admits his lover to an intimate familiarity with him, then the bene
volence of the lover aftonifhes the beloved, in confequence of perceiving 
that all other friends and affociates exhibit no portion of friendfhip which 
can be compared with that of a friend divinely infpired. But when the 
lover continues to act in this manner for a long fpace of time, living with 
his beloved in high familiarity, frequently touching him in gymnaftics and 
other affociations, then the fountain of that effluxion which Jupiter, when 
enamoured with Ganymedes, denominated defire, flreaming abundantly 

VOL, i n . 2 x towards 
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towards the lover, is partly infufed into h im, and partly through its exuberance 
flows forth externally. And as air, or a certain echo, when received by 
fmooth and folid bodies, is again impelled to the place from whence it p ro 
ceeded ; fo this effluxion of beauty, flowing back again to the beautiful 
through the eyes, as it is naturally adapted to penetrate into the foul, and 
S imula t e the avenues of the wings , now irrigates, and excites them to 
moot forth their feathers, and fills the foul of the beloved wi th love. Hence 
he loves, but is doubtful concerning what he loves ; and neither knows what 
he fuffers, nor is able to relate i t : but juft like an eye infected with the 
vifion of another eye which is difeafed, he is unable to affign the caufe of 
his malady, and is ignorant that he beholds himfelf in his lover, as in a 
mi r ro r . H e n c e , when his lover is prefent, he , like h im, ceafes to be in pain ; 
but , when he is abfent, he defires in the fame manner as he is defired, pof-
ieffing, inftead of love, nothing more than an image of love ; and he deno
mina tes it , and th inks that it is not love, but friendfhip. H e defires, there
fore, in a m a n n e r fimilar to his lover, though more feebly, to fee, to touch, 
to love, to fit t oge the r ; and , as it is reafonable to fuppofe, he performs all 
this afterwards wi th the greateft celerity. Hence , in their moft int imate 
affociations, the in tempera te horfe of the lover calls on the charioteer, and 
tells h im that he ought to be gratified wi th a fmall degree of pleafure, as 
the reward of fuch mighty labours : but the fame horfe of the beloved has, 
indeed, no th ing to fay; but, diftended and dubious, it embraces the lover, 
full of vehement benevolence towards h im, and is prepared to comply in 
every refpecl wi th the defires of the beloved. But the conjoined horfe, 
together wi th the char ioteer , refifts this familiarity th rough reafon and 
fhame. If, therefore, the better parts of the dianoetic power obtaining the 
victory lead the lovers to an orderly and philofophic mode of conduct, then 
they pafs through the prefent life With felicity and concord, fubduing 
themfelves, and adorned with modeft manners ; the vicious part of the foul 
being in fubjection, and the vir tuous, free. But , arr iving at the end of the 
prefent life, they become winged and light, in confequence of being victors 
in one of the truly Olympic contefts 1 ; a greater good than which, neither 

human 

1 Thefe contefts are denominated Olympic, not from the mountain Olympus, but from Olym
pus, heaven. But he who philofophizes truly becomes the victor in three contefts. In the firft 

place, 
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human temperance, nor divine fury, can extend to m a n . But if they lead 
a more arrogant and nnphilofophic life, but at the fame t ime united wi th 
ambition, their intemperate horfe will perhaps lead their unguarded 1buls 
into intoxication, or fome other indolent habits ; caufe them to embrace 
thofe delights which the mult i tude confider as the moft blelTed of all plea-
fures ; and will fix them in continual endeavours to gain the object of their 
defire. T h e y will , therefore, exercife themfelves in thefe delights, but this , 
however, rarely ; becaufe the whole of the dianoetic nature does not con-
fent to fuch enjoyments. Thefe too will live in friendfhip with each other , 
as well as the former, through the external effluxion of love, but in a lefs 
fervent degree ; thinking that they ought both to give and receive from 
each other the greateft confidence, which it is unlawful to diffolve, and by 
this means become enemies inftead of friends. But , in their exit from the 
prefent body, they will not be winged indeed, but will be excited to emi t 
their pinions ; fo that they will carry with them no fmall reward of a m a 
tory fury. For the law forbids thofe who are now beginning the celeftial 
progreffion, to enter into darknefs, and the fubterranean journey ; but orders 
them, in confequence of leading a fplendid life, to be happy with each other 
during their progrefiions ; and that , when they are fimilarly winged, this 
fhall take place for the fake of love. Such then, O young man , fo n u m e 
rous, and fo divine are the benefits which the friendfhip of a lover will 
confer on you. But the familiarity of one who is void of love, being mingled 
with mortal temperance, and difpenfing mortal and niggardly concerns , will 
generate in the foul of its friendly affociate that illiberality which is con
fidered as virtue by the vulgar, and will caufe it to wander for nine thou
fand years with a rolling motion upon and under the earth. 

place, he fubjects all the inferior powers of his foul to intellect; in the fecond place, he obtains 
wifdom, in conjunction with divine fury ; and, in the third place, recovering his wings, he flies 
away to his kindred flar. But if any one, through the generofity of his nature, happens to be 
more propenfe to love, and yet has not been from the beginning philofophically and morally 
educated, and hence, after he has been enfnared by love, gives way perhaps to venereal delights j 
fuch a one, in confequence of a lapfe of this kind, cannot recover his wings entire, yet, on 
account of the wonderful anagogic power of love, he will be prepared for their recovery. Hence, 
when in a courfe of time he has amputated his luft, and, retaining the fublimity of love,has formed 
a virtuous friendfhip, he will not after the prefent life be precipitated into the loweft region of 
punifhment, but will be purified in the air, till he has philofophized in the higheft degree; 

2 x 2 A n d 
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And thus , O beloved Love, through the impulfe of Phaedrus, we have ren
dered and extended to thee a recantat ion, clothed in poetic figures and expref-
fions, in the moft beautiful and beft manner we are able to accomplish. 
Where fo re , pardoning what we before afferted, and gratefully 1 receiving our 
prefent difcourfe, cont inue benignantly and propitioufly the amatory art 2 

which yon have conferred on me, neither taking away nor diminifhing its pof-
feffion through avenging anger. But grant , that among fuch as are beauti
ful I may yet be more honoured than at prefent. And if Phaedrus and I 
have formerly faid any thing fevere againft thy divinity, grant that , accufing 
Lyfias as the author of fuch a difcourle, wc may defift from all fuch affertions 
in future ; and befides this, gracioufly convert him to the ftudy of philofophy, 
l ike his brother Polemarchus, fo that this lover of his may no longer tend 
hi ther and thither, without any ftability, as is the cafe at prefent, but may 
ingenuouily pais his life in future, in conjunction wi th love and philofophic 
difcourfes. 

PHJEDR. I unite with you in prayer, Socrates, if it is better that all this 
fhould happen to us. But I have fome t ime fince wondered at your dif
courfe ; as it fo far furpaffes that which was formerly delivered, that I am 
afraid, left Lyfias himfelf fhould appear but mean, if he is defirous to enter 
the lifts againft another . And , indeed, but lately a very principal perfon 
in the commonwea l th branded h im with this very ep i the t ; calling h im, 
through the whole of his accufation, nothing more than a compofer of 
orations. Perhaps, therefore, he will defift through ambition from wri t ing 
any more . 

S o c . You affert, O young man , a ridiculous opinion ; and you very much 
wander from the intention of your affociate, if you think him fo extremely 
timid : but perhaps you think that his rcviler has fpoken the t ruth in what 
he has faid againft h im. 

1 It is well obferved here by Hermeas, that Socrates ufes the word gratefully, not as if the 
Gods received any favour from us, but becaufe we gratify ourfelves through worshipping the 
divinities, in confequence of becoming allied to and familiar with them. 

2 Should it be alked why Socrates now calls that an art which he had before denominated 
enthufiajlic, we reply with Hermeas, that he fays this becaufe it is neceffary to excite the artificial 
theorems which we poffefs, and thus afterwards receive the illuminations from the Gods. 

PHTEDR. 
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PHJEDR. TO me it appears fo indeed, Socrates: and you yourfelf know, 
that the mod: powerful and venerable in a city are aftiamed to compofe 
orations, and to leave their writings behind them, dreading the opinion of 
nofterity, left they fhould be called fophifts. 

Soc . You are ignorant, Phaedrus, that the proverb, A couch is (ileafant, 
is derived from that long curvature which is about the Ni le 1 : and, 
befides this, you are ignorant that the moft prudent of politicians particu
larly love to compofe orations, and to leave their writings behind them ; 
and are fo fond of thofe who extol their works, as to give the firft place i a 
their writings to fuch as celebrate their produ6tions every where. 

PHJEDR. How do you mean? For I do not underftand you. 
S o c . What, do not you know that, in the beginning of a politician's book, 

the very firft thing that makes its appearance is the perfon by whom the 
book is praifed ? 

PHJEDR. HOW? 
S o c . W h y , it fays, that it is approved by the council, or the people, or by 

both. And he who fays this, fays it, at the fame time extremely reve
rencing and celebrating himfelf as the author. But after this he fpeaks in 
fuch a manner as to fhow his wifdom to his admirers, and fometimes 
accomplifhes this in a very long difcourfe. Does this, therefore, appear to 
you to be any thing elfe than a written oration ? 

PHJEDR. It docs not. 
Soc . If, therefore, this happens to be approved, he departs rejoicing from 

the theatre, like a poet. But if it fhould be rejected, and he fhould be 
excluded from compofing orations, and fhould be confidered as unworthy to 
be an author, both he and his friends are afflicted on the account. 

PHJEDR. And, indeed, very much fo. 
S o c . In this, therefore, it is fufficiently evident, that they do not defpife 

a ftudy of this kind, but hold it in the higheft: eftimation. 
PHJEDR. Entirely fo. 
Soc . But what, when a rhetorician, or a king, acquires an ability like 

1 This is faid according to that figure in Rhetoric which is called avritppaais, or oppofition : for 
this long curvature about the Nile, according to Hermeas, was a place where there was much 
moleftation. 

that 
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that of Lycurgus, or Solon, or Darius, fo as to he reckoned an immortal 
writer by the city, will he not think himfelf equal to a God, while he is yet 
alive ? and will not pofterity entertain the fame opinion refpecting him, 
upon furveying his writings ? 

PHJEDR. Very much fo. 
Soc. Do you think then that any fuch perfon, however malevolent he 

may be, would revile Lyfias, merely becaufe he is a writer ? 
PHJEDR. It does not feem probable from what you have faid : for he 

would revile, as it appears, his own purfuit. 
Soc. From hence, therefore, it muft: be evident to every one, that no 

one is fcandalous merely from compofing orations. 
PH2EDR. For how fhould he ? 
Soc But this I think is in reality fhameful, not to write and fpeak in a 

becoming manner, but fhamefully and vicioufly. 
PH^DR. Evidently fo. What then is the mode of writing well and ill ? 
Soc. Have we not occafion, Phasdrus, to inquire this of Lyfias or of fome 

other, who has either at any time written any thing, or is about to write; 
whether his compofition is political, or on private fubjects; whether it is in 
meafure like the works of a poet, or without meafure like thofe of a private 
perfon ? 

PHJEDR. DO you afk, if we have not occafion ? For what purpofe, as I 
may fay, is our very life, but for the fake of pleafures of this kind ? For, 
certainly, it is not for the fake of thofe pleafures which pain muff, 
neceffarily antecede, or elfe no pleafure would fubfift; which is nearly the 
cafe with all pleafures refpecting the body. And, on this account, they are 
very juftJy denominated fervile. 

Soc But we have leifure, as it appears: and the grafhoppers feem to me 
finging over our heads, as in the heat, and, difcourfing with one another, to 
look alfo upon us. If, therefore, they fhould behold us, like the multitude, 
not difcourfing in mid-day, but fleeping and allured by their finging, through 
the indolence of our dianoetic power, they might very juftly deride us ; think
ing that certain flaves had taken up their abode with them, in order to flcep 
like cattle by the fide of the fountain during the fervour of the meridian 
fun. But if they perceive us engaged in difcourfe, and not captivated by 

o their 
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their allurements as if they were Syrens, but failing by them to our deftined 
port, perhaps they will rejoice to beftow upon us that gift which, by the 
confent of the Gods, they are able to deliver to men. 

PHJEDR. But what gift is this which they poflefs ? For I do not recollect 
that I ever heard what it is 1. 

Soc. And yet it is not proper that a man ltudious of the Mufes (hould be 
ignorant of things of this kind. But it is faid that thefe infects were for
merly men *, before the Mufes had a being ; that when the Mufes made their 
appearance, and had given birth to the fong, fome of thefe were fo enfnared 
by the pleafure which it produced, that through finging they neglected the 
proper fuftenance of the body, and, thus waiting away, at length perifhed : 
but that from thefe the race of grafhoppers was produced, who received this 

1 According to Jamblichus and Hermeas, daemons are fignified by the grafhoppers in this fable\ 
and this is by no means wonderful, fince in the preceding part of this dialogue, which is full of 
allegory, fomething more divine than daemons is implied by the horfes of the Gods. Befides, the 
office which i s here afligned to grafhoppers perfectly correfponds with the employment which 
Plato in the Banquet attributes to benevolent daemons: for they ftand as it were over our heads, 
difcourfe with each other, and in the mean time fpeculate our affairs, difapprove our evil deeds, 
and commend fuch as are good-, all which is likewife confirmed by Hefiod in his Works and Days. 
Befides, they receive divine gifts, and deliver them to us, approach to the Mufes, and relate our 
actions to the Gods. In confequence of this correfpondence, Jamblichus and Hermeas conclude 
with great probability that aerial daemons are fignified in this place by grafhoppers. For, as thefe 
animals live perpetually finging, and imbibe the air through a found of this kind ; fo beneficent 
aerial daemons live in the air, through perpetually celebrating divine natures. 

2 According to Hermeas, the interpretation of this place by the divine Jamblichus is as follows : 
Socrates calls men fouls dwelling in the intelligible world: for fouls before they live a mortal life 
abide on high in the intelligible, contemplating forms themfelves together with the fupermundane 
Gods. Thus then men were before the Mufes had a being, that is, before the fpheres and the fenfi
ble world ; not that the term before, fignifies here temporal precedency, but a fubfiftence • prior to 
this apparent progreffion of the fpheres. For this is the generation of the Mufes, an apparent fub
fiftence, proceeding from the demiurgus into the fenfible world. The Mufes, therefore, and the 
fpheres, the fenfible world, and the whole foul of the univerfe, and the partial fouls of men, had a 
confubfiftent progreflion. Thefe fouls, too, as being recently born, and remembering what they had 
feen in the intelligible region, were averfe to generation, and were unwilling to eat and drink, 
i. e. were not willing to partake of fenfible opinion; for they pofTeffed intelligible nutriment. 
Hence, wafting away, they at length perifhed, i. e. they reafcended to the intelligible. 

* Viz. an unapfarer.t fubfiftence : for this is prior to an apparent fubfiftence j in the fame way as every 
taufe, fo far as it is a caufe, is prior to its effect, though it may be temporally confubfiftent with it. 

o-ifV 
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gift 1 from the Mufes , tha t they '/hould never want nut r iment , but mould 

cont inue finging without meat or drink till they died ; and that after death 

they fhould depart to the Mufes, and inform them what Mufe was honoured 

by fome part icular perfon among us. H e n c e that , by acquainting Terpfi-

chore with thofe who reverence her in the dance % they render her pro

pitious to fuch. By informing E r a t o of her votaries, they render her 

favourable in ama to ry c o n c e r n s ; and the reft in a fimilar manner , accord

ing to the fpecies of veneration belonging to each. But that they announce 

to the moft ant ient Calliope, and after her to Urania, thofe who have lived 

in the exercife of philofophy, and have cultivated the mufic over which they 

prefide; thefe Mufes more than all the reft being converfant with the 

heavens, and wi th both divine and human difcourfe ; and fending forth the 

1 He who lives according to intellect, fays Hermeas, who is a lover of the Mufes, and a phi-
lofopher, in confequence of wifhing to reafcend to the Gods, does not require the care of the 
body and of a corporeal life; but confiders thefe as nothing, being defirous to be feparated from 
them. For he meditates death, i. e. a departure from the prefent life, as he knows that the body 
molefts and impedes the energies of intellect. But the gift which is here mentioned fignifies the 
foul becoming the attendant of its proper God. Hermeas adds : It is however necefTary to know 
that a divine nature is prefent to all things without a medium, but that we are incapable of being 
conjoined with divinity, without the medium of a demoniacal nature; juft as we behold the light 
of the fun through the miniflrant intervention of the air. 

2 Dancing here muft not be understood literally, as if Terpfichore was propitious to thofe who 
engage in that kind of dancing which is the object of fenfe; for this would be ridiculous. We 
muft fay, therefore, as Hermeas beautifully obferves, that there are divine dances: in the firft 
place, that of the Gods; in the fecond place, that of divine fouls: in the third place, the revo
lution of the celeftial divinities, viz. of the feven planets, and the inerratic fphere, is called a 
dance : in the fourth place, thofe who are initiated in the myfteries* perform a certain dance: 
and, in the laft place, the whole life of a philofopher is a dance. Terpfichore, therefore, is the 
infpective guardian of all dancing. Who then are thofe that honour the goddefs in the dance? 
Not thofe who dance well, but thofe who live well through the whole of the prefent exiltence, 
elegantly arranging their life, and dancing in fymphony with the univerfe. Erato, fays Hermeas, 
is denominated from Love, and from making the works of Love, lovely : for fhe cooperates with 
Love. Calliope is denominated from the eye (napa rnv ona); and Urania prefides over aftronomy. 
Through thefe two goddefTes we preferve our rational part from being in fubjeclion to the irra
tional nature. For, through fight furveying the order of the celeftial Gods, we properly arrange our 
irrational part. And further ftill, through rhythms, philofophy, and hearing, we elegantly dif-
pofe that which we contain of the diforderly and void of rhythm. 

* EcrejTa nai t\Tav9a oi nXovptm T O I J $ E O » ; x°P£l<xv
 T N ' A d7roreXovffiv ev roii nu77Yipioi$. 
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moft beautiful voice. On many accounts, therefore, it is neceflary to rfay 
fomething, and not to fleep in mid-day. 

PHJEDR. It is neceflary, indeed. 
Soc. Let us, therefore, confider what wc lately fpoke of, wiz. after what 

manner any one may both fpeak and write properly, or improperly. 
PHJEDR. By all means. 
Soc. Is it not, therefore, neceffary, that he who is about to fpeak with 

propriety fhould poflefs a true * dianoetic perception of that which is the 
fubjecl of his difcourfe ? 

PHJEDR. I have heard, my dear Socrates, that it is not neceflary that he 
who engages in the profeflion of an orator fhould learn what is truly juft *t 

1 Plato here teaches how to write, and what the mode is of writing and fpeaking well or ill, 
making the problem more univerfal and fcientific, after having referred the whole beginning of 
the difcourfe to the Mufes and the Gods. But as that which is diftorted is judged of by a rule, 
and that which is not ftraight by the ftraight, fo that which is falfe can only be accurately known 
•by truth. Hence, he fays, in fpeaking or writing well, it is neceflary that truth, and a know
ledge of the fubject, (hould precede as the leaders. For he who does not know the truth of a thing 
fpeaks conjedturally about it. Three things, therefore, are faid to be prefent with thofe who 
fpeak or write. Firft, a knowledge of the truth. In the fecond place, an ability of making one 
thing many, which is the bufinefs of the divifive method : for by this we know the various figni-
fications of the thing propofed, if it fhould happen to be many, whether it is homonymous or 
fynonymous, whether genus or fpecies, and the like. There muft neceffarily, therefore, be the 
divifive method. In the third place, the many muft be collected into one, which is the bufinefs of 
the analytic and definitive methods : for to be able to collect many things into one fentence, is to 
give the definition of a thing. Afterwards, the compofition and ornament of the difcourfe muft 
fucceed. Thefe, then, as the inftruments of fpeaking and writing, ought to be known before 
every thing, viz. the nature and the cfTence, or, in other words, the truth of a thing. For thus 
we fhall know how we ought to proceed, whether through fuch things as are true, or through 
fuch as are aflimilated to the truth. For he who does not know the truth, but only has an opinion 
concerning it, like thofe who poffefs popular rhetoric, will often perfuade his hearers to the con
trary of what he wifhes. 

Afterwards, the philofopher relates how many goods are derived from true rhetoric, and how 
many evils happen from that which is falfely denominated. 

* There are three parts of rhetoric, tb.it which counfels, (TO <7<*tCovXivn*ov), the forenfic, ( T O 

XtMctwtov), and the panegyric, (TO <7raw\yv^Ho\). And with refpecl to the ends of thefe three, the 
juft is the end of the forenfic ; good4 of that which counfels ; and beauty, of the panegyric. 
According to oppofition, likewife, the juft and the unjuft are the ends of the forenfic j good and 
evil of that which confultsj and the beautiful (and the bafe, of the panegyric. A certain dupli
city alfo appears about each of thefe : about the forenfic, accufation and defence; about that 
which confults, exhortation and dehortation j and, about the panegyric, praife and blame. 
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but only that which appears fb to the multitude, who undertake to judge ; 
nor, again, what is truly good or beautiful, but only what appears to be fo: 
for that perfuafion is derived from thefe, and not from truth, 

Soc The fayings of the wife, Phaedrus, are by no means to be defpifed, 
but we mould rather confider the meaning of their affertions; and, confe
quently, we muft not pafs by what you have now faid, 

PHJEDR. YOU fpeak properly. 
Soc. Let us then confider this matter as follows. 
PHJEDR. HOW ? 
Soc Suppofe I fhould perfuade you to fight your enemies on horfeback, 

but at the fame time both of us fhould be ignorant what a horfe is ; and 
that I only fhould know refpecting you, that Phaedrus thinks a horfe is an 
animal which has the greateft ears of all domeftic animals. 

PHJEDR. This would be ridiculous indeed, Socrates. 
Soc. Not yet; but when I fhould earneftly perfuade you to do this by a 

difcourfe compofed in praife of an afs, calling him a horfe, and afferting that 
he is a moft excellent animal, ufeful for domeftic and military purpofes, able 
to carry burthens, and adapted for a variety of other employments. 

PHJEDR. This, indeed, would be perfectly ridiculous. 
Soc. Is it not, therefore, better that a friend fhould be ridiculous* than 

that he fhould be wicked, and an enemy I 
PHJEDR. It appears fo. 
Soc When an orator, therefore, who is ignorant of good and evil, en

deavours to perfuade a cky in a like condition, not indeed by praifing the 
fhadow of an afs, as if it was that of a horfe, but by praifing evil, as if it 
was good, being anxioufly folicitous about the opinion of the multitude, and 
thus perfuades them to do evil inftead of good; what crop do you think the 
orator can reap after fuch a femination r 

PHJEDR. Not a very good one. 
Soc Have we not therefore, my friend, reviled the art of fpeaking in a* 

more ruftic manner than is becoming ? For the art itfelf will, perhaps, 
thus addrefs us : " What delirium, O wonderful men, has invaded you ? 
For I compel no one who is ignorant of truth to learn how to fpeak: but 
if any one will take my advice, he will then only employ me, when he has 
acquired the pofTeffion of truth. This, then, I affert as a thing of great 

confequence, 
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confequence, that without me even he who knows realities will not, for all 
this, be able to procure perfuafion." Will not the art, therefore, fpeak 
juftly, by making fuch a declaration ? 

PHJEDR. I confefs it, if our fubfequent reafons evince that rhetoric is an 
art. For I think I have heard fome arguments, which affert that it deceives, 
and that it is not an art, but an unartificial exercife. But the true art of 
fpeaking, fays Laco, never was, nor ever will be unaccompanied by truth. 
This then is what they fay Socrates. But, bringing them hither, let us in
quire of them what they alTert, and in what manner. 

Soc. Be prefent then, ye generous animals, and perfuade the beautiful 
youth, Phaedrus, that unlefs he philofophizes fufficiently, he will never fuf
ficiently fpeak about any thing. But let Phaedrus anfwer to the interroga*-
tions. Is not the whole rhetorical art that which leads the foul by difcourfes, 
not in judicial matters only, and other public concerns, but alfo in private 
affairs, and thefe whether trifling or important? And is there any thing 
more honourable than to act according to the true rules of this art, both in 
important and inconfiderable affairs? Or have you not heard that this is the 
cafe ? 

PHJEDR. I am not, by Jupiter, perfectly acquainted with all this. But 
it is fpoken of, and written about, as an art for the molt part converfant 
with judicial matters and fpeeches; but I have not heard that it extends 
any further. 

Soc What, have you heard of the rhetorical art which Neftor and 
Ulyffes exercifed at Troy, but have never heard about that of Palamedes ? 

PHJEDR. I have indeed, by Jupiter, heard about the orations of Neftor: 
unlefs you will prove that Gorgias is a certain Neftor, or Thrafymachus and 
Theodorus a certain Ulyffes. 

Soc. Perhaps they may be fo; but let us drop any further difcourfe about 
thefe. And do you inform me what litigators do in judicial matters: do 
they not contradict ? Or fhall we fay they do any thing elfe ? 

PHJEDR. Nothing elfe. 

• Hermeas here afks whether rhetoricians are philofophic ; and he fays in reply, that good rhe
toricians cannot be formed without philofophy. For the more celebrated among the antient rhe
toricians were philofophic. Thus, Pericles was the afTociate of Anaxagoras, and Demofthenes 
of Plato. 

2 Y 2 SOC. 
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Soc But are not their contradictions about juft and unjuft? 
PHJE-DR. Certainly. 
Soc. But does not he who accomplishes this by art, caufe the fame thing 

to appear to the fame perfons, whenever he pleafes, at one time juft, and at 
another time vmjuft? 

PHJEDR. But what then ? 
Soc. And in his oration does he not caufe the fame things to appear to 

the city at one time good, and at another time juft the contrary ? 
PHJEDR. Certainly. 
Soc. And do we not know that the Eleatic Palamedcs is reported to have 

been able by his art to caufe the fame things to appear to his hearers, both 
fimilar and diffimilar, one and many, abiding and borne along ? 

PHJEDR. Certainly. 
SoC The contradictory art, therefore, takes place, not only in judicial 

matters and orations, but, as it appears, about every thing which is the 
fubject of difcourfe ; fince it is one art, enabling us to affimilate every thing 
to every thing, both fuch things as are capable of affimilation, and thofe to 
which they are able to be affimilated; and, befides this, to lead them into 
light, nothwithftanding their being affimilated and concealed by fomething 
elfe. 

PHJEDR. HOW do you mean r 
Soc. My meaning will appear in the following inquiries: Does decep

tion fubfift in things which differ much, or but a little, from each other ? 
PHJEDR. In things which differ but a little. 
Soc. But, by making a tranfition according to fmall advances, you will 

effect a greater concealment, while paffing on to that which is contrary, than 
you will by a tranfition according to great advances. 

PHJEDR. HOW fhould it not be fo ? 
Soc. It is neceffary, therefore, that he who is about to deceive another 

fhould accurately know the fimilitude and diflimilitude of things, 
PHJEDR. It is neceffary. 
Soc. Is it poflible, therefore, that he who is ignorant of the truth of every 

thing can judge concerning the fimilitude, whether great or fmall, which 
fubfifts in other things ? 

PHJEDR. It is impoffible. 
Soc. 
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S o c . I t is evident, therefore, that fuch as conceive opinions contrary to-
the t ruth of things, and who are deceived, are thus affected through certain 
fimilitudes. 

PHJEDR. T h e cafe is fb. 
S o c . Can, therefore, he who is ignorant about the nature of each par t i 

cular, artificially deliver any th ing, by pairing according to fmall advances 
into its contrary, through fimilitudes ? O r can fuch a one avoid falling into* 
error ? 

PHJEDR. H e cannot . 
S o c Hence then, my friend, he who is ignorant of t r u t h , and is led by 

opinion, will , as it appears, exhibit a ridiculous and inartificial rhetoric . 
PHJEDR. I t appears fo. 
S o c Are you will ing, therefore, both in the oration of Lyfias, which 

you now carry about you, and in that which we delivered,, to fee w h a t w e 
have afferted without art , and what is agreeable to art ? 

PHJEDR. I am above all things wil l ing. For we (peak at prefent in a 
trifling manner , as we arc wi thout fufficient examples. 

S o c But, indeed, as it appears, fome reafons have been given, through 
the affiitance of a certain fortune, which have aW the force of examples , 
evincing that he who knows the t ruth will , even while he jefts in his difr 
courfe, attract his auditors. And I confider, O Phaedrus, the local Gods as 
the caufe of this. Perhaps, alfo, the interpreters of the Mufes, finging over 
our heads, have infpired us wi th this ability : for I myfelf participate of no 
art r belonging to difcourfe. 

PHJEDR. L e t it be as you fay ; only render wha t you affert evident. 
S o c Come then, read over the beginning of Lyfias's orat ion. 
PHJEDR. " You are well acquainted wi th the ftate of my affairs ;. and you 

1 It was ufual with Socrates to deny that he pofTeiTed any invention of his own, and to refer all 
things to the Gods. But there is, fays Hermeas, a communion between us and the Gods, our foul 
being thence illuminated both without a medium, and through the middle genera of beings. Pro
vidence, therefore, fays he, is twofold; for it is either that of the fuperior Gods themfelves, or it 
takes place through the more excellent genera, fuch as angels, daemons, and heroes, and the local 
Gods. Socrates, therefore, afcribes fuch an order and management of words to the local Gods. 
But he fignifies by the finging over his head the more excellent genera, the attendants -f the Gods. 
For it is always requifite to call that which tranfeends, a daemon ; as, for inflance, the rational is 
the dsemon of the irrational part, and a God is the dxmon of intellect. 

have 
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have heard, I think, that it is moft conducive to my advantage for them to 
fubfift in this manner. But it appears to me, that I am not unworthy to be 
deprived of what I vvi(h to obtain, becaufe I am not one of your lovers : for 
lovers, when their defires ceafe, repent themfelves of the benefits which 
they have beftowed." 

Soc. Stop there : are we not then to mow, in what he is faulty, and in 
what refpecl he has acted without art ? 

PHJEDR. Certainly. 
Soc. Is it not, therefore, manifeft to every one, that when we fpeak upon 

certain fubjects we are unanimous in our conceptions; but when upon 
others, that we are difcordant in our opinions ? 

PHJEDR. I feem to underftand what you fay ; but, notwithstanding this, 
fpeak more plainly. 

Soc. When any one pronounces the name of iron or filver, do we not all 
underftand the fame thing ? 

PHJEDR. Entirely fo. 
Soc. But when we pronounce that of the juft, or the good, are we not of 

different opinions ? and do we not doubt both with others and ourfelves ? 
PHJEDR. Very much fo. 
Soc. In fome things, therefore, we agree in fentiments, and in others 

not. 
PHJEDR. We do fo. 
Soc. Where, then, are we more eafily deceived ? And in which of thefe 

is rhetoric able to accomplifh the moft ? 
PHJEDR. Evidently in thofe about which we are dubious. 
Soc. He, therefore, who is about to purfue the rhetorical art, ought firft 

of all to diftinguifh thefe in order; to confider the character of each fpecies ; 
and to perceive in what the multitude muft neceffarily be dubious, and in 
what not. 

PHJEDR. He who is able to accomplifh this, Socrates, will underftand a 
beautiful fpecies. 

Soc. Afterwards, I think, he ought not to be ignorant when he comes to 
particulars, but to perceive acutely to what genus the fubject of his future 
difcourfe belongs. 

PHJEDR. What then ? 
Soc. 
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Soc. With refpecl to Love, (hall we fay that it belongs to things dubious, 
or to fuch as are not fo ? 

PHJEDR. T O things dubious, certainly, 
Soc. Do you think he would permit you to affert that refpecling him 

which you have now afferted, that he is pernicious both to the beloved and 
the lover; and again, that he is the greateft of all goods ? 

PHJEDR. You fpeak in the beft manner poffible. 
Soc But inform me alfo of this (for, through the enthufiaftic energy, I 

do not perfectly remember), whether I defined love in the beginning of my 
difcourfe. 

PHJEDR. By Jupiter you did, and that in a moft wonderful manner. 
Soc O how much more fagacious do you declare the Nymphs of Ache-

lous, and Pan the fon of Mercury, to be, than Lyiias the fon of Cephalus* 
with refpecl to orations ! Or do I fay nothing to the purpofe ? But did not 
Lvfias, in the beginning of his difcourfe, compel us to conceive of love, as 
a certain fomething fuch as he wifhed it to be, and, referring what followed 
to this, complete in this manner the whole of his oration ? Are you willing 
that we fhould again read over the beginning of his oration ? 

PHJEDR. If you are fo difpofed; though you will not find what you feek 
for there. 

Soc. Read, however, that I may again hear itr 

PHJEDR. " You are well acquainted with the ftate of my affairs, and you 
have heard, I think, that it is moft conducive to my advantage for them to 
fubfift in this manner. But it appears to me, that I am not unworthy to be 
deprived of what I wifh to obtain, becaufe I am not one of your lovers : for 
lovers, when their defires ceafe, repent themfelves of the benefits which 
they have beftowed." 

Soc He feems here to have been very far from accomplifhing what w e 
are now feeking after; fince he endeavours to pafs through his difcourfe, 
not commencing from the beginning, but from the end, after a certain con
trary and refupine mode of proceeding; and begins from what the loverr 

now ceafing to be fuch, fays to his once beloved.. Or perhaps, my dear 
Phaedrus, I fay nothing to the purpofe. 

PHJEDR. But it is the end, Socrates, which is the fubjeel of his difcourfe. 
S o c But what, do not all the other parts of the difcourfe appear to be 

promifcuoufly 
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promifcuOufly Scattered ? O r does It appear to you, that what is afferted in 
the fecond place ought to rank as fecond from a certain neceflity; or any 
th ing elfe which he fays ? For to me , as a perfon ignorant of every tiling, 
i t appears , that nothing ought to be carelefsly aflerted by a wri ter . But do 
you not poflefs a certain neceflary method of compofing orations, according 
t o which he thus difpofed the parts of his oration in fucceflion to each other? 

PHJEDR. YOU are pleafant, Socrates, in fuppofing that I am fufRcient to 
judge concerning compofitions fo accurate as his. 

S o c . But I think this is evident to you, that every difcourfe ought in its 
ftructure to refemble an an imal , anjl fhould have fomething which can be 
called its body ; fo that it may be nei ther without a head, nor be deftitute of 
feet , but may poflefs a middle and ex t remes , adapted to each other, and to 
t h e whole . 

PHJEDR. HOW fhould it not be fo ? 
S o c . Confider, therefore, the difcourfe of your affociate, whether it fub-

iifts wi th thefe conditions, or othervvife; and you will find, that it is in no 
refpecl different from tha t epigram w h i c h certain perfons report was com
pofed on the Phryg ian Midas. 

PHJEDR. W h a t was the ep igram, and what are its peculiarities? 
S o c . I t was as follows ; 

A brazen virgin traveller am I, 
Whom fate decrees in Midas' tomb to lie: 
And while ftreams flow, and trees luxuriant bloom, 
I here {hall ftay within the mournful tomb; 
And this to every pafTenger atteft, 
That here the afhes of king Midas reft. 

B u t that it is of no confequence as to the connection, which part of it is 
read firft or laft, you yourfelf, I doubt not , perceive. 

PHJEDR. YOU deride our orat ion, Socrates. 
S o c . Left you fhould be angry , therefore, let us drop i t , ; , though it ap

p e a r s that many examples might be found in it, from an infpe&ion of which 
w e migh t derive the advantage of not a t tempt ing to imitate them. But let 
us proceed to the difcufiion of other orations : for they contain fomething, 
as it appears to m e , which it is proper for thofe to perceive who are willing 
t o fpeculate about ora t ions . 

4 PHJEDR. 
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PHJEDR. But what is this fomething ? 
Soc. That they are in a certain refpecl: contrary to each other. For 

one kind afferts that the lover, and the other that he who is void of love, 
ought to be gratified. 

PHJEDR. And it afTerts this, indeed, moft ftrenuoufly. 
Soc. I fhould have thought that you would have anfwered more truly, 

" and indeed furioufly fo." But what I inquire after is this—Do we fay that 
love is a certain mania, or not ? 

PHJEDR. A mania, certainly. 
Soc. But there are two fpecies of mania; the one arifing from human 

difeafes; but the other from a divine mutation, taking place in a manner 
different from eftablifhed cuftoms. 

PHJEDR. Entirely fo. 
Soc. But there are four parts of the divine mania, diftributed according to 

the four divinities which prefide over thefe parts. For we affign prophetic 
infpiration to Apollo, teleftic or myftic to Bacchus, poetic to the Mufes ; and 
the fourth or amatory mania, which we affert to be the beft of all, to Venus 
and Love. And I know not how, while we are reprefenting by images the 
amatory paflion, we perhaps touch upon a certain truth ; and perhaps we are 
at the fame time hurried away elfewhere. Hence, mingling together an ora
tion not perfectly improbable, we have produced a certain fabulous hymn, 
and have with moderate abilities celebrated your lord and mine, Phaedrus, 
viz. Love, who is the infpedtive guardian of beautiful youths. 

PHJEDR. And this, indeed, fo as to have rendered it far from unpleafant to 
me your auditor. 

Soc. Let us, therefore, from this endeavour to underftand how our dif
courfe has paffed from cenfure to praife. 

PHJEDR, What do you mean by this? 
Soc. To me we feem to have really been at play with refpecl to the 

other parts of our difcourfe : but I think that if any one is able to compre
hend, according to art, thefe two fpecies which we have fpoken of, through 
a certain fortune, he will not be an ungraceful perfon. 

PHJEDR. HOW do you mean ? 
Soc. By looking to one idea, to bring together things every way di-

fperfed; that, by thus defining each, he may always render manifeft that 
VOL. in, 2 z which 
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which he is defirous to teach: juft as we acted at prefent with refpect to 
our definition of Love, whether good or bad. For certainly our difcourfe 
by this means became more clear, and more confident with itfelf. 

PHJEDR. But what do you fay refpecting the other fpecies, Socrates ? 
Soc. That this again (hould be cut into fpecies according to members, 

naturally ; not by breaking any member, like an unikilful cook, but, as in the 
above difcourfe, receiving the foam of the dianoetic energy, as one common 
fpecies. But as, in one body, members which are double and fynonymous 
are called right or left, fo our difcourfe confidered the fpecies of delirium 
within us as naturally one. And dividing the one part into that which is 
on the left hand, and giving this another diftiibution, it did not ceafe till it 
there found a certain finifter Love, and, when found, reviled it, as it deferves. 
But the other part conducted us to the right hand of mania, where we 
found a certain divine Love fynonymous to the former ; and, extending our 
praife, we celebrated him as the caufe of the greateft good to us. 

PHJEDR. YOU fpeak moft true. 
Soc. But I, O Phaedrus, am a lover of fuch divifions and compofitious as 

may enable me both to fpeak and underftand. And if I think that any 
other is able to behold the one and the many, according to the nature of 
things, this man I follow, purfuing his footfteps as if he were a God. But 
whether or not I properly denominate thofe who are able to accomplifh 
this, Divinity knows. But I have hitherto called them men converfant with 
dialectic. Tell me, therefore, by what name it is proper to call them, 
according to your opinion and that of Lyfias. Or is this that art of fpeak
ing, which Thrafymachus and others employing, became themfelves wife in 
oratory, and rendered others fuch, who were willing to beitow gifts on them, 
as if they had been kings ? 

PHJEDR. Thofe were indeed royal men, but yet not fkilled in the par
ticulars about which you inquire. But you appear to me to have properly 
denominated this fpecies in calling it dialectic ; but the rhetorical art appears 
as yet to have efcaped us. 

Soc. How do you fay ? Can there be any thing beautiful which is defti
tute of thefe particulars, and yet be comprehended by art? If this be the 
cafe, it is by no means to be defpifed by me and you; but we muft relate 
what remains of the rhetorical art, 

PHJEDR. 
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PHJEDR. And there are many things, Socrates, which are delivered in 
books about the art of fpeaking. 

Soc. You have very opportunely reminded me. For I think you would 
fay that the procemium ought to be called the firft part of the oration; and 
that things of this kind are the ornaments of the art. 

PHJEDR. Certainly. 
Soc. And, in the fecond place, a certain narration ; and this accompanied 

with teftimonies. In the third place, the reafoning. In the fourth, pro
bable arguments: and befides this, I think that a certain Byzantine, the beft 
artificer of orations, introduces confirmation and approbation. 

PHJEDR. DO you not mean the illuftrious Theodorus ? 
Soc. I do. For he difcovered how confutation, both in accufation and 

defence, might not only take place, but alfo be increafed. But why fhould 
we not introduce the moft excellent Evenus, the Parian ? For he firft dif
covered fub-declarations, and the art of praifing: and, according to the 
reports of fome perfons, he delivered his reprehenfions in verfe for the fake 
of affifting the memory. For he is a wife man. But fhall we fuffer Tifias 1 

and Gorgias to fleep, who placed probabilities before realities; and, through 
the ftrength of their difcourfe, caufed fmall things to appear large, and the 
large fmall; likewife old things new, and the new old; and who befides 
this difcovered a concife method of fpeaking, and, again, an infinite prolixity 
of words? All which when Prodicus once heard me relate, he laughed, and 
afferted that he alone had difcovered what words this art required; and that 
it required neither few nor many, but a moderate quantity. 

PHJEDR. You was, therefore, moft wife, O Prodicus. 
Soc. But fhall we not fpeak of Hippias? for I think that he will be of 

the fame opinion with the Elean gueft. 
PHJEDR. Why fhould we not? 
Soc. But what fhall we fay of the mufical compofition of Polus *, who 

employed the doubling of words, a collection of fentences, fimilitudes, and 
elegance of appellations, in order to give fplendour to his orations, accord
ing to the inftruction which he had received from Lycimnion ? 

* This Tifias is faid by Cicero to have been the inventor of rhetoric. 
* Polus was a difciple of Gorgias the Leontine. See the Gorgias. 

2 z 2 PHJEDR. 
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PHJEDR. But were not the orations of Protagoras, Socrates, of this kind ? 
Soc. His di&ion was indeed proper, and contained befides this many other 

beautiful properties : but the Chalcedonian orator excelled in exciting com-
miferation from the diftrefles of poverty, and the infirmities of old age. 
He was befides moft fkilful in roufing the multitude to anger, and when 
enraged appearing them, as he faid, by inchantment; and highly excelled 
in framing and diffolving calumnies, from whence the greateft advantage 
might be derived. But all feem to agree in opinion with refpect to the 
conclufion of the oration, which fome call the repetition, but others give it 
a different denomination. 

PHJEDR. D O you fay that the conclufion fummarily recalls into the 
memory of the auditors all that had been faid before ? 

Soc. I do, and any thing elfe befides, which you may have to fay about 
this art. 

PHJEDR. What I have to fay is but trifling, and not worth mentioning. 
Soc. Let us, therefore, difmifs trifling obfervations, and rather behold in 

the clear light, in what particulars the power of this art prevails, and when 
it does fo. 

PHJEDR. Its power, Socrates, is moft prevalent in the affociation of the 
multitude. 

Soc. It is fo. But, O demoniacal man, do you alfo fee, whether their 
web appears to you, as it does to me, to have its parts feparated from each 
other ? 

PHJEDR. Show me how you mean. 
Soc. Tell me then: If any one addrefling your affociate Eryximachus/or 

his father Acumenus, fhould fay, I know how to introduce certain things to 
the body, by which I can heat and cool it when I pleafe; and befides this, 
when I think proper I can produce vomiting, and downward ejeftion, and a 
variety of other things of this kind, through the knowledge of which I profefs 
myfelf a phyfician, and able to make any one elfe fo, to whom I deliver the 
knowledge of thefe particulars;—what do you think he who heard him 
ought to reply ? 

PHJEDR. What elfe, than inquiring whether he knows to whom, when, 
and how far, each of thefe ought to be applied ? 

Soc. 
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S o c If, therefore, he mould fay that he by no means underflands all this , 
but that he who is inftru&ed by h im ought to do fo and f o ; wha t then would 
be his anfwer ? 

PHJEDR. H e would anfwer, I th ink, that the man was mad ; and tha t , 
having heard from fome book about things of this kind, or met wi th fome 
remedies, he thought he might become a phyfician wi thout knowing any 
thing about the art . 

S o c But what if any one, addreifing Sophocles and Euripides , mould fay 
that he knew how to compofe a prolix difcourfe on a very trifling fubjecr, 
and a very fhort one on a great occafion ; and that when he pleafed he could 
excite pity, and its contrary, horror and threats , and other things of this 
k i n d ; and that by teaching thefe he thought tha t he delivered the ar t of 
tragic poetry ? 

PHJEDR. And thefe alfo, I th ink , Socrates, would deride h im, w h o fhould 
fancy that a tragedy was any th ing elfe than the compofition of all thefe, fo 
difpofed as to be adapted to each other , and to the whole . 

S o c And I th ink they would not ruftically accufe h i m ; but, juft as if a 
mufician fhould meet wi th a man who believes himfelf fkilled in ha rmony , 
becaufe he knows how to make a chord found fharp and flat, he would not 
fiercely fay to h im, O miferable creature , you are m a d ; but, as being a 
mufician, he would thus addrefs h im more mildly : O excellent man ! it is 
neceffary that he who is to be a mufician fhould indeed know fuch things 
as thefe ; but at the fame t ime nothing hinders us from concluding, that a 
man affected as you are may not underftand the leaft of harmony : for you 
may know what is neceffary to be learned prior to ha rmony , wi thout un-
derftanding harmony itfelf. 

PHJEDR. Moft r ight. 
S o c In like manner , Sophocles would reply to the perfon who addreffed 

h im, that he poffeffed things previous to tragedy, ra ther than tragedy itfelf: 
and Acumenus , that the medical pretender underftood things previous to 
medicine, and not medicine itfelf. 

PHJEDR. Entirely fo. 
S o c . But what if the mellifluous Adraftus, or Pericles, fhould hear thofe 

all-beautiful artificial inventions, concife difcourfes, fimilitudes, and other 
things which we faid fhould be difcuffed in the light, do you think that they 

would 
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would be angry, as we were through our rufticity, with thofe who wrote 
about and taught fuch things as if they were the fame with rhetoric ? Or 
rather, as being wifer than us, would they not thus reprove us ? It is not pro
per, Phaedrus and Socrates, to be angry with fuch characters ; but you ought 
rather to pardon thofe who, being ignorant of oratory, are unable to define 
what rhetoric is, and who in confequence of this paffion, from poffefiing a 
knowledge of things previous to the art, think that they have difcovered rhe
toric itfelf; and, by teaching thefe to others, imagine that they teach rhetoric 
in perfection : but who at the fame time leave to the proper indultry of their 
difciples the art of difpofing each of thefe, fo as to produce perfuafion, and 
of compofing the whole oration, as if nothing of this kind was neceffary for 
them to accomplifh. 

PHJEDR. Such indeed, Socrates, does that art appear to be which thefe 
men teach and write about as rhetoric ; and you feem to me to have fpoken 
the truth : but how and from whence fhall we be able to acquire the art of 
true rhetoric and perfuafion ? 

Soc. It is probable, Phaedrus, and perhaps alfo neceffary, that the perfect 
may be obtained in this as in other contefts. For, if you naturally poffefs 
rhetorical abilities, you will become a celebrated orator, by the afTiftance of 
fcience and exercife: but if you are deftitute of any one of thefe, you will 
be imperfect through this deficiency. But the method employed by Lyfias 
and Thrafymachus does not appear to me to evince the magnitude of this 
art. 

PHJEDR. But what method then does ? 
Soc. Pericles, moft excellent man, appears with great propriety to have 

been the moft perfect: of all in the rhetorical art. 
PHJEDR. Why ? 
Soc. All the great arts require continual meditation, and a difcourfe about 

the fublime parts of nature. For an elevation of intellect, and a perfectly 
efficacious power, appear in a certain refpect to proceed from hence; which 
Pericles poffeffed in conjunction with his naturally good difpofition. For 
meeting, I think, with Anaxagoras, who had thefe requifites, he was filled 
with elevated difcourfe, and comprehended the nature of intellect and folly, 
which Anaxagoras diffufely difcuffed: and from hence he transferred to the 
art of difcourfe whatever could contribute to its advantage. 

4 PHJEDR. 
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PHJEDR. HOW IS this ? 
Soc. In a certain refpecl the method of the rhetorical and medicinal art is 

the fame. 
PHJEDR. But how ? 
Soc. In both it is requifite that a diftribution mould be made, in one of 

the nature of body, in the other of the foal, if you are defirous in the firft 
inftance of giving health and ftrength by introducing medicine and nutri
ment according to art, and not by exercife and experience alone ; and in 
the feconl inftance, if you wifh to introduce perfuafion and virtue into the 
foul, by reafon and legitimate inftitutions. 

PH/EDR. It is probable it fhould be fo, Socrates. 
Soc. But do you think that the nature of the foul can be fufficiently known 

without the nature of the univerfe ? 
PHJEDR. If it is proper to be perfuaded by Hippocrates, the fucceffor of 

JEfculapius, even the nature of body cannot be known without this method. 
Soc. He fpeaks in a becoming manner, my friend. But it is neceffary, 

befides the authority of Hippocrates, to examine our difcourfe, and confider 
whether it is confiftent. 

PHJEDR. I agree with you. 
Soc. Confider, then, what Hippocrates and true reafon affert concerning 

nature. Is it not, therefore, neceffary to think refpecting the nature of every 
thing, in the firft place, whether that is fimple or multiform about which we 
a: e defirous, both that we ourfelves fhould be artifts, and that we fhould be able 
to render others fo ? And, in the next place, if it is fimple, ought we not 
to inveftigate its power, with refpecl to producing any thing naturally, or 
being naturally paffive? And if it poffeffes many fpecies, having numbered 
thefe, ought we not to fpeculate in each* as in one, its natural power of be
coming active and paflive ? 

PHJEDR. It appears we fhould, Socrates. 
Soc. The method, therefore, which proceeds without thefe, is fimilar to 

the progreffion of one blind. But he who operates according to art, ought 
not to be affimilated either to the blind or the deaf; but it is evident that 
whoever accommodates his difcourfes to any art, ought accurately to exhibit 
the effence of that nature to which he introduces difcourfes ^ and this is 
doubtiefs the foul, 

PHJEDR. 
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PHJEDR. W i t h o u t doubt. 
S o c . Wi l l not , therefore, all the at tent ion of fuch a one be directed to 

this end, that he may produce perfuafion in the foul ? 
PHJEDR. Cer ta inly . 
Soc . I t is evident , therefore, that Thrafvmachus , and any other perfon 

w h o applies himfelf to the ftudy of the rhetorical art , ought f ir f t , with all 
poffible accuracy, to defcribe, and caufe the foul to perceive whether fhe is 
natural ly one and fimilar, or mult iform according to the form of body : for 
this is wha t we call evincing its na ture . 

PHJEDR. Ent i re ly fo. 
S o c Bu t , in the fecond place, he ought to fhow wha t it is naturally ca

pable of ei ther acting or fuffering. 
PHJEDR. Certainly. 
Soc . I n the third place, having orderly diftinguifhed the genera of dif

courfes and of the foul, and the paflions of thefe, he fhould pafs through all 
the caufes, ha rmoniz ing each to each, and teaching what kind of foul will 
be neceffarily perfuaded by fuch particular difcourfes, and through what 
caufe ; and again, what kind of foul fuch difcourfes will be unable to per-
fuade. 

PHJEDR. Such a method of proceeding will , as it appears, be moft beau
tiful. 

S o c . H e , therefore, w h o acts in a different manne r will neither artifi
cially write nor difcourfe upon this or any other fubject. But writers on the 
art of rhetoric of the prefent day ( w h o m you yourfelf have heard) are 
crafty, and conceal from us that their knowledge of the foul is moft beautiful. 
H o w e v e r , till they both fpeak and wri te according to this method, we fhall 
never be perfuaded that they wri te according to art. 

PHJEDR. W h a t method do you mean ? 
S o c . It will not be eafy to mention the very words themfelves which 

ought to be employed on this occafion ; but as far as 1 am able I am willing 
to tell you how it is proper to wr i te , if we defire to wri te according to art. 

PHJEDR. Te l l me then. 
S o c . Since the power of difcourfe is attractive of the foul, it is neceffary 

tha t the future orator fhould know how many fpecies foul contains : but 
thefe are various, and fouls poffefs their variety from thefe. Souls, therefore, 

o of 
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of fuch a particular nature, in confequence of certain difcourfes, and through 
a certain cauie, arc eafily perfiridcd to fuch and fuch particular?. But iuch 
as are differently affected are with difficulty perfuaded through thefe means. 
It is neceffary, therefore, that he who fufficiently undcrftands all this, when 
he afterwards perceives thefe particulars taking place in actions, (h„u:d c>e 
able to follow them with great celerity through fenfible infpectio.i; or ot'.-r-
wife he will retain nothing more than the words which he once heard from 
his preceptor. But when he is fufficiently able to fay, who will be perfuaded 
by fuch and fuch difcourfes, and fagacioufly perceives that the perfon pre
fent is fuch by nature as was fpoken of before, and that he may be incited 
by certain difcourfes to certain actions ; then, at length, fuch a one will be 
a perfect matter of this art, when to his former attainments he adds the know
ledge of opportunely fpeaking, or being filent, the ufe or abufe of concife* 
difcourfe, of language plaintive and vehement, and of the other parts of rhe
toric delivered by his mailers; but never till this is accomplifhed. But he 
who fails in any of thefe particulars, either in fpeaking, teaching, or writing,1 

and yet afferts that he fpeaks according to art, is vanquifhed by the perfon 
he is unable to perfuade. But what then (perhaps a writer of orations will 
fay to us) ; does it appear to you, Phaedrus and Socrates, that the art of fpeak-: 

ing is to be obtained by this method, or otherwife? 
PHJEDR. It is impoffible, Socrates, that it fhould be obtained otherwife, 

though the acquifition feems to be attended with no fmall labour. 
Soc. You fpeak the truth. And, for the fake of this, it is neceffary, by 

tolling upwards and downwards all difcourfes, to confider whether any eafier 
and fhorter way will prefent itfelf to our view for this purpofe; left we 
fhould in vain wander through a long and rough road, when we might have ' 
walked through one fhort and fmooth. If, therefore, you can afford any ' 
affiftance, in confequence of what you have heard from Lyfias, or any other, 
endeavour to tell it me, by recalling it into your mind. 

PHJEDR. I might indeed do this for the fake of experiment, but I cannot 
at prefent. 

Soc Are you willing, therefore, that I fhould relate to you the difcourfe 
which I once heard concerning things of this kind ? 

PHJEDR. How fhould I not ? 
VOL* in. - 3 A Soc 
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Soc. It is faid therefore, Phaedrus, to be juft, to tell what is reported of 
the wolf. . 

PIIJEDR. Do you therefore aft in the fame manner. 
Soc. They fay, then, that there is no occafion to extol and magnify thefe 

particulars in fuch a manner, nor to deduce our difcourfe from on high, and 
afar of. For, as we faid in the beginning of this difcourfe, he who intends 
to be fufficiently fkilful in rhetoric ought not to participate the truth refpect
ing things juft and good, or men who are fuch, either from nature or educa
tion. For, in judicial matters, no attention whatever is paid to the truth of 
thefe, but to perfuafion alone ; and that this is the probable, which ought to 
be ftudied by him who is to fpeak according to art. For he ought never to 
fpeak of tranfactions, unlefs they are probable ; but both in accufation and 
defence probabilities fhould always be introduced : and, in fhort, he who 
fpeaks fhould purfue the probable, and, if he fpeaks much, fhould bid fare
well to truth. For, when this method is obferved through the whole of a 
difcourfe, it caufes all the perfection of the art. 

PHJEDR. YOU have related thofe particulars, Socrates, which are afferted 
by the fkilful in rhetoric; for I remember that we briefly touched upon this 
in the former part of our difcourfe. But to fuch as are converfant with thefe 
matters, this appears to be a thing of great confequence: but you have in
deed feverely reviled Tifias himfelf. 

Soc Let then Tifias himfelf tell us, whether he calls the probable any 
thing elfe than that which is apparent to the multitude. 

PHJEDR. What elfe can he call it ? 
Soc. He alfo appears to have difcovered and written about the following 

crafty and artificial method : that if fome imbecil but bold man fhould knock 
down one who is robuft but timid, taking from him at the fame time a gar
ment, or fomething elfe, and fhould be tried for the affault, then neither of 
thefe ought to fpeak the truth ; but that the coward fhould fay, the bold man 
was not alone when he gave the affault; and that the bold man fhould deny 
this, by afferting that he was alone when the pretended affault was given, and 
fhould at the fame time artfully afk, How is it poffible that a man fo weak as 
I am could attack one fo robuft as he is ? That then the other fhould not 
acknowledge his cowardice, but fhould endeavour, by deviling fome falfe 

8 allegation, 
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allegation, to accufe his opponent. And in other inftances, things of this 
kind muft be faid according to art. Is not this the cafe, Phaedrus? 

PIIJE >R. Entirely fo. 
Soc. O how craftily does Tifias appear to have difcovered an abftrufe art, 

or whoever elfe was the inventor, and in whatever other name he delights ! 
But fhall we, my friend, fay this or not ? 

PHJEDR. What ? 
Soc. This: O Tifias, fome time fince, before your arrival, we affirmed 

that the probable, with which the multitude are converfant, fubfifted through 
its fimilitude to truth : and we juft now determined that fimilitudes might 
every where be found in the moft beautiful manner, by him who was ac
quainted with truth. So that, if you affert any thing elfe about the art of 
difcourfe, we fhall readily liften to you; but if not, we fhall be perfuaded by 
our prefent determinations, that unlefs a perfon enumerates the different 
difpofitions of his auditors, and diftributes things themfelves into their fpe
cies, and again is able to comprehend the feverai particulars in one idea, he 
will never be fkilled in the art of fpeaking to that degree which it is poffible 
for man to attain. But this degree of excellence can never be obtained with
out much labour and ftudy ; and a prudent man will not toil for its acquifi-
tion, that he may fpeak and act fo as to be pleafing to men; but rather that, 
to the utmoft of his ability, he may fpeak and act in fuch a manner as may 
be acceptable to the Gods. For men wifer than us, O Tilias, fay that he 
who is endued with intellect ought not to make it the principal object of his 
ftudy how he may gratify his fellow fervants, but how he may pleafe good 
mafters, and this from good means. So that, if the circuit is long, you 
ought not to wonder: for it is not to be undertaken in the manner which 
feems proper to you, but for the fake of mighty concerns. And thefe,* if any 
one is fo difpofed, will be moft beautifully effected by this mean, as reafon 
herfelf evinces. 

PHJEDR. This appears to me, Socrates, to be moft beautifully faid, if 
there is but a poflibility that any one can accomplifh the arduous under
taking. 

Soc. But to endeavour after beautiful attainments is beautiful, as 
likewife to endure whatever may happen to be the refult of our endea
vours. 

3 A 2 PHJEDR. 
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PHJEDR. .Very much fo. 
Soc. And thus much may fuffice concerning a knowledge and ignorance 

of the art of rhetoric. 
PHJEDR. Certainly. 
Soc. Docs it not therefore remain, that we fhould fpeak concernino* the 

elegance and inelegance of writing ? 
PHJEDR. Certainly. 
Soc. Do you know how you may in the higheft degree pleafe the divi

nity of difcourfe both in fpeaking and acting ? 
PHJEDR. Not at all. Do you ? 
Soc I have heard certain particulars delivered by the antients, who were 

truly knowing. But if we ourfelves fhould difcover this, do you think we 
fhould afterwards be at all folicitous about human opinions? 

PHJEDR. Your queftion is ridiculous; but relate what you fay you have 
heard. 

Soc. I have heard then, that about Naucratis, in Egypt, there was one of 
their antient Gods, to whom a bird was facred, which they call Ibis ; but the 
name of the daemon himfelf was Theuth 1. According to tradition, this 
God firft dilcovered number and the art of reckoning, geometry and aftro-
nomy, the games of chefs and hazard, and likewife letters. But Thamus 
was at that time king of all Egypt, and refided in that great city of the Upper 

Egypt 
1 The genus of difciplines belonging to Mercury contains gymnaftics, mufic, arithmetic, geo

metry, aftronomy, and the art of fpeaking and writing. This God, as he is the fource of inven
tion, is called the fon of Maiaj becaufe invefligation, which is implied by Main, produces invention: 
and as unfolding the will of Jupiter, who is an intellectual God, he is the caufe of mathefis, or 
difcipline. He firft fubfiits in Jupiter, the artificer of the world ; next, among the fupermundane 
Oodsj in the third place, among the liberated Gods j fourthly, in the planet Mtr ury; fifthly, 
in the Mercurial order of daemons *, fixthly, in human fouls who are the attendants of this God ; 
and in the feventh degree his properties fubfift in certain animals, fuch ?s the ibi<, the ape, and faga-
cious dogs. The narration of Socrates in this place is both allegorical and anagegic, or reductory. 
Naucratis is a region of Egypt eminently fubjecl to the influence of Mercury, though the whole 
of Egypt is allotted to this divinity. Likewife in this city a certain man once flourilhed, full of 
the Mercurial power, becaufe his foul formerly exifted in the heavens of the Mercui ial order. But 
he was firft called Theuth, that is, Mercury, and a God, becaufe his foul fubfifted according to 
the perfect fimilitude of this divinity. But afterwards a daemon, becaufe from thj God Mercury, 
thruugh a Mercurial daemon, gifts of this kind are tranfmitted to a Mercurial foul. 1 his Mer

curial 
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Egypt which the Greeks call Egyptian T h e b e s ; but the God himfelf they 
denominate A n m o n . T h e u t h , therefore, depart ing to T h a m u s , fhowed 
him his arts, and told him that he ought to diftribute tliem amongft the 
other Egyptians. But T h a m u s afked him concerning the utility of each ; 
and upon his informing h im, he approved what appeared to him to be w d l 
faid, but blamed that which had a contrary afpect. But T h e u t h is reported 
to have fully unfolded to T h a m u s many particulars refpecting each ar t , 
which it would be too prolix to mention. But when they came to difcourfe 
upon letters, T h i s difcipline, O king, fays T h e u t h , wiil render the Egyp
tians wifer, and increafe their powers of memory . For this invention is t he 
medicine of memory and wifdom. T o this T h a m u s replied, O moft artifi
cial T h e u t h , one perfon is more adapted to artificial operations, but ano ther 
to judging what detr iment or advantage will arife from the ufe of thefe pro
ductions of a r t : and now you who are the father of letters, through the bene
volence of your difpofition, have affirmed juft the contrary of wha t letters are 
able to effect. For thefe, through the negl igence of recollection, will pro^ 
duce oblivion in the foul of the l e a r n e r ; becaufe, through truft ing to the 
external and foreign marks of wr i t ing , they will not exercife the internal 
powers of recollection. So that you have not difcovered the medicine of 
memory , but of admonition. You will likewife deliver to your difciples an 
opinion of wifdom, and not t ru th . For , in confequence of having many 
readers without the inftruction of a mat ter , the mult i tude will appear to be 
knowing in many things of which they are at the fame t ime ignorant ; and 

curial foul, and at the fame time dxmon, relate their inventions to king Thamus. And though 
a man named Thamus once reigned in Egypt, yet anagogically Thamus is a Mercurial divinity 
either cdcltial or fuperceleftial. But Ammon is that fuperior Jupiter who comprehends the 
Mercurial gifts. Laftly, invention belongs to natural inftinc't and conception, but judgment and 
d'ferimination to reafon and perfect intelligence, which are far more excellent. But each at the; 
fame ti;^e belongs to Jupiter Ammon ; though, when taken feparately, invention, and as it were 
the material form of art, muft be referred to a demoniacal or human Mercury; but judgment 
and ufe, and th. t which leads to the end, to Thamus, who is fuperior both to a human and 
dsernoniacal Mercury. Though the narration feems to comprehend Thamus and Ammon under 
the fame perfon, yet accurate reafoning is able to diftinguilh them. They relate that the Kgyp-
tian ibis was fimilar to a ftoric, that it had the figure of a heart, that it walked in a very unequal 
manner, and that it brought forth its eggs through its throat, juft as Mercury delivers his progeny 
into light. And thefe and the other Mercurial fymbols fignify wifdom, geometry, eloquence, and 
interpretation. 

will 
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will become troublefbme affociates, in confequence of poffeffing an opinion 
of wifdom, inftead of wifdom itfelf, 

PHJEDR. YOU with great facility, Socrates, compofe Egyptian difcourfes, 
and thofe of any other nation, when you are fo difpofed. 

Soc. But, my friend, thofe who refide in the temple of Dodonean 
Jupiter affert that the firft prophetic difcourfes iflued from the oak. It 
was fufficient, therefore, for thofe antients, as they were not fo wife as you 
moderns, to liften to oaks and rocks, through their fimplicity, if thefe inani
mate things did but utter the truth. But you perhaps think it makes a 
difference who fpeaks, and to what country he belongs. For you do not 
alone confider, whether what is afTerted is true or falfe. 

PHJEDR. YOU have very properly reproved me; and I think the cafe 
with refpect to letters is juft as the Theban Thamus has ftated it. 

Soc. Hence, he who thinks to commit an art to writing, or to receive 
it, when delivered by this mean, fb that fomething clear and firm may 
refult from the letters, is endued with great fimplicity, and is truly ignorant 
of the prophecy of Ammon; fince he is of opinion, that fomething more is 
contained in the writing than what the things themfelves contained in the 
letters admonifh the fcientific reader. 

PHJEDR. Moft right. 
Soc. For that which is committed to writing contains fomething very 

weighty, and truly fimilar to a picture. For the offspring of a pi6t.ure pro* 
je& as if they were alive ; but, if you afk them any queftion, they are filent 
in a perfectly venerable manner. Juft fo with refpect to written difcourfes, 
you would think that they fpoke as if they poffeffed fome portion of wifdom. 
But if, defirous to be inftructed, you interrogate them about any thing which 
they alTert, they fignify one thing only, and this always the fame. And 
every difcourfe, when it is once written, is every where fimilarly rolled 
among its auditors, and even among thofe by whom it ought not to be 
heard ; and is perfectly ignorant, to whom it is proper to addrefs itfelf, and 
to whom not. But when it is faulty or unjuftly reviled, it always requires 
the affiftance of its father. For, as to itfelf, it can neither refift its adverfary, 
nor defend itfelf. 

PH,EDR. And this, alfo, you appear to have moft rightly afferted. 
Soc. But what, fhall we not confider another difcourfe, which is the 

genuine 
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genuine brother of this, how legimate it is, and how much better and more 
powerful it is born than this ? 

PHJEDR. What is this ? and how do you fay it is produced ? 
Soc. That which, in conjunction with fcience, is written in the foul of 

the learner, which is able to defend itfelf, and which knows to whom it 
ought to fpeak, and before whom it ought to be filent. 

PHJEDR. YOU fpeak of the living and animated difcourfe of one endued 
with knowledge; of which written difcourfe may be juflly called a certain 
image. 

Soc. Entirely fo. But anfwer me with refpect to this alfo: Will the 
hufbandman, who is endued with intellect, fcatter fuch feeds as are moft dear 
to him, and from which he wifhes fruit fhould arife ? Will he fcatter them in 
fummer in the gardens of Adonis, with the greateft diligence and attention, 
rejoicing to behold them in beautiful perfection within the fpace of eight 
days ? Or rather, when he acts in this manner, will he not do fo for the fake 
of fome feftive day, or fport ? But, when ferioufly applying himfelf to the 
bufinefs of agriculture, will he not fow where it is proper, and be fufficiently 
pleafed, if his fowing receives its confummation within the fpace of eight 
months ? 

PHJEDR. He would doubtlefs act in this manner, Socrates, at one time 
fowing ferioufly, and at another time for diverfion. 

Soc. But fhall we fay that the man who pofTefTes the fcience of things juft, 
beautiful and good, is endued with lefs intellect than a hufbandman, with 
refpect to the feeds which he fows ? 

PHJEITR. By no means. 
Soc. He will not, therefore, with anxious and hafty diligence write them in 

black water, fowing them by this mean with his pen in conjunction with 
difcourfes; fince it is thus impoffible to aflift them through fpeech, and im-
poffible fufficiently to exhibit the truth. 

PHJEDR. This, therefore, is not proper. 
Soc. Certainly not. He will, therefore, fow and write in the gardens 

which letters contain for the fake of fport, as it appears ; and when he has 
written, having raifed monuments as treafures to himfelf, with a view to the 
oblivion of old age, if he fhould arrive to it, and for the like benefit of others 
who tread in the fame fteps, he is delighted on beholding his delicate piogeny 

of 
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of fruits; and while other men purfue other diverfions, irrigating themfelves 
with banquets, and other entertainments which are the filters of thefe, he 
on the contrary paffes his time in the delights which converfation produces. 

PHJEDR. You fpeak, Socrates, of a moft: beautiful diveriion, and not of a 
vile amufement, as the portion of him who is able to fport with difcourfe, 
and who can mythologize about juftice, and other particulars which you 
fpeak of. 

Soc. For it is indeed fo, my dear Phaedrus. But, in my opinion, a much 
more beautiful ftudy will refult from difcourfes, when fome one employing the 
dialectic art, and receiving a foul properly adapted for his purpofe, plants and 
lows in it difcourfes, in conjunction with fcience; difcourfes which are fuffi
ciently able to ailift both themfelves and their planter, and which are not 
barren, but abound with feed ; from whence others fpringing up in different 
manners, are always fufficient to extend this immortal benefit, and to render 
their poffeffor bleffed in as high a degree as is poflible to man. 

PHJEDR. This which you /peak of is ftill far more beautiful. 
Soc. But now, Phaedrus, this being granted, are we able to diftinguifh 

and judge about what follows ? , 
PHJEDR. What is that ? 
Soc. Thofe particulars for the fake of knowing which we came hither; 

that we might inquire into the difgrace of Lyfias in the art of writing ; and 
that we might inveftigate thofe difcourfes which are either Wtittei with or 
without art. To me, therefore, it appears that w e have moderately evinced 
that which is artificial, and that which is not fo. 

PHJEDR. It appears fo. 
Soc. But again we ought to remember that no one can acquire perfection 

in the art of fpeaking, either with refpect to teaching or perfuading, till he 
is well acquainted with the truth of the particulars about which he either 
fpeaks or writes: till he is able to define the whole of a thing; and when 
defined, again knows how to divide it according to fpecies, as far as to an 
indivifible: and, according to this method, contemplating the foul, and dif. 
covering a fpecies adapted to the nature of each, he thus difpofes and adorns 
his di'courfe ; accommodating various and all-harmonious difcourfes to a foul 
characterized by variety; but fuch as are fimple, to one of a fimple dif
pofition. 

PHJEDR. 
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PHJEDR. It appears to be fo in every refpecl. 
Soc. But what fhall we fay to the queflion, whether it is beautiful orbafe 

to fpeak and write orations; and in what refpect this employment may be 
blameable or not? unlefs what we have faid a little before is fufficient for 
this purpofe. 

PHJEDR. What was that ? 
Soc. That whether Lyfias, or any other, has at any time written, or 

now writes, fo as to cflablifh laws, either privately or publicly, compofing a 
political work, and thinking that it contains great {lability and elearnefs ; 
this is bafe in a writer, whether any one fays fo or not. For to be ignorant 
of the difference between true vifions and the delufions of lleep, between 
juft and unjuft, evil and good, cannot fail of being really bafe, though the 
whole rout of the vulgar fhould unite in its praife. 

PHJEDR. It cannot be otherwife. 
Soc. But he who in a written oration thinks that there is a great neceffity 

for amufemenr, and who confiders no difcourfe, whether in profe or verfe,. 
deferving of much ftudy in its compofition or recital, like thofe rhapfodifts* 
who without judgment and learning recite verfes for the fake of perfuafion, 
while in reality the beft of thofe difcourfes were written for the fake of admo-
nifhing the fkilful; but who thinks, that the clear, the perfect, and the ferious, 
ought only to take place in difcourfes which teach and are delivered for the 
fake of learning, and which are truly written in the foul, about the juft, the 
beautiful and the good ; and who judges that difcourfes of this kind ought 
to be called his legitimate offspring ; that, in the firft place, which is inherent 
in himfelf, if he fhould find it there, and afterwards whatever offspring, or 
brethren, fpring in a becoming manner from this progeny of his own foul 
in the fouls of others, bidding at the fame time farewell to all others ;—a 
man of this kind, Phaedrus, appears to be fuch a one as you and I fhould pray 
that we may be. 

PHJEDR. I perfectly defire and pray for the poffeffion of what you fpeak 
of. 

Soc. Wc have, therefore, moderately fpoken thus much about difcourfes, 
as it were in play : it only remains that you tell Lyfias, that, defcending with 
intellect to the ftream of the Nymphs and Mufes, we heard certain dif
courfes, which they ordered us to acquaint Lyfias with, and every other 
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writer of orations, likewife Homer, and any other who may compofe either 
naked poetry, or that which is adorned with the fong; and in the third place 
Solon, and all who may commit political inftitutions to writing; — that if 
their compofitions refult from knowing the truth, and if they are able to 
defend their writings againft the objections of adverfaries who declare that 
they can evince the improbity of their difcourfes,—then, they ought not to 
be denominated from works of this kind, but from what they have feiioufly 
written. 

PHJEDR. What appellations, then, will you affign them ? 
Soc. To call them wife, Phaedrus, appears to me to be a mighty appella

tion, and adapted to a God alone ; but to denominate them philofophers, or 
fomething of this kind, feems to be more convenient and proper. 

PHJEDR. There is nothing indeed unbecoming in fuch an epithet. 
Soc. He, therefore, who cannot exhibit any thing more honourable than 

what he has written, and who turns upwards and downwards his compo
fition, for a confiderable fpace of time, adding and taking away,—may not 
fuch a one be juftly called a poet, or a writer of orations or laws ? 

PHJEDR. Certainly. 
Soc. Relate thefe particulars, therefore, to your affociate. 
PHJEDR. But what will you do ? For it is not proper that your companion 

fhould be neglected. 
Soc. Who is he ? 
PHJEDR. The worthy Ifbcrates. What will you tell him, Socrates? and 

what character fhall we allign him ? 
Soc. Ifocrates as yet, Phaedrus, is but a young man ; but I a"m willing to 

tell you what I prophefy concerning him. 
PHJEDR. What ? 
Soc. He appears to me to poffefs fuch excellent natural endowments, that 

his productions ought not to be compared with the orations of Lyfias. Be
fides this, his manners are more generous ; fo that it will be by no means 
wonderful, if, when he is more advanced in age, he fhould far iurpafs, in 
thofe orations which are now the objects of his ftudy, all the other boys who 
ever meddled with orations ; or, if he fhould not be content with a purfuit of 
this kind, I think that a more divine impulfe will lead him to greater attain
ments : for there is naturally, my friend, a certain philofophy in the diano-

? etic 
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etic part of this man. Tell, therefore, my beloved Ifocrates this, as a piece 
of information which I have received from the Gods of this place ; and do 
you likewife acquaint Lyfias with the particulars which refpect his character 
and purfuits, as a perfon who is the object of your warmed attachment. 

PHJEDR. Be it fo; but let us depart, fince the heat has now abated its 
fervour. 

Soc. But it is proper we fhould pray before we depart, 
PHJEDR. Undoubtedly. 
Soc O beloved Pan, and all ye other Gods, who are refidents of this 

place y , grant that I may become beautiful within, and that whatever I poffefs 
externally may be friendly to my inward attainments ! Grant, alfo, that I 
may confider the wife man as one who abounds in wealth ; and that I may 
enjoy that portion of gold, which no other than a prudent man is able either 
to bear, or properly manage ! Do we require any thing elfe, Phaedrus ? for 
to me it appears that I have prayed tolerably well. 

PHJEDR. Pray alfo in the fame manner for me : for the poffeffions of 
friends are common. 

Soc. Let us then depart. 
1 By Pan, and the other Gods, underftand local deities under the moon. But Pan is denomi

nated as it were all, becaufe he pofleffes the moft ample fway in the order of local Gods. For, as 
the fupermundane Gods are referred to Jupiter, and the celeftial to Bacchus, fo all the fublunary 
local Gods and daemons are referred to Pan. 
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T H E GREATER HIPPIAS. 

T h E defign of this dialogue, which has the addition of greater to its name 
Hippias, in contradiftinction to another of the fame name which is fhorter, 
is gradually to unfold the nature of the beautiful as fubfifting in foul. That 
this is the real defign of it will be at once evident by confidering that logical 
methods are adapted to whatever pertains to foul, in confequence of its 
energies being naturally difcurfive, but do not accord with intellect, becaufe 
its vifion is fimple, at once collected, and immediate. Hence this dialogue 
is replete with trials 1 and confutations, definitions and demonftrations, divifions, 
com/iofitions, and analyfations ; but that part of the Phaedrus in which beauty 
according to its firft fubfiftence is difcuffed, has none of thefe, becaufe its 
character is enthufiaftic. 

