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THE CHRONICLES AND MEMORIALS

o¥

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND
DURING THE MIDDLE AGES.

PURBLISHED BY THE AUTHORITY OF HER MAJESTY'S TREASURY, UNDER
THE DIRECTION OF THE MASTER OF THE ROLLS.

ON the 26th of January 1857, the Master of the Rolls
submitted to the Treasury a proposal for the publication
of materials for the History of this Country from the
Invasion of the Romans to the Reign of Henry VIII.

The Master of the Rolls suggested that these materials
should be selected for publication under competent editors
without reference to periodical or chronological arrange-
ment, without mutilation or abridgment, preference being
given, in the first instance, to such materials as were most
scarce and valuable.

He proposed that each chronicle or historical document
to be edited should be treated in the same way as if thce
editor were engaged on an Editio Princeps ; and for this
purpose the most correct text should be formed from an
accurate collation of the best MSS.

To render the work more generally useful, the Master
of the Rolls suggested that the editor should give an
account of the MSS. employed by him, of their age and
their peculiarities ; that he should add to the work a brief
account of the life and times of the author, and any
remarks necessary to explain the chronology ; but no other
note or comment was to be allowed, except what might be

necessary to establish the correctness of the text.
a2
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The works to be published in octavo, separately, as
they were finished ; the whole responsibility of the task
resting upon the editors, who were to be chosen by the
Master of the Rolls with the sanction of the Treasury.

The Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury, after a careful
consideration of the subject, expressed their opinion in a
Treasury Minute, dated February 9, 1857, that the plan
recommended by the Master of the Rolls “ was well
calculated for the accomplishment of this important
national object, in an effectual and satisfactory manner,
within a reasonable time, and provided proper attention be
paid to economy, in making the detailed arrangements,
without unnecessary expense.”

They expressed their approbation of the proposal that
each chronicle and historical document should be edited
in such a manner as to represent with all possible correct-
ness the text of each writer, derived from a collation of the
best MSS., and that no notes should be added, except
such as were illustrative of the various readings. They
suggested, however, that the preface to each work should
contain, in addition to the particulars proposed by the
Master of the Rolls, a biographical account of the author,
so far as authentic materials existed for that purpose, and
an estimate of his historical credibility and value.

Rolls House,
December 1857.
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PREFACE.

ALEXANDER NECKAM was certainly one of the most
remarkable English men of science in the twelfth
century ; yet, as is the case with so many of the dis-
tinguished men of the middle ages, all we know of
his personal history is derived from a few allusions of
his own, and from a very small number of brief state-
ments scattered through the pages of writers of a some-
what later date. We know the date of his birth from
a chronicle formerly existing among the manuscripts
of the earl of Arundel, which informed us that «“ In the
“ month of September 1157 there was born to the king
“ at Windsor a son named Richard, and the same night
“ was born Alexander Neckam at St. Alban’s, whose
“ mother gave suck to Richard with her right breast,
“ and to Alexander with her left breast.”! Richard
Cceur-de-Lion was celebrated for his love of literature
and learning, and the position which the circumstance
here related by the chronicler gave to Neckam in
regard to such a prince goes far to explain the brilliant
position he gained in after-life. That he was born
and passed hlB boyhood at. St. Alban’s we have his
own assertion in the poem De Laudibus Divine
Sapientie printed in the present volume;® and he

“ Mense Septembri natus est | * mamilla dextra, sed Alexandrum
“ anno MCLVIL regi filius Ricardus | “ fovit ex mamilla sua sinistra.”—
“ nomine'apud Windleshore ; eadem | James, Coll. vii. 34, as quoted by
* nocte natus est Alexander Nec- | Tanner.
ham apud Sanctum Albanum, . ? See p. 503.
“ cujus mater fovit Ricardum ex

Date and
place of
Neckam'’s
birth,
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X PREFACE.

appears from his own account to have received his
earlier education in the abbey school. Hence in the

" manuscripts, as early as the thirteenth century, he is

often called Alexander of St. Alban’s (Alexander de
Sancto Albano). Here Alexander is said to have made
such rapid advance in learning, that while still very
young the direction of the school at Dunstable, a de-
pendency of the abbey of St. Alban’s, was entrusted
to him. But the young scholar required a larger field
for the expansion of his intellect, and he proceeded to
the then celebrated University of Paris, where he was
a distinguished professor as early as the year 1180,
when he can have heen no more than twenty-three
years of age. It would appear from his own words
that he had attached himself to the school of the Petit
Pont (Parvus Pons),? which had been established a few
years before by his fellow-countryman Adam du Petit
Pont, and which was celebrated for the subtleties of
its reasoning, to which he alludes directly in one of
his writings® and of which he gives examples in his
treatise De Naturis Rerum.t At Paris, he tells us, in
the first place he studied and taught the arts (astes),
that is, the grammatical course, including rhetoric and
poetry, and that he also studied biblical criticism, the

canon and civil law, and medicine® Perhaps he became
! Budeeus, Hist. Univ, Parisiensis, ¢ See the book De Nuturis Rerum,
tom. ii. p. 427, 725. lib. ii. cap. 173.

2 See the poem De Laudibus Di-
vine Sapientie, p. 503 : —
« Vix aliquis locus est dicta mihi
“ notior urbe,
« Qua Modici Pontis parva co-
“ Jumna fui.”
* He says, “ Subtilitati Parvipon-
“ tanme veritatis equiparetur,” in
speaking of the properties of good
wine, in his treatise De Ultensilibus,
printed in my Volume of Vocabu-
larics, p. 103.

8 Neckham, De Laudibus Divine
Sapientie, p. 503 :—
“ Iic artes didici docuique fideli-
‘ ter, inde
“ Accessit studio lectio sacra
“ meo.
« Audivi canones, Hippocra-
“ tem, cum Galieno,
“ Jus civile mihi displicuissc

{3 ueg”."
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weary and disgusted with the empty subtleties of the
scholastic learning, for it is stated, on what good
authority I am not aware, that in 1186 he returned
to England, and that in the year following he resumed
his old position of director or master of the school at
Dunstable! He is said, according to some accounts, to
have remained here only a year, and at a subsequent
period a new change in his position took place.
Modern writers, without any certainty as to the His name.
origin or meaning of Alexander’s surname, appear to
be agreed that the correct mode of writing it is Neckum.
In some manuscripts it is Neckam. But as early, no
doubt, as his own lifetime it had become customary,
apparently as a pun upon his own name, to call him
by the Latin word nequam (bad), which is curious as
showing us what was at that time the accepted pro-
nunciation of the Latin gqu. According to an anecdote
given on the authority of Boston of Bury, a biblio-
graphical writer of the beginning of the fifteenth
century, Neckam abandoned his school at Dunstable
because he had formed a desire of entering one of the
monastic orders, and he first turned his eyes to the
great Benedictine establishment in his native town of Puns upon
St. Alban’s. He accordingly addressed an application to '*
the abbot in the terms, “ St wvis, veniam ; sin autem,
“ de. ;” to which the abbot, who appears to have
been somewhat of a wit, replied, “ Si bonus es, venias ;
“ 8t nequam, nequagquam.” We are told that Neckam
took so much offence at this joke upon his name, that
he abandoned the Benedictines, and became one of the
Augustinian monks of Cirencester.? There is reported,
however, to have existed an old and close intimacy
between Neckam and the bishop of Worcester, whom

' Histoire Littéraire de France, I * Boston Buriensis, ap. Tanner,
tom. xviii. p. 531. sub v. NECHAMUS.
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he is said to have accompanied into Italy, which may
account for his taking up his residence in that diocese.

Madeabbot Neckam was elected abbot of Cirencester in 1213.!

of Ciren-
cester,

Neckam’s
position in
science,

His poetry.

We have it also upon equally good authority that he
died at Kempsey, near Worcester, in 1217, and it is
said that, by direction of his friend the bishop, he was
buried in Worcester Cathedral.

A sufficient number of the writings of Alexander
Neckam have been preserved to enable us to fix with
tolerable accuracy his position in medieval science.
Still bound by the old reverence for authority, and
quitting it unwillingly, yet we find him eager for some-
thing more satisfactory and more solid than that which
was usually taught in the schools, and especially he
not unfrequently displays a taste for experimental
science. His great proficiency, however, evidently lay
in that part of the course of school learning which was
entitled the arts, and which included grammar, Latin, .
composition, and poetry, and the study of the ancient
writers ; and we cannot but feel surprised at the extent
of his acquaintance with the latter. He was evidently
proud of his own Latin poems, and it must be allowed
that his Latin verse often rises above the mediocrity of
that age. His prose composition is easy, and less
laboured and confused than that of many of his con-
temporaries. But he constantly obtrudes upon us his
grammatical acquirements, and they are often very
erroneous and very absurd. Thus, in treating of the
various forms of vanity in one of the earlier chapters

1 ¢ Anno ab incarnatione Christi
“ millesimo ducentesimo decimo-
“ tertio, magister Alexander Ne-
“ quam in abbatam Cirencestrie.”
—Chron. Prior. de Dunstap., ed.
Hearne, p. 67.

? Annal. Wigorn. ap. Wharton,
A. S, vol.i. p. 483; Annal. Waverl,,
ap. Gale, vol. ii., p. 184, and Tanner.
Some of the old bibliographers fell
into the mistake of making Neckam
abbet, or prior, of Exeter.
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of the third book De Naturis Rerum, he goes out of His cha-
his way to inform us that the word cadaver consists ™"
of three syllables, representing three distinct words,
which also have their meaning collectively ; thus, cu
must be taken as representing caro, da as duta, and
ver as vermibus; ie, caro data vermibus. The fol-
lowing pages will furnish many examples of the
absurdity of Neckam’s grammatical derivations. Yet
most of his larger works run more or less into this
sort of doctrine, which he was evidently vain of dis-
playing, and in which, in fact, consisted his great
reputation. His works on the books of Scripture and
even on theology degenerate into grammatical com-
mentaries. This was, it is true, in a great degree the
vice of the age rather than that of the individual;
yet, even among his contemporaries, with all their
reverence for him, he was considered to have carried
his grammatical subtleties beyond reasonable bounds.
Roger Bacon, in the book recently published by Pro- Bacon’s
fessor Brewer under the title of Compendium Studii ‘&P;:":‘;‘;:f
Philosophice, after alluding to some of the errors of
Alexander Neckam, concludes with the remark that
“ this Alexander in many things wrote what was true
“ and useful; but that he neither can nor ought by
¢ just title to be reeckoned among authorities.”!

Among the works of Alexander Neckam now extant,
the one best worth printing is certainly that which
forms the bulk of the present volume, the treatise The trea-
De Naturis Rerum. There is no direct allusion in it }'V“:hf:;
which would lead us to fix the exact period at which Rerum.
it was written; but John of Bromton, who concludes
his chronicle with the accession of king John, at which
time he appears to have lived, quotes this work in a

- e ——— . . . . w

' ¢ Hic Alexander in moltis vera | * justo titulo numerari."—ZFr. Ro-
** et otilia scripsit ; sed tamen inter | geri Bacon, Opera Incdita, ed.
*¢ auctores non potest mnec debet | Brewer, p. 457.
b
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~. manner from which we should conclude that it was
very well known at the end of the twelfth century.!
That it was not one of Neckam’s earliest writings is,
however, clear from the circumstance that he mentions
in it some of his most important and largest works,
such as the Corrogationes Promethei? a large continuous
commentary on the books of the Sacred Scriptures,
prefaced by several chapters in which the author sets
down in a manner his principles of grammatical criti-
Planof cism. The plan of this treatise, in the condition in
the book.  rhich it was published by its author, is not very easily
understood, for it consists of two very distinct parts,
" the first two books forming a sort of manual of
natural science, ns it was then taught, and the other
three being simply a commentary on the book of
Ecclesiasticus, which has no direct connexion with that
which precedes. We can only explain this by sup-
posing that, according to Neckam’s original design, they
were two distinct works, and that in the latter part
of the second book of the treatise on mnatural science,
where he treats of man, having dilated on the subjects
of pride, vanity, and other such subjects, he adopted
the notion of adding the three books of the com-
mentary on the Ecclesiasticus as a continuation of the

subject.
Character ~ This book in itself was intended to be a manual
::egtliese peof the scientific knowledge of the time, and as such

galuris would be merely regarded as an interesting monument
erum.

