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INQUIRY, &

BOOKL

PART L
SECT. %
ELIGION and VIRTUE Ocafir of

appear in many refpeéts fo 2’,’"{, } g;'

nearly related, that they are
. generally prefum’d infeparable
Companions. And fo willing we are to be-

Val, 2, Aj - lieve
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6 An INQUIiIRY

Book 1. lieve well of their Union, that we hardly allow
A~ it juft to fpeak, or even think of ’em apart.
%‘fﬁ}’};f It may however be queftion’d, whether
QUIRY. the Praltice of the World, in this refpe,
be anfwerable 4o .our Speculation. ’Tis
certain that we - fometimes meet with
Inftances which feem to make againft this
general Suppofition. We "have known
People, who having the Appearance of
great Zeal in Religion, have fyc:t wanted
even the common Affections of Humanity,
and fthewn themfelves extremely degene-
rate and corrupt. Others, again, who
have paid little regard to Religion, and
been confider'd as mere ATHEIsTS, have
. yet been obferv’d to practife the Rules of
*  Mbrality, and a¢ in many Cafes with fuch
good Meaning and AffeGtion towards Man-
. kind, as might feem to force an Acknow-
ledgment of their being virfuous. And,
in general, we find mere moral Principles
of fuch weight, that in our dealings with
Men, we are feldom fatisfy’d by the fulleft
Affurance given us of their Zeal in Reli-
gion, till we hear fomething further of
their Chara@er. If we are told, a Man is
religious; we ftill afk, *“ What are his
“ Morals?” But if we hear at firft that
he has honeft moral Principles, and is a
Man of natural Juftice and good Temper,
we feldom think of the other Queftion,

““ Whether he be religious and devout2”

Tuis
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concerning VIR T UE.

7
Part 1.

Tuis has given occafion to enquire, L VN

¢ What Honefly or VIRTUE is, confi-
« der’d by it-felf; and in what manner it
“ is influenc’d by Religion: How far
 Religion neceflarily implies Virtue ; and
¢ whether it be a true Saying, That it is
< impoffible for an Atheift to be Virtuous,

“ or fhare any real degree of Honefly, or
¢ MERIT.”

AND here it cannot juftly be wonder’d
at, if the Method of explaining Things
thou'd appear fomewhat unufual ; fince
the Subjec?-Matter has been fo little ex-
amin’d, and is of fo nice and dangerous
Speculation. For fo much is the reli-
gious part of Mankind alarm’d by the
Freedom of fome late Pens; and fo great
a Jealoufy is rais’d every-where on this
Account ; that whatever an Author may
fug§cﬁ in favour of Religion, he will gain
lictle Credit in the Caufe, if he allows the
leaft Advantage to any other Principle.
On the other fide, the Men of Wit and
Raillery, whofe pleafanteft Egtertainment
is in the expofing the weak fides of Re-
ligion, are fo defperately afraid of being
drawn into any ferious Thoughts of it,

that they look upon a Man as guilty of

foul Play, who affumes the air of a Free
Writer, and at the fame time preferves any
regard for the Principles of Natural Re-

. ligion.

§1.

C oMM . e s B A ANY. B REEAES - ik et  eLISEEEES .



8 An INQUIRY

Book 1.ligion. . ‘They are apt to give as little
VN quarter as they receive : And are refolv'd
Oceafin o tO think as ill of the Morals of their 1{\{_1—

u e tagonifts, as their Antagonifts can pofii-
RUIRY. bl% think of theirs. Iéeither of ’e?n,- it
feems, will allow the leaft Advantage to
the other. 'Tis as hard to perfuade one
fort, that there is any Virtue in Religion,
as the other, that there is any Virtue out
of the Verge of their particular Commu-
nity. So that, between both, an Author
muft pafs his time ill,-who dares plead for
Religion and Moral Virtue, without leflen~
ing the force of either ; but allowing to
cach its proper Province, and due Rank,
wou’d hinder their being made Enemys by
Detraction.

HowEver ithe: If we wou'd pre-
tend to give the leaft new light, or ex-

t . plain any thing effeGually, within the

intended Compafs of this Inguiry 3 ’tis nes
ceflary to take Things pretty deep ; and
endeavour, by fome fhort Scheme, to re-
prefent the Original of each Opinion, whe-
ther natural or unnatural, relating to the
Deirv. And if we can happily get
clear of this thorny part of our Philofo-
phby; the reft, ’tis hop’d, may prove more
plain and eafy.

SECT.
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9

Part 1.

b Aadls

§. 2

YN the Whole of Things (or in the s o
Univerfe) either all is according to. a Opinions.

good Order, and the moft agreeable to a
general Intereft: o there is that which is
otherwife, and might poflibly. have been
better conftituted, more wifely contriv'd,
and with more Advantage to the general
Intereft of Beings, or ofg the Whole.

IF every thing which exifts be accord-
ing to a good Order, and for the bef; then

of neceflity there is.no fuch thing as real -

ILL in the Univerfe, nothing ILL with
refpe¢t to the Whole.

WHATSOEVE R, then, 7s o as that it -

cou’d not really have beer better, or any

way better order’d, is perfeQly good. What-
foever in the Order of the World ean be

call'd ILL, muft imply a poffibility in the
nature of the thing to have been better
contriv’d or order'd.  For if it cou’d not ;
it is perfe&, and as it fhou’d be.

. WHATsoEVER is really ILL, there-
fore, muft be caus'd or produc’d, either by
Defign (that is to fay, with Knowledg and
Intelligence) or, in defe& of this, by Hazard,
and mere Chance.

Vol. 2 B Ir

Ay
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An INQUIRY

4 v~ Ir there be any thing ILL in the Uni-

v State of
Opinions.

verfe from Defign, then that which difpofes
all things, is no one good defigning Principle.

- For either the one defigning Principle is

it-felf corrupt; or there is {fome other in
being which operates contrarily, and is
ILL. '

. IF there be any 1LL in the Univerfe
from mere Chance ; then a defigning Prin-
ciple or Mind, whether Good or Bad, can-
not be the Caufe of 4/l things. And con-
fequently if there be fuppos’d a defigning
Principle, who is the Caufe only of Goed,
but cannot prevent the Ill which happens
from Chance, or from a contrary ilf De-
fign ; then there can be fuppos'd in reality
no fuch thing as a fuperiour good Defign
or Mind, other than what is impotent and
gdefeCtive: For not to corre@, or totally
exclude that Ill of Chance, or of a contrary
ill Defign, muft proceed either from Im-
potency, or Il-Will,

WHATSOEVER is fuperiour in any
degree over the World, or rules in Nature
with Difcernment and 2 Mind, is whar,
by univerfal Agreement, Men call Gon.
If there are feveral fuch fuperiour Minds,
they are fo many Gods: But if that fin-
gle, .or thofe feveral Superiours. are not

in




concerning VIR T U E. 1

in their nature neceffarily good, they ra- Part 1. 3
ther take the name of D&EMoON. \g\f'\’ '
. 2.
To believe therefore that every thing
is govern’d, order’d, or regulated for zhe
befl, by a defigning Principle, or Mind,
neceflarily good and permanent, is to be
a perfet THEIST.

To believe nothing of a defigning Prin-
ciple or Mind, nor any Caufe, Meafure,
or Rule of Things, but Chance ; fo that in
Nature neither the Intereft of the Whole,
nor of any Particulars, can be faid to be
in the leaft defign’d, purfu’d or aim’d at;
is to be aperfe@ ATHEIST.

To believe no one fupreme defigning
Principle or Mind, but rather fwo, three,
or more, (tho in their nawre good) is to
be a PoLYTHEIST. ‘ *

To believe the governing Mind, or
Minds, not abfolutely and neceffarily good,
nor confin’d to what is beft, but capable
of acting according to mere Will or Fancy;
istobea D&EMoNIST.

THERE are few who think always
confiftently, or according to one certain
Hypothefis, upon any Subject fo abftrufe
and intricate as the Caufe of all Things,
and the Oeconomy or Government of the Uni-

B2 verfe.
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 Book 1. verfe. For ’tis evident in the Cafe of the
¥ ~~ moft devout People, even by their own
g;.‘;io;{ Confeflion, that there are Times when
" their Faith hardly can fupport ’em in the
Belief of a fupreme Wifdom; and that

they are often tempted to judg difadvan-
tageoufly of a Providence, and juft Admi-
niftration”in the Whole.. - .

THaAT alone, therefore, is to be call'd
a Man’s Opinion, which is of any other
the moft habitual to him, and occurs upon
moft Occafions. So that ’tis hard to
pronounce certainly of any Man, that be
15 an Atheift ; becaufe unlefs his whole
Thoughts are at all Seafons, and on all
) Occafions, fteddily bent againft all Sup-
. pofition or Imagination of Dgfign jn Things,
he is no perfec? ATuersT. In the fame
manner, if a Man’s Thoughts are not at all
- times fteddy and refolute againft all Imagi-
nation of Chance, Fortune, or ill Defign in
Things, he is no perfef Tuerst. Butif
any-one believes more of Chance and Con-
fufion than of Defign ; he is to be efteem’d
more @n ATHE1sT than ¢ Theiff, from
that which moft predominates, or has the
Afcendant. And in cafe he believes more
of the Prevalency of an ill-defigning Prin-
ciple, than of a good one, he is rather a
Dz&EMoni1sT; and may be juftly fo call’d,
from the Side to which the Ballance of his
Judgment moft inclines. " R
LL

sETE— T



concerning VIRTUE.

Pare 1.

ALy thefe forts both of Demonifm, ‘@'\’
2.

Polytheifm, Atheifin, and Theifm, may be
* mixd.  Religion excludes only per-
Sect Atbeifm. Perfe@ Deamonifis undoube-
edly there are in Religion ; becaufe we
know whole Nations who worthip a Dewv;/
or Fiend, to whom they facrifice and

offer Prayers and Supplications, in reality

on no other account than becaufe they
Jear him. And we know very well thar,
‘in fome Religions, there are thofe who
exprefly give no other Idea of Gob, than

® As thus:

1. Theifm with Dzmonifm : 2. Damonifm with Poly-
theifm ; 3. Theifm with Atheifm : 4. Dzmonifm with
Atheifm : 5. Polytheifm with Atheifm : 6. Theifm-(as it
flands in oppofition to Dzmonifin, and denotes Goodnefs
in the fuperiour Drity) with Polytheifm : 7. The fame
Theifm or Polytheifm with Dzmonifm: 8. Or with De-
moni{m and Atheifm.

1. As when 2 vne chief Mind, or Sovereign Being, is (in
the Believer's Senfe) divided between a good and an ill Na-
ture, by being the Caufe of Ill as well as Good : Or other-
wife when Two diftin& and contrary Principies fubfift ; one,
the Author of all Good, the other of all lil

2. As when there is not ome, but fepera/ corrupt Minds
who govern ; which Opinion may be call'd Po/ydzmonifm.

4 Sd As when Chance is not excluded ; but God and Chance
ivide.

4- As when an evil Dzmon and Chance divide.

5. As when many Minds and Chance divide.

6. Aswhen there are more principal Minds than one, but
agrecing in Good, with one and the fame Will and Reafon.

7. As when the fame Syftem of Deity or correfponding
Deitys fubfifts, together with a contrary Princigle, or with
feveral contrary Principles or governing Minds.

8. As when the laft Cafe is, together with Chance.

*B3 of

I3
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16 An INQUIRY.

Book 1.of bis kind, when any fuch Appetites or
v~ Paffions make him any-way injurious to
fZ:‘?chI;ﬁ: them. Now, if by the natural Conftitu-
' tion of any rational Creature, the fame
Irregularitys of Appetite which make him

ill 20 Others, make him ill alfo to Himyelf';

and if the fame Regularity of Affections,

which caufes him to be good in one

~ fenfe, caufes him to be good alfo in
Goodnefs-  the other ; then is that Goodnefs by which
he is thus ufeful to others, a real Good and
Advantage to himfelf. And thus Virtue

and Interef may be found at laft to

agree.

Or this we fhall confider particularl
in the latter part of our Inguiry. Our _ﬁrf‘{
Defign is, to fee if we can clearly deter-
mine what that Quality is to which we
give the Name of Gaodnefs, or VIR TUE.

Private Suou’p a Hiftorian or Traveller de-
God. feribe to us a certain Creature of a more
folitary Difpofition than ever was yet heard
of ; one who had neither Mate nor Fellow

of any kind ; nothing of his own Likenefs,

towards which he ftood well-affe@ed or
inclin’d; nor any thing without, or beyond
himfelf, for which he had the leaft Paffion
or Concern: we might be apt to fay
perhaps, without much hefitation, ¢ That
¢ this was doubtlefs a very melancholy
¢ Creature, and that in this unfociabjg
€« an
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« and fullen State he was like to have Pasr 2.
« a very difconfolate kind of Life.” A
But if we were aflurd, that notwith- § I
ftanding all Appearances, the Creature
enjoy’d himfelf extremely, had a great

relith of Life, and was in nothing wanting

to his own Good; we might acknowledg
perhaps, ¢ That the Creature was no

“ Monfler, nor abfurdly conftituted o5 zo :
“ bimfelf” But we fhou’d hardly, after Privare
all, be induc’d to fay of him, ¢ That SISTEM.
* he was @ good Creature”  However,

fhou’d it be urg’d againft ws, * That

“ fuch as he was, the Creature was ftill

€ perfect in bimfelf, and therefore to be

“ efteem’d good: For what bad be to ds

“ aith others?” In this fenfe, indeed,

we might be forc’d ta acknowledg, ¢ That

“ he was a good Creature ; if he cou'd

“ be underftood to be abfolute and com-

¢ pleat in himfelf; without any real re-

¢ lation’ to' any thing in the Univerfe

“ hefides.” For fhou’d there be any where

in Nature a Syflem, of which this living Sytem o
Creature was to be confider’d as @ Part; tb Species-
then cou’d he no-wife be allow’d good;

" whilft he plainly appear’d to be fuch 4

Part, as made rather tqg the harm than

ﬁood of that Syftem or Whole in which

e was included. ,

IF therefore, in the StruGure of this
or any other Animal, there be any thing
which
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Book 1. which points beyond himfelf, and by which
A~ he is plainly difcover'd to have relation

Animal
Svfiem.

to fome other Being or Nature befides his
own; then will this Animal undoubtedly
be efteem’d @ Part of fome other Syftem.
For inftance, if an Animal has the Pro-
portions of a Male, it fhews he has relation
to a Female. And the refpe&tive Pro-
portions both of the Male and Female
will be allow’d, doubtlefs, to have a joint-
relation to another Exiftence and Order of
things beyond themfelves. So that the
Creatures are both of ’em to be confider’d
as Parts of another Syflem : which is that
of a particular Race or Species of living
Creatures, who have fome one common
Nature, or are provided for, by fome one
Order or Conflitution of things fubfifting
together, and co-operating towards their
Confervation and Support. o

IN the fame thanner, if a whole Species
of Animals contribute to the Exiftence or
Well-being of fome other; then is that

whole Species, in general, @ Part only of

fome other Syftem.

For inftance; To the Exiftence of the
Spider, that of the Fly is abfolutely ne-
ceffary. The heedlefs Flight, weak Frame,
and tender Body of this later Infect, fits
and determines him as much # Prey, asthe
rough Make, Watchfulnefs, and Cunning

of
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of the former, fits him for Rapine, and Part 2.
the enfnaring part. The Web and Wing A
are futed to each other. And in the & I-
Stru@ure of each of thefe Animals, there

is as apparent and perfect a relation to the

other, as in our own Bodys there is a
relation of Limbs and Organs; or, as in

‘the Branches or Leaves of a Tree, we fee

a relation of each to the other, and all, in
common, to oze Root and Trunk.

IN the fame manner are Flys alfo pe-
ceflary to the Exiftence of other Creatures,
both Fowls, and Fith. And thus are other
Species or Kinds fubfervient to.one another;
as being Parts of a certain Syflem, and
included in one and the fame Order of
Beings.

So that there is a Syftem of all Ani-
mals; an Awimal-Order or Oeconomy, ac-
cording to which the Animal Affairs are
regulated and difpos’d. - ‘

- Now, if the whole Syftem of Animals, sy1em of
together with that of Vegetables, and all te Earth.
other things in this inferiour World, be
properly comprehended in one Syflem of a
Globe or Earth : And if, again, this Glode planetary
or Earth it-feIf appears to have a real 9o
Dependence on fomething ftill beyond ; as,
for example, either on its Sun, the Ga-
laxy, or its Fellow-Planets; then is it in

' reality
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o aad
Uniwverfal
Syftem.

Abjfolute
ILL.

4n INQUIRY

reality a P A R T only of fome other Syftem.
And if it be allow’d, that there is in like
manner a SYSTEM of all Things, and a
Univerfal Nature : there can be no parti-
cular Being or Syftem which is not either
good or ill in that general one of the Uni-
verfe : For if it be infignificant and of no
ufe, it is a Fault or Imperfection, and
confequently ill in the general Syftem.

THEREFoORE if any Being be wholly
and really IL L, it muft be ill with refpeét
to the Univerfal Syftem; and then the
Syftem of the Univerfe is ill, or imperfet.
But if the Ill of one private Syftem be the
Good of others; if it makes ftill to the
Good of the general Syftem (as when one.
Creature lives by the Deftruction of another;
one thing is generated from the Corruption
of anothér ; or one planetary Syftem or
Vortex may fwallow up another) then
is the Ill of that private Syftem no real
IIl in it-felf; more than the pain of
breeding Teeth is ill, in a Sy(gem or
Body which is fo conftituted, that without
this occafion of Pain, it wou'd fuffer worfe,
by being defe@tive. -

So that we cannot fay of any Being,
that it is wholly and abfolutely ill, unlefs
we can pofitively fhew and afcertain, that
what we call ILL is no where Goop
befides, in any other Syftem, or with

’ refpect



concerning VIR T U E, 21

refpe to any other Order or Oeconomy Part 2.
whatfoever. ' \gylv

BuT were there in the World any Relative
intire Species of Animals deftruive to every /£Z-
other, it might be juftly call’d an i/ Species;
as being ill in the Animal-Syflem: And if
in any Species of Animals (as in Men, for
examplcgonc‘Man‘ is of a nature pernicious
to the reft, he is in this refpect juftly
ftil'd an i/l Man.

WEe do not however fay of any-one, Godand
that he is an i/ Man, becaufe he has the  *"
Plague-Spots upon him, or becaufe he has
convulfive Fits which make him ftrike-and
wound fuch as approach him. Nor do we
fay on the other fide, that he is @ good
Man, when having his Hands ty’d up, he
is hinder'd from doing the Mifchief he
defigns ; or (which is in a manner the fame)
when he abftains from executing his ill
purpofe, thro a fear of fome impending
Punithment, or thro the allurement of
fome exteriour Reward.

So that in a fenfible Creature, That Goodnes
which is not done thro any Affection at ‘¥ 4¢
all, makes neither Good nor Ill in the ™
nature of that Creature ; who then only is
fuppos’d Goed, when the Good or Ill of the
Syftem to which he has relation, is the
immediate Objec of fome Paflion or Af-
fection moving him, SINCE
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v~ SINCE it is therefore by Affe@io

Private
or Self-
Affection.

“it-felf vitious and

merely that a Creature is efteem’d good or
ill, matural or unnatural; our bufinefs will
be, to examine which are the good and
natural, and which the 7/ and unnatural
Affections. :

SECT. IL

N the firft place then, it may be
obferv’d that if there be an Affection
towards any Subject confider’d as private
Good, which is * not really fuch, but
imaginary ; this Affection, as being fuper-
fluous, and detratting from the Force of
other requifite and §ood Affe@ions, is in
ill, even in refpe¢t of
the private Intereft or Happinefs of the
Creature.

Ir there can poffibly be fuppos'd in a
Creature fuch an Affection towards Self-
Good, as is actually, in its natural degree,
conducing to his private Intereft, and at
the fame time inconfiftent with the publick
Good ; this may indeed be call’d flill a
vitious Affetion : And on this Suppofition
a Creature * cannot really be good and
natural in refpect of his Society or Publick,
without being ill and unnatural towards
Himfelf., But if the Affeion be then

* Infra, pag. 79, &c. 163, 4, &c. |
only
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only injurious to the Society, when it isPart 2.
immoderate, and not fo when it is mo- "V -
derate, duly temper'd, and allay'd; then $ 2
is the immoderate degree of the AffeGtion

truly vitious, but not the moderate. And

thus, if there be found in any Creature a
more than ordinary Self~-Concernment, or
Regard to private Good, which is inconfi-

ftent with the Intereft of the Species or
Publick ; this muft in every refpe@ be
efteem’d an ill and vitious AffeGtion. And

this is what we commonly call * SELF1sHNESS,

and difapﬁrove fo much, in whatever Crea-

ture we happen to difcover it.

ON the other fide, if the Affe®ion to-
wards private or Self-Good, however felfih
it ‘may be efteem’d, is in reality not only
confiftent with publick Good, but in fome
meafure contributing to it; if it be fuch,
perhaps, as for the good of the Species in
general, every Individual ought to fhare:
’tis fo far from being ill, or blameable in
any fenfe, that it muft be acknowledg’d
abfolutely neceflary to conftitute a Creature
Good. For if the Want of fuch an
Affe@ion as that towards Self-Prefervation,
be injurious to the Species; a Creature
is ill and unnatural as well thro this
Defe&, as thro the Want of any other na-
tural Affeion. And this no-one would

* See VOL. L p. 120. ’
doubt



24

An [INQUIRY

Book 1. doubt to pronounce, if he faw a Man
‘v~ who minded not any Precipices which lay

Private

or Self

in his way, nor made any Diftinction of

4getion. Food, Diet, Clothing, or whatever elfe

related to his Health and Being. The
fame wou’d be aver’d of one who had a
Difpofition which render’d him averfe to
any Commerce with Womankind, and of
confequence unfitted him thro Ilnefs of
Temper (and not merely thro a Defect of
Conflitution) for the Propagation of his

- Species or Kind. -

T uus the Affe@ion towards Self Good,
may be a good AffeGion, or an ill-one,
For if this private Affetion be too ftrong
(as when the exceffive Love of Life unfits
a Creature for any generous Act) then is
it undoubtedly vitous; and if vitious, the
Creature who is movd by ir, is vitioufly
mov'd, and can never be otherwife than
vitious in fome degree, when mov'd by
that Affetion. Therefore if thro fuch
an earneft and paflionate Love of Life,
a Creature be accidentally induc’d to do
Good (as he might be upon the fame terms
induc’d to do I'L L) he is no inore a good
Creature for this Good he executes, than
a Man is the more an honeft or good Man
cither for pleading a juft Caufe, or fighting
in a good one, for the fake merely of his
Fee or Stipend.

Wuar-
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W H AT soEVE R therefore is dotie which * v~
happens to be advantageous to the Species, § 2
thro an AffeGtion merely towards Self-
Good, does not imply any more Goodnefs
in the Creature than as the Affe&ion it-felf
is good. Let him, in any particular, a&t
ever fo well ; if at the bottom, it be that
felfih Affection alone which moves him;
he is in himfelf ftill vitious. Nor can any
Creature be confider’d otherwife, when the
Paffion towards Self~Good, tho ever fo
moderate, is his real Motive in the doing
that, to which a natural AffeGtion for his
Kind ought by right to have inclin’d him,

Anp indeed whatever exteriour Helps Zempsr;

or Succours an ill-difpos’d Creature may
find, to puth him on towards the perfor-
mance of any one good Action; there can
no Goodnefs arife in him till his Temper
be fo far chang’d, that in the iffue he comes
in earneft to be led by fome immediate
Affe@ion, direitly, and not accidentally, to
Good, and againft Ill. ,

T or inftance ; If one of thofe Creatures
fuppos’d to be by Natwre tame, gentle,
and favourable to Mankind, be; contrary
to his natural Contftitution, fierce and favage;
we inftantly remark the Breach of Temper,
and own the Creature to be unnatural and
corrupt. If at any time afterwards, the

Yo o Re C . fame
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Book 1.fame Creature, by good Fortune or right

A

Temper.

Management, comes to lofe his Fiercenefs,
and is made tame, gentle, and treatable,
like other Creatures of his Kind; ’tis
acknowledg’d that the Creature thus reftor’d
becomes good and natural. Suppofe, now,
that the Creature has indeed a tame and
gentle Carriage; but that it proceeds only
from the Fear of bis Keeper ; which if fet
afide, his predominant Paffion inftantly
breaks out: then is his Gentlenefs not his

. real Temper ; but his true and genuine

Nature or Natural Temper remaining juft

as it was, the Creature is ftill as 7/ as
ever.

NoTnING therefore being properly
either Goodnefs or Illnefs in a Creature,
except what is from natural Temper; “ A
¢ good Creature is fuch a one as by the
¢ natural Temper or Bent of his Affections
“ is carry’'d primarily and immediately, and
 not fecondarily and accidentally to Good,
« and againft Ill:” And an /] Creature
is juft the contrary; viz. ¢ One who is
« wanting in right AffeQions, of force
“ enough to carry him directly towards
¢ Good, and bear him out againft Ill;
« or who .is carry’d by other Affections
« directly to 1ll, and againft Good.”

W HEN in general, all the AffeGtions or
Paffions are futed to the publick Good, or
Good
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Good of the Species, as above-mention’d ; Pare 2.
then is the natural Temper intirely good. A~
If, on the contrary, any requifite Paffion §. 2.
be wanting ; or if there be any one fuper-
numerary, or weak, or any-wife differ-
viceable or contrary to that main End ; then

is the natural Temper, and confequently

the Creature himfelf, in fome meafure cor-

rupt and i/, ‘

THERE is no need of mentioning
cither Envy, Malice, Frowardnefs, or other
fuch hateful Paffions; to fhew in what
mapner they are ill, and conftitute an 7/
Creature. But it may be neceflary perhaps
to remark, that even as to Kindnefs and
Love of the moft natural fort (fuch as that
of any Creature for its Off-fpring) if it
be immoderate and beyond a certain degree,
it is undoubtedly vitious. For thus over-
great Tendernefs deftroys the Effe& of Love,
and exceflive Pity renders us uncapable
of giving fuccour. Hence the Excefs of
motherly Love is own'd to be a witious
Fondnefs ; over-great Pity, Effeminacy and
Weaknefs ; over-great Concetn for Self-
prefervation, Meannefs and Cowardice; too
little, Rafbnefs ; and none at all, or that
which is contrary (viz. a Paffion leading
to Self-deftru@ion) a mad and defperate
Depravity.

C:2 SECT.



28 Ar INQUIRY
BOOkI'.
SECT. IIL

L a0
U'T to proceed from what is efteem’d
mere Goodnefs, and lies within the
reach and capacity of all fenfible Crea-
tures, to that which is callld VirTUE or
MEeRr1T, and is allow’d to Man only.

Reflex Af-

Refe IN a Creature capable of forming general

Notions of Things, not only the outward
Beings which offer themfelves to the Senfe,
~are the Objedts of the Affecion; but the
very Aétions themfelves, and the Affeitions
of Pity, Kindnefs, Gratitude, and their
Contrarys, being brought into the Mind
by Reflettion, become Objects. So that,
by means of this reflected Senfe there
afifes another kind of Affe@ion towards
thofe very AffeGtions themfelves, which
have been already felt, and are now be-
come the Subjet of a new Liking or
Diflike. \

THE Cafe is the fame in the mental
or moral Subje@s, as in the ordinary Bodys,
or common Subjects of Senfe. The Shapes,
Motions, Colours, and Proportions of thefe
latter being prefented to our Eye; there
neceflarily refults a * Beauty or Deformity,
according to the different Meafure, Ar-

* Infra, pag. 414
rangement
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rangement and Difpofition of their feveral Part 2.
Parts. So in Bebaviour and Aétions, when \ v,
refented to our Underftanding, there muft § 3-
ge found, of neceffity, an apparent Dif-
ference, according to the Regularity or

Irregularity of the Subjecs,

Tre Minp, which is SpeQator or Mwa
Auditor of ozher Minds, cannot be without B""g
its Eye and Ear; fo as to difcern Propor—},”,d,,-,].
tion, diftinguith Sound, and fcan each
Sentiment or Thought which comes before
it. It can let nothing efcape its Cenfure.
It feels. the Soft and Harfh, the Agrecable
and Difagreeable, in the Affe@ions; and
finds a Fouland Fair, a Harmonious anda  ° -
Diffonant, as really and truly here, as in ¢
any mufical Numbers, or in the outward o
Forms or Reprefentations of fenfible Things.
Nor can it * with-hold its Admiration and
Extafy, its Averfion and Scorn, any more in
what relates to one than to the other of
thefe Subjefts. So that to deny the com-
mon and natural Senfeof 2 SuBL1IME and
BeauTiruL in Things, will appear an
+ Affe@ation merely, to any-one who con-
fiders duly of this Affair.

Now as in the fenfible kind of Objedts,
the Species or Images of Bodys, Colours,
and Sounds, are perpetually moving before

* Iifa, pag. 415, 418, 419, &c.
4+ See YOL. L. p. 90,91, 2, g: VOL.IL p. 32, &c.
C 3 our
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Book 1. our Eyes, and a&ing on our Senfes, even
v~ when we fleep; fo in the mora/ and

Moral
Beauty
and De-

Sormity.

intellectual kind, the Forms and Images of
Things are no lefs acive and incumbent
on the Mind, at all Seafons, and even when
the real Objects themfelves are abfent.

IN thefe vagrant Charaters or Pictures
of Manners, which the Mind of neceflity
figures to it-felf, and carries flill about
with it, the Heart cannot pofiibly remain
neutral ; but conftantly takes part one way
or other. However falfe or corrupt it be
within it-felf, it finds the Difference, as
to Beauty, and Comelinefs, between one
Heart and another, one Turn of Affection,
one Bebaviour, one Sentiment and another ;
and accordingly, in all difinterefted Cafes,
muft approve in fome meafure of what is
natural and honeft, and difapprove what is
difhoneft and corrupt.

Tuus the feveral Motions, Inclinations,
Paffions, Difpofitions, and confequent Car-
riage and Behaviour of Creatures in the
various Parts of Life, being in feveral Views
or Perfpectives reprefented to the Mind,
which readily difcerns the Good and Ill
towards the Species or Publick ; there
arifes a new Trial or Exercife of the
Heart : which muft either righdy and
foundly affect what is juft and righc, and
difaffect what is contrary ; or, corruptly

e TR Ibocontidny's affedt
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affe@ what is ill, and difaffe® what is wor-Parr 2,
thy and good. L/§N
- 3.

Anp in this Cafe alone it is we call Pussick

any Creature Worthy or Virtuous, when it gi".f;”,

can have the Notion of a publick Intereft, ~

and can atain the Speculation or Science

of what is morally good or ill, admirable

or blameable, right or wrong. For tho

we may vulgarly call an ill Horfe vitious,

yet we never fay of a good-one, nor .of

any mere Beaft, Idior, or Changeling, tho

ever fo good-natur’d, that he is worzhy or

vIrtuous. '

So that if a Creature be generous, kind, -
conftant, compafiionate ; yet if he cannot
refle® on what he himfelf does, or fees
others do, fo as to take notice of what is
worthy or koneft ; and make that Notice
or Conception of #orth and Honefly to be
an Object of his Affection ; he has not the
Chara&er of being virtuous : for thus, and G00D-
no otherwife, he is capable of having a ﬁf,f}gk_
Senfe of Right or Wrong ; a Sentiment or TUE.
Judgment of what is done, thro juft, equal,
and good Affection, or the contrary.

WHATSOEVER is done thro any Urgra
unequal Affetion, is iniguous, wicked, and Afectiom,
wrong. If the AffeCtion be equal, found, guiy.
and good, and the Subjet of the Affe@ion
fuch as may with Advantage to Society

*Cyq be
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Book 1.be ever in the fame manner profecuted,
w~~vor affeed ; this muft neceffarily conftitute

what we call Eguity and Right in any
A&ion. For, WRroNG is not fuch Aéion
as is barely the Caufe of Harm (fince at
this rate a dutiful Son aiming at an Enemy,
but by miftake or ill chance happening to
kill his Father, wou'd do a #rong) but
when any thing is done thro infufficient
or unequal AffeCtion (as when a Son thews
no Concern for the Safety of a Father; or,
where there is need of Succour, prefers an
indifferent Perfon to him) this is of the
nature of Wrong.

Inpsird. NEITHER can any Weaknefs or Im-

Senfe.

perfection in the Senfes be the occafion
of Iniquity ot Wrong ; if the Obje& of the
Mind it-felf be not at any time abfurdly
fram’d, nor any way improper, but futable,
juft, and worthy of the Opinion and Af-
fetion apply'd to it. For if we will

~ fuppofe a Man, who being found and intire

both in his Reafon and Affe@on, has
neverthelefs fo deprav’d a Conftitution or
Frame of Body, that the natural Objets
are, thro his Organs of Senfe, as thro ill
Glafles, falfly convey’d and mifreprefented;
*twill be foon obferv’d, in fuch a Perfon’s
Cafe, that fince his Failure is not in his
principal or leading Part; he cannot in
himfelf be efteem’d sniguous, or unjuft,

Tis
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Part 2.

T 15 otherwife in what relates to Opi- "V~
nion, Belief or Speculation. For as the § 3.
Extravagance of Judgment or Belief is fuch, g;’;’,‘f,f
that in fome Countrys even Monkeys,
Cats, Crocodiles, and other vile or de-
ftru@ive Animals, have been efteem’d
boly, and worthip’d even as Destys ;' thou’d
it appear to any-one of the Religion or
Beliet of thofe Countrys, that to fave
fuch a Creature as a Cat, preferably to a
Parent, was Right; and that other Men,
who had not the fame religious Opinion,
were to be treated as Enemys, till converted ;
this wou’d be certainly #rong, and wicked
in the Believer : And every Action grounded
on this Belief, wou’d be an iniguous, wicked
and vitious Action.

A ND thus whatfoever caufes a Mifcon- Right and
ception or Mifapprehenfion of the Worth 77
or Value of any Obje&, fo as to diminifh
a due, or raife any undue, irregular, or
unfocial AffeCtion, muft neceflarily be the
occafion of Wrong. Thus he who affels
or loves a Man for the fake of fomething
which is reputed honourable,-but which is
in reality vitious, is himfelf vitious and ill.
The beginnings of this Corruption may be
noted in many Occurrences: As when an
ambitious Man, by the Fame of his high
Attempts, a Conqueror or a Pirate by
his boafted Enterprizes, raifes in another
; Y __ R Perfon
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Book 1. Perfon an Efteem and Admiration of that

m immoral and inhuman Chara&er, which

,,ﬁfmfg_"' deferves Abhorrence: ’Tis then that the
Hearer becomes corrupt, when he fecretly
approves the Ill he hears. But on the other
fide, the Man who loves and efteems
another, as believing him to have that
Virtue which he has’not, but only counter-
feits, is not on this account either vitious
or corrupt.

A Mi1stakE therefore in Fal? being
no Caufe or Sign of ill Affeion, can be no
Caufe of Vice. But a Miftake of Right
being the Caufe of unequal AffeGtion, muft
of neceflity be the Caufe of vitious Action,
in every intelligent or ‘rational Being.

Bu T as there are many Occafions where
the matter of Right may even to the moft
difcerning part of Mankind appear difficult,
and of doubtful Decifion, ’tis not a flight
Miftake of this kind which can deftroy
the Chara&er of a virtuous or worthy Man.
But when, either thro Superftition or ill
Cuftom, there come to be very grofs Miftakes
in the affignment or application of the
Affe@ion ; when the Miftakes are either
in their nature fo grofs, or fo complicated
and frequent, that a Creature cannot well
live in a natural State; nor with due Af-
fections, compatible with human Society
and Civil Life; then is the Chara&er of
VirTuE forfeited.

AND
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Part 2,
AND thus we find how far Wor Tu & VN
and VIRTUE depend on a knowledg of § 3-
Right and Wrong, and on a.ufe of Reafon, 5 CE
fufficient to fecure a right application of
the Affetions; that nothing horrid or
unnatural, nothing unexemplary, nothing
deftructive of that natural AffeGtion b which
the Species or Society is upheld, may, on
any account, or thro any Principle or
Notion of Honour or Religion, be at any
time affeted or profecuted as a good and
groper Objet of Efteem. For fuch a
rinciple as this muft be wholly vitious:
and whatfoever is acted upon it, can be
no other than Vice and Immorality. And
thus if there be any thing which teaches Visioxs
Men either Treachery, Ingratitude, or 7%
Cruelty, by Divine Warrant; or under
colour and pretence of any prefent or
future Good to Mankind : if there be any
thing which teaches Men to * perfecute
their Friends thro Love; or to torment
Captives of War in fport; or to offer
+ human Sacrifice; or to torment, mace-
rate, or mangle themfelves, in a religious
Zeal, before their God ; or to commit any
fort of Barbarity, or Brutality, as amiable
or becoming: be it Cuftom which gives
Applaufe, or Religion which gives a Sanc~
tion; this is not, nor ever can be Virtue,

* See VOL.L p. 18,19, 2. VOL. IIL p. 115.
t See VOL.IIL p. 124.

of
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Book 1.0f any kind, or in any fenfe; but muft
\~~ remain ftilhorrid Depravity, notwithftand-
Vitious ing any Fafhion, Law, Cuftom or Reli-

Coes. gion, which -maz be ill and vitious sz-/elf;
but can never - #ter the eternal Meafures,
and immutable independgpt Nature of
Worth and VIRTUE. -

* %
SECT. IV.

Szﬁ”‘. PON the whole. As to thofe Crea-

a ratio- .

mal Of- tures who are only capable of being

jets. mov’'d by fenfible Objelts ; they are accord-
... ingly Good or Vitious, as the fenfible
'+ AffeGtions ftand with them. *Tis otherwife
in Creatures capable of framing rational
Objects of moral Good. For in one of this
kind, fhou’d the femfible Affections ftand
ever fo much amifs; yet if they prevail
not, becaufe of thofe other rational Affec-
tions {poken of; ’tis evident, the Temper
ftill holds good in the main; and the Perfon
kfl with juftice efteem’d virtuous by all

en.

Tralof  MoRE than this. If by Temper any
T one is paffionate, angry, fearful, amorous;
yet refifts thefe Paffions, and notwithftand-

ing the force of their Impreffion, adheres

to Virtue; we fay commonly in this Cafe,

that the Virtue is the greater: and we fay

well. Tho if that which reftrains the
Perfon, and holds him to a virtuous-like
Behaviour,
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Behaviour, be no Affe@ion towards Good- Part 2.
nefs or Virtue it-felf, but towards private v/
Good merely, he is not in reality the more 3 4+
virtuous; as has been fhegn before. But
this fill is evident, that if volunearily, and
without foreignConftraint, an angry Tem-
per bears, or an amorqys one refragns, fo
that neither any cruel or immodeft Action
. can.be forc’d from fuch’a Perfon, tho ever
fo ftrongly tempted by his Conttitution ;
we applaud his Virtue above what we
fhou’d naturally do, if he were free of this
Temptation, and thefe Propenfitys. At
the fame time, there is no body will fay
that a Propenfity to Vice can be an
Ingredient in Virtue, or any-way neceflary
to compleat a virtuous Charatter. '

~ THERE feems therefore to be fome
kind of difficulty in the Cafe : Butitamounts
only to this. If there be any part of the
Temper in which ill Paffions or AffeGions
 are feated, whilft in another part the
Affeions towards moral Good are fuch
as abfolutely to mafter thofe Attempts
of their Antagonifts ; this is the greateft
Proof imaginable, that a ftrong Principle
of Virtue lies at the bottom, and has
flefs’d it-felf of the natural Temper.
hereas if there be no ill Paffions ftirring,
a Perfon may be indeed more cheaply
wirtuous ; that is to fay, he may conform
himfclf to the known Rules of Virtue,
without
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Book 1. without fharipg fo much of a virtuous
Vv~ Principle as another. Yet if that other

Perfon, who has the Principle of Virtue fo
ftrongly implangeds comes at laft to lofe
thofe comtrar§ Igapediments fupposd in
hiim, he certainly lofes noghing in Virtue;
but qg the contggy, loﬁn% only what is
vitious' in his Temper, is left more intire

- to Virtue, and poffefles it in a higher

degree.

. Degreesof T uuys is Virtue fhar'd in different degrees

Virtue.
¢

by rational Creatures ; fuch at leaft as are
call’d rational ; but who come fhort of that
found and well-eftablifh’d Reafon, which
alone can conftiute a juff Affection, a
uniform and fteddy #:/l and Refolution.
And thus Vice and Virtue are found va-
rioufly mix’d, and alternately prevalent in
the feveral Chara@ers of Mankind. For
it feems evident from our Inguiry, that how
ill foever the Temper or Paffions may ftand
with refpe&t either to the fenfible or the
moral Objecs; however paffionate, furious,
luftful or cruel any Creature may become ;
however vitious the Mind be, or whatever
ill Rules or Principles it goes by ; yet if
there be any Flexiblenefs or favourable
Inclination towards the leaft moral Object,
the leaft Appearance of moral Good (as
if there be any fuch thing as Kinduefs,

Gratitude, Bounty, ot Compaffion) there is

ftill fomething of Firtue left; and the
. Creature
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Creature is not wholly vitious and un- Part 2,
natural. &4 A

T uys a Ruffian, who ofit of a fenfe of
Fidelity and Honour 8 #ny kipd, refufes
to difcover his Aflociate; and rither than
betray them, is%ontent tg endure Torments
and Death ; has certaﬂ%' fome Pnciple
of Virtue, however he may mifapply it
>T'was the fame Cafe with that Malefa&or,
who rather than do the Office of Executioner
to his Companions, chofe to keep ’em
company in their Execution.