It is neceffary however to remark, that in faying the defign of the dialogue 
is concerning the beautiful as fubfifting in foul, we do not merely mean the 
human foul, but foul in general:—in other words, it is concerning that 
beauty which firft fubfifts in the foul of the univerfe, which in Platonic 
language is the monad of all fouls, and is thence imparted to all the fub-
fequent orders of fouls. 

It is well obferved by Mr. Sydenham *f that Plato conceals the import
ance of his meaning in this dialogue, by a vein of humour and drollery 
which runs throughout the whole. The introductory part of the dialogue 

1 Wv.pai xai (>.iyyoi} xai opicyioi, xai amobi&us, xai &atpe<rus, <ruv6e(Tet{ re xai avxXvTus. 

* I am forry that I could not give the whole of his argument to this dialogue ; but as he was not 
profoundly flailed in the philofophy of Plato, he is miltaken in many points, and particularly in 
the defign of the dialogue, which according to him U concerning the higheft or the fovereiga 
beauty. 

is 
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is purely ironical, and feems intended by deriding to purify the fophifts 
from their twofold ignorance; expofing with this view their loe of gain, 
their polymathy, or various knowledge, of itfelf ufelefstothe prime purposes 
of life, and their total want of that true wifdom whofe tendency is to make 
men virtuous and happy. Mr. Sydenham alfo obferves, that the character 
of the compofition of this dialogue is fo perfectly dramatic, that, but for the 
want of fable, it might be prefented on the ftage by good comedians with 
great advantage. He adds : Nay, fo highly picturefq'ie is it in the manners 
which it imitates, as to be a worthy fubject for the pencil of any moral 
painter. Some of the antients, it feems, placed it among the dialogues which 
they called anatreptlc, or the fubverting ; but it appears to me that it ought 
rather to be ranked among thofe of the pirafllc and maleutic 1 kind. 

Should it be afked, fince it is by no means pofitively afferted in this 
dialogue, what the beautiful in 'foul is, we reply, that it is a vital rational 
form, the caufe of fymmetry to every thing in and pofterior to foul. J he 
propriety of this definition will be obvious by confidering that the higheft 
beauty is a vital intelle&ualform, the fource of fymmetry to all things pofterior 
to the ineffable principle of all, as we have fhown in the Notes on the Par
menides ; and that confequently foul, in participating this beauty, willpre-
ferve all its characteriftic properties entire, except the intelledual peculiarity, 
which in the participation will become rational. 

* i. c. Among thofe which explore and obftetricatc the conceptions of the foul. 

THE 
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PERSONS OF THE DIA LOG UE. 

S O C R A T E S A N D H I P P I A S . 

SCENE1.—THE LYCEUM. 

SOCRATES. 

H l P P I A S , the fine 2 and the wife! what a long time it is fince laft you 
touched 3 at Athens ! 

HIP.' 
1 The fcene of this dialogue is clearly the Lyeaeum, a ftruclure of aftonifhing grandeur and 

beauty, at a fmall diftance from the city, by the fide of the Ilyflus; the largeft and moft magnifi
cent of thofe three built at the public coft for the purpofe of bathing and the gymnic exercifes. The 
other two were within the city, lying convenient for the ufe of the ordinary citizens and men of 
bufinefa. But this was the moft frequented by men of larger fortune and more leifure ; with 
many of whom Socrates was intimately acquainted. Hither, as we learn from PJato's Sympofium, 
it was his ufual cuftom to refort, accompanied by his friends, and to fpend here the greateft part 
of the day. That the Sophifts, whenever they came to Athens, frequented the fame place, appears 
from Ifocrates in Oral. Panathen.; as indeed it is natural to fuppofe j the nobler part of the youth 
being daily there afTembled: for thefe were extremely inquifitive after knowledge, and great ad
mirers of philofophy j and the Sophifts profeffed the teaching it, and the making, for a certain 
ftipulated fum of money, any man a philofophcr. T o carry on this bufinefs of their profeffion, 
they were continually travelling about, like the Rhapfodifts, from city to city, {rax^g TravTax* 

yiyvo/jitvoi, fays Ifocrates,) wherever philofophy and knowledge were in efteem ; but vifited Athens 
the ofteneft, where above all places thofe ornaments of the mind were highly valued.—S. 

a Hippias was remarkable for the finery of his apparel, as we (hall fee further on. This 
ftriking the eyes of Socrates immediately on meeting him occafioned his addrefling him firft with 
this epithet.—S. 

3 Socrates in this fentence humoroufly makes ufe of a fea term to reprefent the life led by the 
Sophifts, as rcfembling that of mariners j who are roving inceffantly from port to port, and never 

V O L . in . 3 G continue 
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HIP . It is becaufe I have not had leifure *', Socrates. For the Elearrc, yo\* 
are to k n o w , whenever they have any public affairs to negotiate with any 
of the neighbouring cities, conftantly apply to m e , and appoint me their a m -
baffador for that purpofe, in preference to all o t h e r s : becaufe they confider 
me as a perfon the ableft to form a right judgment of what is argued a n d 
alleged by every one of the cities,, and to make a proper report of it to 
them. M y embaflies *, therefore, have been frequent to many of thofe 
powers ; but ofteneft, and upon points the moft in number , as well as of the 
higheft impor tance , have I gone to Sparta to t reat with the Lacedaemonians* 
This is the reafon, then , in anfwer to your queftion, why fo feldom I vifiC 
thefe par ts . 

Soc . T h i s it is, Hippias , to be a man t ru ly wife and perfectly a c c o m -
plifhed. F o r , being thus qualified, you have, in your private 3 capacity,. 

continue long in one place. But poflibly there is a further meaning j it may be intended to pre* 
j>are us for obferving that inftabiJity of Hippias himfelf, his notions and opinions, which is after
wards to appear throughout the dialogue;. an inftability arifing from his want of the fixed prince 
ciples of fcience, the only fure foundation of fettled opinions. At the fame rime; there is a pro
priety in this expreffion from the mouth of an Athenian, to whom it muft have been habitual;. 
Athens being feated near the fea, the Athenians the principal merchants, and their ftate the* 
greateft maritime power then in the world.—S. 

1 Plato acquaints us always as foon as poflible with the character of his fpeakcrs. In this 
firft fpeech of Hippias, the vain and oftentatious fophift, the folemn and formal orator, both appear 
in a ftrong light, and prepare us at once for all which is to follow, agreeably to thofe cha-r 
rafters.—S. 

* See Philoftrat p. 495. ed. Olear.—& 
3 Hippias is here reprefented as being both a fophift and an orator. For the better apprehend

ing this double character of his, and the more fully understanding thofe many palTages of Plate 
where thefe profeftions are mentioned, it may be ufeful to give a fummary account of their rife 
and nature. The Grecian wifdom then, or philofophy, in the moft antient times of which any 
records are left us, included phyfics, ethics, and politics, until the time of Thales the Ionian 
who giving himfelf up wholly to the ftudy of Nature, of her principles and elements, with the 
caufes of the feveral phenomena, became famous above all the antient fages for natural know
ledge v and led the way to a fucceflion of philofophers, from their founder and firft mafter called 
Ionic. Addi&?d thus to the contemplation- of things remote from the affairs of men, thefe all 
lived abftracted as much as poflible from human fociety i revealing the fecrets of nature only to a 
few felect difciples, who fought them out in their retreat, and had a genius for the fame abftrufe 
inquiries, together with a tafte for the fame retired kind of life. As the fame of their wifdom 
fpread, the curiofity of that whole inquifitive nation, the Grecians, was at length excited. This 

4 gave 
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great prefents made you by the young men of the age ; and are able to make 
them ample amends by the greater advantages which they derive from you : 
then, in your public character, you are able to do fervice to your country, 
as a man ought who would raife himfelf above contempt, and acquire repu
tation among the multitude. But, Hippias, what fort of reafon can be 
given, why thofe in former days, who are fb highly famed for wifdom, 
Pittacus, and Bias, and Thales the Milefian, with his difciples, fucceffors, 
and followers, down to Anaxagoras, if not all, yet moft of them, are found 
to have lived the lives of private men, declining to engage in public affairs ? 

HIP. What other reafon, Socrates, can you imagine befide this, that they 

gave occafion to the rife of a new profeffion, or feet, very different from that of thofe fpeculative 
fages. A fet of men, fmitten, not with the love of wifdom, but of fame and glory, men of great 
natural abilities, notable induftry and boldnefs, appeared in Greece ; and afluming the name of 
Sophifts, a name hitherto highly honourable, and given only to thofe by whom mankind in general 
were fuppofed to be made wifer, to their antient poets, legillators, and the Gods themfelves, 
undertook to teach, by a few leflbns, and in a fhort time, all the parts of philofophy to any 
perfon, of whatever kind was his difpofition or turn of mind, and of whatever degree the 
capacity of it, fo that he was but able to pay largely for his teaching. In the fame age with 
Thales lived Solon the Athenian; who took the other part of philofophy to cultivate, and, 
applying himfelf chiefly to moral and political fcience, became fo great a proficient in thofe 
fludies, that he gave a new fyftem of excellent laws to his country. Hence arofe in Athens a 
race of politicians, ftudious of the laws, and of the art of government. During this fucceflion, 
through force of natural genius, good polity, commerce and riches among the Athenians, great 
improvements were made in all the liberal arts: but that of oratory flouriflied above the reft, for 
this reafon; becaufe the Athenians lived under a popular government, where the art of ruling is 
only by perfuafion. Eloquence then being one of the principal means of perfuafion, and perfuafion 
the only way to acquire and maintain power, all who were ambitious of any magiftracy or office 
in the government ftudied to become eloquent orators: and the arts of rhetoric and polity were 
thus united in the fame perfons. Accordingly, we learn from the Attic writers of thofe days, that, 
the moft popular orators at Athens were appointed to embaffies, to magiflracies, to the command 
of armies, and the fupreme adminiftration of all civil affairs. See particularly Ifocrates in Orat. 
de Pace, & Panathen. In this dialogue we find that the fame fpirit prevailed at Elis. Now in 
men of great abilities the predominant paffion is ambition more frequently than avarice. Thofe of 
the Sophifts, therefore, who excelled in quicknefs of underftanding, ccmpafs of knowledge, and 
ingenuity, fuch as Hippias was, added to their other attainments the arts of popular oratory, and 
by thofe means got into the management of the ftate. Thus much for the prefent: the fequel 
and the fupplement of this fhort hiftory, fo far as they are necefTary to our purpofe, will appear 
<©n fit occafions.—S. 

3 c 2 liad 
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had not a fufficient reach of prudence for the conduct of their own private 
affairs, and thofe of the public at the fame time ? 

Soc. Tell me then, in the name of Jupiter, whether, as all other arts are 
improved, and the workmen of former times are contemptible and mean in 
companion with ours, fhall we fay that your art, that of the Sophiffs, hath 
in like manner received improvement; and that fuch of the antients as ap
plied themfelves to the ftudy of wifdom were nothing, compared to you of 
the prefent age ? 

HIP. Perfectly right: that is the very cafe. 
Soc. So that, were Bias to be reflored to life again in our days, he would 

be liable to ridicule, appearing in competition with you Sophifts : your cafe 
being parallel to that of our modern ftatuaries, who tell us that Dacdalusr 

were he alive, and to execute fuch works as thofe to which he owed his 
great name, would but expofe himfelf, and become ridiculous. 

HIP. The truth of the matter, Socrates, exactly is what you fay. I my
felf, however, make it my cuftom to beltow my commendations rather upon* 
the antients, and upon all fuch as flourifhed in times precedent to our own % 
giving them the preeminence and precedence 1 above ourfelves ; in order to 
efcape the envy of the living, and for fear of incurring the refentment of 
the dead 3 -

Soc. 
1 Adliterations, adnominations, and repetitions of the fame word, were fome of thofe pretti-

nefles of ftyle, or graces, where they are employed with judgment, which are faid to have been, 
invented by the rhetorical Sophifls. Plato, therefore, frequently in his dialogues, with great pro
priety, puts them into the mouths of fuch fpeakers. On what occafions, and how differently 
from the ufc made of them by thofe fophiflical orators, he introduces, them into his own flyle at 
other times, will be obferved elfcwherc.—S. 

2 There was a law at Athens, the author of which was Solon, ordaining /in Myuv Kaxa; rov it8~ 
rx/XCTa, net to revile the dead: a law made, fays Plutarch, partly from a political confideration, to 
hinder the perpetuating of enmities ; partly from a motive of juuice, which forbids the attacking 
thofe who are not in a capacity of defending themfelves; and partly from a principle of religion^ 
agreeably to which the departed ate to be looked on as facred : xai b<riov roug /xE&earcoTag hpoug vofxi-
(av. Plut. in Vit. Solon, p. 8o. E . That this fentiment was oi much earlier antiquity than the 
age of Solon, appears from the following paflage of Archilochus, cited by Clemens Alex. Strom. 
1. vi. p, 619 . ed. Sylburg. 

Ov yap (inf. f. ra}') ecrQXa, KarQavovri xepTcneiv 

Esr' a:$pa<ri. 
Tor 
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Soc. In my opinion, Hippias, you fee the matter in a juft light, and con
fider it thoroughly well. I myfelf can witnefs the truth of what you fay. 
It is indeed certain, that your art is in this refpecl: really improved, in that 
you are able to manage the concerns of the public, and at the fame time 
give attention to your own private interefts.' For Gorgias1, that great 
fuphift of Leontium, came hither on a public embaffy from his country, as 
the ableft man among the Leontines to negotiate their affairs of ftate : and 
here he acquired glory by his fine harangues in the affembly of the people; 
at the fame time that by his exhibitions before private companies % 

and 
For this is evil, with heart biting taunt 
To perfecute men dead.—— 

And from this of Homer ftill earlier, 

OUK bffiov (p6t^£voio-ii/ en1 avtyctqiv euxiraaaQcu: 
Odyff. 1. xxii. ver. 4 1 2 . 

With boaftful fpeech to glory o'er the dead 
Is impious.——' 

This piece of antient religion arofe partly from an opinion, that fouls freed from their earthly 
bodies were in a ftate of being fuperior to that of mortals, and ought, therefore, to be honoured 
by them ; and partly was owing to a belief that the fhadowy ghofts, or fpirits, (which they diftin-
guifhcd from the intellectual fouls,) of dead perfons had it in their power to hurt the living, by 
haunting and difturbing them at leaft, if no other way. It is on the foundation of this belief 
that Virgil reprefents Dido thus threatening iEneas, 

Omnibus umbra locis adero : dabis, improbe, pcenas, 
iEneid. 1. iv. ver. 3$tv 

Be where thou wilt, my fhade fhall ftill be there: 
Yes-, thou fhalt fuffer for thy cruelty, . 
Bafe man ! 

And hence likewife came to be inftituted the religious rite of offering SeXxmpicc, pacificatory 
Sacrifices, to the ghofts of thofe whom they were afraid of having offended. See Eurip. Iphigen. 
in- Taur, ver. 166.—S. 

1 The character of Gorgias is painted by Plato at full length in a dialogue inferibed with his 
name. It will he fufficient for our prefent purpofe to obferve, that Gorgias was by profeffion, like 
Hippias, an orator as well as fophift; and fet up for teaching both philofophy and the art of 
rhetoric: and that the price of his teaching was 100 PLVM, which is of our money 322I. 18s. 4d. 
from each of his Scholars.—S. 

3 The profeffion or bufinefs of a fophift confiftcd of three branches: one of which was to per
fect and accomplifh the fine gentleman, according to the idea which the Grecians had of fuch a 
character in that age of fophifm : not to form him from the firft rudiments throughout, or in 

any 
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a n d his teaching our young men, he collected and raifed very confiderable 
fums of money from this city. Or, if you would have another inffance, 
there is my own friend, the famous Prodicus1 ; who has frequently been 
fent hither on feveral public embaflies: but the laft time, not long fince, 
when he came as ambaflador from Ceos, his fpeeches before the council 
gained him great honour; and his private exhibitions in the mean time, 
together with the tuition of our young men, piocured him an immenfe 
heap of money. But not one of thofe antient fages ever thought proper to 
exact money by way of fee or reward for his teaching; or ever took it into 
his head to difplay his wifdom before a mixed multitude. So fimple were 
they, and fo much a fecret was it to them, how valuable a thing was 

any part, (for thi* taflc they thought beneath them,) but, after a courfe of liberal education had 
been gone through, and the ftudies and exercifes of youth were ended, to give him then the finifh-
ing touches•, qualifying him to fpeak plaufibly upon all fubje&s, to fupport with fpecious argu
ments either fide of any queftion or debate, aRd by falfe oratory and fallacious reafoning, after
wards from them called fophiftical, to corrupt the hearers, filence the oppofers, and govern all in 
all things. T o attain thefe admired accomplifhments, the young gentleman was conflantly to 
attend, and follow them every where, as long as he thought fit himfelf; obfcrving in what 
manner they difputed de quolibet entey on any point which offered j and learning by degrees to 
imitate them. Hence, that which we tranflate tuition, or teaching, is every where in Plato termed 
•cvmvou rois veots, the being accompanied by the young men. Another part of the fophift's occupa
tion, quite diftinct from the former, though carried on at the fame time, was to read lectures at 
a certain price to each auditor, before as many as they could procure beforehand to become fubferi-
bers to them. Thefe lectures, the fubjects of which were chofen indifferently, were in the way 
of declamations, diflertations, or what we commonly call effays, ready compofed and written down. 
They were not contrived, however, for the purpofe of teaching or inftruclion: nor could they in
deed effectually ferve that end ; for long fpeeches and lectures are eafily forgotten : but they were 
calculated merely for entertainment and oflentation ; and properly enough, therefore, entitled by 
the Sophifts themfelves tm&iZuf, exhibitions. The third branch of their trade, the only one culti
vated gratuitou%, for the fake of fame, though probably with a view, befides, of gaining 
cuflomers in thofe other the lucrative branches, was to anfwer all queftions propofed to them ; 
like the antient oracle at Delphi, or the authors of the Athenian oracle in the laft age j allufions 
to which practice of theirs we fhall meet with frequently in Plato. But in this paffage he had 
occafion only to mention their other two employments, from which immediately accrued their 
gain.—-S. 

1 In Prodicus alfo were united the two charaders of orator and fophift: as Philoflratus (in 
Vit. Sophift.) confirms. That Socrates condefcended to attend his lectures, an4 contracted an 
intimacy with him, we learn from feveral of Plato's dialogues. The price paid by each of hts 
auditors at thofe laft exhibitions of his, here mentioned, was 50 fyaxfxat, or il. 12s. 3 |d . See 
Plat, in Cratyl. p. 384 . and Ariftot. Rhet. 1. iii. c. 14 .—S. 

money. 
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money. Whereas each of the others , w h o m I mentioned, has made m o r e 
money of his wifdom, than any other, artificer 1 could ever earn from any 
art whatever : and prior to thefe Protagoras did the fame. 

HIP. YOU know nothing, Socrates, of wha t high advantages belong to 
our profeffion. If you knew but how great have been my own gains, you 
would be amazed. T o give you only one inftance : Going upon a certain 
t ime to Sicily, where Protagoras then refided, high in reputat ion and reve
rend in years ; I , though at that t ime in-age greatly his inferior, gained in a 
very fhort t ime more than a hundred and fifty minas 3 : nay, from one-
place only, and that a very little one , Inycum, I took above twenty 3 . 
T h i s when I brought home wi th m e , and prefented to my father, it ftruck 
him and my other friends in the city with wonde r and aftonifhment. 
T o fay the t ru th , I am inclined to think, that not any two of the fophifts, 
name which you pleafe, taken together , have acquired fo much money as 
myfelf. 

S o c . A fair and a notable evidence have you produced, Hippias , proving 
not only your own wifdom,- but how wife the world , too, is become n o w -
a-days; and what difference there is between the modern wifdom and the 
antient in point of excellence. For of thefe predeceffors* of yours there is 
reported great folly, according to your account of things 4 ; T o Anaxagoras , 
for inftance, k is faid, happened the contrary of that lucky fate which befel 
you. For , when great wealth had been left h im, he through negligence, 

1 Axxoj fafuoupyofr The reafon why Plato ufes this word, rather than T f ^ v i x o ; , his ufual term 
for artift, will appear in his dialogue named The Sophift; where he debafes that profeffion below 
the rank of the meaneft artificer in any ufeful or honeft way.—S. 

2 Equal to 484I. 7s. 6d. Englifh money.—-S. 
3 Equal to 64I. u s . 8d. In all our calculations we have followed the ufual way of computing;. 

in which an ounce of the filver coin of Athens is valued but at 5s. 2d. and the Attic tyaxpui is 
fuppofed equal to the Roman denarius ; though, as Dr. Arbuthnot judicioufty obferves, xhere is 
reafon to think it was of greater value.—S. 

4' TW yap 7rpoTtfwv iiipx hva&yopou. In our tranfiation we have omitted this laft word; appre
hending it to have been at firft one of thofe, fo frequently of old written .on the margin of books 
by way of explication or illultration, and fo frequently, when thofe books came to be copied 
afterward, affumed into the text. For, if permitted to remain, it confounds or much difturbs the 
conftruclion ; and fo greatly puzzled the old tranflators, that they have Severally given this pafTage 
four different meanings, all of them, compared with what follows, evidently fpoiling the fenfe. 
We fhould choofe, therefore, to read TUV yap TTpoTtpuv mpi, teyncti x. T. A .—S. 

they 
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they fay, loft it all : fo filly was he with his wifdom. And of other antient 
fcges they relate ftories of the fame kind. A clear proof, I think, therefore, 
this which you exhibit, in what a wife age we live; and what difproportion 
the wifdom of it bears to that of former times. Many too, I know, are 
agreed in this opinion, that a wife man ought, in the firft place, to be wife 
to himfelf. Now the ftandard of this kind of wifdom is, it feems, he who can 
get the moft money. But fo much for this. And now tell me, as to your 
own gains, from which of the cities whither you have travelled did you col
lect the largeft fums ? Undoubtedly it muft have been from Sparta, whither 
you have gone the ofteneft. 

HIP. Not from thence, Socrates, by Jupiter. 
Soc. How fay you ? What, the leaft fum from thence ? 
HIP. Never any thing at all. 
Soc. It is a prodigy what yob relate : and I am amazed at it, Hippias. 

But tell me, as to that wifdom of yours, has it not the power to improve in 
virtuous excellence all your followers who are converfant with it, and will 
learn ? 

H I P . In the higheft degree, Socrates. 
Soc. Were you able then to improve the fons of the Inycians, yet wanted 

fuch ability with regard to the fons of Sparta ? 
HIP. Far from it. 
Soc. The Sicilians then, I warrant, have a defire of virtuous improve

ment ; but the Spartans not fo. 
HIP. Strongly fo, Socrates, have the Spartans. 
Soc. Was their want of money then the reafon why they followed you not ? 
HIP. By no means; for of money they have plenty. 
Soc. What account then can be given in fuch a cafe as this, when they 

•were defirous of improvement, and in no want of money to purchafe it; and 
you able to furnifh them with the higheft degrees of it; why they did not 
fend you away loaded with riches ? What; certainly the reafon of it cannot 
.be this, that the Spartans can educate their fons in a better manner than you 
could educate them ? Or fhall we fay they can? and do you admit this to be 
irue ? 

HIP. By no means in the world. 
Soc. Were yon not able then to perfuade the young men at Sparta that, 

by 
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by the help of your converfation, they migh t make greater advances in v i r 
tue than ever they could hope to do from the company and converfe of the i r 
fathers ? O r could you not perfuade thofe fathers that they would do better 
to commit the inftruclion of their fons to your managemen t , than to unde r 
take that care themfelves, if they had any affectionate regard for their off-
fpring ? For it could not be that they envied their children the a t t a inment 
of the higheft excellence in vir tue. 

HIP . I have no fufpicion of their envying them fuch an a t ta inment . 
S o c . W e l l now ; and Sparta is really governed by good laws. 
HIP . W h o makes a doubt of it ? 
S o c . Very w e l l ; and in cities governed by good laws the higheft value 

is fet on vir tue. 
HIP . Certainly. 
S o c . And how to teach virtue to others you k n o w beft of all m e n . 
HIP . By much, Socrates. 
S o c . N o w the man who knows beft how to teach and impar t to others 

the art of horfemanfhip, of all countries in Greece would not fuch a m a n 
meet wi th moft honour, and acquire moft weal th , inTheffa ly % and w h e r e -
ever elfe this art was cultivated moft ? 

HIP . It is probable he would. 
S o c . And will not the man w h o is capable of delivering the moft valuable 

inftructions with regard to vir tue , meet with moft honour, and pick up moft 
money too, if he be that way inclined, in Sparta , and every other Grecian 
city governed by good laws ? - But in Sicily *, my friend, ra ther do you fup
pofe, or at Inycum ? Ough t we , Hippias , to give credit to this ? for, if you 
fey it, we muft believe. 

HIP . T h e t ruth is, Socrates, that the Spartans hold it facred 5 to m a k e 

* Sec the beginning of Plato's Meno.—S. 
* The Sicilians were as infamous for luxury as the Spartans were illuftrious for virtue. Whence 

the Greek proverb, SwiXixn rpomtfai and the Latin, Simla dapes.—S. 

3 This facred authority, which the Spartans attributed to the laws of their country, was owing 
partly to the fan&ion given to thofe laws by the Delphian oracle; as appears from Xenophon's 
fhort obfervations upon the Lacedaemonian polity j and partly to the fanction of an oath taken by 
their anccftors, through a ftratagem of Lycurgus, to maintain his laws inviolable : for which fee 
Plutarch's life of that legiflator, towards the end S. 

V O L . H I . 3 D U O 
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no innovation in their Jaws; and to educate their youth in uo other way 
than what is agreeable to their antient ufages l . 

Soc. How fay you? Do the Spartans hold it (acred not to"do what is 
right, but to do the contrary ? 

HIP. I would not fay any fuch thing, not I, Socrates. 
Soc. Would not they do right then to educate their fons in the better 

way, and not in the worfe ? 
HIP. It is true they would: but the laws do not permit them to have 

their youth educated by foreigners, or after a foreign mode*. For, be 
affured, if any foreigner ever acquired wealth at Sparta by teaching or in-
ftrucYmg their youth, much more fo mould I; fince they take great pleafure 
in hearing my differtations, and give me high encomiums : but in the affeifc 
of education, the law, as I faid, does not permit them the benefit of my in-
ftrucYions, 

Soc. The law, Hippias, do you fuppofe mifchievoxjs to the public, or 
beneficial ? 

HIP. It is inftituted, I prefume, for the benefit of the public: but fome
times, where the frame of the law is bad, it proves a public mifchief. 

Soc. Well; but do not legiflators always frame the law with a view ol 
procuring for the public the greateft good ? and becaufe without law it were 
impoffible to live in a ftate of order and good government. 

HIP. Without doubt, they do. 
Soc When thofe, therefore, who undertake the making laws fail of 

procuring good, they have miffed their end, and erred from good govern
ment and law. Or how fay you otherwife? 

HIP. Accurately fpeaking, Socrates, I muft own the thing is fo ; but men, 
are not ufed to affix fuch a meaning to the word law. 

* The manner of the Spartan education may be feen at large in Cragius de Repub. Lacedsem. 
lib. i i i . ~ S . 

* The Spartans, above all people being attached to the antient conflitution of their government 
and laws, were extremely jealous of having a tafte introduced among them for foreign manners 
and fafhims; becaufe they were well aware, that by thefe means an efTential change in their con
flitution would gradually follow and take place. This jealoufy of theirs they carried to fuch a 
height, that they fuffered no foreigner, or perfon of foreign education, to take up his conftant 
refidence in Sparta; nor any of their own people to refide for any coaiiderable length of time in 
foreign countries.—S. 
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Soc. D o you fpeak of men w h o k n o w wha t law means , or of men w h o 
want that knowledge ? 

HIP . I fpeak of the bulk of mankind , the mul t i tude . 
Soc . Are thefe fuch as know the t ru th of things, this mul t i tude ? 
HIP . Certainly not . 
S o c . But thofe who have tha t knowledge, the wife, hold that which is 

more beneficial, to be in reality, and according to the t ruth of things, more a 
law to all men than what is lefs beneficial. D o not you agree with them in 
this ? 

H I P . I agree that in reality fo it is. 
S o c . Is not the nature and the condition of every thing fuch as thofe hold 

it to be who are really knowing in the thing ? 
HIP . Undoubtedly. 
S o c . N o w to the Spartans, you fay, an education under you a foreigner, 

and after a foreign manner , would be more beneficial than to be educated 
after the manner of their own country. 

HIP . And I fay what is t rue . 
S o c . And that which is more beneficial is more a law. T h i s you fay 

likewife, Hippias. 
HIP . I have admitted it fo to be. 
S o c According, therefore, to your account , to have the fons of the Spar* 

tans educated under Hippias , is more agreeable to l a w ; and their education 
under their fathers is more repugnant to l a w ; fuppofing that from you they 
would receive advantages really greater. 

HIP . And fb indeed would they, Socrates. 
S o c . N o w from hence it follows, that the Spartans violate the law in 

not making you prefents of money , and commit t ing their fons to your care. 
HIP . Be it fo : for you feem to argue thus in my favour ; and it is not 

my bufinefs to controvert your a rgument . 
S o c . Violators of the law then, my friend, w e find thefe Spartans, and 

that in the moft important article t o o ; thefe, who are thought to be the 
greateft obfervers of it. But , in the name of the Gods, Hippias , of what kind 
are thofe differtations for which they give you thofe high encomiums ? and 
upon what topics do they take that great pleafure in hearing you harangue ? 

3 D 2 N o 
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No doubt, they muft be the fame in which you have fo much excellent 
knowledge; thofe which relate to the ftars and the phenomena of the Iky. 

HIP. They by no means endure to hear a word upon thefe fubjects x . 
Soc But they take pleafure in hearing a lecture upon the fubject of 

geometry. 
HIP, Not at all: for many of the Spartans know not even the common 

rules of arithmetic ; nay, fcarcely, I may fay, how to reckon. 
Soe. They are far from enduring then to hear you difcourfe on the nature 

of numbers and accounts. 
HIP. Very far from that, by Jupiter. 
Soe. The fubjects, then, I warrant you, are thofe upon which you are 

able to differt, divide, and diftinguifh, with the greateft accuracy of all men;, 
concerning the power of letters and fyllableŝ  of harmonies and rhythms a . 

HIP. What harmonies, or what letters, my good man, do they concern, 
themfelves about r 

Soc. Well; what are the fubjects, then, upon which they attend to you; 

with fo much pleafure to themfelves, and fo much commendation of you ? 
Tell me yourfelf, fince I cannot find it out. 

HIP. Concerning the genealogies, O Socrates., of the heroes and of men ^ 
1 The polity of the Spartans was contrived with a view of making them a military people. 

For this reafon, the mechanical and necefTary arts were left to fervants and flaves\ and fuch part 
only of the liberal kind was admitted amongfl them as contributed to military fkill, or fitted thenv 
for#the toils and. the ftratagems of war. But philofophy and the fciences are faid to have been, 
wholly excluded. Many pafTages from the antients in proof of this are collected by the anno-
tatort. on jElian. Var. Hift. 1. xii. c. 50 . and by N"ic. Craig, in his treatife before cited, l.iii. Per
haps, however, it was only fo in appearance. It may be worth while to examine and confider 
well what Plato fays on this fubjecT in his Protagoras.—S. 

a The Spartans were not more remarkable for a contempt of grammar and mathematics, tharii 
was Hippias for his fkill in thofe fciences, as appears from the fhorter dialogue called by his name. 
This part of the Introduction, the third and laft, receives much grace from both thefe circum-
ftances. For the mention of the fciences here in this manner, with a mixture of compliment and' 
humour, feems to arife naturally from the chara&er of the perfon with whom Socrates is conver-
frng, and from that of the people who are the prefent fubject of this part of their converfation.. 
Plato ufes fuch exquifite art in the ceconomy of his dialogues, that whatever is brought upon the 
carpet appears to fall in naturally: at the fame time that all the circumftances of it harmonize 
together; and every particular contributes to carry on his defigns, either the principal'or fubor
dinate \ being, indeed purpofely introduced for the fake of thefe.—S. 

concerning 
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concerning the migration of tribes, and fettling of colonies; the antiquity 
and firft foundation of cities; in a word, concerning every thing in antient 
ftory, they hearken to me with the utmoft pleafure. So that J have been 
obliged to ftudy thofe things myfelt for their fakes, and to perfect myfelf in 
all that fort of knowledge. 

Soc. By Jupiter, Hippias, it was fortunate for you that the Spartans take 
no pleafure in hearing a man reckon up our archons from the time of 
Solon For, if they did, the perfecting yourfelf in fuch a catalogue would 
put you to no little trouble. 

HIP. Why fo, Socrates ? Upon hearing fifty names repeated only once, 
I will undertake to remember them. 

Soc It is true; but I did not confider that you had an excellent memory. 
So now I conceive the reafon why, in all probability, the Spartans are de
lighted with you : it is becaufe you know fuch a multitude of things, and 
are of the fame ufe to them that old women are to children, to entertain 
them with the recital of pretty fables and old ftories. 

HIP. And by Jupiter, Socrates, upon a manly fubjecT too, that of beauty in 
manners. For, difcourfing there lately of a complete rule of manners be
coming a young man, I gained much applaule. And I take this opportu
nity to inform you, that I have a differtation upon this fubjecT extremely 
beautiful, finely framed in every refpecl, but particularly admirable for the 
choice of w o r d s T h e occafion, or way of introducing my difcourfe, is 

this:— 
1 This was the aera of the Athenian grcatnefs. For the lenity of Solon's laws, the limitation 

which they gave to the formidable power of a perpetual fenate, and the popular liberty which they 
cttablifhed, produced in the people fuch a fpirit—the confequence always of lenity in the govern
ment, legal liberty, and a (hare of power—that Athens foon grew able to rival Sparta, and to be 
her competitor for the chief fway and leading in the general affairs of Greece. Plato here, there* 
fore, intends a fine compliment to his country. That he could have no contrary view is evident j 
becaufe the archons, or chief magiftrates of Athens, had been elected annually, nine in number, 
eighty years before the archonfhip of Solon, when his laws were inftituted. Plato would not 
have bounded his lift of archons with the time of Solon, had his intention been to fatirixe the 
Athenian conftitution j as it may feem to fome, who imagine him in all things to be in jeft, and 
always fitirical.—S. 

* The Sophifts were remarkably curious upon this head. The words which they afFe&ed t« 
ufe were the fmooth, the foft, and the delicate; the pompous, and the highly-compound j the 
jplcndid, the florid, the figurative and poetical j the quaint, and the uncommon} the antique* 

and 
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th i s :—Afte r the taking of T r o y , Neopto lemus is fuppofed to afk advice of 
Nef to r , and to inquire of h im, wha t courfe of life a young man ought to 
follow in order to acquire renown and glory. Upon this Neftor fpeaks, and 
lays down a great many excellent precepts concerning the beauty of manners 
and a well-regulated life. T h i s 1 differtation I exhibited at Sparta ; and 
t h r ee days hence am to exhibit the fame here at Athens , in the fchool of 
Phidoftratus, together wi th feveral other pieces of mine worth the hearing. 
I do it at the requeft of Eudicus , the fon of Apemantes . You will not fail, 
I hope, being prefent at it yourfelf, and bringing others wi th you to be of 
the audience, fuch as are capable judges of performances of this kind. 

S o c . W e fhall do fo, Hippias ; if fo it pleafe God. But at prefent anfwer 
m e a fhort queflion relating to your differtation. Fo r you have happily re
minded me . You muft k n o w , my friend, that a certain perfon puzzled me 
lately in a converfation we had together a —af te r I had been inveighing againft 
fome things for their bafenefs and deformity, and praifing fome other things 
for their excellence and beauty-—by at tacking me with thefe queftions in a 
very infolent m a n n e r . — 4 4 W h e n c e came you, Socrates, faid he, to k n o w 
wha t things are beautiful, and what are otherwife ? For can you tell rne, 
n o w , what the beautiful i s ? " J, through the meannefs of my knowledge, 
found myfelf at a lofs, and had nothing to anfwer him with any propriety. 
So, qui t t ing his company, I grew angry with myfelf, reproached myfelf, and 
threatened that , as foon as ever I could meet with any one of you wife men , 
-I would hear what he had to fay upon the fubjecl, and learn and ftudy it 
thoroughly ; and, that, done, would re turn to my queftioner, and battle the 
poin t wi th him over again. N o w , therefore, as I faid, you are come hap-

and obfolete » with many, new ones of their own invention j all, in fhort, which any way ferved 
to pleafe the fenfe, or amufe the fancy, without informing the underftanding. Inftances of all 
which are recorded in the antient critics, and may be feen. collected, many of them by Crefojlius 
in Theat. Rhet. 1. iii. c. 2 3 . As to the diction of Hippias in particular, it is represented by Max-
imus Tyrius, c. 2 3 . to have been empty and upmcaping, and his eloquence void of folidity. 

1 This boalted di/Tertation of Hippias was intitled T^Vapj, as we learn from Philoflrafus, in 
whofe time it appears to have been extant. The plan of manners whjch it laid down, if we may 
conjecture from the title, was taken from the characters of the heroes in Homer's Iliad, chiefly 
from that of Achilles, Hippias's favourite. See the fhprter dialogue called by his name,—S. 

1 This certain perfon was no other than the dianoetic part or power of the foul of Socrates: 
ior i t U this part which invsitigates truth, deriving its principles, from intellect.—rT. 

pily 
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pily for me. Give me ample information then accordingly concerning t h e 
nature of the beautiful itfelf t and endeavour to be as accurate a s poflible i n 
your anfwers to what I fhall afk you ; that I may not be confuted a fecond 
time, and defervedly again laughed at. For you underftand t h e queftion, n o 
doubt, perfectly we'll. To you fuch a piece o f knowledge can b e b u t a little 
one, amongft the multitude of thofe which y o u a r e mafter of. 

HIP. Little enough, by Jupiter, Socrates; and fcarcely of any value at all. 
Soc The more eafdy then fhall I learn it; and not be confuted or puz

zled any more upon that point by any man. 
HIP. Not by any man. For otherwife W o u l d my (kill b e mean, a n d no

thing beyond vulgar attainment. 
Soc It will be a brave thing, by Juno, Hippias, t o get the better o f the 

man, as you promife me we fhall. But fhall I be any obftacle to the vic
tory if I imitate his manner, and* after you have anfwered fome queftion o f 
mine, make objections to your anfwer ; for the fake only of more thorough 
information from you ? for I have a tolerable fhare of experience in the prac
tice o f making objections. If it be no difference therefore to you, I mould 
b e glad to have the part of an objector allowed me, in order t o be made a 
better mafter of the fubject. 

HIP. Take the part of an objector, then: for, a s I faid juft how, it i s n o 
very knotty point, that which you inquire about. I could teach you to an
fwer queftions much more difficult than this, i n fuch a manner that none. 
fhould ever be able to refute you. . 

Soc. O rare ! what good news you tell me ! But come, fince you bid me 
yourfelf, I will put myfelf in the place of my antagonift, try to be what h e 
is, to the beft o f my power, and in his perfon begin to queftion you. Now, 
i f he were o f the audience, when you exhibited that differtation which you 
talk of, concerning the beauty of manners, after he had heard it through, 
and ycu had done fpeaking, this point rather than any other would be upper-
moft in his mind to queftion you upon, this relating to the beautiful: for h e 
has a certain habit o f f o doing; and thus would he introduce it.—" Efean 
ftranger ! I would afk you, whether it is not by having honefty that honeft 
men are honeft ?" Anfwer now, Hippias, as if he propofed t h e queftion. 

HIP. I fhall anfwer—It is by their having honefty. 
Soc Is not this fome certain thing then, this honefty ? 

HIP, 
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HIP . Clearly fo. 
S o c A n d is i t not likewife by their hav ing wifdom that wife m e n arc 

wife ? and by having good in t h e m that all good things are good ? 
«HIP. W i t h o u t difpute. 
S o c A n d are no t thefe fome certain real things 1 ? for they are not 

furely non-ent i t ies , by whofe int imate prefence wi th other things thofe 
th ings are what they are . 

HIP . Undoubtedly , real th ings . 
S o c . I afk you then, whether all things which are beautiful are not in 

l ike manne r beautiful by their having beauty ? 
HIP . T h e y a re , by their having beauty . 
S o c . Some certain real th ing, this beauty. 

,HIP. A real th ing . Bu t wha t is to come of all this ? 
S o c T e l l me n o w , friend (hanger , wil l he fay, what this thing is, this 

Ipeauty, or the beautifuL 
HIP . Does not the propofer of this queftion defire to have it told h i m , 

wha t is beautiful ? 
S o c I th ink not , H i p p i a s : but to have it told him what the beautiful is. 
HIP. HOW does this differ from that ? 
S o c . D o you th ink there is no difference between them ? 
HIP . T h e r e is not any. 
S o c . You certainly k n o w bet ter . Obferve *, my good friend, what the 

queftion is. For he afks you, not wha t is beautiful, but wha t is the beauti
ful. 

HIP . I apprehend you, honeft friend. And to that queftion, W h a t is the 
beautiful ? J fhall give an anfwer, fuch a one as can never be confuted. For 
be affured, Socrates, if the t ru th muft be told, a beautiful maiden is the thing 
beautiful. 

* This is levelled againft thofe who maintained that mind and the objects of mind have no 
real being ; attributing reality to nothing but that which they are able anptt rxiv x(tPon >&Gto-8at, 
fays Plato, (Theaetet. p. 155.) ** to take faft hold of with their hands j'' or, at leaft, which is the 
object of one or other of their fenfes.—S. 

a The Greek, as it is printed, is bfAut—aOptt. But the fenfe, as we apprehend, not admitting an 
adverfative adverb, the true reading probably is btxoo-t or c / x c v — a f y c i , that is, " Look clofe, or near:" 
for the Attic writers ufcd the word o/*ou to fignify the fame with tyyvj. See Harpocrat. p. 130, 
131. ed. Gwnov.—S. 

Soc. 
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S o c . An excellent anfwer, by the d o g 1 , H i p p i a s ; and fuch a one a s 
cannot fail of being applauded. Shall I then, in anfwering thus , have a n -
fwered the queftion afked me ? and that fo well as not to be refuted ? 

HIP. HOW mould you be refuted, Socrates, in avowing that which is t h e 
opinion of all the w o r l d ; and t h e t ru th of which all w h o hear you wi l l 
atteft ? 

S o c . Be it fo then , by all means. But n o w , Hippias, let me alone to 
refume the queftion, with your anfwer to it, by myfelf. T h e m a n will 
interrogate me after this m a n n e r : " Anfwer me , Socrates, and tell me , if 
there be any fuch thing as the beautiful itfelf*, to whofe prefence is owing 
the beauty of all thofe things which you call beautiful 3 ?" T h e n (hall I an

fwer 

1 Plato has in his dialogues drawn the picture of his hero with an exactnefs fo minute, that he 
feems not to have omitted the lead peculiarity in the ordinary converfation of that great man. 
Of this we have here an inftance very remarkable. Socrates, it feems, in common difcourfe 
ufcd frequently to fwear by brute animals. The different reafons which have been affigned for 
his fo doing, and the various cenfures pafTed on him, may be feen collected by Menage in Not. 
ad Laert. p. 92, 93.; M. Maffieu in the firfl tome of Les Mem. de 1'Acad. des Infcript. & Belles 
Lett. p. 205. ; and by M. du Soul in Not. ad Lucian. vol. i. p. 556. ed. Hemfterhus. Thus much 
is evident, that the Cretans had a law or cuftom, introduced amongft them by Rhadamanthus, to 
ufe that very kind of oaths •, on purpofe to avoid naming on every trivial occafion the Gods in 
whom they believed. See the authors cited by Olearius in Not. ad Philoftrat. p. 257. n. 22. 
That the great Athenian philofopher followed in this the example of the old Cretan judge and 
lawgiver, is the opinion of Porphyry, in 1. iii. de Abftinent. § 16. and indeed is in the higheft 
degree probable; becaufe we find Socrates fvvearing by the very fame fpecies of animals adjured 
commonly by the Cretans. The dog is named the moft frequently in the oaths of both •, probably 
becaufe domeftic, and the moft frequently in fight when they were talking. See the Scholiaft on 
Arifloph. Av. ver. 52 1. and Suidas in voce 'Fa$a(xav8vos bpnog.—S. 

a The Greek is, u rt tariv avro ro xat.cv. Among the Attic writers et has often the force of an 
adverb of interrogation, fignifying " whether like theEnglifh particle " if." This is one of the 
many idioms of our language, correfponding with thofe of the antient Attic Greek. But this idiom 
feems not to have been well known, or at leaft not here obferved, by any of the tranflators : for 
they all interpret this part of the fentence in a conditional fenfe, making et a conditional con
junction. Nor does it indeed appear to have been better known to thofe old tranferibers of the 
original, from whofe copies are printed the editions we have of Plato. For their ignorance in this 
point feems to have occafioncd thofe corruptions of the text taken notice of in the two following 
notes.—S. 

3 The whole fentence in the prefent editions ftands thus : 10; /uoi, w TuKparsg, airoxfivat' ravra 

oravra a. <py$ xaha ttvai, EI rt zanv avro ro K«>OV, TXVT av tin xa.xa; In the latter part of this fentence 
there is undoubtedly an omiffion j which we ought to fupply thus •> AI 'O T O U T ' ay cm xaXa, as we 

V O L . in. 3 E read 
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fwer h im t h u s : " A beautiful maiden is that beautiful, to whofe prefence-
thofe other things owe their beauty V 

HIP . W e l l . And do you imagine, after this, that he will ever think of 

refuting you ? or a t t empt to prove your anfwer concerning the th ing beauti

ful not a juft anfwer ? or , if he mould a t t empt it, that he would not be? 

ridiculous ? 

S p c T h a t he will a t t empt i t , friend, I a m well affured : but whether in 

fo doing he will be ridiculous, will appear in the a t t empt itfelf. However , 

I ' l l tell you what he will fay. 

HIP . T e l l me then . 

S o c . " H o w pleafant you are , Socrates ! " he will fay. " Is not a beautiful 

m a r e then a th ing beautiful? commended as fuch even by the divine 

oracle V * W h a t (hall we anfwer, Hippias ? Shall we not acknowledge, that 

a mare 

Tead in the fentence following, where Socrates repeats the terms of the queftion : or rather, ft *. 
T the dative cafe having been ufed by Socrates juft before, when he dated the queftion f i r f t . — S . 

1 The Greek is printed thus : Eyw 3n tpu, 'on ti vrapStvos aoxov tart Ji* b ravr' av uv xa*a~ 
But the fenfe evidently requires us to expunge the word ti before vapOwoc., and to read on napOtvos 
xaXn xaAov £<rn, x . T. X. The author of this interpolation, no doubt, intended to make this fentence 
anfwer to the former •, and thus completed the feries of blunders, which arofe gradually from that 
ignorance of the Attic idiom, ufed in the former fentence, of which we accufed the tranferibers in 
note 2 , p. 393* This laft blunder has been the fource of another, a moft ridiculous one, made by 
Auguftinus Niphus in a Latin treatife De Pulchro. His intention, in the former part of that 
work, is to illuftrate the Greater Hippias of Plato. In purfuance of which he thinks it incum
bent on him, in the firft place, to prove the excellence of fome particular beauty; fuch as may beft 
-{how, we prefume he means, the perfection of the ideal pattern. Tor this purpofe, he politely 
and gallantly urges the following argument, manifeftiy borrowed from the error complained of in 
this note ; M If the princefs Joan of Arragon be beautiful without a fault, then there muft be fome
thing abfolutely beautiful in the nature of things : But none can deny the faultlefs beauty of the 
princefs Joan : Therefore, & c " And in proof of this laft pofition,he gives us a long detail of the 
charms of that princefs \ fuch as, b e f i d e 3 the beauties of her mind and fweetnefs of her manners, 
ber golden locks, blue eyes, dimpled chin, & c &c. &c. from head to foot.—S. 

a The oracle here meant is recorded at large by Jo. Tzetzes, chil. ix. cap. 2 9 1 . of which only 
the following verfe relates to the prefent fubjecl— 

'liriroi Qpnuttau, Aajteoai/Mivuxi TI ywaatt$. 

The dames of Sparta and the mares of Thrace 
Excel amongft the females of their kind. 

Out of this the Grecians, with a little alteration, made a proverb, current amongft them, 
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a mare is beautiful likewife ? meaning a beautiful mare . For , indeed, h o w 
fhould we dare deny that a beautiful thing is beautiful ? 

H I P . T r u e , Socrates. And no doubt the God rightly gave that com
mendation : for with us, too, there are mares exceedingly beautiful f . 

Soc . " Very well n o w , " will he fay : " but wha t , is no t a beautiful lyre 
too a thing beautiful r " Shall we allow it, Hippias ? 

H I P . Certainly. 
S o c . After this he will fay, (for with tolerable certainty I can guefs he 

will , from my knowledge of bis character,) " But what th ink you of a beau
tiful foup-pan, you fimpleton you ? is not that a thing beautiful then ? " 

HIP . W h o is this man , Socrates ? 1 warran t , fome unmanner ly and i l l -
bred fellow, to dare to ment ion things fo mean and contemptible , upon a 
fubject fo noble and fo refpectable. 

Soc . Such is the man , Hippias ; not nice and delicate ; but a mean 
fhabby fellow, without confideration or regard for aught except this, in 
every i n q u i r y , — W h a t is true ? — T h e man , however , muff have an an fwer : 
and in order to it, I thus premife—If the pan be made by a good w o r k m a n , 

"ITTTTOV Qtff-orotXtwv, AaHih^aifxovinv re ywouxeu 

A Spartan dame, and a Theflalian mare. 
See Barthius on Claudian, de 4to Conf. Hon. ad ver. 5 4 3 . pag. 6 9 7 . 

Hence it arofe in time, that the words of the oracle itfelf fufTered a change; and inftead of 
® f m * < a i was fubftituted (dtacaUxai: with which alteration we find the oracle cited again by the 
fame Tzetzes, chil. x. c. 330. That the former word is the true reading, and the latter a cor
ruption, rather than the reverfe of this, is probable from the authority of a writer, the moft antient 
of thofe who cite this oracle, Eufebius, in Praep. Ev. 1. v. c. xxvii. pag. 132. ed. R. Steph.—S. 

1 We learn from Plutarch, vol. ii. p. 303. that the people of Elis carried their mares into other 
countries to be covered. It is probable, therefore, that they encouraged only the female breed 
of that animal at home : efpecially if it be true, what Pliny and Servius write, that mares are better 
for a long race. See the annotators on Virgil, Georg. i. ver. 5 9 . The Eleans were undoubtedly 
thus curious about the breed, on account of the chariot-races in the Olympic games j which wero 
celebrated in their country, and from which they derived the advantage of being fuffered to enjoy a 
conftant peace, with liberty and honour— 

Et quas Elis opes ante pararat equis. 
P R O P E R T . 1. i. el. 8. Tcr. 35. 

And by her mares, fo fleet in race to run, 
The wealth which Elis antiently had won.—S. 

3 E 2 fmooth 
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fmooth and round, and well-baked ; like fome of our handfome foup-pan3 
with two handles, thofe which hold fix coas ', exceedingly beautiful in 
truth; if he mean fuch a pan as thefe are, the pan muft mull: be confeffed 
beautiful. For how, indeed, could we deny that to be beautiful which has 
real beauty ? 

HIP. By no means, Socrates. 
Soc. " Is not a beautiful foup-pan, then," he will fay, " a thing beautiful ? 

Anfwer." 
HIP. Well then, Socrates, my opinion of the cafe is this: Even this veffel, 

if well and handfomely made, is a beautiful thing likewife. But nothing of 
this kind deferves to be mentioned as beautiful, when we are fpeaking of a 
mare, and a maiden, or any other thing thus admirable for its beauty. 

Soc. So; now I apprehend you, Hippias. When the man aiks fuch a 
queftion as that, we are thus, it feems, to anfwer him :—" Honeft man ! are 
you ignorant how it was faid well by Heraclitus, * that the moft beautiful 
ape, in comparifon with the human 2 kind, is a creature far from beautiful?' 
Juft fo, the moft beautiful foup-pan is a thing far from beautiful in compa
rifon with the maiden kind; as it is faid by Hippias the wife." Is it not 
thus, Hippias, that we muft anfwer ? 

HIP. By all means, Socrates : your anfwer is perfectly right. 
Soc. Mind me now : for upon this, I am well alfured, he will fay to me 

thus "̂ But fuppofe, Socrates, the maiden kind were to be fet in compa
rifon with the Goddefs kind ; would not the fame accident befall the maidens 
in that cafe, which happened to the foup-pans compared with them ? Would 

1 According to the accurate Dr. Arbuthnot's computation, the Attic x°us, or xoa, was a mea
fure containing three quarts. So that the fine tureens here mentioned held 4 ^ gallons.—S. 

a In the Greek we read aXAa ysvu. But, that we ought to read av6pairivc$ yzvet, there is no 
occafion, we prefume, for any arguments to prove. It will fufficiently appear from what is quoted 
prefently after from the fame Heraclitus. For, however dark or myjlerious his writings might 
have been, as we are told they were, yet there is no reafon to think he wrote abfurdly. But the 
abfurdity was eafily committed by the tranfcribers of Plato; who probably fometimes did not well 
underftand his meaning, certainly were not always very attentive to it. For we learn from thofe 
who are much converfant with antient manufcripts, that a^www often, and avOpamvu fometimes, is 
written in this concife manner, dvZ' And no error is more common in the editions of Greek 
authors, than fuch as are occafioned by this very abbreviation.—S. 

not 
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not the faireft maiden appear far from being beautiful ? Does not Hera-
clitus further teach this very doctrine, which you yourfelf mult, needs infer 
to be true that the wifefl of men, compared with a God, will appear an 
ape in wifdom and beauty and every other excellence 2 ?" Shall we own, 
Hippias, the faired: maiden far from beautiful, in comparifon with a Goddefs?. 

HIP. Who, Socrates, would prefume to call this in queftion ? 
Soc No fooner then fhall I have agreed with him in this, than he will 

laugh at me, and fay, 4 4 Do you remember, Socrates, what queftion you was 
afked ?"—" I do," I mail tell him ; " it was this : What kind of thing was 
the beautiful itfelf?"—" When the queftion then," he will fay, " concerned 
the beautiful itfelf, your anfwer was concerning that which happens to be far 
frombeautiful, according to your own confeffion, as beautiful as it is."—" So 
it feems," fhall I fay ? Or what other reply, my friend, do you advife me to 
make him ? 

HIP. I think, for my part, you muit. reply in thofe very words. For 3 , 
when 

1 The Greek is thus printed, ov <ro fTrayj i ; and by all the tranflators interpreted after this man
ner: " That Heraclitus, whofe teftimony you cite as if the word fjuxprupa was tacitly underflood 
after ETrayn. Whether this interpretation be agreeable to the words of Plato, or not; we fee it 
plainly repugnant to the matter of fact: for it was not Hippias, but Socrates himfelf, who had 
juft before cited Heraclitus. Suppofing, however, that the writings of this philofopher were 
cited frequently by Hippias; and that poflibly, therefore, the meaning might be this : u He whofe 
teftimony you are ufed to c i t e y e t the alteration of the word ov into 'O AN will, we prefume, to 
every attentive and judicious reader, appear to make better fenfe and reafoning. For the faying of 
Heraclitus, which follows, as this philofopher inferred the truth of it, by analogy, from his com
parifon between apes and men, is no lefs a proper inference, in the fame way of reafoning, from 
what Hippias had juft before admitted to be his own meaning, and the amount of what he had 
faid concerning the foup-pan compared with a beautiful maiden. Our learned readers will alfo ob-
ferve the conftruclion to be much eafier, and more natural, when the fentence is read thus : H 
cu xat 'HpaxXtnos ravrov TOVTO \tytiy 6 av cu eorayn.— S. 

* In this quotation from Heraclitus every one will difcern the original of that thought in Mr. 
Pope's EfTay on Man—• 

Superior beings, when of late they faw 
A mortal man unfold all nature's law, 
Admired fuch wifdom in an earthly fhape, 
And fhowed a Newton, as we fhow an ape.—S. 

3 We entirely agree with Monf. Maucroy, in afligning the following fentence to Hippias; 
though all the other tranflations, with the printed editions of the Greek, attribute it to Socrates. 

The 
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when he fays that the human kind compared with the divine is far from 
beautiful, without doubt he will have the truth on his fide. 

Soc. "But were I to have afked you at firft this queftion," will he fay, 
4 What is beautiful, and at the fame time far from beautiful ?' and you 
were to have anfwered me in the manner you did ; would not you in that 
cafe have anfwered rightly ? And does the beautiful then itfelf, by which 
every other thing is ornamented, and looks beautiful, whenever this form of 
beauty fupervenes and invefts it, imparting thus the virtue of its prefence,— 
does this ftill appear to you to be a maiden, or a mare, or a lyre ?" 

HIP. Truly, Socrates, if this be the queftion which he afks, it is the eafieft 
thing imaginable to anfwer it ; and to tell him what that beautiful thing is, 
by which other things are ornamented; and which, by fupervening and in
verting them, makes them look beautiful. So that he muft be a very fimple 
fellow, and entirely a ftranger to things elegant and fine. For, if you only 
anfwer him thus, " that the beautiful, which he inquires after, is nothing 
elfe than gold," he will have no more to fay, nor attempt ever to refute 
fuch an anfwer. Becaufe none of us can be infenfible that, wherever gold 
be applied or fuperinduced, let the thing have looked ever fo vile and fordid 
before, yet then it will look beautiful, when it is invefted or ornamented 
with gold. 

Soc. You have no experience of the man, Hippias, how unyielding he is, 
and how hard in admitting any aflertion. 

HIP. WThat fignifies that, Socrates ? He muft of neceflity admit what is 
rightly afferted; or, in not admitting it, expofe himfelf to ridicule. 

Soc. And yet will he be fo far from admitting this anfwer, my friend, that 
he will treat me with open derifion, and fay to me, " You that are fo puffed 
up with the opinion of your own fkill and knowledge, do you think Phidias 
was a bad workman ?" And I believe I fhall anfwer, that he was far from 
being fo. 

HIP. YOU will anfwer rightly, Socrates. 
Soc. Rightly, without difpute. But he, when I have agreed with him that 

Phidias was a good workman, will fay, " Do you imagine, then, that Phidias 

The error feems to have arifen from want of obferving, that the particle uat in Plato has frequently 
the force of yecp ; and that KM 3TJ, though oftener xai /m&i, anfwers to the Latin enimvero.—S. 

3 was 
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was ignorant of that which you call the beautiful ?"—" To what purpofe do 
you afk this ?" I fhall fay.—" Becaufe Minerva's eyes," will he reply, "Phidias 
made not of gold, nor yet the reft of her face ; nor the feet, nor the hands 
neither: though fhe would have looked handfomeft, it feems, had fhe been 
a golden Goddefs : but he made thefe all of ivory *. It is evident that he 
committed this error through ignorance ; not knowing that gold it was 
which beautified all things, wherever it was applied." When he talks after 
this manner, what anfwer fhall we make him, Hippias ? 

HIP. There is no difficulty at all in the matter. We fhall anfwer, " Phi
dias was in the right; for things made of ivory are alfo, as I prefume, beau
tiful." 

Soc. " What was the reafon, then," will he fay, " why Phidias made not 
the pupil of the eyes out of ivory, but out of ftone rather r choofing for that 
purpofe fuch ftone as (in colour) moft refembled ivory. Is a beautiful 
ftone then a thing beautiful too ?" Shall we admit it fo to be, Hippias ? 

HIP. We will; in a place where the ftone is becoming. 
Soc. But, where it is unbecoming, fhall I allow it to be unhandfome, or 

not ? 
HIP. Allow it; where the ftone becomes not the place* 
Soc. " Well now ; and is it not the fame with ivory and gold, you wife 

man you ?" will he fay. " Do not thefe, where they are becoming, make 
things appear handfome £ but far otherwife where they are unbecoming ?" 
Shall we deny thisr or acknowledge the man to be in the right ? 

HIP. We muft acknowledge this, that whatever is becoming to any 
thing makes it appear handfome, 

Soc. Upon this, he will fay thus: " When that fine foup-pan, then, 
which we have been fpeaking of, is fetupon the ftove full of excellent foup % 

whether 
• All the other parts, not here mentioned, were of maflive gold: as we collect from Pliny's Na

tural Hiftory, 1. xxxvi. c. 6. compared with this place. For the Athenian Minerva was always 
painted or carved with martial habiliments. It became a Goddefs to have thefe made of gold. 
And with equal propriety, no doubt, did Phidias make of ivory the parts fuppofed to be left naked. 
The Olympian Jupiter, and this admirable ftatue, the fize of which far exceeded the human, were 
efteemed the capital works of that great mailer. See Plin. Hift. Nat. 1. xxxiv. c. 8. The Mi
nerva flood in the HapOsvav, or temple of that Goddefs, at Athens.—S. 

a The fine compound foups of the Athenians, to prevent fpoiling the contexture of fome of the 
ingredients., 
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whether i s a golden fpoon the moft becoming and proper for it, or a fyca-
more fpoon ?" 

HIP. Hercules! what a ftrange fort of man, Socrates, is he whom you 
are talking of! Will you not tell me who he is ? 

Soc. Should 1 tell you his name, you would not know him. 
HIP. But I know already that he is fome ignorant filly fellow. 
Soc. He is a very troublefome queftioner indeed, Hippias. But, how

ever, what fhall we anfwer ? Which of the two fpoons fhall we fay is moft 
becoming, and proper for the foup and for the pan ? Is it not clearly the 
fycamore 1 fpoon ? For this gives a better fcent and flavour to the foup; and 
at the fame time, my friend, it would not break the pan, and fpill the foup, 
and put out the fire, and, when the guefts were come prepared for feafting, 
rob them of an excellent difh. But all thefe mifchiefs would be done by that 
golden fpoon. We muft, I think, therefore, anfwer, that the fycamore 
fpoon is more becoming and proper in this cafe than the golden fpoon : 
unlefs you fay otherwife. 

HIP. Well, Socrates; more becoming and proper be it then: but, for 

ingredients, and confounding the order of others, were, many of them, fcrved up to table in the 
very ftewing-pans in which they were made. See Ariftoph. Eq. att. iv. fee. i. j Athenccus, 1. ix. 
p. 4 0 6 . •, and Cafaubon. in Athen. p. 6 9 3 . For this reafon, that elegant people was very curious 
about the beauty of thefe pans or dimes. The matter of them feems to have been a kind of porce
lain, and the form not unlike our tureens. If the curiofity of any of our readers fhould lead 
them to inquire into the compofition of thefe foups, they may fatisfy it in fome meafure by looking 
into Athenaeus and Apicius CseJius, I. v. c 3 .—S. 

1 In the Greek C U X I V I J . But that we ought to read truxapuvn, there is great reafon to fufpe£t. 
For the wood of the fig-tree was found fo unfit a material in the making any domeftic utenfils, 
& c that the Grecians in common fpeech metaphorically called whatever was ufelefs, o-uxtvov, a fig-
tree thing, this or that. Upon which account Horace gives that wood the epithet of " inutile," 1. i. 
fat. 8. "Whereas the wood of the fycamore-tree, avxa^ivog, is by Theophraflus faid to be IwXov 
vrpoe fl-o\Xa xpwipov, Hift. Plant. 1. iv. c. 2 . Not to infill on the extreme bitternefs of fig-tree wood 
to the tafte; and the ofFenfivenefs of its fmoke, when burning, beyond that of any other tree : 
(fee Plutarch, vol. ii. p. 684.) qualities -which feem to indicate the fcent and flavour of it not 
to be very agreeable. The alteration of this word is eafily accounted for. The avxafxivoq, or 
cvxtuofcs, being the fame with the cvxm AtyuTrria, it is probable that the Alexandiian Platonifts, to 
illuflrate the word o-vxa/xivn, wrote in the margin of their books OUHIM: which afterwards the more 
eafily took place of the other, becaufe the fig-tree was well known to be the moft common of any 
tree in Attica.—S. 

my 
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my part, I would not hold difcourfe with a fellow who afked fuch fort of 
queftions. 

Soc. Right, my dear friend. For it would not be becoming or proper 
for you to be befpattered with fuch vile dirty words, fo finely dreffed 1 as 
you are from top to toe, and fo illuffrious for wifdom through all Greece. 
But for me—it is nothing to dirty * myfelf againft the man. Give me my 
leffon, therefore, what I am to fay ; and anfwer in my name. For the man 
now will fay thus : " If the fycamore fpoon then be more becoming and 
proper than the golden one, muff it not be handfomer ?" 

HIP. Yes. Since the proper and becoming, Socrates, you have granted 
to be handfomer than the improper and unbecoming. 

Soc. What, Hippias; and fhall we grant him too, that the fycamore 
fpoon has more beauty in it than the golden fpoon ? 

HIP. Shall I tell you, Socrates, what you fhall fay the beautiful is, fo a s 
to prevent him from all further cavilling and difputing ? 

Soc. By all means : but not before you tell me whether of the two 
fpoons we have been talking of is the mofl beautiful, as well as the moft 
proper and becoming. 

HIP. Well then ; if it plcafes you, anfwer him, " It is that made of the 
fycamore tree." 

Soc. Now fay what you was juft going to lay. For this anfwer, in 
which I pronounce gold to be the beautiful, will be refuted ; and gold will be 
demonftrated, I find, not to be at all more beautiful than fycamore wood. 
But what, fay you, is the beautiful now ? 

HIP. I will tell you. For when you afk me, " What is the beautiful ?" 
you would have me, I perceive, give you for anfwer fomething which fhall 
never, in any place, or to any perfon, appear otherwife than beautiful. 

Soc. By all means, Hippias. And now you apprehend me perfectly 
well. But oblerve what I fay : Be affured, that if any man fhall be able to 

' The fine drefs in which Hippias appeared at the Olympic games, is related by Plato in the 
lefllr dialogue of his name ; and more at large by Apuleius, Florid. 1. ii. JElhn alfo tells us, that 
the oi ( i ary attire of that fophift, whenever he appeared abroad, was of a fcarlet colour, fuch as 
in thofe days peculiarly belonged to pet fons of high dignity. V a r . Hift. 1. xii, c. 3 2 — S . 

* Meaning, that he was accuftomed to fubmit his fancies and paftions to the fevere difcipline 
and roi:gh treatment of his higher principle.—S. 

VOL. in. 3 F controvert 
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controvert our new anfwer, I fhall vow never more to praife any thing for 
its beauty. Now in the name of the Gods proceed, and tell it me without 
delay. 

HIP. I fay then, that always, and to every perfon, and in every place it 
will appear the moft beautiful, lovely, and defirable thing in the world, to 
be rich, healthy, honoured by his country, to arrive at a good old age, to 
give his parents an honourable burial, and at length to have the I aft offices 
performed for himfelf honourably and magnificently by his own iffue. 

Soc. O brave! O rare ! How admirable, how great, and how worthy of 
yourfelf, Hippias, is the fpeech you have now fpoken ! By Juno, I receive 
with much pleafure that hearty willingnefs of yours to give me all the affift-
ance in your power. But we reach not the point yet. For now will the 
man laugh at us more than ever, you may be affured. 

HIP. An ill-timed laugh, Socrates. For in laughing, when he has nothing 
to obje6l, he will in reality laugh only at himfelf; and be the ridicule of all 
who happen to be prefent. 

Soc. Perhaps fo. But perhaps, alfo, as foon as I have thus anfwered, 
I fhall be in danger, if I propriety aright, of fomething befides the being 
laught at. 

HIP. What befides ? 
Soc. That, if he happens to have a cane in his hand, unlefs I run away 

and efcape him, he will aim fome very ferious ftrokes at me. 
HIP. HOW fay you ? What, is the man fome mafter of yours then ? for, 

otherwife, would he not be punifhed for the injury done you ? Or, is there no 
juftice in your city ? but the citizens are permitted to affault and beat one 
another injurioufly. 

Soc. By no means are they permitted to do any fuch thing. 
HIP. Will he not, therefore, be condemned to punifhment, as having beaten 

you injurioufly ? 
Soc. 1 fhould think he would not, Hippias ; not having beaten me injuri

oufly if I had made him fuch an anfwer; but very defervedly, as it feems to me. 
HIP. It feems fo then to me, Socrates ; if you are of that opinion yourfelf. 
Soc Shall I tell you, why, in my own opinion, I fhould have deferved a 

beating, if I had fo anfwered ?—Will you condemn me too without trying the 
caufe ? or will you hear what I have to fay ? 

8 HIP. 
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HIP. Tt would be a hard cafe indeed, Socrates, mould I deny you a hearings 
Bit What have you to fay then ? 

Soc. I will tell you ; but in the fame way as I talked with you juft now, 
affuming his character, whilft you perfoliate me. I fhall do this, to avoid 
treating you in your own perfon with fuch language as he will ufe in repri
manding me, with harfh and out-of-the-way terms. For I affure you that 
he will fay thus:—" Tell me, Socrates; think you not that you deferve a 
beating, for having fung that pompous ftrain, fo foreign to the defign of 
the mufic; fpoiling thus the harmony, and wandering wide of the point 
propofed to you ?"—" How fo ?" I fhall afk him.—" How ?" he will reply : 
" can you not remember that I afked you concerning the beautiful itfelf, 
that which makes every thing beautiful, wherever it comes and imparts the 
virtue of its prefence ; whether it communicates it to ftone or wood, to man 
or God, to actions and manners, or to any part of fcience. Beauty itfelf, 
man, I afk you what it is: and I can no more beat into your head what 
I fay, than if you were a ftone lying by my fide, nay a mill-ftone too, with
out ears or brains." Now, Hippias, would not you be angry with me, if I, 
frightened with this reprimand, fhould fay to him thus :—" Why, Hippias 
faid, this was the beautiful; and I afked him, jufl as you afk me, what was 
beautiful to all perfons, and at all times."—What fay you ? will you not be 
angry if I tell him thus ? 

H I P . That which I defcribed, Socrates, is beautiful, I am very pofitive, in 
the eyes of all men 

Soc. "And always will it be fo ?" he will fay : " for the beautiful itfelf 
muft be always beautiful." 

HIP. TO be fure. 
Soc. " And always was it fo in former times ?" he will fay. 
HIP. It always was fo. 
Soc. " What ? and to Achilles too," he will fay, " did the Elean 

ftranger affirm it was a beautiful and defirable thing to furvive his progeni
tors ? and that it was the fame to his grandfather ./Eacus, and the reft 

1 At the end of this fentence, in the Greek, are added the words xat dblii. Thefe we have 
omitted to tranflate; on a prefumption that they were at firft but a marginal various reading of 
the words which follow, xai tavaiy fpoken by Socrates. For the difference between real and 
apparent beauty falls not under confideration in this part of the argument.—S. 

3 F 2 of 
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of thofe who were the progeny of the Gods ? nay, that it was fo even to the 
Gods themfelvesr" 

H I P . What a fellow is this ! Away with him 1 ! Such queftions as thefe 
are profane, and improper to be alked. 

Soc. But is it not much more profane for any man, when thefe queftions 
are afked him, to anfwer in the affirmative, and to maintain fuch proportions? 

H I P . Perhaps it is. 
Soc. " Perhaps then you are this man," will he fay, " who affirm it to be a 

thing always, and to every perfon, beautiful arid defirable, to be buried by his 
defcendents, and to bury his parents. Was not Hercules one of thefe very 
perfons ? and thofe whom we juft now mentioned, are not they alfo to be 
included in the number ?" 

HIP. But I did not affirm it was fo to the Gods. 
Soc. Nor to the heroes, I prefume. 
HIP. Not to fuch as were children of the Gods. 
Soc. But to fuch only as were not fo. 
H I P . Right. 
Soc. Amongft the number of heroes then, it feems, according to your 

account, to Tantalus, and Dardanus, and Zethus, it would have been a fad 
thing, a horrible profanation of deity, to fuppofe it, and a fatal blow to their 
own honour; but to Pelops, and others born of men like him, it was a 
glorious thing, beautiful and defirable. 

HIP. SO I think it to be. 
Soc. "You think this then to be true, the contrary of which you main

tained juft now," will he fay, " that to furvive their anceftors, and to be buried 
1 The Greek is, /Saxx' t; /xaxxfixv. Various explications of this proverb are given us< by 

^imaeus, (in Lexic. Platonic.) Hefychius, Suidas, and others. But to us none of them are fatis-
fa&ory. L.{2fmu8> w ^ t n m s u ^ u a ^ acuteneCs and fagacity, was the firl\, fo far as we know, who 

ifcovered the mod prC]?^h]e origin of it: though with his ufual Socratic modefty he only fays, 
It feems to be fo; and after the account* ufually given of it, offers his own, which is this: that 
the particular fpot of ground, where a great part of the Perfian forces perifhed in the battle of 
Marathon, a deep marfh in which they funk and were overwhelmed, being, as he obferves from 
Paufanias, called Maxafia, the Grecians ufed this proverbial fpeech by way of delegation, when 
they curfed any man, "Throw him into Macaria! " the place where our detefted enemies lie 
perifhed. See Erafm. Adag. chil. ii. cent. i . n. 98 . Schottus gives the fame interpretation, in 
the very words of Erafmus; but, like many other learned commentators, without acknowledging 
his author, Schol. in Zenobium, p. 4 2 . — S . 
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by their de fendan t s , is, in fome cafes x , and to fome perfons % a dishonour
able and a horrible thing : nay more , it feems not poffible that fuch a th ing 
mould be, or ever become, beautiful and defirable to all. So that this which 
you now hold to be the beautiful, happens to be in the fame cafe with thofe 
your former favourites, the maiden and the gold ; fometimes it is beautiful, 
and fometimes otherwife : but a circumftance ftill more ridiculous attends this; 
it is beautiful only to fome perfons, whilft to others it is quite the cont ra ry . 
And not ye t , " will he lay, " not all this day long, are you able, Socrates, 
to anfwer the queftion which you were a fked ,—What the beautiful i s . " In 
terms fuch as thefe will he reproach me juftly, fhould I anfwer him as you 
direcled me. Much after the manner , Hippias, which I have now reprefented 
to you, proceed the c o n v e r s i o n s ufually held between the man and m e . But 
now and then, as if in pity t< my ignorance and want of learning, he pro-
pofes to me himfelf fome particular mat te r of i nqu i ry ; and afks m e w h e 
ther I think fuch or fuch a th ' , ig to be the beaut i fu l ; or whatever elfe be the 
general fubjecl of the quef Ion which he has been pleafed to put to m e , OF 
upon which the converfation happens at that t ime to tu rn . 

HIP. HOW mean you, Socrates? 
Soc. I will explain my meaning to you by an inftance in the prefent fub

j e c l . — " Friend Socrates," fays he , " let us have done w i th difputing in tliis. 
way : give me no more anfwers of this for t ; for they are very filly, and 
eafily confuted. But confider n e w , whether the beautiful be fomething of 
this kind ; fuch as in our difpute juft now we touched upon, when we faid 
that gold, where it was proper and becoming, was beautiful ; but otherwife, 
where it was improper and unbecoming: and that the beauty of all other things 
depended on the fame pr inciple ; that is, they were beautiful only where 
they were becoming. N o w this very th ing , the proper and becoming, 
effential propriety and decorum itfelf, fee whether this may not happen to 
be the beautiful." N o w , for my part , I am ufed to give my affent, in fuch 
matters , to every thing propofed to me. For I find in myfelf nothing to 
objecl. But what think you of it ? are you of opinion that the becoming is 
the beautiful ? 

HIP . Entirely am I, Socrates, of that opinion. 

* Meaning the cafe of Achilles.—S. - That i?, to the heroes.—S. 

S o c . 
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Soc. Let ns confider it, however; for fear we mould be guilty of fome 
miftake in this point. 

HIP. I agree we ought fo to do. 
Soc. Obferve then. That which we call the becoming, is it not either 

fomething whofe prefence, wherever it comes, gives all things a beautiful 
appearance ; or fomething which gives them the reality of beauty ; or fome
thing which beftows both and caufes them not only to appear beautiful, 
but really fo to be ? 

HIP. I think it muff be one or other of thefe. 
Soc. Whether of thefe then is the becoming ? Is it that which only 

gives a beautiful appearance ? as a man whofe body is of a deformed make, 
when he has put on clothes or fhoes which fit him, looks handfomer than he 
really is. Now, if the becoming caufes every thing to look handfomer than it 
really is, the becoming muft then be a kind of fraud or impofition with regard 
to beauty, and cannot be that which we are in fearch of, Hippias. For we 
were inquiring what that was by which all beautiful things are beautiful. 
As *, if we were afked what that was, by which all great things are great, 
we fhould anfwer, " it was by furpaffing other things of the fame kind V* 
For thus it is, that all things are great: and though they may not all appear 
great to us, yet, in as much as they furpafs others, great of neceffity they muft 
be. So is it, we fay, with the beautiful; it muft be fomething by which 
things are beautiful, whether they appear to be fo or not. Now this cannot 
be the becoming: for the becoming caufes things to appear more beautiful 
than they really are, according to your account of it; concealing the truth 

1 A moft egregious and grofs blunder has corrupted the Greek text in this place; where we 
read ovtitrepa : inftead of which we ought to read apQorepa: as will appear clearly in the courfe 
of the argument. Yet, grofs as the b'under is, all the tranflators have given into it.—S. 

