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THE
TRANSLATOR

TO THE

READER,
poegt—4 He Eminency and Worth of this Author need

no Apology , his Works fufficiently commend

Him , who in his Wiitings, asthe prefent -

Book clearly fhews, ufed no Tautologies,

Circumlocutions, or fruitles Ambages ; but
(like a good Mafler , intending to inform, not to
perplex the M. z1s of his Difciples) fo fuccinctly fpeaks
of all Things, as is rarelyfeen in any other Author.
The End, why he Writ in his Time, was as him-
elf declares, not only to Teachand Direét the Inge=
miows , but alfoto Dereft and Enervate the fallacious
Deferiptions of Sophifters, whom he pronounceth
Curfed; faying, he fhould be accurfed allo, did he
not -difcover their Frauds. For a like End was I in-
¢ired, by a worthy Friend of mine, to this Tranfla-
tion; that the WO RKS of fo Ancient dnd Veneras
ble an Author (comprifing fo many ard various moft
needful Preparations ) might now at length be pub-
lithed in the Engl:fh Tongue ; there being at this very
Day fo many Perfons publickly expofing their Chyz:
cal Preparations ( as they call them) which, if fuch
as they are prefented to be, or but in fome compe-
tent meafure correfpondent to the fpecious Tirles,
with which they are infignized , would rather com-
mend their Authors, than need to be commended
by them. For Chymiftry is a true and real 4rs, and
(when Handled by prudent. Areifls ) producetlt
true and real Effects. A3ze But
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But alas ! *tis’ by Experience found,
Our empty Veffels give the greateft found.

- And' (which is'more to be bewailed ) Men that
have fcarcely feen the Firft Entrancesof Chymiftry,
or at moft are but Tyro's in that moft neceffaiy
(though much abufed ) Science; account themfelves
fufficiently accomplithed , if Confident enough to boaft
after the Rate of Maflers ; yea, more than good
Meafters ur that Art dare to do.  For every con(ci-
entious Man , exercifed in Chymiftry, fees Caufe e-
nough to lay his Hand upon his Mouth; and Vet
neglects not to do what Geod lie can, without blow-
ing a . Trumper. . He that doth otherwife, may ver
well be fufpected : for'(according to the ufual Pro=
verl ) Good Wine needs no Bufh; and every well per-
formed Work: commends the Worker thereof. It 18
recorded of the famous Painter Apelles, that he,
having finithed any eminent Piece, did always ex-
pole it to publick View, before he durft commend
it (as a perfe&t Work) to him for whom he made
the {ame. His Endin this, as Hiftories amply relate,
was that he might, from the Mouths of othérs,
hear himfelf praifed, or difpraifed; and thence be able
(prudently conjecturing by what he heard) to correct
and amend his own Errours.  If Phyficians of out
Time did, 1n imitation of Apelles , expofe their Works
for the fame End, and would upon juft and unde-
niable Cenfures, endeavour to amend their Errors;
their fo frequent Publications would be highly com-
mendable ; but ‘tis otherwife.  Yet Charity forbids
me to inpute this to Awvarice, Fraud, or Ambition
( Vices abhominable in all Men, efpecially in Phyfi-
czans ) but rather to other lefs injurious Caufes, as
Ignorance , and wantof certain Experience ; in amend-
11g which, this Bookmay prove very ferviceable : be-

3 - caule
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« “ Tothe Read:r.
caufe the Tgnorant and Unexpert may poflibly bein”
formed thereby , and thence learn true Experiences,
by which (if Induftrious)- they will in Time be able ro
‘Correft their own Errours, as'well as if they had u-
fed the Policy of’ Apelles. But 8f Coverous, Decertfil,
and Ambitions Men, there is no fuch -Hope. There-
fore ‘omittify thefe , Idoubt not, butthat to every
‘Muan ftudious of Verity, the prefent Work willrbe
highly acceprable :" becaufe herein he will find In-
Jtinctions fufficient to inform his Fudgment , in pre-
‘paring ' Medicines' “truly Chymical. - For this Author
(herein excelling others ) hath clearly and candidly,
though' briéfly , taught the Methods of purifying all
Meials | Minerals-, Salts , Allomes, ©c. In which
true and perfet Purification, the Vertiie of .each Sub~
et (its Vice: and ‘Impurity being feparated) is rendred
ten-fold more eéfficacious in Medicinal TUfe, than the
fime Subjeft (Wwithout fuch' Preparation preceding)

“could have been;  as Experience daily proves. Bur
3f any Man obje& and fay, This Author taugh thefe
‘Purifications only in Qrder to the great S.«:‘an.elof P]J’f"'
“Iofophers ; to -hith T thus anfwer : ‘All: Philofophes

{Ancienv -and Modérn ) unanimoufly affirm, that I
Surity tetids to Corruptioriand*Death ; but Purity to
-}I)'ncormprz'm and'Life. " Therefore’, if they, to_amend_
imperfect Metals , wviz. To ‘heal the Difeafes of
them , {o ftrictly enjoyned the Separationof Hetero-
geneals, and Purification of Things Homogenal ;_how
muck more, every faithful Phyfician ought rolabour
in purifying the Subjeéts of Medicine for the Humane
Body (more precious than all Metals) of which thefg
here {pecified are no mean Part, Ileave tothe Fuag-
ment of all : And having premifed thefe, crave the
Readers Patience in perufal of the fbllowing :

Wheh I had perfected this Trgnflationof GEB E R,
my Purpofe was to have concealed my Name; as
I did in the Tranflationof Royal and Prattical Chymi=
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firy (which being my firft E/ffay in that kind of Learn«
ing , 1 muft confe(s were not {fo well performed, as
1 intend that Book fhall be, if a Second Impreffion
thereof be made in my Time) of Beguinus his Tyroci=
nium, of Helvetius bés Golden Calf, all made publick
fome years fince; together with that of the Triumphane
Chariot of Antimony , with Kirkringius his Notes there-
on (though not the fmall Piece of Syncfius to it an-
nexed ) lately publifhed : but finding fome tooready,
as the faying is, to thruft their Szckle into another
Mans Harveft, 1 amnow at length enforced here to
fubjoyn my Name ; being refolved henceforth fo todo,
whenfoever any other of the Works (through the
favour of God) by me tranflated, fhall come tobe
expofed to publick View. For, befides the large
Volume of the Waorks of Ramund Lully, now ready
for the Prefs (not to mention other Pieces on various
Subjeéts, of which I have tranflated many for private
Perfons ) 1 have Englifhed the greateft Part of the
Waorks of Paracelfus; hayiug compleated two of his
three Volumes, and about half the Third : which I
intend to finith (if GOD permit) asTime, Opportu=
nity, or Encouragement fhall be offered. Reader, I
could here mention more; but confidering that no
Man hath any thing that he hath notreceived ; and
timely remembring that Poetical Admonstion 5

Nullum decet effe fuperbum ;
ui fic inflatur, deferit omne Bonum :

I here conclude, fubfcribing my felf ( aé I always
defire to be) your real Friend = © £

M1y 3d. 1678, Frommy

" Houfe at the Star in

New-market 72 Wap-
ping, near the Dock.

Rithard Ruffell,
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The PREF ACE of the AU-
T HO R, Shewing the Realons
why he writ this BO OK.

E with continued and {requent

\ diligence of Labour, and great
Study equivalent, not without moft pros
found and (erious thoughts, &c. expofe
publickly to your view, the Inveftigation
y  of this moft noble Science, that the (ué-
B i ente B lequent Volummns mry the better and more
clearly be underflood by you ; andthat
Leing undevfiood , [earched iuto, and
found, they suay the more eafily and rea-
| B dily
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2
dily be brought rg effect. And becaufe,
to find out the Realon of Art,is another
thing, than to attempt and prove the (ub-
¥ | tiltzes and intrigues of tbeﬁ things ; un-
i 4 120 by operating, [earching, and experi-
| - encing, the intended compleatment be at-
tained : thevefore, whatfoever we found
out by things declared (I mean, of
things perfecting Art) we bave bere

writilen zzccordz'ffg totheintentior fyf ouyr

CHAP.. L

Of Things Pfrféﬂfﬂg and Corrupting
Metallick Bodies.

O e
=

L Herefore , feeing this  Science
treats of the-Imperfelt Bodies
of Minerals, and teacheth how

. i
s el
= ——— e

‘N
13

o
=14

Mend.  Tet, let no man think that we
F o - .
compofed this Inveftigation before ox
Book, which is Intituled, The Sum of
the Perfection of the Magiftery ; i»
which, whatfoever we [aw andbandled,
we have compleatly defcvibed, according
o the Order of Science, with Experience
and ceriaim Knowledg, which we ac-
guired by cur Scrutiny, exercifed abont
the FEffeits of Natural and Mineral
Thingsy and the diver|e Tran[mutations
apparent in the Work., “And we bave
expliasned our Science before compofed,
wath this Comment of Inveftigation,
which we purpofely writ for that end:
therefore , by right | this muft precede
that, (eeing by thes Book 1 am to make
Enguiry abount the Thing Perfecting.
CHAP

toperfect them; wein the firft
S place confider two Things, Viz.
Imperfettion and Perfeftion. About thefe two
our Intention is occupied, and of them we
purpofe to treat. We compofe this Book of
Things perfetting and corrupting ( according as
we have found.by experience ) becaufe Con-
traries fet near each other, are the more ma-
nifeft. |

The Thing which perfects in Minerals, is the
fubftance of Argentvive and Sulphwr propor-
tionably commixt, by long and temperate de-
coltion in the Bowels of clean, infpiflate, and
fixed Earth ( with confervation of its Radical

~ Hyumidity not corrupting ) and brought to a

folid fufible Subftance, with due Ignition, and
rendred Malleable. - By the Definition of this
Natnre perfeting, we may more eafily come
to the Knowledge of the Thing corrupting.
And this is that which is to be underftood ir
a contrary Senfe, viz. the pure (wbflance of

B 2 Sulphut
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Sulphur and Argentvive, without due Propor-
-tion commixed, or not futhciently decocted
inthe Bowels of unclean, not rightly infpiffate
nor fixed Earth, having a Combuftible and
Corrupting Humidity, and being of a rare and
porous Subftance ; or having Fufion without
due Ignition, or no Fufion, and not fufficient-
ly Malleable. |

The firlt Definition I find intruded in thefe
two Bodies, viz. in So/ and L#na, according
to the Perfection of each : ‘but the fecond in
thefe four, viz, Tin, Lead, Copper and Ironm,
according to the Imperfection of each. And
becaufe thefe Imperfet Bodies are not redu-
cible to Sanity and Perfeétion, unlefs the con-
trary be operated in them ; that is, the Mani-
feft be made Occult, and the Occult be made
Manfeft: which Operation, or Contrariation,
1s made by Preparation, therefore they muft
be prepared, Superfluities in them removed,
and what is wanting fupplied; and 10 the
known Perfection inferted in them. But Per-
feCt Bodies need not this preparation ; yet
they need fuch Preparation, as that, by which
their Parts may be more Subtiliated, and they
reduced from their Corporality to a fixed Spi-
ritwality. The intention of which is, of them
to make a Spiritual fixed Body, that i1s, much
more attenuated and fubtiliated than it was
before, Of all thefe Preparations ( accor-
ding to our Inveftigation) we fhall fufficient-

ly treat in their proper Place in this Book.
What

(S5 )

What fhall be (as is hereafter meﬁ_tioned)
fufficiently prepared, will be fit to make the
White or great Red Elixir with.