IN fhort: As it feems hard to pronounce
of any Man, “ That he is abfolutely an
« Atheift;” fo it appears altogether as
hard to pronounce of any Man, ¢ That
« he is abfolutely corrupt or vitious;” there
being few, even of the horrideft Villains,
who have not fomething of Virtue in this
imperfect fenfe. Nothing is more juft than
a known Saying, “ That it is as bard to
« find a Man wholly 1ll, as wholly Good:”
becaufe wherever there is any good AffeGion
left, there is certainly fome Goodnefs ox
Virtue ftill in being.

- ANp, having confider’d thus of Vir-
TUE, What it is in it-felf; we may now
confider how it ftands with refpect to the
Opinions concerning @ DE1TY, as above-
mention’d

PART

§ 4.

-
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® L I
S E C Tc Io'
' %'gg’f 4 HE Nature of VirTUE confifting
' ' (as has been explain’d) in a certain
juft Difpofition, or proportionable Af-
feition of a rational Creature towards the
Moral Objeéts of Right and Wrong ; nothing
can poffibly in fuch a Creature exclude a
Principle of Virtue, or render it ineffeGtual,
except what
1. E1T HER takes away the natural and
juft Senfe of Right and Wrong.
2. OR creates @ wrong Senfé of it
3. OR caufes the right Senfe tobe oppos’d;
by contrary Affetions.
YR ON the other. fide, nothing can affift,

or advance the Principle of Virtue, except
what either in fome manner nourifhes and
promotes a Senfe of Right and Wrong;
or preferves it genuine and uncorrupt ; or
caufes it, when fuch, to be obeyd; by

| fubduing
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fubduing and fubjecting the orlxe‘r Affections
o it 5 ¥

WE, are to confider, thegefore, how any
of the above-mentiod® #Qpinigns on the
Subje@ of a £E1Tﬁmay influence, in
thefe Cafes, 8t prodxa either of thefe
three EffeGs. »

40
Part 3.
(Ve

§ n

I AS tothe firfi Cafe; THE TAKING Lofi of Mae
AWAY THE NATURAL SENSE oF %% .

RiguT AND WRONG.

It will not furely be underftood, that
by this is meant zhe taking away the Notion
of what is good or ill in the Species, or
Society. For of the Reality of fuch a Good
and 1/], no rational Creature can pofiibly
be infenfible. Every-one difcerns and owns
a publick Intereft, and is confcious of
what affe@s his Fellowthip or Community,
When we fay therefore of a Creature,
¢ That: he has wholly loft the Senfe
“ of Right and Wrong; ” we fuppofe
that being able to difcern the Good and IU/
of his :Species, he has at the fame time
no Concern for either, nor any Senfe of
Excellency or Bafenefs in any moral Action,
relating to one or the other.  So that except
merely with refpect to a private and nar-
rowly-confin’d Self-Good, "tis fuppos’d there
is in fuch a Creature no Liking or Diflike

Vol 2. of
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Book 1. of, Manners ; no Admiration, or Love of
AV~ any thing #¢* morally Good; nor Hatred

Moral
Senfe.

of any thing as morally ill ; be it ever fo
unnatural or d.form’d.
P

TuerE isin relity no rational Creature
whatfoever, who knows n&® that when he
voluntétily offend$k does harm to any-one,
he’ cannot fail to create an Apprehenfion
and Fear of like harm, and confequently
a Refentment and Animofity in every
Creature who obferves him. So that the
Offender muft needs be confcious of being
liable to fuch Treatment from every-one,
asu if he had in fome degree oftended
All.

THus Offence and Injury are always
known as punifhable by every-one; and
equal Behaviour (which is therefore call’d
MERIT) as rewardable and well-deferving
from every-one. Of this even the wickedeft
Creature living muft have a Semfe. So

“that if there be any further meaning

in this Senfe of Right and Wrong; if
in reality there be any Senfe of this kind
which an abfolute wicked Creature has
pot; it muft confit in a real Antipathy
or Averfion to Injuffice or Wrong, and in
a real Affe@ion or Love towards Equsty
and Right, for its own fake, and on the
account of its own natural Beauty and
Worth. . .

'T1s

Y
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*T'1s impoffible to fupp‘ofe.a mere fen-
fible Creature originally fo ill-conftituted,
and unnatural, as th san the moment
he comes to be try’? y ¥enfible Objects,
‘he thou’d havgno one #ood Paflfion towards
his Kind, nongound n either of Pity,
Love, Kindnefs, or focial Affe@ion. ’Tis
full as impofiible to conceive, that a rational
Creature coming firft to be try’d by rational
Objects, and receiving into his Mind the
Images or Reprefentations of Juftice, Ge-
nerofity, Gratitude, or other Virtue, thou’d
have no Liking of thefe, or Diflite of
their Contrarys; but be found abfolutely
indifferent towards whatfoever is prefented
to him of this fort. A Soul, indeed, may
as well be without Senf, as without
Admiration in the Things of which it
has any knowledg. Coming therefore to
a Capacity of feeing and admiring in this
new way, it muft needs find a Beauty
and a Deformity as well in Aions,
Minds, and Tempers, as in Figures, Sounds
or Colours., If there be no rea/ Amia-
blenefs or Deformity in moral A&s, there
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is at leaft an imaginary one of full force,

Tho perhaps the Thing itfelf thou’d not

be allow’d in Nature, the Imagination

or Fancy of it muft be allow'd to be
from Nature alone. Nor can any thing
befides Art and ftrong Endeavour, with