* In the Greek we read wairsp u navra ra n?ya*a can /xEyaXa, T U 'vntptxovru Stephens in lis 
Annotations fays, he had rather the word « was omitted. Parallel places might be found in Plato, 
to juftify in fome meafure the expreflion as it ftands. But were it neceffary to make any altir-
ation, we fhould make no doubt of fuppofmg the error lay in the laft words; nor fcruple to lead 
them thus, ro bmtf,e%cv TI. For, in the fentence prefently after, where this fimilitude a> to the 
manner of defining) is applied, Plato ufes the fame way of exprefhng himtelf, thus: 'CUTU fa <^cc(xsi 

tcai T O *a*cv, a xaKa Travra tan,—TI av hy.—S. 
3 Magnitude itfelf, as we have fhown in the Notes on the Parmenides, is, according to Plato, 

he caufe of tvanfendency to all things.—T. 
of 
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of things, and not fufFering this ever to appear. But that which caufes 
them to be really beautiful, as 1 juft now laid, whether they appear to be to 
or not, this it is our bufinefs to find out, and declare the nature of it: for this 
it is which is the fubjecl: of our fearch, if we are fearching for the beautiful. 

HIP. But the becoming, Socrates, caufes things both to be, and to ap
pear beautiful, by virtue of its prefence. 

Soc If fo, then it is impoffible for things really beautiful to appear other-
wife ; inafmuch as there is prefent with them the caufe of beautiful appear
ance. 

HIP. Admit it impoffible. 
Soc. Shail we admit this then, Hippias, that all laws, and rules of aclion, 

manners, or behaviour, truly beautiful, are beautiful in common eftimation, 
and appear fo always to all men ? Or fhall we not rather fay quite the re-
verfe, that men are ignorant of their beauty, and that above all things thefe 
are the fubjecls of controverfy and contention, not only private but public, 
not only between man and man, but between different communities and civil 
ftates 1 ? 

1 For a full explication of this paflage we refer our readers to Plato's Firft Alcibiades, Vol. I. 
But more particularly we recommend to their perufal, upon this occafion, a converfation 
between Socrates and Hippias, related by Xenophon in his Memoirs of Socrates: becaufe it 
confirms the truth of many circumftances in this dialogue •, and, in particular, not only proves that 
Plato drew the character of Hippias fuch as it really was, but that he attributed to Socrates thofe 
fentimcnts which were truly his. Xenophon introduces it thus, with his ufual fimplicity: 
" I remember Socrates upon a certain time holding difcourfe with Hippias of Elis concerning the 
rule or ftandard of right. The occafion of it was this : Hippias, on his arrival at Athens, where 
he had not been for a long time before, happened to meet Socrates, at a time when he wa« in 
conference with fome other perfons," &c. The whole converfation is too long to be here in-
ferted. But the following pafTage in it agrees with and illuftrates this of PLito now before us. 
It follows a boaft made by Hippias, that concerning the rule, by which to judge of right and 
wrong, he had fome new things to deliver, which it was impoflible for Socrates or any other per
fon ever to controvert. N»j TM 'Hpav, s<py, /xeya teyets ayadov tbpvixevai, ei mavo-owax fiev otdtKavrai fo%a 
•^>y[<p^outvoi. 7rav70VTCci J' ol T r o M r a t <nepi roov fouatcov avTiXtyovres re nat avrtfoxovMreg xai <rra<Tia£ovr£S9 TTXU-

covrai y at notots (ttafipoptvai ntpi ruv hxaiuv xat TroXepLOuo-at. " By Juno (faid Socrates), the difcovery 
which you talk of having made, will be of great fervice to the world, if it will put an end to all 
diverfity of opinions amongft the judges concerning what is agreeable to juftice : if there fhall be 
no more controverfics, nor fuits at law, nor factious among the citizens concerning what is right 
and what is wrong •, nor any more differences or wars between the cities, occafioned by thofe very 
queftions.1' Stnf. AnoimfA. j3i£. fo—S. 

Hi p.. 
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HIP. Thus indeed rather, Socrates, that in thofe points men are ignorant 
of the beautiful. 

Soc. But this would not be the cafe if thofe beautiful things had the appear
ance of beauty, added to the reality : and this appearance would they have, 
if the becoming were the beautiful, and caufed things, as you fay it does, both 
to be and to appear beautiful, beftowing on them real and apparent beauty 
at the fame time. Hence it follows, that if the becoming mould be that by 
which things are made truly beautiful, then the becoming muff be the beau
tiful which we are in fearch of, not that by which things are only made 
beautiful in appearance. But if the becoming fhould be that by which 
things are made beautiful only in appearance, it cannot be the beautiful 
which we are in fearch of; for this beftows the reality of beauty. Nor is 
it in the power of the fame thing to caufe the appearance and the reality, 
both, not only in the cafe of beauty, but neither in any other inflance what
ever. Let us choofe now, whether of thefe two we fhall take for the be
coming, that which caufes the appearance of beauty, or that which caufes 
the reality. 

HIP. The becoming, Socrates, I take it, muff be that which caufes the 
appearance. 

Soc. Fie upon it, Hippias ! Our difcovery of the beautiful is fled away, 
and hath efcaped us. For the becoming has turned out to be a thing different 
from the beautiful. 

H i P. So it feems; and very unaccountably too. 
Soc. But however, my friend, we muff not give it up for loft. I have 

ftill fome hope left, that the nature of the beautiful may come forth into 
light, ::nd fhow itfelf. 

H I P . With great clearnefs, Socrates, beyond doubt: for it is by no means 
difficult to find. 1 am pofitive that, if I were to go aiide for a little while, 
and confider by myfelf, I fhould defcribe it to you with an accuracy beyond 
that of any thing ever fo accurate. 

Soc. Ah ! talk not, Hippias, in fo high a tone. You fee what trouble it 
has given us already ; and I fear left it fhould grow angry with us, and run 
away ftill further than before. But I talk idly : for you, 1 prefume, will eafily 
find it out, when you come to be alone. Yet, in the name of tl:e Gods, I 
conjure you, make the difcovery while I am with you : and, if it be agree

able 



T H E G R E A T E R H I P P I A S , 400 

able to you, admit me, as you did before, your companion in the fearch. If 
we find it together, it will be beft of all: and, if we mifs it in this way of 
joint inquiry, I fhall be contented, I hope, with my difappointment, and you 
will depart and find better fuccefs without any difficulty. Befides, if we now 
find it, I (hall not, you know, be troublefome afterwards, teafing you to tell 
me what was the event of that inquiry by yourfelf, and what was the great 
difcovery which you had made. Now therefore confider, if you think this 
to be the beautiful. I fay then, that it is. But pray obferve, and give mc 
all your attention, for fear I fhould fay any thing foolifh, or foreign to the 
purpofe. Let this then be in our account the beautiful, that which is ufcful. 
I was Induced to think it might be fo by thefe confiderations. Beautiful, we 
fay, are eyes; not thofe which look as if they had not the faculty of fight; 
but fuch as appear to have that faculty flrong, and to be. ufcful for the pur
pofe of feeing. Do we not ? 

HIP. We do. 
Soc And the whole body alfo, do we not call it beautiful with a view to 

its utility; one for the race, another for wreftling ? So further, through all 
the animal kind, as a beautiful horfe, cock, and quail: in the fame manner 
all forts of domefliG utenfils, and all the conveniencies for carriage abroad, be 
they land vehicles, or fhips and barges for the fea ; inftruments of mufic like-
wife, with the tools and inftruments fubfervient to the other arts : to thefe 
you may pleafe to add moral rules and laws. Every thing almoft of any of 
thefe kinds we call beautiful upon the fame account; refpecting the end for 
which it was born, or framed, or inftituted. In whatever way it be ufeful, 
to whatever purpofe, and upon whatever occafion ; agreeably to thefe cir-
cumftances we pronounce it beautiful. But that which is in every refpecl: ufe-
lefs, we declare totally void of beauty. Are not you of this opinion, Hippias ? 

HIP. I am. 
Soc We are right, therefore, now in faying, that above all things the 

ufeful proves to be the beautiful. 
HIP. Moft certainly right, Socrates. 
Soc. Now that which is able to operate or erfecl any thing, is it not ufe

ful fo far as it has power, and is able ? But that which is powerlefs and un
able, is it not ufelcfs ? 

VOL. i n . 3 G H l P « 
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HIP. Without doubt. 
Soc. Power then is beautiful, and want of power is the contrary. 
HIP. Quite right. And many things there are, Socrates, which evince 

the truth of this conclufion : but particularly it holds good in politics. For 
the having ability in public affairs, and power in the flate of which we are 
members, is of all things the moft beautiful: and want of fuch power, with a 
total defect of any fuch ability, has of all things the meanefl afpect. 

Soc. You fay well. In the name of the Gods then, Hippias, does it not 
follow from all this, that fkill and knowledge are of all things the mofr. 
beautiful, and want of them the contrary ? 

HIP. Ay, what think you of this, Socrates 1 ? 
Soc. Softly, my dear friend : for I am under fome fears about the recti

tude of our prefent conclufions. 
HIP. What are you afraid of, Socrates ? For the bufmefs of our inquiry 

is now in a fair way, and goes on as we could wifh. 
Soc. I would it were fo. But let you and I confider together upon this 

point. Could any man execute a work, of which he has neither knowledge 
nor any other kind of abilities for the performance ? 

HIP. By no means. For how mould a man do that, for the doing of 
which he has no abilities ? 

Soc. Thofe people then who do wrong, and who err in the execution of 
any thing, without erroneous or wrong intention, would they ever have 
done or executed things wrong, had they not been able to do or execute them 
in that manner ? 

HIP. Clearly they would not. 
Soc. But the able are able through their abilities : for it is not inability 

which any way enables them. 
HIP. Certainly not. 
Soc. And all who do any thing are able to do what they do. 
H I P . True. 

* Hippias is much flattered, and highly elevated, by this whole defcription of the beautiful now 
drawn; prefuming himfelf interefted deeply in it, on account of his fuppofed political abilities, 
his various knowledge, and that fkill in arts, as well the mechanic as the polite, for which he is 
celebrated in the LefTer Hippias.—S. 

Soc, 
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Soc. And all men do many more wrong things than right; and commit 
errors frcm their infancy, without intending to do wrong, or to err. 

H I P . The fact is fo. 
Soc Well then : thofe abilities, and thofe means or inftruments, which 

help and arc ufefui in the doing or executing any thing wrong, whether 
mail we fay they are beautiful? or are they not rather far from being fo? 

H I P . Far from it, in my opinion, Socrates. 
Soc The able and ufefui, therefore, Hippias, in our opinion, it feems, no 

longer is the beautiful. 
HIP. Slill it is fo, Socrates, if it has power to do what is right, or is ufe

fui to a good purpofe. 
Soc That account is then rejected, that the able and ufefui fimply and 

abfolutely is the beautiful. But the thought, Hippias, which our mind la
boured with, and wanted to exprefs, was this, that the ufefui and able for 
the producing of any good, that is the beautiful. 

HIP. This indeed feems to be the cafe. 
Soc. But the thing thus defcribed is the profitable. Is it not ? 
HIP. It is. 
Soc From hence then is derived the beauty of bodies, the beauty of moral 

precepts, of knowledge and wifdom, and of all thofe things juft now enume
rated ; they are beautiful, becaufe profitable. 

HIP. Evidently fo. 
Soc. The profitable, therefore, Hippias, fhould feem to be our beautiful. 
HIP. Beyond all doubt, Socrates. 
Soc But the profitable is that which effects or produces good. 
HIP. True. 
S o c And the efficient is no other thing than the caufe. Is it ? 
H I P . Nothing elfe. 
Soc. The caufe of good, therefore, is the beautiful 
HIP. Right. 
Soc. Now the caufe, Hippias, is a thing different from that which it 

caufes. For the caufe can by no means be the caufe of itfelf. Confider it 
thus: Did not the caufe appear to be the efficient ? 

HIP. Clearly. 
J G 2 SOC. 
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Soc. And by the efficient no other thing is effected than that which is 
produced or generated ; but this is not the efficient itfelf. 

HIP. You are in the right. 
Soc. Is not that then which is produced or generated one thing, and the 

efficient a thing different ? 
HIP. It is. 
Soc. The caufe, therefore, is not the caufe of itfelf; but of that which 

is generated or produced by it. 
HIP. Without doubt. 
Soc If the beautiful be then the caufe of good, good itfelf mud: be pro

duced or generated by the beautiful. And for this reafon, it fhould feem., 
we cultivate and ft udy prudence, and every other fair virtue, becaufe their 
production and their iffue are well worth our ftudy and our care, as being good 
itfelf. Thus are we likely to find from our inquiries, that the beautiful, as 
it ftands related to good, has the nature of a kind of father. 

HIP. The very cafe, Socrates. You are perfectly right in what you fay. 
Soc Am I not right alfo in this, that neither is the father the fon, nor i& 

the fon the father ? 
HIP. Right in that alfo. 
Soc Nor is the caufe the production, nor the production, on the other 

hand, the caufe. 
HIP. Very right. 
Soc. By Jupiter then, my friend, neither is the beautiful good, nor is the 

good beautiful. Do you think it is poffible it fhould be fo ? Is it confiftent 
with what we have faid, and are agreed in ? 

HIP. By Jupiter, I think not. 
Soc. Would this opinion pleafe us then, and fhould we choofe to abide by 

it, that the beautiful is not good, nor the good beautiful ? 
HIP. By Jupiter, no; it would not pleafe me at all. 
S o c Well faid *, by Jupiter, Hippias: and me it pleafes the leaft of 

any 
1 As the fubject of this dialogue is, as we have obferved in the Introduction to it. the beauty 

which fubfifts in foul, and as fuch beauty is confubfiftent with the good which alfo fubfifts in the 
foul, hence it follows, that every thing which is beautiful in the foul is good, and every thing 

there 
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any of thofe defcriptions or accounts which we have hitherto given of the 
beautiful. 

HIP. SO I perceive. 
Soc That definition of it, therefore, which we thought juft now the moft 

excellent of all, that the profitable, the ufefui and able to produce fome good 
or other, was that beautiful, is in danger of lofing all its credit with us; and 
of appearing, if poffible, more ridiculous than our former accounts of it, 
where we reckoned the maiden to be the beautiful, or any other particular 
whofe defect we have before difcovered. 

HIP. It feems fo, indeed. 
Soc. And for my own part, Hippias, I fee no way where to turn myfelf 

any more, but am abfolutely at a lofs. Have you any thing to fay I 
HIP. Not at prefent. But, as I faid juft now, after a little confidering 

I am certain I fhall find it out. 
Soc But I fear, fo extreme is my defire of knowing it, that I fhall not 

be able to wait your time. Befides, I have juft met with, as I imagine, a 
fair kind of opening to the difcovery. For confider that which gives ufr 
delight and joy, (I fpeak not of all kinds of pleafurer but of that only which 
arifes in us through the hearing and the fight,) whether we fhould not call 
this the beautiful. And how, indeed, could we difpute it1? feeing that 
it is the beautiful of our own fpecies, Hippias, with the fight of whom we 
are fo delighted: that we take pleafure in viewing all beautiful works of 
the loom or needle; and whatever is well painted, carved, or moulded.-
It is the fame with the hearing: for well-meafured founds and all mufical 
harmony, the beauties of profaic compofition alfo, with pretty fables and 
well-framed ftories, have the like effecV upon us, to be agreeable, to be 

there which is good is beautiful. This reciprocation, however, does not take place between the 
good, the ineffable principle of things, and the beautiful itfelf, the fource of every kind of beauty : 
for the former is fupereffential, but the latter is an intelligible idea. See the fixth book of the Re
public, and p. 516 of the Additional Notes on the Firft Alcibiades. The affertion of Mr. Syden
ham, therefore, in his note on this part, is very erroneous,that,- according to Socrates and: 

Plato, the fovereign beauty is the fource of ////good."— T. 
1 In the Greek we read thus, flwj T J ap''ccv ayuviioi/isOa But, fince we know of no precedent 

in Plato for the ufe of two interrogatives in this manner, that is, without the conjunction »j (or) 
between them; we fuppofe it ought to be read either Tlug TAP av ay«wC«'/*«A»i or IIPOX ri TAP' 
*. T. A. " To what purpofe fhould we contend about it ?"—S. 

6 delightful,. 
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delightful, and to charm. Were we to give, therefore, that petulant and 
faucy fellow this anfwer—" Noble fir, the beautiful is that which gives us 
pleafure through the hearing, and through the fight/' do you think we mould 
hot reftrain his infolence ? 

HIP. For my part, Socrates, I think the nature of the beautiful now truly 
well explained. 

Soc But what fhall we fay of the beauty of manners, and of laws, 
Hippias? Shall we fay it gives us pleafure through the hearing, or through 
the fight ? or is it to be ranked under fome other kind ? 

HIP. Perhaps the man may not think of this. 
Soc. By the Dog, Hippias, but that man would, of whom I ftand in awe 

the moft of all men ; and before whom I fhould be moft afhamed if I trifled, 
and pretended to titter fomething of great importance, when in reality I 
talked idly, and fpoke nothing t6 the purpofe. 

HIP. Who is he ? 
Soc Socrates, the fon of Sophronilcus; who would no more fuffer me to 

throw out fuch random fpeeches, or fo readily decide on points which I had 
not thoroughly fifted, than he would allow me to talk of things which I am 
ignorant of, as if I knew them. 

HIP. Why, really, I muft own, that to me myfelf, fince you have ftarted 
the obfervation, the beauty of laws feems referable to another kind. 

Soc. Softly, Hippias. For, though we have fallen into frefh difficulties, 
equal to our former ones, about the nature of the beautiful, we are in a fair 
way, I think, of extricating ourfelves out of them. 

HIP. HOW fo, Socrates ? 
Soc. I will tell you how the matter appears to me: whether or no there 

be any thing material in what I fay, you will confider. The beauty then of 
Jaws and of manners, I imagine, may poffibly be found not altogether abs
tracted from that kind of fenfation which arifes in the foul through the 
fenfes of hearing and of fight. But let us abide awhile by this definition, 
that " what gives us pleafure through thefe fenfes is the beautiful," with
out bringing the beauty of laws the leaft into queftion. Suppofe then, that 
ciih-r the man of whom I am fpeaking, or any other, fhould interrogate us 
after this manner: " For what reafon, Hippias and Socrates, have you 
feparated from the pleafant in general that fpecies of it in which you fay 

confifts 
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confifts the beautiful; denying the character of beautiful to thofe fpecies of 
pleafure whi-.:h belong to the other fenfes, to the pleafures of tafte, the joys of 
Venus, and all others of the fame clafs ? Do you refufe them the character 
of pleaiant alfo, and maintain that no pleafure neither is to be found in thefe 
fenfations, or in any thing befide feeing and hearing?" Now, Hippias, what 
fhall we fay to this? 

HIP. By all means, Socrates, we muft allow pleafure to be found alfo in 
thefe fenfations ; a pleafure very exquifite. 

Soc. " Since thefe fenfations then afford pleafure," will he fayr " no lefs 
than thofe others, why do you deprive them of the name of beautiful, and rob1 

them of their proper fhare of beauty 1 :" " Becaufe there is no one who would 
not laugh at us," we fhall anfwer, " were we tocall eating a beautiful, thing, 
inftead of a pleafant; or the fmelling fweet odours, were we to fay, not that 
it was pleafant, but that it was beautiful. Above all, in amorous enjoy
ments, all the world would contend, there was the higheft degree of the: 
fweet and pleafant; but that whoever was engaged in them fhould take care 
not to be feen, the act of love being far from agreeable to the fight, or beau
tiful." Now, Hippias, when we have thus anfwered, he may reply, per
haps, in this manner:—" I apprehend perfectly well the reafon why you 
have always been afhamed to call thefe pleafures beautiful; it is becaufe they 
feem not fo to men. But the queftion which 1 afked you was not, What 
feemed beautiful to the multitude ; but, What was fo in reality." Then 
fhall we anfwer, I prefume, only by repeating our laft hypothefis, that 
" we ourfelves give the name of beautiful to that part only of the pleafant 
which arifeth. in us by means of our fight and hearing." But have you any 
thing to fay which may be of fervice to our argument ? Shall we anfwer 
aught befides, Hippias ? 

HIP. TO what he has faid, Socrates, it is unneceflary to make any fur
ther anfwer. 

Soc. 4 4 Very well now," will he fay. " If the pleafant then/arifing through 
the light and hearing, be the beautiful, whatever portion of the pleafant hap-

1 This fentence is ill pointed by H. Stephens in two places: in the firft of which, at Ieaft, we 
think it was done with defign-, fo as to give us this conftruclion:—" What ? Do you deprive,'* 
&c. That learned editor was fond of doing the fame in many other fentences ; and particularly 
in one, a little before this, he ha$ in the margin propofed the like alteration.—S. 

pena; 
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pens not to be this, it is clear it cannot be the beautiful." Shall we admit 
this ? 

HIP. Certainly. 
Soc. " Is that portion of the pleafant then," he will fay, c t which arifes 

through the fight, the fame with that which arifes through the fight and 
hearing ? Or is that which arifes through the hearing, the fame with that 
which arifes through the hearing and the fight ?" " That which arifeth in 
us through either of thofe fenfes alone, and not through the other," we fhall 
anfwer, " is by no means the fame with that which arifes through them both. 
For this feems to be the import of your queftion. But our meaning was, 
that each of thefe fpecies of the pleafant was, by itfelf feparately, the beau
tiful ; and that they were alfo, both of them together, the fame beautiful." 
Should we not anfwer fo ? 

HIP. By all means. 
Soc. " Does any fpecies of the pleafant then," he will fay, " differ from 

any other, whatever it be, fo far as it is pleafant ? Obferve ; I afk you not if 
one pleafure is greater or lefs than another, or whether it is more or lefs a 
pleafure : but whether there is any difference between the pleafures in this 
refpecl, that one of them is pleafure, the other not pleafure." In our opi
nion there is no difference between them, of this kind. Is there any ? 

HIP . I agree with you, there is not any. 
Soc. " For fome other reafon, therefore," he will fay it is, " than becaufe 

they are pleafures, that you have feleeted thefe fpecies of pleafure from the 
reft, and given them the preference. You have difcerned that there is 
fomething or other in them by which they differ from the reft; with a view 
to which difference you diftinguifh them by the epithet of beautiful. Now 
the pleafure which arifeth in us through the fenfe of feeing, deriveth not its 
beauty from any thing peculiarly belonging to that fenfe For, if this were 
the caufe of its being beautiful, that other pleafure which arifes through the 
hearing never would be beautiful, as not partaking of that which is peculiar 
to the fenfe of feeing." " You are in the right," mail we fay ? 

HIP. We will. 

1 That is, not from colour, or from figure ; but from the due degree and proper difpofition of 
the colours; or from the juli fize, fit arrangement and proport.on of the part6j in a word, from 
meafure, harmony, and order.—S. 

Soc. 
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Soc. " So neither, on the other hand, does the pleafure produced in u$ 
through the fenfe of hearing derive its beauty from any circumftance whicfy 
peculiarly attends the hearing l . For, in that cafe, the pleafure produced 
through feeing would npt be beautiful, as not partaking qf that which is 
peculiar to the fenfe of hearing V Shall we ajjow, Hippias, that the man 
is in the right when he fays this ? 

HIP. Allow it. 
Soc " But both thefe pleafures now are beautiful, you fay." For fo we 

fay : do we not r • • 
H I P . We do. 
Soc. " There is fomething in them, therefpre, the fame jn both, to which 

they owe their beauty, a beauty common to them both. There is fome
thing, I fay, which they have belonging to them both in common, and alfo 
in particular to each. For otherwife they would not, both and each of them, 
be beautiful." Anfwer now, as if you were fpeaking to him. 

HIP. I anfwer then, that, in my opinion 3 , you give a true account of 
the matter. 

Soc Should there be any circumftance, therefore, attending on both thefe 
pleafures of the light and hearing taken together; yet if the fame circum-

1 That is, not from found, but from its juft degree and proper tone; from the concord of 
founds and their orderly fuccellion j from thofe numbers and proportions by which found is mea-
fured.—S. 

* The Greek of this paflage is thus printed, ovxwv trt yt foy axons hfovn* So, in the fpeech of 
Socrates, immediately preceding, where the reafoning is the fame, only the terms inverted, we 
read WHOM t n ye fo* o^tcos hfov*. In both paflages the fenfe is thus very lame. Stephens propofes 
this reading, OUKOUV ean y i * . r , X. which is found, he fays, in fome old manufcript. But the fenfe 
is very little amended by this alteration. Cornarius, whether from that manufcript in the HafTen-
ftein library which he was favoured with the ufe of, or from his own fagacity, has recovered a 
part, at leaft, of the true reading j thus, ovx ovo-a tit yt x. T . K. For, that we ought to read oyx ov<ra, 

there can be no doubt; the argumentation (hows it fufficiently: but this amendment may, 
we imagine, be improved by reading oux ovaa nye 3*' axons (and in the former paflage fo* o^wg) 

T J c J W - — S . 

* In the edition of Plato by Stephens we read the Greek of this pafTige thus, ttioi foxtt tx(iv> »ff 
btyu j and by a marginal note we find, that it was fo printed by defign. But the editions of Aldus 
and of Walder give us the lalt word, Xeyits, which is certainly ri^ht: for, in reading Hipp ;as 
is made to fpeak of the man, not to him, contrary to the intention of Plato exprefled in the pre
ceding fentence.—S. 

VOL. in. 3 H fiance 
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fiance attend not on each taken feparately; or fhould any attend on each 
feparately *, yet not on both together ; they cannot derive their beauty from 
this circumftance. 

HIP. HOW is it poffible, Socrates, that any circumftance whatever, which 
attends on neither of them, •fhould ever attend on both ? 

Soc. Do you think this impoffible ? 
HIP. I muft be quite ignorant, I own, in things of this fort; as I am quite 

unufed to fuch kind of difputes. 
Soc. You jeft, Hippias. But I am in danger, perhaps, of fancying that I 

fee fomething, fo circumftanced, as you aver to be impoffible. 
HIP. YOU are in no danger of any fuch fancy, Socrates; but are pleated to 

look afquint purpofely : that is all. 
Soc. Many things, I affure you, of that kind appear to me very evident. 

But I give no credit to them ; becaufe they are not evident to you, who have 
raifed a larger fortune than any man living, by the profeffion of philofophy; 
and becaufe they appear only to me, who have never in that way earned a 
farthing. I have fome fufpicion, however, that poffibly you are not in earneft 
with me, but defign to impofe upon me: fo many things of that kind do I 
perceive fo plainly. 

HIP. NO one will know better than yourfelf, Socrates, whether I am in 
earneft with you or not, if you will but begin and tell me, what thofe things 
are which you perceive fo plainly. You will foon fee that you talk idly. For 
you will never find a circumftance attending us both together, which attends 
feparately neither you nor me. 

Soc. How fay you, Hippias ? But perhaps you have reafon on your fider 

and I may not apprehend it. Let me, therefore, explain to you my meaning 
more diftinclly. To me then it appears, that fome circumftance of being, 
which attends not my individual perfon, nor yours, fomething which belongs 
neither to me, nor to you, may yet poffibly belong to both of us, and attend 
both our perfons taken together : and, on the other hand *, that certain cir-

cum fiances 
1 In the Greek text, after this firft part of the fentence, E» apa TI ainat al hfovat afiiportpai TCTTOV-

tao-iVy luartpa fo fin, there is a manifeft omiflion of the following words, h Uartpa ptv, a^o-rtpai fo 

f/aiy as will appear afterwards, where Socrates refers to this very fentence.—S. 
The Greek of this paflage is thus printed : htpa av, u a^fortpoi untQ^a^vt mat, rawa oufo-

3 TJ/HW 
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cumftances of being, not attending us both taken together, may attend each 
of our feparate and fingle perfons. 

HIP. You tell me of prodigies ftill greater, I think, now Socrates, than 
thofe which you told me of juft before. For confider : if both of us are honeft, 
man, muft not each of us be honeft ? or, fuppofing each of us difhoneft, muft 
we not both be fo ? If both are found and well, is not each alfo ? Or, fhould 
each of us now be tired of any thing *, or come off ill in fome combat be
tween us, or be amazed and confounded, or be affecled any other way, 
would not both of us be in the fame plight ? To go further; in cafe that 
we had, both of us, images of ourfelves made of gold, or filver, or ivory ; or 
that both of us, if you will give me leave to fay it, were generous, or wife* 
or honourable ; did both of us happen to be old or young; or to be pofTeffed 
of any other human quality ; or to be in any condition whatever incident to 
human life ; muft not each of us be, of abfolute neceffity, that very fame 
kind of man, and in thofe very fame circumffances ? 

Soc. Beyond all doubt. 
HIP. But you, Socrates, with your companions and fellow difputants; 

confider not things univerfally, or in the whole. Thus you take the beau-

• T ^ O V tivai ypw. By which the fenfe of this part of the fentence is made exactly t h e fame with 
that of the former part. But the words irtpx F au plainly indicate, that fomething different is 
intended. And what this precifely is, will appear in the beginning of page 431 ; where this fen
tence of Socrates is repeated in other words, and ridiculed by Hippias. In conformity with 
which undoubted meaning of this paflage, we are obliged to make an alteration here in the Greek 
text, and to read it thus, ijtpa, au> a MH oqi.<portpot 7r[7rov6afx£v uvaiy ravra 'EKATEPON iura4 

tlfXUV.—-S. 
1 Inftead of av, we prefume that we ought here to read vw, as oppofed to ohiyw irporspov at the 

end of the fentence.—S. 
* Whoever has any tafte for humour cannot fail of obferving the drollery with which Hippias 

is here made to confefs in what condition he finds himfelf; tired of the converfation upon a fub
ject, the tendency of which he is ignorant of, confuted over and over, and at length quite puz
zled with a feeming paradox. His fly infinuation alfo here, that Socrates was in the fame condition 
with himfrlf; and his other, juft before, that Socrates reafoned unfairly, like himfelf and his bro
ther fophifts ; thefe ftrokes of humour will be obvious to all who are acquainted with Plato's artful 
and humorous way of writing. Hut thofe who have a delicacy of tafte to difcern the f e v e T a l 

kinds of humour, will have an additional pleafure in diftinguifhing the coarfe farcafms a n d buf
foon manner of Hippias, both in this fpeech and before in page 4 0 2 , from t h e genteel and fine 
raillery always ufed by Socrates.—S. 

3 H 2 tiful 
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tiful and chop it into pieces : and every thing in nature, which happens to 
be the fubjeft of your difcourfe, you ferve in the fame manner, fplitting and 
dividing it x . Hence you are unacquainted with the greatncfs of things', 

w i t h 

1 It was the manner of Socrates in converfa'tion, whatever was fhe fubjec"t of it, to afcend to 
the confideration of the thing in general •, to divide it into its feveral fpecies ; and to diliinguifh 
each fpecies from the reft by fome peculiar character, in order to come at the definite and precife 
nature of the very thing in queftion.—S. 

* All rhm£s in nature, diftinguifhed toto their feveral kinds, general and fpecific, are, according 
$o the 'Platonic doftrine, the unfolding of univerfal form and beauty. That this principle, which 
«Very where bounds every part of nature, may appear in a brighter light \ that oppofite principle, 
infinitude or the infinite, is here exhibited to view: and amongft the various reprefentations 
given of it by the antient phyfiologifts, that of Anaxagoras is fingled out from the reft; probably 
for this reafon, becaufe it affords the ftrongeft contrail: the infinite, according to his doctrine, 
being, if the expreflion may be allowed us, infinite the moft of all; or, as Simplicius ftyles it, 
aneipaxtf cnreipov, infinitely infinite. A Yommary account of which may be neceflary to a full com-
prehenfion of the paflage before us.—Down to the time of Anaxagoras, all the philofophers 
agreed in the doctrine of one infinite, material, principle of things. This was held by Pythagoras 
and his fo'lowers to be nothing elfe than a common fubje£t-matter of the four elements, or 
primary forms of nature : from the various combinations of which four, in various proportions, 
are made all other natural bodies. By the difciples of Anaximander it was fuppofed to have 
!form, though indiftinct: and indeterminate ; out of wbich all contrarieties arofe through fepara
tion. Others imagined the infinite'to have fome determinate and diflin£t, form : and thefe again 
•were divided. 'For fome, at the head of whom wasThales, thought it a watery fluid, or moiflure, 
deplete witVthe feeds of all things ; every thing being produced from fome feminal principle by 
-evolution and di lat ion, through the a&ion of the moid fluid. In the opinion of others, of Anaxi-
fnenes and his fchooi, it was a kind of air j from the rarefaction and condenfation of which were 
produced other great and uniform kinds of body throughout the univerfe, by mixture making the 
leffer the compofite. Such were the moft antient accounts of the material caufe of things, and 
their origin out of the one infinite. But Anaxagoras ftruck out a new road to the knowledge of 

itiature. For, denying the origin of things from any infinite one, whether determinate or indeter
minate, formed or unformed ; denying the exiftence of any primary or elementary bodies *, deny
ing all eflential change in nature, even any alteration in any thing, except fuch as arofe from 
local motion, or the fhifting of parts from one body to another; he taught, that the corpufcula, 
or component parts of things, were always what they are at'prefent: for that the forms of nature, 
innumerable in their kinds, were compofed of fimilar and homogeneous parts. Further he taught 
that each of thefe minute bodies, though homogeneous with that whole of which it was a part, 
Vas itfelf compofed of parts diflimilar and heterogeneous, infinite in number j there being no 
'bounds in nature to minutenefs : that thefe heterogeneous bodies, infinitely minute, were of all 
kinds i fo that all things, in fome meafure, were together every where j and each of thofe cor
pufcula, apparently fo uniform, contained all the various principles of things j that the predo-

5 uainance 
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with bodies of infinite magnitude, through the natural continuity of being. 
And now fo much are you a ftranger to the vaftnefs of this view of the 
univerfe, as to imagine that any thing, whether being or circura-france of 
being, can poffibly belong to both thole pleafures which we are fpeaking of, 
taken together, yet not belong to each of them; or, on the other hand, 
may belong to each, without belonging to both. So void of thought and 
minance of fome one of thefe principles, that is, the quantity of it exceeding that of the reft, 
conftituted the nature of each minute body ; fitting it alfo for union with bodies homogeneous to 
it, that is, with other bodies, where the fame principle was predominant: that, all things being in 
perpetual motion, which firft began, and is continued on by acTive mind, difpofing all things; 
the predominance of each principle was continually fluctuating and changing ; the deftruclion of 
the prefent predominance was the diflblution of each temporary boing; and a new predominance, 
that of fome other principle, was the generation of what we call a new being. For inftance ; 
whereas every drop of water contains aerial particles within it j as foon as thefe begin to predo
minate in any watery drop, it rifes in air; and, receiving there an increafe of the aerial principle* 
by degrees b.comes united to the air. So, air refines into fire, and thickens into water, through 
the overpowering of the one or the other of thefe neighbour principles, with which i' ever had 
maintained a fecret correfpondence. So the earthy particles, accumulated in the water, produce 
mud, by degree* hardening into earth k, thence into various mineral bodies, ftones, and metals, 
according to the kind of earth predominant in each place through motion. Thefe again crumble 
into common earth : from which all the various vegetable beings* arife in like manner, nourifhed 
and increafed by the accumulation of particles homogeneous; and into which they fall, and are 
difTblved again, through the decay and diminution of thofe particles, whofe fuperior number and 
ftrength to refift others of a different kind had before conftituted the being. In the fame manner 
all the parts of animals, whether mufcular, membranous, bony, or any other, receive nourishment; 
or admit decay, by addition or fubtra&ion of homogeneous particles. It will be eafy for a 
thinking mind to purfue nature ading in this method, according to Anaxagoras, through aljl 
things. The principles of things.are thus made infinite, not only in number and minutenefs ; but 
there being alfo a continuity of bpoiofXEptiai, or homogeneous particles, a<py <rvv£x,iZcuEvai, through 
the univerfe, every bpoio/xspia, that is, every kind of things, is a natural body, infinite in magnitude, 
and infinitely divifible into fuch parts as are wholly agreeing in their kind. Simplicius, in his 
commentary on the Phyfics of Ariftotle, to which ineftimable magazine of antient phyfiology we 
are indebted for the chief part of this note, draws the fame conclufion : his words are thefe : ix T « * 
ttpmvwv npoxupov <rvvvoai>, OTI U itav SK Travro? sKKpinrai, KM iravra tv iraciv t<rrivy cv (xovov TO oxat 

xat £*a<rw, ov TW irhrfiti povov «x>a Kai ru (xtyeOei, amtipaKtg antipov etrrai
 4 1 From the account nr>w 

given it is eafy to conceive, that if every thing is made out of every thing by feparation, and all 
things are in all, not only the univerfe, but every kind of things therein, is infinitely infinite, not 
only in the number of its parts, but alfo in magnitude." See Ariftot. Phyfic.l. i. c. 4 . and 1. iii. 
c. 4 . Simplic. Com. fol. 6. and 105. b. 106. a.—S. 

confideration, 
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confideration, fo fimple, and fo narrow-minded are you and your compa* 
nions. 

Soc. Such is the lot of our condition, Hippias. It is not what a man 
will, fays the common proverb, but what he can. However, you are always 
kind in aflifting us with your inftrucYions. For but juft now, before you 
had taught me better, how fimple my mind was, and how narrow my way 
of thinking, 1 (hall give you ftill a plainer proof, by telling you what were 
my thoughts upon the prefent fubjeel:—if you will give me leave. 

HIP. YOU will tell them to one who knows them already, Socrates. 
For I am well acquainted with the different ways of thinking, and know 
the minds of all who philofophize. Notwithftanding, if it will give plea
fure to yourfelf, you may tell me. 

Soc. To me, I confefs, it will. You muft know then, my friend, that I 
was fo foolifh, till I had received from you better information, as to imagine 
of myfelf and you, that each of us was one perfon ; and that this, which each 
of us was, both of us were not, as not being one, but two perfons.—Such a 
fimpleton was 1!—But from you have I now learnt, that if both of us are 
two perfons, each of us alfo by neceffity is two; and that, if each of us be 
but one, it follows by the fame neceffity, that both of us are no more. For, 
by reafon of the continuity of being, according to Hippias, it is impoffible 
it fhould be otherwife ; each of us being of neceffity whatever both of us 
are, and both whatever each *. And now, perfuaded by you to believe thefe 
things, here I fit me down and reft contented. But firft inform me, Hip
pias, whether we are one perfon, you and I together; or whether you are 
two perfons, and I two perfons. 

HIP. What mean you, Socrates ? 
Soc. The very thing which I fay. For I am afraid of entering with you 

into a further difcuffion of the fubjecf, becaufe you fall into a paftion 
with me, whenever you fay any thing which you take to be important. 

3 The words of Anaxagoras, as cited by Simplicius, pag. 106. b. really favour fuch a conclufion. 
For he exprefsly fays, that his fyftem of the continuity of being included ra iraU Kai T « J i|« every 
thing which any being had, or fuffered : that is, in fcholaftic language, all the properties and 
accidents of being •, or, in common fpeech, the condition and circumftances of things j which, as 
&c tells us, inseparably follow and attend their feveral natures.—S. 

To 
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To venture for once, however; tell me—Is not each of us one ? and is not 
the being one a circumftance attendant upon our being ? 

HIP. Without doubt. 
Soc. If each of us then be one, each of us muft be alfo odd. Or think 

you that one is not an odd number ? 
HIP. I think it is. 
Soc. Are we odd both together then, notwithftanding that we are two ? 
HIP. That is abfurd, Socrates. 
Soc. But both together, we are even. Is it not fo ? 
HIP. Certainly. 
Soc. Now, becaufe both of us together we are even, does it follow from 

thence that each of us fingly too is even ? 
HIP. Certainly not. 
Soc. There is not, therefore, fuch an abfolute neceflity, as you faid juft 

now there was, that, whatever both of us were, each fhould be the fame; 
and that, whatever each of us was, the fame muft we be both. 

HIP. Not in fuch cafes as thefe, I acknowledge; but ftill it holds true in 
fuch as I enumerated before. 

Soc That fuffices, Hippias. I am contented with this acknowledgment, 
that it appears to be fo in fome cafes, but in others otherwife. For, if you 
remember from whence the prefent difpute arofe, I faid, that the pleafures 
of fight and hearing could not derive their beauty from any circumftance 
which attended on each, yet not on both ; neither from any which attended 
on both, yet not on each : but that the beauty of them was derived from 
fomething which they had belonging to both of them in common, and in 
particular to each. And this I faid, becaufe you had admitted the beauty of 
them both together, and of each feparately. From which I drew this con
fequence, that they were indebted for their beauty to fome being, whofe 
prefence ftill followed and attended on them both 5 and not to fuch as fell 
fhort of either. And I continue ftill in the fame mind. But anfwer mê  as 
if we were now beginning this laft inquiry afrefh. Pleafure through the 
fight and pleafure through the hearing, then, being fuppofed beautiful, both 
of them and each; tell me, does not the caufe of their beauty follow 
and attend on both of them taken together, and upon each alfo confidered 
feparate ? 

HIP. 
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HIP. Without doubt. 
Soc. Is it then becaufe they are pleafures, both and each of them, that 

they are beautiful ? Or, if this were the caufe, would not the pleafures of 
the other fenfes be beautiful, as well as thefe ? For it appeared that they 
were pleafures as well as thefe :—if you remember. 

HIP. I remember it well. 
Soc. But becaufe thefe pleafures arife in us through fight and hearing, 

this we affigned for the caufe of their being beautiful. 
HIP. It was fo determined. 
Soc. Obferve now, whether I am right or not: for, as well as I can 

remember, we agreed that the pleafant was the beautiful; not the pleafant 
in general, but thofe fpecies of it only which are pjoduced through fight 
and hearing. 

HIP. It is true. 
Soc. Does not this circumftance then attend on both thefe pleafures taken 

together ? and is it not wanting to each of them alone ? For by no means is 
either of them alone, as was faid before, produced through both thofe ftnfes. 
Both of them are indeed through both, but not fo is each. Is this true ? 

HIP. It is. 
Soc. They are not beautiful, therefore, either of them, from any cir

cumftance which attends on either by itfelf. For we cannot argue from 
either to both k, nor, from what each is feparately, infer what they both are 
jointly. So that we may alTert the joint beauty of both thefe pleafures, 
according to our prefent hypothefis of the beautiful: but this hypothefis 
will not fupport us in afferting any beauty feparate in either. Or how fay 
we ? Is it not of neceffity fo ? 

HIP. SO it appears. 
Soc. Say we then that both are beautiful, but deny that each is fo ? 
HIP. What reafon is there to the contrary ? 
Soc. This reafon, my friend, as it feems to me ; becaufe we had fuppofed 

certain circumftanoes attendant upon things with this condition, that, if 
thev appertained to any two things, both together, they appertained at the 
fame time to each ; and, if they appertained to each, that they appertained 
alfo to both. Of this kind are all fuch circumftances and attendants of 
things as were enumerated by you. Are they not ? 

HIP. 
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HIP. They are. 
Soc. But fuch circumftances or appendages of being, as thofe related by 

me, are otherwife : and of this kind are the being each, and the being both. 
Have not I ltated the cafe rightly ? 

H I P . YOU have. 
Soc. Under which kind then, Hippias, do you rank the beautiful ? D o 

you rank it among thofe mentioned by yourfelf? as when you inferred that 
if I was well and hearty, and you well and hearty, then both of us were 
well and hearty: or, if I was honeft and you honeft, then both of us were 
honeft : or, if we both were fo, it followed that fo was each of us. Does the 
fame kind of inference hqld true in this cafe ? If I am beautiful, and you 
are beautiful, then both of us are beautiful; and if both of us, then each. 
Or is there no reafon why it fhould not here be as it is in numbers 1 ? two 
of which, taken together, may be even ; though each feparately is perhaps 
odd, perhaps even: or, as it is in magnitudes * ; where two of them, though 
each is incommenfurable with fome third, yet both together may perhaps 
be commenfurable with it, perhaps incommenfurable. A thoufand fuch 
other things there are, which I perceived, as I faid, with great clearnefs. 
Now, to whether of thefe two orders of being do you refer the beautiful? 
Does the proper rank of it appear as evident to you as it does to me ? For 
to me it appears highly abfurd, to fuppofe both of us beautiful, yet each of 
us not fo; or each of us beautiful, yet not fo both ; no lefs abfurd, than it 
is to fuppofe the fame kind of difference between the natures of both and 

1 For inftance ; the two odd numbers, feven and three, together make the even number, ten : 
and the two even numbers, fix and four, make the very fame number.—S. 

2 For inftance-, let there be fuppofed a line ten inches in length, meafured by whole inches: 
a line of three inches j , and another line of two inches arc each of them incommenfurable 
with the firft given line •, becaufe neither of them can be meafured completely by any line fo long 
as a whole inch : yet both together making fix inches, they are commenfurable with the line of 
ten inches, by the inch-meafure.— It is the fame with the powers of two lines. The power of 
either may be incommenfurable with that of the other, and alfo with fome given magnitude : yet 
the power arifing from both may be commenfurable with that third magnitude. See Euclid. 
Erlem. lib. x. prop. 35.—To the prefent purpofe alfo is applicable the following theorem. The 
diameter of a fquare is demonftrated by Euclid (F,lem. x. 97.) to be incommensurable with its 
fide : and confequently fo is a line twice as long as the diameter. Yet the rectangular fpace 
comprehended by that diameter and by a line of twice its length, is equal to a fquare, whofe fide 
is commenfurable with the fide of the given fquare.—S. 

VOL. in. 3 1 each 
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each In any of the cafes put by you. Do you agree with, me then in rank
ing the beautiful among thefe, or do you refer it to the oppofite clafs of 
things ? 

HIP. I entirely agree with you, Socrates. 
Soc YOU do well, Hippias: becaufe we fhall thus be freed from any 

further inquiry upon this article. For, if the beautiful be in that clafs of 
things where we agree to place it, the pleafant then, which arifes in us 
through fight and hearing, can no longer be fuppofed the beautiful. Becaufe 
that which comes through both thofe fenfes jointly, may make the pleafures 
which arife from thence beautiful indeed both taken together; but cannot, 
make either of them fo, confidered as feparate from the other. But that 
the beautiful fhould have fuch an effect, or communicate itfelf in this manner, 
is abfurd to fuppofe ; as you and I have agreed, Hippias. 

HIP. We agreed it was fo, I own. 
Soc. It is impoffible, therefore, that the pleafant, arifing in us through 

fight and hearing, fhould be the beautiful; becaufe from this hypothefis an 
abfurdity would follow. 

HIP. You have reafon on your fide. 
Soc. " Begin again then, and tell me," will he fay, " for you have miffed 

it now, what is that beautiful, the affociate of both thefe pleafures, for the 
fake of which you give them the preference to all others, by honouring 
them with the name of beautiful?" It appears to me, Hippias, neceffary 
for us to anfwer thus ; that " thefe are of all pleafures the moff innocent 
and good, as well both of them taken together, as each taken fingly '." Or 
can you tell me of airy circumftance befide, in which they differ from other 
pleafures ? 

HIP. I know of none befide : for they are indeed the beft of all; 
Soc "This then," he will fay, "do you now maintain to be the beau

tiful, pleafure profitable ?"—" It is fo in my opinion," I fhall anfwer.—What 
anfwer would you make? 

H I P . The fame, 
Soc " Well then," will he fay: "the profitable, you know, is that which 

is the efficient of good. And the efficient, as we agreed lately, is a thing 
1 See the latter part of the Philebus. 

different 
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different from the effect. Our reafoning, therefore, has brought us round 
to the fame point again : for thus neither would the good be beautiful, not 
would the beautiful be good ; each of thefe being, upon this hypothefis, dif
ferent from the other.** " Moft evidently fo is the anfwer we muff make, 
Hippias, if we are of found mind. For the facrednefs of truth will never 
fuffer us to oppofe the man who has truth with him on his fide. 

H I P . But now, Socrates, what think you all thefe matters are which we 
have been difputing about ? They are the fhreds and tatters of an argument, 
cut and torn, as I faid before, into a thoufand pieces. But the thing which 
is beautiful, as well as highly valuable, is this : to be able to exhibit a fine 
fpeech, in a becoming and handfome manner, before the council, or court 
of juftice, or any other affembly or perfon in authority, to whom the fpeech 
is addreffed ; fuch a fpeech as hath the power of perfuafion ; and having 
ended to depart, not with mean and infignificant trophies of victory, but 
with a prize the nobleff, the prefervation of ourfelves, our fortunes, and 
our friends. This you ought to be ambitious of, and bid adieu to fuch petty, 
and paltry difputes; or you will appear as if you had quite loft your fenfes, 
playing with ftraws and trifles, as you have been now doing. 

Soc. O friend Hippias! you are happy that you know what courfe of life 
it is beft for a man to follow, and have followed it, according to your own 
account, fo fuccefsfully yourfelf. But I feem fated to be under the power of 
a daemoniacal nature, who keeps me wandering continually in fearch of 
truth, and ftill at a lofs where to find it. And whenever I lay my difficul
ties and perplexities before you wife men, I meet with no other anfwer from 
you than contumely and reproach. For you all tell me the fame thing 
which you tell me now, " That I bufy myfelf about filly, minute, and infig
nificant matters." On the other hand, when, upon giving credit to what 
you all tell me, I fay, as you do, " That to be able to exhibit a fine fpeech iti 
a court of juftice, or any other affembly, and to go through it in a proper and 
handfome manner, is the fineft thing in the world ; and that no employment 
is fo beautiful, or fo well becomes a man; I then meet with cenfure and ob
loquy from fome who are here prefent *, but efpecially from that man who 
i s always reproving me. For he is my neareft of kin, and lives with me i n 

1 Meaning his philofophic friends. 
3 i 2 the 
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the fame houfe. So, whenever I return home, and am entered in, as fbon 
as he hears me talking in this flrain, he afks me if I am not afhamed to pro
nounce, with fb much confidence, what profeffions and employments are 
fine, or beautiful, or becoming ; when I have plainly fhown myfelf fo igno
rant with regard to things beautiful, as not to know wherein the nature of 
beauty confifts.—<c And how can you judge," fays he, " who has fpoken a 
beautiful or fine fpeech, or done any thing elfe in a handfome manner, and 
who not, ignorant as you are what the beautiful and handfome is ? Such 
then being the difpofition of your mind, is it poflible that you can think life 
more eligible to you than death ?" Thus have I had the ill fortune, as I told 
you, to fuffer obloquy and reproach from you, to fuffer obloquy alfo and re
proach from him. But, perhaps, it is neceffary to endure all this. Jf I 
have received benefit or improvement from it, there is no harm done. And 
I feem to myfelf, Hippias, improved and benefited by the converfation of 
you both. For the meaning of the proverb, " Things of beauty are things 
of difficulty," if I am not miftaken in myfelf, I know. 

T H E END O F T H E G R E A T E R H I P P I A S . 
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INTRODUCTION 

T O 

T H E B A N Q U E T . 

T h E compofition, fays Mr. Sydenham x , of this dialogue is of a lingular 
calf, and different from that of any other. For the principal part of it 
confifts of oratorical fpeeches, fpoken at a certain banquet or entertainment, 
by fome of the company in their turns, upon a fubject propofed by one of 
their number.—The fpcakers are thefe fix, Phaedrus, Paufanias, Eryxima-
chus, Ariftophanes, Agatho, and Socrates. Their feveral fpeeches are finely 
diftinguifhed by different ffyles of oratory, and with great propriety difplay 
the peculiar character of each fpeaker.—The firft of them, Phaedrus, was 
a young gentleman of the moft ingenuous difpofition, modeft, candid, and a 
lover of truth; refined, elevated, and heroic in his fentiments ; the fame 
perfon whofe character Plato has thus drawn at large in a dialogue infcribed 
with his name. From thence alfo we learn that he was a great admirer 
of Lyfias the orator : accordingly, the fpeech made by him in this Banquet 
favours much of the ftyle of Lyiias, fuch as it is characterized by Plato * him
felf ; the diction being pure and elegant; the periods round and well turned ; 
but exprefflng the fame fentiments over and over again in variety of lan
guage ; and where the fentiments are various, void of all method or order in 
the ranging them.—The next fpeech, reported in the dialogue, is that of 
Paufanias; who appears to have been a ftatefman or politician, a great admirer 

1 Nearly the whole of this Introduction is extracted from Mr. Sydenham's argument to this' 
dialogue. As he is miftaken in certain parts of his argument, from the want of a more profound •» 
knowledge of Plato's philofophy, I found it impoflible to give it entire.*—T, 

x See the Phcedrus. 

3 o f ' 
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of both the Spartan and the Athenian laws, and an enemy to all other fyftems 
of government and manners. The ftyle of his oratory correfponds exactly with 
the character which Hcrmogenes gives us of the ftyle ufed by Ifocrates: 
for he is clear and diftinct, and divides his fubject properly ; is profufc in 
ornaments, and rather too nice and accurate ; difFufe and ample in his fenti-
ments, though not in his expreflion ; and taking a large compafs of argu
ment in the coming to his point. We find him however free from thofe 
faults for which that critic juftly reprehends Ifocrates : for in the fpeech 
of Paufanias there is no languor nor tedioufncfs ; nor is he guilty of preach
ing, or of being didactic ; vices in oratory which are the ufual concomitants 
of old age, and in Ifocrates perhaps were principally owing to that caufe: 
certain it is, that moft of his orations now extant were compofed in the 
decline of his life, and that in the lateft of them thofe blemifhes are the 
moft confpicuous. But at the time when the fpeeches, reported in this 
dialogue, were fuppofed to have been fpoken, Ifocrates was in the flower 
both of his age and of his eloquence. Add to this, that Paufanias here 
immoderately affects fome of thofe little graces of ftyle for which Ifocrates 
was remarkable in his younger years moft 1 ; fuch as am9s<ret$9 or oppofitions; 
wapto-wa-sis, or parities, where one member of a fentence anfwers either in 
found or fentiment to another ; and thofe merely verbal or literal fimilarities, 
of adnominations, adliterations, and the fame beginnings or endings of two 
or more words near one another. One of thefe ornaments, improperly 
ufed, Plato ridicules in the way of mimicry, as foon as the fpeech of Pau
fanias is ended: which alone feems a fufficient evidence that Plato in fram
ing that fpeech purpofely imitated the ftyle of Ifocrates. His intention in 
fb doing, as appears probable, we think, from the beginning of the fpeech 
itfelf, was to fet in contraft thofe two celebrated orators, Lyfias and Ifocrates; 
and to exhibit the former as treating his fubject in a general, indifcriminating, 
indeterminate way, copious in his language, but jejune in matter : the other, 
as diftinguifhing and methodical, full of matter, and ample in particulars, 
from having ftudied the nature of his fubject more diftindtly, philofophically, 
and minutely. It may be pertinent to obferve, that Plato feems to have 

x See Hermogenes irtpt 1. i. c. 12 . The fame critic <xzpi /xtQodov, c. i~. and 16. Vit. 
Homer, inter Opufc. Mytholog. ex ed. 2da, pag. 300, 301. Quiutilian. Inftitut. Orat. 1. ix. c. 3. 
$nd Demetrius Phaler. irtpt \piww„ § 29. 

4 had 



T H E B A N Q U E T . 433 

had the fame view in introducing the mention of Ifbcrates near the con
clufion of his dialogue named Phaedrus.—The next fpeaker to Paufanias is 
Eryximachus; whofe profeflion was that of medicine : and his fpeech is fuit-
able to his profeffion; for he conliders the fubjedt in a more extenfive view ; 
and, beginning from the human body, both in its found and morbid ftate, 
goes on like a thorough naturalift, and purfues his inftances through every 
part of nature, through earth, air and iky, up to that which is divine. His 
oratory, to the bell: of our little judgment in thefe matters, agrees with what 
Hermogenes 1 reports of Pericles, that of all the antient orators, meaning 
before the time of Demofthenes, he had in appearance, as well as in 
reality, the moft of the htvorw, that is, weight with his hearers, and power 
over their paftions. For, according to that critic* the real hivoTvjg of an 
orator confifts in a ready and apt ufe of his general knowledge, or an 
opportune and proper application of it, in managing his fubject; and the 
htvorvis is moft apparent, he fays, when the mot*t9 the thoughts and fenti
ments, are profound, curious, and out of the common road, yet ftriking and 
forcible. Now the real and the apparent hivoTvjg, as thus defcribed, are both 
of them remarkable in the only oration of Pericles we have left, inferted by 
Thucydides in his hiftory: and both feem affectedly ufed in the fpeech of 
Eryximachus; which we prefume, therefore, Plato compofed in imitation 
of Pericles.—Next after him fpeaks Ariftophanes, the celebrated comic poet; 
through whofe comedies, fuch at leaft as are ftill remaining, runs the fame 
rich vein of humour, the fame lively and redundant wit, which characterize 
his fpeech in the Banquet.—The next fpeech is made by Agatho, the donor 
of the feaft. Agatho was at this time a young man of a large fortune, 
generous, magnificent, and polifhed in his manners; much admired by all 
for the comelinefs of his perfon; and celebrated by Plato in the Protagoras 
for his fine parts and excellent natural difpofition. His genius inclined 
him to poetry, and particularly to that of the tragic kind ; in which he was 
fo fuccefsful, as to win the prize from all his antagonifts, in one of thofe 
competitions for excellence in writing tragedies annually held at the feaft 
of Bacchus. Upon this occafion it was that he gave his friends that enter? 
tainment which Plato has immortalized by this fine dialogue. We have no 

* Sec his treatife *rjpi »fo«v, 1. ii. c. 9. 
VOL. i n . 3 K. piece 
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piece of hk writing extant; but it is highly probable that the fpeech here 
attributed to him gives a juft reprefentation of his ftyle: for the language 
of it is extremely poetical, florid, and abounding with metaphors; and the 
fentiments are wonderfully elegant, ingenious, and full of fancy, but have 
not fo much as an appearance of truth for their foundation.—The laft 
fpeaker on the fubject is Socrates: and his fpeech is in every refpecl: worthy 
of the man. For in his whole conduct he was modeft, and careful to avoid 
the leaft degree of oftentation ; in all his difcourfe he was folicitous above all 
things for the truth in every fubjecV, and propofed to himfelf that as the 
principle end in all his difputes, inquiries, and refearches ; and whenever he 
took the lead in converfation, he began from things eafy, common, and 
obvious, but gradually role to fpeculations the moft difficult, fublime, and 
excellent. Agreeably to this character, he delivers in his fpeech nothing as 
from himfelf; but introduces ariother perfon, affuming the magifterial airs 
of a teacher, yet condefcending, gentle, and affable. This perfon is Dio-
tima, a lady at that time in high reputation for her intercourfe with the 
Gods, and her predictions of future events. The fpeech of Socrates con
tains the recital of a converfation between himfelf and this prophetic lady ; 
into whofe mouth he puts what he has a mind to teach, on purpofe to 
infinuate that his fpeech was indifputably true, was worthy of being thought 
divinely infpired, and conveyed the knowledge of divine things. The elo
quence of it exemplifies that doctrine taught by Plato in his Phaedrus and 
his Gorgias, that the man who beft knows the truth in every fubject he 
treats of, and intends the good of thofe whom he endeavours to perfuadef 

he who has the moft knowledge of human nature, and of the various dif-
pofitions of men, and confequently can adapt his fpeech to the temper of 
his audience, he is likely to make the ableft and beft fpeaker; the other 
qualifications requifite to form an orator being comparatively mean, and, 
fo far as art is concerned in them, eafily attainable. The truth of this 
doctrine was foon after abundantly confirmed in Demofthenes, who, form
ing himfelf upon the rules laid down by Plato, became at once the moft 
perfect patriot, politician, and orator of his (I had almoft faid of any) age.— 
After thefe fix fpeeches are ended, a new character is brought upon the 

* See the Greater Hippias. 
ftage, 
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ftagey— Alcibiades, a young nobleman of the firft rank in Athens, o f great 
natural and acquired abilities, chiefly thofe of the military kind, but of diffo-
lute and thoroughly debauched manners. Being ambitious o f power and 
government in the ftate too early, before he was qualified for them by know
ledge and experience, he had for fome time been a follower of Socrates, 
whofe eloquence and reafoning he faw prevailing always over thofe of the 
Sophifts: for he hoped to acquire, in his company and converfe, the fame 
fuperior power of perfuafion ; in order t o employ that power with the people, 
and gratify the views of his ambition. He is introduced into the banquet-
room, far from fober; and his behaviour and fpeech (for he is engaged by 
the company to make a fpeech) perfectly agree with the character of his 
manners. The fubject on which he fpeaks is profefledly, and in all appear
ance, foreign to the point fpoken to by the reft, as the diforderly and un
thinking condition which he is in requires it fhould be; but it is far from 
being fo in reality. Plato has not only woven i t into his defign in this in
comparable dialogue, but has made it one of the moft efTential parts, with
out which the work had been wholly defective in the end for which it was 
framed f . Thefe fpeeches, with the converfation and occurrences at the 
banquet, make the principal part of this dialogue; and are introduced, not 
in a dramatic, but a narrative way. The introduction is partly narrative, 
and partly dramatic; by which means it is fomewhat intricate. For the 
dialogue opens with a converfation between two perfons only, Apollodorus 
and fome friend of his, though in the prefence of others, fuch as dramatic 
writers call mute perfons. At the very beginning Apollodorus relates a fhort 
converfation lately held between himfelf and Glauco; and tells his friend, 
that he then gave Glauco an account o f what had paffed at the banquet 
given by Agatho; which account, repeated by him here again, conftitutes 
a l l the reft of the dialogue. He fays, it was delivered t o him by Arifto-
demus, one o f the company; who had begun his narrative with the recital 
o f a fhort converfation held between Socrates and himfelf, and of fome other 
occurrences previous to the banquet. The fame recital here made by Apol
lodorus to his friend, and to the company at that friend's houfe, immediately 
introduces the narrative or hiftory of that truly noble entertainment. Such is 
the manner, and fuch the method, in which this dialogue is compofed. It is 

* Se« the Notes on the Speech of Alcibiades. 
3 K 2 ufua!ly 
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ufually and very properly intitled, " Concern ing L o v e , " becaufe the fpecula* 
tion of love is its leading object. 

W i t h refpect to the fpecches, that of Phaedrus takes the word love in a 
general fenfe, fo as to comprehend love toward perfons of the fame fex, 
commonly called friendship, as well as that toward perfons of a different fex, 
peculiarly and eminent ly ftyled love.—Paufanias diftinguifhes between love 
of the mind , and love merely of the body, proving them to be affections of 
very different kinds, becaufe productive of very different effects.—Eryxima-
chus confiders love as that univerfal principle in nature which attracts, 
uni tes , or affociates one thing to another, in a regular way ; the effe6t of 
whofe operation is ha rmony or concord : that which heals alfo the breaches 
made by the oppofite, the difuniting and dividing principle, the caufe of irre
gular motions and of difcord.—Ariftophanes treats of love as other writers 
of comedy do , taking it only in the groffeft fenfe of the word, as it means 
the paffion common to man wi th all brute an imals .—And Agatho talks about 
it in a vague manner , wi thout any determinate or fixed meaning at al l ; 
t ak ing it in various fenfes; commonly , indeed, for the refinement of that 
paffion be tween the fexes, but fometimes for great l iking or attachment of 
the mind to any object ; and then, all at once, ufing the word, like Eryxi-
machus , to fignify concord and harmony, not only between rational beings, 
but even the unintel l igent parts of na ture . But when Socrates comes to 
fpeak upon the fubject, he goes much deeper into it by degrees : in the firfl 
place, he premifes certain univerfal t ru ths relating to love ; that the object 
of it is beauty ; the effence of it defire ; its a im or end the poffeffion of 
beauty, or, if already poffeffed of it , the perpetuity of that poffeflion. Next, 
he confiders love as the defire of good ; whatever is beautiful being alfo good, 
fo far as it is beaut i ful ; and love, peculiarly fo called, being part of that 
univerfal love or defire of good, common to all beings, intelligent and fentient. 
He confiders this univerfal love, or defire of good, as the link between the 
eternal na ture and the mor ta l , between the plenitude of good and the total 
w a n t of it. H e confiders, that the aim of this defire, agreeably to a certain 
property of it before obferved, is not only to enjoy good, but to immortalize 
tha t enjoyment . T h e defire of immorta l i ty , therefore, is of neceffity, he 
fays, annexed to the defire of good, or love of beauty. But perfbnal im
mortal i ty being impoffible to be attained by any being whofe nature is mor

tal. 
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tal, every fuch being, prompted by nature, feeks to continue itfelf, and its 
enjoyment of good, in the only way poflible, the propagation of its fpecies, 
and the production of fome being refembling itfelf, another felf, to fucceed, 
and to continue as it were the enjoyment of the fame good. Hence, the 
love of that beauty, with which every animal is moft fmitten in the beauti
ful of its own kind, is accompanied with an inftinct, or natural defire, to mix 
and unite with it, and thus to generate another animal of the fame kind. 
From corporeal beauty, and that lower fpecies of love regarding it, man, as 
his mind opens more and is improved, naturally proceeds further; attaining 
the fight of that beauty which is feen only by the eye of intellect, in the temper 
and difpofition of fome fellow-mind; and fired with that love which attends 
the fight of mental beauty. To this love alfo is annexed, fays Socrates, the 
defire of generating, of ftamping upon that other mind its own thoughts, and 
of raifing up and nurturing between them an intellectual progeny, of gene
rous fentiments and fair ideas. By means of this mixture and this enjoy
ment, that is, by converfe, fuch as improves the undeiftanding, the mind, 
he obferves, rifes higher, and attains to view beauty in thofe things them
felves, the fubjects of their converfation ; firft, in virtuous purfuits, ftudies, 
and employments; next, in the fciences, and every branch of knowledge. 
In the embraces of thefe beauties the mind generates an offspring of the 
faireft kind and the moft durable ; the poet, his immortal writings; the 
hero, through the force of his example, continual copies of his virtue; the 
founder of civil polities, through his inftitutions, a long fucceffion of patriot 
actions ; and the legiflator, wife and beneficial laws, to blefs the lateft pofte-
rity. But if the foul be endowed with a genius of the higheft kind, fhe refts 
not here, nor fixes her attachment on any one of thefe mental excellencies 
or beauties in particular: the genuine lover of truth rifes from hence to the 
furvey of that univerfal, original, and exemplar beauty from which every 
thing beautiful, both in the intelligible and fenfible world, proceeds. The 
love and the purfuit of this fuprcme beauty Plato calls philofophy ; and to the 
embraces or enjoyment of it, and to no other caufe, does he here afcribe the 
generation and the growth of true virtue. 

With refpect to the fpeech of Alcibiades, it has been already obferved, that 
it is one of the moft effential parts of the dialogue. This will be at once 
evident, when it is confidered that the intention of Plato in it was to exemplify 

5 m 
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in the character of Socrates, as one who had been initiated in the myfteries of 
love, that perfection of virtue which fuch an initiation is capable of effecting. 
Mr. Sydenham, therefore, was very unfortunately perfuaded to abandon the 
defign of publifhing his tranflation of this fpeech; and much was he miflaekn in 
thinking that fome part of it is fo grofsly indecent that it may offend the vir-
tuousand encourage the vicious. For it will appear in our notes, that this appa
rent indecency is introduced conformably to the machinery of the myfteries, 
with no other view than to purify the reader from every thing indecent, and 
to liberate him, in fhort, from vulgar love, by exciting the amatory eye of 
intellect to the vifion of objects ineffably beautiful and truly divine. 

The antients, not without reafon, generally rank this dialogue among 
thofe of the ethic clafs 1 ; but the character of it is of the mixed kind, that is, 
partly narrative and partly dramatic : and the genius of it takes its colour 
from the didactic part, the fpeech of Socrates; the reafoning of which is 
wholly analytical, refolving all love into its principles, and tracing all beauty 
upward to that fource from whence it is derived to every order of being. 

* Modern interpreters, with a view to the fublimer part of the fpeech of SocTates, but without 
regarding the drift of it, call this dialogue metaphyfical or theological. And among the antient 
J latonifls, Albinus, as if he was attentive chiefly to the fpeech of Paufanias, and referred all the 
other fpceches to that, calls it political.—S. 

THE 
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PERSONS1 OF THE DIALOG UE. 

APOLLODORUS *, 
FRIEND 3 OF APOLLODORUS, 
GLAUCO 4 , 
A RISTODEM US *, 
SOCRATES", 
AGATHO, 

PAUSANIAS, 
ARISTOPHANES, 
ERYXIMACHUS, 
PHAEDRUS, 
DIOTIMA, 
ALCIBIADES. 

SCENE 7.—Principally within the City of ATHENS. 

1 The readers of Plato will obferve, that before each of his dialogues the names of the fpeakers 
in it are recited, not in the order either of their real dignity, or of their importance to the dia
logue, as the manner is of modern poets before their tragedies and comedies ; but according to 
the order in which hey feverally make their firft appearance ; and, fince in every fcene of con* 
verfation two or more mull appear at the fame time together, thefe are named according to the 
order in which they firft fpeak : after the manner we find the perfons of the drama enumerated 
before all the dramatic uritiigs of the antients. 

3 Apollodorus was a difciple of Socrates, but of no long ftanding at this time. His character, 
therefore, in the dialogue is properly marked by the vehemence of his attachment to philofophy, 
and admiration of his mafter. 

3 This friend is not mentioned by name: a circumftance which alone feems to have induced 
fome to imagine, that by the friend of Apollodorus Plato here meant himfelf. 

4 If this be the fame Glauco who was brother to Plato, and Plato be the friend here introduced, 
it feems ftrange that Apollodorus (hould fpeak of Plato's brother to Plato himfelf, as of one utterly 
unknown to Plato, mentioning his name, afterwards, only as it were by accident. 

s Ariftodemus was a conftant, humble follower of Socrates. 
6 For the characters of all the following perfons we refer to the firft part of the preceding Irr-

troduction. 
* The fcene of converfation between Apollodorus and his friend, the only dramatic part of the 

dialogue, and where all the reft of it is introduced in the way of narrative, appears to be the houfc 
of this friend j as proper a place as any for fo long a recital as Apollodorus had to make him ; and 
the moft proper where to come to him with that intention. The way from Phalenrs to Athens' 
a long walk, is, with no lefs propriety, made the fcene of the converfation related by Apollodoru$ 
between himfelf and Glauco ; to whom, he fays, he then made the fame long recital. The fcene 
of the (hort difcourfe next related between Ariftodemus and Socrates is made the ftreer; by 
which piece of conduct, the breaking it off fo abruptly is fuitable to the decorum of place. And 
Agatho's houfe is the grand fcene of the principal part, the fpeeches at the entertainment.—S. 

7 APOL-
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APOLLODORUS. 

T h E affair concerning which ye inquire I think myfelf now not quite 
unprepared to relate to you. Fo r it happened 1 a few days fince, as I was 
wa lk ing up to the city from my houfe at Phalerus % that an acquaintance 
of mine , who was going the fame way , feeing me at a confiderable diftance 
before h im, called out to m e ; and by way of joke 3 at the fame t ime faid, 
Apollodorus, you Phalerean, will not you flop a while till I come up to you? 
Upon which I flopped, and flayed for h im. As foon as he had joined m e , 
Apollodorus, faid he , I was juft now inquiring after you ; from a defire I 
have to be thoroughly acquainted wi th what paffed in the converfation be
tween Agatho, and Socrates, and Alcibiades, and the reft who were of the 
par ty , at an en te r ta inment w h e r e the fubject of their difcourfe was Love. I 
fhould be glad to be informed by you wha t was faid on the occafion. For 
the perfon who gave me fome account of it, fuch as he received from Phoenix 
the fon of Phil ippus, told me that you knew every particular : but that , as to 
himfelf, he did not pretend to be at all perfect or exact in his relation. D o 
you then give me an account of it yourfelf; for you have the beft right to 
relate a converfation in which an int imate friend of your own had the moft 
diftinguifhed fhare. But firft, faid he , tell m e , were you yourfelf one of 
the company ?—It appears plainly, faid I , indeed, that your author by no 
means gave you an exact account of the circumftances of that converfation, 
if you fuppofe it paffed fo lately as to admit a poffibility of my being of the 
company.—Real ly I imagined fo, replied h e . — H o w could it be, faid I , 

* The word irpuw, which the older editions give us in this place, is, carelefsly as it feems, 
omitted in that of Stephens: which error, as well as many others, we the rather take notice of, 
to prevent a repetition of the fame in any future edition of Plato where the text of Stephens is 
likely to be made the ftandard.—S. 

1 Phalerus was a fea-port town, between four and five miles from the city of Athens; where 
frequently were furnifhed out, by way of fpec"tacles of entertainment to the people, pompous caval
cades, ifluing probably from thence, and marching to the city. See Xenophon in Hipparchic. 
p. 5 6 0 . ed. 2da Steph.—S. 

3 What the joke is, will eafily be difcerned by help of the preceding note. For it lies in a hu
morous oppofition between the hafte with which Apollodorus feems to have been walking, agree
ably to his character, and the flownefs ufual in cavalcades of pomp, with the frequent flopping 
oi thofe who arc foremoft, till the more dilatory train behind them is come up.—S. 

Glauco f 
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Glauco? Do you not know that Agatho has not been at Athens for thefe 
many years ? whereas it is not yet three fince I firif became a follower of 
Socrates, and began, as I have continued ever fince, daily to obferve and 
fludy all his fayings and actions. Before that time, running about here and 
there, wherever chance led me, and fancying myfelf all the while well em
ployed, no mortal was in fo wretched a condition as 1: it was fuch as you 
are in at prefent, who give every ftudy and every purfuit the preference to 
that of philofophy.—Leave off railing, faid he, and tell me when that conver
fation happened.—Before we wrote ourfelves men, replied L It was at the 
time when Agatho brought his firft tragedy upon the flage, and won the prize 
with it. It was the very next day after that himfelf and his chrous-fingers 1 

had offered the ufual thankfgiving-facriflce for his victory.—It is then, laid 
he, a long time fince, it feems. But who was it, continued he, that related 
the converfation to you? W a s it Socrates himfelf?—Not Socrates, by Ju
piter, replied I ; but the fame perfon who related it to Phoenix. It was one 
Ariftodemus, a Cydathenian % a man of remarkably low ftature J , who al

ways 

* Thofe who acted and fung the chorus parts in his play.—S. 
* In all the editions of the Greek we here read KudaQnvev;: but it ought certainly to be printed 

Kvtiatkvotitus; as appears from Stephanus de Urb. and from an old infcription on a pillar at Athens 
publifhed in Spon. de Pagis Attie. voce KutitxOvvatoy. See alfo Meurfius de Pop. Attic, in eadem 
•oce.—S. 

3 Xenophon informs us, that Ariftodemus was furnamed the Little. This circumftance, there
fore, ferves to afcertain the man. From the fame author we learn, that this little man was alfo 
one of the minute philofophcrs of that age, till better taught by Socrates. For Xenophon repre
sents him as OI/TE Suovra TOJJ SEOJJ ywxtxvwiAtvov, OUTE ncwnm xpufAWov, a X A a * a i tm votouvruv ravra xaraye-
TiWKTa. We quote the very words of this paflage, for the fake of propofing to our learned readers 
an emendation of the word /̂ xavw/xevov. For we are not fatisfied with JAWS EVXO^EVOV, the conjec
ture of H. Stephens, nor with the curt EOXO^EVOV of Leunclavius; becaufe facrifice to the Gods, 
we apprehend, always implied either petition or thanfgiving : nor can we acquiefce in retaining 
the word nnx/zmtmov, making it to fignify, when he undertook any thing, and accordingly fuppofing, 
with Erneilus, the word n to be tacitly underftood; becaufe the fuppofition feems not agreeable 
to any idiom of the Greek language. We approve rather the prudence of Beffarion, who, in his 
Latin transition of this paffage, took no notice at all of the word pnxaMpwov. But, as we muft 
not make fo bold with the original, we propofe, inftead of that word, to be read as in a pareu-
thefis, w IHOVTCI ixtv ovt: by which alteration the fenfe will be this, that Ariftodemus offered no 
facrificcs to the Gods, m voluntary ones at leijl, but in compliance only with cuftom, or in obedi-

VOL. in. 3 L encc 
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ways went barefoot*. He was of the party ; being one of thofe who 
at that time were the moft: attached to the perfon and company of Socrates, 
Not but that I afked Socrates himfelf concerning fome of the particulars re
ported by Ariflodemus; and he allowed they were reported juftly.—Why 
then, faid Glauco, fhould not you favour me witih that relation? The way 
to the city is perfectly convenient for people to converfe together, as they go 
along.—Upon which we refumed our walk, and entered into the relation 
which my friend defired. So that I am now, as I faid, not quite unprepared 
upon the fubject. If then I am to relate that affair over again to you, fo it 
muft be. Befides, I muft own, that when I am difcourfing myfelf, or hear
ing the difcourfe of others, upon philofophical fubjects, abftracled from the 
confideration of improvement, I am beyond meafure delighted. But when 
I hear converfation of any other kind, efpecially the ufual difcourfe between 
you rich people, who are ftill contriving to heap up money, I feel atediouk 
nefs in myfelf, and a concern for you my friends, who imagine you are em
ploying your time to good purpofe, while you are only trifling. On the 
other hand, it is poffible you may think that I lead an unhappy life ; and I 
believe thofe thoughts of yours are juft: but as to you, I do not fay that I 
believe, for I know, the ftate which you are in to be unhappy. 