! In Twysden, Decem Scriptores, | xviii. p. 522, gives the passage of
col. 814, Bromton, who quotes the | Bromton as the words of Neckham,
174th chapter of the second book | about whose writings he knew so
(p. 308 of the present volume), gives | little that he imagined the treatise
merely a summary of Neckam's-| De Naturis Rerum and the poem
statement, and not the words of the | De Laundibus Divine Sapientie
original, and in fact quotes him for | were one work, written partly in
more than he says ; but the writer | prose aund partly in verse.
of the notice of our author in the 2 Alexander Neckam, De Na-
Histoire Littéraire de France, tom. | turis Rerum, lib. i, c. 2.
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of the history- of science in western Europe, and
especially in England, during the latter half of the

twelfth century; but it derives a still greater value

for us from the love of its author for illustrating his

theme by the introduction of contemporary anecdotes His stories
and stories relating to the objects treated of, as well ?’;‘iig::“"
as the mention of popular facts and articles of belief
which had come under his observation or knowledge,
many of which offer singular illustrations of the con-
dition and manners of the age. His system of nature
is a very simple one, and is that which was commonly
accepted in his time. The whole universe reduced
itself primarily to the four elements, and as each class
of created objects was believed to partake specially of
one of the elements more than of the others, it was
classified as properly belonging to that element which
was the one supposed to predominate in it. Thus,
birds belonged to air, fishes to water, animals, vege-
tables, and minerals to earth. In concluding his
brief preface, Alexander Neckam repudiates the suppo-
sition that it was his intention to enter into abstruse
inquiries into the natures of things; his only design
was to collect together a quantity of known facts, and |
to treat them morally. That singular passion for -
moralizing upon facts, which, perhaps, had its first
foundations in the moralizations which accompanied
Arop’s fables, which was carried to such an extent

from the eleventh to the fifteenth century, and which

was the root of much of the symbolism of the middle

ages, finds abundant exemplification in the present
volume. There is hardly a single scientific fact which

has not a moral or religious application, although these

are often extremely far fetched, and their truth by no
means very apparent.

The book, indeed, opens with these mystical inter- De Nar.
pretations, as is plain from the title of the first Rerlib.
chapter, which treats of the concordance of the first

b 2

— —_—
—



The
Geaesis.

Neckam's
Hebrew
criticisms.

xvi " PREFACE.

chapter of Genesis in the relation of Moses with that
of the opening of the Gospel of St. John. Neckam'’s
object is to show how in each of these two accounts
the whole doctrine of the Trinity is concealed under
the letter of the text; but this he shows in a still
more extraordinary manner when he turns to the ex-
planation of the Hebrew text, and at least shows that
he had studied to some extent the Hebrew language,
and had, perhaps, picked up something of the mys-
tical spirit of the Hebrew rabbis of his time. For
example, in criticising the words used in the Hebrew
account of the cosmogony, he pretends that the fact
of the Trinity is contained in the very letters of the
first word in the Hebrew text of Genesis, Mwr13,
he created. The two first letters of this word, he
says, make 93, which signifies the son; and this im-
portant word, he pretends, was included in the narrow
compass of two letters, to intimate that the « Word ”
which was the Creator of all things, was afterwards
to be encompassed in the small space of the womb
of the Virgin. Now, he says, join together the third
and first letter of the word, that is, Aleph and Beth,
and you have 2R, which means in Hebrew father;
and take the third and fourth, that is, Aleph and
Shin, and you have wx, pronounced es, that is, fire,
which is intended to signify the Holy Ghost. Here,
then, you have in the letters of this one word the
names of the three persons of the Trinity, and there-
fore the whole mystery of the Trinity itself. But
this is not all. Take the fourth and fifth letters,
Shin and Jod, and you have ', sai, which means an
oblation, or offering, and of course refers to the offer-
ing of the Saviour for our redemption. Join, again,
the fifth letter, Jod, to the fourth letter, Sin, and you
have v», which is the name Jesus, One letter still
remains unaccounted for, the last, n, or Thau, which,
says Neckam, is universally known to mean a cross;
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and the word is composed of six letters, because it
was on the sixth day that the creation of the word
was completed, and on the sixth day of the week that
Christ was crucified. Why, he argues, did the sacred
writer use this particular word PwR"2 at the begin-
ning of his book in preference to several other words
in the same language which he might have used no
less appropriately, if he did not wish to convey to
mankind the mysterious knowledge which was con-
tained in its letters and syllables. Such was the style
of theological criticism eagerly snatched at by the
scholars of the age of Alexander Neckam.

In the second and third chapters, Neckam treats cc.2-4.

of the nature of the light which was created in the
first day, of the creation and nature of the angels,
and of the fall, and character of Satan’s sin; and the
fourth chapter is devoted to the subject of time,
which is treated chiefly in a moral point of view.
The more practical subject of astronomy is dispatched
in the eleven chapters which follow. The firmament
is so vast, according to Neckam, that, in comparison
with it, the earth is no more than a point, and it
revolves incessantly, each revolution occupying the
space of a natural day; but the chapter of which it
forms the subject is taken up chiefly with a comparison
between the firmament and the Christian Church. The
stars and planets are treated in the same manner;
and Neckam’s scientific notions are not much more
advanced. The planets do not appear to sparkle,
because they are nearer than the stars. Astronomy
was still under the cloud of astrology, and Neckam
does not emancipate himself from the belief that each
of the planets had its influence on mankind and on
the affairs of the world. He notices the different
opinions, whether the plancts move with the firma-
ment, or in a contrary direction, and illustrates it by
the example of the motion of a fly in regard to that

Astro-
nomy.
cec. 5-15.
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of a wheel. He gives rules for the reckoning of hours,
days, and weeks; and treats of the changes of the
The spots moon. Lastly, he speculates on the causes of the
indhe  spotted appearance of the moon’s surface. Some, he
says, believed that the lunar body was cavernous,
and that the spots were the caverns, which did not ad-
mit the sun’s rays, and therefore looked dark. Others
believed that the body of the moon was not exactly
round, but that it was in some parts higher, and in
others lower, and that valleys were thus formed which
did not receive the solar light. Others, again, ima-
gined that the surface of the moon was naturally
dark, and that some parts, which were still darker
than the others, did not receive the solar light at
all. Neckam himself considered that God had by de-
sign placed spots on the moon, that, as the celestial
body nearest to the earth, it might be a sign to
man that he also retained spots in his nature con-
tracted from the “prevarication in our first parents.”
He intimates at the same time that there was a still
more popular explanation of this phenomenoh,—that
the common people believed these spots to represent
a rustic who had been condemned to the moon for
stealing thorns, and he gives us a Latin version of
the popular distich which then existed on the sub-

Themanin ject in the following words:
the moon.

“ Rusticus in luna, quem sarcina deprimit una,
“ Monstrat per spinas nulli prodesse rapinas.”

This is very curious as being the earliest allusion we
have to the popular legion of the man in the moon.!

' See p. 54 of the present volume. | English song upon that curious per-
The earliest mention previously | somage, composed, probably, about
known in our medieval western lite- | the middle of the thirteenth cen-
raturc of the popular legend of the | tury, and preserved in a manuscript

man in the moon, was in an old | of English poetry of that century in
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Our author next treats of the elements. The world, The ele-
he considers in common with the philosophers, only 2%
exists in its present state by “a certain concordant
*“ discord ” of the four elements, which he tries to
explain in the sequel. Now, he says, it is known that
after the day of judgment, two of these elements, fire
and water, will have perished, and that the other two -
only, air and earth, will remain ; and he speculates on
the means by which the two elementis thus left will be
bound together, without the intervention of the others.

Of these elements, fire, he says, has, according to Aris- Fire.
totle, three species, light, flame, and carbon; of which
light is considered by some as nothing more than lucid
air (uer lucidus), and carbon is not the matter burnt,
but the fire which burns such matter. These questions
were open to discussion; and Neckam, in this rather
long chapter, has only treated the different qualities of
the element fire as he found them capable of moral-
ization. Air is absolutely necessary to the preservation Air.
of human life, and, in reference to man’s existence, is
compared to his soul. From air come wind and storms,
which are the perturbators of man's existence, corporeal
and spiritual.  Air fills space, and among other illus-
trations of the doctrine that nature allows no vacuum,
or at the least allows it only for an exceedingly short
time, Neckam introduces a very popular illustration
taken from the manners of his own age—the fact that
people were in the habit of robbing the wine-casks

the British - Museum, MS. llarl, ' This very curious song is printed,
No. 2,253. It commences with the | along with the greater part of the
lines, poetry of the same manuscript, in
* Mon in the mone stond antstrit, iy * Specimens of Lyric Poetry,
*“ On his bot-forke is burthen ' “ composed in England in the reign

¢ he bereth ; 1 ‘ of Edward the First (p.110), edited
« Hit is muche wonder that he * for the Percy Society.” It had
* nadown slyt, previously been printed by Ritson,

“ For doute leste he valle he | in his Ancient Songs, 8vo., 1790,
“ shoddreth ant shereth.” | p. 34,
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by introducing into them a combination of hollow
reeds, so that when, from a comparatively long distance,
they sucked out the air from one end, the wine,
rushing to fill up the vacuum thus created, came up to
their mouths from the other. Three chapters more ex-
haust the subject of air itself, in treating of the voice, as
dependent upon air, of echo, of the chameleon, which
lived upon air, and of the theory and construction of
bells, with a complete inundation of moralizations
and theological applications. In some places, Neckam
tells us, the bells, as emblems of the duties of the
preacher, were baptized, meaning thereby that no one
who bad not been baptized was capable of preaching.
If by any mischance a bell fell upon a man and killed
him, it was the custom to fill it with thorns, as though
by way of penitence, until the end of seven years, after
the conclusion of which period the thorns were taken
out, and it was restored to its former use. It is further
stated, as a remarkable chavacteristic, that the largest
bell, if struck with a small thread tied round it, would
immediately break, which, with some other qualities
of the bell, are explained in an ingenious manner. In
further moralization of the qualities of the bell, it is
remarked that it is especially an emblem of the
preacher, because, as the bell, to ring, is suspended in
the air afar from the ground, so the Christian preacher
ought to be raised far above the earth and everything
earthly.

With the twenty-third chapter of his first book,
Alexander Neckam enters upon the curious subject of

" natural history, in which he takes much of his infor-

mation from Solinus and Cassiodorus, in especial, as well
as from Aristotle and Pliny, among the ancient writers,
but to these he adds much very curious information
of his own. From the latter we learn how great was
the love of animals in the middle ages, how ready people

. apparently of all classes were to observe and note the

N
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peculiarities of animated nature, and especially how

fond they were of tamed and domestic animals. We

see that the medieval castles and great mansions were

like so many menageries of rare beasts and birds of all

kinds. It is in the stories told by Neckam, also, that

we become more than ever acquainted with the attach-

ment of our medieval forefathers to the chase, and to

all the animals connected with it. As Neckam passes

from his views relating to air as one of the elements,
immediately to the consideration of natural history, we

might expect that, in his classification, he would begin Birds.
with the birds, and they, in fact, take up nearly half

the first book, beginning, as might be expected, with

the eagle. The king of birds, however, draws from the The cagle.
pen of Neckamn no new facts, but is chiefly the sub-***
ject of numerous moralizations ;—it is with the lesser

birds of prey, especially the hawk, the different falcons,

and the sparrow-hawk (nisus), that Neckam becomes Hawks,
communicative of his anecdotes. A hawk (acci- ﬂ;":;;r_
piter, the goshawk) one day by craft and accident, row-hawks.
and not by mere strength, killed an eagle. This ° *°*
occurred in Great Britain, the king of which country

with his courtiers were witnesses of the occurrence.