CHAP. IL

Of the Stone of Philofophers, that it
is one only, for the White, and for
the Red, and from what Things it zs
extratted, And of the Poffibility
and Way of Perfettion.

E find Modern Artifts to defcribe to

us one only Stene, both for the White
and for the Red; which we grant to be true :
for in every Elixir, that is prepared, White
or Red, there is no other Thing than Ary
gemtvive and Sulphur, of which, one cannot
act, nor be, without the other: Therefore
it is called, by Philofophers, one Stone, al-
though it is extracted from many Bodies or
Things. Forit would be a foolifh and vain
thing to think to extralt the fame from 2
Thing, in which it is not, as fome infatuated

_ Men have conceited ; for it never was the

Intention of Philofephers: 'yet they fpeak ma-
ny things by fimilitude.  And becaufe all Me;
tallick Bodies are compounded of Argentvsve

and Sulphur, pure or impure, by accident,
L and
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and not jnnate in their firft Nature; there-
fore, by convenient Preparation, ’tis poffible
to take away fuch Impurity. For the Ex-
poliation of Accidents is not impoffible : there-
fore, the end of Preparation is, to take away
Superfluity , and fupply the Deficiency in Per-
fect Bodies. But Preparation is-diverfified ac-
cording to the Diver ity of things indigent
For experience hath taught us diverfe Ways.
of acting, wiz. Calcination, Sublimarion De-
fcefzﬁan, Solution, Diftillation, Coagslation ,F 12—
atson and Inceration: All which we ﬁifﬁ’cient-
Iy declare in the Sum of the Perfettion of the
Magiftery. For thefe are Works helpful in

Preparation,

4

CHAP III
Of Things belping the Preparation, mﬁd

<

of their Clean/ing.

Tngs helping Preparation, are thefe.qiz
all kinds of Salt, Alloms;, Atmm;ﬁn:
allo Glafs, Borax, and what are of this Na—’
tere, and moft ftharp Vinegar and Fiye.

anlre
C!c,mydg of- Common Salr.,

Common S/t is cleanfed thus: Firft burn

iIt, and caft-it combuft into hot W4 '
; ter to b
diffolved ; ﬁI;er the Solntion, w 1

hich congeal
| by

-
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by gentle Fire; €alcine the Congelate for a

Day and Night in Moderate Fire, and keep
it for ufe.

Cleanfing of Sak- Alkali.

Salt- Alkali is {0 cleanfed as Common-Salt,
and it is Sagimen Vitri. Firft it is ground,
and then the whole diflolved i Common Wa-
ter hot: afterward Filtred, Congealed, and
Calcined with moderate Fire. -

Cleanfing of Salt-Gem.

Firft it is-ground, and then proceeded with
as with Common-Salt. |
Cleanfing of Salarmoniac,

Grind it fircft with the Preparation of Com-
mon-Salt cleanfed ; then let it be fublimed in
an high Body and Hexd, until it all afcend
pure. Afterward diflolve it upon 2 Porphiry
in the open Air, if you would of it make
Water ; or keep the Swblimate fufficiently pure,

Cleanfing of other Salts.

There are divers other kinds of Salt founq,’
which are Prepared and Cleanfed, as above 1s

{aid.

Cleanfing of Alloms.

Ficft of Roch-Allsm : Many Things may be
Prepared by it, without its Cleanfing ; yet
it may be Cleanfed thus: Put it in an k-
" B 4 | beck
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beck , and extract its whole Humidity, which
is of great avail in this Art. The Feces re-
maining in the Bottom, may be diffolved up-
on a Porphiry-Stone, in fome Humid Place, or
in Water, which may be thence extracted, and
{fo referved clean,

v Cleanfing of Famenons Allows.

Famenous Allom is Prepared as the former !
but in this Art it is of greater vertue. There
are found yet many other Alloms, all which
are Prepared and Cleanfed as above is faid.

Cleanfing of Atraments.

Firlt of Black Atrament, which is thus Clean-
fed: Firft, It muft be diflolved in clean 7i-
segar, afterward Diftilled and Coagulared.
Or let it be firft Diftilled by Alembeck, and
all its Humidity extralted, The Feces Calci-
ned in this Diftillation, muft be refolved up-
on a Porphiry, or diffolved in their own Wa-
ter, and then Coagulated. Or that Water (if
the Artift fowills ) referved,

Cleanfing of Copperas.

Copperas or Vitriol , is Cleanfed as Black
Atrament ; yet Black Atrament hath greater
Earthine(s than the Green. There are divers
Arraments, and they are found of divers Co-
lonr, which are all Cleanfed as the aforefaid.

Of
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Of Glafs and Boraces.

Glafs and Boraces, if made in a dye man-
ner, need not Preparation.

The Cleanfing of moft foarp Vinegars,

Vinegars, of what kind foever, acute and
harfh, are Cleanfed by Subtiliation; and their
Virtue, or Effect, is Meliorated by Diffi'-
lasion. Of the Cleanfing and Purifying of
all the aforefaid, we have now fufliciently
{poken : with which the Imperfect Bodies may
be Prepared, Purified, Meliorated, and Subti-
liated, by Fire always duly Mediating.

—

CHAP IV
Of Preparation and Melioration of Bo-

dies 1n General.

HEY are Prepared and Depurated by

the aforefaid, according to the Intenti-
on of Fire in this manner: Thefe imperfect
Bodies have fuperflaous Humid:ties,and a com-
buftible Sulphureity, with Blickne[s generated
in them, and corrupting them: alfo they have
in them an Unclean, Feculent, Combuftible,
and very Grofs Earthinefs, impeding Ingrefs
and Fufion. Thefe, and fuch as thefe, are

fuperfluous in the aforefaid Bodies, which are
found
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found to be in them, by our Experience, and
certai! and ingenious feveffigation. And be-
caufe thefe Szperfluities have accefs to thefe

Bodies accidentally, and nor radically; and
the Swupoliation of _Accidentals is poflible ;
therefore 1t behoves us, with Artificial Fire,
by the aforefaid cleanfed Thinge, to remove
all Superfluous Aecidents, the only Radical
Subftance of Argentvive and Sulphur remain-
ing. This is the intire Preparation, and per-
fect Deparation of Imperfelt Bodies. The Me-
lisration, Puvification and Subtiliation of thefe
(the pure Subftance remaining ) are effect-
€d many ways, according as the Elxir re-
quires,

. Therefore, the way of Preparing and Pu-
rifying in General, is this: Firft, With Fire
proportional, the whole Superfluous and Cor-
rupt fdxmidity in their Effence muft be eleva-
ted ; al(o their fubtil and burning Superfluity
removed: and this by Calcination. . Afterward,
the whole Carrupt Subftance of their Super-
fluous burning Humidity and Blacknefs remain-
mng i their C+/x, muft be corroded with
thole aforefaid Cleanfed, Corrofive, Acute,
or Harih Things, until the Calx be Whité
or Red (or coloured according to the Na-
ture and Property of the Body ) and clean
and purc from all Superfluity or Corruption.
Thefe Calxes fauli be Cleanfed -with thefe
Correfives, by Grinding, Imbibing and Wafh-
g, Afrterward, the whole unclean Earthi-

nefs,
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nefs, and Combuftible and Grofs Feculency
muit be taken away, and depofited with the
aforfaid Cleanfed or Pure Things, not having
Metallick Fufion 5 they being commixed, and
well ground together with the aforefaid Calx,
depurated in the aforefaid manner.  For thefe,
in the Fufion or Reduttion of the Calx, will
retain with themfelves the aforefaid Grofs
and Unclean Earthinefs, the Body remaining
pure, Cleanfed from all Corrupting Superflu-
ity ; and this by Defcending. t il
The way of Meliorating and Sabtilsating the
pure Subftance of thefe, is n General this:
Firft, this Purged and Reduced Body is again
Calcined with Fire ; and this by the Munda-
tive helps aforefaid: and then, with fuch of
thefe as are Solwtive it muft be diffolved. Tor
this Water is our Stone, and Argentvive of Ar-
gemvive, and Sulphur of Sulphnr, abftracted
from the Spirstnal Body, and Subtiliated. or
Attenuated ; which may be Meliorated by
comforting the Elemental Virtnes 10 1%, with
other prepared Things, thatare of the kind
of its own Kind ; and by augmenting. the
Colonr, Fixion, Weight, Inrity, Fafion, and all
other "Things which appertain to a perfed
Elixir. Andthis is the way (by us only found
out ) of the Preparation, Depnration, Subtilia-
tion and Melioyation of Mincral Bodses 1n Ge-
neral. Now we pafs to the Special or Particular
Preparation of every Imperfect Body, with all
its Methods, as alio of the Perfect Mincval
Bodies. And firft of fupiter. CHAP.
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CHAP V.
Of tbe Preparation of Tin in Special.