FRIEND. You are always the fame man, Apollodorus, always railing at 
yourfelf and the whole world. You feem to me as if you abfolutely thought 
all men wretched, and yourfelf in the firft place; excepting none but So
crates. Whence you acquired the furname of the madman *, for my part I 

know 
ence to the laws. And this may appear to be the true meaning, when we confider that atheifts 
in all ages are ready enough to join in public acts of divine worfhip; and, therefore, not the 
neglect of thefe, but of fuch as were voluntary, could be any indication to Socrates of the real 
fentiments of Ariflodemus. See Xenophon in MemoTabil. 1. i. c. 4.—S. 

1 By this circumflance Ariflodemus was diflinguifhed, it feems, as much as by his littlenefs. It 
is probable that, like his fellow difciple Antifthenes the cynic, he imitated what appeared the 
moft rigid and fevere in his matter's way of life, as being beft fuited to the natural roughnefs of 
his own temper, and the rudenefs of his manners; which led him to entertain atheiftical notions 
of the caufes of things, and to ridicule thofe who paid real worfhip to what was divine in nature. 
This circumflance recalls to our mind thofe epithets of rough, hard, and unyielding, tpaxua xai av~ 
nruwof, given to atheifm by .Plutarch at the end of his treatife nipi XttadatfAov—S. 

a Xenophon in his Apology, and Piato in his Phsedo, near the beginning, and again toward the 
5 conclufion 
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know n o t : for, in your difcourfe, you are always the fame as you are n o w , 
fevere upon yourfelf and all other people,—Socrates alone excepted. 

APOL. My deareft friend, it is evident enough now, that the enter ta in
ing fuch notions of myfelf, and of all you, proves me beyond queftion out of 
my fenfes and a madman . 

FRIEND. It is not wor th the whi le , Apollodorus, to difpute about this a t 
prefent. Only do what I defired of you, and give me an account of the 
fpeeches made at that banquet . 

APOL. T h e fpeeches then were as fo l lows :—But I had better , I th ink , 
give you the whole hiftory of that affair frorh the beginning, juft as Arifto-
demus gave it me. Fo r he told m e , that he m e t Socrates frefh out of the 
bath, and perfectly clean, a condition which he was not in very often ; wear
ing on his feet likewife a handfome pair of flippers x , a part of drefs which 
he ufed only on rare occafions : and that upon afking h im, whi ther he was 
going, that he had made himfelf fo fpruce and fine, Socrates told h im, he 
was going to Agatho 's houfe to fup with h im. F o r yefterday at the facri
fice, faid he , I quitted his company, for fear of the crowd ; but promifed to 
be with him to-day. N o w thus fine have I made myfelf, tha t I may vifit 
fo honourable and fine a perfon in a manne r not unbecoming . Bu t wha t 

conclufion of it, rcprefent Apollodorus as a man fimple and fincere, but with fuch a kind of 
weaknefs in his mind, as made him remarkably hafty, negligent of decorum, and apt to* fpeak in-
confiderately and without difcretion.—S. 

* Socrates, in his ordinary way oflife, accuftomed himfelf to endure voluntary hardfhips: from 
which he drew this advantage, that he fuffered lefs than other men when called to bear hardfhips 
that were neceffary. In like manner the Cynics and Stoics, in imitation probably of Socrates, did 
many things amnvtui htna, that is, for the fake of habituating, through exercife, their minds and 
bodies to endurance. But Socrates, unlike the Cynics, made all this confiftent with a regard to 
the decencies of civil and focial life, a due compliance with cuftom, and conformity to fafhion. 
For he always readily relaxed from his feverity, whenever, as on the prefent occafion, he deemed 
the practice of it unfeafonable. This civility diftinguifhes the manners of Socrates from the 
favage rufticity of Ariftodemus before mentioned. And we cannot help thinking, that thefe two 
feemingly flight circumftances, in the description of thefe two perfons, were mentioned by Plato 
fo near together, on purpofe to make that diftinction the more eafy to be noted. We learn from 
JElian, in Var. Hift. 1. iv. c. 18. that Socrates was charged, probably by the Cynics, with being 
curious and nice about his houfe, and his bed, and his fine flippers. Which confirms the truth of 
our obfervation in this note.—S» 

3 L 2 th ink 
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th ink yon, faid he, Ariftodemus, of going to fupper there yourfelf, without 

invitation ? H o w do you find yourfelf difpofed upon that point ?—And I re

plied, faid Ariftodemus, that I was entirely at his difpofal.—Follow me then, 

faid Socra tes ; to corrupt the old p r o v e r b 1 , by altering i t ,—and proving,; 

that 
When made by worthy men are feafts, -
The worthy go, unbidden guefts. 

H o m e r , before us, feems not merely to have corrupted, but to have offered 

violence to the proverb, by reverfing it. For , notwithftanding that he de-

fcribes Agamemnon as a man excellent in all mili tary virtues, and Menelaus 

as a m a n weak in a rms , w h o 
* • Failed of manly force 

To fling the well-aimed javelin j 

yet , on occafion of a facrifice and feafl made by Agamemnon , he has brought 

Menelaus 

x The proverb here alluded to, Athenaeus, pag. 178 . and Zenobius, c. 2 . 19. have given us 
in this verfe, which the latter quotes from Eupolis the comic poet, 

Aurofxxroi $'aya8ot foihav tri dairat ictuiv. 

When made by meaner men are feafts, 
Their betters go, unbidden guefts. 

That is, when they are pleafed to honour with their prefence fuch as could not prefume to invite 
them.—S. 

3 Ma*0*xov aixjuimwi* Menelaus is fo called in the 17th book of the Iliad, ver. 5 8 8 . Athenaeus is 
very angry with Plato for receiving this character of Menelaus as true ; and for not confidering 
that Homer puts it into the mouth of Apollo, a partial friend to the Trojans, and of confequence 
enemy to Menelaus. He, therefore, ftands up very ftoutly againft Apollo and Plato, to prove,by 
many inftances in Homer, that Menelaus was no coward. But in reality he only proves himfelf fo 
inveterate an enemy to Plato, as, for the fake of abufing him, to mifinterpret Homer; who, by the 
word [xa^ctkov, meant no more in that paflage than, as the old fcholiaft rightly explains it, <mi /*e-
vov m iTxuiy aafow\ and juft fo much Athenaeus himfelf confefles true of Menelaus, that he was 
T»J pcofiv HxTafoeo-Tspos, fomewhat deficient in ftrength. Thus much may ferve to vindicate Plato 
in this place againft Athenaeus. But a better critic than Athenaeus, unlefs he were well verfed 
in Plato's peculiar manner of writing, would, with more fhow of juftice, reprehend him here for 
the feemingly cold and infipid length of this digreflion about the proverb. And, indeed, were this 
part merely a digreflion, the criticifm would in reality be juft. But Plato intended it for a part 

highly 
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Menelaus to the banquet uninvited *, a meaner man to the banquet of his 
betters.—Perhaps I too, replied Ariflodemus, on hearing this, (hall incur 
the imputation of a conduct, not, Socrates, fuch a one as you have fuppofed, 
but like that in Homer, if I go to the banquet of a man of great abilities, 
without being intitled to it either by merit or invitation. Will you, there
fore, if you lead me thither, make an apology for fo doing ? for, as to my
felf, I (hall not confefs my coming without invitation, but mall plead that 
I was invited by you.—Well, fays Socrates, 

a With focial fteps, companions of the way, 

as we walk along, we will confult together what fpeech to make. But 
come, let us be going.—After this little talk together, he faid, on they went. 
But in the way, Socrates mufing, and attentive to fomething in his own 
mind, was outwalked by him ; and, obferving him to flop, bid him walk on. 
When he was come to Agatho's houfe, the door of which was open, an in
cident, he faid, happened, which put him into fome confufion. For a fer
vant, who was coming out, meeting him there upon the fpot, led him di
rectly to the banquet-room, where he found the company juft going to 
fupper. Immediately Agatho, on feeing him enter the room, faid,—Arifto-

highly important to his dialogue ; to guard it againft; the mifconftruclion to which it might be 
liab'e from men of fevere, four, and malignant tempers; to fignify, that not all people were 
worthy, or properly qualified, to partake as it were of the banquet he had provided ; and to point 
out, for whom it was particularly improper to be prefent, r o t / j paKQaxous, molles, the voluptuous, or 
men of effeminate minds and manners: in which fenfe the word (juth&otKOi is often taken. See par
ticularly Xenophon in Mem. 1. iii. c. 11. § 1 0 . where it is applied to libidinous love, and oppofed 
to that which i n f p i r e 3 the fentiments of friendfhip. Homer, it is true, had a different meaning, 
fuch as we have before explained; and Plato ufes a kind of catachrefis in adapting this paflage to 
his purpofe. But it was fuflicient for him, if any way it was applicable. Some pafTage or other in 
Homer was here to be introduced, and the reader's mind to be detained on it for fome time. For 
this obfervation will be found to hold true throughout all Plato's writings, that, whenever he cites 
a verfe out of any poet, efpecially out of Homer, he does it not, like writers of a lower clafs, 
to embellilh the plainncfs of profe with fine tags of poetry ; but his view is always either to ftrike 
the mind of his reader more forcibly in the conveying fome important meaning, and to make it 
fink the deeper in his memory; or elfe to prepare him for fomething of importance which is to 
follow, by ufhering it in with the folemnity of verfe, and, what in thofe days was of much weight, 
the authority of the poet.—S. 

I See Homer's Iliad, b. ii. ver. 408. a Iliad, b. x. ver. 224. 

demus, 
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demus,. you are come very opportunely to (up with us. But if any other pur
pofe brings you hither, defer it to another time. I was looking about for you 
in the temple yeflerday, with intention to defire your company, and could not 
fee you. But how came you not to bring us Socrates wilh you ? Upon 
which I looked back, faid he, but could no where fee Socrates following me, 
as I had imagined. However, I declared I came along with Socrates, upon 
his invitation hither to fupper.—You did well, faid Agatho; but where is 
he then himfelf?—He was following me in but juft now, faid 1 ; and for my 
part, I wonder where he can be.—Boy, laid Agatho to one of his fervants, 
will you go and fee if you can find Socrates, and conduct: him in ?—Then, 
turning to me, Do you, Ariffodemus, faid he, take your place next to 
Eryximachus. And immediately he ordered a fervant to come and wafh 
my feet clean *, that I might take my place upou the couch *. Jufl then the 

boy 
* Thus in the original: Km s/xt tfvt aTrovifav rot <rrai$a> hat *rot» nxrtateotro. The remarkable 

enallage, or tranfition here, in fpeaking of himfelf, from the firft perfon to the third, is no unufual 
thing in Plato; but is too bold, and would be a folecifm in Englifh. For, tranflated as literally 
as poflible, the fentence runs in this manner: " Immediately he bid the [proper] fervant to wafh 
off [the dirt") from me, that [fays he] he may lie down fomewhere." The words included 
within hooks, we have added to complete the fenfe. The firft part of the fentence, we fee, is 
merely narrative, and the latter part reprefents Agatho fpeaking. But the word t<pn, having been 
ufed juft before, though in a different fenfe, is here omitted, probably to avoid a repetition of it. 
Harry Stephens, not aware of this tranfition, has raifed doubts about the right reading of this 
paflage •, and has endeavoured, without any neceffity, to amend it, by altering Haraxiotro into 
Moraxsotftw, The fame learned printer and editor has, in a paflage of the Euthyphro, where 
there is a like tranfition, propofed altering the text in the fame manner, from want of obfeiving 
this peculiarity in Plato's ftyle, as Dr. Forfter has judicioufly remarked in his notes on thofe five 
dialogues, publifhed by him, pag. 3 2 8 . — S . 

* In that polite age, luxury and too great a delicacy and foftnefs of manners had fo far pre* 
vailed even amongft the brave Grecians, that when they made their evening meal, or fupper, 
which was with them the principal meal of the day, as dinner is with us, they ufed not to fit on 
chairs, ftools, or benches, at the table, like the modern Europeans j nor to fit or lie upon mats or 
carpets laid over the floor, like fome of the Eaftern nations; but their cuftom was to recline 
themfeves on fofas, couches, or day-beds; the heads of which being placed at the fides of the 
table, an oblong fquare, were covered with cufhions ; and on thefe they leaned their elbows. It 
was neceflary, therefore, that Ariftodemus fhould have his dirty feet wafhed before he was fit 
to lie on one of thofe fofas. This little incident feems thrown in by Plato, to confirm the account 
before given of the manners of Ariftodemue, and to exhibit them in a ftronger light, as oppofire in 
this particular to thofe of Socrates, about whom we fee no fuch ceremony ufed, becaufe unnecefTary. 

Different 
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boy who had been fent out returned, and told us, that Socrates had with

drawn himfelf into the porch of fome neighbouring houfe, and was there 

ftanding; and when I called to him, faid the boy, he refufed to come .— 

Abfurd ! faid Agatho : go and call him again ; and do not leave him in that 

manner.—But Ariflodemus told me, that he himfelf oppofed it, and defired 

that Socrates might be let alone, for that it was ufual with him fo to do. As 

he goes along he will fometimes flop, faid he, without regarding where, and 

ftand frill a while. I make no doubt but he will be here prefently. Let me 

entreat yon, therefore, not to difturb him, but leave him at quiet .—Be it fo 

then, if you think it beft, faid Agatho ; but let the reft of us, however, pro* 

teed to fupper.—Then, turning to his fervants, Boys, faid he, ferve us up 

fomething or other; it is left to you what, for there is nobody to give you 

any particular directions : you know it is not my way on thefe occafions.— 

You are now to fuppofe me and thefe gentlemen, my friends here, invited 

by you to fupper: entertain us handfomely, therefore, that you may have 

our commendations.—Immediately upon this, he faid, they went to fupper; 

but Socrates was ft ill miffing. Agatho therefore, would every now and 

then 

Different from either of thefe is the cafe of Alcibi-ules, further on in the dialogue. For, as he 
comes in drunk and dirty, in the midfl: of his rakehelly rambles about the town, flippers are or
dered to be brought him, and not his feet to be wafhed, as he wore fhoes. So minute is Plato in 
his detail of every circumflance that may contribute to throw light on the characters of thofe per
fons he introduces. Whatever weight there is in this obfervation, be it great or little, fo much 
of importance is there in the blunder committed by all the Latin tranflators, and by the Italian 
after them, in making Agatho order water to wafh the hands of Ariftodemus inftead of his feet: 
and in the fame degree is praife due to the judgment and accuracy of Monf. Racine, who, in his 
tranflation of this dialogue into French, corrects this error •, and though he might juftly be fup
pofed prejudiced in favour of wafhing the hands before meals, after the modern French fafhion-, 
as well as the antient Grecian, yet explains rightly the orders of Agatho; as being fenfible, no 
doubt, that wafhing the feet of Ariftodemus, not his hands, was a proper preparative for his lay
ing up his legs on the fofa. But he omits this reafon of Agatho's for giving thofe orders, though 
exprefsly mentioned by Plato; probably becaufe he was at a lofs how to tranftate the words, being 
puzzled by the doubts raifed about them by Stephens, as mentioned in the preceding note.—S. 

1 There is none of Plato's dialogues in which Socrates is uihered in with fo much ceremony 
as in this. In the firft place, that recital of the converfation paffed between Apollodorus and 
Glauco, with which the piece fets out, feems introduced only for the fake of giving the reader a 
high opinion of the character of Socrates. To this purpofe tend the reflections made by Apollo
dorus upon the fingular wifdom of his mafter. To the fame end is direded his account of the 

alteration 
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then be giving orders to his people to call Socrates in ; but I, faid he, con-
ftantly oppofed it. At length Socrates, having flaid away, as ufual,,not very 
long, entered ; about the time, at furtheft, when fupper was half over. 
Agatho then, who lay on the couch at the lower end of the table, alone, 
faid, Come hither, Socrates, and lay yourfelf down by me ; that, by being 
clofe to you, I may have the benefit of that piece of wifdom *, which you 
made a new acquifition of in the porch. For it is plain that you found it, and 
are in poffeffion ; otherwife you would never have defifted from the purfuit.—• 
Socrates then, fitting down on the couch, faid, It would be well, Agatho, 
if wifdom were a thing of fuch a nature, as to pafs from thofe who abound 
with it into fuch as want it, when they fit clofe to one another, and are in 
contacl; like water running through the wool * out of the fuller veffel into 

the 
alteration produced in him by ftudying that wifdom. And for the fame reafon is mention made 
of the many admirers of that truly admirable man. But all thefe circumftances are made to appear 
fimple and artlefs, the more irrefiftibly to operate their intended efTe£l upon the reader's mind. 
The fhort converfation which follows, between Apollodorus and his friend, carries on the fame 
intention; but goes greater lengths of praife in the character there given of Socrates. Then 
comes a narration of fome little circumftances, immediately previous to the celebrated banquet, 
ferving to prejudice the reader's mind with an idea of the excellence of the company aflembled at 
Agatho's: of this kind is the extraordinary care which Socrates we fee has taken of his perfon 
and drefs, as a proper mark of refpecl to that aflembly ; and another of the fame kind is the 
argument which he politely urges to Ariftodemus, when he is perfuading him to be of the party. 
The circumftances fubfequent, the profound meditation of Socrates in his way to Agatho's, his 
ftealing afide immediately on his coming there, plainly with defign to finifli his fpeculations, his 
fraying away till fupper was half over, and, during that flay, the converfation turning on Socrates, 
as the principal perfon wanting, together with the impatience of Agatho at his ablence, are all 
contrived on purpofe to raife the expectation of that great figure Socrates is foon to make, and of 
that high part he is to bear in a converfation where all the fpeakers fhine in their feveral charac
ters, upon the fineft and moft interefting fu'bjecl in human life.—S. 

1 In the Greek l <roi vpo<reo-rn- Perhaps it (hould be wpocrtTiQt}. Whether Cornarius found it 
fo written in the Heflenftein manufcript, he has not told us; but he here translates, as if he had, 
qua tibi accejftt.—S. 

2 Atcc TOW tpiov. It is poflible this may mean a woollen bag, made in the manner of our flannel 
jelly-bags, to ftrain and purify the liquor running through. Or perhaps it means a firing of 
wool lightly twilled, fattened at one end about the mouth of the cock, in a ewer, or other veflel 
out of which the water is to run, and hanging down into fome bafon, or other receptacle; that 
the water, as it runs along, may leave behind it in the nnppinefs of the wool any dirt or impure 
particles wiih which it may be loaded. This Utter conjecture is made the more probable by the 

information 
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the emptier. If this quality attend wifdom, I (hall fet a high value npori 
partaking of your couch : for I fhall expect to have Wifdom flow into me from 
you in great quantity, and of a kind which appears the faireft. As for the 
little which I have, it muft be mean and trivial*, doubtful and queftionable, 
feeming but a dream \ But the wifdom3 you are mafter of is fplendid, and 
promifes a future great indreafe of brightnefs, having already in the morn
ing of your age fhone out with fo much glory; as more than thirty thou
fand Grecians, before whom it appeared4 the other day, can witnefs.—You 
are a joker, Socrates, faid Agatho. But this controverfy between us about 
our wifdoms fhall be tried by and by, and Bacchus fhall decide the caufe. At 
prefent, turn your thoughts to the table.—Upon this", he told me, Socrates 

information we have from a certain friend, a man of credit and veracity, that in fome part? of 
Wihfhirc the like method is practifed of purifying water, by letting it run down in the manned 
we have defcribed, along twitted wool, which they there call accordingly the twijl. Cornarius 
fays in his Eclogae, that he cannot conceive what wool could have to do in the affair; and there
fore he fuppofes, that inftead of the word tptou (hould be read opyxvov, meaning, he fays, a conduit-
pipe to convey water out of one ciftern, when full, into another. But by this alteration of the' 
word a very humorous part of the fimilitude is loft j that which reprefents wifdom dreaming out 
of one man into another, as it were, by a ftrong tranfpiration, through their woollen or cloth 
garments being in contact together.—S. 

* See the Greater Hippias. 
* Socrates taught that outward things, the objects of fenfe,- were the images only of thofe 

general ideas which are the objects of mind or intellect; though, like images in dreams, they 
fcemed the very things themfelves. The fophifts of his time, on the other hand, agreed with 
the multitude in maintaining that objects of fenfe were the only realities, and that thofe ideal 
things which Socrates cried up for real and true were at beft but Ihadows, outlines, or faint 
images of the former. So that each feemed to the other to be as it were in a dream, raking the 
image for the fubftance. Accordingly, it was queftioned between them, who Was tHe dreamer, 
and who had the perception of a man whofe mind was truly awake* See a paflage to this pur
pofe in the Theaetetus. See alfo the fifth book of the Republic.—S. 

a Plato has in his writings ufed the word wifdom ** in two very different general ftmfes : the 
one was the philofophical fenfe of it, as it fignified the knowledge of nature, and of theprincip.es 
of things, the' ffciefice of mind, or fcience univerfal j the other was the vulgar onej the Word 
being at that time commonly ufed, as it is in this place* to fignify excellence in evtry particular 
fcience or art, any knowledge or ikill beyond vulgar attainment. See the former part of Plato's 
Theages, and Ariftotle's Nicomach'ean Ethics, 1. vi. c 7. After this obfervation made, it w»U 
every where be eafy to determine, which meaning is intended.—S. 

* Thofe who were fpectators at the acting of his tragedy. 
VOL. in. 3 M reclined 
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reclined, himfelf, and made his fupper. After he and the reft of them had 
done, performed their libations, fung the praifes of the God, and gone 
through the other ufual ceremonies, they were beginning to fit-in to drink
ing ; when Paufanias, he faid, opened the converfation thus :—Well,.gentle
men, faid he, what method fhall we take to find moft pleafure in ouj* 
bottles to-night ? For my own part, 1 confefs to you that laft night's de
bauch tits very heavy upon me, and I want a little refpjte. I imagine too 
that many more of us are in the fame condition, fuch as were here at the 
entertainment yefterday. Confider, therefore, what way is the beft to make 
drinking agreeable and eafy to us.—Ariftophanes then faid, It is a good 
propofal of yours, Paufanias, in my opinion, this, that we fhould by all 
means procure ourfelves an eafy drinking-bout. For I am one of thofe who 
were well foaked yefterday.—Upon hearing this, Eryximachus the fon of 
Acumenus faid, Both of you fay well. But I fhould be glad to be informed 
about one other perfon, and that is Agatho; in what condition of ftrength 
he finds himfelf with regard to drinking.—I am by no means very ftrong at 
prefent myfelf neither, faid Agatho.—It is lucky for us, faid Eryximachus, 
for me, and Ariftodemus, and Phaedrus, and the reft of us here, if you fail 
and are difabled, you ftout men at the bottle. For we are at all times weak 
in that refpect. Socrates, indeed, I except; for he is equally well qualified 
to drink, or to let it alone. So that he will be fatisfied, and ready to comply, 
whichever courfe we take. Since none of the company, therefore, feem in
clined to drink hard, I may be the lefs difpleafing, perhaps, if I fpeak the 
truth about this matter in plain terms. For I have been convinced myfelf, 
from the experience,acquired in our profeffion, that hard drinking is ufually 
attended with ill confequences. For which reafon, I fhould neither choofe 
to venture far in drinking myfelf, nor advife it to any other>perfbh, efpecially 
when oppreffed with the load of the laft night's debauch.—As for me, faid 
Phaedrus, r addrefling himfelf to Eryximachus, I am accuftomed "to hearken 
to your advice in every thing, efpecially in what relates to your, own pro
feffion : but now I find all the reft of the company are in the fame comply
ing difpofition.—-This they all affented to, and agreed not to make the pre
fent meeting a debauch ; but to drink, every man, juft as much as might be 
agreeable to him.—This point then being determined, faid Eryximachus, 
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that we are to drink at our own pleafure, and that no compulfion Is to be 
ufed; the next thing I have to offer is this, that the piper-gir l 1 , who has 

1 It was cuftomary with the antients, at or after their feafts and banquets, to entertain their 
minds, without the laborious exercife of thinking, through thofe nobler fenfes which have a near 
affinity with the mind ; regaling their ears with vocal and inftrumental mufic, and their eyes with 
fpectacles either beautiful or wonderful. The performers, therefore, and exhibiters in thefe 
feveral ways ufed to attend on thefe occafions. Accordingly in the banquet of Xenophon one 
of each kind is introduced ; and after they have all performed their parts the converfation 
begin?.—Plato has been accufed of want of elegance and politenefs in not taking the fame method 
in his banquet, but difmifling the female mufician fo roughly. Thofe who make this objection 
feem not to difcem the difference between the banquets defcribed by thefe two excellent writers; 
nor to be fenfible that they framed thefe, as well as other of their works,' on different plans, though 
on the fame fubjeds. The guefts at the entertainment given by Callias, and defcribed by Xeno
phon, were a mixed company, compofed partly of Autolycus and his friends, who either them
felves excelled in bodily exercifes, or admired moft the excellencies of that kind in others; and 
partly of Socrates and his friends, whofe abilities and excellencies lay rather another way, in the 
exercifes of the mind. Such a promifcuous affembly it was proper to entertain in the ufual man
ner. But the guefts .of Agatho were a felect party, who had all a high relifh for the rational 
pleafures of converfation, good fenfe, wit and humour; and every one of whom probably ex
pected the enjoyment of thofe pleafurc9 only that evening, and to be able afterward to lay to 
each other, like our poet Cowley to his friend Harvey, 

We fpent it not in toys, in luft, or wine, 
But fearch of deep philofophy, 
Wit, eloquence, and poetry, 

Arts which I loved, for they, my friend, were thine. 

It feems alfo as if Agatho had affembled them for that very purpofe; for he had the day before 
made his grand feaft,(as it wasthecuftom to do after a thankfgiving facrifice,) to which hot only his 
friends and intimates, but a crowd of acquaintance, all fuch as were known to him, had been in
vited ; and where, as it appears, they had drunk hard, and confequently converfed little. Further; 
at Callias^s entertainment, in order to furnifti matter for fome little taik, a propofal was made, 
that each of the company {hould declare, on what he mbft valued himfelf, and'why. ' This gave 
occafion to much pleafantry, to many ingenious and fhrewd fayings and repartees, on "various fub-
jects, in few words: after which, Socrates alone'made a'difcouffe/of no'cb'nffderabfe length, on 
the fubject of Love ; to give time for fome fhort preparations, maBng without, for playing an in
terlude of Bacchus and Ariadne. The whole is fhdrt, and'ends •eaVly enbugh for fome of the com
pany to take their accuftomed evening walk. But the converfation at Agatho's had an air of 
folemnity and formality ; as it confifted of oratorical'fpeeches ort one fubject, but fo ample and 
diverfified in matter, fo prolix, and protracted to fo late an hour of the night,- that a variety of 
other entertainments of a-different kind would have been incbnfiftent, unne'eeffary, improper and 
abfurd.—S. 

3 M 2 j u f t 
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juft entered the room, may be difmiffed, to pipe to herfelf, or, if (he pleafes, 
fo the women in the inner rooms; and that we enjoy one another this 
evening in the way of converfation. The manner and the fubjecl, I am 
feady, if you permit me, to propofe.—To this they all unanimoufly gave 
confent, and defired him to propofe accordingly.—Eryximachus then faid, 
I fhall begin my propofal after the manner of Euripides in his prologue 
tp the Melanippe, for 

T h e tale I have to tell is not my o w n 1 j 

1 have it from Phaedrus here. For Phaedrus is continually faying to me, 
yrith an air of indignation, Is it not aftonifiSing, fays h$, Eryximachus* 

that 
8 The old Grecian tragedies were. .dramatic reprefentations, each, of fome (ingle event* 

uncommon and important, chiefly fuch as had happened long before, and made a part of theiv 
fabulous or antient ftory; the whole of which, not being then recorded in any writings, but handod 
down through oral tradition, was fiubjeA to much variety in the telling. This not only pei* 
mitted the tragic poets great latitude in the choice of their fables, or fabulous, ftories, to repr*. 
fent; but allowed room alfo for much invention of their own; efpecially> with regard to circuits 
fiances, both of things and perfons, and what had happened previous to thofe fignal want* 
celebrated in their tragedies. Of thefe circumftances, and thefe prior accidents, which the poet 
made the foundation of his fable, it was necefTary to inform the audience ; becaufe they might 
poflibly have heard thofe ftories related with different circumftances; and muft certainly have 
been ignorant of fuch as were ignota ittdifiaque, or of the poet's own invention. This was the 
rife of prologues 5 in which the audience had the necefTary information given them. The pro
logue was fpoken now and then in the perfpn of fom* deity, the fecret caufe or leader of thq-
great event going, to be rcflrcfented, but more frequently in- the dramatic character of one of 
the actors in the drama; in either of which cafes the prologue made a part of: the play itfelf. 
Sometimes the player fpoke it in. his own proper character of player,, according to the modern-
cuftom: and very, rarely^ the author fpoke it himfelf, appearing openly and profefledly as authorj, 
qr the player, appearing for, him, as hi* representative. An inftance of this kind is the cafe here 
cited by Plato: and the reafon why, Euripides chofe fuch a prologue to his Melanippe probably; 
was this. He had given, adeems, great, oftewe to the ladies in that age, by drawing fo many of 
his female characters, bad, an^t mafcng their, infamous actions fo frequently the fubject of his 
plays. But none of his qhaxa&ers, e w p t , that of Phaedra, were likely to be thought more 
injurious to the fe*: than this of, Melanippe. And in fact fo it proved; for we learn from Arifto-
phanes in Qto-pwpop. that Euripides incurred the difpleafure of the fair by no plays more than by 
thefe two. When his Melanippe, therefore, wa£ to. be brought upon the ftage, his bufinefs was 
tq ward off this blow, as well as he waft able, by an apology beforehand. Accordingly, as in his 
prologue to the Hippolytus, he had artfully made Venus take upon herfelf the whole blame of 

Phaedra's 
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that the poets have made hymns and odes in honour of fome other of the 
Deities; and yet not one poet, amongft fo many in every age, has ever 
compofed a panegyric upon Love; but the praifes of a God fo powerful, and 
of fo excellent a nature, to this day remain unfung ? The fame complaint 
I have to make againft the fophifts: the beft of whom, as you will find, 
have, in their profaic compoiitions, made encomiums on Hercules, and 
other great and illuftrious perfons ; as the celebrated Prodicus x has done, 
for inftance. This, however, is not greatly to be wondered at. But I 
have lately met with a treatife, written by one of thofe wife men, contain
ing a high panegyric upon fait on account of its utility And many 

other 

Phaedra's unhappy conduct, fo in his prologue to the Melanrppe, as appears by the line here 
quoted, (for the prologue and the play are both loft,) he humoroufly excufes and exculpates him
felf, by declaring, with an air of fimplicity, that the plot of the play was ready made to his hands, 
and that he had no finger in i t ; from whence it was to be concluded, that if Melanippe was a bad 
woman, he could not help it. The verfe of Euripides feems to have been this, , 

E/uof yap OVH b pvQofy ov /AfXXu Xrytir.. 

Or, if the yctp be added by Plato, to weave it into his own ftyle, the verfe probably was this, 

'O/AV&JJ oux epog r<rriv, ov /KEXAA) Xsysiy. 

The intended application of this paflage out ©f the poet is<as fol lowsEryximachus, being of a 
grave profeflidn, thought it incumbent on a man of his character to apologize in the fame way 
for introducing fuch a propofal as this,—that Love (hould be >the fubject of difcourfe that evening ; 
a propofal. which would feem much more decent to be made by the youthful and handfome 
Phaedrus; to whom, therefore, he is pleafed to attribute it. That is, in fine, Plato himfelf with 
infinite addrefsj as ufual, apologizes in this manner for making Love the fubject of his dialogue* 
For, as he always exhibits his fubject in every light which it can poffibly be viewed in, and 
thoroughly fifts the nature of it, he could not avoid introducing here, amongft the reft of the 
fpeeches, thofe which feemed the moft exceptionable. At the fame time, alfo, by beginning like 
one of the prologues of Euripides, and with a verfe taken from thence, he fignifies (to fuch as 
are acquainted with his manner) his intention, that this firft fpeech of Eryximachus (hould be, or 
be taken for, the prologue to the following dramatic entertainment.—S. 

* Plato here means the diflertation of Prodicus, intitled 'ftfai, fo often exhibited, and fo much 
admired; as we learn from Philoftratus in his Lives of the Sophifts, and from Xenophon in his Me
moirs of Socrates. The allegorical ftory, or fable, of the judgment of Hercules, related in that difler
tation, is recorded by the laft-mentioned excellent writer, though, as he tells us himfelf, not in 
the pompous words of the original author, but in his own fimplicity of ftyle, much more elegant. 
Concerning Prodicus, fee notes to the Greater Hippias.—S. 

* T h e Greek of this paflage runs t h u s , — U U nwav aXt;, tveuvov Saujtaauv tx,ovrt§ vpos 
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Qthef things of as little worth you may fee fet off with great encomiums *. 
That fo much pains mould be beflowed upon fubjecls fo mean, and yet that 
no man fhould ever to this day have undertaken to give Love his due praifes, 
but that fo great a God has been neglected to fuch a degree, is it not afto-
ni thing ? Now Phaedrus, in all this, which I have repeated from his mouth, 
feems to me to plead well. I fhould be glad, therefore, to have him gra
tified, and to contribute my fhare to his gratification. Befides that I think 
it highly becoming this affembly to decorate with all poflible honours the 
Deity of Love. If all of you then are of the fame opinion with me, we may 
fpend our time agreeably enough to-night in difcourfing. For my propofal 
is, that every man of us fhould deliver an oration in praife of Love*, as 
proper and handfome a one as he is able, the right hand way down ; and 
that Phaedrus fhould take the lead, as he is at the upper end, and is, befides, 
the father and founder of the'argument.—You may be affured, Eryxima-

utpaeiav. In tranflating which words into Engliih, we have thought it moft advifable to follow 
all the tranflators before us into other languages, juft as they feem to have followed one another, 
down from Ficinus; not becaufe we approve their interpretation, for the Greek words will by no 
means bear fuch a one; but becaufe we are at a lofs for the true meaning, ourfelves; the text in 
this place being apparently fo much corrupted, as to require an abler critic than we deem ourfelves 
to be, for the amendment of it.—S. 

1 Erafmus, in a long lift, enumerates many fuch, fome as antient as the time when Plato lived; 
which he cites as precedents, in the fame manner, and for the fame reafon, that Plato fpeaks of 
fome fuch here j that is, to introduce with the better grace, or perhaps to apologize for, a diiTer-
tation of his own of the like kind, A Panegyric on Folly : as may be feen in tha.t incomparable 
piece of humour, near the beginning, and in his Epiftle to Sir Thomas More prefixed to it.—S. 

* I c T T f o v , o n %avra li Ex**iV£f, a $uva/juv ex,ovra iupuv, ovu avtv c7no~rarias $£<ur mv dwapuv auruv tvtpyttv 

tvopufyv hi h ovofAari ro re T«V $uvaixiv lyov x a i rov tTTio-rarouvra rovru $ e o v uvofxa^ov. " It is proper to 
know that the Greeks held an opinion, that every thing in nature, in which they faw any 
power (force, or virtue) inherent, exercifed not its power without the fuperintendence of the 
*Gods: and alfo, that they called by one and the fame name that thing which had the power and 
that Deity who prefided over it." This fentence, with which Mofcopulus begins his commentary 
on Hefiod, will ferve very properly inftead of a preliminary note to all the following fpeeches 
concerning Love.—S. 

Jt will be necefTary to add in explanation of the above fentence from Mofcopulus, that, as 
according to the Grecian theologifts every Deity is the leader of a feries which pofTeiTes his cha-
ra&eriftic properties, in confequence of originating from him, and which extends to the la,ft of 
things, every link of this feries (the golden chain of Homer) was very properly denominated by 
ihem after the fame manner as its monad, or leader. This obfervation, when properly underftood, 
| s , as I have obferved in my Notes on Paufanias, the true key to antient mythology.—T. 
14 chus, 
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THE SPEECH OF PH^2DRUS. 

That Love was powerful3, and wonderfully great, both on earth and amongft 
the Gods: that fuperior dignity belonged to him on many accounts, but 
efpecially with regard to his generation.—For to be one of the eldeft of the 
Gods, faid he, is a circumftance redounding highly to his honour. And that 
he enjoys this advantage, appears in that he had no parents 3 ; and that never 
any writer, whether uninfpircd or poet, pretended that he had. But Hefiod 
% s > Chaos 

1 From the conclufion of the fpeech, hereafter fpoken by Socrates, it will appear what his 
meaning is in this place.—S. 

2 The beginning of Phaedrus's fpeech is not recited in the very words of it, but is related in the 
way of narration; by which means the tranfition from the narrative ftyle to the oratorical, and 
from the preceding narration to the firft formal fpeech, is made the more gentle, eafy, and ele
gant.—S. 

« Love confidered according to his higheft fubfiftence, i. e. as fubfifting at the extremity of the 
intelligible triad, has not indeed Venus for his mother, becaufe this Goddefs firft fubfifts in the 
fupermundane which is fubordinate to the intelligible order, as will be fhown in our Njtes on 

6 the 

chus, faid Socrates, that none of us will put a negative on your propofal. 
For by no means ever fhould I, who pretend not to the knowledge of any 
other matters than thofe which belong to Love 1 : neither would Agatho, nor 
Paufanias: no more will Ariftophanes, without difpute; for his whole 
time is taken up about Bacchus and Venus: nor indeed will any other 
perfon whom I fee prefent. We indeed, who fit loweft, and are to fpeak 
laft, fhall have the difadvantage. However, if the prior fpeakers fpeak well 
and fully to the point, we fhall defire nothing more. Let Phaedrus then, 
with our beft wifhes to attend him, begin, and make his panegyric upon 
Love.—To this all the reft of the company confented, and joined with 
Socrates in the encouraging Pbsedrus to begin. Now what was faid by-
each of the feveral fpeakers Ariftodemus did not perfectly remember ; 
neither can I, indeed, all that he told me : but the fpeeches of thofe whom 
I looked on as the moft confiderable perfons, and every thing which I thought 
moft worth remembering, I will endeavour to relate to you diftincldy. 

He told me then, that Phaedrus, in compliance with the requeft made: 
him, fpoke firft; and began fomewhat in this way, with faying—. 
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Chaos was firft produced $ Earth rofe the next, 
Wide-bofom'd, a fix»d feat fecure to all 
For ever yielding j and with her rofe Love. 

Here the poet tells us, that next after Chaos were born thefe two, Earth and 
Love. Parmenides relates the generation thus, 

Firft from th' eternal council forth came Love, 
Firft of the Gods. 

Acuiilaus fays the fame thing with Hefiod. On fb many different hands1 is 
it agreed, that Love is among the moft antient of the Gods. And as he is 
thus of higheft antiquity in the nature of things, fo is he the caufe of the 
greateft good to human kind. For to young perfons, at their firft fetting 
out 111 life, 1 know 110 greater good than love; to the party beloved, if fhe 
has a worthy lover; or to the1 lover himfelf, if his miftrefs be worthy: 
becaufe that, which fhould be our leading principle in order to right conduct 
in every circumftance of life, confanguinity has not the power to excite iu 
us, neither have honours, nor riches, nor aught elfe, £b effectually as love. 
The principle I mean is the fenfe of fhame attending a bafe conduct, to
gether with a fenfe of honour in the doing what is honourable. For, with
out fuch a principle, no civil community nor private perfon can execute 
any thing great or noble. In confirmation of this, I take upon me to affert 
that if a man in love be found committing a bafe action, or fuffering bafe 
ufage from any, through cowardice, or without taking his revenge, he is not 
in fo much pain at being feen by his father, by his intimates, or by any 

the Cratylus; but he derives his fubfiftence from the firft and fecond monads of the intelligible 
triad, and prior to thefe from the ineffable principle of all things. For a full account of Love fee 
the notes on the fpeech of Socrates.—-T. 

* This expreflion may feem ftrange, when only three writers have been cited. But each of 
them, on account of his excellence, ftands as at the head of a numerous tribe; and may, there
fore, juftly be fuppofed, and taken for, the reprefentative of that tribe to which he belongs. 
Hefiod is fingled out from amongft all the poets, to be cited, as being the beft of thofe who 
compofed poems Trtpi Stoyoviaf, or concerning the generation of the Gods. His beautiful poem 
on that fubject, from whence the quotation here is made, is ftill extant—Parmenides, a philo
fopher of the Italic feet, wrote in verfe, as did alfo moft of the difciples of the fame fchool 5 but, 
on account of his fuperior reputation, is chofen to reprefent all his brother philosophers who 
taught the principles of things.—And Acufilaus, a writer unfortunately loft, treated of the firft 
or moft remote antiquities, and the genealogies of the Gods and Heroes.—S. 

c other 
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other perfon, as at being feen by his miftrefs. The fame effect we fee it 
has upon the party beloved, to be more afhamed of her lover's fight than of 
the eyes of the whole world, if fhe be difcovered doing aught difhonourable. 
If, therefore, there could be any contrivance to have a city or an army com
pofed of lovers and their beloved, the intereft of the whole could not be pro
moted by any better way than this ; in which every individual would have a 
care not to behave bafely, and a zeal to behave nobly, excited by a defire to 
gain the go'od opinion of fome other. Such a people fighting fide by fide in 
battle, a handful of them would conquer, I could almoft fay, the world. 
For a lover deferting his rank, or throwing down his arms, would lefs 
endure to be feen by his beloved than by all mankind. Rather than bear 
this, he would choofe to die a thoufand deaths: fo would he, rather than 
forfake the defence of his beloved *, or rather than forbear flying to her aid, 
if fhe had fallen into danger. There is not any man fuch a daftard, whom 
Love himfelf would not infpire, and make an enthufiaft in virtue: fo that he 
fhould become equal to a man born with a difpofition the moft excellent. For 
what Homer fays of certain of his heroes, that fome God infpired them 
with a force refiftlefs *, this in reality Love does to lovers ; fuch an effect 
being produced in them by Love alone. And then to die for another, only 
lovers are ready ; not only men, but women too. A fignal inftance of this 
appears in the daughter of Pelias, Alceftis ; who, as the ftory goes among 
the Grecians, undertook to reprieve her hufband's life by her own death, 
when no other mortal could be found, willing to die for him 3 , though he 

had 

1 In the Greek text of this paflage, xai fxnu eyKaraXmw, there is a manifeft omiflion of the very 
material word ri, or fome other equivalent to it, immediately before the word tyxaraXnrEiv.—-S. 

a The paflage particularly alluded to, E{J.7TVEU(TE ixzvos, is in the twentieth book of the Iliad, 
ver. n o . But expreflions of the fame import occur in many other places of Homer, fuch as bxe 
{/.zvoSy copers jCtEvoj, &c—S. 

3 The thought in this fentence is evidently taken from the Alceftis of Euripides; in the pro
logue to which are thefe lines, 

Tlavrai 3"' EteyZac xai $IE%E7\QUV (pihov;, 
Ylarspa, ytpaiav & >» <x<p* ETIKTE priTEpa, 
Ovx £up£ vrbw yvvaixog, hrii n 0 f * e 

® a v u v TTpO XitVOU——— 

VOL. I I I . 

He try'd his friends all round, their love profeft 
3 N Proving 



45d T t f E B A N f t U E T . 

had both a father and a mother then living. But Love wrought in her 
heart an affeclion for him fo far furpaffing theirs, that fhe proved them to 
be, in comparifon.with herfelf, ftrangers to his blood, and in name only his 
relations. When, therefore, fhe had executed her undertaking, the Gods 
themfelves, as well as men, deemed the achievement fo fingularly noble, 
that out of many perfons, eminent for many virtues, fhe was added to the 
number of thofe felecl few diftinguimed by being reftored to life again after 
death as a reward for their diftinguimed excellence : for to her alfo was 
her departed foul fent back again by the Gods, admiring at the heroic 
greatnefs of her refolution. So much do they encourage us to make love 
our care, by beftowing fuperior honours on all fuch as exercife upon that 
fubjecl in particular fuperior virtue, But Orpheus the fon of Oeager the 
Gods difmifTed from thofe invifible regions, without granting him to fucceed 
in the purpofe of his journey thither ; (bowing him only the phantom of 
his wife, but not reftoring to him the reality: for that he appeared effemi
nate and cowardly, fuitable to his profeffion, that of a mere fidler; not 
daring to die for the fake of love, like Alceftis; but contriving actually to 
go alive to the other world. For this did the Gods affign him an adequate 
punifhment, ordaining his death to be by women. In a very different way 
difpofed they of Achilles, the fon of Thetis, in fending him to the iflands 
of the bleft: becaufe, though he had heard from the goddefs his mother *, 
that he muft foon die himfelf after he had flain HecW—but that, if he flew 
not He&or, he fhould return home and live to a good old age,—he dared to 
make death his choice; not only hazarding his life in aid of his friend Patroclus, 
as ready to die that he might fave him, but afterwards avenging his death 
at the expence of his own life, as refolute not to furvive him. This exalted 

Proving how real j his father who begat, 
His mother fond who bore him ; yet found none, 
None but the faithful partner of his bed. 
Content to die, his dearer life to fave. 

The next fentence alludes to fome paflages in the fcene between Admetus and his father Pheres 
in the fame play: to which we refer fuch of our readers as ftudy oratory, and know the ufeful-
nefs of comparing together paflages in fine writers, where different turns are given to a thought 
fundamentally the fame.—S. 

5 Sec Homer's Iliad, book 18th. 
4 virtue 
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Virtue of his the Gods paid a fmgular regard t o ; and rewarded with their 
choiceft favours the regard which he had fhown to friendfhip, in fetting fo 
high a value on the man who admired and loved him. For -̂ Efchylus talks 
idly, when he fays that Achilles was the admirer of Patroclus; Achilles, 
whofe excellence, though he was but in the dawn of manhood, furpaffed 
not only Patroclus, but all the other Grecian heroes. True it is, that the 
Gods confer fuperior honours on all virtue, to the exercife of which love 
and friendfhip minifter occafion : but they more wonder, more approve, and 
beftow greater rewards, where the perfon admired feels all the force of friend
fhip and affection for the admirer, than where the nobleft offices of friend
fhip are performed by the other party. For the admirer has more of divinity 
in him than the perfon admired, as being full of the God who infpires and 
poffeffes him. For this caufe did the Gods reward Achilles with a higher 
degree of happinefs than they did Alceftis; for to her they gave only a fe
cond life on earth, but to the hero they afTigned his manfion in the iflands of 
the bleft. Thus have I performed my part, in afferting Love to be the eldeft 
in age and of higheft dignity amongft the Gods; and to be in a peculiar 
manner the author of virtue and happinefs to all of human kind, whilft they 
continue in life, and when departed. 

Such, Ariftodemus told me, was the difcourfe made by Phaedrus. After 
Phaedrus, fpoke fome others, whofe fpeeches, he faid, he did not well re
member : omiiiing thefe, therefore, he repeated next that of Paufanias, who 
began t h u s -

THE SPEECH OF PAUSANIAS. 

IN my opinion, Phaedrus, the fubject was not fairly and diftinctly let be
fore us, when it was propofed in general terms, that we fhould make enco
miums upon Love. This, indeed, would have been right, were there but one 
Love, or if Love were but of one kind. But fince the truth is otherwife, the 
better way is to declare firft, which Love it is our prefent bufinefs to praife. 
To put this matter, therefore, on a right footing, I fhall, in the firft place, 
diftinguifh that Love whofe praifes we ought to celebrate ; and then do my 
beft to celebrate them myfelf, in a manner worthy of his Deity. We all 
know that it is the office of Love to attend always upon Venus. If then there 

3 N 2 were 
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were only one Venus, there had been no occafion for more tfian one 
Love. But fince there are two Venuses, there mull: of neceffity be two 
Loves. For it is undeniable ,that two different Goddeffes * there are, each of 
whom is a Venus: one of them elder, who had no mother, and was born 
only from Uranus, or Heaven, her father ; fhe is called the celeftial Venus: 
the other, younger, daughter of Jupiter and Dione ; and to her we give the 
name of the vulgar Venus. Agreeably to this account, it is proper to call 
that Love who attends on the latter Venus by the name of the vulgar Love, 
the other by the name of the celeff ial. All the Gods, indeed, it is our duty 
to honour with our praifes: but we ought to diftinguifh, as well as we are 
able, each by his peculiar attributes ; that we may give to each his due 
praife. For every action or operation is attended with this condition : the 
doing it, confidered fimply in itfelf, is neither bafe nor honourable : as for in-
ftance, every one of the things* we are now doing, drinking, finging, or 
difcourfing, is in itfelf a matter of indifference ; but the manner of doing it 
determines the nature of the thing. Rightly performed, it is right and ho
nourable ; performed in a wrong manner, it is wrong and difhonourable. So 

1 This diftinction between the two Venuses, laid clown by Paufanias as the foundation of his 
argument throughout his fpeech, is not a fanciful one of his own ; but is a part of antient mytho
logy. It is fufHciently confirmed and illuftrated by the following paffage in-Xenophon's Sympo-
fium ; a fentence which he puts into the mouth of Socrates. E« HEV OM pua E<TTIV Afyo3iT*i, ri & T T « J , 

cvpavia rtxai -rravfafAOi, ovx oida' [xai yap Z M J , b avrog tioxcov m a t , woXXaj E7ruvvfA.ia; £%£<•) on ys pinot 
%upii ixaripa fHupoi re tun xai vaoi xai §u<rtat, rri pev vravfafAU pahovpyorepai, ry ovpavia ayvorepai, oiJa. 

tixa<rais av xai rov; fparag mv (JLEV wavJw/xov ruv o-uparuv ETriTTEfiTreiv, mv ovpaviav r*s -^vy^i re xai Trjj 

Qiiiai xai TUV xa^av tpym. " Now, whether in reality there be one Venus only, or whether there be 
two, a celeftial Venus and a vulgar one, I know not: (for Jupiter alfo, whom 1 prefume to be 
but one and the fame being, has many furnames given him:) but this I know, that altars are 
raifed, temples built, and facrifices offered to each of thefe two Venuses diftintlly; to the vulgar 
one, fuch as are common, trivial, and of little worth j to the celeftial one, fuch as are more valu
able, pure, and holy. Agreeably to this, it may be fuppofed of the different Loves, that thofe or* 
the corporeal or fenfual kind are infpired by the vulgar Venus ; but that love of the mind, and 
friendfhip, a delight in fair and comely deeds, and a defire of performing fuch ourfelves, are in
fpired by Venus the celeftial."—S. For a theological account of thefe two Venuses, fee the 
notes on the Cratylus.—T. 

* In the Greek, inftead of o»o», b vuv h/xtif WOIOVPEV, we fuppofe it ought to be read, cicvy wv vuv 
A. tr' For the fentence thus proceeds, rt myEiv, * a&iv, ri 3iaX£yE<r9ai, (in every one of which verb.s 
the article TOV feems to be implied,) GVH ZO-TI TQVTWV avro K«0' amo xaXov ovfcv.—S. 

likewife, 
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likewife, not every Love is generous or noble, or merits high encomiums; 
but that Love only who prompts and impels men to love genefouily and 
nobly. The attendant of the vulgar Venus is a Love truly vulgar, fuffering 
himfelf to be employed in any the meaner! actions : and this Love it is who 
infpires the mean and the worthlefs. Thofe who are the moft addicted to 
this love, are, in the firft place, the leaft difpofed to friendfhip ; in the next 
place, they are more enamoured of the bodies than of the minds of their 
paramours; and befides, they choofe from the objects of their paffion the 
iillieft creatures they can light on : for, confining their views to the gratifi
cation of their paffion by the act of enjoyment, they are regardlefs in what 
manner they gratify it, whether bafely or honourably. Hence it comes, 
that in the purfuit of their loves, and afterwards in the enjoyment, they are 
equally ready for any action which offers itfelf, whether good or bad,, indif
ferently. For the Love who infpires them is born of that younger 
Venus, in whofe generation there is a mixture of the male and the female; 
whence it is that fhe partakes of both. But the other Love is fprung from 
the celeftial Venus ; from her whofe properties are thefe :—in the firft place, 
fhe partakes not of the female, but of the male only; whence fhe is the 
parent of friendfhip: then, fhe is in age the elder, and a ftranger to brutal 
luft ; and hence it happens, that as many as are infpired by this love addict 
themfelves to friendfhip, conceiving an affection for that which by nature is 
of greater ftrength and understanding. Now, whether the man who is under 
the'influence of love feels the genuine impulfe of this generous affection, is 
eafv to difcern. For, if fo, he fixes not his love on any perfon who is not 
arrived at the maturity of her underftanding. But, commencing their loves 
from this date, one may well prefume them duly qualified, both of them, to 
live together throughout life, partners in all things, Nor is the lover likely 
in this cafe to act like one who, after difcovering fome childifh folly in the 
perfon he has chofen, expofes her, and turns her into ridicule, forfeits his 
faith to her and forfakes her, and attaches himfelf to a new miftrefs. To 
prevent this, there ought to be a law, that no man fhould make choice of 
too young a perfon for the partner of his bed ; becaufe, what fo young a per
fon may hereafter prove, whether good or bad, either in mind or body, the 
event is fo uncertain. Men of virtue indeed themfelves to themfelves make 

this 
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this a law: but upon thofe vulgar lovers we mould put a public reftraint of 
this kind-; in the fame manner as we reftrain them, as much as poffible, 
from entering into amorous intrigues with any women above the rank of 
fervitude. For they are of this fort of lovers, they who bring upon their 
miftreffes reproach and fhame; and have given occafion to that verfe of one 
of the poets, in which he has dared to vilify the power of Love, by pro
nouncing, 

*Tis lofs of honour to the fair 
To yield, and grant the lover's prayer. 

But he faid this only with a view to lovers of this kind, from feeing their un
timely hafte and eagernefs, their ingratitude and injuftice. For certainly no 
action governed by the rules of juftice. and of decency can any way merit 
blame. Now, the rules concerning love eftablifhed in other ftates are eafy 
to be underftood, as being plain and fimple ; but our own laws, and thofe of 
Sparta upon this head, are complex and intricate. For in Elis 1 , and amongft 
the Boeotians, and in every other Grecian ftate where the arts of fpeaking 
flourifh not, the law * in fuch places abfolutely makes it honourable to gra
tify the lover ; nor can any perfon there, whether young or old, ftain fuch a 
piece of conduct: with difhonour: the reafon of which law, 1 prefume, is to 
prevent the great trouble they would otherwife have in courting the fair, and 
trying to win them by the arts of oratory, arts in which they have no abili-

1 It is remarkable that Xenophon, in his Banquet, where he diftinguifhes between the virtuous 
friendfhip eftablifhed among the Spartans, and the libidinous commerce authorized by fafhion and 
common pra<6Vice amongft the Boeotians and Eleans, cites this Paufanias as one who had con
founded them together, and given them equal praifes. He there likewife attributes to Paufanias 
fome of the fame fentiments, and thofe of the moft ftriking kind, which Plato records as delivered 
by Phaedrus in his fpeech. We cannot help imagining that Xenophon, in citing Paufanias, alludes 
to what was faid at Agatho's entertainment: and if our conjecture be true, that little circumftan-
tial difference confirms the account given by Plato in the main, and argues it to have fome foun
dation at leaft in real fa£t,—S. 

a The word l a w here, and wherever elfe it occurs in this fpeech, from hence to the end of it, 
means not a written law, a pofitive precept or prohibition in exprefs terms, but cuftom and 
fafhion. For the general acceptance of any rule of conduct, whether rational or not, obtains by 
length of time the authority of law with the people who follow it j as it receives the eflence of 
law in a civil fenfe, from the common confent which firft eftablifhed it.—S. 

ties. 
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ties. But in Ionia, and many other places *, and in a l l barbarian countries 
univerfally, the fame conduct is ordained and held to be difhonourable. For 
the tyrannical governments under which the people of thofe countries live, 
difcountenance that way of mutual love, and bring it into difrepute. But the 
fame fate in thofe countries attends philofophy, or the love of wifdom; as it 
does no lefs the love of manly exercifes. And the reafon, I prefume, in a l l 
thefe cafes is the fame; it is not the intereft of the rulers there to have their 
fubjefts high-fpirited or high-minded; nor to fuffer ftrong friendfhips to be 
formed amongft them, or any other ties of a common or joint intereft : and 
thefe are the ufual and natural effects of love, as well as of thofe other ftudies 
and practices prohibited by tyrants. Thofe who formerly tyrannized over 
Athens experienced this to be true. For the firm and ftable friendfhip be
tween Ariftogiton 2 and Harmodius was the deftruction of their tyranny. 
Thus we find, that wherever the ftricter ties of love and friendfhip are for
bidden or difcouraged, it is owing to vice, to luft of power, and of whatever 
is the private intereft of the governor; to want of fpirit and courage, and 
every other virtue, in the governed : and that wherever they are enjoined or 
encouraged fimply and without reftriction, it is owing to a littlenefs and lazi-
nefs of foul in thofe who have the making of the laws. But in our own 
ftate the laws relating to this point are put upon a better footing; though, 
as I laid before, it is not obvious or eafy to comprehend their meaning. 
For, when we confider, that with us it is reputed honourable for men openly 
to profefs love, rather than to make a fecret of it; and to fix their beft af
fections on fuch as excel in the accomplifhments of mind, though inferior to 
others of their fex in outward beauty ; that every one highly favours and 

1 The Greek text in this place is greatly corrupted. Stephens has tried to amend it by fome 
alterations, but without fuccefs: for it ?s probable that more than a few words are wanting. We 
have, therefore, contented ourfelves with the fenfe of this paflage; which we think mifreprefented 
by the former tranflators. For, by the " many other places," we imagine that Plato means, be
sides Sicily, (where in thofe days tyranny or arbitrary (way commonly prevailed,) all thofe northern 
parts of Greece likewife, where the government was abfolutely monarchical. For Ionia, Sicily, 
and all places where the Greek language was fpoken by the people, Plato would certainly diftin-
guifh from thofe countries where the vulgar language was different; thefe laft being by the 
Grecians termed barbarians.—S. 

* The ftory is told by Thucydidcs, and many other antient writers \ but in a manner the moft 
agreeable to the mind of our author in this place by Herodotus.—S. 

applauds 
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applauds the lover, as not thinking him engaged in any defigns which are bafe 
or unbecoming a man ; that fuccefs in love is held an honour to.the lover; 
difappointment, a difhonour ; and that the law allows the lover liberty to 
do his utmoft for the accomplifhing his end ; and permits fuch ft range actions 
to be commended in him, fuch, as were a man to be guilty of in any other 
purfuit than that of love, and as the means of fucceeding in any other defign, 
he would be fure of meeting with the higheft reproaches from philofophy. 
For if, with a view either of getting money out of any perfon, or of attaining 
to any mare in the government, or of acquiring power of any other kind, a 
man fhould fubmit to do fuch things as lovers ordinarily pra&ife to gain their 
miftreffes, fupplicating and begging in the humbleft manner, making vows 
and oaths, keeping nightly vigils at their doors, and voluntarily ftooping to 
fuch flavery as no Have would undergo, both his friends and his enemies 
would prevent him from fo doing ; his enemies reproaching him for his fer-
vility and illiberality; his friends admonifhing him and afhamed for him. 
But in a lover all this is graceful; and the law grants him free leave to do it 
uncenfured, as a bufinefs highly commendable for him to undertake and ex
ecute. But that which is more than all the reft prodigious is, that the Gods, 
though they pardon not the crime of perjury in any befides, yet excufe in a 
lover the violation of his oath, if the opinion of the multitude be true; for 
oaths in love, they fay, are not binding. Thus the Gods, as well as men, 
give all kinds of licence to the lover ; as fays the law eftablifhed in our 
ftate. Viewing now the affair in this light, a man would imagine that 
among us not only love in the lover, but a grateful return likewife from the 
beloved party, was reputed honourable. But when we fee the parents of the 
youthful fair appointing governeffes and guardians over them, who have it 
in their inftruclions not to fuffer them to hold difcourfe in private with their 
lovers; when we fee their acquaintance, and their equals in age, and other 
people befides, cenfuring them, if they are guilty of fuch a piece of impru
dence, and the old folks not oppofing the cenfurers, nor reprehending them 
as guilty of unjuft cenfurcs ; in this view, a man would be apt to think that, 
on the contrary, we condemned thofe very things which he might otherwife 
fuppofe we had approved of. But, upon the whole, the cafe, I believe, 
ftands thus: The affair of love, as I faid at firft, confidered limply and gene
rally, is neither right nor wrong ; but, carried on and accomplished with 

honour, 
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honour, is fair and honourable; tranfa&ed in a difhonourable manner, is 
bafe and difhonourable. Now, it is a difhonour to a maiden to gratify a 
vicious and bad lover, or to yield to him from bafe and unworthy motives : 
but in granting favours to a good and virtuous lover, and complying with his 
love from generous and noble views, fhe does herfelf an honour. The vi
cious lover is he of the vulgar fort, who is in love with the body rather than 
the mind. For he is not a lading lover, being in love with a thing which is 
not lairing; fince, with the flower of youth 1 when that is gone which he 
admired, the lover himfelf too takes wing and flies away, fhaming all his 
fine fpeeches and fair promifes. But the man who is in love with his mif-
trefs's moral character, when her difpofition and manners are fettled in what 
is right, he is a lover who abides through life, as being united with that 
which is durable and abiding. Our law wills accordingly, that all lovers 
fhould be well and fairly proved ; and that, after fuch probation, upon fome 
the favours of the fair fhould be bellowed, to others they fhould be conflantly 
refufed. It encourages, therefore, the lover to purfue, but bids the beloved 
party fly : by all ways of trial, and in every kind of combat, making it ap
pear of which fort the lover is, and of which fort his miftrefs. For this 
reafon it is that the law deems it difhonourable, in the firfl place, to be won 
foon or eafily ; in order that time may be gained; for of the truth of many-
things time feems to be the fairefl tefl: in the next place, it is held difho
nourable for the fair one to be won by confiderations of profit or power; 
whether fhe be ufed ill, or terrified, and therefore yield, through want of 
noble endurance ; or whether fhe be flattered with riches or rank, and de-
fpife not fuch kind of obligations. For none of thefe things appear fixed or 
durable ; much lefs can they give rife to any generous friendfhip. There 
remains then one only way, in which, according to our law, the fair one 
may honourably yield, and confent to her lover's paffion. For, as any kind 
of fervitude which the lover undergoes of his own free choice in the fervice 

1 The Greek of this pafTage, a/xa yap ra rou traparos av6et hnyovrt, buTrep vpa, we have tranflated 
according to the following minute alteration of only one word, apa yap—av9ti, toyovros wictp vpa. 
The very next words, oixsrai antoTtraptvos, allude to a verfe of Homer's, the 71ft in the fecond 
book of the Iliad; where he fpeaks of the departure of the dream fent to Agamemnon. By which 
allufion Plato teaches the fair and young, that the promifes of fuch lovers as are here fpoken of 
are flattering and deceitful, and, like that falfe dream, tend only to delude and ruin.—S. 
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of his miftrefs is not by our law deemed adulation, nor accounted a matter 
of difgrace ; fo, on the other part, there is left only one other fervitude or 
compliance not difgraceful in the fair; and this is that which is for the fake 
of virtue. For it is a fettled rule with us, that whoever pays any court or 
attendance, whoever yields any fervice or compliance to another, in expecta
tion of receiving by his means improvement in wifdom, or in any other 
branch of virtue, is not by fuch voluntary fubjection guilty of fervility or bafe 
adulation. Now thefe two rules are to correfpond one with the other, and 
mult concur to the fame end, the rule relating to lovers, and this which con
cerns philofophy and every other part of virtue, in order to make it honour
able in the fair one to comply with her lover's paflion. For, when the lover 
and his miftrefs meet together, bringing with them their refpective rules, 
each of them ; the lover, his—that it is right to minifter any way to the fer
vice of his miftrefs ; the fair one,v hers—that it is right to yield any fervice or 
compliance to the perfon who improves her in wifdom and in virtue ; the one 
alfo, with abilities to teach and to make better; the other, with a defire of 
inftruction and the being bettered ;—then, both thofe rules thus correfponding 
and confpiring, in thefe circumftances only, and in no other, it falls out, by 
a concurrence of all the neceflary requifites, to be honourable in the fair one 
to gratify her lover. Befides, in this cafe it is no difhonour to her to be de
ceived : but, in the cafe of compliance on any other terms, fhe incurs fhame 
equally, whether fhe be deceived or not. For if, on a fuppofition of her 
lover's being wealthy, fhe yields to him with a view of enriching herfelf, 
but is difappointed, and gets nothing from her paramour, whom at length 
fhe difcovers to be poor, it is not at all the lefs difhonourable to her: becaufe 
fuch a woman difcovers openly her own heart, and makes it appear, that for 
the fake of wealth fhe would yield any thing to any perfon : and this is highly 
difhonourable and bafe. But if, imagining her lover to be a good man, and 
with a view to her own improvement in virtue through the friendfhip of her 
lover, fhe yields to him, and is deceived, finding him a bad man, unpoffeffed 
of virtue, her difappointment, however, is ftill honourable to her: for a dis
covery has been alfo made of her aims; and it has appeared evident, that as 
a means to acquire virtue, and to be made better, fhe was ready to refign to 
any man her all : and this is of all things the moft generous and noble. So 
entirely and abfolutely honourable is it in the fair one to comply for the fake 

of 
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of virtue. This is that Love, the offspring of the celeftial Venus, himfelf 
celeftial; of high importance to the public intereft, and no lefs valuable to 
private perfons; compelling as well the lover, as the beloved, with the ut
moft care to cultivate virtue. All the other Loves hold of the other Venus, 
of her the vulgar. Thus much, Phaedrus, have I to contribute on this fud-
den call to the fubject you have propofed to us, the praife of Love. 

Paufanias here paufmg,—for I learn from the wife to ufe parities 1 in fpeak
ing, and words of fimilar found ; Ariftodemus told me, it came next in turn to 
Ariftophanes to fpeak : but whether from repletion, or whatever elfe was the 
caufe, he happened to be feized with a fit of the hiccups a , and confequently 
became unfit for fpcech-making. Upon which, as he fat next to Eryxima
chus the phyfician, he addreffed him thus : Eryximachus, fays he, you muft 
either drive away my hiccups, or fpeak in my turn till they have left m e . — 
T o which Eryximachus replied, W e l l ; I will do both. I will fpeak in your 
turn, and you, when your hiccups are gone, fhall fpeak in mine : and while 
I am fpeaking, if you hold your breath for a confiderable time, your hiccups, 
perhaps, will have an end. Should they continue, notwithftanding, then 
gargle your throat with water. But if they are very obftinate, take fome 
fuch thing as this feather, and tickle your nofe till you provoke a freezing. 
W h e n you have freezed once or t w i c e 3 , your hiccups will ccafe, be they 

ever 

1 Thefe little ornaments of ftyle were introduced into oratory, and taught firft by Gorgias ; 
who, it is probable, had obferved them there, where every beauty and ornament of fpeech, great or 
little, is to be found, that is, in Homer. Ifocrates, who had ftudied the art of oratory under 
Gorgias, feems to have received from him what his own judgment when mature afterwards re
jected, the immoderate and ill-timed ufe of thofe fuperficial ornaments. The foregoing fpeech 
of Paufanias, in imitation of Ifocrates, abounds with various kinds of them, and thofe the moft 
puerile and petty; which it was impoffible for us to preferve or imitate, in tranflating thofe paf-
fages into Englifh; becaufe, though all languages admit them, yet every language varies from 
every other in the fignification of almoft all thofe words where they are found. An inftance of 
this appears in the paflage now before us, where the Greek Uau<raviou fo ravo-afievou, tranflated 
juftly, runs thus, " When Paufanias had ceafed fpeaking," that is, had ended his fpeech. But 
all fimilarity of found would thus entirely be deftroyed. As, therefore, it was necefTary in this 
place to preferve it in fome meafure, however imperfectly, we found ourfelves obliged here to 
make fenfe give way to found.—S. 

a See the Life of Plato by Olympiodorus, in Vol. I. of this work.—T. 

* Hippocrates, in Aphorifm. feet. vi. n. 13 . and Celfus, in lib. ii. c 8. aflure us, that "if fneez-
3 0 2 ing 
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ever fb violent .—As foon as you begin your fpeech, fays Ariftophanes, I 
fhall fet about doing what you bid me.—Eryximachus then began in this 
manner: 

THE SPEECH OF ERYXIMACHUS. 

S I N C E Paufanias, after fetting out fo excellently well , ended his difcourfe 
imperfectly, it feems a talk incumbent on me, to finifh the argument 
which he began. For, in diftinguiftiing two different kinds of Love, he made, 
I think, a very proper and juft diffraction. But that Love gives us an 
attraction not only to beautiful perfons, but to many other things befide; 
and that he dwells not only in human hearts, but has alfo his feat in other 
beings, in the bodies of all animals, and in the vegetable productions of the 
earth; in fine, that he lives throughout all nature; my own art, that of 
medicine, has given me occafion to obferve; and to remark, how great and 
wonderful a God is Love, ftretching every where his attractive power, and 
reaching at all things, whether human or divine. I fhall inftance firft in 
medicine ; that I may pay my firft regards to my own profeffion. I fay 
then, that our bodies partake of this twofold love. For bodily health and 
difeafe bear an analogy to the two different difpofitions of the foul men
tioned by Paufanias. And as the body in a ftate of health, and the body 
"when difeafed, are in themfelves very different one from the other, fo they 
love and long for very different things. T h e love in a healthy body is of 
one kind ; the love in a difeafed body is of another kind, quite different. 
N o w , as Paufanias fays, it is honourable to comply with a good lover, but 
difhonourable to yield to one who is vicious : fo is it with refpect to the 
body : whatever is in a found and healthy ftate, it is commendable and right 
to pleafe ; it is the phyfician's duty fo to do, and the effectual doing of it 

ing comes upon a man in a fit of the hiccups, it puts an end to the diforder." Upon this general 
rule, no doubt, was founded the prefent prefcription of Eryximachus. Dr. G. E. Stahl, however, 
ufed to tell his pupils, as appears from his Collegium minus, car. 53. that the rule indeed was true, 
where the fneezing was fpontaneous, or the work of nature •, but that a fneezing procured by art, 
or forced, was never recommended. " Sternutationes," fays he, " fpome fingultui fupervenientes, 
folvunt quidem fingultum j fed arte produclsc non commendantur." But we muft remark, that 
this great modern is here putting rhe cafe, not of the hiccups when they are the only diforder j 
but of a malignant fever, and thofe fymptomatic hiccups which are often the concomitants of 
that and other dangerous difeafes.—S. 

9 denotes 
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denotes him truly a phyfician J . But to gratify that which is difeafedand 
bad, is blameable 1 ; and the phyfician, who would practife agreeably to the 
rules of art, muft deny it the gratification which it demands 3 . For medical 
fcience, to give a fummary and brief account of it, is the knowledge of 
thofe amorous paflions of the body, which tend to filling and emptying 4 . 
Accordingly, the man who in thefe paffions or appetites can diftinguifh the 
right love from that which is wron<x, he has moft of all men the fcience 
belonging to a phyfician. And the man who is able to effect a change, fo 
as in the place of one of thole loves to introduce the other; and knows 
how to infufe love into thofe bodies which have it no t , vet ought to have 
i t ; and how to expell a love with which they are but ought no t to be 

1 The words ufed by Plato, in this place, are ftill ftronger, and fignify—" denominates him a 
phyfician." For the prefervation of health, through a right ufe of the non-naturals, that is, fuch a 
one as is agreeable to nature, refpecting the difference of fex, age, temperament of body, climate, 
feafon of the year, and other circumftances, was accounted in the days of Plato not only a part, 
but the principal one too, of the art of medicine ; and was by the old Greek phyficians carried to 
a degree of accuracy and perfection abfolutely unknown or totally neglected in after-ages.—S. 

2 This paffage is iiiuftrated by that of Hippocrates, near the end of his treatife de Morbo Sacro. 
Xpi—y-n au£uvra vovanfxaia, a X X a antutitiv rpu^Eiv, irpcatpfpcvras TY, VOUCU T O TroM^uorarov IKXTTYI, fin ro 

QI\Q* xai <rw»9ts' isvo utv yap T X ; ovvvQetas Sa*A« xai avfaraiy LTTO as rev Trohs/xtcu tpdivei Kai auavpovrai. 

Having lpoken of nourishment, he fays, that "the phyfician {hould take care not to nourifh and 
incrcafe difeafes, but as foon as poffible to exhauft and wear them out; applying to every difeafe 
that which is hoftile and repugnant to it the moft, not that which is friendly, of the fame temper 
with it, or habitual to it: for by the latter it acquires growth and vigour ; by the former it decays 
and is extinguished." 'i his, by the way, is the foundation of an excellent practic rule ; and that 
is, in chronical difeafes fometimes to change the medicines, though at firft found ever fo beneficial, 
when they arc become too familiar, and the difeafe is habituated to bear them ; for they would 
then by degrees lofe their efficacy.—S. 

1 To adminifter proper remedies, fays our great mafter, is to counteract the genius or nature 
of the difeafe ; and never to concur or corrrefpond with it. \ w i t avnvsov, [f. xai] pn O/UOVOMV TO 

naQtt. Hippoc. Epidem. 1. vi. (\ $. n. 7.—S. 
4 What follows, when ftript of the metaphor neceffary on the occafion, is the fame thing with 

this of Hippocrates, Ta tvavna rov tvavriuv trr.iv inpara. larpixn yap EVTI 7Tpoo-&so-ts xai aipaipEcir 

aQaiftffif fiEv ruv i^rfpoaXAevTCJV, TrpoG-Qtiris 3e ruv EWVEITTOVTWV. 0 fo xateta-ra rouro nouuvy aptcrrog tnrpoi.. 

Lib. de Flatibus, not far from the beginning. " Contraries are a cure one for the other. For the 
practice of the urt of medicine confifts of two operations, adding and fubtracting; or fupplying 
and drawing off; a drawing off of that which is over-abundant, a fupplying of that which is 
deficient. Whoever can perform thefe in the beft manner, he is the belt phyfician."—S. 

pofleffed ; 
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pofleffed; he is a fkilful practifer of his art. For thofe things in the body 

which are moft at variance muft he be able to reconcile to each other x , 

and to conciliate amity between them and mutual love. T h e things moft at 

variance are fuch a6 are the moft contrary one to the other; as the cold is 

to the hot, the bitter to the fweet, the dry to the moift, and all others of 

that fort*. Into thefe things, thus at variance, our anceftor ^Efculapius 

had power to infpire a fpirit of love and c6ncord; and, as our friends here 

the poets tell us, and as I believe, framing into a fyftem the rules for fo 

doing, was properly the author of our art. So that medicine, in the manner 

I have defcribed, is all under the direction and management of Love. So is 

the gymnaftic art in like manner 3 ; and fo is the art of agriculture + . And 

that mufic is fo too, is evident to every man who confiders the nature of 

this art with the leaft attention; and is perhaps the very thing which Hera

clitus meant to fay: for his way of expreffing himfelf is inaccurate and 

obfcure. " T h e one s " fays he, " difagreeing with itfelf, yet proceeds in 

amicable concord ; like the harmony made by the bow and lyre." N o w it 

1 See Hippocrates, throughout his treatife de Natura Hominis.—S. 
* That is, all fuch contrary qualities in the humours of the body as are diftinguifhable by fenfe.—S. 
s The end of the medical art is health j that of the gymnaftic is ftrengih, or an athletic habit 

of body. But in the means they make ufe of to gain their feveral ends, favouring and indulging 
the difpofition of body which is right, counteracting and correcting fuch as are wrong, thefe arts 
are exactly analogous one to the other.—S. 