The courtiers applauded the ferocity of the smaller

and weaker bird, which, too, had only killed its adver-

sary in self-defence ; but the king interfered, reproved

his followers for expressing sentiments which justitied

the employ of force by vassals against their sovereigns,

and ordered the hawk to be hanged immediately as

guilty of treason. Another anecdote of the hawk

placed its character in a less objectionable light. It

was one of the properties of that bird, as Neckam

tells us, in the cold of winter, to seize in its claws a
partridge, wild duck, or somc other bird, and hold it

under its belly all night in order to profit by its
warmth ; but when the warmth of day returned, the

hawk, however it might be hungry, spared the bird
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in consideration of the service thus derived from it,
and displayed the noble nature of the bird of prey,—
the fit representative of the feudal baron,—by setting
it at liberty. A still more remarkable story is related
The fal-  of the falcon. A pair of falcons took up their resi-
vengeon dence in a certain part of the country, where they
the eagle. lived long in happiness, having all the birds of the
district subjected to their dominion. At length an
eagle came into that country, and began immediately
to make war upon the falcons, who together were a
match for him, but they were obliged to keep together.
One day, after many attacks and vicissitudes, the cagle
surprised one of the falcons alone, and killed it. The
other, overcome with grief at the loss of its companion,
abandoned the district to which it had been accustomed,
and sought refuge in another part; but it carried the
desire of revenge along with it. The falcon soon dis-
covered in a wooden bridge a small hole which might
be turned to its purpose of vengeance, and, after a long
series of stratagems, it at length succeeded in drawing its
ferocious enemy into the trap and killed it. This took
place in the neighbourhood of Rouen, the citizens of
which place were witnesses of it. A weasel caught a
sparrow-hawk, which, as the only means of saving
its life, dragged its captor to an adjoining water, and
drowned it. Such are, in a few words, some of the
storics with which Neckamn enlivens his chapters on
the birds of prey. He adds some other information
on the habits of the birds then used in hunfing, and
on the method in which they were kept and treated.
The We may pass over Neckam’s account of the pheenix,
52@3';{":;5. which is taken from the ancients; but that which he
The parrot. gives us of the parrot,shows how great a favourite it was
¢c. 36-38. g5 a cage bird even in our islands during the middle ages.
He speaks especially of its mischievous cunning and of
its skill in imitating the human voice ; adding that, for
exciting people’s mirth, it was preferable even to the
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Jougleurs (in excitumdo risu preferendus histrioni-
bus). It must be acknowledged that Neckam’s anec-
dotes become at times rather legendary, though they
were no doubt commonly related, and recelved in good
faith. There was, he says, a knight in Great Britain,
who possessed a parrot of high breeding, to which he
was much attached. One day this knight was travelling
in the neighbourhood of Mount Gilboah, where, for
reasons stated by Neckam, parrots were very abundant,
and he saw one which closely resembled his own, on
which he said to it, “ Our parrot, which is shut up in
a cage and is very like you, salutes you.” To his sur-
prise, the bird no sooner heard this than he dropped
down as if dead, and our traveller pursued his journey.
After he returned home, he wes relating this circum-
stance to his friends, in the hearing of his parrot in
the cage, which immediately dropped down from its
perch as though dying, but, when he took it out of the
house and laid it down in the open air, it rose up
suddenly and flew away, never to return. The middle
ages were credulous, and people, astonished at the pro-
perties, and especially at the imitative powers, possessed
by some of the foreign animals, believed even in the
fables which were told of them.

The peacock, the vulture, the pheasant and partridge, The
and the crane, are the subjects of successive chapters m,
which present less for remark. The often described Pmﬂ‘,
barnacle (bernekks), supposed to be generated from the frane, o '
gluey substances produced on fir timber when immersed & co. 39-47.
in the waves of the sea, also finds its place here. The barnacle.
qualities of the swan, which celebrated its own death S
in sweet song ; the ostrich, said to be devoid of affec- birds.
tion for its own offspring; the nightingale, which was ° 49-3%
30 capricious in its choice of habitation, that Neckam
tells us ther¢ was a well-known river in Wales,
on oue side of which the song of this nightingale was
usually heard, but nobody ever heard it on the other ;
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the swallow, singular for the form of its nest, and for
the locality which it selected for building it; the nut-
hatch (ficedula) ; the butaurus; the ibis of Egypt ; the
dove; and several birds less known, are chiefly worthy
of notice on account of the singular moralizations and
symbolical interpretations which are given to them.
The sparrow, according to Neckam, is a libidinous bird ;
light, restless, and “injurious to the fruits of man’s
“ labour.” It was very cunning in avoiding the snares
of the birdcatcher, and was thus difficult to catch. It
robbed the dove of its nest, and adopted it as its own.
It was subject to epilepsy. When it saw a house
thatched with reeds it made its nest there, to the
damage of the roof The raven was, by its colour and
by its habits, emblematical of the clergy: it was easily
domesticated. The crow foretold rain by its clamorous-
ness. A story is told of a male stork, which discovered
the adultery of its partner, and put her to death.
Among more familiar birds, the lark, Neckam says,
received its Latin name of alauda, from laus, praise,
because it was always up with the sun to sing the praise
of the opening day, rising aloft in the air to gain a
sight of the first rays of the sun; and it was pretended
that it rose again to announce in the same manner
the completion of each hour. The magpie was remark-
able for the shortness of its wings and the length of
its tail, and on this account it built its nest with two
holes, through ome of which it thrust its tail when
sitting. Moreover, the magpie had this good quality,
that it was a safeguard to the poultry-yard (chors) in
which it built, by the great clamour it made on the
approach of a thief or intruder. In a similar manner
the parrot, “ the jougleur of the birds,” gave warning
of the approach of thieves, and was sometimes killed -
by them as a punishment for its watchfulness. The
cuckoo did nothing but rcpeat the words affer, uffer,
., give, give, and on that account it was the type
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of avarice, and “sang the old song of those who have
“ not yet divested themselves of the old man.” Tt
deposited its eggs in the nest of the seamew (fulica),
after sucking the eggs of that bird, which hatched and
brought up the cuckoo’s young. The saliva of the
cuckoo produced grasshoppers. This was, no doubt, a
popular explanation of the well-known cuckoo-spit of
our fields. The pelican killed her own young, after The
which, in self-remorse, she tore her own body to shed ‘c’zf'.‘c.;t".: .
her blood upon them, by means of which they revived.
The cock, by a number of peculiarities, was symbolical The cock.
of the Christian preacher or doctor of the church ; and & **
Neckam gives a rather curious physical explanation of
the question why it announces the hour of the day by
its erowing, and why it has a comb. The wren was The wren.
remarkable for its fertility, and for another rather sin- ¢ **
gular quality. When killed, and put on the spit
before the fire to roast, it wanted no turning, but
turned itself with the utmost regularity. Though the
smallest of birds, it claimed to be their king, and hence
its Latin name of regulus. The ground of this claim
is explained in the following anecdote. Onme day the
birds assembled to choose a king, and it was agreed
that the throne should be given to the bird which
mounted highest towards heaven. The little wren
concealed itself under the eagle’s wing, and when the
eagle, far up above the other birds, made its claim to the
prize, the wren started from its hiding place, jumped
on the eagle’s head, and claimed to be the highest
of all, and therefore the winner. The last two chapters
in the first book of Neckam’s treatise De Naturis
Rerum contain his solution of two physical questions ce. 79-80.
relating to birds in general, 1, why, among birds of
prey, the female is stronger, bolder, and longer lived
than the male; and, 2, why birds do not produce urine.

With the first book Neckam has completed his ac- Second
count of all he had to say about the element air, and Book.
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with the second book he proceeds to treat the next
of the elements, water, with its occupants, which are of
course fishes. All water, he tells us, is naturally white,
cold, and insipid, and the saltness of the water of the
sea arises only from accident; he supposes it to be
caused by the heat of the sun in the torrid zone, where
a great part of the sea lies. Neckam enumerates the
four rivers of Paradise, but briefly, in order to proceed
to that more popular subject, the natures and proper-
ties of fountains. It is a subject on which popular
credulity has been exercised in all ages, and still there
are few superstitions which continue to hold with so
much tenacity. There are lists of the marvels of our
islands, dating certainly back as far as the twelfth cen-
tury, and found not unfrequently in manuscripts, in
which extraordinary fountains and lakes hold a pro-
minent place, and these are rcpeated in some of the
medieval accounts of Britain.! The examples given by
Neckam, however, have not the same interest at pre-
sent, for they are merely borrowed from Solinus, Isidore,
and the old writers. The mention of Avernus, Cocytus,
Phlegethon, and Styx leads Neckam to speak of the
furies Allecto, Tisiphone, and Megrera, of whom he gives
rather a singular explanation. He takes this occasion
for making the remark which, in the pride of his
“ grammatical ” science, or of his acquaintance with the
ancient poets, he is rather fond of repeating, that
though the figments of the poets are not to be helieved,
« yet the diligent investigator will find in them much
“ utility.” He passes over the nature of water very
rapidly. He says that water in a well is cold in

' Hearne published one of these | foreign lands, in his Topographia
lists of Mirabilia in the Appendix | Hibernie, Distine. ii. cc.7,8. A
to his edition of Robert of Gloucester, | somewhat similar list is given
p-572. Giraldus Cambreusis gives | in Neckam’s poem De Laudibus
an account of wonderful fountains, | Divine Qu,:venfre in the present
both in the British islands and in ' volume.
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summer and warm in winter, like knowledge, which Nature of
moderates us in prosperity and cheers us in adversity;:’c’_"f;‘_m.
that tepid water abates the warmth of boiling water,

and that similarly the meek man mitigates anger; that

water takes naturally a spherical form, as is evident

from the spherical form of rain-drops, and from the
convexity of the sea’s surface; and that water is
changed by cold into ice, and that through warmth

ice returns again to water; but he doubts the opinion

of some that it was ever changed into crystal. He The sea.’
believes that all rivers run into the sea; but he looks 16-20.
upon the cause of the flux and reflux of the latter as

a vexata questio which he felt himself unable to resolve.
According to vulgar belief it was caused by the moon.

He dwells upon the danger of trusting to the sea at

any time, and on the temerity of the sailors who
navigate it, and illustrates this by an anecdote. He

had been informed by eye-witnesses that there was a

sailor who frequently crossed the British sea in a

boat, accompanied only by his dog, which had learnt

to manage the ropes with its mouth at the orders of

its master.