long Pra@ice and Meditation, overcome
D2 fuch
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Book 1, fuch a natugal Prevention, or * Prepoffeffion
~~~v of the Mind, in favour in this moral

Moral
Senfe.
How im=
pair'd :

By optofite
Affection,
or Anti-
pathy s

Diftin&ion.
H :

SENSE of Right and Wrong therefore
being as natural & us as ngtural Affection
itfelf, and being g firft Principle in our
Conftitition and Make ; there is no fpe-
culative Opinion, Perfuafion or Belief, which
is capable immediately or direttly 10 exclude
or deftroy it. That which is of original
and pure Nature, nothing befide contrary
-Habit or Cuftom (a fecond Nature) is able
to difplace. And this Affe&ion being a7
original one of earlieft Rife in the Soul or
affeCtionate Part ; nothing befide contrary
Affetion, by frequent check and controul,
can operate upon it, {o as either to diminifh
it in part, or deftroy it in the whole.

- ’T'1s evident .in what relates to the
Frame and Order of our Bodys; that no
particular odd Mein or Gefture, which is
either natural to us, and confequent to our
Make, or accidental and by Habit acquir’d,
can poffibly be overcome by our immediate
Difapprobation, or the contrary Bent of
our Will, ever fo ftrongly fet againft it.
Such a Change cannot be effected without
extraordinary Means, and the Intervention
of Art and Method, a firit Attention,
and repeated Check. And even thus,

3 Infra, p 412, 420, 421.
Nature,
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Nature, we find, is hardly mafteg’d ; but lies Parc 3,
fullen, and ready to revolt, on the firft L VU
occafion. Much more is this zbe Minds § ©
Cafe in refpect of thyg patural Affection

and anticipating Fancy, whlch gnakes the

Senfe of Rightgnd Wroilz. "Tis impofiible

that this can nftantlygor withou%much

Force and Violence, be effac’d or ftruck

out of the natural Temper, even by means

of the moft extravagant Belief or Opinion Not &
in the World. | Opiuion

Ne1Tuer Theifm therefore, nor
Atheifm, nor Demonifm, nor any religious
or irreligious Belief of any kind, being able
to operate immediately or directly in this
Cafe, but indireétly, by the intervention of
oppofite or of favourable AffeGtions cafually
excited by any fuch Belief; we may confider
of this Effe@ in our laft Cafe, where
we come to examine the Agreement or
Difagreement of other Affections with this
natural and moral one which relates to
Right and Wrong,

SECT. IL

IL. S to the fecond Cafe, viz. T H E Corruption
WRONG SENSE OR FALSE Ima-Z Morel
GINATION OF RiGHT AND WRONG. ~

T HIS can proceed only from the Force -

of Cuftom and Education in oppofition to
D 3 -~ Nature;
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Book 1. Nature; as may be noted in thofe Countrys
"~ where, according to Cuftom or politick

Corrup-
tion of Mo-
ral Senfe.

Caufesof

this Cor-
ruption.

Cuftom.

Superfi-

tion,

Inftitution, certain A&ions naturally foul
and odious are,_ rgpeatedly view'd with
Applaufe, and Hogour afcrib’d to them.
For thus 'tis poffible that azMan, forcing
himfelfy, may eat g Fleth of his Enemys,
not only againft his Stomach, but againft
his Nature, and think it neverthelefs both
sight and honourable; as fuppofing it to
be of confiderable fervice to his Community,
and capable of advancing the Name, and
{preading the Terrour of his Nation.

BuT to fpeak of the Opinions relating
to a DEITY; and what cffe® they may
have in this place. As to Atbeifm, 1t does
not feem that it can diretly have any effect
at all towards the fetting up a falfe Species
of Right or Wrong. For notwithftanding
a Man may thro Cuftom, or by Licen-
tioufnefs of Pra@ice, favour’d by Atheifm,
come in time to lofe much of his natural
moral Senfe; yet it does not feem that
Atheifm fhou'd of iz-felf be the caufe of
any eftimation or valuing of any thing
as Fair, Noble, and Deferving, which was
the contrary. It can never, for inftance,
make it be thought that the being able
to eat Man’s Flefh, or commit Beftiality,
15 good and excellent in it-felf. But this is
certain, that by means of corrupt Religion,
or SUPERSTITION, many things thfz
mo
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moft horridly unnatural and inhuman, come Part 3.
to be receiv'd as excellent, good, and lauda-L~A~s
ble in themfelves. & 2
' %oy

Nor is this a Wender. For where-
ever any thifiy, in its nature odious and
abominable, is by Religion advanc'd, as
the fuppos’d Will or Pleafure of a Supreme
Deity : if in the eye of the Believer it
appears not indeed in any refpect the lefa
ill or odious on this account; then muft
the Deity of neceffity bear the blame, and
be confider’d as a Being naturally ill and
odious, however courted, and follicited,
thro’Miftruft and Fear. But this is what
Religion, in the main, forbids us to imagine.
It every-where prefcribes Efteem and
Honour in company with Worfhip and
Adoration. Whenfoever therefore it teaches
the Love and Admiration of a DTy,
who has any apparent Charalter of I//; it
teaches at the fame time a Love and Ad-
miration of that Ill, and caufes that to be
taken for good and amiable, which is in
it-felf horrid and deteftable.

For inftance: if JuriTeEr be He
who is ador’d and reverenc’d ; and if his
Hiftory reprefents him amoroufly inclin’d,
and permitting his Defires of this kind to
wander in the loofeft manner ; ’tis certain
that his Worthippers, believing this Hiftory
to be literally and ftrictly true, muft of

*Dg4 courfe
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Book 1.courfe be taught a greater Love of amorous

un~Vvand wanton alts. If there be a Religion

Super wwhich teaches the Adoration and Love of
a Gop, whofe Charaéter it is to be captious,
and of high refentment, fubject to Wrath
and Anger, furious, revengeful; and re-
venging -himfelf, when offended, on others
than thofe who gave the Offence : and if
there be added to the Character of this
Gop, a fraudulent Difpofition, encouraging
Deceit and Treachery amongft Men; fa.
vourable to a few, tho for flight caufes,
and cruel to the reft: ’tis evident that
fuch a Religion as this being ftrongly
enforc’'d, muft of neceflity raife even an
Approbation and Refpect towards the
Vices of this kind, and breed a futable
Difpofition, a capricious, partial, revengeful,
and deceitful Temper. For even Irregu-
lartztys and Ewormitys of a heinous kind
muft in many cafes appear illuftrious to
one, who confiders them in a Being admir'd
and contemplated with the higheft Honour
and Venerartion.

TH1s indeed muft be allow’d; that if
in the Cult or Worfhip of fuch a Deity
there be nothing beyond common Form,
nothing befide what proceeds from mere
Example, Cuftom, Conftraint, or Fear ; if
there be, at the bottom, no real Hearti-
nefs, nc Efteem or Love imply’d ; the

Worﬂnpper perbaps may not be much
mifled
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mifled as to his Notion of Right andPart 3,
Wrong. If in following the Precepts of \ o~
his fuppos’d G op, or doiig what he § 2.°
efteems neceflary towards she fatisfying of

fuch his De1TvY, he'ls @ompel’d only by

Fear, and, contrary to his Inclination,
performs an A& which he fecretly detefts

as barbarous and unn#tural ; then has he

an Apprehenfion or Senfe ftill of Right and
Wrong, and, according to what has been
already obferv’'d, is fenfible of Ill in the
CharaQer of his G op; however cautious

he may be of pronouncing any thing on

this Subje&, or fo thinking of it, as to

frame any formal or dire& Opinion in the

cafe. But if by infenfible degrees, as he
proceeds in his religious Faith and devout
Exercife, he comes to be more and more
reconcil'd to the Malignity, Arbitrarinefs,
Partiality, or Revengefulnefs of his believ’d
DEerTy, his Reconciliation with thefe
Qualitys themfelves will foon  grow in
proportion ; and the moft cruel, unjuft,

and barbarous Ads, will, by the power of

this Example, be often confider’d by him,

not only as juft and lawful, but as divine,

and worthy of Imitation,

- For whoever thinks there is 2 Ganb,
and pretends formally to believe that he
is jujf and good, muft fuppofe that there is
independently fuch a thing as Fuflice and
Injuftice, Truth and Falfbood, Right and

. , Wrong ;
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Book 1. Wrong 5 according to which he pronounces

e~~~ that God s juft, righteous, and true. 1If

Superfii-  the mere W?ff, Decree, or Law of God be

) faid abfolutely to conftitute Right and

Wrong, then are thefe latter words of no

fignificancy at all. For thus if each part

OF a Contradi@ion were affirm’d for Truth

by the Supreme Power, they wou'd con-

fequently become #zrue.  Thus if one Perfon

were decreed to fuffer for another’s faul,

the Sentence wou'd be juff and equitable.

And thus, in the fame manner, if arbitrarily,

and without reafon, fome Beings were

deftin’d to endure perpetual Ill, and others

as conftantly to enjoy Good; this alfo

wou'd pafs under the fame Denomination.

But to fay of any thing that it is juf

or unjuff, on fuch a foundation as this,

is to fay nothing, or to fpeak without a
Meaning,

ANDp thus it appears, that where a real
Devotion and hearty Worthip is paid to a
Supreme Being, who in his Hiftory or

. Character is reprefented otherwife than as
really and truly juft and good; there
muft enfue a Lofs of Re@itude, a Diftur-
bance of Thought, and a Corruption of
Temper and Manners in the Believer.
His Honefty will, of neceffity, be fupplanted
by his Zeal, whilft he is thus unnaturally
influenc’d, and render'd thus immorally
devout. ;

To



concerning VIR T U E. 51

‘ . Part 3,
T o this we need only add,.that as the VV\3:
ill Charater of a Gop does injury to the § 2.
Affetions of Men, and difturbs and impairs 7/« o
the nawral Senfe of Right and Wrongs -
fo, on the other hand, nothing can more
highly contribute to the fixing of right
Apprehenfions, and a found Judgment or
Senfe of Right and Wrong, than to believe
a God who is ever, and on all accounts,
reprefented fuch as to be afually a true
Model and Example of the moft exact
Juftice, and higheft Goodnefs and Worth.
Such a View of Divine Providence and
Bounty, extended to A/, and exprefs'd in
a conftant good Affection towards zbe W hole,
muft of neceflity engage us, within our
Compafs and Sphere, to a&t by a like
Principle and Affeion. And having once
the Good of our Species or Publick in
view, as our End or Aim, ’tis impofiible
we fhou’'d be milguided by any means
to a falfe Apprehenfion or Senfe of Right
and Wrong,.

As to this fecond Cafe therefore; R E=
L1GI0oN (according as the kind may
prove) is capable of doing great Good,
or Harm ; and A T HE1sM nothing pofitive
in either way, For however it may be
indire®ly an occafion of Mens lofing a
%od and fufficient Senfe of Right and
Wrong; it will not, as Atheifin me-re%',

: e
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Book 1.be the occafion of fetting up a falfe Spe-
«~v cies of it; which only %alfe Religion or
fantaftical (%inion, deriv’d commonly from
Superftition and Credulity, is able to

effet.
SECT. 1L
Oppofition OW asto the laft Cafe, Ture Op-
of the Af- POSITION MADE BY OTHER

Jellions,
AFFECTIONS TO THE NATURAL

SENSE oF RicuT AND WRONG.

T'1s evident, that a Creature having
this fort of SEN SE or good Affection in any
degree, muit neceflarily act according to
it; if it happens not to be oppos'd, either
by fome fettled fedate Affection towards a
conceiv'd private Good, or by fome fudden,
ftrong and forcible Paffion, as of Luf# or
Anger; which may not only fubdue the
Senfe of Right and Wrong, but the very
Senfe of private Good it-felf ; and over-
rule even the moft familiar and receiv’d
Opinion of what is conducing to Self-

Intereft.

Bur it is not our bufinefs in this place
to examine the feveral Means or Methods
by which this Corruption is introduc’d or
mcreas’d, We are to confider only how
the Opinions concerning @ Deity can in-
fluence one way or another,

THAT
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“ TuarT itis poffible for a Ereature ca-
pable of ufing Refle@ion, to have a Liking
or' Diflike of moral A&ions, and confe-
quently a Senfe of Right and Wrong,
before fuch time as he may have any
fettled Notion of A Gop, is what will
hardly be queftion’d: it being a thing not
expected, or any-way poffible, that a Crea-
ture fuch as Man, arifing from his Child-
hood flowly and gradually, to feveral degrees
of Reafon and Refleion, thou’d, at the
very firft, be taken up with thofe Spe-
culations, or more refin’d fort of Re-
fleGtions, about the Subje&t of Gobp’s
Exiftence.

~ LT usfuppofe a Creature, who wanting

Reafon, and being unable to refle&, has,
notwithftanding, many good Qualitys and
Affe@ions; as Love to his Kind, Courage,
Gratitude, or Pity. ’Tis certain that if
you: give to this Creature a reflecting
Faculey, it will ac the fame inftant approve
of Gratitude, Kindnefs, and Pity ; be taken
with any thew or reprefentation of the
focial Paffion, and think nothing more
amiable than this, or more odious than
the contrary. And this is #o be capable
of ViR TUs; and f0 bavea Benfeof RIGHT
and WRONG.

BEFORE

53
Part 3.
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§. 3e
Rife of Ma-
ral Senfe.
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Book 1. :

v~ BEerorg the time, therefore, that a

f;,f‘s'z:ff"' Creature cih have any plain or pofitive
Notion one way or other, concerning the
Subje&t of a Gop, he may be fuppos'd
to have an Apprehenfion or Senfe of Right
and W'rong, and be poflefs’d of Virtue and
Vice in different Degrees ; as we know
by Experience of thofe, who having liv’d
in fuch places, and in fuch a manner as
never to have enter'd into any ferious
Thoughts of Religion, are neverthelefs
very different among themfelves, as to
their:CharaGters of Honefty and Worth :
foute being naturally modeff, kind, friendly
and confequently Lovers of 4md and
Jriendly Aétions ; others proud, barfb, cruel,
and confequently incli’d to admire
rather the A&ts of Violence and mere
Power. g

DEITY. . Now, as to the Belief of a De1TY,
and how Men are influenc’d by it; we
may confider, in the firft place, on what
account Men yield Obedience, and a& in
conformity to fuch a Supreme Being. It
muft be either.sn the way of bisPow ER, as
prefuppofing fome Difadvantage or Benefit
to accrue from him: or iz tbe way of bis
ExceLLENcY and WoORTH, as thinking
it the Perfetion of Nature to imitate and
refemble him,

Ir




concerning ~NIRTUE 55

Part

IF (as in the firft Cafe) there be a Belief L/'Vi)
or Conception of a DE1TY, Who iscon- § 3-
fider'd only as powerful over his Creature, "% 24
and inforcing Obedience to his alfolute
Will by particular Rewards and. Punifh-
ments ; and if on this account, thro Hope
merely of Reward, or Fear of Punifbment,
the Creature be incited to do the Good
he hates, or reftrain’d from doing the Il
to which he is not otherwife in the leaft
degree averfe; there is in this Cafe (as
has been already fhewn) no Virte or
Goodnefs whatfoever. The Creature’,l:not-
withftanding his good Conduct, is intrin-
fecally of as lile Worth as if he afted
in his natwral way, when under no Dread
or Terrour of any fort. There is na
more of Reétitude, Piety, or Sanétity in a
Creature thus reform’d, than there is
Meeknefs or Gentlenefs in a Tyger ftrongly
chain’d, or Innocence Sobriety in a
Monkey under the Difciflipe of the Whip.
For however orderly and_well thofe Ani-
mals, or Man himfelf upon like Terms,
may be induc’d to a&, whilft the Will
is neither gain’d, nor the Inclination
wrought upon, but Awe alone prevails
and forces Obedience; the Obedience
15 fervile, and all which is done thro it,
nerely fervile.  The greater degree of
fuch a Submiflion or Qbedience, is only
~ the greater Serml;ty ; whatever may gc
the
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Book 1.the Obje@. For, whether fuch a Creature
t~~Uhas a good Mafter, or an ill one, he is

Fear.

Hononr
and Love

Digine
Example.

neither more or lefs fervile in his own
nature. Be the Mafter or Superiour ever
fo perfe®, or excellent, yet the greater
Submiffion caus’d in this Cafe, thro this
fole Principle or Motive, is only the lower
and more abje& Servitude, and implies the
greater Wretchednefs and Meannefs in the
Creature, whe has thofe Paffions of Selfs
Love fo predominant, and is in his Tem-
per fo vitious and defective, as has been

‘explain’d.

As to the fecond Cafe. If there be a
Belief or Conception of a DE1TY, who
is confider’d as Worthy and Good, and ad-
mir’d and reverenc’d as fuch ; being under-
ftood to have, befides mere Power and
Knowledg, the higheft Excellence of Na-
ture, fuch as renders him juftly amiable to
All ; and if in 'hﬁ manner this Sovereign
and mighty Being' is reprefented, or as he
is hiftorically deftrib’d, there appears in him
a high and eminent regard to what is good
and excellent, a Concern for the good
of All, and an Affe@ion of Benevolence
and Love towards the Whole; fuch an
Example mutt undoubtedly ferve (asabove
explain’d) to raife and increafe the Af~
feGtion towards Virtse, and help to fub-
mit and- fubdue all other Affe@ions to that

alone.
Nor
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NoRr is the Good effeed by Example
merely. For where the Theigtical Belief
is intire and perfe&t, there muft be a
fteddy Opinion of the Superintendency of
a Supreme Being, a Witnefs and Spectator
of human Life, and confcious of whatfoever
is felt or acted in the Univerfe: So that in
the perfécteft Recefs, or deepeft Solitude,
there muft be Oze flill prefum’d remaining
with us; whofe Prefence fingly muft be
of more moment than that of the moft
Auguft Affembly on Earth. In fuch a
Prefence: ’tis evident, that as the Shame
of guilty Actions muft be the greateft of
any ; fo muft the Homour be, of well-
doing, even under the unjuft Cenfure of
a World. And in this Cafe, ’tis very
apparent ‘how conducing a perfec? Theifm
muft be to Virtue, and how great Defi-
ciency there is in Arbeifm.

57
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§ 3

Divine
Drefence.

WHaAT the FEAR of future Punifb- Fearand
ment, and HoPE of future Reward, added Hee.

to this Belief, may further contribute
towards Virtue, we come now to confider
more particularly. So much in the mean
while may be gather'd from what has
been faid above ; That neither this Fear
or Hope can poflibly be of the kind call'd
good Affections, fach as are acknowledg'd
the Springs and Sources of all Actions
truly good. Nor can this Fear or Hope,

Vol. 2. E , as
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ale d

Self-Love, -

How ad-

wanc'd.

Is E G ffeéts

An INQUIRY

as above intimated, confift in reality
with Virtue, or Goodnefs; if it either
ftands as effential to any moral Perfor-
mance, or as 4@ confiderable Motive to
any A&, of which fome better Affection
ought, alme, to have been a fufficient
Caufe.

It may be confiderd withal; That,
in this religious fort of Difcipline, the
Principle of Se/f-Love, which is naturally
fo prevailing in us, being no-way mode-
rated, or reftrain’d, but rather improv'd .
and made ftronger every day, by the exer-
cife of the Pafiions in a Subje&t of more
extended Self-Intereft ; there may be reafon
to apprehend left the Temper of this kind
thou’d extend it-felf in general thro all the
Parts of Life. For if the Habit be fuch
as to occafion, in every Particular, a
ftricter Auention to Self-Good, and private
Intereft ; it muft infenfibly diminith the
Affeéions towards Publick Good, or the
Intereft of Society; and introduce a certain
Narrownefs of Spirit, which (as fome
pretend) is peculiarly obfervable in the
devout Perfons and Zealots of almoft every
religious Perfuafion. :

Ta1s, too, muft be confefs’d ; That

in Religion. if it be true Piety, to love Gobp for bis

own fake; the over-follicitous regard to
private Good expetted from him, muft‘
L . (o)
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of neceflity prove a diminution of Piety. Part 3.
For whillt God is belov'd only as the wA~Y
Caufe of private Good, he is no otherwife § 3.
belov’d than as any other Inftrument or
Means of Pleafure by any vitious Creature.

Now the more there is of this violent
AffeQion towards private Good, the lefs

room is there for the other fort to-

wards Goodnefs it-felf, or any good and

- deferving Obje@®, worthy of Love and
Admiration for its own fake ; fuch as Gop

is univerfally acknowledg'd, or at leaft

by the generality of civiliz’d or refin’'d
Worthippers.

"T 15 in this refpect that the firong Defire
and Love of Life may alfo prove an
Obftacle to Piety, as well as to Virtue
and publick Love. For the ftronger this
Affetion is in any-one, the lefs will he
be able to have true Refignation, or Sub-
miffion to the Rule and Order of THE

DerTy. And if that which he callsFaz Re-

Refignation depends only on the expeGation /&
of infinite Retribution or Reward, he
difcovers no more Worth or Virtue here,
than in any other Bargain of Intereft: The
meaning of his Refignation being only
this, “ That he refigns his prefent Life,
¢ and Pleafures, conditionally for THAT
“ which he himfelf confefles to be beyond
“ an Equivalent ; efernal Living, in a
E 2 «¢ State
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« State of bigheff Pleafure and Enjoy~

“ ment.”’

Bu T notwithftanding the Il:%ury which
the Principle of Virtue may poffibly fuffer,
by the Increafe of the felfith Paffion, in
the way we have been mentioning; ’tis
certain, on the other fide, that the
Principle of Fear of future Punifbment,
and Hope of future Reward, how mer-
cenary or fervile foever it may be accounted,
is yet, in many Circumftances, a great
Advantage, Security, and Support to
Virtue.

It has been already confider’d, that
notwithftanding there may be implanted
in the Heart a real Senfe of Right and
Wrong, a real good Affe®ion towards the
Species or Society ; yet by the violence of
Rage, Luft, or any other counter-working
Paffion, this good AffeGtion may frequently
be controul’d and overcome. Where there-
fore there is nothing in the Mind capable
to render fuch ill Paffions the Obje&s of
its Averfion, and caufe them earneftly to
be oppos’d; ’tis apparent how much a
good Temper in time muft fuffer, and
a Character by degrees change for the
worfe. But if Religion interpofing, creates

‘a Belief that the ill Paffions of this kind,

no lefs than their confequent Aéions, are
the Obje@ts of a Deity’s Animadverfion;
s, 2
t1s
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"tis certain that fuch a Belief muft prove Part 3.
a feafonable Remedy againft Vice, and V™.
be in a particular manner advantageous § 3
to Virtue. For a Belief of this kind muft
be fuppos'd to tend confiderably towards
the calming of the Mind, and difpofing
or ficting the Perfon to a better Re-
colleion of himfelf, and to a ftricter
Obfervance of that good and virtuous
Principle, which needs only his Atten-
tion, to engage him wholly in its Parcy
and Intereft. '

AND as this Belief of a future Reward Saving.
and Punithment is capable of fupporting
thofe who thro i/l Praétice are like to
apoftatize from Virtue; fo when by #//
Opinion and wrong Thought, the Mind it-
felf is bent againft the honeft Courfe, and
debauch’d even to an Efteem, and deliberate
Preference of a vitious one ; the Belief of
the kind mention’d may prove on this
occafion the only Relief and Safety.

A Person, for inftance, who has
much of Goodnefs and natural Rettitude
in his Temper, but withal, fo much Soft-~
nefs, or Effeminacy, as unfits him to bear
Poverty, Croffes or Adverfity 5 if by ill
Fortune he meets with many Trials of
this kind, it muft certainly give a Sournefs
and Diftafte to his Temper, and make

him exceedingly averfe to that which
E he
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he may falfly prefume the occafion of
fuch Calamity or Ill. Now if his own
Thoughts, or the corrupt Infinuations of
other Men prefent it often to his Mind,
“ That bhis HoNESTY 75 the occafion of
 this Calamity, and that if be were de-
 hver'd from this Reftraint of VIR T UE

¢ and HoNEsTY, be might be much bap-

Lrtrowing,

« pier:” ’tis very obvious that his Efteem
of thefe good Qualitys muft in proportion
diminith every day, as the Temper grows
uneafy, and quarrels with it-felf. But if
he oppofes to this Thought the Confi-
deration, ¢ That Honefty carrys with ir,
“ if not a prefent, at leaft a_future Advan-
“ tage, fuch as to compenfate that Lofs of
¢ private Good which he regrets; ” then
may this injury to his good Temper and
honeft Principle be prevented, and his Love
or Affection towards Honefty and Virtue
remain as it was before. .

I~ the fame manner, where inftead of
Regard or Love, there is rather an Averfin
to what is good and virtuous (as, for
inftance, where Lenizy and Forgivenefs are
defpis’d, and Revenge highly thought of,
and belov’d) if there be this Confideration
added, ¢ That Lenity is, by its Rewards,
* made the caufe of a greater Self-Good
“ and Epjoyment than what is found in
* Revenge; ” that very Affection of Lenity
and Mildnefs may come to be induftrioufly

' ’ nourifh’d,
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nourith’d, and the contrary Paffion deprefs’d. Part 3.
And thus Temperance, Modefly, Candour, ~N~~.
Benignity, and other good AffeGions, how- §3.
ever defpis'd at firft, may come at laft to

be valu'd for their own fakes, the contrary
Species reje@ed, and the good and proper

Obje@ belov'd and profecuted, when the
Reward or Punifhment is not fo much as
thought of.

Truusinacivi/ STATE or PUBLICK, Rewards
we fee that a virtuous Adminiftration, and :;;’mf “
an equal and juft Diftribution of Rewards ’
and Punithments, is of the higheft fervice; r s
not only by reftraining the Vitious, and S«*=
forcing ‘them to a@ ufefully to Society;
but by making Virtue to be apparently
the Intereft of every-one, fo as to remove
all Prejudices againft it, create a fair
reception for it, and lead Men into that
path which afterwards they cannot eafily
quit. For thus a People raisd from
Barbarity or defpotick Rule, civiliz'd by
Laws, and made virtuous by the long
Courfe of a lawful and juft Adminiftration ;
if they chance to fall fuddenly under any
Mifgovernment of unjuft and arbitrary
Power, they will on this account be the
rather animated to exert a ftronger Virtue,
in oppofition to fuch Violence and Cor-
ruption. And even where, by long and
continued Arts of a prevailing Tyranny,
fuch a People are at laft totally opprefs’d,

_ E 4 the
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Book 1.the fcatter'd Seeds of Virtue will for a
A\~~~ long time remain alive, even to a fecond

Rewards

and Pu-

Generation; ¢€’er the utmoft Force of

nipments. mifapply’d Rewards and Punithments can

bring them tw the abje® and compliant
State of long-accuftom’d Slaves.

BuT tho a right Diftribution of Juftice
in 2 Government be fo eflential a caufe
of Virtue, we muft obferve in this Cafe,
that it is Example which chiefly influences
Mankind, and forms the Chara&er and
Difpofition of a People. For a virtuous
Adminiftration is in a manner neceflarily
accompany’d with Virtue in the Magiftrate.
Otherwife it cou’d be of little effe@ ; and of
no long duration. But where it is fincere
and well-eftablifh’d, there Virtue and the
Laws muft neceflfarily be refpected and
belov’d. So that as to Punithments and
Rewards, their Efficacy is not fo much
from the Fear or Expe&ation which
they raife, as from a nawral Efteem of
Virtue, and Deteftation of Villany, which
is awaken’d and excited by thefe publick
Expreflions of the Approbation and Ha-
tred of Mankind in. each Cafe. For in
the publick Executions of the greateft
Villains, we fee generally that the Infamy
and Odioufnefs of their Crime, and the
Shame of it before Mankind, contribute
more to their Mifery than all befides ; and
that it is not the immediate Pain, or Death

' it-felf,
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it-felf, which raifes fo much Horrour either Part 3.
in the Sufferers or Spectators, as that A\
ignominious kind of Death which is in- § 3-
flited for publick Crimes, and Violations

of Juftice and Humanity. ,

AND as the Cafe of Reward and Pu- I ¢
nithment ftands thus in the Publick, fo, Fam:
in the fame manner, as to private Familys,
For Slaves and mercenary Servants, re-
ftrain’d and made orderly by Punithment,
and the Severity of their Mafter, are not
on this account made good or honeft..
Yet the fame Mafter of the Family ufing
proper Rewards and gentle Punifhments
towards his Children, teaches them Good-
nefs, and by this help inftrués them in
a Virtue, which afterwards they practife
upon other grounds, and without thinking
of a Penalty or Bribe. And this is what
we call @ Liberal Educagian and @ Liberal
Service: the contrary Service and Obe-
dience, whether towards God or Man,
being slliberal, and unworthy of any Ho-
nour or Commendation.

IN the Cafe of Religion, however, it/ Rei-
muft be confider’d, that if by the Hope&™
of Reward be underftood the Love and
Defire of virtuous Enjoyment, or of the very
Pra&ice and Exercife of Virtue in another
Life; the Expecation or Hope of this
kind is fo far from being derogatory to

Virtue,
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Book 1.Virtue, that it is an Evidence of our
A~~~ loving it the more fincerely and for its
own fake. Nor can this Principle be juftly
call'd felfgh : for if the Love of Virtue be
not mere *Self-Intereft, the Love and De-
fire of Life for Virtue’s fake cannot be
efteem’d fo. But if the Defire of Life
be only thro the Violence of that natural
Averfion to Death; if it be thro the Love
of fomething elfe thag virtuous Affetion,
or thro the Unwillingnefs of parting with
fomething elfe than what is purely of this
kind ; then is it no longer any fign or token -
of real Virtue. '

- THus a Perfon loving Life for Life's
fake, and Virtue not at all, may by the
Promife or Hope of Life, and Fear of
Death, or other Evil, be induc’d to practife
Virtue, and even endeavour to be truly
virtwous, by a Love of what he practifes.
Yet neither is £bis very Endeavour to be
efteem’d 2 Virtue. For tho he may intend
to be virtuous; he is not become fo, for
having only intended, or aim’d at it, thro
Love of the Reward. But as foon as he
is come to have any Affettion towards
what is morally good, and can like or
affe@ fuch Good for its own fake, as good
and amiable sz #¢-felf; then is he in fome
degree good and virtuous, and not till
then.

SucH
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Part 3.

Sucu are the Advantages or Difadvan- &/ V™3
tages which accrue to Virtue from Re- § 3.
fleGtion upon private Good or Intereft. f,‘,‘r';:’:’ i
For tho the Habit of Selfifbnefs; and the
Multiplicity of interefted Views, are of little
Improvement to real Merst or Virtue ; yet
there is a neceffity for the Prefervation of
Virtue, that it thou’d be thought to have
no quarrel with zgee Inmterefl, and Self-
Enjoyment.

WHoEVER therefore, by any ftrong
Perfuafion or fettled Judgment, thinks in
the main, That Virtue caufes Happinefs, and
Vice Mifery, carrys with him that Security
and Affiftance to Virtue which is requir'd.
Or tho he has no fuch Thought, nor can
believe Virtue his real Intereft, either with
refpect to his own Nature and Conftitution,
or the Circumftances of human Life ; yet if
he believes any Supreme Powers concern’d
in the prefent Affairs of Mankind, and
immediately interpofing in behalf of the
Honeft and Virtuous, againft the Impious
and Unjuft ; this will ferve to preferve
in him, however, that juft Efteem of
Virtue, which might otherwife confiderably
diminifh. Or fhou’d he ftill believe little
of the /mmediate Interpofition of Providence
in the Affairs of this prefent Life; yeu if
he believes a God dilpenfing Rewards
and Punifthments to Vice and Virtue in a

JSuture
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Book 1. future ; he carrys with him ftill the fame
s~~~ Advantage and Security ; whilft his Belief
Causion. 55 fteddy, and no-wife wavering or doubtful.
For it muft be obferv’d, that an Ex-
pe@ation and Dependency, fo miraculous
and great as this, muft naturally take off
from other inferiour Dependencys and

- Encouragements. Where infinite Rewards

are thus inforc’d, and the Imagination
ftrongly turn’d towagds them, the other
common and natural Motives to Goodnefs
are apt to be negleted, and lofe much by
Dif-ufe. Other Interefts are hardly fo
much as computed, whilft the Mind is
thus tranfported in the purfuit of a high
Advantage and Self-Intereft, fo narrowly
confin’d within our-felves. On this account,
all other AffeCtions towards Friends,
Relations, or Mankind, are often flightly
regarded, as being wor/dly, and of little
moment, in refpet of the Intereft of our
Soul. And fo little thought is there of any
immediate Satisfaction arifing from fuch
good Offices of Life, that it is cuftomary
with many devout People zealoufly to
Imprudent - decry all temporal Advantages of Goodnefs,
Zeal all natural Benefits of Virtue; and mag-
nifying the contrary Happinefs of a vitious
State, to declare, “ That except only
“ for the fake of future Reward, and fear
“ of future Punifhment, they wou'd diveft
“ themfelves of all Goodnefs at once,
“ and freely allow themfelves to be moft
“ immoral
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* immoral and profligate.” From whence Pare 3.
it appears, that.in fome refpe@s there can LN\
be nothing more * faal to Virtue, than § 3
the weak and uncertdin Belief of a future
Reward and Punifthment. -For: the ftrefs
being laid wholly here, if this Foundation
come to fail, there is no further Prop or
Security to Mens Morals. And thus Virtue

is fupplanted and betray’d.

Now as to AT H##s M: tho it be plainly sifm.
deficient and without remedy, in the cafe
of ill fudgment on the Happinefs of Virtue;
yet it is not, indeed, of neceffity the Caufe
of any fuch #// Fudgment. For without
an abfolute Affent to any Hypothefis of
Theifm, the Advantages of Virtue may
poflibly be feen and own’d, and a high
Opinion of it eftablith’'d in the Mind.
However, it muft be confefs’d, that the na-
tural Tendency of Atheifm is very different.

*T1s in a manner impoffible, to have
any great opinion of the Happinefs of Virtue,
without conceiving high Thoughts of the
Satisfaction refulting from the generous
Admiration and Love of it: And nothing
befide the Experience of fuch a Love is
likely to make this SatisfaGtion credited.
The chief Ground and Support therefore
of this Opinion of Happinefs in Virtue,
muft arife from the powerful feeling of this

* See VOL I p. 97, &.

generous
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Book 1.generous moral Affection, and the Knowledg

A~ of its Power and Strength. But this is

Aheifm.  certain, that it can pe no great firengthning
to the moral Affectién, no great fupport to
the pure Eoww of Gpodnefs and Virtue, to
fuppofe there is neither Goodnefs nor Beauty
in the WroLE it-felf ; nor any Example,
or Precedent of good Affecton in any
fuperiour Being. Such a Belief muft tend
rather to the weaning the Affections from
any thing amiable of§felf-worthy, and to
the fupprefling the very Habit and familiar
Cuftom of admiring natural Beautys, or
whatever in the Order of things is according
to juft Defign, Harmony, and Proportion.
For how little difpos’d muft a Perfon be,
to love or admire any thing as orderly in the
Univerfe, who thinks the Univerfe it-felf a
Pattern of Diforder ? How unapt to re-
verence or refpect any particular fubordinate
Beauty of @ Part; when even THE WHOLE
it-felf is thought to want Perfetion, and
to-be only a vaft and infinite Deformity ?

NoTHING indeed can be more me-
lancholy, than the Thought of living in a
diftracted Univerfe, from whence many Ills
may be fufpected, and where there isnothing
good or lovely which prefents itfelf, nothing
which can fatisfy in Contemplation, ot
raife any Paffion befides that of Contempt,
Hatred, or Diflike. Such an Opinion as
this may by degrees imbitter the Tcmpc:i

an
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and not only make the Love of Virtue to be Part 3.
lefs felt, but help to impair and ruin the v~
very Principle o Virtue;; viz, natural and - 3.
kind Affeétson. v

Uron the whole ; SNoevér Ias a firm Tyt
Belief of a G 00 whom he does not merely
call good, but of whom in reality he delseves
nothing befide real Good, nothing befide
what s truly futable to the exaceft Cha-
racter of Benignity gpd Goodnefs; fucha
Perfon believing Rewards or Retributions
in another Life, muft believe them annex’d
to real Goodnefs and Merit, real Villany
and Bafenefs, and not to any accidental
Qualitys or Circumftances, in which refpe@
they cannot properly be ftil'd Rewards,
or Punifbments, but capricious Diftributions
of Happinefs or Unbappinefs to Creatures.
Thefe are the only Terms on which the
Belief of a World to come, can happily
influence the Believer. And on thefe
Terms, and by virtue of this Belief, Man
perhaps may retain his Virtue and Integrity,
even under the hardeft Thoughts of
human Nawre; when either by any ill
Circumftance or untoward Dogrine, he is
brought to that unfortunate Opinion of
Virtue's being naturally an Enemy to Happinefs
in Life.

T H1s, ﬁowever, is an Opinion which
cannot be fuppos’d confiftent with found
) - l ) Tbﬂi Me
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Book 1. Theifim. For whatever be decided as to a

VN

Theifm.

Atheifm
and The-

ifm.

each.

future Life, or the Rewards and Punith-
ments of hcreaftgr ; he who, as a found
Theift, believes a réigning Mind, fovereign
in 'Naturg, gpd ruling all things with the
higheft prfectiof & Goodnefs, as well as
of Wifdom and Power, muft neceflarily
believe Virtue to be naturally good and
advantageous. For what cou’d more
ftrongly imply an unjuft Ordinance, a Blot
and Imperfection in g general Conftitution
of Things, than to fuppofe Virtue the
natural Ill, and Vice the natural Good of
any Creature ?

- AND now laft of all, there remains for
us to confider a yet further Advantage to
Virtue, in the 7}l;eijiical Belief above the
Atheiftical. ‘The Propofition may at firft
fight appear over-refin’d, and of a fort
which 1s efteem’d too nicely philofophical.
But after what has been already examin’d,
the Subjet perhaps may be more eafily
explain’d. _

Efess f T HERE is no Creature, according to

what has been already provid, who muft
not of neceflity be #// in fome degree, by

‘having any Affe@ion or Averfion in 2
- ftronger degree than is futable to his own

private Good, or that of the Syftem to

which he is join’d. For in either Cafe the

AffeCtion is #// and vitious, Now if a .
rational
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rational Creature has that Degree of Averfion Pare 3
which is requifite t0 arm him againft any ‘A~

particular Misfortune,* and alarm him
againft the Approach of apy,Calamity ;
this is regular and Wel. aﬂuﬁif after the
Misfortune is happen’d, his Averfion con-
tinues ftill, and his Paffion rather grows
upon him ; whilft he rages at the Accident,
and exclaims againft his private Fortune
or Lot; this will jhe acknowledg’d both
vitious in prefent, and for the future; as it
affes the Temper, and difturbs that
,eafy Courfe of the AffeCtions on which

Virtue and Goodnefs fo much depend.
On the other fide, the patient enduring
of the Calamity, and the bearing up of
the Mind under it, muft be acknowledg’d

immediately virtuous, and prefervative of

§ 3

Virtue. Now, according to the Hypo- Of 4x-

thefis of thofe who exclude a general ¥™

Mind, it muft be confefs'd, there can
nothing happen in the Courfe of things
to deferve either our Admiration, and
Love, or our Anger, and Abhorrence.
However, as there can be no Satisfaction
at the beft in thinking upon what Atoms

and Chance produce ; fo upon difafterous-

Occafions; and under the Circumftances
of a calamitous and hard Fortune, ’us
* fcarce poffible to prevent a natural kind
of Abhorrence and Spleen, . which will
be enterrain’d and kept alive by the Ima-
gination of fo perverfe an Order of Things.

Vol. 2. F Bue
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But in another Hpyothefis (that of perfect
Theifm) it is underftodd, ¢ That what-
“ ever the Order %f the World produces,
“ is in the main both juf and good”
Therefore 'm the @odrfe of Things in this
World, whatever Hardfhip of Events may
feem to force from any rational Creature
a hard Cenfure of his private Condition or
Lot ; he may by Refletion neverthelefs,
come to have Patienge, and to acquiefce
in it. Nor is this all. ~ He may go further
ftill in this Reconciliation ; and from the
fime Principle may make the Los itfelf
an Obje&t of his good Affetion; whilft
he ftrives to maintain this generous
Fealty, and ftands fo well-difpos’d to-
wards the Laws and Government of his
higher Country.

Sucu an AffeGtion muft needs create
the higheft Conftancy in any State of
Sufferance, and make us in the beft man-
ner fupport whatever Hardfhips are to be
endur’d for Virtue’s fake. And as this Af-
fection muft of neceflity caufe a greater
Acquiefcence and Complacency with refpect
to ill Accidents, ill Men, and Injurys;
fo of courfe it cannot fail of producing
ftill a greater Equality, Gentlenefs, and
Benignity in the Temper. Confequently
the AffeCtion muft be a truly good one,
and a Creature the more truly good and
virtuous, by poflefling it. For what-

foever
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foever is the occafion or means of more Part 3.
affeCtionately uniting sa rational Creature \ A~
to his PaArT in Sodiesy, and caufes him § 3-
to profecute the Publick Ga&d# or Intereft
of his Species, with more Zeal and
Affe@ion than ordinary ; is undoubtedly
the Caufe of more than ordinary Virtue
in fuch a Perfon.

THis too is ceMin; That the Admi- Contem-
ration and Love of Order, Harmony and #atien»
Proportion, in whatever kind, is naturally
improving to the Temper, advantageous
to focial Affe®ion, and highly affiftanc
to Virtue; which is itfelf no other than
the Love of Order and Beauty in So-
ciety, In the meaneft Subjes of the
World, the Appearance of Order gains
upon the Mind, and draws the AffeGtion
towards it. But if the Order of the World
it-felf appears juft and beautiful ; the Ad-
miration and Efteem of Order muft run
higher, and the elegant Paffion or Love
of Beauty, which is fo advantageous to
Virtue, muft be the more improv'd by its
Exercife in fo ample and magnificent a
Subjet, For ’tis impoffible that fuch' @ Ruiins
Diwvine Order fhou’d be contemplated with- 4fecion.
out * Extafy and Rapture; fince in the
common Subje@ts of Sciences, and the
liberal Arts, whatever is according to juft

* Infra, p. 394, 400, &c. And VOL. IIL p. 30, .
F 2 Harmony
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An INQUIRY.,

Harmony and Proportion, is fo tranf

W~~~ porting to thofe who have any Knowledg
- or Pradtice in the kind.

Conclufion.

Now if the Subje&® and Ground of
this Divine Paflion be not really juft or
adequate (the Hypothefis of Theifin being
fuppos'd falfe) the Paffion ftill in ic-felf
is fo far natural and good, as it proves an
Advantage to Virtue vind Goodnefs ; ac-:
cording to what has been above demon-
ftrated. But if, on the other fide, the
Subje of this Paffion be really adequate
and juft éthc Hypothefis of Tb);ifm being
real, and not imaginary) then is the
Paffion alfo juft, and becomes abfolutely
due and requifite in every rational Creature.

HENCE we may determine juftly
the Relation which VirTuE has to
PieTy; the firf/ being not compleat
but in the /atter : Since where the latter
is wanting, there can neither be the fame
Benignity, Firmnefs, or Conftancy ; the
fame good Compofure of the Affettions,
or Uniformity of Mind.

AND thus the PerfeGtion and Height

of VIRTUE muft be owing to tbe Belief
of a Gon. _

BOOK
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PART L
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E have confider'd wbhat
VIiRTUE 45, and to whom
the Chara@er belongs. It
remains to enquire, What

77

Part 1.

Obligation there is fo VIRTUE ; or what 25;'34&'0»

Reafon 1o embrace it.

WE have found, that to deferve the
name of Good or Virtuous, a Creature muft
have all his Inclinations and AffeGtions,
his Difpofitions of Mind and Temper,
futable, and agreeing with the Good of
his Kind, or of that Syffem in which he
is included, and of which he conftitutes
a ParT. To ftand thus well affected,
and to have one’s AffeGtions right and in-
tire, not only in refpe@ of one’s felf, but
of Society and the Publick : This is
Reétitude, Integrity, or VIRTUE. And to
be wanting in any of thefe, or to have their

' F 3 Contrarys,

IR

TUE,
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Book 2. Contrarys, is Depravity, Corruption, and
A~ Viek.

D{ﬁmlfy
flated.

IT has been altady thewn, thatin the
Paffions and Affe@ions of particular
Creatures, there is a conftant relation to
the Intereft of a Species, or common Nature.
This has been demeonftrated in the cafe of
natural Affection, parental Kindnefs, Zeal
for Pofterity, Concern for the Propagation
and Nurwre of the Young, Love of
Fellowfhip and Company, Compaffion,
mutual Succour, and the reft of this kind.
Nor will any-one deny that this Affection

~ of a Creature towards the Good of the

Species or common Nature, is as proper
and zatural to him, as it is to any Organ,
Part or Member of an Animal-Body, or
mere Vegetable, to work in its known
Courfe, and regular way of Growth. ’Tis
not more natural for the Stomach to digeft,
the Lungs to breathe, the Glands to
feparate Juices, or other Intrails to perform
their feveral Offices: however they may
by particular Impediments be fometimes
diforder’d or obftructed in their Operations.

Urimwith T HERE being allow’d therefore in a

a Kind or

Species.

Creature fuch Affections as thefe towards
the common Nature, or Syftem of the Kind,
together with thofe other which regard
the private Nature, or Self-Syfiem ; it will
appear that in following the fir/? of thefe

Affections,
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AffeCtions, the Creature muft on many Oc- Part 1°
cafions contradic and go againft zbe latter. N~
How elfe thou'd the Species be referv'd? § I
Or what wou'd fignify that impﬁmted na-

tural Affection, by which a Creature thro

fo many Difficultys and Hazards preferves

its Off-fpring, and fupports its Kind ?

It may therefore be imagin’d, perhaps, Opoftion

that there is a plain gnd abfolute Oppoﬁtionfg'frfj;?:
between thefe zwo Habits or Aftetions.
It may be prefum’d, that the purfuing the
common Intereft or publick Good thro
the Affections of ome kind, muft be a
hindrance to the Attainment of private
Good thro the Affe@ions of another. For
it being taken for granted, that Hazards
and Hardfhips, of whatever fort, are
naturally the J/ of the private State; and
it being certainly the Nature of thofe
publick Affeiions to lead often to the
greateft Hardfhips and Hazards of every
kind ; ’tis prefently infer’d, “ That ’tis the
“ Creature’s Intereft to be without any
¢ publick AffeGtion whatfoever.”

Tuis we know for certain; That all
focial Love, Friendfhip, Gratitude, or
whatever elfe is of this generous kind,
does by its nature take place of the felf-
interefting Paffions, draws us out of
ourfelves, and makes us difregardful of our