4 The genius and condition of the foil bear an analogy to the temperament and prefent ftate 
of the body ; the different kinds of manure and other cultivation are analogous to food and medi
cine. A good foil is improved by a manure homogeneous to it; a bad foil meliorated by an 
oppofite method of cultivation, altering its nature and condition. As to the metaphor, the fame 
has been always ufed in agriculture to this day. We fay, that fuch a foil loves fuch a manure ; 
*nd that fuch a tree, plant, or other vegetable, loves and delights in fuch a foil j when they are 
correfpondent, when the nature of the one is fitted to that of the other, and is favourable to it in 
making it thrive and flourifh.—S. 

5 The author of the treatife Xltpi xwyuou, Concerning the world, printed among the works of 
Ariftotle, and ufually afcribed to him, though not from any decifive authority, cites the following 
faffage from the fame Heraclitus, which may ferve to illuftrate the prefent: trwa^etai cvtexxi ovyi 
&u\a, cufipspofitvov x%( tiiaQepo/xwov, <n/ra3cv xai titatw, xat ex iravrav ev, xai i£ ivo; irayra. i. e. " You 
muft connect the perfect and the imperfect, the agreeing and the difagreeing, the confonant and 
the difibnant, and from all things one, and from one all things." In which paflage, by the one from 
MII thingshe means the univerfe ; and by all things from one, he infi uates the fubfiftence of all things 
ixomthetne, the ineffable principle of all.—T. 

6 is 
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is very abfurd to fay, that in harmony any disagreement can find place j or 
that the component parts of harmony can ever difagree. But his meaning 
perhaps was this ; that things in their own nature difagreeing, that is, founds, 
fome fhrill and others deep, at length brought to an agreement by the muff-
cai art, compofe harmony. For harmony cannot confift of fhrill' and deep 
founds, whilft they remain in difagreement: becaufe harmony is confonance* 
or a confpiration of founds ; and confonance is one kind of agreement: but 
it is impoffible that any agreement fhould be between difagreeing things, fo 
long as they difagree: and no lefs impoffible is it, that things between 
which there is no agreement fhould at the fame time harmonize together,, 
fo as to produce harmony. And as it is with found fo is it with motion ; 
the quick meafures and the flow ones, by nature difagreeing, but afterwards 
brought to agree together, compofe rhythm. In both thefe cafes where" 
things differ and are oppofite to one another, it is the art of mufic which 
brings about the reconcilement and agreement; juft as the art of medicine 
does in the former cafe *; infpiring them in the fame manner with the 
fpirit of love and concord. And thus mufical fcience is the knowledge of 
thofe amorous conjunctions whofe offspring are harmony and rhythm. 
Now in the fyftems themfelves, whether of harmony or of rhythm, there is-
no difficulty at all in knowing the amorous conjunctions: for here love is 
not diftinguifhed into two kinds. But when the intention is to apply 
rhythm and harmony to the ears of fome audience, then comes the difficulty ; 
then is there need of a fkilful artift, whether in compofing the odes, and 
fetting them to mufic, or in making a right choice of thofe ready compofed 
and fet 3 , and properly adapting them to the geniuses of youth* For here 
that diftinction takes place; here muft we recur again to that rule of Pau
fanias, that the decent, the well-ordered, and the virtuous it is right to 

gratify, 
1 That of difagreeing founds, and that of difagreeing meafures of time.—S. 
* That of the difagreeing qualities of the humours in a human body.—S. 
* Poetry and mufic were employed by the Grecian matters of education as a principal means 

to form the manners of their youth, to infpire them with becoming fentiments, and excite them 
to worthy actions. In the choice, therefore, of poetry and mufie, proper for this purpofe, great 
judgment was ufed, and much care taken. It was not left, as now-a-days, to the fancy or humour 
of men, whofe profeflion is only to teach words, or mufical notes, with their feveral combinations. 
Legiflators and magiftratcs then thought it an object the moll worthy of their own attention : and 

the 
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gratify, for the fake of preferving their love, and of improving fuch as are 
yet deficient in virtue. The Love by whom thefe are infpired is the noble, 
the celeftial; that Love who attends the celeftial mufe. But the attendant 
of Polyhymnia, and the follower of every mufe at random, is the other Love, 
he of the vulgar kind : whom we ought cautioufly to indulge, whenever we 
indulge him ; that he may enjoy his own pleafures without introducing 
diforder and debauchery. And this is an affair of no lefs difficulty than in 
our art it is to manage prudently the appetites which regard the table ; fo 
as to permit them the enjoyment of their proper pleafures, without danger 
of difeafes. Thus , in the practice of mufic, and of medicine, and in every 
other employment, whether human or divine, we are to preferve, as far as 
confiftently we may, both Loves : for both are to be found in all things x . 
Full of both is the conftitution of the annual feafons. And when thofe 
contraries in nature before mentioned, the hot and the cold, the dry and 
the moift, under the influence of the modeft Love, admit a fober correfpond-
ence together, and temperate commixture; they bring along with them, 
when they come, fair feafons, fine weather, and health to men, brute ani
mals, and plants, doing injury to none. But when that Love who infpires 
lawlefs and ungoverned paflion prevails in the conftitution of the feafon, he 
corrupts, injures and ruins many of the fair forms of nature. For the ufual 
fruits of this Love are plagues, and other preter-natural difeafes, which come 
upon animals, and vegetables t o o ; mildews, hail-ftorms, and blights being 
generated from the irregular ftate of the amorous affections in thofe elemen
tary beings, and the want of temperance in their conjunctions : the know
ledge of which their amorous affections, and confequent conjunctions, con
fidered as owing to the afpects of the heavenly bodies, and as refpecting the 
feafons of the year, is called aftronomy. Further, all kinds of facrifice, and 
all the fubjects of the diviner's art % thofe agents employed in carrying on 

the greateft philofophers, who framed models of government according to ideal perfection, or 
laid down maxims tit to be obferved by every wife ftate, treat it as a fubject of higheft import
ance ; and accordingly are very exact and particular in explaining the natural effects of every 
fpecies of mufic, or mufical poetry, on the mind. See Plato's Republic, b. ii. and iii. his Laws, 
b. ii. and vii. and Ariitotle's Politics, b. viii.—S. 

1 That is, the rational, the regular, and the fober, together with the fenfual, the lawlefs, and 
the wild or infinite. See Plato's Philebus, throughout. 

% Such as dreams, omens, the flight of birds, &c. 
a reciprocal 
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a reciprocal intercourfe between the Gods and mortals, are employed with 
no other view than to prefcrve the right love, and cure that which is 
wrong. For every fpecies of impiety is the ufual confequence of not yield
ing to and gratifying the better Love, the regular; and of not paying to 
him, but to the other Love our principal regards, in every thing we do 
relating to our parents, whether living or deceafed, and in every thing re
lating to the Gods. In all fuch cafes, to fuperintend the Loves, to cherifh 
the right, and cure the wrong, is the bufinefs of divination. And thus 
Divination is an artift, fkilled in procuring and promoting friendlinefs and 
good correfpondence between the Gods and men, through her knowledge of 
what amorous affections in men tend to piety and juftice, and what are 
oppofite to thefe, and lead the contrary way. So widely extenfive, fo highly 
predominant, or rather all-prevailing, is the power of Love. Of all love in 
general this is true; but efpecially, and the moft true is it, of that Love who 
attains his ends in the attainment of good things, and enjoys them without 
ever exceeding the bounds of temperance, or violating the laws of juftice. 
For it is this Love who bears the chief fway both in the human nature and 
the divine; it is this Love who procures for us every kind of happinefs; 
enabling us to live in focial con verfe one with another, and in friendfhip 
with beings fo much fuperior to ourfelves, the Gods. It is poflible now 
after all, that, in the panegyric I have made on Love, I may have omitted, 
•as wejl as Paufanias, many topics of his due praife: it has not, however, 
been done defignedly; and if I have left aught unfaid, it is your bufinefs, 
Ariftophanes, to fupply that deficiency: or, if your intentions are to celebrate 
the God in a different way, now that your hiccups are over, you may begin. 

To this Ariftophanes replied, I am now indeed no longer troubled with 
my hiccups: but they would not be eafy before I brought the fneezings to 
them. I wonder that a modeft and decent part of the body fhould be in 
Jove with and long for thefe ticklings, or be pleafed with fuch boifterous 

1 In the Greek text fome corruption has here crept in. Stephens has endeavoured to amend 
it in a manner agreeable to Plato's ftyle in other places, it muft be confefled. Yet we muft pre
fer the omifiion of the word mpt before rov htpov, becaufe the fentence is made much eaficr by this 
alteration ; and becaufe the accidental infertion of the word vrepi may eafily be accouned for ; as 
will appear to any good critic in tliis way, who will be,pleafed to confaluhc original,—S. 

VOL. in. 3 P roaring 
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roaring noifes, fuch as fneezing is : for, as foon as I had, procured it a good 
fneezing, immediately it was quiet.—Eryximachus upon this faid, Friend 
Ariftophanes, confider what you are about: you are railing up a fpirit of 
ridicule here, juft as you are going to begin your fpeech; and put me upon 
the watch, to lay hold of fomething or other in it for the company to laugh 
at, when you might, if you pleafed, have fpoken in quiet.—To which Arifto
phanes in a good-humoured way replied, You are in the right, Eryximachus: 
what 1 faid juft now, let it be looked on as unfaid. But, pray, do not watch 
me. For I am in pain for the fpeech I am going to make; not for fear there 
fhould be any thing in it to laugh at; for a laugh would be an advantage 
gained to me, and the natural product of my mufe; but for fear it fhould be 
really in itfelf ridiculous.—You moot your bolt, Ariftophanes, faid Eryxima
chus, and then think to march off. But take care of what you fay, and 
expect to be called to a ftrict account for it. Perhaps, however, I fhall be. 
gracious enough to fpare you.—Ariftophanes then began : 

THE SPEECH OF ARISTOPHANES. 

MY intentions, Eryximachus, are to fpeak in a way very different, I afTur** 
you, from the way taken by you and Paufanias in your fpeeches. To me 
men feem utterly infenfible what the power of Love is.. For, were they fen
fible of it, they would build temples and erect altars to him the moft magnu 
ficent, and would offer to him the nobleft facrifiees. He would not be 
neglected as he is now, when none of thefe honours are paid him, though, of 
all the Gods, Love ought the moft to be thus honoured. For, of all the God% 
Love is the moft friendly to man, his relief1 and remedy in thofe evils the 
perfect cure of which would be productive of the higheft happinefs to the 
whole human race. I will do my beftr therefore, to make his power known 
to you, and you fhall teach it to others. But you muft firft be informed 
what the human nature is, and what changes it has undergone. For our 
nature of old was different from what it is at prefent. In the firft place, 

1 larpoi jovruvy that is, MCUWV, not avfyuirov, as Racine, and all the former translators except 
Cornarius, erroneoufly imagined. Their miftake was owing plainly to the wrong punctuation in 
all editions of the original in this place.—S. 

there 
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there were antiently three forts *, or fubordinate fpecies, of the humankind; 
not as at prefent, only two, male and female ; there being, then, a third 
fpecies befide, which partook of both the others: the name only of which 
fpecies now remains, the fpecies itfelf being extinct and loir. For then ex-
ifted actually and flourifhed hermaphrodites, who partook of both the other 
fpecies, the male and the female. But they are now become merely a name, 
a name of abufe and of reproach. In the next place, the entire form of every 
individual of the human kind was cylindrical; for their bodies, back and fides 
together, were every where, from top to bottom, circular. Every one had 
four hands, and the fame number of legs. They had two faces, each, upon 
their round necks, every way both alike : but thefe two faces belonged but 
to one head ; on the fides of which were placed thefe faces, oppofite one to 
the other. Each had alfo four ears, and two diftinctions of the fex. From 
this defcription, it is eafy to conceive how all the other parts of the human 
body were doubled. They walked upon whichever legs they pleafed, on any 
fide; and, as they walk now, upright. But when any one wanted to go 
with expedition, then, as tumblers, after pitching on their hands, throw 
their legs upward, and bring them over, and thus tumble themfelves round ; 
in the fame manner did the people of thofe days, fupported by their eight limbs 
alternately, and wheeled along with great difpatch. Now you are to know, 
that thefe three fpecies of the human race were precifely fo many in num
ber, and their bodies made in fuch a form, for this reafon,—becaufe the male 
kind was produced originally by the fun, the female rofe from the earth, and 
the third, which partook of the other two, was the offspring of the moon; 

1 Plato is fo far from being a carelefs writer, that he has always fome concealed and important 
meaning, even in things apparently the moft trivial and abfurd. For what can be apparently more 
abfurd than this account which Ariftophanes gives of the changes which the human nature has 
undergone ? And yet it occultly infmuates a very important truth, that kindred human fouls, 
both of a male and female charatteriftic, were in a more perfect ftate of exiftence united with each 
other, much more profoundly than they can be in the prefent ftate. However, though it infinu-
ales a more perfect; condition of being, yet it is by no means that of the foul in its higheft ftate of 
felicity. For the cylinlric bodies indicate its being ftill converfant with, or rolling about, genera
tion, i. e. the regions under the moon. Plato, therefore, probably indicates in this fable an aerial* 
condition of being. For though the foul, while living there in a defcending condition, is in reality 
in a fallen ftate, yet (he is more perfect than when refident on the earth. Agreeably, and perhaps 
with allufion to this fable, which I doubt not is of greater antiquity than Plato, Pythagoras defined 

A friend to be a maifs other fdf.—T. 
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for the m,oon, you know, partakes of both the others, the fun and the earth. 
The bodies, therefore, of each kind were round, and the manner of their 
running was circular, in refemblahce of their firft parents. Their force and 
ftrength were prodigious ; their minds elevated and haughty ; fo they under
took to invade heaven. And of them is related the fame fa6t which Homer 
relates of Ephialtus and Otus, that they fet about railing an afcent up to the 
Ikies, with intention to attack the Gods. Upon which Jupiter and the other 
Deities confulted together what they mould do to thefe rebels 1 ; but coukl 
come to no determination about the punifhment proper to be inflicted on them. 
They could not refolve upon deftroying them by thunder, as they did the 
giants; far thus the whole human race would be extinct; and then the ho
nours paid them by that race would be extinct together with it, and their 
temples come to ruin. Nor yet could they fuffer thofe mortals to continue 
in their infoience. At length Jupiter, after much consideration of fo difficult 
a cafe,, faid, I have a device, by which the race of men may be preferved, and 
yet an end put to their infoience ; as my device will much diminifh the great-
nefs of their flrength. For I intend, you muft know, to divide every one of 
them into, two : by which means their ftrength will be much abated, and at 
the fame time their number much increafed, to our advantage and the in-
creafe of our honour. They fhall walk upright upon two legs ; and if any 
remains of infoience fhall ever appear in them, and they refolve not to be at 
quiet, I will again divide them, each into two; and they fhall go upon one 
leg, hopping. As he faid, fo did he ; he cut all the human race in twain, as 
people cut eggs * to j(alt them for keeping. The face, together with th$ 

half-
1 Human fouls, though in a more excellent condition of being whon living in the air than when 

inhabitants of the earth, yet when they are descending, or gravitating to earth, they may be juftly 
called rebels, becaufe they not only abandon their true country, but are hoftiie to its manners and 
laws. Hence, as they no longer cherifh, but oppofe, legitimate conceptions of divine natures, they 
may be juftly faid to be hoftiie to the Gods.—T. 

a The Greek original in this place ftands at full length thus: ua-Trtp oi ra ua rspwrts K*I (U\*OV-

r t i rapix*u*lh ol ra, aa rati fyi£iv. Now the abfurdity of fuppofing eggs ever to have been 
cut with hairs, when knives, much better inftruments for that purpofe, were at hand, firft led us 
to imagine that the paflage might be corrupt. On a little examination, it appeared probable to us, 
from the repetition of the words a<x7ctp oi ra aa, that the latter part of this fentence was nothing 
more than a various reading in the margin of fome antient copy. Trying, then, the two laft words, 

T<z<; 
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half-neck of every half-body, he ordered Apollo to turn half round, and fix 
it on that fide where the other half of the body was cut off; with intention 
that all people, viewing themfelves on that fide where they had fuffered the 
lofs of half themfelves, might be brought to a fober way of thinking, and 
learn to behave with more modefty. For what remained neceffary to be 
done, he bid him exercife his own healing art.—Accordingly, Apollo turned 
the face of every one about to the revcrfe of its former fituation : and draw
ing the fkin together, like a purfe, from all parts of the body, over that which 
is now called the belly, up to one orifice or opening, he tied up at the middle 
of the belly this orifice, now called the navel. H e then fmoothed moft part 
of the wrinkles of the fkin, after having framed the bones of the breaft under 
i t ; in the fame manner as fhoemakers fmooth the wrinkles of the leather, 
when they have ftretched it upon the laft. But a few wrinkles, thofe on the 
belly and navel, he let remain, for a memorial of their old crime and punifh-
ment. N o w , when all the human race were thus bifected, every fectiou 
longed for its fellow half. And when thefe happened to meet together, they 
mutually embraced, folded in each other's arms, and wifhing they could 
grow together and be united. T h e confequence of this was , that they both 
died, through famine, and the other evils naturally brought on by idlenefs. And 
if one of thefe halves died, and left the other behind, the furviving half was 
immediately employed in looking about for another partner ; and whether it 
happened to meet with the half of a whole woman, (which half w e now call 
a woman,) or with the half of a whole man, they were continually embra
cing. After all, Jupiter, feeing them thus in danger of deftruclion, took pity 
on them, and contrived another device ; which was, to place the diftindtion 
of fex before : for till then this had ftill remained on the other fide; and 

raig fy&v, by the abbreviations common in old manufcripts, we made our conjecture flill more 
probable (to ourfelves at leaft) by reading the latter part of the fentence thus :—ri, uo-irtp ra ua 

repvovrsi u$ raptxEuo-tv, which words we fuppofe written in the margin after this manner, >j uawep 

hi i a aa r . eij tapi^nv. the initial letter of repvovrts being put for the whole word, as ufual in fuch 
cafes. Thus the laft words, being read (as it was common to do for the greater expedition) by 
fome ignorant librarian to the new copyiit, literally as they were written, were eafily miftaken by 
a writer unattentive to the fenfe, and made raig $pi&v. That it was cuftomary with the antients 
to fait and pickle eggs for keeping, after boiling them hard, (it is to be fuppofed,; and cutting them 
in two, we learn from Alexis the comic poet, as cited by Athenseus, pag. 5 7 and 6c, as alfo from 
Columella : which lad-mentioned author tells us further, that fometimes they were hardened for 
that purpofe in a pickle heated over the fire.—S. 
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they had engendered, not one with another, but with the earth, like grafs-
hoppers. This fcheme Jupiter carried into execution ; and thus made the 
work of generation to be thenceforth carried on by both fexes jointly, the 
female conceiving from the male. Now, in making this the fole way of 
generating, Jupiter had thefe ends in view : that, if a man fhould meet with 
a woman, they might, in the embrace, generate together, and the human 
kind be thus continued ; but if he met with another man, that then both 
might be furfeited with fuch commixture ; and that, immediately ceafing 
from their embraces, they might apply themfelves to bufinefs, and turn their 
ftudies and purfuits to the other affairs of life. From all this it appears how 
deeply mutual love is implanted by nature in all of the human race ; bringing 
them again to their priftine form; coupling them together; endeavouring 
out of two to make one, and thus to remedy the evils introduced into the 
human nature. So that every one of us at prefent is but the tally of a human 
creature; which has been cut like a polypus1, and out of one made 
two. Hence it comes, that we are all in continual fearch of our feveral 
counterparts, to tally with us. As many men, accordingly, as are fections 
of that double form called the hermaphrodite, are lovers of women : and of 
this fpecies are the multitude of rakes. So, on the other hand, as many 
women as are addicted to the love of men are fprung from the fame am
phibious race. But fuch women as are fections of the female form are not 
much inclined to men ; their affections tend rather to their own fex : and of 
this kind are the Sapphic lovers. Men, in like manner, fuch as arefections 
of the male form, follow the males : and whilft they are children, being 
originally fragments of men, it is men they love, and it is in men's company 
and careffes they are molt delighted. Thofe children and thofe youths who 
are of this fort are the beft, as being the molt manly in their temper and 
difpofition. Some people, I know, fay, they are fhamelefs and impudent: 
but in this they wrong them ; for it is not impudence and want of modefty, 
but it is manly affurance, with a manly temper and turn of mind, by which 

1 All learned naturalifls know the great uncertainty we are in now-a-days concerning the 
rarer animals of all kinds mentioned by the antients. Under this difhculty of afecrtaining what 
animal is meant by the $vrra mentioned here by Plato, we have tranflatcd it a polypus, becaufe 
the wonderful property afcribed here to the ^ r r a is the fame with that in the polypus, which 
a few years Gnce afforded great entertainment to the virtuofi in many parts of Europe.—S, 
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they are led to afiociate with thofe whom they refemble. A fhrewd con
jecture may hence be formed, from what race they originally fpring; a con
jecture juftified by their conduct afterwards. For only boys of this manly kind, 
when they arrive at the age of maturity, apply themfelves to political affairs 1 : 
and as they advance further in the age of manhood, they delight to encourage 
and forward the youth of their own fex in manly ftudies and employments ; 
but have naturally no inclination to marry and beget children : they do it 
only in conformity to the laws, and would choofe to live unmarried, in a ftate 
of friendfhip. Such perfons as thefe are indeed by nature formed for friend
fhip folely, and to embrace always whatever is congenial with themfelves. 
N o w , whenever it fortunes that a man meets with that very counterpart of 
himfelf, his other half, they are both fmitten with love in a wondrous man
ner ; they recognife their antient intimacy ; they are ftrongly attra&ed toge
ther by a confcioufnefs that they belong to each other; and are unwilling to 
be parted, or become feparate again, though for ever fo fhort a t ime. Thofe 
pairs who of free choice live together throughout life, are fuch as have met 
with this good fortune. Yet are none of them able to tell what it is they 
would have one from the other. For it does not feem to be the venereal 
congrefs. In all appearance, it is not merely for the fake of this that they 
feel fuch extreme delight in the company of each other; and feek it, when 
they have it not, with fo eager a defire. It is evident, that their fouls long 
for fome other thing, which neither can explain ; fomething which they can 
only give obfeure hints of* in the way of aenigmas ; and each party can only 
guefs at in the other, as it were, by divination. But when they are toge
ther, and careffing each other, were Vulcan to ftand by with his tools in his 
hand, and fay, " Mortals ! what is it ye want, and would have, one from the 
other ?"—and finding them at a lofs what to anfwer, were he to demand of 
them again, and fay, " Is this what ye long for ; to be united together with 
the moft entire union, fo as never, either by night or day, to be feparate from 
each other? If ye long for this, I will melt you down, both of you toge
ther, and together form you both again ;. that, inftead of two, ye may be
come o n e ; whilft ye live, living a joint life,, as one perfon ; and when ye 

1 Ariftophanes in this fentence hints at Paufanias : but for fear his hint fhould not be appre
hended by the company, he takes care to explain it to them himfelf, near the conclufion of his 
fpeech, by an ironical and affected caution in guarding againft the being fo underftood.—S. 

come 
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come to die, dying at once one death ; and afterwards, in the ftate of fouls 
departed, continuing ftill undivided. Confider now within yourfelves, whe
ther ye like the propofal, and whether ye would be glad to have it carried 
into execution/'—I am certain, that not a fingle mortal to whom Vulcan 
fhould make this offer would reject it. It would appear that none had any 
other wifh ; and every man would be confcious to himfelf, that the fecret 
defire which he had of old conceived in his heart, was at length brought to 
light and expreffed in clear language, that is, to be mingled and melted in 
with his beloved, and out of two to be made one. The caufe of which 
defire in us all is this, that our priftine nature was fuch as I have defcribed 
it; we were once whole. The defire and purfuit of this wholenefs of our 
nature, our becoming whole again, is called Love. For, as I faid, we were 
antiently one: but now, as a punifhment for our breach of the laws of 
juftice, the Gods have compelled us to live afunder in feparate bodies : juft 
as the people of Arcady are treated by the Spartans If, therefore, we be
have not to the Gods with reverence and decency, there is reafon to fear we 
fhall be again cleft in funder, and go about with our guilt delineated in our 
figure, like thofe who have their crimes engraven on pillars, our nofes flit, 
and our bodies fplit in two. The confideration of this fhould engage every 
man to promote the univerfal practice of piety toward the Gods; that we 
may efcape this misfortune, and attain to that better ftate, as it fhall pleafe 
Love to guide and lead us. Above all, let none of us act in oppofition to 
this benign Deity ; whom none oppofe but fuch as are at enmity with the 
Gods. For, if we are reconciled to Love, and gain his favour, we fhall find 
out and meet with our naturally beloved, the other half of ourfelves; which 

1 As Arcadia confifted chiefly of plains and pallirrc lands, the people, of that country had 
for many ages led a paftoral kind of life, difperfed in fmall villages; and lived in the enjoyment 
©f perfect peace and liberty. But in procefs of time, when they were in danger of falling under 
the yoke of the Spartans, their neighbours, whom they obferved a warlike people, growing in 
greatnefs, and afpiring to the dominion of all the Peloponnefus, they began to build and fortify 
cities, where they aflembled and confulted together for their common intercfts. This union gave 
them courage, not only to be auxiliaries in war to the enemies of the Spartans, but at length, as 
principals themfelves, to make frequent inroads into the Spartan territories. The Spartan*, there
fore,-carrying the war into the country of the Arcadians, compelled them to demolifh the fortifi
cations of their chief cities, and even to quit their habitations there, and return to their anient 
maunear of living in villages.—S. 
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at prefent is the good fortune but of few. Eryximachus now muft not carp 
at what I fay, on a fufpicion that I mean Paufanias and Agatho: though 
perhaps they may be of the fortunate few: but I fay it of all in general, 
whether men or women, through the whole human race, that every one of 
us might be happy, had we the perfection of Love, and were to meet with 
our own proper paramours, recovering thus the fimilitude of our priftine 
nature. If this fortune then be the beft abfolutely, it follows, that the beft 
in our prefent circumftances muft be that which approaches to it the 
neareft; and that is, to meet with partners in love, whofe temper and dif
pofition are the moft agreeable and fimilar to our own. In giving glory to 
the divine caufe of this fimilarity and mutual fitnefs, we celebrate in a 
proper manner the praife of Love; a deity who gives us in our prefent 
condition fo much relief and confolation, by leading us to our own again; 
and further, gives us the faireft hopes, that, if we pay due regard and reve
rence to the Gods, he will hereafter, in recovering to us our antient nature, 
and curing the evils we now endure, make us bleft and happy. 

Thus, Eryximachus, you have my fpeech concerning Love, a fpeech of 
a different kind from yours, and no way interfering with what you have 
faid. Therefore, as I defired of you before, do not, I pray you, make a 
jeft of it; that we may hear, peaceably and quietly, all the fpeeches which 
remain to be fpoken; or rather both the fpeeches; for I think only thole 
of Agatho and Socrates are yet behind.—Well ; I fhall not difobey you, 
faid Eryximachus: for I muft acknowledge that I have been highly enter
tained and pleafed with your fpeech. If I was not perfectly well affured 
that Socrates and Agatho were deeply verfed in the fcience of Love, I fhould 
much fear they would be at a lofs for fomething to fay, fo copioufly and fo 
varioufly has the fubject been already handled. But now, notwithstanding 
this, I am under no concern about the fuccefs of thofe great matters.—I do 
not wonder, faid Socrates, that you are free from all concern, Eryximachus, 
about the matter; fince you have come off fo honourably yourfelf, and are 
out of all danger. But if you were in the circumftances I am in, much 
more in thofe which I fhall be in when Agatho fhall have made his fpeech, 
your fears would be not a few, and your diftreffes, like mine at prefent, no 
trifles.—1 fee, faid Agatho, you have a mind, Socrates, by fuch fuggeftions, 
to do as enchanters do'with their drugs, that is, to diforder and difturb my 
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thoughts, with imagining this company here to be big with expectations of 
hearing fome fine fpeech from me.—I muft have forgotten then, Agatho, 
faid Socrates, the courage and greatnefs of mind which you difcovered 
lately, and of which I was a fpectator, when you came upon the ftage, to
gether with the actors juft going to exhibit your compofitions; when you 
looked fo large an audience in the face without being in the lcaft daunted; 
I muft have forgotten this, if I thought you could be now difturbed on 
account of us, who are comparatively fo few in number.—I hope, Socrates, 
feid Agatho, you do not imagine me fo full of a theatre, as not to know 
that a few men of fenfe make an affembly more refpectable and awful to a 
man who thinks juftly, than a multitude of fools.—I fhould be greatly mif
taken indeed, faid Socrates, if I imagined in you, Agatho, any thing which 
favoured of rufticity or ill breeding. I am fatisfied enough, that if you met 
with any whom you fuppofed wife, you would regard them more than you 
would the multitude. But I doubt we have no pretenfions to any fuch 
particular regard, becaufe we were at the theatre, and made a part of that 
multitude. The cafe, I fuppofe, is in truth this: Were you in the prefence 
of other fort of men, that is, the wife ; in reverence to them, perhaps, you 
would be afhamed if you were then employed in any action you thought 
unbecoming or difhonourable. Is it not fo ? or how fay you ?—It is true, 
faid Agatho.—And would you not, faid Socrates to him again, revere the 
multitude too, and be afhamed even in their prefence, if you were feen by 
them doing any thing you thought bafe or wrong ?—Phaedrus here interpofed ; 
and faid, My friend Agatho, if you go on giving anfwers to all the queftions 
put to you by Socrates, he will be under no manner of concern, what becomes 
of our affair of the fpeeches, or what the reft of us here are doing in the 
mean time. It is fufEcient for him, if he has but fomebody to talk with in 
his own way, efpecially if it be a perfon who is handfome. I muft confefs I 
take much pleafure myfelf in hearing Socrates difpute : but it is neceffary 
for me to look to the affair I fet on foot myfelf, that of the panegyrics 
on Love, and to take care that I have a fpeech from every perfon in this 
affembly. When you have, each of you, paid your tribute to the God, 
you may then difpute, with all my heart, at your own pleafure.—You fay 
well, Phaedrus, faid Agatho ; and nothing hinders but that I begin my fpeech. 
For I fhall not want frequent opportunities of difputing again with Socrates. 
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THE SPEECH OF AGATHO. 

I SHALL begin by mowing in what way a panegyric o n Love ought to be 
made and then proceed that way in making one myfelf. For none o f 
thofe who have gone before me have, in my opinion, celebrated the praife 
of Love ; but all have made it their folc bufinefs to felicitate human kind 
upon the good they enjoy through the beneficence of that God. For what 
he is i n himfelf, h e from whom all this happinefs is derived, none of them 
has mown. Now, whatever the fubject of our panegyric be, there is but 
O n e right way to take in the compofing it: and that is, the mowing how 
excellent is the nature, and how good are the operations or effects, of that 
perfon or thing we are to praife. In this way it is that we ought to make 
our panegyrics on Love ; praifing, firft, the excellence and abfolute good
nefs of his own nature, and then his relative goodnefs to us in the bleffings 
he beftows. According to this method, I take upon me, in the firft place, 
to fay, if without offence to what is facred and divine I may be allowed t o 
fay it, that, though all the Gods enjoy a ftate of bleffednefs, yet Love is 
bleft above all others, as he excells them all in beauty and in virtue. The 
moft beautiful he muft be, for thefe reafons: firft, in that he is the youngeft 
of the Gods, my Phaedrus ! Of this he himfelf gives us a convincing proof, 
by his running away from Old Age, and outrunning him who is evidently fo 
fwift-footed. For Old Age, you know, arrives and is with us fooner than 
we defire. Between Love and him there is a natural antipathy : fo that 
Love comes not within a wide diftancc of hima; but makes his abode with 

1 The following fpeech abounds with wit; but it is wit of a rambling and inconfiftent kind, 
without any fixed idea; fo far is it from aiming at truth. The beginning of it is a juft fpeci-
men of the whole. For after Agatho has undertaken to give a defeription of the perfon and 
qualities of Love under the very firft article of this defeription, the youthfulnefs of Love, he 
ufes the word love, in no fewer than four different fenfes. In the firft place, he means, as 
Socrates afterwards obferves of him, that which is loved, rather than that which loves; that is, 
outward beauty, rather than the paflion which it excites. Immediately he changes this idea for 
that of the paflion itfelf. Then at once, without giving notice, he takes a flight to the firft caufe 
of orderly motion in the univerfe. And this he immediately confounds with the harmony of 
nature, the complete effect of that caufe. 

* We have taken the liberty of tranflating here, as if in the Greek it was printed ov$* tvret 
«-jĵ ,oy 7rtoviu>&Vy and not oul' ovros, T T — S . 
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youth, and is always found in company with the young. For, as the old ! 

proverb rightly has it, " L i k e always goes to like." I muft own, therefore,, 
though I agree with Phaedrus in many other of his opinions, I cannot agree 
with him in this, that Love is elder than Saturn and Japetus. Of all the 
Gods, I affirm, he is the youngeft, and enjoys perpetual youth. Accord
ingly I contend, that, if any fuch events happened among the Gods as 
Hefiod and Parmenides report, they were occafioued by the pov/er of 
Neceffity, not that of Love. For, had Love been with them, there had 
been no caftrations B , no chains, none of thofe many other acts of violence 
had been done or fuffered amongft t h e m : but friendfhip and peace had 
flourifhed in heaven, as they now do, and have ever done, fince Love begaa 
his reign, and became chief amongft the Gods. Thus then it appears that 
Love is young. N o r is he lefs delicate and tender. But he wants a poet,, 
fuch as Homer was, to exprefs ill fit terms how great his tendernefs.. N o w 
Homer, where he tells us that Ate or Mifehief was a goddefs, of a fubtle and 
fine frame, thus defcribes the tendernefs and delicacy of her f e e t ; 

The tender-footed Goddefs {huns the ground 
With airy Hep, upon the heads of men 
Sets her fine treading, and from head to head 
Trips it along full nimbly. 

T h e poet here produces a fair proof, 1 think, of her tendernefs, her going-
on the foft place rather than the hard.. The fame argument fhall I make 
jafe of, to prove the tendernefs of Love . Far he neither walks on the 
ground, nor goes upon human heads (which in truth are places not alto
gether foft); but the fofteft places poflible to be found does Love make the 
places of his range, and of bis dwelling t o e For in the manners and in the 
fouls of Gods and men he fixes his. abode : not in all fouls indifcriminately ; 
for, if he lights on any whofe manners are rough, away he marches, and 
takes up his refidence in tender fouls, whofe manners are the fofteft. Since,, 
therefore, with his feet,, and all over his fine frame, he endures not to touch, 
any but the fofteft perfons, nor in any but their fofteft parts, he cannot but 
be extremely delicate and tender. Thus have we feen that Love is full of 

1 For the proper manner in which thefe things are to be underflood, fee the apology foe 
the fables of Homer, in Vol. I. of this- work.—T.. 
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youth, delicacy and tendernefs. He is, befides, of a foft and yielding fub
ftance. For it would be impoffible for him to diifufe himfelf through every 
part of us, and penetrate into our inmoft foul, or to make his firft entry 
and his final exit unperceived by us, if his fubftance were hard and refifting 
to the touch. But a clear proof of his yielding, eafy and pliant form is that 
gracefulnefs of perfon, which it is certain belongs to him in the higheft 
degree by the acknowledgment of all: for Ungracefulnefs and Love never 
agree, but are always vifibly at variance. That he excels in beauty of 
colour, is evident from his way of life, in that he is continually converfant 
with flowers, his own likenefs. For Love refides not in a body, or in a 
foul, or any other place, where flowers never fprung; or, if they did, where 
they are all fallen, and the place quite deflowered. But wherever a fpot 
is to be found flowery and fragrant, he there feats himfelf and fettles his 
abode. Concerning the beauty of this deity thus much is fufficient 1 ; though 
much ftill remains unfaid. I am to fpeak next on the fubject of his virtue *. 
And here the higheft praife which can be attributed to any being is juftly 
due to Love ; that he does no injury to God or man ; nor by God or man 
can he be injured- He never acts through compulfion or force himfelf; 
for compulfionL or force cannot reach Love: nor ever forces he or compels 
others; for every being obeys freely and willingly every dictate and com
mand of Love : where both parties then are willing, and each is freely 
confenting to the other, thofe in the city who are kings, the laws, fay there 
is no injuftice done. But not only the perfection of juftice belongs to 
Love; he is equally endued with confummate temperance. For to be 
fuperior to pleafure, and to govern the defires of it, is every where called 
temperance. Now it is univerfally agreed, that no pleafure is fuperior to 
Love ; but, on the contrary, that all pleafures are his inferiors. If fb, they 
muft be fubjects and fervants, all of them, to Love; and he muft rule, and 
be the mafter. Having dominion thus over all pleafures and all defires, in . 

* Thus far Agatho has confounded the object of Love, the amiable, with the paflion itfelf, con
fidered as refmed, and peculiarly belonging to the human fpecies.—S. 

* From allegory, and metaphor, and true wit, Agatho defcends to pun and quibble, and play
ing on words, with fcarce a femblance of juft thought. In this next part of his defeription he 
means, by Love, that grofier part of the paflion, common to all animals: and this too he con
founds with the fatisfaction of it through enjoyment.—S. 

t he 



4S6 T H E B A N Q U E T . 

the higheft degree muft he be temperate. Then, in point of valour, not 
Mars himfelf can pretend to vie with Love. For it is not, Mars has 
Love, but Love has Mars 1 ; the Love, as fame fays, of Venus. Now the 
perfon who has another in his poffeffion mud: have the mattery over that 
perfon whom he polTeifes. The fubduer and mafter then of him who in 
valour excels all others, muft himfelf in that virtue excel without exception 
all. Thus we have already fhown the juftice, temperance, and fortitude of 
this God. To fhow his wifdom is yet wanting: and I muft do my beft to 
be no way wanting to my fubjecl. In the firft place then, that I may 
honour my own art, like Eryximachus, with my firft regards, in the wifdom 
of poetry Love is fo great a mafter, that he is able to make anv one a poet 
For, though a man be ever fo much a ftrangcr to the Mufes, yet, as foon as 
his foul is touched by Love, he becomes a poet. It concerns me to lay a 
particular ftrefs on this argument, to prove Love an excellent poet3, in all 
that kind of creative power 4 which is the proper province of the Mufes. 
For no being can impart to another that which itfelf has not, or teach an

other 
1 T o apprehend the wit of this paflage, we mult obferve, that the word has is here ufed in two 

fenfes : in the firft part of the fentence, it means the foul being afr'e&ed with the paflion ; in the next, 
it means the paflion poflefling the foul. There is the fame double meaning of the word habco in 
the Latin, and every modern language derived from it •, and it is no folecifm in Englifli. But there 
feems to be more wit and fmartnefs in a repartee of Ariftippus, in which he played on the fame 
word, though fomewhat differently ; when, on his being reproached with having Lais, a celebrated 
courtezan, for his miftrefs, he replied, E;ca, axx' cu* t^ofxai. True, I have her, that is, enjoy her; 
but fhe has not me ; that is, has me not in her power.—S. 

a Agatho, in this part of his description, ufes the word Love in three different fenfes : firft, as 
it means that fine paifion in the human fpecies only, which, by roufing and improving the faculties 
of the foul, fupplies the want and does the office of genius: next, as it means the paflion, whofe 
power is exerted chiefly in the body, and, by exciting every animal to the work of generation, 
executes the ends for which nature implanted it in them all: laftly, as it means a particular 
genius or flrong bent of the mind from nature to fome particular fludy, which feldom fails of 
improving and perfecting every art.—S. 

3 In this fentence Agatho juftifies the character which Socrate^ had given of him juft before, 
and (hows himfelf a truly polite and well-bred man. Tor, upon his mention of the art of poetry, 
in which he had lately appeared fo excellent, he here modeftly declines the attributing any merit 
in that refpecl to his own poetic genius, as if he was a favourite of the Mufes; and with great 
gallantry transfers the praife, bellowed upon himfelf, to Love ; as if Love, and not the Mufes, had 
jnfp'u'ed him. —S. 

* Plato has here contrived an opportunity for Agatho to play upon a word, or ufc it in more 
p fenfes 



T H E B A N Q U F . T. 497 

other that which itfelf knows not. In the other kind of the creative power, 
the making of animals, it is undeniably to the wifdom of this deity that all 
living things owe their generation and production. Then, for the works of 
the mechanic arts, know we not that every artift who hath Love for his teacher 
becomes eminent and illuftrious ; but that the artift whom Love infpires not 
and animates never riles from obfcurity? The bowman's art, the art of heal
ing, and that of divination, were the inventions of Apollo, under the guidance 
of Love, and the influence of his aufpicious power. So that the God of Wif
dom himfelf, we fee, was the difciple of the God of Love. Prompted by Love , 
the Mufes invented the art of mufic, Vulcan the art of working metals, Minerva 
the art of weaving, and Jupiter the art of well governing the Gods and mortals. 
From the beginning of that aera were the affairs of the Gods well fettled ; 
from the time when Love arofe and interpofed among them,—the Love cer
tainly of beauty ; for diforder and deformity are by no means the objects of 
Love. Antecedent to that time it was, as I obferved before, that thofe many 
fad and ftrange accidents, they tell us, befell the Gods : it was when Neceffity 
reigned and ruled in all things. But as foon as the charms of beauty gave 
birth to the God whom we celebrate, with him rofe every good which bleffes 
either Gods or mortals.—Thus, Phaedrus, in the firfl place Love, as he ap
pears to me, is moft excellent himfelf in beauty and in virtue; in the next 
place, he is the caufe of the like excellencies in other beings. I feel within 
me an inclination to make a verfe or two on this fubject, on the effects 
which Love produces;— 

fenfes than one. For the Greek word growi;, which we have tranflated creative power, fignifies 
not only making or creation, but poetry too : as the word 9ro»jT>i? fignifies both creator and poet. 
Taking advantage of thefe different meanings, Agatho attributes 7 r m w 9 or creation, to each of 
the three kinds of Love mentioned in note 2, p. 486, as the work or effect of each. To the firfl; he 
attributes poetry, an art which creates, as it were, or makes out of nothing real, out of the mere 
imagination of the poet, its own fubject. To the next he juftly afcribes the making or generating 
of animals in a way peculiar to Nature ; who, beginningfrom the fmalleft materials, and collect
ing all the rclt by infenfible degrees from all neighbouring quarters, forming all the while, and 
animating whillt fhe forms, feems to create out of nothing too. And Love, in the fenfe in which 
he ufes the word lad, he no lefs juftly fuppofes to have the principal hand in making the moft 
excellent works of every art, where the artift hath his fubject-mattcr ready created, and lying all 
at once before him, and apparently, therefore, creates nothing but the form.—S. 
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The rugged main he fmooths, the rage of men 
He foftens ; thro* the troubled air he fpreads 
A calm, and lulls the unquiet foul to reft. 

It is he who frees us from referve and ftrangenefs; and who procures us open-
nefs and intimacy: it is he who eftablifhes focial meetings and affemblies, 
fuch as this of ours : in feftival entertainments, in dances, and in feafts, he 
is the manager, the leader, and the founder; introducing courtefy and fweet-
nefs, baniftting rufticity and favagenefs; difpenfing abroad benevolence and 
kindnefs, retraining malignity and ill-will: propitious, gracious, and good 
to all: the admired fpectacle of wife men, the heart-felt delight of Gods: 
the envy of thofe to whofe lot he falls not, the acquifition of fuch only as are 
fortunate : the parent of delicacy and tendernefs, of elegance and grace, of 
attractive charms and amorous defires : obfervant of good, overlooking evil: 
in difficulties, in fears, in (ilent wifhes, and in foft addreffes, the protector, the 
encourager, the patron, and the infpirer : of Gods and men, of all linked to
gether, the beauty and the ornament: a guide to all which is good and ami
able, the beft and the moft charming: whom it is the duty of every one to 
follow; joining in chorus to his praife, or bearing part in that fweet fong 
fang by Love himfelf, with which he foftens the heart and fooths the mind 
of every God and mortal.—This is my fpeech, Phaedrus, which I confecrate 
to Love; a fpeech, partly jocofe and partly ferious, fuch as the beft of my 
poor abilities in wit and eloquence are able to furnifti out. 

When Agatho had done fpeaking, Ariftodemus told me, the room rang 
with the applaufes of the company ; all of them loudly declaring, that 
Agatho's fpeech on Love was worthy of himfelf, and worthy of the God in 
whofe honour it was fpoken.—Upon which Socrates, directing his eyes to 
Eryximachus, faid, Well, what think you now, you fon of Acumenus? 
Think you not that I had good grounds for thofe fears I told you I was 
under ? and that I fpake prophetically, when I faid that Agatho would make 
an admirable fpeech, and that I fhould be driven t 6 diftrefs ?—The firft 
thing, replied Eryximachus, I think you foretold truly, " that Agatho's 
fpeech would be excellent—but the other, that " yourfelf would be driven 
to diftrefs," I do not believe was a true prophecy.—How, my good friend, 

faid 
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faid Socrates, fhould I avoid being at a lofs, and diftrelied for fomething to 
fay ? or how, indeed, could any other perfon, who was to fpeak, after a 
fpeech on the fame fubjeft fo full of beauty and variety ? It was not, I muft 
acknowledge, in all refpe&s, and in all the parts of it, equally admirable : but 
who, that heard the conclufion, could help being aftonifhed at the elegant 
choice of words, and beauty of the di&ion ? For my part, when I confider 
how little I fhall be able to fay any thing that will not fall far fhort of it, I 
fhould be tempted to run away for very fhame, had I any poffibility of mak
ing my efcape. For, whilft he was fpeaking, he put me in mind of Gorgias; 
and, to fay the truth, that which Homer relates ftruck me at that time very 
fenlibly. Now, thought I, what if Agatho fhould at the laft fend forth the 
head of that formidable fpeaker Gorgias ; to affault my imagination; and 

thus 
1 This pafTage in the Greek runs this :—JL<po€ou(At}V fxn pu>i re\tura>v b Ay<x9av Topyiou ttefatov Shvoy 

teyuv BV TW Xoya im rov tpov hoyov mnifya.^ H. T . X. In this, as alfo in the preceding fentence, where 
Gorgias is mentioned, Cornarius would have us read Topyouc, inftead of Fopyiov, and conse
quently, in this laft, Jbvoj inftead of fcivou, referring this attribute to Agatho; and quite infen-
fible, as it feems, to the many ftrokes of humour in this paffage : for he gravely gives this notable 
reafon for his alteration,—that the head of Gorgias, truly, had no fuch power as is here attributed 
to it. But he has forgotten to clear up a fmall difficulty which attends his alteration ; and that 
is, how Agatho the Handfome, for fo he was commonly called, or Agatho's handfome fpeech, 
lhould immediately put Socrates in mind of the Gorgon's head. The train of thought here is 
evidently this : Agatho put Socrates in mind of Gorgias, through the fimilitude of their ftyles ; 
the thought of Gorgias put him in mind of Gorgon, through the fimilitude.of their names; and, 
perhaps, becaufe he thought them both alike Trs^copcc, prodigies ; and the thought of Gorgon, 
brought to bis mind the following paflage in Homer's Odyfley, 1. xi. 

' '• ' epic 3e x*®pw %e°S *V£'> 
Mrj ixoi Topym* xeQaKw foivoto Trehapov, 

E£ ai'&j 7TEfjt,^yeisv ayaw Tlepaetpovsia. 

Pale fear then feized me, and the dreadful thought,— 
—Now fhould the Gorgon's head, that prodigy 
Terrific, by ftem Proferpine be fent, 
Forth from her viewlefs realm, to affault my eyes, 
Vifible in all its horrors !—— 

It is eafy to obferve, that Socrates not only alludes humoroufly to Homer's thought in this pafTage, 
but, to heighten the humour, has ufed feveral of Homer's words. We have followed him in fo 
doing, where it was poflible for us; adapting thefe pafiages one to the other in the tranflation. 

V O L . in . 3 R. But 
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thus (hould, by the conclufion of his fpeech, flop my fpeech, and turn into 
ftone my fpeaking faculties !—I confidered, how ridiculous it was in me to 
profefs myfelf a great mailer in love matters, and confent to bear a part with 
you in making panegyrics on Love, when at the fame time I was entirely 
ignorant of the affair we undertook, and knew not the right way to celebrate 
the praife of any thing. For I was fo filly 1 as to imagine that we ought 
never to fay any thing but what was true in our encomiums on any fubject 
whatever; that the real properties of it were the materials which lay before 
us, as it were, to work on ; and that the bufinefs of a panegyrifl was no
thing more than out of thefe materials to felect the handfomefl and beft, 
and frame them together in the moft fkilful and the beft manner. Prepof-
feffed with this imagination, I had entertained a ftrong opinion that I fhould 
fpeak well on the fubject propofed, becaufe I well knew what praifes were 
with truth to be afcribed to Love. Whereas I now find that this is not 
the right way of making a panegyric; but that, when we praife, we are to 
attribute to our fubject all qualities which are great and good, whether they 
truly belong to it or not. Should our encomiums happen to be falfe, the 

doing, where it was poflible for us; adapting thefe paflages one to the other in the tranflation. 
But in one of the words, an important one to the humour, we found it fcarcely poflible. For the 
word fcivo;, here in Homer, fignifies terrible, or frightful; and the fame word as ufed here by 
Plato fignifies great, weighty, or powerful. Now in Englifh both thefe meanings are not to be 
expreiTed fully and exactly by the fame word. The word " formidable," however, though it 
would weaken the fenfe in Homer, may ferve to exprefs the allufion in Plato to Homer's " terrific." 
This double meaning of the word hivof, and the fimilitude of found between Gorgon and Gorgias, 
or between Topynn [*t<paA»] and Topymm, feem to be humorous imitations of the ftyle of Agatho 
and Gorgias, who were, both of them, fond of fuch puns a n d puerilities. It is neceffary to take 
notice of fome other words in this paflage, becaufe Stephens has thrown in a fufpicion of their not 
being genuine, the words sv rut *oyw,—probably imagining them to be a marginal glofs on the word 
teyttv: whereas they are in truth abfolutely necefTary to the fenfe; Xoya here being oppofed to tpyu, 
to the actual fending forth, and prefenting vifibly, the head of Gorgias. Befides that the omiflion 
of thofe words would much diminifh the glare of another Gorgiafm, which feems intended in 
*rytiv, \oyat and *oyov, the repetition of the words " fpeak" a n d " fpeech."—S. 

1 Socrates, having fatirized Agatho's ftyle, with regard to the affected ornaments of it, and its 
want of fimplicity; but doing it with that delicate and fine humour in which he led the way to 
all the politer fatirifts, particularly to the Roman poet Horace, and our own Addifon; proceeds 
now, in that ironical way peculiar to himfelf, to fatirize the fentiments in Agatho's fpeech, with 
jegard to their want of truth, juftnefs of thought, and pertinence to the fubject.—S. 

9 falfehood 
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falfehood of them, to be fure, is not material. For the propofal, it feems, 
was this, that each of us mould make a panegyric, which, by common con-
fent, was to pafs and be taken for a panegyric made on Love; and not to 
make a panegyric properly belonging to Love, or fuch a one as he truly 
merited. Hence it is, I prefume, that you gather from all quarters every 
topic of praife, and attribute to Love all kinds of perfection ; reprefenting 
him and his operations to be of fuch a nature, that he cannot fail of appear
ing in the higheft degree beautiful and good—to all thofe I mean who are 
unacquainted with him—for he certainly can never be deemed fo by thofe 
who know him: and thus the panegyric is made fine and pompous. But, 
for my part, I was an utter ftrangcr to the compofing of panegyrics after 
this manner ; and in my ignorance it was that I agreed to be one of the 
compofers. Only with my tongue, therefore, did I engage myfelf: my 
mind was no party to the agreement. And fo farewell to it; for I fhall 
never make panegyrics in this way : I fhould not, indeed, know how. Not 
but that I am ready to fpeak the truth concerning the fubject propofed, if 
you have any inclination to hear it, and if 1 may be allowed to fpeak after 
my own manner; for I mean not to fet my fpeech in competition with any 
of yours, and fo 1 un the rifk of being defervedly laughed at. Confider, there
fore, Phaedrus, for t is your affair, whether fuch a kind of fpeech as you 
have to expect from >e would be agreeable to you ; and whether you would 
like to hear the truth poken concerning Love in terms no higher than are 
adequate and fitting, .nd with fuch a difpofition of the feveral particulars as 
fhall happen to arif, from the nature of the fubject. Phaedrus, then, and the 
reft of the company, made it their joint requeft to him, that he would fpeak 
in the manner which he himfelf judged to be the moft proper.—But ftay, 
faid Socrates; give me leave firft to propofe to Agatho a few queftions ; that, 
after we have agreed together on fome neceffary premifes, I may the better 
proceed to what I have to fay. You have my confent, faid Phaedrus; fo pro
pofe your queftions.—Socrates then, as Ariftodemus told me, began in this 
manner:— 

INTRODUCTION TO THE SPEECH OF SOCRATES. 

IN my opinion, my friend Agatho, you began your fpeech well, in fay
ing that we ought in the firft place to fet forth the nature of Love, what he 
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is in himfelf, and afterward to mow his effects, and what he operates in: 
others. This introduction of yours I much approve of. Now, then, tell 
me further concerning Love : and fince you have fo fairly and amply di-
fplayed the other parts of his nature and character, anfwer me alfo to this 
queftion, whether Love is a being of fuch a kind as to be of fomething1; or 
whether he is of nothing ? I afk you not, whether he is of fome father or 
mother; for the queftion, whether Love is the love of father or mother, 
would be ridiculous; but I mean it in the fame fenfe as if the fubject of my 
queftion was the very thing now mentioned, that is, a father; and the quef
tion itfelf was, whether a father was the father of fomething, or not: in 
this cafe you would certainly anfwer, if you anfwered rightly, that a father 
was the father of a fon or of a daughter:—would you not ?—-Certainly I 

" fhould, faid Agatho.—And an anfwer of the fame kind you would give me, 
faid Socrates, if I afked you concerning a mother.—Agatho again affented; 
—Anfwer me now, faid Socrates, to a queftion or two more, that you majr 
the better apprehend my meaning. Suppofe I were to afk you concerning 
a brother, with regard to that very circumftance, his being a brother, is he 
brother to fome perfon or not ?—Agatho anfwered in the affirmative.—î nd 
is not this perfon, faid Socrates, either a brother or a fifter ?—To which when 
Agatho had affented, Try then, faid Socrates, to tell me concerning Love; 
is it the love of nothing, or of fomething ?—Of fomething, by all means, rê  
plied Agatho.—Whatever you think that fomething to be, faid Socrates, for 
the prefent keep your thought to yourfelf; only remember it. And let me 
afk y this queftion further, relating to Love: Does Love defire that 
fomething of which it is the love, or does it not ?—Defires it, anfwered 
Agatho, without doubt.—Whether, when poffeffed of that which it defires, 
of that which it is in love with, does it then defire it ? or only when not pof. 
feffed of it ?—Only when not poffeffed of it, it is probable, replied Agatho. 
—Inftead of being probable, faid Socrates, confider if it be not neceffary that 
every being which feels any defire fhould defire only that which it is in 
want of; and that as far as any being is free from want, fo far it muft be 
free alfo from defire. Now to me, Agatho, this appears in the higheft 

* That is, whether his nature is abfolute, not of neceflity inferring the coexiftence of any other 
being ; or whether it is relative, in which the being of fome correlative is implied.—S. 

degree 
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degree neceflary. But how does it appear to you ?—To me in the fame 
manner, replied Agatho.—You fay well, faid Socrates. I afk you then, 
Gaii a man whofe fize is large wifh to be a man of large fize ? or a man 
who is ftrong, can he wifh to be ftrong ?—The impoflibility of this, replied 
Agatho, follows from what we have juft now agreed in. For the man who 
is-what he would wifh to be, muft in that refpect, and fo far, be free from 
want. —True, faid Socrates: for, if it were poflible that the ftrong could 
wifh to be ftrong, the fwift wifh to be fwift, and the healthy wifh to be 
healthy, one might then perhaps imagine it equally poflible in all cafes of 
the like kind, that fuch as are poffeffed of any thing good or advantageous 
could defire that which they already have. I mention this in general, to-
prevent our being impofed upon. For the perfon who enjoys any of thefe 
advantages, if you confider, Agatho, muft appear to you to have of neceffity 
at prefent that which he has, whether he wills it, or not: and how can this 
ever be the object of his defire ? Should any man, therefore, fay thus : I, who 
am now in health, defire to be healthy ; or, I, who now have riches, defire 
to be rich, and long for thofe very things which I have ; we fhould make 
him this reply You mean, friend, you that are at prefent poffeffed of riches, 
or health, or ftrength, would be glad to continue in pofleflion of them al-. 
ways: for at this prefent you poffefs them, whether you will or not. When 
you fay, therefore, that you defire what is prefent with you, confider, whe
ther you mean any other thing than this ; you would be glad that what i» 
prefent with you now might be prefent with you for the time to come. 
Would he not acknowledge, think you, that this was his only meaning * ?— 
Agatho agreed that he would.—This then, faid Socrates, is to love and 
defire that from which he is now at fome diftance, neither as yet has he; and 
that is, the preferving of what he pofleffes at the prefent, and his continuing 
in poffeffion of it for the future.—It certainly is fo, replied Agatho.—This 
man, therefore, faid Socrates, and every one who feels defire, defires that 
which lies not ready for his enjoyment, that which is not prefent with him, 

1 In Stephens's edition of the original we here read, axxo n b^oXoyoC av, as if the confeflion was 
demanded from Agatho in his own perfon. In all the former editions, however, it is rightly-
printed, bfioXoyoir at. But we prefume they r.re ail wrong in giving us a X A o T i .[ha &/C<J>] inftead 
of ateori \jSC hoi] whether ; milled probably by the preceding fentence, where a * t o ri fignifies any 
other thing,and is therefore rightly there divided into two words.—S. , 

that . t 
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that which he has not, that which he himfelf is not, and that which he is in 
want of; fuch things only being the objects of love and of defire.—Agatho to 
this entirely affented.—Come the.n, faid Socrates, let us agree upon thefe 
conclufions : Is not Love, in the firft place, love of fomething ? in the next 
place, is it not love of that which is wanting?—Clearly fo, replied Aga
tho.—Now then, faid Socrates, recollect what it was you told us in your fpeech 
was the proper object of Love. But I, if you pleafe, will remind you of it. 
I think you faid fomething like this, " that the affairs of the Gods were put 
in good order, and well eftablifhed, through love of things beautiful : for 
that things of oppofite kind to thefe could never be the objects of love." 
Did you not tell us fome fuch thing ?—I own it, anfwered Agatho.—You 
own the truth, my good friend, replied Socrates. Now, if this be as you 
fay, muft not Love be love of beauty, and not of deformity ?—I agree, faid 
Agatho.—And have you not agreed too, faid Socrates, that Love is love of 
fomething which is wanting, and not of any thing poffeffed already ?—True, 
replied Agatho.—It follows then, faid Socrates, that Love is not in poffeffion, 
but in want, of beauty.—It follows of neceffity, faid Agatho.—Well then, 
faid Socrates, that to which beauty is abfolutely wanting, that which is 
totally unpoffeffed of beauty, do you call that beautiful ?—Certainly not, re
plied Agatho.—Are you ftill then, faid Socrates, of the fame opinion, that 
Love is beautiful, if we have reafoned rightly ?—Agatho then made anfwer: 
I am in danger, Socrates, of being found ignorant in the fubject I undertook 
to praife.—You have honeftly and fairly fpoken, faid Socrates. And 
now anfwer me to this little queftion more: Think you not that every 
thing good is alfo fair and beautiful ?—I do, replied Agatho.—If then, faid 
Socrates, Love be in want of beauty, and if every thing good be fair and 
beautiful, Love muft be in want of good too.—I am not able, replied Aga
tho, to argue againft you, Socrates ; and therefore I admit it to be true what 
you fay.—You are not able, my beloved Agatho, faid Socrates, to argue 
againft the truth : for to argue againft Socrates is nothing difficult. And 
here fhall I difmifs you from being further queftioned. But the difcourfe 
concerning Love, which I heard formerly from Diotima the prophctefs, a 
woman wife and knowing in thefe and many other fubjects ; fo profoundly 
knowing, that when the plague feemed to be approaching Athens, and when 
the people offered facrifice to avert it, fhe caufed the coming of that diftemper 

to. 
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to be delayed for the fpace of ten years; (me it was who inftructed me i n 
the knowledge of all tilings that appertain to Love;) a difcourfe, I fay, on 
this fubject, which I once heard from her, I will try if I can relate again to 
you ; laying down, for the foundation of it, thofe points agreed on juft now 
between me and Agatho; but purpofing, however, to relate the whole of this 
by myfelf, as well as I am able. 

THE SPEECH OF SOCRATES. 

RIGHT and proper is it, Agatho, to follow the method marked out by 
you ; in the firft place, to declare what kind of a being Love is, and after
wards to fhow what are the effects produced by him. Now I think the 
eafieft way that I can take, in executing this plan, will be to lay before you 
the whole of this doctrine in the very manner and order in which I myfelf 
was examined and lectured on the fubject by Diotima. She began with me, 
on my faying to her much the fame things that were afferted juft now by 
Agatho ; that Love was a deity excellent in goodnefs, and was alfo one of 
thofe who were fair and beautiful. And fhe refuted me with the fame 
arguments I have made ufe of to refute Agatho; proving to me that Love, 
according to my own account of him, was neither beautiful nor good. 
How fay you, Diotima ? then faid I. Is Love an ugly and an evil being?— 
Soft, replied fhe ; no abufive language : do you imagine that every being who 
is not beautiful, muft of courfe be ugly ?—Without doubt, anfwered I.—And 
every being who is not wife, faid fhe, do you conclude it muft be ignorant ? 
Do you not fee there is fomething between wifdom and ignorance 1 ?—I 
afked her, what that could be.—To think of things rightly, as being what 
they really are, without being able to affign a reafon why they are fuch. 
Do you not perceive, faid fhe, that this is not to have the fcience or true 
knowledge of them ? For, where the caufe or reafon of a thing remains un
known % how can there be fcience? Nor yet is it ignorance: for that 

which 
1 See the Meno near the conclufion, and the fifth and feventh books of the Republic. It 

may fuflice for the prefent to obferve, that true opinion is a medium between wifdom properly 
fo called, i. e. an intellectual knowledge of the caufes and principles of things, and igno
rance .— I*. 

* We have here taken the liberty to paraphrafe a little, for the fake of rendering this pafTage 
more 
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which errs not from the truth, how mould that be ignorance ? Such then is 
right opinion, fomething between wifdom and ignorance.—You are cer
tainly in the right, faid I.—Deem it not neceflary then, faid fhe, that what 
is not beautiful fhould be ugly ; or that what is not good muff of confe
quence be evil. To apply this to the cafe of Love ; though you have agreed, 
he is neither good nor beautiful, yet imagine not he muft ever the more on 
that account be ugly and evil; but fomething between thofe oppofites.— 
Well, faid I, but he is acknowledged by all to be a powerful God, however.—-
By all who know him, do you mean, faid fhe, or by all who know him not ?— 
By all univerfally, replied I.—Upon which fhe fmiled, and faid, How, 
Socrates, fhould he be acknowledged a powerful God by thofe who abfo-
lutely deny his divinity ?—Who are they ? faid 1.—You yourfelf, replied 
fhe, are one of them, and I am another.—Explain your meaning, faid I.— 
My meaning, faid fhe, is eafy to be explained. For anfwer me to this 
queftion : Say you not that the Gods are, all of them, bleft and happy ? 
or would you offer to fay of any one of the Gods, that he was not a bleft 
and happy being ?—Not I, for my part, faid I, by Jupiter.—By a happy 
being, faid fhe, do you not mean a being poffeffed of things fair* beautiful 
and good ?—It is granted, anfwered I.—And you granted before, faid fhe, 
that Love, from his indigence and want of things good and'beautiful, defired 
thofe things of which he was deftitute.—I allowed it.—How then, faid fhe, 
can he be a God, he who is deftitute of things fair, beautiful and good ?— 
.It appears, faid I, that he by no means can.—You fee then, faid fhe, that, 
even in your own judgment, Love is no God.—What! faid I, muft Love 
then be a mortal ?—Far from that, replied fhe.—Of what nature was he 
then? I afked her.—Of like kind, anfwered fhe, with thofe natures we have 
juft now been fpeaking of, an intermediate one, between the mortal and 

more eafy to be under flood. In the Greek it runs thus, a X o y o v yap irpaypa <zra>{ ay u>j tTTicrrrtfin; 
Ariftotle expreffes the fajne meaning in the fame concife way, thus, fura xoyou yap r) tvicrr^. 
Ethic. Nicomach. lib. vi. cap. 6. where Xoyc is the fame thing with that which Plato in his 
Meno calls icyta-pos ama?, that is, the rational account of a thing, deriving it from its caufe. 
For the caufe [the formal caufe] of every particular truth is fome general truth, in which that 
particular is virtually included. Accordingly, in a per ft ft fyllogifm we may fee the truth of the 
conclufion virtually included in the truth of the major propofition. Nor can we properly be faid 
to know any one truth, till we fee the whole of that higher truth, in which the particular one is 
^contained .^-*S. 
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the immortal.—But what in particular, O Diotima r—A g r e a t daemon r , 
replied 

1 The following admirable account of Love, in which it is fhown why he is called by Plato a 
great daemon, is from the MS. commentary of Proclus on the Firfl: Alcibiadcs : 

There are different properties of different Gods : for fome are artificers of wholes, of the form 
of beings, and of their efTential ornament: but others are the fuppliers of life, and are the fources 
of its various genera: but others preferve the unchangeable order, and guard the indiflbluble con
nection of things: and others, laftly, who are allotted a different power, preferve all things by 
their beneficent energies. In like manner every amatory order is the caufe to all things of con
verfion to divine beauty, leading back, conjoining, and eftablifhing all fecondary natures in the 
beautiful, rcplenifhing them.from thence, and irradiating all things with the gifts of its light. On 
this account it is afferted in The Banquet that Love is a great daemon, becaufe Love firfl demon
ftrates in itfelf a power of this kind, and is the medium between the object of defire and the 
defiring nature, and is the caufe of the converfion of fubfequent to prior natures. The whole 
amatory feries, therefore, being eftablifhed in the veftibule of the caufe of beauty, calls upwards 
all things to this caufe, and forms a middle progreflion between the object of Love and the 
natures which are recalled by Love. Hence it pre-eftablifhes in itfelf the exemplar of the whole 
daemoniacal order, obtaining the fame middle fituation among the Gods as daemons between 
divine and mortal natures. Since, therefore, every amatory feries poffefles this property among 
the Gods, we muft confider its uniform and occult fummit as ineffably eftablifhed in the firft 
orders of the Gods, and conjoined with the firft and intelligible beauty ; but its middle procefs 
as fhining forth among the fupermundane Gods, with an intellectual condition ; but its third 
progreflion as pofleffing an exempt power among the liberated Gods; and its fourth as mul-
tifarioufly diftributed about the world, producing many orders and powers from itfelf, and diftri-
buting gifts of this kind to the different parts of the world. But after the unific and firft prin
ciple of Love, and after the tripartite effence perfected from thence, a various multitude of Loves 
(nines forth with divine light, from whence the choirs of angels are filled with Love; and the 
herds of daemons full of this God attend on the Gods who are recalled to intelligible beauty. 
Add too, that the army of heroes, together with daemons and angels, are agitated about the partici
pation of the beautiful with divine bacchanalian fury. Laftly, all things are excited, revive and 
flourifli, through the influx of the beautiful. But the fouls of fuch men as receive an infpiration 
of this kind, and are naturally allied to the God, affiduoufly move about beauty, and fall into the 
realms of generation, for the purpofe of benefiting more imperfect fouls, and providing for thofe 
natures which require to be faved. The Gods indeed and the attendants on the Gods, abiding in 
their proper habits, benefit all following natures, and convert them to themfelves: but the fouls of 
men defcending, and touching on the coaft of generation, imitate the beneficent providence of the 
Gods. As, therefore, fouls eftablifhed according to fome other God defcend with purity into the 
regions of mortality, and benefit fouls that revolve in it; and fome indeed benefit more imperfect 
fouls by prophecy, others by my flic ceremonies, and others by divine medicinal fkill: fo likewife fouls 
that choofe an amatory life are moved about the deity who prefides over beautiful natures, for 
the purpofe of taking care of well-born fouls. But from apparent beauty they are led back to 
divine beauty, and together with themfelves elevate thofe who are the objects of their love. 

VOL. m. 3 s And 
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replied me. For the daemon-kind 1 is of an intermediate nature between 
the divine and the human.—What is the power and virtue, faid I, of this 

intermediate 

And this alfo divine Love primarily effects in intelligibles: for he unites hjmfelf to the 
object of love, extends to it the participants of his power, and inferts in all things one 
bond, and one indiflbluble friendfhip with each other, and with the beautiful itfelf. Souls, 
therefore, poffefTed with love, and participating the infpiration thence derived, in confe
quence of ufing an undented vehicle, are led from apparent to intelligible beauty, and make 
this the end of their energy. Likewife enkindling a light in more imperfect fouls, they alfo lead 
thefe back to a divine nature, and are divinely agitated together with them about the fountain of 
all-perfect beauty. 

But fuch fouls as from a perverfe education fall from the gift which is thence derived, but are 
allotted an amatory nature, thefe, through their ignorance of true beauty, are bufily employed about 
that which is material and divifible, at which alfo they are aftonifhed in confequence of not 
knowing the paflion which they fuffer. ^ Hence they abandon every thing divine, and gradually 
decline into impiety and the darknefs of matter. They appear indeed to haftcn to a union with 
the beautiful, in the fame manner as perfectly amatory fouls j but they are ignorant of the union, 
and tend to a diflipated condition of life, and to the fea of diflimilitude. They are alfo conjoined 
with the bafe itfelf, and material privation of form. For where are material natures able to per
vade through each other ? Or where is apparent beauty, putt and genuine, being thus mingled 
with matter, and replete with the deformity of its fubject ? Some fouls, therefore, genuinely 
participate the gifts of Love, and by others thefe gifts are perverted. For as according to Plo* 
tinus the defluxion of intellect produces craft, and an erroneous participation of wifdom fophiftryj 
fo likewife the illumination of Love, when it meets with a depraved recipient, produces a tyrannic 
and intemperate life. 

After this, in another part of the fame admirable commentary, he prefents us, as he fays, with 
fome of the more arcane affertions concerning Love ; and thefe are as follow: 

Love is neither to be placed in the firft nor among the laft of beings. Not in the firft, becaufe 
the object of Love is fuperior to Love : nor yet among the laft, becaufe the lover participates 
of Love. It is requifite, therefore, that Love Ihould be eftablifhcd between the object of love 
and the lover, and that it Ihould be pofterior to the beautiful, but prior to every nature endued 
with love. Where then does it firft fubfift ? How does it extend itfelf through the univerfej 
and with what monads does it leap forth ? 

There are three hypoftafes, therefore, among the intelligible and occult Gods ; and the firft 
indeed is characterized by the gcod, underftanding the good itfelf) and refiding in that place where 
according to the oracle the paternal monad abides: but the fecond is characterized by wifdonr, 
where the firft intelligence flourifhes; and the third by the beautiful, where, as Timaeus fays, the moft 
beautiful of intelligibles abides. But there are three monads according to thefe intelligible caufes 
fubfifting uniformly according to caufe in intelligibles, but firft unfolding themfelves into light 

in 
1 For a copious account of daemons, their nature, fpecies, and employments, fee the fecond 

Note on the Fit ft Alcibiades. 
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intermediate kind of being ?—To tranfmit and to interpret to the Gods, faid 
(he, 

in the Ineffable order * of the Gods, I mean/////;, t r u t h , and love. And faith indeed eftablifhes 
all things in good ; but truth unfolds all the knowledge in beings; and laftly, love converts all 
things, and congregates them into the nature of the beautiful. This triad indeed thence proceeds 
through all the orders of the Gods, and imparts to all things by its light a union with intelligible 
itfelf. It alfo unfolds itfelf differently in different orders, every where combining its powers with 
the idioms of the Gods. And among fome it fubfifts ineffably, incomprehenfibly, and uni-
fically; but among others, as the caufe of connecting and binding ; and among others, as endued 
with a perfective and forming power. Here again it fubfifts intellectually and paternally; there, 
in a manner entirely motive, vivific, and effective: here, as governing and affimilating ; there, in 
a liberated and undefiled manner; and elfewhere, according to a multiplied and divifive mode. 
Love, therefore, fupernally defcends from intelligibles to mundane concerns, calling all things 
upwards to divine beauty. Truth alfo proceeds through all things, illuminating all things with 
knowledge. And laftly, faith proceeds through the univerfe, eftablifhing all things unically in 
good. Hence the oracles affert that all things are governed by, and abide in, thefe. And on this 
account they order Theurgifts to conjoin themfelves to divinity through this triad. Intelligible* 
themfelves, indeed, do not require the amatory medium, on account of their ineffable union. But 
where there is a union and feparation of beings, there alfo Love abides. For it is the binder and 
conciliator of natures pofterior and prior to itfelf; but the convenor of fubfequent into prior, and 
the anagogic and perfecting caufe of imperfect natures. 

The oracles, therefore, fpeak of Love as binding, and refiding in all things: and hence, if it 
connects all things, it alfo copulates us with the governments of daemons. But Diotima calls 
Love a great daemon, becaufe it every where fills up the medium between defiring and defirable 
-natures. And, indeed, that which is the object of Love vindicates to itfelf the firft order, but 
that which loves is in the third order from the beloved object. Laftly, Love ufurps a middle fitua-
tion between each, congregating and collecting together that which defires and that which is 
defired, and filling fubordinate from better natures. But among the intelligible and occult Gods 
it unites intelligible intellect to the firft and fecret beauty by a certain life better than intelli
gence. Hence, the theologift of the Greeks calls this Love blind; for he fays " feeding in his 
breaft blind, rapid Love :" noifjuxivuv nrpaiti^taoiv avo/xparoi uxuv epura. But in natures pofterior 
to intelligibles, it imparts by illumination an indiffoluble bond to all things perfected by itfelf: for 
a bond is a certain union, but accompanied with much feparation. On this account the oracles 
are accuftomed to call the fire of this Love a copulator : for, proceeding from intelligible intellect, 
it binds all following natures with each other, and with itfelf. Hence, it conjoins all the Gods 
with intelligible beauty, and daemons with Gods; but it conjoins us with both Gods and daemons. 
In the Gods, indeed, it has a primary fubfiftence, in daemons a fecondary one, and in partial 
fouls a fubfiftence through a certain third proceffion from principles. Again, in the Gods it 
fubfifts above effence: for every genus of Gods is fupereffential. But in daemons it fubfifts accord
ing to effence; and in fouls according to illumination. And this triple order appears fimilar to 

* \. t. In the fummit of that order which is called intelligible and at the fame time intellectual. 
3 s 2 the 
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fhe, what comes from men; and to men, in like manner, what comes from the 
Gods ; from men their petitions and their facrifices; from the Gods, in return, 
the revelation of their will. Thus thefe beings, /landing in the middle rank 
between divine and human, fill up the vacant fpace, and link together all in
telligent nature. Through their intervention proceeds every kind of divination, 
and the prieflly art relating to facrifices, and the myfteries and incantations, 
with the whole of divination and magic. For divinity is not mingled with man; 
but by means of that middle nature is carried on allconverfe and communica
tion between the Gods and mortals, whether in fleep or waking. Whoever has 
wifdom and ikill in things of this kind is a daemoniacal man: the knowing and 
fkilful in any other thing, whether in the arts, or certain manual operations,, 
are illiberal and fordid. Thefe daemons are many and various. One of 
them is Love.—But, faid I, from what parents was he born?—The hiftory 
of his parentage, replied fhe, is fome what long to relate : however, I will 
give you the relation. At the birth of Venus, the Gods, to celebrate that 
event, made a feaft; at which was prefent, amongft the reft, Plenty f , the 

fon 
the triple power of intellect. For one intellect fubfifts as imparticipable, being exempt from all-
partial genera ; but another as participated, of which alfo the fouls of the Gods participate as of 
a better nature; and another is from this ingenerated in fouls, and which is, indeed, their per
fection. And thefe three diftinctions of intellect Timaeus himfelf fignifies. That Love, there
fore, which fubfifts in the Gods muft be confidered as analogous to imparticipable intellect: for 
this is exempt from all the beings which receive and are illuminated by its nature. But demoni
acal Love is analogous to participated intellect: for this is eflential, and is perfected from itfelf,. 
in the fame manner as participated intellect is proximately refident in fouls. And the third 
Love is analogous to intellect which fubfifts as a habit, and which inferts an illumination in fouls. 
Nor is it unjuflly that we confider Love as coordinate with this intellectual difference : for in in
telligible intellect it poflefles its firft and occult hypoftafis: and if it thence leaps forth, it is alfo 
eftabliftied there according to caufe. And it appears to me that Plato, finding that intelligible 
intellect was called by Orpheus both Love and a great Daemon, was himfelf pleafed to celebrate 
Love in a fimilar manner. Very properly, therefore, does Diotima call it a great daemon ; and 
Socrates conjoins the difcourfe about Love with that concerning Daemons. For, as every thing 
demoniacal is fufpended from the amatory medium, fo alio the difcourfe concerning a demoniacal 
nature is conjoined with that concerning Love, and is allied to it. For Love is a medium between 
the object of love and the lover; and a daemon is a medium between man and divinity.—T. 