It was a great happiness of the ages of antiquity Fishes.
that emperors and kings then loved knowledge, and - 2!-47-
that they were themseclves investigators of nature, for
Neckam remarks that “an illiterate king is a crowned
“ ass.” He quotes, as examples of royal scholars, Ro-
mulus, Numa, Julius Ceesar, Augustus, and Ptolemy, but
especially Aristotle’s famous pupil, Alexander the Great,
who was so eager an investigator of natural causes,
that he went down into the sea in a vessel of glass to
observe the manners of the fishes, taking with him only
a cock, by whose crowing he might know when each day
began! “Alas!” exclaims Neckam, “that he did not

} Alexander the Great was one | letter purporting to have been
of the most celebrated of the mythi- | written by Alexander to his tutor
cal names in medieval science. A | Aristotle, and containing a wonder-



Neckam’s
notions of
fishes.

xxviii PREFACE

“ commit his observations to writing.” Neckam, how-
ever, proceeds to give some facts relating to the nature
of fishes which he had learnt, but which are mostly
taken from the old writers who were then .studied in
the schools. His system is not a very exact one, for
he places the hippopotamus among fishes. The barbel
and the pike, like several others, give opportunities for
the display of Neckam’s grammatical knowledge. The
oyster was an emblem of monastic life ; within its shell
it was safe, but when it opened its shell and ventured
out it became a prey to the crab and other enemies;
so the monk was safe as long as he remained within
the walls of his convent, but when lLe went out he was.
exposed to all the snares of the evil one. There was
a sea fowl, which, from its haunt near the shore, gave
regular notice by its cry of the approach of the tide,
which inundated at each flow a large extent of meadow
ground covered with flocks. The cry of the bird was
a warning to the sheep to make their escape to the
higher ground. One day the bird went down to the
shore, and seeing an oyster. just shutting up its shell
darted at it, and was caught by the beak so firmly

ful account of the extraordinary ! which appeared in different forms

animals he had seen in his expe-
ditions in Asia, was published in
Latin at a rather early period, for
it was translated into Anglo-Saxon,
and copies of itare of very common
occurrence in medieval manuscripts.
The Anglo-Saxon version and the
Latin text have been recently edited
by Mr. Oswald Cockayne (8vo.,
J. Russell Smith, 1861). This
fabulous letter formed the ground-

" work of much of the science of

natural history in the middle ages,
and was wonderfully popular. The
adventures of Alexander also formed
the subject of a medieval romance,

in French, German, English, and,
in fact, in all the languages of
Western Europe, and of which the
letter, greatly extended and im-
proved upon, formed an important
feature. In the English romance
of Alexander (printed in Weber's
Metrical Romances, 8vo., 1801,
vol. i.) the story of the great hero’s
descent to the hottom of the sea in
a glass vessel is not told, but it is
found in the French romance, and
was so well known in western
Europe that Neckam here quotes
it as though its authenticity ad-
mitted of no doubt,
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that it could not withdraw, and the sheep, hearing no
longer the accustomed cry of warning, remained in the
meadows until the tide came in and they were drowned.
Shell-fish, in general, open their shells to the air, and
drawing. it in become pregnant by it. Another fish,
the plaice, is the subject of a still more extraordinary
story. On the upper side it was dark coloured, and on
the lower side white, and it was an old custom to serve
the fish to the guests at table with the dark side down-
wards, and eat only the white side. There was a cer- T'l':
tain rich citizen, who had three sons, two of whom :f,dolhare
followed commercial pursuits, and helped to increase fish.
the family riches, but the third, having a taste for e 40.
learning, became a great scholar, but spent his father’s
wealth instead of adding to it. Thus the father was
reduced to poverty, and his two provident sons aban-
doned him and left him to depend upon the needy
scholar. One day the emperor gave a great feast, to
which the scholar and his two parents were invited.
Now this emperor, who appears to have been very strict
in matters of etiquette, had just issued an edict that
if any one should presume to turn this fish over in
his plate at table, he should be punished with death;
and the father, ignorant of this edict, when the plaice
was laid on the dish before him, ate the upper side,
and then turned it over and ate the other. The old
man had only one means of escaping death, and that
was by means of his son the scholar, who generously
came forward and offered himself to die in the place
" of his father. His offer was accepted. Now there was
a saving clause in this edict, by which the individual
who was to suffer death was to hold the imperial
throne during three days, and to be allowed to give
during that time three orders, which no one should
contradict or resist, after which he was to be executed.
The first day the scholar ordered half of the emperor's
treasures to be distributed among the poor. The second
c
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he ordered the emperor’s daughter to be brought to
his bed, and she slept in his arms all night, but he
offered her no further injury. We are not told what
his third order was, but when the day of execution
arrived, the poor who had received his alms, the prin-
cess who had fallen in love with him, and everybody
else, pleaded so effectually for him, that, as the
emperor also had become interested in his favour, in-
stend of being put to death, the scholar was married
to the emperor’s daughter. Such are the stories with
which Alexander Neckam enlivens his treatise on na-
tural science. '

After concluding the subject of fishes by a short
chapter on the construction of a fishing net, Neckam
proceeds to treat of the next element, carth, and intro-
duces it with some general remarks. KEarth, he says,
is the lowest of the eclements, and, as it were, the
centre of the world, or universe. Earthquakes are
caused by the violent action of winds, confined in the
passages and caverns of the earth. The question
whether the waters are below the earth is discussed
with more seriousness, and shows to what a degree
science had become the slave of scriptural phraseology.
The prophet has stated that “the Lord had established
“ the earth upon the waters,” from which we might
conclude that the waters were lower than the earth,
which is contrary to the doctrine of the great Arabian
authority in science, Alfraganus, who said that there
was one sphere of the waters and earth. Neckam tells
us that the ordinary expounders of Scripture over-
came the difficulty by alleging that the prophet
merely intended to use such a trivial form of phraseo-
logy as we use when we say ‘ Paris is founded upon
“ the Seine,” meaning upon the banks of that river.
But, he adds, the truth is that the earthly paradise is
higher than the waters, and in fact higher than the
globe of the moon, and paradise was not touched by
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the waters of Noah’s flood. The sea, he says, is evi-
dently higher than its shores, and is only kept within
its limits by the interference of divine providence.
Neckam, however, gives it as his opinion that the
prophet’s statement had a mystical meaning, and that
the carth of which he spoke was holy church, which
was founded upon the waters of baptism.

As Neckam places coal among the productions of Coal.
earth, we can hardly think otherwise than that he © 50-
means mineral coal, though he appears to confound it in
some of its qualities with charcoal; but he gives a curious
bit of information on its use, which may perhaps startle
the modern antiquary. He says that coal, when burnt,
would last for ever, and that in placing boundaries of
land, it was usual to throw into the hole a certain
quantity of half-burnt coal, and then to fix stones upon
it, so that ages afterwards the coals remaining incor-
rupted might give satisfactory evidence of the houn-
dary line. We may thus possibly be deceived in taking
the presence of burnt coals at the base of some of the
mysterious upright stones, which are often classed in-
discriminately as druidical, as always a proof of their
being sepulchral in character. Lime, he says, though Lime.
cold to the touch, contains hidden fire, which is brought ¢ >!"
into activity by the application of water ; and he speaks
of it as a singular quality that while water, which in
most other things extinguishes fire, excites it into ac-
tivity in lime; the fire is in this case extinguished by
the application of oil, which gives force to fire in other
things. Metals were providentially concealed in the Metals.
depths of the earth, that mankind might not be sub- ¢ 52-5%
jected to the great evils they entail, for they furnish
both the causes and the instruments of war, and ad-
minister to all the worst passions; but man’s cupidity
led him to dive into the very bowels of the earth in
search of them. However, the picture is not without
its good side also, for they lead to the extension of

c 2
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commerce, and are beneficial to mankind in many ways.
By means of metals turned into money, the traveller
can carry in a small purse that which will serve for all
his support and travelling expenses in the long journey
from the west to the east. Gold stands highest in
dignity among the metals, both as being most agree-
able to the sight, most durable, and the least con-
sumable, besides boasting great qualities as a medicine.
According to Neckam, gold becomes humid at the
approach of sunrise. Iron is more than any metal re-
tentive of heat; it should be beaten on the anvil, not
while it is red hot, but just when it begins to whiten.
By smearing it with vinegar or alum it is made to
resemble brass. Quicksilver was necessary in gilding;
at first the substance of the gold appeared to be totally
absorbed by the quicksilver, but afterwards, by the
agency of fire, the quicksilver being consumed, the
colour of the gold came out in all its brightness. Thus,
says Neckam, the mind is not gilt with the gold of
wisdom without the agency of tribulation, and some-
times the beauty of the wisdom appears to have en-
tirely disappeared "in the tribulation, until it is sub-
mitted to the solace of the Holy Ghost, represented by
fire, and then the strength of wisdom returns to its
brightness.

Neckam’s botany consists chiefly of extracts from the
ordinary herbals of his time, selected partly, if not
chiefly, for the qualities which are most capable of
moralization. He begins by rushing into some of the
most obstruse questions of natural science, such as,
“ Why does a plant grow green?” and, “ Why do herbs
“of contrary effects grow in the same earth?” As
might be expected, his solutions of these questions are
anything but satisfactory. A plant named scelerata
was of such a singular character, that if anybody ate
of it unknowingly he would die laughing. If a tra-
veller carried mugwort (artemisi¢) on his person, Le
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would experience no fatigue. The yew was a poisonous
tree, and employed in making poisons; and it was said
also to bave the effect of exciting enmity and hatred,
and hence many people looked upon the place in which
it grew as unlucky. The wood of the yew was used for
making many objects, and especially bows. Introduc- Fruit-trecs.
tory to his account of fruit-trees, Neckam treats briefly ° ">°"
of the mysteries of grafting. He says that the apple
is more odoriferous than the pear, though the latter
was considercd the more excellent fruit. Apples swim,
but pears sink to the bottom. Pears are injurious,
unless they are taken ‘with wine. It is added, as a
general rule, that all soft fruit, such as cherries, mul-
berries, grapes, apples, or the like, should be eaten on
a fasting stomach, and not after a meal; and that, on
the contrary, pears and quinces are better eatcn after
eating. The walnut, placed among dangerous herbs or
fungi, expels and extinguishes whatever is poisonous in
them. The walnut-tree is injurious to all other trees
growing under or adjacent to it, contrary to the pine,
under which all plants flourish. The fig of Egypt (ficus
sycomorus, Lin.)) was remarkable for its fruitfulness.
When old men ate of its fruit it caused their wrinkles
to disappear. The fiercest bulls, when bound to the
trunk of this tree, became immediately tame. “Oh!”
exclaims Neckam, ¢ that this tree would exercise its vir-
“ tues on our tyrants and on ill-grained companions.”

Our medieval forefathers put implicit faith in the Gems and
extraordinary virtues of gems and precious stones, Pm:;“’
and Alexander Neckam is as credulous as the rest. cc. 85-97.
Thus, he says, that the agate (achafes), carried on
the person, renders the bearer amiable, eloquent,
and powerful; and he explains the story of Zneas
having a faithful companion named Achates [fidus
Achates it comes], by supposing that he carried with
him an agate stone, whereby he acquired the love
of many people, and was rescued from many dangers.
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The loadstone, if placed on a woman’s head in her
sleep, made her confess her adulteries. The allectory,
a stone found in the belly of a cock, when carried in
the mouth gives you victory in military combat ; “and
“ hence some kings, having been expelled their king-
“ dom, not only by carrying it recovered their own
“ dominions, but conquered those of others also.” One
of the more remarkable of all these “virtues,” and it
may be remarked the only one which was true, is that
strange property of the loadstone, or magnet, by which
it attracts iron, Neckam is led by it into a rather
curious discussion on the various causes of attractive
and repulsive forces; and he explains by means of the
magnet the then current story of the coffin of Moham-
med, which was said to be suspended in the air in the
middle of his mausoleum, but which, Neckam suggests,
was no doubt made of iron, and held there by the oppo-
site attractive forces of several powerful magnets placed
in the walls. The passage which follows this is of much
greater importance. Continuing his remarks on the
properties of the magnet, Neckam goes on to say,
“ The sailors, moreover, as they sail over the sea, when
“ in cloudy weather they can no longer profit by the
“ light of the sun, or when the world is wrapped up
“ in the darkness of the shades of night, and they are
“ ignorant to what point of the compass their ship’s
“ course is directed, they touch the magnet with a
“ needle, which (the needle) is whirled round in a
“ circle until, when its motion ceases, its point looks
“ direct to the north.”!