own Convenience and Safety. So that

F 4 according
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Book 2. according to a known * way of reafoning

A~ on Self-Interefl, that which is of a focial

%ﬁ'sﬁﬁf” kind in us, fhou’d of right be abolifh’d.

Iterep. 'Thus Kindnefs of* every fort, Indulgence,
Tendernefs, Compaflion, and in fhort, all
natural Affection fhou’d be induftrioufly
fupprefs'd, and, as mere Folly, and Weak-
nefs of Nature, be refifted and overcome ;
that, by this means, there might be no-
thing remaining in us, which was contrary
to a dire& Self-End ; nothing which
might ftand in oppofition to a fteddy and
deliberate Purfuit of the moft narrowly
confin’d Self-Intereft.

AccorpING to this extraordinary
Hypothefis, it muft be taken for granted,
“ Thatin the Syftem of a Kind or Species,
¢ the Intereft of the private Nature is
“ directly oppofite to that of the common
“ one; the Intereft of Particulars direitly
* oppofite to that of zhe Publick in general.”
A ftrange Conftitution! in which
it muft be confefs’d there is much Diforder
and Untowardnefs ; unlike to what we
obferve elfewhere in Nature. As if in any
vegetable or animal-Body, the Part or
Member cou’d be fuppos’d in a good and
profperous State as fo it-felf, when under
a congrary Difpofition, and in an unnatural
Growth or Habit as 70 i#s W HOL E.

*Seg YOL. L p. 90, &c. 116, 117, 118, 119, 220.
" Now
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A Part. 1.
Now that this is in reality quite other- v~
wife, we fhall endeavour to demonftrate; Y- 2,;
fo as to make appear, ® That what Men Reomée-
« reprefent as an ill Order and Conftitution
¢ in the Univerfe, by making moral
‘« Rectitude appear the Il], and Depravity
« the Good or Advantage of a Creature, is
“ in Nature juft the contrary. That to
“ be well affeted towards the Publick
« Intereft and ome’s own, is not only.con-
“ fiftent, but infeparable: and that moral
“ Retitude, or Virtue, muft accordingly
“ be the Advantage, and Pice the
“ Injury and Difadvantage of every Crea-
“ ture.” - ,

SECT. IL

HERE are few perhaps, who when Contradic,
they confider a Creature void of :?:LN"
natural AffeGtion, and wholly deftitute of
a communicative or focial Principle, will
fuppofe him, at the fame time, either
tolerably happy in himfelf, or as he ftands
abroad, with refpec to his Fellow-Creatures
or Kind. ’Tis generally thought, that
fuch a Creature as this, feels flender Joy
in Life, and finds little Satisfa@ion in the
mere fenfual Pleafures which remain with
him, after the Lofs of focial Enjoyment,
and whatever can be called Humanity or.
Good Nature. We know that to fuch a
Creature
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Book 2. Creature as this, ’tis not only incident, to
\~~ be morofe, rancorous,and malignant; but

Difolute

or immoral

State.

In wwhole.

In part.

that, of neceffity, a Mind or Temper thus
deftitute of Mildnefs and Benignity, muft
turn to that which is contrary, and be
wrought by Paffions of a different kind.
Such a Heart as this’muft be a' continual
Seat of perverfe Inclinations and bitter
Averfions, rais’d from a conftant ill Hu-
mour, Sournefs, and Difquiet. The Con-
fciougnefs of fuch a Nature, fo obnoxious
to Mankind, and to all Beings which
approach it, muft overcloud the Mind with
dark Sufpicion and Jealoufy, alarm it with
Fears and Horrour, and raife in it 2 con-
tinual Difturbance, even in the moft
feeming fair and fecure State of Fortune, and
in the higheft degree of outward Profperity.

Tuis, as to the compleatr immoral
State, is what, of their own accord, Men
readily remark. Where there is this
abfolute Degeneracy, this fofal Apoftacy
from all Candour, Equity, Truft, Sociable-
nefs, or Friendfthip; there are few who do
not fee and acknowledg the Mifery which
is confequent. Seldom. is the Cafe mif-
conftru’d, when af worf. The misfortune
is, we look not on this Depravity, nor
confider how it ftands, #n Jefs degrees. The
Calamity, we think, does not of neceffity
hold proportion with the Injuftice, or
Iniquity. As if to be abfolutely immoral and

inhuman,
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inhuman, were indeed the greateft misfor-Pare 1.
tune and mifery ; but that to be fo, in a_~~U
little degree, thou'd be no mifery nor harm § 2.
atall! Which to allow} is juft as reafon-

able as to own, that ’tis the greateft Ill of

a Body to be in the utmoft manner diftorted

and ‘maim’d ; but that to lofe the ufe only

of one Limb, or to be impair'd in fome

one fingle Organ or Member, is no Incon-
venience or 11l worthy the leaft notice.

THE Parts and Proportions of the Mind, Irward
their mutual Relation and Dependency, """
the Connexion and Frame of thofe Paffians
which conftitute the Soul or Temper, may
eafily be underftood by any-one who thinks
it worth his while to ftudy this inward
Anatomy. ’Tis certain that the Order or
Symmetry of this inward Part is, in
it-felf, no lefs real and exa&, than that of
the Body. However, ’tis apparent that few
of us endeavour to become Anatomifls of
this fort. Nor is any-one aftham’d of the
deepeft Ignorance in fuch a Subjet. For
tho the greateft Mifery and Ill is generally
own'd to be from Difpofition, and Temper ;
tho ’tis allow’d that Temper may often
change, and that it attually varys on many
occafions, much to our difadvantage; yert
how this matter is brought about, we
inquire not. We never trouble our-felves
to confider thorowly by what means or
methods qur inward Conflitution comes at

* any
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Book 2.any time to be impair'd or injurd. The

LA~ Solutio Gontinus, whigh bodily Surgeons

Continuity.ralk of, is never apply’d ingthis Cafe, by
Surgeons of another fort. 'The Notion of
a Whole and Parts is not apprehended in
this Science. We know_not what the effect
is, of ftraining any Rffe@ion, indulging
any wrong Paffion, or relaxing any proper
and natural Habit, or good Inclination.
Nor can we conceive how a particular
Actiog thow’d have fuch a fudden Influence
on the whole Mind, as to make the
Perfon an immediate Sufferer. We fup-
pofe rather that a Man may violate his.
Faith, commit any Wickednefs unfamiliar
to him before, engage in any Vice or
Villany, without the leaft prejudice to
himfelf, or any Mifery naturally following
from the ill Action. '

*T'1s thus we hear it often faid, « Such

« a Perfon has done ill indeed : But what
“ is he the worfe for it?” Yet fpeaking
of any Nature thorowly favage, curft, and
mnveterate, we fay truly, “ Such a one is
“ a plague and torment to himfelf:” And
we allow, ¢« That thro certain Humours,
“ or Paffions, and from Temper merely, a
“ Man may be compleatly miferable; let
“ his outward CGircumflances be ever fo
« fortunate.” Thefe different Judg-
ments {ufliciently demonftrate that we are
nct accuftom’d to think with much Co-
herency
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herency on thefe moral Subjets ; and thatPart 1,
our Notion®_in this efpe@, are nog a htthetg‘\f\J
confus'd, and cpntradx&ory

" Now if the Fabrxck of the Mind ormmf or
Temper appear'd fugh to us as it really is; ,i, Z}f{
if we faw it impoffible to remove hence tions.
any one good or orderly Affection, or
introduce any ill or diforderly one, without
drawing on, in fome degree, that diffolute
State, which at its'beight is confefs'dito be

fo miferable : ’twou’d then undoubtedly
be confefs’d, that fince no ill, immoral, or
unjuft A&icn cou’d be committed without
either a new inroad and breach on the
Temper and Paffions, or a farther ad-
vancing of that Execution already begun ;
whoever did ill, or acted in prejudice
of his Intcgnty, Good-Nature, or Worth,
wou’d of neceffity a with greater Cruclty
towards himfelf, than he who fcrupled
not to f{wallow what was poifonous,

or who with his own hands fhoud
voluntarily mangle or wound his out-
ward Form or Conftitution, natural Limbs

or Body.

¥ SECT.
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ok 3’,'53’ T has been, ® thewn before that no
explaired. B Animal ‘can, be faid properly to all,
otherwife than thro $ffetions or Paﬁ'lons,

fuch as are proper to an Animal. For in
convulfive Pg:s, where a Creawre ftrikes

elther himfelf or others, ’tis a fimple Me-
lyﬁn, an Engine, or Piece of Clock-

which adts, and not the Animal.

Springof WHATSOEVER therefore is done or

4%ims. aQed by any Animal as fuch, is done only
thro fome AffeCtion or Paffion, asof Fear,
Love, or Hatred moving him.

AND as it is impoffible that a weaker
Affe@tion fhou’d overcome a ftronger, fo
it is impoffible but that where the Af-
feQions or Paffions are ftrongeft in the
main, and form in general the moft con-
fiderable Party, either by their Force or
Number ; thither the Animal muft incline:
And according to this Ballance he muft be
govern’d, and led to Action.

4faim, T HE Affe@ions or Paffions which muft
treckisds.influence and govern the Animal, are
either,

1. TuE natural Affections, which lead
ta the Good of Tue PuBLicCKk.
\ 2, Or
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2 QR the, Self- Afedions, which lead
only t(?the (ﬂ)’odo#f.'Tnx'Pnlv‘A‘?n.

°
3. OR fuch a5 %ire, ncither Of thefe ; nor
tending either to gxy Good of THE
PusrLickorPr 1 WaATE; butcontrary-
wife: and which may therefore be juftly
ftil'd unnatural Affections.

So that according as thefe Affe@fpns
ftand, a Creature muft be virtuous or
vitious, good or ill.

T HE latter fore of thefe AffeGtions, tis
evident, are wholly vitious. The rwo

‘ 8,

Pare 1.
LAYNY,
§ 3

former may be vitious or virtuous, according -

to their degree.

" IT may feem ftrange, perhaps, to fpeak

of natural Aﬁ'e&ionsgas };:o ﬁgong, olx)-e of
Sclf-Affections as o0 weak. But to clear
this Difficulty, we muft call to mind what
has been already explain’d, ¢ That natural
 Affection may, in particular Cafes, be
¢ exceflive, and in an unnatural degree:”
As when Pity is fo overcoming as to
deftroy its own End, and prevent the
Succour and Relief requir’d ; or as when
Love to the Off-fpring proves fuch a
Fondnefs as deftroys the Parent, and con-
fequently the Off-fpring it-felf. And
notwithftanding it may feem harth to tiﬁl

‘ that

Degrees of
Affeéiion.
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Book %. that unmatural and vitious, which is only

Degrees of

Afagion,

an Exweme of ofdhhe gnagural ang kind
Affection; yet 'tis mofkcegrafh, that where-
ever any fingle good Cion of this fort
is over-great, itemuft be injurious to the
reft, and detra€® in fome meafure from
their Force and na:hal Operation. For a
geaturc poflefs’d with fuch an immoderate

egree of Paffion, muft of neceffity allow
too much to that oze, and too little to
oth@g of the fame Character, and equally
natural and ufeful as to their End. And
this muft neceflarily be the occafion of
Partiality and Injuftice, whilft only one

Duty or natural Part is earneftly follow’d,

and other Parts or Dutys negleGted, which
fhouw’d accompany it, and perhaps take
place and be prefer’d. |

Tu s may well be allow'd true in all
other refpe@s; fince even RELIGION
it-felf, confiderd as @ Paffion, not of the
Jefifb but nobler kind, may in fome Cha-
raters be ftrain’d beyond its natural
Proportion, and be faid alfo to be iz 200 bigh
a degree.  For as the End of Religion is to
render us more perfe&t, and accomplifh’d
in all moral Dutys and Performances; if
by the height of devout Extafy and Con-
templation we are rather difabled in this
refpe@, and render’d more unapt to the
real Dutys and Offices of civil Life, it may
be faid that REL1G 10N indeed is then o0

2 Sirong




concerning VIR T UE. 89

- firong in us. For how, poffibly, can weePart 1.
call this Surkrs@rz1oN, whilt the V™
Obje&t of tk‘dBe{otion i ackowlelig’d juft, . § 3¢
and the Faith"orthodog? ’Ti$ only the «
Excefs of Zeal,.w})ich,.in this Cafe, is fo
tranfporting, as to render the devout
Perfon more remifWin fecular Affairs, and

lefs concern’d for the inferiour and temparal
Interefts of Mankind.

- Now as in particular Cafes, lick
Affection, on the one hand, may Be #00
bigh; fo private Affection may, on the
other hand, be 00 weak. For if a Creature
be felf-neglectful, and infenfible of Danger;
or if he want fuch a degree of Paffion in
any kind, as is ufeful to preferve, fuftain,
-or defend himfelf; this muft certainly be
efteem’d vitious, in regard of the Defign
and End of Nature. She her-felfdifcovers
this in her known Method and ftated Rule
of Operation. ’'Tis certain, that her
-provifionary Care and Concern for the
‘whole Animal, muft at leaft be equal to
her Concern for a fingle Part or Member.
Now to the feveral Parts fhe has given,
~ we fee, proper Affe&ions, futable to their

Intereft and Security ; fo that even without
our Confcioufnefs, they a& in their own
‘Defence, and for their own Benefit and
Prefervagion. Thus a7 Eye, in its natural
-State, fails not to .fhut together, of its
.own - accord, -unknowingly to us, by 2

Vol. 2, G peculiar
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(¥ oV
Degrees of

Affection,

L A
it wangl, hoyever ®vegmight integd the
Prcfervggqn of our Eye, ?vg fhou’d not
in effe(t be,able to prgferve it, by any
Obfervation or Morecgft of our own. To
be wanting thefeforg in thofe principal
Affe@ions, which refffe&t the Good of the
wole Conftitution, muft be a Vice and
Imperfe@ion, as great furely in the prin-
cipal part (the Soul or Temper) as it is in
any 4 thofe inferiour and fubordinate parts

to want the felf-preferving Affections which .

are proper to them.

AN D thus the Affe@ions towards private
Good become neceflary and eflential to
Goodnefs. For tho no Creature can be
calld good, or virtuous, merely for
poflefling thefe AffeGtions; yet fince it is
impofiible that the publick Good, or Good

. of the Syftem, can be preferv’d without

them; it follows that a Creature really

- wanting in them, is in reality wanting

in fome degree to Goodnefs and natural
Rettitude ; and may thus be efteem’d
vitious and defetive. '

"T'1s thus we fay of a Creature, in a

kind way of Reproof, that he is fo good 5

when his Affeion towards others is fo
warm and zealous, as to carry him even
beyond his Part; or when he really ats
beyond it, "not thro too warm a Paﬂior;

o
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of that fort, bit thro an over;gol one of Part i«
another, or thr® wage gf fome Sqlf-Paflion ‘A~
to reftrain hfh \"thin ue Bounds: §- 3

4 s

- It may bé®o 'e&c.d Here, “that the.
having the natural® Affegtions too ftrong,
(where the Self-AfkCions are overmuch
fo) or the having the Self-Affe@igns
defeétive or weak (where the natutal
Affecions are alfo weak) may prove upon
occafion :the only Caufe of a Creggre’s
acting honeftly and in moral propdftion.
- For, thus, one who is to a fault regardlefs
of his Life, may with the {malleft degree
of natural AffeGtion do all whieh can be
expeted from the higheft Pitch of focial
Love, or zealous Friendfhip. And thus,
on the other hand, a Creature exceflively
timorous may, by as exceeding a degree
of nawral Affe@tion, perform whatever
the perfe@eft Courage is able to in-
{pire. :

T o this it is anfwer'd; That wheneveér
we arraign any Paffion as o0 firong, or
complain of any as fo0 weak; we muft
fpeak with refpeé to a eertain Contftitution
or Oeconomy of a particular Creature, or
Species. For if a Paffion; leading to any
right end, be only fo much the mors
ferviceable and effeCtual, for being ftrong;
if we may be affur’d that the ftrength
of it will not be the occafion of any

G 2 difturbance
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Book 2. Enemy appro#ches, to deferg their Off-fpring,
e~ and fly for Safety.. But §or Creatures who
Oconomy  are able tp make Refiange, and are by

of the
Paffions,

Meafare,

Tone.

Nature. arm’d offenfively4 be they of the
pooreft Infe&-kind, fugh as Bees or Wafps;
’tis natural to ‘et to be rouz’d with Fury,
and at the hazard of their Lives, oppofe any
Epemy or Invader of their Species. For
by this known Paffien in the Creature, the
Species it-felf is fecur’d ; when by Experience
*tis fgund that the Creature, tho unable to
repel the Injury, yet voluntarily expofes his
Life for the Punithment of the Invader;
and fuffers not his kind to be injur'd with
Impunity. And of all other Creatures, Man
is in this Senfe the moft formidable: fince
if he thinks it juft and exemplary, he may
poffibly in his own, or in his Country’s
Caufe, revenge an Injury en any-one living ;
and by throwing away his own Life (if he
be refolute to that degree) is almoft certain
Mafter of another’s, "~ however ftrongly
guarded.- Examples of this nature have
often ferv’d to ‘reftrain thofe in Power,
from-ufing it to the utmoft Extent, and
urging their Inferiours to Extremity.

Uron the whole: It may be faid
properly to be the fame with the AffeGions
or Paflions in an Animal-Conftitution, as
with the Cords or Strings of a Mufical
Infirument.  If thefe, tho in ever fo juft
proportion ane to another, are frain'd
L » " beyond

»
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beyond a certain degree, ’tis more than the Pare 1.
Inftrument will bear: Thé Lute or Lyre \ v~
is abus’d, and itseEffe& loft. On the other § 3
hand, if while fome of the Sirings are

duly ftrain’d, oskers are not wound up to

their due proportion; thén is the Inftrument

ftill in diforder, and its Part ill perform’d.

The feveral Species of Creatures are like
different forts of Inftruments: And even

in the fame Species of Creatures (as in

the fame fort of Inftrument) one is not
intirely like the otber, nor will the fame
Strings fic each. The fame degree of
Strength which winds up ome, and fits

the feveral Strings to a juft Harmony and
Confort, may in another burft both the
Strings and Inftrument it-felf. Thus Men

who have the livelieft Senfe, and are the
eafieft affe@ed with Pain or Pleafure, have

need of the ftrongeft Influence or Force

of other AffeGions, fuch as Tendernefs,
Love, Sociablenefs, Compaflfion, in order

to preferve @ right BALLACNE within, Ballance.
and to maintain' them in their Duty, and

in the juft pérformance of their Part: whilft
others, who are of a cooler Blood, or lower

Key, need not the fame Allay or Counter- -
part ; nor are made by Nature to feel thofe
tender and indearing AffeCtions in fo
exquifite a degree. '

I'T might be agreeable, onewou'd think,
%0 enquire thus 1nto the different Tunings
S - G4 of
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of the Paffions, the various Mixtureés and
Allays by which Mén become fo different
from one another. For as the higheft
Improvements of Temper wre made in
Human Kind; fq the gredteft Corruptions
and Degeneracys are difcoverable in this
Race. In the other Species of Creatures
around us, there is found generally an
exa® Proportionablenefs, Conftancy and
Regularity in all their Paffions and
Affe@ions; no failure in the kare of the
Off-{pring, or of the Society, to which they
are united ; no Proftitution of themifelves ;
no Intemperance, or Excefs, in any kind.
The fmaller Creatures, who live as it were
in Citys (as Bees and Ants) continte the
fame Train and Harmony of Life: Not
are they ever falfe to thofe Affe&tions,
which move them to opetate towards theit
Publick Gaod. Even thofe Creaturés of
Prcy, who live the fartheft out of Society,
maintain, we fee, fuch a Condu& towards
one another, as is éxactly futable to thé
Good of their own Species. Whilft Man,
notwithftanding the Afliftance of Religion,
and the Diretion of Laws, is often
found o live in lefs conformity with
Nature; and by means of Religion it-
felf, is often render’d the more barbarous
and inhuman. Marks are f&t oh Men :
Diftinctions form’d : Opinions decreed,
under the fevereft Penaltys: Aitipathys
inftilld, and Averfions rai’d in Men

againft
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againft the generality of their own Species. Pare 1.
So that ’tis hard to find in any Region a ‘s~
human Soclety which hag buman Laws. § 3-
No wonder if #n fuch Societys ’tis"fo hard
to find 2 Man who lives NATURALLY,
and 4s 4 Mawn, <

~

BU'T having fliewn what is meant by Sra of t5e
a Paffion’s being 7 too bigh, or in too low 48
4 degree 5 and that; “ To have any natutal
« Affection tao high, or any Self-Affeition
“ too low,” tho it be often approv'd as
Virtae; is yet, fri@ly fpeaking, a Vice
and Imperfeftion : we come now to the
plainer and more eflential part of Vi1 ce,
and which alone deferves to be confider’d
@s fuch: tha is to fay,

1. ¢ Wﬁ EN either the publick Af-
fe&tions are weak or deficient :”

"2, ® OR the private and Self-Affe@ions
 too ftrong.”

. “ OR that fuch Affeions arife as
« are neither of thefe, nor in anhy degree
“ tending to;ithe Support either of the
¢ publick or private Syftem,”

Oriesrwise than #hws, it is im-
poffible any Credtuté can be fuch ds we
sall JLL or ViTious, So that if once

, . we
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we prove that it issreally not the Creature’s
Intereft to be thus witioufly affe@ed, but
contrariwife; we fhall then have prov'd,
« That «it is his Intereft go be wholly
“ Goop and VrrTUOUS:” Since in a
wholefom and found State of his. AffeGions,
fuch as we have defcsib’d, bhe cannot
poffibly be other than found, good and
virtuous, in his AGion and Behaviour.

OuRr Bufinefs, therefore, will be, to
prove ; :

I “THAT to bave t'be‘NATiJ-RAL.‘
“ KiINpLY, or GENEROU'S AF‘;‘EE—‘.
“ troNs flrong and powerful towards the
 Good of the Publick, is to.bave the chicf
“ Means and Power of Self-Enjoyment,’
And, * That to want them, is certain
« Mifery and IIl.”

IL “ THAT fobave THE PRIVATE

“ or SELF-AFFECTIONS fo0 firong, or

« beyond their degree of Subordinacy to the
« kindly and natural, is alfo miferable.”

CIIL. Axp, « That to have Tue UN-
“ NATURAL AFFECTIONS (viz. fuch
“ as are neither founded on,the Intereft of
* the Kind, or Publick ; nor of the Private
“ Perfon, or Creature himfelf) is fo be
¢ miferable in the bighef} degree.”

PART

-
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SECT. L

“ THAT TO HAVE THE N a-Proffrom
« ) the natural
TURAL AFFECTIONS (fuch ygzim,.
« as are founded in Love, Complacency,
“ Good-will, and in a Sympathy with the
¢ Kind -or Species) 1s TO HAVE THE
“cHIEF MEANs AND PowER OF
“SeELr-ENjJoyMENT: And THAT
“TO WANT THEM ]S CERTAIN
“ Mi1sgry aND ILL,” '

TO ‘begin therefore with this Proof, rrr ST

‘W E may inquire, firft, what thofe are,
which we gall Pleafures or . Satisfaltions ; Pleafures
from whence Happinefs is generally 4% 2>
computed. They are (according to the msnD.
common diftin¢tion) either Sacisfactions and

Pleafures gf the Bady, or of the Mind.

THAT the latter of thefe Satisfattions The latter
are the greateft, is allow’d by moft People, 7%=
and inay be pravid by this.: " That when-
ever the Mind, having congeivd a high

- Opinion

e .
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Book 2:Opinion of the Whrth of any Aétion or
A~ Behaviour, has receiv’d the firongeft

Impreflion of this forc, and is wrought up
to the higheft pitch or dedkee of Paffion
towards the Subfect; at fuch tfme it fets
it-felf above all bodily Pain as well as
Pleafure, and can be no-way diverted from
its purpofe by Flattery or Terrour of any
kind. Thus we fee Fndians, Barbarians,
Malefators, ‘and even the moft execrable
Villains, for the fake of a particular Gang
or Society, or thro fome cherifh’d Notiofy
or Principle of Honour or Gallanary,
Revenge, ot Gratitude, embrace any mian-
ner of Hardthip, and defy Torments and
Death. Whereas, on the other hand, 2
Perfon being plac’d in all the happy
Circumftances of outward Enjoyment,
furrounded with every thing which can
allure or charm the Senfe, and being thei
a&ually in the very moment of fuch a
pleafing Indulgence; yet no fooner is there
ahy thing amifs wizhin, no fooner has he

- gonceiv'd any internal Ail or Diforder, any

Inference.

thing snwardly vexatious or diftemper’d,
than inftantly his Enjoyment ceafes, the
pleafure of Senfe is at an'end; and every
means of that fort becomes ineffeual,
and is rejeCted as uneafy, and fubje& o
give Diftafte. o "

Tue Pleafures of the Mind bcing

allow’d, therefore, fuperiour to thofe ;f
: the.
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the Body ; it follows, ‘“‘#hat whatever can Part 2.
« create in any intelligent Being a conftant \ v~/
% flowing Series or Train of mental § I

« Enjoymenul§ or Pleafures of the Mind,

¢ i3 mor® confiderable tq his Happinefs,

« than that which can create to him a like

¢ conftant Cdurée or Train of fenfual

« Enjoyments, or Pleafures of the Body.”

Now the mental Enjoyments are eicher Menta?
adually the wery natural Affections them- E9o-
g . . . . ments,
Jekves in their immediate Operatson : Or they qupence.
wholly in a manner proceed from them,
and are no other than tbeir Effects.

Ir fo; ic follows, that the natural
Affe®ions duly eftablifh’d in a ratiopal
Creature, being the only means which can
‘procure him a conftant Series or Succeffion
of the mental Enjoyments, they are the
only means which can procure him a
certain and folid Happinefs,

- NOW, in the firft place, to explain, Exrgy of
« How much tbe natural Affeitions are in %jﬂ .
¢ themfelues. the bighefp Pleafures and
“ Enjoyments:” There fhouw’d methinks be
little need of proving this to any-one of
Human Kind, who has ever known the
Condition of the Mind under a lively
AffeGion of Love, Gratitude, Bounty,
Gendrofity, Pity, . Succour, or whatcvi:{
, elfe
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Book 2. elfe is of a focial & friendly fort. He who

\~~ has ever fo little Knowled% of human

Enrer Nature, is fenfible what pleafure the Mind

Afegions. perceives when it is touch’d 8 this generous
way. The dfference we fill between
Solitude and Company; between a common
Company and that of Friends s the reference
of almoft all our Pleafures to mutual
Converfe, and the dependence they have on
Society either prefent or imagin’d ; all
thefe are fufficient Proofs in our behalf:

How much the focial Pleafures are
fuperiour to any other, may be known
by vifible Tokens and Effe®?s. The
‘very outward Features, the Marks and
8igns which attend this fort of Joy, ate
expreflive of a more intenfe; clear, and
undifturb’d Pleafure, than thofe which
attend the Satisfaction of Thirft, Hunger,
and other ardent Appetites. But more
particularly ftill may this Superiority be
known, from the actual Prevalence and
Afcendency of this fort of Affetion over
all befides. Wherever it prefents. it-felf
with any advantage, it filences and appeafes
every other Motion of Pleafure. No Joy,
merely of Senfe, can be a Match for .
Whoever is Judg of doth the Pleafures; will
ever give the preference to tbe former. But to
“beable to judg of both, ’tis neceflary to have
a Senfe oé ‘each. The honeft Man indeed
can judg of fenfual Pleafure, and knows its

. ' utmoft
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utmoft Force. For neither is his Tafte, or Part 2.
Senfe, the duller; but, on the contrary, the _A~U
more intenfe and clear, on the account of § I.
his Tcmg:ra&e, and a moderate Ufe of -
Appetite. * But the immofl and profligate
Man can by np' means be allow'd a good

Judg of focial PRafure, to which he is fo
mere a Stranger by his Nature,

Nor is it any Objection here ; that in
many Natures the good Affection, tho really
prefent, is found to be of infufficient force.
For where it is not iz its natural degree, tis
the fame indeed as if it were not, or had
never been. The lefs there is of this good
AffeGion in any untoward Creature, the
greater the wonder is, that it thou'd at any
time prevail ; as in the very worft of Crea-
tures it fometimes will. = And if it prevails
but for once, in any fingle Inftance ; it thews .
evidently, that if the Affe®ion were tho-
rowly experienc’d or known, it wou’d pre-
vail n all.

Tuus the CuarMm of kind AffeCtion
is fuperiour to all other Pleafure: fince it
has the power of drawing from every other
Appetite or Inclination. And thus in
the Cafe of Love to the Off-fpring, and
‘a thoufand other Inftances, the Charm is
found to operate fo ftrongly on the
Temper, as, in the midft of other Temp-

- tations, to render it fufceptible of this
* Paffion
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Paffion alone; which remains .as the

V\NMajler-Plc_’aﬁxre and Congqueror of the reft.

Energy of

natural
Affeetion.

THERE. is no-one whoy by the leaft
progrefs in ScieRce or Learning, has come
to know barely the Principles of Ma-
thematicks, buc has fodnd, that in the
exercife of his Mind on the Difcoverys he
there makes, tho merely of {peculative
Truths, he receives a Pleafure and Delight
fuperiour to that of Senfe. When we have
thorowly fearch’d into the nature of this
contemplative Delight, we fhall find it of a
kind which relates not in the leaft to any
private Intereft of the Creature, nor has
for its Objeét any Self-Good or Advantage
of the private Syftem. The Admiration,
Joy, or Love, turns wholly upon what is
exteriour and foreign to our-felves. And
tho the refleted Joy or Pleafure, which
arifes from the notice of this Pleafure
once perceiv’d, may be interpreted a Self-
Paffion, or interefled Regard : yet the .
original SatisfaGion can be no other than
what refults from the Love of Truth,
Proportion, Order, and Symmetry, in the
Things without. If this be the Cafe, the
Paffion ought in reality to be rank'd with
natural Affettion. For having no Object
within the compafs of the private
Syftem; it muft eicher be efteem’d fuper-
fluous and wnnatural (as having no Ten-

dency towards the Advantage or Good of
' any
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any thing In Nature) or it muft be judg’d Pare 2.
to be, what it truly is, * « A natural Joy LA~
« in the Congemplation of thofe Numbers, §r
« that Hgrmony, Proportiop, and Concord,

-« which fupports the u iverfal Nature,

« and is eflential in the Conftitution and

« Form of evely particular Spccnes, or

« Order of Beings.”

Burt this fpeculative Pleafure, however
confiderable or valuable it may be, or
however fuperior to any Motion of mere
Senfe; muft yet be far furpafs’d by wvir-
tuous Motion, and the Exercife of Benignity
and Goodnefs ; where, together with the
-moft delightful AffeCtion of the Soul, there
is join'd a pleafing Affent and Approba-
tion of the Mind to what is acted in this
good Difpofition and honeft Bent. For
where is there on Earth a fairer Matter of
Speculation, a goodlier View or Contem-
plation, than that of a beautiful, propor-
tion'd and becoming A&ion? Or what is
-there relating to us, of which the Con-
fcioufnefs and Memory is more folidly and
laftingly entertaining ?

WE may obferve that in the Paflion of
Love between the Sexes, where, toge-
ther with the Affection of a wulgar fort,
there is a mixture of the 4ind and frzendl),
the Senfe or Feeling of this latter is

* See VOL. III. p. 30- )
Vol. 2. *H in
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Book 2.in reality fuperiour to the former ; fince
'{V\} often thro this Affe@ion, and for the fake
mergy ¢

natural

of the Perfon belov'd, the greateft Hard-

Afesion. thips ‘in the World have been fubmitted

to, and even Death it-felf “'voluntarily
imbrac’d, without any expeGted Compenfa-
tion. For where fhou’d the Ground of
fuch an ExpeQation lie ? Not bere, in this
World {urely ; for Death puts an end to all.
Nor yet bereafter, in any other. For who
has ever thought of providing a Heaven
or future Recompence for the fuffering
Virtue of Lovers ?

WE may obferve, withal, in favour of
the natural AffeCtions, that it is not only
when Joy and Sprightlinefs are mix’'d with
them, that they carry a real Enjoyment
above that of the fenfual kind. The very
Difturbances’ which belong to natural
AffeGtion, tho they may be thought wholly:
contrary to Pleafure, yield ftill a Content-
ment and Satisfation greater than -the
Pleafures of indulg’d Senfe. And where -
a Series or continu’d Succeflion of the
tender and kind AffeGtions can be carry’d
on, even thro Fears, Horrours, Sorrows,
Griefs ; the Emotion of the Soul is ftill
agreeable. We continue pleas’d even with
this melancholy Afpect or Senfe of Vir-
tue. Her Beauty fupports it-felf under
a Cloud, and in the midft of furrounding
Calamitys. JFor thus, when by mere Illu-

fion,
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fion, as in & Tragedy, the Paffions of this Part 2.
kind are skilfully excited in us; we prefer . AV~
the Entertainment to any other of equal § I.
duration. We find by our-felves, that the.
moving our Paffions in thie mournful way,
the engaging them in behalf of Merit
and Worth, and -the exerting whatever
we have of focial Affetion, and human
Sympathy, is of the higheft Delighe,
and affords a greater Enjoyment in the
way of Thought and Sentiment, than any
thing befides can do in a way of Senfé and
common Appetite. And after this manner
it appears, “ How much the mental
“ Enjoyments are aélually the very natural

« Affections themfelves.”

-NOW, in the next place, to explain, Eﬁﬂzlff

“ How they proceed from them, as their’yiie,
* matural  Effecls:” we may confider firft,.
That the ErrecTs of Love or kind
Affe@tion, in a way of mental Pleafure, are,
 An Enjoyment of Good by Communication.
A recetving it, asit were, by Refletion, or
““ by way of Participation in the Good of
« others” And “ A pleafing Confioufnefs
“ of the aftual Love, merited Efteem or.
« Approbation of others.” A

- How confiderable a part of H;})pinefs
arifes from the former of thefe Effets, will
be eafily apprehended by one who is not
o H2 .exceedingly




108 An INQUIRY

Book 2. exceedingly ill-natur'd. It will be confi-
‘v~ der'd how many the Pleafures are, of
fﬁlef Jbaring Contentment and Delight with otbers;
Afeaion. of receiving itin Fellowfhip and Company ;
and gathering - it, in a manner, from
the pleas’d and happy States of thofe
around us, from accounts and relations of
fuch Happinefles, from the very Counte-
nances, Geftures, Voices and Sounds, even
of Creatures foreign to our Kind, whofe
Signs of Joy and Contentment we can
any-way difcern. So infinuating are thefe
Pleafures of Sympathy, and fo widely dif-
fus’d thro our whole Lives, that there is
bardly fuch a thing asSatisfaction or Con-

tentment, of which they make not an
eflential part.

- A's for that other Effect of focial Love,
viz. the Confeioufnefs of merited Kindnef3 or
Effeem; tis not difficult to perceive how
much this avails in mental Pleafure, and
conftitutes the chief Enjoyment and Hap-
pinefs of thofe who are, in the narroweft
fenfe, woluptuous. How natural is it for
the moft felfilh among us, to be conti-
nually drawing fome fort of fatisfaction
from a Charaler, and pleafing our-felves
in the Fancy of deferv’d Admiration and
Efteem? For tho it be mere Fancy, we
endeavour ftill to believe it Truth, and flat-
ter our-felves, all wecan, with the Thought
of Merit of fome kind, and the Perfuaﬁor}
: ‘ : - 0.




concerning V1R T U E. 109
~ *
of our deferving well from fome few atPart 2.

leaft, with whom we happen to have a LY\
more intimate and familiar Commerce. § .

Wuart Tyrant is therg, what Robber,
or open Violator of the Laws of Society,
who has not a Companion, or fome
particular Set, either of his own Kindred, or
fuch as he calls Friends; with whom he
gladly fhares his Good ; in whofe Welfare
he delights; and whofe Joy and Satisfac-
tion he makes bis own? ‘What Perfon in
the world is there, who receives not fome
Impreffions from the Flattery or Kindnefs
of fuch as are familiar with him? ’Tis to
this foothing Hope and Expectation of
Friendfhip, that almoft all our Actions have
fome reference. ’Tis this which goes thro
our whole Lives, and mixes it-felf even
with moft of our Vices. Of this, Panity,
Ambition, and Luxury, have a fhare; and
many other Diforders of our Life partake.
Even the unchafteft Love borrows largely
from this Source. So that were Pleafure
to be computed in the fame way as other
things commonly are; it might propetly
be faid, that out of thefe two Branches
(viz. Community or Participation in the Plea-
Jures of others, and Beliej'f of meriting well
from others) wou'd arife more than nine
Tenths of whatever is enjoy’d in Life.
And thus in the main Sum of Happinefs,

there is fcarce a fingle Article, but what
‘ H 3 derives
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Book 2.derives ‘it-felf from focial - Love, and
AV~ depends immediately on the natural and kind

Partial
Affection

examin'd,

Affe&ions.

- Now fuch as CAusEs are, fuch muft
be their EFrFecTs. And therefore as
natural Affelion or ficial Love is perfe&t, or
imperfet; fo muft be zbe Content and
Happinefs depending on it.

BUT left any fhou’d imagine with
themfelves that an snferiour Degree of
natural Affection, or an imperfect partial
Regard of this fort, can fupply the place of
an ntire, fincere, and truly moral one; left
a fmall T'incture of focial Inclination fhou’d
be thought fufficient to anfwer the End of
Pleafure in Society, and give us that
Enjoyment of Participation and Community
which is fo eflential to our Happinefs; we
may confider firft, That ParTiaL
AFFECTION, or focial Love in part, with-
out regard to a compleat Society or W hole,
is in it-felf an Inconfiftency, and implies
an abfolute Contradiction. Whatever Af-
feGtion we have towards any thing befides
our-felves; if it be not of the matural fort
‘towards the Syftem, or Kind ; it muft be,
-of all other Affections, the mott diffociable,
and deftrutive of the Enjoyments of
Society: If it be really of the natural forr,

and apply’d only to fome oze Part of

Society,
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Society, or of a Species, but not to the Spe- Part 2.
cies. or Society #-f¢/f5 there can be no WV
more account given of it, than of the moft § L
odd, capricious, or humourfom Paffion,
which may arife. 'The Perfon,  therefore,”
who is confcious of this Affection, can be
confcious of no Merit or. Worth on the
account of it. Norcan the Perfonson whom '
this capricious Affection has chanc’d to fall,
be in any manner fecure of its Continuance
or Force. As it has no Foundation or
Eftablithment sz Reafon; fo it muft be
eafily removable, and fubje& to alteration,
without Reafon. Now the Variablenefs of
fuch fort of Paflion, which depends folely
on Capricioufnefs and Humour, and under-
goes the frequent Succeflions of alternate
Hatred and Love, Averfion and Inclina-
tion muft of neceflity create continual
Difturbance and Difguft, give an allay wo
what is immediately enjoy’d in the way of
Friendfhip and Society, and in the end
extinguifh, ina manner, the very Inclination
towards Friendfhip and human Commerce..
Whereas, on the other hand, INTIRE
AFFEcT 10N (from whence Integrity has
its name) as it is anfwerable to it-felf,
proportionable, ‘and rational; fo it is
irrefragable, folid, and durable. Andas in
the cafe of Partiality, or vitious Friendthip,
which has no rule or order, every Reflec-
tion of the Mind neceffarily makes to its
difadvantage, and lefleng the Epjoyment;
L H 4 fo
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Book2.fo in the cafe of Integrity, the Confciouf-

“~ nefs of {uﬁ Behaviour towards Mankind

Partial
Affeéiion.

in general, cafts a good refleGtion on each
friendly Affection in particular, and raifes
the Enjoyment of Friendfhip ftill the higher,
in the way of Community or Participation
above-mention’d.

AND in the next place, as PArTIAL
AFFecTION is fitted only to a fhort
and flender Enjoyment of thofe Pleafures
of Sympathy or Participation with others ;
fo neither js itable to derive any confiderable
Enjoyment from that other principal Branch
of human Happinefs, viz. Confioufnefs
of the atual or merited Efieem of others.
For whence fhou'd this” Effeem arife?
The Meriz, furely, muft in ic-felf be
mezan, whilft the Affection is fo preca-
rious and wuncertain. What Truft can
there be to a mere cafual Inclinatin or
¢apricious Liking? Who can depend on fuch
a Friendthip as is founded on no moral
Rule, but fantaftically affign’d to fome
fingle Perfon, or fmall Par¢ of Mankind
exclufive of Society, and tbe #hole 2

It may be confiderd, withal, as a
thing impoffible ; That they who efteem
or love by any other Rule than thatof
Virtue, (hou'd place their Affection on fuch
Subjects as they can long efteem or love.
"Twill be hard for them, in the num,bc;_

)
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of their fo belov’d Friends, to find any, in Part. 2.
whom they can heartily rejoice; or whofe « v~
reciprocal Love ot Efteem they can § 1.
fincerely prize, and enjoy. Nor can thofe
Pleafures be found or lafting, which are
gather'd from a Self-Flattery, and falfe
Perfuafion of the Efteem and Love of others,

who are intcapable of any#found Efteem or

Love. It appears therefore how much the

Men of parrow or partial AffeCtion muit

be Lofers in this fenfe, and of neceffity fall

fhort in this fecond principal Part of
mental Enjoyment. ’

Mz a N while intire Affection has all the Liire 40
oppofite advantages. It 13 equal, conftant,/#r.
accountable to it-felf, ever fatisfactory, and
pleafing. It gains Applaufe and Love from
the Jeff; and in alY difinterefted cafes,
from the very worft of Men. We may fay
of it, with Juftice, that it carrys with ita
Confcioufnefs of merited Love and Ap}aroba-
tion from all Society, from all intelligent
Creatures, and from whatever is Original to
all other Intelligence. And if there be in
Nature any fuch Originaly we may add,
that the Satisfaction which attends Intsre
Affection, is full, and noble, in proportion to
its final Obje?, which contains all Perfe&tion ;
according to the Senfe of Tbesfm above-
noted. For this, as has been thewn, is the
refult of Virtue. And to have this In-
TIRE AFFECTIQN or INTBGRIT!;

o d
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Book 2. of Mind, is to/ive according to Nature, and
\~~ the DiQates and Rules of fupreme Wifdom.

e 4 This is Morality, Juftice, Piety, and

Arn INQUIRY

natural Religion.

BUT left this Argument thou’d appear
perhaps too fcMaflically ftated, and in
Terms and Phrafes, which are not of
familiar ufe ; we may try whether poflibly
we can fet it yet in a plainer light.

LeT any-one, then, confider well thofe
Pleafures which he receives either in pri-
vate Retirement, Contemplation, Study,
and Converfe with bimfelf; or in Mirth,
Jollity, and Entertainment, with others;
and he will find, That they are wholly

gl:: and founded in An eafy Temper, free of Harfb-
emper.

. %N

by by

PR

nefs, Bitternefs, or Diflafie; and in 4 Mind
or Reafon well compos’d, quiet, eafy within it-
Jelfy and fuch as can freely bear its own
Infpectionand Review. Now fucha M1nD,
and fuch A TemMPER, which fit and
qualify for the Enjoyment of the Pleafures
mention’d, muft of neceflity be owing to
the natural and good Affections.

- As to what relates to TEMPER, it
may be confider’d thus. There is no State
of outward Profperity, or flowing For-
tune, where Inclination and Depre are
always fatisfy’d, Fancy and Humour pleas'd.

There




concering VIR T U E, 11§

"There are almoftjhourly fome Impediments' Part 2.
or Croffes to the Appetite; fome Accidents v VN
or other from without; or fomething from §-1-
within, tocheck the licentious Courfe of the',
indulg’'d Affections. They are not always',:
to be fatisfy’'d by mere Indulgence. And-.
whena Life is guided by Fancy only, there *
is fufficient Ground of gContrariety and'"
Difturbance. The very ordinary Laflitudes, !
Uneafinefles, and Defe@s of Difpofition in .
the foundeft Body; the interrupted Courfe--
of the Humours, or Spirits in the healthieft-
People; and the accidental Diforders
“common to every Conftitution, are fufficient,
we know, on many occafions, to breed
Uneafinefs and Diftafte. And this, in time,
‘muft grow into a Habit; where there is.-
nothing to oppofe its progrefs, and hinder
- its prevailing on the Temper. Now the’
only found Oppofite to ILL HuMouR, is, ",
natural and kind Affeition. For we may
‘obferve, that when the Mind, upon reflec-"
tion, refolves at any time to fupprefs this
Difturbance already rifen in the Temper,
‘and fets about this reforming Work with
heartinefs, and in good earneft ; it can no
‘otherwife accomplith the Undertaking,
than by introducing into the affeCtionate
Part fome gentle Feeling of the focial and
friendly kind; fome enlivening Motion of
Kindnefs, Fellowthip, Complacency or
Love, to allay and convert that contrary
-Motion of Impatience and Difcontent. I

F
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Irit be faid perhaps, that in the cafe
before us, Religious Affection or Devotionisa
fufficient and" proper Remedy ; we anf{wer,
That ’tis according as the Kind may
happily prove. For if it be of the pleafant
and chearful fort, ’tis of the very kind of
natural Affecliogy it-felf; if it be of the
* difmal or feaotzzl fort; if it brings alogg
with it any Affection oppofite to Manhood,
Generofity, Courage, or Free-Thought;
there will be nothing gain'd by this Appli-
cation: and the Remedy will, in the iffue,
be undoubtedly found worfe than the Dif-
eafe, The fevereft Reflettions on our
Duty, and the Confideration merely of what
is by Authority and under Penaltys enjoin’d,
will not by any means ferve to calm us
on this occafion. The more difmal our
Thoughts are on fuch a Subject; the worfe
our Temper will be, and the readier to
difcover it-felf in Harfhnefs, and Aufterity.
If, perhaps, by Compulfion, or thro any
Neceflity or Fear incumbent, a different
Carriage be at any time affeGted, or diffe-
rent Maxims own’d; the Pradice at the
bottom will be ftill the fame. If zhe Conn-
tenance be compos'd ; rhe Heart; however,
will not be chang’d. ‘The ill Paffion may
for the time be with-held from breaking
into Action ; but will not be fubdu’d, or in

* See VOL.Lp. 32,43, & And VOL.IIL p. 115
116, 1 24swaeeim1 28, ’
the
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the leaft debilitated againft the next occa-Part 2.
fion. So that in fuch a Breaft as this, WV
whatever Devation there may be ; 'tis likely 3+ I+
there will'in time be little of 47 ¢afy Spirit,

or good Temper remaining ; and confequently

few and flender Enjoyments of a mental

Rind. _

IF it be obje&ed, on¥ihe ocher hand,
that tho in melancholy Circumftances ill
Humour may prevail, yet in a Courfe of
outward Profperity, and in the height of
Fortune, there can nothing probably occur
which thou’d thus four tbe Temper, and give
it fuch difrelith as is fuggefted; we may
confider, that the motg humour’d and
indulg’d State is apt to receive the moft
difturbance from every Difappointment or
fmalleft Ail. And if Provocations are
eafieft rais’d, and the Paffions of Anger,
Offence, and Enmity are found the higheft
in the moft indulg'd State of Will and
Humour; there is ftill-the greater need of a
Supply from focial Affecdion, to preferve the
Temper from running into Savagenefs and
Inhumanity. And this, the Cafe of
Tyrants, and meoft unlimited Potentates,
may fufficiently verify and demonttrate.

- NOW as to the other part of .our y7nD.
Confideration, which relates toa MIND or
Reafon well compos’d and eafy within it-felf 5
. upon
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upon what accownt this Happinefs may
be thought owing to natural Affeition, we
may poflibly refolve our-felves, after this
manner. It Wwill be acknowledg’d that a