1 By Plenty, the fon of Counfel, we muft underftand that divine caufe of abundance which fub
fifts in Jupiter the demiurgus of the world. For Jupiter is called Mnng, or Counfel, by Orpheus, 
as. we are informed by Proclus in Tim. p. 1 0 2 . Poverty is Matter, which in itfelf is deftitute of 

8 all 
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fon of Counfel. After they had fupped, Poverty came a-begging, an abun
dance of dainties being there, and loitered about the door. Juft then Plenty, 
intoxicated with nectar *, (for as yet wine1 was not) went out into the 
gardens of Jupiter; and oppreifed with the load of liquor that he had drunk, 
fellafleep3. Poverty, therefore, defiring through her indigence to have a 
child from Plenty, artfully lay down by him, and became with child of Love. 
Hence it is that Love is the conftant follower and attendant of Venus, as 
having been begotten on the birth-day of that Goddefs : being alfo, by his 
natural difpofition, fond of all beauty, he is the more attached to Venus her
felf on account of her being beautiful. Now, as Love is the fon of Plenty 
and of Poverty, the condition of his life and fortune is as follows : In the 
firft place, he is always poor; and is far from being either fair or tender, as 
the multitude imagine him ; for he is rough, and hard, and dry, without 
fhoes to his feet, and without a houfe or awy covering to his head; always 
grovelling on the earth, and lying on the bare ground, at doors, and in the 
ftreets, in the open air ; partaking thus of his mother's difpofition, and living 
in perpetual want. On the other hand, he derives from his father's fide 
qualities very different from thofe others : for hence it is that he is full of 
deligns upon the good and the fair : hence it is that he is courageous,, 
fprightly, and prompt to action ; a mighty fportfman, always contriving 
fome new device to entrap his game : much addicted to thought, and fruit
ful in expedients ; all his life philofophizing ; powerful in magic and enchant
ment, nor lefs fo in fophiftry. His nature is not mortal, in the common. 

all things, hut is filled as far as it can be filled from Plenty, whofe overflowing fullnefs terminates 
rn its dark and rebounding feat. Plato, therefore, in Calling Love the offspring of Plenty and 
Poverty, appears to comprehend its whole feries. For Love, confidered as the fame with Defire, 
is, according to its fubfiftence in Jupiter, the fon of Plenty ; but, according to its ultimate fubfift
ence, it is the offspring of Matter: for Matter alfo delires good, though her defire is moft debile 
and evanefecnt. But by Poverty being pregnant with Love at the birth of Venus, Plato occultly 
intimates that the divine abundance in the demiurgus of the world proceeds into matter in con* 
junction with the illuminations of divine beauty.—T. 

1 Intoxication with nectar fignifies that dcific energy through which divine natures are enabled 
to provide immutably for all things.—T. 

This fignifies nothing more than that wine belongs to the fenfible, and not to the intelligible 
world. By the gardens of Jupiter, we may conceive that the fplendour, grace, and empyrxan 
beauty of the demiurgic illuminations of the maker of the univerfe are fignified.—T. 

3 Sleep, when applied to divine natures, fignifies an energy feparate from fenfibles.—T. 

way 
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way of mortality, nor yet is it immortal, after the manner of the immortal 
Gods ; for fometimes, in one and the fame day, he lives and flourifhes, when 
he happens to fare well; and prefently afterwards he dies; and foon after 
that revives again, as partaking of his father's nature. Whatever abundance 
flows in upon him is continually ftealing away from him : fo that Love is 
never abfolutely in a ftate either of affluence or of indigence. Again, he is 
feated in the midft between Wifdom and Ignorance. For the cafe is this 
with regard to wifdom :—None of the Gods philofophize, or defire to become 
wife ; for they are fo ; and if there be any other being befide the Gods who 
is truly wife, neither does fuch a being philofophize. Nor yet does philo-
fophy, or the fearch of Wifdom, belong to the Ignorant *. For on this very 
account is the condition of Ignorance fo wretched, that notwithstanding fhe 
is neither fair, good, nor wife, yet fhe thinks fhe has no need of any kind of 
amendment or improvement. So that the ignorant, not imagining them
felves in need, neither feek nor defire that which they think they want not. 
—Who are they then, O Diotima, faid I, who philofophize, if they are nei
ther the wife nor the ignorant ?—That is evident, faid fhe : even a child 
may now difcover that they muft be fuch as ftand in the middle rank of being; 
in the number of whom is Love. For wifdom is among the things of higheft 
beauty; and all beauty is the object of love. It follows therefore of ne
ceffity, that Love is a philofopher, or a lover of wifdom ; and that, as fuch, 
he ftands between the adept in wifdom and the wholly ignorant. This, as 
well as all the reft of his condition, is owing to his parentage; as he derives 
his birth from a father wife and rich in all things, and from a mother un-
wife and in want of all things. Such, dear Socrates, is the nature of this 
daemon. But that you had other thoughts of that being, whom you took for 
"Love, is not at all furprifing. For, if I may guefs from the defci iption you 
gave of him yourfelf, you feem to have taken for Love that which is beloved, 
not that which loves: and from this miftake it arofe, as I imagine, that 
Love appeared to you in all refpedls fo beauteous. For the object of love, 
the amiable, is truly beauteous and delicate, is perfect: and completely bleft. 
But to the fubject of love, the lover, belongs a different nature, fuch a 

1 This paflage in the Greek original is thus printed: auro yap icuro ttrn xaXtitoM apaliiai but 
we ^refume that either the laft word of thefe fhould be printed a/xaOia, figuratively meaning 
ofAaQiif or ehe, that the firft words fhould be thus printed, avru yap TOVTW.—S. 

one 
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one as I have defcribed to you.—Be it granted fuch, Diotima, faid I; for 
what you tell me bids fair to be the truth. But now, fuch being his nature, 
of what advantage is he to human kind ?—This, Socrates, faid fhe, in the 
next place, I fhall do my beft to teach you. Already then it appears what 
kind of being Love is, and of what parents he was born : and that his object, 
is beauty you yourfelf have afTerted. Now what anfwer fhall we make 
fhould we be afked this queftion, "O Socrates and Diotima! how or 
in what refpect mean ye, when ye fay that beauty is the object of Love ? "— 
To exprefs the meaning of my queftion in plainer terms, faid fhe, What 
is it which the lover of beauty longs for ?—To be in pofTeftion, faid I, of the 
beloved beauty.—Your anfwer, faid fhe, draws on a further queftion: What 
will be the ftate or condition of that man who is in pofTeffion of his beloved-
beauty?—I told her, I could by no means anfwer readily to fuch a queftion.— 
Suppofe then, faid fhe, that changing the fubject of the queftion, and putting 
good in the place of beauty, one were to afk you thus, and fay, Anfwer me,. 
Socrates, to this queftion, What is it which the lover of good longs for ?— 
To be in pofTeffion of that good, anfwered I.—And what, fhe afked me again,, 
will be the ftate of that man who is in pofTeffion of good ?—This, faid I, is 
a queftion I can anfwer with much lefs difficulty, thus : that fuch a man will 
be happy.—Right, faid fhe ; for by the poffeffing of good things it is that 
the happy are in that happy ftate which they enjoy. Nor is there any room 
to queftion further, and afk, Why, or for the fake of what, a man wifhes to 
be happy; but a conclufive anfwer appears to have been given, fully fat is-
factory.—True, faid I, without difputc.—Now this wifhing. and this long
ing, faid fhe, let me afk you, whether in your opinion it is common to all 
men ; whether you think that all wifh to be always in poffeffion of thing? 
good; or how otherwife?—I think juft fo, replied I, that fuch a wifh is 
common to all.—Well then,. Socrates, faid fhe, muft we not acknowledge 
that all men are in love ; feeing that the affections of them all are always 
fixed on the fame things? or fhall we fay that fome are in love, and fome 
are not ?—It is a thought,, faid I, which, I confefs, a little furprifes me.— 
Be not furprifed, (aid fhe ; for the cafe is nothing more than this, that the 
name of love, which belongs to all love in general, we appropriate to one 
particular kind of love, fingled out from the others, which we diftinguifh 
by other names.—To make me conceive your meaning more perfectly, faid 

I, can_. 
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I, cannot you produce fome other cafe parallel to this ?—T can, faid fhe. 
The following cafe is parallel: Making or creating, you know, comprehends 
many kinds of operation. For all caufe by which any thing proceeds out 
of non-being into being1 is creation. So that all the operations and all 
the works executed through any of the arts, are indeed fo many creations: 
and all the artilfs and the workmen are real creators, makers, or poets.— 
True, faid I.—And yet you know, continued fhe, they are not all of them 
called poets or makers, but are diftinguifhed by different names: whilft one. 
particular kind of creation, that which is performed in metre through the 
Mufe's art, is fingled out from the other kinds ; and the name, to which 
they have all an equal right, is given to that alone. For that alone is called 
poefy or making: and the artifts in this fpecies of creation only are pecu
liarly diftinguifhed by the name of poets or makers.—Perfe£tly right, faid I. 
—Juft fo is it then in the cafe of Love, faid fhe. Univerfally all defire o£ 
things good, and all that longing after happinefs, which is in every individual 
of human kind, is the mighty Deity of Love, who by fecret ways and ftra-
tagems fubdues and governs the hearts of all. His votaries in many various 
ways, fuch as thofe engaged in the purfuit of wealth, or ftrength of body, or 
wifdom, are not faid to be in love ; nor is the name of lover allowed to 
any fuch. But to thofe only who are devoted to Love in one particular way, 
and addict themfelves to one certain fpecies of love, we appropriate thofe 
terms of love, and lovers, and the being in love, which ought to be con
fidered as general terms, applicable in common to all the different kinds.— 
In all appearance, faid I, you are entirely in the right.—She proceeded, how
ever, to confirm the truth of what fhe had faid, in the following manner :— 
There is a faying, continued fhe, that lovers are in fearch of the other half 
of themfelves. But my doctrine is, that we love neither the half, nor even 
the whole of ourfelves, if it happen not, my friend, fome way or other to be 

1 Being does not here fignify being or entity in general, but the particular form or eflence of 
any thing, the being what it is. So non-being, juft before, does not fignify abfolute non-entity, but 
the non-being of fome particular thing, or the want of fome form, which is afterwards introduced 
into cxiftence. Accordingly creation, immediately after, fignifits not what is now-a-days gene
rally underftood by that term, a making of fomething out of mere nothing; for Plato feems to 
have had no notion of the poflibility of this; but here is to be underftood the making fome form 
or being, in the fenfe juft now mentioned, newly to exift, a particular one, which exiftcd not 
before.—S. 

good, 
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good. For we are willing to have our feet and our hands cut off, though 
our own, if we deem them incurably and abfolutcly evil. It is not to what 
is their own that men have fo ftrong an attachment, nor do they treat it fo 
tenderly on that account, unlefs there be a man who thinks good to be his 
own, and properly belonging to him, but evil to be foreign to his nature. 
80 true is it, that there is no other object of love to man than good alone. 
Or do you think there is?—By Jupiter, faid I, there appears to me no other.— 
Is this now fufficient for us? faid fhe : and have we done juftice to our ar
gument if we finifli it with this fimple and {lender conclufion, that all men 
love what is good?—Why not? faid I.—What ? faid fhe; muft we not add 
this, that they long to have pofTeffion of the loved good ?—This, faid I, muft 
be added.—And not only now to have pofTeffion of it, faid fhe again, but 
to have pofTeffion of it for ever too ; muft not this be added further?—This 
further, faid I.—Love then, in fine, faid fhe, is the defire of having good in 
perpetual pofTeffion.— Moft true, faid I ; in every tittle you are right.—Since 
then, faid fhe, this general defire is found always to fubfift and to operate in all, 
can you tell me in what particular way it operates on thofe who are com
monly faid to be in love? what the aim is of fuch lovers, and what the 
work or effect of this kind of love ?—Were I able to tell, O Diotima, rê  
plied I, I fhould not have been fo full of admiration at your wifdom ; nor 
fhould I have applied myfelf to you to be taught thefe very things, if I already 
knew them.—Well, faid fhe, I will teach you then. The aim of thefe 
lovers, and the work of this love, is to generate upon the beautiful as well 
in a mental uay as in that which is corporeal.—Your words, faid I, have 
need of fome diviner to interpret them : I confefs I do not apprehend their 
meaning.—I will exprefs myfelf then, faid fhe, in plainer language. All of 
human race, O Socrates, are full of the feeds of generation, both in their bodies 
and in their minds : and when they arrive at maturity of age, they naturally 
•long to generate. But generate they cannot upon the ugly or uncomely, and 
only upon the fair and the agreeable. For the work of generation is carried on, 
vou know, by means of the natural commerce between the two fcxes : and 
this is a work above human art, it is divine. For to conceive and to impreg
nate is to imortalize the kind : it is producing immortality out of an animal 
which is mortal. In each of the fcxes, therefore, is fome immortal and 
divine principle, the caufe of conception in the one, and of impregnation in 
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the other. But in neither of them can this principle operate effectually, un«* 
lefs the fubject on which it operates be fuitable to it and correfponding. 
Now deformity and uglinefs but ill fuit with aught which is divine. Beauty 
alone agrees with it and correfponds. For Beauty is that celeftial influence-

which favours, and that goddefs who patronizes, the work of generation* 
Hence, whenever that which teems with generative power approaches that 
which is beautiful, it fmiles benignly; and through the delight it feels, 
opening and diffufing itfelf abroad, breeds or generates. But whenever it 
meets with that which is deformed or ugly, it grows morofe, faddens, and 
contracts itfelf; it turns away, retires back, and generates not; but, reftrain* 
ing the fwollen power within, which is ready to burft forth, it bears the 
burthen with uneafinefi. Hence it is that they who are full of this, and 
long to generate, employ much of their creative power upon that which is 
beautiful: it is becaufe the beautiful frees them from thofe generative 
throes with which they labour. But, Socrates, this is not, as you imagined* 
the love of beauty.—What is it then ? faid I.—It is the love, replied fhe, of 
generating and begetting ilTue, there where we find beauty.—Be it fo, faid L 
—It certainly is fo, fhe replied.-—But, faid I, what has Love to do with gene
rating ?—Becaufe generating, anfwered fhe, perpetuates and in fome manner 
immortalizes that which is mortal. Now, that the defire of immortality 
muft always accompany the love of good, follows from what we before 
agreed in, that love was the defire of having good in perpetual poffeffion. 
For the neceffary confequence of that pofition is this, that Love defires 
immortality. 

All thefe things learned I formerly in a converfation with Diotima, dif*-
courfing upon Love. At another time fhe thus queftioned me : What do 
you imagine, Socrates, to be the caufe of that love, and that defire which 
lately was the fubject of converfation between you and me ? Do you not 
obferve, how vehement are the paflions of all brute animals 1 when the fcafon 

comes 

1 The following account of the generation of animals and their fucceflion in a continued fcries 
of individuals, by which the kind is for ever kept up in exiftence, gives us a juft reprefentation 
of all outward nature: for it is in the fame manner that the world itfelf, though continually 
pafling away, and changing in every part, yet remains for ever the fame in its whole and entire 
form; life continually arifing, and repairing the ruins made by death in every kind of things; 

and 
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comes in which they couple ? Birds as well as beads, you may perceive 
them all lick with love : fo intenfe is their defire, in .the firft place, to 
generate and breed. Nor is their ardour lefs afterwards in the rearing of 
their young. In defence of thefe, you fee them ready to engage in fight, 
the weakeft animals with the ftrongeft. To fupport thefe, you fee them 
willingly themfelves perifh ing with famine; in fhort, doing and fuffering 
for their fakes the utmoft poffible. Thofe indeed of human kind, continued 
fhe , one might imagine acted thus from a motive of reafon in themfelves : 
but, in brute animals, can you aflign the caufe why the affections of love 
fhould be fodeep and ftrong ?—I told her, I was at a lofs to account for it.— 
And do you think, faid fhe, ever to become a thorough adept in the fcience 
of love, if you are at a lofs in a cafe fo eafy ?-rrIt is for this very reafon, faid 
I, Diotima, as I lately told you, that I come to you for inftruction : it is 
becaufe I am fenfible how much I want it. Do you, therefore, teach me 
what the caufe is of thofe vehement affections you mentioned juft now, and 
of every other fentiment and paflion incident to love.—Upon which fhe 
faid, If you believe that love is, what you have often owned it to be, the 
defire of having good in perpetual poffeflion, you will be at no lofs to con
ceive what the caufe is of thofe affections. For the cafe of brute animals 
and that of the human kind are in this refpect exactly the fame; in both 
the fame principle prevails ; the mortal nature feeks to be perpetuated, and, 
as far as poffible, immortalized. Now this is poffible in one only way, that 
is, by generation; in which fome new living thing is conftantly produced 
to fupply the place of the deceafed old one. And in no other manner than 
this is life continued to any individual being, of which we fay that it lives 
ftill, and pronounce it to be the fame being. Thus every man, for inftance, 
from his infancy on to old age, is called the farrre perfon ; though he never 
has anything in him which abides with him, and is continually a new 
man ; having loft the man he was in his hair, in his flefh, in his bones, in 
his blood, in fine in his whole body. Nor in his body only, but in his foul 

and the frclh growth keeping pace with the decay. To preferve this living beauty in fuch its 
immortality and unfading youth, animals have thofe affections, impulfes or inftincts. here de-
fcribed, given to them, as imparted from the mundane foul: analogous to which are the powers of 
gravitation., attraction, mixture, cohefion, and others of like kind, which are indeed fo many 
vital powers given to the infenfible parts of the univerfe, as partaking of the life of nature.—S. 
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too, does he undergo inceflant change. His ways, his manners, his opinions, 
his defires and pleafures; his fears and forrows ; none of thefe ever continue 
in any man the fame ; but new ones are generated and fpring up in hinv 
whilft the former fade and die away. But a paradox much greater than* 
any yet mentioned is with regard to knowledge : not only fome new por-
tions of knowledge we acquire whilft we lofe others,, of which we had 
before been matters ; and never continue long the fame perfons as to the fum 
of our prefent knowledge; but we fuffer alfo the like change in every 
particular article of that knowledge. For what we call meditation fuppofes 
fome knowledge to have actually, as it were, left us ; and indeed oblivion; 
is the departure of this knowledge ; meditation then, raifing up in the room 
of this departed knowledge a frefh remembrance in. our minds, preferves> 
in fome manner and continues to us that which we had loft; fo as to make 
the memory of it, the likenefs,1 feem the very fame thing. Indeed every; 
thing mortal is preferved in this only way, not by the abfolute famenefs of 
it for ever, like things divine, but by leaving behind it, when it departs, dies, 
or vanifhes, another in its room, a new being, bearing its refemblance. By 
this contrivance in nature, Socrates, does body, and every other thing naturally, 
mortal, partake of immortality.- Immortal after a different manner is> 
that which naturally is immortal. Wonder not, therefore, that all beings* 
are by nature lovingly affected towards their offspring. For this affectionate 
regard, this love, follows every being for the fake of immortality.—Thefe 
things, faid I, O Diotima, wifeft of women ! undoubtedly are fo.—To 
which fhe, in the language of the moft accomplifhed fophifts, replied, You? 
may be allured, Socrates, it is the truth. Nor is it lefs plain, from inftances* 
of a different kind, that immortality is the great aim and end of all. For, if 
you obferve how the love of fame and glory operates on men, and what 
effect it has upon their conduct, you muft wonder at their folly in labouring 
fo much and fuffering fo greatly in the purfuit of it, unlefs you confider the 
mighty power of that paffion which poffeffes them, a zeal to become 
illuftrious in after-ages, and to acquire a fame that may laft for ever and be 
immortal. For this, more than for the fake of their families or friends, are 

1 All this necefTarily follows from the nature of the human foul; all her energies being temporal^ 

though her ejfence is eternal. She is however able to energize fuper-temporally through a union 
with an intellect fuperio: to her own.—T. 

they 
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they ready to encounter dangers, to expend their treafures, to undergo the 
levered: hardfhips, and to meet death itfelf. Do you think, continued fhe, 
that Alceftis would have died for her hufhand Admetus to preferve his 
life? or that Achilles would have died for his friend Patroclus to avenge 
his death ? or that your Athenian Codrus would have died for his children's 
fake to fecure to them the fucceffion of his kingdom ? had they not ima
gined their virtue would live for ever in the remembrance of poderity, 
as it actually does throughout all Greece at th s very day, Affure yourfelf 
their conduct had been quite different, had they not been full of this 
imagination. For, with a view to the immortality of virtue, and the never-
dying glory which attends it, have all great actions ever been performed ; a 
view which infpires and animates the performers, in proportion to the 
degree of their own perfonal worth and excellence. For they are governed 
by that univerfal paffion, the defire of immortality. But though immor
tality be thus fought by all men, yet men of different difpofitions feek it by 
different ways. In men of certain conftitutions, the generative power lies 
chiefly and eminently in their bodies. Such perfons are particularly fond 
of the other fex, and court intimacies chiefly with the fair : they are eafily 
enamoured in the vulgar way of love ; and procure to themfelves, by be
getting children, the prefervation of their names, a remembrance of them
felves which they hope will be immortal, a happinefs to endure for ever. 
In men of another damp, the faculties of generation are, in as eminent a 
degree, of the mental kind. For thofe there are who are more prolific in 
their fouls than in their bodies; and are full of the feeds of fuch an 
offspring as it peculiarly belongs to the human foul to conceive and to gene
rate. And what offspring is this, but wifdom and every other virtue ? 
Thofe who generate mod, and who are parents of the mod numerous 
progeny in this way, are the poets, and fuch artids of other kinds as are faid 
to have been the inventors of their refpective arts. But by far the mod 
excellent and beauteous part of wifdbm is that which is converfant in the 
founding and well-ordering of cities and other habitations of men ; a part of 
wifdom didinguillied by the names of temperance and judice. When the 
foul of any man has been teeming with the feeds of this wifdom from his 
youth (and of divine fouL it is the native property thus to teem), as foon as 
he arrives at maturity of age, and thofe feeds are fully ripened, he longs to 

fow 
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fow them in the fouls of others, and thus to propagate wifdom. In this 
fituation of his mind, his whole employment, I fuppofe, is to look about and 
fearch for beauty, where he may generate; for never can he generate on 
aught which is ugly or uncomely. Meeting firft then with outward beauty, 
that of the body, he welcomes and embraces it; but turns away from where 
he fees deformity in the body ; for his foul is full of love. But if, in his 
further and deeper fearch, he has the good fortune to meet with the inward 
and hidden beauty of a well-natured and generous foul, he then entirely 
attaches himfelf, and adheres clofely to the whole perfon in whom it is found, 
the compound of foul and body. He now finds in himfelf a facility and a 
copioufnefs of expreffion when he entertains this partner of his foul with 
difcourfes concerning virtue; by what means it is acquired; what is a 
character completely good ; what ftudies fhould be purfued; what arts be 
learnt; and how time fhould be employed in order to the forming fuch a 
character. Defirous, therefore, thus to form and perfect the object of his 
love, he undertakes the office of preceptor. Indeed, whilft he is converfing 
intimately with that which is fair, thofe feeds of wifdom, which he was 
before big with, burft forth fpontaneous, and he generates. From this 
time, whether in the prefence or abfence of his miftrefs, his mind and 
memory become prompt and active; and he readily produces all his mental 
{tore. Both the parents then join in cherifhing, rearing up, and cultivating 
the fruits of their love and amorous converfe. Hence it is that a friend
fhip of the flrmelt kind cements fuch a pair; and they are held together 
by a much ftricter band of union than by an offspring of their bodies; 
having a common and joint intereft in an offspring from themfelves more 
beautiful and more immortal. Who would not choofe to be the father of 
fuch children, rather than of mortals fprung from his body ? Who that 
confiders Homer, Hefiod, and other excellent poets, with the admiration 
they deferve, would not w ifh for fuch an iffue as they left behind them, au 
ifiue of this mental kind, fuch as perpetuates their memory with the higheft 
honour, and procures for them an immortality of fame ? Or fuch a pofle-
rity, faid flic, as that whofe foundation Lycurgus laid at Lacedamion, a race 
of which himfelf was the firft father, the preiervers of their country and of 
all Greece ? Amongft yourfelves, what honours are paid to the memory of 
Solon, who begat the Laws J And abroad as well as at home how illuftrious 

arc 
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are the names of many others, Barbarians as well as Grecians, who have ex
hibited to the world many noble actions, and have thus begotten all kinds 
of virtue ! T o men like thefe have temples often been erected, on account 
of fuch their progeny : but never was any man thus honoured on account of 
his mortal merely human offspring. In the myfteries of Love thus far per
haps, Socrates, you may be initiated and advanced. 1 But to be perfected, 
and to attain the intuition of what is fecret and inmoft*, introductory 
to which is all the reft, if undertaken and performed with a mind rightly 
difpofed, I doubt whether you may.be able. However, faid fhe, not to 
be wanting in a readinefs to give you thorough information, I will do my 
beft to conduct you till we have reached the end. Do but you your beft 
to follow me. Whoever then enters upon this great affair in a proper man
ner, and begins according to a right method, muft have been from his ear-
lieft youth converfant with bodies that are beautiful. Prepared by this ac
quaintance with beauty, he muft, in the firft place, if his leader3 lead aright, 
fall in love with fome one particular perfon, fair and beauteous; and on her 
beget fine fentiments and fair difcourfe. He muft afterwards confider, that 
the beauty of outward form, that which he admires fo highly in his favourite 
fair one, is fifter to a beauty of the fame kind, which he cannot but fee in 
fome other fair. If he can then purfue this corporeal beauty, and trace it 
wherever it is to be found, throughout the human fpecies, he muft want 

1 We have here a paufe, or hrcalc, more folemn and awful than any to be met with elfewhere 
in Plato. But it has great propriety in this place, as it becomes the fublime and mylterious cha
racter of Diotima ; and as it is necefTary, befides, for ufhering in with the greater folemnity thofe 
very fublime and myflerious fpeculations which follow it.—S. 

3 Great decorum of character is here obferved in putting into the mouth of the prophetefs a 
metaphor, taken from the method of initiation into thofe religious myfteries which at that time 
were held in the higheft reverence. For, to make this initiation perfect, three orderly fteps or 
degrees were to be taken. The firft was called purgation, the fecond illumination, and the third 
intuition j to which laft but few perfons were ever deemed worthy to be rajfed.—Agreeable to this 
gradation is the method obferved by Diotima in her initiation of Socrates into the myfteries of 
wifdom. Her confutation of his pretended former notions, bur, in reality, of the preceding 
fpeeches in this dialogue, anfwers to the purgative part of initiation into the religious myfteries. 
Her fucceeding pofitive inftructions in the true doctrine of Love anfwer to the illuminative part. 
And what remains of her difcourfe, as (he herfelf here plainly gives us to underftand, alludes to 
the laft part of the religious initiation, the intuitive.—S. 

3 That is, his daemon.—T. understanding 
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underftanding not to conceive, that beauty is one and the fame thing m all 
beauteous bodies. With this conception in his mind, he muft become a 
lover of all vifible forms, which are partakers of this beauty ; and in confe
quence of this general love, he muft moderate the excefs of that paflion for 
one only female form, which had hitherto engroffed him wholly : for he 
cannot now entertain thoughts extravagantly high of the beauty of'any par
ticular fair one, a beauty not peculiar to her, buj which fhe partakes of in 
common with all other corporeal forms that are beauteous. After this, if 
he thinks rightly, and knows to eftimate the Value of things juftly, he will 
efteem that beauty which is inward, and lies deep in the foul, to be of 
greater value and worthy of more regard than that which is outward, and 
adorns only the body. As foon, therefore, as he meets with a perfon of a 
beauteous foul and generous nature, though flowering forth but a little in 
fuperficial beauty, with this little he is fatisfied; he has all he wants; he 
truly loves, and affiduoudy employs all his thoughts and all his care on the 
object of his affection. Refearching in his mind and memory, he draws forth, 
he generates fuch notions of things, fuch reafonings and difcourfes, as may 
beft improve his beloved in virtue. Thus he arrives, of courfe, to view 
beauty in the arts', the fubjects of difcipline and ftudy ; and comes to dif
cover, that beauty is congenial in them all. He now, therefore, accounts 
all beauty corporeal to be of mean and inconfiderable value, as being but a 
fmall and inconfiderable part of beauty. From the arts he proceeds further 
%o the fciences, and peholds beauty no lefs in thefe *. And by this time hav

ing 
1 The word here ufed by Plato is ffl-ernfoy/Aacn, in which he means to include all the particulars 

of right difcipline ; every ftudy, and every exercife enjoined or recommended by antient policy to 
the youth of good families and fortunes ; in a word, all the accomplishments formed by a liberal edu
cation. Thefe may all be reduced to three kinds; habits of regular and polite behaviour, know
ledge of the liberal arts, and practice of the liberal exercifes of the body. But as all of them depend 
on principles of art, and are acquired by ftudy and difcipline, we have ufed thefe very words 
art, Jludy, and difciplifte, in translating Plato's tvim^tuMtioi, as the moft exprcfliye of his whole 
rneaning.—S. 

% The fciences here meant are thofe by the Platonifts termed mathematical, as being the fxxQn-
fjLara, the learning, which they deemed a neceflary preparation for the ftudy of true philofophy, 
Thefe were arithmetic, geometry, mufic in its theory, and aftronomy. In thefe fciences every ftep 
yvjiich the mind takes is from beauty to beauty : for every thcorcno new to the mind in any of 

thefe 



T H E B A N Q U E T . 513 

ing feen, and now confidering within himfelf, that beauty is manifold and 
various, he is no longer, like one of our domeftics who has conceived a 
particular affection for fome child of the family, a mean and illiberal (lave 
to the beauty of any one particular, whether perfon or art, ftudy or prac
tice; but betaking himfelf to the ample fea of beauty, and furveying it with 
the eye of intellect, he begets many beautiful and magnificent reafon-
ings, and dianoetic conceptions in prolific philofophy, till thus being 
ftrengthencd and increafed, he perceives what that one 1 fcience is 
which is fo fingularly great, as to be the fcience of fo fingularly great a 
beauty. 2 But now try, continue*! fhe, to give me ail the attention you are 
mafter of. Whoever then is advanced thus far in the myfteries of Love by 
a right and regular progrefs of contemplation, approaching now to perfect in
tuition, fuddenly he will difcover, burfting into view, a beauty aftonifhingly 
admirable ; that very beauty, to the gaining a fight of which the aim of all 
his preceding ftudies and labours had been directed : a beauty, whofe peculiar 
characters are thefe : In the firft place, it never had a beginning, nor will 
ever have an end, but always is, and always flourifhes in perfection, unfuf-
ccptible of growth or of decay. In the next place, it is not beautiful only 
when looked at one way, or feen in one light; at the fame time that, 
viewed another way, or feen in fome other light, it i far from being beau
tiful : it is not beautiful only at certain times, or with reference only to cer
tain circumftances of things ; being at other times, or when things are other-
wife circumftanced, quite the contrary : nor is it beautiful only in fome 

thefe fciences opens tp her view fome proportion or fymmetry, fome harmony or order, undif-
covered before. Each different fcience feems a different world of beauty, ftill enlarging on the 
mind's eye, as her views become more and more extenfive in the fcience. For proportion in 
arithmetic differs from proportion in geometry; mufical proportion differs from them both ; and 
the fcience of the celeftial orbs, of their feveral revolutions, their mutual afpects, and their di-
ffances from each other, and from their common centre, is converfant in each of thofe three 
different proportions, and comprehends them all.—S. 

1 This one fcience is comprehended in Plato's dialectic, concerning which fee the Introduc
tion to the Parmenides.—T. 

2 Th ;s, which is the laft paufe in the fpeech, intended to renew and invigorate the attention, 
is very requifite in this place for it precedes a defeription as admirable and as full of wonder as 
the being which it defcribes: and accordingly the ftrongeft attention is here exprefsly de
manded.- S. • 

VOL. in. 3 u places, 
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places, or as it appears to fome perfons; whilft in other places, and to other 
perfons, its appearance is the reverie of beautiful. Nor can this beauty, 
which is indeed no other than the beautiful itfelf, ever be the objeel: of ima
gination ; as if it had fome face or hands of its own, or any other parts be
longing to body: nor is it fome particular reafon, nor fome particular fci
ence. It refides not in any other being, not in any animal, for inftance; 
nor in the earth, nor in the heavens, nor in any other part of the-univerfe; 
but, fimple and feparate from other things, it fubfifts alone with itfelf, and 
pofTeffes an effence eternally uniform. All other forms which are beauteous 
participate of this ; but in fuch a manner tbey participate, that by their gene
ration or deftrueTtion this fuffers no diminution, receives no addition, nor 
undergoes anv kind of alteration. When from thofe lower beauties, re-
afcending by the right way of Love, a man begins to gain a fight of this 
fupreme beauty, he muft have almoft attained fomewhat of his end. Now 
to go, or to be led by another, along the right way of Love, is this : begin
ning from thofe beauties of lower rank, to proceed in a continual afcent, 
all the way propoling this higheft beauty as the end ; and ufing the reft but 
as fo many fteps in the afcent; to proceed from one to two, from two * 
to all beauteous bodies; from the beauty of bodies to that of fouls *; from 
the beauty of fouls to that of arts; from the beauty of arts to that of difci
plines ; until at length from the difciplines he arrives at that difcipline which 
is the difcipline of no other thing than of that fupreme beauty; and thus 
finally attains to know what is the beautiful itfelf.—Here is to be found, dear 
Socrates, laid the ftranger-prophetefs 3 , here if any where, the happy life, 

the 
1 Plato, in freaking of the ifeent in corporeal beauty, very properly fays, that after pafling 

from one to two, we muft proceed to all beautiful bodies: for it is necefTary to afcend rapidly 
from the beauty of body to a higher beauty. Mr. Sydenham, therefore, by changing the word 
two (though ufed by Phtto) for many in his tranflation, has, I conceive, entirely perverted the 
accurate fenfe of the prefent paflage.—T. 

* In the Greek original there feems here to be a confiderable omiflion, which wc have endea
voured to fupply as follows : the fupplcmental words being thofe included between thefe marks [ ] • . 
«TO TUV HaXxv auifKtTuv [E7H Taj x a A a ; ^suxa;, KM airo TUV xu.?,av ^i>xuv~] 1711 TZKatet tTTirr^iuparx, x, T. X. 

Some fuch words are plainly necefTary to make this recapitulation agreeable to the account at large 
given before.—S. 

3 In all editions of the Greek original vre here read MavTw*w. This feems to have been the 
i ground. 



T H E B A N Q U E T . 515 
the ultimate object of defire to mam : it is to live in beholding this confum-
mate beauty; the fight of which if ever you attain, it will appear not to be 
in gold r , nor in magnificent attire, nor in beautiful youths or damfels : with 
fuch, however, at prefent, many of you are fo entirely taken up, and with 
the fight of them fo abfolutely charmed, that you would rejoice to fpend 
your whole lives, were it poflible, in the prefence of thofe enchanting ob
jects, without any thoughts of eating or drinking, but feafting your eyes 
only with their beauty, and living always in the bare fight of it. If this be 
fo, what effect, think you, would the fight of beauty itfelf have upon a man, 
were he to fee it pure and genuine, not corrupted and ftained all over with 
the mixture of flefh, and colours, and much more of like perifhing and 
fading trafh; but were able to view that divine effence, the beautiful itfelf, 
in its own fimplicity of form ? Think you, faid fhe, that the life of fuch a 
man would be contemptible or mean; of the man who always directed his 
eye toward the right object, who looked always at real beauty, and was con-
verfant with it continually ? Perceive you not, faid fhe, that in beholding 
the beautiful with that eye, with which alone it is poffible to behold it, thus, 
and thus only, could a man ever attain to generate, not the images or fern-
blahces of virtue, as not having his intimate commerce with an image or a 
femblance; but virtue true, real, and fubttantial, from the converfe and em
braces of that which is real and true. Thus begetting true virtue, and 
bringing her up till fhe is grown mature, he would become a favourite of 

ground on which Harry Stephens and Dr. Davis built their fuppofition, that the word pammr, 
where it occurred in a prior paflage, was a corrupt reading, and (hould be clnnged into Manmvixn. 
But we are inclined to think, that the paflage now before us ought to be accommodated to that, 
rather than to this ; efpecially fince the reading of pavi-ix* in t h i s place, as well as in that other, 
is favoured by the Latin tranflaticn of Ficinus; a tranflation which has always had the autho
rity of a niauufcript allowed it, as having been mule from a marcufcript copy, not confulted by any 
of the editors, with an exadlnefs almoft verbal, and accordingly with very little regard to ftyle, 
and with no great attention to the fenfe.—S. 

x I am forry to fay that nothing can be more abfurd than the notes of Mr. Sydenham on this 
part of the dialogue. In confequence of being perfectly ignorant of the polythcifm of the Greeks, 
lie U contin.u.iily oiTering violence to the meaning of Plato, in order to make that philofopher join 
\ . - i rh h i m in ridiculing the religion of Greece. Hence, according to ?-Tr. Sydenham, P! i t o , wl e i 

- s that the beautiful itfelf is not in gold, n o r in beav.tili;! y . - u th s or damfels, intends by 
ii - ... d o gilt flatties, and the notion that fuch beau'ifui forms as thefc of Ganymede and Hebe 
were the ornaments of the court of heaven, and the delight if J ' p t c r himfelf!—T. 

3 u 2 the 
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the Gods; and at length would be, if any man ever be, himfelf one of the 
immortals.—The do&rines which I have now delivered to you, Phaedrus, and 
to the reft of my friends here, I was taught by Diotima, and am perfuaded 
they are true. Full of this perfuafion myfelf, I endeavour to perfuade others, 
and to (how them, that it is difficult for any man to find a better guide or 
aftiftant to him than Love, in his way to happinefs. And on this account, 
I further contend, that every man ought to pay all due honours to that patron 
of human nature. For my own part, I make it my chief ftudy to cultivate 
the art which Love teaches, and employ myfelf upon the fubjects proper for 
the exercife of that art with a particular attention ; encouraging others to 
follow my example, and at all times, as well as now, celebrating the power 
and virtue of Love as far as I am able.—Tins fpeech, Phaedrus, you may 
accept, if you are fo pleafed, for a panegyric in praife of Love : or if you 
choofe to call it by any other name, and to take it in any other fenfe, be that 
its right name, and that its proper acceptation. 

THE SPEECH OF ALCIBIADES, 

SOCRATES having thus fpoken, the reft praifed his oration ; but Arifto-
phanes endeavoured to fay fomething, becaufe Socrates in his fpeech had 
mentioned him. On a fudden, however, a loud knocking was heard at the 
door of the the porch, together with the voices of the intoxicated, and the 
found of the pipe. Upon this Agatho faid to the fervants, See who are there; 
and if there is any one among them fit for this company, call him in : if not, 
fay that we are no longer drinking. Not long after this the voice of Alcibi-
ades, who was very much intoxicated, was heard in the court, afking where 
Agatho was, and commanding to be led to him. The flute-player, there
fore, and fome other of his companions, brought him to Agatho, and ftood 
Avith him at the doors, he being crowned with a garland of ivy and violets, 
having many fillets on his head, and exclaiming, All hail, my friends ! Either 
receive as your affociate in drinking a man very much intoxicated, or Jet us 
depart, crowning Agatho alone, for whofe fake we came. For I could 
not, fays he, be with you yefterday ; but now I come with fillets on my head, 
that, from my own, 1 may crown the head of the wifeft and the moft beau
tiful perfon, if I may be allowed fo to fpeak. Do you, therefore, laugh at 

9 me 
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me as one intoxicated ? However, though you may laugh, I well know that 
I fpeak the truth. But tell me immediately, whether I may come in to him 
or not; and whether you continue drinking or not ? All the company, 
therefore, was in an uproar, and ordered him to enter and feat himfelf; 
which he accordingly did, and called for Agatho. Agatho, therefore, came, 
led by his companions ; and Alcibiades at the fame time taking off his fillets, 
that he might crown him, did not fee Socrates, though he fat before him, but 
fat near Agatho, and between him and Socrates : for Socrates had made way 
for him that he might fit. Alcibiades, therefore, being feated, faluted and 
crowned Agatho: and then Agatho faid, Boys, take off the fhoes of Alcibiades, 
that he may recline as the third among us. Alcibiades faid, By all means, but 
afked, Who is this third drinking companion of ours ?• and at the fame time 
turning himfelf round faw Socrates ; but feeing him, he ftarted, and ex
claimed, O Hercules ! what is this ? Are you again fitting here to enfnare 
me ? as it is ufual with you to appear fuddenly where I leaff expected to find 
you. And now for what purpofe are you here ? And why do you fit in this 
place, and not with Ariftophanes, or with fome other who is ridiculous, and 
wifhes to be fo ? But you have contrived to fit with the moft beautiful of the 
guefts. Then Socrates faid to Agatho, See if you can affift me ; for the love 
of this man is not to me a vile thing ; fince from the time in which I began 
to love him I am no longer at liberty either to behold or fpeak to any beau
tiful perfon. Or does not he, in confequence of emulating and envying me 
in amatory affairs, contrive wonderful devices, and alfo revile and fcarcely 
keep his hands from me ? See, therefore, that he does not do this now, but 
conciliate us; or, if he fhould attempt violence, affift me : for the mania of 
this man, and his amatory impulfe, very much terrify me.—Alcibiades then 
faid, There is no occasion for any conciliation between you and me. I mall, 
however, at fome other time take vengeance on you for thefe things. But now, 
Agatho, fays he, give me fome of the fillets, that I may crown the wonderful 
head of this man, that he may not blame me that I have crowned you, but not 
him who vanquifhes all men in difcourfe, not only lately as you have done, 
but at all times. And at the fame time receiving the fillets, he crowned So
crates, and feated himfelf. Being feated, therefore, he faid, Come, gentlemen, 
drink, for you appear to me to be fober. This, however, is not to be 
allowed ; for it was agreed that we mould drink. I therefore engage to be 

your 
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your leader in drinking, till you have drunk enough. But, Agatho, pafs the 
cup, if there is any large one. Or, rather, there is no occafion for this; but 
Bring hither, boy, faid he, that cooling vciTel, which feems to hold more 
than eight cotylae1. Having filled this veffel, he firft drank himfelf, and 
afterwards ordered them to pour out of it for Socrates, and at the fame time 
faid, This ftratagem of mine, gentlemen, is nothing to Socrates ; for, let him 
drink as much as any one may command, he will not be in the leaft intox
icated *. Socrates, therefore, the boy having poured out of the large veffel, 
drank. But then Eryximachus faid, How mall we do, Alcibiades ? Shall 
we neither fay any thing, nor fing any thing, over the cup ; but ad exactly 
like thofe that are thirfty ? Upon this Alcibiades faid, Hail, Eryximachus ! 
heft of men, fprung from the beft and moft prudent of fathers. And hail 
to you, faid Eryximachus. But what fhall we do ? That which you order 
us; for it is neceffary to be obedient to you. For a man who is a phyfician 
is equivalent to many others. Command, therefore, whatever you pleafe. 
Hear then, faid Eryximachus. Before you entered, it feemed to us to be 
proper that every one, beginning at the right hand, fhould deliver an oration 
in praife of Love, to the beft of his ability. All the reft of us, therefore, 
have delivered cur orations; and it is juft, fince you have not fpoken, but 
have drunk, that you alfo fhould deliver one : and when you have fpoken, you 
may order Socrates to do whatever you pleafe, and he may alfo order him 
on his right hand, and in a fimilar manner with refpect to the reft. Eryxi
machus then faid, You fpeak well, Alcibiades ; but it is not equitable that a 
man intoxicated fhould engage in a verbal competition with thofe that are 
fober. But, O bletTed man, has Socrates pervaded you with refpect to any 

x That is, -Aths of a peck. 
* What 1 lato fays near the end of his firfl: book of Laws concerning drinking largely, may ferve 

as a.comment on what is here, and in other parts of this oration, related of Socrates : " If fome 
one," fays he, "confiding in his own nature, and being properly prepared by meditation, mould not 
refufe to exercife himfelf with many drinking aflbci:iles, and (hould evince, in the necelTary con
sumption of the liquor, a power fo tranfeendent and llrong, as neither greatly to err through impu
dence-, nor to be changed through virtue; but towards the end of the liquor {hould depart with
out being intoxicated, fearing any human potion the leaft of all things;—in this cafe, he would 
do fomething well." And to this Clinias, one of the perfons of the dialogue, replies: " Certainly. 
For fuch a one, by thus acting, would conduct himfelf with temperance and medefly." Plato, 
4oubtlefs, alluded to Socrates in writing this, 

thing 
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thing which he juft now faid ? O r do you know that every thing which he 
laid is juft the contrary ? For if I, he being prefent, fhould praife any one , 
whether God or man, except himfelf, he would not keep his hands from m e . 
W i l l you not predict better th ings? faid Soerates. By N e p t u n e , faid Alci
biades, lay nothing to thefe t h ings ; for I fhall praife no other perfon when 
you are prefent. Do fo then, faid Eryx imachus : if you will, praife Socrates . 
How do you fay r faid Alcibiades. Does it feem to you fit, O Eryximachus, . 
that I mould attack this man , and revenge myfelf before y o u ? So then , faid 
Socrates, what have you in your mind ? W i l l you praife me for things ridi
culous r or what will you do ? I fhall fpeak the t ruth . But fee if you per
mit me. Indeed, faid Socrates, I not only permit , but order you to fpeak 
the truth. I fhall by all means do fo, faid Alcibiades. But obferve, if I mould 
affert any thing that is not t rue , itop mc when you pleafe, and fay that in this 
I have fpoken falfely ; for I fhall not willingly lie in any th ing. And do 
not wonder if, in c o n f l u e n c e of recollecting, I narrate different c i rcum
ftances from different p laces ; for it is not an eafy th ing for a man in m y 
condition to enumerate readily, and in fucceflion, thy wonderful na tu re . 
But, gent lemen, I will thus endeavour to praife Socrates through images. 
H e indeed will, perhaps, fufpect that 1 fhall turn my difcourfe to things ridi
culous ; but the image will be for the fake of t ru th , and not for the fake of 
the ridiculous. 

I fay, then, that Socrates is moft fimilar to thofe Silenuses that are feated 
in the workfhops of ftatuaries, which the artifts have fabricated with pipes 
or flutes in their h a n d s ; and which , when they are bifected, appear to con
tain within ftatues 1 of the Gods. And I again fay, tha t he refembles the 

1 Correfponding with this is the following paflage from the Scholia of Maximus on the works 
of the Pfeudo-Dionyfius the Arcopagite: EKEWOI yap (i. e. Grieci) bia riva; avfpiavras tTtoiouv, r̂jre 
Xapxg, (inn TO£x? (/.cvrafy bug ep/xag ixa\ouv. nroiouv fo aujovg haxtiou; Supag txovras, xaQaTrep roixoxup-
yi7xoug. ECUQEV oov auruv eriQerav aya^^xra, uv tasCov $EWV, t£af)sv de airtxMiov rot/; 'fppai' E$XIVOVTO ouv bt 

ip/xoa luro.iii, i7x§iv 3e TOVTWV, Ssav auruv xaXhcoirio~jA.ovf fi^ov. Dionyfii Opera, torn. ii. p. 209 . i. e. 
" The Greeks m . d o certain {tatties, having neither hands nor feet, which they called Ifermie. 
They fifhioned thefe with avenues, like turrets on a wall. Within thefe, therefore, they placed 
the ftatues of the Gods whom they worfhipped ; but they clofed the Hcrmse externally. Hence 
thefe Hermse appeared to be things of no value •, but inwardly they contained the ornaments of 
the Gods themfelves." 

fttyr 
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fatyr Marfyas. That your outward form, therefore, is fimilar to thefe, 
0 Socrates, even you yourfelf will not deny; but that you alfo refcmble 
them in other things, hear in the next place. You are contumelious : or are 
you not? For, if you do not acknowledge it, I will bring witneffes. Are 
you not alfo a piper much more wonderful than Marfyas 1 ? For he charmed 
men through inftruments, by a power proceeding from the mouth ; and lie 
alfo accomplices this even now, when any one ufes that modulation. For 
1 call the modulation of Olympus * that of Marfyas, becaufe he inftructed 
Olympus in it. That harmony, therefore, whether it is produced by a good 
piper, or by a bad female player on the pipe, alone detains the hearers, and 
manifefts, becaufe it is divine, thofe that ftand in need 3 of the Gods and 
the myfteries; but you in this reipect only differ from that harmony, that 
you effect this very fame thing by mere words without inftruments. We, 
therefore, when we hear fome other perfon relating the difcourfe of another, 
though he that relates it fhould be a very good rhetorician, yet we pay, as I 
may fay, no attention to it; but when any one hears you, or another perfon, 
relating your difcourfes, though he that repeats them fhould be a bad fpeaker, 
and whether it be a woman, or a man, or a lad, that is the auditor, we are 
aftonifhed and poffefTed. I therefore, my friends, unlefs 1 fhould appear to 
be very much intoxicated, will tell you upon oath in what manner I have-
been affected by the difcourfes of this man, and how I am even now affected. 

1 A celebrated piper of Celaene in Phrygia. He was fo fkilful in playing on the flute, that he 
is generally confidered as the inventor of it. It is fabled of him, that he challenged Apollo to a 
trial of his fkill as a mufician ; and, being vanquifhed, the God flayed him alive. 

* Olympus was both a poet and a mufician: he was the difciple of Marfyas, and flourifhed be
fore the Trojan war. 

3 Proclus, in his MS. Commentary on the Firft .Alcibiades, where he makes a divifion of mufi-
cal inftruments, obferves, that thofe of an exciting nature were moft adapted to enthufiaftic energy. 
Hence, fays he, in the myfteries, and in the greateft of myftic facrifices, the pipe is ufefui: for 
they employ its motive power in order to excite the dianoetic part to divinity. Tex, 3»j xmTixa npot 

wQouffiav oixeiorara' ?io J"n xat t\t TCJJ /xvrrvptois KM ev rats TtXtraii xpnayLos ccu~Ko<;. xpmiai tap avroxi T« 

umnxa Trpo; rnv rv; havoias eyepciv tni TO Sew. Such, therefore, as were excited by the melody of 
the pipe in a very fmall degree, may be fuppofed to be implied by thofe that ftand in need of the 
Gods and myfteries ; as the other machinery of the myfteries, in conjunction with the pipe, would 
neceflarily produce that excitation which the pipe alone was, in fuch as thefe^ incapable of 
-effecting. 
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For wneu I hear him, my heart leaps much more than that of thofe who 
celebrate the myfteries of the Corybantcs; and my tears flow from his dif
courfes. I alfo fee many others affected in the fame manner. But when I 
hear Pericles, and other good rhetoricians, I think, indeed, that they fpeak 
well, but I fuffer nothing of this kind ; nor is my foul agitated with tumult, 
nor is it indignant, as if it were in a fervile condition. But by this Marfyas 
I am often fo affected, that it appears to me I ought not to live while I lead 
fuch a life as I do. You will not, Socrates, fay that thefe things are not 
true. And even now 1 perceive that, if I were willing to lirten to him, I 
could not bear it, but fhould be affected in the very fame manner. For he 
would compel me to acknowledge, that, being yet deficient in many things, 
I neglect myfelf, but attend to the affairs of the Athenians f . By violence, 
therefore, retraining my ears, I depart from him, flying, as it were, from 
the Syrens, left I fhould fit with him till I became old. From him alone 
likewife, of all men, 1 fuffer that which no one would think to be in me, to 
be afhamed of fomething. But I am abafhed before him alone. For I am 
confcious that I am unable to deny that what he exhorts me to do ought not 
to be done ; but when I depart from him, I am vanquifhed by the honour 
which I receive from the multitude. I therefore avoid, and fly from him ; 
and when 1 fee him I am afhamed, in confequence of what I had confented 
to do. And often, indeed, it would be a pleafure to me no longer to fee him 
among men : and yet again, if this fhould happen, I well know that I fhould 
be in a much greater degree afflicted ; fo that I am ignorant in what man
ner I fhould ufe this man. And from the modulations, indeed, of this fatyr, 
both I and many others have fuffered fuch-like things. 

But hear from me how much he refembles fuch things as I fhall affimilate 
him to, and what a wonderful power he pofTeffes. For be well affured of 
this, that no one of you knows him ; but I will manifeft him, fince I have 
begun to fpeak. You fee then that he is difpofed in a very amatory manner 
towards beautiful things; and that he is always converfant with and afto-
nifhed about thefe. And again, he knows all things, and yet knows no
thing1; fo that this figure of him is very Silenical; for he is externally 

inverted 
1 Sec the Firft Alcibiades. 
* Very few have penetrated the prorou*kl meaning of Socrates when he faid that he knew no-

V O L . in. 3 x thing. 
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inverted with it, like a carved Silenus. But when he is opened inwardly, 
would you think, O my fellow guefts, how replete he is with temperance ? 
Know alfo, that neither if any one is beautiful, does he pay any attention to 
his beauty, but defpifes it far beyond what you would fuppofe ; nor does he 
efteem any one for being rich, or for poffefling any other honour from the 
things which are confidered as bleffed by the multitude. But he thinks that 
all thefe poffeflions are of no worth, and that we are nothing. He alfo 
paffes the whole of his life among men in irony and jeft; but when he is 

• ferious and is opened, I know not whether any one of you has feen the 
images which are within. I however once faw them, and they appeared 
to me to be fo divine, golden, all-beautiful and wonderful, that I was deter
mined to act in every refpecl: conformably to the advice of Socrates. Think
ing too that he paid great attention to my beauty, I confidered this as my 
gain, and as a circumftance wbnderfully fortunate, as I conceived that by 
gratifying Socrates I fhould hear from him all that he knew. For I formed 
a great opinion of my beauty, and thought it admirable. Thus conceiving, 
as prior to this I had never been with him alone without an attendant, I 
then difmiffed my attendant, and remained with him alone : for it is necef
fary to narrate every thing to you truly. 

But now attend to me ; and if I lie, do you, Socrates, confute me. I was 
with him, O my fellow guefts, I alone with him alone, and expected that 
he would immediately fpeak to me in fuch a manner as lovers are accuftomed 
to fpeak to the objects of their love* in folitude; and I was delighted with 
the expectation. Nothing however of this kind took place; but he dif-
courfed with me as ufual till evening, and then departed. After this, I 
incited him to engage with me in gymnaftic exercifes, expecting that I 
fhould effect fomething by this mean. We engaged, therefore, in thefe 
exercifes, and often wreftled together, no one being prefent. But what 
occafion is there to fay more ? I did not in the kaft accomplifh my purpole. 
Not fu'cceeding, therefore, in this in any refpect, it appeared to me that I 
fhould attack the man more ftrenuoufly, fince it was my determination to 

"enfnare him. Hear now then what the thing was. I invited him to fup 

thing. But he doubtlefs intended to fignify by this the nothingnefs of human compared with 
divine knowledge. For to knciv that this is the true condition of human knowledge, it is 
necefTary to know previoufly all the natures fuperior to man. 

with 
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with me, in reality forming the fame ftratagem as a lover would for the 
objects of his love. He did not readily accept my invitation : however, 
fome time after he accepted it. But when he came, as foon as he had 
fupped, he wifhed to depart; and then I being afhamed confented to his 
going away. Again however attacking him, after fupper, I difcourfed with 
him a confiderable part of the night; and when he again wifhed to depart, 
obferving that it was late, I compelled him to fray. He repofed, therefore, 
in a bed next to mine, and in which he had fupped ; and no other perfon 
befides us flept in the houfe. Thus far then, what I have faid is well, and 
might have been faid to any one; but you muft not hear me narrate what 
follows without firft admitting the proverb, that wine without childhood f 

and with childhood is true. Befides, to leave in obfcurity the pcoud deed of 
Socrates appears to me unjuft in one who undertakes to praife him. To 
which I may add, that 1 am affected in the fame manner as he is who is 
bitten by a viper: for they fay he is not willing to tell his feelings except 
to thofe that are in a fimilar condition, as they alone can know them, and 
will pardon every thing which he may dare to do and fay through the pain. 
I, therefore, have been bit by that which gives more pain, and which indeed 
caufes the moft acute of all pains. For thofe who have the heart or foul, 
or whatever elfe it may be proper to call it, bit and wounded by philofo
phic difcourfes, find the pain to be much more acute than that produced 
by the bite of the viper, and are impelled by it to do and fay any thing; 
when fuch difcourfes are received in a foul juvenile and not ignoble. Again, 
therefore, looking at Phaedrus, Agatho, Eryximachus, Paufanias, Arifto
demus, xAriftophanes, and, in fhort, Socrates, and the reft of the company; 
Since all of you, faid he, partake with rne of the mania and Bacchic fury of 
philofophy, on this account let all hear me. For you will pardon what 1 
then did, and what I now fay. But let the fervants, or any other pro
fane 1 and ruftic perfon that may be prefent, clofe their ears with mighty 

gates. 
1 Meaning that wine makes both children and others fpeak the truth. 
2 Plato when he wrote this had doubtlefs that Orphic verfe in his mind, 

Qfotopai btf Se/xi; f«m, 3" tx&tafo &tCn*ot. 

i. e. " I fpeak to thofe t o whom it is lawful; fhut your gates, ye profane." And Proclus informs 

3 x 2 u« 
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gates. When, therefore, the lamp was exinguifhed, and the fervants had 
left the room, it appeared to me requifite to employ no diflimulation towards 
him, but freely to tell him my fentiments. And I faid, moving him, Socra
tes, are you afleep ? Not yet, he replied. DO you know then, what I 
conceive ? About what particularly ? faid he. You appear to me, I replied, 
to be the only lover worthy of me, though you are not forward in courting 
me. But, as I am thus affected, I think it would be very ftupid, not to 
gratify you in this particular, and in any thing elfe of which you may be 
in want, whether it be my property, or my friends : for nothing is to me 
more honourable than to become the beft of men. But I think that no one 
can give me more AFFIFTANCE in this than you. And I fhould much more 
fear the reprehenfions of the wife, in not gratifying fuch a man, than I 
fhould fear the many and the unwife by gratifying him. Socrates, having 
heard me, faid, very ironically/ and very much after his ufual manner, O 
beloved Alcibiades, you appear in reality to be NO vile perfon, if what you fay 
concerning me is true, and there is in me a certain power, through which 
you can be made better, and if alfo you perceive in me an immenfe beauty, 
and very much excelling the elegance of your form. If, therefore, perceive 
ing this, you endeavour to have communion with me, and to change beauty for 
beauty, you ftrive to poffefs much more than I do ; for inftead of the opinion 
you endeavour to obtain the truth of beauty, and conceive that you fhall in 
reality exchange brafs for gold. But, O bleffed youth, confider more maturely, 
nor let me be concealed from you, who am nothing. For then indeed the 

fight 

us in his MS. Commentary on the Firft Alcibiades, that there was an inscription in the Eleu
finian grove forbidding the uninitiated to enter into the adyta or fecret recefles of the temple. 
TOIJ yap ng TO TWV EXEt/crinajv ref/.evo; EMiou<rivt ib%Xov TO irpoypayLpa /urj XUFEIV t i ( T C 0 r a > v a ^ U T U V > oc/xunraii cv<rt 

Xai « T £ * £ 0 - T C J f . 

Alcibiades, therefore, as he is about to relate a circumftance which, confidered independently 
of the defign with which it is mentioned, is indecent, very properly forbids the profane to be 
auditors of it. For in this he follows the myfteries, in which, as I have fhown in my Diflertation 
on them, p. 123, the indecent was introduced. In the myfteries too, as exhibitions of this kind 
were defigned to free the initiated from licentious pafhons by gratifying the fight, and at the fame 
time vanquifhing defire through the awful fanttity with which thefe rites were accompanied, fo 
what is now related by Alcibiades is introduced by Plato, in order to liberate his countrymen 
from an unnatural vice. So that it benefits the reader at the fame time that it exalts the cha

racter 
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light of the dianoetic power begins to perceive acutely, when that of the 
eye lofes its acme. You, however, are as yet at a diftance from thefe things. 
Having heard him, I replied, With refpecl to myfelf the particulars are fuch 
as I have told you, nor have I faid any thing different from what I conceive ; 
but do you advife in fuch a manner as you may think beft both for you and. 
me. This, faid he, you fay well: for in future let us, confulting together, 
do that which appears to be beft for us, both about thefe and other parti
culars. Having heard and replied to thefe things, and ceafing to fpeak, as 
if I had thought that he was wounded with a dart, I rofe, and would not 
fuffer him to fpeak any more; and wrapping myfelf round with this old 
garment (for it was winter), I reclined in it, embracing in my arms this 
truly divine and wonderful man, and thus lay the whole night. And again, 
Socrates, neither will you fay that I have afferted thefe things falfely. But 
though I acted in this manner, yet he was victorious, and defpifed, ridiculed, 
and even infulted my beauty. And as, O my fellow guefts, you are judges 
of the haughtinefs of Socrates, I call the Gods and GoddefTes to witnefs, that 
I rofe from Socrates no otherwife than if I had flept with my father, or my 
elder brother. 

What then do you fuppofe were my thoughts after this, conceiving that 
I had been defpifed, but admiring the nature, the temperance and fortitude 
of this man ? conceiving that I had met with fuch a man for prudence and 
fortitude, as I fhould never have expected to find ? Hence I could not be 
in any refpecl: angry with him, nor could I abandon his converfation, nor 
difcover any means of alluring him. For I well knew that it is much more 
difficult to fubdue him by money, than it was to vanquifh Ajax by the 
racier of Socrates. Admirably, therefore, is it obferved by Jamblichus, (De Myft. p. 2 2 . ) u that 
as in comedies and tragedies, on beholding the paffions of others we reprefs our own, render them 
moderate, and are purified from them •, in like manner in the myfteries, by feeing and hearing 
things indecent, we are liberated from the injury with which the performance of them is at
tended." He adds, "Things of this kind, therefore, are introduced for the fake of healing our 
foul, moderating the maladies which adhere to it through generation, and freeing it from its 
bonds-, and hence Heraclitus very properly called them remedies. At* rouro rv T J J xupudia xat 

rpayfiux o^orpta iraH Stufovvrts tvraptv ra otxua naQv, xai ptrpiurepa arrtpya^ofxiQay xat a7roxa9aipof*tv 

i v T I T O I J Upas, Szapairi ricri xai axcus-paa 1 rcov aiaxfuv) a7ro\ue(ie&a tyis titt ruv tpyu? air avruv oufA-

iwrrovGni £jvaCw$. Qtpaneias ouv wwa rri$ ev r\ptv ^vx^i *«« yarpiornrcs TOJV 3ta rnu ym<rtv irpocfvo-
pivuv aurn xanaVy ^vatrng rs airo ruv ciTpcov, xat anateayvs XafiVJ T a T C . a w T a 7rpo<raytrcu' xat dta T O I / T O 

41XOTW5 aura axia 'Hpaxtetros 7TfOQ-emtv» 

9 fword; 
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fword; and that by which alone I thought he might be enfhared deceived 
me. Hence I wandered about dubious, and more enflaved by this man 
than any one by any other. All thefe things, therefore, were at that time 
effected by me. After this, he was my affociate and my daily gueft in the 
military expedition againft Potidaca. And here, in the firft place, he not 
only- furpaffed me, but all others, in labours. Hence, when we were 
compelled through a deficiency of provifions to faft, as is fometimes the cafe 
in armies, the reft were nothing to him with refpect to endurance. Again, 
in feafts at the military table, he alone was the only perfon that appeared to 
enjoy them ; and though he was unwilling to drink, yet when compelled 
he vanquifhed all the reft. And what is the moft wonderful of all, no one 
ever faw Socrates intoxicated. However, it feems to me that a confutation 
of this will immediately follow *, But with refpect to endurance in the 
feverity of the winter (for the' winter there is very fevere), he performed 
wonders ; and once, the cold being fo dreadful that no one could venture 
out of his tent, or, if he did venture, he was very abundantly clothed, and 
had his feet bound and wrapt in wool and fheep-fkins, Socrates then went 
out with juft the fame clothing as before this he was accuftomed to wear. 
He likewife marched through the ice without ftioes, more eafily than others 
with fhoes. But the foldiers beheld .him as one who defpifed them. And 
thus much for thefe particulars. 

Again, what this ftrenuous man did and endured in that army, it is worth 
while to hear. For thinking deeply about fomething one morning, he ftood 
confidering it; and though he was not able to difcover what he was in-
veftigating, he did not defift, but ftood exploring. It was now too mid-day, 
and the foldiers perceived him, and wondering, faid one to the other, that 
Socrates had ftood from the morning cogitating *. At length fome of the 

Ionian 
1 Alcibiades fays this as being intoxicated himfelf. 

* Socrates is not the only inftance of this dominion of the rational foul over the body, but a 
fimilar abftracYion is related of other philofophers. It is faid of Xenocrates, the difciple of Plato, 
that he was for one hour every day abftra£led from body. Archimedes was fo intent on geo
metrical figures that he was infenfible to the capture of his country, and to the enemy (landing 
before him. Plotinus, as his difciple Porphyry informs us, was often fo abftracted from body, as 
to be united by an ineffable energy with the higheft God ; and this alfo once happened to Porphyry. 
Heraclitus and Democritus, in order to obtain this abftra&ion in perfection, withdrew into foli

tude. 
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Ionian foldiers when it was evening, having fupped (for it was then fum-
mer), laid themfelves down on the bare ground, that they might obferve 
whether he continued in the fame pofture through the night. But he ftood 
till it was morning and the fun rofe ; after which he departed, having firft 
adored the fun. If you are alfo willing, hear how he conducted himfelf in 
battle ; for it is but juft to relate this. For in that engagement in which 
the commanders of the army conferred on me thofe rewards which are ufually 
given to fuch as have conducted themfelves beft in battle, no other man 
faved me than Socrates; for, as I was wounded, he was not willing to leave 
me, but preferved both my arms and me. And I indeed, O Socrates, at 
that time urged the commanders to give you the rewards which are be
ftowed on the moft valiant; and for faying this, you neither blame me, nor 
accufe me of fpeaking falfely. The commanders, however, looking to my 
dignity, wifhed to give mp thofe rewards, you alfo being more defirous that 
I fhould receive them than yourfelf. 

Further ftill, O fellow guefts, it was well worth while to behold Socrates 
when our army fled from Delium ; for I happened to be in that battle 
among the cavalry, but Socrates was among the foot. The ranks, there
fore, being broken, he and I aches retreated; and I meeting with and feeing 
the troops, immediately ex< orted them to take courage, and faid that I 
would not abandon them. Here then I could fee Socrates better than at 
Potidaea; for I was in left fear, becaufe I was on horfeback. In the firft 
place, therefore, he greatly furpaffed Laches in prudent caution ; and, in 
the next place, he appeared to me, O Ariftophanes, to carry himfelf loftily, 
as you alfo fay he does here, and darting his eye around calmly to furvey 
both friends and enemies; fo that it was manifeft to every one, and even to 
him that was at a confiderable diftance, that he who touched this man 

tude. Hence the former of thefe through intenfe fludy was of a forrowful afpect j and the 
latter, when he began to recall his intellect from the fenfes, and was impeded by his eyes, blinded 
himfelf. In (hort, all thofe who have made great difcoveries in the regions of fcience have 
accomplifhed this by retiring from body into the fublime tower of intellect. Hence Plato fays in 
the Phaedrus, that the intellects of philofophers efpecially recover the wings of the foul, becaufe 
they are always attentive to divine concerns ; and on this account he at one time calls fuch phi
lofophers divine, and at another fons of the Gods. Hence too Ariftotle fays, in his Problems, 
that all who have excelled in any art have been melancholy, whether they were born fuch, or 
whether they became fuch by continued meditation. 

would 
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would be very ftrenuoufly refilled. Hence both he and his companion 
retreated with fecurity y for fcarcely was any one attacked who thus con-
duded himfelf in the battle, but they purfued thofe that fled rapidly and in 
diforder. 

There are many other things, indeed, in which Socrates is admirable, and 
for which he might be praifed. And in other purfuits, others perhaps 
may merit the fame praife; but to refemble no man, neither of the antients 
nor the moderns, this is a circumftance worthy of all wonder. For fuch as 
Achilles was, fuch alfo it may be conjectured was Brafidas 1 and others : 
and again, fuch as Pericles was, fuch alfo it may be faid were Antenor and 
Neftor. And there are likewife others that after the fame manner may 
be compared with others. But fuch a prodigy is this man, both as to him
felf and his difcourfes, that no one by fearching will find any man that 
nearly refembles him, neither among thofe of the prefent age nor among 
the antients. He can, therefore, only be faid to refemble, both in himfelf 
and his difcourfes, thofe things to which I have compared him, viz. no one 
among men, but the Silenuses and Satyrs. For I omitted to mention this 
before, that his difcourfes are moft fimilar to the Silenuses when opened. 
For the difcourfes of Socrates, to him who is willing to hear them, will at 
firft appear to be perfectly ridiculous; fince the nouns and verbs which he 
employs externally enfold a certain gift of a reviling Satyr. For he fpeaks 
of affes and their burthens, of copper-fmiths, fhoe-makers and tanners, and 
he always appears to fay the fame things through the fame; fo that every 
unfkilful and ignorant man will ridicule his words. But he who beholds his 
difcourfes when opened, and penetrates into their depth, will, in the firft 
place, find that they alone of all other difcourfes contain intellect within 
them ; and, in the next place, that they are moft divine, are replete with 
numerous images of virtue, and have a very ample extent, or rather extend 
themfelves to every thing which it is fit he fhould confider who intends to 
become a truly worthy man. Thefe then are the things, my fellow guefts, for 
which I praife and alfo for which 1 blame Socrates. I have likewife inferted in 
them the injuries which he has done me. Nor has he alone acted in thismanner 
towards me, but alfo towards Charmides the fon of Glauco, Euthydemus the 

1 Brandas was a famous Spartan general, who, after many great victories obtained over Athens 
and other Grecian Hates, died of a wound at Amphipolis, which Cleon the Athenian had befieged. 

fon 
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(on of Diodes, and very many others; for he has deceived thefe, as if he 
had been their lover, when at the lame time he rather became the beloved 
object himfelf. Hence, I caution you, O Agatho, not to be deceived by this 
man, but, knowing what I have fuffered, take care, and do not, as the pro
verb fays of fools, become wife by experience. 

Ariftodemus related, that when Alcibiabes had thus fpoken, the freedom of 
his fpeech excited a general laugh, becaufe he appeared to have for Socrates 
an amatory regard. Socrates, therefore, faid, You feem to me, O Alcibiades,. 
to be fober ; for, otherwife, you would not have attempted in fo elegant 
and circuitous a manner to conceal that for the fake of which you have faid 
all thefe things, nor would you have afferted that which,, as if foreign from 
the purpofe, you have added at the end ; as if the intention of all that you 
have faid was not to feparate me and Agatho. For you think that I ought 
to love you and no other, and that Agatho ought to be loved by you, and by 
no one befides. Neither is this Satyric and Silenic drama of yours concealed 
from, but is perfectly evident to, us. But, dear Agatho, may none of thefe 
his contrivances fucceed ! and let us endeavour that nothing may feparate 
you and me. To this Agatho replied, Indeed, Socrates, you appear to fpeak 
the truth ; and I infer that he fits between you and mer that he may fepa
rate us. He will, however, derive no advantage from this ; for I will come 
and fit next to you. By all means, faid Socrates, come hither, and fit below 
me. O Jupiter ! Alcibiades exclaimed, how much do I fuffer from this 
man ! He thinks it is neceffary to furpafs me in every thing ; but, O won
derful man, fuffer Agatho, if no one elfe, to fit between us. It is impoflible,. 
faid Socrates : for you have praifed me, and it is necefTary that I fhould now 
praife him fitting at my right hand. If, therefore, Agatho reclines under 
you, he certainly will not again praife me before he has been praifed by me. 
But ceafe, O demoniacal man, and do not envy my praife of the lad ; for I 
very much defire to pafs an encomium on him. Excellent! excellent! faid 
Agatho to Alcibiades: there is no reafon why I fhould ftay here, but there 
is every reafon that I fhould change my feat, that I may be praifed by So-
elates. Thefe things, faid Alcibiades, are ufual : when Socrates is prefent, 
it is impoffible for any other to fhare the favours of the beautiful. And now 
obferve how eafily, and with what perfuafive language, he draws this youth 
to him. After this Agatho rofe, that he might fit by Socrates: but on a fud-

VOL. in. 3 y dea 
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den many revellers came to tbe gates, and, finding them open, in confequence 
of fome one having gone out, they entered and feated themfelves. Hence, 
all things were full of tumult; and as there was no longer any order ob
ferved, every one was compelled to diink a great quantity of wine. Arifto
demus therefore faid, that Eryximachus and Phaedrus, and fome others, 
went home to take fome fleep; but that he flept there very abundantly, the 
nights being long, and rofe about daybreak, the cocks then crowing. When, 
therefore, he had rifen, he faw that fome of the guefts were afleep, and that 
others had departed; but that Agatho, Ariftophanes, and Socrates, were the 
only perfons awake, and were drinking to the right hand out o f a great bowl. 
He alfo added, that Socrates was difcourfing with them ; but that he did not 
recollect what the difcourfe was, becaufe he was not prefent at the begin
ning of it, as he was then afleep. However, the fum of it, he faid, was 
this, that Socrates compelled them to acknowledge that it was the province 
of the fame perfon to compofe comedy and tragedy ; and that he who was by 
art a tragic, was alfo a comic poet. When they had affented to thefe things 
by compulfion, and not very readily, Ariftodemus faid, they fell afleep; 
and that Ariftophanes fell afleep firft, and afterwards, it being now day, 
Agatho; but that Socrates, they being afleep, rifing, went out, he as ufual 
following him. And laftly, that Socrates went to the Lyceum, and, having 
wafhed himfelf as at another time, converfed there the whole day, and in the 
evening went home to reft. 

TJHE END OF THE BANQUET. 
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O W 

THE PARMENIDES. 

FROM THE MS. COMMENTARY* OF PROCLUS ON THAT,DIALOGUE. 