]"Upiter is manifoldly prepared, yet beit in this
manner: Put it in an apt Vellel ina Faur-
nace of Calcination, and under it make Fire
{ufficient for good Fufion of the Body; ftir-
ring the Liquefied Body with an Iron Spatula
full of holes, and drawing off the §cxm that
rifeth, and again ftitring the Body, in that
heat of Fire cqually induring, until on the
Superficies be gathered together a good quan-
tity of that Scum or Pewder; which take off;
and again continue ftirring until the whole
Body be reduced to Powder. This Powder fift,
and replace it again in the Furnace, adding
Fire, not exceeding the Fire of its Fufion,
and ftir it often. Keep it in this Fire of Cal-
cination fora day Natural, or thereabouts, un-
til its whole Accidental and Superfluous Hu-
mid:'t)v be abolithed, with its Combuftible and
Corrupting Sulphur. For the Fire elevates
and confumes every Fugitive and inflamable
Subftance : then often well wafh it with the
aforefaid, wiz. with Common-Salt Cleanfed,
and .Afom, and with Purified and Harfh 7%-
negar, and dry it at the S#», or in the Air;
and then again Grind, and Warth, and Dry :

and

Cr3)
and do this rime after time, until by .thc acui-
ty of the Salts, Allsms, andVinegar, its whole
Humidity, Blacknefs, and Urcleann(s, fha}ll be
confumed, corroded and done away. Thisbe-
ing done, add Glafs beaten to Powd:r, tothefe
sforefaid , and when you fhall have impafted
the whole together, then with fufficient Fere
make it flow ina Craucible with an hole inits
bottom , fet withinanother, and the pure and
clean Body will defcend , the whole earthly
and feculent Subftance remaining above with

I -

| the Glafs, and Salts, or Alloms; for in that Body

defcended and reduced, isan equal and per-
fect Proportion of clean Argentvive and white
Sulphur not burning ; becaufe Fire aqd -thc Cor-
rofiwes have divided the whole Hﬂm:d{t] , and
fugitive, and inflamable, and corrupting Sub-
[Fance and Blackne[s 5 and through that Difcen-
fory, by the pafting with Salts , Alloms, and
Glafs, the whole feculent earchy Subftance 1s
feparated , the pure Subftance withits Propor-
ijon remaining. -
; Afterward c;glcine this pure reduced Body a-
gain , with pure and clean Salarmoniac , until
it be in weight equal, or thereabout. When
it fhall be well and perfetly calcined , then
grind the whole well and long upon a Perphiry-*
ftone, and placeitin the open A, 1 acold and
bumid place; or in Glafs Veffels, in a Furnace of
Solution, or in Horfe-dung , until the whole
be diffolved ; augmenting the Sals if need be.

This Warer we ought to honour , foritis what
i, we
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we feek for the White. Thefe may fuffice to be

fpoken of the Preparation of Tin.

CYH AP TV
Of the Preparation of Saturn.

L Ead is thus prepared , Setit in a like Fuy-
nace of  Calcinarion , ftirring it , while in
flux , as youdid the 7i» , until it be converted
toa moft fine Powder = Sift this, and again fet it
n the Fire of its Calcination, as aforefaid, until
1ts Fugitive and Inflamable Subftance be abo-
lithed. Afterwards take out your red Calx !
which imbibe and grind often , with Common
Salt cleanfed , and .Atrament purified, and very
harth Vinzgar. For the Red you muft ufe thefe,
as youdid for the White , with Commion Salr
fa{mcizoza' Allowms, and Vinegar : Alloasof Tinis
faid, your Matter muft be often imbibed, dryed,
and ground, until by benefit of the aforefaid,
this faid uncleannefs be torally removed : then
mix Glafs with thefc aforefaid, andas you did
with the Tin caufe the pure Body to defeend ,
that defcending it may be reduced. Again,
Caleineit with pure Salarmoniac (as of Fapiter
1$ faid) and moft fubrily grind and diffolve it
by the way aforefaid. For that is the Waterof
Argentvive and Sulphur proportionally made .,
which we ufe in Compofition of the Red E-
lixiy,

(15)
Iy, Thefeof the the Preparation of Saturn ,
may fuffice. -

—— e

C.HAP VIL
Of the Preparation of Venus.

~ TEnus or Coppery is this'way prepared :
V Make a Lay of Common Salt well cleanfed
in a Cracible, and upon that put a piece of
Copper Plate, and over that a Lay of Salr, and
then more of the Plate ; and {o continually,
until the Peffel be full : which being covered
and firmly luted, place ina Frrnace ot Calce-
nation, for one day Nutural ; then take it out -
and feparate and fcrape off what fhall be Cal-
cined ; and again Calcine the Plates with New
Salt , asbefore, repeating the Caleination {0 0f=
ten, as until all the Plaresfhall be confumed ,
and corroded by the benefitof the Salr and
Fire: for the Salt cogrodes the fuperfluous Hz-
midity and Combuftible Szlphnresty and the
Fire elevates the Fugitive and Inflamable Sub-
ftance with due Preportion. Grind this calci-
ned matter to amoit fubtile Powder, and Wa{_h
it with Vinegar ; untilthe Water come from it
free from Blackue[s. Another time imbibe it.
with new Salr and Vinegar, and Grind , and
after Contrition (or Grinding) putit in a Cal-

¢ining Frrnace, inan openVeffel, and legit f’iand'
| there
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there three days Natural ; thentake it outand
Grind it very well and fubtily , and well and
long wafh it with Pinegar, until it fhall be
cleanfed and purged from all Uncleannd(s. This
being done, dry it well in the S##, then add to
it half its weight of Salarmoniac, well and long
Grinding, until it be an impulpasle Subftance.
Then expofeit to the open Air, or fet it in
Horfe-dung to be diffolved , until whatfoever
1s there fubtile thall be diflolved ; anew ad-
ding clean Salztmoniac , if need fhall bey until
the whole be made Water. Hononr this Water,
which we name the Water of fixed Sulphar
with which the Elixir is tinged to Infinity.
Thefe of the Preparation of Venus.

—-— e —— e

A8 - BV B R o
Of the Preparation vf Mars.

NA ArsorIron, isbeft prepared thus: Let it be

Calcined as Venwns , with Comimon Salt
cleanfed,and letit be wathed with pure Viregar ;
being wafthed, dry it in.the S#n, and when
dryed, grindand imbibeit with new Sa/t and
Vine;ar , and then put it in the fame Faurnace,
.asof Vemus is faid , for three days. Hononr
this Solution , viz. The Water of fixed Sulplbnr,
wonderfully augmenting ' the Colowr of the E-
Lixir. Thefe may fuffice to be fpokenof the
Preparation of Imperfeit Bodies, CHAP.

C 7 3

CH A P; IX.
of the Preparation of Sol.

I)Erf'e{t Bodies need not Preparation, in relati-
on to their further Perfeition, being perfet ;
but that they may be more fubtiliated, and at-
teénuated ; we adhibit this Preparation to them :
B¢ Solor Gold beaten into thin Plates, and
with them and Common Salr very well prepared
make Lay upon Lay in a Veffel of Calcinat;'an:
which fet into a Fainace and Calcine well for
threedays, until the whole be fubtily Calcined ;
then takeit out ; grind it well, wath it with
Vinegar,anddry itin the Sun, afterward grind
it well with half its weight of cleanfed Salas-
monsac 5 then fet it to be diffolved, until the
whole (by the benefir of Common Sals and Ar-
moniac ) ‘be diffolved into a moft clear Water.
This is the precious Ferment for the Red Elixir,
and the true Body made Spiritual.

CrH- A P X!
Of the Preparationof Lina.
[ Una or Silver, is fubtiliated and attenuatéed

and reduced to Spiritualsty , in manner as
C dbove
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above is faid of Sol. Therefore in all and €3
very part of the Work, do the fame Inits Sub-
tiliation, as youdid with the Gold. And this Wa-
cer of Luna diffolved , is the Ferment for the
White Elixir,” made Spirithial,

w

CHAP XTI
Of the Properties of ‘the Greater Elixir.

-E have now fufficiently determinated

the' Preparation and_ Smériléatian of per-

fect Bodies , that every Difcreet Operator may
be enabled to attain his Inzention. Therefore
let him attend to the Propertiesand Ways of _A{if‘:—
on of the Compofition of the Greater Elixir :

Forwe endeavourto make one Szbftance, yet .

compounded and compofed of many ; {o per-

‘manently fixed , that being put upon the Firé,

the Fire cannot injure ; and thatit may bemix-
ed with g7:tals in Flux, andflow with-them,
and enter with that which in themis of anin-
greflible Subftance, and be permixed with that,
which in thém isof a permixable subffance; and
be confolidated with that, which in themis of
a confolidate Subftance; and be fixed with thar,
which in-themis of a fixable Swbftance; and
not be burned by- thofé Fhings which burn not
Gold and . Silver ; and take away Confolidations
and Weights with due Igmtion.

Yer you muft not think ali this can be effeit&

- A )
ed by Preparation at once, in a very fhort
Time , asa few Dayes and Hosurs ; but in re-
Ipect of other Modern Phyficians , and alfo in
refpect of the Operation of Nature, the Verity
of the Work is fooner terminated this way,
Whe-n(':c the Philofopher faith, It is a Medicine
requiring 4 long (pace of time. Wherefore 1 tell
you, you mult patiently fuftain Labosr, be-
caufe the work will be long ; and indeed Fe—
Stinationis from the Devils part.:. Therefore let
him that hath not Patience defift from the Worb :
for credulity will hinder him making overmuch
hafic. And every Natural Aétion hath its deter-
minate Meafure and Time, inwhich it is ter-

_mufated , -#iz. inagreater or leffer {pace. For

th.is' Work Three Things arcneceffary, namely,
Latience, Length of Time, and Aptuefsof Iiftre-

ments 5 of which we fpeak, to the Artificer, in
the Sum of the Perfeltionof our Magiffery, -in

divers Chapters , . wherein he may find them,

Af. he ‘be {ufficiently skilled in our Works. In
‘which, by manifeft and open Proof we con-
€lude, that our Stowe is.no other, than a Fetent
[(or fruitful) Spiric and Liviug Water; whichwe

have named Dry Water, by Natural Proportion
cleanfed ,and united with fuch Union; that they
can never be abfent each from other. To which
two muft alfo be added a third, for abbreviating
the Work ; thatis a perfect Body attenuated.

€ 2 Ths
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The Fpilogue and Conclufion of the Work.