!« Naute ctiam marc legentes,
* cum beneficium claritatis solis in
¢ tempore nubilo non sentiunt, aut
* ctiam cum caligine nocturnarum
*¢ tenchrarum mundus obvolvitur, et
*¢ ignorant in quem mundi cardinem
* prora tendat, acum super magnc-

“ tem ponunt, que circulariter cir-
* cumvolvitur usque dum, c¢jus motu
“ cessante, cuspis ipsius septentrio-
* nalem plagam respiciat.”—dAlex.
Nee. de Nat. Rer., p.183 (in the
present volumc).
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It is only within comparatively a few years that the The
increasing study of medieval literature has brought to e“‘o":;i:‘;s's'.‘
light the fact that the mariner’s compass, in a rude
form, was in use among the sailors in Western Europe
at an early period, and that instead of being borrowed
from the east, as was generally supposed, it seems to have
been invented in this part of the world; of course 1
do not mean to say that it was not invented in other
parts also. That the principle of the mariner’s compass
was well known at the beginning of the thirteenth
century is known from a contemporary writer, Jacques
de Vitry, who, writing towards 1218, says, “ An
* iron needle, after having been in contact with the
“ loadstone, turns itself always towards the northern
 star, which, like the axis of the firmament, remains
* immoveable, while the others follow their course, so
‘ that it is very necessary to those who navigate the
« sea”! It is evident from these words that the appli-
cation of this fact was commonly known to the mari-
ners of that time: and the description of the rude
manuer in which it was used is disclosed to us in some
literary documents of a class in which we should hardly
have gone to seek it. The first is a satirical poem in Alluded to
French, supposed to have been completed about the Eg,l';,’emc_
year 1205, by a trouveérc named Guiot de Provins dicval
under the title of La Bible Guiot de Provins, and P**
printed in the Collection of Fabliaux .et Contes of Bar-
bazan. This writer expresses the wish that the pope
were like the polar star, which remains fixed, and thus
serves a8 a beacon to the mariners to direct them in
their right course. These had a means, he says, of
knowing its position at all times, for they took a
needle, touched the loadstone with it, and then put it in

'« Acus ferres, ‘postquam ada- ' ** movetar. sumper convertitur; unde
¢ mantcm coatigerit, ad stellam sep- | ** valde necessarius est navigantibus
‘ tentrionalem, qu velut axis fir- = “ in mari.”—Jacob. de Vitriac, Hist.
“ mamenti aliis vergentibus mnon ' Hicrosol., cap. 89.
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a straw, so that it would float on the surface of the
water in a vessel, and they merely watched it till it
was still, and it then pointed towards the north star
with a certainty that never failed! An anonymous
poet, who seems to have been contemporary with Guiot

! De nostre pere 1'apostoile,
Volsisse qu'il semblast I'estoile
Qui ne se muet.

voient

Li marinier qui 8'i avoient ;
Par cele estoile vont et viennent,
Et lor sen et lor voie tiennent.
1l I'apelent la tresmontaigue.
Icele est atachie et certainc ;
Toutes les autres sc removent,
Etrcchangent lor licus et tornent;
Més cele estoile ne se muet.
Un art font qui mentir ne puet,
Par la vertu de la manete.
Une pierre laide et brunete,
Ou li fers volentiers se joint,
Ont ; si esgardent le droit point,
Puis c'une aguile i ont touchié,
Et en un festu I'ont couchié,
Ln I'eve la metent sanz plus,
Lt li festuz la tient desus.
Tuis se torne la pointe toute
Contre I'estoile si sanz doute,
Que ji nas hom n’en doutera,
Ne ja por rien ne fausera.
Qant la mers cst obscure ct brunc,
C’on ne voit estoile ne lunc,
Dont font a I'aiguille alumer,
Yuis n’ont-il garde d'esgarer ;
Contre I'estoile va la pointe.
Por ce sont li marinier cointe
De la droite voie tenir.
C’est uns ars qui ne puet faillir.

Barbazan, tom. ii. p. 527.

[TRANSLATION. ]
As to our father the pope,
I wish he resembled the star
Which remains unmoved. Well
observe it

Molt bien la !

de Provins, Las left us a love-song, in which he com-

The mariners who might be therz;

By that star they go and come,

And regulate their direction and
route,

They call it the tramontane (polar
star).

It is fixed and unchangeable ;

All the others remove,

And change their places and tarn;

But this star remains fixed.

They employ an art which canunot
deccive,

By the property of the loadstone.

An ugly stone and brown,

To which iron joins itself spon-
taneously,

They have ; they pay attention
where it points,

After they have applied ncedle
to it,

And they have laid the latter in a
straw,

And put it simply in the water,

And the siraw makes it swim.

Then the point turns direct

To the star, with such certainty,

That no man will ever doubt it,

Nor will it ever go wrong.

When the sea is dark and hazy,

That one sces neither star nor
moon,

Then they put a light by the
needle,

And have no fear of losing their
way ;

The point turns towards the star ;

And the marihers are taught

To follow the right way.

It is an art which cannot fail
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pares his lady to the polar star, which, he says, guides

the mariners on their route, wherever they may be going;

and he adds that, when it is dark, they discover the
position of the polar star by sticking a needle through

a bit of cork, and rubbed one end on the loadstone,
then placing it in a vessel full of water and letting it
swim, as soon as it becomes at rest it points invariably

to the polar star.'! These two descriptions are so far
identical that onc might be supposed to be copied from

the other. They are confirmed by a third account, given

at a rather later date, by the celebrated preceptor of
Dante, Brunetto Latini, in a letter written in England Brunetto
just after a visit to Roger Bacon, in which he says, Latini
“ He showed me the magnet, an ugly black stone, to

“ which iron spontaneously attaches itself. They touch

“ 3t with a needle, and thrust this into a straw, then

put it in the water, and it swims, and the point turns

“ towards the star. If the night be dark, and one can

“ neither see star nor moon, the mariners can thus keep

“ their right course.”® These passages describe a very

“«

! Son repaire sevent i route, . All those who employ this con.

Quant li tans n’a de clarté goute, trivance ;
Tout chil qui font ceste maistrise; Whoever thrusts a needle of
Qui ane aiguille de fer boute, iron,
8i qu’ele pert presque toute, " So that it remains almost entirely
En un poi de liege, et 'atise outside,
A la pierre d’aimant bise ; In a bit of cork, and rubs it
S'en un vaissel plain d’yave est |  On the brown loadstone ;

mise, If it be put in a vessel full of
Si que nus hors ne la deboute, water,
Si tost comme I'iave s'aserise, So that nobody push it out,
Car dous quel part la pointe vise, As soon as the water becomes
La tresmontaine est 1a sans doute. quiet,

Fr. Michel, Lais inédits. |  To whatever side the point turns,
’l There is certainly the polar star.

[TraxsraTION.] 1« ]l me monstra la magnete,

They know its position for their L pierre laide et noire; ob ele li fer
route, “ volontiers se joint. L'on touche
When the weather is completely | “ ob une aiguillet, et en festu I'on
without light, «“ fiche; puis I'on met en laigne, et
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rude and imperfect application, bub in the description
given by Alexander Neckam in the passage of the
treatise De Naturis Rerum, as given above, compared
with a passage of another of his treatises, that De
Utenstilibus, which I have published in my “Volume of
Vocabularies,” although written, there can hardly be a
* doubt, in the twelfth century, exhibits the mariner’s
compass in a certainly more advanced state than that
described by these popular writers. In this second allu-
sion to it, Neckam says that among the other stores of a
ship, there must be “a needle mounted on a pivot, which
“ will oscillate and turn until the point looks to the
“ north, and the sailors will thus know how to direct
“ their course when the polar star is concealed through
“ the troubled state of the atmosphere; for it never
“ disappears under the horizon on account of the small-
“ ness of the circle it describes.””! The passage, as it
stands in the manuscripts of Neckam, is not very intel-
ligible, and appears to be corrupt; and, although the
corruption does not affect the important information it
gives us, yet I have used, in translating it, the very
ingenious conjectural emendations of my excellent friend
Monsieur D’Avezac, of Paris, well known as one of the
most distinguished geographers and scholars of the pre-
sent day, and who, in a communication to the Geo-
graphical Society of Paris, was the first to point out
the new light thrown on the early history of the mari-
ner’s compass by the passages in Alexander Neckam.?

*“ s¢ tient dessus, et la pointe se
 tourne contre I'étoile. Quant la
 puit fust tencbrous, et 'on ne voit
» estoille ni lune, poet li marinier
« tenir droite voie.”— Brunctto La-
tini, quoted by M. 1)’ Avesac.

! « [{abeat ctiam acum jaculo sup-
* positam. Rotabitur enim et cir-
« cumvolvetur acus, donec cuspis
“ acus respiciat orientem, sicque

 coniprehendunt quo tendere debe-
* ant nautm cum cynosura latet in
* aeris turbatione ; quamvis ad oc-
‘“ casum nunquam tendat, propter
“ circuli brevitatem.”—Neckam de
Utcnsilibus, in the Volume of Voca-
bularics, p. 114,

* This notice was printed in the
Balletin dec ]a Société de Géo-
graphic. With Monsieur D’Ave-
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It is clear that from an unknown date before the thir-
teenth century the navigators of the western seas used
the mariner’s compass in the very rude and primitive
form of a needle run temporarily through a cork, straw,
or any object which would enable it to swim freely
on the water; and that already in the twelfth century
the improvement had been introduced, though appa-
rently not generally used, of a needle on a pivot. The
next great improvement was made by inclosing the
whole in a box, and giving it its present form, and
this we appear to owe to Italy in the fourteenth
century. )

Neckam begins his account of animals with the con- Animals.
fession that his knowledge of natural history was im- - 9%-162
perfect ; that he was far from knowing even the names,
much more the natures, of all kinds of animals, some
of which were known to everybody, while others seemed
to be concealed beyond the reach of man’s deepest
researches ; but he proposes to follow a middle course,
and give a selection of such as were neither too com-
monly known to the vulgar nor totally unknown. It
is, indeed, a mere compilation, without any particular
system or arrangement, and much of it is taken from
the old writers, such as Solinus, Isidore, and Cassiodorus,
as is the case with the crocodile, which stands first in
Neckam’s list. Then follow in order an account of a
deadly serpent, of the rhinoceros, the viper, and several
other snakes. It is singular that Neckam tells the

zac’s emendations, the passage would = * nunquam fercat propter circuli
read as follows. His conjecturesare | ** brevitatem.”
printed in italic. M. D’Avezac has also suggested a
* Habeat etiam acum jaculo su- | slight emendation in the text of the
* perpositam ; rotabitur enin et passage given above from the treatisc
* circumvolvetar donec cuspis acus | De Naturis Rerum, but it does not
* respiciat septentrionem, sicque com- ! appear to me to be nccessary, and it
* prehendent quo tendere debeat —is not authorized by any variations
** pauta cum cynosura latet in acris | in the manuscripts which I have
* tarbatione, qaamvis ca oecasum | collated.
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well-known story of the unicorn being caught by the
allurements of a maiden, as belonging to the rhinoceros,
so that he evidently confounded the two animals.
The spider is introduced among the serpents; and
under the head of “the common serpent” (De¢ vulgart
serpente), Neckam tells a medieval legend how the
life of Virgil was saved by a gnat, and speaks of the
supposititious poem De culice. The natural history
of serpents is taken chiefly from the descriptions of
Lybia, given in the twenty-seventh chapter of the Poly-
histor of Solinus, and in the ninth book of Lucan’s
Pharsalia. As far as one can judge, indeed, the only
reason for the introduction of the serpents into this
part of the book must have been the circumstance
that he had Lucan and Solinus in his hand at the time
he compiled it. Next after the serpents follows the
toad, an “animal of horror,” as he calls it, which is
dangerous to all other animals by its venom, but is
especially hostile to the spider, the lizard, and the
snake. It is fond of sage, and often infuses its venom
into the roots of that plant; whence it happens that,
though sage is a salubrious plant, people are some-
times poisoned by eating it. To prevent this, a bed
of sage should be surrounded with a border of rue, a
plant which is fatal to the toad, and that animal will
not approach it. The toad, according to the belief of
the naturalists of that age, had in its head a stone
which was a perfect preservative against poison; and
thus, Neckam tells us, in his moralizing strain, even
a venomous toad has some utility in the world, whereas,
among men who were created with so many capabilities
for good works, there are many who possess no utility
at all.