T H E beginning of this admirable Commentary, which is dedicated to Afclepbdotus 
the phyfician, is as follows:—" I befeech all the Gods and Goddefles to lead my in
tellect to the propofed theory, and, enkindling in me the fplendid light of truth, to 
expand my dianoetic power to the fcience of beings, to open the gates of my foul to 
the reception of the divine narration of Plato, and, conducting, as to a port, my know* 
ledge to the moft fplendid of being, to liberate me from an abundance of falfe wif
dom, and the wandering about non-beings, by a more intellectual converfe with real 
beings, through which alone the eye of the foul is nouriflied and watered, as Socrates 
fays in the Phaedrus. And may the intelligible Gods impart to me a perfect intellect; 
the intellectual, an anagogic power ; the fapermundane rulers, an energy indiflbluble 
and liberated from material knowledge; the governors of the world, a winged life ; 

* Though I have already cited largely from thfs admirable Commentary, yet I rejoice in the opportunity 
which is afforded me of making the following additions from it. There is not, perhaps, among the writings 
of the antients any one which, on the whole, is fo well calculated to lead the lover of wifdom gradually to a 
knowledge of the moft fublime, arduous, and felicitous doctrines of the philofophy of Plato. Ineftimably 
great are the benefits which I have derived from the ftudy of it j and it is my elrneft wifh that the reader of 
thefe and the preceding extracts may be able to ftrengthen this teftimony of its excellence by his own ex
perience. For, if I may be allowed to prophefy, this Work, if not at prefent, will at fome future period be 
the fource of the greateft good to rnanlcirfd, and will be admired and ftudied as it deferves, while the duration 
of writings of a different kind, though now fo popular, will, when Compared with the extent of this, be 
fleeting like that of morning dreams. 



bZ4 A D D I T I O N A L N O T E S 

the angelic choirs, a true unfolding into light of divine concerns ; beneficent daemon*, 

a plenitude of infpiration from the G o d s ; and heroes, a magnanimity permanently 

venerable and elevated ! And, in fhort, may all the divine genera perfectly prepare 

me for the participation of the moft infpeclive and myftic theory which Plato unfolds to 

ns in the Parmenides, with a profundity adapted to the things themfelves ! And mayeft 

thou*, who art truly agitated with divine fury, io conjunction with Plato, who wert 

my affociate in the reftoration of divine truth, my leader in this theory, and the true 

hierophant of thefe divine doctrines, fill me with thy molt pure intellectual concep

tions ! F o r , w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h i s t y p e o f p h i l o s o p h y , T s h o u l d s a y , t h a t 

IT C A M E TO MEN FOR THE B E N E F I T OF TERRESTRIAL S O U L S ; THAT I T MIGHT Bg 

INSTEAD O F STATUES, I N S T E A D OF T E M P L E S , INSTEAD O F THE WHOLE O F SACRED* 

INSTITUTIONS, AND THE LEADER OF SAFETY B O T H TO THE MEN THAT NQW, ARE, 

AND TO THQSE THAT SHALL EXIST HEREAFTERf. Ev%0}ACXL TjQig BiOig %a<Tl XCF,I 7rct<raift 
l7to$YI'YY}<R<nt pov TOVVOW sigrnv 7rpox^I^VNY Bswptocv, KPU, <Pu)££v SPOT. <TTI/\7ri>ov RNG ctknOsuxg uw,% 

uy#VT«c avof^Kuja-CCI rnv S^rjv LIAVOTOTV £7F' UVRNV. TVV TUN QVTOOV ETFIORXR^nV) AVOIDANT rag TY\$ 

tpVX^c rng e^g trvKctg stg v7iolo%^v tnjg svQsov ROV HXctTWVog vipyiynvsMg, xoct op^ICROCVRIXG ju-otf 

7qv YVUTIV sig TO QUVOTUTO'J TOV ovrog, TRCTVTCTIY.S RNG TraKXng Sv^Qo-OIPIPCG) xcci rng 7rspi roc prf 

EVRET TTXCXVYIG, rn ^ i p ' ret WTU VOSPCVTOTRN $iarpi£Y> TRAP1 cCn pevov TO rng fyiyjig op^at RPTTYZRUI rt 
yjxt otphrat xa9cc7rsp <Pr}<riv o sv rw Qcxilpc* SwxpocTng. svSauvat TS pot, vow /xfv TeXsov> roig vo*}-* 
toig Seotg' ^VVAPIV c t v o L y w y o v , ROTG voepoic" evspyeiav H OCXVTOV XAI A^si^uv^ TCAJV VXIXOOV YVW* 

triuv, TOig V7T6g T u v OVJUIV oXwv n y s p o v o u g ' (JMYIV H*£ G'X'rig&FX.syyjv, ROTG TQV XOCRPOV XOTYJSVRCCIG" 

AKPXVVIV o*& RUIV BC-IUJV otXyQqv, rotg UYYZXTXOIG %of>oig* UTVoirXY^Q'fv H RNG WCC^CC, Ssouv s7ri7rvoiocgf 

T c i g ccyotQoig "HOCI^ovoag' PSYOCXOTYOOVCT XOTI os^v/iv XCTT Ju%A>7v XCTTOC crracr/v, ioig YGUCRU 

TTctvrot ccirXoog BSHX yevn, ITOCOXO-XZVYIV tvQrjmt poi rsXsotv stg TYJV p i T o v o - i o t v rng PRCONTXIXOI" 

TotTyjg TOV HXarcuvog xcci [AVO-TIKOUTCITYG Bcwototg, n% sx^otivn jic*y YIJJLIV oevzog sv roa Ha^sy/fy 

fjiiTCt Trig TROOO-RIKOVCTYIG TO:G %ooty[MXCI (3a9vrrLTOG. ctvY}7rXc*>CR:- o*s TOCIG soevrov XA§oc^coroiT<xig £7n-

SoXtxig o TCA) UXXTWVI [/.EV cv FIOTXYJVVOTG cog uXrfiw; xai o^OVTIOG xaToco-ROCG (lege opoo10typg: 

X<XT0t70C<RTC(T7}C.) Tltf BctOC£ aXiiSilOCg, TY\g H BiCOOiCtg IJLLV YSVOJJLSVOG TWING nytpWi *>Qtt TWV SilUiV! 

* Proclus here invokes his preceptor Syrianus; by which it appears that this Commentary was writtep 
after the death of that great philofopher. 

t This concluding fentence forms the molto to this tranflation of Plato's works. 

J T0V1W1 
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VOVTOVV Xcyuv ovTtog isptfPctvTrjg. ov eyw $atv;v cxv Qihoirbtptag rvirov sig otvQpumovg eXQetv CTT* 

evi(>ye(rioc TCOV t j )$£ ibv%wv9 avri tew ay•cthycttwv, avri TWV t^uiv, avri ryg o\v\g ay urn tag aw-

7Y\g, KCCI (rouTY^iccg agxyyov Totg yz wv ovcrtv uvfytv'notg x.at roig u<rav9tg y$vyia-Qy.$vQi$. 

Page 3 7 . TVbeu we arrived at Athens from CJazomenid, &c. 

The Italic philofophers, fays Proclus, being converfant with the fpeculation of the 
forms of beings, concerned themfelves but little with the philofophy of objects of opi
nion ; but thofe of Ionia paid little attention to the theory of intelligibles, but mi
nutely confidered nature, and the works of nature. Socrates and Plato, however, par
ticipating of both thefe philofophies, gave perfection to the fubordinate, and unfolded 
the more elevated. This, indeed, Socrates manifefts in the Phaedo, when he fays, 
that formerly he was a lover of phyfiology, but that afterwards he recurred to forms' 
and the divine caufes of beings. Hence, that which they demonftrate in their philo
fophy, by giving perfection both to the Ionic and Italic doctrines, this Plato appears 
to me to have indicated by the prefent circumflance; and what is wonderful in it, and 
fufficiently explanatory of the things which are here difcufled, thofe from Ionia come 
to Athens, that they may partake of more perfect dogmas : but thofe from Athens do 
not for the fame reafon go to Italy, that they may partake of the Italic philofophy; but, 
on the contrary, being at Athens, they there communicate their proper dogmas. 
Thus, alfo, thofe who are able to look to beings themfelves, will perceive that things 
firft arc every where prefent with unimpeded energy, as far as to the laft of things, 
through fuch as are middles ; that fuch as are laft are perfected through middles ; and 
that middles receive into themfelves that which is imparted by firft natures, but move 
and convert to themfelves fuch as are laft. Let, therefore, Ionia be a fymbol of na
ture; but Italy of an intellectual effence; and Athens of that which has a middle 
fubfiftence, through which, to excited fouls, there is an afcent from nature to intellect. 
This, therefore, Ccphalus immediately fays in the Introduction, that coming from 
Clazomenia to Athens for the fake of hearing the difcourfes of Parmenides, he met 
in the forum with Adijnantus and Glauco, and through thefe becoming acquainted 
with Antiphon, heard the difcourfes, which he related as he had learnt them from Py
thodorus, who had heard them from Parmenides. Through this alfo it is indicated, 

that 
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fhat he who is to be led back to an intelligible eflence o.-ght, in the firfl: place, to be 
excited from body, and to fly from a communion with i t : for the body is the habita
tion of the foul. In the next place, that he fhould connect himfelf with the allotment 
of Minerva among wholes, through the participation of which allotment, it is no 
longer wonderful that the/oul fhould become a fpeclator of firft entities, and through 
thefe arrive at the inflection of the unities of beings. But if you are not only willing 
to fpeak in this manner, but ftill more univerfally, you may fay, that the Gods who 
govern nature, and the all-various powers of material forms, and who alfo contain the 
whole of indivifible and fenfible reafons, are fufpended from the firft caufe, and, being 
illuminated by Minerva, are converted to the intellectual region, and haftily withdraw 
themfelves from the mundane fyftem ; for this alio is faid to be the habitation of the 
Gods which it contains. By this converfion, alfo, they are led to the united multitude 
of beings, and there, through divine power, proceed to the monad of all multitude. 
For what is here faid by Plato affords an image of thefe things to thofe that are not 
entirely unacquainted with fuch-Iike fpeculations. For every phyfical form is worfe 
than multitude ; but the multitude above this is, indeed,, as it is faid to be, multitude, 
but alfo participates of a coordinate unity. But prior to this is the exempt one, to 
which there is an afcent through the duad as a medium. The departure, therefore, 
from Clazomenia evinces an energy exempt from phyfical reafons; but the meeting 
with Adimantus and Glauco in the forum indicates the dominion of the duad in 
united multitude; and the affociation with Antiphon through thefe, the returning to 
their unity, by which they derive perfection, and a plenitude of divine goods. For 
in every order of Gods-there is a monad, and the dominion of the duad, and the whole 
of diftributed is conjoined with the monad, through united multitude, and the duad 
it contains, which is the mother, and, as it were, root of this multitude. 

Thefe things, as I have faid, afford an image of the Gods themfelves, and will pre
fent to thofe who are willing to follow the analogy, an abundance of conception. For 
you may obfervc that the Clazomenians are many, but that Adimantus and Glauco 
are two; and through thefe two the many communicate with Antiphon, who is one. 
And it is evident that every where the multiplied enjoys the monad through the duad ;. 
that things fecondary are always fufpended from the natures prior to them; and that 

a l l 
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all arc extended to the one Parmenidean intellect. For the Clazomenians *re in want 
of Adimantus and Glauco ; thefe lead the Clazomenians to Antiphon ; Antiphon fills 
them with the difcourfes of Pythodorus ; and Pythodorus is the meifenger of the con
verfation of Parmenides, Zeno, and Socrates. Thefe two again are united to Parme
nides, and wifh to adhere to his doctrine; Socrates, indeed, looking to the multitude 
of forms, but Zeno uniting this multitude, and battening to the one itfelf. We may 
alfo contemplate their order as follows:—Parmenides, Zeno, and Socrates, prefervean 
image of the whole of the divine order ; but thofe that follow are aflimilated to the fe
condary genera. And Pythodorus, indeed, may be ranked according to the fummit 
of daemons, announcing and tranfmitting to fecondary fuch things as proceed from 
primary natures. For both thefe pertain to this fummit; the one as to that which is 
filled, the other as to that which fills. But Antiphon may be ranked according to the 
demoniacal order itfelf. For this order ufes appetite and impulfea, and, in flaOrt, 
atTumcs a fecondary life. Hence, he is reprefented -as fkilled in the equeftrian art. 
He, therefore, is filled from thofe that are firft, but fills thofe after him with an ana-
gogic converfation from more elevated natures. But the Clazomenians are analogous 
to fouls converfant with generation, who require, indeed, the afliftance of proximate 
daemons, but all of them afpire afterthat which is on high, and the participation of 
divine difcourfe. Hence, leaving their habitation the body, they proceed from igno
rance to intellectual prudence, for this is Athens, and, in the firft place, are united to 
the daemons above them, to whom the forum and the duad pertain, and an afcent 
through the duad to the monad. But, in the fecond place, they are extended through 
thefe to certain angel6 and Gods: for all affociation and convcrfe between men and 
Gods, both when afleep and when awake, are through daemons, as Diotima fays in 
The Banquet. Again, therefore, according to another mode, we may transfer the 
analogy from things to perfons : and it is neceffary, prior to the myftiĉ thcory erf things 
themfelves, to exercife our dianoetic power in thefe as in images. For the men alio 
immediately meeting with Adimantus and Glauco, the brothers of Antiphon. on their 
coming to Athens, pofTefies an image of another theological conception, that amend
ing fouls derive much affifiance from good fortune, which coarranges them with fuch 
things as are proper, and where, and in fuch a manner as is proper; and alfo that we 
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do not alone require the gifts of good fortune in externals, but in the ahagogic ener

gies of the foul. Hence Socrates fays in the Phaedrus that mania about the object 

of love is given to the lover by the Gods with the greateft good fortune. And de

ducing fouls from the intelligible, he fays that different fouls defccnd into bodies 

with different fortunes. Prior to bodies, therefore, they experience the gifts of for

tune, and are governed by it, and led to that which is adapted to their nature. Very 

properly, therefore, are returning fouls here faid to be conjoined with the caufes which 

give perfection to them through a certain fortune. And you may again fee how here 

alfo the order of the perfons is prefcrved : for they meet with Adimantus and Glauco. 

But that of thefe men Glauco was the more perfect, Socrates manifefts in The Re

public ; for he there fays, that he always admired the nature of Glauco. So that, if 

Adimantus was the inferior, he very properly fays that they met with Adimantus and 

Glauco: for the imperfect is firft connected with the more imperfect, and through 

thefe partakes of the more perfect. 

The very firft fentence alfo manifefts the character of the dialogue ; for it is void of 

the fuperfluous, is accurate and pure. And indeed concife, pure, and fpontaneous 

language is adapted to- intellectual projections. Nor does Plato alone preferve this 

propriety of diction, but Parmenides alfo in his poetry, though the poetic form of 

compofition is accuftomed to ufe metaphors, figures, and tropes ; but at the fame time 

he embraces the unadorned, the fimple, and the pure form of enunciation. This is 

evident from fuch like exprefiions, as < e being approaches to being" (eov ystp eovri. 

TTEKCCQI) ; and again, " fince they now fubfift together (Wa vvv SCTIV opov); likewife, " it 

is not fit that there fhould be any thing, either greater or f m a l l e r ( O U T S TI ysic^ov, 

CVTS Tt fictiorspov 7rsKsv xpswv sa-Ti:) and every thing elfe of this kind. So that it rather 

appears to be profe than poetical language. It is evident, therefore, in this Intro

duction of Plato, firft, that he has chofen a rapid form of diction ; for this is adapted 

to the things themfelves. In the fecond place, he has attended to concifenefs, toge

ther with the figure of the impetuous, which entirely binds together the diction, and 

Tapidly gives completion to the conception. And, in the third place, he proceeds 

through the moft necefiary words, cutting off all fuch particulars from the narration*, 

as fome one for the fake of ornament might fophiftically add.. 

P. j8* 
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P. 38. And upon our legging him to relate the difcourfes, &c. 

The requcft of the Clazomenians reprefcnts the genuine adherence of fouls to their 
proper leaders. For they can no otherwife obtain a union and revolve in conjunction 
with the Gods, than through thefe daemons. But a knowledge of them, in the firfl 
place, precedes the rcqueft : for how can they make a requeft of thofe of whofe na
ture they are ignorant, and alfo of the benefits of which they are the leaders? In the 
next place, a defire of the participation of them fucceeds. For it is necefiary to 
afpire after the things of which we are in want, fince without afpiring we fhall not be 
in the order of thofe that are indigent. But the unwillingnefs of Antiphon to comply, 
prcfents us with an image of the occult and ineffable power of divine caufes. For a 
divine nature, wherever it may be, is with difficulty apprehended and known, and is 
fcarcely unfolded to fouls, even when they genuinely receive its participation, and a 
communion with it. For they require to be accuftomed to the divine fplendour which 
divine daemons exhibit to fouls extended to them, and haftening through them to per
ceive every thing divine. But to fouls firmly and ftably receiving them, thefe daemons 
expand and unfold divine truth. And this is the narration: an expanding and unfold
ing of things concealed, and an anagogic perfection imparted to fouls from divine 
daemons. 

P. 38. Antiphon, therefore, faid that Pythodorus related, &c. 

It appears tome, fays Proclus, that the reduction of all the perfons to Parmenides, 
indicates much of the truth of the things themfelves. For all the multitude and all 
the orders of beings arc united about their divine caufe. And this is indicated to the 
more fagacious, by faying in fucceflion, Antiphon, Pythodorus, Zeno, Parmenides. 
The mention alio of the Panathenaea contributes to the whole defign of the dialogue : 
for we learn from hiftory, that in the celebration of this feftival the Athenians dwelt 
together. Again, therefore, here alfo the multitude is united and coarranged about 
the Goddefs who prefides over the city. But this was the end of the dialogue, to 
fufpend all things from the one, and clearly to fhow that every thing is thence derived. 
The aflcrlion too, that thefe men did not come to Athens, but to the Panathenaea, is 
no fmall praife. They came, therefore, for the fake of the Goddefs and the feftival, 

3 z 2 and 
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and not for oftentation, nor to philofophize in a popular way, which is rejected by the 
Pythagoreans. For a thing of this kind is the bufinefs of a fophrft, and of men intent 
on gain. 

P. 38. That Parmenides was very much advanced in years, &rV. 

An elderly man among the Greeks was limited by feventy years. Parmenides, 
therefore, was very elderly. But he was called an old man who paffed beyond this 
decad. The countenance alfo of Parmenides was graceful through his life: for a cer
tain elegance and venerablenefs defcends from the foul in worthy men, and extends 
as far as to the body. Thefe things, however, may be much more perfectly furveyed 
in the foul itfelf. Thus, for inftance, the foul poflefles the elderly, from being fulf 
of intellect and fcience. For it is ufual to call intellectual difciplines, and thofe which 
embrace the whole of nature, hoary,, as it is evident from the Timaeus, in which thofe 
fouls are called juvenile with whom there is no hoary difcipline, viz. who do not ac
cording to their fummit participate of intellectual light. For the black belongs to the 
worfe, as the white to the better coordination. But the foul is xotXn h %oci ayaQvi Tqv 

cijjtv*, as extending its eye to intelligible beauty, and to thegoodnefs which gives fub
fiftence to all things, and through the participation of which all things are good. We 
may ftill, however, more perfectly furvey thefe things in the Gods, according to ana
logy. For where do the elderly and the hoary fubfift in fuch a manner as in them ? 
Which are likewife celebrated by theologifts among the paternal Gods. Where, alfo, 
are the beautiful and the good, fuch as they poflefe ? Plato alfo, in faying unitedly 
xaXov nayotOov, fpeaks in a manner the mod adapted to thofe natures in whom the one 
and the good are the fame. 

P. 38. But that Zeno was nearly forty years old, &c. 

Such was Zeno, perhaps indeed graceful and tall in his perfon, but much more Co 
in his difcourfes. For fuch things as Parmenides delivered in an intorted and con
tracted manner, thefe Zeno evolved, and extended into long difcuflions. And hence 
the fcurrilous Timon calls him either-tongued, as being at the fame time fkillcd in con
futation and narration. If alfo he is faid to have been beloved by Parmenides, the 

* i. c. Literally of a beautiful waAgood afj>e&. 
afcent 
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afcent indeed to both was to one and the fame divinity: for this is the peculiarity 
of the truly amatory art. But if you are wiMtog to fpeak mere perfectly, and to fcp 
that in the Gods themfelves things fecondary are contained in fuch as are firft, and 
that all things, in fhort, are conjoined to being itfelf from which the progreflion and 
extenfion to beings are derived/ you> will not, I think,, be very remote from the truth. 

P. 38. He likewife faid that he met with them together with Pythodorus, &c. 

Let their meeting with Pythodorus be a fymbol to thofe who look to paradigms* 
ef the Gods becoming firft unfolded into light through angels, aaad in the order of 
angels : for a houfe is a fymbof of the order of each. But this meeting being beyond the> 
walls, fignifies the exempt nnd incomprehensible nature of the Gods. As, therefore 
all appear collected in the hox'fe of Pythodorus, fome from the city, and others clfe-
where, fo alfo the governors of the world and the intelligible Gods become apparent 
in angels, and are known by us through the eflence of thefe. 

P. 3$. Where alfo Soerates came, &e. 

Here we may perceive how Socrates, through a difpofition naturally good in the 
extreme, earneftly follows thefe divine men, and how he does not affociate with 
lbphifts and the wife for the fame caufes. For he aflbciates with the former in 
order to confute their ignorance and pride, but with the latter in order to call forth 
their fcience and intellect. Here, therefore, he becomes the leader of the lovers of 
philofophy : for all of them defire to hear, but they obtain their defire together with 
and through him. But thefe things as well as the former are images of the Gods. 
Socrates was young, a young leader, Plato all but repeating what he fays in the 
Phaedms, "the mighty leader Jupiter firft proceeds, and the army of Gods and 
daemons follows him," For intellect being every where allotted a converfive order, 
leads upwards, and together with itfelf converts all the Multitude fufpended from it. 
Socrates alfo being young is a fymbol of the youthfulnefs which is celebrated in 
the Gods. For theology calls Jupiter himfelf and Bacchus boys and young; and, 
in fliort, thcologills thus call the intellectual when compared with the intelligible 
and paternal. But the defire of the writings of Zeno fymbolically manifefts how 

5 here 
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here thgfe which are the third in order, firft participate of the powers which are 
emitted in thole of the middle rank, but afterwards are conjoined with their fummits, 
and have communion with their intelligibles. 

T. 3*8. Zeno himfelf read to them, &c. 

Plato here affords us a wonderful indication of divine concerns; and he who is 
not afteep to analogies will fee in thefe images a fublime theory. For, in the firft 
place, Parmenides not being prefent at the beginning, but.when the difcourfe was 
firiifhed, is a fymbol of more divine caufes unfolding themfelves to fubordinate, after 
a perfect participation of proximate natures, but not before. The difcourfe of Zeno 
therefore, being completed, the great Parmenides appears; and together with him 
Pythodorus and Ariftotle enter, of, which two the former is Zcnonic, but Ariftotle 
is in a certain refpecl: Coarranged with Parmenides-; for he difpofes, together with 
him, the hypothefes, doing nothing elfe than anfwering. But here Parmenides, as 
we have often faid, is analogous to that which is every where firft among divine 
natures, whether it be the firft being, or the intelligible, or in whatever other way you 
may think fit to denominate it: for this is in all the divine orders, and in each of 
the Gods. Hence he fills all that hear him with divine conceptions, imitating that 
order which adorns all things, firft, middle, and laft : for he gives perfecl ion to Zeno, 
the middle being every where from that fummit: but he perfects Socrates through 
both himfdf and Zeno; juft as there the progreflion of third is through firfl and 
middle natures. He alfo perfects Pythodorus, but not fimply from himfelf alone, but 
in conjunction with Zeno and Socrates. But he gives perfection to Ariftotle laft of 
all, and from himfelf alone. For fomething is imparted from Parmenides as far as 
to the laft habit, to which the energy and power of Zeno do not proceed. Juft as 
the production of the firft being naturally extends further than that of life. But 
Zeno is himfelf filled from Parmenides, but fills in one way Pythodorus as his dif-
ciple, but in another way Socrates as one that explores together with him. Pytho
dorus, too, is not only able to participate of Zeno, but alfo of Socrates. For, in divine 
natures, the middle extends its energy to that which is pofterior to itfelf, and pro
ceeds through all things, imparting mere aptitude to the laft of its participants, which 

it 
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it again perfects in conjunction with the natures proximately fufpended from it. 
So that the former participation indicates the imperfect reprefentation of things firft, 
which it imparts energizing prior to fecondary natures. But the fecond participation in
dicates a perfection of rrprcfcntaiion fubfiftingrthrough things proximate. And Socrates, 
who is the third, gives completion to the triad which pervades through all numbers, arfd 
fubfifls analogous to the intellect which is there, or in whatever other way you may be 
willing to denominate it. Hence he firft participates of the doctrines of Zeno, an'd is 
conjoined through him with Parmenides ; juft as in the Gods, the intellect in each 
is proximately filled with a certain divine life, but through this is united with the 
intelligible itfelf, and its proper hyparxis. But Pythodorus, as being arranged accord
ing to the unfolding genus, is the difciple of Zeno, and participates of the prolific 
doubts of Socrates. For the Gods give fubfiftence to angels from middle and third 
powers, and not from fuch as are firft j for thefe are generative of Godsi And Arif-
totle is analogoufly arranged to fouls which through a divine afflatus are often conjoined 
with the moft divine natures, but afterwards fall from this blcftedncfs.. For it is 
nothing wonderful, that a foul which is now cntheaftically difpofed fhould again 
choofe an atheiftical and dark life. But he is filled from Parmenides alone; fince 
in the Gods alfo, it is the property of fuch as are firft to impart to fouls of this kind 
a certain participation of divine light, through tranfcendency of power. Thus theo
logifts denominate an intellectual life Saturnian, but not Jovian, though the afcent is-
through the mighty Jupiter. But as Jupiter, being filled from his father, and-amend
ing to him as to his proper intelligible, elevates alfo that which is pofterior to himfelf;. 
in like manner fouls, though they make their afcent together with Jupiter, yet that 
intellectual life fills the middle and third orders'of them, and, in the laft place, fouls 
which energize cnthufiaftically about it. Nor fhould you wonder if divine natures 
have fuch an order with refpect to each other, fince you may alfo behold in philo-
fophers themfelves, how he who among thefe is more perfect is alfo more powerful, 
and benefits a greater number. Thus Cebcs or. Simmias benefits himfelf alone, or 
fome other fimilar to himfelf; but Socrates benefits himfelf, and thefe, and Thrafy-
machus. In like manner Parmenides, being more powerful, benefits him who has 
the leaft aptitude of thofe that are aflembled. But he manifefts the obfeurity of 
the participation by calling him the youngeft of thofe that are prefent; which is a 

fymbol. 
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fymbol of an imperfect habit; and by adding that he afterwards became one of the 
thirty tyrants; whence alto we juftly confidered him as analogous to thofe fouls that 
-once lived enthufiaftically, and in conjunction with angels, juft as he makes his 
entrance together with Pythodorus, but who afterwards fall from this power. For 
Pythodorus remains in bis proper habhs, fo that he alfo partakes of another con
verfation ; juft as the angelic tribe always remains wholly beneficent, and fills fecondary 
with the participation of divine natures. But Ariftotle inftead of a philofopher be-
comes a tyrant. For foute which poflefs a life of this kind according to habitude 
and not cffentially, fometimes depart from this order, and defcend into the realms of 
generation: for a tyranny is a fymbol of the life in generation ; fince fuch a life 
becomes fituated under the throne of Neeeflity, in confequence of being led under 
paffive, unftable and difordered appetite. For Ariftotle having been one of the 
thirty tyrants that governed Athens/ contains a rcprefentation of a gigantic and earth-
born life, which rules over Minerval and Olympian goods. When reafon and in
tellect take the lead m fuch fouls, then Olympian benefits and thofe of Minerva have 
dominion, and the whole life is royal and philofophic; but when multitude, or in 
fhort that which is worfe and earth-born, holds the reins of empire, then the whole 
life is a tyranny. If, therefore, Plato fays that Ariftotle was one of the thirty tyrants, 
it will appear to be the fame as if he had faid, that he is analogous to fouls who at 
one time energize enthufiaftically, and at another rank among the earth-born race, 
and who, by fubmilting their life to thofe moft bitter tyrants the paffions, become 
themfelves tyrants over themfelves. And perhaps the philofopher manifefts through 
thefe things, that it is not impoffible for the fame foul to evolve different lives, and at 
one time to philofbphiae, and at another to live tyrannically; and again to pafs from a 
tyrannic to a philofophic life, 

P. 38. If beings are many, it is requifite that the fame things fhould he hoth ftmilar 
and diffimilar, &c. 

Through thefe and the other arguments of Zeno it is fhown that it is impoflible for 
the many to have a fubfiftence when deprived of the one. Beginning from hence too, 
we fhall find a concife way to the firft principle of things. It is necefiary, therefore, 
that there fhould cither be many principles not participating of a certain one, or that 

there 
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here fhould be One principle only void of multitude, or many principles participating 
of the one, or one containing multitude in itfelf. But if there are many principles 
deftitute of the one] all fuch abfurdities will happen, as the arguments of Zeno adduce 
to thofe who aflert that beings are many without the one. If there are many prin
ciples, but which participate of a certain one, i. e . which have a certain one con-
fubfiftent with their, that participated one muft proceed to its participants from 
another one which has a prior fubfiftence : for every one which is fomething belong
ing to other things proceeds from that which is fimply one. But if there is one 
principle poiTeffing in itfelf multitude, it will be a whole, and will confift from the 
many parts or elements which it contains. And this will not be the truly one, but a 
paifive one, as we learn from the Sophifta. In confequence of this, too, it will neither 
be fimple nor fufficient, things which it is neceffary the principle fhould poflefs. 
It is neceffary, therefore, that there fhould be one principle of all things void of mul
titude. And thus much we may collect from all the arguments of Zeno. 

We may alfo obferve that Socrates again imitates, his paradigm intellect, expanding 
himfelf and his intellections to Zeno, and calling forth his fcience. For in the para
digms of thefe men the fubordinate fufpend the whole of their energy from the middle 
natures, and, through an expanfion of their proper powers, are fupernally filled with 
more perfect goods. 

P. 39. Is it not then the fole intention of your difcourfes to evince by contefting, &c. 

Parmenides, eftablifhing himfelf in the one, and furveying the monad of all beings, 
*dots not convert himfelf to multitude and its diflipated fubfiftence; but Zeno flies 
from multitude to the oney and takes away multitude. For the former of thefe 
two is fimilar to one purified, elevated, and having laid allde the multitude in him
felf ; but the latter to one afcending, and laying afide multitude, and "this becaufe he 
is not entirely feparated from it. Hence contention (TO lix^ocxsT^ai) is adapted to 
him ; for he docs not yet poflefs a tranquil life, feparated from impediments ; nor, as 
it oppofes multitude, does it yet end in the one alone. But this contention, and this 
ending through many arguments in the fame negative conclufion, manifeft to Socra
tes that the many do not fubfift feparate from the one: for Plato affimilates the path 
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through negations to a battle. Thus in the Republic he exhorts to difcourfe about 
the good, as if piercing through a battle, thinking it fit to fpeak of it in no other 
way than through negative conclufions. And here it is necefiary, indeed, not to confidor 
the word contending carelefsly; but through tfeis we fhould make it known, that both 
in this place, and in the Republic, contention is intended by Plato to fignify negations. 
As each of the arguments too of Zeno is fclf-perfecl, and denaonftrativc of the corv-
clufion, this is the peculiarity of fcientific power. 

P. 40. Do you think that there is a certain form of fimilitude, &c. 

Parmenides leading upwards all beings to the exempt one being, or being itfelf, and' 
withdrawing his conceptions from that which is multiplied and diftributed, to the one 
monad of all the multitude of beings, the many on the contrary give the multitude of 
beings a precedency to intellect and union, and do not even confider being itfelf as the 
principle ; butt hey affert that diftributed multitude fimply fubfifts, and receives a pro
greflion into being feparate from being itfelf. That thus thinking, however, they de
fame the doctrine of Parmenides, is evident. For, Parmenides being of opinion that being 
fhould be confidered as alone characterized by unity, feparate from multitude, they on 
the contrary efiablifh multitude deprived of unity i though indeed it is impoffible that 
multitude fhould notart i cipate of the one: for every multitude is of the one. All multi
tudes, therefore, and all the bulks of bodies, arc vanquifhed by the participation of unity. 
Hence if multitude requires the one, but the one is unindigent of multitude, it is better 
to call being one, than the many alone fubfifting by themfelves feparate from the 
participation of the one. And Parmenides indeed, evincing that being is one, gives 
fubfiftence alfo to the multitude of beings, not only to that of fenfibles, but likewife 
to the multitude of intelligibles : for in thefe there is a divine number of all things 
united to each other. Empedocles alfo afterwards perceiving this, as being himfelf 
a Pythagorean, calls the whole of an intelligible nature a fphere, as being united to 
itfelf, and afferts that it attracts to itfelf, through beauty, the beautifying and uniting 
God. For all things there, loving and/kfiring each other, are eternally united to 
each other. Their love alfo is intelligible, and their aflbciation and mixture are 
ineffable. But the many being exiles from union, and the monad of beings, and 

through) 



O N T H E P A R M E N I D E S . 54f 

through their life, which is divisible and diflributed, being drawn down to multitude^ 
to multiform opinions, to indefinite phantafies, to paflive fenfes and material appe-
tites/confider the manics themfelves feparate from their union, and do not fee in what 
manner thefe manys are vanquifhed, through the coordinated monads which they 
contain, how things indefinite are fubject to definite meafures, and how diflipated 
natures fubfift in fympathy and in union through the participation of things common ; 
and«not perceiving this, they wander from the truth, and bafely revile and deride the 
doctrine of Parmenides. Zeno, therefore, knowing that they were thus affected, 
becomes indeed a corrector of multitude, but a leader to intellect from folly, and a 
guardian of the doctrine of his preceptor. And at firft he perfuades to recur from 
thefe multitudes to the unities in the many, and to behold how this multitude, though 
tending to infinity, is at the fame time vanquifhed by the monad of beings, and is 
held together by a certain unity which it contains. But he perfuades, aflliming a n 
hypothefis plcafing to the vulgar, viz. the fubfiftence of multitude deprived of unity : 
for thus their aflertion is eafily confuted; fince, if they had eftablifhed the many 
together with the one, they would not as yet be confuted through his arguments. 
Parmenides alfo himfelf manifefts in his hypothefis, that he is accuftomed to fhow 
that the fame thing is fimilar and diflimilar, no otherwife than by receiving the many 
feparate from the one. 

Zeno, therefore, as we have faid, confiders thefe many deprived of the one, which ac-
eedes to, and is contained in them. Nor yet does he confider intelligibles alone, nor fen
fibles alone, but, in fhort, all fuch things as arc faid to be many in the intelligible and fen-, 
fible orders. For it is the province of a more perfect and principal fcience to extend 
the fame method to all things of a fimilar form, and to furvey in all things that which 
is analogous. Whether, therefore, there is intelligible, or fenfible, or intellectual, or 
dianoetic multitude, all this is aflumed at prefent. Hence it is requifite to difcover 
how multitudes are no where to be found deprived of the one. For, if they were 
deprived of the one, they would be at the fame time fimilar and diflimilar; fince things 
which do not participate of one and the fame are diflimilar to each other ; and again^ 
according to this very thing, they communicate with each other, viz. by not parti
cipating of the one. But things which poflefs fomething common and the fame are 
fimilar; fo that the fame things are both fimilar and diflimilar. If, therefore, the 
many are without a participation of the one, according to this one thing, the non-par-
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ttcipation of the one, they will be both fimilar and diffimilar; viz. confidered as 
pofleffing this in common they will be fimilar, but confidered as not pofleffing the 
one they will be diffimilar : for, becaufe they arc paffive to this very thing, the non-
participation of the one, they are fimilar; fo that the fome things are both fimilar and: 
diffimilar. For, in fhort, the pofieffion of nothing common is itfelf common to 
them : and hence the affertion fubverts itfelf. Indeed, the things which are mown to be 
both fimilar and diffimilar are again fhown to be neither fimilar nor diffimilar. For, if 
they do not participate of the one, they arerin fhort, not fimilar; fince fimilars arc fimilar 
by the participation of a certain one; for fimilitude is a certain onenefs. And again, 
if they do not participate of the one, this is common to them y but things of which/ 
there is fomething common, thefe according to this very thing are not diffimilar. . So 
that the many are neither fimilar nor diffimilar. It is impoffible, therefore,, that mul
titude can fubfift deprived of the one, becaufe fo many abfurdities happen to thofe who 
adopt fuch an hypothefis. For it is a dire thing that contradiction fhould concur; 
but more direthat this fhould be the cafe with contraries; and it is the moft dire of 
all things that both contraries and contradictions fhould be confequent to the affer
tion. By fhowing, therefore, that the fame thing is fimilar and diffimilar, we have 
collected contraries ; but by fhowing that the fame thing is fimilar and not fimilar, and 
neither of thefe, we have collected contradictions. For the fimilar is a contradiction 
to the not fimilar, and the diffimilar to the non-diffimilar. 

Hence alio we may be able to evince that it is impoffible there fhould be many 
firft principles. For, with refpect to thefe many principles, whether do they participate 
of one thing, or not of one thing ? For, if they participate, that which they participate 
will be prior to them, and there will no longer be many principles, but one principle. 
But if they do not participate, they will be fimilar to each other, in confequence of 
this non-participation being common to them, Imd diffimilar fo far as they do not 
participate of a certain common one. But this is impoffible, that the fame things 
according to the fame fhould be both fimilars and diffimilars. In like manner we 
may collect that thefe many principles are neither fimilars nor diffimilars. But if they 
were participants of a certain one, we could not collect that they are diffimilars 
according to the participation of this one, but only that they are fimilars: and thus 
we fhall fubvert the fubfiftence of many firfl principles. 

Through this method, therefore, Zeno evinces that it is impoffible to feparate the 
many 
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fomething 

many from the one, and rifes from multitude to the monads of the many, that we may 
perceive what the nature is of the exempt unities of things. For the coordinated 
monads are images of thofe that are uncoordinated. But Socrates agitating the dif
courfe about ideas; fuppofing things common to have a fubfiftence themfelves by 
themfelves, and furveying another multitude in them, thinks it proper that Zeno 
fhould alfo transfer this method to forms, and make it apparent in thefe, how the 
fimilar is diffimilar, and the diflimilar fimilar. And fhortly after Proclus further 
obferves as follows: 

Socrates, before he enters on the doubts in which a formal eflence is involved, afks 
Zeno whether he admits that forms have a fubfiftence, and whether or not he is 
among thofe who embrace this caufe as well as himfelf; and, in fhort, what 
opinion he has concerning them. For the Pythagoreans were contemplators of 
forms; and Socrates himfelf manifefts this in the Sophifta, calling the wife men in 
Italy, the friends of forms. But he who efpecially venerates and clearly eftablifhes 
forms is Socrates, from the inveftigation concerning definitions difcovering the 
nature of the things defined; and pafling from thefe as images to formal caufes 
themfelves. He, therefore, in the firft place, afks if Zeno alfo himfelf admits that 
there are forms, and venerates this effence of all things, fubfifting from and eftablifhed 
in itfelf, and not requiring any other feat, which he characterizes by the words itfelf by 
itfelf (avro juxf wo), conceiving that thefe words are properly adapted to this eiTence. 
For they indicate the unmingled, fimple, and pure nature of forms. Thus, through 
the word itfelf he fignifies the fimplicity of thofe things ; but, through the words by 
itfelf their purity unmingled with fecondary natures. And indeed, through the 
words by itfelf he feparates forms from the things predicated of the many. For 
which among thefe is by itfelf f fince it poflefles its fubfiftence in a habitude to fubjects, 
is collected from fenfible perception, is the object: of opinion, and is accommodated to 
the conceptions * of the phantafy. But by the word itfelf' he feparates forms from 
that which is common in particulars, and which is definable : for this is contained in 

* A thing of this kind is in modern language an abfracl idea. Such ideas as they are of an origin • 
pofterior, muft alfo be fubordinate to fenfibles j and the foul, if Hie has no higher conceptions, muft even bo 
viler than matter itfelf; matter being the recipient of eifential forms, and the foul of fuch as are generated 
from thefe. 
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fomething different from iffelf, and fubfifts together with matter; whence alfo it it 
filled with internal change, and is in a certain refpecl mortal, through communion 
with that which is material. By no means, therefore, muft it be faid, that forms 
which fubfift by themfelves, which are eftablifhed on a facred foundation, and are 
immaterial and eternal, are the fame with material forms of pofterior origin, and 
which are full of variety -and habitude. For the former are tinmmgled, undefiled 
arid fimple, and are eternally eftablifhed in the demiurgus of the univerfe ; poffeffing 
? the undefiled and the pure from inflexible deity, which proceeds together with 
the demiurgus,' but the fimple from the demiurgic intellectual eflence, which is 
fingle and impartible, and, as the Chaldaean theologifts would fay, has a fontal fub
fiftence. You may alfo fay that the term itfelf feparates form from thofe conceptions 
which are derived from fenfibles (swoyijLocToc). For no one of thefe is itfelf; fince they 
accord with the things of which thejr are the conceptions, belong to and fubfift in 
others. But the words by itfelf feparate form from that which fubfifts in particulars, 
and which is in fomething different from itfelf. 

Neither, therefore, muft we admit their opinion who fay that idea is the fame with 
that which is common in the many : for ideas fubfift prior to the things which are 
common in fenfibles, and the latter derive their fubfiftence from the former. Nor 
muft we affent to thofe who confider idea6 as the fame with thofe conceptions which 
we derive from fenfibles, and who, in confequence of this, inquire how there are not 
alfo ideas of individuals, and of things which are contrary to nature. For the con
ceptions of thefe things are entirely fecondary to the particulars from which they are 
excited, and arc in us, and not in the power that adorned the univerfe, and in whom 
we fay ideas fubfift. Nor yet muft wc admit the opinion of thofe who connect ideas 
with fpermatic reafons. For the reafons or productive principles in feeds are imperfect; 
and thofe in nature, which generates feeds, are deftitute of knowledge. But ideas fubfift 
in energy always the fame, and are effentially intellectual. If, therefore, we wifh 
to define their idiom through things which are more known, we muft receive from 
phyfical reafons, the producing that which they produce, by their very being; but 
from the reafons of art, the being gnoftic of the things which they make, though they 
do not make by their very being. Hence we fay that ideas are demiurgic, and at 
the fame time intellectual caufes of all things which are perfected according to 

nature, 
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nature, being immovable, prior to things moved, fimple prior to compofites, and fepa<-
rate prior to the things which are infeparable from matter. On this account, Parmenidea 
docs not ceafe difcourfing concerning them, till at the end of his arguments he fay* 
that they are Gods ; through this fignifying all that we have previoufly obferved. 

With refpecl to the fimilar and the diflimilar, thefe fubfift primarily in the demi
urgus, or, to fpeak more clearly, they have in him a fontal fubfiftence; fince they 
fubfift more confpicuoufly in the aflimilative Gods, and efpecially in the paternal Dei
ties of that order, as is evident from the fecond hypothefis of this dialogue. But fince 
the demiurgus poflbfle6 the one fountain of thefe, the form of fimilitude is alfo con
tained in him, prefubfifting in the one monad of ideas. The demiurgus, therefore, 
is a monad comprehenfive of many divine monads, which impart to each other their 
proper idioms : one, the idiom of purity ; another, of an aflimilative eflence ; and an
other of fomething elfe, according to which they are allotted their proper hyparxis. For 
it muft not be thought that forms indeed prefubfift, as the caufes of things which are 
generated according to them, but that there is not a different idea by which generated 
natures become fimilar and diflimilar to forms. Both fimilitude, however, and difli
militude, are immaterial, pure, fimple, uniform, and eternal eflences; the former, 
being collective, unific, the caufe of bound, and uniform; and the latter, the fource 
of divifion, internal change, and infinity. But the order of thefe ideas is neither in 
the moft generic nor in the moft fpecific of forms. For the moft generic arc fuch 
forms as arc participated by all beings, fo that there is not any thing whatever which 
does not fubfift from the participation of thefe, fuch as effence, famenefs, difference; 
fince thefe pervade to all beings. For what is there void of eflence ? what of differ
ence ? what of famenefs ? Do not all things poflefs a certain hyparxis ? And are they 
not eflentially feparated from other things ; and do they not alfo communicate with 
them ? If this be the cafe, this triad is the common caufe of all beings. But the 
moft fpecific ideas are fuch as are naturally adapted to be participated by individual 
forms, fuch as man, horfe, dog; and each of this kind. For thefe proximately gene
rate the monads in individuals, fuch as man in particulars, and dog and horfe in the 
many, and in a fimilar manner each, of the reft. But the forms which fubfift between 
thefe, have indeed a very extended fubfiftence, but do not energize in all beings. 

Tbuv 
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Thus, for inftance, juftice fubfifts in fouls, but not in wood and ftones. Among 
thefe middle forms, therefore, fimilitude and diffimilitude muft be ranked : for though 
they are participated by moft, yet not by all things; fince, as Proclus well obferves, 
where is there either fimilitude or diffimilitude among infinites ? 

P. 40. For if any one fhould fhow that fimilars themfelves become diffimilar, 

Forms are not to be confidered as entirely unmingled, and without communication 
with each other, but each is that which it is, prcferving its idiom pure; and at the 
fame time it participates of others without confufion, not as becoming fomething be
longing to them, but as receiving the idiom of that which it participates, and to this 
imparting its own idiom. Thus, for inftance, famenefs participates of difference, not 
being difference, and difference participates of famenefs, fo far as they communicate 
with each other. Thus alfo fimilitude and diffimilitude participate of each other; but 
neither is fimilitude diffimilitude, nor diffimilitude fimilitude. Nor, fo far as the one 
is fimilitude, is it diffimilar, nor, fo far as the other is diffimilitude, fimilar. For the 
expreffion fofar as, is twofold., In the firft place, it is ufed when one thing is always 
accompanied with another ; as if fome one fhould fay, So far as there is air, according 
to this there is alfo light; and fo far as there is light, according to this there is alfo air. 
But admitting that there is illuminated air, yet neither is air light, nor light air, but 
air is in light, and light in air; becaufe the parts of air and light arc fituated near each 
other, and there is no one of thefe according to which the other is not alfo beheld. 
But this expreffion is alfo ufed after another manner, when it is applied to any thing 
which always eflentially introduces another thing; as when we fay, Man is a recipient 
of fcience. For it is not true that fight is in the air, or air in light, according to this 
fignification, fince air does not entirely cointroduce light, as we fay man cointroduccs 
a recipient of fcience; fince the effence of air is different from that of light. Simili
tude, therefore, participates of diffimilitude according to the former of thefe modes j 
for there is nothing belonging to it which docs not participate of diffimilitude; and 
yet the being of the former is different from that of the latter. For it does not parti
cipate in one part and not in another, fince nothing impedes its pervading through 
diffimilitude ; nor is its impartible nature of fuch a kind that it participates of it in one 
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refpecl, and in another remains unmingled with it. For the whole proceeds through 
the whole, fimilitude through diflimilitude, and in like manner diflimilitude through 
fimilitude. Not, indeed, that each, in confequence of being that which it is, partici
pates of the other; but while it participates it prcferves its own eflence pure. This, 
therefore*, is the peculiarity of incorporeal forms : to pervade through each other with
out confufion ; to be diftincl from each other without feparation; and to be more 
united than things which arc corrupted together, through their impartible nature; and 
to be more diftincl from each other than things which are here feparated, through 
their unmingled purity. 

Socrateŝ  therefore, lays Proclus, doubting whether forms fubfift: in conjunction 
with each other, calling on Zeno to affift him in the folution of this doubt, and appre
hending that forms arc not fo mingled that the fimilar itfelf is the diflimilar, calls a 
dogma of this kind a prodigy, and rejects any fuch mixture. But again, fufpecting that 
forms, through the union of intelligibles, participate in a certain refpect of each other, 
he fays he fhould zvonder if any one were able to fhow that this is the cafe, employing 
for this purpofe the language of one fufpecting. And at length inferring that they 
may be both united and feparated, he calls him who is able to demonftrate this admi
rable. And here you fee the order of afcent: for Socrates in the firft place denies; 
in the fecond place, he has a fufpicion of the truth; and in the third place, he is 
firmly convinced of the truth through demonftration. And neither is his negation 
of the mixture of forms blamable ; for, according to the mode which he alludes to, 
they are unmingled : nor is his fufpicion falfe; for in one refpect they are able to par
ticipate of each other, and in another they do not mutually communicate. And his 
laft decifion is moft trucj for they are both united with and feparated from each 
other. 
P. 4T. Does it alfo appear to you that there is a certain fpecies or form ofjuflice, &c. 

A divine and demiurgic intellect comprehends things multiplied unitedly, things 
partible impartibly, and things divided indivifibly. But it is foul which firft divides 
things which prefubfift in intellect according to fupreme union ; and this is not only 
true of our foul, but likewife of that which is divine. For, becaufe it is not allotted 
intellections which are alone eftabliftied in eternity, but defires to comprehend the 
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far 

collected energy of intellect, afpiring after the perfection which it contains, and its 
fimple form of intelligence,—hence, it runs round intellect, and by the tranfitions of 
its projective energies divides the impartible nature of forms, perceiving tbc beautiful 
hi'df, the juft rtfelf, and every other form feparately, and undcrftanding all things by 
furveying one at a time, and not all things at once. For, in fhort, as it ranks in the 
third order from the one, it very properly poffeffes an energy of this kind. For that 
is one alone, and is prior to intellection. But intellect underftands all things as one; 
and foul underftands all things by furveying one at a time. Divifion, therefore, firfl; 
fubfifts in foul ; and hence theologifts fay, that in the lacerations of Bacchus the in
tellect of the God was preferved ,undivided by the providence of Minerva. But foul 
is that which is firft diftributed into parts ; and to this a feclion into feven parts firft 
pertains. It is, therefore, no longer wonderful, that, divine forms prefubfifting uni
tedly in the demiurgic intellect, our foul fhould apply herfelf to them divifibly, and 
fhould at one time furvey the firft and moft common forms; at another, thofe which 
poflefs a middle form ; and at another time, the moft partial and as it were individual 
forms. For, fince even a divine foul divides that which is impartible by its tranfitive 
adhefions and contacts, what ought we to fay concerning a partial foul fuch as ours ? 
Muft it not, much prior to this, apprehend partibly and divifibly things which fubfift 
together and in each other ? It is, therefore, by no means wonderful that inquiries and 
anfwers fhould at different times apprehend different forms ; juft as external difcourfe 
divides the one and fimple conception of the foul, and temporally pafies through the 
united conceptions of intellect. 

The forms, however, which were before mentioned by Socrates are moft generic 
and common, viz. unity, multitude, fimilitude, diffimilitude, permanency, motion ; 
but thofe which are now prefented to our view are partly fecondary to thefe, and 
partly not; juft as, with refpect to human virtue, we fay that it is partly fubordinate 
to, and partly better than, the foul: for, fo far as it is perfective of it is better than the 
foul, but, fofaras it is fomething belonging to, and fubfifling in, the foul, it is fub
ordinate to it. In like manner the good*, the beautiful, and the juft, are partly more 
excellent than forms which produce elTcnccs, and arc partly inferior to them. For, fo 

* Viz. tbe good, confidered as fubfifling among ideas, and not as that good which is fuperefTentiat, and 
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far as they are moft generic, thefe alfo communicate with them; but the latter arc 
the primary caufes of being to fenfibles, and the former arc the fourcesof their per
fection ; the jurt proceeding as far as to fouls, and adorning and perfecting thefe, but 
the beautiful extending its illuminations even as far as to bodies. Hence Socrates in 
the Phaedrus fays, that beauty has the prerogative of being the molt apparent and the 
moft lovely of all things; but that the fplcndour of juftice is not vifible in the imita
tions of it which are here. Again, the good perfects all things according to the pecu
liar effence of each. For the beautiful perfects according to the fymmctry of form 
with refpect to matter; and fymmctry then fubfifts when that which is naturally more 
excellent rules over that which is naturally inferior. According to this fymmetry, 
therefore, the beautiful fliines in bodies. But the good illuminates according to the 
perfect; and is prefent to every thing invefted with form, when it poflefles perfection 
from nature. In this triad, therefore, the firft is the good, the fecond the beautiful, 
and the third the juft. 

But that there are forms or ideas of thefe, and of all fuch as thefe, as, for inftance, of 
temperance, fortitude, prudence, we fhall find, by confidering that every virtue, and 
every perfection according to virtue, aflimilates us to a divine nature, and that, by 
how much the more it is inherent in us, by fo much the nearer do we approach to an 
intellectual life. If, therefore, the beautiful and the good, and every virtue, aflimi-
late us to intellect, intellect will entirely poflefs the intellectual paradigms of thefe. 
For, with refpect to the fimilar, when it is laid to be fimilar to that which is more ex
cellent, then, that which is more excellent poflefles that primarily which the fubordi
nate nature receiving becomes fimilar to it. The forms of the virtues, therefore, muft 
neceflarily fubfift in intellect prior to foul. Each of thefe, however, muft be confi
dered in a twofold refpect, viz. as a divine unity, and as an intellectual form. Thus, 
for inftance, the juft which fubfifts in forms is not the fame with that which fubfifts in 
the Gods. For the former is one particular idea, is a part of another, and poffeffes 
intelligence proceeding as far as to fouls; but the latter is a certain whole, and pro
ceeds in its providential energies as far as to the laft of things. It alfo originates from 
the firft intellectual Gods; for there it is firft apparent. But the former is an idea 
contained in the demiurgic intellect. Thus alfo, with refpect to the beautiful, that 
which fubfifts as a form is different f.om that which is the unity of divine beauty. And 
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fhe energy of the latter, indeed, is directed to the Gods fo far as they are Gods, and 
firft originates from the firft intelligible; but the former is in ideas, and is beheld about 
ideas. And laftly, with refpect to the good, one is effential, and the other, as we 
nave before obferved, is fupereffential. 

P. 42. I mean hair, clay, and mud, or any thing elfe which is vile and abjeel, &c. 

It is neceffary, fays Proclus, either that there fhould only be ideas of things which 
fubfift according to nature, or alfo o f things which are contrary to thefe; and if only 
of things according to nature, that there fhould alone be ideas of things perpetual, o r 
alfo of each of the things which are not perpetual. And if there are alone ideas of 
things perpetual, they muft either be o f fuch as are effential, or alfo of fuch as are un-
efTential. And if of the effential, they muft either be alone confined to wholes, or alfo 
extend to parts; and if to wholes alone, cither to fuch as are alone fimple, or alfo 
to fuch as are compofed from thefe. Such then being the divifion o f ideas, we fay, 
that of intellects proceeding from one intellectual effence it is not proper to eftablifh 
paradigms : for that of which there is a paradigm muft neceffarily be an image. But 
to call an intellectual eflence an image, is o f all things the moft abfurd : for every 
image is the idol (nlwXov) or refemblance of that o f which it is the image; and the 
Elean gueft in the Sophifta exprefsly denominates an idol not true being. If, therefore,, 
every intellectual effence belongs to true being, it will not be proper to denominate it 
either an image or an idol. For, indeed, every intellectual nature is impartible^ and: 
the progreflion o f it is effected through famenefs; whence alfo fecondary intellects, 
fublift in unprocecding union in fuch as are firft, and are partially what the intellect 
which ranks as a whole is totally. But it is neceffary in the image that diffimilitude 
fhould be mingled with fimilitude ; through the latter of which the image is converted 
to its paradigm. In intellectual eftences, therefore, there are not image and para
digm, but caufe alone, and things proceeding from caufe. Whence alfo theologifts,. 
placing many fountains in the demiurgic intellect, aftert that there is one o f the mul
titude o f ideas. Hence, not every thing which proceeds from the demiurgus proceeds 
according to a formal caufe ; but fuch things as make a more extended progrefTion, 
and fuch as poffefs a partible effence, thefe fubfift from an ideal caufe. But the other 
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fountains are generative of intellectual and divine hypoftafes. We muft not, there, 
fore, cftablifh in intellect a paradigmatic caufe of every intellectual eflence, but a caufe 
alone which is characterized by unity, and is divine. 

In the next place, it is requifite to confider if there is a primary caufe of fouls in 
forms, and whether there is one or many. But that there is, indeed, a certain monad 
of them in the demiurgus, in which monad every number of fouls is comprehended 
monadically, is evident from the nature of things, and from the doctrine of Plato. 
For, if foul is the firft generated nature, and that which is primarily partible, it is ne
ceffary that the impartible form fhould precede things partible, and the eternal, things 
which are in any way generated. And if, as time is to eternity, fo is foul to intellect, 
but time is the image of eternity, it is alfo neceflary that foul fhould be the image of 
intellect. And if in being there is not only life, as Socrates fays in the Philebus, but 
alfo foul, it is neceflary to confider the foul which is there as the paradigm of the mul
titude of fouls proceeding from intellect, and as comprehending, after the manner of 
unity, both their order and their number. But if there is not one form of rational 
fouls alone, but there, are alfo many forms after the one, fince all of them are immor
tal, it is neceflary that there fhould be a paradigm of each. Again, however, it is 
impoflible that the proceeding multitude fhould be juft as numerous as that which 
abides: for progreflion increafes quantity, but diminifhes power. W"c muft there
fore fay, that there is a monad in the divine intellect, which is paradigmatic of 
all fouls, from which the multitude of them flows, and which unitedly comprehends 
the meafure that bounds their number. But with this monad a fecond number is 
connate, divided, and paradigmatic o f divine fouls, containing the proper paradigm 
of each, and one form, from which divine fouls proceed firft, and afterwards the 
multitude coordinate with each. Thus, from the paradigm of the foul of the fun, the 
divine foul of the fun firft proceeds ; in the next place, all fuch angelic fouls as arc of 
a folar charactcriflic ; in the third place, fuch as are of a daemoniacal rank about the 
fun ; and, in the laft place, fuch as are partial : on which account alfo there are co
ordinations of parts to wholes, and of attendants to their leaders ; the one intellectual 
caufe of them imparting union and connection to their progretfion. In like manner,, 
alfo, the paradigm of the lunar foul firft generates the divine foul about the moon,, 
afterwards the angelic, then the dsemoniacal, and then that which is partial; and the 
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intellectual monad comprehends all the number of thefe. The like alfo takes place 
in other divine fouls; for each has a feparate idea : but the orders of angelic, demo
niacal, or partial fouls, which follow them, participate of the one idea. And as the one 
monad of the paradigms of fouls which are there, gives fubfiftence to the one foul of 
the world, fo the many monads produce the multitude of fouls; and the former 
comprehends the whole multitude uniformly, but the latter, the meafures of their 
proper feries. The demiurgic intellect, therefore, primarily comprehends the forms 
of divine fouls, which it firft generates; but each of thefe forms is one and at the 
fame time many; for it can/ally contains all the multitude 6f the fouls fubfifting 
under it. And thus every foul fubfifts according to a certain proper paradigm; but 
all do not after the fame manner participate of the fame form. Antient theologifts 
alfo having the fame conceptions on this fubject fay, that the total caufes of fouls, 
which generate the whole feries of them, are different from the partial caufes, through 
which they derive a feparation according to fpecies, and a divifion as it were into 
individual fouls. 

In the next place, with refpect to irrational fouls, it is evident that there is alfo an 
intelligible paradigm of thefe; if we confider irrational fouls to be all fecondary lives, 
and which are divifible about bodies. Whence then do thefe derive their perpetuity ? 
It muft neceffarily indeed be from a certain immovable and intellectual caufe: and 
it appears that this is accompliihcd as follows: 

Again then, one monad 'and one idea muft be arranged prior to thefe, whether it be 
fontal or fenfitive nature, or in whatever other way you may be willing to call it. 
For it may be faid that irrational fouls derive their fubfiftence from the one demiur
gic fenfe, through a gnoftic idiom j but through orexis or appetite, from the higheft 
or fontal nature, which fubfifts prior to the multitude of natures. From thefe caufes, 
therefore, the multitude of perpetual but naturally irrational fouls proceeds; this 
multitude fubfifting partibly in eternal vehicles, in which alfb it is eftablifhed accord
ing to a certain number, and the formal meafure which is there. For every perpetual 
multitude is bounded; and prior to every bounded multitude that fubfifts which 
bounds and numbers this multitude. Thefe irrational alio proceed from rational fouls, 
or rather from the paradigms which they contain : for, through thefe, here alfo they are 
fufpended from rational fouls, becaufe there tjic one meafure of them, together with 
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* See the Timaeui. 

In 

the multitude of forms, at the fame time generates this number of thefe. Divine 
fouls indeed, and fuch as arc pure, prefcrve alfo their irrational nature undented ; 
but partial employ irrational fouls, as they have a compofite life, the more excellent 
part having dominion in fome, and being frequently in a ftate of fubjeclion in others. 
From thefe perpetual irrational fouls, fuch as arc mortal are allotted their generation ; 
thefe alfo being prefcrved according to fpecies, through their intellectual paradigm, 
but the individuals pcriftiing, becaufe they derive their fubfiftence from the junior * 
Gods, as the irrational prior to thefe arc generated from thofe fupernal fouls whofe 
fabricating energy is complicated with the monad of the whole of their fcrics. Souls 
that perifh, therefore, have a certain analogy to the divine caufes from which they 
derive their fubfiftence, and immortal fouls to their formal caufes. 

In the third place, let us confider how wc are to admit a paradigm of Nature. 
For we muft not, as Plato fays, eftablifh forms of fire, water, and motion, but deprive 
nature, which is the fource of thefe, of an intellectual caufe. Theologifts indeed 
place the fountain of it in the vivific Goddefs Rhea; for they fay that immenfc 
Nature is fufpended from the fhouldcrs of the goddefs. But, according to Plato, we 
muft fay that the form of it fubfifts in the demiurgic intellect, which form is the 
origin of every natural vehicle. Timaeus alfo fays, that the demiurgus pointed out 
to fouls the nature of the univerfe, and the laws of fate: for in him the one nature 
of all things, and the comprehenfion of thofe fatal decrees according to .which he 
arranges and divides the univerfe, fubfift. For, if it is the demiurgus who fpeaks, he 
converts fouls to himfelf: but, if this be the cafe, he alfo fhows to them the nature of 
the univerfe, and the laws of fate, fubfifting in himfelf. Hence the one form of 
nature is there; but the fouls alfo that ufe, produce the natures which are infpired 
from them; and thefe perpetual natures again generate partial and temporal natures. 
It may be concluded, therefore, that the paradigm of natures unitedly comprehends 
in the demiurgic intellect the number of fuch as have a perpetual fubfiftence; but 
that the feparated caufes of perpetual natures are contained in Vulcan, who according 
to theologifts is the fabricator of the form of body alone. For from this divinity every 
phyfical order, and the number of natures, proximately fubfift and are levivified. 
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In the fourth place, with refpect to bodies, muft: we not admit that the one and 
total caufe of thefe is in the firft demiurgus, which caufe comprehends all the number 
of the bodies that rank as wholes ? but, after this monad, that the feparated caufes of 
bodies which rank as parts fubfift in the fabricating caufe of a corporeal nature? 
This, indeed, muft neceffarily be the cafe : for he who comprehends the one mun
dane form is the firft father of the univerfe; and thofe things which are generated 
through neceffity muft confequently be parts; and thefe require the providence of that 
power which fabricates bodies. Befides, this alfo is evident, that, as we faid of fouls, it 
is here likewife requifite to affert that there are intellectual andYormal caufes of divine 
bodies ; for the vehicles of daemons and partial fouls participate of thefe caufes in a 
fecond and third gradation. Thus, for inftance, the form of the folar body generates 
alfo the folar vehicles of daemons and partial fouls ; and hence, as foul is to foul, fo is 
vehicle to its proper fphere. And, in fhort, fince there is a multitude of divine caufes, 
the caufes of bodies muft be confidered as fubfifting differently in different divinities. 
Thus, in Vulcan, the fabricator of body, the feparated caufes of bodies, fo far as 
bodies, fubfift ; but in the generative principles of fouls they fubfift pfychically ; and in 
Jupiter, the demiurgus of wholes, they fubfift as animals, thence deriving their hy
poftafis both according to fouls and bodies. 

It now remains that we confider, with refpect to matter, whether there is alfo a 
form of this. And here perhaps it is necefiary, that as in fouls, natures, and bodies, 
fabrication does not begin from the imperfect; fo likewife in matter, prior to that which 
is formlefs, and which has an evanefcent being, that which is in a certain refpect form, 
and which is beheld in one boundary and permanency, will be the paradigm of matter. 
This likewife will poflefs a twofold generation, viz. from its paradigm, and from a 
divine caufe alone : for every thing intellectual produces in conjunction with divinity; 
but divinity proceeds by itfelf, and as far as to things which do not poffefs their gene
ration from intellectual form. 

After having, therefore, confidered the fimple hypoftafes of beings, let us direct 
our attention to the things compofed from thefe,—I mean animals and plants. For 
there will be intellectual paradigms of all thefe; becaufe not the genus alone but 
likewife the fpecies of each gives completion to the univerfe, and makes it more fimilar 
to itB paradigm. For the intelligible world comprehends all fuch animals intelligibly 
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as the apparent world contains fenfibly. Each therefore of thefe is afRmilated to a 
certain intellectual form: but animal itfelf, or the extremity of the intelligible triad, 
comprehends unitedly and intelligibly the caufes of fouls, bodies, and animals. For, 
as it contracts in the tetrad of ideas all the number of them, fo it preatTumcs accord
ing to union the diflributed caufes of things which are as it were (imple, andv alfo of 
fuch which arc as it were com polite in intellectuals. For, in (hort, the univerfal 
and the eflential arc thence derived. Or whence do things poflefs the never-failing, 
if there is no eternal caufe ? Whence that which is common, and which extends to a 
muHitude of things ? For whatever is derived from the circular motion of the heavens 
is partial, fince the motion itfelf of the heavens is in a certain refpecl partial. But that 
univerfal ihould be generated from that which is partial, is among the number of 
things impoflible. Every form, therefore, both of plants and animals, thence fubfifts 
according to a certain intelleclual paradigm. For every thing generated, and every 
thing which haS in any refpecl a fubfiftence, has its being from a caufe. Whence 
then are thefe vifible forms, and from what caufe ? Shall we fay, from one that is 
mutable ? But this is impoflible. They muft, therefore, derive their fubfiftence from 
an immovable caufe, fince they are perpetual. And we fay that an intelleclual is a 
caufe of this kind : for it abides perfectly in eternity. Shall we admit, therefore, that 
there are not only forms of fpecies, but alfo of particulars ? as, for inftance, of So
crates, and of every individual, not fo far as he is a man, but fo far as he is a parti
cular individual. But if this be the cafe, muft not the mortal be neceflarily im
mortal ? For, if every thing which is generated according to idea is generated accord
ing to an immovable caufe, and eyery thing which fubfifts according to an immovable 
caufe is immutable in eflence, Socrates, and each individual of the human fpecies, 
will be eftabliftied according to a perpetual lamenefs of eflence; which is impoflible. 
It is likewife abfurd that idea (hould at one time be the paradigm of fomething, and 
at another not. For eternal being poflefles whatever it does poflefs eternally; and 
hence, that which is paradigmatic will cither not poflefs form, or will always poflefs 
it; fince it would be abfurd to alTert that there is any thing accidental among ideas. 
If therefore it is a paradigm, it is neceflary that the image of it alfo (hould be 
erpctual: for every paradigm is the paradigm of an image. But if it is at one 
time eflential, and at another not, it will alfo at one time be a paradigm, and at 
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another not. Befides, is it not necefTary to be perfuaded by Socrates, who fays that 
we are led to admit the fubfiftence of ideas, that we may have the one prior to the 
many ? 'For, if there are ideas of particulars, there will be one prior to one, or rather 
infinites prior to Unites ; fince, fenfible natures being finite, ideas will be infinite. 
Nothing, however, can be more abfurd than this: for things nearer to the one are 
inone bounded, according to number, than fuch as are more remote from it. And 
hence it appears that there can be no ideas of individuals. Since, however, every 
thing which 16 generated is generated from a certain caufe, we muft alfo admit that 
there are caufes of individuals; thetme general caufe being the order of the univerfe, 
but the many caufes, the motion of the heavens, partial natures, the characteriftic 
peculiarities of the feafons, climates, and the infpectivc guardians of thefe. For, the 
caufe being moved moves together with itfelf, in a certain refpecl, that which is gene
rated from it. Hence, from the idioms of the prefiding caufes, different appropriate 
figures, colours, voices, and motions are imparted to different animals. For the ge
nerations are various in different places, and partial natures not only proceed from 
the whole of nature, but receive fomething from the idiom of feeds, and are fafhioned 
by verging to bodies, and becoming as it were eminently corporeal, through departing 
from themfelves. We fee, therefore, that they do not fubfift from a paradigmatic caufe: 
for it is not the fame thing to fubfift from a caufe, and to be generated according to a 
paradigm. For caufe is multifarioufly predicated, one of which is the paradigmatic. 

Again, with refpecl to parts, fhall we fay that there are alfo ideas of thefe, fo that 
there is not only a paradigm of man, but alio of finger and eye, and every thing of this 
kind ! Indeed, becaufe each of thefe is univerfal and effence, it fubfifts from a cer
tain ftable caufe ; but becaufe they are parts, and not wholes, they are fubordinate to 
an impartible and intellectual eflence. For there is no abfurdity in admitting that 
fuch things as are not only parts, but wholes, fubfift according to that eflence; but it is 
abfurd to admit this of fuch things as arc parts only. For the generation of wholes is 
from thence, fince the uniform, prior to the multiplied, and the whole, prior to part, is 
thence derived. Will it not, therefore, be right to affert of all fuch things, that the 
caufes of them are not intellectual, (for every intellect is impartible, and confequently 
wholes fubfift in it prior to parts, and impartible prior to partible natures,) but that 
they are pfychical and phyfical. For that which is primarily partible is in fouls, and 
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efter thefe in natures. Here, therefore, there is a reafon and form of finger and tooth, 
and of each of thefe. And the wholenefs of thefe, indeed, prefubMs in intellect, but 
that which in the one alfo comprehends multitude is in fouls. That which vitally 
diflributes the one from the multitude is in natures ; and that which makes a divifion 
accompanied with interval is in bodies. In fhort, it muft not be denied that there are 
definite daemoniacal caufes of thefe, as invocations upon the finger, eye, and heart 
evince : but of the wholes which comprehend thefe parts there .are divine caufes. 

In the next place let us confider accidents. Have thefe then alfo ideas, or is there 
alfo a twofold confideraiion about thefe ? For fome of them are perfeclive of, and 
give completion to, eflences, fuch as fimilitude, beauty, health, and virtue ; but others 
fubfift indeed in eflences, yet do not give completion to, nor perfect them, fuch as 
whitenefs, blackncfs, and every thing of this kind. Things, therefore, which give 
completion to, and arc perfective of, eflences have paradigmatic caufes prececlane-
oufly; but things which arc ingenerated in bodies are indeed produced according to 
reafon, and the temperament of bodies is not fufficient to their generation, but form is 
derived inwardly from nature, yet they are not produced according to a certain definite 
intellectual caufe. For the eflential, the perfective, and the common, pertain to forms* 
but that which is deprived of all thefe fubfifts from fome other caufe, and not from the 
firft forms. For nature, receiving the order of forms proceeding into corporeal mafles, 
divides wholes from parts, and eflences from accidents, which prior to this were united 
and impartible; expanding thefe by her divifive powers. It is not indeed poflible, that 
things perfectly divided fhould immediately fubfift from things united, and things molt 
partial from fuch as are moft common ; but a divifion muft neceflarily be produced 
from the condition of fubjeclion in the natures which fubfift between. We muft 
therefore admit, that there is a caufe of figure which is the prolific fource of all 
.figures, and one monad of numbers which is generative of all numbers; fince even 
the monad which is with us evinces that it contains unitedly the even and the odd, 
and all the forms of numbers. What then ought we to think concerning the monad 
which is there ? Muft it not be, that it is uniformly the caufe of all things, and that 
its infinite power generates alfo in us infinite number ? Indeed, this muft neceflarily 
be the cafe, fince the monad which is here proceeds as the image of that. 

In the next place, with refpect to things artificial, fhall we fay that there are ideas 
4. c 2 alfo 
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alfo of thefe > Socrates, indeed, in the Republic, does not rcfufc to fpeak of the idea 
of a bed/and of a table ; but there he calls the productive principle in the dianoetic part 
of the artift, idea, and fays that this productive principle is the progeny of divinity, be
caufe he was of opinion that the artificial itfelf is imparted to fouls from divinity. For, 
if it fhould be faid that the forms of thefe arc in intellect, whether do thefe pervade to 
the fenfible world immediately, or through nature as a medium ? For, if immediately, 
it will be abfurd, fince a progreflion of this kind no where fubfifts in other forms, but 
fuch things as are nearer to intellect are the firft participants of ideas. But if through 
nature as a medium, becaufe the arts are faid to imitate nature/much prior to art na
ture will poflefs the forms of things artificial. But all things which are generated 
from nature live, and undergo generation and increafe, if they belong to things which 
are generated in matter: for nature is a certain life, and the caufe of things vital. It 
is however impoffible that a bed, or any thing elfe which is the productions of art, 
fhould live and be increafed. And hence things artificial will not have prefubfifling 
ideas, nor intellectual paradigms of their fubfiftence. If, however, fome one fhould be 
willing to call the fciences arts, we muft make the following divifion :—Of arts, fuch 
as lead back the foul, and affimilate it to intellecl, of thefe we muft admit that there 
are ideas, to which they affimilate us: for figure, and the intelligence of figure, are 
fimilar, and alfo number, and the intelligence of number. We muft admit, therefore, 
that there are ideas of arithmetic, mufic, geometry, and aftronomy, not indeed fo far 
as they are applied to practical purpofes, but fo far as they are intellectual, and infpec-
tive of divine forms. For thefe indeed conjoin us with intellect, when, like the Cory-
phzean philofopher in the Theaetetus, we aftronomize above the heavens, furvey the in
tellectual harmony according to which the demiurgus generated fouls and this uni
verfe, and contemplate that number which fubfifts in all forms occultly and feparately, 
and the intellectual figure, which is generative of all figures, and according to which 
the' father of the univerfe convolves the world, and gives to each of the elements its 
proper figure. Of thefe, therefore, we muft eftablifh ideas, and of fuch other fciences 
as elevate fouls to intellect, and the affiftancc of which we require in running back to 
the intelligible. But, with refpect to fuch fciences as pertain to the foul while fport-
ing and employing herfelf about mortal concerns, and adminiftering to human indi
gence, of thefe there are no intellectual forms, but the foul pofleffes a power in opi

nion, 
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nion, which is the fruitful fource of theorems, and is naturally adapted to generate and 
judgeof fuch-like particulars. There are, however, by no means feparate forms of 
the arts, or of things artificial. But it is not wonderful that the caufes of thefe fhould 
fubfift in daemons, who arc faid to be the infpeclive guardians of arts, and toi mpart 
them to men ; or that they mould alfo be fymbolically in the Gods. Thus, for in~ 
fiance, a certain daemon of the order of Vulcan is faid to prcfide over the brazier's art, 
and to contain the form of this art; but the mighty Vulcan himfelf is faid fymbolically 
to fabricate the heavens from brafs. In a fimilar manner, there is a certain Minerval 
daemon who prefides over the weaver's art, Minerva herfelf being celebrated as weav
ing iti a different and demiurgic manner the order of intellectual forms. 
In the next place, withrefpeel to evil, muft we fay that there is fuch thing as evil 

kfclf, the idea of evils ? or fhall we fay, that as the form of things endued with interval 
is impartible, and of things multiplied*, monadic, fo the paradigm of things evil is 
good ? For the aflertion is by no means fane, which admits that evil itfelf fubfifts-
among ideas, left we fhould be compelled to fay that divinity himfelf is the caufe of 
thofe evils of which he contains the paradigms ; though we, when we look to thofe 
paradigms, become better than we were before. But if fome one fhould fay that the, 
form of evils is goodj we afk, whether it is alone good in its eflence, or alfo in its 
energy? For, if in its eflence alone, it will be productive of evil by its energy,, 
which it is not lawful to aflert;. but if in its energy alfo, it is evident that what is ge
nerated by it will be good. For the effect of beneficent power and energy is good,, 
no lefs than the effect of fire is hot. Evil, therefore, fo far as evil, is not generated 
according to a certain paradigm. But if, as Parmenides alfo fays,.every idea is a God,, 
and no God, as we learn from the Republic, is the caufe of evil, neither muft we fay* 
that ideas being Gods are the caufes ̂of evif. But paradigms are the caufes of the 
things of which they are paradigms ; and hence, no idea is the caufe of evil.. 
From all that has been faid, we may fummarily collect that ideas are of univerfal. 

eflences, and of the perfections in thefe. For the good, the eflential, and the perpe
tual, are moft adapted to forms ; the firft of thefe pervading from the firft caufe, the 
fecond from the higheft being, and the third from eternity, to the firft. order of forms. 
From thefe three elements, therefore, we may define what things are generated accord* 
ing to a certain paradigmatic intellectual caufe, and what fubfift from other principles,. 

6 and 



566 A D D I T I O N A L N O T E S 

and not from an intellectual paradigm. For hair, though it fhould be a leading part, 
will not be there; for it has been fliown that other things are there, and not parts. 
But clay is an indefinite mixture of two elements not fubfifting according to a phy
fical reafon; fince we are alfo accuftomed to connect together ten thoufand other 
particulars for our ufe. We do not however refer any thing of this kind to form : for 
thefe works are cither the offspring of art, or of a deliberative tendency to things in 
our power. And as to mud, fince it is a certain evil of that with which it fubfifts, it 
cannot fubfift from ideas, becaufe, as we have fhown, nothing evil is generated from 
thence. On this account thefe things, becaufe they are exits and privations of ideas, 
do not from them derive their origin. For darknefs is a privation of light; but the; 
fun, being the caufe of light, is not alfo the caufe of its privation. In like manner, 
intellect, being the caufe of knowledge, does not alfo give fubfiftence to ignorance, 
which is the privation of knowledge; and foul, being the fupplier of life, does not: 
alfo impart a privation of life. But if fome one fhould fay that intellect knowing 
good knows alfo evil, and on this account fhould place evil in intellect, to this, 
we muft reply, that there is no paradigm of evil in intellect, but that it pofTefies 
a knowledge of evil; and that this is the paradigm of all the knowledge of evil, 
which he who receives is benefited. For ignorance is evil, but not the knowledge 
of ignorance, this being one knowledge both of itfelf and of ignorance. For, if 
we thus fpeak, we fhall neither introduce ideas of things evil, as fome of the Platonifts 
have, nor fhall we fay that intellect alone knows things of a more excellent nature, 
as others have afferted; but, ranking between both, we fhall admit that it has a know
ledge of evils, but we fhall not introduce a paradigmatic caufe of thefe, fince it would 
be evil. 