Herefore from the above premifed, the
Things are manifeft in which the Perity

of the Work isnigh ; and we have confidered
Things perfeting this Werk, by our true Inveffi-
gation, with certain Experience, whereby we are
affured , That all the Words are true, which are
now (by us only) written in our Volumns , ac-
cording as we found by Experiment and Rea-
fon , related in the fame : But thofe Things
‘which by our Experience we haye operated,
feen with our Eyes, and handled with our
Hands, We have writ in the Sum of the Per-
fectionof Omr Magiftery. Therefore, let the Sa-
pient Artificer ftudioully perufe Our Books, col-
le@ing Our difperfed Inrention , which’' We
havedefcribed in divers places, that We might
not expofe it to Malignant and Ignorant Mex ;
and let him prove his Collettion even unto
Knowledse | Studying and Expéerimenting with
the Inftance of Ingenions Labonr, till he come to
an intire Underftanding of the whole. Let the
Arrificer exercife himfelf, and find out this
now (“in great Love ) propofed Way of Inve-

ftigation, by Our Confideration ; and alfo ac-
quire a plenary Kwnowledse of the Verity of the

perfeting and corrupting Aatter and Form.

for We in Our Inveftigation, have confidered
the

(21)

the Matter and Form of Perfect Bodies (from
the Radix of their Commixtion, unto their
Compleatment). to be pure without any fuper-
venient Corruption. We have alfo, in a’ con-
trary Senfe, confidered the Subftance of Bodies
imperfect and perfect , tobeoneevery where,
Viz. Argentvive and Sulpbur 5 which are pure
and clean before their Commixtion : And by
this Confideration, through Our own Exercife ,
We found the Corraption of imperfect Bodies,
accidentally to haveaccefs ; and that thisgave
a new and corrupted Form: For when We
have feen imperfect Bodies by Our Experience
and Ingennity, prepared and cleanfed from all
fuperfluous Corraptionand Fugitive Uncleannefs,
deliberate and terreftrial, We found them of
greater Clearnefs and Brightnefs, or Purity, than
Bodies naturally perfett , not prepared. By
which Confideration We came to the perfect
and compleat end of this Science, which We
have perfectly deferibed in Our Books. There-
fore be Studious in them, and you will find
Qur whole Seience, which We have abbrevi
ated out of the Beoks of the Ancients,

The end of this Inveftigation.
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G EBER;

The Famous Arabian Prince

and Philofopher,
Of the Sum of
PERFECTION,

OR, OF THE

PERFECT MAGISTERY:

leo Books.

The Firft Book.

The P REF ACE, Touching the Way of
Defcribing this ART, andof thofe
. thatare fit DI SCIPLES. |

; urﬁwhole Scienceof Chymiftry , which,
B witha divers Compilation, out of thé
Books of the Ancients, Wehave ab-
breviated in our Polumes; We here

reduce into one S#m. And what in other Books *

written by Us is diminithed, that We have fufh-
T i ciently
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ciently madeup.in the Writing of this Our Book,

“and fupplied the Defeét of them very briefly.

And what was abfconded by Us in one Part,that
We have made manifeft in the {ame Part,in thig
our Volyme ; that the Compleatment of {o Excel-
ient and Noblea Part of Philafopby , may be
apparent to the Wife.

Therefore, Moft dear Soz , know, thatin
this Work the whole Operation of Our Art1s
fufficiently contained in General Heads, with
an Univerfal Difcourfe , without any Diminu-
tion. And he, who fhall operate according to
this Book , he fhall ( through God ) with Joy
find , that heis come to the true end of this Art,
But you muftalfo know, that he , whoin him-=
(elf knows-not Natural Principles , is very re-
mote from our A4r ; becaufe he hath not a true
Root , whereon to found his intention.” And he,
who knows his Natural Principles and all
Canfes of Minerals , Yet hath not acquired
the true End and Proficicncy of this Art; hath
1 more eafie Accefs to the Principles of this

" Art , than he who 1s ignorant in his Inrention

i

of the Merhod of his Werk, and is but a lit-
+le remote from the Entrance of Art. But he
who knows the Principles of all Things,and the
Caufes of Mincrals, and the Way of Genera-,
tion ; which confifts, according to the Inten<
vion of Nature , is indeed but a very little
thort of the Compleatment of the Werk ; with-
out which our Science cannot be perfet: be-
gaufe Art cannot imitate Natwre in_allWorks
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but imitates her as exactlyas it can. There-
fore moft dear Son, We difcover a Secret to
you, ¥iz. That Artificerserrein this, namely,
That they defire to imitate Naturein all Dif-
ferences of the Properties of Aétion. Wherefore
Iabour ftudiouflyin Our Polumes, and endea-
vour to ponder them very often in your Mind,
that you may acquire the true Intertion of Qur
Words ; becaufe in them you may find whereon
to eftablith your own AMind, and by them
know how to efcape Errors, and in what you
may be able to imitate Natsre in the Artifice
of your Work, 8 b it

—

Zhe Divifion of this Firff Book inta
 Four Parts. ' i

It , We intend briefly to fet down all Jm-
pediments 'by which the Artificer is im-
peded in his Work, that he cannot reach to
the true End: Alfo, in this Part we will fpeak
of the Conditions of the Operator of this Art.
Secondly, We will difpute againft the Igno-

(25)

will be fufficiently evident to Wife Men, that
cheir Sophifmes are void of  Truth.

Thirdly , We intend to Difcourfe of Natsral
Principles, that are according to the Intemtion
of Nature; and in that Part We treat of the
Way of Generation and Mixtion of them each
with other , in the Work of Nature, and of
their Effeéts , according to the Opinion of An-
cient Philofophers.

Fonrthly » We will demonftrate the Princi-

les , which are according tothe Intention of

this Qur Work ; in which We are able toimi-
tate Nature , and the way of mixing and alte-~
ring, congruous to Nature, with its Caxfes, to
be reduced to the Intent of Our Work.

The Firft Part of this Firft Book, treats
ing of the Impediments which hinder
the Artifts from attaining to the true
End of this Art. |

CHAP L
The Divifion of Impediments.

own Ignorance and Unskilfulne(s in their Search
after the Magiftery, and the Proficiency of this
i Art, damn the Az it felf, and contend that
| it hath no being, oris not. But in this part
We {ct down all their Reafons, and afterward
I oft evidently confute the fame; fo that i;
i s . . | wil

I
nI zant and Sophifters , who by reafonof their
l

T-- He Impedimentsincident to this Work, are
generally two, viz. Natural Impotency ,

and Defeét of NecefJary Expence, Or Ocmpatwncf
w 3 . an .

-
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and Laléaﬂ'r';.' Yet We fay, Natural Iméa't'eagy is.

Manifold ;. viz. Partly from the Organs of the
Artift; and partly from hisSesl. From the Oy-
ganof the Artificer, it 1s alfo manifold ; for ei-
ther the Organ is weak , or wholly corrupteds
And it is manifold from the Impotencies of the
Sonl ; either becaufe the §oxl is perverted in the
Organ(having nothing of Reftitude, or Reafon in
it {elf) as the Soul of a Madinfatuate Man ; or
becaufe it is Fantaffical, unduly fufceptive of
the Contrary of Forms, and fuddenly extenfive
from one Thing knowable, to its oppofit, and
from one Will to its oppofit likewife, 2

LA RALL

Of the Impediments of this Work, from
the Part of the Body of the Artificer.

YA/E havealready generally determined the

Impediments of this Work ;. but now in
this Chaprer, Wefpeak ina more fpecial man-
ner, and more plainly declare to you all
thofe Impediments moft fully, yet with brevity.
Therefore We. fay, if any Man have -not his
Organs complear , he cannot by himfelf come
to the Compleatm:nt of this Work ; " no more
than if he were Blind or wanted his Limbs ;
becaufe hé is not helped by the Members:
by meditation of which, as miniftring to /Na-

LRYe, .
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sure, this Art is perfected. Andif the Body of

R che Artificer be weak, fickly, and feaverifh ; or

like the Bodies of Leprons perfons, whofe Mem-
bers fail 5 or of Men at the laft point of Life, or
wornout with decrepit old Age ; he cannot
attain to the Compleatment of the Art, There-
fore the Artift is hindered in his Intention, by
thefe Natural Impotencies Of the Body. -

| e F _ﬂ

CHAP IIL

Of the Impediments from the part of
the Artifts Soul.

A E premifed one Chapter, in which we

abfolutely and manifeftly declared the
Impediments depending on the part of the Bo-
dy" of the Artificer: It now remains, that
we briefly declare the Impediments from the
Part of his Soxl, which moftly hinder the com-
pleatment of this Work. Therefore, we fay,
he that hath not a Nat#ral Ingenuity, and Soxl,
fearching and fubtily fcrutinizing Natural Prin-
ciples,the Fundamentals of Nature;and Artifices
which can follow Nature,in the properties of
her Aétion, cannot find the true Radix of this
moft precious Science. As there are many who
have a fiiff Neck , void of Ingennityin every
perfcrutation; and who can {carcgly under-
ftand Common Speech, and likewife ith diffi-
culty learn Works vulgarly Common, Berilid{?cs_
45 SRCN i » | thefc,
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thefe, we alfo find many who have 4 Sox!
eafily opinionating every Phantafie ; but what
they believe they have found true, is all Phand
taftick , deviating from Reafon, full of Error,
and remote from Natural Principles : Becaufe
their Brain, repleat with many Fuamofitics,
cannot receivej the true Intention of Natural
Tuings. There are alfo, befides thefe, others
who have a Sox/ movable, from Opinion to
Opinions, and from Will to Wills 5 as thofe, who
fuddenly believe a Thing, and will the fame,
without any Ground at all of Reafon ; but a
little after thar, another Thing: and do like-
wife believe another, and will another, And
thefe are {o changeable,that they can f{carcely
accomplith the leaft of that they intend ; but
rather leave it defetive. There are likewife
Others, who cannot fée any Truth in Na-
tural Things,'no more than Beafts; as if they
were Witlefs, Mad-men and Children. There
are Others alfo who contemn the Science, and
think it not to be ; whom in like manner this
Soience contemns, and repels them from the
End of this moft precious Work. And there
are Some, who are Slaves, loving Money,
who do affirm this to be an admirable Sczence,
but are are afraid to interpofit the Necefary
Charges. Therefore, although they approve
1t, and according to Reafon {eek the fame, yet
to the Experience of the Work they attain not
through govetoufnefs of Money : Therefore,

this Qur Seiepce comes not tq them, For how
. : ' can
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can hé who is ignorant, or negligent in the
(earch of Science, attain eafily to it?