The weasel appears to have been one of the favourite
animnals of medieval story, for domesticated, like the
ichneumon in the east, it took the place of the cat,
and this is probably the reason why in early medieval
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times the cat is less frequently mentioned than we
might expect. In Wales, according to the laws of
Howel Dhd, a high value was set upon the cat.! Rarity of
The weasel, Neckam tells us, was remarkable for its ¢ "
cunning, which enabled it to contend with animals
much larger and stronger than itself. Although it had
neither been educated in the schools at Salerno or
Montpellier, it was well acquainted with the medicinal
virtues of plants, and it was believed that it even knew

the herbs which, properly applied, were capable of
restoring to life its young ones when killed.® It was

a capital hunter of rats, which of course accounts for

its being made a domestic animal ; and Neckam adds

that it always carried its victims to lay them at the

feet of its master or mistress. It was also a vengeful
animal, and was believed to be venomous. There was Story ot
a woman, Neckam tells us, old and poor, who kept a the weasel.
weasel in her house, which had a litter of young.

One day, when the mother weasel was absent, the

old woman took the little weasels from their nest, and
concealed them. When the weasel returned, she hunted

in vain over the house to find her offspring, until at
length, in despair, she turned her thoughts to revenge,

and finding a basin full of milk, she vomited her poison

into it, intending that whoever drank of it should be
punished for the cruel deprivation she had suffered.

But the old woman, who had been watching all the

time, had now replaced the young weasels in their

! The early Welsh laws fixed the
value of a cat at three pennies, a
good sum for such an animal at that
period. See the Ancient Laws and
Institutes of Wales, p. 426. Another
law informs us that there are “ Three
“ animals which reach their worth
“ata year: a shecp, a cat, and a
« cur.”—Ib, p. 495. In a third we
are informed, “ This is the compli-
“ ment of a lawfal hamlet : nine

¢ buildings, and one plough, and one
¢ kiln, and one churn, and one cat
¢ (gath), and one cock, and one bull,
« and one herdman.”"—Ib., p. 743.

2 Compare Giraldus Cambrensis,
Topog. Hibern., Distine. i. c. 22, who
gives a similar account of the weasel
to this of Alexander Neckam. Gi-
raldus says that it was a yellow flower
with which the weasel raised its
young ones from the dead.
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nest. When the mother weasel disecovered this, she
could not contain her joy, but she also wished to recall
her vengeance, and she went and overturned the basin
and spilt the milk, so that nobody might drink of and
be injured by it.! Of course this story provokes the
relater to a little more moralizing ; but he adds another,
illustrative of the hostility between the weasel and
the serpent. A serpent had made its den in an island
in the river Seine, whence one day in search of prey
it swam over to the opposite bank of the river, and
found there a nest of weasels, which it killed, and then
returned to the island. Some fishermen, who witnessed
this proceeding, waited in concealment to see the result.
The weasel returned, became farious at the loss of her
offspring, discovered who was the depredator, and began
to study revenge. The stream was at this time rather
violent, and the weather very rough, but the weasel,
nothing daunted, repaired to the bank of the water,
and, finding a quantity of dried cow’s dung, pushed it
into the water, and mounted upon it as on a raft,
raising up her tail to serve as a sail, and using one
foot for an oar. In this manner she reached the island,
found the den of the serpent, and drew it out, and,
nfter a severe combat, killed it. Then, exulting in her
victory, the old weasel sailed back again to the bank
of the river.? Neckam represents the squirrel as cross-
ing rivers in a nanner similar to that employed by
the woensel in this story.

The fox was celebrated for its boldness and cunning,
nnd for the tricks which it played upon hunters. By
imitating the barking of a dog, it sometimes passed
through the hounds unnoticed by dogs or hunters;

! 'I'his same story, with slight va- | widely current in Wales and Eng-
vintlon, s told by Giiraldus Cam- | land, and believed to be true.
hrennin, Jtin, Cumbrenvix, lib.i. .12, ? Giraldus Cambrensis, Zupog.
ns having occurred in the castle of | Flib., Distine. i. c. 22, also tells a
Pembroke y so that it was evidently | story of the cunning displayed by the
n well-known story at the time, | weaselinitscontests with the serpent.



PREFACE. xhii

and sometimes, when closely pursued, it hung itself
on the branch of a tree to break off the scent. It
happened that one day a fox very closely pursued,
and driven to desperation, took refuge in the house of
a knight, and seeing a number of skins of foxes
hanging against the wall, contrived to suspend itself
among them. The dogs followed into the chamber,
announced sufficiently by their barking that the fox
was there, but the hunter, seeing the skins suspended
round the room, supposed that they were deceived by
these, and would have drawn them off; their persever-
ence, however, caused him to look again, and he thus
discovered the fox. There are many other stories of the
tricks of the fox, and the manner in which it deceived
its pursuers; and one especially, which tells us how the
fox used to deprive the badger of its burrows.

The ape or monkey appears to have been a favourite The ape.
domesticated animal in the medieval mansion, and ‘;;;_,_'28'
furnishes the occasion for some tales which are curi-
ously illustrative of medieval manners. The general
characteristics of the ape are told from Solinus. It
had, says Neckam, a natural talent for imitating the
actions of mankind, advantage of which was taken to
entrap and capture it, and when caught, it was pre-
served as an object which promoted mirth by its
strange gestures. Mirth was the supreme happiness ot
medieval society. The tendency of the ape to imitate
man was not unfrequently destructive to itself; but it
was also capable of avenging itself. After repeating
from Solinus the fact of the extreme love of the ape
for its offspring, Neckam tells an illustrative anecdote
from life as it existed in the medieval castle. It hap-
pened in the court of a certain man of wealth, which
was stocked with a great variety of extraordinary beasts
and birds, that there were a pair of apes and a bear, the
latter chained to an iron stake, which- by their tricks
gave great entertainment to the inhabitants of the
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castle. This interest was not lessened, when the female
ape gave birth to a young one, of which the mother
was very vain, carnrying it about and obtruding it
upon everybody’s attention; but when she presented
it to the bear, the ferocious animal seized it and tore
it in pieces. The ape, overcome with grief, went to
consult with its mate, and together, as they had not
strength to contend with their enemy except by cun-
ning, they proceeded to carry wood and pile it beneath
the bear, and finally set firc to it and burnt the
animal to death. This would look like something
more than mere imitative power; but Neckam judges
that the ape is not endowed with a great amount of
sense of its own, and he gives an example.

An ape resided among the battlements of a castle,
and amused itself by watching a shoemaker at work
at a short distance from the walls in a cottage below.
When his other necessary occupations obliged the shoe-
maker to leave his workshop, the ape would descend,
enter the man’s house by the window,—which shows
that the window was a mere opening, without any
means of closing it,—and would then take the shoe-
maker’s knife, cut his leather to bits, and cause him
great damage and loss. The shoemaker was greatly
provoked, and brooded over revenge. One day, when
the ape was at its usual place watching from the
battlements, the shoemaker took his knife, and drew
the back or blunt side of the blade several times
across his throat; then he turned the other edge to
it, and so on alternately, like a man sharpening his
knife on a whetstone. He then left his shop, and
made a longer absence than usual. The ape lost no
time in descending from the castle wall, and entering
the shoemaker’s shop, but this time its proceedings
were disastrous, for, in its eagerness to imitate the
shoemaker’s movements with its knife, it cut its own
throat and died.
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The ape was sometimes the companion of the minstrel,
or jougleur, and took a part in his performances. There
was an old jougleur who had reached the decrepitude
of age, but who still managed to gain a living by his
performances, and who carried about with him an ape, The ape
which amused people by its dancing. One day the 20d theold
old minstrel beat his ape immoderately, until it be-" ©
came eager for revenge, though it dissembled its in- .
tention. The minstrel rode from place to place on a
horse, and as the weather was severe, he had covered
himself with a warm capuce and mantle, but still he
was so affected by the cold, that he could no longer
manage his horse. The ape, who appears to have
ridden behind him, no sooner perceived its master’s
helplessness, than it twisted his mantle round his
neck and hurled him to the ground; and he would
bhave perished but for the interference of a traveller
who was passing by. Neckam tells of another jougleur
who had two apes, which he took to tournaments,
that they might observe the practices of the com-
batants, and then he trained two dogs to serve as
horses. The apes were armed with shield, spear, sword,
and spurs; and thus accoutred they spurred forward
their steeds, broke their lances, and fought with swords,
with all the earnestness of gallant knights, to the great
delight of all lookers-on, and especially those who
might bave no objection to see the tournaments
turned to ridicule. “ Who,” says Neckam, “on seeing
“ it, could restrain his laughter ?”

Of the bear, Neckam has less to say than one The bear.
might expect, and what he has to say is taken prin- 5 !%*
cipally from the ancient writers. The animal chiefly
furnishes him with subjects for moralization. The
voung bear is born without form (for which Neckam
gives a rather singular reason), and the mother licks
it into shape; the bear signifies cruelty, and the cruel
man “ill-shapes the innocent with bestial ferocity ”

d
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by means of his tongue. When the bear is skinned,
it has the exact appearance of a naked man; “so
“ the crucl man, when he throws off the ferocity
“ in which he has been living like a beast, appears
“in his true character of a human being.” And
so on with the rest. It is intimated that the wolf
was tamed, and used in hunting, but that it often de-
serted its master to run wild again in the woods.
Sometimes, too, the wolves entered into league with
the watch-dogs, and they plundered the sheepfold in
common and shared the prey. It was believed that
the delicious smell and the great beauty of the panther
drew the other animals within its power to be de-
voured. It was said to bear young but once in its
life. The hare was believed to possess qualities of a
very objectionable character. The account of the stag
leads to a rather singular dissertation on the story of
Acteon and Diana. The eye of the lynx is so power-
ful that it can see through nine walls, which had been
proved by the fact that, as a man carried about back-
wards and forwards a piece of raw meat, a lynx, on
the other side of so many walls, followed his motions
with the utmost exactness. Neckam thinks that this
may be accounted for by the acuteness of its smell.
The urine of the lynx hardened into a precious stone.
The tooth of the boar, he says, when taken out of
its head, retains its sharpness as long as the boar to
which it belonged remains alive, but when it dies,
the tooth becomes blunted. Neckam appears to con-
sider as a vulgar error the favourite medieval story
that the beaver emasculated itself in order to escape
the hunters. The account of the camel is taken chiefly
from Solinus; and that of the elephant in a great
measure from Cassiodorus. There was mortal hatred
between the elephant and the dragon, the latter pur-
suing it so incessantly that the elephant was obliged
to go into a stream of water for protection while giving
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birth to its young. The Ethiopians ate the flesh of
the dragon, which was of the colour of glass and of
an extremely cold nature, to cool themselves.

The lion was one of the favourite animals in the The Lion.
medieval bestiaries, and possessed abundant qualities i‘j'g.“e’
which were convenient for moralizing. It was believed
that the lion slept with its eyes open. The young
lion lay three days motionless after its birth, and was
then brought to life by tbe roar of its male parent.

The gratitude of the lion was proverbial ; and a well-
known story on the subject has here taken a peculiarly
medieval form. There was a noble, brave, and expe-
rienced knight, who was travelling alone, as was his
custom, when he heard, in a recess at no great dis-
tance from the high road, a lion uttering cries of
distress. When he approached the spot, he found the
noble animal struggling hopelessly in the folds of an
enormous serpent, which held him against a tree. The Story of
knight attacked the serpent with his sword, slew it, :l::lgif‘"
and set its victim free. The grateful animal displayed lion.
its feelings towards its liberator not only by wagging
its tail and licking his hands, but, like a dog, it fol-
lowed him as its master. When the knight lay down
to rest, the lion took its place at his feet, and showed
itself a faithful guardian; and when he was attacked
by enemies, it would rush into the combat, and often
saved him from danger. In a word, it followed him
wherever he went, to the great astonishment of all
who saw it. The knight, however, was not quite satis-
fied with his companion, though unjustly, and he de-
termined to make his escape from his importunate
friendship. Accordingly, he took the opportunity, one
day the lion was asleep, to leave the place clandes-
tinely, go secretly on board ship, and sail for his
native land. The lion soon missed its friend, and
followed him to the beach, but only arrived in time
enough to see him putting out to sea. After mani-
d2
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festing its grief by loud groans and roars, it threw
itself into the sea, and was drowned in the attempt
to follow its adopted master.