The following tranflation of cxtracls from the beginning of the MS. of Damafcius 
-Tr.-p/ ap%u)v, or C O N C E R N I N G P R I N C I P L E S , may be confidered as an admirable comment 
on the concluding part of the firft hypothefis of this dialogue, where it is inferred 
(p. 160.) that the one neither is one, nor is; and that it can neither be named, nor 
fpoken of, nor conceived by opinion, nor be known, nor perceived by any being. 
The extracts are taken and tranflated from the MS. in the Bodleian library. The 
difficulty of tranflating thefe extracts, like the fublimity which they contain, can be 
known only to a few. 

Whether 
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Whether (hall we fay that the one principle of all things is beyond all things ? or 
that it is fomething belonging to all things, being as it were the fummit of the things 
proceeding from it ? And (hall we fay that all things fubfift together with it, or that 
they arc pofterior to and originate from it ? For if fome one fhould aflert this, how 
will the principle be fomething external to all things ? For, thofe things are in fhort 
all, of which no one whatever is abfent. But the principle is abfent, as not ranking 
among all things. All things, therefore, arc not limply pofterior to the principle, but 
befides the principle. Further ftill, all things muft be confidered as many finite 
things : for things infinite will plainly not be all. Nothing, therefore, will be exter
nal to all things. For allnefs (TTOCVTOTYIC) is a certain boundary and comprehension, in 
which the principle is the boundary upwards, and that which is the ultimate pro
ceflion from the principle, the boundary downwards. All things, therefore, fubfift 
together with the boundaries. Again, the principle is coordinated with the things 
which proceed from the principle ; for it is faid to be and is the principle of them. 
The caufe alfo is coordinated with the things caufed, and that which is firft with the 
things pofterior to the firft. But things of which there is one coordination, being 
many, are faid to be all 5 fo that the principle alfo is among all things. And, in fhort, 
wc call fuch things as we conceive to fubfift in any way. whatever, all things; and we 
alfo conceive the principle to fubfift. Hence we are accuflomed to call all the city, 
the governor and the governed, and all the race, the begetter and the begotten. 
But if all things fubfift together with the principle, will not the principle be fomething 
belonging to all things, the principle alfo being affumed in conjunction with all things? 
The one coordination, therefore, of all things, which we fay is all, is without a prin
ciple, and without a caufe, left we fhould afcend to infinity. It is however neceflary 
that every thing ihould cither be the principle, or from the principle. All things, 
therefore, are cither the principle, or from the principle. But if the latter be the 
cafe, the principle will not fubfift together with all things, but will be external to all 
things, as the principle of the things proceeding from it. If the former be admitted, 
what will that be which will proceed from all things, as from the principle? All 
things, therefore, arc neither the principle, nor from the principle*. Further ftill, 
all things arc in a certain refpecl: beheld fubfifting in multitude, and a certain fepara* 

* For the principle fo far as it is the principle racks among all things. 
tionw 
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ion. For we cannot conceive the all without thefe. How, thereforê  do a certain 
feparation and multitude direclly'appear ? Or are not all things every where in 
feparation and multitude ? But is the one the fummit of the many, and the monad the 
united Aibfiftenceof things which are feparated from each other ? And, (till further, is 
the one more fimple than the monad f In the firft place, however, if this be faid, every 
monad is number, though fubfifting contracledly and in profound union ; and thus 
the monad alfo is all things. And, in the next place, the one is not fomething belong-
ng to the many ; for thus it would give completion to the ma?iy, in the fame manner 
as each of other things. But as numerous as are the many according to a certain 
divifion, fo numerous alfo will the one be prior to divifion, according to the every way 
impartible. For it is not the one as that which is fmalleft, as Speufippus appears to 
fay, but it is the one as all things. For by its own fimplicity it accedes to all things, 
and makes all things to be one. 'Hence all things proceed from it, becaufe it is 
itfelf all things prior to alb And as that which has an united fubfiftence is prior to 
things which are feparated from each other, fo the one is many prior to the many. But 
when we expand every conception belonging to our nature to all things, then wc do 
not predicate all things after the fame manner, but in a triple refpecl: at leaft; viz. 
unically, unitedly, and in a multiplied manner. All things, therefore, arc from the one, 
and with reference to the one, as we are accuftomed to fay. If then, according to a 
more ufual manner of fpeaking, we call things which confift in multitude and fepara
tion all things, we muft admit that the united, and in a ftill greater degree the one, are 
the principles of thefe. But if we confider thefe two as all things, and affume them 
in conjunction with all other things, according to habitude and coordination with 
them, as we have .before find, we muft then inveftigate another principle prior to all 
things, which it is no longer proper to confider as in any way all things, nor to co-
arrange with its progeny. For if fome one fhould fay that the one, though it is all 
things which have in any refpect a fubfiftence, yet is one prior to all things, and is 
more one than //// things; fince it is one by itfelf, but all things as the caufe of all, and 
according to a coordination with all things ; — if this fhould be faid, the one will thus 
be doubled, and we ourfelves fhall become doubled, and multiplied about its fimpli
city. For by being the one it is all things after the moft fimple manner. At the 
iame time alfo, though this fhould be faid, it is necefiary that the principle of all things 
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(hould be exempt from all things, and confequently that it ihould be exempt from the 
moft fimple allnefs, and from a fimplicity abforbing all things, fuch as is that of the 
one. Our foul, therefore, prophefies that the principle which is beyond all things 
that can in any refpecl be conceived, is uncoordinated with all things. Neither, there
fore, muft it be called principle, nor caufe, nor that which is firft, nor prior to all 
things, nor beyond all things. By no means, therefore, muft we celebrate it as all things, 
nor, in (hort, is it to be celebrated, nor recalled into memory. For, whatever we con
ceive or confider is either fomething belonging to all things, or is all things, although 
analyfing we (hould afcend to that which is moft fimple, which is the moft compre
henfive of all things, being as it were the ultimate circumference, not of beings, but 
of non-beings: for, of beings, that which has an united fubfiftence, and is perfectly 
without feparation, is the extremity, fince every being is mingled from elements which 
are cither bound and infinity, or the progeny of thefe. But the one is fimply the laft: 
boundary of the many. For we cannot conceive any thing more fimple than that 
which is perfectly one; which if we denominate the principle, and caufe, the firft and 
the moft fimple, thefe and all other things are there only according to the one. But 
we not being able to contract our conceptions into profound union, are divided about 
it, and predicate of the one the diflributed multitude which is in ourfelves; unlefs we 
defpife thefe appellations alfo, becaufe the many cannot be adapted to the one. Hence 
it can neither be known nor named ; for, if it could, it would in this refpect be many* 
Or thefe things alfo will be contained in it, according to the one. For the nature of 
the one is all-receptive, or rather all-producing, and there is not any thing whatever 
which the one is not. Hence all things are as it were evolved from it. It is, there
fore, properly caufe, and the firft, the end, and the laft, the defendve enclofure of all 
things, and the pne nature of all things 5 not that nature which is in things, and which 
proceeds from the one, but that which is prior to them, which is the moft impartible 
fummit of all thfngs whatever, and the greateft comprehenfion of all things which in 
any refpect are faid to have a being. 

But if the one is the caufe of all things, and is comprehenfive of all things, what 
afcent will there be for us beyond this alfo ? For we do not ftrive in vain, extending 
ourfelves to that which is nothing. For that which is not even one, is not according 
to the moft juft mode of fpeaking. Whence then do we conceive that there is 
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fomething beyond the one? for the many require nothing elfe than the one. And: 
hence the one alone is the caufe of the many. Hence alfo the one is entirely c i u f e r 

becaufe it is neceffary that the caufe of the many fhould alone be the one. For it 
cannot be nothing; fince nothing is the caufe of nothing. Nor can it be the many r 
for fo far as many they are uncoordinated ; and the many will not be one caufe. But 
if there are many caufes, they will not be caufes of each other, through being unco
ordinated, and through a progreflion in a circle, the fame things being caufes and 
the things caufed. Each, therefore, will be the caufe of itfelf; and thus there will be 
no caufe of the many. Hence it is neceffary that the one fhould be the caufe of the 
many, and which is alfo the caufe of their coordination : for there is a certain con-
fpiring coordination, and a union with each other. 
If, therefore, fome one thus doubting fhould fay that the one is a fufficient principle, 

and fhould add as the fummit that 'we have not any conception or fufpicion more 
fimple than that of the one, and fhould therefore afk how we can fufpccT any thing 
beyond the laft fufpicion and conception we arc able to frame;—if fome one fhould 
thus fpeak, we muft pardon the doubt. For a fpeculation of this kind i. as it feems 
inacceflible and immenfe: at the fame time, however, from things more known to us 
we muft extend the ineffable parturitions of our foul, to the ineffable cofenfation of 
this fublime truth. For, as that which fubfifts without is in every refpecl more 
honourable than that which fubfifts with habitude, and the uncoordinated than the 
coordinated, as the theoretic than the political life, and Saturn for inftance than Jupiter; 
being than forms, and the one than themany, of which the one is the principle; fo, in fhort, 
that which tranfeends every thing of this kind is more honourablo than all caufes and 
principles, and is not to be confidered as fubfifting in any coarrangement and habitude; 
fince the one is naturally prior to the many% that, which is moft fimple to things moro 
compofite, and that which is moft comprehenfive to the*things- whiclvit comprehends. 
So that, if you are willing thus to fpeak, the jirji is beyond all fuch oppofition, not only 
that which is in things coordinate, but even that which takes place from-its fubfiftence 
as the firft. The one, therefore, and the united are pofterior to the firft : for thefe 
caufally contain multitude as numerous as that which is unfolded from them. The 
une, however, is no lefs one, if indeed it is not more fo, becaufe feparate multitude is 
pofterior to and not in it j and the united is no lefs united becaufe it contracted in 

one 
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one things feparated prior to feparation. Each of thefe, therefore, is all things, 
whether according to coordination, or according to their own nature. But all things 
cannot be things firft, nor the principle. Nor yet one of them alone, becaufe this 
one will be at the fame time all things, according to the one; but we fhall not yet 
have difcovered that which is beyond all things. To which we may alfo add, that 
the one is the fummit of the many, as the caufe of the things proceeding from it. 
W c may likewife fay that we form a conception of the one according to a purified 
fufpicion extended to that which is mod fimple and mofl comprehenfive. But that 
which is moft venerable mud neceflarily be incomprehenfible by all conceptions and 
fufpicions; fince alfo, in other things, that which always foars beyond our conceptions is 
more honourable than that which is more obvious: fo that what flies from all our 
fufpicions will be moft honourable. But, if this be the cafe, it is nothing. Let however 
nothing be twofold, one better than the one, the other pofterior to fenfibles. If alfo wc 
ftrive in vain in aflerting thefe things, ftriving in vain is likewife twofold ; the one falling 
into the ineffable, the other into that which in no refpecl: whatever has any fub
fiftence. For this alfo is ineffable, as Plato fays, but according to the worfe, but that 
according to the better. If, too, we fearch for a certain advantage arifing from it, 
this is the moft neceflary advantage of all others, that all things thence proceed as 
from an adytum, from the ineffable, and in an ineffable manner. For neither do 
they proceed as the one produces the many, nor as the united things feparated, but as 
the ineffable fimilarly produces all things, ineffably. But if in aflerting thefe things 
concerning it, that it is ineffable, that it is no one of all things, that it is incompre
henfible, we fubvert what we lay, it is proper to know that thefe are the names and 
words of our parturitions, daring anxioufly to explore it, and which, ftanding in the vefti-
bulesof the adytum, announce indeed nothing pertaining to the ineffable, but fignify 
the manner in which wc arc affected about it, our doubts and difappointment; nor 
yet this clearly, but through indications to fuch as are able to underftand thefe 
inveftigations. W e alfo fee that our parturitions fuffer thefe things about the one, 
and that in a fimilar manner they are folicitous and fubverted. For the one, fays Plato, 
if it is, is not the one. But if it is not, no aflertion can be adapted to it: fo that neither 
can there be a negation of it, nor can any name be given to it; for neither is a name 
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fimple. Nor is there any opinion nor fcience of it; for neither are thefe fimple : nop 
is intellect itfelf fimple. So that the one is in every refpecl unknown and ineffable. 

What then? Shall we inveftigate fomething elfe beyond the ineffable ? Or, per
haps, indeed, Plato leads us ineffably through the one as a medium, to the ineffable 
beyond the one, which is now the fubject of difcuflion; and this by an ablation of the 
one, in the fame manner as he leads us to the one by an ablation of other things. For, 
that he gives to the one a certain pofition is evident from his Sophifta, where he de
monftrates that it fubfifts prior to being, itfelf by itfelf. But if, having afcended as far 
a*s to the one, he is filcnt, this alfo is becoming in Plato to be perfectly filcnt, after the 
manner of the antients, concerning things in every refpect unfpeakable : for the dif
courfe was, indeed; moft dangerous, in confequence of falling on idiotical ears. In
deed, when difcourfing concerning that which in no refpect has any fubfiftence, he 
fubverts his affertions, and is fearful of falling into the fea of diffimilitude, or, rather, 
of unfubfifting void. But if demonftrations do not accord with the one, it is by no 
means wonderful: for they are human and divifible, and more compofite than is fit. 
Indeed, they are not even adapted to being, fince they are formal, or rather they are 
neither adapted to forms nor efiences. Or, is it not Plato himfelf, who in his Epiftlcs* 
evinces that we have nothing which is fignificant of form, no type, nor name, nor dif
courfe, nor opinion, nor fcience ? For it is intellect alone which ean apprehend ideas 
by its projecting energies, which we cannot poflefs while bufily engaged in difcourfe. 
If, therefore, we even energize intellectually, fince in this cafe our intellection is cha
racterized by form, we fhall not accord with the united and with being. And if at any 
time we are able to project a contracted intelligence, even this is unadapted and d i s 

cordant with the one. If, alfo, we energize according to the moft profoundly united 
intelligence, and through this occultly perceive the one itfelf, yet even this is expanded 
only as far as to the one, if there is a knowledge of the one; for this we have not yet de
termined. At the fame time, however, let us now apply ourfelves to the difcuflion of 
things of fuch great importance, through indications and fufpicions, being purified, 
with refpect to unufual conceptions, and led through analogies and negations, defpif-
ing what we poffefs with refpect to thefe, and advancing from things more difhonour-

* See the feventh Epiflle of Plato. 
able 
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able with us to things more honourable. Shall we therefore fay, that the nature which 
we now inveftigate as the firft, is fo perfectly ineffable, that it muft not even be ad
mitted concerning it that it is thus ineffable; but that the one is ineffable, as flying 
from all compofition of words and names, and all diftinclion of that which is known 
from that which knows, and is to be apprehended in a manner the moft fimple and 
comprehenfive, and that it is not one alone as the idiom of one, but as one all things, 
and one prior to all things, and not one which is fomething belonging to all things ? 
Thefe, indeed, are the parturitions of the foul, and are thus purified with refpecl to 
the Jimply one, and that which is truly the one caufe of all things. But, in fhort, we 
thus form a conception of the one which we contain as the fummit or flower of our 
effence, as being more proximate and allied to us, and more prompt to fuch a fufpicion 
of that which nearly leaves all things behind it. But, from fome particular thing which 
is made the fubject of hypothefis, the tranfition is eafy to that which is ftmply fuppofed, 
though we fhould in no refpect accede to it, but, being carried in that which is moft: 
fimple in us, fhould form a fufpicion concerning that which is prior to all things. The 
one, therefore, is thus effable, and thus ineffable; but that which is beyond it is to 
be honoured in the moft perfect filence, and, prior to this, by the moft perfect igno
rance*, which defpifes all knowledge. 

Let us, therefore, now confider, in the fecond place, how it is faid to be perfectly 
unknown. For, if this be true, how do we aflert all thefe things concerning it ? For 
we do not elucidate by much difcuffion about things of which we are ignorant. But 
if it is in reality uncoordinated with all things, and without habitude to all things, and 
is nothing of all things, nor even the one itfelf, thefe very things are the nature of it. 
Befides, with refpecl to its being unknown, we cither know that it is unknown, or we 
are ignorant of this. But if the latter, how do we fay that it is perfectly unknown } 
And if we know this, in this refpect therefore it is known. Or fhall we fay that it 
is known, that the unknown is unknown ? We cannot therefore deny one thing of 
another, not knowing that which is the fubject of the negation; nor can we fay that 

* As that which is below all knowledge is an ignorance worfe than knowledge, fo th« fifence in which 
our afcent to the ineffable terminates is fucceeded by an ignorance fupcrior to all knowledge. Let it, how
ever, be carefully remembered, that fuch an ignorance is only to be obtained after the moft fcientificand in
tellectual energies. 
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it is not this or that, when we can in no refpecl reach it. How, therefore, can we 
deny of that of which wc are perfectly ignorant the things which we know ? For this 
is juft as if fome one who was blind from his birth fhould aflcrt that heat is not in 
colour. Or perhaps, indeed, he alfo will juftly fay, that colour is not hot. For he 
knows this by the touch ; but he knows nothing of colour, except that it is not tan
gible : for he knows that he does not know it. Such a knowledge, indeed, is not a 
knowledge of colour, but of his own ignorance. And we alio, when we fay that the 
firft is unknown, do not announce any thing of it, but we confefs the manner in which 
we are affected about it. For the non-perception of the blind man is not in the co
lour, nor yet his blindnefs, but in him. The ignorance, therefore, of that of which 
•we are ignorant is in us. For the knowledge of that which is known, is in him that 
knows, and not in the thing known. But if knowledge is in that which is known, 
being as it were the fplendour of it, fb fome one fhould fay ignorance is in that which is 
unknown, being as it were the darknefs of it, or obfcurity, according to which it is 
unknown by, and is unapparent to, all things,-̂ he who fays this is ignorant, that as 
blindnefs is a privation, fo likewife all ignorance, and that as is the invifiblc, fo that of 
which we are ignorant, and which is unknown. In other things, therefore, the priva
tion of this or that leaves fomething elfe. For that which is incorporeal, though invi-
fible, yet is intelligible : and that which is not intelligible by a certain intelligence, 
leaves at the fame time fomething elfe. But if we take away every conception and fufpi
cion, this alfo we muft fay is perfectly unknown by us, about which we clofe every 
eye*. Nor muft wc aflcrt any thing of it, as wc do of the intelligible, that it is not 
adapted to be feen by the eyes, or as we do of the one, that it is not naturally adapted 
to be underftood by an efTential and abundant intellection : for it imparts nothing by 
which it can be apprehended, nothing which can lead to a fufpicion of its nature. For 
neither do we only fay that it is unknown, that being fomething elfe it may naturally 
poflefs the unknown, but we do not think it fit to predicate of it either being, or the 
one, or all things, or the principle of all things, or, in fhort, any thing. Neither, 
therefore, are thefe things the nature of it, viz. the nothing, the being beyond all things, 

fupercaufalfubfiftence, and the uncoordinated with all things; but thefe are only ablations 
of things pofterior to it. How, therefore, do we fpeak concerning it ? Shall we fay, 

that, 
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that, knowing thefe pofterior things, we defpife them with refpecl to the pofition, if I may 
fo fpeak, of that which is in every refpecl ineffable ? For, as that which is beyond tome 
particular knowledge is better than that which is apprehended by fuch knowledge, fo 
that which is beyond all fufpicion muft neceflarily be moft venerable; not that it is 
known to be fo, but poffeffing the moft venerable as in us, and as the confequence of 
the manner in which we arc a (reeled about it. Wc alfo call this a prodigy, from its 
being entirely incomprehenfible by our conceptions : for it is through analogy, if that 
which in a certain refpecl is unknown, according to a more excellent fubfiftence, is 
fupcrior to that which is in every refpecl known. Hence, that which is in every re-» 
fpeel unknown according to a more excellent fubfiftence, muft neceflarily be acknow
ledged to be fuprcmc, though it indeed has neither the fupreme, nor the moft excellent; 
nor the moft venerable : for thefe things arc our confeflions about that, which entirely 
flics from all our conceptions and fufpicions. For by this very aflertion, that we can 
form no fufpicion of it, we acknowledge that it is moft wondcrfol; fince, if we fhould 
fufpeel any thing concerning it, wc muft alfo inveftigate fomething elfe prior to this 
fufpicion, and either proceed to infinity in our fearch, or flop at that which is perfectly 
ineffable. Can we, therefore, demonftrate any thing concerning it ? and is that de-
monflrable which we do not think fit to confider as a thing whole fubfiftence we can 
even fufpeel ? Or, when we aflert thefe things, dô  we not indeed demonftrate con* 
eertmig it, but not //£ For neither docs it contain the demonftrable, nor any thing 
elfe. What then ? Do we not opine concerning it thefe things which we now aflert? 
But if there is an opinion of it, it is alfo the object of opinion. Or fhall we fay we 
opine that it is not thefe things ? for Ariftotle alfo fays that there is true opinion. If; 
therefore, the opinion is true, the thing likewife is to which opinion being adapted 
becomestrue. For, in confequence of the thing fubfifting, the opinion alfo is true. 
Though, indeed, how will it be, or how will that be true which is perfectly unknown? 
Or fhall we fay this is true, that it is not thefe things, and that it is not known ? Is 
it therefore truly falfe, that it is thefe things, and that it is known ? Or (hall we 
fay that thefe things are to be referred to privations, and to that which in a certain re
fpecl is not, in which there may be a falling from the hypoftafis of form ? Juft as 
we call t'.c ahlcnce of light darknefs For, light not exifting, neither is there any 
darknefs. But to that which is never and in no refpecl being, nothing.among beings . 

can 
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can, as Plato fays, accede. Neither, therefore, is it non-being, nor, in fhort, priva
tion ; and even the expreffion never in no refpecl (TO ^OC^YI ^xyoog) is incapable 
of fignifying its nature. For this expreffion is being, and ftgnifi'cation is fomething 
belonging to beings, Likewife, though we fhould opine that it is not in any refpect, 
yet at the fame time fince it thus becomes the object of opinion, it belongs to beings. 
Hence, Plato very properly calls that which never and in no refpect is, ineffable and 
incapable of being opined, and this according to the worfe than the effable and opi
nion, in the fame manner as we fay the fupreme is according to that which is better 
than thefe. What then, do we not think and are we not perfuaded that the fupreme 
thus fubfifts? Or, as we have often faid, do not thefe things exprefs the manner in 
which we are affected about it? But we poflefs in ourfelves this opinion, which is 
therefore empty, as is the opinion of a vacuum and the infinite. As therefore we 
form a phantaftic and fictitious opinion of thefe, though they are not, as if they were, 
juft as we opine the fun to be no larger than a fphere whofe diameter is hut a foot, 
though this is far from being the cafe;-—fo, if we opine any thing concerning that 
which never and in no refpect is, or concerning that of which we write thefe things, 
the opinion is our own, and the vain attempt is in us, in apprehending which we think 
that we apprehend the fupreme. It is, however, nothing pertaining to ui, fo much 
does it tranfeend our conceptions. How, therefore, do we demonflrate that there is 
fuch an ignorance in us concerning it ? And how do we fay that it is unknown ? We 
reply, in one word, Becaufe we always find that what is above knowledge is more ho
nourable ; fo that what is above all knowledge, if it were to be found, would be found 
to be moft honourable. But it is fufficient to the demonftration that it cannot be 
found. We alfo fay that it is above all things; becaufe, if it were any thing known, 
it would rank among all things; and there would be fomething common to it with 
all things, viz. the being known. But there is one coordination of things in which 
there is fomething common ; fo that in confequence of this it will fubfift together with 
all things. Hence it is necefiary that it fhould be unknown. 

In the third place, the unknown is inherent in beings as well as the known, though 
they are relatively inherent at the fame time. As, therefore, we fay that the fame 
thing is relatively large and fmall, fo alfo we fay, that a thing is known and unknown 
with reference to different things. And as the feme thing, by participating of the 

two 
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two forms, the great and the fmall, is at the fame time both great and fmall, fo that 
which at the fame time participates of the known and the unknown is both thefe. 
Thus, the intelligible is unknown to fenfe, but is known to intellect, For the more 
excellent will not be privation, the inferior at the fame time being form ; flncc every 
abfence, and a privation of this kind, is either in matter or in foul; but all things 
arc prefent in intellect, and dill more in a certain refpect in the intelligible. Unlefs, 
indeed, wc denominate privation according to a more excellent fubfiftence, as wc fay 
that is not form which is above form; and that is not being which is fupereffential; 
and that is nothing which is truly unknown, according to a tranfcendency which fur-
pafTesall things. If, therefore, the oueAS the laft known of things which are in any 
refpect whatever known or fufpecled, that which is beyond the one is primarily and 
perfectly unknown ; which alfo is fo unknown, that neither has it an unknown nature, 
nor can we accede to it as to the unknown, but it is even unknown to us whether it 
is unknown. For there is an all-perfect ignorance about it, nor can we know it, nei
ther as known, nor as unknown. Hence, we are on all (ides fubvertcd, in confe
quence of not being able to reach it in any refpect, becaufe it is not even one thing; 
or rather, it is not that which is not even one thing. Hence, it is that which in no 
refpect whatever has any fubfiflencc ; or it is even beyond this, fince this is a negation 
of being, and that which is not even one thing is a negation of the one. But that which 
is not one thing, or, in other words, that which is nothing, is a void, and a falling from 
all things. W e do not, however, thus conceive concerning the ineffable. Or fhall 
we fay that nothing is twofold, the one being beyond, and the other below, all things ? 
For the one alfo is twofold, this being the extreme, as the one of matter, and that the 
firft, as that which is more antient than being. So that with refpecl to nothing alfo, 
this will be as that which is not even the laft one, but that, as neither being the firft 
one. In this way, therefore, that which is unknown and ineffable is twofold, this, as 
not even poffefling the laft fufpicion of fubfifience, and that, as not even being the 
firft of things. Muft we, therefore, confider it as that which is unknown io tts? Or 
this indeed is nothing paradoxical: for it will be unknown even to much-honoured in
tellect, if it be lawful fo to fpeak. For every intellect looks to the intelligible; and 
the intelligible is cither form or being. But may not divine knowledge know it; and 
may it not be known to this fupereflcntially ? This knowledge, however, applies itfelf 
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to the one, but that which wc arc now invcrtignting is beyond the one. In fliort, if it 
alto is known, in conjunction with others, it will alfo be fomething belonging to all 
things; for it will be common to it with others to be known, and thus far it will be 
coordinated with others. Further ftill, if it is known, divine knowledge will conmrc-
henckit. It will, therefore, define it. Every boundary, however, afcends ultimately 
as far as to the one ; but that is beyond the one. It is, therefore, perfectly incomprc-
henfible and invifiblc, and confequently is not to be apprehended by any kind of 
knowledge. To which we may add, that knowledge is of things which may be known, 
as beings, or as having a fubfiftence, or as participating of the'one. But this is be
yond all thefe. Further ftill, the one alfo appears to be unknown, if it is necefiary 
that what is known fhould be one thing, and that which knows another, though 
both fhould be in the fame thing. So that the truly one will not know itfelf: for 
it docs not poffefs a certain duplicity. There will not, therefore, be in it that which 
knows, and that which is known. Hence, neither will a God, confidered according 
to the one itfelf alone, and as being conjoined with the one, be united with that which 
is fimple, according to duplicity. For how can the double be conjoined with the 
fimple ? But if he knows the one by the one, that which knows, and alfo that which is 
known, will be one, and in each the nature of the one will be fhown, fubfifting alone 
and being one. So that he will not be conjoined as different with that which is diffe
rent, or as that which is gnoftic with that which is known, fince this very thing is one 
alone; fo that neither will he be conjoined according to knowledge. Much more, 
therefore, is that which is not even the one unknown. But if the one is the laft thing 
known, we know nothing of that which is beyond the one; fo that the prefent rhap-
fody is vain. Or fhall we fay we know that thefe things are unworthy to be afferted, if 
it be lawful fo to fpeak, of the firft hypothefis, fince, not yet knowing even intelligible 
forms, wedefpife the images which fubfift in us of their eternal and impartible nature; 
fince thefe images arc partible, and multifarioufly mutable. Further ftill, being igno
rant of the contracted fubfiftence of intelligible fpecies and genera, but poffeffing an 
image of this, which is a contraction of the genera and fpecies in us, we fufpeel that 
being itfelf refembles this contraction, but is at the fame time fomething more excel
lent ; and this muft be cfpecially the cafe with that which has an united fubfiftence. 
But now we are ignorant of the one, not contracting, but expanding all things to it; 

8 and 



O N T H E P A R M E N I D E S . 579 

and in us fimplicity itfelf confifts, with relation to the all which we contain, but is 
very far from coming into contact with the all-perfect nature of the one. For the one 
and the fimple in our nature, arc in the fmalleft degree that which they are laid to be, 
except that they arc a fign or indication of fhe nature which is there. Thus alfo 
afliiming in intellect every thing which can be in any refpect known or fufpecled, wc 
think fit toafcribc it as far as to the one ; if it be requifite to fpeak of things unfpeak-
able, and to conceive things which are inconceivable. At the fame time, alfo, we 
think fit to make that the fubject of hypothefis, which cannot be compared, and is 
uncoordinated with all things, and which is fo exempt, that neither in reality does it 
poffefs the exempt. For that which is exempt is always exempt from fomething, and 
is not in every refpecl exempt, as poftcfling habitude to that from which it is exempt, 
and, in fhort, preceding in a certain coordination. If, therefore, we intend to make 
that which is truly exempt the fubject of hypothefis, we muft not even fuppofe it to 
be exempt. For, accurately fpeaking, its proper name will not be verified when af-
cribed to the exempt; for in this cafe it would at the fame time be coordinated ; lb 
that it is neceflary even to deny this of it. Likewife, negation is a certain fentence, 
and that which is denied is a certain thing ; but that of which we arc now eudeavour-
ing to fpeak is not any thing. Neither, therefore, can it be denied, nor fpoken of, 
nor be in any way known: fo that neither is it poflible to deny the negation ; but that 
which appears to us to be a demonstration of what we fay, is a perfect fubverfion of 
language and conceptions. What end, therefore, will there be of the difcourfe, ex
cept the moft profound filence, and an acknowledgment that we know nothing of that 
which it is not lawful, fince impoflible, to lead into knowledge ? 
May it not, therefore, be faid by fome one who ventures to make fuch-likc inqui

ries, if we aflert fomething concerning it from things of a pofterior nature, fince in thefe 
the monad is every where the leader of a certain proper number; for there is one firft 
foul and many fouls, one firft intellect and many intellects, one firft being and many 
beings, and one firft unity and many unities ;—if this be the cafe, may it not be faid 
that in a fimilar manner it is requifite there fhould be one ineffable and many ineffa-
blcs ? If this then bê adinittcd, it will be neceffary to fay that the ineffable is ineffa
bly prolific. It will, therefore, generate a proper multitude. Or may wc not fay, 
that thefe and fuchdike conceptions arife from forgetting what has been befpre aflerted? 
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For there is nothing common between it and other things; nor will there be any 
thing pertaining to it among things which are fpoken of, or conceived, or fufpcclcd. 
Neither, therefore, can the one nor the many, neither the prolific nor the productive, nor 
that which is in any refpecl: a caufe, neither any analogy nor fimilitude can be' 
afcribed to it. For it is efpecially neceffary to induce quiet, in that which is arcane, 
firmly abiding in the adytum of the foul. But if it be neceffary to indicate fome
thing concerning it by negations, wc muft fay that it is neither one nor many, neither 
prolific nor unprolific, neither caufe nor caufelefs; thus in reality fubverting ourfelves, 
I know not how, by negations to infinity. Shall we, therefore, thus trifling adduce 
that which in no .refpecl has any fubfiftence whatever ? For to this all thefe affer
tions are adapted, and after all thefe the very fubverfion itfelf, as the Elean philo
fopher teaches us. This queftion indeed is not difficult to folve ; for wc have before 
faid that all thefe things apply to that which is not in any refpecl, in confequence of 
its being worfe than all thefe, but they apply to the firft, in confequence of admitting' 
it to be better than all thefe. For the things denied arc not denied of each after 
the fame manner; but upwards things lefs, if it be lawful fo to fpeak, are denied of 
that which is more excellent; and downwards, things better of that which is worfe, 
if it be poffible fo to fpeak. For we deny things both of matter and the one, but in 
a twofold refpecl, after the above-mentioned manner. This queftion then, as I have 
faid, is eafily folved. 

Again, therefore, it may be faid, Does not fomething proceed from it to the thing* 
which are here? Or how indeed fhould this not be the cafe, if all things are from 
it ? For every thing participates of that from which it proceeds. For, if nothing elfe, 
it thence poffefles that which it is, refpiring its proper principle, and converting itfelf 
to it as much as poffible. What indeed fhould hinder it from imparting fomething 
of itfelf to its progeny ? What other medium is there ? And how is it not neceffary 
that the fecond fhould always be nearer to the one principle than the third? and the 
third than the fourth ? And if this be the cafe, muft it not alfo lefs depart from it ? 
If this loo be the cafe, muft it not alfo more abide in the boundary of its nature? 
Hence, too, muft it not alfo be more affimilated to it, fo that it likewife will be adapted 
to participate of it, and fo that it will participate of it ? How alfo could we fufpeel 
thefe things concerning it, unlefs we contained a certain vcftige of it,—a veftige 
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Mlening as it were to be conjoined with it ? Shall wc, therefore, fay that being arcane 
it bellows an arcane participation on all things, through which there is in every thing 
fomething arcane ? For wc acknowledge that fome things arc more arcane than others, 
the one than being, being than life, life than intelkcl, and thus always in fucceflion after 
the fame manner; or rather invcrfcly ; from matter as far as to a rational eflence, thefe 
things fubfift according io the worfc, but thofe according to the better, if it be lawful fo 
to fpeak. May wc not however fay that he who admits this will alfo make a progreflion 
from the firft, and a certain arcane order of things proceeding, and that thus we fhall 
introduce all fuch effable s to the arcane, as wc have condiftributed with the effable ? 
We fhall therefore make three monads and three numbers, and no longer two ; viz. the 
eflential. the unical, or that which is characterized by unity, and the arcane. And thus 
wc fhall admit what wc formerly rejected, i. c. multitude in the arcane, and an order 
of things firft, middle, and laft. There will alfo be permanency, progreflion and 
rcgreftion ; and, in fhort, we fhall mingle much of the effable with the ineffable. 
But if3 as wc have faid, the term it or thofe can not be introducedto that arcane nature 
which wc confider as above the one and the many neither muft any thing elfe befides 
the one be admitted as prior to the many, nor any thing elfe be condiftributed with the 
many in participation. Neither, therefore, is it participated, nor does it impart any 
thing of itfelf to its progeny ; nor is every God arcane prior to its being one, as it is 
one prior,to its being eflence. May we not fay, therefore, that language here being 
fubverted evinces that this nature is arcane by conceiving contraries according to 
every mode from things pofterior to it ? And why is this wonderful, fince we are 
alfo involved in fimilar doubts concerning the one? Indeed, is not thb alfo the cafe 
concerning being and that which i s perfectly united ? 
In another part, near the beginning of the fame admirable work, he remarks that 

the one in everything is the mc«c true thing itfelf. Thus, for inftance, the one of 
man is the mere true man, that of foul is the mere true foul, and that of body the 
mere true body. Thus alfo the one of the fun, and the one of the moon, are the 
mere true fun and moon. After which he obferves as follows: Neither the one nor 
all things accords with the nature of the one. For thefe are oppofed to each other, 
anil diftributc our conceptions. For, if we look to the fimple and the one, we deftroy 
its immenfely great perfection : and if wc conceive all things fubfifting together, we 

abolifh 
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abolifli the one and the fimple. But this is becaufe we arc divided, and look fo 
divided idioms. At the fame time, however, afpiring after the knowledge of it, we 
connect all things together, that wc may thus be able to apprehend this mighty 
nature. But fearing the introduction of ill multitudes, or contracting'the peculiar 
nature of the one, and rejoicing in that which is fimple and the firfl in fpeaking of 
the mofl antient principle, we thus introduce the one iff elf as a fvmbol of fimplicity ; 
fince we likewife introduce all things as a fymbol of the comprehenfion of all things. 
But that which is above or prior to both wc can neither conceive nor denominate. 
And why is it wonderful that we fhould fuffer thefe things about it, fince the diftinct 
knowledge of it is unicul, which we cannot perceive ? Other things too of this kind 
wc fuffer about being. For, endeavouring to perceive being, we difmifs it, but run 
round the elements of it, bound and infinity. But if we form a more true conception 
of it, that it is an united plenitude of all things, in this cafe the conception of all 
things draws us down to multitude, and the conception of the muted aboliflics that of 
all things. Neither however is this yet wonderful. For, with refpect to forms alfo, 
when wc wifh to furvey any one of thefe, we run round the elements of it, and, 
flriving to perceive its unity, we obliterate its elements. At the fame time, however, 
every form is one and many; not indeed partly one, and partly many, but the 
whole of it is through the whole a thing of this kind. Not being able, therefore, to 
apprehend this collectively, we rejoice in acceding to it with a diflribution of our 
conceptions. But always adhering in our afcent, like thofe who climb clinging with 
their hands and feet to things which extend us to a more impartible nature, we 
obtain in a certain refpect a cofenfation in the diflribution, of that which is uniform. 
W e defpife, therefore, this with refpect to the collected apprchenfion of it, which we 
cannot obtain, unlefs a certain veflige of collected intelligence in our nature is 
agitated. And this is the light of truth, which is fuddenly enkindled, as if from the 
collifion of fire ftones. For our grcatefl conceptions, when exercifed with each other, 
verge to a uniform and fimple fummit as their end, like the extremities of linen in 
a circle haflcning to the centre. And though even thus they fubfift indeed with 
diflribution, yet a certain veflige of the knowledge of form which wc contain is prc-
excited; jail as the equal tendency of all the lines in a circle to terminate in the 
middle affords a certain obfeure reprefentation of the centre. After the fame 

manner 



O N T H E P A R M E N I D E S ! 583 

manner alfo we afcend to being, in the firft place, by undcrftanding every form which 
falls upon us as diftributed, not only as impartible, but alfo as united, and this by 
confounding, if it be proper fo to fpeak, the multitude in each. In the next place, wc 
muft colled every thing feparated together, and take away the circumfcriptions, juft 
as if making ninny ft-reams of water to be one collection of water, except that we muft 
not underftand that which is united from all things, as one collection of water, but we 
muft conceive that which is prior to all things, as the form of water prior to divided 
ftreams of water. Thus, therefore, wc muft expand ourfelves to the one, firft collect
ing and afterwards dim lifting what we have collected, for the fupcr-cxpanded tran
fcendency of the one. Amending, therefore, fhall wc meet with it as that which is 
known ? Or, wifhing to meet with it as fuch, fhall wc arrive at the unknown ? Or 
may wc not fay that each of thefe is true ? For we meet with it afar off as that which 
is known ; and when we are united to it from afar, patting be\ond that in our nature 
which is guoftic of the one, then arc wc brought to be one, that is, to be unknown 
inftead of being gnoflic. This contacl, therefore, as of one with one, is above 
knowledge, but the other is as of that which is gnoflic with that which is known. 
As however the crooked is known by the ftraight, lb wc form a conjecture of the 
unknown by the known. And this indeed is a mode of knowledge. The one, there
fore, is fo far known, that it docs not admit of an approximating knowledge, but 
appears afar off as known, and imparts a gnoflic indication of itfelf. Unlike other 
things, however, the nearer wc approach to it, it is not the more, but, on the contrary, 
lofs known; knowledge being difiblvcd by the one into ignorancc, lincc, as we have 
b e f u ' v obferved, wdierc there is knowledge there alio is feparation. But feparation 

1 ing to the one is inclofcd in union; fo that knowledge alio is refunded into 
ignorance. Thus, too, the analogy of F!;:to requires. For firfl wc endeavour to fee 
the fun, and wc do indeed ice it afar off; but by bow much the nearer we approach 
to it, by fo much the lefs do we fee it; and at length wc neither fee other things, nor 
it, the eye becoming fpontrmeoufly daz/Vd by its light. Is, therefore, the one in. its 
proper nature unknown, though there is lomclhing elfe unknown befides the one? 
The one indeed wills to be byitflf, but with no other j but the unknown beyond 
the one is perfeclly ineffable, which wc acknowledge neither knows nor is ignorant, 
but has with refpecl to itfelf fuuer-ignomitc. Hence by proximity to this the one 

itfelf 
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itfelf is darkened : for, being very near to the immenfe principle, if it be lawful fo to 
fpeak, it remains as it were in the adytum of that truly myflic filence. On this 
account, Plato in fpeaking of it finds all his aflertions fubverted : for it is near to the 
fubverfion of every thing, which takes place about the firft. It differs from it how
ever in this, that it is one fimply, and that according to the one it is alfo at the fame 
time all things. But the firft is above the one and all things, being more fimple than 
both thefe. 

P. 166. Note. Such then is the intelligibh triad. 

In order to convince the reader that the doctrine here delivered of the intelligible 
triad is not a fiction devifed by the latter Platonifts, I fhall prefent him with the fol
lowing tranftation from the fame excellent work of Damafcius (U:-pi ctpyjuv,) Con-
cerning principles*, in which the agreement of all the antient theologifts concerning 
this triad is moft admirably evinced. 
The theology contained in the Orphic rhapfodics concerning the intelligible Gods 

is as follows :—Time is fymbolically placed for the one principle of the univerfe ; but 
ather and chaos, for the two pofterior to this one: and being, fimply confidered, is 
reprcfented under the fymbol of an egg. And this is the firft triad of the intelligible 
Gods. But for the perfection of the fecond triad they eftablifh either a conceiving 
and a conceived egg as a God, or a white garment, or a cloud : becaufe from thefe 
Phanes leaps forth into light. For, indeed, they philofophize varioufly concerning 
the middle triad. But Phanes here reprefents intellect. But conceiving him over 
and above this, as father and power, contributes nothing to Orpheus. But they call 
the third triad Metis as inte/Ieclf, Ericapaeus as power, and Phanes as father. But 
whether or not are we to confider the middle triad according to the thrce-fbaped God, 
while conceived in the eggj ? for the middle always reprefents each of the extremes; 
as in this inftance, where the egg and the thrce-fhaped God fubfift together. And 
here you may perceive that the egg is that which is united ; but that the thrcc-fliaped 
and really multiform God is the feparating and difcriminating caufe of that which is 

* Vide Wolfii Anecdot. Grace, torn. iii. p. 25a. 

t vow is omitted in the original. 
£ This is not an interrogative fentence in the original, but certainly ought to be fo. 

intelligible 
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intelligible. Likewife, the middle triad fubfifts according to the egg, as yet united ; 
but the third* according to the God who feparates and distributes the whole intelligi
ble order. And this is the common and familiar Orphic theology. But that delivered 
by Hieronymus and Hellanicus is as follows. According to them water and matter 
were the firft productions from which earth was fecretly drawn forth : fo that water 
and earth are eftabliftied as the two firft principles : the latter of thefe having a difperfed 
fubfiftence, but the former conglutinating and connecting the latter. But they are 
filent concerning the principle prior to thefe two, as being ineffable : for, as there are 
no illuminations about him, his arcane and ineffable nature is from hence fufticiently 
evinced. But the third principle pofterior to thefe two, water and earth, and which is 
generated from them, is a dragon, naturally endued with the heads of a bull and a lion, 
but in the middle having the countenance of the God himfelf. They add, likewife, 
that he has wings on his fhoulders, and that he is called undecaying Time, and Her* 
cules\ that NeceJJity refides with him, which is the fame as Nature, and incorporeal 
Adrajiia, which is extended throughout the univerfe, whofe limits fhe binds in ami
cable conjunction. But, as it appears to me, they denominate this third principle as 
eftabliftied according to eflence, and aflert, befides this, that it fubfifts as male and 
female, fpr the purpofe of exhibiting the generative caufes of all things. 

I likewife find in the Orphic rhapfodies, that, neglecting the two firft principles, 
together with the one principle who is delivered in filence, the third principle, pofterior 
to the two, is efiablifhed by the theology as the original ; becaufe this firft of all 
poffeffes fomething effable and commenfurate to human difcourfe. For, in the former 
hypothefis, the highly reverenced and undecaying Time, the father of aether and chaos, 
was the principle: but in this Time is neglected, and the principle becomes a dragon. 
It likewife fays that there was a triple offspring ; moift aether, an infinite chaos, and 
cloudy and dr.rk Erebus ; delivering this fecond triad analogous to the firft: this being 
potential, as that was paternal. H e n c e , the third proceflion of this triad is dark Erebus: 
its paternal and fummit art her, not according to a fimple but intellectual fubfiftence: 
but its middle, infinite chaos, confidered as a progeny or proceflion, and among thefe 
parturient, becaufe from thefe the third intelligible triad proceeds. What then is the 
third intelligible triad ? I anfwer, T h e egg; the duad of the natures of male and female 

* To rptrcv is, I conceive, erroneoufly o m m i t t e d in the or ig ina l . 
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which it contains, and the multitude of all-various feeds, rending in the middle of this 
triad : and the third among thefe is an incorporeal God, bearing golden wings on 
his (boulders; but in his inward parts naturally pofleffing the heads of bulls, upon 
which heads a mighty dragon appears, invefted with the all-various forms of wild 
beafts. This lafl then muft be confidered as the intellecl of the triad ; but the middle 
progeny, which are many as well as two, correfpond to power, and the egg itfelf is the 
paternal principle of the third triad : but the third God of this third triad, this theology 
celebrates as Protogonus, and calls him Jupiter, the difpofer of all things and of the 
whole world ; and on this account denominates him Pan. And fuch is the infor
mation which this theology affords us, concerning the genealogy of the intelligible 
principles of things. 
But in the writings of the Peripatetic Eudemus, containing the theology of Orpheus, 

the whole intelligible order is paffed1 over in filence, as being every way ineffable and 
unknown, and incapable of verbal enunciation. Eudemus, therefore, commences his 
genealogy from Night, from which alfo Homer begins : though Eudemus is far from 
making the Homeric genealogy confiflent and connected, for he afferts that Homer 
begins from Ocean and Tethys. It is however apparent that Night is according to 
Homer the greateft divinity, fince fhe is reverenced even by Jupiter himfelf. For 
the poet fays of Jupiter—" that he feared left he fhould act in a manner difpleafing 
to fwift Night So that Homer begins his genealogy of the Gods from Night. 
But it appears to me that Hefiod, when he afferts that Chaos was firft generated, 
fignifies by Chaos the incomprehenfible and perfectly united nature of that which 
is intelligible: but that he produces Earth-j- the firft from thence, as a certain prin
ciple of the whole proceffion of the Gods. Unlefs perhaps Chaos is the fecond of 
the two principles : but Earth Tartarus, and Love form the triple intelligible. So 

that 
* A ^ r o yap fxy vvxn S o i j airohina. fety. Iliad, lib. £. ver. 261 . 

f TV is printed inftead of T i j v . 

* As the whole of the Grecian theology is the progeny of the my flic traditions of Orpheus, it is evident 
that the Gods which Hefiod celebrates by the epithets of Earth, Heaven, 8rc. cannot be the vifible Heaven 
and Earth : for Plato in the Cratylus, following the Orphic doctrine concerning the Gods, as will appear in 
our notes on that dialogue, plainly (hows, in explaining the name of Jupiter, that this divinity, who is fub
ordinate to Saturn, Heaven, Earth, &c. is the artificer 0 f the fenfible univerfe; and confequently Saturn, 

Heaven, 
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that Love is to be placed for the third monad of the intelligible order, confidered 
according to its convcrtive nature; for it is thus denominated by Orpheus in his 
rhapfodics. But Earth for the firft, as being firft eftablifhed in a certain firm and 
effential permanency. And Tartarus for the middle, as in a certain refpecl exciting and 
moving forms into diflribution. But Acufilaus appears to me to eftablifh Chaos for 
the firfl principle, as entirely unknown ; and after this, two principles, Erebus as 
male, and Night as female; placing the latter for infinity, but the former for bound. 
But from the mixture of thefe, he fays* that JEther, Love, and Counfel arc generated 
forming three intelligible hypoftafes. And he places /Ether as the fummit; but Love 
in the middle, according to its naturally middle fubfiftence; but Metis or Counfel as 
the third, and the fame as highly-reverenced intellect. And, according to the 
hiflory of Eudemus, from thefe he produces a great number of other Gods. But 
Epimcnides cftablifhes Air and Night as the two firft principles; manifeftly reve
rencing in filence the one principle prior to thefe two. But from Air and Night Tar
tarus is generated, forming, as it appears to me, the third principle, as a certain mixed 
temperature from the two. And this mixture is called by fome an intelligible medium, 
becaufe it extends itfelf to both the fummit and the end. But from the mixture of 
the extremes with each other an egg is generated, which is truly an intelligible 
animal : and from this again another progeny proceeds. But according to Pherecy-
des Syrius, the three firft principles are, a Perpetually-abiding Vital Nature, Time f, and 
an Earthly Nature: one of thefe fubfifting, as I conceive, prior to the other two. But 

Heaven, Earth, Sec. are m u c h fuperior to the m u n d a n e dei t ies . Indeed , i f this be n o t admi t t ed , the T h e o g o n y 

of Hefiod muft be perfect ly abfurd and inexp l i cab le . F o r w h y does he call Jup i ter , agreeably t o H o m e r , 

(irarrjp avtipouv t& Seouv re), "father of Cods and men ?" Shal l w e fay that he m e a n s l iterally that J u p i t e r i s 

the father o f ail the G o d s ? B u t this is impoflible ; for he delivers the generat ion o f G o d s w h o are the 

parents o f Jupi ter . H e can , therefore, on ly mean that Jupi ter is the parent of all the m u n d a n e G o d s : a n d 

his T h e o g o n y , when confidered according t o this expof i t ion , wi l l be found to be beauti ful ly confiftent a n d 

f u b l i m e ; whereas , according to modern interpretat ions , the w h o l e is a mere chaos , more wi ld than the 

delirious vifions o f Swedenborg , and more unconnec ted than the filthy rant o f the t loo l -preach ing methodi f t . 

I only add, that r^v is erroneoufly pr inted in the E x c e r p t a o f W o l f i u s foryr tv. 

* in the original fliould doubt lefs be 

•[ Xfavov is pr inted for yjpww. 
4. F 2 he 
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he afferts that Time generates from the progeny of itfelf, Fire, Spirit, and Water: 
which fignify, as it appears to me, the triple nature of that which is intelligible. But 
from thefe, diflributed into five profound recefTes, a numerous progeny of Gods is con-
ftitutcd, which he calls five-times animated (7r<vTf/xUA)%of); and which is, perhaps, the 
fame as if he had faid irivTixoo-poc,, or a five-fold world. But we may probaby difcourfe 
on this fubject at fome other opportunity. And thus much may fulrice at prefent con
cerning the hypothefis derived from the Grecian fables, which arc both many and 
various. 
But with refpecl to the theology of the barbarians, the Babylonians feem to pafs 

over in filence the one principle of the univerfe. But they efiablifh two principles, 
Tauthe and Apafoon. And they confider Apafoon as the hufband of Tauthe, whom 
they denominate the mother of the Gods; from whom an only-begotten fon Mooumis 
was produced : which, as it appears to me, is no other than the intelligible world de
duced from two principles*. But from thefe another proceflion is derived, Dache 
and Dachus. And likewife a third from thefe, Kiffare and Affoorus. And from thefe 
again three deities are produced, Anus, Illinus, and Aus. But from Aus and Dache a 
fon called Bclus is produced, who they fay is the demiurgus of the world. But with 
refpect to the Magi, and all the Arion race, as we are informed by Eudemus, fome 
of them call all the intelligible and united world Place, and fome of them Time: from 
which a good divinity and an evil daemon are diflributed ; Light and Darkncfs fubfifting 
prior to thefe, according to the affertions of others. However, both the one and the 
other, after an undiftributed nature, confider that nature as having a fubfiftence 
which diftributes the twofold coordination of better natures: one of which coordina
tions Orofmades prefides over, and the other Arimanius. But the Sidonians, accord
ing to the fame hiftorian, place before all things Time, Defire, and Cloudy Darhiefs. 
And they affert, that from the mingling of Defire and Darhiefs as two principles, Air 
and a gentle Wind were produced : Air evincing the fummit of the intelligible triad;, 
but the gentle Wind raifed and proceeding from this, the vital prototype of the intelli
gible. And again, that from both thefe the bird Otus, fimilar to a night raven, was pro
duced; reprefenting, as it appears to me, intelligible intellect. But as we find (with-

* That is, from hound and infinite, 

6 out 
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out the afTiftance of Eudemus) the Phoenician mythology, according to Mofehus, 
places .Ether and Air as the two firft principles, from which the intelligible God Qulo-

THUS was produced ; who, as it appears to me, is the fummit of the intelligible order. 
But from this God (yet proceeding together with him) they affert that Choufonts was 
produced, being the firft unfolding proceflion. And after this an egg fuccccds; 
which I think muft be called intelligible intellect. But the unfolding Chouforus is in
telligible power, becaufe this is the firft nature which diftributes an undiftributed fub
fiftence: unlefs, perhaps, after the two principles /Ether and Air, the fummit is one 

Wind-, but the middle two Winds, the ft nth-weft and the foulh ; for in a certain refpect 
they place thefe prior to Oidomus. But Oulomus himfelf is intelligible intellect : and 
unfolding Chouforus* the firft order after the intelligible feries. And the egg itfelf'is 
heaven : from the burfling of which into two parts, the fections arc faid to have be
come heaven and earth. But with refpect to the Egyptians, nothing accurately is 
related of them by Eudemus. According to certain Egyptian philofophers, however, 
among us, an unknown Darknefs \s celebrated in fome Egyptian writings as the one prin
ciple of the univerfe, and this thrice pronounced as fuch: but for the two principles 
after the firft, they place water and find, according to Heraifcus; but according to the 
more antient writer Afclepiades, fand and water; from which, and after which, the 
firft Kamephis is generated. But after this a fecond, and from this again a third; by all 
which the whole intelligible diflribution is accomplished. For thus Afclepiades de
termines. But the more modern Heraifcus fays, that the Egyptians, denominating the 
third Kamephis from his father and grandfather, affert that he is the Sun; which, 
doubtlcfs, fignifies in this cafe intelligible intellect. But a more accurate knowledge 
of thefe affairs muft be received from the above-mentioned authors themfelves. It 
muft, however, be obferved, that wifh the Egyptians there are rrfany diftributions of 
things according to union ; becaufe they unfold an intelligible nature into charactcr-
iftics, or peculiarities of many Gods, as may be learned from fuch as are defirous of 
confulting their writings on this fubject. 
Thus far Damafcius; from which curious and intercfting relation the reader may 

not only perceive at one view the agreement of the antient theologifts with each other 

* X'sjircupos fhould be read inftead of 

in 
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in celebrating the intelligible triad, and venerating in filence the ineffable principle of 
things, but may likewife behold the origin of the chriftian trinity, its deviation from 
truth, and the abfurdity, and even impiety, with which a belief in it is unavoidably at
tended. Confonant too with the above relation is the doctrine of the Chaldaeans con
cerning the intelligible order, as delivered by Johannes Picus, in his Conclufionsaccord
ing to the opinion of the Ghaldaan theologifts *. " The intelligible coordination (fays he) 
is not in the intellectual coordination, as Amafis the Egyptian afierts, but is above 
every intellectual hierarchy, imparticipably concealed in the abyfs of the firfi unity, 
and under the obfeurity of the firft darknefs." Coordinatio intelligibilis non eft in 
intellectuali coordinatione, ut dixit Amafis jEgyptius, fed eft fuper omncm intellcctu-
alem hierarchium, in abyflb primes unitatis, et fub caliginc primarum tcnebrarum im-
participaliter abfeondita. 
But from this triad it may be demonstrated, that all the proceffions of the Gods may 

be comprehended in fix orders, viz. the intelligible order, the intelligible and at the fame 
time intelleclual, the intelleclual, the fupermundane, the liberated, and the mundane \ t 

For the intelligible, as we have already obferved, muft hold the firft rank, and muft 
confift of being, life, and intellecl, i. e. muft abide, proceed, and return, and this fuper-
efTentially; at the fame time that it is characterized, or fubfifts principally according 
to being. But, in the next place, that which is both intelligible and intelleclual fuc-
cecds, which muft likewife be triple, but muft principally fubfift according to life, or 
intelligence. And, in the third place, the intelleclual order muft fucceed, which is triply 
convertive. But as, in confequence of the cxiftence of the fenfible world, it is neceflary 
that there fhould be fome demiurgic caufe of its cxiftence, this caufe can only be 
found in intellecl, and in the laft hypoftafis of the intelleclual triad. For all forms in 
this hypoftafis fubfift according to all-various and perfect divifions; and forms can 
only fabricate when they have a perfect intellectual feparation from each other. But 
fince fabrication is nothing more than procefjion, the demiurgus will be to the pofterior 
order of the Gods what the one is to the orders prior to the demiurgus j and confe-
quently he will be that fecondarily which the firft caufe of all is primarily. Hence, his 

* Vid. Pici Opera, torn. i. p. 54. 

\ i. e. 0501 vonroi, voyTOi xai noEpoi, voepoi, £7^x007*101, uiroXvrai five LirepovpaKci, ct eyxo<r/xict. 
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ADDITIONAL 

firft production will be an order of Gods analogous to the intelligible order, and which 
is denominated fupermundane. After this he muft produce an order of Gods fimilar to 
the intelligible and intelleclual order, and which are denominated liberated Gods. And 
in the laft place, a proceflion correfpondent to the intelleclual order, and which can 
be no other than the mundane Gods. For the demiurgus is chiefly characterized ac
cording to diverfity, and is allotted the boundary of all univerfal hypoftafes. 
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Page 323.' It alone ufes contemplative intellecl, &c. 

B y the governor of the foul in this place a partial intellect is meant. For this in
tellect is proximately eftabliftied above our eflence, which it alfo elevates and per
fects; and to which we convert ourfelves, when wc are purified through philofopby, 
-and conjoin our intellectual power with its intelligence. This partial intellecl is par
ticipated by all other proximate daemoniacal fouls, and,illuminates ours, when we 
convert ourfelves to it, and render our reafon intellectual. In fhort, as every partial 
foul is eflentially fufpended from a certain daemon, and every daemon has a daemoni
acal intellect above itfelf, hence, every partial foul will have this intellect ranked 
prior to itfelf as an impartible eflence. Of this intellect, therefore, the firft participant 
will be a daemoniacal foul, but the fecond, the partial fouls under this, which alfo 
makes them to be partial. It alfo appears that the intellect immediately above every 
daemon, fo far as it is a whole and one, is the intellect of the daemon which prox
imately participates it, but that it alfo comprehends the number of the fouls which 
are under it, and the intellectual paradigms of thefe. Every partial foul, therefore, 
will have as an indivifible eflence its proper paradigm, which this intellect contains, 
and not fimply the whole intellect, in the fame manner as the daemon which is eflen
tially its leader. Hence the impartible belonging to every partial foul maybe accu
rately defined to be the idea o f that foul, comprehended in the one intellect which is 
deftined to be the leader of the daemoniacal fcries under which every fuch foul is 
arranged. And thus it will be true, that the intellect of every partial foul is alone 

fupernally 
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fupernally eftablifhed among eternal entities, and that every fuch foul is a medium 
between the impartible above it, and the impartible nature below it. This, then, is 
the intelligence prior to the foul, and which the foul participates, when its intellectual 
part energizes intellectually. This alfo is the intellect which Plato in the Timaeus in
dicates under the appellation of intelligence, when he fays " that true being is appre
hended by intelligence in conjunction with reafon ; and to which he likewife alludes 
in the latter part of the fame dialogue, where he fays, " that this intelligence is in the 
Gods, but that it is participated by a few only of the human race.*' 

P. 322. Likeivife Jupiter the mighty leader, &c, 

IT is faid by Plato* in the Phaedrus, that there are twelve leaders who prefide over 
the univerfe, who govern all the mundane Gods, and all the companies of daemons, 
and who fublimcly march to an intelligible nature. It is likewife afferted that Jupiter 
prefules over thefe twelve Gods, who drives a winged chariot, who diftributes all 
things in order, takes care of and leads all the attendant army, firft to an elevated 
place of fpeculation within the heavens, and to thofe bleffed contemplations and evolu
tions of intelligibles which it contains; but afterwards to that fubceleflial arch which 
proximately embraces the heavens, and which the heavens contain : and after this arch 
they proceed into heaven and to the hack of heaven. And in this place divine fouls 
arc laid to ftand, and, whilft they are carried along with the heavens, to contemplate 
every fuperior eflence. But prior to the heavens there is faid to be a place which is 
called fuperceleftial, in which true effence, the plain of truth, the kingdom of Adraflia, and 
the divine choir of virtues, rcfide : and it is afferted that by the intelligence of thefe 
monads fouls are nourifhed and benefited, while they follow the revolution of the 
heavens. 

And thus much is afferted in the Phaedrus, where Socrates clearly fpeaks, as one 
agitated by a divine impulfe, and touches on myfiical concerns. But it is requifite 
to confider, in the firft place, what this heaven may be, which Socrates fpeaks of, and 
in what order of beings it is placed. For, having difcovered this, we may then con-

* This account of that divine order which was denominated by antient theologifts hittlligible, and at the 
fame time inlclUtluat, is extracted from the fourth book of Proclus on the Theology of Plato. 
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template the fubcelcftial arch, and the back of heaven ; fince each of thefe is aftumod 
according to an habitude, or alliance to heaven j the one, indeed, being primarily, 
fituated above, and the other primarily placed under heaven. 

What then is that heaven to which Jupiter brings the Gods ) If we call it fenfiblê  
after the manner of fome, it will be neceflary that the more excellent genera fliould 
naturally be converted to things fubordinate. For Jupiter, that great leader in the hea
vens, if he is himfelf carried to this fenfible heaven, and leads to this all the attendant 
Gods, he mull himfelf have a converfion to things inferior and pofterior to himfelf. 
And this, together with Jupiter, muft be the cafe with all the deities and daemons 
that are fufpended from him ; though the fame Socrates in the Phaedrus afferts, 
that even a partial foul, when in a perfect ftate, revolves on high, and governs the 
univerfe. How, then, can the leaders of total fouls be converted to this fenfible hea
ven, and exchange their intelligible place of furvey for a worfe condition ?—they, who 
through thefe fouls prefide over the univerfe, that they may illuminate mundane na
tures, with an abfolute and liberated power ! Befides, what blefied intellections can 
the Gods obtain by contemplating this fenfible heaven ? And what evolutions can 
there be there of the whole knowledge of fenfible concerns ? fince on this hypothefis 
Plato muft be condemned for producing a relation of no value with refpect to the 
knowledge of the intelligible Gods. For the Gods perfectly know things fubfifting 
in this fenfible region, not by a converfion to them, but becaufe they contain the 
caufes of them in themfelves. Hence, in confequence of knowing themfelves, they 
likewife know in a caufal manner and govern thefe fenfible concerns, not furvey ing 
them, and verging to things which arc governed, but through love converting fubor
dinate natures to themfelves. It is not, therefore, lawful for the God«, by whom all 
heaven is governed, and who confider it as worthy their providential care, ever to 
fubfift under its revolution. Nor, indeed, is there any beatitude in the contemplation 
of things fituated under the heavens. Nor are the fouls wba are converted to a con
templation of this kind in the number of the blefled, and among fuch as follow the 
Gods; but they rank among thofe who exchange intelligible aliment for the food of 
opinion, and fuch as Socrates reprefents thofe lame fouls, who have broken their wings, 
anil are in a merged condition. Since, then, circumftances of this kind belong to. 
partial fouls* who do not rank in the number of the blefied, how can we refer a con-

Verfioa 



ON T H E P H ^ D R U S . 

verfion to Aiis fenfible heaven to the leading Gods ? Befides, Socrates atlerts, that 
fouls (landing on the back of heaven are carried round by the celeftial revolution. 
But Timaous and the Athenian gueft fay, that fouls perform all things in the 
heavens from their own motions, and externally invert bodies by their powers; 
end that in confequence of living their own life, through the whole of time, they 
impart to bodies fecondary powers of motion. How, then, can thefe things 
accord with thofe who confider this heaven as fenfible ? For fouls do not contem
plate, and, as it were, dance round intelligibles, in confequence of the revolution of 
the heavens : but, through the unapparent circumvolution of fouls, bodies themfelves 
are carried round in a circle, and about thefe perform their revolutions. If any one, 
therefore, fhould fay that this is the fenfible heaven, and that fouls are at the fame 
time carried round with its revolutions, and are diflributed according to its back, pro
fundity, and fubceleftial arch, it is neceflary to admit that many abfurdities will 
enfue. 

But if any one afferts, that the heaven to which Jupiter leads all his attendant Gods 
and daemons is intelligible, he will unfold the divine narrations of Plato, in a manner 
agreeable to the nature of things, and will follow his moft celebrated interpreters. For 
both Plotinus and Jamblichus confider this as a certain intelligible heaven. And 
prior to thefe, Plato himfelf in the Cratylus, following the Orphic theogony, calls 
Saturn indeed the father of Jupiter, and Heaven the father of Saturn. And he unfolds 
the Demiurgus of the univerfe by certain appellations, inveftigating the truth which 
names contain. And he denominates the Demiurgus as one who contains a divine in
tellect : but Heaven as the intelligence of firft intelligibles. For Heaven, fays he, is 
fight looking to things on high. And hence, Heaven fubfifts prior to every divine 
intellecl with which the mighty Saturn is faid to be replete; but it underftands fuperior 
natures, and whatever is fituated beyond the celeftial order. The mighty Heaven, 
therefore, is allotted a middle kingdom between intelligibles and intellecluals. 

For, indeed, the celeftial revolution in the Phaedrus is intelligence, by which all the 
"Gods, and their attendant fouls, obtain the contemplation of intelligibles. For 
intelligence is between intellecl and the intelligible. In this medium, therefore, we 
muft eftablifh the whole Heaven ; and we muft aflert that it contains one. bond of the 
•divine orders; being, indeed, the father of the intelleclual race, but generated by the 
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kings prior to itfelf, whom it is faid to behold. W c muft alfo confider it as fituated 
between the fuperceleftial place and fubceleftial arch. 
r. Again, therefore, if the fuperceleftial place is indeed that imparticipable and'bceult 
genus of the intelligible Gods, how can we cftablifh there fo great a divine multitude, 
and this feparated, viz. truth, fcience, juftice, temperance, the meadow, and Adraf-
tia? For neither are the fountains of virtues proper to the intelligible Gods, nor 
feparation and variety of forms. For fuch things as are firfl and moft characterized by 
unity, extend the demiurgic intellect of wholes to an intelligible exemplar, and to the 
comprchenfion of forms which there fubfift. But, in the Phaedrus, Socrates afferts that 
a partial intellect contemplates the fuperceleftial place. For this (as it is beautifully 
faid by our anceftors) is the governor of the foul. If, then* it is requifite to invefti
gate the difference of intelligibles from this analogy, as the demiurgic intellect is im
participable, but that which is partial is participate; fo with refpect to that which 
is intelligible, the intelligible of the demiurgus is the firft paradigm of firft intelligibles, 
but the intelligible of a partial intellect is the paradigm of fecondary Intelligibles, 
which are indeed intelligibles, but are allotted an intelligible fupremacy as among in
tellectuals. But if the fuperceleftial place is fituated above the celeftial revolution, 
but is inferior to the intelligible triads, becaufe it is more expanded; for it is the plain 
of truth, but is not unknown, and is divided according to a multitude of forms, and 
contains a variety of powers, and the meadow which is there nourifhes fouls, and is 
vifible to their natures, the firft intelligibles illuminating fouls with an ineffable union, 
at the fame time that they are not known by them, through intelligence:—if this be 
the cafe, it is necefiary that the fuperceleftial place fhould be fituated between the in
telligible nature and the celeftial revolution. But alfo, if Plato himfelf cftablifhes true 
effence in this place, muft he not confider this place as intelligible, and as participating 
firft intelligibles ? For, becaufe it is effence, it is intelligible ; but, becaufe it is true 
effence, it participates of being. And if it contains in itfelf a multitude of intelligibles, 
it cannot be placed in the firft triad. For one being is there, and not a multitude of 
beings. But if it poflefTes a various life, which the meadow evinces, it is inferior to 
the fecond triad. For intelligible life is one, and without feparation. And from its 
fbining with divided forms, all-various orders, and prolific powers, it is inferior to the 
third or all-perfect triad. If, therefore, the fuperceleftial place is pofterior to thefe in 

^ antiquity 



O N T H E P H ^ D R U S , 50? 

antiquity and power, but is placed above the celeftial order, it is indeed intelligible, 
but is the fummit of the intelleclual Gods. And on this account aliment is thenefc 
derived to fouls. For that which is intelligible is aliment, becaufe firft intelligibles are 
faid to nourifh fouls ; and thefe are the beautiful, the wife, and the good. For with 
thefe, according to Plato, the winged nature of the foul is nourifhed, but is cor
rupted, and perifhes through things of a contrary nature. Thefe things, however, 
fubfift there in an exempt manner, and through union and filence. But the fuper-
cek-ftial place is faid to nourifh through intelligence and energy, and to fill the blefled 
choir of fouls with intelligible light, and the prolific rivers of life. 
But after the fupcrceleftial place, and Heaven itfelf, the fubcclcftial arch is fituated, 

which, as is evident to every one, is placed under, and not in the Heavens: for it is 
not called by Plato a cchJUal, but a fubceleflial arch. And that it is likewife proxi
mately fituated under the celeftial revolution, is evident from what is faid con
cerning it. But if it is requifite that the fubcclcftial arch, thus fubfifting, fhould be 
eflablifhcd as the fame with the fummit of intellectuals, and not as the fame with the 
extremity of the intelligible and intellectual Gods, it will be neceffary to contemplate 
what remains. For the intellectual fummit feparates itfelf from the celeftial king
dom : but the extremity of the intelligible and intelleclual Gods is conjoined, and 
every way furrounded with this kingdom. And this fummit eftablifhes the whole of 
intellecl and intelleclual multitude, and (as Socrates fays) the blefled tranfitions of the 
Gods. But the extremity bounds alone the celeftial ferics, and fupplies to the Gods 
an afcent to Heaven. For when the Gods afcend to the banquet, and delicious food, 
and to the plenitude of intelligible good, then they proceed on high to the fubceleftial 
arch, and through this to the celeftial revolution. Hence, if you affert that the fub
celeftial arch perfects the Gods, and converts them to the whole of heaven, and to 
the fupcrceleftial place, you will not wander from the conceptions of Plato. For the 
Gods are nourifhed with the intelligible, with the meadow, and the divine forms which 
the fupcrceleftial place contains. But they are replenifhcd with this aliment through 
the fubcclcftial arch: for through this they participate of the celeftial revolution. 
They revolve, therefore, through the fubceleftial arch ; but they receive a vigorous 
intelligence from the celeftial order, and they arc replenifhcd with intelligible 
goods from the fupcrceleftial place. It is evident, therefore, that the fuperccleftial 
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place is allotted an intelligible fummit; but the celeftial revolution obtains a middle 
extent, and the fubccleftial arch pofleffes an imelligible extremity. For all things 
are contained in this. And intellect indeed is endued with a convertive power; but 
the intelligible is the object of defire. And divine intelligence fills up the middle; 
perfecting indeed the converfions of divine natures, and conjoining them with fuch as 
are firft; but rendering the defires of intelligibles apparent, and replenishing fecondary 
natures with preceding goods. And thus I think we have fufficiently treated con
cerning the order of thefe three. 

Perhaps, however, fome one may inquire, why we characterize according to this 
medium the whole progreflion of the intelligible, and at the fame time intellectual 
Gods ; and why of the extremes wc call one fuperceleftial, but the other fubccleftial, 
from its habitude to the middle; demonftrating of the one exempt tranfcendency, 
but of the other a proximate and conjoined hypobafis (i. e. fubjedt bafis, or founds-, 
lion). To this then we fhall briefly anfwer, that this whole genus of the intelligible 
and intellectual Gods is connective of both thefe extremes, to fome things indeed 
being the caufe of converfion, but to others of an unfolding into light, and a pre
fence extended to fecondary natures. As, therefore, we call all the intelligible Gods 
paternal and unical, characterizing them from the fummit, and aflcrt that they are the 
boundaries of wholes, the fabricators of eflence, the caufes of perpetuity, and the 
authors of the production of form ; in the lame manner we evince that thefe middle 
Gods, from the medium which they contain, arc the leaders of the bonds of wholes. 
For this whole middle order is vivific, connective, and perfective. But its fummit 
indeed unfolds the impreffions of intelligibles, and their ineffable union. But its ter
mination converts the intellectual Gods, and conjoins them with intelligibles. And 
its middle leads this order as to a centre, and eftablifhcs the total genera of the Gods. 
For, through a tendency to the middle, we attribute alfo to the extremes a habitude of 
tranfcendency and fubjccliun ; denominating the one above, and the other beneath the 
middle. 

Let us now confider what the negations are by which Plato celebrates this middle 
order of Gods. Thofe facred genera, therefore, the. connective, the perfective, and 
the paternal, of thofe divine natures which arc properly called intellectual, arc proxi
mately cftabhlhcd after the intelligible fummit of all intellectuals. For this fummit, 
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Icing exempt from thefe, alfo tranfeends all the intellectual Gods. For what every 
genus of Gods is to the one, that the three orders pofterior to, are to this fummit. 
Plato, therefore, denominates the celeftial order, which connects wholes, and illu
minates them with intelligible light, colour; becaufe this apparent beauty of the 
heavens is refplendent with all-various colours and light. Hence he calls that 
Heaven intellectual colour and light. For the light proceeding from the good is in 
the order fuperior to this unknown and occult, abiding in the adyta of the Gods; 
but it is unfolded in this order, and from the unapparent becomes apparent. And on 
this account it is aflimilated to colour, the offspring of light. Further ftill: if Heaven 
is fight looking to things on high, according to the definition of Socrates in the 
Cratylus, the intelligible of it is very properly called colour, which is conjoined with 
right. 
The caufe, therefore, of the intelligibles in Heaven is without colour, and is exempt 

from them. For fenfible colour is the offspring of the folar light. But the fub-
celeftinl arch, which proximately fubfifts after the celeftial order, is called by Plato 
figure: for the arch itfelf is the name of a figure. And, in fhort, in this order Par
menides alfo places intellectual figure; but firft attributes contacl to the fummit of 
intellectuals, as is evident from the conclufions of the Parmenides. For, in the firft 
hypothefis, taking way figure from the one, he ufes this as a medium, that the one does 
not touch itfelf. Contacl, therefore, here firft fubfifts, and is here according fo caufe. 
For of fuch things as the demiurgus is proximately the caufe, of thefe fne father 
prior to him is paradigmatically the caufe. Hence contact here is the paradigm of 
the liberated Gods. Thefe three orders, therefore, are fucceffive, viz. colour, figureT 

and contacl. And of thefe the fuperceleftial place is eflentially exempt. Hence it is 
without colour, without figure\ and without contacl. 
In the next place, let us confider the triad which is celebrated by Socrates as prc-

fubfift/ng in the fuperceh fttal place, viz. the plain of truths the meadow, and the ali
ment of the Gods. The plain of tru h, therefore, i» intellectually expanded to intel
ligible light, and is illuminated with the fplendours which thence proceed* But the 
meadow is the prolific power of life, and of all-various reafons, and is the eomprehenfion 
Df the primary caufes of life, and the caufe of the variety and the procreation of forms. 
For meadows in this fenfible region arc fertile with forms and productive power*, and 

contain. 
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contain water, which is a fymbol of vivific energy. But the nourifhing caufe of the 
Gods is a certain intelligible union, comprehending in itfelf the whole perfection of the 
Gods, and filling them with vigour and power, that they may provide for fecondary 
natures, and polTefs an immutable intelligence of fuch as arc firft. The Gods, how
ever, participate of thefe uniformly on high, but with feparation in their progreftions. 
Of the aliment, alfo, one kind is called by'Plato ambrofia, and the'other nectar. Here, 
too, we may obferve, that the charioteer who is nourifhed with intelligibles partici
pates of the perfection illuminated from the Gods unically, but the horfes divifibly; 
fir ft of ambrofia, and afterwards of nectar. For it is neceffary that they fhould re
main firmly and immovably in more excellent natures, from ambrofia; but that they 
fhould immutably provide for fecondary natures, through nectar; fince they fay that 
ambrofia is a folid, but nectar a liquid nutriment. Hence, the nutriment of nectar 
fignifies that in providence which is unrcftraincd, indiflblublc, and which proceeds to 
all things with perfect purity. But the nutriment of ambrofia fignifies that which is 
permanent, and which is firmly eftabliftied in more excellent natures. But from both 
it is implied, that the Gods are permanent, and at the fame time proceed̂  to all things ; 
and that neither their undeviating energy, and which is unconverted to fubordinate na
tures,-is unprolific, nor their prolific power and progreflion, without (lability: but, being 
permanent, they proceed, and, being rftablifhcd in prior natures, provide for things 
iccondary vyith confummate purity. 
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