C.H A B, -1V,

of External Impediments bindring r/;e
Work of this Art.

ediments retarding the End Qf Fhis
"Art. which all are from Radical Pﬂnfzples
accz)rd‘.ng to the Natnre of the Artificed of

W E have to two Heads reduced all 7ni-
P

| this moft precious Bufine(s. Thercfore, it con--

cerns Us now at length' to declare the fm-
pediments externally fupervenient, and happen-
ing by Chances and Cafnalties, by which, this
moft Gloriens Work_is hindered. “We fee fome
fubtil and ingenious Men, skilled in the Works
of Nature, and, as far as is poflible, follow-
ers of her, in her Principles and Works 5 1n
whom alfo is an Inveftigation not Phantaffick,
in all Things beneath tife Lunar Circle , that
are regulated by the AMutions and Aétions of
Nature: Yet thefe, opprefled with extream
Powerty , and lying under a Difpenfation of
Indigency, 'are compelled to poftpone or neg-
lect this Excellent Magiftery.  There are many
Others befides the abovefaid Curions Men,
detained by the various Cares and Solicitudis

of this World, occupying themfelves wholg?;
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in Sécular Bufinefs ; from whom tfi‘is our
cious Serence withdraws her felf,

Now, from the premifed Heads, >t 3
ently manifeft what are the Impj’ g
dring Men from this Art.

pre;

ediments hin-

e
l

CoH Al X0

The Conclufion of this ﬁrﬁ‘ Part, cous

taining the Qualifications of the A
tificer, :

-

.]U;Herefme from what is ab id, 3

] ; ovefaid, we
¢ c-qr}clude, that _t.hC Artificer of this,War})
ought n be well skilled, and perfet in the
wewences W Natural P/ailq[gpfg] : becaufe, how
much 2 ey foever he hath, and although

he be e.dowed with a patyrall

Wit and Defire in this Artifice yt}g hgrgg?itrlll(])c‘i
attain his End, unles he hath by | Learuin
acquired WNatural. Rbilofoply. For theﬂdefcc‘%
of that which is notacquired by Natural In-
genwiry, muft be fupplied by Learning. There-
fore the Artificer muft be helped by moft dee

.S'mr:cb, and Namml Induftry.  For, by reafog
of his. Learning. enly, how -much foever of
Seience he hath acquired, unlefs- he be alfo
helped by Natwral Induftry, he will not be in-
vited to fO precious a Banguer, By  his In-
dufity, he muft amend his Ervonr in the point,

9
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§6 which he will be ignorant how to apply

a Remedy, if he rely only upon his Learning
& likewife, he may remedy his Erronr in the
Point, from his Knowledg acquired by Natu-
val Learning, which by Induftry only he can-
not avoid ; becaufe At is helped by Ingenn-
ity, and Inmgenmity by Art likewife.

Alfo it is neceffary for him to be of a con-
ftant 'Will in his Work , that he may not pre-

‘fume to attempt this now, and‘that another
‘time : becaufé our Art confifts not, nor is

perfectedina Multitude of Things. For there

is one Stome, one Mediciney in which the Aa-

giftery confifts, toO which we add not any ex-

traneous Thing, nor remove we ought ; ex-

cept-that in Freparation wa take away Super-
wities.

Alfo he muft be diligent in the Work_ , per-
fifting to the final Confummation thereof, that
he leave not off ‘obruptly ;becaufe he can
acquire neither'Knowledge nor Profit from
4 diminifhed Werk ; but fhall rather reapDe-
[peration and’ Dammage. It 1s alfo expedient
he fhotild 'know the Principles and Principal
Radixes of this Art, which are effential to
the’ Work : ‘becaufe, he that isignorant of the
Beginnings, cannot find the Esd. And we thew
you - all thofe Principles in 2 Difcourfe com-
pleat, and fufficiently clear and manifeit to
wife Men, according to the exigency of this
our Art. It is likewife expedient, the Artift

fhould be temperate and flow 1o Anger, lez;li’c
| ¢




& 38

he fuddenly ( through the force of Rage )
fpoil and deftroy his” Works begun.

Likewife alfo,; he muft keep his Money,
and not prefumptuoufly diftribute it vainly,
leaft he happen not to find the Art, and be
left in Mifery, and in the Defperation of Po-
verty; or at Jeaft; when (by his Diligent
Endeavour ) he is come near to the End of
his Magiftery, his “Money being all fpent, he
be forced to leave the End ( miferable Man
as he is ) uncompleated, For they, whoin
the Beginning prodigally wafte their whole
Treafnre, when they draw nigh to the End,
have not wherewith to Labour. Whence fuch
Men are 1wofoldly overwhelmed with Grief,

- 7i&. becaufe they fpent their Money in Things

unprofitable, and becaufe they lofe the moft
noble Science which they were in queft of,
For you need not to confume your Goods,
feeing you may come to the compleatment
of the Magiffery for a fimall price, if you be
not ignorant of the Principles of Ay, and

- rightly underfrand what we have declared to

you. Therefore, if you wafte your oney,
not minding our Admonitions, plain and ma-
nifeft, written in this Little Book, inveigh
not agamnft Us; but impute what you fuffer
to your own Ignorance and Prefumption. For
this Science agrees not well with a Man poor
and indigent, but is' rather inimical and ad-
verfe to him.

Nor fhould the Artif endeavour to find

the
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the Sophiffical end of his Werk , but be intent
on the true Compleatment-only ; becaufe our
Art is referved in the Divipe Will of Ged, and
is given to, or with-held from, whom he will;
who is Glorions, Sublime, and full of all 74-
Jtice and Gosdnefs,  And perliaps; for the pu-
nifhment of your Sapbiﬂ‘ cal Work , he denies
you the Art;-and lamentably thruits you in-
to the By-Path of Error, and from vour Er-
7or Into perpetual Infelicity and  Mifery: be-
caufe he is moft miferable and unhappy,
to whom ( after the End of his Wark and
Labonr ) GOD  denies the fight of Truh,
For fuch a- Mun is conftituted in perpetuzl
Labonr, befet with' all Misfortune and Infeli-
city, lofeth the Confolation, foy; and Delight
of his whole Time; and eonfiimes his Life in
Grief without Profit. Likewife,  the _sra

#iff, when he fhall be in his Wark , fhould
ftudy to imprefs in his Mind, all Signs that
appear in every Decoétion, and to fearch out
their Canfes. . | '

Thefe are the Thinys neceflary for an 47
tificer fit for our 4rr; bue if any of thefe

- Wehave declared be wanting in him, he fhould

MOt approach ro our A,
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The Second Part of this Firft Book:
in which are related the Reafons of
Men denying this Art, which are af-

(35°)

pofing it to be: For Some, fimply affirm:

this Art not to be, Sopézﬂ‘.{coz/g yﬂrgagg;f;%
their Argument, thus: They fay, there are di-
ftinct Species and Diverfitic s of Things | becaufe
the Proportions, in Commixtion of’ Eleinents
each with other, are divers and diftind. | or

| terward confuted. isere - - :

" | an Afs 1s divers in Species from a Man ; ~be-

I L . ¢ caufe, in his Compofition, he had a more di-
E

b . vers rroportion of Elements.  So. alfo it is in
A General ng-z;;ﬁOﬂ Qf the }fol/owmg- all other Diverfities of sz'ﬂgx, therefore :rrll

Minerals, Wherefore the Propartion of Things

e Aving already in one Swm of this lit- . | P ,

i 3 H tle gBook cog}prifed all .the Impediments ffnfgi“"’ “;Y IW'h;f;ﬁ § @cquitred the Formsand
i of this Work, and given you a Dottrine fuf- [ 270 ' €168 ) being unknown, hoyw
i " ficient for the Adherency of this .Are : 1t is B o to‘z' L thf Mixtwre, and to form
il now expedient, according to: the Intention of th 0 be mixed? Butowe ane ignorant
M‘ | of our mepofe’ to difpute againft Sophi- fg} l:t 4 dtrzl"le P ""P;”’“’f{“()f the Elements of the
_ P _ i - 9t an una, there | .

v Jrers and Ignovant Men. Firft, ff:tt:mg,r (Cilovv‘\;g bt s -tbcm’.om we muit be.ignorant
i their Reafons, according as we, promifed We 1 dike: miasner, theialle oridrwice Py

would do from the Beginning. Laftly , We

| enervate all thofe Reafons fo, as it fhall be condemning our. Magiffery.. . Far @ychey, al-

though you fhould know the Proportion of

i’? eV'idcnt to the W:fe,/g that they contain No- Elements, yet the way of mixing them toge-
‘1; thing of - Trath lin them. | ther you know not; becaufe Narere Procre-
N jo ates thefe in. Caverns; in Mines; iand in hidden
i Places; therefore, feeing -you know not the
[ iR 1 1 |
i CHAZP L Way _(Ol‘ Methad) of thoir Mixtion, you are
(e | alfo ignorant iow to make them. In Jike
| The trie Reafons of Men fimply demy- fort, again they argue: Although you thould
1 ing 1 g | duly know thiis, yet in the 4Fion of Iixtion
o e o you underfiand not how to equalize the 4~
1 a 'THerc are divers who deny and annihilate gent Heat, by mediation of which the Thing
this Art. Some fimply, others only fup~ B s (O perfeted. ' For Nature hath a certauys
j pofing |8 D2 Luaptity
1
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‘tals to a Besng, the meafure of which you

ther Intent. Therefore, thefe being unknown,

* Further, they bring you Reafos and Expe-
~yicnce :  This Science (fay they) hath been {o
“long fought by wife AMen, that it 1t were

“feers of ite Likewife alfo, feeing Philofophers

“Mixtions of .§ pecies, we canniot follow Na-
‘sure.  For we know not  how''to form an

(.96 )

Guantity of Heat, by which fhe brings Met-

know not. Even fo alfo you know ‘not the
Differences of the Agent Canfes of Nature
without whichy! “Narure cannot truly perfect

the ‘whole Method of “performing this Art,
will be unknown likewife. |

poffible- to attain to it any way, they would
a thoufand times, before now, have been Aa-

{eem to treat of'it in their' Polumes, yet in
them we find no Trath: °tis manifelt and
probable enough by this, that this Science 18
not. So likewife, many Princes and Kings of
this World, having infinite Tieafwre, and abun-~
dance of Philofophers, have defired to attain
to this ‘Science, yet could never reach to the
Fruit of this'moft precious Art. This 1s a
fufficient Argument, that the Art is frivolous
in its probation. : Likewife, even in weak

Afs, and other like Things, the AMixt.ens of
which are weak, and manifeft (as it were)
to the Senfes.  Whereforealfo, We muft needs
be much more ignorant, how to form 'the
Mixtion of Metals, which is moft firong ;-

and which is alfo wholly hid from our .S’mf«;
: an

’
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and Experiences. The Sign of which is the
difficulty of Refolutions of Elements from
them.

So alfo, We fee no Oxe transformed into
a Goar, nor any one Species tranfinuted in-
to another, or by any other Artifice {oredu-~
ced. Therefore, feeing Merals differ in them-
felves, can you transform-one into another,
according to its Species, or of fuch a Species
make fuch a Species 2 This feems to us fuffi-
ciently abfurd,’and remote from the Zerity
of Natural Principles, For, Nature perfeCts
Metalsinathoufand Years; but how can you,
in your Artifice of Tran[mutation, live a thou-
fand years, feeing you are fcarely able to ex-
tend your Life to an Hundred? Yet, if to
this, it be thus anfwered,What Nat#re cannot
perfect in a very long {pace of time, that
we compleat in a fhort {fpace by our Arti-

fice : For Art can in many Things fupply the

Defett of Nature. We fay again, That this
alfo is impoflible, efpecially in Metals ; fee-
ing they are moft fubtil Fumes which need
temperate Decoétion, that the proper Humidi-
ty in them may, according to Egualiy, be
Infpiffate ( or Thickned) and not fly from
them, and leave thofe Bodies deprived of all
Huymidity , by which they receive Comtxfion,
or Compreffion and Eaxtenfion. Therefore, if
you will by your Artifice abbreviate the Time
of Decoftion of Nature, in Mmerals and Me-
tallick Bodies, you muft needs do this by Ex-

‘ D3 pefs
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cefs of Heat; which which -will not ade-
quate, but rather diffipate and deftroy the
Humidity , diffolving it from their Bodies. For
Temperare-Heat only 1s Spiflative of Humidity,
and Perfeltive of Mixtion, not Hear exceeding.