After a couple of chapters of little interest on the
onager and the hywna, Neckam comes to what he fre-
quently designates as the noble animal man, who forms
the subject of five long and not uninteresting chapters.
The Greek name for man, he says, &vlpmwos, means
an inverted tree; for, as a tree adheres by its roots
to the earth, so a man’s roots, that is, his head and
hair, are turned up towards heaven, which is the earth
on which he ought to take root. He then goes on
to explain the medieval doctrine of the proportional
mixture of the elements in the formation of man’s
body, and the effect of this mixture on the different
senses. As the sense which presented the most re-
markable phenomena of them all, he devotes an entire
chapter to the subject of sight. Some of Neckam’s
remarks on this subject show at least an inclination
to observe and to experiment. In general, he says, the
farther a thing is off the smaller it seems; but there
are exceptions to this rule, caused by moisture (humor).
The solar body appears larger in the morning, when
seen through the remains of the moisture of the night,
than at mid-day, when it shines in its full brightness.
So a fish, or any other object, seems larger when in
the water, than after it has been taken out. In this
way he explains why, in the fable, the dog dropped
the piece of meat in his mouth in order to snatch at
the shadow, namely, because the shadow in the water
appeared to him to be a larger piece of meat than
that which he held. He then proceeds to explain, by
means of a diagram, how there is in geometry some-
thing which, the farther it is off, the larger it appears;
but his reasoning partakes rather of one of his own
scholastic subtleties. A straight rod, he goes on to
say, appears curved in the water; which was ascribed
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to the reverberation of rays from the surface of the
water. Again, if you put a coin at the bottom of a
basin, a man looking at it from a certain position will
see it distinctly as long as the basin is full of water,
but if the water be taken out, he will see it no longer.
This was explained in more than one way. Some
animals, he says, through the whiteness of their eyes
and the subtlety of the visible spirit in them, can
see in the night but not in the day; and this he
explains as follows. In the day, he says, on account
of the clearness of the air which reverberates the eyes,
the whiteness of the eyes cooperates to cause disgre-
gation, the visible spirit, as being fine and clear, is
easily disgregated and dispersed, and thus sight is
obscured by the loss of the spirit. But in the night,
the visible spirit, congregated and strengthened by the
darkness of the air, enlightens with its brightness the
air between the thing seeing and the thing to be seen,
and thus prepares the way for seeing that which is
opposite. This is the case with owls. In other ani-
mals, since the eyes are black and the visible spirit
gross and dark, it requires to be illuminated by the
light of day to effect vision; and this is the case with
man. Similar explanations are given of sight in the
cases of the bat, the lynx, and the eagle. The sight of
the basilisk, he says, kills a man, because the venom
of the ray from the eye infects the air; and he ex-
plains in the same manner the effect of the evil eye,
and for this reason, .., the venom of the ray, he adds,
nurses lick the face of a child which has been struck
with the evil eye. Other remarkable questions relating
to vision are mooted, which only bespeak Neckam’s
credulity. From the general subject of vision, Neckam The mic-
turns naturally to that of the mirror, which forms n.:’"l-a .
part of it. 1t is worthy of remark that the mirror of
which Neckam treats is the ordinary implement made
of glass, whereas we are accustomed to suppose that mir-
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rors of metal were the only implements of this de-
scription then in use! He remarks that while the
mirror is whole, it only presents one figure ; but when
the glass is broken to pieces, there will be as many
images as there are fractures. And again, if you take
away the lead from the back of the glass, you will
see no image at all. The knowledge of optics was not
very great, for after observing that, in a concave
mirror, the figure appears reversed, but in a plane or
convex mirror erect, Neckam exclaims, * who can
“ agsign a sufficient reason for this?”

After a few more physical remarks on man’s na-
ture, Neckam proceeds to take man in the moral
point of view, and passes in review the various objects
which principally engage his pursuits as the things
to be valued in this world. These are, long life, health,
liberty, nobility, riches, power, peace, beauty, a hand-
some wife, children, knowledge, and glory. Life, he
says, is but the prelude to death, and the longer it is,
the more tedious it becomes, as it only makes us wait
so much the longer for heaven. Health only gives us
greater incitement to sin, and is at the best a pre-
carious possession. Liberty was a mere name, for those
who boasted most of it were often the greatest slaves,
slaves of the court, slaves of oppressive government,
and, worst of all, slaves of their own passions and vices.
Nobility, the ornament of liberty, was equally an
empty word, as it then existed in the world. Noble
and ignoble, all came from the same source. As to
riches, he was the greater and the nobler man who
could despise them than the man who possessed them.

! Beckman, in his History of In- = in the twelfth century, and they are
ventions, gives instances of allusions . not spoken of as being rare. The
to glass mirrors as early as the | employment of glass for mirrors
middle of the thirteenth century, | was known to the ancients, but
but could find no mention of them | appears to have been entirely super-
at an earlier date. We havehere a | seded by metal,
distinct account of them as in use
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To possess them is of little consequence, but to be pos-
sessed by them is most disgraceful of all. Power is a
still more uneasy possession, admitting no kindly fel-
lowship, but attended with jealousies and suspicions of
cverybody. Even in the ecclesiastical state, power
everywhere degenerated into tyranny, and even the
rectors of churches everywhere tyrannized over the
parishes committed to their care. Neckam speaks feel-
ingly of the suffering condition of society in his time.
He thinks it even doubtful if peace be better than
war, for the evils of war are open and visible, and
transitory, but the evils of peace lie under the surface,
and are not only deep rooted, but escape that notice
which might correct them. “In war, there is bitter
“ bitterness, but in peace there is most bitter bitter-
“ ness.”! Beauty is a superficial advantage, fading,
transitory, frail, and continually subject to changes,
from the effects of disease, want, and age. A handsome
wife i8 a very insecure possession, not only from the
transitory character of beauty, because it exposes her
to greater temptation, and therefore brings upon her
husband all the pangs of jealousy. Neckam intimates,
like all the writers of that time, the low state of female
morals in the middle ages. Under the next head he
speaks no less despondingly of the relations between
children and their parents, intimating that the hand-
some wife frequently gave her husband children to be
his heirs who were not his own, and that the conse-
quence was that the sons, careless of the honours of
their parents, wasted their wealth in gambling and
dissipation, while the daughters were equally prodigal
of their persons, and brought disgrace upon their fami-
lies. Science itself, procured at great expense, with
laborious and long application, night watchings, and
much wear of the mind, did little more than make people

.« Cum igitur in bello sit amari- | ¢ amarissima.”---P. 246 of the pre-
“ tudo amara, in pace cst amaritudo | sent volume.
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arrogant and self-opinionated, and was of little real
utility to them, while it was itself full of error. Glory,
which was the last in this list of objects of human
ambition, was nothing more than emptiness and vanity.

Neckam returns to the discussion of various questions,
partly physical and partly moral, relating to man and
to his changed position in nature. All the elements
and all created things, he says, were made to be
obedient to man or to serve him. The sun shines
for man’s pleasure and convenience, not for its own;
Aurora announces the approach of sunrise, in order to
rouse man to his daily labour; the warmth of day
and the chill of night were equally made for his ad-
vantage ; the earth and the waters all administer to
his wants. If man bad remained in his state of inno-
cence, all animals would have been equally submissive
and obedient to him ; the lion would have been as
tame as the dog; but, as a punishmept for his trans-
gression, since man withdrew his obedience from his-
Creator, the obedience of a great majority of the
animals has been withdrawn from him. A small
number of animals had been excepted from this judg-
ment, out of compassion for the human race, and to
remind man of his changed condition. But, on the
other hand, to reprove and abate his pride, the power
of tormenting him most has been given to some of
the most insignificant of animated beings. Gnats
attack him in the eyes, to remind him how he has
abused his internal light, which God gave him, to
employ it aguinst God himself ; fleas disturb his sleep
at night and his contemplations by day; flies intrude
into the liquors he drinks and into the food he eats.
Moreover, if man had not sinned, there would have
been no venomous or poisonous thing on the earth.
If man had remained in his original state, there would
have been no sickness in the world, nor would his
health have been exposed to any disturbance; man
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and animals of all kinds would have lived only on
vegetables and fruit ; animals would have died, but
without any sufferings; but man would not have died,
though, after a certain number of years, he would have
been removed into heaven. According to Neckam, man
did not eat animal food until after the deluge; and
before that event there was no rain, but the earth
was watered by the dew and by the overflowing of
springs. On these and other similar notions, Neckam
expatiates through a rather long chapter.

From the consideration of man himself, he proceeds Domestic
to treat of domestic affairs, and especially of domestic *™al
animals, those which had been still left obedient to
man for his consolation after his fall. Among these
the dog naturally holds the first place. This animal
had gained the love of mankind not omly by its faith-
fulness, but by its utility in the chase, for our medi-
eval forefathers were passionately fond of hunting, and
they placed game among the greatest delicacies of
the table. ‘ The pleasant bark of the hounds,” says
Neckam, “is more delightful to the ears of our nobles
“ than the sweet harmony of musical instruments.”
He tells how the dog was the faithful guardian of the
house of the poor man, who had no other followers to
protect him from robbers; how, when its master came
home, it went to meet him, manifesting its gladness
by a variety of antics, and announcing his arrival by
its joyful barking, and thus, he adds, “giving warning
“ to his mistress as she lies in the embraces of the
- ¢ adulterer,” another of the numerous allusions to the
low state of domestic morals in the middle ages. The
dog was the companion of man in his solitude, for,
when accompanied by this faithful animal, he could
not be said to be alone. It would face death in de-
fence of its master, follow its master to the tomb
when he was dead, and even remain there and refuse
to take food ; and it had even been known to trace
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his murderer, and bring him to justice. Its attach-
ment to its master was accompanied with great jealousy,
Story of  as is illustrated by a remarkable story. There was a
3‘;;:‘“”“3 knight who had a noble greyhound (leporarius), which
was so great a favourite that it always slept at night
at its master’s feet; and whenever he travelled, it was
his companion, eager always to rush to his assistance
in case of need. Years had passed away in this sort
of fellowship, when the knight received a present of
two puppies of unusually high breeding, with which
he was so much pleased, that he soon began to
neglect his old dog, which was now becoming aged
(in senectam wergens, in the words of the relator
of the story). The dog’s jealousy was excited, and,
watching its opportunity, it killed the two pup-
pies, and fled to the forest, which was not far from
the knight’'s mansion (curia), and where it found a
safe hiding place. Having taken up its abode in a
deep cavern in a wild and inaccessible part of the forest,
it found shelter there whenever pursued by the knight
and his followers, but when they were off their guard,
it issued forth, and did great damage to his flocks,
though it never hurt the “ boys and girls” (pueris et
puellis). At length the knight, removing his whole
family from one of his farms to another, passed through
the forest with a numerous company. The dog, which
was on the watch, seeing in the rear the ladies of the
household, who had in their charge the infant son of
the knight, rushed out upon them, and frightened them
so much, that they all fled, leaving the child behind
them. The dog, now seizing the child, carried it with
great care to its den. The screams of the women
carried the first intelligence of this disaster to the
knight, who was thrown into the greatest distress;
but, after some consultation, he sent his steward, to
whom the dog had always manifested a strong attach-
ment, and who succeeded in making an implied treaty
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with the dog for the return of the heir to the estates.

The result was, that the old dog brought back the
child unhurt, and was received again into its former
favour. The attachment of the dog was such, that it
would suffer itself it be beaten by its master, without
resisting or repining ; in illustration of which Neckam

tells another story, which is more amusing than gallant,

and sounds rather oriental in its character. A certain The wise
wise man was ordered by his lord to bring him the i} an!
best jougleur, or minstrel, he knew, his most patient
servant, his most inveterate enemy, and his most faith-

ful friend; and he came at the time appointed with

his own son, a little boy, his ass, his wife, and his dog.
When asked to bring forward the jougleur, he exhibited

his child, whose pranks and joyous diversions, he said,
pleased him better than those of any other performer.