Creature, fuch as Man, who from.
feveral degrees of Refletion has rifen to
that Capacity ivhich we call Reafon and
Underftanding ; ?:.lﬁ in the very ufe of this
his reafoning FacCulty, -be forc’d to receive
Reflections back into his Mind of what
pafles in it-felf, as well asin the Affetions, or
Will ; in fthort, of whatfoever relates to his:
Chara&ter, Condu&, or Behaviour amidft
his Fellow-Creatures, and in Society. Or-
fhou’d he be of himfelf unapt; there are
others ready to remind him, and refrefh his
Memory, in this way of Criticifm. We
have all of us Remembrancers enow to
help us in this Work. Nor are the greateft
Favourites of Fortune exempted from this
Task of Self-Infpection. Even Flattery
it-felf, by making the View agreeable,
renders us more attentive this way, and
infnares us in the Habit. The vainer any
Perfon is, the more he has his Eye
inwardly fix'd upon himfelf; andis, after a
certain manner, employ’d- in this home-
Survey. And when a true Regard to. our-
felves cannot oblige us to this Infpe@ion,
a falfe Regard to others, and a Fondnefs
for Reputation raifes a watchful Jealoufy,
and furnithes us fufficiently with A&s of
RefleGtion on our awn Charatter and Con-
duct, IN
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IN whatever manner we confider of
this, we fhall find ftill, thac every reafon-

1 19
Parc 2.
§.1

ing or reflectipg Creature is, by his Nature, -

forc’d to endure the Review of his own
Mind, and A&ions; and to have Reprefen-
tations of himfelf, and his inward Affairs,
conftantly pafling before hfin, obvious to
him, and revolving in b®Mind. Now as
- nothing can be more grievous than this is
to one who has thrown off natural Affec-
tion ; fo nothing can be more delightful to
one who has preferv’d it with fincerity.

T HERE are T w 0 Things, which to a Corience.

rational Creature muft be horridly offen-
five and grievous; viz. “ To have the
“ Refletion in his Mind of any unjuft
¢ A&ion or Behaviour, which he knows
“ tobe naturally odious and #ll-deferving : ”
« Or, of any foolith Aéion or Behaviour,
¢ .which he knows to be prejudicial to his
¢ own Interefl or Happinefs.”

T u e former of thefe is alone properly Moral
callld CoNsCIENCE; whether in a Cofaence.

moral, or religious Senfe. For to have
Awe and Terrour of the Deity, does not of
itfelf, imply Confcience. No one isefteem’d
the more confcientious for the fear of evil
Spirits, Conjurations, Enchantments, or
whatever may proceed from any unjuft,
capricious, ordevilithNawre. Now toG fear

oD



120

Book 2.

o B
Moral
Confeience.

As INQUIRY

Gop any othep?fl‘e than as,in confequence

’ of fome juftly blameable and imputable

A&, is to fear a devili/b Nature; nat a
divine one. ¥Wordoes the Fapr of Hell, or
a thoufand Terrors of the DexTv imply
Confcience; unlefs where there is an
Apprehenfion m%f what, is wrong, edious,
morally deforn’d, o and sll-deferuing.  And
where this is the eafe, there Confcience mufk
have effet, and Punifhment of neceflity be
apprehended; even tho it be not exprefly
threaten’d.

A N thus religious Confeience fugpofes '
moral or matural Confcience. And tho the

former be underftood to carry with it the
Fear of divine Punifhment; it has its force
however from the apprehended moral
Deformity and Odioufnefs of any A&, with
retpect purely to the Divine Prefence, and
the natural Veneration due to fuch a fup-
pos’d Being. Forin fach a Prefence, the
Shame of Villany or Vice muft have: its
force, independently on that further Appre-
henfion of the magifterial Capacity of fuch
a Being, and his Difpenfation of particular
Rewards or Punifhmentsin a future State. -

IT has been already faid, that no Crea-
ture can malicioufly and intentionally b
#/l, without being fenfible, at the fame time,
that he deferves ¢ll. And in. this refpeé,
every fenfible Creature may be faid to have

Confcience,
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Confcience. For: with all Mnkind, and all Parc 2.
intelligent Creatures, this muft, ever hold, ‘v~
¢ That what they know they deferve from § I.
“ every-one, Mf they neceffafily muft fear

“and expe& from, AlL” And thus
Sufpicions and ill Apprehenfions muft arife,

with Terrours both of Mgp and of zhe
DeEerTy. But befides thig there muft in

every rational Creature, be yet farther
Confcience ; viz. From Senfe of Deformity

in what is thus ill-deferving and unnatural :

and from @ confequent Shame or Regret of
incuring what is odious, and moves Averfion.

THeERE fcarcely is, or can be any
Creature, whom Confcioufnefs of Villany,
as_fuch merely, does not at all offend; nor
any thing opprobrious or heinoufly im-
putable, move, or affect. If there be fuch
a onc; ’tis evident he muft be abfolutely -
indifferent towards moral Good or Ill. If
this indeed be his Cafe; ’twill be allow’d he
can be no-way capable of natural Affection :
If not of that; then neither of any focial
Pleafure, or mental Enjoyment, as thewn
above; but on the contrary, he muft be
fubject to all manner of horrid, unnatural,
and ill Affe@ion. So that to want
CONSCIENCE, or natural Senfe of the
Odiouﬁz:fs of Crime and Injufiice, is to be
moft of all miferable in Life: but where
Confcience, or Senfe of this fort, remains ;
there, confequently, whatever is committed
~Vol. 2, I againft
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Book 2.againft it, muf}*af neceffity, by means of

(P o Va
Moral
Confeience.

Falfe Con-

Jcience.

Reflection,  as we have fhewn, be cons
tinually {han;eful,. grievous and offenfive.
' &

A Man who in g a Paffion happens to
kill his Companion, relents immediately on
the fight of , what Qe has done. His
Revenge is &wg’d into Pity, and his
Hatred turn’d againft himfelf. And this
merely by the Power of the Obje&. On
this account he fuffers Agonys; the Subject
of this continually occurs to him; and of
this he has a conftant ill Remembrance and
difpleafing Confcioufnefs. If on the other
fide, we fuppofe him no¢ to relent or fuffer
any real Concern or Shame; then, either
he has no Senfe of the Deformity of Crime
and Injuftice, no natural Affe&ion, and
confequently no Happinefs or Peace within:
or if he has any Senfe of moral Worth
or Goodnefs, it muft be of a perplex’d,
and contradiGtory kind. He muft purfue
an inconfiftent Notion, idolize fome falfe
Species of Virtue, and affe®t as noble,
gallant, or worthy, that which is irrational
and abfurd. And how tormenting this
muft be to him, is eafy to conceive. For
never can {uch @ Phantom as this, be reduc’d
to any cerain Form. Never can this
Proreus of Honour be held fteddy, to
one Shape. The Purfuit of it can only be
vexatious and diftracting. There is nothing
befide real Virtue (as has been fhewn)

which
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Which can poffibly hold asg proportion to Pare 2,
Efteem, Approbation, or good Confcience. WV
And he who, being led by falfe Religion § I.
or prevailing £uftom, has le#rnt to efteem
or admire any thing as Virtue which is
not really fuch; muft either thro the
Inconfiftency of fuch an Effeem, and the
perpetual  Immoralitys ocCafion’d by i,
come at laft to lofe all Confcience, and fo
be miferable in the worft way: or, if he
retains any Confcience at all, it muft be of .

a kind never fatisfactory, or able to beftow
Content. For ’tis impoffible that a cruel
Enthufiaft, or Bijgof, a Perfecutor, a
Murderer, a Bravo, a Pirate, or any
Villain of lefs degree, who is falfe to the
Bociety of Mankind in general, and con-
tradi@s natural Affe¢tion; fhou’d have any
fix’'d Principle at all, any real Standard or
Meafure by which he can regulate his
Efteem, or any folid Reafon by which to
form his Approbation of any one moral Aét.
And thus the more he fets up Honour, orad-
vances Zeal; the worfe he renders his Nature,
and the more deteftable his Character. The
more he engages in the Love or Admiration
of any A&ion or Pradice, as great and
glorious, which is in it-felf morally ill and
vitious; the more Contradiction and Self-
difapprobation he muft incur, For there
being nothing more certain than this,
*¢ That no natural AffeGtion can be con-
¢ tradicted, nor no unnatural one advanc'd,
| Iz « without
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Caufes re-
proach
JSrom true.
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« without a pigjudice in fome degree to all
« natural Affection in general:” it muft
follow, ‘ That inward Deformity grow-
“ ing great&, by the In#uragement of
¢« unnatural AffeGiog; there muft be fo
* much the more Su%je& for diffatisfaGory
« Reflection, *hc mor¢ any falfe Principle
“ of Honour, gany falfe Religion, or
“ Superitition prevails.”

So that whatever Notions of this kind
are cherith’d; or whatever Chara&er
affeCted, which is contrary to moral Equity,
and leads to Inhumanity, thro a falfe
Confcience, or wrong Senfe of Honour, ferves
only to bring a Man the more under the
Lath of real and juft Confcience, Shame
and Self-Reproach. Nor can any one,

‘'who, by any pretended Authority, commits

one fingle Immorality, be able to fatisfy

‘himfelf with any Reafon, why he fhou'd

not at another time be carry’d further,
into all manner of Villany; fuch perhaps
as he even abhors to think of. And this
is a Reproach whi€h a Mind muft of
neceflity make to it-felf upon the leaft
Violation of natural Confcience ; in doing
what is morally deform’d and ill-deferving ;
tho warranted by any Example or Pre-

‘cedent among Men, or by any fuppos'd

Injunction or Command of higher Powers.

Now
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: , Rart 2.
Now as for that other part of Con- LgW
1.

{cience, viz. phe remembranee of what was .Y
? ﬂ] gc f a " Conftience

at any time unreaforably and jfoolifbly done, fom p
in prejudice of one’s réal Intereft or Happi- teref.
nefs : This. diffatisfatory RefleCtion muft
follow ftill and have efflc# wherefoever
there is a Senfe of n%ral Deformity,
contratted by Crime, and Injuftice. For
even where there is no Senfe of moral
Deformity, as fuch mercly ; there muit be
ftill a Senfe of the ill Merit of it with
refpe@ to God and Man. Or tho there
were a poffibility of excluding for ever
all Thoughts or Sufpicions of any fuperiour
Powers, yet confidering that this In-
fenfibility towards moral Good or Il
implies a total Defet in natural Affection,
and that this Defe can by no Diffimulation
be conceal’d; ’tis evident that a Man of
this unhappy Chara@er muft fuffer a
very fenfible Lofs in the Friendthip,
Truft, and Confidence . of other Men ;
and confequently muft fuffer in his
Interet and outward Happinefs. Nor
can the Senfe of this Difadvantage fail to
occur to him; when he fees, with Regret,
and Envy, the better and more grateful
Terms of Friendfhip, and Efteem, on
which bewer People live with the reft
of Mankind. Even therefore where
natural AffeGion is wanting; ’tis certain
ftill, chat by Immoralicy, necefarily
' I3 happening
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Book 2. happening thro want of fuch AffeGion, there

L mu& be difturbance from Confcience of
this fort, vm. from Senfe. of what is
committed imprudently, and contrary to real
Intereft and Advantage.

Codfn FRom all his we may eafily conclude,
dawn  how much ouf® Happinefs depends on
Jrom the oy . .
ME N- natural and good Affection.  For if the chief
74L  Happinefs be from the MENTAL PLEA-
gé’f £5.SURES; and the chief mental Pleafures are
fuch as we have defcrib’d, and are founded
in natural Affection; it follows, ¢ That
“ to bave the natural Affections, is to bave
 the chief Means and Power of Self- Enjoy-
“ ment, the bigheft Poffeffion and Happinefs

“ of Life”

Plafirs NOW as to the Pleafures of The
43 oz Bopy, and the Satisfaltions belonging ta

“mere SENsE; ’tis evident, they cannot
Dependent poflibly have their Effe@, or afford any
alo or na- yaluable Enjoyment, otherwife than by the

tural Af- . .
f:;;ou.f means of focial and natural Affection.

Vulgar To live well, has no other meaning with
Epiurifm. fome People, than to esat and drink well.
And methinks ’tis an unwary Concefiion

we make in favour of thefe pretended

good Livers, when we join with ’em, in
honouring their way of Life with the Title

of living faft, As if they livd the faﬁ;ﬂ:

2 : who
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who took the greateft Pains to enjoy leaft Pare 2.
of Life: For if our Account of HappinefsLA~u
be right ; the«greateft Enjoyents in Life Y I-
are fuch as thefe Men pafs over in thexr:}/:;f"“
hafte, and have fcarce ever allow’d them- Seng.
felves the liberty of tafting. Py

BuT as confiderable a Part of volup-
tuoufnefs as is founded in the Palate; and
as notable as the Science is, which depends
on it; one may juftly prefome that the maygina.
Oftentation of Elegance, and a certain s, Fan-
Emulation and Study how to excel in this?"
fumptuous Art of Living, goes very far in
the raifing fuch a high Idea of it, as is
obferv’d among the Men of Pleafure. For
were the Circumftances of a Table and
Company, Equipages, Services, and the reft
of the Management withdrawn ; there wou’d
be hardly left any Pleafure worth acceptance,
even in the Opinion of the moft Debauch’d
themfelves. ’
7 Tue very Notion of @ Debauch (which 4Debauck.
is a Sally into whatever can be imagin’d of
Pleafure and Voluptuoufnefs) carries with
it a plain reference to Society, or Fellow-
thip. It may be call'd a Surfesz, or Excefs
of Eating and Drinking, but hardly a
Debauch of that kind, when the Excefs is
committed feparately, out of all Society,
or Fellowthip. And one who abufes him-
felf in this way, is often call'd a Soz, but

*¥] 4 "never
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Book 2.never a' Debauchee. The Courtizans, and
e ~~Jeven the commoneft of Women, who live
f}:;f;‘”‘ by Profticution, know “ very well how
Senfe.  neceflary it is, that every-one whom they
Women. entertain with their Beauty, fhou’d believe
there are Sagjsfactions reciprocal ; and
that Pleafures are no lefs given than
receiv’d, And were this Imagination to
be wholly taken away, there wou'd be
hardly any of the groffer fort of Man-
kind, who wou'd not perceive their
remaining Pleafure to be of {lender

Eftimation.

Wno is there can well or long enjoy
any thing, when almne, and abftracted
perfe&tly, even in his very Mind and
Thought, from every thing belonging to
Society ? Who wou’d not, on fuch Terms
as thefe, be prefently cloy’d by any fenfual
Indulgence ? Who wou'd not foon grow
uneafy with his Pleafure, however exquifite,
till he had found means to impart it, and
make it truly pleafant to him, by com-
municating, and fharing it at leaft with
fome oze fingle Perfon? Let Men imagine
what they pleafe; let ’em fuppofe them-
felves ever fo felfith ; or defire ever fo much
to follow the Ditates of that narrow
Principle, by which they wou’d bring
Nature under reftraint : Nature will break
out ; and in Agonys, Difquiets, and a
diftemper'd State, ‘demonftrate evident}:y»

the
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the ill Confequence of fuch Violence, the Part 2.
Abfurdity of fuch a Device, and the
Punithment whigh belongs to fuch a § n
monftrous and horrid Endeavour. :

T nus, therefore, not only the Pleafures Phafures
of the Mind, but even thdk of the Body f'g’;ﬂ}i'
depend on nawral Affeftion: infomuch
that where this is wanting, they not
only lofe their Force, but are in a
manner converted into Uneafinefs and ,
Difguft. The Senfations which fhou’d Corverri-
naturally afford Contentment and Delight, 5 2
produce rather Difcontent and Sournefs, s
and breed a2 Wearifomnefs and Reftlefnefs
in the Difpofition. This we may perceive |
by the perpetual Inconftancy, and Love
of Change, fo remarkable in thofe who
have nothing communicative or friendly
in their Pleafures. Good Fellowfbip, in Variable:
its abus’d Senfe, feems indeed to have
fomething more conftant and determining.

The Company fupports the Humour.
"Tis- the fame in ZLove. A certain Ffupport
Tendernefs and Generofity of Affection
fupports the Paffion, which otherwife -
wou'd inftantly be chang’d. The per-
feGeft Beauty cannot, of it-felf, retain, or
fix it. And that Love which has no
other Foundation, but relies on this
exterior kind, 1is foon turn’d into Averfion.
Satiety, perpetual Difguft, and Feverifhnefs

of Defire, attend thofe who paffionately

‘ ftudy
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Book 2. ftudy Pleafure. ‘THey beft enjoy it, who

o ftudy to regulate their Paffions. And

o o by this they will coge to know how

Sefi.  abfolute an Incapacity there is in any
thing fenfual to pleafe, or give Con-
tentment, where it depends not on fome-
thing friendlys or focial, fomething con-
join’d, and in affinity with kind or natural
Affettion. |

Ballznesfs BUT E’ER we conclude this Article
the dfec- of focial or natural Affection, we may take
" a general View of it, and bring it, once
for all, inta the Scale; to prove what
kind of ¥ BarLANCE it helps to make
within ; and what the Confequence may be,

of its Deficiency, or light Weight.

THERE is no-one of ever fo little
Underftanding in what belongs to human
Contftitution, who knows not that without
A&ion, Motion, and Employment, zhe
Body languithes, and is opprefs’d; its
Nourithment turns to Difeafe ; the Spirits
unimploy’d abroad, help to confume the
Parts within: and Nature, as it were,
preys upon her-felf. In the fame manner,
the fenfible and living Part, ke Soul or
Mind, wanting its proper and natural

o

*® Sapra, P. 92, 93- &ec.

Exercife,
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Exércife, is burden’d”and difeas'd.  ItsPar 2.
Thoughts and Paffions being unnaturally e~/
with-held from gleir due Objelts, turn § 1

againft it-felf, -and - create the higheft B‘:”""Z_'f
Impatience and Ill-Humour. :?mff

In * Brutes, and other @reatures, who
have not the Ufe of Reafon or Reflection )
(at leaft not after the manner of Mankind) ftat
*tis fo orderd in Nature, that by their Kind.
daily Search after Food, and their Ap-
plication either towards the Bufinefs of
their Livelihood, or the Affairs of their
Specics or Kind, almoft their whole time
is taken up, and they fail not to find full
Imployment for their Paffion, according to
that degree of Agitation to which they are
fitted, and which their Conftitution requires.

If any one of thefe Creatures be taken
aut of his natural laborious State, and
plac’d amidft fuch a Plenty as can profufely
-adminiter to all his Appetites and Wants;
it may be obferv’d, that as his Circumftances
érow thus luxuriant, his Temper and
affions have the fame Growth. When
he comes,. at any time, to have the
Accommodations of Life at a cheaper and
eafier rate than was at firft intended him
by Nature, he is made to pay dear for
’em in another way ; by lofing his natural

" % Supra, p. 62, 93. And Infra, p. 307, 8, 9, &e. And
YOL. NI p.216, 217, &c. ' -
' good
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Book 2. good Difpofition, and the Orderlines of

is Kind or Species.

A
Ballance of *

the Affec-
tions.

Animal
Kinds.

Mankind.

Turs needs not to be demonftrated
by particular Inftances. Whoever has the
leaft knowledg of Natural Hiftory, or has
been an Obferver of the feveral Breeds of
Creatures, and their ways of Life, and
Propagation, will eafily underftand this
Difference of Orderlinefs between the
Wild and the Tame of the fame Species.
The latter acquire new Habits; and deviate
from their original Nature. They lofe
even the common Inftin& and ordinary
Ingenuity of their Kind; nor can they ever
regain it, whilft they continue in this
pamper’d State: But being turn’d to fhift
abroad, they refume the natural AffeGion
and Sagacity of their Species. They
learn to unite in ftriGter Fellowthip ;
and grow more concern’d for their
Oft-fpring. They provide againft the
Seafons, and make the moft of every
Advantage given by Nature for the Support
and Maintenance of their particular Species,
againft fuch as are foreign and hottile.
And thus as they grow bufy and imploy’d,
they grow regular and good. Their
Petulancy and Vice forfakes them with
their Idlenefs and Eafe.

IT happens with Mankind, that whilft

fome are by neceflity confin'd to Labour,

others -
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others are provided swith abundance of Part 2.
all things, by the Pains and Labour of ‘v~
Inferiours. Now, if among the fuperiour § I.
and eafy fort, thére be nor fomething of

fit and proper Imployment raisd in the

room of what is wanting in common
Labour and Toil; if inftead of an Ap-
plication to any fort of Work, fuch as has

a good and honeft End in Society '(as
Letters, Sciences, Arts, Husbandry, publick
Affairs, Oeconomy, or the like) there be a
thorow Negle& of all Duty or Imployment ;

a ferled Idlenefs, Supinenefs, and In-
ativity ; this of neceflity muft occafion

a moft relax’d and diffolute State: It muft
produce a total Diforder of the Paffions,

and break out in the ftrangeft Irregularitys
imaginable.

WeE fee the enormous Growth of
‘Luxury in capital Citys, fuch as have been
long the Seat of Empire. We fee what
Improvements are made in Vice of every
kind, where numbers of Men are main-
tain’d in lazy Opulence, and wanton
Plenty. ’Tis otherwife with thofe who are
taken up in honeft and due Imployment,
and have been well inur’d to it from their
Youth. This we may obferve in the hardy
remote Provincials, the Inhabitants of
fmaller Towns, and the induftrious fort of
common People; where ’tis rare to meet
with any Inftances of thofe Irregularitys,

' - which
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Book 3.which are known %in Courts and Palaces;
\~~ and in the rich Foundations of eafy and

Ballance of

the Affec-
tiows.

pamper’d Priefls. )

Now if whit we have advancd
concerning an snward Conflitution be real and
juft ; if it be true that Nature works by
a juft Order and Rfctgulation as well in
the Paffions and AffeCtions, as in the
Limbs and Organs which the forms; if it

‘appears withal, that fhe has fo conftituted

this inward Part, that nothing is o eflential
to it as Exercife ; and no Exercife fo
eflential as that of fuwial or natural
Affection: it follows, that where this is
remov’d or weaken'd, the inward Part

- muft neceflarily fuffer and be impair’d.

Let Indolence, Indifference, or Infenfibility,

- be ftudy’d as an Art, or cultivated with the

Occonomy.

utmoft Care; the Paffions thus reftrain’d
will force their Prifon, and in one way or
another procure their Liberty, and find full
Employment. They will be fure to create
to themfelves unufual and unnatural Exercife,
where they are cut off from fuch as is
natural and good. And thus in the room
of orderly and natural AffeGtion, new and
unpatural muft be rais’d, and all inward
Order and Oeconomy deftroy’d.

O~ & muft have a very imperfe&t Idea
of the Order of Nature in the Formation
and Structure of Animals, to imagine that

2 fo
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{o great a Principle, forfundamental a Part Part 2.
as that of natural Affetion thouw'd poflibly LrvNJ
be loft or impaird, without any inward § I.
Ruin or Subverfion of the Temper and
Frame of Mind. -

WHOEVER is the leaft vers’d in this
moral kind of ArchiteGture, will find the
inward Fabrick fo adjufted, and the wbhole Fabrick.
fo nicely built; that the barely extending
of a fingle Paffion a little too far, or the.
continuance of it too long, is able to bring
irrecoverable Ruin and Mifery. He will
find this experienc’d in the ordinary Cafe
of Phrenzy, and Diftration; when the
Mind, dwelling too long upon one Subject
(whether profperous or calamitous) finks
under the weight of it, and proves what %
the neceflity is, of a due Ballance, and
Counterpoife in the Affections. He will -
find, that in every ' different Creature,
and diftin@ Sex, there is a different and
diftin@® Order, Sef, or Suit of Paflions ;

roportionable to the different Order of
'Eife, the different Fun@ions and Capacitys
affign’d to each. As the Operations and
Effe@s are different, fo are the Springs
and Caufes in each Syftem. The infide
Work is fitted to the outward Aétion
and Performance. So that where Habits
or Affections are diflodg’d, mifplac’d, or
chang’d ; where thofe belonging to one
Species are intermix’d with thofe belonging

o
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Book 2.to another, there -muft of neceflity be

mCOHfuﬁon and Difturbance within.

the Affec-

tions,

AvLL this we mé‘,y' obferve eafily, by

- comparing the moge perfe@ with the

Monflers.

imperfe& Natures, fuch as are imperfect
from their Birth, by having fuffer’d Violence
within, in their earlieft Form, and inmoft
Matrix.© We know how it is with
Monflers, fuch, as are compounded of
different Kinds, or different Sexes. Nor
‘are they lefs Monflers, who are mifhapen
or diftorted in an inward ‘Part. The
ordinary Animals appear unnatural and
monftrous, when they lofe their proper
Inftin&s, forfake their Kind, neglect their
Off-fpring, and pervert thofe Fun@ions or
Capacitys beftow’d by - Nature. How
wretched mutft it be, therefore, for M AN,
of all other Creatures, to lofe that Senf,
and Feeling, which is proper to him gs
M AN, and futable to his Charaéer, and
Genius ? How unfortunate mutt it be for a
‘Creawure, whofe dependence on Society. is
greater than any others, to lofe that natural
Affection by which he is prompted to the
Good and Intereft of his Species, and
Community ? Such indeed is Man’s
natural Share of this dfeition, that
He, of all other Creatures, ‘is plainly
the leaft able to bear Solitude. Nor
is any thing more apparent, than that
there is naturally in every Man fuch

a
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foch a degree. of focial Affe@ion as Part 2.
inclines him to feek the Familiarity and VNS
Friendthip of his Fellows. ’Tis here that § I
he lets loofe a Palfion, and gives reigns to =~ * .
a Defire which can hardly by any ftruggle

or inward violence be with-held; or if

it be, is fure to create a Sadnefs, Dejection,

and Melancholy in the Mind." For
whoever is unfociable, and voluntarily

fhuns Society, or Commerce with the
World, muft of neceflity be morofe and
ill-natur'd. He, on the other fide, who is
with-held by forece or accident, finds in

his Temper the ill Effects of this Reftraint.

The 1Inclination, when fupprefs’d, breeds
Difcontent; and on the <ontrary affords

a healing and enlivening Joy, when adting

at its liberty, and with full fcope: as *
we may fee particularly, when after a

time of folitude and long- Abfence, the

Heart is open’d, the Mind difburden’d,

and the Secrets of the Breaft unfolded to 2
Bofom-Friend. S

THis we fec yet more remarkably
inftanc’d in Perfons of the moft elevated
Stations ; even in Princes, Monarchs, and
thofe who feem by their Condition to be
above ordinary human Commerce, and
who affe@ a fort of diftant Strangenefs
from the reft of Mankind. But their -
Carriage is not the fame towards g// Men.
The wifer and better fort, it’s true, are

Val. 2. K often
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Book 2. often held at a diftance; as unfit for

BVW'V:':fthexr Intimacy, or fecret Truft. But to

she Afec- compenfate this, there are others fubfticuted

tions.

in their room, who tho they have the
leaft Merit, and are perbaps the moft vile
and contemptible of Men, are fufficient,
however, to ferve the purpofe of an
imaginary Friendfhip, and can become
Favourites in form. Thefe are the Subjes
of Humanity in the Great. For Thefe
we fee them often in concern and pain: in
Thefe they eafily confide: to Thefe they.

can with pleafure communicate their Power
and Greatnefs, be open, free, generous,
confiding, bountiful ; as rejoicing in the
Ad&ion it-felf: having no Intention or Aim
beyond it; and their Intereft, in refpect
of Policy, often ftanding a quite contrary
way. But where neither the Love of
Mankind, nor the Paffion for Favourites
prevails, the Tyrannical Temper fails
not to fhew it-felf in its proper colours,
and to the Life, with all the Bitternefs,
Cruelty, and Miftruft, which belong
to that folitary and gloomy State of un-
communicative and un-friendly Greatnefs.
Nor needs there any particular Proof from
Hiftory, or prefent Time, to fecond this

"Remark.

THUS it may appear, how much

‘NATURAL AFFECTION is predomi-

nant;
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nant; how it is inwgrdly join’d to. us,Part 2.
and implanted in our Natures ; how U YN
interwoven with- our other Paffions; and § 2.
how effential to that regular Motion
and Courfe of cur Affe@ions, on which
our Happinefs and Self-Enjoyment fo
immediately depend. »

AND thus we have demonftrated, That
as, on one fide, To nAVE THE NATU-
RAL AND Goop AFFECTIONS, IS
TO HAVE THE CHIEF MEANS AND
PoweRr oF SELF-ENjoYMENT: S0,
on the other fide, TO WANT THEM, IS
CERTAIN MiIsery, AND ILL.

SECT. 1L .

WE are now to prove, That BY H A v-SECOND
ING THE SgLF-Passions Toofrs
INTENSEORSTRONG, A CREATURES)‘Pa

BECOMES MISERABLE. Joons.

In order to this, we muft, according to
Method, enumerate thofe Home-Affections,
which relate to the private Intereft or
feparate  Oeconomy of the Creature :
fuch as Love of Lifé; ——Refentment of
Injury ; Pleafure, or Appetite t:rwqrds
Nourifbment and the Means of Generation 5
———TIntereft, or Defire of thofe Convenences,

by which we arc well provided for, ~and
K 2 maintain'd ;
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Book 2. maintain'd ;—— Enflation, or Love of Praife

N
Self-Paf-

Joons,

Love o
Lief 4

and Honour ;—w— Indolence, or Love of Eafe
and Reff. —— Thefe are the Affetions
which relate to the private Syftem, and
conftitute whatever we call Intereflednefs
or Self-Love. |

Now thefe AffeCtions, if they are
moderate, and within certain Bounds, are
neither injurious to focial Life, nor a
hindrance to Virtue: but being in an
extreme degree, they become Cowardice,—
Revengefulnefs, —— Luxury,— Avarice, ——
Vanity and Ambition,—Sloth ;--and as fuch,
are own’d vitious and ill, with refpe&t to
human Society. How they are ill alfo
with refpe& to the private Perfon, and
are to his own difadvantage as well as that
of the Publick, we may confider, as we
feverally examine them.

IF THERE were any of thefe
Self-Paflions, which for the Good and .
Happinefs of the Creature might be oppos’d
to Natural Affeétion, and allow’d to over-
ballance it ; THE DESIRE AND LovE
ofF Lire wou'd have the beft Pretence.
But it will be found perhaps, that there is
no Paffion which, by having much allow’d

to ir, is the occafion of more Diforder
and Mifery.

THERE
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THERE is nothing more certain, or
more univerfally agreed than this; “ That
“ Life may fometimes be even a
‘¢ Misfortune and Mifery.” To inforce
the continuance of it in Creatures reduc’d
to fuch Extremity, is efteem’d the greateft
Cruelty. And tho Religion forbids that
any-one fhou’d be his own Reliever ; yet
if by fome fortunate accident, Death

141
Part 2.
N\

§ 2.

offers of ir-felf, it is embrac’d as highly

welcome. And on this account the neareft
Friends and Relations often rejoice at the
Releafe of one intirely belov’d ; even tho he
himfelf may have been fo weak as
_earneftly to decline Death, and endeavour
the ummoft Prolongment of his own
un-cligible State.

Since Life, therefore, may frequently
prove a Misfortune and Mifery ; and
fince it naturally becomes fo, by being
only prolong’d to the Infirmitys of Old
Age ; fince there is nothing, withal, more
common than to fee Life over-valu'd,
and purchas’d at fuch a Coft as it can
never juftly be thought worth: it follows
evidently, that the Paffion it-felf (viz. zbe
Love of Life, and Abhorrence or Dread of
Death) if beyond a certain degree, and
over-ballancing in the Temper of any
Creature, muft lead him directly againft his

own Intereft ; make him, upon occafion,
K become
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Book 2. become the greatefy Enemy to" himfelf ; and

A~ neceflitate him to act as fuch.
Love of £ &,
Life.

Bu T tho it were allow’d the Intereft and
Good of a Creature, by all Courfes and
Means whatfoever, in any circumftances,
or at any rate, to preferve Life; yet wou'd it
be -againft his Intereft ftill to have this
Paffion in a high degree. For it wou'd
by this means prove ineffe@ual, and no-way
conducing to its End. Various Inftances
need not be given. For what is there
better known, than that at all times an
exceflive Fear betrays to danger, inftead of
faving from it ? 'Tis impoflible for any-
one to a& fenfibly, and with Prefence
of Mind, even jn his own Prefervation
and Defence, when he is ftrongly prefs’d
by fuch a Paffion. On all extraordinary

‘Emergences, ’tis Courage and Refolution

faves ; whilft Cowardice robs us of the means
of Safety, and not only deprives us of our
defenfive Facultys, but even runs us to.the
brink of Ruin, and makes us meet that
Evil which of it-felf wou'd never have
invaded us.

But were the Confequences of this
Paffion lefs injurious than we have
reprelented ; it muft be allow’d ftill that 7z
s¢-felf it can be no other than miferable ; if
it. be Mifery to feel Cowardice, and be
haunted by thofe Spe&ers and Horrours
. ' " which



concerning VIR T UE, 143

which are proper to the Chara&er of one Part 2,
who has a thorow Dread of Death. For VN
tis not only whén Dangers” happen, and §2
Hazards are incurr’d, that this fort of '
Fear opprefles and diftracts. If it in the
leaft prevails, it gives no quarter, fo much
as at the fafeft ftilleft hour of Retreat and
Quiet. Every Objet fuggefts Thought
enough to employ it. It operates: when
it is leaft obferv’d by ‘others; and enters
at all times into the ‘pleafanteft parts of
Life; fo as to corrupt and poifon all
Enjoyment, and- Content. One may
fafely aver, that by reafon of this Paffion
alone, many a Life, if inwardly and
clofely view’d, wou'd be found to be
thorowly miferable, tho attended with all
other Circumftances which in appearance
render it happy. But when we add to this,
the Meannefles, and bafe Condefcenfions,
occafion’d by fuch a paffionate Concern
for living; when we confider how by
means of it we are driven to A&ions we
can never view without diflike, and forc’d
by degrees from our natral Condu&, into
full greater Crookednefles and Perplexity ;
there is no-one, furely, fo difingenuons
as not to allow, that Life, in this cafe,
becomes a forry Purchafe, and is pafs'd
with little Freedom or Satsfaction,
For how can this be otherwife, whilft
every thing which is. generous and worthy,
cven the chief Relifb, Happinefs, and Good

K 4 ‘ of
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Book 2. of Life, is for Life's fake abandon'd and

m renounc’d ?

Life.

Refent-
m’.

& LI

AND thus it feems evident,  That to
« have this Affe@tion of DESIRE and
“« LLove oF LirEg, too intenfe, or
“ beyond a moderate degree, is againft the
« Intereft of a Creature, and contrary to
« his Happine(s and Good.”

THERE is another Paffion very
different from that of Fear, and which in
a certain degree is equally prefervative to
us, and conducing to our Safety. Aszhat
is ferviceable, in prompting us to thun
Danger; fo is this, in fortifying us againft
it, and enabling us to repel Injury, and
refift Violence when offer'd. ™Tis true,
that according to ftri@ Virtue, and a juft
Regulation of the Affections in a wife and
virtuous Man, fuch Efforts towards A&ion
amount not to what is juftly ftil’d Paffion
or Commoti:n. A Man of Courage may
be cautious without real Fear, And a
Man of Temper may refift or punith
without Anger.  But in ordinaty Charatters
there muft neceffarily be fome Mixture
of the real Paffions themfelves; which
however, in the main, are able to allay
and temper one another. And thus
ANGER in a manner becomes neceffary,
'Tis by this Paffion that one Creature

offering




concerning VIRTUE 145

offering Violence to another, is deter’d Pare 2.
from the Execu@ong whil@ he obferves ~~U
how the Attempt affe@s his Fellow; and § 2
knows by the very Signs which accompany
this rifing Motion, that if the Injury be
carry’d further, it will not pafs eafily, or
with impunity. ’Tis this Paffion withal,
which after Violence and Hoftility executed, .
rouzes a Creature in oppofition, and affifts
him in returning like Hoftility and Harm
on the Invader. For thus, as Rage and
Defpair increafe, a Creature grows ftill
more terrible ; and being urg’d to the
greateft extremity, finds a degree of
Strength and Boldnefs unexperienc’d till
then, and which had never rifen except
thro the height of Provocation. As to
this Affetion therefore, notwithftanding
its immediate Aim be indeéd zbe I/ or
Punithment of anotber, yet it is plainly of
the fort of thofe which tend to the
Advanrage and Intereft of the Self-Syftem,
the Animal bimfelf ; and is withal in other
refpets contributing to the Good and
Intereft of the Species. But there is hardly
need we fhould explain how mifchievous
and felf-deftru@ive ANGER is, if it be
what we commonly underftand by that
word : if it be fuch a Paffion as is rafh, and
violent in the inftant of Provocation; or
fuch as imprints it-felf deeply, and caufesa
fettled Revenge, and an eager vindicative
Purfuit. No wonder indeed that fo much

. Y is
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Book 2.is done in mere Revenge, and under the
L~ S0 Weight of a.deep Befeggment, when the
Reent- Relief and Satisfaltion found in that

ment.

Indulgence is no othet than the afluaging of
the moft torturous Pain, and the alleviating
the moft weighty and prefling Senfation of
Mifery. The Pain of this fort being for
a. while removid or alleviated by the
accomplithment of the Defire, in the Il
of another, leaves indeed behind it the
perception of a delicious Eafe, and an
over-flowing of foft and pleafing Senfation.
Yet is this, in truth no better than the
Rack it-felf. For whoever has experienc’d
racking Pains, can tell in what manner a
fudden Ceflation or Refpite is us'd to affet
him. From hence are thofe untoward
Delights of Perverfenefs, Frowardnefs, and
an envenom’d malignant Difpofition, a&ting
at its liberty. For this is only A perpetual
affuaging of ANGER perpetually renew'd.
In other Characters, the Pajffion arifes
not fo fuddenly, or on flight Caufes; but
being once mov'd, is not fo-eafily quieted.’
The dormant Fury, REVENGE, being
rais’d once, and wrought up to her higheft
pitch, refts not tll the ataains her End;
and, that attain’d, is eafy, and repofes;
making our fucceeding Relief and Eafe
fo much the more enjoy’d as our preceding
Anguith and incumbent Pain was of long
duration, and bitter fenfe. Certainly if
among Lgvers, and in the Language of

Gallantry,
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» Gallantry, the Succefs of ardent Love isPart. 2.
call'd* the affuaging of a Pain; this other o\~
Succefs may be far more juftly term’d fo. § 2
However f{oft or flattering the former Pain

may be efteem’d, this latter furely can be

no pleafing one: Nor can it be pofiibly
efteem’d other than found and thorow
Wretchednefs, a grating and difguftful
Feeling, without the leaft mixture of any

thing foft, gentle, or agreeable.

"T'1s not very neceflary to mention the
ill effe@s of this Paffion, in refpe¢t of our
Minds, or Bodys, our private Condition or
Circumflances of Life. By thefe particulars
we may grow too tedious. Thefe are of
the moral fort of Subje&s, join’d commonly
with Religion, and treated fo rhetorically,
and with fuch inforc’d repetition in publick, .
as to be apt to raife the Satiety of Mankind.
What has been faid, may be enough
perhaps to make this evident, ¢ That to be
“ fubject to fuch a Paffion as we have been
“ mentioning, 1is, in reality, to be very
- ““ unhappy.” And, “ That the Habit
“ it-felf is a Dijfeafe of the worft forc;
“ from which Mifery is infeparable.”

NOW AS to Luxury, and what the PLE 4
World calls PLeAsurE: Were it true Zavxff
(as has been prov’d the contrary) that the
moft- confiderable Enjoyments were thofe

merely
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v~ withal, that thofe Enjoyments of the Senfe

PLE A

SURE.
Luxury.

lay in certain outward things capable of
yielding always a due and certain Portion
of Pleafure, according to their degree and
quality ; it wou’d then follow, that the
certain way to obtain Happinefs, wou’d be
to procure largely of thefe Subjects, to
which Happinefs and Pleafure were thus
infallibly annex’d. But however fathionably
we may apply the Notion of good Living,
*twill hardly be found that our inward
Facultys are able to keep pace with thefe
outward Supplys of a luxuriant Fortune.
And if the natural Difpofition and Aptnefs
Jfrom within be not concurring ; ewill be in
vain that thefe Subjets are thus multiply’d
from abroad, and acquir'd with cver fo
great facility.

IT may be obfervd in thofe who by
Excefs have gain’d a conftant Naufeating
and Diftafte, that they have neverthelefs as
conftant a Craving or Eagernefs of Stomach.
But the Appetite of this kind is falfe and
unnatural; as is that of Thirft arifin
from a Fever, or contracted by habitua%
Debauch. Now the Satisfaltions of the
natural Appetite, in a plain way, are
infinitely beyond thofe Indulgences of the
moft refin’d and elegant Luxury. This
is often perceiv’d by the Luxurious
themfelves, It has been experienc’d in

People
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bred after the fumptuous way, and Part 2.
us'd never to wait, bug to prgvent Appetite ; L VN
that when by any new Turn of Life they §- 2.
came to fall into a more natural Courfe, or

for a while, as on a Journy, or a day of

Sport, came accidentally to experience the

Sweet of a plain Diet, recommended by due
Abftinence and Exercife ; they have with
freedom own’d, that it was then they receiv’'d

the higheft Satisfaction and Delight which

a Table cow’d pofiibly afford.

ON the other fide, it has been as often
remark’d in Perfons accuftom’d to an
a&tive Life, and healthful Exercife ; that
having once thorowly experienc’d this
plainer and more natural Diet, they have
upon a following Change of Life regretted
their Lofs, and undervalu’d the Pleafures
receiv’d from all the Delicacys of Luxury,
in comparifon with thofe remember'd
SatisfaGions of a preceding State. 'Tis
plain, that by urging Nature, forcing the
Appetite, and inciting Senfe, the Keennefs
ofp the natural Senfations is loft. And
tho thro Vice or ill Habit the fame Subjects
of Appetite may, every day, be fought with
greater Ardour; they are enjoy'd with
lefs SatisfaGion. Tho the Impatience"
of abftaining be greater; the Pleafure
of Indulgence is really lefs. The Palls or
Naufeatings which continually intervene,

are of the worft and moft hateful km«}
[
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e

PLE 4
SURE,.

Luxury,

tafted which is wholly free from this ill
relith of a furfeited Senfe and ruin’d Appetite.
So that inftead of a conftant and flowing
Delight afforded in fuch a Statc of
Life, the very State it-felf is in reality a
Sicknefs and Infirmity, a Corruption of
Pleafure, and deftrutive of every natural

" and agreeable Senfation.  So far is it from

being true; ¢ That in this licentious
“ Courfe we enjoy L1FE beff, or are likely
' to make the moff of it.”

As to the Confequences of fuch an
Indulgence; how fatal to zbe Body, by
Difeafes of many kinds, and to tbe Mind,
by Sottithnefs and Stupidity ; this needs not
any explanation.

Tue Confequences as to Interef are
plain enough. Such a State of impotent
and unreftrain’d Defire, as it increafes our
Wants, fo it muft fubjeét us to a greater
Dependence on others.  Our private
Circumftances, however plentiful or eafy
they may be, can lefs eafily content us.
Ways and Means muft be invented to
procure what may adminifter to fuch an
imperious Luxury, as forces us to facrifice
Honour to Fortune, and runs us out into
all irregularity and extravagance of
Condu&. The Injurys we do our-felves, by

- Excefs and Unforbearance, are then fursely

apparent,
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apparent, when thro an Impotence of thisPart 2.
fort, and an Impofibility of Reftraint, we L VNI
do what we our-felves declare to be deftruc- _$- 2-
tive tous. But thefe are Matters obvious hi & 5
of themfelves. And from lefs than what

bas been faid, ’tis eafy to conclude, ¢ That

“ Luxury, Reot, and Debauch, are contrary

“ to real Intereft, and to the true Enjoyment

« of Life.”

THERE is another Luxury fuperiour Amours.
to the kind we have been mentioning, and
which in ftritnefs can fcarce be call'd a
Self-Paffion, fince the fole End of it is the
Advantage and Promotion of the Species.
But whereas all other focial Affetions are
join’d only with @ mental Pleafure, and
founded in mere Kindnefs and Love; this
has more added to it, and is join’d with
a Pleafure of Semfe. Such Concern and
Care has Nature thewn for the Support
and Maintenance of the feveral Species,
that by a certain JIndigence and Kind of
Neceflity of their Natures, they are made
to regard the Propagation of their kind.
Now whether it be the Intereft or Good
of the Animal to feel this Indigence beyond
.a-patural and ordinary degree; is what
we may confider,

Havine already faid fo much con-
cerning matural and unmnatural Appeﬁite,
: there
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YN If it be allow’d, that to all other Pleafures

PLE 4

SURE.
Amours.

there is a Meafure of Appetite belonging,
which cannot poffibly be exceeded
without prejudice to the Creature, even
in his very Capacity of enjoying Pleafure 3
it will hardly be thought that there is no
certain Limit or juft Boundary of this other
Appetite of the AMoRrous kind. There
are other Sorts of ardent Senfations
accidentally experienc’d, which we find
pleafant and acceptable whilft they are
held within a certain degree ; but which,
as they increafe, grow oppreflive and
intolerable. Laughter provok’d by Titillation,
grows an exceflive Pain; tho it retains
ftill the fame Features of Delight and
Pleafure. And tho in the cafe of that
particular kind of Izch which belongs to
a Diftemper nam’d from that effe®, there
are fome who, far from difliking the
Senfation, find it highly acceprable and
delightful ; yet it will hardly be reputed
fuch amongft the more refin’d fort, even of
thofe who make Pleafure their chief Study,
and higheft Good.

Now if there be in every Senfation of
mere Pleafure, a certain Pitch or Degres
of Ardour, which by being further
advanc’d, comes the nearer to mere Rage
and Fury ; if there be indeed a neceffity
of ftopping fomewbhere, and determiniog
: on
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oh fome Boundary for the Paffion where Part, 2.
can we fix our Standard, or how regulate AV~
our-felves but with regard to Nature, beyond §- 2
which there is no Meafure or Rule of
things? Now Nafure may be known from

what we fee of the natural State of
Creatures, and of Man himfelf, when
unprejudic’d by vitious Education.

W xERE happily any-one is bred to a
hatural Life, inur'd to honeft Induftry
and Sobriety, and un-accuftom’d to any
thing immoderate or intemperate; he is
found to have his Appetites and Inclinations
of this fort at command. Nor are they
on this account lefs able to afford him
the Pleafure or Enjoyment of each kind.
On the contrary ; as they are more found,
healthy, and un-injur'd by Excefs and