So likewife, the Being and Perfeétion are
given from the Stars, as the firft Perficients,
moving the Natnre of Generation and Corrup-
tion, 10 the Being and not Being of Species.
But this is done fuddenly, and in an inftant,
when one or, more Stars; by their Motions,
come to a determinate Site in the Firmament,
by which the Being of Perféction is given : for
every One thing acquires to it felf a Being,
in a moment, from a certain Site of the Stars.
And there is not only one Site, but many,
and divers each from other, as the Effeits of
them are divers. And We cannot know the
Diverfity and Diftintion of thefe each fromo-
ther; becaufe to Us they are unknown and
infinite. How then will you fupply the De-
felt .in your Work, being ignorant of the
Diverfity of Sites of the Stars, according to
the Motion of them? And admit you did
kncw the certain Site of one or more Stars,
by ‘which Perfeétion is given to Metals , yet
you could not perfect your Work according
to your Jntent. For there'is no Preparation
of any Work , for receiving Form by Artifice,
in an inftant, but fucceflive. " Therefore Form
cannot be given to the Work, the Prepararion
being not made in an Inftant, B
Sl TR AR R L O Like-
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Likewife alfo, in Things Nuataral, this is
the Order, wiz. thatitis eafierto defiroy them
than makethem. Butwe can {carcely deftroy
Gold, how then can We prefume to Fabricate
the fame?

Therefore, by reafon of thefe Sophiftical
Reafons, and others lefs apparent than thefe,
they ‘conceit they can deftroy this Divine
Art.  All thefe are the Perfwafions of So-
phifters, fimply denying the 4r¢ to be., But
the Reafons of thofe who deny A4rt from Swp-
pofition, 1 will fet down in the Subfeguent, to-
gether with the Refutations of them. Yet hence
We pafs to the Refutation of the Reafons here
Pofited: firft premifing our' true Intention, in
order to the Compleatment of the Work,

CHAP IL

That it 1s not poffible, mor ought to be

fuppoled, that Art can imitate Na-
ture in all Differeuces of Properties
of Aition. Andcertain Inftructions
touching the Principles of Metals.

Herefore We fay, the Principles, about which
Nature imploys her Aétions, are of a moft
hard and moft firong Compofition: and they
are Sulphur and Argentvive, as fome Philofo-

D 4 phers
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phers fay. Wherefore, being of a moft hard
and moft firong Cempofition, they are alfo of
moft difficult Refolution ; but thisis, that In-
(piffation (or Thickning ) and Indwration (OF
Hardmng ) of them each with other, may be
in fuchwife made, that they may fuffer Con-
tufion and Extenfion, by Malleable Companljion,
and not be broken. By this, no other thing
is meant, than that in Commuixtien of them
each with other, their ¥ifcons Humidity is pre-
fecved by Succeflive Decoétion 1n the Mine,
Therefore moft Dear Son, We give you this
General Rule, viz. that Inpiffation of any Hy-
widity cannot be made, unlefs firft , with
the Hum:diry be made an Exaliatign of the
Parts moft fubtil; and alfo with the {ame Hz-
midity, Confervation of the Parts more Grofs
(if the Humidin Commixtion excced the Dry)
and a true Mixtion of the Dry and Humid ;
that the Humidity may be contempered by
the Drynefs, and the Drynefs by the Humidi-
¢y, and both become one S#bftance, Homoge-
neal inits Parts, temperate between hard and
foft, and extenfive in Contyfion. But this is
not 'done, unles by Disturnal Mixtion of the
vifcous Humidity , ‘and fubtile Earthinefs,
through their leaft parts, until the Humd
become the fame with the Dry, and the
Dry with the Humid. And the Refolution of
fuch a fubtil Vapisr. 1s not fuddenly  made,
but very leifurely, and in thoufands -of
Zears; and that therefore, becaufe it ‘is the
Y 7L ' £t o SEL Uniform

& fer abour refuting the afore-mentioned Reafons
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Usniform Subftance of the Principles of Natwre)
For if Refolution of the ﬁlperguous Humidity
from them, fhould fuddenly be made (feeing
the Humnd differs not from the Dry; by rea-
fonof the ftrong Mixtion, which they have )
the Humid:ty of the Mixtion would be refolved
with the Drynefs, and {o the whole vanifh into
Fume;nor could the Humidity be feperated from
the Drynefs in Refolurion, by reafon of the firong
Umon which they have each with other.

Of thisWe fee a manifeft Experiment in Sub-
limationof Spirits; for when inthem is made
a (udden Refolution by Suolimation, the Humid is
not {eparated from the Dry , nor the Dry from
the Humid , being divided into all the Parts
of their Mixtion; but their whole Subffancea-
{cends, or little of the Mixture is diffolved,
Therefore the fucceflive diuturnal and equal
Ref.lurion of the fubtile fumous Humidity, is
the Canfe of the Infpiffation of Metals : But
this Infpiffation We cannot al(o make after this
manner ; therefore in this We cannot follow
Nature, for We cannot imitate Nature in all
Differences Of Properties of Attien, Wherefore
Our Intention is not to follow Nature in the
Principles , nor in the Proportion of mixable E-
lements, nor in the manner of mixing them
each with other ; nor in the equation of in-
fpiffating ( or thickning ) Hear : all thefe
Things being to Us impofiible and wholly un-
known. Therefore it now remains, that We

of
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of Sophifters, through Ignorance denying this
moft excellent Science,

e < 4 4

A Confutation of the Reafons of Men
[fimply denying Art.

|f they fay We kuow not the Proportion of

Elements, and way of Mixing of themeach
with other , alfo the Equation of Heat infpiffa-
ting Merals ; 'and many other Cas/es and con-
fequent Accidents of the Aétions of Natwre :
We grant the fame. Yet by reafon of this they
do not enervate Qur Divine Sgience , becaufe
they are Things We are neither willing nor a-
ble to know, any more than they can'reach
to Our Werk. But We aflume to Our felves
another Prineciple , and another Method of Ge-
neration Of Adetals , in which We are able to
follow Nature. ' '

If they fay Philofophers and Princes of this
Werld, have defired this Science and could
not find it , We anfwer , They lie. For fome
Pringes ( thoughfew ) and efpecially the 4n-
cient and wife Men found in Our Time, have
(as 1s manifeft) by their Induftry, found out
this Sesence; but would never by Word or Wri=
ting difcover the fame to fuch Mew, becaufe
thégiv are unworthy of it, Therefore They

not
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not feeing any to pofle(s this Science, conceive
an Error in their Mind.f, and thence judge
that none have found it. |
Further, if they phantaftically argue, affirm-
ing our Impotency, thatwe cannot imitate Na-
ture even in weak Mixtions , as in the Mixtion
of an Afs or Oxe; therefore not in the firong :
We anfwer , detecling their manifold Error ,
that there is no neceflity , from their Way of
arguing, for Us to grant that our Art 1s not ;
becaufe they ftrengthen their Error and Phan-
tafic , froma Like, or froma Greater to a Lefs,
in which is not contained Neceffity , but Contin-
gency; as inmany things. This alfo we fhew,by
another way, demonftrating, that they aflign
no apparent Similitude between a weak Comix -
tion of Animals, and the firmand ftrong Com-
pofition of Minerals. Forin Animals, . aqd other
Living Things, inwhich the Compofitionis weak,
there is not a perficient Proportion, nor Mifci-
bles of Proportion, nor Qualities of Mifcibles, nor
a Commixtion , which follows from the Acti-
on and Paflion of thofe Things each with other,
which is from the Aggregation of thofe firft
Bualities ; but there is (according to the Opi-
nion of Many ) a Sonl, which is from the Ocenlt
Receffes of Nature, asfroma Quinteffence, Or
from the firft Miwver. Andof thisalfo we fpeak,
according to the Opinion of many , and know
not the Seerer thereof. Therefore , we cannot
perform fuch Things as thefe, although in them
is a2 weak Mixtion ; becaufe we know not hotw
: L == : _ o
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to infufe the Perfedtive , whichis the Sosl. Yet

hence it follows, that the Defect inus, that

we cannot compound or make anOxe, or a Goat,

is not from the Part of the Mixtion,but through

defect of Infufion of the Sexl: becaufe, as we

know how to makea weak and more weak

Compofiticn, {owe alfo know how to makethe

Atrong and more ftrong ; imitating the Way
and Courfe of Natwure according to our Artifice.
In Metals is lefler Perfection than in Animals

and the Perfettion of them confifts more in Pro-
portion and Compofition, thaninany thing elfe,
Therefore, (eeing inthem islefs Perfeétion, than
in the other now mentioned ; we can the more
freely perfect thefe , but the other not fo. For
the moft High and Glorions God hath diftin-
guithed Perfettions each from other, in many
Formss. And thofe Things, in which the Compo-
firson (which isaccording to Natsre ) was weak,
are by GOD indued with greaterand morenoble
Perfeftion, viz. that, which 1s according to the
Sexl : and other things,by him made, of a more
firm and more ftrong Coemspofition, as Stanes.and
Minerals , are indued with a lefler and more
ignoble Perfettion , iz, that which is from
the Way of Mixtien. Therefore , hence ‘tisevi-
dent , that the Similitude of thele AMen is not
good: for we are not ignorant how to form
an Oxe, oraGoat, inrefpect of the Compofition,
but of the Perfeltive Form. DBecaufe Perfeition
in an Oxe, orina Goat, is more noble and more
gccult,than the Perfeltion confifting in a Metal,
| | But
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But if they otherwifc argue, That Speziesis
not changed into Species ; we again fay, Tbe
lye , as they are more accuftomed, than to
fpeak truly of thefe Things : for Species is chang-
ed into Species,in thismanner,ziz. when theZnd:-
vidual of one Speciesis changedinto the Individual
of another. We fee @ Worm, both naturally,and
by natural Arrifice, to be turned intoa Flye,
which differs from it -in Species; and a Calfe
firangled , to be turned into Bees ; Woeat
into Darnel ; and a Dog firangled, intoWormes ;
by the putrefaction of Ebullition. Yet we donot
this, but Natare, to whom we adminifier,
doth the (ame. Likewife alfo, wealter not Afe-
tals, but Natwre ; for whom , acording to
Art , we prépare that Matrer @ for fhe by her
felfacs,not we ; yetwe areher Adminiffrators.