The patient servant was his ass. When asked to show

his greatest enemy, he produced his wife. When the wife
heard this, she broke out into a furious rage, abused her
husband, and declared that he was a traitor to his
lord, and that she had seen the wise man preparing

the poison which he intended to administer to him.

“ Listen to her,” said the wise man, “is not this my

“ enemy, who is ready to accuse me of treason?”

The faithful friend, of course, was his dog; and to
show its faithfulness, the wise man beat it severely,

and the dog shrunk back weeping, but the moment its
master called it back with a gentler voice, it returned

with all the marks of attachment it had shown before.
Everybody approved the wise man’s answers to the
demands of his lord. But, Neckam goes on to say, Hydro-
however good and faithful be the nature of the dog, Ph*P™
when it goes mad it is the most dangerous of animals,

for any one bitten by it can hardly be cured; and he
enters upon a rather curious dissertation on hydro-
phobia. The chapter on the dog concludes with a
consideration of this animal as symbolical of the Cbris-



Ivi PREFACE.

tian preacher, and a discussion of the question why
dogs usually see only nine days after they are born.
Horses, The next chapter treats on horses, cattle, and sheep.
:;f:;j ®0d The description and praise of the horse, with some
c.158.  reflexions on the beautiful feeling of attachment of
this animal to its master, lead Neckam to relate a
curious legend concerning the death of the cele-
brated hero of early medieval romance, Ogier le Danois.
According to the popular story, Ogier perished along
with Roland and Oliver in that memorable battle of
Roncevaux, which was one of the best kmown in-
cidents in the romance of the middle ages; but the
monks of the abbey of St. Faron at Meaux (the capital
(3)‘0]'! ?f of the ancient province of Brie), in France, told a
Dunois.  different story, and it is the one here related by
Alexander Neckam.! According to this story, Ogier
le Danois, when he was already advanced in years,
abandoned his profession of arms, and, concealing his
name, became a monk in the abbey of St. Faron,
giving to the monastery not only his arms, which were
duly preserved as trophies, but his wonderful steed,
named in the romance Broiefort, which, thus entering
the service of the church, was employed thenceforth
upon all sorts of menial labours. Years thus passed
away, Ogier was supposed to be dead, and was almost
forgotten, except as the hero of a past age, when
the infidels again entered France, met with little re-
sistance, and eventally laid siege to the city of Meaux
with a vast army. Louis-le-Débonnaire, who then
wielded the sceptre of his father Charlemagne, went
with the army of the Franks to the relief of Meaux,
but all that he ventured to do was to encamp in
a strong position and watch the proceedings of the
besiegers, for their numbers were so formidable, that,

' It will also be found, told a little | Acta SS. Ordinis S. Benedict., swe.
differently, in the early life of St. | v., parti, p. 665.
Faron, printed by Mabillon, in the
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now that all Charlemagne’s great warriors were gone,
the Frankish army did not dare to attack them.
Such was the state of affairs, and the people of Meaux,
lay and ecclesiastic, were in great alarm, when the
spirit of the monk Ogier was stirred up. Every
day twelve of the chosen warriors of the Saracens
presented themselves before the walls, defied the be-
sieged to send out any number of warriors to fight
them, and returned to their own camp without a
reply. Ogier went to his abbot, and asked for his per-
missicn to go out and fight the twelve champions ; and
the abbot, seeing in him a man of great strength
and power, but totally ignorant of his identity, con-
sented. A number of war-horses were brought for
his choice, but none of them were good enough for
him until they brought him his old horse Broiefort,'
which soon recognized its old master, and found all
its warlike spirit revived. Mounted on his own
horse, and clad in his own rusty armour, Ogier sallied
forth to encounter the twelve Saracen warriors, who
at first laughed to scorn the clown who had come
against them in somebody’s old rusty armour, but
who soon became conscious of their mistake, for
Ogier slew them all. The garrison from the towers
and walls of Meaux on one side, and Louis-le-Dé-
bonnaire and his army on the other, bad witnessed this
scene with astonishment; but the latter soon recognized

! The romance gives a different
story about Ogier’s horse. Accord-
ing to it, when Charlemagne and
Ogier were engaged in bitter hos-
tilities, archbishop Turpin once sur-
prised the latter sleeping unarmed
by a fountain, and, in obedience to
a general order of the emperor, he
eaused his followers to bind him
band and foot as a prisoner, and
threw him into his prison. Some
time afterwards the Christians were

bard pressed by the Saracens, and
it became apparent that nobody
but Ogier could save them. He was
accordingly brought out of prison,
and his arms restored to him, but
no horse could be found fit for him,
until it was discovered that his own
horse had been given by Turpin to
the abbey of St. Faron, where it had
been employed for agricultural pur-
poses.



The mule.
c. 159,

lviii PREFACE.

the old hero by his arms, and, animated by his war-
cry, for he had now singly attacked the army of the
Saracens, they joined in the combat, and the Saracens
were entirely defeated. Thus was the city of Meaux
saved. Ogier returned to his cell; but the monarch
of the Franks, in consideration of his services, enriched
the abbey with grants of land, and the arms of Ogier
were preserved there in memory of the hero who had
passed in it the last days of his life, and had been
buried there.!

The mule differs much in character from the horse.
It is described as a cunning animal, obstinate, dis-
obedient, and revengeful. When it came to the village
at which it expected its rider would stay the night,
and found that he was going on further, it would pre-
tend to be lame, and unable to go any farther; but
when it found that this stratagem was unavailing, it
would recover its strength, and push on vigorously to
the end of the journey. A youth, travelling on his
lord’s errand, spurred the mule on which he was riding
immoderately, and the animal watched its opportunity
for revenge. At length they came to a wooden bridge,
thrown across a very impetuous river. Instead of going
over the safe part of the bridge, the mule, which
seems to have been pretty sure of its footing, went
along an outer plank, very narrow and very unsafe,
to the great terror of his rider, and of everybody who.
happened to witness the scene. After having thus
exposed his rider to a fright which almost drove him
mad, the mule quietly returned to the safe part of the
bridge, and continued its route along the king’s high-
way until he came to the place of their destination,
But the anger of the youth who rode the mule had
been worked up to such a degree, that, on his arrival,

! See on this legend the articleon | France, tom. xx. p. 698, and the
the romance of Ogier by M. Paulin | Acta Sanctorum Ordinis S. Bene-
Paris, in the Histoire Littéraire de | dicti, as quoted above.
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he drew his sword and slew it. Neckam goes on to
explain why the mule was able to bear so much labour,
and why its female was barren.

The ass was valued for carrying burthens, and in The ass,
comparison of its labours was ill remunerated. It had ::&B;;:E’
various characteristics, which were chiefly vicious, and %-1160,
which are here enumerated because they furnished
materials for moralizing. The ox was of great use to
mankind. Alive, it cultivated the land, and the female
furnished man with milk, butter, and cheese. Dead,
its flesh was an important article on the table, its
skin served a variety of purposes, its horns furnished
materials for handles, combs, spoons, knife-cases, lan-
terns, and such like things, and even its dung was
useful as fuel, where wood was not to be had. The
sheep furnished man with wool, one of the most
valuable materials of dress of every description. The
milk of the she-goat was eflicacious against many
diseases ; and the flesh of the kid was a delicious as
well as a very wholesome food. The flesh of the kid
was much eaten in the middle ages, and it is still one
of the delicacies of the table on the continent. Neckam’s Why cer-
explanation of the reason why certain animals, such 2380
as the ox, the stag, and the goat, chew the cud, would the cud.
hardly be received by modern science. o 162

Neckam gives us a long chapter on bees, but it is Bees.
chiefly compiled from the Georgics of Virgil, and con- ® %3
tains much less information than we might have ex-
pected, considering the importance of bees to our
Saxon and Norman forefathers. He appears to con-
sider this useful insect chiefly as a good subject for
moralizing, and, taking them as symbolical of the
monastic orders, he dwells on the merits of monastic
life, and shows a greater indulgence to the Cistercian
order than most of the distinguished scholars of his time,
such as Walter Mapes, Giraldus Cambrensis, and others,
entertained for the Cistercian monks. He believed
that the bees were ruled by a king, who excelled the
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others in magnitude and beauty; and thus, he says,
he who is raised over others in dignity ought to excel
them in honesty of life. Again, the king differed from
the other bees in having no sting; and so those who
rule over others should be gentle, and not cruel
“ Alas!” exclaims Neckam, “ when prelates are agi-
“ tated with the goads of envy, and vex and perse-
“ cute with their stings those whom it is their duty
“ to protect !” Neckam’s account of the silkworm is
in the main correct. It feeds, he says, upon the leaves
of the mulberry tree, and digests them into the ma-
terial of silk; but, as soon as it begins to work, it
refuses all food, and devotes itself entirely to its
labour. Industriously it went round and round on
the sides of its little panier, winding out the materials
of silk, which was first of a saffron colour, but was
afterwards washed white, and was finally dyed of what-
ever colour was thought desirable. When its work
was done, the silkworm entered a case in the centre
of its work, like a butterfly, and after going through
the same transformation, it deposited its eggs, which
were preserved during the winter, and were brought
to life by the genial breath of spring, to proceed
through the same processes in another year.

A mansion house, in Neckam’s time, had an interior
public court (curie) for the general ceremonies and
other objects of the household, and a more private
court (chors), in which the domestic fowls, &c. were
kept, in fact, a poultry-yard. From what has been
said in a former chapter about the magpie, it would
appear that this yard was not inclosed within the
mansion, inasmuch as it was exposed to depredations.
The poultry-yard of the time of Alexander Neckam
was furnished with capons, cocks and hens, geese, ducks,
and peacocks, all which contributed greatly to the
furnishing of the medieval table. The medieval garden
was planted with a great variety of different herbs,
some for beauty, but more for use, according to the
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usage made of herbs in those times. “Here,” says
Neckam, “the garden should be adorned with roses
“ and lilies, the turnsole or heliotrope, violets, and
“ mandrake,” the latter of which we may suppose to
have been rather a rare plant in the garden. “There
“ you should have parsley, cost, fennel, southernwood,
“ coriander, sage, savery, hysop, mint, rue, ditanny,
“ smallage, pellitory, lettuce, garden cress, and pionies.
“ There should also be beds planted with onions, leeks,
« garlic, pumpkins, and shalots. The cucumber, the
“ poppy, the daffodil, and brank-ursine ought to be in
“ a good garden. There should also be pottage herbs,
“ such as beets, herb mercury, orach, sorrel, and
“ mallows. Anise, mustard, white pepper, and ab-
“ synth or horehound” were also desirable plants.
The fruits to be found in a noble garden “ were med-
“ lars, quinces, warden-trees, peaches, pears of St. Riole,
“ pomegranates, lemons, oranges, almonds, dates, and
“ figs.” Neckam then enumerates some trees and plants
which were not cultivated in the gardens of western
Europe, and proceeds to recommend certain medicinal
herbs to be planted in the garden, such as saffron,
sandyx, thyme, pennyroyal, borage, purselain, and
several others here mentioned. The vineyard was The vine-
another important adjunct to the medieval mansion, Y™,
and it is much to be lamented that Neckam has used
it almost solely as a subject of moralizing, as he might
have given us valuable information on the culture of
the vine in this country. He intimates the necessity
of pruning the vines, and tells us that when the grape-
gatherers arrived at the last row of the vineyard they
joined in a chant to celebrate the occasion; but this
is probably only taken from Virgil—

“ Jam vincte vites; jam falcem ambusta reponunt ;
« Jam canit extremos effetus vinitor antes.”

Virgil. GQeorgic., lib. ii. 1. 416.
e
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