Abufe, they muft afford him proportionate
Satisfaction. So that were both thefe
Senfations to be experimentally compar'd ;
that of @ wvirtuous Courfe which belong’d
to one who liv'd a natural and regular
Life, and that of a wvitious Courfe which
belong’d to one who was relax’d and dif-
folute ; there is no queftion but Judgment
wou'd be given in favour of the former,
without regard to Confequences, and onl
with refpect to the very Pleafure of Senfe
it-felf.

VO’s 2. L A ]
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YN As to the Confequences of this Vice,

g{,‘ff} with refpe to the Health and Vigour of

dmours,  the Body; there is no need to mention any
thing. The Injury it does the Mind, tho
lefs notic’d, is yet greater. The Hinderance
of all Improvement, the wretched Wafte
of Time, the Effeminacy, Sloth, Su-
pinenefs, the Dilorder and Loofenefs of a
thoufand Paffions, thro fuch a relaxation
and enervating of the Mind; are all of

them Effes fufficiently apparent, when
reflected on.

Wx aT the Difadvantages are of this
Intemperance, in refpe& of Incereft, Society,
and the World ; and what the Advantages
arc of a contrary Sobriety, and Self-
Command, wou’d be to little purpofe to
mention. ’Tis well known there can be
no Slavery greater than what is confequent
to the Dominion and Rule of fuch a
Paflion. Of all other, it is the leaft
manageable by Favour or Conceffion,
and afflumes the moft from Privilege
and Indulgence. What it cofts us in the
Modefly and Ingenuity of our Natures, and
in the Faith and Honefty of our Charaéters,
is as eafily apprchended by any-one
who will reflet. And it will from
hence appear, ¢ That there is no Paffion,
“ which in its Extravagance and “Excefs

“ more
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“ more neceffarily occalions Difosder and Part 2.

¢ Unhappinefs.” < \sﬁfz\/

NOW AS to that Paffion which is/N7E-
efteem’d peculiarly interefiing; as having REST
for its Aim the Pofleflion of Wealth, and
what we call a Settlement or Fortune in
- the World: If the Regard towards this
kind be moderate, and in a reafonable
degree ; if it occafion no paffionate Purfuit,
nor raifes any ardent Defire or Appetite,
there is nothing in this Cafe which is not
compatible with Virtue, and even futable
and beneficial to Society. - The publick as
well as private Syftem is advanc’'d by the
Induftry, which this Affetion excites,

Bue if it grows at length into a real Pajfion;
the Injury and Mifchief it does the Pub-
lick, is not greater than that which it
creates to the Perfon himfelf. Such a one
is in reality a Self-Oppreflor, and lies
heavier on himfelf than he can ever do on

Mankind.

How fara COvETING of AVARI-
Tious TEMPER is miicrable, needs
aot, furcly, be explain’d. Who knows
got how {mall a Portion of worldly Mat-
ters is fufficienc for a Man’s fingle Ufe
and Convenience; and how much his
Occafions and Wants might be contracted
and ceduc’d, if a jult Frugality were
o L2 ftudy’d,
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Interefl,

Life came once to be purfu’d with half
that Application, Induftry and Art, which
is beftow’d on Sumptuouinefs and Luxury ?
Now if Temperance be in reality fo
advantageous, and the Pra&ice as well
as the Confequences of it fo pleafing and
happy, as has been before exprefs'd; there
is little need, on the other fide, to men-
tion any thing of the Miferys attending
thofe covetous and eager Defires after
things which have no Bounds or Rule; as
being out of Nature, beyond which there
can be no Limits to Defire. For where
fhall we once ftop, when we are beyond
this Boundary? How fhall we fix or
afcertain a thing wholly wunnatural and
Unreafonable? Or what Method, what
Regulation fhall we fet to mere Imagination,
or the Exorbitancy of Fancy, in adding
Expence to Expence, or Pofleffion to Pof-
feflion ? ’ -

HencE that known Reftlefnefs of
covetous and eager Minds, in whatever State
or Degree of Fortune they are plac’d;
there being no thorow or real Satisfaction,
but a kind of Infatiablenefs belonging to
this Condition. For ’tis impoffible there
fhou’d be any real Enjoyment, except in
confequence of nafural and juff Appetite.

‘Nor do we readily call that an Enjoyment
of Wealth or of Horour, . when. thro

Coveto ufnefs
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Covetoufnefs or Ambition, the Dfire isPart 2.
ftill forward, and can never reft fatisfy’d N\~
with its Gains. But againft this Vice of § 2-
CovETOUSNESs, there is enough faid
continually in the World; and in our
common way of fpeaking, “ A covetous,

“ and a miferable Temper, has, in reality,

“ one and the fame Signification.”

N OR IS there lefs faid, abroad, as to Emslation.
the Ills of that other afpiring Temper,
which exceeds an honeft Emulation, or Love
of Praife, and pafles the Bounds even of
Vanity and Conceit.  Such is that Paffion
which breaks into an enormous PrRiDE
and AMBITION. Now if we confider
once the Eafe, Happinefs, and Security
which attend a modeft Difpofition and quiet
Mind, fuch as is of eafy Self-Command,
fitted to every Station in Society, and able
to fute it-felf with any reafonable Cir-
cumftances whatever ; ’twill, on the firft
View, -prefent us with the moft agreeable
and winning Chara&ter. Nor will it be
found neceflary after this to call to mind
the Excellence and Good of Moderation,
or the Mifchief and Self-Injury of im-
moderate Defires, and conceited fond
Imaginations of perfonal Advantage in fuch
things as Titles, Honours, Precedencys,
Fame, Glory, or vulgar Afonifoment, Ad-
miration and Applaufe.

L3 TH1s
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T H1s too is obvious, that as the De-
fires of this kind are rais’d, and become
impetuous, and out of our command; fo
the Averfions and Fears of the contrary
part, grow proportionably ftrong and
violent, and the Temper accordingly fuf-
picious, jealous, captious, fubjeét to Ap-
prehenfions from all Events, and uncapable
of bearing the leaft Repulfe or ordinary
Difappointment. And hence it may be
concluded, “ That all Reft and 8ecurity
‘“as to what is future, and all Peace,
* Contentednefs and Eafe as #0 wher is
‘ prefent, is forfeited by the afpiring Paf-
“ fions of this emulous kind; and by having
* the Appetites towards Glory and ourward
‘ Appearance thus tranfporting and beyond

¢ command.”

THERE is a certain Temper plac’d
often in oppofition to thofe eager and
afpiring Aims of which we have been
fpeaking. Not that it really excludes either
the Paffion of Covetotg/nle;j} or Ambition ;
but becaufe it hinders their Effe@s, and
keeps them from breaking into open Aion.
“Tis this Paffion, which by foothing the
Mind, and foftning it intoan EXCEssIvVE
Love of ResT and INDOLENCE,
renders high Awempts impraicable, and
reprefents as infuperable the Diﬁiculty;

o
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of 2 painful and laborious Courfe éwards Par¢ 2.
Wealth and Honours. Now tho an In- \~A~v
clination to Eafe, and a Love of moderate §. 2.
Recefs and Reft from A&ion, be as natural

and ufeful to us as the Inclination we have
towards Sleep; yet an exceflive Love of

Reft, and a contraed Averfion to A&ion

and Imployment, muft be a Difeafe in

the Mind equal to that of a Lethargy in

the Body.

How neceflary AQion and Exercife
are to the Body, may be judg’d by the
difference we find between thofe Con-
ftitutions which are accuftom’d, and - thofe
which are wholly Strangers to it; and
by the different Health and Complexion
which Labour and due Exercife create, in
comparifon ‘with that Habit of Body we
fee confequent to an indulg’d State of
Indolence and Reft, Nor is the lazy Habit
ruinous to zhe Body only. The languithing
Difeafe corrupts all the Enjoyments of
a vigorous and healthy Senfe, and carrys
its InfeGion into the Mind; where it
fpreads a worfe Contagion. For however

e Body may for a while hold out,
*tis impoffible” that the Mind, in which
the Diftemper is feated, can efcape without
an immediate Affli®ion and Diforder.
The Habic begets a Tedioufnes and
Anxiety, which influences the whole
Temper, and converts the unnatural Reft

" L4 into
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(> oY >
Indolence.

Humour, and Spleen: of which ~there
has been enough faid above, where we
confider'd the want of a due Ballance in
the Affections,

"T'1s certain that as in the Body, when
no Labour or natural Exercife is us'd,
the Spirits which want their due Im-
ployment, turn againft the Conftitution,
and find work for themfelves in a deftru@ive
way; o in @ Soul, or Mind, unexercis'd,
and which languithes for want of proper
Action and Emplayment, the Thoughts
and Affetions being obftruéted in their
due Courfe, and depriv’d of their natural
Energy, raife Difquier, and foment a
Tancorous Eagernefs agd tormenting Ir-
ritation. The Temper from hence be-
comes more impotent in Paffion, more
incapable of real Moderation, and like
prepard Fuel, readily takes fire by the
leaft Spark.

As to Interef, how far it is here
concern’d; how wretched that State is,
in which by this Habit a Man is plac’d,
towards all the Circumftances and Affairs
of Life, when at any time he is call'd to
Alion; how fubjected he muft be to all
Inconveniencies, wanting to himfelf, and
deprivid of the Affiftance of others ; whilft
being unfic for all Offices and Dutys of

' Society,
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Society, he yet of any other Perfoft moft Part 2,
needs the help of it, as being leaft able to v~

affift or fupport himfelf ; all this is obvious.
And thus ’tis evident, “ That to have this
¢ over-byaffing Inclination towards Ref;
‘< this flothful, fif?, o effeminate Temper,

« averfe to Labour and Imployment, is to :

 have an unavoidable Mifchief, and at-
# tendant Plague.”. ~

§ 2,

THUS have we confiderd the Seb‘i Self-Paf-
Paffions; and what the Confequence is Ofp.

their rifing beyond a moderate degree.
Thefe Affe@ions, as Self-interefting as
they are, can often, we fee, become
contrary to our real Intereft. They betray
us into moft Misfortunes, and into the
cateft of Unhappinefles, that of a pro-
igate and abjet Character. As they grow
imperious and high, they are the occafion
that a Creature in proportion becomes
mean and low. They are original to
that which we call Selfifbnefs, and give
rife to that fordid Difpofition of which
we have already fpoken. It appears there
can be nothing fa miferable in it-felf, or
fo wretched in its Confequence, as to be
thus impotent in Temper, thus mafter’d
by Paffion, and, by means of it, brought
under the moft fervile Subjetion to the
World.

"T19
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"T 18 evident withal, that as this Self/b-
mefs increafes in us, fo muft a cerwin
Subtlety, and Feignednefs of Carriage, which
naturally accompanys it. And thus tha
Candour and Ingenpity of our Natures,
the Eafe and Freedom of our Minds muft
be forfeited ; all Truft and Confidence in a
manner loft; and Sufpicions, fealoufys, and

- Envys multiply’d. A feparate End and

Intereff muft be every day more firongly
form’d in us; Generous Views and Motives
laid afide: And the more we are thus
fenfibly disjoin’d every day from Society
and our Fellows; the worfe Opinion
we fhall have of thofe uniting Paflions
which bind us in ftri@ Alliance and
Amity with others. Upon thefe Terms
we muft of courfe endeavour to filence
and fupprefs our natural and good Af-
fections: fince they are fuch as woud
carry us to the Good of Society, againft
what we fondly conceive to be our
private Good and Intereft; as has been
thewn.

Now if thefe SELFIsH PassIoNs,
befides what other ill they are the occafion
of, are withal the certain means of lofing
us our natural Affeitions; then (by what
has been prov’d before) ’tis evident,
« That they muft be the certain means of
¢ lofing us the chief Enjoyment of Life,

. “ and



concerning VI'R T U E. 163

“ and raifing in us thofe horrid and Part 2.
. unnatural Paffions, and that Savagenefs
“of Temper, which makes THE § 3.

*“GREATEST oF MISERYs, and
¢ the moft wretched State of Life:” as
remains for us to explain. _

SECT. IL

HE Paffions therefore, which, in7asrD

the laft place, we are to examine, £/
are thofe which lead neither tw 4 publickf{fg':a’z’fm,
nor a private Good ; and are neither of any fecions.
advantage to the Species in general, or the
Creature in particular. Thefe, in op-
pofition to -the ficial and natural, we call

the UNNATURAL AFFECTIONS.

OF this kind is that UNNATURAL fbume-
ond INHUMAN DELIGHT in bebolding ™"
Torments, and in.viewing Diftrefs, Calamity,
Blood, Maflfacre and Deftru@ion, with
a peculiar Joy and Pleafure. This has
been the reigning Paflion of many Tyrants,
and barbarous Nations; and belongs,
in fome degree, to fach Tempers as
have thrown off that Courteoufnefs of
Behaviour which retains in us a juft Re-
verence of Mankind, and prevents the

‘Growth of Harfhnefs and Brutality. ‘This

Paffion enters not where Civility or affable
Manners have the leaft place. Such is
the Nature of -what we call good Breedtgg,

: that

*
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that in the midft of many other Corrup-

A~V tions, it admits not of INHUMANITY,

Inbuma-
nity.

Potulancy.

or favage Pleafure. To fee the Sufferance
of an Enemy with cruel Delight may
proceed from the height of Anger, Re-
venge, Fear, andzother extended Self-
Paffions : But to delight in the Torture
and Pain of other Creatures indifferently,
Natives or Foreigners, of our own or of
another Species, Kindred or no Kindred,
known or unknown ; to feed, as it were,
on Death, and be entertain’d with dying

Agonys ; this has nothing in it accountable

in the way of Self-Intereft or private
Good above-mention’d, but is wholly and
abfolutely unnatural, as it is horrid and
miferable.

Tuere is another Affe@ion nearly
related to this, which is @ gay and frolickfome.
Delight in what is injurious to others ; a fort
of WaNTON MISCHIEVOUSNESS,
and Pleafure in what is deftru@ive; a
Paffion which inftead of being reftrain’d,
is ufually encourag’d in Children: fo that
’tis indeed no wonder if the Effefts of
it are very unfortunately felt in the World.
For ’twill be hard, perhaps, for any-one
to give a reafon why that Temper which
was us'd to delight in Diforder and
Ravage, when in a Nurfery; fhou'd
not afterwards find Delight in other
Difturbances, and be thg accafion of equal
' Mifchief
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Mifchief in Familys, amongft Friends, andPart 2.
in the Publick it-felf. But of this Paffion v~

‘there is not any foundation in Nature ; as 3 3--

has been explain’d.

MALICcE, MALJGNITY, or ILr-Maligniy.
WiLL, fuch as is grounded on no Self-
Confideration, and where there is no
Subje&t of Anger or Jealoufy, nor any thing

‘to .provoke or caufe fuch a Defire of doing
ill to another ; this alfo is of that kind of
Paffion.

Envy too, when it is fuch as arifes E»v-
from the Profperity or Happinefs of another
Creature no ways interfering with ours, is
of the fame kind of Paffion.

THERE is alfo among thefe, a fortMerofe-
of HATRED oF MANKIND AND™
SocieTy; a Paflion which has been .
known perfecly reigning in fome Men, and MBA4N-
has hadp: peculiargNar%e given to it. ATHROPT .
large fhare of this belongs to thofe who have
long indulg’d themfelves in a habitual
Morgfenefs, or who by force of ill Nature,
and ill Breeding, have contratted fuch a
Reverfe of Affability, and Civil Manners,
that to fee or meet a Stranger is offenfive.
‘The very Afpe& of Mankind is a Diftur-
bance to0 ’em, and they are fure always to
hate at firft fight. The Diftemper of this
kind is fometimes found to be in a

manner

.
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\’\N
Inbﬁxu-

lity, Bar-

barity.

Superfli-

tion,

favage Nations, and a plain Charaeriftick
of unciviliz’d Manners, and Barbarity. This
is the immediate Oppofite to the noble
AffeGion, which, in antient Language, was
term’d * Hofpitality, viz. extenfive Love
of Mankind, and R€lief of Strangers.

WE may add likewife to the number
of the unnatural Paffions, all thofe which
are raisd from SUPERsSTITION (as
beforemention’d) and from the Cufloms of
barbarous Countrys: All which are too
horrid and odious in themfelves, to need
any proof of their being miferable.

Umatral T g g g mightbe other Paffions nam’d,

Lufs.

fuch as unnatural Lufls in foreign Kinds or
Species, with other Perverfions of the
amorous Defire within our own. But as to
thefe Depravitys of Appetite, we need add
nothing here ; after what has been already
faid, on the Subje& of the more natural
Paffion. -

SucH as thefe are the only Affections
or Paflions we can ftritly call unnarural,
i, and of no tendency fo much as to any
feparate or private Good. Others indeed
there are which have this tendency, but

are {o exorbitant and out of meafure, fo

* See VOL.1IIL. p. 153, 154. inthe Notes.
beyond
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béyond the common Bent of ady ordinary Part 2.
Self-Paffin, and fo utterly contrary and “~ Vv~
abhorrent to all focial and natural Affection, § 3-
that they are generally call'd, and may be

juttly efteem’d unnatural and monfirous.

AMON G thefe may be reckon’d fuch Tramy.
an ENorMoUSs PRIDE or AMBITION,
fuch an ARRoGANCE and TyYRAN-
Ny, as woud willingly leave nothing
eminent, nothing free, nothing profperous
in the World : fuch an ANGER as wou'd
facrifice every thing to it-felf: fuch a
REVENGE as is never to be extinguifh’d,
nor ever fatisfy'd without the greateft
Crueltys : fuch an INVETERACY
and RANcOUR as feeks, as it were,
occafion to exert it-felf; and lays hold
of the leaft Subje, fo as often to make
the weight of its Malevolence fall even
upon fuch as are mere Objects of Pity
and Compaffion.

TREACHERY and INGRATITUDE T,
are in ftriCtnefs mere negative Vices; and p,.
in themfelves, no real Paflions; having
neither Averfion or Inclination belonging
0 them; but are derivd from the
Defe&, Unfoundnefs, or Corruption of the
Affedtions in general. But when thefe
Vices become remarkable in a Charaer,
and arife in a manper from Inclination
and Choice; when they are fo forWarg

an
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Book 2.and active, as to appear of their owr

VN accord, without any preﬂing' occafion; ’ts
apparent they borrow’ fomething of the
mere unnatural Paffions, and are deriv’d
from Malice, Envy, and Inveteracy; as
explain’d above. o

gz:‘}f“: “/ 1T MAY be objeted hete, that thefe
gencral.  Paflions, unnatural as they are, carry ftill
a fort of Pleafure with them ; and that
however barbarous a Pleafure it be, yet
ftill ic is a Pleafure and Satisfac?ion which
is found in Pride, or Tyranny, Revenge,
Malice, or Cruelty exerted. Now if it
be poffible in Nature, that any-one can
feel a barbarous or malicious Joy, other-
wife than in confequence of mere Anguifh
and Torment, then may we perhaps
allow this kind of Satisfaction to be call'd
Pleafure or Delight.  But the Cafe is
evidently contrary. To love, and to be
kind; to have focial or natural Affeétion,
Complacency and Good-Will, is to feel
immediate Satisfation and genuine Con-
tent. ’Tis in it-felf original foy, depending
on no preceding Pain or Uneafinefs ;
and producing nothing befide Satisfa&tion
merely. On the other fide, Animofity,
Hatred and Bitterne(s is original Mifery
and Torment, producing no other Pleafure
or Satisfattion, than as the unnatural
Defire is for the inftant fatisfy’d by fome-
thing
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thing which appeafes it. How §rong foever Part 2.
this Pleafure, therefore, may appear ; it only LY\
the more implies the Mifery of that State §- 3.
which produces it. For as the cruelleft
bodily Pains do by Intervals of Affuagement,
produce (as has been fhewn) the higheft
bodily Pleafure; fothe fierceft and moft
raging Torments of the Mind, do, by
certain Moments of Relief, afford the
greateft of mental Enjoyments, to thofe

who know little of the truer kind.

THE Men of gentleft Difpofitions, and Unmatarai
beft of Tempers, have at fome time or 5
other been fufficiently acquainted with
thofe Difturbances, which, at ill hours,
even fmall occafions are apt to raife. From -
thefe flender Experiences of Harfhnefs and
Ill-Humour, they fully know and will
confefs the ill Moments which are pafs’d,
"when the Temper is ever fo little gall'd or
fretwd. How muft it fare, therefore,
with thofe who hardly know any better
hours in Life; and who, for the greateft

rc of it, are agitated by a thorow active
g;lccn, a clofe and fettled Malignity, and
Rancour ? How lively muft be the Senfe of
cvery thwarting and controuling Accident ?
How great muft be the Shocks of
Difappointment, the Stings of Affront,
and tfé Agonys of a working Antipathy,

ainft the multiply’d Objes of Oftence ?
;gor can it be wonder’d at, if to Perfons
Vol 2. M ~ thus
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thus agitated and opprefs’d, it feems a high
Delight to appeafe and allay, for the while
thofe furious and rough Motions, by an
Indulgence of their Paffion in Mifchief
and Revenge.

Now as to the<onfequences of this
unnatural State, in refpe&t of Intereft, and
the common Circumftances of Life ; upon
what Terms a Perfon who has in this
manner loft all which we call Nature, can
be fuppos’d to ftand, in refpect of the
Society of Mankind ; how he feels himfelf
in it; what Senfe he has of his own
Difpofition towards others, and of the
mutual Difpofition of others towards him-
felf : this is eafily conceiv’d. :

W HAT Injoyment or Reft is there for
one who is not confcious of the merited
Affe¢tion or Love, but, on the contrary,
of the IlI-Will and Hatred of every human
Soul ? What ground muft this afford for
Horrour and Defpair? What foundation
of Fear, and continual Apprehenfion from
Mankind, and from fuperiour Powers ?
How thorow and deep muft be that
Melancholy, which being once miov'd, has
nothing foft or pleafing from the fide of
Friendfhip, to allay or divert it? Where-
ever fuch a Creature turns himfelf s
which-ever way he cafts his Eye; every
thing around muft appear ghaftly and

horrid;
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horrid ; every thing hoftile, and; as it were, Part 2.
bent againft a private and fingle Being, who v~
is thus divided fram every thing, and at § 3-
defiance and war with the reft of Nature,

T'1s thus, atlaft, that A MiND be-
comes @ Wildernefs ; %erc all is laid wafte,
every thing fair and goodly remov’d, and
nothing extant befide what is favage and
deform’d. Now if Banifhment from one’s
Country, Removal to a foreign Place, or
any thing which looks like Solitude or
Defertion, be fo heavy to endure; what
muft it be to feel this 7nward Benifbment,
this real Efrangement from human
Commerce ; and to be after this manner in
a Defart, and in the horrideft of Solitudes,
even when in the midft of Society ? What
mutft it be to live in this Difagreement with
every thing, this Irreconcilablenefi and
Oppofition to the Order and Government of
the Univerfe ?

HENCE it appears, That the greateft
of Miferys accompanys that State which
is confequent to the Lofs of natural
Affe&tion; and That To HAVE THOSE
HORRID, MONSTROUS,AND UNNATURAL
AFFECTIONS, I8 TO BE MISERABLE
IN THE HIGHEST DEGREE.

M2 C O N-
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CONCLUSION.

HUS have we endeavour'd to prove

I what was progos'd in the beginning,

And fince ? the common and

known Senfe of Vice and Illnefi, no-one
can be vitious or ill, except either,

1. By the Deficiency or Weaknefs of
natural Affeétions;

O, 2. by the Violence of the felfifh;
OR, 3. by fuch as are plainly wnnatural :

It muft follow, that if each of thefe
are pernicious and deftruive to the Crea-
ture, infomuch that his compleateft State
of Mifery is made from hence; To BE
WICKED OR VITIOUS, IS TO BE
MISERABLE AND UNHAPPY.

AND fince every vitious A&ion muft in
proportion, more or lefs, help towards
this Mifchief, and Seff-I//; it muft follow
That EVERY VITIOUS ACTION MUST
BE SELF-INJURIOUS AND IL1L.

EORRRON

On the other fidé; zhe Happinefi and
Good of Vir TUE has been prov'd from
¢he contrary Effe® of other Aﬁ'céhons'f s

uch
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fuch as are according to Nature, and the Part 2.
Oeconomy of . the, Species or Kind. We VN
have caft up-all thofe Particulars, from
whence (as by way of Addition and
Subftrattion) the main Swm or general
Account of Happinefi: is either augmented
or diminifth’d. - And if there be no Article
exceptionable in. this Scheme of Moral
Arithmetick; the Subje& treated may be
faid to have an evidence as great as thac
which is found in Numbers, or Mathema-
ticks. For let us carry Scepticifin ever fo far;
let us doubt, if we can, of every thing
about us ; we cannot doubt of what pafles
within ourfelves. Our Paflions and Af-
feQions are known to us. They are certain,
whatever the Objes?s may be, on which they
are employ’d. Nor is it of any concern to
our Argument, how thefe exteriour Objects
ftand ; whether they are Realitys, or mere
Illufions; whether we wake or dream. For
#ll Dreams will be equally difturbing: And

a good Dream (if Life be nothing elfe) will
be eafily and happily pafs’d. In this Dream
of Life, therefore, our Demonftrations have
the fame force ; our Ballance and Oeconomy
hold good, and our Obligationto VIRTUE

is in every refpet the fame.

Upron the whole: There is not, I
prefume, the leaft degree of Certainty
wanting, in what has been faid concerning
the Preferablenefs of the mental Pleafures

: M 3 e
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Book 2.20 the fenfual; and even of the fenfual,

A~ accompany'd with good Affection, and under a

Conclefer somperate and rigft ufe, to thofe which are
no ways refirain’d, nor fupported by any thing
Jocial or affectionate.

NoRr is there lefs Evidence in what has
been faid, of the united Struéture and
Fabrick of the Mind, and of thofe Paffions
which conftitute the Temper, or Soul ; and
on which its Happinefs or Mifery fo
immediately depend. It has been fhewn,
That in this Conflitution, the impairing of
any one Part muft inftantly tend to the
diforder and ruin of other Parts, and of the
Whole it-felf ; thro the neceflaty Gonnexron
and Ballance of the AffeGtions: That thofe
very Paffions thro which Men are vitious,
are of themfelves a Torment and Difeafe ;
and that whatfoever is done which is
knowingly #//, muft be of i/l Confcioufnefs ;
and in proportion, as the A& is ill, muft
impair and corrupt focial Enjoyment, and
deftroy both the Capacity of kind Affeition,
and the Cori(cioz{/heyi of meriting any fuch.
So that neither can we participate thus in
Joy or Happinefs with others, or receive
Satisfaion from the mutual Kindnefs or
imagin’d Love of others : on which, however,
the greateft of all our Pleafures are founded.

I'r this be the Cafe of moral Deliriquency;
and if the State which is confequent
0
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to this Defection from Nature, be of all Part 2.
* other: the moft horrid, oppreflive, and LV~
miferable ; "twill appear, * Tiat to yield or -

“ confent to any thing ill or immoral, is a

“ Breach of Intereft, and leads to the greateft

« Il 2 and, Tlﬁ_ on the other fide,

«« Every.. thing whicW is an Improvement

“ of Virtue, or an Eftablifbment of right
 Affection and Integrity, is an Advancement

“ of Intereft, and leads to the greateft and

“ moft folid Happinefs and Enjoyment.”’

T Hus the Wifdom of what rules, and
is F1rRsT and CHIEF in Nature, has
made ‘it to be according to the private
Intereff and Good of every-one, to work
towards the general Good ; which if a
Creature ceafes to promote, he is actually
fo far wanting to himfelf, and ceafes to
promote his own Happinefs and Welfare.
He is, on this account, directly his own
Enemy : Nor can he any otherwife be good
or ufeful to himfelf, than as he continues
ig]ood to Society, and to that #hole of which

e is himfelf 2 Part. So that VIRT UE,
which of all Excellencys and Beautys
is the chief, and moft amiable ; zhat
which is the Prop and Ornament of human
Affairs ;  which upholds Communitys,
~ mnaikaing  Union, Friendthip, and Cor-
refpondence amongft Men ; zbat by which
Countrys, as well as private Familys, flourith
and are happy; and for want of which

M4 every-
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Book 2. every-thing comgly, con X:cuous, greatand
Worth muft perith, and go to ruin; bat
" fingle Qt;alzty, t}fns beneficial to all Socxcty,
and to Mankind 7 general, is found equally
a Happinefs and Good to each Creature
in particular 3 and is tbat by which alone
Man can be happy, and without which he
muft be mifera f

AND, thus, VIRTUE is the Good, and
VicE the IUl of every-one.

TREATISE
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PART L

PHILOCLES to PALEMON,

H AT Mortal, if he had

never chanc’d to hear your

Characer, PALEMoN,cou’'d

imagine that a Genius fitted

for the greateft Affairs, and form’d amidft
Courts and Camps, fhou’d have fo violent
a Turn towards Philofophy and the Schgsils?
o
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Part 1. Who is there cou’d pofiibly believe, that

A~ one of your Rank and Credit in the
fafbionable World, thou'd e fo thorowly
converfant in the Jearned one, and deeply
interefted in the Affairs of a People fo dif-
agreeable to the Geserality of Mankind
and Humour of the Age ?

I BeL1EVE truly, You are the only
well-bred Man who wou’d have taken
the Fancy to talk Philofophy in fuch a
Circle of good Company as we had round
us yefterday, when we were in your Coach
together, in the Park. How you cou’'d
reconcile the Obje@s there, to fuch Sub-
jets as thefe, was unaccountable. I cou’d
only conclude, that either you had an
extravagant Paffion for Philofophy, to quit
fo many Charms for it; or that fome of
thofe tender Charms had an extravagant
ll:{ﬁic.é% which fent you to Philofophy for

c le °

In either cafe I pity’'d you; thinking it

a milder Fate, to be, as I truly was, for my
own part, g more indifferent Lover. *Twas
better, I told you, to admire Beauty and
Wifdom a little more moderately. ’Twas
better, I maintain’d, to ingage fo cautioufly
as to be fure of coming off with a whole
Heart, and a Fancy as ftrong as ever to-
wards all the pretty Entertainments and
Diverfions of the World, For thefe,
: methought,




A REHAPSODY. 183

methought, wgre. things one wou'd notSe&. r.
willingly part with, for a fine Romantick V™V,
Paffion of one gf thofe Gentlemen whom

they call’d Virtuofo's.

Tue Name I tgok to belong in -
common to your Lover and Philofopber. No
matter what the Obje® was; whether
Poetry, Mufick, Philofophy, or tke Fair.
All who were enamour’d any-way, were in
the fame Condition. You might perceive
it (I wld you) by their Looks, their
Admiration, their profound Thoughtfulnefs,
their waking ever and anon as out of a
Dream, their talking ftill of one thing, and
fcarce minding what they faid on any other
Subject.——Sad Indications!-

BuT all this Warning ferv’d not to
deter you. Foryou, PALEMON, are one
of the Adventurous, whom Danger rather
animates than difcourages. And now
nothing lefs will fatisfy you than to have
our Philofophical Adventures recorded. All
mutft be laid before you, and fum’d in one
compleat Account ; to rémain, it feems, asa
Monumentofthatunfeafonable Converfation,
fo oppofite to the reigning Genius of
Gallantry and Pleafure.

I. MUST own, indeed, ’tis become
fathionable in oyr Nation to talk Politicks
in
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Part 1. in every Company, and mix the Difcourfes

e

PHILO-

SOPHY.

of State-Affairs with thofe’ of Pleafure and
Entertainment. Howeveg ’tis certain we
approve of no fuch Freedom in PuiLo-
sopy. Nor do we look upon Politicks
to be of her Province, or in the leaft related
to her. So much have we Moderns

“degraded her, and firipp'd her of her chief

Rights.

You muft allow me, PALEM oN, thus
to bemoan Pbilofophy ; fince you have forc’d
me to ingage with her at a time when her
Credit runs fo low. She is no longer aé#ive
in the World; nor can hardly, with any
advantage, be: brought upon the publick
Stage. 'We have immur’d her (poor Lady )
in Colleges and Cells; and have fet her
fervilely to fuch Works as thofe in the Mines.
Empiricks, and Pedantick Sophifts are her
chief Pupils. The School-Syllogifn, and
the Elixir, are the choiceft of her Products.
So far is the from producing Statéefmen, as
of old, that hardly any Man of Note in
the Publick cares w own .the leaft
Obligation to her. If fome few maintain
their Acquaintance, and come now and

- then to her Recefles, ’tis as the Difciple of

Morals.

Quality came to his Lord @nd Matter;
« fecretly, and by Night.”

Bur as low as PuiLosopuyY is
reduc’d; if Morals be allow’d belonging to
her,
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her, Politicks mpft undeniably be hers. For Sect. 1.
to underftand the Manners and Conftitutions @ VN
of Men iz com#on, ’tis necefiary to ftudy

M a N in particular, and know the Creature

as he is in himfelf, before we confider him

in Company, as he is interefted in the

State, or join'd to any City or Community.
Nothing is more Tamiliar than to reafon’
concerning Man in his confederate State

and 7ational Relation; as he ftands ingag’d

to this or that Society, by Birch or
Naturalization: Yet, to confider him as a
Citizen or Commoner of the World, to trace

his Pedegree a ftep higher, and view his

End and Conftitution in Nazwre it-felf, muft

pafs, it feems, for fome intricate or over-
refin’d Speculation,

IT may be propetly alledg’d, perhaps, as
2 Reafon for this general Shynefs in Moral
Inguirys; that the People 1o whom it has
principally belong’d to handle thefe Subjects,
have done it in fuch 2 manner as to put
the better Sort out of -countenance with
the Undertaking. The appropriating this
Concern to mere Scholaflicks, has brought
their Fathion and Air into the very Subje&.
There are formal Ses-Places, where, we
reckon, there is enough faid and taught on
the Head of thefe graver Subjetts. We
can give no quarter to-any thing like it
in good Company. The leaft mention

of fuch matters gives us a difguft, and
, puts
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Parc 1. puts us out of humour. If Learning
L V™I comes a-crofs us, we count it Pedantry; if
“EY% Morality, 'tis Preaching. ®

O~ E muft own this, however, as a real
Difadvantage of our modern Converfations ;
that by fuch a fcrupulous Nicety they lofe
thofe Mafculine Helps of Learning and
found Reafon. Even the Fair Sex, in
whofe Favour we pretend to make this
Condefcenfion, may«with reafon defpife us
for it, and laugh at us for aiming at their
peculiar Softnefs. ’Tis no Compliment to
them, to affe® their Manners, and be
effeminate. Our Senfe, Language, and
Siile, as well as our Voice, and Perfon,
fhow’d have fomething of that Male-
Feature, and natural Roughnefs, by which
our Sex is diftinguith’d. And whatever
Politenefs we may pretend to, ‘tis more a
‘Disfigurement than any real Refinement of
Difcourfe, to render it thus delicate,

Stile. N o Work of Wit can be efteem'd perfe@
without thact Strength and Boldnefs of
Hand, which gives it Body and Proportions.
A good Piece, the Painters fay, muft have
good Mufeling as well as Colouring and
Drapery.  And furely no Writing or
Difcourfe, of any great moment, can
feem other than enervated, when neither
ftrong Reafon, nor Antiquity, nor the
Records of Things, nor the natural Hiftory

of
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of Man, nor any-thing which can beSe&. 1.
call’d Knowledg, dares accompany it ; L VN
except perhaps gn fome ridiculous Habir,

which may give it an Air of Play and
Dalliance.

T HIS brings to my Mind a Reafon I
have often foughe for; Why we Moderns,
who abound fo much in Treatifes and Ejfays,
are {o fparing in thewayof * D1aLoGuUE; DI 4
which heretofore was found the politeft L0 CUE:
and beft way of managing even the graver
Subje@ts. The truth is; ’twou'd be .an
abominable Falthood and belying of the
Age, to put fo much good Senfe together
in any one Converfation, as might make it
bold out fteddily, and with plain Coherence,
for an hour’s time, till any one Subject had
been rationally examin’d.

T o lay Colours, to draw, or defcribe,
againft the Appearance of Nature and
Truth, is a Liberty neither permitted the
Painter nor the Poet. Much lefs can zbe
Philofopher have fuch a Privilege ; efpecially
in bis own Cafe. If he reprefents his
Philofophy as making any Figure in
Convergtion ; if he triumphs in the Debate,
and gives his own Wifdom the advantage

 ®'Sce VOL. L pag. 193, 4» §» 6, 7, &c. VOL.IIL
g, 290 &e. : over
”



188

7he MORALISTS,

Part 1. over the World’s; he may be liable to
U YN found Raillery, and poffibly be made &

A Fable.

Fable of. .

*T 15 faid of the Lion, that being in civil
Conference with the Man, he wifely refus’d
to yield the Superiority of Strength to him ;
when, inftead of Faé, the Man produc’d
only certain Pigures and Reprefentations of
human Vi&orys over the Lion-kind. Thefe
Matfter-pieces of Art the Beaft difcover’d 1o
be wholly of human Forgery: and from
thefe he had good right to appeal. Indeed
had he ever in his life been witnefs to any
fuch Combats as the Man reprefented to
him in the way of Art; poffibly the
Example might have mov’d him. But old
Statues of 2a HERcULES, a THESEUS,
or other Beaft-Subduers, cou’d have little
power over him, whilft he neither faw
nor felc any fuch living Antagonift capable
to difpute the Ficld with him.

WE need not wonder, therefore, that
the fort of Moral Painting, by way of
Dialogue, is fo much out of fathion; and
that we fee no more of thefe Philofophical
Portraitures now-a-days. For where are zbe
Originals¢ Or what tho you (PALEMON)
or I, by chance, bhave lighted on fuch
a one; and pleas’d our-felves with zbe
Life? Can you imagine it fhouw’d make a4
good Picture?

YOU
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Se&. 1.
(P Ve g

YOU know rpo: that in this Academick Academifis.

Philofophy I am to preferit you with,
there is a certain way of Queftioning and
- Doubting, which no-ways futes the Genius
of our Age. Men love to take party
inftandy. They can’t bear being kept in
fufpence. The Examination torments ’em.
They want to be rid of it, upon the eafieft
terms.  “Tis as if Men fancy’d themfelves
drowning, whenever they dare truft to the
Current of Reafon. They feem’ hurrying
away, they know not whither; and are
ready to catch at the firft Twig. There
they chufe afterwards to hang, tho ever fo
infecurely, rather than truft their Strength
to bear 'em above Water. He who has got
hold of an Hypothefis, how flight foever, is
fatisfy’d. He can prefently anfwer every
Objection, and, with a few Terms of Art,

give an account of every thing without
trouble.

’Tls no wonder if in this Age the Zhymif:.

Philofophy of the Alchymifts prevails fa
much : fince it promifes fuch Wonders, and
requires more the Labour of Hands than
Brains. We have a ftrange Fancy to be
Creators, a violent Defire at leaft to know
the Knack or Secret by which Nature does
~all.  The reft of our Philofophers only aim
at that in Speculation, which our Alchymifts

afpire
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Part I.afpire to in Pra@ice. For with fome of

V™ thefe it has been actually under deliberation

' how to make Man, by other Mediums than
Nature has hitherto provided. Every Sect
has a Recipe.  When you know it, you are
Mafter of Nature: you folve all her *
Phenomena : you fee all her Defigns, and
can account for all her Ogcrations. If need
were, you might, perchance too, be of
her Laboratory, and work for her. At
leaft one wou’d imagine the Partizans of
cach modern Se& had this Conceit. They -
are all ARCHIMEDES's in their way;
and can make a World upon ecafier Terms
than he offer’d to move one.

Degmatif.  IN fhort; there are good Reafons for
our being thus fuperficial, and confequently
thus - dogmatical in Philofophy. We
are too lazy and effeminate, and withal a
lile too cowardly, to dare doubt. The
decifive way beft becomes our Manners.
It futes as well with our Vices as with
our Superftition. Which-ever we are fond
of, is fecur’d by it. If in favour of
Religion we have efpous’d an Hypothefis,
on which our Faith, we think, depends;
we are fuperftitioufly careful not to be
loofen’d in it. If, by means of our ill
Morals, we are broken with Religion ;
’tis the fame Cafe ftill: We are as much

* Sec VOL. IL p. 160. .
afraid
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afraid of Doubting. We muft be fure toSe&. 3.
fay, « It cannot be;” and “ °Tis Demon- VN
« firable: Forotherwile Who knows? And
“ not to know, is to yield !” ———

Tuus we will needs £now every thing,
and be at the pains of examining nothing,
Of all Philofophy, therefore, how abfo-
lutely the moft difagreeable muft that -
appear, which goes upon no eftablifh’d
Hypothefis, nor prefents us with any flatter-
ing Scheme, talks only of Probabilitys,
Sufpence of Judgment, Inquiry, Search,
and Caution not to be impos’d on, or deceiv’d?
This is that Academick Difcipline in which guiens.
formerly * the Youth were train’d: when
not only Horfemanthip and Military Arts
had their publick Places of Exercife; but
Philofophy too had its Wreftlers in repute.
Reafon and Wit had their Academy, and
underwent this T'rial ; not in a formal way,
apart from the World; but openly, among
the better fort, and as an Exercife of the
genteeler kind. This the greateft Men
were pot atham’d to prattife, in the Inter-
vals of publick Affairs, in the higheft Sta-
tions and Employments, and at the lateft
hour of their Lives. Hence that way of
Di1Atroc uEg, and Patience of Debate and
Reafoning, of which we have fcarce a
Refemblance left in any of our Converfations,
at this feafon of the World.

® See VOL. L p. 333, &c.and Notes.
VOlo 2. N CON.
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CONSIDERthen,PAL EMON, what
our Piglure is like to prove: and how it
will appear ; efpecially in the Light you
have unluckily chofen to fet it. For who-
wou'd thus have confronted Philofophy
with the Gaiety, Wit, and Humour of
the Age? —If this, however, can be
for your Credit, I am content. The Pro-

je& is your own. ’Tis you who have

match’d Philofopby thus unequally. There-
fore leaving you to anfwer for the
Succefs, I begin this inaufpicious Work,
which my ill Starsand you have affign’d me;
and in- which I hardly dare ask Succour of
the Mufes, as Poetical as I am oblig’d to
fhew my-felf in this Enterprize.

SECT. IL

“ WRETCHED State of Man-
« kind! Haplefs Nature, thus
“ to have errd in thy chief Workman-
“ fhip! Whence fprang this fatal
“ Weaknefs? What Chance or Deftiny
“ fhall we accufe? Or fhall we mind
¢ the Poets, when they fing thy Tragedy
“(ProMETHEUSs!) who with thy ftoln
¢ Celeftial Fire, mix'd with vile Clay,
¢ didft mock Heaven's Countenance, and
“ in abufive Likenefs of the Immortals

¢ mad'ft
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« mad'ft the Compound MaN ; thatSec. 3.
s wretched Mortal, i/ to himfelf, and~\J
« Caufe of I/ 1o all.’——

WuaT fay you, PALEMON, to this
“Rant, now upon fecond thoughts? Or
have you forgot ’twas juft in fuch a
romantick Strain that you broke out againft
Human Kind, upon a Day when every
thing look’d pleafing, and the Kind it-felf
(I thought ) never appear’d fairer, or
made a beuter fhew ?

BuT ’twas not the whole Creation you
thus quarrel’d with: Nor were you fo out
of conceit with 2/ Beauty. The Verdure
of the Field, the diftant Profpeéts, the
gilded Horizon, and purple Sky, form'd
by a fecting Sun, had Charms in abun-
dance, and were able to make impreffion
on you. Here, PALEMON, you allow'q
me to admire as much as I pleas'd ; when,
at the fame inftant, yeu wou’d not bear
my talking to you of thofe nearer Beautys
of our own Kind, which I thought more
natural for Men at our Age to admire.
Your Severity however cou’d not filence
me vpon this Bubje. I continu'd to
plead the Caufe of zbe Fair, and advance

“their Charms above all thofe other
Beautys of Nature. - And when you took
advantage from this Oppofition, to thew how
little there was of Nature, and how much

*N2 of
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Part 1. of Art in what I admir’d, I made the beft

v~ Apology T cou’d ; and fighting for Beaury,
kept the Field as long as there was one
Fair-one prefent.

ConNsIDERING how your Genius ftood
inclin’d to Poetry, I wonder'd moft to find
you on a fudden grown fo out of conceit
with our Modern Poets, and Gallant Wri-
ters ; whom I quoted to you, as better Au-
thoritys than any Antient in behalf of the
Fair Sex, and their Prerogative. But this
you treated flightly. You acknowledg’d it
to be true indeed, what had been obferv'd
by fome late Wits ; “ That GALLANTRY
“ was of a modern Growth.” And well it
might be fo, you thought, without dithonour
to the Antients; who underftood Truth and
Nature too well to admit fo ridiculous an
Invention,

"TwAs in vain therefore, that I held
up this Shield in my defence. I did my
Caufe no fervice, when in behalf of zbe
Fair T pleaded all the fine things which are
ufually faid, in this romantick way, to their
advantage. You attack'd the very For-
trefs of Gallantry, ridicul'd the Point of
Honour, with all thofe nice Sentiments and
Ceremonials belonging to it. You damn’d
even our Favourite Novels; thofe dear
{weet natural Pieces, writ moft of ’em by
the Fair Sex themfelves. " In fhort, this

' whole
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whole Order and Scheme of Wit you con- Se. 2.
demn’d abfolutely, as falfe, monfirous, and NV~
GoTHIck; quite out of the way of
Nature, and {prung from the mere Dregs of
Chivalry or Knight-Errantry ; a thing which
in it-felf you prefer’d, as of a better Tafte
than that which reigns at prefent in its
ftead. Forat atime when this Myftery of
Gallantry carry’d along with it the Notion of
doughty Knighthood ; when the Fair were
made Witnefies, and, in a manner, Partys
to Feats of Arms, enter’d intoall the Points
of War and Combat, and were won by
dint of Launce and manly Prowefs; ‘twas
not altogether abfurd (you thought) on
fuch a foundation as this, to pay ’em
Homageand Adoration, make ’em the Stan-
dard of Witand Manners, and bring Man-
kind under their Laws. But in a Country
where no She-Saints were worfhip’d by any
Authority from Religion, ’twas as imper-
tinent and fenflefs, as it was profane, to
deify the Sex, raife ’em to a Capacity
above what Nature had allow'd, and treat
’em with 2 Refpec? which in the natural
way of Love they themfelves were the
apteft to complain of.

INDEED as for the Moral Part, ’twas
wonderful (you faid) to obferve the
Licentioufnefs which this foppifh courtly
Humour had eftablith’d in the World.

What fuch a flattering way of Addrefs to all
N 3 ’ the
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Part 1.the Sex in common cou’d mean, you knew

VN not; unlefs it were to render ’em wholly

Gallantry. common indeed, and make each Fair-one
apprehend that the Publick had a right ta
her; and that Beauty was too communi-
cative and divine a Thing, to be made a
Property, and confin’d to Oze at once.

MEAN while our Company began to
leave us. The Beau-Monde, whom you
had been thus feverely cenfuring, drew off
apace: for it %:'ew late. I took notice