And if they by another Reafon thus argue,
and ftrengthen their own Seophifficate Opinson ,
faying ' Nature perfects Merals in thoulands of
years, butyoucannot extend your Life fo Icng.
We fay , that Nature alting on her own Frin-
ciples ( according to the Opinion of Philofophers)
perfects them in Thoufands of Years ; but be-
caufe We cannot follow thofe Principics,
therefore, whether Nurure perfects thefe in a
Thoufand Tears, or in more or fewer, orin
a moment:, their- Perfwafion determines noft,
That Weé cannot imitate Nature in her Prin-
¢iples, We have already in the precedent Ne-
gative Difconr[e fufficiently _'abbrchated : d¢-
clared, andin a more complcat Speech, in the

Subfeguent
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Subfequent will demonfirate : Yet according to
the Opinion of {0me Wife and Difcerning Men,

- Nature fuddenly perfe&ts her intended Work ;

viz. 1none Day, orin a fhorter Tim:. Al-
though this fhould be true, yet We cannot i-
mitate Nat#re in the Principles, as We have fuf-
ficiently proved, as a Thing moft manifeft,
Therefore the remainder of this Argument
We confefs, granting the whole to be certain-
ly true.

And If they fay from the Site of one or
more Stars , Perfeftion is given to Metals ,
which Site We know not. To this We anfwer,
We have no neceflity to know this Site, becaufe
1t 1s not a Specres Of Things Gemerable and Cor-
ruptible, but from the Individuals of it is made
Generation and Corruption of fomeching, every
day; whence it is evident that the Site Of Stars
1s every day the Perfeitive and Corruptive of

‘one or other Species of Individpals. Therefore it

1s not neceffary to expect the Site of Stars, yet
1t would be profitable; but it is fufficient for
Nature only to difpofe; forthe her {elf being
Wife, difpofeth her Work by the convenient
Sites of moveable Bodics : Yea, Natare can~
not perform her own Motien without the A4s-
tiom and Site of Things moveable, . Therefore if
you difpofe the Artifice of Natwure, and con-
fider whatfoever thall fallin from the Contin-

- gents of this Magsftery , the Wirk will be duly -

perfected by Nataze, under a due Site con-
venient for it , without any previous Confidera-
- tion
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tion thereof.” Forwhen We fee a Worm deduced
to a Being fram a Dog , or other putrefiable
Animal, We donot immediately confider the
Site of the Stars, but the Difpofitions of the
furrounding ir, and other Casfes (befides
that) perfectiveof Putrefaction. From fuch'a
Confideration We fufficiently know , Worms to
be produced into a Being , according to Na-
ture 3 for Natwxre finds out a Site convenient

- for her felf, although unknown by Us.

Alfo, If they fay Perfeition is given in an
Inftant , and Qur Preparatien is not made in an
Inftant : And hence conclude, That Our Ada-
giffery: cannot be compleated by Artifice
therefore the Arr isnot : Wefay their Heads
are fatuate and void of Humane Reafon , and
they themfelves more like to Beajts than Mex ;
for they conclude from Premifes, having no
Affinity with that which is related.

Therefore this way of arguing (An Afs runs,
€rgo , Thon art a Goar ) fignifies as much as
theirs. And that for this Reafon, Although

" Preparation benot made in an Inffant, yet that

hinders not, but that the Form or Perfeétion
may be given in an Inffant to the Matter
prepared ; for Preparation is not: Perfettion, but
a. difpofing to receive the Form.

Moreover , If they fay that it is eafier to
deftroy Natural Things than to make them by
Artifice , and that we .can fcarcely deftroy
Gold, and thgnce conclude it to be impoffible
to make the fame: We aiifiver, . That fo fay-

et - ing
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ing they conclude not of a neceflity, by which
We are compelled to grant Gold cannot be
'made : For feeing it is difficultly deftroved ,
and more difficultly made; but is not im-
poflible that it may be made (" of which dif-
ficulty We affign this Reafon, wiz. Becaufe
1t hath a firong Compofition, it muft needs have
a more difficult Refolution , and therefore is
difficultly defiroyed ; ) yet hence they think
the Conflruftion or Making of it impoffible ,
‘becaufe they know not its A#tificial Deftraction,
according to the Courfe of Nature. Perhaps
they have by Tryal proved it to beof a ftrong

‘Compofition, but of how ftrong a Compofition

have not tryed. Thus moft dear Son, Wehave
prefented to you, and refuted, the Phantafies
of Sophifters. %

Therefore now ’*tis expedient We fhould,
according to Our Promife, pafs to thofe Things

‘that are to be determined, ‘touching the Rez-

[ons of Men denying the Art, from Things
given, oron S#ppofition. Which being duly ex-

amined , We fhall then come to detéermine’

thofe Things, which are Principles of the In-
tention Of Natare; the Effence of which We
thall more fufficiently difcourfe of in the
following : But after that Determination, We
fhall alfo fpeak of thofe Thinss that are the
Principles of Our Magiftery. Yetin treating of
the Firft, We make an univerfal, but in the
following a fingular Difconr(e of every oneof

‘the Principles.. Butnow for the prefent We firft

betake
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i?cfake Our Selves to the Reafons of Men deny-
ing the Arr, from Things given,; and their
Refnrations,

—

CHAP. IV.

Divers Opz'ﬂiom of thofe w/.}o [uppofe
the Xt to be. |

VVE-ﬁ“d'- very many Mex with adiverfe
Intention , fuppofing this Art. Some
indeed affirm that this .47+ and Magiftery isto
be found in Spirits, but others in Bodies; fome
In Salts , Allomes, Nitres, and Boraces , -but
others in all Pegerable Things. And dmong-all
the aforefaid; fome partly well and partly ill,
others altogether evil, judging of this Divine
Magiftery, commit that their fudgment to
Pofterity. Yet from the multiplicities of their
Errors, We have gathered the Trath, and this
hathi happéned to Us, with difficult and la2
borious conje@ural Warinefs , and long and
tedious Expersence , with the Interpofition of
great Charges ; for their Error hath very often
difturbed the Difpsfition of Our Mind and Rea-
fon ; andalmoft inferred Defperation.  Be they
therefore blafphemed to Erernity , becaufe
they have left to. their Pofterity B[;zfpffyfmz'f: and
a ICﬂrfe , and by their Errer brought the fame
On Men Philofophifing. Forthey left not be-

E hind
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bind them after theirDearh, Verity, but a Diabe-
bick Inftigarionrather ; and I fhall he accurfed
If T Correct not the Errors of thofe-Men, and
teach the Trauth in this Sciemce, which this
True Art rather requires : For this Magifter

needs not a Speech occult, nor wholly mani-
feft. Therefore We fhall treat of it in fuch
Words as may not be hid from the Wife, but
to Men of mean Capacity it Will be moft pro-
found , and Fools thall be abfolutely debarr’d
from Entrance therein. Which We intend here
in one and the fame. Difconrfe, . -

But returning to Our Purpefe, We fay,
That thofe who pofite this 47t in Spirits are
manifoldly divers. Some _affirm, That the
Stone of Philofephers muft neceffarily bemade
of drgenivive 5 othersof Sulphnr and of - A/~
nick in affinity to it, others of Marchafite ;
fome of Tutia and Magnefia, and not a few of
Salarmeviac. And of thofe whofay it isin Bo-
diesy fome will have it in Lead , others in.e-
very of the other Bodics: {o likewife fome:in
Glafs, fomein Gems; others in the Diverfities
of Salts ;. Allomes, Nitres  and. Boraces; and
1ome in every kind of Fegerables: And every
one of thefe Suppofers is adverfe to the other,
according to his Suppofition: and being adverfe
to.thefe, he believes himfelf to -be fimply
adverfe to the Ar¢. Andfor the moft-part We
find either of thefe Seéts void-of Reafon.

CHAP.
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€ HAPD V.

Of the Reafons of Men denying the At
- fuppofed in Sulphur.

SOmc_ fuppofing to find this Art in Sulphur |

simploy their whole Labout in'S«/pbar, and
bcing ignorant of” the Perfeétion of the Prepa-
vation, they leave the Preparation it felf un-
compleat ; for they conceit that Cleanfing and
Purifying only will be a Preparation of Perfetti-

~on. - But thisisdone by Sublimation, therefore

brought totheir Zutention | as they think ; be-
caufe they judge that Sublimation only in Sui-
phur 1s the Perfedtion of its Preparation ; and
Likewife in its Compeer , wiz. Arfnick , tHey
are induced to the like fwudgment, Therefore
coming to 'Projection, whichis with Intention of
Alterarion , they fee that to be burned and va-
nith, and not long to abide in Bedies, and
thofe Bodies to be left more unclean than they
were_before Projeition of their Matter upon
them. Now feeing this Delufionin the Cons-

pleatment of -their Work,and thatin along time,

whereas before they concluded in their Minds,

- that this Science was to be found in Sulphur

only ; but now having not therein found
it, they argue it is impoflible to find it inan
other Thing ; wherefore, being not found in

. E 2 this
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this or that, they conclude ‘tis no where to
be found.

CHAP VI

Of the Reafons of Men denying the At
[fuppofed su Arinick, and z{;,;%n Refutae

fio%.

The Confutdtim of the precedent Reafous.

T° thefe We briefly anfwer and fay; that in

this they underftand little,and are lefs Wife ;
becaufe they . fuppofe Sulphsur only to be the
Matter of Our Stone. - If this their Swuppofition
weré true , yet in the way of Preparation they
arc deceived ; becaufe they conceit Sublimati-
on only to be fufficient : For they are like to
a Child, who from his firft Nativity, unto Old
Age , is thut up within an Houfe , not think-
ing the Latitude of the World tobe extended be-
yond the Latitude of his Houfe , or beyond
what he can with his Eyes fee in the Hoyfe,
So they, having not imployed their Labenr in
many Stones , could not difcern from which
Our Medigine fhould be extracted , and from
which not ; from which alfo abftaining, they
might fpare an abundant Labonr of their Hands,
Thereéfore, what Labour would be perfective,
or not perfective, they are defervedly igno-
rant. But why was their Work defective? We
fay, becaufe they left the burning Properry
and Flight in the Sulpkur ; both which do not
only not perfect, but alfo diffipate and de»
ftroy.