that the approaching Obje@s of the Night
were the more agreeable to you, for the
Solitude they introduc’d; and that the
Moon and Planets which began now ta
appear, were in reality the only proper
Company for a Man in your Humour,
For now you began to talk with much
Satisfattion of natural Things, and of all
Orders of Beautys, M anN only excepted,
Never did I hear a finer Defcription than
you made of the Order of the Heavenly
Luminarys, the Circles of the Planets, and
their attendant Sarellites. And you who
wou'd allow nothing to thofe fair earthly
Luminarys in the Circles which juft now
we movd in; you, PALEMON, who
feem'd to overlook the Pride of that -
Theatre, began now to look out with
Ravifhment on this other, and triumph in
the new Philofophical Scene of Worlds

. unknown,
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unknown. Here, when you had pretty well Se&. 2.
fpent the firft Fire of your Imagination, I & Vv
wou’d have got you to reafon more calmly

with me upon that other Part of the
Creation, your own Kind; to which (I told

you) you difcover’d fo much Averfion, as Mian-
wou'd make one believe you a compleat*”®-

T 1 MoN, or Man-hater.

“ CaN you then, O PuiLocLEs,
(faid you in a high ftrain, and with a
moving air of Paffion) “ Can you believe
“ me of that Chara&er? Or can you think
“ it of me in earneft, that being M aN,
« and confcious of my Nature, I thou'd
“ have yet fo little of Humanity, as not to
« feel the Affections of 2 Man? Or feeling
¢ what is natural towards my Kind, that I
¢« fhou’d hold their Intereft light, and be
« indifferently affeCted with what affeéts
«¢ or ferioufly concerns them? Am I foill
« a Lover of my Country? Or is it that
« you find me indeed fo ill 2 Friend? For
« what are all Relations elfe? What are
« the Ties of private Friendfhip, if that
“ to Mankind be not obliging? Can there
“ be yet a Bond in Nature, if That be
“ none? O PuiLocLEs! Believe me
« when I fay I feel it one, and fully prove
« jts Power, within me. Think not that
“ I wou'd willingly break my Chain:
¢« Nor count me fo degenerate or unnatural,
“as whilt I hold this Form, apd

N 4 “ wear
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wear a human Heart, I thou’d throw

off Love, Compaffion, Kindnefs, and

not befriend Mankind. But O what
Treacherys! what Diforders! And how
corrupt is all! Did you not obferve
¢’en now, when all this Space was
fil'd with goodly Rows of Company,
how peaceful all appear’d. What
Charms there are in publick Companys!
What Harmony in Courts and Courtly
Places! How pleas’d is every Face!
How courteous and humane the general
Carriage and  Behaviour ! — What
Creature capable of Refle@tion, if he
thus faw us Mankind, and faw no more,
wou'd not believe our Earth g wery
Heaven? What Foreigner (the Inha-
bitant, fuppofe, of fome near Planet)
when he had travel’d hither, and
furvey’d this outward Face of things,
wou’d think of whar lay hid beneath the
Mask ? ————— Butlet him ftay a while.
Allow him leifure ; till he has gain'da
nearer View, and following our diffolv’d
Affemblys to their particular Recefes,
he has the power of feeing ’em' in
this new Afpect. Here he may behold
thofe Great Men of the Miniftry,
who not an hour ago in publick appear’d
fuch Friends, now plotting craftily each
other’s Ruin, with the Ruin of the State
it-felf, a Sacrifice to their Ambition.

¢ Here he may fee too thofe of a fofter

¢ kind,

- e ——— -
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« kind, who knowing not Ambition,Sect, 2.
« follow only Love Yet (PHILOCLES)wA~v
¢ who wou'd think it?” '

AT thefe words, you may remember,
I difcover'd the Lightnefs of my Temper,
and laugh’d aloud; which I cou’d hardly
hope you wou’d have pardon’d, had I not
freely told you the true reafon. ’Twas
not for want of being affeGted with what
you fpoke. I only imagin’da more parti-
cular Caufe had provok’d you, whenhaving
pafs’d over the Ambitious, you were
coming full-charg’d againft the People of
a fofter Paffion. At firft, I look’d on you
as deeply in the Spleen: But now I
concluded you 7z Love, and fo unhappily
ingag’d as to have reafon to complain of
Infidelity. ¢ This, thought I, has mov’d
“ PareMon thus. Hence the fad World!
« Here was that Corruption, and thofe
¢ Diforders he lamented !”

AFTER Ihad begg’d pardon for mycau o
rude Mirth, which had the good fortunell:
however to make fome Change in your
Humour; we fell naturally into cool
Reafoning about the Nature and Caufe of
ILL in general: ¢« Thro what Contin-

s« gency, what Chance; by what fatal
« Neceffity, whatWill, or what Permiffion it
““ came upon the World; or being come

‘ ¢¢ once,
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Part 1. once, fthou'd ftill fubfit.” This * In-

f f
Caufe 9
ln.

quiry, which with flight Reafoners is eafily
got over, ftuck hard, I found, with one
of your clofe Judgment and Penetration.
And this infenfibly led us into a nice
Criticifm of N AT u R E ; whom you fharply
arraign’d for many Abfurditys you thought
her guilty of, in relation to Mankind, and
his peculiar State.

F a1~ wou'd I have perfuaded you to
think with more Equality of NATURE,
and to proportion her Defets a litle
better. My Notion was, that the Grievance
lay not altogether in ome parr, as you
plac’d it; burt that every #hing had its fhare
of Inconvenience. Pleafure and Pain,
Beauty and Deformity, Good and Il
feem’d to me every-where interwoven ;
and one with another made, I thought, a
pretty Mixture, agreeable enough, in the
main. 'Twas the fame, I fancy'd, as in
fome of thofe rich Stuffs, where the
Flowers and Ground were oddly put
together, with fuch irregular Work, and
contrary Colours, as look’d ill iz zhe
Pattern, but mighty natural and well 7 zbe
Piece.

But you were ftill upon Extremes.
Nothing wou’d ferve to excufe the Faults

# Treatife IV. Sce the Beginning.
or
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or Blemithes of this Part of the Creation, Se. 2.
MANKIND; even tho all befides were VN
fair, without a Blemith. The very Storms
and Tempefts had their Beauty in your
account, thofe alone excepted, which arofe
in Human Breafts. *Twas only for this
turbulent Race of Mortals you offer’d to
accufe Nature. And I now found why you
had been fo tranfported with the Story
of PRoMETHEUSs. You wanted fuch
an Operator as this for Mankind: And
you were tempted to wifh the Story cou’d
have been confirm’d in modern Divinity;
that clearing the Supreme Powers of any
Concern or Hand in the ill Workmanthip,
you might have the liberty of inveighing
againtt it, without Profanenefs.

T u1s however, Itold you, was but a
flight Evafion of the Religious Poets
among the Antients. 'Twas eafy to
anfwer every Obje&tion by a PromE-
THEUs: as, “ Why had Mankind
« originally fomuch Folly and Perverfenefs ?
« Why fo much Pride, fuch Ambition,
« and ftrange Appetites? Why fo many
« Plagues, and Curfes, entaild on him
« and his Pofterity ?”—PROMETHEUS
was the Caufe. The Plaftick Artift, with
his unlucky Hand, folv’d all. * *Twas
“ His Contrivance (they faid) and He
f¢ was to anfwer for it.” They reckon’d
it a fair Gamg, if they cou’d gain 2 fingle

' Remove,
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Part 1. Remove, and put the Ewvi/ Caufé farther.
“~~~ off. If the People ask’d a Queftion, they
Cofef told ’em a Tale, and fent 'em away
fatisfy’d. None befides a few Philofophers
wou'd be fuch Bufy-bodys (they thought)
as to look beyond, or ask a fecond

Queftion.

A ND in reality, continud I, ’tis not to
be imagin’d how ferviceable a Tale is, to
amufe others befides mere Children; and
how much eafier the Generality of Men
are paid in this Paper-Coin, than in
Sterling Reafon. We oughtnat to laugh fo
readily at the Indian Philofophers, who to
fatisfy their People how this huge Frame
of the World is fupported, tell ’em ’tis
by an Elephant.——And the Elephant
how ?——A fhreud Queftion! but which
by no means fhou’d be anfwerd. ’Tis
here only that our Indian Philofophers are
to blame. They fhou’d be contented with
the Elephant, and go no further. But they
have @ Tortoife in referve; whofe Back,
they think, is broad enough. So the
Tortoife muft bear thenew Load: And thus
the matter ftands worfe than before.

THE Heathen Story of PromeE-
THEUS was, I told you, much the fame
with this Indian one: only the Heathen
Mychologifts were fo wife as not to ‘go
beyond the firf Remove. A fingle

PROMETHEUS
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PROMETHEUS was enough to take theWeight Set. 2.
from JovEe. They fairly made JovE atr V™)
Stander-by. He refolv’d, it feems, to be
Neuter; and fee what wou'd come of
this notable Experiment ; how the dan-
gerous Man-moulder wou’d proceed ; and
what wou’d be the Event of his Tamper-
ing. Excellent Account, to fatisfy the
Heathen Vulgar ! But how, think you,
wou'd a Philofopber digeft this? « For
“ the Gods (he woud fay prefently)
“ either cou’d have hinder'd ProME-
“ THEUSs Creation, or they cou’d not.
«“ If they coud, they were an{werablé
« for the Confequences; if they cou’d
“ not, they were no longer Gods, being
« thus limited and contrould. And
whether PRoMETHEUS were a Name
« for Chance, Defliny, a Plaflick Nature,
« or an Evil Demen ; whatever was defign’d
« by it; ’twas ftill the fame Breach of
“ OMNIPOTENCE.

Tu aT fuch a2 hazardous Affair as this
of Creation fhou’d have been undertaken
by thofe who had not perfect Forefight as
well as Command, you own’d  was neither
wife nor juft. But you ftood to Forefight,
You allow’d the Confequences to have been
underftood by the Creating Powers, when
they undertook their Work ; and you
deny’d that it wou'd have been better for
them to have omitted it; tho they knew

. what



204 Th¢ MORALISTS,

Part 1. what woud be the Event. <« 'Twas
LA better ﬁgl that the Project fhou'd be
fﬁ”f‘ Y« executed, whatever might become of
¢ Mankind, or how hard foever fuch a
<« Creation was like to fall on the generality
« of this miferable Race. For ’twas
« impoffible, you thought, that Heaven
¢« thow'd have alted otherwife than for
« the bef.  So that even from this
« Mifery and ILL of Man, there was
« undoubtedly fome Goop arifing;
« fomething which over-ballanc’d all, and
« made full amends.”

THIS was a Confeflion I wonder’d
indeed how I came to draw from you :
And foon afterwards I found you fome-
what uneafy under it. For here I took up
your own Part againft you; Jand fetting
all thofe Villanys and Corruptions of
Human Kind in the fame light you had done
juft before, 1 put it upon you to tell,
where poffibly cou’d be the Advantage or
Good arifing hence ; or what Excellence
or Beauty cou’d redound from thofe
Tragical Pitures you your-felf had drawn
fo well after the Life. Whether it muft
not be a very ftrong Philofophical Faith,
which fhou’d perfuade one that thofe
difmal Parts you fet to view were only the
neceflary Shades of a fine Piece, to be
reckon’d among the Beautys of the

Creation :
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Creation: Or whether poffibly you mightSect. 2.
look upon that Maxim as very fit for V™.

Heaven, which I was fure you did not
approve at all in Mankind; « To doI L,
““ that G o op might follow.”

Tur1s, I faid, made me think of the
manner of our modernPROMET HEU S,
the Mountebanks, who perform’d fuch
Wonders of many kinds, here on our earthly
Stages. They cou’d create Difeafes, and
make Mifchief, in order # beal, and %o
refiore. But thou’d we aflign fuch a Pratice
as this to Heaven? Shou’d we dare to
make fuch Empiricks of the Gods, and
fuch @ Patient of poor Nature? < Was
¢ this a reafon for Nature’s Sicklinefs?
“ Or how elfe came fhe (poor Innocent!)
‘ to fall fick, or run aftray? Had fhe been
“ originally healthy, or created found az
« firft; the had fill continu’d fo. *Twas
“ no Credit to the Gods to leave her
¢ deftitute, or with a Flaw which wou’d
““ coft dear the mending, and make them
‘¢ Sufferers for their own Work.” —

I Was going to bring HoMER to
witnefs for the many Troubles of JoVE,
the Death of SARPEDON, and the
frequent Crofles Heaven met with, from the
Faral Sifters. But this Difcourfe, I faw,
difpleas’d you. I had by this time plainly
difcover’d my InclinationtoScePTICI ls\ Nﬁ

: n
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Part 1.And here not only Religion was

Y\ obje@ted to me, but I was reproach’d

Seepticifm- 00 on the #ccount of that Gallantry which
I had fome time before defended. Both
were join'd together in the .Charge you
made againlt me, when you faw I
adher’d to nothing: but was now as ready
to declaim againft the Fair, as 1 had been
before to plead their Caufe, and defend
the Moral of Lovers. This, you faid,
was my conftant way in all Debates: I
was as well pleas’d with the Reafon on
one fide, as on the other: I never troubled
my-felf about the Succefs of the Argu-
ment, but laugh’d fill, whatever way it
went; and even when I convinc’d others,
never feem’d as if I was convinc’d
my-f{elf. ‘

I Own'Dp to you, PALEMON, there
was Truth enough in your Charge. For
above all things I lov’d Eafe; and of all
Philofophers thofe who reafon’d moft at
their eafe, and were never angry or
difturb’'d; as thofecalldScEePTICKS, you
own’d, never were. I look’d upon this
kind of Philofophy as the pretiieft,
agreeableft, roving Exercife of the Mind,
pofiible to be imagin’d. The other kind,
I thoughr, was painful and laborious
“ To keep always in the Limits of one Path ;
“ to drive always af a Point; and hold
¢¢ precifely to what Men, ataventure, call’d

“THE




A Ruavsopy. 207

“ Tue TRuTH: A Point,inall appear-Se& 2.
‘ ance, very unfix'd, and hard to afcertain.” \ A~
Befides, my way hurc no b&ly. I was
always the firft to comply on any occafion;
and for Matters of Religion, was further
from Profanenefs and erroneous Do&rine
than any-one. I cou’d never have the
Sufficiency to fhock my Spiritual and
Learned Superiours. I was the furtheft
from leaning to my own Underftanding:
nor was I one who exalted Reafon above
Faith, or infited much upon what the
Dogmatical Men call Demonfiration, and -
dare oppofe to the Sacred Myfterys of
Religion. And to fhew you (continu’d
_I) how impoffible ’tis for the Men of
our fort ever to err from the Catholick
and Eftablifh’d Faith, pray confider ; That
whereas Others pretend to fee with their
own Eyes, what is propereft and beft for
em. in Religion; #e, for our parts,
pretend not to fee with any other than
thofe of our Spiritual Guides. Neither do
we prefume to judg thofe Guides our-felves;
but fubmit to them, as they are appointed
us by our juft Superiours, In fhort,

ou who are Rationalifis, and walk by

eafon in every thing, pretend to know
all things, whiltt you believe little or
nothing: We for our parts k7w nothing,
and beljeve all. :

Vol. 2. O - HERE
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AN
Scepticifm.

The MORALISTS,

HERE 1 ended; and, in return, you
only ask’d me coldly, ‘ Whether with
¢ that fine ScepTicisM of mine, I
“ made no more diftinGion between
¢¢ Sincerity and Infincerity in A&ions, than
“ I did between Truth and Falfthood,
“ Right and Wrong, in Arguments?”

I DursT not ask what your Queftion
drove at. I was afraid I faw it too plainly;
and that by this loofe way of talking,
which I had learnt in fome fafhionable
Converfations of the World, I had given

- you occafion to fufpe® me of the worft

fort of Scepticifm, fuch as fpar’d nothing ;

but overthrew all Principles, Moral and
Divine, -

ForG1vE me (faid I)goodPALEMON:
you are offended, I fee, and not without
caufe.  But what if I thou’d endeavour to
compenfate my Sceptical Misbebaviour, by
ufing a known Sceptick Privilege, and
afferting ftrenuoufly the Caufe I have

hitherto oppos’d ? Do not imagine that I -

dare afpire {fo high as to defend Reveal'd
Religion, or the Holy Myfterys of the
Ghriftian Faith. I am unworthy of fuch a
Task, and fhou'd profane the Subje&. ’Tis
of mere Philgfophy I fpeak : And my Fancy
is only to try what I can mufter up

thence
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thence, to make head againft the chiefSec. 2.
Arguments of Atheifin, and re-eftablith v~
what I have offer’d to loofen it the Syftem

of Tbeifm.

- Your Proje@, faid you, bids fair to Deifm.
reconcile me to your Charaéter, which I
was beginning to miftruft. For as averfe
as I am to the Caufe of Theifim, or Name
~ of DE1sT, when taken in a fenfe exclufive
of Revelation; I confider ftill that, in
ftri@tnefs, the Root of all is THE1sM; and
that to be a fettled Chriftian, it is neceffary
to be firlt of all ¢ good THEIsT. For
Theifm can only be oppos'd to * Polytheifin,
or Atheifm. Nor have I patience to hear
the Name of De1sT (the higheft of all
Names) decry’d, and fer in oppofition to
Chriftianity. < As if our Religion was a
¢ kind of Magick, which depended not on
¢ the Belief of a fingle Supreme Being. Or
¢ as if the firm and rational Belief of fuch
“ a Being, on Philofophical Grounds, was
“ an improper Qualigcation for believing
« any thing further.” Excellent-Prefump-
tion, for thofe who naturally incline to the
Disbelief of Revelation, or who thro Vanity
affe® a Freedom of this kind !

 Burt letmehear (;:ontinu’d you) whether
in good Earneft, and thorow Sincerity,

- ® <« 'To Polytheifm (Damonifm) or Aiheifm* as above,
m‘ ‘3.
02 you
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Parc 1.you intend to advance any thing in favour

‘~~ of that Opinion which is fundamental to

Deifm. a1 Religion; or whether you defign only
to divert your-felf with the Subje&, as you
have done hitherto ? « Whatever your
« Thoughts are, PHiLocLEs, I am
“ refolv’d to force ’em from you. You
“ can no longer plead the Unfutablenefs of
« the Time or Place to fuch grave Subjets.
“ The gaudy Scene is over with the Day.
“ Our Company have long fince quitted
« the Field. And the folemn Majefty of
« fuch a Night as this, may juftly fute
“ with the profoundeft Meditation, or
“ moft ferious Difcourfe.” |

Tuus, PALEmoN, you continu’d to
urge me; till by neceffity I was drawn
into the following Vein of Pbhilofiphical
Entbufiafm.

SECT. IIL

OU fhall find then, faid I (taking a
grave Air) that it is poffible for me

to be ferious; and that ’tis probable I am
growing fo, for good and all. Your
Over-ferioufnefs a while fince, at fuch an
unfeafonable time, may have driven me
perhaps into a contrary Extreme, by
oppofition to your melancholy Humour.
But I have now a better Idea of that
: : Melancholy
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Melancholy you difcover’d; and notwith- Se&. 3.
ftanding the humorous Turn you were "V~
leas’d to give it, I am perfuaded it has a
different Foundation from any of thofe
fantaftical Caufes I then affign’d to it

“ Love, doubtlefs, is at the bottom: but LOVE.
“ a nobler Love than fuch as common

¢ Beautys infpire.” —

HEeRrE, in my turn, I began to raife my
Voice, and imitate the folemn way you
had been teaching me. « Knowing as you
“ are, continw'd I, well-knowing and
* experienc’d in all the Degrees and
¢ Orders of Beauty, in all the myfterious Zeass.
“ Charms of the particular Forms; you
¢ rife to what is more general ; and with
¢ a larger Heart, and Mind more com-
« prehenfive, you generoufly feek that
« which is higheft in the kind. Not
« captivated by the Lineaments of a fair
¢« Face, or the well-drawn Proportions of
« a human Body, you view the Life it-
¢« felf, and embrace rather ¢be Mind which
¢« adds the Luftre, and renders chiefly
“ amiable, :

¢ N o R is the Enjoyment of fuch a fingle Suiesy,
~7"= Beauty fufficient to fatisfy fuch an
« afpiring Soul. It feeks how to combine
“ more Beautys, and by what Coalition
“ of thefe, to form a beautiful Society.
“ It views Communitys, Friendthips,
03 ¢¢ Relations,
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Part 1. ¢ Relations, Dutys ; and confiders by what
v~ « Harmony of particular Minds the

Virtue.

Uniwvetfe.
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general Harmony is compos’d, and
Common-Weal eftablifh’d.

“NoRr fatisfy’d even with Publick Good
in one Community of Men, it frames
it-felf a nobler Objed, and with enlarg'd
Affetion feeks the Good of Mankind.
It dwells with Pleafure amidft that
Reafon, and thofe Orders on which this
fair Correfpondence and goodly Intereft
is eftablith’d. Laws, Conftitutions,
Civil and Religious Rites; whatever
civilizes or polithes rude Mankind ; the
Sciences and Arts, Philofophy, Morals,
Virtue; the flourifhing State of human
Affairs, and the Per?e&ion of human
Nature ; thefeare itsdelightful Profpes,
and this the Charm of Beauty which
attralts 1t

“STtrLL ardent in this Purfuit (fuch
is its Love of Order and Perfection) it
refts not here; nor fatisfys it-felf with
the Beauty of a Part; but extending
further its communicative Bounty, feeks
the Good of All, and affe@s the Intereft
and Profperity of the Whole. True to
its native World and higher Country,
’tis here it feeks Order and Perfection;
withing the beft, and hoping ftill to find
a juft and wife Adminiftration. .

: CAND
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‘ Sect. 3.
« Axp fince all Hope of this were vain A~V
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and idle, if no Univerfal Mind prefided;
fince without fuch a fupreme Intelligence
and providential Care, the diftracted
Univerfe muft be condemn’d to fuffer
infinite Calamitys ; ’tis here the generous
Mind labours to difcover that bealing
Caufe by which the Intereft of zbe
Whole is fecurely eftablifh’d, the Beauty
of Things, and the univerfal Order
happily fuftain’d.

« Tuis, PALEMAaN, is the Labour mdtufun;l
of your Saul : and This its Melancholy ;™ ™"

when unfuccefsfully purfuing the fupreme
Beauty, it meets with darkning Clouds
which intercept its Sight.  Monfters
arife, not thofe from Lybian Defarts,
but from the Heart of Man more
fertile; and with their horrid Afj
catt an unfeemly Refle@tion upon
NaTure. She, helplefs (as fhe is
thought) and working. thus abfurdly, is
contemn’d, the Government of the
World arraign’d, and DEe1TY made
void.

“ Mucu is alledg’d in anfwer, to
thew why Nature errs, and how fhe
came thus impotent and erring from an
unerring Hand. But I deny fhe errs;

¢ and when fhe feems moft ignorant or

*O04 perverfe
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Part 2. “ perverfe in her Produtions, I affert her

1{1

Yl matural ¢
and moral. «
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even then as wife and provident, as in
her goodlieft Works. For ’tis not then
that Men complain of the World’s Order,
or abhor the Face of Things, when
they fee various Interefts mix'd and
interfering ; Natures fubordinate, of
different kinds, oppos'd one to another,
and in their different Operations
fubmitted, the higher to the lower. *Tis
on the contrary, from this Order of
inferiour and fuperiour Things, that we

~admire the * World's Beauty, founded

thus on Contrarietys : whilft from fuch
various and difagreeing Principles, &
Univerfal Concord is eftablifh’d.

“Tuus in the feveral Orders of
Terreftrial Forms, @ Refignation is
requir'd, a Sacrifice and mutual yielding
of Natures one to another. The Vegetables
by their Death fuftain, the Animals:
and Animal-Bodys dMolv'd, enrich the
Earth, and raife again the Vegetable
World. The numerous Infe@s are
reduc’d by the fuperiour Kinds of Birds
and Beafts: and thefe again are check’d
by Man ; ‘who in his turn fubmits to
other Natures, and refigns his Form a
Sacrifice in common to thereft of Things.

* See VOL. III. p. 263, 264. what is cited in the Notes

from the antient Author on the World,

« And
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“ And if in Natures fo little exalted orSed. 3.
¢ pre-eminent above each other, the A\~
« Sacrifice of Interefts can appear fo juft;

“ how much more reafonably may all

¢ inferiour Natures be fubjeGed to the

« fuperiour Nature of the World! That

“ World, PALEMoON, which even now

¢ tranfported you, when the Sun’s fainting

“ Light gave way to thefe bright

« Conftellations, and left you this wide

¢ Syftem to contemplate.

“ HERE are thofe Laws which ought
“ not, nor can fubmit to any thing below.
¢ The Central Powers, which hold the
¢ lafting Orbs in their juft Poize and
% Movement, muft not be controul’d to
¢ fave a fleeting Form, and refcue from
“ the Precipice a puny Animal, whofe
“ brittle Frame, howe’er protected, muft
« of it-felf fo foon diflolve. The ambient
¢¢ Air, the inward Vapours, the impending
¢« Meteors, or whatever elfe is nutrimental
“ or prefervative df this Earth, muft
¢ operate in a natural Courfe: and other
¢ Conftitutions muft fubmit to the good
“ Habit and Conftitution of the all-fuftain-
* ing Globe.

“LET us not therefore wonder, if by
¢ Earthquakes, Storms, peftilential Blafts,
“ nether or upper Fires, or Floods, the
* animal Kinds are oft afliGed, and whole

‘ « Species
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Part 1. Species perhaps involv’d at once in
A~ ¢« common Ruin: But much lefs let us
« account it ftrange, if either by outward

111 natura,
and moral.
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Shock, or fome interiour Wound from
hoftile Matter, particular Animals are
deform’d even in their firft Conception,
when the Difeafe invades the Seats of Ge-
neration, and feminal Parts are injur’d and
obftruced in their accurate Labours. *T'is
then alone that monftrous Shapes are
feen : Narure ftill working as before, and
not perverily or erroneoufly; not faintly,
or with feeble Endeavours; but o’er-
power'd by a fuperiour Rival, and by
another Nature’s juftly conquering Force.

« N o r need we wonder, if the interiour
Form, the Soul and Temper, partakes
of this occafional Deformity, and
fympathizes often with its clofe Partner.
Who is there can wonder either at the
Sicknefles of Senfe, or the Depravity of
Minds inclos’d in fuch frail Bodys, and
dependent on fuch pervertible Organs ?

«Here then is that Solution you
require : and hence thofe feeming
Blemifhes caft upon Nature. Nor 13
there ought in this befide what is natural
and good. ’*Tis Good which is predomi-
nant; and every corruptible and moral
Nature by its Mortality and Corruption

yields only to fome better, and all in

¢ common
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« common to that bef} and bigheft Nature, Sedt., 3.

¢ which is incorruptible and immortal,”

- T SCARCE had ended thefe Words,
¢’er you broke out in admiration; asking
what had befall’n me, that of a fudden I
had thus chang’'d my Chara&er, and
enter’d into Thoughts which muft certainly,
you fuppos'd, have fome Foundation in
me, fince I cou’d exprefs them with fuch
feeming AffeGion as I had done.

-0, SAaip]I, PaALemon! that it had
“been my fortune to have met you the other
day, juft at my Return out of the Country,
from a Friend whofe Converfation had in
one day or fwo made fuch an Impreffion
on me, that I thou’d have futed you to a
Miracle. You wou’d have thought indeed
that I had been cur’d of my Scepticifm and
Levity, fo as never to have rally’d more,
at that wild rate, on any Subje®, much
lefs on thefe which are fo ferious.

TruLY, faid you, I cou’d with I had
met you rather at that time, or that thofe
good and ferious Impreflions of your Friend

had without interruption lafted with you
till this Moment.

. WHATEVER they were, I told you,
PaLeMoN, I had not {o loft ’em neither,
o ' as
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Part 1.as not eafily, you faw, to revive ’em on

A~ occafion; were I not afraid.  Afraid!
faid you. For whofe fake, good Pu1L o-
cLEs, I intreat you? For mine or your
own ? For both, reply’'d I. * For tho
I was like to be perfectly curd of my
Scepticifm ; ’twas by what I thought

Enbsfaf. worfe, downright Entbufiafm. You never
knew a more agreeable ENTHUSIAST!

WEeRE he my Friend (faid you) I
fhou’d hardly treat him in {o free 2 manner.
Nor thou'd I, perhaps, judg that to be
Enthufiafm which you fo frecly term fo.
I have a ftrong fufpicion that you injure
him. Nor can I be fatisfy'd till I hear
further of that ferious Converfation for
which you tax him as Entbufiaflick.

I MusT confefs (faid I) he had nothing
of that favage Air of the vulgar Enthufiaftick
Kind. All was ferene, foft, and harmonious.
'The manner of it was more after the
pleafing Tranfports of thofe antient Poefs
ﬁou are often charm’d with, than after the

erce unfociable way of modern Zealsts ;
thofe ftarch’d gruff Gentlemen, who guard
Religion as Bullys do a Miftrefs, and give
us the while a very indifferent Opinion of
their Lady’s Merit, and their own Wit,
by adoring what they neither allow to be
infpeted by others, nor care themfelves

to examine in a fair light. But here I'll
anfwer
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anfwer for it; there was nothing of Se&. 3.
Difguife or Paint. All was’ fair, open, V™.
and genuine, as Natwre herfelf. 'Twas
Nature he was in love with: *Twas
Natare he fung: And if any-one might
be faid to have a natural Miftrefs, my
Friend certainly might, whofe Heart was
thus ingag’d. But Love, I found, was
every-where the fame. And tho the
Obje& here was very fine, and the Paffion
it ‘created very noble; yet Liberty, 1
‘thought, was finer than all: And I who
never car'd to ingage in other Loves of
the- leaft continuance, was the more afraid,
I t6ld you, of this which had fuch a power
with my poor Friend, as to make him
appear the perfefteft ENTHUSIAST in the
world, I/l-Humour only excepted. For
- this was fingular in him, “ That tho he
¢¢ had all of the Enthufiaft, he had nothing
«.of ‘the Bigot. He heard every thing
¢ with Mildnefs and- Delight; and bore
“ with me when I treated all his Thoughts
“ as vifionary ; and when, Sceptick-like,
¢ I unravel’d all his Syftems.”

HER E was that Charaéter and Defcrip-
tion which fo highly pleas’d you, that you
wouwd lardly fuffer me to come to a
conclufion. *Twas impoffible, I found, to
~ give you fatisfaGtion, without reciting the
main of what paf€'d in thofe fwo Days
between my Friend and Me, in our Country-
' Retirement.
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Part 1. Retirement. Again and again I bid you

PV beware: “You knew not the danger of

wbifief- <« thig Philofophical Paffion; nor confider’d
¢ what you might poffibly draw wupon
« your-felf, and make me the Author of.
« I was far enough engag'd already: and
‘“ you were puthing me further, at your
* own hazard.” ‘

ALy I cou'd fay made not the leaft
impreflion on you. But rather than
proceed any further this night, I engag’d,
for your fake, to turn W7riter, and draw.
up the Memoirs of thofe zwo Philofophical
Days; beginning with what had pafs'd this
laff Day between our-felves; as I have
accordingly done (you fec) by way of
Introduétion to my Story. R

BY this time, being got late to Town,
fome hours after the lateft of our Companyy:
you fet me down at my own Lodging;
and thus we bad Good-night. Y

PART
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might well have thought it hard,

221
Se&. 1.

Q FTER fuch a Day as Yefterday, I

% when I awak’d the next Morning,
to.find my-felf under pofitive Engagements
of proceeding in the fame Philofophical
way, without intermiffion, and upon
harder terms than ever. For ’twas no
longer. the agreeable Part of A4 Companion
which I had now to bear. Your Converfa-
tion, PALEMoN, which had hitherto
fupported me, was at an end. . I was now

one ; confin’'d to my Clofet; oblig’d to
meditate by my-felf; and reduc’d to the
hard Circumftances of an Author, and
Hiflorian, in the moft difficult Subje&.

Bur here, methought, propitious
Heaven, in fome manner, affifted me. For
if Dreams were, as HoME R teaches, fent
. from
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Part 2. from the Throne of Jove; I might

A~ conclude I had a favourable one, of the
true fort, towards the Morning-light;
which, as I recolleGted my-felf, gave me a
clear and perfe@t Idea of what I defird fo
earneftly to bring back to my Memory.

. I Founp my-felf tranfported to a
diftant  Country, which prefented a
pompous rural Scene. It was a Mountain
not far from the Sea, its Brow adorn’d
with antient Wood, and at its foot a River
and well-inhabited Plain: beyond which
the Sea appearing, clos’d the Profpect.

No fooner had I confider’d the Place,
than I difcern’d it to be the very fame
where I had talk’d with TueocL ES the
fecond Day I was with him int the Counry.
I look’'d about to fee if I cou’d find my
Friend ; and calling TurecrLes! F
awak’d. But fo powerful' was the Im~
preflion of my Dream, 4nd fo perfeét the
kdea rais’d in me, of the Perfon, Words,
and Manner of my Friend, that I cou’d
now fancy my-felf g@hilofdpﬁicdl infpir'd,
as that ReMA N Sage by his £GERTIA,
and invited, on this occafion, to try my
Hifterical Muse. For juftly might I hope
for fuch Affiftance in behalf of THEOCLESS,
who fo lovd #he Mufes; and was, I
thought, no lefs belov’d by them., :

TO
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Se&t. 1.

TO RETURN therefore to that
original rural Scene, and that Heroick
GEeN1vus, the Companion and Guide of
my firft Thoughts in théfe profounder
Subjects: I found him the firft Morning
‘with his belov’d Mantuan M sE, roving in
the Fields; where, as I had been inform’d
at his Houfe, he was gone out, after- his
‘ufual way, to read. The moment he faw
me, his Book vanifh’d, and he came with
friendly hafte to meet me. After we had
embrac’d, I difcover’'d my Curiofity to
know what he was reading? and ask’d,
“ if it were of a fecret kind, to which I
“ cou'd not be admicted ?” On this
he fhew’d me his Poet; and looking

leafantly, Now tell me truly, faid he,

HILoCLEs, did you not expett fome
anore myfterious Book than this? I own’d
1 did; confidering his Character, which
T took to be of fo contemplative a kind.
And do you think, faid he, that without
being contemplative, one can truly. relith
thefe Diviner "Poets? Indeed (faid
1) I never thought there was any nced
of growing contemplative, or retiring
from the World, to read VIrGIL or
HoRrACE -

Y ou have nam’d Two, faid he, who Reire
can hardly be thought fo very like; tho™"
Vol. 2. P they
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Part 2.they were Friends, and equally good
A~ Poets.  Yet joining ’em, as you are pleas’d

Retire-
ment,

to do, I wou'd willingly learn from you,
whether in your opinion there be any
Difpofition fo fitted for reading ‘em, as that
in which they writ themfelves. In this, I
am fure, they both join’d heartily ; to love
Retirement : when for the fake of fuch a
Life and Habit as you call contemplative,
they were willing to facrifice the higheft
Advantages, Pleafures, and Favour of a
Court. But I will venture to fay more
in favour of Retirement : * That not only
¢ the beft Authors, but the beft Company,
¢ require this feafoning.” Society it-felf
cannot be rightly enjoy’d without fome
Abftinence and feparate Thought. All
grows infipid, dull, and tirefom, without
the help of fome Intervals of Retirement.
Say, PuiLocrLEs, whether You your-
felf have not often found it fo? Do
you think thofe Lovers underftand the
Interefts of their Loves, who by their
good-will wou'd never be parted for a
moment? Or wou'd they be difcreet Friends,
think you, who wou’d chufe to live together
on fuch Terms? What Relith then muft
the World have (that common World
of mix’d and undiftinguifh’d Company)
without a little Solitude ; without ftepping
now and then afide, out of the Road and
beaten Track of Life, that tedious Circle
of Noife and Show, which forces weary’d

Mankind

|
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Maﬁkind to feek relief from every poor Se. r.
Diverfion ? ) YN

" By your Rule, faid I, THEOCLES,
there fhou’d be no fuch thing as Happinefs
or Good in Life, fince evéry Enjoyment
wears out {o foon ; and growing painful, is
diverted by fome ozher thing; and that
again by fome otber ; and fo on. I am fure,
if Solitude ferves as a Remedy or Diverfion
to any thing in the World, there is nothing
which may not ferve as Diverfion to
Solitude; which wants it more than any
thing befides. And thus there can be no
Good which is regular or conftant. Hap-
pinefs is a thing out of the way, and only
to be found in wandring.

‘O Pu1ivrocLEs, reply’d he, I rejoice Hatpineft
to find you in the purfuit of Happinefs and Goed.
Good; however you may wander. Nay,
tho you doubt whether there be tbat Thing;

t if you reafon, ’tis fufficient ; there is
hope ftill. But fee how you have unawares
engag’d your-felf! For if you have deftroy’d
all Good, becaufe in all you can think of,
there is nothing will conftantly hold fo;
then you have fet it as'a Maxim (and very
juftly in my Opinion) * That Nothing can
% be Good but what is Conflant.” '

10w, faid I, that all I know of worldly
Satisfattion is inconftant. The Things
P2 which
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which give it, are never at a ftay: and

A~ the Good it-felf, whatever it be, depends

Happinefs.
Good,

no lefs on Humour than on Fortune. For
that which Chance may often fpare, Time
will not. Age, Change of Temper, other
Thoughts, a different Paffion, new En-
gagements, a new Turn of Life, of
Converfation, the leaft of thefe are fatal,
and alone fufficient to deftroy Enjoyment.
Tho the Object be the fame, the Relifh

changes, and the fhort-liv’d G o 0 D expires.

Pleafure.

But I fhou’d wonder much if you cou’d
tell me any thing in Life which was not of
as changeable a Nature, and fubje& to the
fame common Fate of Satiety and Difguft.

I FIND then, reply’d he, that the
current Notion of Geod is not fufficient to
fatisfy you. You can afford to feepricize,
where no-one elfe will fo much as hefitate.
For almoft every-one philofophizes dog-
matically on this Head. All are pofitive
in this, * That our real Gwd is. PLE A-
“SURE” S

Ir they wou'd inform us « #hich (faid
I) or What fort,” and afcertain once.the
very Species and diftin&t Kind; - fuch as
mutt conftantly remain the fame, and equally
eligible at all times; I fhou'd then perhaps
be better fatisfy’d. © But when #4// and
Pleafure are fynonymous; when every

thing
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thing which * pleafes us is cal’'d PLEA-Se. 1.
SURE, and we never chdfe or prefer but v~
as we pleafe, ’tis trifling to fay, ¢ Pleafure ‘
“ is our Good” For this has as little
meaning as to fay, e chufe what we think

“ eligible:” and, “ We are pleasd with

“ what delights or pleafes us.” 'The Queftion

is, ““ Whether we are rightly pleasd, and

“ chufe as we fbou’d do?” For as highly

pleasd as Children are with Baubles,

or with whatever affe®s their tender

Senfes ; we cannot in our Hearts fincerely

admire their Enjoyment, or imagine ’em
Pofleflors of any extraordinary Good. Yet

are their Senfes, we know, as keen and
fufceptible of Pleafure as our own. The

fame RefleGtion 1s of force as to mere
Animals, who in refpe@ of the Livelinefs

and Delicacy of Senfation, have many of

’em the advantage of us, And as for fome

low and fordid Pleafures of Human Kind ;

fhou’d they be ever fo laftingly enjoy’d,

and in the higheft credit with their
Enjoyers; I fhouwd never afford ’em the

name of Happinefs or Good.

Woubp you then appeal, faid he, from
the immediate Feeling and Experience of
one who is pleas’d, and fatisfy’d with what
he enjoys 2

® See VOL. I p. 308. VOL. III. p. z00.
P3 ~ MosT
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MosT certainly, I thou'd appeal, faid
I (continuing the fartie Zeal which T u E-
ocLEs had ftirr'd in me, againft thofe
Dogmatizers on Plafure.) For is there
that fordid Creature on earth, who does
not prize his own Enjoyment ? Does not
the frowardeft, the moft rancorous dif-
temper'd Creature do as much? Is not
Malice and Cruelty of the higheft relith with
fome Natures? Is not a2 hoggith Life the
height of fome Mens Wifhes? You wou’d
not ask me furely to enumerate the feveral
Species of Senfations, which Men of certain
Taftes have adopted, and own’d for their
chief Pleafure and Delight. For with fome
Men even Difeafes have been thought
valuable and worth the cherifhing, merely
for the Pleafure found in allaying the Ardor
of an irritating Senfation. And to thefe
abfurd Epicures thofe other are near a-kin,
who by ftudy’d Provocatives raife unnatural
"Thirft and Appetite ; and to make way for
freth Repletion, prepare Emeticks, as the
laft Defert; the fooner to renew the Featft.
"Tis faid, I know, proverbially, ¢ That
“ Tafles are different, and muff not be
“ difputed.” And 1 remember fome fuch
Motio as this plac’d once on a Devife,
which was found futable to the Notion.

A Fly was reprefented feeding on a certain
Lump. The Food, however vile, was

natwral to the Animal, There was no
Abfurdity
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Abfurdity in the cafe. But fhou’d youSe&t. 1.
thew me a brutith or a bafbarous Man thus V™
taken up, and folac’d i his Pleafure; fhou’d :
you fhew me a Sot in his folitary Debauch,

or a Tyrant in the Exercife of his Cruelty,

" with this Motto over him, to forbid my
Appeal ; 1 thou'd hardly be brought to

think the better of his Enjoymgpt: Nor

can I poffibly fuppofe that a mere fordid
Wretch, with a bafe abje® Soul, and the

beft Fortune in the World, was ever capable

of any real Enjoyment.

By this Zeal, replyd THEOCLES
which you have thewn in the refuting 2
wrang Hypothefis, one wou’d imagine you
had in reality fome Notion of a right ; and
began to think that there might poffibly
be fuch a thing at laft as Good.

TuAT there is fomething nearer to
Good, and more like it than another, I am
free, faid I, to own. But what real
Goop is, I am ftill to feek, and muift
therefore wait till you can better inform
me. This I only know; ¢ That either
¢ All Pleafure is Good, or only Some.”
¥ All, then every kind of Senfuality muft
be precious and defirable: If Some only,
then we are to feek, what Kind; and
difcover, if we can, what it is which
diftinguithes between one Pleafure and
another ; and makes one indifferent, forry,

- P 4 mean ;
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Part 2.mean ; another valuable, and worthy. And
LN by this Stamp, this Charaéter, if there be

Pleafure,

cany fuch, we muft¥define Goop; and

not by Pleafure it-felf ; which may be very
great, and yet very contemptible. Nor
can any-one truly judg the Value of any
immediate Senfation, otherwife than by.
judging of the Situation of his own
Mind. Yor that which we efteem a
Happinefs in oze Situation of Mind, is
otherwife thought of in another. Which
Situation therefore is.the jufteft, muft be
confider'd; “ How to gain that Point of
¢ Sight, whence probably we may beft
« difcern; and How to place our-felves in
 that unbiafs’d State, in which we are
 fitteft to pronounce.”

O PuirocrLes, reply’d he, if this be
unfeignedly your Sentiment; if it be poffible
you fhou’d have the Fortitude to with-
hold your * Affent in this Affair, and
go in fearch of what the meaneft of
Mankind think they already  Anow fo
certainly ; ’tis from a nobler Turn of
Thought than what you have obferv’d in
any of the modern Scepticks you have con-
vers'd with. For if I miftake not, there are
hardly any-where act this day a fort of
People more peremptory, or who delibrate

®See VOL. I p. 81. Lef
(GH]
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lefs on the choice of Good. They whe Se&. 1.
pretend to fuch a Scrutiny of other Evi- wA~w,
dences, are the readief to take the Evidence . ’
of the greateft Decesvers in the World, zbeir
own Paffions. Having gain’d, as they think,
a Liberty from. fome feeming Conftraints
of Religion, they fuppofe they employ this
Liberty to perfe&tion, by follgwing the
firt Motion of their Will, and” affenting
to the firft Ditate or Report of any pre-
poflefling * Fancy, any foremoft Opinion or
Conceit of Goop. So that their Privilege
is only that of being perpetually amus'd;
and their Liberty that of being impos’'d on
in their moft important Choice. I think
one may fay with affurance, ¢ That the
« greateft of Fools is he who impofes on
“ himfelf, and in his greateft Concern
¢ thinks certainly he #nows that which
 he has leaft ftudy’d, and of which he is
“ moft profoundly sgnorant.” He who is
ignoranr, but knows his Ignorance, is far:
wifer. And to do juftice to thefe fathionable
Men of Wit; they are not all of ’em,
indeed, fo infenfible as not to perceive
fomething of their own Blindnefs and
Abfurdity. For often when they ferioufly
reflet on their paft Purfuits and En-
gagements, they freely own, ¢ That for
“ what remains of Life, they know not

#See VOL. I p. 320, &c.
¢« whether
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Part 2, whether they fhall be of a-piece with
AN\« themfelves; or .whether their Fancy,
Fleafure. 4 Humour, or Paffion will not hereafter
« lead ’em to a ‘Quite different Choice in
“ PLEAsURE, ang to, a Difapprobation
« of all they ever ‘enjoy’d before.”

# Comfortable Refletion !

T o brilg the Satisfations of rhe Mind,
continu’d he, and the Enjoyments of Reafon
and Fudgment under the Denomination of
PLEASURE, is only a Collufion, and a
plain receding from the common Notion
of the word. They deal not fairly with
us, who in their Philofophical hour, admit
that for Plesfure, which at an ordinary
time, and in the common Pralice of Life,
is fo litle taken for fuch. The Ma-
thematictan who labours at his Preblem,
the Bookith Man who toils, the Artift who
endures voluntarily the greateft Hardfhips
and Fatigues; none of thefe are faid « 7o
Jollow Pleafure” Nor will the Men of
Pleafure by any means admit ’em to be of
their number. ‘The Satisfactions, which
are purely mental, and depend only on the
Motion of @ Thought; muft in all like-
lihood be too refin’d for the Apprehenfions
of our modern Epicures, who are fo taken
up with Pleafure of @ more fubfiantial kind.
They who are full of the Idea of fuch a
Jenfible folid Good, can have but a flender
Fancy for the mere piritual and intel/eé;aal

ort.
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fort. But ’tis ‘this latter they fet up and Se&. I.
magnify upon occafios; to fave the v~
Ignominy which may%edound to’em from
the former. This doné, the latter may
take its chance : Its Uge is prefently at an
end. For ’tis obfervable, that when the ..
Men of this fort have recommended the
Enjoyments of the Mind under gge title of
Pleafure ; when they have thus dignify’'d
the Word, and included in it whatever is
mentally good or excellent, they can
afterwards fuffer it contentedly to flide down
again into its own genuine and vulgar
Senfe; whence they rais'd it only to ferve
aturn. When Pleafure is call’d in queftion,
and attack’d, then Reafon and Virtue are
call’d in to her Aid, and made principal
parts of her Conftitution. A complicated
Form appears, and comprehends ftraight
all which is generous, honeft, and beau-
tiful in human Life. But when the
Auack is over, and the Objection once
folv’d, the Specter vanithes: Pleafure returns
again to her former Shape: She may e’¢én
be Pleafure ftill, and have as little concern
with dry fober Reafon, as in the nature
of the thing, and according to common
Underftanding, fhe really has. For if
this rational {ort of Enjoyment be admitted
into the Notion of God, how is it poffible
to admit withal that kind of Senfation
which in effe® is rather oppofite to this
Enjoyment? ’Tis certain that in rcfpcétf
o