Ut others judging this Stone muft neceflari-
ly be found in the fame, andin its Comz-
peer, Ar[nick , and more profoundly intent on
the Confwmmation of the Work, do not only
by a S#blimation cleanfe the burning Sulptonreity
but alfo endeavour to remove the 7 erreﬂ%eit]’,
leaving the Flight (or Folatility) in it, Thele
in like manner, coming to Projection, find a
Delufion in it; becaufe their Medigine adheres
not ftably in thofe very Bodies, but ficceflive-
ly,and by little and little vanifheth, leaving fuch
a Body in its former Condition. Hence thefe
alfo, condemning Ar¢, argue likethe former ;
and to them We anfwer, as We did to the
Firft, affirming the Art, and that We know
it to be, becaufe We have feen and touched
the Perity thereof,

E3 CHAP,

CHAP,
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CHAP VIL:
The Reafonsof Men demying Art [uppos

(ed in Sulphur, Argentvive, Tutia,
Magnefia, Marchafite, and Salarmo-
niac, withtheir Recfutation.

OThcr fome more profoundly fee into the
7 Work , and cleanfe their Subjetts, taking
away both Flight and Aduftion ; and they make
it fixt and earthy, having no good Fafion in
Hear of Five, but a vitrificatory Fafion only ;
whence ; in Projeétion it cannot mix with Bo-
dies. ~Therefore they alfo argue, as the firft,
and to thefe We anfwer, as to the firft : Be-
caufe they left their Work imperfect, not know-
ing how to compleat it. For the Ingrefs,
which is the Ultimate Perfettive , they knew
not how to fearch out. '

" In all other Spirits likewife, isthe fameway
of Preparation, eéxcept that in Argentvive and
Tutia’s, We are excufed from greater Labonr
than Remotion of their Aduftion; forthefchave
not an aduftible and inflamable Swulphareity ,
but only Polatility. But Magnefia’s, and Mar-
chafites , have every kind of Swlphureity (Mar-
chafite more, and Magnefia lefs) yet all have
Flight or Volatility, Argentvive mMOTE, and S:_al-
armoniac lefs; but Sulphsr yet lefs than its
e fad £ i A yi 13 Al CamP ee r:
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Compeer . and fourthly , Marchafite lefs thanit;
fifthly, Magnefia lefs than that : and laftly, Tu-
via leaft of all. But either of thefe partaking
more or lefs of Polatility, fome Experimentators,
by reafon of this Flight, have beenvehement-
ly deceived in the Operations of their Prepara~
tions , and in their Projettions likewife, There-
fore thefe alfo argue and condemn the 4r¢,
as others, fuppofing it in Sulpbur; and to

thefe We anfwer , as to thofe fuppofing it in *

Sulphur.

B AR YYVITR

The Reafons of Men demying the Art

ﬁtppoﬂd in Spirits, to be fixed to-
gether with Bodies; and their Re-
futation,

THerc are Others alfo endeavouring to fix
Spirits in Bodies, without any other pre-
cedent Preparation : but Delufion’ perplexing
them, hath on them likewife brought Sadnefs
and Defparation ; and they are compelled
thence to believe, that this Science is not ;
and confequently to argue againft it, For
it is a Caufe of Difturbance and Incredulity in
them, that in the Fufion of Bodies, they lofe
their Spirits, which cannot adhere to the
fame Bodies., buc flie from the Afperity
~ Eg4 " §
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of the Eire, the Bodies only remaining there3

in : begaufe they cannot bear the Preflure of
- the Fire's Violence, by realon of Volatility,
which is not removed from them. Likewife,
Delufion {ometimes happens, becaufe with
thofe Sperits, Bodies doalfo fly away; and this
is, when the not-fixed Spirits infeparably ad=
here to Bodies in their Profundity : becaufe

». the Sum of the Vvlatile overcomes the Sum

of the Fixed, Whence alfo they likewife,
as the firft, argue, and we to them likewife,
as to the firft, anfwer. Therefore this turns

wholly to their Reproach. P
" Sons of Learning, if you would convert
Bodies, then (We fay) if it be’ poflible to
effect this by any Matter, it muft neceflarily

be done by Spirits; but it is not poffible that -

thefe Spirits not fixed thould profitably ad-
here to Bodies ; for they fly away, ‘and leave
them unclean. Nor can thele Spirits, being
fixed, poflibly have [Ingre[s, when they
are made Earth, which flows not. And when
fuch ‘Spirits “included in Bodiés appear fixed,
yet they are not ; but eitherrecede from them,
they remaining, or both take their flight to-
gether. 'Therefore, feeing in a Matter more
nigh, it is by no means poflible to find out
this Art, in a Aattér more remote it cannot
be found. Ergo,fay they, 'tis no where found.
To thefe our Anfwer is this, Whatfoever. is
knowable in this:.47¢ they do not throughly
know, therefore ‘do they not throughly find
WL &’ O W Ry ‘9 Lot
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out what is , or may be operated with it.
Therefore, the following Defciency of their
Work, is the effe(t of their own Rafbnefs.

CHAP IX
The Reafons of Men dewying the Art [up=
 pofed in Bodies, and firft im White
Lead , that is, Tin or Jupiter, and
their Confutation, -

SOme pofite the Art in Bodies , but when
~ they come to the Work_ it felf, they are
deluded ; judging either Lead , wviz.the Livid
and Whire (not pure in Whitenefs) tobe much
aflimilated and approximate to the Nature of
Sol and L#na ; the Livid is indeed much ap-
proximate to So/, but to Luna little ; and the
White much to L#una, but little to Sol. There-
fore fome of thefe Men conceiting Tin or Fu-
piter to be much like to Luna or Silver (dif-
fering only in the harfh found, foftnefs, and
very {wift Liguefattion) believing it eafily mele-
ed , bﬂr reafon of the fuperfluity of its Hum:-
dity ; and foft, by reafon of the Fagitive Sub-
Jtance of Argentvivein jt, refiding in the Parzs
poffefling that ‘harfh Sound; they Calcine
the fame , keeping it in fuch a Fire as 1t can
bear, ‘until it be White in its Calx, which they

afterward gttempting to reduce, coulq not ;
v ¥ b s | therefore
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therefore judged it impoflible to be effected;
And fome of thefe could reduce fomewhat
from ig, and found the fameharth found,
fofines’, and eafie Liguefattion in that, as be-
fore. Therefore they believed this impoffible
by this way, and {fo were induced to Iucre-
dulity ; thinking the 4rt of hardning it, not
poflible to be found out, - But fome of thefe

Calcined Tin, andreduced it ; and again, re-

moving the Scoria thereof, withgreater foree
of Fire calcined and reducedit ; and fo by often
reiterating that Werk, they found their Tin
hardned , and without that harfh found ;
But becaufe they had not wholly taken away
the fwiftnefs of its Liguefattion, 'their Mind
erred, and they judgedit a thing not poilible
to attain tothat. Wherefore of thefe, others
alfo , willing to procure hardnefsto it, and
a Retardation of Liguefaition, with the Ad-
miniffration of hard Bodies , have fallen intoa
Delufion, and believed, that it would break
whatfoever hard Bodies was mixed with it;
and that in this Work no Preparation could
help them. Therefore when they could neither
prepare it with hard Boedies, nor with Fire;
they excufed themfelves for being fo long de-
layed in finding out the A7+ ; becaufe they be-
lieved it impoffible : and earneftly arguing a-
gainft the 4rr, pofitively affirmed it not to
be. Befides thefe, fome others adding many
Medicaments , faw them making no Mutation
nor agreeing with their Tis, - but rather cor-
£k | Fis. rupting
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. pupting the fame, and acting contrary to
¢heir Parpofe; therefore they caft away their
Books , retorted their Heads, and affirmed

this True and Divine Art 1O be frivolous.

" Therefore thefe Men We anfwer, with Qur

firft anfwer.

CHAP X

The Reafons of Men denying the Art [up-
Pvﬁ‘d iz Black Lead or Saturn., |

He fame Delufion they alfo find in Black
Lead, or Saturn; except only that it
breaks not Bodies, andis fooner reduced toa
Calx than fapiter. Yet itsLivid Colour they can-
not remove,becaufe they are igqorantfof that;
therefore they cannot whiten, with good Deal-
bation 3 nor could they ever, by their Phanta- -
fy, fo ftably affociate it with ftably Bodies ,
but that it would by ftrong Euxpreffionof Fire

" recede from the Commixtion. And indeed Lead

doth exceedingly deceive them ( fuppofing
in the Preparation thereof much 1s fited, apd
that this Science can be found in none, but it)
becaufe , after two Reda&ion_s from its Calx ,
it receives no further Hardning , but rather
greater Softnefs, than it had at firft; and 1o
other £ ifferencies likewife, they fee it not a-

mended, 'Therefore when they , thinking 111;
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it to find what is more nigh and better , find .
it not; they are com_pelled to believe aﬁd ar-

gue that the Science 1s no other, than a De-

Infon ; and thercfore they offend , as the
former. ' eaerl

CHAP II

The Reafons of Men denying the JArt fup-
j:_of_m’ in the Mixtion of Hard Bodies
with Hard, and of Soft with Soft.

T Ut others compound hard Bodies with hard
LY and {oft with foft, by reafon of Conve-
wiency , would have Bodies -to be tranfmuted
€ach into other, and to tranfiute; "and
that they could not attain to by reafon of
their fgnorance. For they, permixing Sof, or
Luna , with Venus , or with any otherof the
AMetals , could not tranfmute them into Gold
Or Silver , with firm Tranfmutation ; but they
found every one of them; by the firong Ex-
preflion of Fire, {eparated from the Commixti-
or, and burnt, or reduced to its former Nz-
tsere.  Yet fome Of thefe Bodies dure in the
Commixtion, others not ; asisby us fiifficient-
ly known. Therefore, thefe Delufions, {uper-
venient through Ignorance, make fuch Men
to defpair of the 4rf, and argue it is not
e St BT SRR BT O
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CHAP XIL

The Reafons of Men deyying the Art fup=
pofed, in the Mixtion of Hard Bodses
with Soft; and of Perfect Bodies with
the Imperfett.

(O Thers, more intimately and profoundly
fearching, have thought and been per-
fivaded, they could find out a way of caufing
Hard Bodies united with Soft, firmly to endure,
and Imperfec Bodies united with the Perfect, to
be reduced to Perfection; and that generally
they would be tranfmuted each into other, and
tranfmute with firm tranfmutation. There-
fore they would find out the Affinity and Si-
militude of them, both by Medicines, andby
the Adminiftration of Fire , attenuating the
Grofs 3 as Venus and Mars, and infpiffating the
Subtile; asis Jupiter, and its like.  And fome-
of them, believing they could compleat this
Adminiftration, we<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>