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Part 2.0f the Mind and its Enjoyments, the
s~ Eagernefs and Irdtation of mere Pleafure
f:;”f};‘;; #s as diffurbing as the Importunity and
® " Vexation of Pain. If either throws the
Mind off its_ bia@, and sdeprives it of the

« Satisfa@ion it takes in its natural Exercife

and Employment; the Mind in this cafe

muft be §ggfferer as well by one as by the

other. If neither does this; there is no

harm on either fide,——

By the way, faid 1, interrupting him;
As fincere as I am in queftioning ¢ Whether
“ PLEAsURE be really Good;” I am not
fuch a Sceptick as to doubt “ Whether
“ Parn be really I/

WHATEVER is grievous, reply’d he,
can be no other than Irr. But that
what is grievous to ome, is not fo much
as troublefome to another; lec Sportfmen,
Soldiers, and others of the hardy Kinds
be witnefs. Nay, that what is Pain to
one, is Pleafure to another, and fo
alternately, we very well know: fince
Men vary in their Apprehenfion of thefe
Senfations, and on many occafions confound
one with the other. Has not even
Nature her-felf, in fome refpeéts, as it
were blended ’em together, and (as a wife
Man faid once) *join’d the Extremity of
“ one fo nicely to the other, that it

« abfolutely
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« abfolutely runs into ‘it, and is tn-Sect. 1.
« diftinguifhable?” - N

P

7

IN FINE then,sfaid I, If Pleafure
and Pain be thus convertible and mix'd; ...
if, according to your Account, ‘ That
¢ which is now Pleafure, by b? ftrain’d
‘¢ a little too far, runs into Pain, and
“ Pain, when carry’d far, creates again
« the bigheft Pleafure, by mere Ceflation,
¢ and a kind of natural Succeflion; If
¢« fome Pleafures to fome are Pains, and
« fome Pains to otbers are Pleafures:”
All this, if I miftake not, makes ftill for
my Opinion, and fhows That there is 4
nothing you can affign which can really
ftand as Goop. For if Pleafure be notGed.
Goop, nothing js. And if Pain be ILL
(as I muft ncceéanly take for granted) we
have a fhreud Chance on the #/ fide
indeed, but none at all on the bdetter.

So that we may fairly doubt, ¢ Whether
“ Lire #-feff be not mere Mifery;”
fince Gainers by it we can never be:
Lofers we may fufficiently, and are like
to be, ‘every hour of our Lives. Ac-
cordingly, what our Engli/h Poetefs fays
of Good, fhou’d be juft and proper: “’Tis
“ Good not to be born” —— And thus for any
thing of Good which can be expetted in
Life, we may e’en * Beg pardon of Nature ;
- & and rewrn her Prefent on her hands,
without

vy




236

The MORALISTS, -

Part 2. without waiting for her Call.” For
\~~ what fhou'd hinder us? or What are we

% whyfuch

Futurity.

el

*the bettex for Liv;g)g ?

T uE Query, {aidghey is pertinent. But

%xgztc{s, if the Ca?l'ec be doubtful ?
This, furely (my l%ood PrarvLocres!)
is a plaig@l'ranfgreffion of your Sceptical,
Bounds. We muft be fufficiently Dog-
matical, to come to this Determination.
'Tis a deciding as well concerning
Death as Life; * What poffibly may be
¢ hereafter, and What not.” Now to be
affur'd that we can never be concern’d
in any thing bereafter, we muft underftand
perfectly what it is which concerns or
engages us in any thing prefent. We
muft truly Anow our-felves, and in what
this SELF of ours confifts. We muf
determine againft Pre-exiflence, and give
a better reafon for our having never
been concern’d in ought before our Birth,
than merely “ Becaule we remember not,
“ nor are confcious.” For in many Things
we have been concern’d to purpofe, of
which we have now no Memory or
Confcioufnefs remaining. And thus we
may happen to be again and again, to
perpetuity, for any reafon we can fhow
to the contrary. All is Rewolution in us.
We are no more the felf-fame Mateer, or
Syftem of Matter, from one day to another.

What Succeflion there may be bereafier,
: we
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we know not; fince even mow, we live Seq. 1.
by Succeffion, and only perith and are A~
renew'd. ’'Tis in vain we flagter our¥
felves with the Aflurancg of our Intereft’s
ending with a certa Shape or Form.
What interefted us 2 i) in ¥, we know 2
not; any more than how we have fince = *
held on, and continue fi// caggern’d in

fuch an Aflemblage of fleeting Particles.
#Where befides, or in What elfe we may Futurity.
have to do, perchance, in time to come,

we know as little; nor can tell how
Chance or Providence, hereafter, may
difpofe of us. And if Providence be in

the cafe, we have ftill more reafon to
confider how we undertake to te our ¢
own Difpofers. It muft needs become a
ScePTICK above all Men to hefitate in
Matters of Exchange. And tho he ac-
knowledges no prefent Good or Enjoyment

in Life, he muft be fure, however, of
bettering his Condition, before he attempts

to alter it. But as yer, PHILOCLES,

even this Point remains undetermin’d
between us: “ Whether in this prefent Gud.

¢ Life there be not fuch a thing as rea/

* Goop.” ‘

Be you therefore (faid I) my Inftrucor,
fagacious TueocrLes! and inform me
“ What that Goop is, or Where, which
¢ can afford Contentment and Satisfaction
« always alike,r without variation - or

¢« diminution.”
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Parc 2% diminution.” For tho on fome Occafions,
A~ and ih fame Subjeds, the Mind may
Good. tgpoffibly be fo bent, and -the Paffion fo
% wrought up, thét for tMe time no bodily
Sufferance or Pain ganalter ic; yet this is
what can ffldoM happen, and is unlikely
#~ to laft long: fince without any Pain or
Inconvengance, the Paffion in a litde time
does its 6wn work, the Mind relaxes with
its Bent, and the Temper weary’d with
Repetition finds no more Enjoyment, but

runs to fomething new.

HE AR thep! faid. T neocLEs. For

. tho I pretend not to tell you at once the

Nature of this which .I call Goop; yet

. I'am content to fhew you fomething of

it, in_your-felf; which you will acknow-

ledg to be naturally more fix’d and conftant,

than any thing youhave hitherto thought

on. Tell me, Vm);:;,';lgg‘:d! if ever you

were weary of doing-.geed to, thofe ;you

. lovd? Say when™ you- ever  found . it

Friemgip. unpleafing “to ferve @ Friend? ~Or whether
when you fir/} prgy;lc}‘th_is generous Pleafure,

you did not fejst tefaghan at this prefents

after o long” Experience? Believe me,

PurirocuLss, this Pleafure is nvore

debauching than any other. Never did

any Soul do good, but it came readier

o do the fame again, with more Enjoy-

ment. Never was Love, or Gratitude, of

o Bounty
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Bounty. pra&is’d .but with increafing Joy,#ect. .
which made the Praétifer ftill rgoresin Jove v~
with the fair A& Anfwer me, PH1IL o-ﬁ.’,-',,',’,',’,yf"
cLEs, you who gre fuchia Judg of Beauty, publick,,
and have fo.good a Taffe of Pleafure; Is '
there any thing you™ adenirep fo fair as
Friendfbip? or any thing fo charmingas ¢ #
generous Aftion? What wou’d igbe there-

fore, if all Life were in realicfbut one
continw’d Friendfhip, and cou’d be made

one fuch intire A& ? Here furely wou’d be

that fix’d and conflant Goop you fought.

Or wou’d you look for any thing beyond ?

PeruAPs not, faid I. But I can ‘
never, furely, go beyond this, to feek for 2 .
Chimera, if this Goop of yours be not
thorowly chimerical. For tho a Poet may
poffibly work up fuch a fingle Action, fo
as to hold 4 Play out; I can conceive but
very faintly how this high Strain of Friend-
thip can be fo manag'd, as o fill @ Life.
Nor can I imagine where the Object lies
of fuch a fublime Heroick Paffion.

Can any Friendfhip, faid he, be fo
Heroick, as that towards Mankind? Do
you think the Love of Friends in general,
and of one’s Country, to be nothing? or
that particular Friendthip can well fubfift
without fuch an enlarg’d Affetion, and
Senfe of Obligation to Society ? Say (if
poffible) you are a Friend, but hate your

Vol. 2. Q_ Country.
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Part 2.#Country. Say, you are trye:to the Intereft
LV of @ Cainpagion, but falfe to that of Society.
Friendbip Can you believe your-felf 2 Or will

private,

publegh

Gratitude,

you lay the Natne afide,:and refufe to be

call'd the Friend, ﬁncq you renounce fbe
Man? e ¥

TH A gthere is fomething, faid I, due
to Manktd, is what I think will not be
difputed by one who claims the Name of
Friend. Hardly indeed cou'd I allow the
Name of Man to one who never cou’d call
or be call'd Friend. But he who juftly
proves himfelf a Friend, is MaN enough;
nor is he wanting to Sociery. A fingle
Friendfhip may acquit him. He has
deferv’d a Friend, and is Man's Friend;
tho not in ftritnefs, or according to your
high moral Senfe, the Friend of Mankind.
For to fay truth, as to this fort of Friend-
fhip; it may by wifer Heads be efteem’d
perhaps more than ordinarily Manly, and
even Heroick, as you affert it: But for
my part, I fee fo very little Worth in
Mantind, and have fo indifferent an Opinion
of the Publick, that I can propofe little
Satisfaction to my-felf in loving eizber.

Do you, then, take Bounty and Gratitude
to be among the A&s of Friendthip
and Good-Nature ? Undoubtedly:
For they are the chief. ~ Suppofe then,
that the oblig’d Perfon difcovers in the

Obliger
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Obliger feveral Railings; does this exclud#Se&. .
the Gratitude of the former? ¢ * Not in L VN
the leaft.  Or does it make zbe Exerci/#
of Gratitude -le§ pleafing? ™ think »
rather the contrary, For when deprivid of
other meaps of making a*Ret#rn, I might
rejoice flill in that fure way of thewing my ¥
Gratitude to my Benefattor, q bearing
his Failings as a Friend. nd as to Buny.
Bounty : Tell me, I befeech you, is it to
thofe only who are deferving that we
fhou’d do good? Is it only to @ good
Neighbour, or Relation, @ good Father,
Child, or Brother? Or does Nature,.
Reafon, and Humanity better teach us, to
do good ftill to a Father, becaufe @ Father; s
and to a Child, becaufe @ Child; and fo to
every Relation in Human Life? I
think, faid I, chis laft is righteft. .

O ParrocLEs, reply’d he, confider
then what it was you faid, when you
objeCted againft the Love of Mankind
becaufe of Human Frailty ; and feem’d to
fcorn the Publick, becaufe of its Misfortunes.

Sec if this Sentiment be confiftent with
that Humanity which elfewhere you own
and pradtife. For where can Generofity
exift, if not here? Where can we ever
exert Friendfhip, if not in this chief
Subject ? To what fhou’d we be true or Loveof
grateful in the World, if not to Mankind, Menind
and that Society to which we are o deeply

Q.2 indebted ?
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Part 2indebted? Whatare the Faults or Blemifhes
YN which can excufe fuch an Omiffion, or in

Ga;d-
breeding.

£

Good.
Nature

wa grateful Mind: can ever leflen the Satif-

factiog of making a grateful 'kind Return?
Can you then out gf God-breeding merely,
and from ‘a Temper natural tw you,
rejoice to fhew Civility, Courteoufnefs,
Obliging“fs, feek Objecs of Compaffion,
and be "pleasd with every Occurrence
where you have power to do fome
Service even to People unknown? Can
you delight in fuch Adventures abroad
in foreign Countrys, or in the cafe of
Strangers here at home; to help, affift,
reliecve all who require it, in the moft
hofpitable, kind, and friendly manner?
And can yoar Country, or what is more,
your K1ND, requires lefs Kindnefs from
you, or deferve lefs to be confider’d, than
even one of thefe Chance-Creatures ?——
O PurrocrLes! how little do you know
the Extent and Power of Good-Nature,
and to what an heroick pitch a Soul may
rife, which knows the thorow Force of it;

and diftributing it rightly, frames in

it-felf an equal, juft, and univerfal
Friendfhip ?

_ JUST as he had ended thefe Words

- a-Servant came to us in the Field, to give

to. dine. with us, and waited our coming

notice of fome Company, who were come

n.

r!
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in. So we walk'd home-wards. I told Se&. 1.
THEOCLES, going along, that I fear'd I (/XY™
fhou’d never make a good Friend or Lover

after his way. "As for a plain« gatural .
Love .of .one fingle Perfon in either Sex, I
cou'd compafs it, I thought, well enough ;
but - this complex univerfal {orc was beyond
my: geach. I cou’d love the Jgdividual,
but not the Species. This ‘was too Mfical
Myflerious; too Metaphyfical an Object “*
for me. In fhort, I cou’d love nothing

of which I had net fome fenfible material
Image. :

§:

How! reply'd THEOCLES, can you
never love except in this manner? when
yet I know that you admir'd and lov'd a
Friend long €er you knew his Perfon.
Or was PaLemon’s Character of no
force, when it engag’d you in that long
Correfpondence which preceded your /Jate
perfonal Acquaintance? = The Fa&
(faid I) I muft of neceffity, own to
you. And now, methinks, I underftand
your Myftery, and perceive-how I muft
prepare for it: For in the fame manner as
when I firft began to love PaLEMoN, I
was forc’ld to form a kind of material
Obje, and had always {uch a certain Image
of him, ready-drawn, in my Mind,
whenever. I thought of him; fo I muft
- endeavour to order it in the Cafe before us:
if poffibly by your help I can raif¢ any
: Q3 fuch
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Part 2.fuch Image, or Spe&er, as may reprefent
v~ this odd Being you wou’d have me love.
. ° '

M mr*u 1N K§, Taid he, you might have

the fame Indulgence for NarTure or

. MANkKIND, as for the People of old

RoMe; whom, notwithftanding their

Blemifhes; I have known you-in love with,

many ways ; particularly under the

Reprefentation of a * beautiful Youth

Geniusof call'd the GEN1US of the People. For I

@ Country. remember, that viewing once fome Pieces

of Antiquity, where the People were thus

reprefented, you allow’d ’em to be na
difagreeable Obje&.

INDEED, reply’d I, were it poffible for
me to ftamp upon my Mind fuch a
Figure as you fpeak of, whether it ftood

Nature.  for Mankind or Nature, it might probably
have its effe@; and I might become
perhaps 2 Lover after your way : But more
elpecially, if you coud fo order it, as to
make things reciprocal between us, and
bring me to fancy of this GEn1us, that
it cou’d be « (Znﬁblc of my Love, and
* capable of a Return”  For without this,
I thou’d make but an ill Lover, tho of the
perfeteft Beauty in the World. '

- "T'ts enough, faid TuEeocres, I
accept the Terms: And if you promife 78
Jrve, 1 will endeavour to thew you #har

' ' BEauTY

e arves i
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BeavuTy which I count the perfectefl, Se&t. 2.
and moft deferving ‘of L. ovE; and which VYN
will not fail of @ Return. 24— To-morrow,,

when the Eaftern Sun {as Poets ‘lelcribe)

with his firt Beams adorns the Front of
yonder Hill; there, if you are content to
wander with me in the Woods you fee,

we will purfue thofe Loves of ours, by

favour of the Silvan Nymphs : and
invoking firlt zbe Genius of the Place, we’ll

try to obtain at leaft fome faint and diftant

View of the Sovereign GEN1Us and Firfl Genius of
Beauty. ‘This if you can come once to ** #orld.
contemplate, I will anfwer for ir, that all

thofe forbidding Features and Deformitys,
whether of Nature or Mankind, will vanifh

in an inftant, and leave you that Lover

I cou’d with, —— But now, enough! .
Let us to our Company; and change this
Converfation for fome other more futable

to our Friends and Table. ,

SECT. IL

OU fee here, PALEMON, what a
‘Foundation is laid for the Entbufiafms
I"told you of 5 and which, in my Opinion
(I told you too) were the more dangerous,
becaufe fo very odd, and out of the way.
But Curiofity had feiz’d you, I perceivd,
as it had done me before. For after this
firft Converfation, I muft own, I long'd
Q4 for
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Parc 2. for nothing fo much as the next day, and
VN the appointed Mornjng#Walk in the #oods.
T #*

* Wyld on]y;a'Fﬁend or two at dinner

with us; and for a good while we

" difcours’d of News and indifferent things,

till I, who had my head ftill running upon

thofe other Subjefts, gladly laid hold of

fomething dropt by chance concerning

Friendbip. Friendfbip ; and faid, That for my own

l;:art, truly, tho I once thought 1 had

nown Friendthip, and really counted

my-felf @ good Friend during my whole

Life ; yet I was now perfuaded to believe

my-felf no better than a Learner : fince

THEocLES had almoft convinc’d me,

“ That to be a Friend ta any ane in

« « particular, *twas neceflary to be firft a

‘“ Friend to Mankind.” But how to qualify

my-felf for fuch a Friendfhip, was, me-
thought, no little difficulty.

INpEED, faid THEOCLES, you have
given us a very indifferent Chara&ter of
your-felf, in faying fo. If you had fpoken
thus of the Friendthip of any Grest Man
at Court, or perhaps of a Courr it-felf,
and had complain’d “ How hard it was
“ for you to fucceed, or make Intereft
* with fuch as govern’d there ;" we
thou’d have concluded in your behalf, that
there were fuch Terms to be comply’d
with, as were unworthy of you. Bug

€ TQ
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“ To dc\ferve well of the “Publick,” andSe&. 2.
« To be juftly ﬁil’d'z‘be%_Frien}of Mankind,” ;,/V'V
requires no more thansjo be Good and "
Virtuous; Terms whichefor one’s pygn fake
“one wou’d naturally cover. -

~ How comes it then, faid I, that even Moiver.
thefe good Terms themfelves are- fo ill

accepted, and hardly ever taken (if I may

fo exprefs it) except on further Terms?

For VIRTUE, by it-felf, is thought but

an ill Bargain : and I know few, even of the

Religious and Devout, who take up with

it any otherwife than as Children do with

Phyfick ; where the Rod and Sweetmeat

are the potent Motives. : :

Tuey are Children indeed, reply’d v
THEocLES, and fhou'd be treated fo,
who need any Force or Perfuafion to do
what conduces to their Health and Good.
But, where, I ‘befeech you, - are thofe
forbidding Circumftances which fhou'd
make Virtue go down fo hardly? Is it not,
among other things, that you think
your-felf by this means precluded the fine
Tables and coftly Eating of our modern
Epicures; and that perhaps you fear the
being reduc’d to eat always as ill as now,
upon a plain Dith or two, and no more?

Tuis, I protefted, was injurioufly
fuppos’d of me. For I wifh’d never to eat
N ' otherwife
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Part 2.otherwife thag I now did, at his Table;

v~ which, by the way, had more refemblance
¢ thought) of ﬁypl CURUS’s, than thofe
which #bw-a-days prepofteroufly pafs'd
under his name. For if his Opinion might
be taken, the higheft Pleafures in the
World were owing to Temperance, and
modera®e Ule. ‘

IF then the mereft Studier of Pleafure,
(anfwer'd THEoCcLES) even EP1cURUS
himfelf, made that favourable Report of

Temper- Temperance, fo different from his modern
" Difciples; if he cowd boldly fay, ¢ That
“ with fuch Fare as a mean Garden

¢ afforded, he cou’d vie even with the

* Gods for Happinefs;” how fhall we

fay of this part of Virtue, that it needs

be taken upon Terms? If the immediate
Praltice of Temperance be thus harmlefs;

are its Confequences injurious? Does it
take from the Vigour of the Mind, confume

the Body, and render both the one and

the other lefs apt to their proper Exercifes,

* the Enjoyments of Reafon or Senfe, or

“ the Employments and Offices of Civil

“ Life ?” Or 1s it that a Man’s Circum-
ftances are the worfe for it, as he ftands
towards his Friends, or Mankind? Is 2
Gentleman in this fenfe to be pity’d, « As

“ One burdenfom to himfelf, and others;

*“ One whom all Men will naturally fhun, 2s

& an ill Friend, and a Corrupter of Society
€6 and
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¢ and Good Manners ?”” ——— Shall we

o

: : < Se&t. 2.
confider our Gentleman in a publick Truft, ~~

and fee whether he is like" to fucceed befy
with this reftraining Quality ; or* whether
he miy be more rely'd on, and thought
more incorrupt, if his Appetites are high,
and his Relith ftrong towards that which
we call Pleafure ? Shall we confider’him as
a: Souldier, in a Campain, or Siege; and
advife with our-felves how we might be
beft defended, if we had occafion for fuch
a one’s Service? “ Which Officer wou'd
“ make the beft for the Souldiers ;
“ Which Souldier for the Officers; or
“ Which Army for their Country ?”
What think you of our Gentleman, for
a8 Fellow-Traveller £ Woud he, as a
temperate Man, be an ill Choice? Woud
jt indeed be more eligible and delightful
“ To have a Companion, " who, in any
¢ fhift or neceflity, wou'd prove the moft
< ravenous, and eager to provide in the
¢ firft place for himfelf, and his own
¢ exquifite Senfations ?” ~—— I know not
what to fay where Besury is concern’d.
Perhaps the amorous Galants, and exquifite
Refiners on this fort of Pleafure, may have
fo refin’d their Minds and Tempers, that,
notwithftanding their accuftom’d Indul-
gence, they can, upon occafion, renounce
their Enjoyment, rather than wviolate
Honour, Faith, or Juftice. And thus,
ut laft, there will be little Virtue or Worth

afcrib’d

0]
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Part 2. afcrib’d to tl}és patient fober Charater.
7L'¢:W * The dull # lrgﬁgrate‘ Man is no fitter to
mfh ‘“ be trufted than the elegant luxurious one.
¢ Innqcence, Youth, and Fortune may

v “ be as well tommitted to the Care of

© ¢ this latter Gentleman. - He wou’d prove

« as good an Executor, as good & Trgzﬁee,

“ as good 4 Guardian, as he woud 4

« Friend. The Family which entrufted

¢ him wou’d be fecure; and no Difhonour,

 in any likelihood, wou’d happen from

¢ the honeft Man of Pleafure.” -

THE Serioufnefs with which THeE-
ocLEs fpoke this, made it the more
pleafant ; and fet our other Company upon
faying a great many good things on the
fame Subje®, in commendation of ¢
temperate. Life. So that our Dianer by
this time being ended, and the Wine,
according to Cuftom, placd before us;
I found ftill we were in no likelihood of
proceeding to a Debauch. Every-one
drank only as he fancy’d, in no Order or
Proportion, and with no regard to circular
Healths or Pledges: A Manner which the
fociable Men of another Scheme of Morals
wou’d have cenfur'd, no doubt, as 2
heinous Irregularity, and Corruption of
Good-Fellow/bip, '

I OwnN
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I Own (faid I) I"am far¥from® thinking
TeMPERANCE fo difagreeable a- Cha-

241

Se&. 2

Va'a "

racter. As for this part of Virtue, I thin#®

there is no need of taking & on any other
Terms to recommend it, than the mere
Advantage of being fav’d from Intemper-
ance, and from the Defire of 5things
unneceffary. :

How! faid THEOCLES, are you thus
far advanc’d? And can you carry this
Temperance fo far as to Eftates and
Honours, by oppofing it to Awarice and
Ambition?——Nay, then truly, you may
be faid to have fairly embark’d your-felf in
this Caufe. You have paf€'d the Channel,
and are more than half-Seas over. There
remains no further Scruple in the cafe of
Virtue, unlefs you will declare your-felf
a Coward, or conclude it a Happinefs to
be born one. For if you can be temperate
withal towards Li1FEe, and think it not
{o great a bufinefs, whether 7¢ be of fewer
or more Years; but fatisfy’d with what
you have liv’d, can rife a thankful Gueft
from a full liberal Entertainment; Is not
this the Sum of all? the finithing Stroke
and very Accomplithment of Virtue? In
this Temper of Mind, what is there can
hinder us from forming for our-felves as
Heroick ¢ Charaéter as we pleafe? What
is -there either Good, Generous, or G;;{ag

whic

#
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Part 2. which does not naturally flow from fuch
VN a modeft TEMPERANCE? Let us once
gain this fimplet plair*-look’d Virtue, and
ee whether the more thining Virtues will
# not follow. Sge what that Country of the
" Mind will produce, when by the wholefom
11apg. Laws of this Legiflatrefs 1t has obtain'd
TY, Ciwil. its Libgrty! You, PHiLoCLES, whoare
‘ fuch an Admirer of Civil Liberty, and can
reprefent it to your-felf with a thoufand
feveral Graces and Advantages; can you
imagine no Grace or Beauty in that original
Moral.  Native Liberty, which fets us free from fo
many inborn Tyrannys, gives us the
Privilege of our-felves, and make us our
own, and Independent? A fort of Property,
which, methinks, is as material to us to
the full, as that which fecures us our Lands,

or Revenues.

I Suovu’p think, faid he (carrying on
his Humour) that one might draw the
Picture of this Myral Dame to as much
advantage as that of her Political Sifter;
whom you admire, as defcrib’d to us “ ia
“ her AMa zoN-Drefs, with a free manly
“ Air becoming her ; her Guards the
“ Laws, with their written Tables, like
“ Bucklers, furrounding her ; Riches,
“ Traffick, and Plenty, with the Cornucopia,
“ ferving as her Attendants; and in her
¢ Train the Arts and Sciemces, like
“ Children, playing.”———The reft of the

Piece
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Piece is eafy to imagine: “ Her Triumph Se&. 2.
« over Tyranmy, and lawles Rule of Luft L~y
« and Paffion.”——But-what a Triumph )
wou’d her Sifter's be! What Menfters ofé
favage Paffions wou'd there gppear fubdu’'d® = »
« There fierce Ambition, Luff, Uproars

“ Mif-rule, with all the Fiends which rage

¢ in human Breafts, * wou’d be fcurely

¢ chain’d. And when Fortune her-{elf, the

“ Queen of Flatterys, with that Prince of

¢ Terrors, Death, were at the Chariot-

« wheels, as Captives; how natural wou'd

«“ it be to fee Fortitude, Magnanimity,

¢ YFuflice, Homour, and all that generous

« Band attend as the Companions of our

« inmate Lady LiserTy ! She, like

« fome new-born Goddefs, wou’d grace

« her Mother’s Chariot, and own her

« Birth from humble Temperance, that

¢ nurfing Mother of the Virtues; who

« like the Parent of the God’s (old

« Reverend CyBELE) wou'd properly

« appear drawn by rein’d Lions, patient of

« Lge Bit, and on her Head a Turret-like

« Attire: the Image of defenfive Power,

“ apnd Strength of Mind.”

BY THIS PiGure THEOCLES, I
found, had given Entertainment to the
Company ; who from this rough Draught
of his, fell to defigning upon the fame
Subject, after the antient manner; till

Propicus
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Propicus and CeBEs, and all the
Antients ‘wese“exhaufted.  * :

s GetfreMmeN, faid I, the Defcriptions

Jou have been Bhajfing, are, no doubt, the
fineft if the world: But after all, when
yott have made Virtue as glorious and
triumpant as you pleafe, I will bring you
an authentick PiGure of another kind,
where we fhall fee this Triumph 2
Reverfe; “ Vir TUE her-felf a Captive in
« her turn; and by a proud Conqueror
« triumph’d over, degraded, fpoil'd of all
« her Honours, and defac’d; fo as to
“ retain hardly one fingle Feature of real
¢« Beauty.”—

I OFrER'D to go on further, but cou’d
not, being {o violently decry’d by my two
Fellow-Guefts ; who protefted they wou'd
never be brought to own fo deteftable a
PiGture: And one of ’em (a formal fort
of Gentleman, fomewhat advanc’d in
Years) looking earneftly upon me, faid,
in an angry Tone, “ That he had hitherto,
« indeed, conceiv’d fome hopes of me;
« nothwithftanding he obferv’d my Freedom
“ of Thought, and heard me quoted for
“ fuch a paffionate Lover of Liberty:
«“ But he was forry to find that my
« Principle of Liberty extended in fine to
“ a Liberty from all Principles” (fo he

" exprefs’d himfelf) “ And none, he thought,

¢ befide
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¢ befide 'a Libertine in Principle wou'd Se&. 2.
« aprrovezof fuch a Piiturc ®f Virfue, as A~

“ only an Atheift could have the jnpydence
 to make.”

THEeEocLEs the while fat ﬁle?xt; tho
he faw I minded nof my Antagonift, buc
kept my Eye fix'd fteddily on $himfelf,
exge&iu to hear what he wou'd fay. At
laft, ferching a deep Sigh, O PuirLocLEs,
faid he, how well you are Mafter of that
Caufe you have taken on you to defend |
How well you know the way to gain
advantage to the worft of Caufes, from the
imprudent Management of thofe who defend
the beft | —1 dare not, for my own fhare,
affirm to you, as my worthy Friends have
done, ¢ That ’tis the Atheiff alone can
“ lay this load on Virtue, and picture her
« thus difgracefully.” No——There
are other over-officious and lefs-fufpected
Hands, which do her perhaps more injury,
tho with a better colour. :

T uAT Virtue fhouw'd, with any Shew
of Reafon, be made @ Viétim (continu’d
he, turning himfelf to his Guefts) muft
have appear’d ftrange to you, no doubt, ,
to hear afferted with fuch aflurance as has
been done by PuirocLEs. You cou'd
conceive no tolerable ground for fuch a
SpeQacle. In this reversd Triumph you
expected perhaps to fee fome foreign Con-

Vol, 2, R - queror
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Part 2.queror 4exalted; as éithers Fice it-felf, or
UYN Pleafure, Wit, [purbous Philofephy, or fome
e falfe dmgg of Truth or Nature. Liule
4+ Were you awarg, that the cruel Enemy
Religim  ofpos’d g Virtue fou'd.be RELIGION
;’u"ed Vi jtfelf! But you will call.to mind, that even
) innocen&, and without -any treacherous
defign, Yirtue is often treated fo, by thofe
who wou’d magnify to the utmoft the
Corruption of Man’s Heart; and in expo-
fing, as they pretend, the Falfhood of
Human Virtue, think to extol Religion. How
many Religious Authors, how many Sacred
Orators turn all their edge this way, and
ftrike at Moral Virtue as a kind of Szep-
Dame, or Rival to REL1Gc10N!
“ * Morality muft not be nam’d ; Nature
“ has no pretence; Rez;ﬁm is an Enemy;
“ Common  Fuftice, Folly; and Virtue,
« Mifery. Who wou’d not be vitious, had
¢ he his Choice? Who wou’d forbear, but
“ becaufe be mufi? Or who wou’d value
“ Virwse, but for Hereafter >—— - -

TRuvry, faid the old Gentleman (in-
terrupting him) if this be the Triumph of
Religion, ’tis fuch as her greateft Enemy,
I believe, wou'd fcarce deny her : and I
mutt ftill be of Opinion (with PH1LoCLES’S
leave) that it is no great fign of Tendernefs

Zel.  for Religion, to be {o zealous in honouring
her at the coft of Virzue.
* See VOL.IIL p. 310,
PERHAPS
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Peruaprs fo, faldsl. Yet that there
arc_many fuch Zealots in the Wgrld, you
will acknowledg, And_that there issa
certain Harmony betWeen this gfea/ and
what you call Atheifm, T HE ocLESs, you 4teifm.
hear, has allow’d. —But let us Fﬁear him
out; if perhaps he will be fo fite as to
difcover - to us -what he thinks of the
generality of our Religious Writers, and
their Method of encountring their common
Enemy, the Atheiff. This is a Subject
which poffibly may need a better clearing,
For ’tis notorious that the chief Oppofers
of Atheifm write upon contrary Principles
to one another, {o as in a manner to confute
themfelves. Some of ’em hold zealoufly
for Virtue, and are Realiffs in the Point.
Others, one may fay, are only nominal MO R 4-
Moralifts, by making Virtue nothing in it- %1575
felf, a Creature of Will only, or a mere Real.
Name of Fafthion: ’Tis the fame in Natu- Natwa-
ral Philofophy : Some take one Hypothefis, %
and fome another. I fhou’d be glad to
difcover once the true Foundation; and
ditinguith thofe who effeGtually refute
their other: Antagonifts as well as the
Atheifls, and rightly aflere the joint-Caufe
of Virtue and Religion.

HERE, Paremon, I had my With,.
For by degrees I ingag'd THEOCLES to’
. R 2 difcover
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Part 2% difcover himglf fully upon-thefe Subjecs ;
M~ ywhich ferv’d as a Bgelude to thofe we were

~

to ingagatin, the next Morning; for the
‘#proach of whigh, I fo impatiently long’d.

his Sgeculations ffrov'd.of a rational kind,
this previous Difcourfe (I knew) wou’d help

. 'me to fomprehcnd em ; if only pleafing

Fancys, this wou'd help me however to
pleale my-felf the better with ‘em.

H e rE then began his Criticifm of
Authors ; which grew by degrees into a

.continu’d Difcourfe. So that had this been

at a Univerfity, THEOCLES might very
well have pafs'd for fome grave Divinity-

- Profeflor, or Teacher of Ethicks, reading

Divinity.

Divines,

an Afternoon-Lecture to his Pupils.

SECT. IL

T wou'd be undoubtedly, faid he, a
happy Caufe which cou'd have the
benefit of fuch Managers as fhou’d never
give their Adverfarys any handle of advantage
againft it. I cou’d wifh that in the Caufé
of REL1G10N we had reafon to boaft as
much. But fince ’tis not impofible to
write ill even in the beft of Caufes, I am
inclin’d to think this great one of Religion
may have run at leaft an equal hazard
with any other ; fince they who write in
defence of it, are apt generally to ufe fo
: : . much
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much the lefs Caution, as they are moreﬁ ect. 3.
exempt from the fear of Centfure or Cdticifin 4
in their own Perfon. eir Agdverfary i8

well fecur’d and filenc’d to their hdr¥l. Theg, *
may fafely provoke higa #® a Field whege -
he cannot appear’ operlx?;, or as a $rofefs’d
Antagonift. His Weapons are private, and

can often reach the Caxfe without offence to

its Maintainers; whilft no dire& Attack ,
robs them of their imaginary Victory. They
conquer for themfelves, and expect to be
approv’d ftill for their Zeal, however the

Caufe it-felf may have fufferd in their

hands.

PER u aps then, faid I, (interrupting
him) it may be true enough, what was faid
once by a Perfon who feem’d zealous for
Religion, “ That none wrif well againft
«¢ the Atheifts befide the Clerk who drew s
¢ the Warrant for their Execution.”

Ir this were the frue Writing, reply’d
he, there wou’d be an end of all Difpute or
Reafoning in the Cafe. For where Force
is neceflary, Reafon has nothing to do,
But on the other hand, if Reafon be needful,
Force in the mean while muft be laid
afide; For there is no Enforcement of
Reafon, but by Reafon. And therefore if
Atheiffs are to be reafon’d with, at all;
they are to be reafon’d with, like other

R 3 Men ;
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Pare,2.4Men ; fince éhere’s no other way in nature

N

Aiheift.

L 4

Punifb-

ment.

to contince “em. .
> o &

- 3 > . .
& TuisI own, faid I, feems rational and

juft: Bl% I'm afrgid that moft of the
devout People will be found ready to

. abandon the patient, for the more concife

Method® And tho Force without Reafon may
be thought fomewhat hard, yet your other
way of Reafon without Force, I am apt to
think, wou’d meet with fewer Admirers.

BuT perhaps, replyd THEOCLES, tis

a mere Sound which troubles us. The
Word or Name of Athetff may poflibly
occafion fome Difturbance, by being made
to defcribe two Characters fo very different
as His who abfolutely denies, and His who
only doubts. Now he who doubts, may
poflibly lament his own Unhappinefs, and
wifh to be convinc’d. He who denies, is
daringly prefumptuous, and fets up an
Opinion againft the Intereft of Mankind,
and Being of Society. ’Tis eafily feen
that one of thefe Perfons may bear a due
refpett to the Magiftrate and Laws, tho
not the other ; who being obnoxious to
them, is therefore punifhable. But how
the former is punifhable 4y Man, will be
hard to fay; unlefs the Magiftrate had do-
minion over Minds, as well as over A&ions
and Behaviour; and had power to exercife
an

N



S = e e mmmamm— e ki

ARHAPSODY. ° 1261

an Inqﬁiﬁtion within the ‘inmoft Bofoms Se&. 3., -
and fecret Thoughts of$Men. A T f/‘*/\i
L]

L]
”

L
I APPREHEND you, faid L* And bp
your account, as therg are fwo forts g
People who are call’d Atheifts, b there
are fwo ways of Writing againft tjem, .
which may be fitly us’'d apart, bug not fo
well jointly. You wou'd fer afide mere .
Menaces, and feparate the Pbhilofopher’s
Work from the Magifirate's ; taking it for Magi-
granted, that the more difcreet and fober/fra
part of Unbelievers, who come not under
the difpatching Pen of the Magiftrate,
can be affe¢ted only by the more deliberate
and gentle one of Philofophy. Now
the Language of the Magiftrate, I muft
confefs, has little in common with that
of Philofophy. Nothing can be more
unbecoming the Magifterial Authority than
a Philofophical Stile: and nothing can be
more unphilofophical than a Magifterial
one. A Mixture of thefe muft needs {poil
both. And therefore, in the Caufe before
us, “ If any one befides the Magiftrate
“ can be faid to write well; ’tis HEe
¢ (according to your account) who writes
« as becomes Philofophy, with Freedom
« of Debate, and Fairnefs towards his
¢ Adverfary.”

Arvrow it, replyd he. For what can

" be more equitable ? Nothing. But
‘ R 4 will
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will tbe World be of the fame Opinion ?
And way this Method of writing be juftly

~pfhitisd jn it® * Undoubredly ‘it may.

8And for a Proof, we have many Inftances

Philsfophy.

v

Feaboufy
of Authors.

jn Antiquity to produte. The Freedom
taken in this Philofophical way was never
efteem’d injurious to Religion, or prejudicial
to the ulgar: fince we find it to have been
a Prattice both in Writing and Converfe
among the Great Men of a Virtuous and
Religious People: and that even thofe
Magiftrates who officiated at the Alrars,
and were the Guardians of the publick
Worfhip, were Sharers in thefe free Debates.

Foréive me, THEOCLES, (faid I)
if I perfume to fay, that ftill this reaches
not the Cafe before us. We are to confider
Chriftian Times, fuch as are now prefent.
You know the common Fate of thofe
who dare to appear fair Authors. What
was that Pious and Learned Man's Cafe,
who wrote the Intellectual Syflem of the
Univerfe?2 1 confefs it was pleafant enough
to confider, that tho the whole World
were no lefs fatisfy’d with his Capacity
and Learning, than with his Sincerity in
the Caufe of Deity; yet was he accus’d
of giving the upper hand to the Atheifts,
for having only ftated their Reafons,
and thofe of their Adverfarys, fairly
together, And among other Writings of
this kind, you may remember how a

' certain
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certain Fair INQuUIRy (as you call'd it)
was receiv'd, and what offence® was takeh

at it, s
s [ ]

I AmMforry, faid THEOCLES, it provid
fo. But now indeed you have found a
way which may, perhaps, force mg to
difcourfe at large with you on this head;
by entering the Lifts in defence of a Friend

unjuftly cenfur'd for this Philofophical

Liberty.

I ConFEssSD to THEOCLES and
the Company, that this had really been
my Aim : And that for this reafon alone I
made my-felf the Accufer of this Author;
“ Whom I here acually charg’d, as I did

-«¢ all thofe other moderate calm Writers,

¢ with no lefs than Profanenefs, for
¢ reafoning fo unconcernedly and patiently,
¢ without the leaft fhew of Zeal or Paffion,
“ upon the Subje of a Deity, and a future
« State.”

Axp I, on the other fide, reply’d
THEoCLES, am rather for this patient
way of Reafoning, and will endeavour to
clear my Friend of this Imputation ; if you
can have patience enough to hear me out,
in an Affair of fuch a compafs.

WE all anfwerd for our-felves, and he
began thus, : oF

26;

Gy 3°

“«
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A~ .
Aubys.  ®OF T H Ewsmany Writers ingag’d in the
eDefence of Religion, it feems to me that
*the greateft part are §mploy’d, either in
fupporting the Truth of the Chriftian Faith
in general, or in refuting fuch particular
Doﬁrines as are efteem’d Innovations in
the Chriftian Church. There are not,
’tis thought, many Perfons in the World
who are loofe in the very Grounds and
Principles of all Religion: And to
fuch as thefe we find, indeed, there are
not many Writers who purpofely apply
themfelves. They may think it a mean
Labour, and {carce becoming them, to
argue fedately with fuch as are almoft
univerfally treated with Deteftation and
Horrour. But as we are requir’d by our
Religion to have Charity for all Men, fo we
cannot furely avoid having a real Concern
for thofe whom we apprehend to be under
the worft of Errors, and whom we find b
Experience to be with the greateft difficulty
reclaim’d.  Neither ought they perhaps
in prudence to be treated with fo little
regard, whofe Number, however fmall, is
thought to be rather increafing; and this
too among the People of no defpicable
Rank. So that it may well deferve fome
Confideration, * Whether in our Age and
¢ Country the fame Remedys may ferve,
* which have hitherto been try'd ; or
‘ whether
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« ‘whether fome other may not be prefer'd, Sect 3.
¢ as being futable to Times of lefs Strictnefs L VN
“ in Matters of Religion; and Places left .

“ fubject to Authoriy.” .

e

T H1s might be enough to put an Author
upon thinking of fuch a way of reafonjpg
with thefe deluded Perfons, as in his
Opinion might be more effetual for their .
Benefit, than the repeated Exclamations
and Invettives with which moft of the
Arguments us’d againft them are commonly
accompany’d. Nor was it fo abfurd to
imagine that a quite different Method
might be attempted; by which a Writer
might offer Reafon to thefe Men with fo
much more Favour and Advantage, as he
appear’d un-prepoflefs’d, and willing to
examine every thing with the greateft
Unconcern and Indifference. For to fuch
Perfons as thefe, ’tis to be fear’d, ’cwill
always appear, ¢ That what was never
« queflion'd, was never prov’d: and That
« whatever Subject had not, at fome time
“or other, been examin’d with perfe&
« Indifference, was never rightly examin'd,
“ nor cou'd rightly be believ'd” And in
a Treatife of this kind, offer’d as an Efay
or Inquiry only, they wou'd be far from
finding that Imparuality and Indifference
which is requifite ; if inftead of a Readinefs
to comply with whatever Confequences
fuch an Examination as this, and the
' Courfe
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Courfe of Reafoning bsought forth, the
uthor thon’d fhew a previdus Inclination
to the Confe§uences only oh one fide, and

" an Abhorrence of ang Conclufion on the

other,

O TuERS therefore, in different Cir-
cumftances, may perhaps have found it
neceflary, and becoming their CharaéZer,
to fhew all manner of Deteftation both
of the Perfons and Principles of thefe
Men. Our Author, on the contrary, whofe
Charalter exceeds not that of a Lay-man,
endeavours to fhew Civility and Favour,
by keeping the faireft Meafures he poffibly
can with the Men of this fort; allowing
’em all he is.able; and arguing with a
perfe& Indifference, even on the Subject
of a Deizy. He offers to conclude nothing
pofitive himfelf, but leaves it to others to
draw Conclufions from his Principles: -
having this one chief Aim and Intention;
“ How, in the firft pldce, to reconcile
“ thefe Perfons to the Principles of Virtue ;
¢ That, by this means, 2 Way might be
“ laid open to Religion; by removing
¢ thofe greateft, if not only Obftacles to
“ 1t, which arife from the Vices and
‘ Paffions of Men.”

"T 15 upon this account he endeavours
chiefly to eftablith Virtue on Principles,
by which he is able to argue with tf‘%fe

who
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who are not as yet induc’d to own aSect. 3.4
Gop, or Future State. 1f*he cannotdo A A~
thus much, he reckons ht does nothing,
For how can Supresse Goodnefs be intelligible-
to thofe who know not what Goodnefs-
it-felf is? Or how can Virtue be underftood
to deferve Reward, when as yet its Merit
and Excellence is unknown ¢ We begin
furely at the wrong end, when we wou’d
- prove MERIT by Favour, and ORDER
by a Deity. This our Friend feeks
to redrefs. For being, in refpe&t of
VirTUE, what you lately call'd 2 Realsft ;
he endeavours to thew, « That It is really
« fomerthing i it-felf, and in the nawre
« of Things: not arbitrary or faiitious
« (if may fo fpeak) not conftituted from
« without, or dependent on Cuffom, Fancy,
« or Will ; not even on the Supreme
« Will it-felf, which.can no-way govern
« it; but being neceffarily good, is govern'd
« by it, and gyer uniform with it.” And
notwithftanding He has thus made VirTUE
his chief Subje®, and in fome meafure
independent on Religion, yet I fancy he
may poflibly appear at laft as high a Divine
as he is a Moralifi.

Iwou'p not willingly advance it asTheit
a Rule, « That thofe who make only gXomir
« Name of VIRTUE, make no more of **"
“ DE1TY, and cannot without Affe(tation
¢ defend the Priniiples of Religion:”

But
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.. Part 2.But this I will venture to affert; * That
P Nl whoever ﬁngcre!y defends VIRTUE,
Nominal, © and is a Realiff in MoRALITY, muft

Rul. ¢ of neceflity, in a manner, by the fame

¢« Scheme of Reafoning, prove as very a

“ RealiffigDiviINITY.

A v1 Affeitation, but chiefly in Philofo-
phy, I muft own, I think unpardonable.
And you, Pu1rocLrEs, whocan give no
quarter to ill Reafoning, nor endure any
unfound or inconfiftent Hypothefis; you
will be fo ingenuous, I dare fay, as to
reject our modern DE1sM, and challenge
thofe who afflume a Name to which their
Philofophy can never in the leaft intitle ’em,

€oMMEND me to honeft Er1cuRrus,
who raifes his DE1Tvy’s aloft in the
imaginary Spaces ; and fetting ’em apart out
of the Univerfe and Nature of Things,
makes nothing of ’em beyond a Word.
This is ingenuous, and plain dealing: For
this every one who Philofophizes may
cafily underftand, ' ’

THE fame Ingenuity belongs to thofe
Philofophers whom you, PuirocLEsS,
feem inclin’d to favour. When A ScEp-
T 1 cK queftions, “Whether @ real Theology
« can be rai’d out of Pbhilofopby alone,
« without the help of Rewelation;” He
dces no more than pay a handfom Com-
| ' pliment
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pliment to Authority and the receiv'd Set. 3. =
Religion. He can impofe on, no-one who VWV
reafons deeply: fince whoever does fo, .

will eafily conceive, that at this rate Theo-

logy muft have no Foundationat all. For
Revelation it-felf, we Kknow, is founded

on the Acknowledgment of a Divine
Exiftence: And ’tis the Province of Philo-

fophy alone to prove what Revelation

only fuppofes.

I Looxk on it, therefore, as a moft
unfair way, for thofe who wou’d be Bui/ders,
and undertake this Proving part, to
lay fuch a Foundation as is unfufficient to
bear the Strucure.  Supplanting and
Undermining may, in other Cafes, be fair
War : But in Philofophical Difputes, ’tis
not allowable to work under-ground, or as
in Sieges by the Sap. Nothing can be more
unbecoming than to talk magifterially and
in venerable Terms of “ A Supreme
“ NATURE, an Infinite Being, and A
“ DE1TY;” whenall the while @ Providence
is never meant, nor any thing like Order or
the Government of @ Mind admitted. For
when zhefé are underftood, and real Divinity
acknowledg’d ; the Notion is not dry,
and barren; but fuch Confequences are
neceflarily drawn from it, as muftfet us in
Action, and find Employment for our
ftrongeft AffeGtions. All the Dutys of
RELIGION evidently follow hence d’

an
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Part 2.and no exception remains againft any of

g thofe gregt "Maxims which Revelation has

Nominay, Cftablf’d. _

Real, * 3

N o w whether offr Friend be unfeignedly

and fingerely 6{ this latter fort of real

- Theologifls, you will learn beft from the
Confequences of his Hypothefis. You will
obferve, whether inftead of ending in
mere Speculation, it leads to Praclice: And
you will then furely be fatisfy’d, when you

" fee fuch a Stru@ure rais’d, as with the
Generali